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Camp in a Box

The Salvation Army Greater New York provided a camp experience to children ages 7-12 through its debut “Camp
In A Box" that was delivered to campers in White Plains last week. In addition, a camp counselor conducted a Zoom

instruction/game time to engage with campers that will continue for the next few weeks.
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Council Urged to
Restrict Location of
Wireless Antennas

By Rick Pezzullo

A non-profit advocacy group is
urging the City of White Plains to
restrict locating wireless telecom-
munication facilities in only com-
mercial or industrial zones.

5GAlert Westchester, a group
of residents dedicated to educat-
ing the public about the risks of 5G
antennas and offering solutions to
protect communities, is circulat-
ing a petition calling on the White
Plains Common Council to enact
protective amendments to the city’s
Wireless Cell Antenna Code.

“It is imperative to act immedi-
ately in order ‘o promote the safety
of life and property,” the petition
states in part. “We are neighbors
from across White Plains. We are
all seeking a safe place to live and
a decent quality of life for ourselves,
our children and our community.”

In March, city officials approved
the installation of 5G cell antennas
in the downtown business area.

However, 5GAlert Westchester
members maintain existing code
regulations give the telecom indus-
try “free rein” to install wireless
antennas in residential neighbor-
hoods, adjacent to houses, apart-
ments, schools and play areas.

“These cell antennas would ex-
pose us, involuntarily, to constant
wireless radiation, making our
homes and schools and the entire

City of White Plains unsafe, and
would diminish our quality of life,”
the petition contends.

Telecom industry experts have
long maintained the technology
is safe, but 5GAlert Westchester
argues, “There is a large body of
peer reviewed science that shows
significant biological effects from
exposure to wireless radiation, in-
cluding ‘clear evidence’ of cancer,
heart abnormalities, neurological,
reproductive and cognitive dam-
age.”

The Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC) has not
updated its exposure standards
since 1996, which factors thermal
effects, but not other biological
impacts. Hundreds of medical and
public health professionals have
called for a moratorium on the 5G
wireless technology rollout and
for the FCC to develop rigorous
standards for wireless devices and
infrastructure.

Meanwhile, 5GAlert Westch-
ester is also requesting the Com-
mon Council reinstate Citizens to
be Heard sessions at meeting cur-
rently being conducted on Zoom.
The Common Council has obliged,
scheduling a session for citizens to
speak in the city chambers on Mon-
day, August 3 at 7 p.m.

Attempts to reach to the council
about the petition were unsuccess-
ful.

Legislation Signed Imposing Term Limits on County Execs

By Rick Pezzullo

Westchester  County  Executive
George Latimer’s proposal for term lim-
its, imposing a restriction on himself as
the chief executive, was approved by the
Board of Legislators last week by a vote
of 12-4.

The legislation reduces the existing
three term limit (12 years) for county ex-
ecutives enacted in 2011 in Westchester,
down to two terms (eight years).

“This move not only limits my own

power but sends the message that no ex-
ecutive should deem themselves infallible,”
said Latimer, who is midway through the
third year of his first term. “If eight years is
enough for the chief elected of our country
— it very well is for our county. While many
in power seek to hold on and never let go,
this move — at a time when our country is
shifting toward progress — flies in the face
of that notion.”

When he introduced the law, Latimer
said, “All of our local governments follow
that Revolutionary Era philosophy; restrict-

ing the reach of government. I have been a
student of government as well as a practi-
tioner these many years, serving on three
different levels: city, county and state. Now,
as I complete my second year as County
Executive, I see the authority granted this
position - and I strongly believe it should be
further limited to ensure a balance of inter-
ests are better served.”

While Latimer’s move limits the term of
County Executive, no change in legislative
term limits, which currently allow a maxi-
mum of service of 12 years (six terms),

were proposed or enacted.

“I have included my tenure as covered
within the law,” Latimer said. “Oftentimes,
incumbents are “grandfathered” in, mean-
ing the restrictions apply to the next oc-
cupant of the seat. But, they will apply to
me as well. Eight years is a period of time
most common where Executive term limits
apply, and I think it is a defensible change.
The length of my tenure is up to the voters,
but to limit the total years to eight makes
good sense, and ensures the proper check
and balance.”
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White Plains Resident Named to Iona College Board of Trustees

By Rick Pezzullo

White Plains resident Gabrielle Gam-
brell, a communications, branding and me-
dia expert who is widely recognized for her
dedication to diversity and inclusion, has
been named to the Iona College Board of
Trustees.

She will serve as the appointed repre-
sentative of the Iona College Alumni Board
of Directors, where she has served since
2017.

“I am honored to be appointed to the
Board of Trustees and am eager to make
a great impact at such a pivotal time in
the world,” said Gambrell, who earned
her bachelor’s degree from Iona in Mass
Communication with honors, as well as a
master’s degree in Public Relations with a
concentration in Entertainment and Sports.
“I look forward to bringing my diverse per-
spective in shaping the future of Iona, as
the College continues to be an institution

of choice for students committed to service
and an inclusive and rewarding future.”

Gambrell also teaches as a graduate
adjunct professor at New York University
(NYU). She most recently served as the
vice president and head of Marketing &
Communications at Barnard College of Co-
lumbia University. Reporting to the presi-
dent, Gambrell made history in her role as
both the first Black woman to hold her title,
as well as the youngest since the college’s
founding in 1889. Gambrell spearheaded
the creation and implementation of inte-
grated marketing communications cam-
paigns attracting the brightest applicants,
recruiting the best faculty and staff, moti-
vating alumnae and donors, and furthering
the college’s mission.

Iona College Board Chair Patrick C. Du-
nican Jr., Esq. welcomed Gambrell to the
Board, saying: “Gabrielle will be a tremen-
dous addition to the Iona College Board of
Trustees. With her impressive career in

marketing and communications and expe-
riences in industry and higher education in
particular, she will bring a wealth of ideas
and perspectives.”

While at Iona, Gambrell not only met
her husband, Jeffrey Gambrell and some of
her closest friends, but she also gained the
kind of real-world experience that gave her
an edge in the workplace. “From your very
first broadcasting class, you’re in the TV
studio, control room - everything is very
hands-on,” she said.

In fact, an internship with ABC on the
set of “Live with Regis and Kelly” paved the
way for her first professional job as a pro-
duction assistant for the show in 2007.

Gambrell received Iona’s Rising Star
Award in 2018 for her early-career achieve-
ments. She has been named to PRNEWS’
2020 list of Top Women in PR and PRWeek’s
2019 Hall of Femme, as one of 28 trailblaz-
ing women who are shaping the future of
the communications industry.

GABRIELLE GAMBRELL

White Plains Library to Reopen July 28

White Plains Library will reo-
pen to the public on Tuesday, July
28.

Library Director Brian Kenney
called the reopening “a significant
event as we work towards reestab-
lishing full library services.”

“At this point, we are reopen-

ing the Library for one purpose:
to allow our public to browse and
borrow material,” Kenney stated
in an announcement to patrons.
“Expect a “stripped down” library:
no chairs, no computers, no pro-
grams, not even any coffee! But
there are plenty of new books,

movies, and music CDs just wait-
ing to be borrowed and enjoyed.”

Beginning July 28, the library
will be open Monday through
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., and
1 to 5 p.m. on Fridays and Satur-
days. Only a limited number of
patrons will be allowed into the

building at any given time, and
visitors will need to reserve a spot
online or call the library.

“This will allow us to imple-
ment social distancing, guarantee
that every visitor is using a face
mask, and support the Library’s
COVID-19 Best Practices Poli-

cy,” Kenney stated. “In addition,
gloves will be available, as well as
plenty of hand sanitizer.”

For more information, visit
www.whiteplainslibrary.org.
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Cuomo Threatens to Roll Back Reopening if Revelers Ignore Guidelines

By Martin Wilbur

Gov. Andrew Cuomo warned New
Yorkers that if they don’t comply with mask
wearing and social distancing protocols his
administration would be prepared to roll
back the state’s reopening plan.

The comments were made during a
Monday morning briefing prior to Cuomo’s
trip to Savannah, Ga., where he was going
to meet with local officials there in one of
the numerous COVID-19 hot spots that
have flared up throughout the South and
Southwest.

Cuomo said that while the state’s
infection rate, deaths and hospitalizations
continue at minimal levels, there were too
many reports over the weekend of crowds
at bars, restaurants and parties around the
state, particularly in New York City and
Long Island. He once again called on local
governments to enforce the protocols to
make sure the spread of the virus remains
in check.

“The local governments are not doing
their job. We won’t allow these congregations
to continue,” Cuomo said. “If it happens, I'll
tell you what'’s going to happen — we're going
to roll back the opening plan and we're going
to have to close bars and restaurants.”

On Sunday, there were 519 positive
tests for COVID-19 out of 49,342 tests
administered, a 1.05 positivity rate. The
state transmission rate has remained close
to 1 percent since early June, although there
was a minor blip in the results last Tuesday
and Wednesday when results showed a 1.5
and 1.3 percent rate, respectively.

Hospitalizations across New York have
fallen to 716, the lowest since mid-March,
and there were eight COVID-19-related
deaths on Sunday.

Locally, the Mid-Hudson region, which
includes Westchester and Putnam, reported
a 0.9 percent infection rate, the fourth
consecutive day it was under 1 percent.
Westchester’s active caseload was at 467
while with COVID-19 hospitalizations
under 40. Last Friday, during its weekly
report, Putnam had 22 active cases and no
hospitalizations.

Cuomo said he was disturbed by reports
and photos from the lower East Side of
Manhattan and Astoria, Queens showing
large groups of mostly young people
gathering without face masks and what
appeared
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He said he would
crack down on bars and
restaurants, most of
which have been doing
a good job but there are

really do, but I'm telling
you it has to stop, and
I'm telling you in plain
New York speak, as
a born and bred New

those that are flouting
the guidelines. The
governor called the actions of those who
would risk the health of themselves and
others “stupid.”

“I understand the frustration, I
understand you’ve been inside for a long
time,” Cuomo said. “I understand that
you're young and you want to socialize. I
get that it’s the summer. I get that the work
environment is not as tough so you have
the flexibility to go out. I get all of that, I

Yorker, it’s stupid what
you’re doing.”

Cuomo’s strong words aimed at party-
goers and local officials comes after one
local town became the first municipality in
the state last week to approve an ordinance
making mask wearing mandatory. The
Town of New Castle requires anyone
who is not with members of their own
household or is unable to socially distance
to wear a face covering in most situations
(see page 5).

The law was approved after the June 20
Horace Greeley High School graduation
and a post-ceremony event triggered as 27-
case cluster.

In addition to compliance issues in
certain areas, the governor has also pointed
to the threat posed by the outbreak of cases
nationwide. He said the state is bracing for
an influx of cases despite the quarantine he
recently imposed on people coming from
hot spot states.

“This is a real threat, and I don’t see it
turning around anytime soon,” Cuomo
said. “That is a real predicament. We'll do
everything we can to help the other states,
and we are, but that is beyond our control.”
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Rocah Defeats Scarpino in Dems’ Primary; ]0nes Abinanti Victorious

By Martin Wilbur

Former federal prosecutor and MSNBC
commentator Mimi Rocah last week defeated
Westchester District Attorney Anthony
Scarpino in the Democratic primary.

Rocah said Scarpino called to concede
the race last Thursday morning when
the latest ballot count numbers revealed
Rocah’s margin had surpassed the remaining
absentee ballots left to count.

“I am tremendously honored to be able
to declare victory today in the Democratic
primary for Westchester District Attorney
after three weeks with more than 50,000
absentee ballots counted,” Rocah said. “I
am grateful to every voter for making their
voice heard during this pandemic. This
result is a strong mandate from voters —
they want change in Westchester’s criminal
justice system as our nation reckons
with police misconduct, demands greater
accountability and ethics reform at all levels
of government.”

Despite the large number of absentee
ballots, Rocah’s victory was considered a
foregone conclusion after in-person and early
voting. She led by more than a 2-to-1 margin
after the June 23 primary (27,759-13,082)
and widened her lead to an overwhelming
advantage, 66,289-25,361. The Board of
Elections will certify the election once all
the ballots have been counted.

After a contentious and sometimes nasty
campaign, Scarpino said he looks forward
to supporting Rocah and Democrats up and

down the ballot in the general election.

“It has been my distinct honor to serve
as district attorney and I am grateful to the
people of Westchester for affording me the
opportunity to do so since 2017,” Scarpino
said. “I am extraordinarily proud of the
public servants in the District Attorney’s
Office who dedicate every day to create a
safer, more just county for all. I look forward
to completing my term as district attorney,
a role which has been an integral part of my
four-decade-long career in service to the
community that I love.”

Rocah will now face Republican Bruce
Bendish in November. Bendish lost to
Scarpino in 2016.

Jones Declares Victory

Three weeks after the polls closed,
Mondaire Jones declared victory in the
17th Congressional District’s Democratic
primary.

Jones, 33, of Spring Valley made the July
14 announcement after the Associated Press
projected that he will be the Democrats’
nominee in the district and a heavy favorite
to succeed the retiring Rep. Nita Lowey next
year.

His campaign said that while there are
votes still to be counted, Jones leads the
eight-candidate race with 32,335 votes, or 42
percent of the total. His next closest rival,
Adam Schleifer, has 16 percent.

“From the start, I have said that I am
running for Congress because, for me, policy
is personal,” Jones said in a statement.
“We get better policy outcomes when our
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Mimi

Rocah trounced Westchester County
District Attorney Anthony Scarpino in the
Democratic primary.

elected officials have lived experiences that
give them a personal understanding of the
policies being debated in the corridors of
power, and a sense of urgency to implement
big, structural improvements.”

He would be part of growing number of
progressive candidates representing the area
in Washington. Jamaal Bowman defeated
long-time incumbent Eliot Engel in the 16th
Congressional District.

Jones is expected to take on Republican
Maureen McArdle Schulman in November.

Williams Concedes to Abinanti

Challenger Jennifer Williams conceded
her race Wednesday after putting a scare into
five-term Assemblyman Thomas Abinanti
(D-Pleasantville) in the 92nd Assembly
District’s Democratic primary.

The political newcomer lost by nearly
2,000 votes (10,054-8,064) after more than
12,000 absentee ballots were counted. At the
close of in-person voting, Williams trailed by
just 25 votes.

Williams, an Irvington resident ran as an
outsider in the race, taking Abinanti to task
for being an entrenched politico.

“I entered the race to renew our focus on
the issues that matter to my constituents —
public health, the vitality of our villages and
towns, and transparency in Albany,” Williams
said in a statement. “In doing so, we have
shed sunlight on the business of politics in
New York State. While I am conceding defeat
today, I will not concede in our effort to make
government work for its citizens. I wish Mr.
Abinanti the best of luck in Albany delivering
on the progressive promises discussed
during our campaign.”

On June 24, the day after the polls closed,
Abinanti anticipated that he would win by
solidly carrying the absentee ballots. He
predicted most were older voters who are
familiar with his record and were looking to
avoid standing in line during the pandemic.

Abinanti is now assured a sixth term with
no Republican candidate running for the
seat.
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New Castle Approves Mandatory Face Covering Law

By Martin Wilbur

The New Castle Town Board unanimously
approved a local law last week that requires
the public to wear a face mask during the
ongoing pandemic to help stop the spread of
COVID-19.

Believed to be the first local measure of its
kind in the state, the law closely mirrors Gov.
Andrew Cuomo’s executive orders imploring
people to use face coverings but there can now
be enforcement.

It mandates everyone wear a face covering
in public and on public and private property if
they are unable to maintain at least six feet
of distance from others. It does not apply to
people in the same household.

“What we are doing by introducing a
local ordinance is simply giving our police
department an enforcement mechanism,
which does not exist in the governor’s current
executive orders,” said Supervisor Ivy Pool.

Its July 14 passage comes less than a month
after Horace Greeley High School’s drive-
in graduation at the Chappaqua train station
and a non-school sanctioned post-ceremony
gathering caused a cluster of 27 COVID-19
cases. Pool said that incident forced more than
300 families in town to quarantine despite
an overwhelming number of them having
followed the protocols to stay in their vehicles.

Violators will be subject to a fine of up to
$250 for the first offense and up to $500 for
each subsequent offense if it is within one year.

The board’s vote followed a nearly hour-
long live-streamed public hearing. Chappaqua

New Castle Supervisor Ivy Pool

resident Lori Morton enthusiastically
supported the legislation since masks
significantly cut down the spread of the virus
and help the public to safely resume work,
school, childcare and recreation, she said.

“Nose and mouth coverings are an essential
component of this plan,” Morton said. “Without
the public adherence to this simple precaution,
local and national data demonstrate that virus
resurgence is fast and dramatic.”

Several speakers questioned whether it
was appropriate to extend the law to private
homes. Resident Sean Maraynes said that
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could potentially lead to neighbors tattling on
each other.

“I think I am concerned that this is going
to give people with nothing better to do an
opportunity to spin their wheels and talk
behind their neighbors’ backs,” Maraynes said.
“That’s really my concern, not that people are
going to be hauled into court.”

Another resident, Margaret Macchetto, said
it could give some residents license to call the
police on their neighbors if, for example, they
have extended family over to visit.

New Castle Police Chief James Carroll said
officers won’t be driving around looking for
large gatherings and harassing residents at
home. If there’s a specific complaint or if an
officer spots a gathering as part of the routine
patrol, it will be pursued, he said.

Around the time of the graduation the
town received several complaints about large
gatherings, Carroll said, including one party
on June 28 involving graduates, the day after
Cuomo issued an order forcing a quarantine of
anyone who had attended the graduation.

“We are not forcing our way into anyone’s
homes,” Carroll said. “We'’re not seeking a
search warrant to enforce this local ordinance.
If we pull up and there’s 60 people on the
front lawn and they’re not social distancing, do
we have the right to go on the property and
investigate? We absolutely do.”

Resident Jim McCauley,

who also

expressed unease that the law includes
private property, said the board should have
considered more targeted legislation. He said
it seemed officials were simply reacting to the

Greeley graduation.

“It just seems like overkill, chaining the
barn door after the horses are out,” McCauley
said.

Pool said the governor in recent weeks has
repeatedly implored local governments to
enforce mask wearing and social distancing
protocols and the town was taking the initiative
to accomplish that goal.

Town Board members agreed that protecting
the health and safety of residents is the top
priority despite any reservations.

“I think that the public policy purpose of this
is way too important to let this go and not pass
it tonight,” said Councilwoman Lisa Katz.

Councilwoman Lauren Levin said for the
vast majority of residents the legislation
should have little to no impact.

“At the end of the day, if you're already doing
the right thing, this law will not change your
life,” Levin said.

Town Attorney Nicholas Ward-Willis said
exemptions would include anyone under two
years old; if someone has a medical reason
to avoid a face covering; anyone traveling
in a vehicle alone or with members of their
household; someone playing a sport; and eating
or drinking while seated. First responders are
also excused if it isn’t feasible to wear a mask
of if they are on an emergency call.

A resident can apply for a hardship
exemption to Carroll, Ward-Willis said. If
denied, the decision can be appealed to the
Town Administrator within 10 days.

The law would cease once the public health
emergency expires.
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County Unveils New Working Group to Help Schools Reopen

By Martin Wilbur

Westchester County Executive George
Latimer announced Monday the creation of
a task force that will assist school districts
to what they need to protect students,
staff and teachers in preparation for the
September reopening.

The eight-member school reopening
working group will provide information
and support relating to public health and
emergency preparedness and response. Its
goal is to create an efficient way to provide
feedback for common issues such as the

bulk purchasing of Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE), suggesting vendors for
Plexiglas dividers, assisting with contact
tracing and developing a standardized
frequently asked questions document.
Latimer spoke of the working group
on Monday afternoon, after he had held
separate conference calls with leaders of
the county’s school districts and colleges.
“We're going to try to provide
standardized assistance to them as much
as we can keeping in mind that the state
government is the primary regulatory
agency and the primary support agency for

the school districts,” Latimer said. “But
the county, too, has a role to play and to
be helpful.”

One of the initial steps for the group
will be to create a survey for school
districts that will be collected by the
superintendents to identify the quantity
and type of PPE gear that is needed.
The county will assist in procuring the
equipment through outside vendors.

Another step would be to host webinars
focusing on various aspects of returning to
school including how to properly clean the
buildings, food provisions for kitchen staff,

Health Fair and Nore

Open Door Family Medical Center and Star
of Bethlehem Baptist Church partnered last
Saturday to provide Ossining with free COVID-19
testing. In addition to the testing, community
members received free produce, cloth masks,
giveaways, health information and assistance on
Census 2020 and voter registration.

protocols for contact tracing and attaining
PPE gear. It will also designate points
of contact at the county Department of
Health to assist with health care concerns
as they arise.

The group will be led by Joseph Glazer,
deputy commissioner of the county
Department of Community Mental
Health. He will be joined by White Plains
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Joseph
Ricca, Susan Spear and Aviva Meyer from
the county executive’s office, Dr. Dial
Hewlett, Peter DeLucia and Marina Yoegel
of the county Health Department and
Hernane DeAlmeida from the Department
of Public Works.

Glazer said the goal is to see
Westchester’s students return to school in
September safely.

“Having provided additional linkage
between the  Westchester County
Department of Health and our schools
since the beginning of the pandemic, I
understand how important it is for all of us
to work together,” Glazer said.

Creation of the working group comes
a week after the state Education
Department released general guidelines
for school districts throughout New York
State to follow for a September reopening.
Districts must submit their reopening plan
by July 31.

The state will determine during the first
week of August whether district’s in each
of New York’s 10 regions will be able to

open based on the result of testing data.

Ben’s Kosher Delicatessen Restaurants thanks all their friends and patrons for
supporting us during these uncertain times. We recognize your value and importance more
than ever.

Our dining rooms are now open for socially distant dining with masks required for staff at all
times and diners when not seated.

Ben’s has several safety protocols in place as recommended by the CDC and required by our
respective local governments.

We thank all our employees who continued to serve, and our vendors, landlords, and patrons
who have worked with us to help navigate through this pandemic.

We look forward to continuing the journey of providing eastern European comfort foods for

all festive and life’s rites of passage.
Aavlg
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Harckham, Astorino Slug it Out Over School Mascot Bill

By Martin Wilbur

A proposed bill from state Sen. Peter
Harckham (D-Lewisboro) requiring school
districts that use potentially insensitive
names, logos and mascots to have community
discussions last week touched off a full-scale
political brouhaha.

Harckham’s opponent in this year’s
election, former Westchester County
executive Rob Astorino, hit the senator hard,
accusing him of flip-flopping after a first
version of the legislation that proposed state
funding penalties was suddenly revised.

In a statement last week to introduce the
version of the bill that will now be considered,
Harckham said the time has come for the
more than 100 school districts that use some
reference to Native Americans for their
nickname, mascot or logo, to reconsider
their position.

“Today, we can no longer simply dismiss
the idea that school or team nicknames and
mascots are innocuous and do not hurt or
offend other people,” Harckham said. “The
fact is, many mascots are grounded in, or
borne from, a systemic racism that does not
mesh with the democratic values we share
and seek to protect. It’s time we hold honest,
respectful conversations and public hearings
aimed at understanding what’s wrong with
these kinds of mascots and why they should
be retired.”

His bill now requires districts that use
potentially polarizing names or images to
have an annual community discussion in
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State Sen. Peter Harckham and former Westchester County executive Rob Astorino, who is Harckham's
opponent this fall, kicked off the 2020 campaign season by fighting over a controversy ignited by the

senator’s proposed school mascot bill.

hopes that each district can reach consensus.
The clearest example locally is the Mahopac
Indians, where a vocal segment of the
district is urging change, although an equally
outspoken portion wants to retain the name.

Earlier this month, John Jay High School
in Katonah officially unveiled the name the
Wolves after the Katonah-Lewisboro Board
of Education agreed to retire its Indians
moniker last fall.

Last week, Astorino first slammed
Harckham for proposing a bill that would
potentially penalize districts financially
by taking away a portion of state aid from
districts during a time of financial crisis
for the state and local communities. When
he learned that there was a new version of
the bill eliminating the financial penalties,

Astorino accused the senator of trying to
convince the public that he wasn’t the prime
sponsor of the legislation.

He said only after Harckham received
significant blowback in portions of the 40th
Senate District was the proposed legislation
revised.

“Mr. Harckham's bill has rightly outraged
tens of thousands of his constituents
desperate to get their children safely back
into schools and resume some form of
normalcy in their lives,” Astorino said.
“Thousands of parents have lost their jobs
because of COVID, and the loss of school
funds would result in dramatic local tax
increases that would literally break them
economically. Mr. Harckham really screwed
up here - just as he did with cashless bail —

and he needs to own up to it.”

Astorino also questioned whether schools
such as the Valhalla Vikings of the Horace
Greeley Quakers would also be targeted by
Harckham’s legislation.

Tom Staudter, Harckham’s campaign
manager, dismissed Astorino’s comments,
saying that the intention was never to
hurt schools financially. He said part of
the legislation drafting process is to seek
feedback from constituents, many of whom
disagreed with a financial penalty.

Instead, the current version requires
communities to dedicate one meeting every
year to debate the issue.

“This is not about causing any financial
hardship to school districts,” Staudter
said. “This is about finding a common
understanding about how offensive these
racist symbols are.”

Staudter said that if a sizeable portion
of the Valhalla or Chappaqua communities
somehow found the Vikings or Quakers
offensive, then those districts would also
need to have that discussion. However,
there has been ongoing intense debate in
Mahopac, he noted.

In 2001, then-state education
commissioner Richard Mills asked school
districts around the state to voluntarily
replace Native American names, logos and
mascots. Close to 70 schools made the
switch, including Ossining High School a
couple of years later. However, just over 100
school districts maintain Native American
names, symbols or imagery.

HELP WANTED
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ments, and production defect fixes for the
alternative investments trade processing
application. Apply at www.ssctech.com/ca-
reers, select open position in the U.S. and
sort by Job Title and apply, or mail resume
and cover letter to: Jennifer Starrs, Talent
Acquisition Manager, SS&C
Technologies, Inc., 80 Lamberton Rd,
Windsor, CT 06095 and reference job
number 6017 in cover letter.
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Pville School Officials Ponder Reopening Plans With Guidelines in Place

By Abby Luby

The Pleasantville School District is
pursuing multiple scenarios to effectively
re-open its schools this fall through the
coronavirus pandemic.

At last week’s live board meeting,
Superintendent of Schools Mary Fox-Alter
presented the Board of Education with a
variety of models, the challenges and how
alternative would operate.

“Our primary focus is the health, safety and
wellness of all our students and staff,” Fox-
Alter said. “We have multiple committees
working on reopening.”

The meeting came a day after the state
Education Department released its long-
awaited guidelines with recommendations.
Every district must submit a plan for the
state’s review by July 31.

Each of Pleasantville’s three schools has
a building-level committee comprised of
teachers and staff who have been reviewing
different possibilities that adhere to social
distancing and outlines specific movement
throughout the buildings.

The state Department of Health has
stressed screening students, faculty, staff
and visitors with temperature checks, a
daily questionnaire for faculty and staff and
a periodic questionnaire for students and
parents. Masks and personal protective
equipment (PPE) are required if social
distancing can’t be practiced.

Since cleaning is a key reopening
component, the board discussed having two
shifts of custodial staff. There would be a

checklist in each classroom detailing what
was cleaned and what must be addressed. A
cleaning company may be hired if needed,
although district officials mentioned that cost
is an issue.

One model being considered is daily
morning and afternoon sessions with
scheduled cleanings of desks and frequently
touched areas between sessions using
detailed cleaning and disinfecting protocols.
This is a popular model being discussed for
younger students in grades K-2 because
many educators believe it is more critical that
younger students attend class every day. If
this model were to be used in higher grades,
the challenge would be having enough staff in
place to clean between the sessions.

A second model would use an alternate-
days schedule of Tuesday-Thursday or
Wednesday-Friday with the other weekdays
used for remote learning. On Mondays,
students would check in with counselors and
support staff.

Remote learning will be available for
students whose families decide against
returning to school and in the event school
buildings are forced to close due to another
outbreak.

“Clearly because of the potential for arolling
outbreak of COVID-19, we really do need a
more robust remote eLearning platform,”
Fox-Alter said. “And if we are able to do a
hybrid (model), you will have accountability
measures in place if you have to do that. We
are putting every model through its paces.”

Prior to the July 14 board meeting, the
district sent out a brief, general survey to
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gauge what parents favored regarding school
reopening. There were 910 responses and
about 700 comments.

Most parents supported a full return to
school with social distancing when feasible.
The survey also revealed parents wanted
masks worn by students and staff when social
distancing is not possible.

The next preferred model would provide
students with in-person instruction for a full
day on some days and remote learning on
days when students were not in the building.

There was less enthusiasm for half-day
morning or afternoon sessions at school. The
least favored option was remote classes with
no access to school buildings for in-person
instruction.

Among the survey’s respondents, 673
indicated they were likely to send their
children to school knowing the district
would be in compliance with health and
safety guidelines. Another 59 said they were
unlikely to send their children to school while
178 were undecided.

Board members raised issues including
what subjects were better suited to remote
learning.

“I'm thinking about high school and if
certain subjects are easier to teach online
over subjects that need more in-person
interaction,” said Trustee Jill Grossman.
Science with lab components should be in-
person as opposed to math courses, she said.

“You can always replay a lesson if you
don’t understand a math problem,” said
Trustee Angela Vella.

Other discussion

items included a

counseling component to ease students into
social and emotional adjustments.

Board President Lawrence Boes
suggested an in-person orientation period
before school begins to familiarize students
and parents with how classes and hallways
will look.

“Perhaps we can have instructional videos
online as well,” Boes said.

Last week Gov. Andrew Cuomo laid out
the guidelines that would allow schools to
reopen. For a district to reopen, the infection
rate in its region must be 5 percent or lower
over a l4-day rolling average. Through
last Saturday, the state’s seven-day rolling
average was 1 percent and none of New
York’s 10 regions were higher than 1.5
percent.

Cuomo will announce a decision during
the first week of August.

Boes Elected School Board President

At the annual organizational meeting, Boes
was voted president by his board colleagues,
succeeding Angela Vella who served in the
role for the last four years. Emily Rubin
Persons was elected vice president.

Boes was first elected to the Board of
Education in 2012, serving as vice president
in 2016-17. He is a senior vice president
and special commercial counsel for Fidelity
National Title Insurance Company.

Persons has been a board member since
2012, and served as vice president from
2013 to 2015. After 22 years as an importer
and wholesaler of decorative gifts, she is
now a certified ADHD Life Coach.

weather this word T-storm quite safely.

1.toothsome (adj.)
A) agreeable

2. tutelage (n.)
A) practical information

3. traipse (v.)
A) to transmit

4. truepenny (n.)
A) a zealous supporter

5. trine (adj.)

A) threefold B) nimble
6. titivate (v.)

A) to provide for B) tidy up
7.trammel (n.)

A) a restriction B) a hike

8. tautology (n.)
A) study of grammar

THERE'S A WORD FOR IT

A vocabulary-building quiz By Edward Goralski

SummerT-Storm.Summerafternoonsoftenbringachanceofthunderstorms,alsoknownas
T-storms.ThequizthisweekfeaturesaT-stormofitsown,asallthevocabularywordsbegin
withtheletter"T"WhilesummerT-stormscansometimesbedangerous,youshouldbeableto

B) ineffectual
B) a suggestion
B) move wearily

B) a final result

B) needless repetition C) classification system

C) extreme

C) guardianship

Q) fly away

C) an honest person

C) feasible

Q) giggle

C) a tranquil state
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Some Local Boards Slowly Return to the Meeting Room for Business

By Martin Wilbur

The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted
every facet of life, including how municipalities
and school districts conduct business.

But after four months of adjusting to
meetings in a virtual setting through Zoom,
Facebook Live or some other online platform,
several area boards have been slowly and
cautiously transitioning back to live meetings
when practical.

Of course, that includes mask wearing,
social distancing of at least six feet between
everyone in the room and strictly adhering to
capacity limits, which is capped at 50 percent
with no more than 25 people in a room.

Since late June, two town boards in Putnam
County, Patterson and Putnam Valley, have
gone live with limited attendance without
much fanfare. Patterson Supervisor Richard
Williams said since the town opted to return to
its Town Hall meeting room for its second June
meeting, it has been constantly monitoring
active cases and the status of the virus in the
county.

“We are trying to get back to as much
normalcy as we possible can around here —and
try to do so safely,” Williams said.

Under the current arrangement, eight
members of the public are allowed to attend
by pre-registering on a first-come, first-served
basis. The only others in attendance are the
board members and essential staff such as the
town attorney, town clerk and cameraman.
The Town Board meetings continue to be
live-streamed on YouTube, although not the

planning and zoning boards are not.

There have been a few residents, but like
most boards summer attendance is generally
sparse, Williams said.

In Putnam Valley, as many as four members
of the public are allowed, also first-come, first-
served. Supervisor Sam Oliverio said the size
of the meeting room, which is relatively small,
remains a factor. The Town Board conducted
its second regular June meeting and its July
meeting last Wednesday at Town Hall.

However, when a public hearing is on the
agenda, Oliverio said, it will go virtual. The
Aug. 5 Town Board meeting will have four
hearings and will be conducted via Zoom.
Residents may also call in their comments and
questions.

“At a public hearing you have to have
the public speak. You can’t disenfranchise
anybody,” Oliverio said.

ABBY LUBY PHOTO
The socially spaced Pleasantville Board of Education on July 14, one of several area boards that is
trying to slowly transition to some in-person meetings.

One of the first area school boards to go live
was the Pleasantville Board of Education. For
its last two meetings the board has conducted
a socially distanced meeting at the high school
library and media center.

Trustee Angela Vella said the July 14
meeting featured a discussion on goals for the
upcoming year and new officers were sworn
in, making a virtual meeting less efficient.
There was also discussion last week on what
the start of the new school year may look like.

“We've been keeping our agendas very
simple because of the remote nature of the
meetings but we need to get back to business
and start discussing things so we thought it
would be better to have this discussion in
person,” Vella said.

The Aug. 4 meeting is scheduled to return to
a virtual setting because a less robust agenda
is likely, she said.

Meanwhile, the Village Board will continue
to meet virtually, said Mayor Peter Scherer.

“It still seems like the right thing for the
month of July, although I do look forward to
being in the same room as folks,” Scherer said.

Another arrangement was offered for last
week’s Mount Kisco Planning Board meeting.
The board conducted the meeting over Zoom,
but allowed residents to come to Village Hall
for comments if they were more comfortable.
Several residents chose that option.

Earlier this month, Gov. Andrew Cuomo
extended boards’ ability to continue meeting
virtually. That is extended for 30-day intervals
and will currently run through Aug. 5, Cortlandt
Supervisor Linda Puglisi said.

Although Cortlandt has one of the largest
meeting rooms in the area, limiting attendance
would not be fair or feasible when discussing
hot-button issues, Puglisi said. For example,
there was a major public hearing last month
on the proposed mixed-use Medical Oriented
District (MOD) project near New York
Presbyterian/Hudson Valley Hospital. There
were about 140 participants for that hearing.

“How do you social distance?” Puglisi asked.
“It’s very, very difficult. We're trying to do our
small part in stopping the spread.”

Williams said if there is a controversial
issue that large numbers of residents want to
attend, the town will switch its venue to the
gymnasium at Patterson’s recreation center.
He hopes that won’t be needed.

“I'm working very hard to make sure we
don’t have any controversial issues,” Williams
said.
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Obituaries

Anthony Haruch

Anthony Haruch, formerly of Mahopac
and Somers, died on July 5 from COVID-19.
He was 94.

The last of six siblings and a lifelong
bachelor, he devoted his life to art
education. Haruch received his bachelor’s
degree in education from SUNY Buffalo and
his master’s from Columbia University and
spent his career teaching in the Mahopac
Central School District. In retirement, he
continued educating, publishing teaching
materials and teaching jewelry making.

He traveled extensively and was
devoted to underrepresented groups,
including American folk art and aboriginal
art of Australia and New Zealand. He is
remembered fondly by many of his former
students and helped influence numerous
careers.

Haruch is survived by his niece, Bonnie
Haruch, of Pendleton, Ind.; great-nephews
Kyle Kenyon of Sutton, Mass. and Cory
Kenyon of Worcester, Mass.; and great-

James Hughes

James R. Hughes, beloved son and brother,
passed away on July 14 at the age of 61.

Jimmie was born in the Bronx to James W.
and Jo-Ann Hughes. He is survived by his
father, James, and his wife, Eileen, siblings
Rich, Kevin, Ronda, Scott and Michael and
his cousins, nieces and nephews.

FUNERAL HOMES, INC.
A Professional Commitment to Service
Michael H. Muenz

Funeral Director
Owner
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Mahopac, NY 10541
(845) 628-5655

10 Fowler Avenue
Carmel, NY 10512
(B45) 225-3672

Anthony Haruch

niece Kyra Kenyon of Fishers, Ind.

Visitation was at Beecher Flooks Funeral
Home for visitation on July 19. A Mass of
Christian Burial was celebrated on July 20
at Holy Innocents Church in Pleasantville.
Interment immediately followed at Holy
Sepulchre Cemetery in New Rochelle.
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Carl Herzner

Carl Walter Herzner passed away
peacefully at home in Boca Raton, Fla. on
July, 10. He was 88.

Herzner was born on Sept. 24, 1931,
in Ozone Park, Queens to Frieda and Karl
Herzner. He had a twin sister, Ella, and
two brothers, Werner and Herbert. He is
survived by his loving wife of 60 years,
Nancy Guastella; his five children, Donna,
Charles, Daniel, Paul and Mark; and his six
grandchildren, Olivia, Sophia, Justin, Carl W,
Julia and Daniel C.

Upon graduation from Woodrow Wilson
High School in Jamaica, Queens, Herzner
was drafted into the Marine Corps to serve
his country in the Korean War. There, he
specialized in electronics, and continued

his post-secondary education at the RCA
Institute and the Remington Rand Institute
to prepare for a career in technology. He
enjoyed a long and successful career at the
International Business Machines Corp.,
working with computers from the earliest
mainframe models to the advent of the
personal desktop computer.

He was an avid golfer and gardener, a
devoted husband, and an active and involved
father and grandfather. He was known to all
his neighbors as the person who could fix
anything. Carl will be sorely missed by his
family and all whose lives he touched.

Memorial services will be held at a future
date upon Mrs. Herzner’s return to her
family in Westchester County.

Police Blotter

North Castle Police Department

July 10: An officer reported monitoring
a black bear on Banksville Road at
10:08 a.m. The bear was later spotted at
Byram Hills and the area was monitored
throughout the tour without incident.

July 11: Report of larceny at Stop &
Shop on North Broadway at 10 a.m. An
employee stated that a tall Black male,
wearing bright blue Hawaiian shorts
filled two bags with more than $500 in
merchandise and believes he will walk out
of the store. Officers responded and the
subject was arrested.

White Plains Police Department

July 19: Police responded to a report of a
shoplifter at Macy’s at 100 Main St. A store
employee reported $2,000 of merchandise
was stolen and that the perpetrators used
a U-Haul truck as a getaway vehicle. The
employee reported that one of the subjects
matched the description of perpetrator a
July 18 larceny. The officers learned the
nearby location of the U-Haul truck and
arrested Cory Richards for third-degree
grand larceny and Jose Roman for fifth-
degree criminal possession of stolen
property.

July 13: Police received a call about
a burglary at 144 Mamaroneck Ave. The
subject entered a lower common alleyway
and stole cigarette cases that are worth
about $2,000 as well as $1,500 in cash. The
department has developed some leads and
1s making progress with the investigation.

July 13: A suspect entered the employee
locker room of a store behind the rear of
the Westchester Mall at 125 Westchester
Ave. and stole a purse from Weekend Max

Find uson

f

Mara. Police have developed a suspect
and making arrangements to make contact
with him.

Yorktown Police Department

July 12: At 3:49 p.m., Yorktown police
responded to a resident on Friends Road
to investigate a report of gun shots fired.
Connor Scanlan, 21, was charged with
first-degree reckless endangerment and
criminal mischief, both felonies, and
prohibited use of a weapon, a misdemeanor,
for allegedly discharging a rifle inside the
home, causing a bullet to penetrate the
side of a neighbor’s residence. Damage
to the victim’s home was estimated to be
more than $1,500. A temporary order of
protection was issued to the victim.

July 13: Police responded to a report of
an erratic driver in the area of Wildwood
Street at 9:26 a.m. A traffic stop was
initiated and an investigation revealed that
Jamie Sweeney, 23, of Putnam Valley, was
allegedly driving while ability impaired.
She was found to be in possession of
Alprazoiam, a controlled substance, and a
quantity of marijuana.

July 18: An officer on routine patrol on
Gomer Street near Alden Drive at 12:42
a.m. observed a vehicle, driven by Kristian
Singh, 20, of Yorktown, crossing over
the double yellow line. After the officer
activated emergency lights to conduct
a traffic stop, Singh allegedly sped up
before coming to a stop on London Road.
He was charged with driving while ability
impaired by drugs after a quantity of
heroin and marijuana were found. Further
investigation revealed he had a previous
conviction for the same charge.

FACEBOOK.COM/

Facebook E3TTUITIITN

Follow ExaminerMedia on social media to monitor the
latest breaking news and local reporting tidbits
914-864-0878 » advertising@theexaminernews.com * www.theexaminernews.com




www.TheExaminerNews.com

July 21 - July 27, 2020

11

Mt. Pleasant Considers New Zoning in Push for Senior Housing

By Madeline Rosenberg

The Mount Pleasant Town Board is
considering a change to the town’s zoning
code to accommodate a Valhalla senior
housing proposal, the latest in a years-long
push to create a range of local senior living
facilities.

Brightview Senior Living representatives
proposed creating a floating zone district to
the board at a public hearing last Tuesday
evening. The proposal comes after the Mount
Pleasant Planning Board recommended
the floating zone and opposed Brightview’s
original plan to change the proposed housing
site in Valhalla from residential to an office
business zone.

The developer is proposing to build 170
units of independent living, assisted living
and memory care at a largely undeveloped
site near Westchester Community College
on Grasslands Road. Under the current town
code, assisted living facilities cannot be
combined with independent living housing,
The Examiner previously reported.

Town Attorney Darius Chafizadeh told the
Town Board last week that creating a floating
zone would help Mount Pleasant develop
senior housing in a more commercial area,
meeting standards that include at least eight
acres of land that run along a state or county
road.

“The concept was to give the board some
flexibility here,” Chafizadeh said, “but to
limit (the senior housing) to certain types of
properties so it doesn’t go into a residential
neighborhood, to keep it in an area that is

more commercialized and accessible from a
more heavily traveled road as opposed to a
residential street.”

David Cooper, an attorney for the law
firm Zarin & Steinmetz representing
Brightview, said the developer would build
more than $800,000 worth of public water
infrastructure upgrades during the housing
construction process by installing a water
main to connect over 50 homes to the town’s
water system. Brightview would also agree
to add a traffic light outside the facility’s
entrance on busy Grasslands Road.

The plan to develop senior housing along
the thoroughfare drew sharp public criticism
last October during a preliminary discussion
about the project. Concerns over traffic
congestion, even with the proposed signal,
escalated during a meeting last fall before
the Planning Board.

In May, the Planning Board, in its zoning
amendment referral to the Town Board
stated that it “remains concerned about the
maximum permitted density, and associated
site plan issues, which will be addressed
during the specific site plan application
submitted in support of the development of
the Grasslands Road site.”

But advocates for the senior housing
project say the development won’t cause a
traffic surge and will bring community and
financial benefits, including increased tax
revenue.

“Such specialized housing would provide
significant benefits to the Town of Mount
Pleasant, as the senior population forms
a stable part of the community, generates

limited traffic on area roadways, does not
utilize schools, and can serve as a source of
sustained patronage of local businesses,” the
proposed zoning amendment reads.

Chafizadeh added that Mount Pleasant
has for years found senior housing a “very
positive, necessary thing in the town.”

Some residents praised the senior housing
project, while others called the development
necessary for reasons beyond housing. The
new water main would address water supply
issues that have gone unresolved for years in
some areas of town, resident Sanjiv Khattri
told the board.

Khattri said his water supply has switched

back and forth between Mount Pleasant and
Greenburgh water. Now, his home uses well
water, which has a “set of issues.”

“I strongly encourage the authorities to
make sure this thing happens as soon as
possible,” Khattri said. “I applaud all of you
for resolving it and trying to get it done,
but it has already been very long and I want
the record to show that as a citizen I am
frustrated by the delay.”

Residents can provide written or spoken
comments to the Town Board on the senior
housing proposal until the board’s August
meeting. The hearing will resume on
Aug. 11.

Mohegan
Lake
Celebrates
Yearly Lake *
Day Safely

The Mohegan Lake Improvement District pulled off its annual Lake Day, blending online events with
live action on the lake. On July 13, state Sen. Peter Harckham and Yorktown Supervisor Matt Slater
visited each of the seven beach communities by boat and were greeted by Mohegan Lake residents.
Other activities included scavenger hunts on land and water, a State of the Lake meeting via Zoom
and music on the water where musicians were scheduled to perform from their beach.
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Breast Cancer Treatment .
Uninterrupted

& COLUMBIA

AMAZING
THINGS

NEVER STOPPED
HAPPENING
HERE

The same amazing doctors,
nurses, and staff who kept them
safe are here for you now.

Call 914-788-4635 to find a doctor.

2 NewYork-Presbyterian
Hudson Valley Hospital

With Columbia doctors right where you live

2 NewVYork-Presbyterian
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Drive-in Movies to Be Presented at Playland on Two Fridays

For the first time, the Playland parking lot
will be transformed into a drive-in theater,
presenting “Aladdin” on Friday, July 31
and “Dolittle” on Friday, Aug. 7, allowing
moviegoers to enjoy classic live-action,
family-friendly films in a socially-distanced
way. The movies are part of Westchester
County Parks’ Screenings under the Stars
series.

“We have established these drive-
in movies so folks can have another
family entertainment opportunity,” said
Westchester County Executive George
Latimer. “These are family- and children-
oriented movies so you can get out of the
house on Friday night and enjoy Playland.

We are aiming to make lemonade out of the
lemon that is Playland Park being closed in
the age of COVID.”

Both movies will be ticketed-admission
events, with purchase available by online
pre-sale only. Tickets go on sale for
“Aladdin” on Wednesday, July 22 at 2 p.m.
at  https://wcparksplayland.ticketleap.com/
Driveln. “Dolittle” tickets will go on sale at
the same link on Wednesday, July 29, also at
2 p.m.

Tickets are $20 per car and there will be
limited capacity following social distancing
protocols.

The ticket link will also be listed
at playlandpark.org and parks.

i_ 1

914-743-1314

We Miss You and Look Forward to Seeing You Soon.
Modified hours of operation: Mondays - Fridays 10 to 4:30pm
Curbside Donation drop offs of clothing only:

Tuesdays & Thursdays 12 - 2pm « Call for weekend hours.
(Do not pull into parking lot. Stop at curb. Do not leave items

if no one is there to accept. Weather permitting.)

Must wear a face covering and keep 6 feet apart.
All children must stay with their guardian.
Volunteers always welcome. (

Hidden Treasures & Donation Center
1736 Front Street, Yorktown Hts

Talk@yorktownloveinaction.com

e
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Piccolo Bal(erg, Cafe & Bagels

\"_ =
Look for our Make any day
Daily Specials delightful
@il Our grill is open for | With our Sweet

Serving Breakfast and Lunch!

Bacon & Eggs, Coffee, Grilled Cheese,
Sandwiches and Acai Bowls
and more of your favorites.

We look forward to serving you the comfort food you crave!
Call to order your special occasion cakes & desserts!

845.628.2233

Visit us at
www.cafepiccolobakery.com

2 Mahopac Plaza, Route 6N, Mahopac
(next to Kwality Ice Cream)

~"

westchestergov.com.

Moviegoers will be asked to maintain a
six-foot distance from others when exiting
their vehicles and to wear a mask at all times
when outside their vehicles. No gatherings
will be permitted. Exiting your vehicle will
be permitted when using the restrooms.
Restrooms at Lake Boating will be available
and will be serviced routinely. Hand sanitizer
will be available.

Screenings Under the Stars is sponsored
by Entergy and is presented by Westchester
County Parks and Sharc Creative with

Westchester Parks Foundation and support
from Westchester Talk Radio, 100.7 WHUD,
107.1 The Peak, Hamlethub, Robison,
ENT and Allergy Associates, LLP, Inspiria
Outdoor Advertising, and Westchester
Magazine.

Pleasantville’s Dining in the Street
on Wheeler Ave. is Done for Now

By Abby Luby

Pleasantville’s dining in the street on
Wheeler Avenue on four consecutive
Saturdays in June and early July got mixed
reviews at last week’s Village Board meeting.

The July 11 was canceled because of
weather.

Of the three dates, outdoor dining didn’t
attract as many people and was expected. The
July 11 was canceled because of inclement
weather.

Started on June 20, the southern portion of
Wheeler Avenue was closed to vehicular traffic
from 4 to 10 p.m. from Manville Road to the
exit of the Bedford Road parking lot near Soul
Brewing Company.

Viewed as an experiment, the evenings
were scheduled to help some of the downtown
restaurants rebound once outdoor dining was
allowed during the state’s phased reopening.

Although the first evening seemed to attract
a good crowd, other nights saw fewer patrons.

“It had an impact on some of the take-out
business because it made it harder to pick up
food,” Mayor Peter Scherer said. “Most of
those nights were pretty quiet. It doesn’t make
sense to keep doing it.”

Some board members thought the effort
was a good model to possibly recreate at a
later date.

“I was very happy with the experience
and would love to do it again in other
circumstances,” said Lord.

v st
?t‘;e staff at Fred’s Hair Salon is
happy to welcome back
our friends and neighbors.
We are ready to tackle the
“nhairy-est” of jobs!
Fred’s Hair Salon practices
social distancing and follows
all NYS guidelines to make your
time with us as safe and
relaxing as possible.

See you soon!

(914) 232-5201

Katonah Shopping Center
270 Katonah Ave, Katonah

By Appointment Only

Freds Hain
Salon /4
Onen/

“Bringing your Hair to Life
Since 1982”
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ALL TOGETHER NOW.

We've been hard at work reporting on the public health crisis
that’s disrupted everyone’s lives. We're proud of our brand of
reliable, timely, thorough local journalism.

Now, as our nation looks to reopen,
rebound and resurge, our advertising department
is here to help promote your business.

Hire us to assist in getting your customers back.

Our audience, in print and online,
is deeply engaged with community. In short,
Examiner readers are your potential customers.

We’re invested in your success.

914-864-0878

advertising@theexaminernews.com

Examiner

news.com

Subscribe to our local news email blast for FREE today:
www.theexaminernews.com/eblast/

A trusted local news outlet is your best investment.

il s

/\/\akmg an Impact #

for our Customers for our Community

ROSE HILL ASSET MANAGEMENT CORP
Matthew Barbaccia, Managing Partner
John Colangelo, Jr, Managing Partner

HOST A SUMMER
MIWIIE NIGIIT

HostA Mo\ue Night
WE PROVIDE ALL EQUIPTMENT — SET-UP AND OPERATION
Professional Projectors, Screens

and 5.1 Surround Sound Audio Systems
YOU PROVIDE THE MOVIE AND THE LOCATION

Booking on first-come, first-serve hasis.
Call today for a quote.

For reservations 845-278-6401

nick@madeomultimedia.com
PRESENTED BY

MULTIMEDIA
MCORPORATED

Living in the Bronx in the late 1990s, John Colangelo
discovered that many housing options left a lot to be
desired. He began buying and renovating properties,
and joined forces with Matthew Barbaccia in 2009 to
continue raising the standard of living in our region.
They decided it was also time to raise their standard
of banking, with Tompkins Mahopac Bank.

“They believed in our ability to manage and
redevelop these properties and have been a critical
partner in our success and growth,” John says.

TOMPKINS

Mahopac Bank

MahopacBank.com

6/20 MEMBER FDIC  LENDER
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Letters Policy

We invite readers to share their
thoughts by sending letters to the
editor. Please limit comments to
250 words. We will do our best to
print all letters, but are limited
by space constraints. Letters are
subject to editing and may be
withheld from publication on
the discretion of the editor.
Please refrain from personal
attacks. Email letters to
mwilbur @theexaminernews.com.
The Examiner requires that all
letter writers provide their name,
address and contact information.
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Letters to the Editor

Drive-in Movies, Concerts May Be the Answer for Empty Office Parks

Most people I know are experiencing
COVID-19 pandemic fatigue. We feel locked
in, there is not enough variety in our lives
and we don’t know when the pandemic will
be over. And we miss going to the movies,
theater, live jazz concerts. Praying at a Zoom
service is not the same as going to a service!

I have a suggestion that I am proposing to
the Greenburgh Town Board: Rezone some
of the office parks on Route 119 (heading
to Tarrytown) to allow for drive-in movies,
theater, concerts after hours. The operators
of the business could even rent their drive-in
facilities to religious institutions for prayer
services on weekends.

This proposal, if implemented, would
enable the arts to come alive while COVID-19

remains a risk. The office complexes usually
empty out after 5 p.m. and the parking spots
are empty the entire night. It’s a wasted
resource, with hundreds of vacant parking
spots available. The Town of Greenburgh
hosted a drive-in movie this past weekend.
The turnout was great and we provided
space between each car so even cars were
socially distancing from each other.

The proposal could be a win-win for
everyone. The office market is difficult with
lots of vacancies. And now that people are
used to working from home, we can expect
more vacancies. Landlords would benefit
from the additional revenue. Residents of
Greenburgh and the county would be able
to look forward to quality entertainment

with drive-in movies available for adults
and children. Restaurants near the office
complex would benefit with more customers.
And, it’s possible that empty office buildings
could be converted into other uses; a deli
or pharmacy near a drive-in movie theater
might be very successful. We have to be
creative, economic development after
COVID-19 will be different than before.

So far, the reaction to this proposal
has been fantastic. If you are a musician,
entertainer, religious leader, resident, let me
know what you think. Please e-mail me your
thoughts at pfeiner@greenburghny.com.

Paul Feiner
Greenburgh Town Supervisor

Westchester Board of Elections Has Lots of Work to Do for November Vote

Too much is at stake in the next few
months leading up to the Nov. 3 election.
We don’t want to repeat the Westchester
County Board of Elections (BOE) fiascos
that happened in the June 23 primary. The
BOE needs to get their act together, prepare
before the voting begins by addressing the
problems NOW.

The BOE needs to:

* Recruit and train poll workers, recruit
and train observers, prepare mailing
infrastructure and educate the voters.

* Voter registration and maintenance of
poll books.

* Explain to voters the absentee ballot
application and mailing process required
by the BOE.

* Receipt of ballots by voters, counting
and tracking of ballots and U.S. Postal
Service issues.

* (Consider drop-off boxes or drive-in
balloting.

* The day before the election, ballot
counting should begin.

Many voters were unaware of the
following June 23 issues:

¢ BOE postcards never arrived at voter
addresses.

* Incorrect polling places were given to
the public.

* Polling places were not vetted early
enough.

* Voter registration needs the guarantee of
back-up print poll books at polling places.

e Many voters’ records had been dropped
and design of the ballots was difficult to
understand.

You thought your vote got counted; maybe
not. It’s our responsibility to hold the BOE
accountable for their mishaps and start to
correct the problems ASAP. The BOE needs
to know we've been educated and we have
our eyes on them.

A new day is coming. If you, like myself,
want a new government in power that
has our best interests in mind, vote in the
presidential election. Change can only
happen if we make it happen.

Karen Sevell Greenbaum
Croton-on-Hudson

Time for Mahopac Schools to Retire its Racially Offensive Nickname

Mahopac’s decision to retain the “Indian”
as its mascot is wrongheaded. As a 1984
alumnus, I would ask that rather than
reflexively defend the past, the school
district follow a more enlightened path and
reconsider its position.

Rather than defending the decision to
retain the mascot based upon the specious
argument that in so many words, “some
descendants of the Native Americans said
they liked it” (according, apparently, to the
volunteer town historian) and that keeping
Indians in some fashion honored the history
of the native peoples who once lived in the
area (Why did they leave again?), the district
should recognize that cultural appropriation
of the type symbolized here should properly

be relegated to the dustbin of American
history.

As no Wappinger Algonquins remain in
the school district (the tribe is extinct), the
superintendent would be well advised to ask
actual Native Americans what they think.
He could, for instance, review the National
Congress of American Indians’ position on
“Harmful Indian Mascots” in which they
state that “[R]ather than honoring Native
peoples, these caricatures and stereotypes
are harmful, perpetuate negative
stereotypes of America’s first peoples, and
contribute to a disregard for the personhood
of Native peoples: and that Indian sports
mascots have serious psychological, social
and cultural consequences for Native

Americans, especially Native youth.”

Since leaving Mahopac for the American
West, I have had the privilege of spending
time on the Navajo reservation. If the school
district wants to honor Native American
peoples, I can think of no better way than for
them than to advocate that these American
citizens are honored with running water,
electricity and the means to fight the COVID
pandemic that is ravaging their nation.

Maybe a fundraising drive at the next
Mahopac Lakers High School football game
could be organized?

Matthew Alexander Natt, Esq.
1984 Senior Class Vice President
Park City, Utah

Political Correctness to Some Means Progress for Others

I am always suspicious whenever I hear
or read someone using the term “political
correctness.”

My suspicions were confirmed as I read
Mr. Gallagher’s piece (“Harckham Shouldn’t
Mix Politics with Sports, Education,” July
14-20). This piece morphed in and out of
a political endorsement for politician Rob
Astorino and a general endorsement of the
GOP manifesto.

One thing COVID-19 has enabled us to
do as a community, a nation and people the

world over, is to have a clearer lens on the
inequality and prejudices in all parts of life.
And fortunately, many are active in rectifying
many of these inequalities. What might be a
cute little cartoon character to some may
be a very painful reminder of times gone by
when racism and prejudices were looked at
as normal.

The idea that the world is going through
an important change in attitude on these
issues clearly doesn’t sit well with some in
the community. Unfortunately for them, the

world is passing their archaic views by, for
the better.

This isn’t “political correctness” gone
mad, it is the world growing up and admitting
the failed past and moving forward to fairer
days.

Sports, education and politics shouldn’t
mix? Maybe sports journalism and politics
shouldn’t mix either.

Peter Daicos
Armonk
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WHICH FUTURE MAKES
SENSE FOR WESTCHESTER?

Indian Point will shut down by April 2021, and federal law
allows for up to 60 years for it to be dismantled and removed.

But we don’t have to wait that long.

There’s a smarter plan for Indian Point currently under review.
It calls for major work to be completed in just 12-15 years.

The plan will provide hundreds of local jobs. It means opportunity
for redevelopment of the land decades sooner. And it results in
predictable tax revenue for local schools and governments.

Indian Point will close soon after operating for nearly 60 years.
We don’t have to wait another 60 years for it to be dismantled.

Learn about the smarter plan at indianpointdecommissioning.com

The illustration above is an artist’s depiction of the Indian Point property after the completion of major
decommissioning work.

Indian Point Energy Center
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INTERNATIONAL
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You cared for us so we could care for others.  vou gave us energy by deliver

staff on the frontlines. You p1
During the COVID-19 pandemic, thousands of individuals, groups the countless cards and mess:

and businesses rallied around White Plains Hospital. You helped fight through your generous 1
protect our healthcare heroes by donating more than 170,000 masks

and essential supplies. We cannot thank you enougt
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ing more than 43,000 meals to our Visit us online at wphospital.org
-ovided us with inspiration through

ges of hope. You helped us stay in the

nonetary donations.

White Plains Hospital

-and we are so proud to be your Hospital. Exceptional. Every day

A MEMBER OF THE MONTEFIORE HEALTH SYSTEM
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We Save Stuff and More Stuff, But Where to Put It?

Our homes are where we eat,
sleep, play, sometimes work and
store things we’ve finished using
but somehow can’t bear to throw
away.

There are many reasons we
may want to hold on to stuff we no
longer need, but where do we put
it all?

Granted, some homeowners
achieve living on the light side
where nothing is hidden and
what you see is what you get. Or,
they’ve gotten religion just before
the sale of a home.

As a real estate agent, I advise
my seller clients that homes on
the market that show best are
those where all the traditional
storage spaces — the attic, basement, garage
and large closets — are bare. Granted, I know
that can cause apoplexy just thinking about
it.

In my last home, an 18th century colonial
with a huge attic within a high-pitched roof,
the space looked like a commercial storage
facility, but not as neat. When we decided
to sell that home more than five years
ago, we cleaned out the attic but hired a
crew to clean out our basement, which
had been packed with stuff from cement
floor to beams overhead. There was clear
evidence there of many different careers and
lifetimes, including those of our parents and
grandparents, along with tools and leftover
materials from house renovation.

By Bill Primavera

One helper took me aside and
told me how dangerous it was to
have saved enamel paint and paint
thinner so close to the boiler.
Fortunately, it was before I started
writing as The Home Guru, so I
was only half, instead of totally,
embarrassed.

At first, it was a visceral
experience to instruct the
workers what to throw out for
bulk pick up. But as the project
wore on and I wore out, memories
were discarded wholesale. It felt
liberating.

Actually, my wife is the more
practical one between us. When
she took charge for having our
garage cleaned out prior to the
move, she was asked by a worker what he
should save. She responded, “Just keep the
cars.”

My propensity to hang on to stuff started
young. Maybe I had thought that someday I
would be so famous that future generations
would want some piece of who I was and
what I did in life. But since I turned out to be
just an ordinary guy, I have no excuse.

It all started when I was an adolescent
and my mother gave me a white envelope on
which was written, “My Son William’s First
Haircut, Aged 2.” Inside were titian red curls
that bear little resemblance to my hair today.
It was a real curiosity for me.

That was the first item I tucked away in a
sturdy cardboard box that originally housed

Florida oranges we would receive each
Christmas from my Aunt Helen. Through
the years, that box accommodated all my
other official documents from my birth
certificate to a special blessing from the
Pope (my wife had connections) when my
wife and I married. Since then, that one box
has multiplied like loaves and fishes.

By the time I was a teenager, I was
collecting books and phonograph records
before the time of downloading audio files,
never thinning them out and always saving
them. (Anybody want a rare collection of
impressive 33 rpms from the ‘60s?)

By the time I married, I went to work for
Polaroid when it was big in photography,
well before the days of digital images. I
documented every move my family and I
made, starting with our honeymoon, and still
have boxes and boxes of pictures.

Then my wife and I started collecting
things together, and by the time we got
into the antiques business part-time, the
floodgates opened. We never got to the point

of hoarding and our house was always tidy,
but we never really organized our storage of
the things we didn’t have room to display.

As homes get downsized, efficient storage
is more important, and today, there are many
resources for creative solutions for tucking
things away.

The internet and big-box retailers are
rich with the tools needed to store things
properly. Home Depot boasts a wide
assortment of containers for the garage or
outdoor shed.

For those who need industrial strength
help with storage, there is always the great
PODS concept (www.pods.com), which has
a slogan of “The Best Moving & Storage
Idea Ever.” I'm inclined to agree. While the
company will deliver a POD to a private
home for “temporary” storage during house
renovation or preparing for a move, I have
seen them stay on properties seemingly
indefinitely, and there may be some local
ordinances discouraging that.

If I were to dispense any advice about
storage, it would be as simplistic as to
suggest that we should all better manage
what we collect in the first place. Now, if only
I were able to accept that advice years ago.

Bill Primavera, while a writer and public
relations practitioner, is also a licensed
realtor (PrimaveraHomes.com) affiliated with
William Raveis and a marketing practitioner
(PrimaveraPR.com). Anyone considering
selling or buying a home and seeking expert
advice can reach Bill directly at 914-522-2076.
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Summer's Here!
Don’t Fall Behind on your
Summer Projects
Call NOW for a FREE estimate
with our Summer Savings!

MIRACLE

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

NO $ DOWN!!
under $20,000

914.271.9119
2010 Albany Post Road

Croton-On-Hudson, NY | oo
WC. Lic. #10415H99 - P.C. Lic. #1817

YNK 307 + H-12519-07-23-00 3

L2 www.miraclehomeimprovements.com k‘) i N\
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°0 OOOOO

9
oA

FINANCING

ureensk v -

ﬁ Find us on
Facebml-t

(= Limited Time. ()

®

Cleaning °149

SCLAFAN/

Fuel Oil -Gasoline - HVAC - Service * Propane *Diesel
We Make Warm and Now “Cool” Friends Too!

www.SclafaniEnergy.com - 1 (845) 628-1330

TO OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS:

Sclafani Energy is dedicated to serving our community during these
challenging times. All of our personnel wear face masks and practice
proper procedures when making deliveries and service calls to keep you
and your family safe.

/ |Extend Your “ 3"

Summer Swimming!
Heating Systeim |catus fora FREE ESTIRATE \
forapool heater =

- ey Wl N Sl

ENERGY

Budget accounts, Automatic or call us for
next day delivery at C.0.D.pricing! Place an Order online

www.SclafaniEnergy.com
Serving Northern Westchester, Southern Dutchess & Putnam Counties!

Full Service, 24 HR
Emergency
Heating Assistance!
Installs, repairs and upgrades!
Over 30 years, licensed,
insured and bonded!
We are #1 because our
customers come first!
Senior Discounts!
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Fall School Sports Delayed; Fall Championships Canceled

The officers of the New York
State Public High School Athletic
Association (NYSPHSAA) voted
last Thursday to delay the official
start date of the Fall 2020 sports
season until at least Sept. 21.

In addition, the Fall 2020
Regional and State Championships
have been canceled and there are
plans to implement a condensed
season schedule in January if high
school sports remain prohibited
throughout 2020 due to COVID-19.

This  decision comes at
the recommendation of the
NYSPHSAA COVID-19 Task
Force.

“As the state considers
reopening, it is unrealistic to
believe athletic seasons can start
on Aug. 24 as originally scheduled,”
said NYSPHSAA President
Paul Harrica. “The priority will
continue to be on the educational
process and a return to learning in
the safest way possible.”

The  NYSPHSAA
decision includes:

* Delay fall sports start date until
Monday, Sept. 21

¢ (Cancel fall regional and state
championship events

* Waive the seven-day practice

officers’

rule

e Maintain current practice
requirements

* Encourage geographic

The high school fall sports season has been delayed until at least Sept. 21 after a
vote last week by the state Public High School Athletic Association.

scheduling for games and
contests

* Schools would have the option,
if permitted by state officials, to
offer off- season conditioning
workouts.

“We recognize this is challenging
for everyone, but the decisions
made at the state level are based
upon data and statewide infection
rates all in an effort to stop the
spread of COVID and reopen
responsibly,” said NYSPHSAA
Executive Director Dr. Robert
Zaya. “At this time, Department

of Health guidance presented on
July 13 prohibits interscholastic
athletics across the state. The
association will continue to follow
state guidance and will work
collectively with State officials
to ensure high school athletics
will start up responsibly in the
future. As an association, we
must be willing to be flexible and
continue to explore all options
with students’ safety as our main
focus.”

With  regional differences,
schools and areas will be impacted

differently by the COVID-19 crisis.
At the discretion of the NYSPHSAA
officers and authorization from
state officials, if the fall sports
seasons are interrupted or
impacted by the COVID-19 crisis,
then a condensed seasons plan will
be implemented.

The condensed season plan
would entail the following. The
stipulated dates are tentative.

Season I (Winter Sports)
Dates: Jan. 4 to Mar. 13 (Weeks
27-36) Sports: basketball (girls/

boys), bowling (girls/boys),
gymnastics, ice hockey (girls/
boys), indoor track and field

(girls/boys), skiing (girls/boys),
swimming  (boys), *wrestling,
*competitive cheer. (Because of
the high-risk nature of wrestling
and competitive cheer, sports may
have to be moved to Season II or
season III.

Season II (Fall Sports)

Dates: Mar. 1 to May 8 (Weeks
35-44) Sports: football, cross
country (girls/boys), field hockey,

soccer (girls/boys), swimming
(girls), volleyball (girls/boys),
Unified bowling.

Note: Weather will have an
impact upon outdoor sports in
some parts of the state in March
and potentially early April. Girls

tennis moved to Season III.

Season III (Spring Sports)

Dates: Apr. 5 to June 12 (Week
40-49) Sports: baseball, softball,
golf (girls/boys), lacrosse (girls/
boys), tennis (girls/boys), outdoor
track and field (girls/boys), unified
baskethall.

The NYSPHSAA officers have
the ability to adjust seasons with
the authority granted within the
NYSPHSAA Constitution

In an effort to assist schools
in complying with recently
released state Department of
Health guidance, the NYSPHSAA
COVID-19  Task  Force is
supportive of the use of the
ezSCRN application. The ezSCRN
application provides a unique
online tool for schools to utilize if
screening is part of their reopening
plan as it complies with New York
state and national restrictions and
guidelines. The EzScrn application
allows a school or team to easily
screen, trace and track students
and staff and immediately notify
school administrators and health
care officials if anyone exhibits
COVID-19 symptoms.

A full report will be released
soon. The next meeting of the
COVID-19 Task Force has not
been determined.
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INSURANCE AGENCY ~ Do40

Insuring New York and Connecticut
businesses and families for more
than 30 years.

845.278.7070

Service@feehaninsurance.com

E 2350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509

Feehanlnsurance.com

A Insite

ERA Realty

SERVICES

e ]
REAL ESTATE

READY, WILLING & ABLE

Ready: The need for REAL ESTATE is always present
Willing: To help with those needs in a changing environment
Able: To work with you in our new normal

As we move to the next step in re-opening the local real estate market,
contact me to help with your important decisions...
Because my time is your time.

Sharon L. Foley

Lic. Real Estate Salesperson
370 Manville Road, Pleasantville
C:914.649.1157
0:914.769.2222

E: Sharon.Foley@ERA.com

¢ SCHNEIDER ¢

FINANCIAL GROUP, TD

ACCOUNTING - TAXEs - FINANCIAL SERV ICES

Schneider Financial is open to be a
resource for our community. We are
here to help with your questions
regarding individual, business and
financial changes and needs.

824 Route 6

Mahopac
info@sfgfaxes.com
Phone: (845) 628-5400

www.sfgtaxes.com

Securities offered through Cantella & Co., Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Cantella
and Co., Inc. does not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. This material has
been prepared for informational purposes only, and is not intended to provide, and
should not be relied on for tax, legal or accounting advice. You should consult your
own tax, legal or accounting advisors before engaging in any transaction.
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THE NEW OFFICES OF THE
CARPENTER CHIROPRACTIC
CENTER

NOW LOCATED AT p
356 DOWNING DRIVE
YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 10598
:r’:::;—- WHOLE-BODY
: HEALING

QUALITY,
COMPASSIONATE
CARE

COMPREHENSIVE
TREATMENTS TO
RELIEVE PAIN

PLEASE CALL FOR
APPOINTMENTS

P:914.245.0653

THOMAS A. CARPENTER, D.C.
DRTOMCARPENTER.COM

/]

C e RAC T
CENTER

914,245.0653|
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IMAGINE YOUR
LIFE WITHOUT

COMMUTING, TRAINS, TAXIS,
SUBWAYS OR PARKING...

MT. EBO CORPORATE PARK OFFERS
PRIVATE OFFICES OR FULL SUITES
FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED
NO LONG-TERM COMMITMENT

MINUTES FROM 1-84, 1-684 &
METRO NORTH
THEABILITY TO WORK CLOSE TO HOME
Wi-Fi & 24/71AGCESS
PLUS PLENTY OF FREE PARKING!
ON-SITE MANAGEMENT

You've already proved
you don't need to travel into the City to work!

Contact Peter or Una for a site visit 845.278.2822

RF Joyce, CPA

Certified Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes ¢ Business Taxes
Estates « Trusts » Bookkeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285

robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street « Yor

own Heights, NY 10598

Overwhelmed Caring | 4
Jor your Toved One? |

. Call us teday! |
When Experience Counts
Count on Experience
Home Care Licensed by NYS Dept. of Health
Owned and operated by registered nurses

Services Include:
Home Health Aides + Companion Care
Dementia Care « Senior Housing Options

Home Management « Medication Management E I-lj er l: SI=

Customized programs to fit your needs Staffing Solutions

Please call for a free consult today: 914.265.4299
Visit www.ecstaffingsolutions.com for more information

REAL CBD.

SIMPLIFIED.
\ CBD / The Original )

RESELLERS CBD Marketplace.c

Est. 2012

All Natural ¥ Organic ¥ Highest Quality “Verified Lab Results

ALL THE TOP BRANDS

Edibles ¥“Smokables ¥ Oils  Topicals ¥ Devices
Balms & Salves \* Beauty & Bath “ Pain & Health
Full-Spectrum \ CBD/CBG \“THC-Free  FREE U.S. Shipping

ALWAYS THE BEST PRICE
www.CBDResellers.com

1-877-CBDR-WEB

Shop on-line. Use Discount Code: mmm15

Shop with confidence with our
90-Day, No-Hassle return policy.
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Free Yoga Sessions to Kick Off This Week at Playland, Croton Beaches

The Westchester Parks Foundation (WPF)
and Tovami Yoga kick off the 2020 Sunset
Yoga in the Parks series on Wednesday, July
22 at 6:45 p.m. at Playland Park.

The free classes are open to any level
of flexibility and take place throughout
the summer at Playland Park and a new
northern Westchester location this year at
Croton Point Park along with Flowers City
Park in New Rochelle.

“Yoga in the Parks is one of our most
popular events,” said Christine La Porta,
deputy director of Westchester Parks
Foundation. “With this year being very
stressful for parents, we decided to expand
the series to Croton Point Park and Flowers
City Park to give more residents throughout
Westchester County a way to relax

and energize.”

Participants
must register
in advance and
bring  their
own mats or
towels.  No
walk-ups will
be allowed as
in  previous

years. Mats
must be
spaced six
feet apart, and
participants

must have

masks and follow all mandated social
distancing protocols.

Sunset Yoga in
the Park is hosted
by the WPE
Tovami Yoga of
Mamaroneck
and Westchester
County  Parks
and sponsored
by NewYork-
Presbyterian
Hudson Valley
Hospital and
NewYork-
Presbyterian
Lawrence
Hospital.

The series will take place on the following
dates and locations. All sessions will take

place from 6:45 to 8 p.m.
Playland Beach
Wednesday, July 22
Wednesday, Aug. 12

Croton Point Park
Wednesday, July 29

Wednesday, Aug. 26
Wednesday, Sept. 16

Flowers City Park
Wednesday, Sept. 9
In the event of weather-related

cancellations, participants will be notified of
rain dates.

For more information, visit https:/www.
thewpf.org/event/5th-annual-sunset-yoga-
in-the-park-playland-beach.

Philipstown to Implement Solar Pump Irrigation System

New Leaf Restoration, Inc, a new
community garden nonprofit organization,
along with Butterfield Library and the
Desmond-Fish Library, will present a town-
wide Zoom webinar, “Getting Water from the
Sun: Implementing a Solar Pump Irrigation
System in Philipstown,” on Tuesday, July 28,
from 7 to 9 p.m.

Rural Power Systems (RPS), a national
company based in Woodlands, Calif. that
specializes in solar-powered water pumps,
will have representatives on hand for the
segment.

Founded in 2012, RPS is a family-owned
company of laser-focused mechanical,
electrical and software engineers whose

goal is to “arm you with the equipment and
knowledge to take control of your water.”
Co-owner Mike Ragsdale grew up on a
ranch climbing windmills. After working as an
aerospace solar design engineer, he founded
the company with Jeremy Van Fleet to combine
his experience with wells on the ranch with
solar technology to create a simpler and more
reliable solution for accessing remote water.
“The RPS solar pump kit will automate the
New Leaf garden’s drip irrigation plan and
hopefully eliminate the need for daily watering
trips. The plan is to reduce our members’ time,
expense and carbon footprint,” said New Leaf
Restoration co-founder Tim Donovan. “It’s
always exciting to find new and innovative

ways to optimize delivery of our precious
resources.”

This segment is the sixth in the
cosponsored webinar series, “Supporting
Habitat Through Community Gardening and
Agricultural Stewardship in Philipstown,”
which began on June 9 and runs through the
summer. Previous guest speakers include the
Philipstown Climate Smart Community, the
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Putnam
County, the Philipstown Pollinator Pathway
and Dr. Dorothy Peteet, senior research
scientist at NASA/Goddard Institute for Space
Studies and adjunct professor, Columbia
University.

New Leaf Restoration’s mission is to plan

and implement intergenerational community
gardens in the pasture at the intersection of
routes 9D and 403 in Garrison. The parcel
was donated to the Town of Philipstown by
Open Space Institute and Scenic Hudson in
2017. The Town Board, in agreement with
the Philipstown Recreation Commission,
passed a resolution on June 4 approving New
Leaf Restoration to begin working to develop
collaborative town-wide community gardens
on the property.

For information on this or future segments
in this series, visit newleaf-restoration.org,
butterfieldlibrary.org or desmondfishlibrary.
org. To learn more about Rural Power
Systems, visit rpssolarpumps.com.

Meadowland

540,207
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or Lease as low as
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for 24 months*
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sk#G20236
MSRP $33,635

Buy For PRICING

FOR EVERYONE

or Lease as low as

2020 GMC Canyon Denali Crew Cab
empLovee 4x4

~ | sk#G20T15
| MSRP $45,005

See dealer for details. All rebates included. Leases include GM Loyalty. Must finance with GMF. Must qualify for rebates. Leases are 10k per year with $3998 down, plus 1st payment, dmv and bank fee due at
signing. Must qualify for tier 1 credit. Residuals: Terrain 3816/21190, Acadia 4536/24081, Canyon 6804/28860 and Sierra 11376/30967. Not resp
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MSRP $49,155 for 36 months*
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SINCE 1975 Safe Haven

THE ORIGINAL Seli SE@F&@E

Got Stufi?
We Ve llll snace

SEWER & DRAIN SERVICE ,INC.

Servicing Putnam and Westchester Sewer & Drains
County, New York, as well as Litchfield Electrically Cleaned
and Fairfield Connecticut since 1975. bathtubs * sewers - toilets
basements - sinks * pools
Over 40 years experience with
residential, commercial Ask About Our
and industrial service. Conditional Guarantee

You To TV Sewer & Pipeline
('h%’:hw ,'_-u, st RESIDENTIAL Inspection Camera
2 High Pressure Sewer Jets
ﬂeopoﬂd” 3 COMMERCIAL Pressure Cleans Pipe

p 3"to 8”& 4" to 16”

§>. /< INDUSTRIAL in Diameter & Up
(2000 & 3000 PSI)
www.electricsnakeanddrainny.com

@ FULL INSIDE LOADING DOC

345 279-7315

< 1-800-479-7625

_

i SAFE AND SECURE

CONTROLLED ENVIRONMENT

*Ruesirnclions Apply

Don’t delay your
health needs.

Safely see a doctor in-person or
conveniently from home with an
online video visit.

Our offices are open and extensive safety precautions
are in place to protect our patients and staff.

* Proper PPE worn at all times
e Exam rooms cleaned between visits
e Remote check-in and limited wait times

We are here for you online and in person.
Most insurance accepted. Call today to schedule
your appointment: 914-787-2200.

2 NewYork-Presbyterian
Medical Group Hudson Valley

&2 COLUMBIA | ;NewYork-Presbyterian
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When the Pandemic is Over, Consider the One-Way Ticket Vacation

When you buy a round-trip ticket
for your vacation, every day you're
away the date you must return home
is constantly lurking in back of your &
mind. It never goes away. J
But if you purchase a one-way

day away, you can make the joyful

a For the best one-way fares,
download the Hopper app, my

- favorite. They send you lower
‘ fares as they materialize, so when
a super-low fare pops up you can

fare. Some one-stop flights even

é.., _ é&(&{f' grab it. When ready to come home
ticket for your vacation on your last r ; N ) it will find you the most affordable

decision to stay one, two or three
days longer. To keep basking in the
sun, exploring that great city you're
visiting or to return to your favorite
museum or have one more outrageous
meal in the restaurant you loved so
much.

Most boutique hotels are delighted
to allow you to stay a few more days
at a discounted rate. Then when
you're absolutely ready to head home,
just purchase your best deal return ticket. It’s
that easy. A beautiful concept to insure your most
memorable vacation ever with no regrets.

After all, you deserve a few more days, especially
after this life-altering plague and lockdown you
will survive. Two one-way tickets cost a bit more,
but it’s worth it for the few extra days of unbridled
pleasure.

On our next trip, my girlfriend and I are buying
one-way tickets for the first time. I'm looking
forward to experiencing my first vacation with no
return date to haunt me throughout the trip.

By Richard Levy

allow you to get off in their “one-
stop city” for free a few days and
get back on another flight to your
original destination.

If you're retired, the one-way
ticket concept is a great idea. For
the first time you won’t have that
haunting return ticket causing
vacation anxiety every day you're
trying to lose yourself.

This is the perfect
time to start planning your spring
or summer 2021 vacation. Airlines
and hotels have the lowest prices
and best deals ever and desperate
to secure advance bookings. This
life-altering pandemic will be gone —
hopefully — by next year. Don’t wait, make plans
now for the most decadent, adventurous and fun-
filled splurge vacation you've ever taken.

Perhaps reach into your bucket list and take that
once-in-a-lifetime vacation you've been saving or
always dreamed about taking. Just do it!

The Travel
Maven

My three most OMG vacations were the river
cruise down the Mekong River from Cambodia to
Vietnam on AmaWaterways (most adventurous);
Bellagio, Lake Como at the five-star Grand Villa
Serbelloni, voted the best luxury hotel in Italy
(most romantic); and the Amalfi Coast in the
hilltop town of Ravello, staying in the beautiful
La Dolce Vita villa overlooking the coast (most
breathtaking).

Importantly, for international travel, be sure
your passport does not expire six months before
your departing flight or six months after your
returning flight or you'll be turned away at the
airport. Always have travel insurance, because as
we know, stuff happens.

So consider buying a one-way ticket for your
next vacation. For the first time you’ll have the
option of staying just a few more days. After all,
life is short and you’re worth it.

Note: If you can manage it,
my advice is don’t take the kids;
couples desperately need a romantic
getaway once in a while to keep
their sanity. Bon voyage!

Hastings-on-Hudson resident
Richard Levy is a former advertising “Mad Man”
creative director and now a travel writer. He’s also
an inventor of new products and is writing and
tllustrating a new children’s book. You can contact
him at RichardLevyTravelWriter @gmail.com.

During the

last four months, local

Pleasantuille Blood Drive Returns July 29

drives during the summer, blood donors

A Spiritual View

By Cantor Lilah Sugarman

We all breathe, and usually, we do not
even notice. It is
something we
do and often do
not think about
throughout our
day; like so
many things in
our lives, we
only notice once
it is not there or
if it has changed
or become
belabored.

In  Judaism,
the concept of breath, life and soul
are all intrinsically related. In Hebrew,
the word soul, neshamah, and breath,
neshima, are linked by the same root.
Our breath is our life force. We must
breathe to live, and our breath also
brings life.

In more recent months, breathing
has become heightened in our
individual awareness as well as our
cultural consciousness. We are more
aware of each breath we take when it
is through a mask we are wearing to
protect ourselves and others from the
spread of COVID-19. “I can’t breathe”

has become a slogan that points out
the realities of police violence and
institutionalized racism within our
country. We are
reminded each
black life matters
as each black
breath matters.

Let us all take
time to notice and
appreciate  our
breath. Notice our
breath and bring
gratitude for
our lives. Let us
bring awareness
and honor to those
keeping us safe that must wear a mask
an entire shift at work. Let us use our
breath to raise our voices through our
masks to cry out against injustices.
Let us take a deep rejuvenating inhale
and a prolonged freeing exhale. Inhale,
exhale.

Cantor Lilah Sugarman is the
cantor  at  Congregation  B'nai
Yisrael in Armonk and is part of the
Armonk Faith Alliance. The alliance
also comprises Hillside Church, St.
Stephen’s  Episcopal ~ Church,  St.
Patrick’s RC Church and St. Nersess
Armenian Seminary.

blood drives were all canceled during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The demand for
blood had dropped because hospitals had
converted surgical and treatment units into
COVID units.

With services now fully restored, the
demand for blood is as high as it was before
the onset of the pandemic and donors are
desperately needed to step up and help fill
empty storage shelves.

The  Pleasantville Volunteer Fire
Department and the Pleasantville Volunteer
Ambulance Corps will be hosting a summer
blood drive next Wednesday, July 29 from
2:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Pleasantville
Firehouse, located at 75 Washington Ave.
Since it is difficult to organize community

from all towns are encouraged to come to
lend their help.

Appointments will be required. To assure
adequate physical distancing of donors and
to meet additional sanitation requirements,
walk-ins are not allowed. Donors will be
given a health prescreening prior to entering
the facility and will be required to wear a face
covering.

Make an appointment by calling 800-
933-2566 or visiting www.nybloodcenter.
org/donate-blood. Direct access to the July
29 appointment schedule can be found
by wvisiting https:/donate.nybc.org/donor/
schedules/drive_schedule/272455.

For questions regarding eligibility, call
800-688-0900.

Mount Kisco Expands Tree Art Contest

Mount Kisco’s popular Arbor Day My
Favorite Tree competition is now open to
youngsters under 18 years old. There is no
entry fee, and the deadline for submitting
entries is Monday, Aug. 17.

“We have also opened up the contest
and exhibition to include all students in the
Bedford Central School District,” said Jim
Gmelin, one of the organizers and chairman
of the Mount Kisco Tree Preservation
Board. “In addition, we've launched a writing
competition in conjunction with the art
category. Our youth are encouraged to also
express their love for trees in poetry, song or
essay.”

This year’s entries will be judged in three
age groups: age 6 and under, ages 7-12, and
ages 13-18. Winners will receive an award at

an event in Leonard Park during the town’s
postponed Arbor Day celebration, which will
be held later this year. All entries will be
displayed in an online gallery.

Entries should be sent
tomkarborday2020@gmail.com. Participants,
parents, teachers or other helpers should
photograph or scan the painting and send
it by e-mail with the artist’s name and age
in the message area. Entries in the writing
category should be e-mailed as well.

“Mount Kisco has beautiful trees, walking
trails and parks, and we hope residents and
visitors will enjoy this summer discovering
nature at its best,” said John Rhodes,
chairman of the Mount Kisco Conservation
Advisory  Council, the competition’s
CO-SpONSOr.
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ADOPTION

Family-oriented single woman
looking to welcome a child into her
life. Any ethnicity welcome, expenses paid.
Please call (347) 470-5228 or my attorney:
(800)582-3678 for information.

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings,
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture,
jewelry books, cameras, records,
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics,
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL
AARON AT 914-235-0302

ATTORNEY

BOYSCOUT COMPENSATION FUND
- Anyone that was inappropriately touched by
a Scout leader deserves justice and financial
compensation!  Victims may be eligible
for a significant cash settlement. Time to
file is limited. Call Now! 844-587-2494

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer
or Mesothelioma? Exposed to Asbestos
Pre-1980 at Work or Navy? You May Be
Entitled to a Significant Cash Award!
Smoking History Okay! 888-912-3150

BUYING/SELLING
BUYING diamonds,

gold, silver, all

fine jewelry and watches, coins, paintings,
better furs, complete estates. We simply pay
more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail
Americabuying@aol.com

*COMIC BOOKS WANTED! TOP
PRICES PAID!** 30 years experience.
Reliable and honest! Call or Text: 917-
699-2496, or e-mail: smileLP@aol.com.
Thanks.

GOLD / SILVER WANTED

HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit
West- chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver,
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches,
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap-
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur-
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil-
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

CABLE & SATELLITETV

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV,
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per
second speed. No contract or commitment.
More Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited
Voice. Call 1-855-977-7198

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

TRAIN AT HOME TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified & ready to work in months!

When you need a
new roof, windows
or doors and need

help paying for
them, call us.

'800-736-9629

NYImprovementFund.com

PROGRAMS

RIGHT NOW

NEW YORK

Roofing | Windows | Siding | Insulation | Walk-In Tubs

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds

Call 855-543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get the
skills to become a Computer & Help Desk
Professional now! Now offering a $10,000
scholarship for qualified applicants. Call
CTI for details! (844) 947-0192 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

HEALTH

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer
or Mesothelioma? Exposed to Asbestos
Pre-1980 at Work or Navy? You May Be
Entitled to a Significant Cash Award!
Smoking History Okay! 888-912-3150

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money back
guaranteed! 1-855-579-8907

HELP WANTED

WESTCHESTER MEDICAL CENTER
ADVANCED PHYSICIAN SERVICES,
PC (BRADHURST/VALHALLA, NY)
seeks Physician/Nocturnist to supervise
residents; take night admissions/ transfer
calls; assess patient health by interviewing
patients, performing  phys. exams,
updating records, studying med. histories;
evaluate/ treat patients; provide diagnostic,
preventative, therapeutic health services to

\ERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCyep

SINCE 191
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ORDER NOW! 1.866.749.2741 ask for 63281CKT

www.OmahaSteaks.com/family225

Classified Ad Deadline
is Thursdays at 5pm for the
next week’s publication

patients. Req: MD, board cert. in Internal
Medicine, 2 ys’ exp. Hospitalist Medicine,
graduation from accredited medical school
(M.D., D.O, or M.B.B.S. or foreign equiv.),
NYS licensure/ current reg., current
ACLS cert., DEA licensure, completion of
UHMS approved/ATMO certified Primary
Hyperbaric Medicine course. Overnight
shifts also req’d. For full job desc & to
apply: https://wmchealthjobs.org/.

HAIR DRESSER W/FOLLOWING
WANTED for a busy salon in northern
Westchester. Call 914 760 6520

JOB OPPORTUNITY $18.50 P/H
NYC $16 P/H LI Up to $13.50 P/H
UPSTATE NY CDPAP Caregiver Hourly
Pay Rate! Under NYS CDPAP Medicaid
program you can hire your family or
friends for your care. Phone: 347-713-3553

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Stay in your home longer with
an American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1,500 off, including
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty
on the tub and installation! Call
us at 1-844-286-6771 or  visit
www.walkintubquote.com/newyork

continued on page 26

GET THE GRILLER'S BUNDLE
INTRODUCTORY PRICE: $79%

4 (5 oz.) Butcher's Cut Filet Mignon
4 (4 0z) Boneless Pork Chops

4 (4 0z) Omaha Steaks Burgers

4 (3 0z) Gourmet Jumbo Franks

4 (2.8 0z.) Potatoes au Gratin

4 (4 0z Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet
$2245Y separately

+4 MORE BURGERS FREE

THAT'S 20 COURSES + SIDES & DESSERT!

*Savings shown over aggregated single
item base price. Standard S&H applies
©2020 Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 10/31/20

Remote Support for:

Adware/spyware

Speed up computer
Install software

Email issues

Pop-ups

Printer & scanner support

GET YOUR GOMPUTER FIXED IN THE COMFORT OF
YOUR HOME

Call Us Now at 844 245 3414

940 OFF

FLATFEE UNLIMITED
SERVIGE

Must mention code
86407

for promo price
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Gov. Mario Cuomo has
issued a new COVID-19
directive: no alcoholic drinks
may be served without a food
order at restaurants, bars and
tasting rooms throughout
New York State.

It is meant to cut down on
crowds and promote social

distancing at eating and
drinking establishments.
There are plenty of
summertime indulgences

waiting for you. Follow the
rules, enjoy and stay safe.

Patio Dining at Southern Table

We were happy to return to Southern
Table Kitchen & Bar after a long hiatus. We
were a bit hungry after a visit to Captain
Lawrence Brewing Co. in Elmsford,
so we drove over to Marble Avenue in
Pleasantville. It was a lovely early evening,
and right from the start quite pleasant on
their outdoor patio. The staff wore masks
and tables were properly distanced.

We lingered over two glasses of wine.
We had forgotten how ample the portion
sizes were here. We ordered

By Morris Gut

Hours inside at the bar from
4 to 7 pm. We visited on
the first day and noticed bar
seating had been properly
distanced. Some seats had
been removed. There is a bar
menu featuring a good deal on
fresh Blue Point Oysters for
$1.50 per piece.

Look for additional house
specialties such as classic
Caesar salad and New York
strip sirloin. Their clubby
dark wood floors, fireplace,
banquette seating and chocolate leather
chairs make for a handsome setting. The
bar/lounge is highlighted by a stunning
glass-enclosed wine room. The professional
staff keep it all very accommodating.

Benjamin Steakhouse is located at 610
Hartsdale Rd. in White Plains. Free and
valet parking. Take-out and delivery as
well as special deals on packaged prime
meats for home cooking. Open Tuesday
through Friday 4 to 10 p.m. and Saturday
and Sunday 12 to 10 p.m. Three-course
prix-fixe lunch menu served on weekends
from 12 to 4 p.m. for $39.95.

a big juicy burger with house
fries and skirt steak salad.
Plenty of flavor in each
dish. We shared, and
still had plenty to take
home. We knocked off a
decadent banana fudge
sundae before we left.

914-428-6868 or visit www.
benjaminsteakhouse.com.
The Dog Den is Back!

Hot dog mavens have

been buzzing about the
reopening of The Dog
Den at the former bus

Southern Table Kitchen
& Bar, located at 39 Marble Ave. in
Pleasantville, offers a big dose of southern
cooking with house specialties such as
cheddar biscuits, grit bowls, Cajun-style
seafood boils and chicken and waffles.
Seasonal patio dining. Open daily. Pick-up
and delivery. 914-618-3355 or visit wWww.
southern-table.com.

Benjamin Steakhouse Reopens

Proprietor Benjamin Prelvukaj of
Benjamin Steakhouse in White Plains has
been offering pre-cut prime meats for take-
home during the COVID crisis. The dry-
aged steaks like the porterhouse, rib-eye
and rack of lamb are deliciously tender. The
salmon and Chilean sea bass are top of the
line, too.

Since the start of Phase 3, their outdoor
patio seating has been expanded. Now they
have brought back their popular Happy

the many delights to choose from at Southern
Table Kitchen & Bar in Pleasantuville.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

depot at the White Plains
Metro-North station.

Hot dogs are an ode to the ultimate
comfort food, according to dynamic owner
and founder Dennis (Big Dennis) Rubich.
On a beautiful late afternoon, Big Dennis,
who stands 7-foot-1 and once played pro
basketball in Europe, was chatting with
customers as they ate their dogs and sides
with gusto.

There are a lot of combinations and
toppings on the menu along with alternative
bites galore. Dog Den uses Sabrett all-beef
certified gluten-free dogs and Martin’s
Potato Long Rolls. On this visit we tried the
Bernie Mac n’ Cheese wrapped in bacon
and loaded with decadent mac n’ cheese
topping. The other, The Cool Beans, was
topped with bacon bits and baked beans. We
ordered a pile of crinkle cut fries, too.

On previous visits, I consumed the Cali -
D - O - double G (bacon strips, guacamole,
tomato, ranch dressing and celery salt) and
the Chili Willy (chili, nacho cheese and
chopped white onions). Both were well-
assembled by the staff and delicious.

There are free half-hour parking spaces,
or you can walk over. Seating is well spaced
apart. According to Rubich, who is leasing
the space from Westchester County, there
are plans for a breakfast menu and beer and
wine service.

The Dog Den is located at 1 Main St.
in White Plains at the Metro-North train
station. Open seven days a week. 914-328-
3288 or visit www.thedogdenwhiteplains.
com.

New Chef at Bedford Post Inn

Roxanne Spruance has been named

There aren’t just incredible steaks at Benjamin
Steakhouse in White Plains. There's a good deal
at the bar on Blue Point Oysters.

executive chef at the Bedford Post Inn in
Bedford. She will oversee the culinary at
the formal farmhouse and the more casual
The Barn.

Spruance arrives at Bedford Post
with formidable experience. She has put
her talents to work for highly-regarded
restaurants such as Blackbird in Chicago,
WD-50 in Manhattan and Blue Hill at Stone
Barns in Pocantico Hills where she had
worked her way up to sous chef.

Current specialties range from grilled
wedge salad; bone marrow luge (roasted
veal bone marrow topped with yellowfin
tuna); summer squash pasta; fried chicken;
barn burger on brioche; pan-roasted hanger
steak au poivre; and striped bass.

Spruance originally entered the culinary
world as a pastry chef so watch for seasonal
desserts including roasted strawberry

Culinary Pleasures Await Amid Coronavirus Guidelines

The Bernie Mac n' Cheese and Cool Beans Dogs
with fries are a couple of the more than 30 types
of hot dogs to choose from at The Dog Den in
White Plains.

short; rhubarb pistachio tart and yuzu
lemon curd brulee.

Bedford Post Inn is located at 954 Old Post
Rd. in Bedford. It was originally founded
by actor Richard Gere and partners. It is
currently owned and operated by Relais &
Chateaux properties. Current dining hours
on the patio are 4 to 10 p.m. daily. Curbside
pick-up is available by advance order.
Reservations are strongly recommended.
Overnight accommodations. 914-234-7800
or visit www.bedfordpostdining.com.

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing
consultant and former restaurvant trade
magazine editor. He has been tracking and
writing about the food and dining scene in
greater Westchester for 30 years. He may be
reached at 914-235-6591 or at guteactions @
optonline.net.
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Chianti in Tuscany: An Querview and an Ancient Legend

Chianti. Utterance
of the word evokes

fond memories
of a place and
time. Of indelibly
etched meals
enjoyed on a patio
overlooking rolling

hills of vineyards.
Of trattoria house
wines, at times
sans label, always
delightful and always paired perfectly with
any local offerings on the menu.

Why does Chianti imbue in us a feeling
of comfort, a sense of pastoral bliss and
enchanted evenings?

Certainly, the landscape,
sunsets and local
inhabitants are  major
factors in influencing our
psyche. But somehow, the
totality of our senses is
influenced primarily by the
storied history of this idyllic
region. For centuries, this
land of limitless bounty
has impressed visitors.
Internal politics, unseen by these same
visitors, have influenced the region and the
wines and have forged a culture that, to this
day, contributes to the lore and beguilement
of Chianti.

What is the essence of Chianti? Herewith
a (very) brief backdrop to the intriguing
world of 21st century Chianti — a modern
wine steeped in ancient history.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It
Through the

(rapevine

Chianti is a regulated region within
Tuscany, consisting of 600 producers/
growers and 300 wineries. By far its most
prestigious member is Chianti Classico
(that’s right: Classico is a geographic,
not style, designation). There are seven
subregions that carry the name Chianti and
the designation DOCG (the highest ranking
for top Italian wines) on the label, from the
area just north of Florence (Rufina) to that
surrounding Siena (Colli Senesi).

Since the year 1000, the political and
military rights to the 100 square miles of
Chianti lands — and its bounty — have been
contested in many fierce battles. Many of
the stately villas that dot the Chianti terrain
were once castles and fortifications for the
land-hungry Medicis of
Florence and the wealthy
families of Siena.

About 70 percent of
Chianti land is designated
as Chianti Classico, which
has been awarded its own,
distinct, DOCG status.
To oversee and protect
the fabled reputation of
its wines, winemakers of
the Chianti Classico region have banded
together to form the “Consorzio Vino
Chianti Classico.”

The current crop of producers co-exist in
two different camps: those who purposefully
carry on the flavor profile of traditional
Chianti Classico (lean and slightly acidic)
and those who espouse a more modern,
fruit-forward wine. Whether traditionalist

or modern, Chianti Classico producers have
forged an alliance that has catapulted their
offerings to worldwide prominence.

To distinguish themselves from the
remainder of Chianti,
they have chosen as their
symbol a black rooster,
itself the subject of one of
the most famous feuds in
Chianti history.

The black rooster (Gallo
Nero in Italian) symbol is
displayed on the neck of
every bhottle of Classico as
the Consorzio’s symbol of
excellence. A red border
surrounding the Gallo
Nero designates a young
Classico; a gold border
indicates a Riserva, aged
for 24 months before
release.

I find the legend of
the origin of the black rooster particularly
fascinating.

Florence and Siena had fought for
centuries over strategic control of the
choice Chianti Classico land between their
kingdoms. In the 13th century, after many
grueling battles, their leaders decided to
settle the dispute once and for all, in an
arbitrary fashion. Each side would select
a rooster, and in the morning, when the
cocks crowed in their respective cities,
a designated knight on horseback would
gallop off from his home base toward the
enemy city.

The familiar black rooster denoting
Chianti Classico is a symbol of excellence
in the world of wine.

Wherever they met along the nearly 50-
mile route, the boundaries for the kingdoms
would forever be set. The Sienese chose
a beautiful,

well-fed white rooster; the
Florentines a ragged,
starving,  cooped-up
black rooster. On the
designated morning,
the ornery  black
rooster crowed well
before dawn, while
the complacent white
rooster crowed at the
first beams of sunlight.
The two horsemen met
a mere six miles from
Siena and to this day
the Chianti Classico
boundary remains the
same.

The Chianti region,
famous for its wine
and coupled with
a storied history and deep culture, is a
must-visit during your COVID-19 travel-
shortened lifetime.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville
resident. For over 25 years, he has conducted
wine tastings and lectures. Nick is a member
and program dirvector of the Wine Media Guild
of wine journalists. He also offers personalized
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s
credo: continuous experimenting rvesults in
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at
nantonaccio(@theexaminernews.com or on
Twitter @sharingwine.
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typographical errors.Vehicle pictures for illustration purposes only. 0% to qualified buyers. Not all buyers will qualify.Tax and reg extra. Ends July 31, 2020.
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Lakeland Grad DeMarte to Play in All-American Challenge

When the first pitch in the All-American
Baseball Challenge is thrown this week on
July 23 at Palisades Credit Union Park in
Pomona, there will be a distinct local flare.

A number of former local scholastic
standouts, who have recently wrapped up
their college careers on the diamond or
would have been playing either affiliated
minor league baseball or independent
league ball, will dot the rosters of the two
squads based in Rockland County.

One name that jumps off the roster sheet
is former Lakeland High School standout
Jonathan DeMarte, who, after three years
of independent ball, including stints in
Australia with the Perth Heat in the winter
of 2019 and with the Frontier League’s
Quebec Capitales later that summer,
signed a contract with the Chicago Cubs
this past spring.

However, like all professional players
not on a Major League Baseball roster,
DeMarte was on the outside looking in
when MLB shut down its spring training
facilities in March.

The All-American Baseball Challenge
has given the 2010 and 2011 Gatorade
New York State High School Player of
the Year and former Richmond University
Spider the opportunity to continue to hone
his skills.

“It is great to have the chance to
compete again,” DeMarte, 27, said. “I am

To Place a Classified Ad
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail
classifieds @theexaminernews.com

continued from page 26

Lakeland graduate Jonathan DeMarte will be a
featured performer in the All-American Baseball
Challenge in Rockland County this summer. The
season starts on Thursday.

so thankful for the opportunity. I am also
thankful that the Cubs allowed me to do
this. As an older guy, I need to get my
work in and face batters.”

The All-American Baseball Challenge is

EXAMINER MEDIA Cldssifieds

a six-team league that will be played at the
home ballparks of three Frontier League
franchises — Palisades Credit Union Park
in Pomona, Skylands Stadium in Augusta,
N.J. and Yogi Berra Stadium in Montclair,
N.J.

PCU Park is the home of the New York
Boulders, while Skylands Stadium is the
home base of the Sussex County Miners
and Yogi Berra Stadium is the host diamond
for the New Jersey Jackals.

A highly recruited pitcher coming out of
high school in 2011, injuries and surgeries
sidetracked DeMarte’s college career. The
surgeries were numerous and ran from a
torn rotator cuff to a hernia.

It was last winter playing in Australia
that a scout for the Cubs noticed DeMarte,
who, after coming home after New Year’s,
threw for the Cubs, San Diego Padres and
Oakland Athletics at a tryout.

He signed with the Cubs a short time
later, fulfilling a lifelong dream. DeMarte
is also a member of Team Israel and was
set to play in the postponed 2020 Tokyo
Summer Olympics and the 2021 World
Baseball Classic.

While next spring’s WBC has already
been canceled by Major League Baseball,
DeMarte is still optimistic that he may
get the chance to enjoy the Olympic
experience.

“The Olympics

was devastating,”

DeMarte said. “Even more devastating
than this year’s minor league season
getting canceled. The Olympics are a
once-in-a-lifetime experience and if it’s
canceled again next year, I may never get
that chance because baseball is not in the
2024 Games.”

The 32-game schedule that is set to
begin this Thursday, will feature the
Rockland Boulders (not affiliated with
the New York Boulders) and New York
Brave playing at Palisades Credit Union
Park; Sussex County Miners and Skylands
Cardinals at Skylands Stadium; and the
New Jersey Jackals and the Jersey Wise
Guys will play at Yogi Berra Stadium.

All games will be held Thursday through
Sunday and will run through the weekend
following Labor Day in September.

A full promotion schedule for the
baseball games will be announced shortly.
In accordance with New York State
guidelines, crowds will be extremely
limited and masks required as part of the
ballpark’s guest separation safety protocol.
Schedule and ticket information is available
at www.palisadescreditunionpark.com.

Palisades Credit Union Park, Rockland
County’s  premier outdoor  family
entertainment center, features drive-in
fireworks, movies and baseball and more
this summer.

Classified Ad Deadline
is Thursdays at 5pm for the
next week’s publication

Prepare for
power outages
with a Generac
home standby
generator

GENERAC
————E

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME

ASSESSMENT TODAY!

877-516-1160
FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

GENERAC

Offer valid March 16, 2020 - July 12, 2020

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

*Terms & Conditions Apply

CALL
NOw!

your pocket

Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy PISONY
6129

DENTAL Insurance

\ Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help
get the dental care you deserve!

1-855-225-1434

¥ Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in

¥ This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan
# You can get coverage before your next checkup

Don't wait! Call now and we'll rush you a FREE

FREE
Information Kit

Yaur Mame Here

1-855-225-1434

Visit us online at
www.dental50plus.com/nypress

MB17-NMOO3Ec

“Donate A Boat 4es

or Car Today!
Boa\JLAr"]gel

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

$00-700-804T

www.boatangel.com %
\sponsored by hoat angel outreach centers $TOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN & /




www. TheExaminerNews.com

July 21 - July 27, 2020

Examiner

29

Sports

Mahopac (16U) Mercy's Mount Pleasant, Somers (9U) Defeats Bedford Hills

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor@Directrays

Greater Hudson Valley Baseball League
(GHVBL) action is beginning to heat up on
diamonds across the Hudson Valley.

The Mahopac Indians (16U) won their B-
Division season-opener at Crane Field last
Thursday in a 12-2 win over Mount Pleasant.

“It was an encouraging start to our sea-
son, considering it was our first game and we
were only able to have two practices prior to
it,” Indians’ Coach Paul Mante said.

Erik Andersen got things rolling for the
Indians with a clutch two-out, two-strike,
two-run single up the middle in the second
inning.

“We then broke the game open in the third
inning with a 10-run, eight-hit inning, which
saw 15 batters come to the plate,” Mante
said. Ten out of the 11 hitters in our batting

Mahopac's T) Wolf turns two on Mount Pleasant’s Stephen Pryor in Indians’ 12-2 win over Wildcats in

16U GHVBLA action Thursday.

order scored throughout the game. All in all,
a very well-rounded offensive, defensive and
pitching performance.”

Gianluca Santoro pitched a gem, going
four innings and yielding two runs before RJ
Horvath fired a scoreless fifth to close out
the game. Steven Perrone went 2 for 3 with
an RBI and two runs. Anthony Mante went 2
for 2 with a walk and 2 RBI. Dominic Campo
had a hit and scored two runs.

The Mahopac Wolves (11U) lost in walk-
off fashion to the Patterson Pirates, 4-3. Pat-
terson pitchers combined to fan 15 Wolves
and hold them to five hits. The game was
tied at three when Logan Martucci came up
with the clutch hit, singling on a 2-2 count to
plate the winning run while send the Peck-
ham Field faithful home. Owen Gabriele
started the game for Patterson Pirates, last-
ing four innings, allowing two hits and two
runs while striking out eight. Mikey Covell

ek

RAY GALLAGHER/NICOLE GALLAGHE.R PHOTOS

threw three strong innings in relief out of
the bullpen. Gavin Mammola (2 for 2) led the
Patterson Pirates at the plate. Affy Middle-
brook went 1 for 1 at the plate and led the
Pirates with three stolen bases. Patterson
(2-2) didn't commit a single error in the field.
Max Sorrentino drove home two runs to lead
the Wolves, who got even in Sunday’ 12-7

iy it:'_i;""".*. T P el

win over Patterson behind three RBI from
Jake Cotter and two apiece from Lorenzo
Echandy and Nick Lucia. Tommy Vitello was
a menace on the base paths, stealing bases
and scoring multiple runs.

Nevan Nystrom singled to knock in the
go-ahead run that led the Mahopac Indians

continued on next page

Mahopac's Anthony Mante slides in under tag of Mount Pleasant 3B Jack Marino in Indians’ 12-2
GHVBL win over the 16U Wildcats last Thursday.

Mahopac's Nevan Nystrom cracks go-ahead single in Indians’ 9-8 come-from-behind win over Bedford
Hills-Katonah in 14U GHVBL action.
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Somers players C.J. Steinberg (26) and Max Grodio share a light moment in the 9U Red Storm’s

come-from-behind win over BH/K.

(14U) to a thrilling 9-8 come-from-behind
win over Bedford Hills/Katonah Saturday.
The Indians (2-1) handed BH/K (3-1) its first
loss in the B-Division action.

Yorktown Rebel (16U) Ryan Campobasso
drove home four runs in a 11-1 win over the

NY Dirillers as the Rebels improved to 4-0 in
GHVBL A-Division action. Yorktown hurl-
ers Patrick Ryan and Jacob Krauss combined
to scatter three hits and whiff six.

The Yorktown Heat (9U) are 2-1 in a very
competitive A-Division of the GHVBL.

2 GREAT SPECIALS FOR JULY

1 9 9 5 19% OFF BG CLIMATE

AND GONTROL SERVICE
OIL CHANGE

Breathe cleaner, fresher air when
you turn on the Air Conditioner in

*19.95 PLUS TAX.
$29.95 FOR FULL SYNTHETIC OIL.

your vehicle.
1. } MOST FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
%# CARS & LIGHT DUTY TRUCKS,
BASIC OIL CHANGE INCLUDES
UP TO 5 QTS OIL.

NOT INCLUDING DIESELS. S
CALL FOR DETAILS i
SERVICE BY APPOINTMENT

_.E:EI‘KI‘IHES 8/1/20

We’'ll remove fungus, mold and bacteria from your air
vents and replace your cabin air filter. Take a breath of
fresh air without harmful bacterial contaminants in
your vent system!!

Service by appointment only. Some restrictions may

apply. Call for Details. EXPIRES 8/1/20

WE’RE STILL HERE
FOR YOU!
qudbf

We’ll Pick-up your Vehicle
Your Complete Automotive Service Center

Putnam Valley P Mikey Venezia singled home
the game-winning run in Pride's 8-7 come-
from-behind win over Yorktown in GHVBL (14U)
action Friday.

The 17U Patterson Pirates took 7-0 win
over the Hen Hud Sailors behind two hits
apiece from Sandor Kozma and Mike Peters.
P Matt Demme fired a gem, throwing five

Bedford Hills-Katonah slugger Michael Sullivan
takes rip in 7-4 GHVBL loss to Somers last
Wednesday.

scoreless innings with six strikeouts, zero
walks and one hit. The Pirates also posted
a 2-1 win over Minisink earlier in the week
when P Tim Albano threw a complete game

continued on next page
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Harckham Walks Back Senate Bill to Exclude Race-Based Mascots

Surely, it was a coinci-
dence, but shortly after
my column was pub-
lished last week state
Sen. Peter Harckham (D-
Lewisboro) had amended
Senate Bill S8708, which
originally called for state
education law to exclude
schools with race-based
mascots from receiving
some state funding.

Harckham’s original
inclination sought to add
section 3602-g, which included language
that excluded schools with race-based mas-
cots from state appropriation. This act was
to take effect three years after it became
law, giving schools that time to abolish their
current mascots, rediscover themselves and
get all sports new apparel (for grades 7-12)
and designs. Under the original measure,
school districts wouldn’t receive state fund-
ing until they stopped the use of race-based
mascots, which is pretty darn subjective if
you ask me. _

Facebook, and other forms of social me-
dia, took Harckham to task and he promptly

ol
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports
Editor @Directrays

walked it back last Tuesday in a likely effort
to save his political career, perhaps antici-
pating a firestorm of criticism. Subsequent-
ly, Harckham amended his bill while his fall
election opponent Rob Astorino pounced.

It no longer includes the threat to school
districts that they would lose state funding.
If he wins re-election this November, do you
think Harckham drops this notion entirely,
or does he pick up where he left off and run
with it?

Currently, there are about
100 schools in New York
State whose sports teams are
named respectfully after Na-
tive Americans — such as the
Indians, Chiefs, Arrows and
Red Raiders, etc.

Instead, Harckham now implores school
boards in districts that use race-based mas-
cots to discuss racial sensitivity during a
meeting at least once a year. I can live with
that bill, because it leaves matters to be han-
dled internally, not forced down our throats
by Democratic legislators, who should have
potential solutions to the worldwide COV-
ID-19 pandemic and social justice reform on
the front burner, not school mascots.

We know all about the obvious mascots
that have created a buzz for years, the Red-
skins, Chiefs, Braves, Indians, etc. But if you
look hard enough you can find fault in just
about every mascot. These days, in an era
where everybody gets a trophy and nobody
gets disciplined accordingly, some hifalutin
millennials will take offense to anything, in-
cluding statues of George Washington and
Christopher Columbus, moments before
tearing them down at some
baseless hootenanny.

The Cornhuskers are on the
brink. Surely, there’s a farmer
out there ready to bean some-
one with a can of lima beans
if we continue to use them as
mascots.

The Yankees gotta go. Confederate flag-
toting rednecks, who rarely take offense to
anything, will want to even the score for
their loss in America’s Civil War.

The Cougars are no good either, for obvi-
ous reasons. Divorced, middle-aged woman
stalking younger 20-somethings will cer-
tainly take offense.

The Brewers are on the cusp. Every kid
in Wisconsin is subliminally encouraged to

do 12-ounce curls over an actual workout.

The Spartans are finished. Surely there
must remain someone associated with an-
cient Sparta (195 BC) that holds a grudge.

The Fighting Irish and the Gaels must be
ditched. Even though millions of Irish across
the globe are proud to be honored at places
like Notre Dame, despite the naysayers who
claim it’s rooted in negative stereotypes of
Catholics and immigrants. Newsflash: The
Irish don’t give a rat’s arse!

The Padres and the Angels best be care-
ful. They are too closely affiliated with
Christianity, so the mob is coming.

The Quakers are on the hit list, too: Even
though they played a major role in the abo-
lition movement against slavery in both
the United Kingdom and the U.S. Do your
homework before you come for the Quakers.

Some of these grandstanding politicians in
Albany literally want to abolish the respect
folks in Chappaqua-based Horace Greeley
have for the Quakers and, likewise, the In-
dians at places like Mahopac. Innocuous
school mascots should be nowhere near the
front burner of state senators just because a
few squeaky wheels need some grease. I'm
just so tired of this B.S. Who’s with me?

continued from previous page
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Despite the solid cuts from Nate Jerrett Bedford
Hills-Katonah suffered a 7-4 loss to Somers Red

Storm last Wednesday in GHVBL action.

with seven K’s and zero walks. He also
went 1-2 at the plate.

Putnam Valley IF Michael Martorano tracks
a laser off his bat in Pride’s 8-7 win over
Yorktown in GHVBL 14U action Friday.

Somers Red Storm (9U) had a nice
come from behind victory over Bedford
Hills/Katonah last Wednesday at Reis
Park. Down 4-2 in the fifth, Somers
scored five runs to take the lead and get
the 7-4 win. Johnny DeVito had the big
hit -- a two-run double in the fifth -- to
plate the tying and go-ahead runs. P Chris
Azimi came away with the win.

Somers also swept a doubleheader on
7/12 against the Cornwall Dragons, win-
ning 9-8 in the first game and a 4-0 shut-
out in the second game.

Lifeless through the first five innings,

the 14U Putnam Valley Wild erupted for

eight runs in the sixth and seventh to se- .

cure a thrilling 8-7 triumph of the York-
town Bandits. Mikey Venezia stroked the
game-winning single for the Wild. Put-
nam Valley racked up 12 hits in the game.
Tommy Tan, Ryan Moriarty, Ricky Meis-
ter, Chris Borassi and Jason Douglass all
managed multiple hits for Putnam Valley.

PLEASE HELP: GHVBL coaches .

are encouraged to send weekly re-
caps and photos to raygallaghers-
ports@gmail.com to highlight local
players’ exploits.

e
vers pitchina 7-4
loss to Somers Red Storm Wednesday in 9U Greater Hudson Valley
Baseball League action.

rmazabal deli

Yorktown's Cameron Baker slides home safely ahead of tag by
Put Valley Pride C Jack Moriarty in Rebels’ 8-7 loss to Pride at
Union Field in PV Friday.

Mahopac's George Palmiero whoops it up
after scoring run in 12-2 win over Mount
Pleasant in GHVBL 16U action Thursday.
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White Plains Littie League Action

By Gordon Moccio

The scorching sun and brutally high
temperatures this past Saturday after-
noon did not stop White Plains’ Little
Leaguers from answering the call to

duty. Despite the COVID-19 pandemic,
Little League was back up and running
last Saturday, allowing youth sporting
events to commence with precautions.
Players must wear masks and social dis-
tance when not in the field, and the um-

pire must be social distancing also from
the players. Saturday afternoon’s game
at Gedney Field featured two home teams
pitted against each other; the White
Plains Pirates and the White Plains Mets.
The game was a close one, with a tight
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White Plains Pirates huddle with coaches after beating White Plains

e Weld Saturday.
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score up until the top of the fifth inning
when the Pirates managed to score five
of their six runs in a 6-4 come-from-be-
hind win over the Mets, who started to
catch up toward the bottom of the sixth,
but the Pirates held on to secure the win.
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. White Plains Mets Pitci-1er Oliver Gaukin dg.[

GORDON MOCCIO PHOTOS

White Plains Met Sean Alfalla slides in safely under the attempted tag of White Plains Pirate P Eli Friedberg, who held on for the 6-4 win over the Mets Saturday at Gedney Park.



