
By Rick Pezzullo

A sign highlighting the importance 
of pollinator gardens was dedicated 
Sunday at Hartsbrook Nature Preserve in 
Hartsdale.

Greenburgh Supervisor Paul Feiner said 
about two years ago Mai Mai Margules 
of Tarrytown and Carol Sommerfeld 
of Ardsley suggested the town expand 

its pollinator pathway and plant new 
pollinator gardens in town.

This summer, several volunteers and 
members of the Greenburgh Parks and 
Recreation Department created two 
additional pollinator gardens---one at AF 
Veteran Park off Heatherdell Rd. and the 
other at Hartsbrook off Ridge Rd.

The Greenburgh Nature Center already 
has a pollinator garden on its grounds.
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By Rick Pezzullo

Two large, mixed-use projects planned in 
the City of White Plains received separate 
approvals from the Common Council last 
week.

On April 2, 2018, the council adopted 
environmental findings and granted Site 
Plan and Special Permit approvals to Saber 
Chauncey WP, LLC to construct a project 
called “Adora Row,” formerly known as “The 
Collection,” at 80-106 Westchester Ave. and 
50-62 Franklin Ave.

The approved layout consisted of 25,218 
square feet of retail and restaurant space 
(including the existing Westchester Burger 
space), 276 multi-family dwelling units 
contained within two separate buildings 
(160 one-bedroom, 91 two-bedroom and 
25 studio) and approximately 745 parking 
spaces in a multi-level parking structure, 
including 275 spaces designated to the city 

for municipal use.
Extensions were given in 2020, 2021 and 

June 6, 2022 and during the investigation of 
the three-acre site, situated across from the 
Westchester Mall, the applicant discovered 
the water table was at a higher level than 
when the original approvals were granted. 

To avoid having the lower levels of the 
garage and parking spaces potentially 
submerged, TB White Plains Apartments 
LLC, which acquired the project and 
property in July 2019, requested to raise the 
grade of the floor elevation of the basement 
level by two feet, which resulted in several 
modifications to the overall design.

The project is now slated to contain 20,549 
square feet of commercial/restaurant space, 
753 parking spaces and the same number of 
multi-family dwelling units, which includes 
17 so-called affordable units.

In lieu of providing park and recreation 
facilities for the units, TB White Plains 

Apartments will be contributing $866,500 
that the city will use for parks, playground 
and other recreational purposes, including 
the acquisition of property.

A public pedestrian walkway will also 
be constructed from Franklin Ave. to 
Westchester Ave.

Meanwhile, at last week’s meeting, 
the council approved a second one-year 
extension for a development approved at 1 
Water St.

No changes have been proposed for the 
project. Construction of the 22-story, mixed-
use building consisting of 301 dwelling units, 
1,212 square feet of retail/commercial space 
and 307 parking spaces is expected to begin 
within the next year. The office building on 
the property has already been demolished.

In other council action, agreements were 
reached with the New York Knicks and New 
York Rangers.

The Knicks have been participating in an 
affiliate program with the city since 2016. 
Wayne Bass, commissioner of White Plains’ 
Recreation and Parks Department, stated 
the benefits of the program include a virtual 
or live youth basketball clinic, a New York 
Knick alumnus appearance, access to the 
Knicks coaching development program, 
participation in the annual Junior Knicks 
Affiliate Skills Challenge and access to 
special events.

The pact with the Rangers involves the 
hosting of a series of hockey programs at 
Ebersole Ice Rink through Aug. 21, 2023.
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The City of White Plains Recreation & 
Parks Department will offer three new, 
eight-week ice skating classes in 2023: 
Little Skaters; Intro to Hockey; OFF-Ice 
Training: Yoga Stretch. 

Fee is $175 for White Plains residents 
and $200 for non- residents. Classes will 
be held at the White Plains Recreation and 
Parks Ebersole Ice Rink, 110 Lake Street.

Little Skaters will be offered Saturdays, 
3:45 – 4:15 p.m., beginning January 14. This 
class is for children who are three years 
old. The small class size will provide a fun 
environment for exploring the ice in a fun 
and safe way through engaging activities 
such as drawing on the ice, playing games 
and reading skating stories.

Intro to Hockey will be offered on 
Saturdays, beginning January 13. The class 
is for children who are four – eight years 
old, there will be two sessions: four – six 
years old, 3:15 – 3:45 pm and seven – eight 
years old, 3:45 – 4:15 pm. Children who are 

interested in learning how to play hockey 
will be taught basic skating skills.

Off-Ice Training: Yoga Stretch will be 
offered Fridays, 4 – 4:30 p.m., beginning 
January 23. This class will allow 
participants to work with a trained yoga 
instructor to build flexibility and strength 
off the ice. This combination class is for 
skaters at the gamma, delta and free style 
levels.

Registration begins November 21 for 
White Plains residents and November 28 
for non- residents and can be done online 
or in-person at the White Plains Recreation 
& Parks Office, 85 Gedney Way. 

For more information, please contact 
Amy @ amancini @whiteplainsny.gov or 
call Sia @ 914-422-1424.

This is a press release provided by the 
organization. It has been lightly edited and 
is being published by Examiner Media as a 
public service.

The New York Fathering Conference 
theme this year will be “Fathering 
and Families: building safe, healthy 
and thriving communities together by 
addressing and ending youth violence in 
our communities.” The Conference will be 
held virtually on Tues., Nov. 15 at 5:30 p.m.

The keynote speaker for the Conference 
will be Erica Ford, CEO and Founder of 
LIFE Camp, Inc. located in Queens, New 
York. Ms. Ford has been at the forefront of 
reducing youth and community violence 
in New York City and beyond for over 
30 years. Through LIFE Camp, Inc.’s 
groundbreaking programs, Ford has 
empowered thousands of individuals and 
families to break the cycle of violence 
and promote peace. Ford’s concept for 
increasing safety has been adopted and 
implemented by New York City resulting 
in a 10% reduction in violence citywide.

In addition, the Conference will include 
a panel addressing youth and community 
violence.

The panel will include Rocco Pozzi, 
Commissioner, Westchester County 
Probation; Damon Bacote, Deputy 
Commissioner, Office of Youth Justice, 

New York State Division of Criminal 
Justice Services; Dr. DaMia Harris-
Madden, Executive Director, Westchester 
County Youth Bureau; Rev. Erwin Lee 
Trollinger, Jr., President, Ministers’ 
Fellowship Council of White Plains and 
Vicinity; Anthoin McPherson, alumnus 
Westchester Community College and 
Hezeur R, Activist, advocate and youth 
violence expert.

This Conference will spotlight the 
critical impact of life-long learning for 
fathers and their families. The panelists 
have designed workshops that focus on 
strategies that equip fathers with the 
necessary skills needed to navigate their 
communities and the world with specific 
focus on establishing and supporting 
opportunities for strengthening family 
relations and exploring local employment 
and educational opportunities.

To register for the conference, contact 
Frank Williams, Jr., 914-422-1378, or 
email: fwilliams@whiteplainsny.gov.

This is a press release provided by the 
organization. It has been lightly edited and 
is being published by Examiner Media as a 
public service.
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Scouts Create Patriotic 
Decorations for Vets

Adaptive Cub Scout Pack 535 and Girl Scout Troop 1902 of Cerebral 
Palsy of Westchester recently participated in a service activity to honor 
veterans. At their troop meeting, the Scouts decorated wreath and 
star ornaments that will be given to veterans to spread holiday cheer. 
During the meeting, they discussed the importance of what veterans 
have done and expressed their gratitude for those who have served our 
country. Allison Bergman, who spearheaded this project, will deliver the 
ornaments to the Hudson Valley Montrose VA, a Veteran’s Hospital in 
Westchester County. 
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Jack 
Daniels

1.75 L
$47.97

Cavit 
Pinot Grigio

1.5 L
$12.97

Ruffi no Tan
Label Chianti

750 ml
$19.97

 Santa
Margherita 
Pinot Grigio

750 ml
$21.97

Meiomi Pinot 
Noir

750 ml
$17.97

Hess Select 
Cabernet

750 ml
$13.97

Dewars
Scotch
1.75 L

$32.97

Oak Farm
Cabernet

750 ml
$14.97

Tito’s 
Vodka
1.75 L

$32.97

Kendall
Jackson

Chardonnay
750 ml

$11.97

Hess Select 
Chardonnay

750 ml
$9.97

GREY GOOSE

Josh Cellars 
Cabernet

Premium Vodka

$3997

$1197

1.75 L

750 ml

Reg. $66.99

Meiomi Pinot 

WINES FOR THANKSGIVING

MONTHLY SPECIALS
Relax Riesling............................... $9.97
Ferraris I Suori Barbera ...............$11.97
Le Ptit Renaudat Sauvignon Blanc ....$11.97
Masseria Li Veli Orion..................$11.97 
Franco Serra Nebbiolo ............... $12.97
Matua Sauvignon Blanc.............. $12.97
Calabretta Cala Cala .................. $14.97
Graillot Syrocco .......................... $15.97
Millbrook Cabernet / Franc ......... $15.97
Montinore Pinot Noir ................... $15.97

Torres Dorees Beaujolais Blanc ....$19.99
Zanotelli Schiava ........................$19.99
Le Ptit Paysan Jack Chardonnay ..$21.99
Mckinlay Williamette Pinot Noir ..$21.99
Mettler Epicenter Zinfandel.........$22.99
Kumeu River Hawkes Bay Pinot Noir $23.99
Tilth Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir ...$24.99
Bitouzet Passetoutgrains ............$29.99
Dom La Garrigue Vacqueyras ....$31.99
Tyler St Rita Hill Pinot Noir .........$34.99
Dom de Beaurenard Ch Du Pape..$68.99

Indaba Merlot................................ $6.97
Oxford Landing Chardonnay ........ $6.97
Isle Saint Pierre Rouge................. $7.97
Terranoble Chardonnay ................ $7.97
Terrazas Cabernet ........................ $7.97
Bieler Daisy Pinot Grigio............... $9.97
Ch Mont Redon Rouge ................. $9.97
Handwerk Gruner Veltliner ........... $9.97
Maitia Roto Cabernet ................... $9.97
Portocarro Auto Carro................... $9.97

Petit Mont Sauvignon Blanc .......$12.99
Zoral Pinot Noir...........................$13.99
Caboche Cotes Du Rhone Red ..$13.99
Bogle Old Vine Zinfandel ............$13.99
Blue Quail Ridge Chardonnay ....$14.99
Escorihuela Gascon Malbec .......$14.99
Josh Chardonnay .......................$14.99
Cuisine En Famille Lesbras ........$16.99
Echeverria El Compadre ............$16.99
Antxiola Txakolina Rose .............$17.99
Careme Spring Vouvray .............$18.99

The Thanksgivig Show Tasting
Saturday November 19th 1 pm - 4 pm
Do your shopping early for the holiday 
as we will be featuring four tables full of 
delicious wines and ciders that will pair 
well with all the trimmings on 
your Thanksgiving table.

EXPRESS CURBSIDE PICK-UP
& FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

EVERYDAY
LOW PRICE

Monday - Saturday 9am - 9pm • Sunday 12pm-5pm • November 15th to November 21st
379 Downing Drive • Yorktown Heights, NY • 914-962-3100 • WWW.SUBURBANWINES.COM
WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES - SALE PRICES ARE FOR STORE STOCK ONLY
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All prices 
750ml unless 

otherwise 
noted

Now you can take us with you wherever 
you go! Download our Mobile App!
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By Martin Wilbur

There were no surprises last week in the 
area’s state Senate and Assembly races, 
which were won by incumbents and clear-
cut favorites.

Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-
Cousins (D-Yonkers) easily beat back a 
challenge for her seat from Republican 
Khristen Kerr by a nearly 2-to-1 margin. It 
was Stewart-Cousins’ first challenger in an 
election since 2014.

Stewart-Cousins picked up 55,306 votes 
to Kerr’s 30,165 in the 35th Senate District, 
according to the Westchester County Board 
of Elections. The majority leader’s newly-
drawn district once again includes Mount 
Pleasant and the following redistricting 
earlier this year.

Also victorious was incumbent Sen. 
Shelley Mayer (D-Yonkers) who won a third 
full term in the 37th District, defeating 
first-time candidate Frank Murtha by 22 
percentage points, 65,900-42,174.

Sen. Peter Harckham (D-Lewisboro) 
comfortably won a third term representing 
the 40th Senate District despite trailing 
Republican Gina Arena of Somers for much 
of Tuesday night. Arena won the Putnam 
County portion of the district as well as the 
vote from Stony Point, the lone community 
that is part of the district in Rockland County.

By Wednesday morning Harckham 
had captured 60 percent of the vote in 
Westchester (52,216-35,175), which 
propelled him to victory. In Putnam County, 
Arena led 18,300-11,155 and in Rockland 

County 3,730-1,958. Districtwide Harckham 
received 53.3 percent of the vote.

“I truly appreciate all of the support I 
have received during this campaign, and 
thank all of the voters in Senate District 40 
for participating in this important election,” 
Harckham said on Wednesday. “The 
confidence and trust that residents have 
placed in me once again will continue to 
guide my intentions. These are challenging 
times, though, and I look forward to being 
engaged in the hard work necessary to 
ensure a better future for all.”

In the race for the newly-configured 39th 
Senate District, which includes Putnam 

Valley and Philipstown and portions of 
Dutchess and Orange counties, Republican 
Poughkeepsie Mayor Robert Rolison 
comfortably defeated Democrat Julie 
Shiroishi 57,125-49,937, according to the 
New York State Board of Elections.

Two northern Westchester towns will be 
getting new supervisors next year as Matt 
Slater and Dana Levenberg each easily won 
their first races for the state Assembly in the 
94th and 95th districts, respectively.

Slater, the Republican Yorktown 
supervisor, defeated Carmel attorney 
Kathleen Valletta 35,037-20,805, about 62.7 
percent of the vote.

“I believe our message resonated strongly 
with voters because they know New York 
State is entirely too expensive to live in 
and Albany’s cashless bail system and pro-
criminal policies have made us less safe,” 
Slater said the day after his victory. “I am 
proud of the campaign we ran, the broad 
coalition of support we built and I am ready 
to hit the ground running on Jan. 1.”

Slater wins the seat currently held by 
Kevin Byrne, who opted to run for Putnam 
County Executive, which he won in an 
uncontested election. Levenberg, a former 
chief of staff for longtime Assemblywoman 
Sandy Galef, will succeed her former boss 
who is retiring from the seat after serving 
for 30 years.

Levenberg won by similar 62 percent 
margins in both the Westchester and Putnam 
portions of the 95th Assembly District, 
winning by a 28,055-16,957 count

Also in her first run for Assembly, County 
Legislator MaryJane Shimsky (D-Dobbs 
Ferry) coasted to victory in the 92nd District 
over Republican Carlo Valente by a nearly 
2-to-1 margin, 33,766-17,461. Shimsky will 
take over for Assemblyman Tom Abinanti, 
who she defeated in the June primary.

Assemblymembers Chris Burdick 
(D-Bedford) and Amy Paulin had few 
concerns Tuesday night, each winning 
their races in the 93rd and 88th Assembly 
districts, respectively, by a little less than a 
2-to-1 margin.

All districts were included in vote counts 
but the results do not reflect absentee 
ballots.

Incumbents Have Easy Time in Area State Senate, Assembly Races

The towns of Ossining and Yorktown will get new supervisors next year as both Dana Levenberg and 
Matt Slater were victorious in their first runs for the Assembly last week.
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By Martin Wilbur

Assemblyman Mike Lawler posted a 
historic victory last week over five-term 
congressman and Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee (DCCC) Chairman 
Sean Patrick Maloney in the 17th 
Congressional District, a result with national 
implications.

Lawler hung on to defeat Maloney by 
a little more than 2,600 votes (141,721-
139,082), according to the state Board of 
Elections. It was the first time since 1980 
that the head of the DCCC lost his own re-
election bid.

Having spent the last six months on a 
focused message of fighting inflation and 
reversing the surging crime rate in areas of 
the state, the Rockland County Republican 
reaped the benefits in a district that has 
about 70,000 more registered Democrats 
than Republicans.

“Through it all we were able to put forth 
a message and a vision for the future of this 
district and this community,” Lawler said 
on Wednesday afternoon, a few hours after 
Maloney called him to concede the race.

The election was considered a bellwether 
contest with more than $20 million spent 
by the two parties combined. The national 
Republican Party saw an opportunity to 
defeat a leading Democrat in its quest to 
reclaim the House of Representatives, while 
the Democratic Party poured in money when 
polls indicated the race was tight. As of 
early Monday, Republicans had clinched 211 
House seats to the Democrats’ 204 with 20 

races nationwide still undecided.
For Lawler, who had served as an adviser 

to former Westchester County Executive 
Rob Astorino before winning the 97th 
Assembly District seat two years ago, the 
race was about connecting with the people of 
the district and talking about a 41-year high 
inflation rate, crime, skyrocketing energy 
prices and a porous southern border that 
also was allowing drugs into the country that 
have killed thousands of Americans.

“That is what this election was about, 
that is why I ran and that is why we won,” 
Lawler said. “Folks throughout this district, 
regardless of where they come from, 
regardless of their race, their ethnicity, their 
gender, their religion, regardless of their 
political beliefs, folks understand that we 
need to restore balance and common sense at 
every level of government, and I am excited 
by the opportunity to go to Washington on 
behalf of this community and this district and 
stand up for our families.”

Throughout Tuesday evening Lawler 
held a comfortable lead of about eight to 10 
points. Shortly after midnight, his camp at 
the Hilton in Pearl River was preparing to 
declare victory. But the advantage narrowed 
dramatically when a large batch of votes came 
in from Westchester County, the newly-drawn 
district’s Democratic stronghold. The district 
also includes Rockland, Putnam and a small 
portion of Dutchess County.

The results put a damper on the evening 
for Democrats in an otherwise better-than-
expected showing in races across the U.S. 
on Election Day. It also will put a close to the 

10-year congressional run by Maloney, who 
remained in Washington in his role as DCC 
chair.

Maloney has been representing the 18th 
Congressional District but ran this time in the 
17th District, which included his Cold Spring 
home, following redistricting.

Lawler said when he spoke to Maloney, the 
congressman was “extremely gracious” in his 
concession. 

When asked whether he would support 
various investigations into Hunter Biden or 
the FBI raid on Mar-a-Lago if the Republicans 
secure a House majority, Lawler said an 
inquiry would have to be warranted. 

“I am not looking to immediately commence 
investigations,” he said. “I think at the end of 
the day, if there are incidents or information 
that warrant oversight or investigation, 
that is, of course, the role of the House of 
Representatives and it should be utilized. But 
we’ve seen what happens with these partisan 
food fights, and I don’t think it necessarily 
serves the country well to just go from one 
to the other and back and forth, and so my 
commitment is when warranted, absolutely; if 
political, I’m not looking to do that.”

Lawler said his initial priorities is to rein 
in spending, which has contributed to high 
inflation, shore up programs like Social 
Security, Medicare and Medicaid, look to 
restore the state and local tax deduction and 
help the families of the district.

“This is a very humbling experience, but it 
is also a responsibility, and I will live up to that 
responsibility and do everything I can to serve 
all of you the best way I can,” Lawler said.

Bowman Easily Wins 16th District 
Freshman Rep. Jamaal Bowman (D-Yonkers) 

won his first re-election bid last week over 
former Scarsdale mayor and pediatrician Dr. 
Miriam Flisser. 

With 99 percent of the totals in, Bowman 
collected 131,185 votes to Flisser’s 72,238. 

The district includes the northern Bronx and 
the southern half of Westchester, up to White 
Plains.

Lawler Holds on to Defeat Maloney in 17th Congressional District

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO

Assemblyman and Congressman-elect Mike 
Lawler speaks to supporters early last Wednesday 
morning. Later that morning, Rep. Sean Patrick 
Maloney conceded the 17th Congressional 
District race.
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By Martin Wilbur

Battle lines have been drawn 
in the debate over whether 
Westchester County should enact 
a flavored tobacco product ban, 
including menthol cigarettes, as the 
Board of Legislators held a public 
hearing Monday night.

Last week, some activists in 
Westchester’s Black community 
harshly criticized the proposed 
legislation calling it racially biased 
because an estimated 80 to 90 
percent of Black smokers use 
menthol cigarettes while only about 
one-quarter to one-third of White 
smokers favor those cigarettes.

Damon Jones, the New York 
representative of Blacks in Law 
Enforcement of America, said 
as a result, the black market for 
cigarettes will grow even larger, 
negatively impacting communities 
of color that will be under greater 
scrutiny and become targeted by 
police.

Jones and others at a press 
conference last Thursday outside 
the county building in White Plains 
contended that if the proposal 
became law, it would become the 
new stop and frisk.

“We’re not promoting cigarettes, 
but we’re saying we want fair 
legislation, and if you’re going 
to pass (legislation), then ban all 

cigarettes,” Jones said. “They’re 
not going to ban it because White 
people smoke non-menthol. 
They’re not going to have that.”

“This is a biased piece of 
legislation,” Jones added. “I don’t 
care if Black legislators put it 
together. That doesn’t give it 
credibility.”

Also attending the press 
conference was Gwen Carr, the 
mother of Eric Garner, whose high-
profile death at the hands of police 
in Staten Island in 2015 came after 
police cracked down on him selling 
loose cigarettes. 

“They target the people in the 
Black and Brown communities and 
this will also be a target because 
all they’d have to do is see you 
smoking a cigarette now from a 
distance, a Marlboro or a Newport 
looks exactly alike,” Carr said. 
“How can you tell which is which?”

She said if those who back the 
legislation want to help protect the 
health of communities of color then 
there should be money spent on 
education efforts.

Last month, County Legislator 
Jewel Williams Johnson 
(D-Greenburgh), the Board of 
Legislators’ Health Committee 
chair who sponsored the bill, said 
she backed the prohibition because 
the tobacco industry tries to entice 
youngsters to start using their 

products with fruit, candy and mint-
flavored products. Billions of dollars 
are spent each year in New York 
State on smoking-related illnesses, 
Johnson said.

Under her proposal, there would 
be no enforcement by police, only 
the county Health Department, she 
said. 

But those who spoke out 
against the legislation said they 
don’t believe that will be the case. 
Former Mount Vernon mayor 
Andre Wallace called it “the new 
stop and frisk” that puts residents 
and the police in harm’s way.

Instead, officials should 
concentrate on improving 
substandard health facilities in 
Mount Vernon and other minority 
communities.

“If you really want to save lives 
in Mount Vernon, fix our hospitals,” 
Wallace said. “If you really want to 
save lives, help us get the guns off 
the street.”

Kevin O’Flaherty, director 
of advocacy in the Northeast 
Region for Tobacco-Free Kids, an 
organization that educates against 
the dangers of tobacco use, said 
Massachusetts approved a similar 

law in 2020 and California will see 
its prohibition soon go into effect. 
About 200 municipalities around 
the country have also passed 
legislation.

He said the Westchester law 
does not criminalize possessing or 
using flavored tobacco making the 
fears unfounded.

“There’s no basis for any law 
enforcement officer to stop anyone 
and ask what are you smoking, 
where did you get it or anything like 
that because none of these things 
are actually violations of the law,” 
O’Flaherty said.

Late Monday afternoon, 
advocates on both sides of the 
issue will rally outside the County 
Building to promote their positions.

At 4 p.m., Johnson along 
with Board of Legislators Chair 
Catherine Borgia (D-Ossining), 
Majority Leader Chris Johnson 
(D-Yonkers) and Hazel Dukes, 
president of the NAACP State 
Conference, will lead those who are 
in favor of the legislation.

An hour later, the New York 
Association of Convenience Stores 
will protest the proposed law, which 
will impact about 450 retailers in 
the county, including some near 
the Bronx, Putnam or Connecticut 
borders that its members contend 
will lose customers to those 
jurisdictions.

Groups Gear Up in Fight Over Westchester Flavored Tobacco Ban Debate

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO

Gwen Carr, the mother of Eric Garner, speaks out against Westchester’s proposed 
ban of flavored tobacco products, along with other activists. They fear that 
communities of color will be unfairly targeted. 
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Join Us for a Thanksgiving Service

If you are unable to attend in person and need to attend through zoom,
visit www.christiansciencewpsd.com for more information.

You are invited to join 
First Church of Christ, Scientist White Plains-Scarsdale, NY

34 Maple Avenue, White Plains, NY

Thanksgiving Service
Thursday, November 24th, 2022

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
A special Thanksgiving lesson is read from the 

Bible and Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures
by Mary Baker Eddy, hymns are played, 

and testimonies of gratitude are shared for the occasion.
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By Rick Pezzullo

Pedestrians are being struck by vehicles 
at an alarming rate in the City of Peekskill.

Since Oct. 7, there have been six incidents 
at different intersections throughout the 
city where individuals have been severely 
hurt or escaped serious injury by reckless, 
distracted or hit-and-run motorists, 
according to Peekskill Walks, a resident-led 
group working since 2019 to make the city’s 
streets safer.

“There should be no serious injuries on 
our streets and that is achievable,” said 
Conor Greene, a co-founder of Peekskill 
Walks and a former mayoral candidate. 
“We like to say we’re a friendly town, but 
our streets are not friendly. This is a public 
safety issue. This is not just a quality-of-life 
issue.”

According to Greene, the first of the six 
most recent mishaps occurred on Oct. 7 
when a person was hit at the intersection of 
Nelson Avenue and Paulding Street, the site 
of another serious pedestrian injury in 2020.

On Oct. 27, a pedestrian was struck at 
the intersection of South Street and Union 
Avenue. That same day, the driver of a large 
truck drove onto a sidewalk at the corner 
of Broad and Main streets near the Central 
Firehouse, hitting a person standing on the 
corner and destroying a signal pole.

On Halloween night, two people were 
crossing Lincoln Terrace at dimly-lit Broad 
Street when a driver turned left and hit one 
of them. The driver was ticketed by police 
for failure to yield.

A hit-and-run accident with injuries took 
place Nov. 1 at Highland Drive and Division 
Street when a car and scooter collided, while 
on Nov. 2, a single mother was hospitalized 
with serious injuries after being hit while 
attempting to cross Albany Post Road at 
Welcher Avenue.

“Not everyone owns a car. People need to 
be able to cross every intersection safely,” 
Greene said. “You’re more likely in Peekskill 
to get hit by a car then be the victim of a 

crime. If we had six residents getting 
assaulted on our streets, the city would 
take action. We’re probably fortunate that 
we haven’t had more people killed on our 
streets (in accidents), but we’ve had many 
incidents that have been life altering.”

The recent accidents have caught the 
attention of some members of the Peekskill 
Common Council, which discussed the 
dangerous conditions at last week’s meeting.

“I do believe the number of pedestrian 

accidents we had is serious,” Councilman 
Dwight Douglas remarked.

Councilman Brian Fassett asked his 
colleagues to consider establishing a 
working group to review the growing trend 
of pedestrian accidents, while City Manager 
Matthew Alexander said he would be asking 
the police chief to prioritize intersections 
that need special attention.

Deputy Mayor Patricia Riley said 
motorists passing school buses was also a 
problem that needed to be addressed.

“That makes me insane. We have to crack 
down on this,” Riley said. “A red light no 
matter where you go in the world means 
stop. It’s something we really need to look 
into.”

Greene said it’s impossible for police to 
be at every corner, but suggested Peekskill 
consider investing in street light cameras 
to catch drivers speeding and running red 
lights and stop signs.

“Drivers need to know they can’t speed 
through Peekskill and get away with it,” he 
said. “Drivers need to be held accountable. 
There really is a bad culture of dangerous 
and reckless driving on our streets. Speeding 
and running stop lights has become so 
commonplace.”

Greene said he is confident the council is 
taking the issue seriously and will take steps 
to make streets safer.

“They’re recognizing there is a problem,” 
he said. “This is an issue that requires 
planning and engineering and DPW to be 
involved. This has to be a priority.”

Group Advocates to Make Peekskill Streets Safer for Pedestrians

North Division Street near Highland Drive in Peekskill, one of six locations where pedestrians have 
been injured by speeding motorists in a little more than a month.
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County Police/Mount Kisco

Nov. 6: At 4:04 p.m., the Real Time 
Crime Center broadcast an alert that a 
vehicle wanted by the NYPD for a menacing 
with a handgun incident was operating on 
the Saw Mill Parkway in Mount Kisco. 
Officers determined that the vehicle, a 
white Honda Pilot with Georgia license 
plates, had exited at Kisco Avenue and was 
traveling in the village. Officers canvassed 
the area in an effort to locate the vehicle 
and were then alerted to a traffic accident 
at West Main Street and Maple Avenue 
involving a white Honda Pilot. No one was 
injured in the accident but the Honda fled 
the scene. 

The vehicle was then observed traveling 
at a high rate of speed on Lexington 
Avenue but county police officers did not 

attempt a traffic stop because of the danger 
that a pursuit would have posed to other 
motorists. County officers reported that 
the vehicle was last observed traveling 
south on Route 117 into New Castle.

A short time later, a resident of 
Ruxton Road in New Castle reported 
that the driver of a white Honda Pilot 
had abandoned his vehicle on the street 
and run off into the woods. New Castle 
officers, the county police and New York 
State Police responded to search the 
area, but the driver could not be located. 
The vehicle was impounded and taken as 
evidence to county police headquarters in 
Hawthorne.

Nov. 6: Officers responded to New 
Castle Drive at 10:05 p.m. on a report of 
a domestic dispute. It was determined 
that the dispute was verbal in nature. The 

community resource officer was notified to 
conduct a follow-up visit to the residence 
the next day.

Nov. 7: A resident came to the Green 
Street precinct at 12:10 p.m. to report 
that a fraudulent $5,000 transaction had 
occurred on her bank account. The matter 
is under investigation by the woman’s 
bank, which requested she also report the 
matter to police.

Nov. 7: Officers responded to an East 
Main Street laundry at 2:34 p.m. after the 
owner reported that a person was drinking 
on the premises and refusing to leave. The 
man was gone upon an officer’s arrival.

Nov. 9: Officers responded to the Mount 
Kisco Public Library on Main Street at 
10:55 a.m. after the elevator emergency 
alarm sounded. It was determined that 
alarm had malfunctioned and there was no 
emergency.

Croton-on-Hudson Police 
Department

Nov. 7: Two people were arrested in 
connection with a string of recent car 
break-ins and thefts in the village. Police 
received a call that two males were seen 
trespassing on private property and 
attempting to enter locked vehicles in 
the upper village. Officers responded 
and located two male suspects, who 
were discovered to be in possession of 
suspected stolen property, including two 
credit cards. During the investigation, it 
was found that the suspects had stolen a 
vehicle that had the key fob left inside. 
The vehicle was found abandoned a short 
distance away. Earlier the same night, the 
suspects were observed being dropped 
off on High Street, getting out of a black 
BMW. 

The suspects, a juvenile and an adult, 
were apprehended and both charged with 
second-degree grand larceny, a felony. The 
juvenile defendant is also charged with 
three counts of third-degree grand larceny, 
two counts of fourth-degree criminal 
possession of stolen property and one 
count of third-degree unauthorized use of 
a motor vehicle.

New Castle Police Department

Nov. 7: A resident reported that a check 
was stolen from their mailbox and later 

cashed by an unknown person. 
Nov. 7: A credit card was stolen from an 

employee at a local business and used in 
several transactions. The incident is under 
investigation.

Nov. 8: Several political signs were 
stolen from a resident’s yard on Seneca 
Drive. A suspicious vehicle was also 
reported to be in the area at the time of 
the larceny. 

Nov. 10: Officers responded to a report 
of several juveniles making graffiti on 
Hunts Place, where they located the 
subjects involved. The incident is being 
investigated.

North Castle Police Department

Nov. 4: A Nichols Road resident 
reported at 3:29 a.m. that she heard 
someone downstairs in her residence. 
Once she went downstairs, she heard 
parties exiting through the basement door. 
The caller then reported her husband and 
son got into their vehicle in an attempt to 
chase after the vehicle in which the parties 
fled. The responding officers reported no 
signs of forced entry; everything appears 
normal in the residence.

Nov. 7: Report of a raccoon in the 
dumpsters on MacDonald Avenue at 8:09 
a.m. The animal control officer responded 
and reported that the animal was released 
from the area.

Nov. 7: At 8:35 p.m., a caller reported 
at about 1 p.m. on this date he parked his 
Ford F-150 on Lafayette Avenue, and when 
he returned to the location this evening, 
the vehicle was gone. The responding 
officer reported that the vehicle was 
parked on private property without the 
property owner’s permission. The truck 
was towed to Golden Towing. The party 
was able to make contact with the tow 
company. Matter adjusted.

Pleasantville Police Department

Nov. 5: A suspicious white sedan 
was reported parked in front of a house 
on Brentwood Drive at 8:23 p.m. The 
subject, a 27-year-old Long Island man, 
was approached by an officer, and it was 
learned there was a warrant for his arrest 
out of Suffolk County. 

Nov. 9: Report of a crime in progress at 
the Mavis on Marble Avenue at 3:45 p.m. 
Two men attempted to leave the premises 
without paying for new tires. One of the 
men, a 28-year-old Lynbrook, L.I. resident, 
was arrested. Their vehicle also turned 
out to be stolen out of New York City.

Nov. 10: A large group of youths was 
reported to be congregating at the high 
school parking lot at 10:03 p.m. The group 
was dispersed after an officer arrived at 
the scene.

Nov. 11: A 51-year-old man arrived at 
headquarters at 1:30 a.m. to report that 
he’s been receiving annoying phone calls 
from a subject, a 28-year-old woman. The 
woman agreed to cease making contact.

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Police Blotter

Obituary

Rocco Gerardo Antonio Magnotta, 
“Gerardo” in Italy and “Jerry” in America, 
passed away peacefully at home with family 
on Nov. 5. He was 96.

Jerry was a master barber with an 81-year 
career. He was the town barber of Andretta, 
Italy, his hometown. He also worked on an 
allied airbase near the end of World War II, 
in Rome, and throughout New York after 
immigrating to America in 1966. Jerry had 
an unparalleled number of apprentices, 
including brothers and sons. Nearly 200,000 
people sat in his chair.

Jerry’s longevity is due to how he viewed 
barbering as a tether to interaction, and 
in later years, to family when he traveled 
to his last shop, the Pleasantville Barber 
Shop, with his oldest son. It can also be 
attributed to his strength of will and social 
nature, and perhaps, a true Mediterranean 
diet. (Sometimes in abundance! But true 
nonetheless.)

Prime among Jerry’s many endearing 
qualities was his full, unguarded heart. He 
extended his love to Vicky, his beloved wife 
of 46 years, progeny, siblings, the Barbering 
Guild and the paisanos, friends and extended 
family he interacted with. He will be sorely 
missed, but the affection, fun and memories 
Jerry provided will be forever etched on the 
hearts of those who cared for him.

Jerry is predeceased by his daughter, 
Michelina (Lina). He is survived by his 
wife, Vicky (nee Woods); children Alfonso 
(Charlotte), Toni (Frank) and Michael 
(Adrianna) with his former wife, Felicia; son 
Patrick (Katie) with Vicky; six grandchildren; 
and nine great-grandchildren.

Gerardo ‘Jerry’ Magnotta

Gerardo ‘Jerry’ Magnotta

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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By Abby Luby

The post-pandemic era has educators 
dramatically pivoting to focus on the social 
and emotional growth of students.

For two years, many students experienced 
academic performance loss coupled with 
fear and isolation from school closings, all 
contributing to a widespread mental health 
crisis among children. 

Like many districts, the Pleasantville 
School District realized that it had a critical 
role to play in helping students cope with 
not only regaining their academic footing but 
learning about themselves and their role in 
the community now and in the future. 

Last year, a full-time districtwide K-12 
Social and Emotional (SEL) counselor 
position was created and Joyce Connell was 
hired to be the coordinator of counseling and 
guidance. The growing program has included 
home visits for students experiencing school 
avoidance issues, connecting youngsters to 
needed resources, parental support and a 
stronger connection to the school community.

Connell spoke about educating the whole 
child at the Nov. 1 Pleasantville Board of 
Education meeting and updated the board 
on the district’s Comprehensive Counseling 
Program. She was joined by the district’s 
teams of counselors for all grades. Currently 
there are four counselors at Pleasantville 
High School, three in the middle school and 
one at Bedford Road School. 

The current approach to helping students 
uses three general levels of support, or 
domains, each tailored for specific grade 
levels, according to Connell. 

“The three domains we use in the program 
are college and career, academic and social 
and emotional,” she said.

Programs range from classroom instruction 
to parent and community presentations 
and advisory forums to small, group and 
individual interventions based on students’ 
immediate needs, which can include home 
visits. The program also collaborates with 
private therapists, psychologists and outside 
agencies. 

“We use colorful tools to identify emotional 
literacy and coping strategies,” said 

Mary Ann Flatley about counseling 
youngsters at BRS. “We meet in the little 
theater and talk about general themes 
of emotions, celebrating differences and 
identity and how words and actions have an 
impact on others.”  

Flatley, a licensed mental health counselor 
who has worked in Pleasantville schools for 
about four years, said she addresses specific 
needs, especially for those who are new to the 
district. 

“We talk about where they come from and 
what’s different about their former setting,” 
Flatley said.

Middle school counselor Pam Roth 
explained how staff speaks to students about 
social, emotional and academic issues. 

“The sessions with students are fun and 
help foster a sense of community among 
the students and counselors and can form 
meaningful connections with all students,” 
Roth said.

Specific to pre-teen students in fifth and 
sixth grades, Roth said healthy relationships, 
identity, self-image and celebration of 
differences are addressed. 

“We also address the transition to middle 
school and the growing pains they go through 
as well as academic and career interests, 
hobbies and self-advocacy skills,” Roth said.

Solving emotional problems and learning 
coping skills is the focus for seventh- and 
eighth-graders. The program also prepares 
them for the transition to high school and 
involves discussing academic careers, time 
management, academic planning and using 
resources.

Pleasantville High School Counselor 
Rebeca Castellano detailed the needs of 
specific grades. 

“We focus mostly on the transition into 
high school and getting to know the building 
for ninth-graders,” Castellano said. “Using 

mentors from the 11th and 12th grade creates 
a sense of community.” 

Connecting with 10th-graders are 
counselors and teachers discussing college 
and career development and focusing on 
plans after high school for 11th-graders. 

“That can include work, a gap year, the 
military, tech programs or college,” said 
Castellano, adding that parents attend the 
in-person and Zoom meetings. High school 
students needing more time and attention 
have scheduled times working directly with 
counselors and consulting with outside 
providers. 

At the end of the presentation, Connell 
projected future targets for the program, 

including developing elementary school 
counseling, growing a more robust transition 
from elementary school to middle school and 
adapting to a more diverse population. 

Pleasantville Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Tina DeSa said the program was creating a 
positive climate and culture among students. 

“There is so much conversation about how 
we are supporting kids in this new phase 
of a post-COVID era,” DeSa said. “I think 
of our district in the realm of being whole-
child focused, looking at students holistically, 
supporting them academically and addressing 
their emotions and growing pains by telling 
them that it’s okay and we are going to get 
through it.” 
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Stepinac High School students recently slept overnight outdoors in cardboard boxes on the 
school’s athletic fields and raised more than $30,000 to help the unsheltered homeless in 
their communities. They continued what has become an annual tradition of supporting the 
Cardboard Box City Campaign, organized by the school’s campus ministry. 

Homeless for a Night



November 15 - November 21, 2022 Examiner Media10

I wish to congratulate Matt Slater on his 
election to the state Assembly! Several 
years ago, when he decided to run for 
Yorktown supervisor, I was somewhat 
skeptical. Councilman Lachterman asked 
me to talk to Matt and to give him the 
opportunity to lead Yorktown government. 
Supervisor Slater brought to Yorktown 
government a common-sense approach to 
governance along with an appreciation for 
practical politics. He has done well.

When Matt decided to run for the 
Assembly, he brought with him the same 
common-sense and practical approach to 
the political theater. Matt also brought 
with him a sense of modesty that I had 

not seen before. He was endorsed by the 
groups that one would anticipate should 
endorse him. 

However, he was also endorsed by one of 
the largest labor organizations in New York 
State, the New York State United Teachers 
(NYSUT). It is not a usual occurrence 
that NYSUT endorses a Republican. This 
endorsement further demonstrates Matt’s 
common-sense approach to governance 
and practical politics.

Congratulations Assemblyman-elect 
Slater.

Jay Kopstein
Yorktown Heights   

On Nov. 16, the Village of Pleasantville 
will hold a public meeting on development 
in the village. Some residents have 
expressed concern regarding mixed-use 
residential development in the Central 
Business District (CBD), specifically the 
apartment building under construction 
next to the post office and proposed 
development that would incorporate the 
empty storefront formerly used by Chase 
Bank. 

I’ve lived in Pleasantville for over 40 
years. At that time, The New York Times 
compared Pleasantville to an “old shoe,” 
worn and dated, but still comfortable. 
Except for Vinny’s Pizzeria, dining options 
were slim pickings. There was no farmers 
market. The former movie theater space, 
where the Jacob Burns Film Center 
currently stands, was gutted and converted 
into office space. While some people may 
harken back to those bygone days, I do not. 

It’s important to recognize that mixed-
use development in the CBD is consistent 
with the village’s adopted Master Plan 
update. From the beginning of the 

update process, the village facilitated and 
involved community participation, which 
was significant, by outreach efforts and 
numerous public meetings. The updated 
Master Plan recommends easing some 
of the restrictions to development in the 
CBD because of “several key assets,” 
including the train station, the film center, 
restaurants and Pace University. It also 
states that promoting downtown as a place 
to live could benefit local businesses. 
(There are currently nine vacant 
storefronts on Wheeler Avenue alone.)

I don’t mean to imply that the village 
should just accept a developer’s initial 
proposal carte blanche. When confronted 
with a CBD development proposal from a 
builder, the village should be guided by the 
development parameters and guidelines 
specified in the adopted Master Plan 
update, in accordance with the village’s 
established planning and development 
review and approval processes.

Howard Zane
Pleasantville

Thank you to all of the voters and 
volunteers who contributed to my 
successful campaign for the New York 
State Assembly. It has been a long year, 
but our message – following the science 
and data, fixing our infrastructure, working 
on effective solutions to our challenges 
and upholding the dignity of all people – 
strongly resonated with the people of the 
92nd District.

To those who did not support my 
candidacy, I assure you that I take very 
seriously my obligation to represent all 
of the people in my district, whether 

they voted for me or not. That is how 
I have conducted myself in my 11-plus 
years on the Westchester County Board 
of Legislators, and I fully intend to 
continue working in the same way in the 
Assembly. And while we may not agree 
on everything, I promise that I will do 
everything I can to make our communities 
the best communities they can be.

New York is a great state, and we have 
actually withstood the challenges of recent 
years better than most of the country. 
That being said, we have major problems, 
ranging from climate change and housing 

affordability to combating hate and gun 
violence. We also have to plan for the 
future by continuing to foster investment 
in 21st century industries, fix and update 
our infrastructure and human services and 
prepare for the new challenges awaiting 
us. I look forward to working with my new 
colleagues, and with all of you, to help us 
move forward.

I am already in the process of meeting 
with stakeholders in our communities, so 
that I can hit the ground running when 
I take office after the new year. If you 
have any ideas that you would like me to 

consider, please feel free to reach out to 
me at shimsky4assembly@gmail.com. 

Thank you again. I hope to talk to you 
and learn about your thoughts and needs 
in the months ahead.

MaryJane Shimsky
Westchester County Legislator, 12th 

District
New York State Assemblymember-

elect, 92nd District

With Election Over, Assemblymember-elect Ready to Serve All District Residents
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Pleasantville Development Has Complied With 
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Way to Victory
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Car Sharing, Less Parking Proposed for Chappaqua Mixed-Use Plan
By Martin Wilbur

Representatives for the owner 
of the vacant Rite Aid property in 
downtown Chappaqua are expected 
to submit a parking study as an 
official review of the 50 N. Greeley 
Ave. mixed-use project is set to 
begin.

The development team for 
property owner Don Feinberg 
returned to the Town Board last 
Wednesday for the first time since 
June, pitching a net-zero carbon 
emissions four-story, 45-unit 
building with ground-floor retail that 
would include a restaurant.

In its proposal to the town, the 
applicant signaled it will be looking 
for relief from the town’s parking 
regulations because of its car-sharing 
plan that will enable residents to 
rent an electric car by the hour, 
said Jeffrey Davis, a member of the 
development team.

There would still be one parking 
space per unit, but a resident would 
be able to comfortably live at the site 
without owning their own vehicle, 
he said.

“This is a building, built and 
developed for people who want to 
live in a net-zero carbon building that 
they don’t need to have a car, they 
want to hop on a train to go to the 

city, they want to rent a car-sharing 
car,” Davis said. “They don’t need a 
car here.”

Communities throughout the 
United States, including several in 
Westchester such as New Rochelle, 
Mamaroneck and Pelham Manor 
have all successfully lowered 
parking requirements for projects 
that including car sharing, according 
to Davis.

The applicant’s attorney, Philip 
Karmel, said his client will be 
seeking a targeted rezone, that 
would consist of any property of at 
least 33,000 square feet on North 
Greeley Avenue. It would also 
require a special permit from the 
Town Board in addition to site plan 
approval before the Planning Board, 
he said.

Karmel predicted it would have 
a limited impact on the town’s 
infrastructure and schools because 
the largest units would be two 
bedrooms. Current plans call for 21 
one- and two-bedroom units and 
three studios, and would likely draw 
young professionals and empty-
nesters.

“We don’t think it’s going to be a 
family-oriented-type development,” 
Karmel said. “Sure there will 
be some people, I’m sure, with 
schoolchildren, but I think the target 

market is people who live in the 
town that want to downsize, maybe 
their kids, or much younger people 
who are just starting out and are 
not ready for the whole shebang, a 
single-family house in the Town of 
New Castle.”

Town Board members requested 
the parking study be submitted in 
advance. They expressed some 
skepticism about whether the car-
sharing proposal would be effective 
and if there would be enough parking 
in the area for residents who have 
cars and patrons of the restaurant 
and retail.

“Being realistic, I think those 
other towns like Mamaroneck and 
the other ones you’ve mentioned 
have a lot more infrastructure 
and retail around them,” said 
Councilwoman Victoria Tipp. “We 
just have a small town and a small 
hamlet, so people would have to get 
to other areas.”

Karmel said there is ample data 
they will provide outlining how the 
shared car approach limits the need 
for traditional parking space counts. 
Under the current plan, at least half 
of the spaces would have electric car 
charging stations, he said.

Supervisor Lisa Katz asked 
whether the developer would be 
amenable to building a structure on 

the municipal lot across the street 
on North Greeley Avenue. While 
that could be discussed, a parking 
structure does not promote the 
type of green construction that the 
project promotes, Karmel said.

There is also the possibility that 
the applicant would reduce the 
originally proposed 6,600 square 
feet of ground-floor retail to quell 
concerns about parking, he said. 
However, there would still be a diner 
or some type of restaurant to satisfy 
that demand.

The building will be composed 
of a mass timber construction that 
will allow it to be net-zero carbon, 
Karmel said.

Feinberg said with his family 

having owned the property for more 
than 50 years, they want to build 
something the town is proud of.

“We’re really not interested in 
building an apartment building. 
We’re interested in building a green 
building that will challenge the way 
people build and helps people to live 
in a different way,” Feinberg said. “I 
just don’t want to lose sight of what 
our goal is here, and our goal here is 
to do something that isn’t being done 
now.”

Officials could discuss the 
proposal again as soon as the Nov. 
22 Town Board meeting provided 
the parking study is submitted to the 
town in time.
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program. Enrollment in MVP Health Plan depends on contract renewal. MVP Health Plan, Inc. has been approved by the National Committee for 
Quality Assurance (NCQA) to operate as a Special Needs Plan (SNP) until December 31, 2024 based on review of MVP Health Plan’s Model of Care. 
This plan is a dual eligible special needs plan (D-SNP). Your ability to enroll will be based on verification that you are entitled to both Medicare and 
medical assistance from a state plan under Medicaid. Y0051_7260_M

 Have Medicaid and Medicare?
For those who qualify, a Dual Special Needs Plan from MVP Health Care® 
may offer more benefits, more support, and no monthly premium.

With an MVP DualAccess plan, you’ll get:
• $0 co-pays for doctor visits
• $1,000 per year for dental costs with no deductible
• $50 per month to spend on healthy groceries 

(for those who qualify)
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A digital rendering with an aerial view of the proposed mixed-use building with 
45 units and retail on North Greeley Avenue.
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By Martin Wilbur

In 1965, Chet Baranowski didn’t have a 
choice whether he would go to the military 
or not. More than a half-century ago, during 
the Vietnam War, it was one of the periods in 
American history where young men at that 
time were eligible to be conscripted into the 
service.

Baranowski would spend two years in the 
Army, the second of which was in Vietnam.

That wasn’t lost on Columbus Elementary 
School fourth-grader Jacob Gomez, who 
with his classmates in teacher Carrie 
Mayer’s classroom, listened last week to 
Baranowski, a Pleasantville resident, and 
another veteran, Jim Leviness of Yonkers, 
talk about their experiences serving in the 
military.

“They had to say goodbye to their 
families,” Gomez said. “It was sad but they 
had to go. They had no choice.”

Baranowski and Leviness were among 65 
veterans who came to Columbus Elementary 
last Thursday as part of the school’s seventh 
annual Take a Vet to School Day, a program 
held around Veterans Day where the guests 
speak to third- to fifth-grade students about 
what their time serving the nation.

The program was the idea of teacher 
Christine Galbo, who approached Principal 
Michael Cunzio and staff about eight years 
about its value. Cunzio said the program 
is consistent with the school’s and the 
district’s mission of creating a culture of 
community service and giving back to your 
school, community and country. Part of that 

is honoring and learning from veterans.
“It’s obviously something that we feel 

very strongly about, and it’s a tradition that 
we want to keep on going with and providing 
that opportunity for students to know what’s 
going on in our country,” Cunzio said.

While Leviness did have a choice – he 
enlisted in the Army in 1980 at the time 
when more than 50 Americans were being 
held hostage in the U.S. embassy in Iran for 
444 days – he tries to relay to students some 
of the advantages of military service.

The opportunity to learn a valuable and 
marketable trade, travel the world, which 
helps an American appreciate their home 
country, and, of course, giving back and 
doing one’s patriotic duty are all benefits, 
Leviness said.

He was impressed by the students’ 
engagement and gratitude.

“When I see these kids, and they’re very 
appreciative, and I don’t know how many 
other schools are doing it throughout the 
country, I think it’s a great program, I think 
every school should probably do it every 
Veterans Day, every year,” Leviness said.

Last week’s program also was an 
opportunity for the school to unveil its Wall 
of Honor, which pays tribute to each branch 
of the military. It is displayed outside the 
gymnasium, where a ceremony was held for 
the veterans last week.

Galbo said the Mount Pleasant School 
District also participates in a state program 
where a local school can provide a veteran 
who had left high school before graduating 
in order to serve in the military a diploma.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Peter 

Giarrizzo said he hopes students when they 
listened to and looked at the veterans who 
filed into the school’s gymnasium, they 
understood that those men and women 
served their country and didn’t ask for 
anything in return.

“What I hope they take away from 
this today is a lasting impact, the lasting 
important impact of service and something 
that’s bigger than them,” he said. “There’s 
something bigger than any of us, and that’s 
our nation.”

Elementary School Program Helps Students Listen, Learn From Veterans
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Veterans Chet Baranowski, left, and Jim Leviness speak to the fourth-graders in teacher Carrie Mayer’s 
classroom last Thursday during the annual Take a Vet to School Day program at Columbus Elementary 
School in Mount Pleasant.

The Wall of Honor that was dedicated last week 
at Columbus Elementary School during the Take 
a Vet to School Day program.
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A team from ProHEALTH Dental in 
Mount Kisco dropped off more than 75 
pounds of donated Halloween candy 
to United for the Troops in Carmel on 
Veterans Day last Friday. 

The collected candy was donated from 
ProHEALTH’s dental patients across 
the tristate region, and then packaged in 
about 125 sandwich-sized bags filled with 

tasty treats. Those bags will be included 
in care packages sent to deployed service 
members by United for the Troops. 

“Each year after Halloween, people 
wonder what to do with all that leftover 
Halloween candy that’s just sitting there 
in their house tempting them,” said Judy 
Levin, marketing director at ProHEALTH 
Dental. “The team at ProHEALTH Dental 

partnered with a wonderful nonprofit 
organization to help send the donated 
treats to troops overseas, while at the 
same time ensuring that our patients’ 
teeth and overall health remain intact 
through moderation.”

Levin added that the company hopes to 
make the shipment of excess Halloween 
candy an annual donation program that will 
expand in the years ahead.

Jim Rathschmidt, co-founder of United 
for the Troops, said his organization’s goal 
is to make life a little bit better for the 
brave men and women that are deployed 

around the world by collecting food, 
toiletries and other items that are not 
necessarily provided by the military.

“Through speaking with the troops, 
even though the military provides them 
with the essentials for day-to-day life, 
many of them miss the extra amenities that 
they receive while at home,” Rathschmidt 
said. “Our goal is to show them that we are 
proud of them and appreciate all of their 
efforts while they’re deployed.”

Since 2007, United for the Troops 
has distributed more than 28,000 care 
packages to the troops, he said. 

Making Life a Little Sweeter for Men and Women in the Service

Westchester County paused last week to honor military veterans from around the county and the 
nation in a ceremony at Lasdon Park Arboretum and Veterans Memorial in Katonah. It was one 
of dozens of ceremonies held across Westchester. The county’s annual ceremony last Wednesday, 
typically held a day or two before Veterans Day, serves as a unique chance to bring veterans and 
veterans groups together from across Westchester before the many local commemorations.

Jim Rathschmidt, co-founder of United for the Troops, and Judy Levin, marketing director at ProHEALTH 
Dental in Mount Kisco, had their organizations collect excess Halloween candy to be sent to deployed 
servicemembers.

Honoring Westchester’s Vets
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Con Edison reminds its customers to 
beware of scammers and the methods and 
lies they use to trick them into giving up 
their money.

The company is among more than 
150 U.S. and Canadian energy and water 
companies that are marking International 
Fraud Awareness Week by providing 
information on how customers can avoid 
being scammed. 

The companies are members of Utilities 
United Against Scams, which has declared 
Wednesday, Nov. 16 to be Utility Scam 
Awareness Day.

Scammers contact Con Edison 
customers every day and tell them they 

must make an immediate payment to avoid 
a service turnoff. 

Any customer who is asked to make 
an immediate payment to avoid a service 
turnoff should regard that as a scam. Con 
Edison does not contact customers and 
demand immediate payment.

Here are some common scams that 
target residential and business customers 
in New York City and Westchester County:
• Scammers call customers and instruct 

them to buy a pre-paid card. These 
callers sometimes point the customer 
to a store that sells pre-paid cards. 
Once the customer puts money on 
the card and provides the scammer 
with the card number, the scammer 
steals the money. Con Edison does not 
accept payment by pre-paid debit cards, 
MoneyGram or similar transfers.

• Scammers contact customers and 
demand payment via apps like Cash 
App, Venmo and Zelle. Con Edison 
does not support these platforms for 
payment. The company also does not 
accept payment via Paypal or bitcoin.

• Some impostors who knock on a 
residential customer’s door try to 
talk their way inside to steal or even 
commit an assault. Con Edison urges 
customers to ask anyone who claims 
to be from the company to show a 
company ID. If you are still unsure 
whether the person is from Con Edison, 
call 1-800-75-CONED to check.

Customers should never provide callers 

with personal information, such as social 
security numbers. Anyone who thinks 
they have been the target of a scam should 
call their local police department.

Scammers who call customers by phone 
can even make a Con Edison phone number 
appear on a customer’s caller ID display.

When a customer gives money to a 
scammer, the scammer will often claim 
that the payment did not go through and 
demand another payment. The company 
has gotten reports of customers providing 

multiple payments totaling thousands of 
dollars to a scammer.

Con Edison’s website, www.coned.com, 
offers approved options for bill payment. 

This is a lightly edited press release 
provided by Con Edison. As a community 
news organization, we share various 
updates to keep our readers informed. The 
releases are published in this section of our 
site exclusively, separate from our reported 
pieces.

Con Edison Warns Customers About Scammers’ Plots

• No Contracts or Commitments
• Oil Burner Service/Tune-ups
• Quality Heating Oil
• Senior Citizen & Volume Discounts
• Expert Burner Service
• A/C Tune-ups
• Price Matching (Restrictions apply)

The Consumer’s Choice 
for Discount Heating Oil!

Order online at: www.codoil.com

SAVE WITH OUR
LOW C.O.D.

PRICES!
CALL US TODAY AND SAVE!

914.737.7769

 

 

Scheduled to Appear: 
EMILY BAUTISTA (Miss Saigon)        
JACKIE BURNS (Wicked)  
ALI EWOLDT (The Phantom of the Opera)        
JUDY MCLANE (Mamma Mia!)   
KISSY SIMMONS (The Lion King) 

 
Experience all the music and the magic of the season 

we  call “the most wonderful time of the year.”  
 

This concert is a merry celebration of all things  
holiday and guaranteed to lift your spirits and  

warm your heart this season!   

                      Wednesday, December 21 - 7:00 PM 

 

 

KID’S TRAINING
Mon./Tue./Wed. 4:30-6:00 pm

Sat. 10:30-Noon
OPEN DAILY TILL 10 PM

175 Tompkins Ave, Pleasantville
914-741-0738

www.westchestertabletennis.com

 Celebrate the Christmas Season at the 
First Congregational Church  

   210 Orchard Ridge Road, Chappaqua • fcc-chappaqua.org • 914-238-4411 
     

Premium Christmas Trees Sale  
Saturdays, Nov 26; Dec 3, 10, 17 • 10:00 am-4:00 pm  

and Sundays, November 27; December 4, 11 • 11:00 am-4:00 pm 
 

 Saturday, December 3 • Holiday Market 10:00 am-4:00 pm and 
Breakfast with Santa 10:00 am-12:00 pm ($10 adults,$5 children) 

 

              Christmas Eve Family Service at 5:00 pm 
           Christmas Day Carol Sing Service at 10:00 am 
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Specializing in Children’s Haircuts

Tues. 9:30-6 Wed. 9-6 Thurs 9-7 Fri 9-6 Sat 8:30- 5Tues. 9:30-6 Wed. 9-6 Thurs 9-7 Fri 9-6 Sat 8:30- 5

Black Friday Week Sale!Black Friday Week Sale!

OPEN SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER NOON-5

Tuesday, Nov. 22 - Saturday, Nov. 26
50% off

All Fine Jewelry & Sterling Silver in stock
(New purchases only. Excludes Andrea Candela & EL Designs)

Watch Battery Special $4.61
Excludes watches with 4 or more screws

Limit 4 watches. With this coupon.
Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.

Expires 12/30/22

914-245-3899
32 Triangle Center

Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Hidden Treasures & Donation Center
1736 Front Street,Yorktown Hts

914-743-1314
Talk@yorktownloveinaction.com

Help us Help Those in Need!

Our annual 

Holiday Drive
will be comprised of 

universal gift cards 
and monetary 

donations

Please consider helping your neighbors 
have a happy holiday season. The deadline 

for dropping off or mailing donations is
December 23rd, 2021
Thank you! Many Blessings, 

stay healthy and safe.
The Staff at Yorktown Love in Action

Lil’ Chocolate Shoppe

Call 914-769-0771
15 Washington Ave • Pleasantville, NY

Mon-Sat 10am-6pm

Thanksgiving Chocolate Turkeys, 
Foil Turkeys and Cornucopia Center Pieces!

Thanksgiving Chocolates and Special Novelties. 
Holiday gifts made with the Finest Belgian Chocolates!

This is the place for chocolate wafers, supplies 
and much, much, more!

ALL NOVELTY 
ITEMS MADE 

WITH BELGIAN 
CHOCOLATE

SINCE 1986

Hammond 
Candy 
Canes
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Casa Rina Of ThornwoodCasa Rina Of Thornwood

We are open 7 days a week: Mon-Sat Lunch 11:30am-4pm, Mon-Thurs Dinner 4pm-10pm, 
Fri & Sat Dinner 4pm-11pm, Sunday Dinner noon-9pm

        886 Commerce St. Thornwood - 914.769.4515
www.CasaRinaRestaurant.com

The staff at Casa Rina of Thornwood would like to wish you and your family a Happy Thanksgiving

Appetizers
Cold Antipasto

Eggplant Rollatine
Fresh Mozzarella & Tomato

Clams Casino
Fried Calamari

Grilled Sausage & Broccoli Rabe

Selection of
Butternut Squash Soup

Garden Salad
Wedge Salad

Intermezzo
Lemon Sorbet

Children’s Menu
Sliced Turkey… Chicken Parmigiana…

Penne with Tomato Sauce
Kiddy Cocktail $14.95

Thanksgiving Day Menu
(5 Course Dinner)

Entrees
Sliced Turkey Breast served with apple sage stuffi  ng,

scallion mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce and gravy $45.95
Filet of Sole Menuiere served over angel hair pasta $48.95
Grilled Filet Mignon served with scallion mashed potatoes,
sautéed broccoli rabe and marsala mushroom sauce $50.95

Veal ala Casa served with sautéed string beans 
and potato croquette  $46.95

Pork Osso Buco served with gnocchi,
peas and shaved parmesan $46.95

Chicken Martini served over cavatelli $45.95
Honey Glazed Sliced Ham served with sweet mashed potatoes,
grilled asparagus, fi nished with a fresh pineapple sauce $45.95

Dessert
Assorted mini pastries and cookies

Reservations
Recommended

Drop-Ins (1P-6P)

mountkiscony@codeninjas.com

Veteran's Day (11/11)
Intro to Hacking I & II (Ages 9+)
Learn Basic Cybersecurity: Password Security, Phishing,
IP Addresses, Ports, Firewalls, and more.

Election Day (11/8) - 
MODDING WITH MINECRAFT (8+)
Learn how to make your own mods with custom
textures, weapons, armor, enemies, and more.

914.920.9898

NOV CAMPSNOV CAMPSNOV CAMPS   

Black Friday (11/25)
GAME DAY
World Creation in Minecraft & Roblox, Gaming, Robotics,
& More.  Stop (by) Drop (your ninja off) and Shop!

TOWN OF YORKTOWN
REVISED SOLID WASTE COLLECTION SCHEDULE

FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 21st-25th
*NO COLLECTIONS ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24th

THANKSGIVING DAY

E-WASTE/TEXTILE/TIRE DROP OFF DAYE-WASTE/TEXTILE/TIRE DROP OFF DAY

Bring your obsolete computer, TV, laptop, VCR, keyboard,  
cell phone, etc. Drop off bags filled with unwanted clothing, 

shoes, rags, towels, bed sheets, blankets, etc.
Tires without rims can be dropped off for a $5.00/tire disposal fee 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2nd (WEATHER PERMITTING)
7:30AM – 2:30PM (In front of Police Station)

Refuse & Recycling Department
2279 Crompond Road  (behind Police/Court)

Questions? (914) 245-4438  • www.yorktownny.org/refuserecycling

DUAL-STREAM 
RECYCLING COLLECTIONS:

Thursday collections will be picked up on 
Wednesday, November 23rd

All other collections 
will remain the same

RECYCLING KITCHEN TRASH COLLECTIONS
Thursday

Collections will be picked up on:

Wednesday, November 23rd
All other collections
will remain the same

REMINDER: Recyclables in  
Plastic Bags will not be collected!
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LOCAL DELIVERY!
CALL FOR DETAILS

20% OFF
A CASE OF WINE

MIX & MATCH. 
SALE ITEMS EXCLUDED

Prices good through Nov. 30, 2022
Must present ad for sale prices

Shoprite/CVS Center • 1004 Broadway Thornwood • 914-747-8071

OpenOpen
Thanksgiving:Thanksgiving:
9:30am - 3:00pm9:30am - 3:00pm

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat 9:30am -9:00pm

Sunday: 12-5pm

GREY GOOSE 
VODKA

1.75 L
$3999

BELVEDERE 
VODKA

1.75 L
$4699

KETEL ONE 
VODKA

1.75 L
$3999

CHOPIN 
VODKA

1.75 L
$4199

MAKER’S MARK 
BOURBON

1.75 L
$5199

JACK DANIEL’S 
BOURBON

1.75 L
$4799

$2199$3099 $2099 $2099$3499$3299 $2399

WESTERN
SON VODKA 

1.75 L

JOHNNIE 
WALKER RED

1.75 L

DEWAR’S 
SCOTCH 

1.75 L

ABSOLUT 
VODKA

1.75 L

SMIRNOFF 
VODKA

1.75 L

SVEDKA 
VODKA

1.75 L

BACARDI
SILVER
1.75 L

SOBIESKI
VODKA

1.75 L

TALISKER 10YR  $59.99
DALWHINNIE 15YR  $64.99
GLENLIVET 12YR  $56.99

ABERDELFY 12YR $33.99
GLENMORANGIE 10YR  $39.99
THE DALMORE 12YR  $59.99

MACALLAN12 DOUBLE CASKS $64.99

SINGLE MALT SCOTCH SALE 750 ML

JIM BEAM 
BOURBON 

1.75 L
$2999

MIONETTO 
PROSECCO

750 ML
$1299

JAMESON
IRISH WHISKEY
1.75L

$5299

WOODFORD 
RESERVE 
BOURBON 
1.75 L

$6199

JOEL GOTT 
CAB

J. LOHR 
CAB.

BOGLE 
MERLOT 

MEZZA 
CORONA 

PINOT GRIGIO

BOGLE 
CHARDONNAY 

SIMI 
CABERNET

$1599 $899$1299 $999 $1899

STAGS LEAP 
ARTEMIS 

CABERNET

RUFFINO 
CHIANTI 

TAN

KIM 
CRAWFORD 

SAUV. BLANC

KENDALL 
JACKSON 

CHARDONNAY

STAG LEAP
WINERY

NAPA CAB.

$6999 $2099 $1399 $1299 $4999

CAYMUS
NAPA
CAB

CAKEBREAD 
CABERNET

NAPA VALLEY

SILVER OAK
ALEXANDER 
VALLEY CAB.

SMITH & 
HOOK 
CAB

 E. GUIGAL 
COTES 

DU RHONE

JUGGERNAUT
CAB. OR 

PINOT NOIR 
$7999$7499 $7999 $1699 $1399 $1699

750 ML 750 ML 750 ML 750 ML 750 ML 750 ML

$1999

BASIL HAYDEN’S
BOURBON  

750 ML
$4299

JOHNNIE 
WALKER BLACK

1.75 L
$6999

WIDOW JANE 
BOURBON

750 ML
$6499

1.5L

CLASE AZUL
REPOSADO 
TEQUILA

750 ML
$14499

DON JULIO 
1942 TEQUILA

750 ML
$14999

CAVIT 
PINOT 
GRIGIO

1.5L
$1299

BOMBAY 
SAPPHIRE GIN 1.75L
OR TANQUERAY GIN

1.75L
$4199

7% OFF
ANY  SINGLE

BOTTLE
SPIRIT PURCHASE
Not valid on sale items.
May not be combined 

with other o� ers.
with coupon only. 
Expires 11/30/22

EVERYDAY 
SPECIALS
ALL TYPES

BLACK BOX 3L
$19.99

WOODBRIDGE 1.5L
$11.99

YELLOWTAIL 750ML
$5.99

BAREFOOT 1.5L
$11.99

LINDEMAN’S 1.5L
$10.99

VEUVE CLICQUOT $51.99
TAITTINGER $45.99
POL ROGER $42.99
PIPER HEIDSIECK $39.99
G.H. MUMM $39.99

MOET & CHANDON $44.99
ROEDERER ESTATE BRUT $24.99 
DEUTZ $44.99
LOUIS ROEDERER $49.99
MARTINI & ROSSI $12.99

CELEBRATE WITH
CHAMPAGNE!

ALL 750 ML

DALWHINNIE 15YR  $64.99 BOURBON  WALKER BLACK BOURBON  

THORNWOOD WINES & SPIRITSTHORNWOOD WINES & SPIRITS
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We Buy Gold, Silver 
& Platinum • Repair 

Work • Gift Wrapping
Gift Certifi cates

Open Tuesday through Saturday 10AM- 5:30 PM
8A South Moger Avenue, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549 • (914) 241-2232

ALWAYS ALWAYS 
UNIQUEUNIQUE

LET’S 
ALL BE 

THANKFUL!

Our 53rd Year

3655 Crompond Rd Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567
914-737-2437 • www.taconicvet.com

Same Staff- New Name!
Mary Wallace VMD Medical Director
Emergency & Urgent Care Walk-ins Welcome

General Practice • Now accepting New Patients
Open 7 Days/week Including Holidays 7:30 AM - 7:00PM

Open Thanksgiving Day
7:30am-7:00pm

Emergency and Urgent 
Care Needs

FIRST EXAM for New Clients!*
*Restrictions apply.  

Excludes emergency exams.
Please Call for detailsFR

EE

FR
EE

Happy

Thanksgiving!
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Holiday Train Show Makes its Return to Greeley House for the Season
By Martin Wilbur

It appears that a holiday tradition created 
last year may now be an annual fixture in 
Chappaqua.

For the second year in a row, the New 
Castle Historical Society is presenting its 
Great Holiday Train Show, a collection of 
about 10 replica trains that are set up to 
operate, each in a different room of the 
Greeley House on King Street. The 19th 
century farmhouse, which served as the 
famous newspaper publisher’s second 
home, is beautifully decorated for the 
season.

While historical society members 
thought it might be an excellent choice to 
present something different for the holiday 
season last year, no one was prepared for 
the onslaught of visitors, not only from the 
local area but throughout the entire tristate 
region, said Georgia Frasch, president of 
the New Castle Historical Society.

Its popularity compelled the organization 
to reprise the exhibit for this year. The 
show opens this Saturday, Nov. 19 and runs 
primarily on weekends through Jan. 8.

“It was such a really, really lovely event, 
and I don’t know who was more excited, 
the grandparents or the children,” Frasch 
said.

She said historical society board 
member Richard Diefenbach, who has a 

replica train collection along with his son, 
suggested the show.

Most of the replica trains are relatively 
modern but there are some important 
historical tie-ins between New Castle 
and the railroads, she said. The New York 
Central Railroad came through the town in 
the 19th century, which was instrumental 
in changing the future course of the 
community.

Frasch said one part of the show will 
be a room dedicated to the New York 
Central, curated by Jamie Comstock, a 
direct descendant of its founder and owner, 
Cornelius Vanderbilt. That railroad was 
one of the largest in the nation during its 
heyday.

“(Comstock) is going to be curating 
the room with memorabilia that has been 
passed down through her family, train 
memorabilia, Frasch said.

One day to look forward to is Saturday, 
Dec. 3, where the historical society 
is partnering with the town and the 
Chappaqua-Millwood Chamber of 
Commerce to hold its Christmas tree 
lighting outside of the Greeley House 
shortly after sunset, she said. The custom 
jewelry store, Desires By Mikolay, across 
King Street from the Greeley House 
will have Santa Claus, sculpturing and 
refreshments.

Last year’s demand to see the show 

prompted the historical society to schedule 
its hourly train show time slots during the 
week between Christmas and New Year’s, 
Frasch said. With schools closed, it might 
be a way for families and provide extra 
time slots for, she said.

Frasch noted the train show can be 
comfortably viewed in about 40 to 45 
minutes, leaving some time for visitors 
browse through the gift shop.

Tickets for each time slot are sold for 
every hour on the hour from late morning 
through much of the afternoon.

“I just want this to be a very wonderful 
community come-together, and there are 
so many new families in won with little 
children, and I want them to know that this 
is a great place to grow up, to raise your 
children and the community does come 
together,” Frasch said. 

For more information on The Great 
Holiday Train Show and to purchase 
tickets, visit www.newcastlehs.org. 
Tickets are $10 for members, $15 for non-
members and $8 for children from two 
to eight years old. There is also a small 
processing fee.

The show is open every Saturday and 
Sunday starting this weekend through Jan. 
8 with the exception of Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day, in addition to Dec. 26-30.

The Greeley House is located at 100 
King St. in Chappaqua.

PARAMOUNTHUDSONVALLEY.COM
PARAMOUNT HUDSON VALLEY THEATER

NOV 26LIVE ON
STAGE!

There are 10 different replica trains that operate 
as part of the Great Holiday Train Show at the 
Horace Greeley House in Chappaqua. The show  
attracted large throngs last holiday season.

Advertise in The Examiner  •  914-864-0878  •  advertising@theexaminernews.com
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Almost every day, on my way 
home in my car, I pass a property 
with a big “For Sale by Owner” 
sign, (known in the real estate 
game as a FSBO – pronounced 
FIZZ-bo) – and it always prompts 
a mental response from me. 

If I’m in a good frame of mind, I 
say to myself, “Oh my, the owner 
is really in for some heartbreak.” 
If I’m more in an unfiltered mode, 
I think, “What is the owner, nuts?”  

And I think this, not so much 
because I happen to be a realtor 
but rather from the experience I 
have observed from those sellers 
(and buyers too) who have taken 
this route in trying to sell (or buy) 
a home.

A FSBO is the process by which a 
homeowner tries to sell directly to a buyer.  
There is only one possible advantage to this 
process, and that is simply that there is no 
commission to pay to a realtor. However, 
there can be lots of drawbacks to take the 
glow off saving (just sometimes) money 
allocated for real estate agents’ fees.   

Despite the initial cost savings from 
eliminating commission fees, this DIY 
approach can end up being more costly 
overall, particularly for inexperienced 
sellers. 

The most common – and seductive – 
reason for going the FSBO route is the 
potential for cost savings. When selling 
a home with an agent, a homeowner can 
typically expect to pay 5 to 6 percent in 

commissions – 3 percent to the 
listing agent and 3 percent to the 
buyer’s agent. But with a FSBO, 
the seller is responsible only for 
the buyer’s agent commission, 
thus reducing the commission 
owed at closing.

One of the negative aspects for 
a FSBO is that the seller normally 
does not have at his or her 
disposal the sophisticated tools 
needed to conduct a competitive 
marketing analysis.

Pricing is never easy, but self-
pricing a home by the seller 
without an agent’s use of the 
Multiple Listing Service is a 
totally different story, which is 
why it’s hardly a surprise that 

pricing consistently tops the list of FSBO 
challenges. Because public access to market 
data is limited, homeowners have no clear 
way of knowing which homes are (or aren’t) 
selling. And because selling prices are not 
required to be publicly disclosed until the 
closing, there’s no precise way to compare 
one home value to another.

A listing agent is better qualified to price a 
home utilizing the tools at his or her disposal 
and based on neighborhood expertise and 
real-time data.

With a FSBO, the buck stops with the 
seller on the home’s listing price, what 
improvements are made to prepare the home 
for listing, to whom the home is shown and 
ultimately to whom the house is sold. That 
can be a lot of responsibility, and mistakes 

can be made by a homeowner who, after all, 
is normally not an expert in real estate.

From my experience, having conducted 
many conversions from FSBOs to one of 
my listings, sellers who start out listing as 
FSBO like the idea of maintaining control. It 
can be hard for them to relinquish that. 

But FSBOs usually stay on the market 
longer for a couple of reasons. First, buyers 
expect to save money when making an 
offer on a FSBO, since they are aware that 
the seller is not paying a listing agent’s fee. 
Negotiations can be tainted by this fact. 
Second, it’s more difficult for the homeowner 
to pull together all the necessary facts and 
documents required for the sale.

The hardest challenge FSBO sellers face 
is reaching the maximum number of potential 
buyers for the home for sale. Some start out 

by promoting on Facebook or just planting a 
For Sale by Owner sign, but research shows 
clearly that FSBOs fail to reach their optimal 
number of prospective buyers and normally 
sell for less money. So, armed with this 
information, where is the rationale?

I would note that the FSBO sign I pass 
every day has been there for a very, very 
long time!

Bill Primavera is a residential and 
commercial realtor associated with William 
Raveis Realty, as well as a publicist and 
journalist writing regularly as The Home 
Guru. For questions about home maintenance 
or to buy or sell a home, he can be e-mailed 
at williamjprimavera@gmail.com or called 
directly at 914-522-2076.

Why ‘For Sale by Owner’ (FSBO) Signs Should Raise a Red Flag

PLA033-3

GET GREAT VALUE ON
BETTER CAR INSURANCE

AARP® Auto Insurance  
Program from The Hartford1

M  naheeF wehtta
F  ycnegA ecnarusnI nahee
8  0707-872-54
M  moc.ecnarusninaheef@Ftta
B  184966-R
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Lisa Censullo
Feehan Insurance Agency
845-278-7070
LisaC@feehaninsurance.com
BR-1039488

ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS • SKYLIGHTS
DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS • LEADERS • REPAIRS

Family Run. Owner Supervision on All Jobs.
Exceptional Quality and Service at Affordable Prices.

Visit our larger office and showroom, 
Or we will BRING the showroom to you!

www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY
Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners

WC. Lic. #10415H99
P.C. Lic. #1817
YNK 307 
H-12519-07-23-00

Don’t be this person... Call the Professional!
Miracle Home Improvements Offers Gutter Cleaning!
Schedule  your Cleaning NOW for your Fall Cleaning!

FINANCING OPTIONS FROM

We Now 
Offer 

Painting 
Services!

914.271.9119
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A Sweet Tooth Delight: Dessert Bakery Opens in Peekskill
By Abby Luby

A chocolatey sweet aroma wafted out onto 
Main Street in Peekskill from Blondery, a 
newly-opened dessert bakery. 

Auzerais Bellamy, founder and CEO of 
Blondery, has had a growing and dedicated 
following who crave her scrumptious blondies, 
savory cookies and 11-layer cake jars via her 
e-commerce business started in 2018.

Bellamy has taken the plunge and shifted her 
e-commerce business to a brick-and-mortar 
retail store as a hub to run her e-commerce 
business and to sell her goods directly to 
customers. 

Her team of two pastry chefs can be seen 
baking cookies and blondies in the well-lit 
and remodeled 2,500-square-foot space with 
a stainless-steel oven, cookie racks and work 
table.  

“We wanted the oven to face the street 
because once you see it baking it’s beautiful,” 
said Bellamy, who launched the store last 
week. “It’s something people don’t typically 
see.” 

Bellamy was born in northern California’s 
Bay Area, graduated from Johnson & Wales 
University’s culinary arts program and worked 
as a chef de partie at Bouchon Bakery in 
Yountville, Calif. She moved to New York City 
to become a demi sous chef for Bouchon in 
Rockefeller Center. 

While taking on various jobs, Bellamy made 
blondies for friends and family. Word of mouth 
made her delectable dessert bar widely popular, 
and in 2016 she started Blondery, an online 
business she operated out of the well-known 

bakery Ovenly in Greenpoint, Brooklyn. 
Blondery blossomed and attracted clients 

such as JP Morgan, Hulu and Hearst, and more 
recently, was an item in the Netflix swag bag 
for Emmy nominees.

But when Hurricane Ida hit last year, Ovenly 
was flooded and Bellamy was forced to move 
quickly and re-establish her business for the 
holiday season. 

“We had eight days to move and I cast a wide 
net to find a new space,” she recalled. “First 
we found a temporary kitchen at the Division 
Street Grill (in Peekskill) but we were still 
looking.”

Bellamy said she was lucky to find the Main 
Street storefront, which had previously been 
a bakery. She was helped by Peekskill’s Kecia 
Palmer-Cousins, CEO of Aero-Ba-Soul Inc., 
who helped negotiate a lease with the landlord. 

“I wasn’t sure we would stay in Peekskill but 
I wanted to because I liked the area,” Bellamy 
said. “I like that there were people who looked 
like me here.”

Bellamy, who lives in Yonkers, was able 
to purchase high-end bakery equipment by 
raising $20,000 from supporters. 

Fresh-baked cookies and blondies at 
Blondery use all-natural ingredients. Blondies 
come in pecan and salted caramel, strawberry 
rosé, s’mores, cinnamon sugar, red velvet 
(made with beet juice) and a gluten-free 
Brooklyn blackout. For Thanksgiving there 
will be apple pie, peach cobbler, chocolate 
bottom pecan pie and pumpkin pie blondies. 

Blondery cookies will be sold under 
Bellamy’s sister operation Peekskill Cookie 
Company using DoorDash and UberEats. 

She carries chocolate chip, snickerdoodle and 
s’more flavored cookies. Cookies and cake 
jars are sold at the bakery along with oat milk-
based hot chocolate, along with vanilla and 
strawberry oat milk. The bakery also sells dog 
treats. 

Trying out new tastes and combinations 
is mandatory for Bellamy. Special blondies 

include a coquitos blondie created by her 
Puerto Rican pastry chef, a tamarind blondie 
and one with guava and cheese, which was 
created by her other pastry chef, who is from 
the Dominican Republic. 

“Since I’m African American I’ve come up 
with a peach cobbler blondie for this month,” 
Bellamy said.  

Her staff also includes a personal assistant 
and she is looking to hire a dishwasher, a 
cashier and a barista to make the milk drinks.

Prospects on Blondery as a community 
space is another idea of Bellamy’s.

“I’ve seen that the young people, the 
teenagers in Peekskill, don’t have a lot of 
activities that don’t involve drinking,” she said. 
“We can utilize this creative, fun space for kids’ 
cooking classes after hours, dance classes 
or artists’ presentations. I will listen to the 
community and see how I can be of service.”

Her blondies and cookies sold at the store 
are less expensive than online: four blondies 
in a box sell for $35 online but are $15 at the 
store. The 24-piece box that runs $75 to $125 
online costs $65 at the store. 

“I’m hoping to either create a new memory 
you might have or expound on a memory 
you already have by eating my cookies and 
blondies,” Bellamy said. “That’s the nurturing 
part of being a baker. We bake to see people 
smile. That’s what we do.” 

Blondery is located at 922 Main St. in 
Peekskill. It’s open Tuesday to Sunday from 7 
a.m. to 9 p.m. For more information, call 914-
488-6168 or visit www.blondery.com.

 

ABBY LUBY PHOTO

Auzerais Bellamy, founder and CEO of Blondery, 
a new bakery that opened last week in Peekskill 
known for its blondies and savory cookies. 
Blondery will be a hub for her e-commerce and 
retail business. 

GO
        100+ YEARS
      OF GETTING 
   STUDENTS WHERE
THEY WANT TO

#PaceGoGetters
/ New York City
/ Westchester

Christmas
with

For tickets call 917-567-5842 or visit chrisruggierotix.com

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9 7:30 PM
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By Martin Wilbur

If you go to Arc Stages in Pleasantville 
this weekend, you may recognize a story 
with a familiar theme.

The theater is presenting the remaining 
three performances of “She Loves Me,” a 
story that has had multiple adaptations on 
the screen and on the stage.

For director Ann-Ngaire Martin, the 
story and the music make for a popular 
combination that drew plenty of actors 
to audition for the 12 characters in the 
show, making for a very strong cast for the 
Community Stage production.

“This is one of those shows that I think 
you have like a little sweet spot in your 
heart for it and a lot of actors came out 
and said ‘I just want to be in it,’ and that’s 
how we got four ensemble women who are 
so amazing,” Martin said. “(They said) ‘I 
don’t have to be the lead. I just want to 
be in it.’”

The show is based on the original 
production “Parfumerie.” For those, who 
may not recognize that title or “She Loves 
Me,” there have been three on-screen 
adaptations over the decades, starting in 
1940 with “The Shop Around the Corner” 
starring Jimmy Stewart and Margaret 
Sullivan, followed by “In the Good Old 
Summertime” and most recently in 1998 
with “You’ve Got Mail.”

Playing the lead, Amalia, is Stacey 
Bone-Gleason, who directs and teaches at 
Arc Stages and periodically heads back to 

the stage to act. 
While the story is timeless – Amalia gets 

hired at a perfumery and she doesn’t know 
that her pen pal love interest also works 
there – the music provides everyone in 
the cast an opportunity to shine, Bone-
Gleason said.

“I love the music, I love this piece, 

I love this role, but I think the best part 
about this show is the fact that it is such 
an ensemble, is so beautiful with all the 
characters in it,” she said.

Martin said that she knew Bone-
Gleason could act, but was “floored” when 
she heard her beautiful soprano voice that 
is perfectly suited for the role. 

The show is enhanced with music from a 
five-piece band.

Moving back and forth between, 
teaching, directing and acting allows 
Bone-Gleason to refresh herself with her 
different responsibilities and perspectives, 
which not only rekindled her enthusiasm 
for acting but makes her better in each of 
her roles.

“I’ve always said, as soon as I found 
teaching and directing, I found I had a 
better sense of myself,” Bone-Gleason 
said. “I started feeling better about the 
world of the arts in general, started acting 
some again, and then it’s vice versa, there 
are times when you’re teaching non-
stop for long time and you start acting 
and you’re like now I can bring what I’m 
remembering about acting and the craft to 
my students because I’m acting as well.”

For Martin, the auditioning and 
rehearsing for “She Loves Me” emphasizes 
the best of local theater. There’s a classic 
story line with great music and having 
enthusiastic actors having fun.

“That’s what community theater is 
about for me, having people walk in and 
they say, ‘Let’s do a show together,’” she 
said. 

After opening last Friday, the cast will do 
three more shows this Friday and Saturday 
evenings at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. 

For more information about Arc 
Stages, visit www.arcstages.org. Arc 
Stages is located at 147 Wheeler Ave. in 
Pleasantville.

Arc Stages Brings Popular Storyline to Audiences With ‘She Loves Me’

A scene from Arc Stages’ current Community Theater production of “She Loves Me.” There are three 
more performances at the Pleasantville theater this weekend.

� e NYS Long Term Care Ombudsman Program is a dedicated advocacy program available to anyone residing in a nursing home 
or other long term care facility. It advocates for residents to address their quality-of-life and quality-of-care issues, along with their 
rights. 

Locally, the Tri-County LTC Ombudsman Program serves Westchester, Rockland and Putnam counties, and is sponsored by the 
Long Term Care Community Coalition (LTCCC). If you or a loved are in need of an advocate in long term care,  please call (914) 
500-3406. 

Now, more than ever, we need dedicated volunteers to advocate for nursing home and other long term care residents.  Please con-
sider volunteering in your area and advocate for these vulnerable residents.  As a volunteer certi� ed Ombudsman, you can help 
ensure that the voices of long term care residents do not go unheard. 

To learn more about making a di� erence as a volunteer with the Ombudsman Program,  
please visit: https://nursinghome411.org/ltcop/volunteer/

Long Term Care Ombudsman Program:
Serving Residents and Seeking Volunteers
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The Capa Space has landed! 
Yorktown’s new photography-based 

education and exhibition center will open 
on Dec. 10. 

The nonprofit organization has secured 
a lease from the Amawalk Friends Meeting 
to rent the property at 2467 Quaker 
Church Rd. It is located a short walk from 
the graves of internationally renowned 
war photographer and Medal of Freedom 
recipient Robert Capa and his younger 
brother Cornell Capa, founder of the 
International Center for Photography in 
New York City.

Founded by Yorktown residents Elise 
Graham and Tim Hartung, The Capa Space 
is a venue where people can gather to 
create, view and learn about photography. 
It is dedicated to continuing the legacy 
of the Capas and their work as socially 
conscious photographers.

The first exhibition in the new space 
will be “Empathy and Empowerment: The

Documentary Photography of José 
Alvarado Jr.,” opening on Saturday, Dec. 
10.

Alvarado is a New York-based Puerto 
Rican photographer, and is a graduate of 
Yorktown High School and the Fashion 
Institute of Technology. His photographs 
have been published in The New York 
Times, The Wall Street Journal, Time, The 
New Yorker and many other publications. 

The exhibition runs through Feb. 25, 
2023. 

Prior to securing its current location, 
The Capa Space presented an inaugural 
exhibition earlier this year at the Bethany 
Arts Community in Ossining. That show, 
“This Far and No Further,” featured 
photographs included in a book of the same 
title by William Abranowicz depicting 
ordinary places that shaped the Civil 
Rights movement.

This past June, The Capa Space 
presented an outdoor screening of the 
documentary “Mr. Soul!” produced and 
directed by Peabody Award-winning 
Yorktown resident Melissa Haizlip. Before 
the film, Haizlip spoke to the audience 
about the film, which profiled her uncle, 
Ellis Haizlip, creator and host of the first 
nationally broadcast all-Black variety show 
on public television.

Upcoming exhibitions include a 
retrospective of the work of Robert Capa, 
dubbed by the press “the greatest war 
photographer in the world” for his searing 
photo records of five wars: the Spanish Civil 
War, the Sino-Japanese War, World War II, 
the 1948 Arab-Israeli War and ultimately 
the French Indochina War, where he lost 
his life to a landmine in 1954. He was the 
only civilian photographer at Omaha Beach 
on D-Day, and his photographs, which 
appeared in Life Magazine, brought the 

horror and reality of war to the American 
public for the first time.

“The Capa Space will be a 21st century 
arts center that embraces photography as 
a means to draw the community together 
in common purpose and to strengthen the 

bonds that exist between neighbors,” said 
Mark Lubell, former executive director of 
the International Center of Photgraphy.

For more information about The Capa 
Space and the upcoming exhibition, visit 
thecapaspace.org.

Photography Education and Exhibit Center to Open in Yorktown

The home of the Capa Space in Yorktown, a new photography-based education and exhibit venue that 
will open on Dec. 10.

This fall, ownership of Hawthorne 
Funeral Home will transition to Matthew 
Fiorillo and his team at Ballard-Durand 
Funeral & Cremation Services, which 
currently serves families from its locations 
in White Plains and Elmsford.

Current Hawthorne Funeral Home 
owner Ernest J. Carpentieri, who was 
once a funeral director at Ballard-Durand, 
will continue to be involved in the funeral 
home as the licensed manager. 

“I chose Matthew and the team at Ballard-
Durand because I trust them to continue 
caring for families with professionalism 
and to uphold our outstanding legacy of 
service,” Carpentieri said. “We believe 
the families of Mount Pleasant deserve 
nothing but the best, and we made this 
decision because we know it will have 
a positive impact on them. It feels great 
to be coming full circle and to be in the 
Ballard-Durand family once again.”

Hawthorne Funeral Home has been 
an institution in the community for 30 
years and has built a close bond with the 
residents of Mount Pleasant in that time. 
It is imperative to the new owners that the 
connection be maintained while bringing 
the high level of service and quality that 
families of Westchester County have come 
to expect from Ballard-Durand.

“We plan on being heavily involved with 
the families we serve at our Hawthorne 
location,” Fiorillo said. “I want to get to 
know the community and find out what we 
can do to provide them with a meaningful, 
healing experience. We are so excited 
about the opportunity we now have to 

support families all over Westchester 
County.”

For more information, contact Matthew 
Fiorillo at 914-949-0566.

This is a lightly edited press release 
provided by the business. As a community 
news organization, we share updates about 
local businesses as a way to support their 
efforts and keep our readers abreast. The 
releases are published in this section of our 
site exclusively, separate from our reported 
pieces.

Ballard-Durand Acquiring 
Hawthorne Funeral Home

Simple Steps for a Happy, 
Heart-Healthy Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving is about enjoying 
time with family and celebrating with 
traditional foods we know and love. 

While many classic holiday dishes 
are high in fat and calories, making a 
few simple swaps in your Thanksgiving 
dinner and dessert recipes can make the 
meal much healthier for your heart. 

“Using smart substitutions in your 
holiday baking and cooking can have a 
positive impact on keeping your health 
in check over Thanksgiving,” said Dr. 
Gary Gabelman, a cardiologist at White 
Plains Hospital.

These simple tricks make your 
favorite holiday recipes better for heart 
health.

Baking:
• Use cinnamon-flavored, no-sugar 

added applesauce instead of butter.
• Use a lower-calorie sugar substitute.
• Choose low-fat or skim milk instead 

of whole milk. 
• Swap out half of your white flour for 

whole-wheat flour.
• Swap chocolate chips or candies for 

dried fruit, such as cranberries or 
cherries.

• Add flavor with extracts like vanilla, 
almond and peppermint instead of 
sugar or butter.

Cooking:
• Instead of butter, try vegetable oils, 

such as olive oil – even in your 
mashed potatoes!

• Flavor dishes with herbs and spices, 
like rosemary and cloves, instead of 
butter or salt.

• Use whole-grain breads and pastas.
• Bake, grill or steam your vegetables 

instead of frying.
• Use low-fat or skim milk instead of 

whole milk or heavy cream.

“Now that you’ve prepared some of 
your Thanksgiving meal with healthy 
substitutes, prepare yourself a balanced 
plate – starting with a salad and 
vegetables,” Gabelman said. “Eating 
vegetables will ensure you get the 
nutrients you need and will help fill you 
up so you don’t overload on other, less 
healthy foods, such as rolls, stuffing and 
pie.”

The American Heart Association 
advises increasing physical activity over 
Thanksgiving and throughout the holiday 
season to combat the extra calories and 
stress. Play catch with your kids, walk 
your dog or carve out 40 minutes in your 
schedule to hit the gym for an endorphin 
boost. Make exercise a family affair by 
taking a walk together after each meal 
or gathering. 

To find more ways to live healthfully, 
visit www.heart.org. 

This is a press release provided by the 
American Heart Association. It has been 
lightly edited and is being published by 
Examiner Media as a public service.

Matthew Fiorillo, of Ballard-Durand Funeral & 
Cremation Services, shakes hands with Ernest 
Carpentieri, the longtime owner of Hawthorne 
Funeral Home, which Ballard-Durand recently 
acquired.
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR 
paintings, antiques, furniture, 
silver, sculpture, jewelry books, 
cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, 
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL 

AARON AT 914-235-0302

**COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
TOP PRICES PAID!** 30 years 
experience. Reliable and honest! 
Call or Text:  917-699-2496, or 
e-mail: smileLP@aol.com.

WANTED TO BUY: Antiques, 
collectibles, oddities - for cash. 
(914) 263-2917

AUTO DONATIONS

Drive Out Breast Cancer: 
Donate a car today!  The benefits 
of donating your car or boat:  Fast 

Free Pickup - 24hr Response   Tax 
Deduction - Easy To Do!  Call 24/7:  
855-905-4755

Wheels For Wishes benefiting 
Make-A-Wish® Northeast New 
York. Your Car Donations Matter 
NOW More Than Ever! Free 

Vehicle Pick Up ANYWHERE.  
We Accept Most Vehicles Running 
or Not.  100% Tax Deductible.  
Minimal To No Human Contact.  
Call: (877) 798-9474.  Car Donation 
Foundation d/b/a Wheels For 
Wishes. www.wheelsforwishes.
org.

BUYING/SELLING

Buying diamonds, gold, silver, 
all fine jewelry and watches, coins, 
paintings, better furs, complete 
estates. We simply pay more! Call 
Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

COIN/GOLD/SILVER WANTED

Top Buyer for Coins & 
Currency, Gold & Silver, 
Jewelry, Diamonds, Watches 
Buying & Selling Gold & Silver 
Bullion  Experienced, Licensed, 
Professional Mount Kisco Gold 
& Silver Inc 139 E. Main Street, 
Mt. Kisco, NY 10549 Free 
Valuations 914-244-9500 www.
bermanbuyscollectables.com

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get 
the skills to become a Computer 
& Help Desk Professional now! 
Grants and Scholarships available 
for certain programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for details! 
844-947-0192 (M-F 8am-6pm 
ET). Computer with internet is 
required.

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING! Become a 
Medical Office Professional online 
at CTI! Get Trained, Certified 
& ready to work in months! Call 
855-543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm 
ET). Computer with internet is 
required.

ESTATE SALE:

Buckingham is having a 
one day sale only. Saturday, 
November 19th 10:00 AM to 4:00 
PM. at 237 East Main Street, 
Mount Kisco, NY. Charming 
boutique shop closing. Everything 
must go! Lots of art, paintings, 
prints, silk screens by local artists. 
Tables - drop leaf, oak, small glass, 
wrought iron. Shelves, chairs, 
set of four bar stools, trunks. 
Fabulous orange MCM coffee 
table. Victorian tufted stuffed 
chair. African art and statues. 
Knickknacks, giftables, glassware, 
china, crystal, porcelain and 
more... Lamps, lighting, beautiful 
butterfly pole lamp, wrought iron 
music stand, mirrors, linens, 
leather case. Children’s chairs and 
wooden horse. Lots of costume 
jewelry. Too much to list, lots more 
to see. Check or cash only. (203) 
767-5771 - Buckingham.

110822

continued on next page
FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-855-916-54731-855-916-5473

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert® is always 
here for me.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

Help at Home

sends help fast, 24/7.
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*

(888) 871-0194

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.

PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated 
solar + battery storage system, stores 
solar energy that can power your whole 
home during utility power outages and 
save you money on your electric bill.

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Dental50Plus.com/nypress

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about 
this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. 
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider 
kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

continued on page 26
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Thanksgiving and the holiday season are 
almost upon us, and historically, the arrival 
of cooler weather and more home cooking 
– especially for the holidays – lead to an 
increase in home cooking fires. 

Ahead of 2022’s peak home fire season, 
New York State has already experienced 
118 home fire fatalities, compared to 85 at 
this time last year. 

The Firefighters Association of the 
State of New York (FASNY) is reminding 
everyone of basic cooking safety tips 
that could prevent a fire from ruining the 
holidays. 

“Our state’s volunteer firefighters 
hope that all New Yorkers have a safe and 
happy holiday,” said FASNY President 
Edward Tase Jr. “When preparing your 
Thanksgiving feast and other upcoming 
holiday meals, remember to take important 
safety precautions, such as not leaving 
your cooking unattended. Unattended 
cooking is a leading cause of home fires 
that can easily be prevented.”

According to the National Fire 
Prevention Association (NFPA), 
Thanksgiving is the leading day for home 
cooking fires, with 1,630 breaking out 
in 2018 –  250 percent above the daily 
average. The second highest day for home 
cooking fires was Christmas Day, with 740 
incidents. Following safe cooking practices 
this holiday will ensure an accident or a 
preventable fire does not occur.

One safety risk often taken on 
Thanksgiving is deep-frying turkeys. 

It is extremely dangerous to deep-fry a 
turkey, which can lead to serious burns 
and property damage. It is integral that the 
turkey is completely thawed before frying 
and that the cooking occurs outside and 
away from flammable objects. 

FASNY and the National Fire Protection 
Agency provide the following tips:
• Remain in the kitchen while cooking.  

Whether you’re frying, grilling, baking 
or broiling food, it’s always a good idea 
to supervise cooking directly.  

• Most cooking fires involve the 
stovetop, so keep anything that can 
catch fire away from it, and turn off the 
stove when you leave the kitchen, even 
if it’s for “just a second.” A second is all 
it takes for a house fire to start.

• If you’re simmering, boiling, baking or 
roasting food, check it regularly and 
use a timer to remind yourself that 
you’re cooking.

• For homes with children, have the 
kids remain outside the kitchen area 
while food is being prepared. Pets 
should also be kept out of the kitchen 
while cooking. The safest chef is an 
undistracted chef.

• Make sure your smoke detectors are 
functioning by pressing the “test” 
button. If needed, replace the batteries 
– and if not functioning after testing, 
install brand-new smoke alarms. (If 
you have smoke alarms with sealed-
in batteries that do not function when 
tested, replace the entire unit.)

• Clothing ignitions lead to approximately 
16 percent of home cooking fire deaths. 
It is important to wear short, close-
fitting or tightly rolled sleeves as loose 
clothing can dangle onto stove burners 
or gas flames and catch fire. Keep the 
cooking area clean and combustible 
materials away from your stove top; 
built-up grease as well as oven mitts, 
food packaging, wooden utensils, 
towels, curtains and other materials on 
or near the stove can catch fire.

• Deep-frying turkeys is extremely 
dangerous, especially when done 
without care.

• If a turkey fryer must be used, follow 
these tips:
• Turkey fryers can easily tip over 

spilling hot oil across a large 
area. Use your turkey fryer only 
outdoors on a sturdy, level surface 
that is well away from things that 
can burn.

• Make sure to have a “three-foot 
kid- and pet-free zone” around your 
turkey fryer to protect against burn 
injuries.

• An overfilled cooking pot will cause 
oil to spill over when the turkey 
is placed inside. Determine the 
correct amount of oil needed by 
first placing the turkey in the pot 
with water.

• A partially frozen turkey will cause 
hot oil to splatter. Make sure your 
turkey is completely thawed before 
you fry it.

• Turkey fryers can easily overheat 
and start a fire. Check the 
temperature often with a cooking 
thermometer so the oil won’t 
overheat.

• The pot, lid and handles of a turkey 
fryer can get dangerously hot and 
cause burn injuries. Use long, insulated 
cooking gloves that protect hands and 
arms when you handle these items.

This is a press release provided by the 
Firemen’s Association of the State of New 
York (FASNY). It has been lightly edited and 
is being published by Examiner Media as a 
public service.

Founded in 1872, FASNY represents 
the interests of about 85,000 volunteer 
firefighters and emergency medical personnel 
in New York State. For more information, 
visit www.fasny.com.   

Thanksgiving Fire Safety Tips as Peak Home Cooking Season Nears

The Business Council of Westchester 
(BCW) will celebrate businesses 
that participated in the Westchester 
Innovation Network (WIN) at a Nov. 29 
Showcase.

The WIN Showcase at the 
Westchester Marriott Hotel in 
Tarrytown will recognize innovators and 
companies that the BCW paired to drive 
economic development, innovation and 
growth within the county. 

The BCW will award $25,000 in 
prizes to four of the WIN program’s 
top performers and there will be an 
announcement about the program’s 
international expansion. 

“WIN is concluding a successful first 
year thanks to incredible innovators 
from around the world who were 
matched with leading Westchester 
organizations,” said Dr. Marsha 
Gordon, the council’s president and 
CEO. “Together, these companies have 
logged great achievements, and now it’s 
time to showcase the WIN successes 
with the public.” 

The event highlights the results 
of WIN’s Innovation Match Program, 
which attracts innovative companies to 
Westchester and pairs them with local 
companies to test their products and 
services in real-world settings. The 

program’s goal is to provide the local 
host companies with an opportunity 
to understand innovation within their 
industries and to provide valuable 
feedback to innovators who need to pilot 
or beta test in a prospective customer 
setting. 

The Nov. 29 WIN Showcase runs from 
4 to 7 p.m. For tickets and information, 
visit www.bcw.org..

The Innovation Match Program is one 
of WIN’s multidimensional approaches 
to transforming the county into a center 
for new ideas and businesses. The WIN 
program’s two other components are:

 
• The City Labs Project, which 

is a program that spotlights a 
host community and teams that 
municipality with individuals 
focused on identifying projects 
to assist in delivering immediate 
economic benefit to that community 
and its residents through innovation.

• The WIN Implementation Guide, 
which will provide information 
to assist with the policies and 
infrastructure of the county to 
better attract and retain innovators, 
including funding, zoning, job 
training, incentives and more.

Business Council of Westchester to 
Celebrate Innovation at ShowcaseAcross

1. Land of opportunity
4. Brass
8. Wks. and wks.
9. Spacecraft
11. Sculptures and paintings
12. Witnesses
13. Thornwood restaurant 
meaning “House of Joy”
15. Quality of being true
16. “Ben-Hur” studio
19. Galway native
20. End ___
22. Cries of regret
23. Noah’s mountain
24. Founding Father Franklin 
or White Plains
steakhouse
27. Impassive
29. Parts of finan. portfolios, abbr.
31. Overwhelming panic
32. Mock, in a way
33. Small road
34. Slangy turndown

Down
1. “Kill Bill” star
2. Black magic
3. Garland and Streisand film
4. Thug
5. Team, selected from the best of the 
best
6. Legal scholar’s deg.
7. Part of U.C.L.A.

9. Eagle’s nest
10. Sorority letter
12. Shower alternative
14. A sib
15. Prefix with “duct”
17. Old-timer
18. Denver clock setting, abbr.
20. Orenburg’s river
21. “Casablanca” pianist
23. Slightly open
25. Dublin’s home
26. Officer, abbr.
27. Caps on Cardinals’ caps
28. Crumpet’s accompaniment
30. Produce duds

Answers on page 31

Crossword

Buy Myles Mellor’s easy, super easy, medium crosswords, family puzzle books, 
word searches and cryptograms at www.ilovecrosswords.com
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FINANCE

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, 
& resolve tax debt FAST. Call 888-
869-5361 (Hours:  Mon-Fri 7am-
5pm PST)

HEALTH

ATTENTION VIAGRA 
USERS: Generic 100mg blue 
pills or generic 20mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Call 
Today. 877-707-5523

HELP WANTED

Up to $21.09 NYC, $20.22 

L.I.,  $15.20 Upstate NY! If 
you need care from your relative, 
friend/ neighbor and you have 
Medicaid, they may be eligible to 
start taking care of you as personal 
assistant under NYS Medicaid 
CDPA Program. No Certificates 
needed. 347-713-3553

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months! Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available. Call: 
866-393-3636

Do you need a Roof or 
Energy Efficient Windows & 
Help paying for it? YOU MAY 
QUALIFY THROUGH NEW 

RELIEF PROGRAMS (800) 944-
9393 or visit NYProgramFunding.
org to qualify. Approved 
applications will have the work 
completed by a repair crew 
provided by: HOMEOWNER 
FUNDING. Not affiliated with 
State or Gov Programs.

Don’t Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! American 
Residential Warranty covers 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE/ $100 OFF POPULAR 
PLANS. 833-398-0526

MISCELLANEOUS

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 

Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! 
Free next day installation! Call 
888-508-5313

Need cash for Christmas?
Turn your boxes of old comic books 
into cash. Call George at 917-652-
9128, gbrook@pipeline.com

TV INTERNET PHONE

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo
for 12 months with CHOICE  
Package. Watch your favorite live 
sports, news & entertainment 
anywhere. First 3 months of HBO 
Max, Cinemax, Showtime, Starz 
and Epix included! Directv is #1 in 
Customer Satisfaction (JD Power 
& Assoc.) Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-888-534-6918

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet.  Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply.  
Promo Expires 1/21/23. 1-866-
595-6967
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Give 
Something 
that Means 
Something®

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

to subscribe to our 

FREE 
e-mail newsletter 

You’ll receive the latest local 
news delivered straight 

to your inbox

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWSSMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

www.theexaminernews.com/eblast/

continued on next page

Hearing Aids
Starting at $799

Terms and conditions apply. Discount based on MSRP. Offer valid 10/1/22-12/31/22 at participating locations only on 
qualifying purchases. Jabra Enhance Plus not eligible for the discount. See locations for details. Benefi ts of hearing 
instruments may vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy of hearing evaluation and proper 
fi t. Cannot be combined with any other promotions or discounts.

Get

Schedule Your FREE Hearing Screening (877) 503-2187

Beltone Hearing Aid Set* + A Free Cleaning Set
                                               with Purchase

Limited Time Offer!

with purchase
+

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE 
ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS 
ROOF STYLES

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles 
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an 
architectural roo� ng system by Erie Metal Roofs 
can enhance the beauty of your home while 
protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE 1-855-492-6084
Made in 
the USA

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an 
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. 
Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you call the number provided, you consent to 
being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by 
Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwith-
standing if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy 
Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 516-1160

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

855.281.6439    I    Free Quotes

American Made
Family Owned
Award Winning

Could your
kitchen use a
little magic?

Let’s �nd the right
Medicare Advantage
plan for you!

Let us find the right
Medicare Advantage
plan for you!

Maggie Flynn
845.385.2600
medicaremags@gmail.com
Licensed Insurance Agent

Let us find the right
Medicare Advantage

Maggie Flynn
845.385.2600
medicaremags@gmail.com

continued from page 24
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ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA
Classifi ed Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifi eds@theexaminernews.com

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

to subscribe to our 

FREE 
e-mail newsletter 

You’ll receive the latest local 
news delivered straight 

to your inbox

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWSSMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

www.theexaminernews.com/eblast/
continued from previous page
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Give Something  
that Means
Something®

FOLLOW EXAMINERMEDIA ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO MONITOR THE
LATEST BREAKING NEWS AND LOCAL REPORTING T IDBITS

914-864-0878 • adver t i s ing@theexaminernews.com • www.theexaminernews.com

Visit Our Display Center at 747 Pierce Road, Clifton Park, NY, 12065
Same Day  Installation• Sales  • Rentals  • Service  • Buybacks

New and Reconditioned Lifts
Locally Owned & Operated

Regain Your Independence!
$ 200 OFF

the purchase of 

any sta
irlift

One time use only. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other coupon or offer.
Coupon offer good until December 31, 2022.  Valid for any new  

service except subscription fees. Must mention coupon at time of sale.

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured 
in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 Registration# 
HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 2102212986 License# 262000022 
License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 License# 50145 License# 408693 Regis-
tration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 
2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

1-855-478-9473
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Your Complete Automotive Service Center

WINTER CAR CARE SPECIAL
Oil & Filter Change Includes BG GAS & OIL Additives.
Check all fluid levels & top off if needed. CHECK LIGHTS, BELTS
& HOSES. INSPECT TIRES, BRAKES, STEERING & SUSPENSION.
TIRE ROTATION if NEEDED & ADJUST TIRE PRESSURE.
*Plus Sales Tax. MOST cars & SUVs, up to 5 QTs. Full Synthetic motor oil. Some
restrictions may apply. Mention the AD when making the appointment. Cannot be
combined with other offers.
OFFER EXPIRES 12/31/22 MUST BRING THIS AD.

NOV. & DEC. ONLY 79.95*

�

It’s NOT TOO EARLY to PREPARE
your VEHICLE
for

WE’RE READY!!
SNOW TIRES, WIPER BLADES,

ANTIFREEZE & COMPLETEWINTER
CAR CARE SPECIAL!!

845.878.3456

RECORD BREAKING COLD TEMPS ALREADY
PREDICTED FOR THE 22/23WINTER SEASON
2597 Rt. 22 Patterson
PattersonAutoBody.com
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By Abby Luby

Inspiration springs from many things 
such as literature, music, nature or travel. 
Visual artist David November is inspired by 
all of the above but is especially drawn to 
work by famous artists.

In his comprehensive art exhibit 
currently at the Mount Pleasant Public 
Library in Pleasantville, viewers are 
treated to his version of lively and lyrical 
reimagined paintings. 

In “500 Years of Apple Paintings,” 
November brings together Rene Magritte’s 
“Son of Man,” Paul Cezanne’s still life of 
apples, a colorful striped apple by Sonia 
Delauney and Steve Jobs’ Apple image on 
computers. 

“I also used ‘Adam and Eve’ by Lucas 
Cranach the Elder (1526) and Eve is 
holding an apple in such a way that I 
could incorporate other apples in a bowl,” 
November explained. “I had so much fun 
with that painting.” 

In 2011 November started “tweaking” 
old masters’ works by Matisse, Picasso and 
Bonnard as springboards.

When he wasn’t fantasizing working off 
of notable artists, November kept busy as 
a professional graphic designer. November 
held prestigious positions such as creative 
director at CBS Television and he was a 
graphic designer for Esquire magazine in 
the 1960s. He has lived on Hardscrabble 
Road in Pleasantville since 1967, where he 
and his wife Barbara raised their daughter 

Tania. 
Close to 20 years ago November built a 

studio near his house. 
“I continue to work there and I’m still 

doing design work,” November said. “But 
I wanted to do something in my spare time 
so I started taking classes at the Katonah 
Art Center.” 

When November’s wife passed away last 
year after almost 60 years of marriage, he 

reflected on the bonds between mother 
and child. 

“I wanted to create something that 
would capture the feeling of love, so I 
researched works of Madonna and child,” 
he said.

The resulting piece is “Mother Eternal,” 
which combines the Madonna and child by 
16th century Spanish painter Francisco 
de Zurbaran with an electrifying child 

image by American artist Keith Haring. 
It’s a striking and intriguing pairing, which 
only could have come together under 
November’s deft hand. 

November takes daily walks around 
Hardscrabble Lake or near the stream 
in Mount Kisco’s Leonard Park that feed 
his creative appetite to paint a variety of 
landscapes, several of which are in the 
show. 

The painting “At Hardscrabble Lake, 
Pastel” captures a swirl of color in a felt 
wind that creates angular, mirrored edges.

“It’s a grove of trees that’s not cubist 
but it’s not realistic either,” November 
pointed out. “If you shatter the space, it 
becomes more abstract.” 

November’s solo show in the library’s 
downstairs community room is expansive 
with about 135 paintings and drawings 
created over the last 14 years. Subjects 
range from colorful flowers in bloom to 
captivating portraits and paintings of 
friends and art class models to highly 
imaginative landscapes called fruitscapes, 
shoescapes or pies in the sky. 

The month-long show, which runs 
through Dec. 1, is not only engrossing and 
enjoyable, but fun for all ages. 

The Mount Pleasant Public Library is 
located at 350 Bedford Rd. in Pleasantville. 
For more information, call 914-769-0548 
or visit https://www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org/index.php/en/

Fantastical, Reimagined Artwork on Exhibit at Mt. Pleasant Library

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DAVID NOVEMBER

Artist David November’s reimagined work “500 Years of Apple Paintings” is part of a 135-piece 
exhibit at the Mount Pleasant Public Library until Dec. 1. At right is painter David November. 

WE’VE GOT THE ONLY TEST YOUR FAMILY NEEDS

AFC Yorktown is pleased to now offer the Respiratory Panel test - a one swab test  
for all of your needs including Flu, COVID, RSV, and so much more! We keep our 
center clean and sanitized to ensure your safety.

We’re open every day with extended hours to fit your schedule.
No appointments needed.

3379 Crompond Rd (in the BJs Plaza), Yorktown Heights NY
914.930.5550  |  M-F 8AM-8PM, S-S 8AM-5PM
afcurgentcare.com/yorktown-heights

BREATHE EASY
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It’s becoming 
palpable. Not a 
day goes by that I 
don’t witness the 
marvels of evolving 
technologies and 
their influence 
on business, 
productivity and 
society.

But until recently, 
I hadn’t taken a step 

back from this ever-changing landscape to 
contemplate the impact of technology on 
our personal lives. Too immersed in gauging 
the technological impact as it revolutionized 
manufacturing industries, service industries 
and my personal productivity, I lost sight of 
the evolving, some might say devolving, role 
of humans in the future 
fabric of industries and 
society. 

We’ve all come to realize 
that technology, in its many 
forms, now dominates our 
lives in numerous ways. 
Hard technology, such 
as sophisticated robots 
on production lines, is 
replacing human labor. Soft technology 
manages the operating systems of factories, 
replacing engineers. Complex business and 
scientific applications, controlled by self-
contained programs, are accelerating the 
imbedded presence and influence of software, 
reducing – at times even eliminating – the 

need for human intervention.   
I’ve previously reported on an article I 

read with considerable interest. It appeared 
in The New York Times, written by Eduardo 
Porter. In it, Porter reflected on the role 
of the workhorse prior to the invention of 
the combustion engine and the sea change 
it created that brought on the Industrial 
Revolution.

For centuries, workhorses were the 
mainstay and the backbone of economies, 
from transporting mail across long 
distances to performing many agricultural 
and industrial chores. The invention of 
locomotives, autos and farming machines 
brought about an unintended consequence: 
the demise of the role of the workhorse. 

Porter posited that, to a certain extent, 
the invention of the computer chip may have 

created a similar dilemma 
for human labor. Robots, 
artificial intelligence, 
software programs and 
smartphone applications 
have eliminated the jobs of 
many middle-age workers. 

The new jobs being 
created every day from 
advanced technology 

capabilities cannot be filled by these workers. 
There is a misalignment of skills.

In 2022 we speak of a full-employment 
economy. Yet, workers have dropped 
out of the workforce (and the reported 
unemployment statistics) due to the 
pervasive usurpation of human jobs by 

technology. Ironically, thousands of newly-
created technology jobs are unfilled due to a 
lack of trained professionals. 

Pardon my rant. Allow me to focus on the 
impacts to the wine industry of the current 
trends.

Notwithstanding the benefits of 
biodynamics, the shortage of migrant 
workers and the multitude of political self-
interests in the United States, I believe we 
are immersed in the evolving surge of a new 
Industrial Revolution.

Of all the costs of managing a winery, 
beyond capital costs, labor dominates. For 
centuries, workers have plied their skills 
in the vineyards and the winery. Slowly at 
first, but recently accelerating, technology 
has been creeping into wineries. Here are 
several examples.

--Science is developing new grapevine 
clones utilizing DNA advances and 
sophisticated modeling programs. These 
grapevines are more heat and drought 
tolerant, disease-resistant and better suited 
to specific soils and microclimates. The 
consequence? Fewer field workers needed 
to manage the crops.

--Mechanical equipment is increasingly 
sophisticated, able to plant, prune and 
harvest grapevines more efficiently than the 
army of field workers previously required. 
The consequence? Displaced field workers.

--Sophisticated drone technology enables 
winemakers to survey the progress of 
grapevines during the growing season, 
providing vital statistics to ensure optimal 

crops. The consequence? Old-line 
oenologists, with many years of trial-and-
error-developed skills achieved in the 
vineyards, have been replaced by computer 
reports (which must be interpreted by a 
smaller group of new-breed oenologists).

--New diagnostic tools analyze the growing 
environment of vineyards in real time, 
enabling cost savings in soil conditioners, 
fertilizers and water – all meant to increase 
yields and wine quality. The consequence? 
Higher quality wines, at the cost of displaced 
workers and field oenologists.

Where is technology leading us? How 
will history record this new Industrial 
Revolution? Several economists have 
forecast that a significant number of today’s 
jobs will be replaced by technology during 
the lifetime of millennials and Gen Z 
workers. 

The consequence? Let’s not wait to find 
out. Rather, let’s find ways to optimize 
technology and stay ahead of the seeming 
inevitability of advanced technological 
dominance. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 45-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 25 years, he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. Nick is a member 
and program director of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine journalists. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

The Emerging Industrial Revolution in the Wine Industry

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

17 Miller Road
Mahopac, NY 10541

845.621.1222

Season’s 
Greetings!

Happy Fall !
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All Fired Up: Q&A With Groundbreaking Woman Volunteer Firefighter, EMT
By Robert Schork

In October, Cortlandt resident Angela 
Outhouse was sworn in as the first female 
president in the 116-year history of the 
Westchester County Volunteer Firemen’s 
Association (now firefighter’s association — 
more on that later). 

A career nurse who volunteers as an EMT 
for both the Buchanan Fire Department 
and the Croton EMS, Outhouse answered 
the call of duty even at her swearing-in 
celebration when she treated an attendee 
who suffered a medical emergency just 
before the ceremony began.

We caught up with Outhouse to discuss 
what it’s like to be a volunteer firefighter/
EMT in Westchester – and a female one at 
that – and what she hopes to accomplish as 
she assumes leadership of the organization 
representing more than 1,200 of the county’s 
volunteer first responders.

 Where in Westchester did you grow 
up? And what did you want to do for a 
living when you were a kid?

I moved to Hastings-on-Hudson when I 
was five years old; that is where I grew up 
before moving to Cortlandt. I wanted to be 
a police officer, a nurse and the first female 
baseball player on the New York Yankees! 
(laughs) 

 What’s your “day job?”
Right now, we are raising our 

granddaughter, who turns three years old 
this month. I am a retired registered nurse.

 Are you both an EMT and a firefighter?
I am both an EMT and a firefighter at 

Buchanan Engine Company No. 1., Inc. I was 
not the first female firefighter there, but I 
was the first female trustee. At Croton EMS, 
Inc., I am a volunteer EMT and chairman of 
the board. 

When/how did you first have the idea 
to become a firefighter/EMT? 

I grew up around fire department 
members in Hastings. My father was in 
the fire department. Whenever the siren 
sounded, I stopped what I was doing and 
started counting, then ran to the chart to 
find out where the call was. I was so excited! 
But that’s where it ended for me. I wanted 
to join the fire department and ambulance 
corps, which was literally right at the bottom 
of my driveway. I could see the fire trucks 
racing up the street. But to be a member of 
the ambulance corps, you had to be in the 
fire department, and back in the 1980s, there 
were no women in the fire department, it 
was very much a men’s club. I was dissuaded 
from trying to join. Sometimes I regret not 
trying, but I was young. The woman I am 
today would have tried. 

 What steps did you take to accomplish 
this?

I didn’t; I let it go. At 22, I moved up to 
Cortlandt and started a family. By the time 
my children were in school, and I had some 
time, I inquired about the fire department. 
Like Hastings, that fire department had 
no women, either. So, I was guided to the 
ambulance corps. The ambulance corps 
was independent and not a part of the fire 
department, so I joined the ambulance corps 
and became an EMT in 2005. In 2008, I 
joined Buchanan Engine Company No. 1. 
Inc., and there were a few female members 
there. I joined Croton EMS, Inc. in 2015.

Stereotypically, firefighting is seen as a 
male-oriented field. Did you encounter any 
such sentiments from others along your 
journey to becoming a firefighter? Did such 
feelings ever concern you?

By the time I joined Buchanan, I was 39 
years old, I joined as an associate member 
and I quickly transferred over to the active 
list as an exterior firefighter/fire police. 
I wasn’t physically able to be an interior 
firefighter due to some injuries. The thing 
about the fire department is that no matter 
your physical ability, your mental ability, 
your gender or your age, there is a job for 
you. 

As I said, I was not the first woman to join 
the fire department, and this was now 2008. 
I was welcomed by most, and there were 
some old-timers that I think I was able to 
win over. Did the idea of a good ole boys 
club bother me? Yes. Did it bother me that 
I wasn’t able to join when I was younger? 
Yes, but honestly, I didn’t try because I was 
told not to. So, I’m not sure what bothers 
me more – that I was told not to join or I 
didn’t try.

Do you have any other female 
firefighters/EMTs in your squad? Are 
there many in Westchester? 

Fire departments are still male-
dominated. No, there are not a lot of 
women compared to men, but there are 
more than there were. There are a handful 
of women in our department now; two are 
in the fire police with me, and another is an 
interior firefighter. My daughter Danielle 
is an EMT and also an interior firefighter. 
My older daughter Melissa joined as an 
associate member. As far as Hastings Fire 
Department, times have changed. There 
are several women in the fire department 
now. 

What’s the most rewarding aspect of 
what you do?

I enjoy helping people. It’s in my nature. 

It’s why I became a nurse; it’s why I 
wanted to join fire and EMS. There is just 
something walking into someone’s house 
and seeing the relief on their face when 
they see someone they know or just seeing 
help in general. Whether it’s an ambulance 
call or a fire call, the alarm sounds, and 
something inside just pops you into high 
gear…someone needs help, let’s go! 

At Buchanan, it is a family affair, and that 
is personally rewarding. My son Michael 
is an EMT, a firefighter and an officer; my 
daughter Danielle is a firefighter, EMT and 
sergeant-at-arms; my husband is an EMT 
and assistant chief. He was a trustee and 
was the president for 17 years. My nephew 
is an ex-chief, and my great-nephew is the 
captain!

It is great to have something in common 
that we all do together. My husband, son 
and daughter are also members of Croton 
EMS. So, emergency services is very much 
something my family does together.

I enjoy the friendships I have made 
in various fire departments across 
Westchester County. There is a camaraderie 
in the fire department. It’s a brotherhood, a 
sisterhood and a family. 

What’s the most challenging aspect 
of what you do?

You never know what you’re walking 
into. Every call is different. Right now, the 
most challenging thing is COVID-19; it’s 
scary putting yourself and your family at 
risk.

As the WCVFA’s first female 
president, have you considered 
changing the organization’s name?

Done! My first goal was to change 
the name! I researched the process and 
presented it to the board, who approved it at 
our reorganization meeting. The name has 
been officially changed to the Westchester 
County Volunteer Firefighter’s Association. 

What else is on your agenda?

My second goal was to change our website 
to a more user-friendly and eye-catching 
platform. This was approved by the board 
and formalized last week and went live 
this past Saturday. I wanted wcvfaweb.org 
to be a place for firefighters to go to learn 
about our association, to see where we 
have been and where we are going. In the 
digital age, we now have an online form to 
join our association. Departments can now 
submit their members for awards at our 
conventions now online, and we now have 
a “donate now” button to make it easier to 
donate. Another goal is to (create) PayPal 
and Venmo (accounts) to make donating 
easier. We will be working on putting 
together a golf outing, which I hope to be 
the first of many to fundraise. 

Through fundraising and donations, we 
will be able to sponsor training events for 
fire departments in Westchester County, 
continue to support the Firemen’s Home in 
Hudson, N.Y. and work on ideas to recruit 
and retain members. I hope that being the 
first female president of the Westchester 
County Volunteer Firefighter’s Association 
will encourage more women to not only 
join the fire department but to strive for 
positions of leadership, as well.

In addition to that, one of my focuses is 
on the mental health of first responders. 
This is not anything we have ever 
addressed in our county association, but I 
would like to see that change. Firefighters, 
EMTs, emergency service dispatchers, 
etc., die more by suicide than by line-of-
duty deaths. It is unnatural to experience 
traumatic events on a regular basis, and the 
incidences of mental health issues in first 
responders are high and have recently been 
studied. 

I researched and looked for legislation 
on providing peer support programs for 
first responders and presented (a proposal) 
this past weekend to the Hudson Valley 
Firefighter’s Association’s Legislative 
Committee for submission to FASNY 
(Firefighters Association of the State of 
New York) to be on their (legislative) 
scorecard. Broken ankle and all, I dragged 
myself around because it was important to 
me to be able to present this personally, 
explain it and answer questions about it. It 
was voted on by the body to be included, 
but, unfortunately, the sponsor of the bill (in 
the state Senate) just lost her election, so 
we are going to have to find a new sponsor 
for it.

Anything you’d care to share about 
your personal life? 

I am married to the love of my life and 
my rock, Robert Outhouse. We have a 
blended family of six children. My children 
and my grandchildren are my pride and joy 
and I enjoy spending time with them. We 
are raising one of our five grandchildren, 
a granddaughter who will be three at the 
end of this month, and although it was an 
unexpected and drastic change in our busy 
lives, we adore her. And we are animal 
lovers. Our family includes four dogs and 
three cats.

 Are you a fan of any medical/fire TV 
shows? 

“9-1-1,” “9-1-1: Lone Star” and “The 
Resident.”

Last month Angela Outhouse became the first female president in the more than 100-year history of 
the Westchester County Volunteer Firefighters Association.
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Let me say right out 
the gate, the remnants of 
uncertainty remain over 
whether it’s right to be 
updating our readership on 
The Examiner’s internal 
story.

For a good dozen or so 
years, I was largely quiet 
and believed the entire shine 
of our spotlight should be 
directed at the newsmakers 
we cover, and not the news 
journalists who produce it.

But once COVID hit, and 
we faced an existential crisis, 
I began to see how the story of a dying 
community news industry intersected with 
the story of the communities we cover.

The feedback has been overwhelmingly 
positive. In fact, sharing our story played 
a significant role in our relative rebound. 

It started with a reader-
supported COVID-19 Local 
News Fund in 2020 but didn’t 
end there.

We piggybacked off that 
experience to build a deeper 
relationship with you, our 
audience. The question was 
how to strengthen our content 
in a way that also strengthened 
our business – so we can stick 
around for the long term.

In 2021, we secured a spot 
in the Substack Local program 
and learned how to utilize 
newsletters to enhance our 

local journalism.
We later gained entry into the Facebook 

Accelerator, where we gathered insight 
on how to use digital tools to enrich 
the Examiner reader experience. (And 
hopefully, generate much-needed revenue 

in the process to invest further in our small 
team of journalists.)

Simultaneously, we participated earlier 
this year in The Trust Project initiative. 
The program spurred us to incorporate 
more transparency and best practices in 
our processes, especially when it comes to 
strengthening public credibility in our digital 
journalism.

And sorry to bury the lead but that’s how 
headlines help long-winded writers — we’re 
now one of 25 local news organizations picked 
for the final 2022 cycle of a Google News 
Initiative-sponsored program designed to 
help independent publishers improve their 
organizational sustainability.

Taking the steps 
advocated by the program 
feels like the final building 
block to the rebuild we’ve 
been working on over the 
past two-and-a-half years.

The details aren’t sexy. I 
mean, I won’t bore you with administrative 
options we’re looking at with our CMS or 
CRM or any of that other obnoxious alphabet 
soup of business lingo.

But the steps we’re taking do impact you.
Despite our little business’s startup feel 

and grassroots culture, we’ve been banging 
around now for 15 years. The way we’ll 
endure for at least 15 more is by modernizing 
our operations. And that modernization will 
allow us to produce better products across 
our print and digital local news platforms 
– newspaper, website, newsletter, social 
media and whatever comes next.

Anyway, if you want to learn a little bit 
more about the Google News Initiative-
sponsored program, just search for the 
official announcement using the following 
headline search words: “25 news businesses 
selected for the final cycle of LION-GNI 
Sustainability Audits in 2022.”

The program’s sustainability audit is 
facilitated through the good folks at Local 
Independent Online News Publishers, better 
known as LION.

A professional journalism association for 
independent news publishers, it’s the type 
of organization that has played a pivotal role 
in recent years in helping small outlets like 

ours survive the tidal wave 
of challenges brought on by 
industry disruption.

So, with all that in mind, 
thank you LION, thank 
you Google (although very 
mixed feelings about you 
guys, to put it politely and 

look a gift horse straight in the mouth, you 
almost killed many of us, now throw old dogs 
some bones), and, most importantly, thank 
you, readers, for passionately supporting our 
local news mission.

You’re the reason we’re here in more 
ways than one.

We have a free, partial access newsletter 
option if you’d like to subscribe or, if you 
want to support The Examiner as a member 
to receive full web and newsletter digital 
access along with bonus perks, visit www.
TheExaminerNews.com and click on one of 
the join buttons. 

Examiner Wins Spot in Google News Initiative-Sponsored Program
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By Adam Stone

Using Family Volunteer Day to 
Deepen Children’s Civic Engagement

This Saturday, Nov. 19 is Family Volunteer 
Day, a global day of service that empowers 
families to work together to support their 
communities. 

Increasingly, parents of young children are 
placing a larger focus on civic engagement 
and giving back, and this annual event is a 
great way for your family to get started or 
strengthen your involvement.

Need some guidance? The following 
actions draw upon Points of Light’s Civic 
Circle, a framework that helps people 
understand the many facets of civic 
engagement and provides an opportunity to 
show children the variety of ways they can 
support causes they care about this Family 
Volunteer Day. Combine these ideas to 
engage your whole family, strengthen your 
community and amplify your efforts.

1. Volunteer. Hands-on action is always 
an impactful way to get involved, especially 
on Family Volunteer Day. Whether you find 
time to volunteer at a local organization or use 
one of Points of Light’s DIY project guides, 
there are plenty of options for families of all 
ages and abilities. Consider projects that 
focus on issue areas that children can easily 
understand and get involved with, such as 
food insecurity, animal welfare and climate 
change.

2. Donate. Most organizations need 

financial support to continue their 
operations and deliver on their missions. 
Having a family fundraiser can be a great 
way to support an organization or cause. 
Whether you run a lemonade stand, plan a 
virtual fundraiser, sell friendship bracelets 
or do something else creative, activities 
like these help youth learn planning skills 
and the value of supporting organizations 
financially.

3. Purchase Power. With the holiday 
season quickly approaching, gift giving 
is on many people’s minds. Have young 
people help you select gifts from small local 
businesses or BIPOC- or women-owned 
businesses. You can also find and support 
companies that give back – either with 
a percentage of proceeds or by working 
sustainably.

4. Listen and Learn. A critical element 
of civic engagement is listening to and 
learning from the community you hope to 
serve. Before taking action, learn about 
what’s really needed. If you can’t talk to 
those directly impacted, ask a local nonprofit 
organization if they have suggestions or 
more information. You can also read books, 
listen to podcasts or watch documentaries 
about the causes you wish to support.

5. Use Your Voice. Helping children find 
their voice is important because they can 
use it to harness their power in bringing 
awareness to important causes. Kids can 
share information by telling friends and 
family what they learned over a dinner, 
sharing a report at school or providing 
information for others with an action item 
to take.

If you’re looking for tactical ideas, Points of 
Light’s website has family-friendly toolkits 
for youth of all ages that incorporates some 
of these elements. Visit www.pointsoflight.
org/familyvolunteerday/ to find a project 
that’s right for you.

Family Volunteer Day can be a starting 
point. Taking action and understanding the 
impact of your work can lead to a lifetime of 
civic engagement and service.

This article was printed by permission of 
statepoint.net.
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6 Reasons to Become an 
Examiner Member:Examiner Member:

Join Our Community

• Free advertising for your 
favorite area charity/nonprofi t.

• Free tix to local performing arts.
• Restaurant discounts, and 

other great local deals.

• Publication of your pet pix.
• Support community news.
• Live your most intelligent local 

life with our content.




