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By Rick Pezzullo

White Plains Mayor Tom Roach is proud 
of the way the city’s approximately 60,000 
residents and businesses have responded 
to the coronavirus pandemic.

“We’re doing a lot and it’s working well. 
We’re seeing tremendous compliance by 
our residents,” Roach told Westchester 
County Executive George Latimer during 
a Facebook chat last week. “I love my city. 
I love my people and we’ll be coming out 
of this together. Remember we’re standing 
together by staying apart.”

As of April 20, there were 1,008 reported 
cases of COVID-19 in White Plains. That 
pales in comparison to 3,878 cases in Yonk-
ers, 1,655 in Mount Vernon and 1,700 in 
New Rochelle.

Roach has been updating residents dai-

ly on social media, robocalls and the city’s 
website and the city has been trying to as-
sist merchants who remain open through 
such measures as providing 10-minute free 
parking in front of restaurants for custom-
ers ordering take-out.

“Everyone has been cooperative,” 
Roach said. “People realize how serious 
this is. Everyone is rowing together and 
I’m proud of that.”

Roach praised the efforts of the doc-
tors, nurses and other employees at White 
Plains Hospital, which he  called the “best 
hospital in the region.”

“The quality of care there is amazing,” 
said Roach, who noted he was “cured of 
cancer” at the hospital and his two sons 
were born there. “The work they do is tre-
mendous. I can’t say enough. The people 
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By Rick Pezzullo

The owner of a sports training 
facility in Elmsford is looking to 
lend a helping hand to the hospi-
tal where his daughter is a nurse 
in the pediatric oncology unit.

Eric Holtz, a resident of White 
Plains and owner of Game On 13, 
has ordered boxes of masks with a 
Game on 13 logo that he is selling 
for $10 each once they arrive this 
week. For every mask he sells, he 

is planning to donate two ordinary 
hospital masks to families of pedi-
atric patients at Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Hospital in Manhattan.

“For me it’s passing the time 
and doing something to help oth-
ers who can’t help themselves,” 
Holtz said. “If I’m able to help oth-
ers it makes me feel so good.”

Having worked in the clothing 
manufacturing business in the 
past, Holtz explained he reached 
out to some former colleagues 

when he came up with the idea of 
producing masks. The Game on 
13 masks will have a few differ-
ent designs and will be available 
for purchase on Facebook or by 
email.

Because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, Game on 13 has been 
closed since March 21. Like most 
business owners, Holtz can’t pre-
dict when he will be able to open 

One of the Game on 13 masks that will be sold to benefit others.

Sports Training Facility Owner 
Giving Back to Hospital

By Martin Wilbur

Westchester County faces a 
projected $90 to $160 million rev-
enue shortfall this year because 
of the coronavirus-induced eco-
nomic shutdown, forcing officials 
to begin taking cost-cutting steps 
to narrow the gaping budget 
hole.

County Executive George Lat-
imer, who delivered the sobering 
news last Wednesday afternoon, 
said most of the deficit would be 
the estimated $60 million to $125 
million loss in sales tax revenue. 
There would also be another $10 
million lost through the hotel 
occupancy tax with much of the 
balance of the shortfall a result 
of the anticipated vanishing of 
Parks Department revenue.

Latimer said all possibilities 
as to how to tackle the loom-
ing fiscal catastrophe will be up 
for discussion in the weeks and 
months ahead.

“At the end of the day we’re 
not going to sugarcoat this for 
the residents of Westchester 
County,” Latimer said. “This is 
a fiscal disaster. It’s going to be 

a fiscal disaster for your town, 
for your village, for your city, for 
your school district, for your fire 
district.”

The first phase of a realloca-
tion of resources includes three 
steps that will account for an es-
timated $21 million, Latimer said. 
One step will be to apply $10 mil-
lion the county had earmarked 
for its reserve fund toward the 
deficit.

The other measures, which 
have already been approved by 
the Board of Legislators, will be 
to bond an estimated $6 million 
to $8 million for tax certiorari 
payments, and to borrow for pen-
sions, cutting costs by about an-
other $5 million.

Latimer said these initial ac-
tions are not what he wants to do 
but the unprecedented situation 
leaves him and his administra-
tion with few options.

“We had had that practice for 
many years,” the county execu-
tive said of the bonding for those 
expenses. “I was critical of that 
practice but now we’ve saved 
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Nurses and employees at White Plains Hospital were praised for their dedication by Mayor Tom 
Roach.
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money for a rainy day. The rainy 
day has come. It is actually a fis-
cal monsoon that has arrived.”

Also on the table is the possi-
bility of a tax increase despite La-
timer’s pledge last summer that 
if the county received state ap-
proval to increase the sales tax to 
8.375 percent, there would be no 
property tax increases for Fiscal 
Years 2020 and 2021. There was a 
slight tax decrease in the current 
year’s budget.

However, Latimer said late 

last week that a tax hike “would 
be one of the last steps” he would 
take to bridge the gap. The budg-
et hole is so deep that it would be 
impossible to raise taxes enough 
to solve the problem.

County estimates project the 
$90 million deficit if the econo-
my restarts on June 1, while the 
deepest hole of $160 million is if 
it’s delayed until Sept. 1, Latimer 
said.

A key unknown is the timing 
of the lifting of the restrictions 
and what kind of economic activ-

ity that will yield, the county ex-
ecutive said. Some believe there 
will be pent up demand but there 
is also fear that people will be 
hesitant to return to normal with-
out treatments or a vaccine.

“I think when these things are 
available people will breathe easy 
and go out and live our lives,” La-
timer said. “Until then, it’s going 
to be dubious with some people, 
even if we in government say, 
‘Fine, we’ve got the contagion 
down to a certain level.’”

Another factor is the fate of 

the summer season at the county 
pools and beaches and at Play-
land. With NY PAUSE in effect 
until at least May 15, Playland will 
not make its traditional second 
weekend opening in May. The 
most optimistic opening is Me-
morial Day weekend and there 
is the chance the entire summer 
season at the pools, beaches, 
Playland and the annual ethnic 
festivals could be in jeopardy.

He said there would be at least 
a second and a third phase to the 
plan, officially dubbed Westch-

ester Forward, in the coming 
weeks and months to try to close 
the gap further.

However, Latimer vowed that 
he would not put residents’ lives 
at risk for the sake of the econ-
omy.

“We will not sacrifice people’s 
lives on the altar of economics,” 
Latimer said. “We will make 
these decisions with the eco-
nomic impact in mind. We’ll put 
public health first. We will put the 
health and the lives of the people 
first.”
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Social Distancing is one of the most effective ways to avoid coronavirus infection. It simply means 
avoiding crowded settings, mass gatherings and maintaining a 6-foot distance from others when possible. 

We know that this may mean missing an event you’ve been looking forward to, or breaking your weekly 
routine, but it will also protect you and those around you.

Northwell Health is built for situations just like this 
and we’ll continue to share facts and tips in the 
days to come. Because knowledge is contagious too.

Get the facts at 
Northwell.edu/Prepared

Information is healthy.
Fear is not.
What is Social Distancing?

Facts and guidelines related to coronavirus are constantly evolving. The facts contained here are Northwell’s best judgment at time of publication.

that work there are our neighbors. They 
go to work every day and work miracles, 
never more than they are today. We’re so 
fortunate to have them here.”

The Westchester County Center in 
White Plains has been transformed by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers into a make-

shift medical facility to handle the overflow 
of patients if needed.

“It’s an example of all levels of gov-
ernment working together,” Roach said. 
“We’re happy to see it in our city. It’s un-
believable to see. We hope we don’t need 
it, but it’s comforting to know it’s there.”

Mayor Proud of White Plains 
Response to Coronavirus

County Faces Shortfall; Begins Steps to Address Damage
Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1
his doors again.

“I can’t answer that. We don’t have a 
timeline,” said Holtz, who noted when his 
facility is in full swing he has about 40 em-
ployees. “So much of this stuff is so up in 
the air. It’s unprecedented.”

Particularly difficult for Holtz is baseball 
and the spring sports season is normally a 
busy time of year.

“Most of my business is seasonal. It’s 
based on need and availability,” Holtz said. 
“I’m just trying to take life one day at a 
time.”

Sports Training Facility Owner 
Giving Back to Hospital

Continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur

New York State began the most vigorous 
antibody testing in the nation on Monday, a 
step that officials hope will eventually help 
lead to the gradual reopening of the state’s 
economy.

The state has reached out to some of 
the top private labs in New York, such 
as Northwell Health, which operates 23 
hospitals statewide, including Phelps and 
Northern Westchester.  

Antibody testing is needed to discover 
who has been infected with COVID-19 and 
could likely return to work safely because of a 
level of immunity. Public health experts have 
speculated that as many as 20 to 50 percent of 
those who have been infected with the virus 
had mild symptoms or were asymptomatic.

Throughout the past week and again on 
Monday, Gov. Andrew Cuomo repeatedly 
urged the federal government to help 
with opening up the supply chains that is 
preventing the states from accessing all of the 
equipment required to undertake the level of 
robust testing that is needed.

The governor said that shortages in 
critical components to complete the antibody 
tests, such as swabs, vials and reagents, are 
inhibiting the process.

“The goal is to do the maximum amount 
of testing as we possibly can because that’s 
the way our economy can reopen,” Northwell 
Health President and CEO Michael Dowling 
said on Sunday. “If you don’t do the testing, 
like the governor said, and you make too rash 
a move, open too quickly, then you walk into 
the scenario that you just described, and that 
would be one of the most dangerous things 
you could possibly do.”

Cuomo said he wants to start with a 
cautious reopening of the economy but 
doesn’t want to regress and reignite the acute 
public health emergency experienced last 
month and into early April. Despite a public 
spat with President Donald Trump last Friday, 
Cuomo said the states should coordinate 
the logistics of testing but don’t have the 
wherewithal to repair the supply chains, 
calling it “a quagmire.”

“The big question on the testing is the 
national manufacturers’ supply chain and 
getting that up to scale quickly,” Cuomo said.

Dowling said after the initial rollout during 
the upcoming week where about 2,000 daily 
tests will be done, Northwell’s labs will 
eventually be able to complete 10,000 tests 
a day. Northwell is just one of many labs that 
will be testing, he said.

The antibody tests will be conducted 
randomly by region taking a representative 
sampling based on percentage of the state’s 
population, Cuomo said.

Throughout the week, the governor also 
sounded the alarm on the lack of funding for 
states to help pay for coronavirus-related 
expenses. He said the National Governors 
Association, of which he is vice president, has 
estimated that about $500 billion is needed to 
help the states. The latest version of the next 
federal legislation once again does not include 
money for states, he said Monday.

Without relief, Cuomo said early projections 
of 20 percent across-the-board cuts in 
education, hospitals and local government 
may be necessary.

“This is the worst time to do this,” he said. 
“New Yorkers need funding for this budget. We 

can’t do it otherwise.”
Word on the antibody testing and the lack 

of federal funding comes as another 478 New 
Yorkers died Sunday from COVID-19-related 
illness, the first day since Apr. 2 with less than 
500 deaths in the state. There have been 776 
deaths through Sunday in Westchester and 
37 in Putnam County, according to the state 
Department of Health daily tracker.

Westchester County Executive George 
Latimer said Monday there were 10,080 active 
cases and 1,089 current hospitalizations, the 
lowest number of COVID-19 hospitalizations 
in 12 days.

Statewide the hospitalizations have slowly 
fallen for seven consecutive days, from well 
over 18,000 a week ago to slightly more than 

16,000 through Sunday.
The federal 

government did provide 
the state with 1.5 million 
cloth masks since Cuomo 
issued an executive order 
last Wednesday mandating 
that anyone who goes out in public and unable 
to maintain social distancing must wear a facial 
covering.

In other decisions, Cuomo proposed as 
much as 50 percent hazard pay bonus for 
frontline workers, including nurses, transit 
workers, building maintenance staff and others 
who must show up to work because they have 
essential roles, putting their own health at risk. 

Many of theses workers are minorities 

who have been hit 
disproportionately hard in 
the pandemic, he said.

“You know what, 
thanks is nice but also 
recognition of their efforts 
and their sacrifice is also 

appropriate,” Cuomo said. “They’re the ones 
carrying us through this crisis, and this crisis 
is not over.”

Over the weekend, an amended executive 
order allows anyone in the state who is licensed 
to officiate a marriage to do so remotely. The 
original order allowed only clerks to administer 
the vows via technology.

State Launches Antibody Testing as Part of Reopening Strategy

ON SALE IN STORE!DOZENS OF OTHER ITEMS

Now you can take us with you wherever 
you go! Download our Mobile App!

''The wines you want before you know you want them." 

THANKSGIVING WINE TASTING 
Saturday, NOVEMBER 17 • 12:00 - 5:00 pm 

Do your shopping early for the Holidays as we will be sampling a bunch of delicious wines 
that will pair well with all the trirnrnings on your Thanksgiving table! 

WEEKLY SPECIALS November 6 • 12 
Santa Luz Sauvignon Blanc ..................................... $6.97 
Colonia Las Liebres ................................................. $7 .97 
Bogle Merlot ............................................................ $7.97 
Santa Julia Organic Tempranillo ............................... $7 .97 
Man Family Sauvignon Blanc ................................... $7.97 
19 Crimes Red ........................................................ $7.97 
Pots De Vins Rouge ................................................. $8.97 
Sand Point Pinot Noir .............................................. $8.97 
The Great American Red .......................................... $8.97 
Steinig Gruner Veltliner ............................................ $8.97 
Veramonte Cabernet ................................................ $8.97 
Murphy-Goode Red .................................................. $9.97 
Relax Riesling .......................................................... $9.97 
Jelu Pinot Noir ....................................................... $10.97 
Ch. Lamothe De Haux White .................................. $11.97 
Tenuta La Favola Nero ............................................ $11.97 
Falchini Vernaccia .................................................. $11.97 
Thouars Les Georges Chinon .................................. $11.97 
Ch. De Valmar ....................................................... $11.97 
Guigal Cotes Du Rhone .......................................... $11.97 
Zenato Valpolicella ................................................ $11.97 
Durigutti Cabernet ................................................. $11.97 
Cecchin Chardonnay .............................................. $12.97 
Millbrook Tocai Friulano ......................................... $12.97 
North Fork Project Merlot ...................................... $12.97 
Coppola Claret ...................................................... $13.97 
Vistalago Red Blend .............................................. $13.97 
Louis Martini Sonoma Cabernet .. .......................... $13.97 
Skouras Saint George ............................................ $13.97 
Gut Hermannsberg Riesling Trocken ....................... $14.97 
La Crema Monterey Chardonnay ............................ $15.97 
L'echellette Bourgogne Rouge ............................... $15.97 
Rogue Vine ltata Blanco ........................................ $15.97 
Force Celeste Chenin Blanc ................................... $16.97 
Rolet Arbois Chardonnay ....................................... $19.97 
Ravines Pinot Noir ................................................. $19.97 

SPIRITS ON SALE 
Fleischmann's Vodka 1.75L ........................... $12.97 
Clan MacGregor Scotch 1.75L... .................... $19.97 
Arette Blanco Tequila 1L ............................... $20.97 
Sailor Jerry Spiced Rum 1L ........................... $24.97 
Hendrick's Gin 750ml .................................... $31.97 
Bulleit Bourbon 750ml .................................. $33.97 

DOZENS OF OTHER ITEMS 
ON SALE IN STORE! 

FREE 
DELIVERY! 
Did you know that you can have 

Northern Westchester's best 
selection of wines and spirits 

delivered right to your 
door ••• for free? 

Give us a call or check out our 
website for details. 

Apothic Freefall 
Red Sangria 

$9.97 $13.97 
Santa Margherita Oyster Bay 

Pinot Grigio Sauvignon Blanc 
$23.97 $11.97 
Grey Goose Ninety Plus 

Vodka Sauvlgnon Blanc 
1.75L $49.97 $9.97 

Donlnl McManis 
Plnot Grlglo Cabernet 

1.5L $9.97 $8.97 
Frenzy Ketel One 

Sauvignon Blanc Vodka 
$9.97 1.75L S39.97 

Hanging Vine Santi 
Cabernet Plnot Grlglo 
S9.97 S9.97 

Alma De Los Andes Dewar's 
Malbec Scotch 

WINES ON SALE THRU NOVEMBER! 
Smoking Loon Chardonnay ................................... $7.97 
Bogle Sauvignon Blanc ......................................... $7.97 
Tratturi Primitivo ................................................... $7.97 
C'est La Vie Rouge ............................................... $8.97 
Elsa Bianchi Torrontes .......................................... $8.97 
Root 1 Carmenere ................................................ $8.97 
Nederburg Cabernet ............................................. $8.97 
Hilanda Monastrell ............................................... $9.97 
Furst Dry Riesling 1L ............................................ $9.97 
Underwood Pinot Noir ........................................ $10.97 
Hahn Merlot ...................................................... $10.97 
Artner Zweigelt .................................................. $11. 9 7 
Ch. De Brague Bordeaux Red ............................ $11.97 
Vrac Cotes Du Rhone Rouge .............................. $11.97 
Dom Rottiers Beaujolais Villages ....................... $11.97 
Murgo Etna Bianco ............................................ $11.97 
Perrini Negroamaro ............................................ $11.97 
Farnatella Chianti .............................................. $11.97 
Argiolas Costamolino ......................................... $11.97 
Occam's Razor Columbia Red ............................ $11.97 
Marietta Old Lot Vat 67 Red .............................. $11.97 
Quinta De Alorna Cabernet.. .............................. $11.97 
La Cana Albarino ............................................... $12.97 
Triennes Viognier ............................................... $12.97 
Coume Du Roy Le Desir ..................................... $12.97 
James Petit Bourgueil ........................................ $13.97 
Felino Cabernet ................................................. $14.97 
Empire State Dry Riesling .................................. $15.97 
Clos Bellane Cotes Du Rhone Blanc .................. $15.97 
Bodegas Lan Rioja Reserve ............................... $15.97 
Cecchin Malbec Roble ....................................... $15.97 
Numanthia Termes ............................................. $16.97 
Meiomi Pinot Noir .............................................. $18.97 
Dom Chalet Pouilly Fuisse ................................. $19.97 
Gerard Millet Sancerre ....................................... $19.97 
Southern Right Pinotage .................................... $23.97 

MAGNUMS ON SALE 
Carta Vieja Sauvignon Blanc ........................ $7.97 
Estrella Chardonnay ...................................... $7.97 
Trapiche Malbec ........................................... $9.97 
Rapa Nui Sauvignon Blanc ........................... $9.97 
Cadonini Pinot Noir ...................................... $9.97 
Sutter Home White Zinfandel ........................ $9.97 
Beringer Pink Moscato ................................ $10.97 
Forest Glen Cabernet.. ................................ $10.97 
BV Red Blend ............................................. $10.97 $14.97 1.75L $34.97 Johnnie Walker Black 1L ............................... $51.97 Agustinos Merlot ........................................ $11.97 

� 
WESTCHESTER'S FINE WINE & SPIRITS DESTINATION All prices 

u•• � CHECK US OUT AT: www.suburbanwines.com !!:!:'.: 
uson r""-- MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am - 9pm • SUNDAY 12pm - 5pm • SALE STARTS NOVEMBER 6 through NOVEMBER 12 ot�:=se 

ROUTE 118 • YORKTOWN GREEN SHOPPING CENTER· YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY· 914-962-3100 
WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS • WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES • SALE PRICES ARE FOR STORE STOCK ONLY! 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am - 6pm • Sunday 12pm - 5 pm • April 21st to April 27th 
 379 Downing Drive • Yorktown Heights, NY • 914-962-3100

Josh
Cabernet
$11.97

Cavit 
Pinot Grigio

$11.97
Blackstone 

Merlot
$7.97

Meiomi 
Pinot Noir
$17.97

 19 
Crimes Red

$7.97
 Santa Margherita  

Pinot Grigio
$21.97

Stolichnaya 
Vodka

$29.97
Kim Crawford 

Sauvignon Blanc
$12.97

Barefoot Chard,
Cab& Pinot Grigio

$9.97
Smirnoff 

Vodka
$18.971.5L

1.5L

Grey Goose 
Vodka

$39.97
Clos Du Bois 
Chardonnay

$9.97 1.5L 1.5L

Kendall Jackson 
Chardonnay  

$11.97
LaMarca 
Presecco
$15.97
Bombay 

Sapphire Gin
$38.97

Mondavi Bourbon 
Barrel Cabernet

$11.97
 Yellow Tail 

Pinot Grigio 
$9.97

 Ruffi no 
Chianti 
$9.97

1.75L

1.75L

1.75 L

1.5L

Hendricks 
Gin 

$29.97

Woodbridge Cab 
or Chardonnay

$9.97

1.75L

Jack 
Daniels
$47.971.75L

Ketel One 
Vodka

$37.971.75L

Tito’s 
Vodka 

$31.971.75L

Dewars 
Scotch
$32.971.75L

W I N E S  &  S P I R I T S

Call us at 914-962-3100 or visit our website 
WWW.SUBURBANWINES.COM for more information.

EXPRESS CURBSIDE PICK-UP& FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

W I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SSTORE 
UPDATE
STORE 

We have adjusted our business hours for the time being in order to better 
serve the public and keep everyone safe. Monday -Saturday 9am-6pm, 

Sunday 12pm - 5 pm. While we continue to be open, please continue 
to take advantage of our two most important services:

CORONAVIRUS 
UPDATE
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By Martin Wilbur

New Castle officials have concluded 
that they do not have authority to impose 
a temporary leaf blower ban during the 
COVID-19 crisis despite calls from several 
residents last week urging the Town Board 
to consider the action.

Supervisor Ivy Pool said that the town’s 
counsel advised the board that any executive 
order issued would be subject to state 
Department of Health approval unless a ban 

was limited to municipal employees or town 
property. Furthermore, if an approval was 
obtained, it would be valid for only five days.

The agency’s approval would be needed 
because New Castle does not have an 
existing leaf blower law on the books, Pool 
said. Issuing an order would be “executive 
overreach” and damage any goodwill that 
has been gathered as the town debates 
regulating use of the gas-powered machines, 
she said.

Various forms of legislation have been 

periodically debated by town officials, 
residents and area landscapers for about two 
years since former New Castle Sustainability 
Advisory Board (SAB) member Rand 
Manasse delivered a report outlining how 
gas-powered blowers were harmful to the 
health of the operator and residents and 
produced high carbon emission levels.

The original legislation received angry 
pushback from landscaping companies and 
some residents, although the town has been 
making progress on compromise legislation.  

“I’m afraid that by doing so would hurt our 
chances of passing leaf blower legislation by 
undermining my credibility as well as the 
credibility, Rand, of the work that you’ve 
done on behalf of the SAB,” said Pool, a 
strong proponent of regulating leaf blowers.

The supervisor also mentioned legislation 
that the town continues to work on would 
be reasonably consistent with some other 
northern Westchester municipalities. None 
of those towns are considering emergency 
bans, she said.

The issue was raised during the broadcast 
of last week’s Town Board meeting. 
Conservation Board member Victoria 
Alzapiedi said that the villages of Croton-
on-Hudson, Sleepy Hollow, Tarrytown, 
Larchmont and Mamaroneck have all 
suspended the use of the blowers because 
of concern for their residents’ respiratory 
health.

She said that whether someone had the 
virus or pre-existing respiratory issues such 
as asthma, the issue is one the town could 

control.
“Whatever negatives people can think of, 

the benefits, the health benefits for adults and 
children alike for our residents, our seniors, 
for everyone in our town, this is some action 
we can absolutely take,” Alzapiedi said.

Manasse said that with landscapers still 
performing basic maintenance and pest 
control through the COVID-19 emergency, 
this is a crucial time for the town to consider 
the temporary measure. The blowers cause 
particulate matter to be airborne, which is 
harmful to those who are compromised, and 
it isn’t known yet if the coronavirus is on the 
ground whether it can be blown and carried.

“I do understand that it is an added burden 
for residents not being able to clean their 
properties and the extra cost that might be 
borne by having to wait for something like 
that at a time when people are trying to 
conserve their costs, but I find the health 
risk is greater than the actual cost,” Manasse 
said.

The rest of the board agreed with Pool, 
preferring to wait until the town has 
legislation in place.

Councilman Jason Lichtenthal said he 
has suspended landscaping on his property 
believing that it wasn’t an essential service, 
but didn’t want to jump the gun and impose 
any type of restriction before it is fully 
debated.

The Town Board is scheduled to discuss 
reworked leaf blower legislation during its 
Tuesday evening work session this week.

In Need of a Cup of Joe
The drive-through line at the 
Chappaqua Crossing Starbucks 
caused quite a traffic jam outside 
Whole Foods on Saturday. The 
line might have been long but 
with everyone in their cars 
at least they were socially 
distanced.

New Castle Nixes Possibility of Emergency Leaf Blower Ban 

While we understand the uncertainties of today, it is in times
like these that working with an informed and educated

industry professional can make all the difference in the world.  
 

As professional Realtors, we are keeping a close eye on the
market. While it can't quite be "business as usual" right now,
there is still strength and activity happening daily. If you are
interested in taking advantage of the opportunities, we are
here to guide and assist you, whether it's through actual or

virtual showings, listing for sale, or leasing. 
 

The health & safety of the clients we serve is our top priority. We
urge you to continue to support local businesses. We're here to

help with all your real estate needs now & into the future.

Sharon L. Foley
Lic. Real Estate Salesperson
C: 914.649.1157
E: Sharon.Foley@ERA.com

370 Manville Road
Pleasantville

914.769.2222

To:   Jonathan Garcia      Email/Fax: jonathanbcfh@gmail.com
The following is a Proof of your ad that will appear in the St James Directory. Please respond with your approval or 
changes by 10/3/2016, so we are sure that your ad will run correctly for the year.
This proof was sent to you by LPi’s Design department. Please respond to our Customer Service department, not your sales representative. 
Customer Service can be reached at 1-800-477-4574 EXT. 6234 OR cle-adcopy@4LPi.com.

PROOF

St. James the Apostle
Directory Proof 

Garcia2144 (03-1199-0012)

Thank you for your business. This proof is for your protection. It is your opportunity to catch any errors made during the processing of your ad. LPi is not responsible for any error that is not 
marked. All photographs, copy, layout, design and reproductions are the sole property of LPi and  may not be reproduced or redistributed in any manner
whatsoever. Colors of this proof may not accurately reflect the printed publication.

This ad will be printed
as shown unless changes

are indicated.4560 East 71st St. • Cuyahoga 
Heights, OH 44105
Fax: 216-325-6872

1-800-477-4574 EXT. 6234
adcopy@4LPi.com

Joseph J. Balsamo
Jonathan W. Garcia - Licensed Manager 

John R. Balsamo

NYS Specialized Funeral Directors

Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home
(845) 225-2144 • 15 Church Street, Carmel. NY

Balsamo Funeral Home
(718) 597-8380 • 3188 Westchester Avenue, Bronx, NY

Harrison Funeral Home
(914) 835-0284 • 329 Halstead Avenue, Harrison, NY

JonathanBCFH@gmail.com

- Pre-need Specialists - Cremation Packages
- 3rd Generation, 75 years established

- Large Parking Area
WE SUPPORT:

Our Lady of the Lakes Knights of Columbus - Carmel Police Dept.
Carmel Fire Dept. -   Carmel Veteran Organizations

FAMILY OWNED AND MANAGED

Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home
(845) 225-2144 • 15 Church Street, Carmel. NY

Balsamo Funeral Home
(718) 597-8380 • 3188 Westchester Avenue, Bronx, NY

Harrison Funeral Home
(914) 835-0284 • 329 Halstead Avenue, Harrison, NY

JonathanBCFH@gmail.com

- Pre-need Specialists - Cremation Packages

� ank You to Our First Responders & Health Care Workers

JOHN EHRLICH PHOTO
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By Sherrie Dulworth

Virtually overnight, the COVID-19 
pandemic has jolted society into a collective 
consciousness about a subject many people 
usually try to avoid – death and mortality. 

Dealing with death is part of the routine 
work experience for hospice employees. But 
the coronavirus has affected their work of 
caring for people with terminal illnesses.

Like other essential workplaces, the 
team at the White Plains-based Hospice of 
Westchester quickly made changes to work 
schedules and physical office boundaries to 
ensure physical distancing. 

“We used to meet in person every Tuesday 
and now caregivers call in their report to their 
directors,” explained Carol Townsend-Ross, 
director of clinical services.   “For now, they 
don’t come into the office but go straight home 
from patient visits.” 

One of the hardest adjustments for the 
hospice team and their patients has been 
the need to limit in-person visits to clinical 
caregivers only. Their goal is to help patients 
live as fully and comfortably as possible in their 
own surroundings until the end. 

Social workers, chaplains and bereavement 
counselors are all integral, but those team 
members now make virtual visits via phone 
or video. Visits from family and friends have 
also been curtailed. The isolation makes it 
more difficult to comfort the dying, said Chief 
Executive Officer Mary Spengler.

“Our whole mission is care and comfort, 
not only for the patient but for the family,” she 
said. “This grief and grieving has been equally 

challenging to our staff.” 
When clinical caregivers meet with patients, 

the physical distancing is difficult. 
“Touch is key to what we do,” Spengler said.
The patients often live alone or with a frail or 

elderly spouse or a family-employed caregiver. 
Donning personal protective equipment, the 
hospice’s home health aides help patients with 
intimate comfort care like bathing. 

“The home health aides are among the 
unsung heroes,” said Spengler. 

Founded in 1991, Hospice of Westchester 
serves people who are diagnosed with a life-
limiting illness with a life expectancy of six 
months or less. The agency currently serves 
about 80 patients, most of whom live at home 
or in assisted living facilities or nursing homes. 

“If it wasn’t for hospice, those patients 
would be in the hospital,” Spengler noted. 

Along with their regularly scheduled visits, 
a nurse may be called to a patient’s home at 
any time. Spengler said the mission is 24/7. 

A registered nurse with more than 40 years 
in acute care settings, Spengler has been with 
Hospice of Westchester for nine years. She 
described the balancing act required for the 
63-person team.

“We are caring for patients and families, 
caring for our staff and caring for our 
organization,” she said.

When a hospice patient dies, a nurse 
helps to set the arrangements into motion. 
That’s usually routine, but with a growing 
total of COVID-19 deaths – more than 700 
people in Westchester County as of Apr. 18, 
funeral homes and crematories have become 
overwhelmed. 

Townsend-Ross, who has been with 
Hospice of Westchester for 10 years, talked 
about a time last week when at 3 a.m., she 
needed to coordinate arrangements among the 
area’s various funeral directors.

Bill Flooks, owner of Beecher Flooks 
Funeral Home in Pleasantville and chair of 
the development committee for Hospice 
of Westchester, said that with the delays 
mounting for funeral homes “we are in 
uncharted waters.”

“Once someone is on hospice, they need to 
have the conversation with their family and 
pre-plan so everyone knows what they want to 
do,” Flooks said. 

Last Thursday, Apr. 16, was National 

Healthcare Decisions Day, which is typically 
dedicated to stressing the importance of 
advance care planning and its associated 
issues such as choosing a healthcare advocate, 
advanced directives and organ donation. 

“Confronting end of life makes people think 
about resources, decisions and utilization 
of hospice services,” Spengler said. “The 
most significant comment we get back on 
satisfaction surveys is ‘We wish we had known 
about you sooner.’” Townsend-Ross added, 
“Talk. Have a conversation. Listen to what 
your family is saying and what they want. It’s 
about life and dying is a part of life.” 

Caring for Terminally Ill Patients in the Shadow of COVID-19

Hospice of Westchester CEO Mary Spengler, right, and Director of Clinical Services Carol Townsend-
Ross speak of the challenges facing Hospice of Westchester during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The NORTHERN WESTCHESTER
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Family Run. Owner Supervision on All Jobs.
Exceptional Quality and Service at Affordable Prices.

www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners

Lic# WC 10415H99
PC 1817-A
YNK#3807

DON’T BE THAT HOME-
OWNER WHO WAITS UNTIL 

THE LAST MINUE TO BUTTON 
UP THEIR HOME BEFORE 

WINTER IS HERE. CALL NOW 
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 

BEFORE YOUR
HOME CATCHES A COLD!

Visit our office & showroom to see the variety of products 
on display, or we will bring the showroom to you.
Family Run. Owner Supervision on All Jobs.

Exceptional Quality and Service at Affordable Prices.
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

914H271H9119 
2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY

   Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners

WC. Lic. #10415H99
P.C. Lic. #1817
YNK 307 
H-12519-07-23-00
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HOME. THERE IS STILL TIME  
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CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE 

ESTIMATE BEFORE YOUR HOME 
CATCHES A COLD!
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We apologize for any  
inconvenience and appreciate 

your understanding during this 
difficult time. We hope everyone  

stays safe and healthy. 
Thank you, 

Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners 
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OWNER WHO WAITS UNTIL 
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Visit our office & showroom to see the variety of products 
on display, or we will bring the showroom to you.
Family Run. Owner Supervision on All Jobs.

Exceptional Quality and Service at Affordable Prices.
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   Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners

WC. Lic. #10415H99
P.C. Lic. #1817
YNK 307 
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Schedule For Your 
FREE  ESTIMATE 

Now BeforeThe  
Busy Springs  

Season Arrives!!
Major Finance Program:   

12 Months No Interest  
And No Payments!

2010 Albany Post Road, 
Croton-on-Hudson, NY

Miracle Home Improvements is  
considered an essential business for 

emergency work only. Please call us if we 
can help with any emergency, or if you 
are planning any upcoming projects and 
need a free estimate (social distancing of 
course!) Your business is still important 
to us and we are still returning phone 

calls and responding to emails.  
Please call us at 

914-271-9119 or email us at  
miraclehome1@verizon.net and we will 

get back to you as soon as possible.  

To All White Plains Hospital  
Doctors, Nurses, Staff,

Janitorial and Maintenance Associates
You Are Heroes ! THANK YOU !!!



April 21 - April 27, 2020 Examiner Media6

The Yorktown Chamber 
of Commerce and the 
Town of Yorktown are 

compiling a list of local 
restaurants and 

businesses who offer 
special services during 

the COVID-19 crisis. 
You can still patronize 

the restaurants 
who offer:

TAKEOUT
DELIVERY
CURBSIDE 
SERVICE

FOR AN UPDATED LIST PLEASE VISIT: 
https://yorktownchamber.org/show-

your-support-for-yorktown-main-
street-businesses/

RESTAURANTS .......................... PHONE ..................WEBSITE
AJ’s Bar & Grill ................................... 914-737-5058 .............www.ajsbarandgrill.net
Bangkok Spice ................................... 914-245-3690 .............www.bangkok-spice.com
Bob*B*Q’s ......................................... 914-214-8239
Chef Rob’s Catering ........................... 914-483-8989 .............www.robcookfood.com/
Dunkin Donuts - Yorktown ................ 914-962-2191 .............www.dunkindonuts.com/en/locations?location=10598
Edwin’s Deli ....................................... 914-455-2663 .............www.facebook.com/EdwinsDeli/
Frankie & Augie’Z .............................. 914-245-9241 .............www.frankieandaugiezpizza.com/#/
Hacienda Sauza ................................. 914-528-1110 .............haciendasauza.homestead.com/Menu.html
Heavy Bear Deli ................................. 914-243-4945 .............heavy-bear-deli.business.site/
Hill Blvd Diner ................................... 914-352-6474 .............www.hillblvddiner.com/
Il Forno Italian Kitchen & Bar ............ 914-277-7575 .............www.ilfornosomers.com/
Little Sorrento  .................................. 914-736-6767   ...........www.littlesorrento.com
Maria’s Pizza ...................................... 914-962-3583 ............. slicelife.com/restaurants/ny/yorktown-heights/10598/maria-s-
................................................................................................pizza-yorktown-heights/menu
Mima’s Pizza ...................................... 914-352-6777 .............www.mimaspizzeriarestaurant.com/
Mohegan Diner .................................. 914-528-2585 .............www.facebook.com/pages/Mohegan-Diner/108167219225140
Panera Bread ..................................... 914-245-4599 .............www.panerabread.com/
Pappous Greek Kitchen ..................... 914-455-2111 .............www.pappousgreekkitchen.com/
Pizza Hut - Mohegan Lake ................. 914-528-1111 .............www.facebook.com/PizzaHutMoheganLakeEastMainStreet/
Put Some Meat On Your Bones .......... 914-391-5527 .............www.facebook.com/putsomemeatonyourbones/
Rooster’s Wings & Brew .................... 914-743-1797 .............www.roosterswingsandbrew.com/
Salsa Fresca ....................................... 914-962-0600 .............www.salsafrescagrill.com/  
Savannah & Company ........................ 914-736-1203  ............www.savannahandco.com/
Steinmann Deli .................................. 914-962-9217 .............www.gomerdeli.com/
Taco Bell - Yorktown .......................... 914-245-9796 .............www.facebook.com/tacobellyorktown
TCBY - Yorktown ................................ 914-528-1111 ............. store.tcby.com/home/route6plaza
The PUB ............................................. 914-214-8600 .............www.facebook.com/thepubyorktownNY
The Winery at St. George ................... 914-455-4272 .............www.thewineryatstgeorge.com/
Trailside Cafe ..................................... 914-302-7331 .............www.trailside-cafe.com/
Uncle Giuseppe’s Marketplace .......... 914-243-9100 .............uncleg.com/marketplace-locations/
Yorktown Coach Diner ....................... 914-245-2191 .............www.yorktowndiner.com
Yorktown Grille ................................. 914-352-6300 .............www.yorktowngrille.com/
Yorktown Pizza & Pasta ..................... 914-962-0096 .............www.yorktownpizza-pasta.com/  
BUSINESSES
A&S Pork Store of JV ......................... 914-243-9608 .............www.asfi nefoodsjv.com
Absolute Flooring of YTH .................. 914-245-0225 .............www.absolutefl ooring.com
ACE Hardware .................................... 914-528-0030 .............www.acehardware.com
Advanced Copier Technology ............ 914-439-8104 .............www.advancedoffi cetech.com
Albert A. Chapman Agency ................ 914-962-5778 .............www.albertjchapman.com/
All County Pest Control ..................... 845-628-9026 .............allcountypestcontrol.com
All Seasons Wine ............................... 914-930-8845 .............www.facebook.com/allseasonswineandspiritsny/
Atlantic Appliance ............................. 914-962-2500 .............www.atlantic-appliance.com/
Berardis Family Chiropractic .............. 914-962-1234 .............www.berardischiro.com/
BH&G Rand Realty ............................. 914-907-2738 .............
Certo Pro Painters ............................. 914-245-2260 .............www.certapro.com/westcheter
Cleaning Exchange ............................ 914-243-2300 .............https://www.facebook.com/TheCleaningXChange/
Cohen Family Smiles .......................... 914-245-2965 .............cohenfamilysmiles.com
DAS Auto ........................................... 914-352-6127 .............www.dastruckandauto.com/
DML Mortgage .................................. 914-455-3700 .............www.dmlmortgage.com
Elite Dental Studios ........................... 914-245-7575 .............https://www.elitedentalstudiosny.com
Freyers Flowers ................................. 914-962-7484 .............www.freyersfl orist.com/
Fyne Lyne Venture.............................. 914-930-4537 ............. fynelyne.com/
JCM Racing ........................................ 914-352-6688 .............www.jcmracing.com/
Law Offi ce of Sal Lagonia .................. 914-245-7500
Lowes ................................................ 914-214-0101 .............www.lowes.com/store/NY-Yorktown/3360
Marshall Alarms ................................. 914-962-4699 .............www.marshallalarm.com/
MCM Agency, Inc. .............................. 914-714-2216 .............www.mcmagency.com/
Suburban Wines ................................. 914-962-3100 .............www.suburbanwines.com/
Yorktown Auto Body.......................... 914-962-3879 .............https://www.yorktownautobody.com/
Yorktown Heights Insurance ............. 914-962-9442 .............http://www.heightsagency.com
Yorktown Pharmacy........................... 914-962-2600 .............https://www.yorktownpharmacy.com/
Yorktown Wine And Liquor ................ 914-962-2474 .............https://www.yorktownwineandliquor.com/
APAR/PR ............................................. 914-275-6887 .............www.bruceaparpr.com
Franzoso Contracting ........................ 914-271-4572 .............www.franzoso.com
Valorie Promisel, Esq. ........................ 914-245-3636 .............www.elderlawanswers.com
Maker Fragale&DiCostanzo ............... 914-245-2440 .............www.makerfragaledicostanzo.com
MVR Insurance Agency ...................... 914-693-3500 .............www.MVRagency.com
Moonlight Marine.............................. 914-715-7245 .............www.moonlightmarine.net
Northern Construction Paving ........... 845-628-6288 .............www.northerncontructionpaving.com
Kenny’s Carpet One ........................... 914-490-7754 .............www.kennyscarpetone.com
MCA Roofi ng & Contracting .............. 914-455-0976 .............www.mcaroofi ng.com
Hartel’s Auto Body ............................. 914-962-5620 .............www.hartelsautobody.com
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By Martin Wilbur

Area golfers received some good news 
on Monday when Westchester County 
Executive George Latimer announced 
the reopening this weekend of two of the 
county’s six golf courses.

Mohansic Golf Course in Yorktown 
Heights and Hudson Hills in Ossining can 
be accessed starting this Saturday because 
the two facilities are the most conducive 
to successfully practice social distancing, 
Latimer said.

“We believe these courses are the best 
controlled environment of the six that 
we have and we can make sure that the 
social distancing programs that we’re 
implementing, over and above the fact that a 
golf course is naturally distanced, will make 
it a safe place to be,” Latimer said.

The county courses had opened on time 
in mid-March but by Apr. 10 the Empire 
State Development Corporation, which 
determines which businesses and operations 
are essential, ordered golf courses closed. 
However, the county has determined that it 
can operate these two facilities safely.

The other four county courses, Maple 
Moor in White Plains, Saxon Woods in 
Scarsdale and Dunwoodie and Sprain Brook 
in Yonkers will remain closed.

Visitors must follow the guidelines 
established by the county. Golfers are asked 
to check in early for tee times; a minimal 
number of guests will be allowed in the 
pro shop at one time; there will be longer 

intervals between tee times; flagsticks 
must be left in the holes; bunkers must 
not be raked by golfers; rakes, ball washers 
and coolers have been removed from the 
courses; golfers must not gather in groups 
on the grounds; and the courses’ restaurants 
will remain closed.

While golfers will be able to enjoy outings, 
Playland will not make its scheduled May 
9 opening and is unlikely to return before 
sometime in June at the earliest, Latimer 
said. The county beaches are virtually 
certain to remain closed into June as well.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo last week extended 
the stay-at-home order until May 15.

No decision has been made regarding the 
county pools, which typically open later in 
June, toward the end of the public school 
academic year. 

Latimer said he’s holding out hope the 
facilities may open at some point this year 
but was unable to ensure that will happen.

“It’s almost impossible to envision how 
we would do social distancing effectively 
in an environment where a hot day comes, 
when we have literally thousands of people 
in a very confined area, Playland Beach (or) 
over on the Hudson River side,” he said.

Next month, the county is planning to 
hold its Bicycle Sundays on the Bronx River 
Parkway and will monitor whether social 
distancing can be maintained, Latimer said. 
If not, the county would have to discontinue 
the popular weekly event that sees the 
closure of the parkway for about four hours.

Latimer Named to Task Force

Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced Monday 
that Latimer will be part of the four-member 
Reimagine New York Task Force that will 
concentrate on how best to reopen and 
reinvigorate the downstate region at the 
appropriate time.

Latimer will be joined by New York 
City Mayor Bill Di Blasio, Nassau County 
Executive Laura Curran and Suffolk County 
Executive Steve Bellone.

Cuomo said he wanted the task force to 
return with recommendations regarding 
potential improvements to public safety, 

the public health system, social equality, 
technology use and public transit.

Following the Sept. 11 attacks, lower 
Manhattan returned stronger than ever 
while portions of Long Island bounced back 
after Superstorm Sandy, Cuomo said.

“Let’s use this situation, this crisis, this 
time to actually learn the lessons, value from 
the reflection and let’s reimagine what we 
want society to be,” he said.

It wasn’t mentioned how long the task 
force would meet for and when the members 
may expect to return with recommendations.

Mohansic, Hudson Hills Golf Courses to Reopen; Playland to Remain Shut

Please consider showing your support for 
our local newspaper, The Examiner.

All newspapers rely on revenue derived from 
advertisements, and the Coronavirus is responsible 
for a signifi cant decline in advertising because so 
many of our local businesses are closed. Readers 
rely on The Examiner, a free, weekly, unbiased 
newspaper, to report the news concerning our 
Councils and Town Boards, schools, houses of 

worship, businesses and neighborhoods. 

In these 
Diffi cult 
Times...

Your tax deductible donation can be made by going to 
givebutter.com/theexaminernews

Paid for by Michael Schiliro, Barbara DiGiacinto, Barry Reiter, José Berra, and Saleem Hussain

Michael Schiliro Barbara DiGiacinto Barry Reiter José Berra Saleem Hussain

"The basis of our governments being the opinion of the 
people, the very fi rst object should be to keep that right; 
and were it left for me to decide whether we should have 
government without a newspaper or a newspaper 
without a government, I should not hesitate a moment 
to prefer the latter."–Thomas Jefferson 
(Jefferson writing from Paris to Edward Carrington, 
a delegate to the Continental Congress, regarding 
the importance of a free press.)

Visiting the 
Front Lines
Michael Dowling, center, CEO of Northwell 
Health, visited Phelps Hospital in Sleepy 
Hollow last Thursday. He individually 
thanked nurses, doctors and support staff 
for the extraordinary efforts they have 
made during the COVID-19 crisis. As of 
last Thursday, 143 COVID-19 patients had 
been discharged from Phelps. Pictured 
with Dowling are Dr. Michelle Espinoza, 
left, and Eileen Egan, interim executive 
director of Phelps Hospital.
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Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
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Obituaries
Donald Duren

Donald Gray Duren, a longtime Cortlandt 
Manor resident and former resident of 
Peekskill, made a peaceful transition on Apr. 
16. He was 85.

He is survived by his son, Darryl, daughter-
in-law Deborah and grandson James; brother 
Chauncey; and several nieces and nephews. 
He is predeceased by wife Mary, his parents, 
Hosea and Helen Duren, and his sister, Gloria 
Foote.

Duren was born and raised in Winston-
Salem, N.C. He received his bachelor’s 
degree in sociology from North Carolina A&T 
University and a masters of social work from 
Atlanta University. He also served in the Army 
during the Korean War and received a good 
conduct medal.

He came to Peekskill in 1960, and held 
several positions at the Montrose VA. Later, 
he joined the Department of Psychiatry at 

Phelps Hospital, where he was instrumental 
in developing mental health clinics. He was 
director of the Ossining Mental Health Clinic 
for 12 years and was an adjunct professor at 
Mercy College.

Duren served on the Ossining Community 
Development Advisory Board, Peekskill 
Family Resource Center and Westchester-
Putnam Adult Day Care Center. He had 
been an officer in the Peekskill NAACP. He 
was a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity 
and a charter member of Phi Nu Chapter in 
Peekskill.

Duren was a 50-year member of the Mount 
Olivet Baptist Church, serving on the Board 
of Trustees, the Men’s Club, the Men’s Choir 
and the Education Committee.

He was an avid sports fan, with his favorite 
teams being the New York Knicks, Giants and 
Yankees. 

He will be laid to rest at Rose Hills 
Cemetery. A formal memorial service will be 
scheduled at a later date. 

Frank Mondello Jr.

Frank Mondello Jr. passed away on Apr. 16 
after a battle with COVID-19. He was 65.

Mondello was predeceased by his father, 
Frank, and his mother, Theresa. He is 
survived by his sisters, Frances Madera, 
of Palm Coast, Fla. and Sara Koshofer of 
Putnam Valley and her husband, Wayne. He 
leaves behind seven nieces and nephews. 

Mondello moved to Seth Canyon in 1991 
and loved living with his peers and making 
lasting friendships. The staff became an 
extension of his family and he loved all of 
them dearly, especially Diane who called him 
her “Little Man.” He was a gentleman and 
greatly loved. 

Frank was an avid bowler, singer and 

dancer. A true fan of Frank Sinatra, he sang 
“My Way” at every family function. He loved 
being involved in Hidden Treasures where 
he loved doing arts and crafts and would 
participate in the yearly talent show. He was 
also involved in Special Olympics for over 30 
years winning the Peter Cutignola Athlete of 
the Year Award for his positive attitude and 
spirit. He also was a recipient of the Luis 
Herzog Award. Frank participated in North 
East Recreation where he won many medals 
in track, bowling and basketball. He was 
truly popular among both staff and athletes. 

Donations can be made in Frank’s memory 
to Community Living Corporation, 135 Radio 
Circle, Mount Kisco, N.Y. 10549 or North 
East Westchester Special Recreation, Inc., 
63 Bradhurst Ave., Hawthorne, N.Y. 10532.

John Sullivan

John E. Sullivan, a longtime Somers 
resident, died on Apr. 8 at Putnam Hospital. 
He was 88.

Sullivan was born on Aug. 31, 1931, and 
grew up in Yonkers, before moving to Somers 
in 1968. He was a U.S. Marine Corps veteran 
who served during the Korean War. He was 
a graduate of Mount St. Michael High School 
and Manhattan College.

Sullivan was the beloved husband of Barbara 
and the loving father of Frances of Hyde Park, 
N.Y., John of Hawthorne, Joseph of Carmel 
and James of Fort Edward, N.Y. He was the 
devoted grandfather of Shannon, Shane, Jack, 
Victoria, Abigail, Jimmy and Emma. He is also 

survived by his brothers, Eugene, Emmett 
and Joseph. A brother, Michael, and his sister, 
MaryLou, predeceased him.

Two years ago, Sullivan proudly flew to 
Washington, D.C. on one of the Hudson Valley 
Honor Flights to commemorate veterans who 
died in service to the country.

He was past president of the Sno Cats 
Ski Club of Rye, where he was still an active 
member. He was a past president and is a 
life member of the Somers Lions Club, past 
commander of the Somers VFW and a member 
of the Marine Corps League. He was belonged 
to the Westchester Trails hiking group. 
Sullivan loved boating, fishing, skiing, going to 
the gym and spending time with his family.

His final resting place is at Saratoga National 
Cemetery in Schuylerville, N.Y.

Edward Khuns Jr.
Edward A. Khuns Jr., a longtime Peekskill 

resident, passed away on Apr. 16. He was 88.
Born in Ossining to the late Geraldine 

Newman Khuns and Edward Albert Khuns Sr. 
on Apr. 28, 1931, he served in the U.S. Army 
in Korea. He was employed as a well-loved 
Peekskill School District custodian until his 
retirement in 1992. 

Khuns was married to the late Patricia 
Dullea Khuns of Croton-on-Hudson for 57 
years. He is survived by five sons, Edward 
Khuns III (Heidi) of Poughquag, N.Y., Stephen 

Khuns (Kathy) of Hopewell Junction, N.Y., 
David Khuns (Jeanne) of Conway S.C., Russell 
Khuns of White Plains, and Timothy Khuns 
(Annie) of Milton, N.Y.; two sisters, Brenda 
Khuns Parent (David) of Greenwich, Conn. and 
Beverly Khuns Cmero (Michael) of Carmel; 
14 grandchildren; four great-grandchildren; 
and many nieces and nephews. Siblings Bobby, 
Carol and Joan predeceased him.

A private burial was planned. A graveside 
memorial celebration of Khuns’ life will be 
planned in the future. Arrangements were 
handled by Dorsey Carlone Funeral Home in 
Peekskill.
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By Martin Wilbur

Nearly every doctor has felt the strain 
that the coronavirus crisis has placed 
on the healthcare system. Whether it’s 
large hospitals or smaller doctor’s offices, 
seemingly all medical personnel have been 
impacted in some way.

The same holds true for Dr. Carmen 
Tamayo, but she has a different set of 
challenges than many of her colleagues in 
Westchester and Putnam counties. Tamayo 
is the medical director at Open Door Family 
Medical Center in Mount Kisco, where she 
has been seeing COVID-19 patients since 
the second week in March.

As of two weeks ago, more than 50 of 
Tamayo’s patients had tested positive for 
the virus, overwhelmingly from Mount 
Kisco or a neighboring municipality. Like 
many who visit Open Door, most are from 
the area’s immigrant community. 

“It is really affecting our communities, 
and that is why it’s so important to follow 
the CDC and Department of Health 
recommendations because it’s definitely 
here,” Tamayo said. “We’re definitely 
seeing sick patients.”

Open Door, located at 30 W. Main St., 
is an all-purpose medical facility. Many 
people pay visits for any one of a variety of 
health issues and routine check-ups. That 

is one of the challenges Open Door faces 
during the pandemic.

To reduce the possibility that healthy 
people aren’t infected, there is a staff 
member at the front door who checks each 
patient as they come in, Tamayo said.

Over these past six weeks, a fair number 
of patients have come for something 
entirely unrelated to COVID-19, but have 
turned out to be positive, she said.

“Many come for something else, got 
infected with COVID and they might turn 
out having a fever and they weren’t even 
aware,” Tamayo said. “We stop them and 
take temperatures at the front door.”

Unlike many area residents who may 
have a basement or an extra bedroom 
to self-quarantine effectively, she said 
many Open Door patients don’t have that 
luxury, risking the health of others in their 
household.

“That is very challenging for our 
patients,” Tamayo said. “Most of them live 
in small apartments or share a house with 
another family or with multiple families or 
friends. They are isolating in their room 
and if they have to share common spaces, 
we have been telling them to make sure to 
disinfect surfaces, for example, if they need 
to share the kitchen or the bathroom.”

Fortunately, for Open Door’s patients, 
it has a strong relationship with Northern 

Westchester Hospital. If someone needs 
greater attention than what their office can 
provide, the hospital 

As of two weeks ago, 45 percent of 
patients who have been tested at Open 
Door’s seven sites in Westchester and 
Putnam counties have tested positive. 

One situation was particularly difficult, 
when an older woman was told that her 
test came back positive. The woman asked 
if she was going to die.

“When I told her, she started crying 
and couldn’t stop,” Tamayo said. “I could 
feel her worry. I helped her to calm down 
and went over the facts we know. I was 
happy I could be there for her and give 
her some counseling. Understanding the 
illness has been tough for everyone in the 
community.”

For those patients who do test positive, 
the Open Door staff of seven clinicians 
checks in on them at least every other 
day if they haven’t been hospitalize, since 
monitoring is essential with COVID-19. If 
more attention is needed, the hospital is 
notified.

Despite the fears and challenges, 
Tamayo is confident that she and her staff 
and the people they serve are equipped to 
handle what the pandemic can throw their 
way.

“I think Open Door and the community 

in general is very resilient and will come 
through this and move forward,” she said.

Navigating a Pandemic While Serving a Vulnerable Community

First We Were United by Fear
Now We’re United by 

Love
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914-737-1363
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Dr. Carmen Tamayo, the medical director at Open 
Door Family Medical Center in Mount Kisco, 
has been working to keep her patients healthy 
through the COVID-19 outbreak.
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By Martin Wilbur

The Board of Legislators approved 
last Friday sharply reduced penalties for 
Westchester County property taxpayers 
who are unable to pay their bills by the 
Apr. 30 deadline.

By a 14-3 margin, the Democratic-
controlled board passed the emergency 
measure that will delay the imposition of 
full penalties until after July 15.

“This is a public health and an economic 
emergency that has touched every corner 
of this county,” said Board of Legislators 
Chairman Ben Boykin (D-White Plains).  
I’m grateful that we’ve been able to act to 

provide relief to taxpayers in our towns in 
a way that will also allow us to continue to 
provide essential services.”

The legislation authorizes towns to 
reduce the penalties they collect on taxes 
paid from May 1 to May 31 from 2 percent 
to 0.5 percent. For taxes paid from June 1 
to July 15, penalties are reduced from 5 
percent to 1 percent. 

For those who wait until after July 15, 
the full 7 percent penalty would go into 
effect.

Another level of fine of 1.5 percent for 
the first half of July was eliminated in the 
final bill.

The plan was developed by a group of 
town supervisors, a majority of whom 
opposed a plan introduced earlier this 
month by County Executive George 
Latimer that would have delayed any 
penalty until after July 15 provided the 
taxpayer qualified for a hardship.

Most supervisors, however, argued that 
Latimer’s plan would have encouraged 
some taxpayers with the ability to pay to 
try and wait until the last minute, depriving 
cash-strapped towns of critical revenue. 
The reduced fines provide incentive for 
those who can pay on time while imposing 
only a nominal penalty for those who have 
lost their income.

“The reason why the supervisors were 
in agreement that just eliminating that 
deadline of Apr. 30 was problematic,” said 
North Castle Supervisor Michael Schiliro. 
“Many people who could pay wouldn’t pay 

and just hold onto their money until July. 
But we’ve been running our town and all 
towns have been running since January 
and haven’t collected any money yet.”

Regardless of whether the towns 
collected the taxes, the county would have 
to be paid a portion of what it is owed in 
May, Schiliro added.

Latimer said he disagreed with the 
reworked proposal because for many of 
those who are unemployed or whose 
businesses have been forced to close, 
unemployment and stimulus checks may 
not arrive until after Apr. 30.

“The individual who’s lost their job may 
not have money yet from unemployment 
to compensate,” Latimer said “They may 
not have the check yet from the federal 
government. Why should we apply a late 
fee? It’s not a willful decision. It’s a lack of 
an ability to pay because of the coronavirus. 
That’s a real set of circumstances.”

Business Council of Westchester Vice 
President and Chief Operating Officer 
John Ravitz said the organization agreed 
with Latimer’s proposal and called the 
Board of Legislators’ revised measure “a 
slap in the face.”

“With so many businesses closed and 
laying off workers, deferment of tax 
payments is a way to buy time for these 
hardworking men and women who are the 
backbone of the county economy,” Ravitz 
said. “For the Board to amend County 
Executive Latimer’s legislation dropping 
the late penalties on county taxes is 
incomprehensible considering that the 
penalties, while significant to businesses 
and employees, are relatively small 
amounts for the town governments that 
collect them.”

Only towns and not cities are affected by 
the new law. Cities do not fall under the 
same law and must take their own actions 
regarding penalties.

Westchester Lawmakers Approve Reduced Penalties for Late County Taxes
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The Hyatt House, one of Yorktown’s 
15 official landmarks, was damaged in 
last Monday’s storm when a tree fell on a 
portion of the 18th century dwelling. 

Constructed around 1732, and one of 
the few pre-Revolutionary houses still 
standing in northern Yorktown, it was 
believed to be a home of Col. John Hyatt, 
a “Soldier of the Revolution” and one of 
the leading officers of the Third Regiment 
of the Westchester County Militia during 
the Revolutionary War. The property was 
designated a landmark on Nov. 16, 1976.

An old tree surrounding the house 
toppled onto the overhang of a porch on the 
older wing of the structure. The intense 
winds on Apr. 13 sent the tree smashing 
through the roof, exposing the building’s 
massive hand-hewn beams. 

Homeowner Jesse Kempter was not in 
the house at the time. Kempter, who has 
lived in the house since 1978, is optimistic 
that it will be repaired.  

“I feel confident that the majority of 
the damage is primarily centered on the 
collapsed porch roof,” said Kempter, who 
is waiting for an insurance representative 
to survey the damage.

Hyatt family members were among the 
first settlers of Yorktown and the name 
figures prominently in town lore and 

Revolutionary War history. In 1739, Col. 
Hyatt’s father, also named John Hyatt, was 
one of three original trustees of the First 
Presbyterian Church on Route 202.  

In the Third Militia, Col. Hyatt fought 
alongside Pierre Van Cortlandt as well 
as his own son, Capt. John Hyatt Jr. His 
brother, Joshua Hyatt, also served. The 
John C. Hart Memorial Library in Shrub 
Oak occupies another former Hyatt home. 
Kempter’s home and the land surrounding 
it were bequeathed to the youngest John 
Hyatt through the estate of his father, Col. 
Hyatt, in 1843.

On behalf of Yorktown’s Landmarks 
Preservation Commission (YLPC), Chair 
Lynn Briggs expressed sadness at the 
damage to one of the town’s 15 landmarks. 
She said she has already contacted the 
state Historic Preservation Office to 
discern whether there is any precedent for 
aid to owners of historic properties that 
have experienced similar damages due to 
a weather event.

The Yorktown Landmarks Preservation 
Commission (YLPC) seeks applicants for 
traditional landmarking or the Homes of 
Historic Distinction Program. To qualify, 
homes must have historical significance 
based on age, architectural style, past 
ownership or association with a person or 

event important to Yorktown’s history.
Through the program, plaques 

designating the basic facts about each 
house’s history are fabricated and installed 
on or around the home. The commission 
will work with each homeowner on 

appropriate wording for the plaque and 
will assist in research. The cost for 
the application and the plaque is $100. 
Applications are available online at www.
yorktownny.org/planning or by e-mailing 
nmilanese@yorktownny.org.

Landmark Hyatt House in Yorktown Severely Damaged in Storm

The Hyatt House, a nearly 290-year-old landmark in Yorktown, was damaged in last Monday’s storm. 
It is one of the town’s 15 landmarks.
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In early March, the MTA and Metro-North 
completed full implementation of positive 
train control (PTC) on both the Hudson 
and Harlem lines. For those who have been 
following this issue closely, this is something 
that I have been pushing for consistently 
during our joint Senate and Assembly budget 
hearings on transportation every year 
since being appointed to the Transportation 
Committee in January 2018. 

In addition to speaking up at these public 
hearings, I was pleased to work with colleagues 
from both political parties from across the 
Hudson Valley in sending correspondence 
directly to the MTA and Metro-North, as well 
as attending demonstrations on PTC along 
the Metro-North Railroad to ensure our state 
received timely updates on the progress of 
this critical project. 

For those of you who are unfamiliar, the 
purpose of PTC is to prevent high-speed 

derailments by eliminating the possibility 
of human error from occurring by utilizing 
this technology to slow or stop trains, which 
are either going too fast into a switch which 
has been misaligned or into a curve. The 
completed project includes all 74 miles of 
the Hudson line, from Grand Central Station 
to Poughkeepsie, and all 82 miles of the 
Harlem line, from Grand Central to Wassaic, 
including Goldens Bridge, Purdys, Croton 
Falls, Brewster, Southeast and Patterson train 
stations. 

Throughout my time serving in the 
Assembly, I have been honored to join 
colleagues from across the aisle at both the 
state and federal level to communicate with 
leaders of the MTA and Metro-North, all 
to guarantee PTC was being completed as 
quickly as possible to ensure the safety of 
all our commuters. I fully realize that many 
New Yorkers must still wonder how it took 

so long to finally get here. After all, these 
projects have been talked about for well over 
a decade. This is certainly a fair point and is 
further evidence there is always room for 
improvement within our government.

Despite it taking longer than expected, I 
am glad to report we have finally reached the 
point where full implementation of PTC has 
been completed for Westchester and Putnam 
counties while I have continued to serve as 
your representative in the state Assembly. 
I’d like to thank my colleagues at the county, 
state and federal level, as well as Metro-North 
Railroad President Cathy Rinaldi, for their 
increased communication and determination 
in getting this crucial project for public safety 
complete. 

Stay healthy and stay safe.
 

Assemblyman Kevin Byrne
94th Assembly District

By Martin Wilbur

Since launching The Examiner nearly 13 
years ago, when publisher Adam Stone had the 
audacity to think he could make a go of a brand-
new newspaper in uncertain times, it’s nearly 
impossible to recall whether there’s been one 
article or even a few that have stood out.

Certainly, there have been those that 
brought a smile to my face or a tear to my eye. 
Many of our readers likely have their favorite 
stories along the way.

The task of covering local communities is not 
about sensational accounts of celebrities and 
eye-candy photos, as much fun as that can be in 
small doses, but rather to tell the stories of the 
real people who give the towns and villages in 
Westchester and Putnam counties their special 
character. The dedicated public servants, 
elected officials and school administrators, the 
sacrifices of scores of volunteers, the great 
work by local students and the innumerable 
talented and extraordinarily gifted residents 
who make this corner of the world a great 
place to work and live.

Perhaps what I am most proud of is that 
with an often-rotating staff and collection of 
freelancers, interns, contributors, graphic 
designers and advertising reps, without whom 
The Examiner would not exist, we have been 

doing our best to bring quality community 
journalism to our readers for what now is 659 
consecutive weeks. 

It is a badge of honor to know that we have 
printed every Tuesday since Sept. 11, 2007, 
and as time has progressed, as often as needed 
online. 

At a time when our world has been turned 
upside down and seemingly every business 
is fighting for its survival and unemployment 
is skyrocketing to levels most of us have 
never seen in our lifetimes, there is comfort 
in familiarity. Some of our favorite eateries are 
still open for takeout or delivery, but there’s no 
place to sit down right now for a meal or a cup 
of coffee to socialize.

Too many other stores that I would have 
liked to visit or to look for a couple of gifts just 
in these past five weeks are closed.

For a small part of your week, we hope that 
The Examiner has been and will continue to be 
a small part of that comfort and familiarity. But 
there are no guarantees. Late last week, I read 
about the demise of three weekly community 
newspapers in southern California – the 
Glendale News Press, the Burbank Leader 
and the La Canada Valley Sun. The two former 
publications are ceasing operations after 115 
years; the latter was founded in 1946.

For those communities, it’s a terrible 

loss. So many of the larger publications over 
the years, themselves fighting for survival, 
have curtailed coverage of the ordinary, yet 
extraordinary people who comprise each of our 
communities. That is not easily replaceable.

When Adam launched the Examiner – 
COVID-19 Local News Fund a couple of 
weeks ago, I secretly wondered who is going 
to reach out, with so much chaos and so many 
worried about their own health and finances. 
Thankfully, I was grossly mistaken. We have 
all been humbled by the hundreds of mostly 
small donations that keeps your community 
newspaper alive. No donation is too small. 
Every dollar helps and it gives each of us the 
boost we need to soldier on for the next issue.

We all look forward to the day, hopefully 
sooner rather than later, when we can visit 
and relax and see one another face to face 
again, whether at a board meeting, a coffee 
shop or just passing through one of the local 
downtowns. 

It will have been possible because of each 
and every one of you.

Our Examiner – COVID-19 Local News 
Fund online donation page is https://givebutter.
com/theexaminernews and all contributions are 
tax-deductible as part of our partnership with the 
Local Media Association nonprofit.

Editorial

Letters to the Editor

The United States’ total COVID-19 
fatalities, on Apr. 16, were 34,283. For China, 
on this same date, the total was only 3,346. 
President Trump had two months warning 
from scientists that the virus was coming and 
he did nothing. China had no warning at all 
but jumped on the epidemic. Trump engaged 
in denial, happy talk and magical thinking in 
the face of warnings from the world’s greatest 
epidemiologists and the CDC. China has over 
four times our population and yet we now 
have more than 10 times the deaths!  

And thanks to Trump’s ineptitude our 
deaths are still increasing. Our healthcare 
workers are short of PPE supplies, and to 
this date, testing is still hard to come by. (Last 

month, Trump had said that anyone who 
wants to get tested can get tested, yet another 
lie!) The U.S. is number one in fatalities 
worldwide thanks to Trump’s arrogance. 
That Trump is dangerous and unqualified to 
lead a nation has become starkly apparent as 
people die unnecessarily due to his bloviating 
incompetence. There is NO testing plan.

What else should we expect from a 
game show host who’s a con artist, real 
estate scammer and hates government and 
governing. Trump is the swamp. But it’s no 
surprise; Trump’s the id of the Republican 
Party – a party that hates government. 
Trump knows NOT how to govern or how to 
administrate – nor does he care – a man-child 

who only cares for himself.  
Watch Gov. Cuomo if you want to know 

how to govern in an emergency. Democrats 
love administrating and see government as 
being a potential force for good. Trump and 
the Republicans see government (as Ronald 
Reagan famously said) as being the problem, 
not the solution. 

So, why should we expect Trump to be any 
better than this? There is no excuse for this 
awful man.

Nicholas Kuvach
Putnam Valley

President Trump’s Incompetence Has Made Crisis Immeasurably Worse

Positive Train Control Finally Completed in Hudson Valley Region
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 We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best to 
print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy

Community Journalism More Important Than Ever
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Guest Column
The Importance of Following the News: A Kid’s Perspective

By Maddie Stone

As a 13-year-old, I’ve found some people 
form an assumption about kids that isn’t 
true. They automatically infer kids don’t 
follow the news. Why? Because we’re an 
inch or two shorter? Because we haven’t 
yet studied trigonometry? I intend to 
shoot down this myth and explain the 
importance of following the news. 

It seems the day people turn 18, they 
immediately begin to believe anyone 
younger is clueless about what’s happening 
in the world. Don’t they recall the previous 
day, when they knew as much?

While kids almost always understand 
more about what’s going on than adults 
realize, including the importance of local 
news, I have a slight advantage. My dad 
(people other than my sister and I call him 
Adam Stone) is publisher of The Examiner, 
our local print and online local community 
newspaper. Having a publisher as a dad, I 

grew up learning all kinds of lessons about 
the press and why it’s important. 

But don’t let that make you think I’m one 
of the rare few. Just read what my friend 
Max Rubinstein has to say: “The idea of 
children being dismissive to the media is 
simply preposterous and is most likely a 
result of modern stereotyping,” he said. 

Max, like me, is a seventh-grader at Fox 
Lane Middle School in Bedford and we 
often talk about current events. How are 
we informed? By reading, watching and 
listening to quality journalism.  

“I watch the news to gain insight into 
the international community and to learn 
about the status and structure of American 
politics,” Max added.

My friends, my teammates and I are 
keenly aware of the world around us; we’re 
not naive or ignorant. For the most part, 
we listen to our local news broadcasts, 
read our community newspapers, just as 
much as the average person. Keeping up 

with the times is important for people of 
all ages. 

The press informs the people of 
important issues and events, from a local 
carnival to a global pandemic. Especially 
now, when faced with a crisis, it is even 
more urgent to stay updated on the data, 
or, in this case, the spread and containment 
of the coronavirus. Even on a local level, 
when a mayor, town supervisor or school 
board reveals a proposal, it is critical for 
the public to be alerted of the news. In 
addition to keeping citizens informed, 
journalists provide coverage that allows 
people to remain up to date, and, therefore, 
safe and free from harm. 

Circling back to the coronavirus, 
newscasters and print journalists are 
frequently emphasizing self-quarantine, 
hand washing and remaining six feet 
apart if you must leave home. This does 
not just apply to the epidemic that has 
swept the nation. Most news outlets will 
showcase topics such as poverty, equality, 
environmental contamination, and locally, 
clean drinking water, jobs and crime. News 
supplies citizens with knowledge they can 
use to make decisions about their safety 
and general well-being. 

“An informed society is an educated 
society, and you cannot have a well-
functioning democracy unless a country’s 
citizens are informed,” observed Martin 
Wilbur, editor-in-chief of The Examiner. 

His insight led me to my next point: 
It’s essential for every country, every 
state, every county, every city to remain 
educated. If the general public is educated, 
the people are empowered.

However, people can only be educated 
if the news sources they’re using are 
reliable. It’s like dominos; if you’re 
educated, you’re informed. If you follow 
reliable news sources, you’re educated. 
But even if you read the news, and you 
read a biased, untrustworthy source, the 
whole thing comes crashing down. That’s 
what makes becoming a knowledgeable 
citizen so challenging.

Furthermore, journalists keep the 
government in check. They expose fraud 
and unethical behavior in our leaders. 
An invisible fourth estate that monitors 
authority figures. This includes local 
government. Former Speaker of the House, 
Tip O’Neill, was perhaps most famous for 
saying, “all politics is local.” This certainly 
applies here. Most controversies that arise 
in local government and are highlighted 
by local reporters can’t be compared to 
controversies as grand in scope as, say, 
Watergate. But those stories are often the 
ones most impactful to people’s lives. 

Also, keeping the government in 
check does not just involve reporting on 
controversy and scandal. Keeping the 
government in check means keeping 
elected leaders honest, so when a 
government official says or does anything, 
and a journalist reports on it, that’s a 

perfectly valid example of keeping the 
government in check. 

Speaking of keeping an eye on local 
government, whether my dad is talking 
about his work day at the dinner table 
or running away from the dinner table to 
write about a breaking political story, the 
news is definitely a large part of our life 
at home. I’m aware of what’s happening 
locally, so I know journalists are always 
attending school board meetings, writing 
about politicians and scrambling to meet 
deadlines. Either way, they are constantly 
busy with elected officials. But never too 
busy to watch their awesome, fleet-footed, 
line-drive hitting, 13-year-old daughter’s 
softball games, of course.

While I usually like to just make fun of 
my dad, I figured I would quickly take this 
unique opportunity to suggest you read his 
column on how The Examiner has been 
trying to survive these turbulent times: 
https://www.theexaminernews.com/want-
to-save-journalism-start-local-support-
the-examiner/

And as much as I love Inside Press, The 
Examiner, and local news in general, let’s 
take a moment to step away from our neck 
of the woods. Journalism also allows us to 
understand places beyond our backyard. 
Without journalists to report on places 
far away, how would we know what’s 
happening in India? What about Canada? 
What about upstate New York? What about 
anywhere outside our little bubble?

As important as it is to study journalism, 
it is equally important to support it. The 
adult consumers of today were once kids 
and the kids of today are the adults of the 
future. In the words of Thomas Jefferson, 
“Our liberty depends on the freedom of the 
press, and that cannot be limited without 
being lost.” 

In order to preserve this liberty, the 
youth of today must value and support 
well-sourced, quality journalism. We must 
be thankful for the news outlets we have 
but also think back on how much we’ve 
lost. 

Just a few years ago, the country enjoyed 
so many more journalists, especially print 
journalists. Over the past 15 years, one in 
five newspapers have gone out of business, 
and the number of journalists employed at 
newspapers have been cut in half. These 
numbers are only getting worse. My dad 
taught me most of what I know about 
journalism, but the following I can infer on 
my own: save the press now while there’s 
still time. 

Maddie Stone is a 13-year-old, seventh-
grader at Fox Lane Middle School in Bedford. 
She is asking readers who want and support 
professionally produced journalism in their 
hometown to visit https://givebutter.com/
theexaminernews and consider making a 
donation to the Examiner - COVID-19 Local 
News Fund.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Letter to the Editor

Before the first coronavirus case even 
appeared in Putnam County, residents 
and community leaders embraced the 
opportunity to set politics aside and work 
together for the common good, putting 
health and safety first. That’s the kind of 
leadership people are looking for and what 
we at Putnam County government continue 
to represent.

So, I was disappointed and, frankly, 
stunned to read Philipstown Town 
Supervisor Richard Shea’s letter saying 
that the county government under my 
leadership has not taken appropriate action 
to protect Putnam residents during this 
awful COVID-19 pandemic. 

He is simply wrong. As county executive, 
I and the employees who are running the 
county government with just 50 percent 
staffing are laser-focused on protecting our 
residents, workers and communities from 
the devastation this global pandemic has 
caused elsewhere.

I have repeatedly demanded state Health 
Department officials set up a test site in 
Putnam so that we could get accurate data 
quickly and respond appropriately. 

Although there are many who would like 
to take credit for the drive-through testing 
the county Health Department ran recently. 
All of the credit should go to our incredibly 
dedicated and hardworking Health 
Department staff. This limited testing is 
not enough, as we have let the state know, 
and we intend to keep pressing the state for 
more.

Just last week, I requested the county 
legislature transfer more than $220,000 in 
funds to cover the cost of essential personal 
protective equipment that our Bureau 

of Emergency Services and Purchasing 
Department were savvy enough to locate 
in this time of scarcity. Those supplies will 
not only go to county first responders and 
healthcare workers, but to first responder 
groups from municipalities as well.

Information is vital and so, after every 
day’s conference call with the Health 
Department, Putnam Hospital President 
Peter Kelly, relevant county department 
heads and legislative leaders, we post a 
dashboard showing our latest COVID-19 
data. 

In addition to that daily call, I have daily 
briefings with the governor, the White 
House, NYSAC and Dr. Michael Nesheiwat, 
Putnam’s health commissioner. All of these 
calls and actions are in service of protecting 
the 99,000 residents of Putnam County. At 
the same time, the county leadership is 
wrestling with a state budget handed down 
to us with gaping holes to fill. 

Putnam County has teamed up with The 
United Way of Westchester and Putnam 
and the Food Bank of the Hudson Valley to 
provide food to families and seniors who face 
a new economic uncertainty. 

The COVID-19 public health crisis has had 
an impact on our Main Street economy, our 
schools and our families. This administration 
is working hard to aid those businesses, 
employers, workers and families.

The road to recovery is uncharted, but 
Putnam County government will be there to 
assist every step of the way. It would help if 
we all worked together.

MaryEllen Odell
Putnam County Executive

Putnam County Has Stepped Up to Address 
Residents’ Needs During Crisis
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Fuel Oil •Gasoline • HVAC • Service • Propane •Diesel
We Make Warm and Now “Cool” Friends Too! 

www.SclafaniEnergy.com • 1 (845) 628-1330

Get Ready for Summer!
A/C Start Up 

Special $99.00
Heating Oil, Propane, Gas, Diesel, Air Conditioning, Full Service, 24 HR emergency 

Heating Assistance! Installs, repairs and upgrades! 
Over 30 years, licensed, insured and bonded! We are #1 because our 

customers come fi rst! Senior Discounts!
Budget accounts, Automatic or call us for next day delivery at C.O.D.pricing! 

Place an Order online www.SclafaniEnergy.com
Serving Northern Westchester, Southern Dutchess & Putnam Counties! 

TO OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS: 
Sclafani Energy is dedicated to serving our community during these 
challenging times. All of our personnel wear face masks and practice 

proper procedures when making deliveries and service calls to keep you 
and your family safe.

Limited Time Offer!
Heating System 

Cleaning $149

★★★★OPEN FOR BUSINESS!★★★★
Same Family. Same Location. Since 1848.

(914) 737-2000

2 N. WATER ST. PEEKSKILL, NY     WWW.DAINSLUMBER.COM

CURBSIDE PICKUP & DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE

LUMBER
HARDWARE

DOORS
WINDOWS
FLOORING

  DECKING
  SIDING

  MOLDING
  SAWMILLING

LIVE EDGE SLABS

OPENFORBUSINESS

M-F  7:30-4:30  &  SAT  8:00-1:00

Family Owned and Operated
“Our Reputation Is Our Greatest Asset”

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

(845) 279-8809
Quality & Service

Lic: #93

EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED • REPAIRED • CLEANED

• CURTAIN DRAINS
• WATERLINES
• LAND DRAINAGE
• SITEWORK
• UNDER ROAD BORING

• ELECTRIC SNAKING
• SEWER HOOKUPS

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

• RADIO DETECTION SERVICES

www.tyndallseptic.com

TYNDALL
SEPTIC SYSTEMS INC.

Since 1968

Stay 
Healthy!We Are Here  

For You...

To the people of my beloved Yorktown 
and surrounding communities:

During this diffi cult time I applaud the efforts of everyone 
to work together and persevere as only Americans can. 

Let us continue to treat each other 
with patience, respect and love.
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Spring is a time of renewal, and soon we will be
gathering together again, laughing and enjoying the gifts 

that God has bestowed on all of us!

And fi nally, a special 
"� ank you" to fi rst 

responders everywhere! 
You have answered our calls 
for help in this time of need 

without complaint.
Sincerely,

Yorktown Councilman 
Vishnu Patel

STUCK IN THE HOUSE?
Chef Rob is Now Providing
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

to our amazing community.

Text the word “ORDER” to 914-354-3023
To place an online order and we’ll get you started

363 Underhill Rd • (Town Hall Parking Lot) Yorktown Hts 10598
Temporary Hrs: T-F 6am to 6pm • robcookfood.com • Email: info@robcookfood.com

BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER
Wraps • Soups • Hot Dogs • Mac BowlsCoffee and Much More!

Homemade Cornbread Waffl es and Breakfast Served all Day
Lobster Rolls and Lobster Mac and Cheese 

Tuesdays: 2 for 1 Burgers and Soup Specials
ENTRÉES

Chipotle BBQ Pulled Pork
Braised Brisket

Chicken Carol • Meatballs
Grilled Chicken or Cajun Grilled 

Chicken Breast

SIDES
Mashed Potatoes

Penne Vodka or Marinara
Smoked Gouda Mac ‘n Cheese

Mixed Vegetables
Sautéed Spinach

French Fries • Rice and Beans

FAMILY OF 3 $29.95
1 Entrée  • 1 Large Side

1 Small Side

FAMILY OF 4 $38.95
1 Entrée (approx. 2lbs)

2 Large Sides

FAMILY OF 5 $47.95
1 Entrée (approx. 2.5lbs)

2 Large Sides
1 Small Side

Ala carte sides 
$5 small, $8 large.

All meals come with one fresh 
baked cookie per person.

Add salad or soup to each meal 
for $2 per person.

Family 
Meal 

Deals!



April 21 - April 27, 2020www.TheExaminerNews.com 15

★★★★OPEN FOR BUSINESS!★★★★

We Are 
Here For 

You...
Thank You to Our 
First Responders & 

Health Care Workers!

Stay 
Well!

ALL FUEL CO.
The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster
• Burner Sales, Service 
  & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for 
  Cooking   & Heating

845-278-7312

15 Washington Ave • Pleasantville, NY
@ lilchocolateshoppe

I want to thank each and every one of you for your support 
during this challenging time. I am deeply touched by all the 

orders,  purchases and gift cards you have placed or 
purchased these last few weeks. I am truly blessed to be part 
of the Northern Westchester community and especially the 

Village of Pleasantville.
We will get through this together!

-Anne� e C� asu� no
Mother’s Day is Fast Approaching, 

Place Your Orders Now! 
You can call for prepared gifts to go with curbside 

pickup!! And of course we also have all the comfort 
sweets and chocolates you crave.

914-769-0771C A L L

Lil’ Chocolate Shoppe
To All My Friends, Neighbors & Customers:

Is Open Everyday 
Oscar's Italian Restaurant

for Take-out, 
Curbside Pickup 

and Local Delivery
The Comfort Food You Crave!

914 245-0920
2026 Saw Mill River Rd  • Yorktown Heights

(across from The Triangle Shopping Center)
Oscar’s II in Somers is open everyday from 3-7.

200 East Main Street, Mount Kisco, NY 10549
(914) 241-0955

200 East Main Street, Mount Kisco, NY 10549 (914) 241-0955

SilverSpoonCateringNY.com

We’re still here!
Silver Spoon Catering has helped the community by providing over 150 meals to hospital employees.

We’re still here for you!  You can order any of our a la carte items and they'll be available for Curbside  
Pickup.  Now making comfort foods as easy-to-reheat meals and providing elegant dinners for small  
groups.

Silver Spoon Catering. Good food. All the time. We’re still here.
 

New menus at SilverSpoonCateringNY.com. 

Gofundme page: Westchester County Feed the Front Lines.  
 

We’re still here!
Silver Spoon Catering has helped the community by  

providing over 150 meals to hospital employees.

We’re still here for you!  
You can order any of our  

a la carte items and they’ll be available for  
Curbside and Delivery.  Now making comfort foods as 

easy-to-reheat meals and providing elegant dinners  
for small groups.

Silver Spoon Catering. 
Good food. All the time. We’re still here.

 
New menus at SilverSpoonCateringNY.com 

Schneider Financial is open to be a 
resource for our community. We are

here to help with your questions  
regarding individual, business and

financial changes and needs.

Securities offered through Cantella & Co., Inc.  Member FINRA/SIPC. Cantella 
and Co., Inc. does not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. This material has 
been prepared for informational purposes only, and is not intended to provide, and 
should not be relied on for tax, legal or accounting advice.  You should consult your 
own tax, legal or accounting advisors before engaging in any transaction.
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Living now in the Trump Park 
condo in Yorktown, I rarely think 
about certain household chores or 
needs that I enjoyed (or hated) in 
my former single-family home. 

One of the features I had to 
give up was probably the most 
practical room in the house: the 
mudroom.   

What the decompression 
chamber is to astronauts and 
what the hyperbaric chamber is to 
deep sea divers, so the mudroom 
is to homeowners. It’s that in-
between area that allows one to 
transition with impunity from one 
environment that may be dusty, 
dirty, muddy or wet into a cleaner 
space. 

At least that is the purpose it served 
when we were an agrarian society and 
kicked off boots muddied from a day in the 
fields before entering the main house. 

Mostly as a lean-to shed or an enclosed 
porch attached to the back of the house, 
mudrooms were popular from the 18th 
century to the 1920s. But as our society 
shifted way from farming, mudrooms were 
banished in back to give way to the foyer 
in front. 

But in the 1950s, perhaps because 
Americans started to collect more “stuff” 
in a more prosperous time following World 
War II, the mudroom regained popularity, 
adding storage space to the function of 
housing coats and shoes. At the turn of the 

21st century, it morphed into a 
combo storage/laundry room 
when homeowners demanded 
that washers and dryers make 
their way up from the basement.  

But eventually designers 
questioned the wisdom of 
combining a place for shedding 
dirt with laundering, and washers 
and dryers made their way up 
to the more convenient second-
story bedroom level.

Today the mudroom serves 
many individualized needs of 
the homeowner and most times 
is now incorporated into the 
footprint of the house, taking 
space from the kitchen and most 
often situated as an entry from an 

attached garage. I’ve listed homes where 
the mudroom has featured a pantry as an 
extension to the kitchen, an office, a hobby 
center, a sports equipment storage facility, a 
potting room for the garden and a changing 
room for the pool, the latter of which was 
the case with my mudroom.

When I found my former historic home, 
it featured a motley mudroom that had been 
tacked on to the back of the house sometime 
after 1860. All but abandoned in terms of 
maintenance, it was just a loosely framed 
lean-to with a cracked cement floor, and the 
ceiling was just the raw rafters of the roof, 
overlaid with wood shingles. There was no 
insulation and only wood shelves on one 
wall suggesting that the structure may have 

doubled as a potting shed. 
Because it was the direct 

access from our driveway 
to the kitchen, it was hardly 
an attractive entrance to the 
house.

In my boldest construction 
project before or since, I 
chipped away the broken 
cement and hand-poured 
a new concrete foundation 
from a number of mixings in 
my wheelbarrow. I insulated 
the walls and created a 
nice closet and space for a 
half-bath. Other than the 
installation of the bathroom 
fixtures and a new windowed 
door that replaced one with decaying solid 
wood, I did all the work myself. And, now, 
as a retired fixer-upper, I can appreciate the 
memory of my work on that mudroom from 
long ago.

When designing a mudroom and 
selecting its finishes, it’s well to remember 
that there’s a reason that the word “mud” 
lingers in its name. Materials for flooring 
should therefore be durable, easy to clean 
and water resistant. This is not the space 
for wall-to-wall carpeting, but tile, vinyl, 
natural slate or porcelain tile are excellent 
flooring choices.

Wall treatments also should not be 
delicate, but might be a solid vinyl, which 
can be scrubbed without damage, or 
paneling that will be more forgiving when 

visitors lean against the 
wall to remove their soiled 
shoes or boots.

One design trick is to 
use the same cabinetry in 
the mudroom that is used 
in the kitchen, which gives 
the impression that both 
rooms are bigger than they 
actually are.

Many times, mudrooms 
don’t have windows, 
although it’s ideal if they 
do. If not, overhead lighting 
is preferred rather than wall 
fixtures that protrude into 
cramped space or standing 
lamps that could interfere 

with cleaning the floor.
A modern mudroom might best include 

closed storage areas and a large closet 
organized in a way to separate clothing 
and equipment for the outside. Lacking a 
closet, the mudroom can accommodate an 
armoire for storage purposes.

Considering how many uses the 
mudroom has today, perhaps it deserves an 
upgrade in title to the “all-purpose” room.  

Bill Primavera is a writer, editor and public 
relations practitioner (www.PrimaveraPR.
com) who also happens to be a realtor® 
associated with William Raveis Real Estate 
(www.raveis.com). To engage his marketing 
and real estate expertise to market your home 
for sale, call 914-522-2076. 

The Mudroom: Unglamorous Name, Spectacular Function

Put your mind at ease...
Call us today!

(845) 621-8640
Fax: (845) 621-8639

www.sloanandfeller.com
625 Route 6

Mahopac, NY 10541

Elder  Law
Wills & Trusts

Estate Planning
Medicaid Planning

Guardianships
Probates

Put Your mind at ease...
Call us today!

Elder Law
Wills & Trusts

Estate Planning
Medicaid Planning

Guardianships
Probates
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By Ariel Markowski

On Apr. 16, Mia Stone awoke to what 
could have been a sad sixth birthday. For 
the first time, she would be unable to 
celebrate together with friends. 

Throughout the day, she opened her 
home-delivered gifts, but something was 
inevitably missing: the excitement.

That afternoon, a sound, increasing 
in volume, emanated from outside as 
she chatted with her kindergarten pals 
on a Zoom birthday call. Could it be fire 
engines? Yes. 

But in this case, the fire trucks weren’t 
summoned to respond to an emergency. 
Instead, the local heroes were going to 
help Mia celebrate her special day and 
avoid the birthday blues.

“It was such a special thing,” said 
Mount Kisco resident Alyson Stone, Mia’s 
mother. “[It] made what would have been a 
pretty quiet birthday into something truly 
memorable.”

The Mount Kisco Fire Department 
initiated this new program to provide a 
little cheer to young children bummed 
out on their birthdays because of the 
coronavirus social distancing.

Mount Kisco was inspired to provide the 
option after hearing about the Elmsford 

Fire Department offering the same 
program to its residents from Examiner 

Publisher Adam Stone, Mia’s father. 
Capt. Jon Pucila said local residents can 

e-mail chiefs@kiscofire.com with their 
location, desired date and phone number.

“We also request at least a few days’ 
notice,” he noted.

As for Elmsford, the department’s chief 
said the program is all about delivering 
birthday satisfaction to children during a 
difficult time.

“In thinking of bringing happiness to 
kids and families during this tough time, 
we’ve decided to bring joyful moments,” 
Elmsford Chief Nelson Diaz said.

Debuting on Saturday, Apr. 11, the 
special treat will continue every Saturday 
in Elmsford at least into May. Lucky 
children will also receive a small gift from 
the local heroes. (Mia received pink plastic 
fire helmets during her special delivery.)

“Residents in the village and fire 
district that signed up will be visited by 
the department and we will sing happy 
birthday to them,” Diaz remarked. “While 
the COVID-19 virus restrictions are 
necessary, in some ways so is celebrating 
these kids’ birthdays during this pandemic. 
This small and easy gesture of visiting 
these kids brought a big smile to all them 
as well as the firefighters. It was a good 
time for all.”

Local Firefighters Extinguish Birthday Blues for Children

The Mount Kisco Fire Department came to the birthday rescue, giving six-year-old Mia Stone the 
surprise of a lifetime as a fleet of firetrucks drove through the neighborhood and serenaded the 
birthday girl with a symphony of song and blaring horns. She was also treated to a pink fire helmet, 
all while abiding by social distancing.

Patrick J. McNulty Sr. • Patrick T. McNulty
Patrick J. McNulty Jr. • Daniel J. McNulty

Patrick J. McNulty Jr.  Daniel J. McNulty

Trusted, Compassionate 
Care for Three Generations

Family Owned And Supervised 

When details, service 
and price matter..

Pleasant Manor 
Funeral Home, Inc.

575 Columbus Avenue, Thornwood, NY 10594
914 - 747 - 1821

www.pleasantmanorfh.com

Discover the diff erence at

Advertise in The Examiner  •  914-864-0878
advertising@theexaminernews.com

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control & Prevention is 

now recommending people wear cloth masks outside 

the home to help slow the spread of COVID-19.

Silly or stylish, plain or fancy, mail them to: 

(XXX newspaper and address)

Our “expert” panel of judges will select category 

winners, then will distribute the masks to essential 

service workers including reporters, supermarket 

workers, drugstore employees and others in need of 

non-medical grade masks. Include your email address 

so we can notify winners.

Newspapers are encouraged to solicit local advertisers 

to provide prizes – and teachers conducting remote 

learning activities to engage students in this effort – a 

great way to engage the entire community in this effort.
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Medical-grade masks need to be reserved for healthcare workers.
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so we can notify winners.
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great way to engage the entire community in this effort.
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Nonprofit Provides Pathway From Prison Through Higher Education
By Lindsay Emery

Sean Pica was hired as the first 
executive director of the Hudson Link for 
Higher Education in 2007, but recidivism 
rates for ex-convicts suggested he should 
have never gotten his job. 

“It’s 68 percent of the men and women 
in this country that go to prison return to 
prison,” he said. “I’m not supposed to be 
here right now running a nonprofit. I’m 
supposed to be back in prison.” 

Hudson Link offers pre-college, two-
year and four-year college education 
programs to more than 640 incarcerated 
men and women in five prisons throughout 
the Hudson Valley, as well as providing 
support for re-entry into society once 
they leave prison. Pica, who helps develop 
relationships between the colleges and 
the prisons, was in the room when the 
program was founded.   

Pica was on the verge of earning his 
bachelor’s degree in 1994 when Congress 
eliminated Pell grant eligibility for 
incarcerated individuals. At the time, 
Pica had accumulated 118 credits through 
various colleges, when the legislation 
temporarily derailed him. He had earned an 
associate’s degree from Ulster Community 
College at Shawangunk Correctional 
Facility in 1991. 

However, with no federal funding, there 
was a push by prisoners to create college 
programming for prisoners through other 
sources. He was invited by some of the 

men who had already graduated to sit in 
on conversations about how to create a 
nonprofit organization. In 1998, Hudson 
Link was established.

“In the end, what these guys did was 
create Hudson Link as a nonprofit and 
that acted as a third-party facilitator that 
would coordinate the Department of 
Corrections interaction, registration and 
selection of students, raise the money 
to pay the colleges and figure out which 
college would be the partner,” said Pica, 
who is currently working on his MBA after 
earning masters in professional studies 
and another in social work.

Hudson Link raises every penny 
privately. When Pica started, the annual 
budget was about $280,000 but that has 
expanded to $2.4 million. Hudson Link has 
also become a third-party facilitator model 
that has been replicated in other states. 

The higher education program has a 
two-year waiting list at some sites. In 
order to be accepted, an applicant must 
have a high school diploma or a General 
Education Diploma (GED), Pica said. For 
those without a high school or equivalency 
diploma, the Department of Corrections 
offers a high school program. The inmate 
is required to have one discipline-free 
year, which is harder than it sounds, Pica 
said. 

“So living in a max security prison, and 
be disciplinary-free for one year, you need 
something to motivate you for that because 
otherwise there are a lot of things that are 

going on that you’re not really motivated 
to not get into trouble,” he said. 

An inmate is also not allowed to have 
any disciplinary infractions during the 
college program. Therefore, the program 
has a positive ripple effect on the prison’s 
population, Pica said. 

“If we have 200 students at Sing Sing 
alone and there’s only 1,800 in the whole 
prison and 200 can’t have a disciplinary 
infraction, all of a sudden, it has this effect 
on this whole population that you just can’t 
even imagine,” he said.

Hudson Link is in five prisons across 
New York state – Sing Sing Correctional 
Facility, Greene Correctional Facility, 
Taconic Correctional Facility, Sullivan 
Correctional Facility and Shawangunk – 
with different colleges partnering at each 

site. All sites offer a college preparatory 
program and offer different degrees and 
course studies depending on the colleges 
that are at each prison. 

The classes that are offered through 
Hudson Link’s program are the same as the 
ones that are offered through the college 
that they are partnered with. Hudson 
Link only runs in-person classes and uses 
adjunct professors who are paid the same 
rate as if they were on campus. Computer 

A college graduation for the inmates can be an 
emotional experience.

For inmates who earn a college degree through 
Hudson Link for Higher Education, there is a 
greater chance of success following release from 
prison.

continued on page 20



April 21 - April 27, 2020www.TheExaminerNews.com 19

We’re  #PutnamStrong

To our  
community, 
thank you
On behalf of the staff at Putnam Hospital, I wish to extend a heartfelt thanks  
to our community—from residents to civic groups to local businesses—for the  
tremendous outpouring of support, donations and words of encouragement  
we have received throughout this global crisis.

You have all had a profound and positive impact on our work and personal  
lives, and for that, we are immeasurably grateful. We will continue to serve  
our community like family, with the utmost care and compassion. We remain  
honored to be your trusted healthcare partner and neighbor.

With sincere appreciation, 
Peter Kelly, President 
Putnam Hospital
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Con Edison Helps Outfit Healthcare Workers in Coronavirus Fight
By Martin Wilbur

Con Edison is known for bringing 
electricity to its customers throughout 
portions of the metropolitan area. This month 
its technicians, managers and engineers are 
also delivering critical protective equipment 
to those in the trenches in the battle against 
the coronavirus.

The utility is donating 40,000 face shields 
made at its multipurpose machine shop 
in the Bronx by members of Local 1-2 to 

healthcare workers treating COVID-19 
patients at Westchester County hospitals 
and other facilities.

Last Friday, Con Edison Vice President 
Bronx-Westchester Electric Operations 
Shakira Wilson presented the first 6,000 
shields packed in boxes to County Executive 
George Latimer at the Department of 
Emergency Services in Valhalla. The 
remaining 34,000 pieces will be delivered by 
the end of the month and distributed by the 
county.

“We are all working together to get 
everyone through the pandemic safely and 
we can think of none other than to support 
the healthcare workers on the front lines 
risking their lives to save others,” Wilson 
said.

To make the face shields, workers use 
500-pound rolls of thin, plastic sheeting and 
cut into three-foot by eight-foot sections. 
Then, 40 of those sections are placed 
between two pieces of plywood.

The stack is fed into a machine with a 
robotic arm that fires a thin, high-pressure 
spray of water and garnet to cut the 
plywood and plastic sheets. One sheet 
makes 12 shields, and in less than three 
hours, 480 shields can be produced. Two 
shifts of workers are making the protective 
equipment, turning out 4,000 a day. The 
shields soak in a solution of water and 
Windex before being wiped cleaned and 
packed in boxes of 600 for shipping.

Each lightweight shield is one piece, with 
ties that hook behind the wearer’s head to 
hold the protection in place. The shields are 
easy to clean, which makes them reusable.

“The folks working on this take great 
pride in it,” said Nurrani Alli, a construction 
manager in Con Edson’s Central Operations. 
“The fight against coronavirus requires 
a collective effort with every one of us 
contributing. We’re happy to play a role 
by providing healthcare workers with 
equipment they need to take care of us.”

Several weeks ago, Chris Bentley, a 
section manager in Con Edison’s Central 

Engineering group, and John Constable, a 
senior engineer, began discussing whether 
the company could design and make 
equipment to help healthcare workers. They 
came up with a design for the one-piece 
shields.

They researched the material Con Edison 
would need to make the shields. An initial 
run produced about 100 of them and went 
smoothly enough to convince the team to 
begin mass production.

Latimer said he and the personnel that 
will be using the shields are grateful to Con 
Edison for their efforts.

“It’s going to be a great asset to our 
healthcare workers, and overall, 40,000 
by the end of the month, it’s a tremendous 
contribution,” he said.

Across

1. Flatten
5. The ___ button
9. He fiddled while Rome burned
10. Czech capital
12. Box
13. Brown, of hair
14. Personal quirk
15. Most festive
16. Makes more animated
19. Strips
20. Dreary song
24. Drink
26. Edge
29. Raise your hand at auction
30. Crystal clear
31. Without thinking
32. ____ file: Frederick Forsyth 
spy
thriller
33. On the ocean
34. Marries
35. German guy

Down

1. Shoe section
2. Complain
3. Big tech company
4. Neither’s partner
5. Look after a child
6. Chills and fever
7. Nasty dogs

8. Spiderman’s real name
10. Part of a website
11. “Hotel____” movie
17. Malady
18. WW II victory symbols
21. Type of sugar
22. Thyroid problem
23. Win over
25. Phi ___ Kappa
26. Move like lava
27. Bad-mannered
28. Wiped out the competition
31. Cheer leader cheer

Answers on page 22

Crossword  

 ● Each row and each column must contain the  
numbers 1 through 6 without repeating.

 ● The numbers within the heavily outlined boxes,  
called cages, must combine using the given operation 
(in any order) to produce the target numbers in the 
top-left corners. 

 ● Freebies: Fill in single-box cages with the number in 
the top-left corner.
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page 22

A technician at the Con Edison machine shop 
in the Bronx making one of the 40,000 face 
shields that are being produced this month for 
healthcare workers in Westchester.Nonprofit Provides Pathway From 

Prison Through Higher Education
labs on a closed system are available at 
all five sites so that students have the 
opportunity to conduct research, write and 
print their papers for their professors. 

Pica said the students might learn 
differently, but they outperform some of 
their traditional college campus peers. 

“The thing that I’m hearing over and 
over from professors is that they actually 
have to overprepare because the students 
read so much more than the traditional 
student and give so much more in the 
discussion in the classroom, that they find 
themselves having to prepare more to get 
through the 16 weeks of course work than 
they would on the traditional campus,” he 
said. 

continued front page 18

Hudson Link for Higher Education provides 
inmates at five state prisons, including Sing Sing 
Correctional Facility in Ossining, with the chance 
to earn a college degree.
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New York Attorney General Letitia James 
took action Monday to protect millions of New 
Yorkers and block debt collectors from raiding 
billions of dollars in emergency stimulus 
payments authorized by the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES 
Act). 

James issued official guidance to banking 
institutions, creditors and debt collectors, 
making clear that financial relief provided 
through stimulus payments are exempt from 
garnishment under New York law.

 The CARES Act authorized the U.S. 
Department of Treasury to send billions of 
dollars to Americans struggling as a result of 
the economic fallout of the coronavirus, but 
these emergency stimulus payments were 
not designated as exempt from garnishment, 
allowing debt collectors to potentially benefit 
before consumers. 

“As the coronavirus crisis continues to 
wreak havoc on our society, I will do everything 
in my power to protect the wallets of every 
New Yorker,” James said. “Today, we are taking 
concrete action to ensure debt collectors 
keep their hands off New Yorkers’ stimulus 
payments. This official guidance makes clear 
that banks and debt collectors cannot freeze 
or seize stimulus funds that are on their way 
to New York families, and any institution that 
violates this guidance will face swift legal 
action from my office.”

Her guidance is based on multiple state and 
federal consumer protection laws and clarifies 
that any attempt to garnish stimulus funds 
from New Yorkers will be treated as a violation 
of these laws. 

Congress passed the law, but still left 
vulnerable Americans susceptible to predatory 
creditors. James led a bipartisan coalition of 25 
states in calling on Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin and the Trump Administration 
to ensure CARES Act payments would be 
exempt from garnishment. To date, the 
Treasury Department has refused the request. 

The guidance also addresses what are 
known as “setoffs,” where a bank seizes funds 
in a consumer’s account at the bank to pay a 
debt owed to the bank. CARES Act payments 
are now exempt from this abusive and unfair 

practice.
The CARES Act authorized the Treasury 

Department to issue emergency stimulus 
payments of up to $1,200 for eligible adults and 
up to $500 for eligible children to help offset 
the costs of essentials, like housing, groceries, 
car payments and other necessary expenses.

The attorney general has also sent 13 
cease and desist letters to individuals and 
companies selling and marketing certain 
products as preventive treatments or cures 
for the coronavirus and has sent 78 cease 
and desist orders to companies providing 

medical transportation services to Medicaid 
recipients that are violating the state’s 
requirements prohibiting medical transports 
with more than one occupant per vehicle 
during this crisis. 

Working with domain name registrars 
across the nation, James has removed more 
than 20 fraudulent websites for marketing 
scams. Additionally, the attorney general’s 
office has responded to more than 3,000 
individuals regarding labor-related complaints 
or questions.

New York AG: Stimulus Checks Off Limits to Debt Collectors

Boy Scouts Create, Donate Protective Equipment 
for Critical Workers
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“The place to turn in your time of need!”

The Westchester-Putnam Council of 
Boy Scouts of America has teamed up 
with Westchester’s United for the Troops 
to make masks and scrub caps for local 
county day care workers, first responders, 
supermarkets and stores.

“We were approached by the National 
Boy Scouts of America Council along 
with other councils in the area to give 
away neckerchiefs for the purpose of 
making masks and scrubs,” said Rich 
Stockton, scout executive and CEO for the 
Westchester-Putnam Council.

The project was coordinated by Daniel 
Conniff, assistant scout executive and COO 
for the Westchester-Putnam Council.  

“Once we knew we were getting 8,640 
neckerchiefs, we reached out to United 

for the Troops, who has outreach in 
the Westchester, Putnam and Rockland 
areas,” Conniff said. “They connected us 
to several organizations to distribute the 
neckerchiefs.”

Jimmy Rathschmidt, co-founder of 
United for the Troops, said the neckerchiefs 
have been donated to several organizations 
in the area.

Yorktown BSA Troop 165 Scoutmaster 
Jann Mirchandani has been making scrub 
caps from the donated neckerchiefs with 
her Facebook group, Croton Face Masks 
Makers.

“We wanted to help our local community 
who may be in short supply of masks and 
scrub caps,” she said. 

WESTCHESTER-PUTNAM COUNCIL PHOTO

Ethan Burns of Somers Troop 376 picked up a case 
on Friday to make masks and face bandannas 
for day care workers, first responders and 
supermarket and store employees.
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Six months ago, few of us could have 
imagined our current world as even 
remotely plausible, as if we had strayed 
into a Stephen King novel. 

For most, neither knowledge nor 
experience would have prepared us for 
such a turn in our lives, and the lives of 
everyone on this planet we share.

But for those whose parents saw the 
early years of the 20th century, we are 
no strangers to a prior time summed 
up simply: 1918. A staple now on every 
news broadcast, we hear much about the 
cataclysm that shook the world that year 
when a virulent strain 
of influenza swept the 
planet in three waves, 
sent at least 50 million 
people to their deaths 
and left in its wake 
a trail of guilt and remorse in many of its 
survivors.

Spanish Influenza, so called despite 
no evidence of Spanish origin, placed its 
indelible mark on my family with that third 
wave in October 1918. It was a story my 
siblings and I learned at an early age, as 
my father recounted the tragic loss of his 
younger sister, Florence, one of 33,000 
New Yorkers taken by this scourge. 

Every death is tragic. My father’s 
parents knew that only too well. In a little 
more than a decade they buried four of their 
seven children, three of them dead before 
seeing a third birthday, victims to the 
common childhood ailments of the time. 

But Florence was different. She was no 
two- or three-year-old. She was a beautiful, 
vibrant, intelligent, sweet girl of 13, on 
the cusp of womanhood. The apple of her 
father’s eye, my grandfather made no effort 
to hide his favoritism.  

To my father, five years her elder, 
she was his to protect from the ruffians 

of their Yorkville 
neighborhood, then 
quite a different place 
from the gentrified area 
it is today. Still, it was a 
clear rung up the ladder 

from the Five Points and Hell’s Kitchen 
neighborhoods family members had called 
home as they left Ireland behind and made 
their way to the American dream.

In 1918, that dream turned into a 
nightmare. And when Florence died in 
October 1918, a fighter to the end, my 
grandfather blamed himself for her death. 
A streetcar motorman, in contact every 
day with thousands, he was convinced until 

the day he died that he had 
brought the virus home.

Growing up, listening 
to our father’s tales, my 
siblings and I came to know 
Florence as if she walked 
beside us. My father 
would show us the scar 
on his arm where a direct 
blood transfusion had been 
done, his vein to hers, in a 
desperate attempt to save 
her in the hours before 
death. But in the end my 
father could not save her, 
other than to preserve and 
pass on to his children the memory of a 
young girl’s brief 13 years. There was not a 
day that she did not cross his mind.

I am blessed with three daughters, and 
with joy I have watched them grow from 
children to mature women with families of 
their own. And as each approached the age 
of 13, my stolen aunt came alive in them, 
and I felt anew the enormous loss my 
family had suffered.  

Florence shone in their smiles, laughter, 
intelligence and grace. The few photos of 
her that survive bear mute testimony to 
what was lost when she died – children, 

grandchildren, cousins, an 
aunt, an uncle – all people I 
would have proudly called 
family, shared holiday meals 
with and hailed at weddings, 
wakes and yes, funerals. 

My oldest granddaughter 
just turned 10, a perfect 
blend of her Irish and Italian 
roots. Apple of many an 
eye, in three short years I 
will look upon her and be 
reminded that those we have 
lost are never really gone, as 
long as we remember them 
and continue their story. 

Pleasantville resident Brian McGowan 
was born and raised in the Bronx. He 
is a second-, third- and fifth-generation 
Irish-American/Canadian, and author 
of two books: “Love, Son John,” about a 
U.S. soldier’s World War II experiences, 
and “Thunder at Noon,” historical fiction 
based on the Battle of Waterloo. Both are 
available at Amazon.com. Reach him at 
brian.m.mcgowan1952@gmail.com or on 
Twitter (@Bmcgowan52M). To see more of 
his writing on “things Irish,” follow his blog, 
“Rethinking Irish,” at www.rethinkingirish.
com.

1918 to 2020: A Stolen Aunt and the Power of a Brother’s Memory

Responding to the economic fallout from 
the global coronavirus pandemic that has 
wiped out jobs, decimated incomes and is 
threatening to push the economy into a 
recession, Pace University is now offering 
its career services resources to parents of 
students who have lost jobs, the university 
announced last week.

In extending its full range of resources, 
relationships, recruitment and know-
how to include parents adversely affected 
by economic fallout of this crisis, Pace’s 
Department of Career Services is ready to 
help families in need find employment.

“Pace has a long tradition of creating 
opportunities for our students,” said 
President Marvin Krislov. “In this uncertain 
time, we’re very pleased to do the same for 

Pace families by extending Career Services 
placement expertise to parents of our 
students. We know that student success is 
directly tied to family stability, but, more 
important, it’s the right thing to do at a time 
when people need us most.”

In addition to providing career services to 
adults, Pace University is providing supplies 
for front-line healthcare workers, sending 
volunteers to much-needed hospitals and 
medical centers in the region, and marshaling 
its resources to assist those who need help, 
Krislov said.

This is the first time Pace Career Services is 
being offered beyond students and the alumni 
population to include parents. Historically, 
Pace has some of the strongest job placement 
outcomes among undergraduate and graduate 

students. It’s one of the many reasons that 
Pace is ranked first in upward economic 
mobility among four-year private universities, 
according to a study conducted by Harvard 
University’s Opportunity Insights.

“As career professionals we know too well 
the stress a person typically experiences 
when they lose work, even in the best of 
circumstances and economies,” said Phyllis 
Mooney, executive director of Pace’s Career 
Services. “But to lose a job in the middle of 
a pandemic, the team is heartbroken to think 
how overwhelmed some of our students’ 
families must feel now. This is where we can, 
and are happy to help, no matter what kind 
of job a Pace parent is looking for.  And we 
are just one confidential phone call or e-mail 
away.”

Each year, hundreds of companies – from 
Fortune 500s and the major accounting firms 
to government agencies and small business 
– actively recruit from Pace’s New York City 
and Pleasantville campuses. The department 
of Career Services, which each year brings 
more than 450 employers to its campuses 
through 12 career fairs and many other 
networking events, connects students to 
brand name companies in accounting, media 
and entertainment, nonprofits, health care, 
science and technology and hospitality, among 
many other fields. It taps into its traditional 
resources and contacts, and scouring job 
boards and online resources to help connect 
people with the right jobs.

In 2019, Pace had access to roughly 
60,000 job and internship postings, of which 
Pace students completed more than 8,000 
internships, co-ops, practicums and field 
experiences. The university expects that 
number to grow in the coming years.

“From Day One, students are introduced 
to Pace’s expert Career Services team and 
learn of our many career counseling services, 
including our robust calendar of employer 
events for that year,” Mooney said. 

“At Pace, we help all students no matter 
who they are, who they know or what they 
are majoring in find their unique career path. 
In addition to introducing them to a huge 
roster of employers through our mega and 
‘boutique’ fairs, we offer students individual 
appointments and workshops on everything 
from resume writing, building a professional 
brand, interview skills and salary negotiation. 
Now, we’re helping parents with those skills.”

To contact Pace’s Department of Career 
Services, call 212-346-1950 or e-mail 
careers@pace.edu.

Pace Career Services Extends Help to Parents Affected by Coronavirus  

 

 ● Each row and each column must contain the  
numbers 1 through 6 without repeating.

 ● The numbers within the heavily outlined boxes,  
called cages, must combine using the given operation 
(in any order) to produce the target numbers in the 
top-left corners. 

 ● Freebies: Fill in single-box cages with the number in 
the top-left corner.
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 ● Each row and each column must contain the  
numbers 1 through 6 without repeating.

 ● The numbers within the heavily outlined boxes,  
called cages, must combine using the given operation 
(in any order) to produce the target numbers in the 
top-left corners. 

 ● Freebies: Fill in single-box cages with the number in 
the top-left corner.
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Crossword 
Answers

Irish Eclectic

By Brian McGowan

Dealing with Stress and 
Anxiety During These 

Diffi cult Times?  

Therapy Available 
with FaceTime.

Philip G. Oraby, M.A., M.Ed
Psychotherapist, License # 000199

          
Licensed in Individual, Family, 

and Marriage Therapy

253 Washburn Rd., 
Briarcliff Manor, N.Y.10510

Cell: (914) 715-6282 
poraby@aol.com
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

By Rev. Beth Graham

Isolation is hard! So many of my extroverted friends are particularly struggling; 
they are longing for a party. I hope, along with all of you, that we will be having 
parties and gatherings sooner rather than later. 

But there is one thing I have been reminded of during this time of social paucity; 
that there is Someone who is there with us no matter what. If we believe in God 
at all, we know that He is present with us, able to be everywhere at the same 
time. So, He is in my home, and yours, He’s at the hospitals and at the gravesites, 
comforting, speaking, strengthening. 

In the book of Isaiah, God says, 
“When you pass through the 
waters, I will be with you, and 
through the rivers, they shall 
not overwhelm you.” I hope that 
each of us senses and seeks the 
presence of God as we ride out 
this coronavirus river.                                                                                                                    

Rev. Beth Graham is the pastor 
at Hillside Church in Armonk 
and is part of the Armonk Faith 
Alliance. The alliance also 
comprises Congregation B’nai 
Yisrael, St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church, St. Patrick’s RC Church 
and St. Nersess’ Armenian 
Seminary.

A Spiritual View

As I’m penning 
this week’s column, 
it feels like a typical 
mid-April spring day. 
Blue skies, the sun 
beating down while 
the air is still crisp 
and tulips ushering in 
the cascade of spring 
color from flowering 
bulbs and bushes. 

But, unfortunately, 
it’s not a typical spring day. It’s a day during 
which I’m otherwise confined 
to sheltering in place as we 
all fight this deadly virus that 
has upended our lives. 

So what am I to do to 
persevere through these 
dark days? Remote working 
still goes on, but my days 
have free time that I’ve rarely 
enjoyed in the past. Now 
beginning my fifth week of life on pause, I’ve 
exhausted many of the diversions that were 
once invigorating but now lack excitement. 

Especially those with a wine theme. I’ve 
exhausted viewing the list of wine-themed 
movies I recommended a few columns back. 
The Zoom wine tastings I partook in with 
friends, as I suggested in another recent 
column, reminded me that digital reality is no 
substitute for physical reality. What next? 

And then it hit me. I went to the wine books 
section of my home library shelves. Browsing 
through the titles, I noticed books not yet 
read and those worthy of a second read. I now 

have a new wine-themed diversion.  
Allow me to offer for your consideration 

several of the books on my shelf, grouped 
by topic. These books transport me to 
vineyards, wineries and locales where wine 
has flourished for centuries. The places, 
people and science remind me that wine is an 
integral component of the intricate fiber that 
constitutes our society. 

Space restricts the length of my list and any 
meaningful descriptions. For most books, the 
subtitle provides an enticing summary of the 
subject matter. Feel free to contact me for a 

more comprehensive list.
1. A Deep Dive into the 

Science
“Oxford Companion to 

Wine” by Jancis Robinson. 
Google in hard copy, and 
remarkably on one Google 
website.

“Kevin Zraly Windows 
on the World Complete 

Wine Course, 2019 Edition.” Chock-full of 
interesting tidbits; an amazing four million 
copies sold.

“Winetaster’s Secrets: A Step-by-Step 
Guide to the Art of Wine Tasting” by Andrew 
Sharp.

“Native Wine Grapes of Italy,” by Ian 
D’Agata. Everything you ever wanted to 
know.

2. A Practical Understanding of Wine
“Secrets of the Sommeliers” by Rajat Parr 

and Jordan MacKay.
“Taste Buds and Molecules: The Art and 

Science of Food with Wine” by François 

Chartier.
3. Views of the Wine Industry
“Cork Dork: A Wine-Fueled Adventure 

Among the Obsessive Sommeliers, Big 
Bottle Hunters, Rogue 
Scientists Who Taught 
Me to Live for Taste” 
by Bianca Bosker.

“Inventing Wine: A 
New History of One 
of the World’s Most 
Ancient Pleasures” by 
Paul Lukacs.

“Napa” by James 
Conaway. Excellent 
history of the 
pioneering families and 
vintners.  

4.  Traveling the World
“In Search of Bacchus: Wanderings in 

the Wonderful World of Wine Tourism” by 
George M. Taber.

“Vanilla Beans and Brodo: Real Life in the 
Hills of Tuscany by Isabella Dusi.

“A Year in Provence” by Peter Mayle. His 
first, a classic.

5.  Reflections by Wine Professionals
“Passion on the Vine” by Sergio Esposito.
“Reflections of a Wine Merchant on a 

Lifetime in the Vineyards and Cellars of 
France and Italy” by Neal I. Rosenthal.

“The Hills of Tuscany: A New Life in an 
Old Land” by Ferenc Máté.

6. Reads Like a Novel
“The Billionaire’s Vinegar: The Mystery of 

the World’s Most Expensive Bottle of Wine” 
by Benjamin Wallace.

“In Vino Duplicitas: The Rise and Fall 
of a Wine Forger Extraordinaire” by Peter 
Hellman.

“The Road to Burgundy: The Unlikely 
Story of an American 

Making Wine and a 
New Life in France” by 
Ray Walker.

“Wine and War: The 
French, the Nazis, and 
the Battle for France’s 
Greatest Treasure” 
by Donald and Petie 
Kladstrup.

7. Fiction 
“The Vintage 

Caper” by Peter Mayle. 
“Nose” by James Conaway.
“The Winemaker’s Wife” by Kristin 

Harmel. Resisting the German occupation of 
the Champagne region during World War II.

Go to your favorite reading spot at home 
(or outdoors if it’s a beautiful spring day), curl 
up with one of these books (binge reading is 
acceptable) and a glass of wine (after 5 p.m. 
of course). And pray for a return to a state of 
reasonable normalcy.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 25 years, he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. Nick is a member 
of the Wine Media Guild of wine journalists. 
He also offers personalized wine tastings and 
wine travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

Another Wine-themed Diversion While Sheltering in Place

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

The NORTHERN WESTCHESTER

Our dedicated, scrappy staff of seasoned, professional journalists are 
working hard every day to keep you informed. We’re proud to be 

your source for up-to-the-minute coronavirus coverage in 
Westchester, Putnam and beyond, and are so grateful for your support.

Thank you to all of our loyal readers– 
and new ones!– 

for trusting TheExaminerNews.com

givebutter.com/theexaminernews

Support Examiner Journalism
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By Dr. Navid Mootabar

We understand your worries about being 
pregnant during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Please know that our level of care for you 
and your baby hasn’t changed. 

The only alterations are safeguards to 
keep both mom and baby safe and healthy. 
In fact, you’ll be relieved to know that so 
much about being pregnant hasn’t changed 
a bit. Take a look and relax.

What’s always been good for a healthy 
pregnancy is good for your pregnancy now.

Of course, reducing your exposure to 
the virus is the best thing you can do. So 
practice proper handwashing and social 
distancing. Beyond that? In a nutshell, 
continue your normal healthy pregnancy 
habits. Eat nutritiously. Get proper 
exercise in your home, perhaps gentle 
yoga or low-impact movement videos. 
Make sleep a priority.

There’s good news for pregnant women 
and babies. Based on what is known now, 
pregnant women are at no greater risk of 
infection from the coronavirus than the 
rest of the population. 

What if you get infected? To date, there 
are no reports of the virus crossing the 
placenta to an unborn child. What is known 
at this point, a mother can’t transmit the 
virus to her unborn baby. If you do become 
positive, we will treat you appropriately.

There are fewer office visits, with the 
same level of expert monitoring. Right 
now, expectant mothers are safest at 
home. That’s why we’re limiting routine 
pregnancy visits at the office to those 
involving important tests, ultrasounds and 
bloodwork. We’ll call to review which visits 
you’ll make at our office, an extremely 
safe environment. We can offer telehealth 
visits whenever you like.

We continue to monitor your high-
risk pregnancy closely. You will receive 
your scheduled ultrasounds in the office, 
which is also very safe. (Please note that 
Northwell Health Physician Partners and 
CareMount Medical obstetricians are 
offering telehealth visits to maternity 
patients.)

Besides that, you’ll meet regularly with 
our team of maternal-fetal specialists via 
telehealth technology. There is no change 
in the level of care and monitoring you 
receive. If a problem develops, our offices 
are open and we’re here for you –always. 
That hasn’t changed one iota.

If you have a scheduled C-section, 
it’s business as usual. Same with an 
emergency C-section. Rest assured that 
your scheduled C-section will go ahead 
as planned. Because we recognize the 
importance of support during delivery, 
delivering mothers can have one support 
person present. 

To create a completely safe labor and 
delivery environment, we’re taking these 
two steps:
• Screening all support people to make 

sure they’re asymptomatic. We take 
their temperature upon arrival and 
every 12 hours thereafter.

• Testing all women in labor and those 
scheduled for a C-section upon arrival 
and during labor. This is rapid, easy 
testing with a swab. 

If you need an emergency C-section, the 
care you’ll receive has not changed.

What can you expect when you arrive 
at Northern Westchester Hospital to have 
your baby? Up to 9 p.m., everything is the 
same. Simply enter the hospital’s main 
entrance and go to the third-floor Labor 
and Delivery Department. 

After 9 p.m., maternity patients enter 
through the emergency room entrance. 
Please don’t worry. You are in no danger 
of exposure. At this entrance, everyone 
is immediately screened and masked 
regardless of symptoms. 

If you are pregnant, you bypass the 
emergency room and go straight to the 
maternity floor. You do not walk through 
the ER itself/ Safety protocols at the 
entrance means you will not be exposed to 
coronavirus as you pass through the door.

How else do we keep you and your baby 
safe? Delivery rooms and all postpartum 
rooms are private; everyone is screened 
upon arrival; support partners are 
continually screened; and all pregnant 
women are tested for the virus.

Stay calm. Keep doing all the healthy 
things you’re doing. We’ve got you 
protected.

Dr. Navid Mootabar is chief of obstetrics 
and gynecology at Northern Westchester 
Hospital.

When news of COVID-19 first 
broke a few months ago, no one 
expected it to explode here in 
the United States, let alone our 
Westchester community. 

With each passing day, we’ve 
seen a national emergency declared, 
thousands of new cases reported and 
thousands of deaths. We’ve watched 
as the virus began to consume the 
media, our education and everyday 
life as we knew it. 

As a high school senior, I understand 
the frustration many students feel. 
It’s suffocating to remain stuck 
indoors all day 
when all you want 
to do is run around 
on the field, and 
it’s disheartening 
to think that 
prom, graduation 
and other school 
traditions may be pushed back or 
canceled.

My sympathy goes out to the 
spring athletes who have put in 
countless hours of training all year, 
only to have their seasons stripped 
away from them.

My sympathy goes out to the 
juniors, who now worry about the 
effect canceled testing days and 

extracurriculars may have on college 
admissions.

My sympathy goes out to my fellow 
seniors, who are devastated over 
the loss of their second semester. 
Now should have been the time 
we celebrated our hard work and 
accomplishments over the course of 
our high school careers.

And my heart goes out to anyone 
else who wants nothing more than an 
end to this pandemic. 

But I also understand the fear. 
The fear that consumes parents as 
they witness stocks plummeting 

and supermarket 
shelves emptying. 
The fear that they 
or their loved ones 
will somehow 
contract the virus. 

We may feel 
helpless at times 

– school administrators who try to 
salvage our education to the best of 
their ability, parents as they watch 
their kids lose hope and students as 
they become increasingly frustrated 
with the restrictions imposed on 
them. None of us feel in control, and 
that’s okay.

However, there are some things 
we can do to help the situation. 

First, stay clean 
and healthy. Wash 
your hands, clean 
your devices and 
any surfaces and try 
to keep your hands 
away from your face. 
Take your vitamin C, 
get some sleep and 
drink plenty of water.

Second, while 
no one knows for 
sure when we will 
return to a sense 
of “normalcy,” it’s 
important to try and 
maintain a positive 
mindset. No, staying home all day 
isn’t ideal, but there are plenty 
of activities to occupy your time. 
Experiment with recipes you’ve 
always wanted to make, try a new 
workout, maybe read a book. Pick 
up an instrument, binge on a new 
television series, meditate. Make 
some time for yourself. 

Finally, it’s crucial we remain 
informed and practice social 
distancing in accordance with 
direction from both our local, state 
and federal governments. While the 
majority of the severe COVID-19 
cases have hit older people and those 

with underlying 
health issues hard, 
healthy, younger 
individuals aren’t 
immune. That isn’t to 
say we should cut off 
all social interaction 
with others. We can 
take advantage of our 
digital age!

Reach out to a 
friend or a loved 
one by sending a 
quick text. Check in 
on people through 
Facetime, Hangouts 
or Zoom. In times 

like these, we need one another 
more than ever.

While we can’t bring an immediate 
end to the pandemic, we can do our 
best to slow the spread. Stay home, 
stay healthy, and above all, please 
stay hopeful. These are trying times, 
but our community is resilient. 
Together, we will recover. 

Ellie Dessart is a senior at 
Bronxville High School. Her monthly 
column, “Inside the Mind of a Teen,” 
examines and addresses the issues 
pertaining to teenagers at both the 
local and global level.

A Message for Our Times: Stay Home, Stay Healthy, Stay Hopeful

By Ellie Dessart

Inside the Mind 
of a Teen

If Pregnant, Here’s How NWH is Taking Care of You and Your Baby

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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How Wine is Getting Us Through the Coronavirus Pandemic
By Marshall Tilden III

It’s no wonder that wine sales are up 
significantly in our current environment, as it 
is one of the few things providing comfort and 
sanity in an insane world right now.

As I am sure you have already heard, 
the sales of direct-to-consumer wine are 
up significantly in the U.S. right now – 
anywhere from 40 to 100 percent, depending 
on the statistics you look at. 

People are drinking more, there’s no doubt 
about it. Let’s face it, when you are stuck 
home for days upon weeks upon end, it is 
one of the few enjoyable treats that helps to 
relax the mind and body during an extremely 
intense time. But that’s just one reason why 
wine is more popular than ever.

What is just as difficult as dealing with the 
fear and paranoia of catching the dreaded 
COVID-19, is the removal of all social 
gatherings, restaurant outings and all human 
interaction that we all so naively took for 
granted. Stopping by a neighbor’s house for 
a beer before dinner is no longer allowed, let 
alone a simple Sunday barbecue with family. 

But one thing we can still share with one 
another is wine. 

I have sent wine and wine essentials 
(glasses, corkscrews, etc.) to my family 
and friends that I know will enjoy a little 
more juice while hunkered down for the 
foreseeable future, and they are so thankful 
for it. It allows me to communicate to them 
that I miss them, and hope they are managing 
their lives during what has to be the most 

unfathomable time of our generation. It 
allows for that human interaction on some 
level that we all crave so much right now. 

Just the other day an old friend from 
high school (who happens to live in my 
neighborhood) reached out and let me know 
that her dad’s wine shop had closed recently 
(not due to COVID-19), and that they were 
drinking some of his older stash. 

She knew my love for Bordeaux and 
dropped off a bottle of 2006 Chateau 
Phelan Segur Saint-Estephe (fully sanitized 
curbside delivery of course) just because she 

thought I would enjoy it. A simple gesture 
that was so thoughtful gave me a glimpse of 
hope and optimism, in a time filled with grief 
and despair. I was beyond appreciative of her 
actions, and the wine itself was drinking just 
perfectly. It was hands down the best gift 
ever.

And thank heavens this is happening now. 
Can you imagine this current quarantine 
situation even 15 years ago? Now at least 
we can hop on Zoom and get to see friends 
and family, maybe even more so than we did 
before this craziness started. 

The virtual happy hour has become wildly 
popular, and with great reason. Where we 

used to gather after work or on a Friday night 
to share some wine and discuss our work 
and family lives, we can at least take it to the 
video chat and enjoy each other’s company 
while enjoying a few glasses of wine. 

I am able to see my parents and check in on 
them, and work in some fun wine geek talk 
with my Pops about what wines are helping 
him get through their isolation. Recently, I 
popped open a bottle of 2007 Bollinger La 
Grande Annee I had been saving for a special 
occasion. I figured our friend’s virtual 50th 
birthday party was just that occasion. While 
I am sure he would have preferred that we 
were all physically together so he could have 
actually had a taste (it was phenomenal), this 
was truly the next best thing.

So in this unprecedented tumultuous 
period of our lives, it is wine that is still 
helping to bring people together as it 
continues to help keep those lines of 
communication open, and helping us all find 
those periods of normalcy and joy. 

Don’t believe me? Try sending a friend a 
bottle of wine and a few glasses and see what 
happens. You’ll thank me later.

Marshall Tilden III is vice president of sales 
and wine education at Wine Enthusiast in 
Valhalla. Tilden and his wife live in Mount 
Kisco with their two children, who both attend 
school in the Bedford Central School District. 
Tilden is also a Mount Kisco Little League 
coach and board member. He can be reached 
at 914-789-8912 or mtilden@wineenthusiast.
net. Also visit WineEnthusiast.com.

Technology and a good bottle of wine allows 
friends or family to have a virtual happy hour 
during a pandemic. Left: Mount Kisco resident 
Marshall Tilden III of Wine Enthusiast.
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, 
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, 
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL 
AARON AT 914-235-0302

AUTO DONATIONS

DONATE YOUR CAR TO WHEELS 
FOR WISHES, benefiting Make-A-Wish. 
We offer free towing and your donation is 
100% tax deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 
Today!

BUYING/SELLING

BUYING diamonds, gold, silver, all 
fine jewelry and watches, coins, paintings, 
better furs, complete estates. We simply pay 
more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

**COMIC BOOKS WANTED! TOP 
PRICES PAID!** 30 years experience. 
Reliable and honest! Call or Text: 917-
699-2496, or e-mail: smileLP@aol.com. 
Thanks.

FREON WANTED: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified Professionals. Call 312-
361-0601 or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

GOLD / SILVER WANTED

HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit 
West- chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

CABLE & SATELLITE TV

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed. No contract or commitment. 
More Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited 
Voice. Call 1-855-977-7198

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

TRAIN AT HOME TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in months! 
Call 855-543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now! Now offering a $10,000 
scholarship for qualified applicants. Call CTI 
for details! (844) 947-0192 (M-F 8am-6pm 
ET)

FINANCE

Denied Social Security Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed SSD and denied, 
our attorneys can help! Win or Pay Nothing! 
Strong, recent work history needed. 866-979-
0096 [Steppacher Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave Scranton PA 18503]

FOR SALE

Privacy Hedges -SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae Reg $179 Now 
$80 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE 
Installation/FREE delivery, Limited 
Supply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttreefarm.com

HEALTH

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And 
Your Family May Be Entitled To Significant 
Cash Award. No Risk. No Money Out Of 
Pocket. For Information Call 877-225-4813 

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT 
PRESCRIPTION! World Health Link. 
Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions 
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 
medications available. CALL Today For A 
Free Price Quote. 1-866-569-7986 Call 
Now!

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-855-579-8907

HELP WANTED

JOB OPPORTUNITY $18.50 P/H NYC 
$15 P/H LI $14.50 P/H UPSTATE NY
If you currently care for your relatives or 
friends who have Medicaid or Medicare, you 
may be eligible to start working for them as 
a personal assistant. No Certificates needed. 
(347)462-2610 (347)565-6200

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ARLINGTON INC - CUSTOM 
WOODWORKING and HOME 
& BUSINESS RENOVATIONS, 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, POWER WASHING. 
arlingtonwoodworking54@gmail.com 
914-557-6703. Ralph Iamiceli, Principal.

INTERNET AND TV

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 
Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On 
Demand (w/SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional Cost. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

DISH TV $59.99 for 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. Call 
1-800-943-0838.

MISCELLANEOUS

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE 
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus 
Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 EMERGENCY 
SERVICE, In-home repair/On-line solutions 
. $20 OFF ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

WANTED TO BUY

FREON WANTED: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified Professionals. Call 
312-361-0601 or visit RefrigerantFinders.
com
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benefiting 

WheelsForWishes.org

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs or 
fi nancial information, call (213) 948-2000 or visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

Call:(914)468-4999

Make-A-Wish® 
Hudson Valley

Your Car Donations Matter 
NOW More Than Ever!

Wheels For Wishes We’re still accepting 
donations and pick ups

• 100% Tax Deductible      

• Minimal To No Human Contact                                                     

• Free Vehicle Pick Up ANYWHERE  

• We Accept Most Vehicles Running or Not  

ORDER NOW! 1.866.749.2741 ask for 59104VSL
www.OmahaSteaks.com/cook31

THE FAVORITE GIFT
4 (6 oz.) Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Signature Seasoning Packet

*Savings shown over aggregated 
single item base price. ©2019 

Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 2/29/20

$218.92* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 FREE BURGERS 
THAT’S 16 MAIN COURSES!

To Place a Classifi ed Ad Call 
914-864-0878 or 

e-mail classifi eds
@theexaminernews.com
Classifi ed Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays at 5pm for the next 
week’s publication
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By Michael Hopkins

As I sat with my son, Brady, on his 13th 
birthday watching an old Yankees game, I 
couldn’t help but consider what was running 
through his mind. 

Instead of going to Yankee Stadium 
during spring break or preparing for an April 
weekend baseball tournament of his own, 
Brady was left watching the rebroadcast of 
an old game – not even in high-def, to add 
insult to injury. 

“Not having baseball,” Brady replied 
when asked what he missed most during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

I then turned to Brady’s nine-year-old 
sister, who participates in various sports 
but is considerably less competitive.  

“I would be very sad,” Riley said when 
told the spring softball season might be 
canceled completely. “But, if it’s played in 
the summer, I still get to play and have fun 
with my teammates.”

While the pandemic rages across the 
world, causing death, fear and financial 
devastation, I begin to think of the one 
constant that millions of children may miss 
out on in 2020: youth sports. 

Sure, it’s disappointing that Major 
League Baseball missed its Opening Day, 
while the NBA, the NHL and other leagues 
suspended their seasons. Yet those sports 
will return and thrive when they do, and 
most players won’t skip a beat. 

But think about a 12-year-old robbed of a 
last season in Little League. Consider a four-
year-old unable to play organized soccer for 
the first time. Ponder a high school senior 
getting that final spring season stolen by 
an invisible virus. Childhood dreams lost 
forever. 

Let’s also not forget, while it can be 
competitive, youth sports are not about 
winning. Youth sports are about memories, 
teammates, exercise, sportsmanship, 
commitment to learning something new, 
the feeling of accomplishment and, most 
importantly, fun. 

While kids may be unable to chant their 
team name or play for trophies, youth living 
through this uncertain moment can still 
enjoy sports, from the safety of home. 

All they need? A parent or older sibling 
serving as a volunteer coach and a little 
space. They can create some memories of 
their own, while providing children with a 
little piece of the magic of youth sports. 

Think about counting how many times 
you can toss a ball back and forth without 
dropping it. It can create a feeling of wins, 
losses and accomplishments as together 
you try to set new records of clean catches 
in a row. This simple activity creates 
teamwork between the participants while 
developing hand-eye coordination. You also 
might be surprised who drops the ball more 
often!  

You don’t need to spend hours online 

searching for the proper technique. While 
resources exist to learn and teach the 
proper athletic forms, simply playing can 
create a memorable experience this spring.  

An imaginative game of hitting a balloon 
with a stick, ruler or other instrument can 
be fun, while developing simple timing for 
sports that require striking a ball, such as 
softball, baseball, tennis and field hockey. 

While balloon batting can be fun at any 
age, as youth athletes get older, they may 
want more specific and demanding training. 

Athletes who are 11 and 12 have 
typically participated in many practices in 
previous seasons and will know some drills. 
Temporary coaches should listen to their 
young athletes and help them complete the 
various activities from previous seasons, 
turning them into games when possible. 

Drills such as figure 8 dribbling with 
a soccer ball or basketball are easy to set 
up and complete. Time your young athlete 
completing the course, with each faster 
time an earned win. 

As young athletes become teenagers, 
they may have developed their own 
routines. However, you can still serve a 
purpose, helping push them during their 
workouts or even joining them. 

As older athletes often jog or run to 
improve their cardio, challenges can be 
created for the entire family. Each family 
member can run a portion of a 5K, with the 
total combined time being the score to beat. 

Complete the same run the next weekend 
to beat that time and “win.”

This pandemic will end and youth sports 
will return with smiling faces and cheering 
parents. In the meantime, all of us can work 
to create a special season for our young 
athletes, one creative toss, pass, run and 
challenge at a time. 

A volunteer coach for nine years, Michael 
Hopkins, his wife, Nancy, and their children, 
Brady and Riley, live in Bedford Corners. 
Michael is a volunteer coach with Katonah 
Lewisboro-Bedford Softball and St. Patrick’s 
CYO Basketball programs, while also serving 
on the Bedford Hills/Katonah Little League’s 
board of directors.  

How to Make This Year Meaningful for Children in Youth Sports 

An empty Joseph A. Frank Field. The Bedford 
Hills/Katonah Little League diamond is one of 
many local fields where seasons were scheduled 
to begin Apr. 18 but are instead sitting idle.
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installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be  rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

877-516-1160 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid March 16, 2020 - June 30, 2020

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  
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A BIG TIME THANK YOU TO OUR READERS!

TheNORTHERN WESTCHESTER

To contribute, visit: givebutter.com/theexaminernews

“Adam, Martin, and the Exam-
iner News Team, We need you 
more than ever. � ank you for the 
critical service you provide to our 
community.”

“Am glad to do my small part 
to assist an amazing communi-
ty newspaper and fellow Hofstra 
alum during these challenging 
times for journalism.”

“� anks for all you do to promote 
local not-for-pro t organizations. 
Support Connection has helped 
many people because of your arti-
cles and ads. During this time, we 
need you now more than ever!”

“I imagine how incredibly help-
ful your news is to everyone 
right now. Sending support!!!!!”

“You are so very important to all 
of our communities - bringing us 
the up-to-date news. We want 
you to stay  nancially healthy.”

“� ank you so much for your 
local coverage. Both World Cup 
Gymnastics and World Cup Nurs-
ery School appreciate what you 
are going through as a small busi-
ness. We wish you well and good 
luck getting through these di�  cult 
times.”

“Having a good local paper is 
priceless.”

“We’re in this  ght together. Times 
are tough, but we’ll get through 
this. Stay strong.”  

“� ank you for all you do to 
bring local news to the com-
munity. We’re all better for 
having you around, and I’m 
glad to be able to do my part.”

“Great local news. Apple Pie and 

the Examiner!”

“Add my name to your list of fans! 
And that’s not because we are re-
lated.”

“Keep up the great journalism 
and important work. Old school 
community journalism at its best.”

“We are devout readers of � e Ex-
aminer. A publication like this is 
a necessity in our small local com-
munities. Rarely do we go into 
Starbucks, the barber shop or the 
lobby at the Jacob Burns without 
seeing people engrossed in an is-
sue. We are proud to support a 
paper based on integrity and a 
generous community spirit.”

“Adam, we are all in this together. 
Hoping this helps a bit.”

“It’s an honor to support such a 
fantastic enterprise that means so 
much to our communities.”

“I � ank You, Mount Kisco 
� anks You and William Raveis 
Real Estate � anks You. I Love 
� e Examiner”

“� is community is in desperate 
need of a local, community news 
source, especially as we wade into 
these uncharted waters caused by 
coronavirus. Adam is an amazing 
journalist who’s built an upstand-
ing, quality news out t. He’s been 
there for all of us, now it’s time 
to be there for him and his team. 
Godspeed, Adam.”

“Proud supporter of � e Exam-
iner. It’s my favorite resource for 
news and happenings in our com-
munity.”

“We have been fans and friends 
of Adam Stone and were fortu-

nate enough to watch him create 
and print the  rst edition of � e 
Examiner in 2007. Adam, his 
team, and the paper are a shining 
light in our community. It’s not a 
� im � am local rag, it’s real jour-
nalism that addresses the tough 
issues while celebrating and docu-
menting the lives of our neighbors. 
Local news is important, it’s where 
national news starts... I’m proud 
that they are in my community 
and happy to support them in any 
way I can.”

“Your service to the community 
deserves support in regular cir-
cumstances too, but especially in 
these di�  cult times.”

“You’ve always supported our 
community and it’s with great 
pleasure that we return the favor. 
May � e Examiner continue to 
serve and thrive.”

“I worked for � e Examiner for 
about 3 1/2 years as a freelance 
sports writer and newspaper dis-
tributor. I learned a lot working 
with Adam, Ray and Andy, and 
they helped and supported me as 
I moved on to become a full-time 
sports reporter at the Poughkeep-
sie Journal. � e Examiner is a 
venerable weekly, and I’m more 
than happy to o� er my support 
during these hard times.”

“I thank you for balanced 
informative local news. 
we gladly support you.”

“Looking forward to con-
tinued fair and accurate lo-
cal reporting. Wishing your 
sta�  and readers good health.”

“As a member of CD17Indivisible, 
I much appreciate the outlet you 
have provided for the many letters 

to the Editor published in support 
of key local issues. We believe in 
a Free press that provides a voice 
to those who seek to call atten-
tion to Community concerns. As 
such, I am pleased to contribute 
to your continuance and suc-
cess in these challenging times.”

“So proud of what you are doing for 
your community!!! � ank you!”

“� ank you for always cover-
ing Lakeland & Panas Sports!”

“We look forward to read-
ing the hard copy of your 
Examiner every week. 
Martin Wilbur’s reporting is ac-
curate and always right on target.”

“Putnam Examiner does a great job 
promoting student-athletes in our 
community Stay safe and healthy.”

“Your reporting on local govern-
ment news is excellent! We also 
enjoy your columnists, especial-
ly Nick Antonaccio on wine, Bill 
Primavera (“� e Home Guru”), 
and Brian Kleupfel on bird-
ing. Keep up the great work!”

“You’ve always been their for 
Fox Lane so we’re here for you.”

“Adam, Martin and team, � e Ex-
aminer is an important and val-
ued resources for our community!”

� ank you to the 247 readers who, as of late Sunday morning (in contributions of mostly $25 to $100) donated $18,177 
and growing.We appreciate all of the ongoing generosity and kind words.

For those who would prefer to donate by check, made checks 
payable to Examiner Media and mail them to P.O. Box 611, 

Mt. Kisco NY 10549. But checks mailed to us directly won't be 
tax-deductible. Donations made online at 

givebutter.com/theexaminernews are tax-deductible. 


