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Large Turnout at WP Rally Presses for Police Reform

By Bridget Bonanni

A large crowd of residents and
officials from throughout Westch-
ester gathered peacefully in Tib-
bits Park last week aiming to high-
light the importance of the need
for police reform in Westchester

and beyond.
The Westchester Rockland
Guardians  Association organ-

ized the Law Enforcement on the
Right Side of Justice Rally. A large
turnout wore face coverings and
followed social distancing guide-
lines while demanding justice for
George Floyd and other victims of
police brutality.

Officials, politicians, retired
police officers and supporters ad-
dressed the crowd, advocating for
reform of police departments across
America and support for the black

community that is disproportionate-
ly affected by violence at the hands
of law enforcement.

Mount Vernon Mayor Shawyn
Patterson-Howard was a Kkey
speaker at the rally.

“We have to find a purpose to
the pain and repeal the laws that
allow this type of behavior,” said
Patterson-Howard. “We want to
make sure that policing is still an
honorable profession...the scales
of justice have been unbalanced
for far too long.”

Paul Hood, president of the
Westchester Rockland Guardians
Association, planned and organ-
ized the rally with his team.

“I don’t just want this to be a
one-time thing, I want it to be more
than just words; words have power
and I want to put that power to
use,” Hood said.

He expressed hope that the
demonstration and others like it
will inspire further action to pre-
vent more lives lost.

“Ultimately, black lives matter
and we need to be speaking up and
we need to be there for each other
no matter what race, religion, or
anything, it doesn’t matter,” said
one attendee of the rally, a woman
who identified herself as Jenny.
“A life was lost, and it needs to be
noticed and we need to speak up
for it. It is not okay, and it is hap-
pening.”

“As a black woman, I'm
ashamed that it took a man
screaming out and having to see
his life leave his body for me to
come out,” said another demon-
strator. “It's unacceptable, enough
is enough and coming to this is the
least I could do.”

Rally for the Future

Approximately 300 people turned out Sunday for a Rally for Black Lives and a Rally for Justice in Massaro Park in
Elmsford. The event was sponsored by community members and the Westchester Rockland Guardian Association.

HOTO BY BRIDGET BONANNI

Crowd gathered at Tibbetts Brook Park in White Plains for a rally last week.

Economic Development
Consultant Sought to
Help Merchants

By Rick Pezzullo

The Town of Greenburgh is
looking for an economic develop-
ment consultant to help its business
district try to recover from the coro-
navirus pandemic shutdown.

Last week, the town board reis-
sued a Request for Qualifications
(RFQ) for specialized economic
development services focused on
challenges that it first issued on
March 3.

The board also met with U.S.
Senator Charles Schumer’s office
to see how the federal government
could help local government offi-
cials give business owners a help-
ing hand.

“The business shutdowns will
probably be fatal for many small
businesses and restaurants around
the nation and around Green-
burgh,” Supervisor Paul Feiner
stated. “The town is determined
to help our business district stay
vibrant and to help our struggling
businesses on East Hartsdale Ave,
Route 119, Saw Mill River Road,
Tarrytown Road survive.”

Greenburgh has set a June 26.
deadline for potential economic
development consultants to re-
spond.

Meanwhile, with Governor
Andrew Cuomo announcing that
outdoor dining in restaurants will
be permitted in Phase Two of the
reopening, which begins on Tues-
day, June 9, Feiner said he is work-
ing with the Town Board and com-
missioner of planning and building
inspector to allow for an expedited
process, by permit, for the building
inspector to authorize additional
seating where such seating can be
safely situated.

Outdoor tables must be spaced
six feet apart, all staff must wear
face coverings and customers must
wear face coverings when not seat-
ed, according to the directive.

“We need to make sure that side-
walks can be passable by wheel-
chairs and meet federal Americans
with Disabilities Act guidelines,”
Feiner stated. “We are consulting
with New York State on a draft Ex-
ecutive Order which I hope will be
issued Wednesday (June 10).”
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White Plains’ Gardens Can Still Be Vlslted Despite Restrlctlons

The White Plains Beautifica-
tion Foundation (WPBF) has al-
ways been about enhancing the
beauty of our city. Now more than
ever our beautiful outdoor gar-
dens offer a treat we can enjoy
while social distancing.

There are some spring blos-
soms. Take a walk through the
city to locate our gardens identi-
fied by the dark green signs.

The past few months have
meant changes for everyone and
the WPBF activities were im-
pacted as well. Due to COVID-19
precautions we could not march
in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade
and wear our striking bright yel-
low hats. We could not plant and
dedicate a donated tree in the Ar-
bor Day school planting, which
has been a signature WPBF pro-
gram since 1984. We could not
celebrate our generous garden
sponsors at our annual Adopt-A-
Park Breakfast.

Our regret is tempered by
understanding the sacrifices of
SO many in our community, our
neighborhoods, our world. We
take joy in the emerging blossoms
and delightful colors of our gar-
dens during the spring awaken-
ing. We are encouraged that we,
too, can prevail.

The White Plains Beautifica-
tion Foundation is an independ-
ent, nonprofit organization en-
couraging gardens and green
spaces throughout the City of
White Plains. From the start, our
organization has been composed
entirely of volunteers who have
donated many hours of their time
to help make White Plains a beau-
tiful place to live, work and visit.

For more information, visit
www.wpbf.org.

The |-287 Gateway Garden, at Exit
8W off of I-287, sponsored by The
Container Store.

NICK WOLFF PHOTO
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Civil rights lawyer Jeremiah Frei-Pearson is running
for Assembly to keep fighting for ordinary people
who are being treated unfairly by powerful interests

He's the progressive
change-maker Westchester
needs now more than ever

He fought for the safety of nursing
home residents and frontline work-
ers when greedy operators put prof-
its over people and left residents in
unsafe environments.

He has been a fierce advocate for
workers when billion-dollar corpora-
tions were exploiting them.

He'll take on the Trump
administration and
defend the most
vulnerable members
of our society, like he
did when Trump put
kids in cages.

iahlFrei-Pearson
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State, Region’s COVID-19 Cases Diminishing as Reopening Accelerates

By Martin Wilbur

Less than 2 percent of New Yorkers
getting tested for COVID-19 since the middle
of last week are testing positive, helping to
slow virus-related hospitalizations and deaths
since the earliest days of the crisis.

Of 58,054 tests administered statewide
on Sunday, there were 702 positives, a rate
of 1.2 percent, Gov. Andrew Cuomo said on
Monday. That follows the three-day period of
June 4-6 where the percentage of positive test
result declined each day from 1.6 percent last
Thursday.

Over the four-day span the state conducted
more than 163,000 tests.

Cuomo said the results highlight how
measures such as social distancing, wearing
face masks and having gradual and measured
re-openings around the state have been
effective.

“These guidelines work,” Cuomo said.
“They have been enacted in every other
region in the state. These other regions have
entered Phase 1, followed these guidelines and
there has been no spike. We know that it works
if it’s followed.”

COVID-19 deaths statewide fell to 35
on Friday before ticking back up to 45 on
Saturday. In Westchester on Saturday there
were no deaths for the first time since the first
half of March, said County Executive George
Latimer. On Sunday, active cases in the county
dropped to 951.

The governor made his remarks on the
100th consecutive day of his daily briefings
that started Feb. 29 with the first recorded
cases in the state. A few days later there was
the first New York hotspot in New Rochelle,
which was one of the first in the nation.

It comes during a critical week in the state’s
reopening plan. New York City, which has been
battered by the coronavirus, entered Phase
1 on Monday, while the Mid-Hudson region,
which includes Westchester and Putnam
counties, are advancing to Phase 2 on Tuesday.
Long Island is scheduled to start Phase 2 on
Wednesday.

Phase 2 allows for a far greater level of
commerce, allowing nearly all retail and
professional offices, such as real estate
agencies, lawyers and accountants, to resume
with occupancy limited to no more than 50
percent.

Cuomo expressed confidence that moving
forward was the correct decision.

“Why are we reopening? Because these
numbers say we can,” he explained. “There’s
no guess, there’s no ideology. Based on the
numbers we can reopen.”

Both Cuomo and Latimer remained wary
but hopeful on Monday that the outpouring
of demonstrators at rallies throughout the
state and across Westchester protesting racial
injustice will not cause a spike in the number
of cases.

Latimer mentioned that at the protests
he’s attended or watched, the vast majority of
people are wearing face coverings.

“I think we're all looking to see what the
impact the accumulation of people in close
quarters will represent,” Latimer said.

“Am I concerned? Yes. Do I automatically
assume that we'll see a spike? No,” he later
added. “We’ll see what happens.”

Cuomo said he was also concerned with
whether cases will jump and urged anyone

who is attending a protest to get themselves
tested. There are about 35,000 tests that will
be available in New York City alone every day.
He said it’s also critical for the state’s residents
to remain vigilant.

“New Yorkers bent the curve by being
smart,” Cuomo said. “We're celebrating, we're
back, we're reopening, we're excited, our
mojo’s back, our energy’s back. Great. Stay
smart.”

Easing of Restrictions

Last week there was a steady stream of
new announcements that added to the Phase
2 guidelines. Outdoor restaurant seating will
be permitted starting on Tuesday as long as
the establishments adhere to social distancing
and masks are worn by employees and patrons

when they are not
seated. Restaurants
must also follow local
zoning and permitting
regulations.

CORONAVIRUS

on the Bronx River
Parkway will continue
during July and August.
Typically, Bicycle Sundays,
where the parkway is

The state announced
that day camps may
reopen as early as June 29, while swimming
pools can operate this summer with amaximum
50 percent occupancy while distancing and
safety protocols are followed.

Another eased restriction are gatherings at
houses of worship, which are now permitted
with attendance capped at no more than 25
percent of capacity.

During the past week, Latimer also
announced that the popular Bicycle Sundays

closed to vehicular traffic,
allows resident to enjoy
biking between White Plains and Yonkers in
May, June and September after Labor Day.

The northern end of the bike route has been
extended from Main Street in White Plains to
the County Center.

Latimer said that starting June 15, Metro-
North’s three lines will increase service
to about 60 percent of a normal weekday
schedule, signaling the need for more trains
during the gradual reopening.
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We have adjusted our business hours for the time being in order to better
serve the public and keep everyone safe. Monday -Saturday 9am-7pm,
Sunday 12pm - 5 pm. While we continue to be open, please continue
to take advantage of our two most important services:

EXPRESS CURBSIDE PICK-UP& FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
Call us at 914-962-3100 or visit our website
WWW. SUBURBANWINES COM for more mformatlon
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WESTCHESTER’S FINE WINE & SPIRITS DESTINATION
CHECK US OUT AT: www.suburbanwines.com
MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am - 7pm ¢ Sunday 12pm - 5 pm ¢ June 9th to June 15th
379 Downing Drive * Yorktown Heights, NY « 914-962-3100
WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS ¢ WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES ¢ SALE PRICES ARE FOR STORE STOCK ONLY!

All prices
750ml
unless

otherwise
noted
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New Castle Chief Outlines Police Practices, Procedures of Town’s Officers

By Martin Wilbur

New Castle Police Chief James Carroll
provided a glimpse last week into the
training and priorities of his department in
light of the highly-charged national debate
following the killing of George Floyd.

During a June 2 discussion with the Town
Board, Carroll, a 27-year department veteran
who was appointed chief last summer, said
communication and defusing a situation are
the most valuable steps an officer can take
when responding to calls.

Last year, two New Castle officers
were sent to a four-day training session in
California to become certified in police de-
escalation tactics and have trained other
officers in the 38-member department.

“It’s bringing things down, talking calmly,
getting to the root of the problem, listening,
all those acts,” Carroll said.

“The most important tool a police officer
has is communication. Communication is de-
escalation,” he added.

Training includes professional
communication, procedural justice, crisis

intervention, role playing and training
seminars, he said.
Carroll said he has revised the

department’s policies and procedures where
the first attempt in every potential physical-
force scenario is de-escalation.

Officers have also engaged in simulated
exercises that are evaluated.

“Depending on how an officer handles a
situation, if they de-escalate and use proper

Ask the Doctor

Kenneth Goldstein, MD
Chief, Vascular Surgery

Northern Westchester Hospital

tactics, it can be resolved very quickly,”
Carroll said. “If it does escalate to the
point, maybe it was unforeseeable, but it’s
reviewed afterward what the officer could
have done different or what they could have
done better.”

Despite its relatively small size, the New
Castle Police Department is highly diverse,
the chief said. Its roster includes seven
African-American officers, five Hispanics,
four of whom are bilingual, five women
officers, one Muslim and one lesbian.

Carroll said the department does not
employ police bodycams. For a department
like New Castle, he said there are more
important tools that can be used.

In his 27 years in the town, Carroll said
there hasn’t been an incident of police
misconduct involving physical force or
deadly physical force where bodycams would
have been necessary to have. If the Town
Board wants to consider bodycams, that
should be reviewed at budget time, he said.

Supervisor Ivy Pool said she would like
to have discussions about introducing
bodycams for the department.

“As we start to gear up for the budget
for next year, I think it’s worth additional
consideration within the context of the
larger town budget and the department’s
budget,” Pool said.

The discussion was one of a growing
number of discussions in towns across the
region. Last week, Westchester County
Executive George Latimer announced the
formation of a task force examining police

-
-
.
.

New Castle Police Chief James Carroll

practices at the county level.

Several residents posed questions
and comments during the live-streamed
discussion last Tuesday. Resident Jen Klein
said she was concerned about a situation
occurring in town similar to the recent
occurrence in Central Park where a white
woman called the police after a black man
asked her to leash her dog.

Carroll said that all citizens are treated

Peripheral Artery Disease -

Your Limbs, Your Life
Discover lifesaving treatment options...

Q: What is Peripheral Artery Disease (PAD)

and why does it occur?

A: PAD is when plaque deposits of fat, cholesterol, and

other substances build up in the walls of your arteries.

Over time, these deposits can cause atherosclerosis, a
narrowing or complete blockage of the arteries. Think
about a clogged shower drain. When there’s no place

Learn more about

at NWH, visit

vascular surgery services

nwhc.net/vascularsurgery

for the water to go, it drains slowly over time. If you
continue to ignore the clog, you can expect more serious
plumbing issues. The same is true with your arteries.

Q: How do | know if | have PAD?
A: PAD symptoms often begin with leg pain and

A |

Addd 4
A 444

N

Hospital
Northwell Health*

Northern Westchester

400 East Main Street | Mount Kisco, NY 10549
(914) 666-1200 | www.nwhc.net

Q: Is it serious?

A: Though progression isn’t rapid, severe PAD can
cause tissue loss and gangrene, and can even be
deadly. Regular screening for PAD is critical because the
condition can be a marker for coronary artery disease
and cerebrovascular disease, which could ultimately

worsen over time. You're in pain because there’s not
enough blood flow or oxygen in your limbs to keep up
with the demands of the exercise. Symptoms may mirror
less serious complications. See your doctor if you have a
non-healing ulcer, an ingrown toenail, thickened toenails,
hair loss on your feet, cold feet, or no pulse in your feet.

lead to a heart attack or stroke. As the population ages,
PAD is more prevalent, advising an annual screening for
PAD for everyone over the age of 70.

Q: How can I reduce my risk? Or, if ’'m diagnosed —
How can | manage symptoms?

A: Get the help you need to stop smoking. This is a risk
factor you can control. By damaging your blood vessels,
the chemicals in cigarettes increase your risk for PAD by
four times, according to the National Institutes of Health.
Also, exercise as regularly as possible, and stick to a diet
rich in fruits, vegetables and legumes, and limit meat.

Q: Behavior modification isn’t working for me.

What are my options?

A: If you've been diagnosed with PAD and your symptoms
can’t be managed through behavior modification alone,
you have options. At Northern Westchester Hospital,
we use balloon angioplasty, stent placement and
atherectomy procedures to treat PAD symptoms. These
techniques help keep the blood flowing in the arteries
of the lower limbs and are often done without hospital
stays. You'll resume daily activities within a day or less.
For severely blocked arteries, bypass surgery lets us bypass
severely blocked blood vessels. This ften requires a three-
to-five-day hospital stay and rehabilitation.

evenhandedly in town.

“All our training is about equality and
treating everyone the same and respecting
people in general, particularly with the same
guidelines and training and rules, regardless
of race or religion,” he said.

Another resident, Lara Fuhrer, urged
the chief to issue a statement denouncing
Floyd’s killing, which would be more
powerful coming from someone in authority
in law enforcement.

“I think it needs to be out there,” Fuhrer
said. “People need to see it and it needs to
come from you, the police chief. You need to
be one of the leaders in our community to
actually be advancing it.”

By the next day, Carroll wrote that the
department was angry and saddened with
the police conduct in Floyd's death and
pledged in treating all citizens equally.

“We're disgusted that anyone wearing
a police uniform would do what we all saw
in that video,” he stated. “The actions and
inactions of the officers in question are not
a reflection on all the hard-working men and
women in uniform who serve and protect us
every day. Please know that we are more than
a uniform, we are ordinary people and we
stand with you. “We anticipate and welcome
difficult conversations that will result in
progressive changes. Our commitment to
public safety remains the same.”

Pool said she also plans to reactivate the
town’s Diversity and Inclusion Committee in
the near future.
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Cuomo Extends School Board, Budget Voting; Primary Ballots Affected

By Martin Wilbur

Gov. Andrew Cuomo issued an executive
order Sunday afternoon that will allow
voters participating in this year’s Board of
Education election and budget votes an extra
week to submit their paper ballots.

Cuomo signed the order that extends the
time period for the ballots to arrive by mail
at each district clerk’s office to Tuesday, June
16 at 5 p.m. However, voters turning in their
ballots in person still have only until this
Tuesday, June 9 at 5 p.m. to do that.

The order also permits absentee ballots for
the June 23 primaries to only be postmarked
by that date. Previously, the ballots had to be
received by the Board of Elections office in
each county by the end of the business day
on June 23.

A reduced number of in-person polling
sites for the primary is also expected to be
released for each municipality by county
Boards of Elections sometime this week.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has changed
our world, and while we are making great
progress and the numbers keep going
down, no New Yorker should have to choose
between their health and their right to vote,”
Cuomo said in a statement released by his
office.

The school board and budget votes were
of immediate concern during the past
week. Voters across the state were lodging
complaints with their school district offices
that they had not received the ballots or that
their ballots had arrived during the latter

portion of last week and feared there would
not be enough to put them back in the mail
and ensure they would arrive on time.

In northern Westchester and Putnam
counties, the biggest issue occurred in the
Mahopac and Brewster school districts. By
early last week no resident had received
a ballot because those two districts were
among the 50 statewide that had contracted
with NTS Data Services near Buffalo to print
and send the ballots to registered voters.
The company had run out of envelopes for
about 30 of those districts, said state Sen.
Peter Harckham (D-Lewisboro).

Mahopac and Brewster school officials
reached out to Harckham to request more
time so their residents could receive ballots
and have a fair opportunity to vote. There
also had been delays in sending out the
ballots in the Bedford School District and
some voters in Lakeland and in districts in
southern Westchester also reported delays.

Harckham, who introduced a bill last
Tuesday extending the deadline for voting
in the school elections to June 16 in the
event that Cuomo did not issue a new or
revised executive order, said he was pleased
with the governor’s action on Sunday. Any
legislation would have likely gone down to
the wire on Monday with the risk of it not
being approved in time.

“Gov. Cuomo’s decision to allow this
extension on the receipt of school ballots
gives voters ample time, as my bill sought
to do as well, to ensure that their votes will
count,” said Harckham.

Count on Experience
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The order negates the need for
Harckham'’s legislation to proceed.

Along with statewide school district board
elections and budget votes, there are some
public libraries that are affiliated with school
districts that have their board and budget
votes on the same ballot. Cuomo’s executive
order applies to those elections and votes

and any school-related referendums that
appear on the ballot.

Early on in the COVID-19 crisis, Cuomo
postponed the Mar. 18 village elections, the
Apr. 28 presidential primary and the May 19
statewide school budget votes. The village
elections have been rescheduled for Sept.
15.

One Last Time

DONNA MUELLER PHOTO

Seniors on Pleasantville High School's track team gathered recently to be recognized for their
contributions to the team and have family photographs taken. Their spring season was short-
circuited after schools were shut in mid-March due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

We Treat You With the Care

and Attention You Deserve!

/! We needed a renovation and The Westchester Bank was there to help.
As we do with each of our customers, the Bank treats us with quality
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County, Local Pools Given the Go-Ahead to Open This Summer

By Martin Wilbur

As the weather turns more summerlike
each day, there was good news last week for
people who enjoy taking a swim on a warm
afternoon.

Westchester County announced that
four of or its five swimming pools will
open either later this month or in time
for the July 4th weekend after New York
State released guidelines allowing pools
to operate this summer with restrictions.
Municipalities may also start making plans
for pool openings if they plan to operate this
summer.

The Saxon Woods Pool in White Plains
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BOOK
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Come browse our selection of
hand-selected books,
unique cards and more!
Open seven days a week.

Ten Washington Ave., Pleasantville, NY
Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322
staff@pleasantvillebooks.com
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and the Sprain Ridge Pool in Yonkers is set
to begin its season on Friday, June 26 while
the Willson’s Woods Pool in Mount Vernon
and the Tibbetts Brook Pool in Yonkers are
scheduled to begin their seasons on Friday,
July 3, County Executive George Latimer
announced Thursday.

Under the state’s guidelines to combat
the spread of COVID-19 cases, pools will
be capped at 50 percent capacity. Also,
special features at the facilities, such as
wave machines, splash ponds and water
playgrounds and slides, will be closed,
Latimer said. Concession stands, basketball
courts and other ancillary activities will
remain shut.

“The pools will be open, people will be
able to go in, swim and get cool, but they
won’t be able to have those specialty
activities because they represent situations
that do not allow for social distancing, and
of course, without masks it could advance
the spread,” Latimer said.

To help control crowds, patrons will be
accepted each day on a first-come, first-
served basis, Latimer said. There will be
two three-hour sessions daily, which will
each require a person to get tickets for
admittance: an early session from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. and the late time slot is from 3 to
6 p.m.

From 2 to 3 p.m., staff is required to
disinfect the facility.

Face coverings will not be needed in the
pool or if a person or family can distance
themselves from other parties outside

In Congress, Evelyn will:

Combat climate change by

J advocating for clean, renewable
energy. As the only candidate
with experience writing legislation
in Congress, she will defend and
expand legislation like the Clean
Water Act, end subsidies for fossil
fuel companies, and ensure clean
drinking water for Rockland and
Westchester and a safe, sustainable
closure of the Indian Point nuclear
facility.
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Strengthen our gun laws by
banning military-style assault
weapons, passing universal
background checks, and creating
a gun registry.

)

Protect Planned Parenthood,

a woman’s right to choose,
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the pool, Latimer said. Otherwise, face
coverings are required, he said.

There will be announcements every half-
hour during each swim session reminding
visitors of the rules.

While restrictions have to be maintained,
Latimer said it’s better than not having
pools open at all.

“The whole mission in being able to open
up our recreation facilities is to give people
relief, they can have some enjoyment, but
we have to do that knowing we can’t let our
numbers spike,” he said.

Municipal pools in locations where
officials haven’t already announced
summer-long closures will also be able to
operate while following the guidelines.

Mount Kisco Mayor Gina Picinich said
the hope is for the village pool at Leonard
Park to be open the first week in July, if
not sooner. Mount Kisco is still awaiting
specific guidance from the state, she said.

“We are making plans to create a safe
environment for residents to enjoy,”
Picinich said.

The issue will be discussed by the
Recreation Commission at its meeting on
Wednesday, said Joanne Aquilino, Mount
Kisco’s superintendent of recreation and
parks.

North Castle Supervisor Michael Schiliro
said last week he expects that the town pool
on Greenway Road will open at some point.
He gave no date when that might occur.

The Village of Pleasantville had
announced last month that it would keep its

County and municipal swimming pools will be
permitted to open this summer after the state
gave the green light, but the facilities will have
to operate with restrictions.

pool closed for the summer.

Last week Latimer announced that the
Playland pool will be shut for the summer.
The county was planning on refurbishing
that facility after the swim season, but since
the state guidelines don’t permit pools to
open that are within larger complexes,
Latimer said the county will get a jump on
the work and look to have it ready for next
summetr.

He expects that with three weeks lead
time for Saxon Woods and Sprain Ridge
and four weeks before Willson’s Woods and
Tibbetts Brook are scheduled to open, the
county will have sufficient staff.

The county typically opens its pools in
time for the last or next-to-last weekend in
June.
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Day Camps Can Open But Slow-Amvmg Guidelines Leaves Uncertainty

By Martin Wilbur

New York State will permit day camps
to open within three weeks but leaders of
private camps and municipalities’ recreation
departments have yet to receive ground rules
that would help guide staff.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced last week
that day camps can open for the summer season
as soon as June 29, however, organizers said
that key details such as capacity, distancing,
use of pools and other variables will determine
the types of programs that can be offered or
whether there can be a program at all.

Gordon Josey, an owner and director of
Breezemont Day Camp in Armonk, said the
guidelines are essential so families know what
camps can provide and how safety would be
maintained. He remains hopeful that there can
be a summer camp season for Breezemont
but knows it may be challenging to convince
families that it’s safe to send their children.

Currently, there is no tentative start date for
Breezemont, he said.

“What we sold in January to these families is
not what’s going to be,” Josey said. “It doesn’t
matter what the guidelines are. Even if they
say do exactly what we did last year, some
parents are not going to send their child to
camp. The world’s changed.”

Josey was hopeful that the guidelines will be
communicated this week.

Joanne Aquilino, Mount Kisco’s
superintendent of recreation and parks, said
her department has been in the planning
process of what village camp might entail.

But similar to Josey, she said she is eagerly
awaiting word from the state and the Health
Department for any new regulations that will
be required or changes that need to be made
to operate.

The village’s Recreation Commission will
discuss plans at its meeting Wednesday night.

During his daily briefing on Sunday, Gov.
Andrew Cuomo said that he expects guidelines
to be released sometime this week. He said
they have been delayed because of questions
and concerns regarding pediatric multisystem
inflammatory syndrome, a compilation of
symptoms related to COVID-19 that has
afflicted at least 160 children throughout the
state.

Hundreds of other children around the
United States and abroad have also gotten sick
with a variety of symptoms, including high
fever, vomiting, high fever and in some cases
chest pains and rashes.

Nearly all of the children in New York State
diagnosed with the illness have tested positive
for COVID-19 or for the antibodies, public
health officials have said.

Many municipalities in the area have already
canceled their summer camp programs out of
a high degree of caution or a potential lack of
access to a swimming pool or other facilities.

Another municipality that will be offering a
camp this summer is the Town of New Castle.
Supervisor Ivy Pool announced last week that

the start of the camp season will be delayed
until July 13. She said the town’s Recreation &
Parks Department will be figuring out what a
program could look like.

The decision on whether camps will open
is whether it makes sense financially for each
operation, Josey said. For example, if a camp
has access to 50 acres there will be a greater
likelihood of successful social distancing than
on a much smaller parcel.

“If somebody lives on camp and has no
mortgage on their buildings, on their property
they might be able to do that,” he said. “But if
you just purchased the camp and you don’t live
on camp — everyone is in a different situation.”
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Obituaries

Adam Livingstone

Adam Livingstone, a longtime
Pleasantville resident, passed away on
June 2 in Chatham, Mass. He was 91.

Livingstone was born on Aug. 17, 1928,
to Mary and Adam Livingstone, who had
emigrated from Scotland. He grew up
on an estate in Bedford Hills where his
parents were both employed. He had fond
memories of being driven to school by the
estate’s chauffeur with the other children
who lived there.

Livingstone attended Bedford Hills
High School where he was very involved
in student activities - senior class
president, basketball team and band. He
met his wife, Phyllis, after a basketball
game at Pleasantville High School and
they married in 1949.

He received both a bachelor’s and
master’s degree in education from NYU.
He served overseas in the Air Force
and was stationed in Newfoundland as
an air traffic control supervisor, 64th Air
Division, during the Korean War. Adam
was a history teacher at Mount Kisco
High School beginning in 1954, moving to
Fox Lane High School when it opened in
1957. He then completed the major part
of his career as a guidance counselor at
Yorktown High School, retiring in 1996.

Adam was a member of the Presbyterian
Church where he served as deacon, Sunday

school teacher and assistant scoutmaster.
He also belonged to the Moses Taylor Jr.
American Legion Post 136, holding the
offices of service officer and historian.

Livingstone loved traveling, especially
his many trips to Europe which he enjoyed
planning and mapping out in great detail.
His most cherished memories were with
his family, both in his beloved Pleasantville
and during long days at the beach in
Chatham. He was a history buff and
had a remarkable memory for all things
historical as well as sports trivia.

In Pleasantville, Adam enjoyed walking
downtown to the post office and puttering
around his yard. He was a kind, devoted
family man and was always interested in
what was happening with his family and
the lives of others.

Livingstone is survived by his son,
Christopher (Peggy), of New Milford,
Conn.; daughter Patricia O’Leary (John)
of Ipswich, Mass.; grandchildren Jennifer,
Kelly, Jack, Molly, Dylan and Sean;
and great-grandson Jackson S. He was
predeceased by his wife of 71 years,
Phyllis, and son Curtis Stephen.

A private funeral took place on June
5 at Beecher-Flooks Funeral Home in
Pleasantville followed by burial at Kensico
Cemetery.
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Hilde Elisabeth Hughes

Hilde Elisabeth Hughes, 86, passed away
on Thursday, May 14 in Brewster.

Hilde was born Jan. 24, 1934, in the
Rheinland-Pfalz region of Germany to
Karl and Klara Gries. Hilde married the
love of her life, Michael C. Hughes, on
Mar. 17, 1961, in West Germany. They
met at Landstuhl Regional Hospital in
Kaiserslautern, where Hilde worked as
a nurse. After Mike retired from the U.S.
Army, they settled in Brooklyn to raise
their family.

Hilde dedicated her life to serving her
family. She was an avid gardener, tending
to her beautiful flowers and vegetables.
She was an excellent baker known for her
cakes - tortes, apfel, plumb, crumb - and
extraordinary Christmas cookies, as well as
a talented chef and winning several recipe
contests, earning her the moniker the
“Martha Stewart of Brooklyn.”

She was always stylishly dressed with
perfectly coifed hair, polished nails and a
variety of seasonal hats and scarves. Hilde
was an avid music lover, with a fondness for
country music and Lawrence Welk. She was
also a terrific bowler and a proud Yankee
fan. She loved all animals, especially her
dogs Max, Fritz, Rex, Sandy, Suzy and Toby.

Hilde was also very devoted to her
Roman Catholic faith, a gift she bestowed
upon her grateful family.

She always had a smile and kind word to
share along with a piece of candy. She was
known affectionately by her friends and
staff at the nursing home as the “German
Princess.” She will be greatly missed by all
who knew and loved her.

Hilde is survived by her three beloved
children, Thomas, Michaela and Monika;
her sister, Monika; brother-in-law Mario;
sister-in-law Johanna; and three cherished
granddaughters, Kristin, Heidi and Bridget.

Eileen Brady

Eileen T. Brady, a Peekskill resident for
more than 30 years, died May 31. She was
87.

Brady was born in New York City on Feb.
22,1933, to Andrew McCarthy and Mary
Elizabeth (Conroy), the oldest of seven
children that included Andrew McCarthy
(Margaret), Veronica Tobin  (John),
Mary Sweeny (Tom), Denis McCarthy
(Maureen), Kathleen Taylor (John) and
Thomas McCarthy (Katie).

She was raised and taught in the Bronx
and accomplished her main goal of being
a devoted, caring wife and mother. Her
husband, Joe, predeceased her in 2013 after
58 years of marriage. Her son, Vincent,
and grandson Vincent also predeceased
her. She is survived by her loving children,
Joe (Ann), Jamie (Karen) and Jean; doting
granddaughters Kris Ann, Lauren, Caitlin
and Nikki Dee; sister-in-law Anne Martyn;
and many loving nieces and nephews.

A Mass will be offered at a later time.

Those wishing to honor Eileen may make
a donation to the This is Me Foundation,
1829 Maple Ave., Peekskill, N.Y. 10566 or

Hilde Elisabeth Hughes

Hilde was predeceased by her beloved
husband Michael in 2006, sister Franziska,
nephew Franzel and brother Benno.

A private service and blessing to celebrate
and honor Hilde's life was held on May 21 at
Calverton National Cemetery in Calverton,
N.Y. A memorial Mass to celebrate Hilde’s
life will be announced once we can gather
safely again.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Hilde’s
name can be made to Louie’s Legacy Animal
Rescue and the Alzheimer’s Association.

The family would like to thank everyone
for their understanding during this difficult
time.

Funeral arrangements were handled by
Cargain Funeral Homes, Inc. in Mahopac.
Cargain Funeral Homes, Inc. is deeply
committed to responsibly responding to the
health, well-being and needs of the families,
guests and communities we are privileged
to serve. Please take care of yourselves and
each other. Blessings.

Eileen Brady

the 69th Infantry Regimental Historical
Trust, 68 Lexington Ave., New York, N.Y.
10010.

The Bradys would like to thank all
our family and friends, especially our
“essential friends,” for their wonderful
support over the past few weeks.
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Towns Rush to Amend Regulations to Allow Outdoor Dining

By Martin Wilbur

Several local municipalities are working
with restaurant owners in their business
districts to ease restrictions on the
permitting process for outdoor seating as
the region enters the second phase of the
state’s reopening plan.

Last week the towns of North Caste
and New Castle took steps to establish
an expedited process while the Village
of Pleasantville and other communities
throughout the area are expected to discuss
the matter this week.

Food service establishments, closed
except for take-out and delivery service
since mid-March when the COVID-19
pandemic forced businesses to shutter,
were originally scheduled to reopen in
Phase 3, which wouldn’t start before June
23. However, early last week, Gov. Cuomo
amended that restriction, allowing for
socially distanced seating outside.

The region has entered Phase 2, effective
Tuesday, which includes the opening of
retail and professional offices with capacity
restrictions and guidelines for personal
protection equipment.

While towns and villages in the area
typically have a stringent approvals process
for outdoor dining, some have been lifted
or loosened to benefit the business owners
and also the residents, many of whom are
clamoring to get outside.

North Castle Supervisor Michael Schiliro

said the process of filling out the application
with the Building Department will remain
in place but it will be the building inspector
that will issue licenses for outdoor seating
rather than through a special permit from
the Town Board.

“What we're doing is helping our building
inspector facilitate as quickly as we can any
of these requests,” Schiliro said. “We’re not
saying that every restaurant may want to do
this, or every eatery, but this will hopefully
help them.”

In North Castle, the license will be valid
until Nov. 1 or when 100 percent capacity
is allowed inside restaurants by the state,
whichever comes first. Under the resolution
that was approved at a special meeting last
Saturday, tables and chairs must be at least
six feet apart, all employees must wear
masks at all times and patrons must wear
masks except when they are seated.

Tables and chairs are permitted on the
sidewalk in front of the establishment or
on the side or rear of the business, and
can be extended if allowed by the adjacent
property owners, said Director of Planning
Adam Kaufman.

If the restaurant has a parking lot, up to
50 percent of its off-street parking can be
used for seating as well, he said.

The furniture must be removable and not
cause a safety concern for pedestrians or
vehicular traffic.

In New Castle, the Town Board agreed
last week to amend its process for allowing

Cortlandt Announces Initiatives to
Assist Businesses With Reopening

By Rick Pezzullo

Cortlandt Supervisor Linda Puglisi and
the Town Board last week announced
various steps to help businesses reopen
after having been closed for nearly three
months due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

On Tuesday, the region is entering Phase
2 of the four-step reopening plan, which
allows all retail, with the exception of
indoor malls, and professional offices with
restrictions. Restaurants, which have been
limited to takeout and delivery service, may
have outdoor seating only.

“The Town of Cortlandt wants to provide
a smooth path for businesses to reopen
and assist them as they open their doors,”
Puglisi said.

While many stores, shops and offices are
poised to reopen, certain safety equipment
and crowd-control strategies will be needed
for social distancing. Recognizing those
circumstances, Cortlandt is proposing a
streamlined system to ease the permit
process for any renovations. The initiatives
include:

* While businesses will need a permit
to erect tents and barriers for outside
seating or waiting areas, requirements
are eased as no architectural plans need
to be submitted and all fees will be
waived.

e The Planning Board approval process
will be waived for any alterations to a
site, unless the business is new or its

use is being changed.

* Businesses seeking permits for COVID-
19-related alterations will be given
priority and the town’s staff will be
available for assistance.

“These steps are a continuation of the
town’s effort to assist our businesses during
the COVID pandemic,” Puglisi said.

Since March, the town’s website and
social media platforms have provided
businesses with more than 40 updates
regarding available state and federal aid and
operational guidelines.

It also launched an effort dubbed “It’s in
the Bag.” The program provided Cortlandt
restaurants that remained open for takeout
and delivery with “It’s in the Bag” signs
and listed them on the town’s website and
through social media.

Cortlandt is also seeking input from the
business community.

“This week a survey will be sent to
Cortlandt business owners and operators
with a series of questions about their current
status and future plans,” Puglisi explained.
“The most important aspect of the survey
though is finding out what the town can do to
facilitate the reopening of those businesses
that have been closed during the ‘pause’ due
to COVID-19.”

“Our local businesses are the backbone
of our economy and community and they
deserve our help,” added Puglisi, concluding
that “we are in this together, and together
we will emerge even stronger.”

BRIDGET BONANNI PHOTO

One of the public spaces in downtown
Chappaqua where New Castle officials are
prepared to issue permits to local restaurant and
business owners to conduct commerce outside
as the region gradually reopens.

outdoor dining, however, made a distinction
between public and private property.

The board approved a resolution last
Tuesday suspending current zoning to
allow business owners to apply for the
use of public spaces or private property.
Food establishments along with retail, gym
operations and personal care services are
the types of businesses that can seek the
outdoor space, said Town Attorney Nicholas
Ward-Willis.

For requests to use public property, the
town can issue permits administratively
without delay. Town Administrator Jill

Shapiro has been authorized to create an
application form that business owners
could submit to Building Inspector
Thomas DePole for consideration. Shapiro
would issue permits based on DePole’s
recommendation.

For private property, the town is holding
a public hearing on June 16 to discuss a
needed revision in local law to allow for
outdoor commerce. The expectation is that
the hearing will be opened and closed with
the board taking a vote that same evening.

The law would be in effect until Nov.
15 to try to capture the remainder of the
outdoor season.

“The intent here is to make this as
user-friendly as possible recognizing
the temporary use until the end of the
year,” Ward-Willis said. “We don’t want
it to be unduly burdensome both on the
administrative side as well as the cost and
expense to comply with the law.”

All business owners must comply
with safety guidelines, including social
distancing and the use of masks.

Supervisor Ivy Pool said the town wants
to do everything it can to help merchants
and restaurant owners survive the
pandemic and the significant disruptions it
has caused.

“I think it’s a win for our business
community and I also think it’s a win for the
community at large when we think about
the overall safety of the community,” Pool
said.

Detailed Guidelines for Businesses,
Offices to Follow in Phase 2

By Martin Wilbur

On Tuesday, the Mid-Hudson region
advances to a Phase 2 reopening, which
includes nearly all retail and office spaces,
including real estate and professional
offices, with extensive restrictions.

Wearing a face covering is mandatory
and keeping employees socially distanced
is required as well. There is an extensive
list that businesses in office settings and
in retail have to follow, including special
guidelines for barbershops and hair salons.

“There’s specific guidelines on how
to reopen in Phase 2,” said Gov. Andrew
Cuomo. “It’s not just open the doors and
everyone has a party.”

Under the state’s guidelines for office
buildings, there is a maximum 50 percent
occupancy; daily mandatory  health
screenings of all employees, including
a health questionnaire and temperature
checks; Plexiglas or other barriers if six-
foot separation for employees cannot
be maintained; the posting of signage
and distance markers; limited in-person
meetings and no congregations in
small areas; no meetings without social
distancing; and no communal sharing of
food and beverages.

Stores and all retail outfits must also
abide by the 50 percent occupancy rule,
social distancing, mandatory face masks

for employees and the posting of signage,
including distance markers, according to
the guidelines. Merchants also have the
right to refuse service to any customer
who arrives at an establishment without
covering their face.

The only location where retail stores
are not permitted to operate are within
enclosed shopping malls unless there is an
exterior entrance and exit for that store.
However, curbside pickup can continue to
be used for all other stores in a mall.

The state also has developed specific
guidelines for barbershops and hair salons.
At these establishments, only hair cutting,
coloring and styling can be provided, not
manicures, pedicures, facials or other
services.

Hairstylists are required to be tested
for COVID-19 every two weeks and are
urged to take a test before they return to
work, the guidelines state. The state also
recommends that customers ask their
haircutter whether they have been tested.

Service will be by appointment only.
Establishments are required to maintain
a log of all patrons who have entered the
premises in case of a positive test result.
That will enable the region’s contact
tracers to reach out to everyone who may
have been exposed.

Face coverings and the 50 percent
maximum occupancy are also mandatory.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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Letters to the Editor

Abinanti the Clear Choice for a Sixth Term in the Assembly

With the June 23 Democratic primary
fast approaching, I recently re-ceived my
absentee ballot like everyone else, and
was about to record my sixth consecutive
vote for Assemblyman Tom Abinanti when
I dis-covered that, for the first time in
years, he has a primary opponent.

Instead of automatically voting again for
Tom, I decided to step back, dig a bit into
his experience in public service, research
his opponent —

Jennifer Williams — and make a more-
reasoned decision.

What an eye-opener!

Tom already has 10 years of experience in
the Assembly, authoring and advocating for
hundreds of bills on a wide range of issues:
public health, gun safety, immigration
reform, penal reform, protecting women’s
rights,  environmental issues and
advocating for people with special needs.
Most recently, he has drafted New York’s
new 3-D Printed-Gun Ban and supported

the Red Flag law, the bump-stock ban, and
the mu-nicipal gun buyback program. He’s
also a strong advocate for the land-mark
NY SAFE Act, and Tom is currently the
chair of the Assembly Banking Committee
— especially critical in the face of state and
local economic disruption.

Over the years, Tom has earned the
respect of his Assembly colleagues,
his state Senate counterparts and the
governor’s office. He is considered one
of the best-informed, progressive and
effective voices in the cham-ber.

Prior to his election to the Assembly,
Tom served as majority leader of the
Westchester Board of Legislators three
times and also served on numerous
committees.

At every level, Tom has forged
close working relationships with the
town supervisors, village mayors and
councilmembers throughout the 92nd
Assembly District.

Tom’s staff in the Greenburgh office
handles an average of 500 requests a day
from constituents, which frankly amazed
me.

As for Williams, she’s virtually a blank
slate. No legislative experience at any
level. No history of engagement with
the Democratic Party in ei-ther Mount
Pleasant or Greenburgh and no evidence
of leadership in community organizations.
Disbelieving, I tried to dig deeper.
Nothing. And no history of a passion for
government service, puzzling in itself for
a person running for public office.

So sorry, Jennifer, there’s no question
which of you I'd like to represent me in
Albany for at least the next two years.

John Fisher
Pleasantville

Burdick’s Experience, Record Makes Him Best Candidate for 93rd District

In anticipation of the primary election
on June 23, campaign signs are popping
up everywhere. Lots of candidates are
running - lots of confusion — all during a
pandemic.

To make matters worse, the primary
this year is critically important since the
winners of the Democratic primary for
Congress and state Assembly are expected
to win the general election on Nov. 3. In
other words, the primary is the election
that matters most for these races. Now is
the time to learn about the candidates.

The five candidates running in the
Democratic primary for the 93rd Assembly
District are Chris Burdick, Alexander
Roithmayr, Kristen Browde, Jeremiah
Frei-Pearson and Mark Jaffe. This seat
currently is held by David Buchwald. I am
proud to endorse Chris Burdick.

In my six years as New Castle town
supervisor, I was always very impressed
with Chris. He has been the Bedford town
supervisor since 2014, and is the only

candidate in this race to hold elected office.
Since taking office, Chris has developed a
real record of accomplishment in Bedford:
reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 44
percent; breaking ground on a major sewer
project 100 years in the making; building
affordable housing in a timeframe no one
thought possible; and adopting one of the
strongest immigrant protection policies
in the county. Most recently, along with
Mount Kisco Mayor Gina Picinich, Chris
set up the only drive-through COVID-19
testing facility in northern Westchester.
What impressed me most was his
effectiveness as a leader in many regional
organizations, such as the Westchester
Putnam Association of Town Supervisors,
the Westchester Municipal Officials
Association, the East of Hudson Watershed
Corporation and Sustainable Westchester.
His experience and knowledge were
always apparent, and his voice respected
not only by those at the local level, but
at the county and state levels as well. I

believe Chris has the vision, experience,
temperament and integrity to be an
effective member of the Assembly, and I
have no doubt he will be a strong advocate
for the residents of New Castle.

But don’t just take my word for it.
Among those who have also endorsed
Chris is our own state Sen. Pete
Harckham, Westchester County Legislator
Kitley Covill, Pound Ridge Supervisor
Kevin Hansan, Lewisboro Supervisor
Peter Parsons, North Castle Supervisor
Michael Schiliro and Picinich. He is also
endorsed by the Democratic parties of
Bedford, Mount Kisco and North Castle,
as well as Moms Demand Action, the New
York League of Conservation Voters and
the Working Families and Independence
parties.

Rob Greenstein
Former New Castle Town Supervisor

Independent Local Small Businesses Matter, Now More than Ever

The  Yorktown  Small Business
Association (YSBA) has been advocating,
advising and mentoring independent local
small businesses since we opened our
doors in January 2014. Our presentation to
the Town Board that year included quotes
and statements emphasizing the significant
contributions of our independent local
small businesses. “Make every day a small
business day,” “Be vocal, buy local” and
“Shop Local” were quotes included with
the presentation.

Now, more than ever, our independent
local small businesses need your support.
Please take the time to seek opportunities
to patronize them. They have and continue
to give back to the community they do
business in where many of them live, work
and play. Recent reports from the Institute

for Local Self-Reliance indicated that of
every $100 spent in a local business, $68
stays in the local economy.

Much less of the money you spend at
big-box, national and regional chains and
with e-commerce sites stays in the local
economy. Our independent local small
businesses support all aspects of our
community from sports clubs, scouts,
Lions, Rotary, Elks, American Legion,
VFW, fire departments, police as well as
many of our nonprofits and community
service organizations. Most often they live
here, their children go to school here and
they pay taxes here.

The Small Business Administration
recently reported that there are 30
million small businesses in the country.
Westchester County recently posted

a chart that indicated of the 31,733
businesses in the county, 25,411 have less
than 10 employees.

Most all your needs can be filled by an
independent local small business in our
community. Please shop our town’s five
business hamlets (Crompond, Jefferson
Valley, Mohegan Lake, Shrub Oak and
Yorktown Heights) now and in the future.
Independent local small businesses are the
heart and soul of our community. They are
the economic backbone of our town. They
need and deserve your full support now,
during these trying times.

Bob Giordano
Founder and President
Yorktown Small Business Association
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Guest Column

There Should Be Limits to Yorktown’s Proposed Battery Storage Facilities Law

By Susan Siegel

Do industrial facilities belong in residential
neighborhoods? Your neighborhood?

That’s the question that will be before the
Yorktown Town Board at a public hearing on
June 16.

The issue: A proposed amendment to the
zoning code that would allow battery storage
facilities in any zoning district, residential or
commercial, on parcels at least 30,000 square
feet with a special use permit issued by the
Planning Board.

Battery storage facilities make sense. They
can play a critical role in enabling New York
to meet its ambitious energy goals. Instead
of building new power plants to address
peak demand, storage facilities take surplus
electricity from the grid when demand is low
and return the electricity to the grid at times of
peak demand. Yorktown should permit them.

But where? In what zones? With what
restrictions and conditions? Subject to which
board’s approval?

As residents, property owners and
concerned citizens, it may look like we're
faced with conflicting goals: supporting a

smart energy policy or protecting our property
values and quality of life. But the two goals
don’t have to be in conflict. It’s possible to
accomplish both — if our Town Board is open-
minded and willing to explore and compare
alternative zoning approaches for permitting
battery storage facilities. To date, the board
has only considered the single approach that’s
been handed to it.

Battery storage facilities, powered by
lithium batteries, vary in size and design but
often look like rows of tractor-trailer storage
containers.

Just as no two battery storage facilities
are alike, no two undeveloped residentially
zoned parcels are similar in size, location,
proximity to other homes and the general
character of the neighborhood. That’s why the
decision to radically alter the use of a parcel
from residential to industrial should be made
on a case-by-case basis through the rezoning
process.

But the proposed law would permit battery
storage facilities on ANY parcel above a certain
size, regardless of its location or the character
of the surrounding neighborhood. And the only
limitations on the facility would be what’s in

Letters to the Editor
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the law. Those provisions may not provide
sufficient protection for the neighborhood.
Your neighborhood.

The same concern over allowing an
industrial use in residential neighborhoods
without rezoning the property was brought to
the board’s attention last year when an initial
draft of a solar law was the subject of a public
hearing. At the time, residents supported
the concept of solar farms, but expressed
concern about allowing them in any residential
neighborhood.

During the hearing, the board was asked
to consider a case-hy-case rezoning approach
and three possible rezoning options were
suggested. But the alternative options
were never considered. There was never a
discussion of the comparative advantages and
disadvantages of case-by-case rezoning versus

the “any parcel” approach.

If you have questions or concerns about
the proposed battery storage law you need to
speak up at the June 16 hearing. Because the
hearing will be held under Zoom procedures,
you'll have to register in advance with the
Town Clerk at dquast@yorktownny.org,
notifying her of your desire to speak during
the hearing; when the hearing begins, you'll be
unmuted.

Alternately, you can share your questions
and/or concerns with members of the Town
Board via e-mail. See the town’s website for
their e-mail addresses.

Which approach makes sense to you? Is the
proposed law the only way to permit battery
storage facilities in Yorktown? The hearing
is your opportunity to let the board know
what you think. What do you want for your
community? Your neighborhood? If they've
considered any of the other approaches. If not,
why not? And if they did, what’s their rationale
for choosing the any parcel approach over
rezoning?

Yorktown resident Susan Siegel is a former
town supervisor.

Schleifer Would Be Strongest Candidate to Take on Bigotry, Anti-Semitism

In the world, in the nation, in New York
and in our district, living in fear of an
anti-Semitic attack has become the norm
for Jewish people. And as a Jewish teen,
I worry about anti-Semitism. That’s why
I strongly believe the 17th Congressional
District needs a leader who will not only
take a stand against hatred but will also
ensure the passing of legislation to keep
the district’s Jewish community safe.

Congressional candidate Adam Schleifer
recognizes the fact that overt prejudice in
leadership emboldens people to act on their
hatred. To combat the growing presence
of hatred, Adam supports strengthening
the enforcement of federal hate crime
legislation, collaborating with state and

local officials, as well as increasing federal
funding for security measures in public
and religious spaces.

As a young Jew in New York, I know
that it’s easy to become disillusioned
when anti-Semitic incidents fill the news.
I remember sitting at a family gathering
last December, right after a rabbi’s home
during Hanukkah was invaded by an anti-
Semitic attacker in Monsey. The attack
seemed to be the only thing on mine and
my relative’s minds. Despite the presence
of hatred, however, I believe it is important
to stay hopeful. I am hopeful that Adam’s
plan to fight hate crimes will be effective
and help District 17’s people stay safe.

Due to many of Adam’s policies, but

Farkas Has the Attributes Needed to Step into

We're in the home stretch now in the
race for the coveted 17th Congressional
District seat held for so many years by
a champion of progressive values, Nita
Lowey.

I had the privilege of spending some
time speaking to Nita on a few notable
occasions: at a demonstration for
immigrant rights in the rain in Ossining, at
her White Plains office as a representative
of CCoHope Indivisible and at a victory
party for then newly-elected County
Executive George Latimer at a private
home reception in Croton-on-Hudson.
From those conversations I learned a lot.

So with Nita’s impending retirement, I
set about trying to determine who, in this
election, might be the one candidate to
best acquit themselves in advancing those
same values...the one person exhibiting a
steely resolve to fight against the lies and
deceit of the current administration and its
supporters in Congress.

Most importantly, I was seeking
the candidate who had the legislative
experience at multiple layers of
government enabling them to step into
that seat on Day One and continue Nita's
work without missing a beat.

After attending no less than eight

especially his stance on fighting hatred,
I am proud to support Adam Schleifer
for Congress. Adam’s hate crime policies
will help to ensure that anti-Semitic
vandalism and anti-Semitic threats sent to
citizens are no longer realities in the 17th
Congressional District.

It’s time to address the growing
threat of hatred in the world, and in
our communities. District 17 needs
strong, organized, inclusive and dignified
leadership to combat hatred. I am proud to
support Adam Schleifer for Congress.

Ariel Sheinberg
Pleasantville

Rep. Lowey’s Shoes

candidate speaking events and personally
engaging many of the speakers thereafter,
I concluded that Evelyn Farkas met that
criteria with both the personality and
intelligence to make a difference. If you
watched any of her Zoom events, I think
you'll agree.

May I ask that you join me in supporting
Evelyn Farkas for Congress in the 17th
Congressional District. She won’t let you
down.

Jay Forbes
Peekskill

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Buchwald Has All the
Qualities to Effectively

Serve in Congress

Are you like I was politically? Tired of the
partisanship, the unacceptable bad behavior,
the belief that all politicians are corrupt?

Then I met David Buchwald. I was very
impressed but expected that would change.
After all, he is a politician.

What a surprise — nothing has changed in
my opinion. David blends his understanding
of how politics works with his representation
of his constituents. He is not afraid of
controversy. He brings people together. Look
at the legislation David has written, the bills
he has sponsored, the stands he takes.

A Harvard law degree and masters of public
policy give David the foundation to understand
the complex, challenging public issues. As a
tax attorney he is uniquely qualified as New
Yorkers have been so negatively impacted by
the federal tax changes.

David works with equally qualified
professionals to craft bipartisan legislation. He
does not over-promise. He understands that
change takes time and leadership. He pays
attention to both large and small issues, not
jut to the ones that garner positive press. Call
his district office and you will be helped.

There are a large number of people running
for Nita Lowey’s seat. David does not need to
come up to speed; he is already ahead having
interned for and worked with Lowey. He can
immediately continue her legacy.

David will get the job done in a way we
can be proud of. Please listen to him, watch
his actions, and most importantly, please vote
for him to represent the 17th Congressional
District. You will not be disappointed.

Gail Jasne
White Plains
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Obituary

Calvin Thompson

Calvin Thompson of Mount Kisco passed
away peacefully at home surrounded by
family on Memorial Day, May 25. He was 95.

Thompson was born in Norwalk, Conn. to
the late Charles L. Thompson and Dorothy
Estelle Ashe on June 11, 1924. Raised in
Mount Pleasant S.C., Fredericksburg, Va.
and St. Petershurg, Fla., he was a member of
the first class at Moultrie High on Sullivan’s
Island, S.C. His family had strong ties to
the Charleston community that continued
through Calvin’s life. He later graduated
with a degree in mechanical engineering
from Columbia University in New York.

As war broke out across Europe,
Thompson enlisted in the U.S. Army and
served as an officer in the European Theater,
stationed in Normandy during World War II.
A Francophile since that time, he formed
many friendships in France that would
remain lifelong. He was a humble, but proud
veteran who wore his uniform as recently
as just a few years ago for a Veterans Day
celebration in remembrance of veterans of
World War II.

Calvin married Patricia Beach of West
Hartford, Conn. in July 1959 and they
enjoyed over 60 years of adventure together,
including sojourns in France, family holidays
at their home in St. Thomas, treks in the
Himalayas and visits to many remote

A Insite
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Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home
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corners of the world.

Thompson was a pioneering businessman
by day, but by night he was amagician, sculptor,
artist, chef, tennis player, winemaker,
legendary raconteur and countless other
things. He was a 20th century renaissance
man - rarely seen without a bowtie, even
while gardening — with a keen wit and wry
sense of humor. Also, rarely without his
sketchpad when traveling, he drew and gave
away thousands of whimsical caricatures of
children. No doubt, many remain treasured
possessions.

Surviving Calvin are his wife Patricia;
children Melissa T. Fischer, Jennifer A.
Thompson, C. Alexis B. Thompson and
Thaddeus A. G. Thompson; son-in-law
and daughters-in-law Stephen E. Fischer,
Carmelina R. Thompson and Lucia B.
Thompson; grandchildren ~ Nathaniel,
Jonathan, Arielle, Justin, Oliver and Felix;
and nine great-grandchildren. He was
predeceased by his daughter, Megan Ariel,
as well as his five brothers and one sister.

Thompson was laid to rest in Bedford
following a family service at St. Matthew’s
Episcopal Church. There will be a memorial
service celebrating Calvin’s life at a later
date.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a

Calvin Thompson

contribution in Calvin’s name to the Italian
American Club of Northern Westchester.
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By Rick Pezzullo

At least 150 residents gathered at Louis
Engel Waterfront Park in Ossining June 4
to listen to a frank discussion on racism in
society.

The free-flowing forum was the third
call for action in the community in recent
months and the first of several that took
place last week in the village in reaction
to the May 25 death of George Floyd
at the hands of a white police officer in
Minneapolis.

“We're trying to create a world so you
don’t have to fear that anyone in your
family will be negatively affected,” said
Jalay Knowles, organizer of the event, who
mentioned his first experience with racism
occurred in school when he felt singled out
by a teacher. “We need to be open-minded
as people. We need to see all different
perspectives. We need to have empathy.”

Kelly Lavelle, 40, remarked the injustices
that continue to happen nationwide
because of the color of someone’s skin are
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A+ Rating

At Franzoso Contracting we’re committed to
earning your 5-star rating & trust through quality
products and superior workmanship, backed by our
exclusive Lifetime Workmanship Warranty.

“unbearable.”

“Everyone can say all lives matter.
That’s not the point,” she said. “It’s not a
win that those people (four police officers
in Minneapolis) were charged. We need to
love each other and respect each other.”

The actions of some police officers
were targeted by several speakers,
including Stephen Ferrari, who unleashed a
sometimes profanity-laced tirade on police
while directly speaking to Ossining Police
Chief Kevin Sylvester, who was standing
nearby at the edge of the stage.

“How do you stop racism? You start with
the cops,” Ferrari asserted. “There are no
good cops. They’re hypocrites. There’s no
thin blue line. You guys (cops) disgust me.”

Another speaker, who only identified
himself as John, agreed police reform was
necessary.

“It’s not fair that black children have
to be taught how they have to act with a
police officer. It makes kids grow up faster
than they have to,” he said. “It’s over 400
years of oppression. That’s a lot. We need
to treat people like human beings.”

Tiffany Thomas, a 1993 Ossining High
School graduate, appeared on stage with
her four-year-old daughter.

“Racism is taught. My daughter plays
with anybody because she likes to play.
She doesn’t see skin color,” Thomas said.
“Racism starts in the home. Start telling
your children all people are alike. When we
bleed, we all bleed red.”

County Legislator Catherine Borgia
(D-Ossining) urged everyone to stand up

Despite current conditions, now is a great time
to move forward with your project.
Through technology we can provide an accurate
estimate for most projects, and deliver a
personalized, virtual presentation, answering all
your questions from the comfort & safety
of your home.

Emergency or Spring project
Call to schedule your FREE Consultation.

caLL 914-211-4912
www.Franzoso.com

@®
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Westchester County Legislator Catherine Borgia, on stage, speaks to crowd at Louis Engel Waterfront

Park in Ossining last week.

against racism and have the courage to
speak to friends and loved ones.

“It’s really astonishing that we’re still in
this place still talking about these issues,”
she said. “We have known about these
issues for a long time. All of us benefit
from institutionalized racism. It’s all of our
responsibility. We need everyone’s talent.

Preo

No Payments/12 Months

Ask About our Friends & Family Discounts

40 Veard in Budiness!

FRANZOSO

CONTRACTING

Roofing ~ Siding ~ Windows ~ Doors

We need everyone’s passion.”

Knowles implored the crowd to take out
any frustration and anger they have when
they visit the polls in November.

“Please vote,” he said. “Educate. Listen.
Advocate. Part of change is continuing the
conversation.”

Celebrating
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No. Castle Approves Firm to Increase Sewage Plant Flow Without Expansion

By Martin Wilbur

The Town of North Castle has found a way
to accommodate sewage flow for additional
downtown development without investing
in a multimillion-dollar expansion project for
the Sewer District #2 wastewater treatment
plant.

At its last regular meeting, the Town
Board approved a resolution retaining the
firm Environmental Design & Research
(EDR) to design a treatment enhancement
system that would make the plant more
efficient without increasing its current
500,000-gallon-a-day capacity.

Sal Misiti, the town’s director of water and
sewer, said EDR scored the highest of seven
firms based on highly innovative concepts to

make the plant operate more efficiently. The
company also had the lowest bid at $249,300.

“Based upon the proposal received and
the scoring analysis I performed, it’s evident
that EDR is the successful consultant,”
Misiti said. “They have some design
concepts that are unique and if we pursue
their recommendation their fee will be
lowered.”

He said EDR’s concept is to build an
all-inclusive prefabricated structure that
is procured separately from the general
contractor. Westchester County has used
EDR successfully in the past with a similar
design from one of its facilities, Misiti added.

The concept could potentially reduce flow
into the plant by as much as 30 percent,
placing the plant well under its capacity

even with proposed development within
Sewer District #2, which covers the area in
and around downtown Armonk.

Supervisor Michael Schiliro said that early
estimates for the work have been pegged
at $1 million to $2 million, a fraction of the
$12 to $15 million projections to expand the
plant from its current 500,000 gallons a day
to 700,000 gallons.

“It’s a better way to approach it and it took
a lot of brain power amongst everybody, with
Sal helping us to figure out a smarter way
to do this and be more efficient, and this is a
good path and a good process,” Schiliro said.

In 2009, the town increased the Sewer
District #2 wastewater treatment plant from
450,000 to 500,000 gallons a day. However,
with several significant development

proposals within the district, including
Mariani Gardens, Eagle Ridge and the
approved but stalled project at the old
lumberyard, capacity was quickly running
short.

The plant had had a previous expansion
from 350,000 to 450,000 gallons a day.

The proposal also received praise from
Town Administrator Kevin Hay, who said he
liked the idea that a prefabricated structure
is built in a controlled setting and tested
before it is constructed on site.

“I thought it was a very interesting idea
and concept,” said Hay, who along with
Misiti interviewed the contending firms. “I
thought it would probably work well for us.”

RF Joyce, CPA

Certified Public Accountant
Financial Planner

Personal Taxes » Business Taxes
Estates « Trusts » Bookkeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285

robert.joyce@

oycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street « Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Elective surgeries and
procedures will resume
in Westchester

roliIow

s

C N
D; EE:I Ix|:'-/| DU
|_'-.' . '_I.J'I ' .
x_q"-_-"_-'l1_|k_|:l,_ =

Find us on

search for

Facebook BT
914-864-0878

advertising@theexaminernews.com - www.theexaminernews.com

As Coronavirus admissions decrease and discharges increase,
we welcome this news and have begun to schedule all
postponed and new procedures. Our mission at Phelps has
always been to provide the highest quality, comprehensive

care in a safe environment.

e understand that you m%}l/
ce

have concerns about coming to a hospital or doctor’s o
to receive care, but please do not ignore medical concerns.
Delaying care can have a negative outcome.

Visit our website to learn more about the steps we're taking
to ensure your health and safety at this time, and to request
an appointment: phelps.northwell.edu

N

Addd 4
A4 44

A
“Phelps Hospital

Northwell Health*




www.TheExaminerNews.com

June 9 - June 15, 2020 15

Snapshots From a Week of Protests, Vlglls, Rallles and Calls for Reform

The killing of George Floyd at the hands
of Minneapolis police officers has struck
a nerve that hasn’t been seen for decades
throughout the United States. The reaction
has been similar in Westchester and
Putnam counties. From White Plains to
Brewster, Pleasantville to Peekskill, people
of all backgrounds
hit the streets to
amplify the calls
for major reforms
and to express
their anger and
revulsion at
Floyd’s death and
the many people
of color who have
been killed over
: the years by law

i enforcement.

‘Welcome 73ack’ ‘We are ‘Open.__

& | Hair Care| | 510 OFF
é[ on Sate! || COLOR

on Sale! |
With this ad %3 '

Irene’s Hair Salon

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 9:30-6, i 914-495-3010
9:30-7, Saturday 9-5, 16 Marble Avenue,

Closed Sunday & Monday Pleasantville, NY

It’s our policy to treat you like family

Auto | Home | Business | Life

Thank You To All Our
First Responders

(914) 631-7628
service@reyinsurance.com
www.reyinsurance.com

Insurance

) Golden Viinﬂ

372 Downing Drive « Yorktown Heights, NY
914-302-7800
WE ARE OPEN!

Please be courteous of our employees and patients —
everyone must wear a mask!

Support your Local Businesses!

20% OFF
Adult

Glasses

Valid now through July 1st, 2020. Discount

is for a complete set (frames and lenses) and

is not valid with insurance plans. Cannot be
combined with any other offer.

30% OFF
Children’s
Glasses

Valid now through July 1st, 2020 for children 14 and|
under. Discount is for a complete set (frames and
lenses) and is not valid with insurance plans.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Kl EERNSE G SK GRS S




16

June 9 - June 15, 2020

We Are Open And Serwng The Community!

LIGHTING SHOWROOM
29% DISPLAYS AND STOCK

&-v >
Mid-County
LIGHTING SHOWROOM
ELECTRICALSUPPLIES

240 Rte 6, Mahopac, New York 10541
845-628-9106
shop@midcountylighting.com

Shop at home on www.midcountylighting.com

SINCE 1975
&z THE ORIGINAL

SEWER & DRAIN SERVICE .,

INC.

Sewer & Drains

Electrically Cleaned
bathtubs - sewers - toilets
basements - sinks ¢ pools

Ask About Our
Conditional Guarantee

Servicing Putnam and Westchester
County, New York, as well as Litchfield
and Fairfield Connecticut since 1975.

Over 40 years experience with
residential, commercial
and industrial service.

Than k You To TV Sewer & Pipeline
(o wr (FU'M RESIDENTIAL Inspection Camera
2 High Pressure Sewer Jets
fﬁedp(mde”‘ COMMERCIAL Pressure Cleans Pipe
P § 3"t08” &4”to 16”
' I“DUSTRIAL in Diameter & Up

(2000 & 3000 PSI)
www.electricsnakeanddrainny.com

845-279-7315

1-800-479-7625

Tho Wait 1 0“"’“

'““-" : ' g
The staff at Fred’s Hair Salon is
happy to welcome back
our friends and neighbors.
We are ready to tackle the
“hairy-est” of jobs!

Fred’s Hair Salon practices
social distancing and follows
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FINANCIAL GROUP, LTD

ACCOUNTING - TAXEs - FINANCIAL SERVICES

Schneider Financial is open to be a
resource for our community. We are
here to help with your questions
regarding individual, business and
financial changes and needs.

824 Route 6

Mahopac
info@sfgtaxes.com
Phone: (845) 628-5400

www.sfgtaxes.com

Securities offered through Cantella & Co., Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Cantella
and Co., Inc. does not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. This material has
been prepared for informational purposes only, and is not intended to provide, and
should not be relied on for tax, legal or accounting advice. You should consult your
own tax, legal or accounting advisors before engaging in any transaction.

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED  REPAIRED - CLEANED

We Are Ww T Stay
ince %’

"""*-'” EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS |

www.tyndallseptic.com

Family Owned and Operated
“Our Reputation Is Our Greatest Asset”
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

(845) 279-8809

Quality & Service

Lic: #93

= CURTAIN DRAINS

* WATERLINES

* LAND DRAINAGE

* SITEWORK

= UNDER ROAD BORING

* SEWER HOOKUPS
* RESIDENTIAL
« COMMERCIAL
= RADIO DETECTION SERVICES

Insuring New York and Connecticut
businesses and families for more
than 30 years.

845.278.7070

T/Iﬂﬂk‘ V Service@feehaninsurance.com
FE EHAN OUIL Fm Feehanlnsurance.com
INSURAMNCE AGENCY pedp'o 5

350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509
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In spring, my thoughts turn to
the joy of planting, along with the
chore of the necessary weeding
which accompanies it.

But it’s been five years since
I've planted or pulled a weed
because I've been living in a
wonderful condominium, which
doesn’t afford me a garden.

Do I miss weeding? Don’t think
I'm crazy, but yes, I do. I actually
enjoyed weeding.

It would never fail. I'll be in a
rush to meet a client, dashing to
my garage across my parking area,
covered with crushed bluestone
and I'll spy a tiny fleck of green
peeking through the gravel.
Another weed. I must stop to pull
it out.

When I bent over, I might drop my car
keys, my glasses might fall out of my breast
pocket and, if the weed is deep-routed,
like a dandelion, my hands would get dirty,
requiring that I return to the house to wash
them after the deed was done.

Or I might be coming home very late,
dead tired, and I would notice that, almost
like spontaneous combustion, that nasty
grout weed had all but consumed a clump
of perennial geraniums. It would be getting
dark but there I was, stooped over again,
releasing those delicate flowers from the
clutches of that hostile invader.

Worse yet, we might be entertaining
guests on our patio and, in my peripheral
vision, I would detect another unwelcome

By Bill Primavera

visitor in a nearby flower bed.
Nonchalantly, I'd push myself
out of my glider, perhaps in the
middle of a sentence, and conduct
an enemy attack without missing
a beat. Annoyed, my wife would
later tell me that I must not have
been giving full attention to our
guests.

Yes, I confess.
compulsive weeder.

When I first discovered the joys
of gardening as a youngster, it
was all about planting annuals and
seeing quick results. But by the
time I was in high school, perhaps
in dealing with my impetuous
nature, I found that I equally
enjoyed pulling weeds to help
ease those first bouts of post-adolescent
anxiety.

My weeding addiction became full blown
as an adult when I moved to Westchester
from the city and my responsibilities were
upgraded from a small square patch of earth
in front of my house, where a sickly gingko
tree sprang from the concrete sidewalk, to
a verdant one-and-a-half acres of lawn and
garden.

At the same time, I had started a new
job and commuted a long distance every
weekday to report to a boss who was the Mr.
Hyde personality of all time. My weeding
activity was especially intense during that
period. Every time I yanked a weed, it was
as though I was vicariously yanking his head
bald, even though he was already bald.

I was a

Experience. Vision. Tenacity.

Creative solutions to challenging issues

BEDFORD TOWN SUPERVISOR

CHRIS BURDICK

ror STATE ASSEMBLY Jire2

Fighting for what is right for New York

Rather than considering weeding a chore
or even therapy, it can be approached as an
art, complete with its own techniques and
disciplines, as I first learned many decades
ago when I read a joyous book called “The
No-Work Garden” by Ruth Stout, sister of
the detective fiction writer Rex Stout.

Recently, I was reminded of the healing
art of weeding when I discovered that the
“Chicken Soup for the Soul” series features
an edition “For the Gardener’s Soul” by
Marion Owen. In her blog at www.plantea.
com, Owen says that weeding can be a
pleasant “zen-like” experience. I agree.

She also writes that regular weeding in
the garden is like regular vacuuming in the
home. We probably don’t like either chore,
but it’s essential to a successful garden, as
to a clean home.

Considering that a single weed can
produce as many as 250,000 seeds, and that
those seeds arrive through a multilevel
attack from the air, rain runoff and bird

Confessions of a Compulsive Weeder

droppings, weeding would seem to be a
losing battle. But there are preventative
measures that can help diminish the occasion
of weeds sprouting.

Just keep up with the following:

1) Uproot the offenders and place them in
the compost pile before they go to seed.

2) Mulch, mulch, mulch. A three- to four-
inch layer of mulch applied between plants
or garden rows can slow down or in many
cases prevent the re-growth of weeds.

3) In the spring, after preparing the soil
for planting, let it set for seven to 10 days.
Then work the surface of the soil with a hoe.
This will slice off the newly emerged weed
seedlings. If you have time before planting,
let the soil rest another week or so and hoe
again.

4) Cover the soil for a short while with
black plastic, but don’t leave it on for more
than a couple of months, because the soil
needs air and water to remain healthy.

5) Use those vertical barriers, such as
wood, metal or heavy plastic edging to
prevent grass and weeds from encroaching
from lawn to garden.

And, be mindful of what William
Shakespeare wrote: “Sweet flowers are slow
and weeds make haste.”

Bill Primavera, while a writer and editor, is
also a realtor associated with William Raveis
Real Estate and founder of Primavera Public
Relations, Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His
real estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com. To engage the talents and services of The
Home Guru to market your home for sale, call
914-522-2076.
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We are OFFICIALLY
REOPEN for BUSINESS!
Please contact us for your
FREE ESTIMATE! Our staff
recognizes your health and
safety comes first, and we
will continue to adhere to

L}

\  Also for our Front Line Heroes:

Buy 5 Windows and Get One FREE
Applies to new contracts only. Expiration 6/30/20

We are your Home Improvement Specialists.

all safety guidelines.

ONE

FINANCING
OPTIONSFROM s

GreenSky

IRACLE

\MPHOVEMEN
NO$DOWN

ON Jogs UNDER 520000

Thante Vou, To Al Owre Front Line Herves

Miracle Home is Offering our
Heroes a $500.00 Discount _.

On all Full Siding jobs;
1600 square feet and over.

WC. Lic #10415H99

PC Lic. #1817

YNK 307

P H-12519-07-23-00
\)

[ Masiéi Elile

AENHEN SV WM LE GO,

2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 914.271.9119
Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners

ROOFING *« WINDOWS < SIDING ¢ DOORS ¢ SKYLIGHTS

DECKS  SEAMLESS GUTTERS ¢ LEADERS ¢ REPAIRS

Family Run. Owner Supervision on All Jobs.
Exceptional Quality and Service at Affordable Prices.

ELECTED EXPERIENCE MATTERS Visit our larger office and showroom, Or we will

BRING the showroom to you!
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

burdickforassembly.com

PAID FOR BY CHRIS BURDICK FOR ASSEMBLY * 93RD DISTRICT
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IMAGINE YOUR | |OUTDOOR SUMMER
LIFE WITHOUT
commumno, mans: axs, | | MIOUIE NIGHTS

MT. EBO CORPORATE PARK OFFERS wmle Ohserving .Soclal nlstancmg
PRIVATE OFFICES OR FULL SUITES We re Booking Movie Night Events

for the 2020 Summer Season
Screens from 12.9° Diagonal

FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED
NO LONG-TERM COMMITMENT
MINUTES FROM 1-84, 1-684 & Professional Projectors w/Back-up

METRO NORTH : : )
High Quality Audio Systems
THEABILITY TO WORK CLOSE TO HOME
N e 0 HO RESERVE your Date TODAY
PLUS PLENTY OF FREE PARKING! Booking on first come, first serve basis.

ON-SITE MANAGEMENT For reservations 843-278-6401
nick@madeomultimedia.com

You've alreay proved
you don't need to travel into the City to work! PRESENTED BY
MULTIMEDIA

Contact Peter or Una for a site visit 845.278.2822 INCORPORATED

Living in the Bronx in the late 1990s, John Colangelo
discovered that many housing options left a lot to be
desired. He began buying and renovating properties,
and joined forces with Matthew Barbaccia in 2009 to
continue raising the standard of living in our region.
They decided it was also time to raise their standard
of banking, with Tompkins Mahopac Bank.

“They believed in our ability to manage and
redevelop these properties and have been a critical
partner in our success and growth,” John says.

TOMPKINS

Mahopac Bank

| '/\Aakingan Impacf =

for our Customers for our Community

MahopacBank.com
ROSE HILL ASSET MANAGEMENT CORP

Matthew Barbaccia, Managing Partner @

uuuuuuuuuuu

John Colangelo, Jr, Managing Partner 620 . veerroc (BGE
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The Piiata Project Launched for Frontlme Worker Apprec1at10n

A small idea that began as a Spanish
class project has turned into a full-on
community initiative to recognize the local
frontline workers who have sacrificed
every day to keep the public safe during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Marion Ricci, a Spanish teacher at
Yorktown’s Mildred E. Strang Middle
School, and her colleague, ENL teacher
Mary Lou Mclntosh, spent the morning of
May 28 delivering 20 brightly decorated
pifiatas filled with goodies to six local
hospitals and the Yorktown Police
Department. The pifiatas were generously
donated by the staff and families of middle
school students.

Ricci said The Pifiata Project initially
began because she wanted to create a
how-to video for her seventh- and eighth-
grade Spanish students to make pinatas
at home. But when she thought about it,
Ricci concluded that pifatas — associated
with celebration — could brighten the days
of local frontline workers.

“My feeling was that making pinatas
would be an interesting and diverting
activity for the families to do together
during the extended quarantine, something
to help relieve stress in the home,” Ricci
said.

She added that she then thought of the
essential workers and first responders

- 3-4 ft, 6 ft and 12 ft Pool Areas

- Hot/Cold Snack Bar
- Shaded Picnic Area/Grills

Call or email
for more info or
a tour now!

§,.-

1402 OId Orchard Street
White Plains, NY 10604

Relax, Swim and Bond at Rocky Ledge Pool

Have a Summer of Fun Only Minutes from Downtown White Plains!
343,000 Gallon Pool fors

- Separate Fenced Baby Pool . = =

FIBS'I'—TIME FAMIlIES CAN JOIN FOR 3600*

; s La * See details online. n\{

www.rockyledgeswimmingassn.com / RockyLedgeRachel@gmail.com

- Secure Gatehouse Entry
# - Qutside Food/Drinks Allowed
: - Special Rates for Seniors

- Free WiFi

» Memorial Day-Labor Day

(914) 948 8843

JOIN ADAM
FOR WEEKLY

Town Halls Streaming On Facebook Live

5/31 Youth Advisory
Council: Taking on

Big Fights

Ask Adam

6/7 Anything

Supporting Our
Communifies

6/11
6/18

MIMISBIILEIFEH

6/4

6/9

6/14 A

The Path Forward: &/ 21
The Pandemic /
Recovery

Building a Better
Future: Proi‘echng
Our Communities

ﬁ’uduﬂnmnq Rights of
Pcoplc with
Disabilities

sk Adam Anything

Ask Adam Anything

Mildred E. Strang Middle School teachers Marion
Ricci and Mary Lou Mclntosh filled the back of
a car with pifiatas that they recently delivered
to frontline workers at six area hospitals
and the Yorktown Police Department. The
project that each teacher undertook with their
students recognized the sacrifices made by
essential  workers during the COVID-19
pandemic.

who have sacrificed greatly and wanted to
recognize them.

Although many different forms of
gratitude have already taken place,
Ricci said this initiative was different.
Instead of making pinatas, families
and staff enthusiastically agreed to
donate them.

It was a team effort to bring this uplifting
project to fruition. Ricci was in charge of
contacting students and school faculty and
Mclntosh reached out to hospitals in and
around Westchester. The hospitals that
recelved thelr pmata dellverles on May

One of the pifatas being delivered to the
Yorktown Police Department.

Lawrence Hospital, Maria Fareri Children’s
Hospital, Northern Westchester, Phelps
and Putnam Hospital.

With the success of the first delivery,
Ricci and Mclntosh are ready to take the
next step.

“Our plans are to expand to homeless
shelters, nursing homes, houses of

worship to benefit needy families and the
list goes on,” Ricci said.

MEETING
- OF THE

MINDS

DEMENTIA CONFERENCE 2020

Join us for a free 4-day virtual conference
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. June 15-18

Topics will include caregiving, long-term care
insurance, Medicare and more.

Featuring special
guest speaker
David Hyde Pierce
on Tuesday,
June 16

Keynote speaker
Dr. Tia Powell,
author of “Dementia
Reimagined” on
Thursday, June 18

Visit AlzDementiaConference.org for details.
Call the Alzheimer’s Association
at 800.272.3900 to register.

This advertisement is supported in part by a grant from the New York State Department of Health.
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Pleasantville Pays Tribute to its Class of 2020

The COVID 19 pandemic has cost
so many so much during the past three
months. That includes the students
in this year’s high school graduating
classes. Whether it was opportunities
on the athletic fields or the stage, or to
have those special final moments in the
classroom with friends and teachers,
the end of high school was spent mostly
sheltering at home. But last Saturday,
Pleasantville provided this year’s class
with a special experience. The graduates
were given a wonderful sendoff, being
part of a car parade around the village as
vehicles were festooned with balloons,

ribbons or decorative paint. ] 2 B T ')
P _(ELEBRATES *

\ TWE CLASS OF /

To our care partners /
who remain dedicated to L W)
each resident’s unique needs. - - SENIOR LIVING

Briarcliff Manor

ARTIS

To every caregiver at home for the
love and support you provide.

Every day, you are there and
we thank you!

To see why Artis is the best choice for safe and
exceptionally personalized Memory Care:
Your Partner

914-236-4648 ¢ TheArtisWay.com/BriarcliffExaminer in Memory

Care

Artis Senior Living of Briarcliff Manor: 553 North State Road, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510
23& Check out our other nearby community in Chestnut Ridge.
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TOMORROW

WHAT THE SHUTDOWN AND DECOMMISSIONING
OF INDIAN POINT ENERGY CENTER WILL MEAN FOR OUR AREA.

The nuclear power plants at Indian Point have powered New York City and Westchester
County for nearly 60 years. Now, due to challenging economic conditions and an agreement
with the state of New York, Indian Point will stop generating electricity and permanently shut
down by April 2021.

After shutdown Indian Point will transition to decommissioning, a federally-regulated process
that will ultimately return the land to a new productive use. Entergy has taken the first step by
selecting a leading decommissioning company as our partner, Holtec International.

Here are a few things New Yorkers should know about the Holtec plan:

Decades Sooner — With Holtec, decommissioning will begin immediately, allowing the site
to be repurposed as much as 40 years sooner than if Entergy were to remain the owner of
Indian Point. Holtec’s plan calls for completion of major decommissioning activities by the
2030s, decades sooner than it would take Entergy to complete decommissioning.

Decommissioning Expertise — Holtec and its expert team have decades of experience
managing large decommissioning projects around the world.

Employee Retention — Holtec will begin the decommissioning process promptly upon
taking ownership and will provide job opportunities for more than 300 of our current
employees who want to remain in the region and continue to work at the site.

Spent Fuel Management — Holtec is the global leader in spent nuclear fuel storage
technology and transport. Holtec will transfer all of Indian Point’s spent nuclear fuel to
secure canisters designed to withstand natural disasters such as earthquakes, floods,
tornadoes, and other events within about three years of shutdown.

As we work toward an orderly shutdown, safety remains our top priority. Indian Point is
ranked in the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s top column for safety and we fully
intend to continue our strong safety record over our final months of operation.

The NRC will regulate decommissioning at Indian Point and a citizen’s advisory board
is already in place. As of today, more than 34 U.S. nuclear plants have safely completed
decommissioning or are in the process of doing so. To learn more about Holtec’s plan
for prompt decommissioning, visit:

www.indianpointdecommissioning.com
www.holtecinternational.com
www.hdi-decom.com

Indian Point Energy Center

(11 ] ] ]
QEﬁfefg}[ H

INTERMATIONAL
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What’s in a Name? That’s Wagler’s Macaw to You

By Brian Kluepfel

The blue-throated macaw is feted with names for
its color (the blue throat patch distinguishes it from
the commoner blue-and-gold), a noted
scientist (Wagler) and for a native place-
name (Caninde-yu — “macaw-yellow” in
Guarani - is also a town in Paraguay).

Avian namesake Johann Georg Wagler
was born in Nuremburg in 1800. He
didn’t actually travel to Brazil with Johan Spix, for
whom a more famous blue parrot is named. (Perhaps
you've seen Rio? Blu is based on the near-extinct
Spix’s macaw.)

But Wagler was Spix’s man-behind-the-scenes in
the museums of Germany, processing the latter’s
collections and first describing for Europeans this
lovely family of birds. (In the year of his death, his
notable “Monographia Psittacorum” was published.)

Johann’s true love was reptiles, but in honor of his
work with birds, the blue-throat got its first common
European name. (In Spanish-speaking Bolivia, it’s
known by yet another, barba azul, or bluebeard. That’s
quite a cool moniker.)

Whatever its name, the bluebeard is in grave danger.

For The
Birds

Once known across parts of Paraguay and Argentina
as well as Bolivia, it’s now only found in one small
corner of grasslands near Trinidad. Cattle ranching
has decimated its favored palm tree habitat, and
until recently poachers and indigenous
feather-gatherers did their damage, too.

But there’s hope. In 2016, I met
Tjalle Boorsma of Armonia, Bolivia, who
manages big tracts of land across the
country, including Reserva Barba Azul.
They work with local ranchers in preserving habitat
while grazing herds of cattle as well. Artificial nest
boxes supplement the disappearing palm trees, and
breeding surveys have shown a slight uptick. Native
groups now make ceremonial headdresses from
artificial, not macaw, plumes.

Wagler died at 32 years old of an accidental gunshot
wound while hunting, an ironic demise for someone
who spent so much of his life cataloging fallen
carcasses “collected” as specimens. His legacy lives
on in the many birds and reptiles he studied, a handful
of which bear his name.

Call it what you like, but if Wagler’s namesake
parrot disappears in the mists of extinction, we have
only ourselves to blame.

Brian Kluepfel is an

caw, aka barba azul)

Habitat: North-central Bolivia
Estimated population: 300-400

Common Name: Blue-throated macaw (aka Wagler’s macaw, aka Canindé ma-

Scientific Name: Ara glaucogularis previously Ara caninde

author of Lonely Planet
travel guides and other
renowned publications,
as well as editing the Saw
Mill  River Audubon’s
newsletter.  This  piece
originally appeared in his

blog, birdmanwalking.com.

A pair of blue-throated macaws sitting high on their perch.

Mot yvour AAverage pet store

For all your pet needs

Aardvark Pet Supplies
has moved!

1016 Broadway
Thornwood, NY 10549

One Agent
for All.
Good Call.

MICHAEL KLINGER
914-576-2600
mklinger@allstate.com
Start a quote: Shopallny.com

Q) Allstate.

You're in good hands.

SAW MILL RIVER AUDUBON™
Connecting People & Nature Since 1953

Online Nature Skills Workshops this Summer

Based on coverage selected. Savings vary. Subjects
to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle
and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and
Casualty Insurance Co., Northbrook, IL © 2019
Allstate Insurance Co.

(914) 747-4848
E-mail: aarvarkpet@verizon.net

J.FJ. Fuel, Inc.

7 NN
(VALLEY O1L)
QQF
“We Deliver Comfort”

¢ Heating Oil-Commerical & Residential ¢ Diesel Fuel
¢ Full Oil Heating Service and Installations ¢ Oil Tank Installation and Removal
* Oil Tank Testing * Full Environmental Services
¢ Serving Westchester County and The Bronx

707 Nepperhan Ave. * Yonkers, NY
24 Hr. Tel (914) 965-5395 *Fax (914) 965-9752

www.jfjfuel.com

Wed June 18: Birding 101
Thu June 24: Westchester Butterflies & Moths
Thu July 16: Shorebird ID Intro/Review
Thu Aug 20: Enriching Habitats for Birds, Pollinators, and More

Small Group Birding this Summer
by registration, for 6 people or less, masked, with social distancing

Zoom Bird Chat on Mondays, 7:00 pm,
Find out where local birders are birding & what they are seeing
and share your bird observations or questions

Visit www.sawmillriveraudubon.org
for more info and free registration for above events,
for no contact bird seed purchases, and for SMRA sanctuary maps.
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To Place a Classified Ad
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail
classifieds @theexaminernews.com

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings,
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture,
jewelry books, cameras, records,
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics,
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL
AARON AT 914-235-0302

ATTORNEY

BOYSCOUT COMPENSATIONFUND
- Anyone that was inappropriately touched by
a Scout leader deserves justice and financial
compensation!  Victims may be eligible
for a significant cash settlement. Time to
file is limited. Call Now! 844-587-2494

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And
Your Family May Be Entitled To Significant
Cash Award. No Risk. No Money Out Of
Pocket. For Information Call 877-225-4813

BUYING/SELLING

BUYING diamonds, gold, silver, all
fine jewelry and watches, coins, paintings,
better furs, complete estates. We simply pay
more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail
Americabuying@aol.com

GOLD / SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$

PAID - Visit

EXAMINER MEDIA CI&‘§’s°if‘eds

days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil-
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

CABLE & SATELLITETV

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV,
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per
second speed. No contract or commitment.
More Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited
Voice. Call 1-855-977-7198

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

TRAIN AT HOME TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified & ready to work in months!
Call 855-543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get the
skills to become a Computer & Help Desk
Professional now! Now offering a $10,000
scholarship for qualified applicants. Call
CTI for details! (844) 947-0192 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

HEALTH

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money back
guaranteed! 1-855-579-8907

West- chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, HELP WANTED

Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches,

Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- GENERAL OPER,ATIONS
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- MANAGER - proven at least five -year
. S — e . — i
— e s

—_—————

L

them, call

omeowner
b Funding.

800-736-9629

NYImprovementFund.com

PROGRAMS

RIGHT NOW

NEW YORK

Roofing | Windows | Siding | Insulation | Walk-In Tubs

working experience in business
management, good service orlentatlon
skills, great communication and critical
thinking skills, management of personnel,
resources, and time. Email resume to
Steve Dimopoulos at: sd@bareburger.
com or mail this to us to: 445 East Main
Street Mount Kisco NY 10549

WESTCHESTER MED CTR ADV
PHYS SERVICES (WESTCHESTER,
NY). Physician (Non-invasive Cardiologist).
Perform non-invasive cardiac testing—
echocardiography, TEE, cardiac stress
testing; and advanced cardiac imaging (MR,
CT). Provide med srvcs to patients in area
of cardiology. Supervise med students/
residents/fellows. For full job desc & to
apply: https://wmchealthjobs.org/

JOB OPPORTUNITY $18.50 P/H NYC
$15 P/H LI $14.50 P/H UPSTATE NY
If you currently care for your relatives or
friends who have Medicaid or Medicare, you
may be eligible to start working for them as
a personal assistant. No Certificates needed.
(347)462-2610 (347)565-6200

INTERNET AND TV

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155
Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On
Demand (w/SELECT All Included Package.)
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens
Simultaneously at No Additional Cost. Call
DIRECTYV 1-888-534-6918

AMERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCHEp

OMAHA STEAKS

ORDER NOW! 1.866.749.2741 ask for 63281CKT

www.OmahaSteaks.com/family225

Classified Ad Deadline
is Thursdays at 5pm for the
next week’s publication

DISH TV $59.99 for 190 Channels
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet.
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Call 1-800-943-0838.

WANTED TO BUY

FREON WANTED: We pay CA$H for
cylindersand cans. R12R500R11 R113R114.
Convenient. Certified Professionals. Call
312-361-0601 or visit RefrigerantFinders.
com

FEEL
GOOD

American
Red Cross

—

To Place a Classified Ad Call
914-864-0878 or e-mail classifieds
@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline is
Thursdays at 5pm for the next
week’s publication

continued on next page

GET THE GRILLER'S BUNDLE
INTRODUCTORY PRICE: ¥79%°

4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignon
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 0z.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 0z.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 0z.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 0z.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet
$224H" separately

+ 4 MORE BURGERS FREE

THAT'S 20 COURSES + SIDES & DESSERT!

*Savings shown over aggregated single
item base price. Standard S&H ap
©2020 Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp.

Remote Support for:

Adware/spyware

Speed up computer
Install software

Email issues

Pop-ups
Printer & scanner support

GET YOUR COMPUTER FIXED IN THE COMFORT OF
YOUR HOME

Call US Now at 844 245 3414

AATFEEUNLIMITED
SERVICE

Must mention code
86407

for promo price
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A Spiritual View

By Lilah Sugarman Selma, he was asked by someone,
“Did you find much time to pray when
you were in Selma?” Rabbi Heschel
responded, “I prayed with my feet.”

Let us all pray with our feet and
let us, step by step, create a world of
justice and wholeness.

Please join us for a Candlelight Vigil
for America on Tuesday, June 9 at 8:30
p-m. at Wampus
Brook Park on
Maple Avenue in
Armonk. Let’s
shine our light, for
justice, equality
and the hand of
friendship. Please
bring a tea light
holder, light and
mask. Sponsored
by the Armonk
Faith Alliance,
with many thanks
to the Town of North Castle and the
North Castle Police Department.

Lilah Sugarman 1is the cantor at
Congregation B’Nai Yisrael in Armonk
and is part of the Armonk Faith
Alliance. The alliance also comprises
Hillside Church, St. Stephen’s Episcopal
Church, St. Patrick’s RC Church and

At a time in which our country, our
county, our towns are in great need of
healing, let us better ourselves. Let
us work toward a society that honors
our differences and is one we can all
be proud of. Let us work to combat
racism by learning, listening and
pursuing justice.

We, as
members of the
Armonk  Faith
Alliance, will not
be silent. Our
traditions teach,
“Do not stand
idly by while your
neighbor’s blood
is being shed”
(Leviticus 19:16.)
We join together
to express our
respect and empathy for all human
beings for our tradition also teaches
that we are all created in God’s sacred
image. We are here, we are listening,
we are taking action and doing the
work to acknowledge and confront
racism. We are coming together, and
we are hopeful.

Surfing Through Life Each
Wave at a Time

As we reach the
evening of our life, we
find ourselves with more
free time on our hands to
reminisce and self-reflect
— like watching an old
movie in rewind.

We amuse ourselves
with memories of our
youth, and even smirk at
yesterday’s mistakes and
indiscretions, appreciating
the happiness they now
render us in our later
days, now far removed
from their consequences
by time.

Our evening of life comes complete with
those age waves that touch the shores of
our once youthful past — and break with
more frequency. Each age wave hits us
with a new ache, pain, soreness and a new
diagnosis to deal with, along with doctors
feeding us more medications than we can
remember to take.

Yes, another wrinkle here, another
there, and, of course, all those grey
hairs. We do complain with much despair
about our loss of youth, but find some
consolation in appreciating we have

By Richard Cirulli

trials and tribulations we
endured along life’s path.

If we are true to
ourselves, we must not
spend our evening of life
in a state of regrets or
what ifs. Our present self
defines us, and we are
fortunate and blessed to
look upon our rewind of
life. Personally, I would
conclude that if T could
do it all over, I would not
change a thing. We have
lived our destiny, even if
by fiat, chance, luck or a
structured vision. Though in the evening
of our life we should conclude our life was
a hybrid of planning, fiat, chance and luck.

Life is our mentor, confidant, friend and
often our enemy. Though in the evening of
life we have grown wise, weary, a bit jaded
and having required the prerequisites
needed to navigate life’s next age waves
when they breach our existential shores.
After all, life is simply a matter of time.

Dr. Richard Cirulli is a retived professor,
playwright, producer, an author of “The
Songs of Roland” and “Demitasse Divorce.”
Feel free to vefer to his troupe’s website at

When Rabbi Heschel returned from  St. Nersess Armenian Seminary. made it this far in light of the gauntlet of  wwuw.demitasseplayers.com.
To Place a Classified Ad 060920 @ Classified Ad Deadline
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail Ex A M I N E R M E D I A C u s SI I e s is Thursdays at 5pm for the
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DENTAL Insurance

FREE
Information Kit

b Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help

get the dental care you deserve! b
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towi 1-855-225-1434  — & -

# Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in
your pocket

# This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

1-855-225-1434

Visit us online at
www.dental50plus.com/nypress

# You can get coverage before your next checkup

Don't wait! Call now and we'll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy PISONY
6129
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Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet
Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

888 09 028
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Discover the world’s best
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice
@ Backed by American Standard’s
140 years of experience
Ultra low entry for easy
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain®
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed

by American Standard

44 Hydrotherapy jets for an ny
invigorating massage

00

FREE IN-HOME ' I
EVALUATION!

SGVIng a Life EVERY 11 MlNUTES
m never 4
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Life Alert” is always
here for me even when
away from home.

One touch of a button
sends help fast, 24/7.

Life Alert

Batteries Never Need Charging.

Help at Home

1
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WHEN YOU
u - ; SRbER!
Help On—th =

For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-404-9776

Prepare for
power outages
with a Generac
home standby
generator

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME

ASSESSMENT TODAY!

877-516-1160
FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty™
A $695 Value!

Offer valid March 16, 2020 - June 30, 2020

Special Financing Available
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Westchester to Expand Electric Bus Fleet With $1.5M Federal Grant

Westchester County Executive George
Latimer announced last week that the
county will be expanding its electric vehicle
fleet, thanks to a $1.5 million grant for the
purchase of two, 40-foot battery electric
buses.

The county plans to use the grant
money, provided by the U.S. Department
of Transportation, to replace two diesel
buses from 2005 with New Flyer buses, the
same manufacturer that provided 78 diesel-
electric buses for the fleet in 2018.

“Westchester County has proven
our commitment to promoting public
transportation as a means to decrease the
number of vehicles on the road, traffic

congestion and air pollution, as well as
supporting a long-term plan to phase in
additional clean vehicles as we can get
them,” Latimer said.

The county is working with the New
York Power Authority (NYPA) to purchase
and install a pair of chargers at its Valhalla
garage, where the two buses will be stored
and maintained. This will bring its electric
transit bus total to six. A recent NYPA
grant is funding a charger for each of four
additional electric 35-foot buses that will be
ordered next month.

Westchester’s previous bus purchase was
from New Flyer for 78 hybrid electric, 60-
foot vehicles, which were put in service in

1.enstaff (v.)

A) to strive to attain B) set forth

2. vespering (adj.)
A) heading towards sunset

3. orthophony (n.)

5. noctilucy (n.)
A) the shining of the moon

6. polymicrian (adj.)
A) extremely prolific

7. curfuggle (n.)

A) disturbance B) disarray

8. hiemate (v.)
A) to spend the winter

THERE'S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz

Words of the Month Club — June Edition. This week the quiz words come from the June entries
found in the book “The Cabinet of Linguistic Curiosities” by Paul Anthony Jones. The book is “A
yearbook of forgotten words” that features a “curious or long-forgotten word of the day, picked
from the more obscure corners of the dictionary.”

B) spreading out

A) an untrue statement B) false teeth
4. boot-hale (v.)
A) to smuggle B) plunder

B) a bad dream

B) arranged in rows

B) keep secret

By Edward Goralski

C) hoist a flag

C) relaxing

C) correct enunciation

C) promote

C) a piano composition
C) extremely cramped

C) discomfort

C) go quickly
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2018 and 2019. The Bee-Line system is the
second largest transit bus fleet in New York
State, operated by the county’s Department
of Public Works and Transportation.

“These all-electric buses are a natural
progression from our previous diesel-
electric hybrid bus acquisitions,” said DPW
Commissioer Hugh Greechan. “Those
vehicles were specially designed with the
optional ability to run for distances of up
to a mile on battery power alone. Thus,
the diesel can be shut off when in one of
our various depots, or when traveling in a
very congested area. Our overwhelmingly
satisfactory experience with that feature
has given us confidence that we’re going in
the right direction with full-battery electric
buses.”

Zero emissions vehicles are significantly
cleaner and more energy efficient than
conventional diesel vehicles. They reduce
pollutants associated with greenhouse
gases, including carbon dioxide, particulate
matter, hydrocarbons and nitrogen oxides.
The benefits of zero emissions vehicles

also mitigate the negative health impacts
associated with these harmful pollutants
such as respiratory and cardiovascular
disease.

The 40-foot buses are the workhorses
of the Bee-Line fleet, accumulating nearly
three million revenue miles in 2019, and
operating on routes that have a combined
daily weekday ridership (pre-COVID-19) of
more than 84,000.

The new buses will have state-of-
the art safety features including driver
safety shields composed of half-inch thick
Lexan semi-bulletproof glass to protect
passengers and drivers. Passengers will be
less prone to tripping due to cantilevered
seats and a “jerkless” transmission that will
make the ride smoother.

Lighting will be improved as the LED
provides better color rendition for those
on-board. The low-floors and “kneeling”
feature will ease boarding for those with
mobility challenges and reduce the risk of
passenger falls.

Crossword

Crossword by
Myles Mellor

Across

1. Bon __, witty
saying

4. Tree juice

7. Time period

9. Took on

12. Impressive

display
13. Top of the line

14. A drink with
jam and

bread....

15. Chess piece, 27
in a way

16. Best friends,
as children

30

22. Kind of
cheese

23. Alias
27. Know-how

35
Hn
28. Not at home
30. Disappear
33. pad, for the computer
35. Tarnish
36. Analyze, in a way
37. Low island
38. Store posting (abbr.)

Down

1. Fable message

2. Wood sorrel

3. Yours, in the Bible
4. Cow or sow

5. Bother

6. Time

7. Consume

8. Get ready, for short
10. Sorority letters
11. Secluded room
17. Historic time

18.“  are the apple of my
eye”

19. Pie mix

20. “Much ___ About Nothing”
21. Go brown

23.Inthe _ imity of

24. Impassive

25. Complimentary close

26. Rumple

27.Giveit

29. Golf spot

31. Food approvers in the
government

32. Hardly macho

33. Speed, abbr.

34. Rowing equipmentGreen Wave, in
college sports....

Answers on page 28
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Lessons to be Learned During the Time of Our Health Crisis

The summer of
2020 is approaching,
and with it, the
annual plans for
family and friends’
get-togethers, travel
to nearby beaches,
attendance at
outdoor concerts and
sporting events have
been short-circuited.

Adapt we must and
adapt we will. We're slowly and deliberately
coming out of three months of sheltering
in place, social distancing and the effects
of a pandemic seemingly randomly striking
family, friends and health-compromised
citizens all around us. I hope each of you
has been able to cope during these difficult
times.

As we move into the
summer with due caution
and uncertainty, allow me
to digress from the tumult
by focusing on the subject
of my column.

Leading up to these
summer months, the state
government deemed that
wine shops provide an essential service.
The general public agreed. Sales of wine
increased significantly from March through
May, compared to the same 2019 timeframe.

Graeme Goldstein at Art of Wine in
Pleasantville has been a direct benefactor of
our increased drinking.

“Sales have increased on several fronts.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It
Through the

(rapevine

‘Folks are generally
purchasing their
go-to wines, their
comfort wines.’
-GRAEME GOLDSTEIN

The new normal of customers calling in
orders and picking up curbside has been very
popular. Folks are generally purchasing their
go-to wines, their comfort wines. A few have
sought my recommendations to experiment
with new wines,” Goldstein told me during
one of my recent phone-in orders.

Wine consumers have developed new
habits in wine consumption
while sequestered. For
those with the financial
means, earlier and longer
cocktail hours have become
more popular. Wine with
dinner (and lunch?) have
become more frequent.
Virtual dining with family
or friends has created
another opportunity to
enjoy a bottle of wine.

At dinner tables, home-prepared meals
and curbside take-out have become the
norm in place of restaurant visits. This has
impacted wine sales.

Goldstein tells me “customers are buying
higher priced wines at a level that they

Safe Haven

SeliSi®raue
Got Stuff?

We've got space.

" NEW CUSTOMERS '

) 50% OFF

B FIRST 3 MONTHS' &

would normally spend at a restaurant. For
some this is a significant increase in their
wine shop spending.”

As consumers are now treading into
new areas of wine purchasing, I've been
asked how I approach wine consumption
and specific selection criteria. I offer two
maxims that I live by to keep my perspective
on a practical plane.

First, always view wine as an
enjoyable, positive experience.
Never elevate it to the status of the
Holy Grail. Don’t become a wine
snob (or a wine geek, for that
matter). Wine is an agricultural
product, not a rare gem. It is
meant to be an accompaniment
to food and enjoyed with
like-minded friends in an atmosphere of
conviviality. It enhances our dining and
social experiences; it shouldn’t be the focal
point of those encounters.

Second, the appreciation of a particular
wine is an individual experience. A great
wine is a wine that you enjoy. Each of us
has unique palates, unique olfactory senses
and time-tested individual experiences
in discerning good from poor. Don’t rely
on others for anything more than general
guidance. Continue experimenting and
finding new “favorite wines.”

I’'m frequently asked to recommend wines
for meals, for special occasions, for hanging
out in the kitchen or sitting in front of the
fireplace. My response is always the same.
Think of a recent wine that you especially
enjoyed, one that stood out from others.

L

*

It’s likely that as much as you enjoy
a particular producer, your palate was
simpatico with the grape varietal or the
wine region. Experiment with other wines
from that producer (each producer has an

individualistic style for creating

«— = Wwines); or other wines produced
from the same grape or blend of
grapes (chances are your palate
is sensitive to a flavor profile
that can be matched to other
producers’ offerings); or other
wines from the same wine

region.
In the vast sea of
Cabernet  Sauvignons, if

you find a special bottle from
Washington state and prefer
it over those you've sampled
from California, Australia or Chile, explore
the multiple Washington offerings currently
available.

As we emerge from our current health
crisis, an enhanced understanding of your
preferences and more refined palate will
bode well for a harmonious and socially
pleasing lifestyle.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville
resident. For over 25 years, he has conducted
wine tastings and lectures. Nick is the co-
chairperson of the Wine Media Guild of wine
Journalists. He also offers personalized wine
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s
credo: continuous experimenting results in
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on
Twitter @sharingwine.

2 Great Specials for June

19% OFF BG GLIMATE

CONTROL SERVICE mm1 9 9 5
Breathe cleaner, fresher air when

you turn on the Air Conditioner in
your vehicle.

 EXPIRES 7/1/20

We’'ll remove fungus, mold and bacteria from your air

vents and replace your cabin air filter. Take a breath of 8

fresh air without harmful bacterial contaminants in
your vent system!!

Service by appointment only. Some restrictions may
apply. Call for Details.

Your Complete Automotive Servi

We’re OPEN!

2597 Rt. 22 Patterson
PattersonAutoBody.com

OIL CHANGE

*19.95 PLUS TAX.
$29.95 FOR FULL SYNTHETIC OIL.

| % MOST FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
CARS & LIGHT DUTY TRUCKS,
BASIC OIL CHANGE INCLUDES

UP TO 5 QTS OIL.

NOT INCLUDING DIESELS.

CALL FOR DETAILS

SERVICE BY APPOINTMENT

EXPIRES 7/1/2
- $1/1/20

We’re Still Here

For You!
We’ll Pick-up your Vehicle
for Service and Deliver it
Sanitized when ready!

Stay Home...Stay Safe!

845.818.3456



28

June 9 - June 15, 2020

Examiner Media

Restaurants Raring to Reopen i n the Reglon But Gradually

Phase 2 reopening is
scheduled for Tuesday and
includes permission  for
restaurants to have outdoor
dining  with  restrictions.
The Phase 3 reopening has
been tentatively scheduled
for Tuesday, June 23, and
will allow for indoor seating
at restaurants with strict
guidelines.

This is, of course, great
news for the restaurant
community, which has been
struggling for months since the
coronavirus shut down everything but
take-out and delivery.

Restaurants in nearby Fairfield County,
Conn. have had permitted outdoor dining
for several weeks. Many New Yorkers
have taken advantage by crossing the
border.

I, for one, am anxious to get back out
again to restaurants. I miss the ambiance,
conviviality and the food. But there will be
a new normal. We will keep you posted in
the coming weeks.

The Banh Mi Shop

The buzz surrounding this Vietnamese
eatery, claiming a space on Mamaroneck
Avenue near the corner of East Post Road
in White Plains, began four years ago.
The anticipation almost grew into a roar
when the new signage went up. Once the
doors had finally been opened

By Morris Gut

are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday
through Saturday. Available
for take-out and catering.
Local delivery. Info: 914-686-
6888. (The website is under
construction.)

El Barrio
Scarsdale

They had barely put up new
signage when the coronavirus
crisis hit. Chef Sal Cucullo Jr.
and partners at the former
808 Social have rebranded
the eatery into El Barrio

highlighting Mexican street
food. It is open for take-out and delivery.
There is fine talent at work here and a
playful new design. Cucullo also operates
The 808 Bistro on Scarsdale Avenue in
Scarsdale.

Specialties at El Barrio ready for take-
out or delivery with patio dining coming
soon, include calamares y camarones
fritos, arbol aioli; traditional guacamole;
wood-fired quesadillas; tacos and tostadas;
an El Barrio Burger wrapped in a flour
tortilla; and freshly made south-of-the-
border cocktails.

El Barrio is located at 185 Summerfield
St. in Scarsdale. Patio dining coming soon;
seven days a week. Info: 914-723-2600 or
visit www.elbarrio.com

Soft-shell Crab Season is Here

The season for fresh soft-shell crab runs
through September and there

Opens in

by proprietor Len Dang and
his family, patronage began
growing steadily. The long
wait was over. Foodies
have been clamoring for
a Vietnamese restaurant

are legions who crave this
delicacy simply sautéed
or deep fried with some
lemon and butter (perhaps
some capers). Of course,
there are other recipes,

in White Plains for a long
time.

I had to try it again recently. It has
always been mostly take-out with limited
seating inside, and now during the
coronavirus lockdown the Dengs have
been struggling valiantly to stay in place.
I indulged in one of their Original Banh
Mi sandwiches, a crispy baguette layered
with Vietnamese ham, roasted ground
pork, cucumber, cilantro, spicy mayo and
pickled vegetables. I ordered a side of
roasted Brussels sprouts with lemongrass
and garlic. I can confirm, the sandwich and
the sprouts were delicious. I kept thinking
about those Brussels sprouts all week.

Additional specialties include vegetarian
spring rolls; chicken wings; fried calamari
with basil and garlic; short rib Banh Mi;
grilled lemongrass chicken rice; marinated
sliced pork noodle; classic sliced beef or
seafood Pho; Vietnamese ice coffee; and
bubble tea.

While eating, I spoke with the amiable
Deng, who confided that he was happy to
be in White Plains.

About the menu? While keeping to
tradition, he was taking a more modern
approach to his cuisine. On my next visit,
I must try the Pho, one of the Vietnamese
big bowl noodle soups.

The Banh Mi Shop is located at 148
Mamaroneck Ave. in White Plains. Hours

too. Nothing like a crispy
soft-shell crab sandwich with
the proper condiments. I'm a big fan. They
have been showing up at area markets.

Here’s where to get them for take-out,
delivery and soon on-premise dining at
restaurants.

La Piccola Casa. Chef/owner Walter
Ricci, who cooks across from blossoming
Harbor Island Park, personally shops the
Hunts Point Fish Market during the wee
hours of the morning, and he was clued
about the arrival of soft shells from one of
his valued seafood purveyors. He does a
flavorful job with them. Located at 410 W.
Boston Post Rd., Mamaroneck. Info: 914-
777-5766 or visit www.lapiccolarestaurant.
com.

Riverview. Jim Ely and company have
kept this picturesque spot bustling for 20
years. They will offer soft-shell crab in a
variety of styles. Take-out and delivery.
Located at 45 Fair St., Cold Spring. Info:
845-265-4778 or visit www.riverdining.
com.

Fin & Brew. Right on the banks of
the Hudson at Charles Point and part of
the Factoria complex, they serve a fine
soft-shell crab sandwich with the works.
Limited availability. Temporary kitchen
hours are Friday through Sunday, 12 to
8:15 p.m. Located at 5 John Walsh Blvd.,
Peekskill. Info: 914-788-4555 or visit

EL BARRIO

Pick-up, Curbside
or Delivery

LI

El Barrio, left, has opened in Scarsdale in time for the phased reopening plans. The Banh Mi Shop in

White Plains serves Vietnamese cuisine.

www.finandbrew.com.

Trattoria Vivolo. Chef/proprietor Dean
Vivolo will have soft-shell crab on hand as
they come up from the Chesapeake, fried
or sautéed, as you like it. Located at 301
Halstead Ave., Harrison. Info: 914-835-
6199 or visit www.trattoriavivolo.com.

X20 Xaviar’s on the Hudson. Chef
Peter X. Kelly and company do a fine job
with soft-shell crab every year. Enjoy them
along with expansive views of the Hudson
River. Take-out and delivery. Located at 71
Water Grant St., Yonkers Info: 914-965-
1111 or visit www.xaviars.com.

3 Westerly Bar & Grill. A seasonal crab
cake sandwich is on their contemporary
American menu. Available for take-out and
delivery on weekends from 12 to 8 p.m.
Located at 3 Westerly Rd., Ossining. Info:
914-762-1333 or visit www.3westerly.com.

The 808 Bistro. Chef Salvatore will be
serving soft shells with creamy polenta and
cheese and spinach and stuffed tomatoes
on the side. Sounds yummy! Located at
808 Scarsdale Ave., Scarsdale. Info: 914-
722-0808 or visit www.the808bistro.com.

Harbour Fish & Company. This
independently owned fresh fish and
seafood market offers plenty of take-out
options. They will have soft-shell crab on
hand live or cooked. Call ahead. Located

at 154 Mamaroneck Ave., Mamaroneck.
Info:  914-630-4790 or visit www.
harbourfishandco.com.

KEE Oyster House. They have

reopened and are ready to go. The daily
catch served with a contemporary attitude
and atmosphere. Fish and seafood are
pristine. Located at 128 E. Post Rd., White
Plains. Info: 914-437-8535 or visit www.
keeoysterhouse.com.

Holy Crab Cajun Seafood. Serving
fresh Cajun-style seafood as you would
see in New Orleans. Steamed sous vide
bags, too. Located at 32 Mamaroneck Ave.,
White Plains. Info: 914-948-3888 or visit
www.holycrabny.com.

Saltaire Oyster Bar and Kitchen.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Soft shells are prepared in a variety of
styles. Located at 55 Abendroth Ave., Port
Chester. Info: 914-939-2425 or visit www.
saltaireoysterbar.com.

Eastchester Fish Gourmet & Market.
Serving soft shells all season long. They
shop the new Fulton Fish Market each
week. You can take home from their market
a few doors down, too. Located at 837 Post
Rd., Scarsdale. Info: 914-725-3450 or visit
www.eastchesterfishgourmet.com.

Purdy’s Farmer & the Fish. Located
on a farm where they harvest herbs
and produce for the restaurant kitchen.
Seasonal soft shells are a specialty. There
is a rustic farmers market on site. Located
at 100 Titicus Rd., North Salem. Info: 914-
617-8380 or visit www.farmerandthefish.
com.

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing
consultant and former restaurant trade
magazine editor. He has been tracking
and writing about the food and dining
scene in greater Westchester for 30 years.
He may be reached at 914-235-6591 or at
gutreactions @optonline.net.

Crossword
Answers
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Warwick Drive-In is Well Worth the Trip for Outdoor Entertainment

As the Hudson Valley continues to
gradually reopen, everyone is looking to
get out of the house and enjoy the summer
weather. One of the first businesses to
reopen were the drive-in movie theaters.

I recently took a trip to the Warwick
Drive-In to enjoy a double feature and I
was not disappointed.

First, the cost was reasonable at $12 per
adult and $8 per child. It’s important to
make plans in advance as tickets sell out
quickly. We had to purchase our tickets a
week in advance for a Thursday showing,
so keep that in mind.

There are three different screens for
viewing with a variety of movies for the
whole family. I chose to see “Bad Boys for
Life” and “Invisible Man,” but I noticed
on the screen next to ours, there was a
showing of “Trolls: World Tour” and “Sonic
the Hedgehog.”

Each car has an adequately wide parking
spot that allows for social distancing
compliance. The concession stands are
open, but you can also bring your own
food. The bathrooms are a little confined,
so make sure to wear masks, but the vast
majority of people were adhering to PPE
and social distancing rules.

The movie was scheduled for 7 p.m.,
but the screening didn’'t start until 8:30
p.m. because it obviously has to be dark.
I would keep that in mind as we arrived at
about 6:45 p.m., which was definitely too
early.

Overall, the Warwick Drive-In was a fun

CHERYLINE PEZZULLO PHOTO

A night at the Warwick Drive-In is a safe, fun and
affordable night out for the entire family.

experience and is an awesome summer
activity for the whole family that provides
a small escape from living rooms.

“Bad Boy for Life.” I will preface this
review with the fact that I did not see
the first two movies of this franchise.
The movie takes place in Miami, as the

The

promise
of
standing
together

© Nuvance Health

Danbury Hospital | New Milford Hospital | Northern Dutchess Hospital
Norwalk Hospital | Putnam Hospital | Sharon Hospital | Vassar Brothers Medical Center

To all the heroes helping us
get through, thank you

Today, we see heroes all around
us—on the frontlines, in our
communities even at home, doing
their part for the greater good.
Thank you for helping protect
what we cherish most—our health.
There's promise in standing
together. And that promise will
help us overcome anything.

We are right here with you at

Nuvance
“' Health.

entire series does, with
Mike Lowrey (Will Smith)
and Marcus Burnett (Martin
Lawrence) celebrating
Marcus’ retirement to spend
more time with his family.

However, the night is
ruined as a drive-by shooting
triggers an investigation
and action-filled chase. The
antagonist of the movie
is Isabel Aretas (Kate del
Castillo) who is a widowed
drug kingpin seeking
vengeance for her husband’s
incarceration and death. She
sends her son on a killing
spree based off a list that includes Lowrey.

The film isn’t well-written and its acting
leaves much to be desired. However, if you
watch this movie for what it is, a typical
popcorn action flick, then you will be
entertained. There were
definitely funny moments
and I didn’t feel lost
without seeing the first
two installments of the
franchise.

“Bad Boys for Life”
was entertaining, but
don’t expect any Oscars
coming its way.

Rating: 5.5/10

“Invisible Man.” Now, I know what
you're probably thinking: Horror movies
are the worst, they always give me

By Rick M.

nightmares and they have
stupid plots.

I would implore you to
reconsider in the case of
“Invisible Man.” It’s one of
the best horror movies I've
seen.

The plot centers around
Cecilia Kass, who attempts
to escape her abusive
relationship with tech
prodigy, Adrian Griffin. She
finds out soon after she
escapes that Adrian has died.
Adrian, surprisingly, leaves
Cecilia $5 million in his
will. However, Cecilia soon
realizes his presence has not left her side
and is haunted by Adrian, even though she
cannot see him.

Elizabeth Moss puts in another
masterful performance that immediately
gives the film credibility.
The plot, although slightly
far-fetched, is definitely
more cohesive and realistic
than the majority of horror
movies. With a few twists
and turns, this film will
keep you in suspense more
than it terrifies you, which
is what makes it great.

“Invisible Man” is certainly worth a
watch whether or not care for the horror
genre.

Rating: 8.5/10

Pezzullo
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After perhaps the
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most puzzling week
in our nation’s his-
tory, I'm nearly at a
loss for words. For
the first time in more
than three decades as
a local sports enthusi-
ast/columnist, I don’t
know what to say
about the state of our
great nation; sports,
health, politics or
otherwise.

This particular take
may not age well at
all, but I'm sick and tired of coming straight
home to nothing but the unequivocal love of
my beautiful wife and children, which, I prom-
ise, is something I'll never take for granted.
But we’ve had our fair share of family time
during the last three inactive, recreation-free
months. And, like so many others during this
COVID-19 pandemic, I've lost a portion of
my livelihood and income I hope to recoup
down the road.

More than that, though, my mental and
physical well-being is at stake as we remain
in this uneasy lockdown. Luckily, my kids
have adjusted from student athletes to house
cats, or I'd have driven them crazy without
the local sports circuit soaking up much of
our time.

For the first time in 31 years, [ was not on
a Section 1 baseball diamond for Memorial
Day weekend, so I didn’t know what to do
with myself without Lakeland High School
chasing its potential three-peat this spring.
For the first time in 31 years I didn’t get to
see 40-time Section 1 champion Yorktown
challenge for the boys’ lax title #Facts!

We were also denied the Class A title
defense of the Walter Panas softball team,
missed out on Class AA Mahopac pitcher
Shannon Becker’s ballyhooed junior cam-
paign and lost the chance to see if 2019 Class
AA softball runner-up White Plains was
poised to take that championship leap. Bri-
arcliff was denied the opportunity to start a
boys’ lax dynasty after winning it all in 2019.
So much was stolen from our kids as we “flat-
tened the curve,” including a raucous prom
night and a suitable graduation ceremony.

We didn’t get the chance to see if Rye could
challenge both Lakeland on the diamond and
Yorktown on the lax green in an attempt to
fulfill one of the greatest championship runs
in Section 1 history. With football and boys’
hoops titles already in the hopper, the Gar-
nets were seeking a rare triple crown at the
very least this spring.

Love ’em or hate ’em, that would have
been fun to witness no matter the outcome,
but for this godforsaken lockdown, which
has destroyed national morale and kicked
the Class of 2020 right between the chops.
There will always be a soft spot in my heart
for this year’s graduates and those students
who were denied a fitting finale for 13 years
of grind.

Sports has always helped us weave our
way through dire straits. I'd like to think that
my son and daughter and I are ready to hit
an outdoor batting cage for 45 minutes with-

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports
Editor @Directrays
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The Class of 2020, including these seniors from Putnam Valley High, deserved a far better fate than the hand they were dealt.

out the fear of contracting coronavirus from
some distant droplets. There’s only so many
catches we can have in the yard before they
bolt back to Fortnite and shut me out for the
rest of the day.

I'd like to imagine my son can shoot some
hoops with his friends in a lo-
cal park because there’s only
so many games of Around
the World and Horse that we
can kick each other’s @$$ in,
though the old man still owns
a distinct advantage. I'd like
to believe that it’s time to re-
open America because I'm tired of just ac-
cepting information from people who may or
may not be accurate regarding COVID-19.
(Where is the #ScarfLady?)

I'm a grown-ass man and I'm ready to uti-
lize my common sense to protect my fam-
ily and those around me. Locking me down
for an entire summer — with no baseball in
sight — isn’t the answer. I need to see and be
part of the local and national sports scene. I
desperately need an afternoon at the pool af-
terward, sipping cocktails and talking sports
with family and friends somewhere between
three and six feet apart this summer.

Yes, thousands have died since this virus
was unleashed this winter, and it’s only been
complicated by other situations and the cul-

tural upheaval this country needs to come to
grips with and radically change. Reform is
certainly in order, but defunding police de-
partments across the country is the last thing
we want to do. Lawlessness will ensue, crim-
inality will overrun us and chaos will abound
whether you like law enforce-
ment or not (PS., I do!).

Like sports, society needs
rules. Otherwise, drug abuse
will flourish and young chil-
dren will be lured in. Murders
will rise. Hooliganism will run
rampant at sporting events.
Imagine what Raider Nation could be like
when it relocates from Oakland to Vegas this
fall without proper supervision before and af-
ter a tailgate party. Parks and schools will be
vulnerable, as will our children.

Think about that. Schools and parks sus-
ceptible to unfathomable levels of crime
should we defund the police. The antics of a
few bad seeds in our criminal justice system
cannot take us all down, though they must
be addressed and corrected immediately. Can
you imagine domestic disturbances without
police intervention? Every city that defunds
police departments will experience an his-
toric rise in violent crime, so go ahead and
do so. I'll pray that Scooby and Shaggy pull
up in the Mystery Machine to handle what-

ever issues you encounter when local PD. is
defunded. Me? I'll stay right here in the cozy
confines of my town where the current train
of thought is driven by safety and logic, and
some of our worst fears are hell-bent hockey
dads and mean-spirited cheer moms #Mom-
maDrama.

I maintain ballfields for a living and over-
see a large town park in Putnam Valley as an
occupation that fills my heart with joy, but it
pains me dearly to see these pristine fields
untouched every day. Bring back the div-
ots, bring back the giant holes alongside the
pitching rubber and home plate, give me a
dugout full of splintered seeds and scattered
water bottles. It’s time to mandate and regu-
late some rules that will allow our children
to flourish in their intended roles. Because
living in fear is not an option.

PS.: Saints QB Drew Brees, who has been
a model citizen throughout his NFL career,
said all the right things on both accounts;
both initially and apologetically. (Google it if
you've been under a rock.) Had he tied them
together in one tidy knot from the onset,
nobody could have vilified him for both so-
cial reform and patriotism, neither of which
should be disparaged.

Have a great week and let’s hope Phase 2
gets our country rocking and our kids back
out on ballfields again!
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The last several months have taught us a lot about what’s essential. Essential workers. Learn more about our
Essential supplies. Essential businesses. Now it’s time to attend to another essential — your health. safety precautions at
Not getting prompt, proper, regular medical care can have long-term consequences. wphospital.org/safety

At White Plains Hospital and our physicians’ practices, we’ve exceeded the state and federal
guidelines to protect you. Infection control was always our priority, and now we’ve taken further
action, creating separate COVID patient areas, implementing extensive cleaning practices, and

screening for all staff and patients. White Plains Hospital
Exceptional. Every day.

Because staying safe means staying healthy And your health is essential. A MEMBER OF THE MONTEFIORE HEALTH SYSTEM
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For the Price of a Few Cups of Coffee
Honor Your Graduate Today.

Juat 8 Pet, Wond/

Submit a salute to your graduate — or the class of 2020 more
broadly — and we’ll publish the note
in our June 30 Graduation Section in print and
across our digital platforms.
Upload your message and photo on our
Graduation Section 2020 web page:
http:/ /www.theexaminernews.com/salute-your-graduate-2020/

Photos are an exira $5 but not required. ¢ Deadline is Wednesday, June 24

Email advertising@theexaminernews.com for more information.

(These ads are separate and disconnected to an unrelated Bedford Schools
graduation section sponsored by the Fox Lane High School Association,
which we’re publishing the prior week, on June 23).

Our students have never been more deserving of applause.
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