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White Plains Schools
Closed, Possibly
Beyond Spring Break

By Pat Casey

Due to the State of Emergency issued
by County Executive George Latimer on
Monday, White Plains Schools will be closed
for the remainder of this week and into next
week, with a rolling five-day evaluation
going forward.

Last Friday, Dr. Joseph Ricca, White
Plains School District Superintendent,
announced via a Facebook videoconference
that all White Plains schools would be
closed Monday and Tuesday this week and
that snow days would be used to cover the
closures.

On Monday, after a conference call with

the County Executive and the county’s
schools superintendents, Ricca held another
Facebook videoconference to inform school
staff and families that they should prepare
for school closures to run through the
scheduled Spring break, ending April 11 and
possibly beyond.

Ricca said it is expected schools will
remain closed with protection provided by
the County State of Emergency declaration,
which will prohibit any punitive government
measures for the closures and also allow aid.

Ricca said parents and guardians would
receive information from their children’s
teachers and the district regarding
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Stepinac Season Ends as Coronavirus

Im acts CHSAA Playoffs

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTO
R. J. Davis, a four-year starter for Stepinac ended his high school basketball career in practice despite
the Crusaders winning the Archdiocesan Championship and earning a number one-seed in the
Intersectional Playoffs. Concerns over the coronavirus prompted the CHSAA to suspend all activities
as of March 12. See full story on page 17.

Schools Closed, Non-essential Workers Told to Stay Home in Coronavirus Fallout

By Martin Wilbur

Westchester County declared a state of
emergency in the escalating battle against
coronavirus Monday afternoon, a decision
that will shutter schools and many businesses
and keep thousands of workers home for the
foreseeable future.

The decision, made by County Executive
George Latimer over the weekend, was
in concert with an increasing number of
restrictions 1imposed through executive
orders from Gov. Andrew Cuomo that closed
down gyms, bars and restaurants statewide
as of 8 p.m. Monday to limit public gatherings
and hopefully halt the spread of the virus.
Food establishments will be able to remain
open only for takeout and delivery service.

Theaters are now closed and gatherings
are limited to no more than 50 people.

While the private sector closures are

currently voluntary, that could change.

“We strongly advise that only services
and businesses that are essential stay open,”
Cuomo said in his Monday morning briefing.
“Grocery stores, gas stations, pharmacies;
it’s not mandatory at this time. It may be in
the future, but it is strongly advised at this
time.”

While most public and private school
officials made the decision to close on their
own by the end of last weekend, Cuomo’s
executive orders mandate closures starting
Wednesday and stretching through Mar.
31, giving districts a chance to arrange for
children who receive free and reduced lunch
and for families that need to find daycare for
younger students. It also allows schools to
prepare to set up online learning.

Cuomo also asked that local governments
reduce their workforce by at least 50 percent,
keeping on only essential employees. Locally,

all municipal offices will be closed to the
public, with many government meetings
conducted by Skype or other technology.
Libraries have been closed as well.

“Work from home. I'm asking the same
thing of private businesses,” Cuomo said. “If
we can ask private business, the government
leads by example. New York State will do this
also.”

Latimer said when he decided on a county
state of emergency it would have mirrored
much of what the governor imposed. The
governors of New Jersey and Connecticut
have also forced similar restrictions in their
states.

“At the end of the day, we're not sure
what the financial impact of this is going to
be, we're not sure what the social impact is
going to be, but most important is the saving
of human lives,” Latimer said.

On Monday afternoon, county Health

Commissioner Dr. Sherlita Amler said
as COVID-19 spreads throughout the
community, without a vaccine or a treatment
the only way to contain the disease is to limit
interaction.

“So that leaves us with one tool left in our
chest and that is we can reduce exposure
because without exposure there is no risk,
without risk, there is no disease,” Amler said.

As of 11 a.m. on Monday, there were 950
cases of COVID-19 statewide, including now
221 in Westchester. About 17 percent of the
people who have tested positive needed
hospitalization. There have been seven
deaths caused by the disease statewide.

Cuomo said the need to limit public
gatherings was to slow down the rate at which
the virus is spreading. He said health experts
have said those infected could be anywhere
from 40 to 80 percent of the population.

continued on page 10
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White Plains Schools Closed, Possibly Beyond Spring Break

continued from page 1

closures and procedures. Distance learning
opportunities would likely begin next week
and would be facilitated by teachers.

Prior to updates by Gov. Andrew Cuomo
and Latimer on Monday, there was confusion
as to why some Westchester school districts
had closed and others remained open.

During his Friday Facebook conference
Ricca explained that the White Plains
School District closure was consistent
with the model of social distancing that has
been recommended by the CDC and many
medical professionals.

On Friday morning more than 50
superintendents met with New York State
and State Education Department officials
to discuss the public health concern
that the COVID-19 coronavirus poses
to communities and schools. During this
meeting, there was a collective concern for
the health and safety of students, staff, and
respective communities, Ricca explained. It
was determined that some immediate action
was necessary.

Dr. Ricca explained that Gov. Andrew
Cuomo had not done a blanket lift of the
180-day requirement for school districts
to receive state aid. He further explained
that the requirement was lifted only for
those schools with an identified positive
COVID-19 case, which would close for 24
hours to determine next steps.

According to the Health Dept., the White
Plains School District does not have a
confirmed positive case, so far, Ricca said.
This is why the District needed to use snow
days for any closures.”

1-3pmM
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day law, even if not directed by a state or
local health official.

In an email message State Senator
Shelley Mayer said, “To close or not to
close a school district is a decision that each
local superintendent must weigh with the
advice of school board members, teachers,
and community members. There are
several challenges that each superintendent

or chancellor faces including childcare
logistics for parents in districts that close,
providing students who qualify for free
and reduced lunch with meals, ensuring
special needs students receive the services
they need, and ensuring a plan for distance
learning for schools that close for a longer
period of time. These are all issues that my
colleagues and I, in coordination with the
Governor's office and state agencies, are
working to address.”

During the Monday videoconference Dr.
Ricca emphasized that students were not
on vacation and that play dates and finding
other areas to congregate were not advised
because the goal is to minimize exposure
to the COVID-19 virus by limiting social
contact.

Ricca advised parents to begin making
plans for scheduling distance learning in
their homes. With all sports suspended he
further advised students to keep exercising.

Information about rescheduling of SATs
and other exams as well as whether or not
the prom and graduation would be cancelled
would be addressed at a later date.

Dr. Ricca’s videoconference can be
viewed on the White Plains School District
Facebook page.

SMIALL NEWS
IS BIG NEWS

- 343,000 Gallon Pool
-3-4 ft, 6 ft and 12 ft Pool Areas /*
- Separate Fenced Baby Pool
Hot/Cold Snack Bar

Call or email
for more info or

§,-

1402 Old Orchard Street
White Plains, NY 10604

Relax, Swim and Bond at Rocky Ledge Pool

Have a Summer of Fun Only Minutes from Downtown White Plains!
.& ﬂ"'

E o

. S
- Shaded Picnic Area/Grills | as M*

FIBST—TIME FAMILIES BAN JOIN FOR 3600*

a tour now! RL ‘v"—:—;\w/}

www.rockyledgeswimmingassn.com / RockyLedgeRachel@gmail.com

- Secure Gatehouse Entry
g - Outside Food/Drinks Allowed
- Special Rates for Seniors

- Free WiFi

- Memorial Day-Labor Day

(914) 948-8843

J.FJ. Fuel, Inc.

YALLEY OIL

“We Deliver Comfort”

¢ Heating Oil-Commerical & Residential ¢ Diesel Fuel
¢ Full Oil Heating Service and Installations ¢
¢ Oil Tank Testing ¢ Full Environmental Services

¢ Serving Westchester County and The Bronx

707 Nepperhan Ave. * Yonkers, NY
24 Hr. Tel (914) 965-5395 *Fax (914) 965-9752

www.jfjfuel.com

J

Oil Tank Installation and Removal




March 17 - March 23, 2020 3

Man Found Dead in White
Plains Sunday Morning

www. TheExaminerNews.com

Cancellations Due to Coronavirus
Precautions Takes Toll on White

Plains Businesses

By Neal Rentz

The double hit of the Coronavirus and
the cancellation of the annual St. Patrick’s
Day parade have taken a toll on White
Plains restaurants, the president of the
Westchester Chapter of the New York State
Restaurant Association said on March 14,
the originally scheduled date of the parade.

The White Plains St. Patrick's Day
Parade Committee sent an e-mail Web blast
last week to explain its decision and stated
it will meet in the near future to discuss a
future celebration.

“This decision was not reached easily
and came after discussions with medical
experts, state, county and public safety
officials,” according to the committee. “We
recognize that people will be disappointed
by this decision (as are we), but our main
focus is and must be the health, welfare, and
safety of our residents, parade participants
and attendees. After extensive review and
consultation, we believe this is the prudent
course. Thank you for your understanding,”
the Parade Committee statement said.

Westchester Restaurant  Association
President Casey Egan, owner of Emma’s
Ale House on Gedney Way, said his business
has been hurt as a result of the virus. “I
guess 60 percent off in a short period of
time,” he said.

Losing the parade was particularly
harmful to his restaurant, Egan said. The

business generated on parade day makes
up some for the slower business during the
winter months, he said. “This would be the
best day of the year” for his restaurant had
there been a St. Patrick’s parade, he said.

In response to Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s
mandate that facilities, such as restaurants,
with maximum capacities of less than 500
people must reduce those capacities by at
least 50 percent he has reduced the number
of tables in his establishment and has
spaced them apart, Egan said.

Egan said he has been making extra efforts
for cleanliness at his restaurant. Every 20
minutes kitchen workers “go off the line
and wash their hands,” he said. Surfaces are
regularly cleaned with disinfecting wipes,
he added.

The current climate has been rough on
local restaurants, Egan said. “It’s a very
challenging time for us all.”

Stuart Levine, owner of LeVino Wine
Merchants on Mamaroneck Avenue, said
last week there were mixed financial aspects
to the virus regarding his business. There
has been an increase in sales to individuals
who are working more from home and who
are going out to restaurants and bars less
than usual, he said. However, there have
been several events scheduled for the
coming weeks that have been cancelled due
to the virus and he has lost sales that had
been previously planned for those events,
he said.

A White Plains man, 40, was found dead
Sunday morning in a rooming house on
Park Avenue.

Local police were reportedly performing
a general welfare visit shortly after 6 a.m.
Sunday when they came upon the wounded
body, with blood on the scene.

“It is a Medical Examiners case at
this time. We are conducting an active

investigation. We will not know if it
is suspicious or self inflicted until the
Medical Examiners report,” Public Safety
Commissioner David Chong told The White
Plains Examiner. “We do ask anyone who
saw or heard anything strange in the area
on Saturday and early Sunday morning, also
anyone with possible cameras to give us a
call at 914-422-6111.
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Cuomo Curtails Candidate Petitioning After Calls for Action

By Martin Wilbur

Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed an executive
order Saturday that suspends the petitioning
period for congressional, state legislature
and judicial races on Tuesday at 5 p.m. and
reduces the number of signatures needed to

get on the ballot.
Concerns arose as the number of
COVID-19 cases in the New York

metropolitan area and across the nation
began soaring last week and health officials
increasingly called for social distancing. The
petitioning process requires that candidates
and their surrogates approach registered
members of their party to sign their
petitions.

In addition, Cuomo’s order reduces the

requisite number of signatures a candidate
needs to get on the June 23 primary ballot
to 30 percent of the threshold. Instead of
collecting 1,250 signatures for congressional
races, a minimum of 375 will be needed.

State Senate candidates now require
just 300 instead of 1,000 and Assembly
candidates need just 150 signatures rather
than 500.

“Public health experts have been clear
that one of the most common ways to
communicate COVID-19 is through direct
person to person contact, and we are doing
everything in our immediate power to
reduce unnecessary interactions,” Cuomo
said. “This executive order modifies the
election process in a way that both protects
public health and ensures the democratic
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PCTV, 2 Jackson Street, Pleasantville, NY 10570.

process remains healthy and
regardless of the ongoing pandemic.”

Last week, Democratic candidates
in the 93rd Assembly District and 17th
Congressional District races pledged to
suspend petitioning in the wake of the
coronavirus threat while hoping Cuomo
would take action.

On Friday, a joint statement was issued
by the five hopefuls in the Assembly race —
Kristen Browde, Chris Burdick, Mark Jaffe,
Jeremiah Frei-Pearson and Alex Roithmayr
— stating that the candidates would not
challenge petitions that appear to have the
minimum number of signatures to get on the

strong

‘The number
of signatures a
candidate needs
to get on the
June 23 primary
ballot is reduced
to 30 percent.’

ballot for the primary.

“We have agreed that none of us will
challenge any ballot petitions which appear
to contain the minimum number of required
signatures from registered Democrats inside
the 93rd Assembly District,” the statement
read. “Further, all of us discourage each of
our supporters and each of the Democratic
Committees in our district from issuing any
challenges to petitions that have the requisite
number of signatures from Democrats inside
the 93rd District.”

Likewise, eight of the more than a dozen
candidates for the congressional race did
the same. Catherine Parker, Adam Schleifer,
Allison Fine, Asha Castleberry-Hernandez,
David Carlucci, Evelyn Farkas, Mondaire
Jones and David Buchwald were the
candidates who agreed to the pledge.

“For the health and safety of the people
of Rockland and Westchester Counties, our
campaign staffs, and our volunteers, we are
unwilling to continue business as usual,” the
congressional candidates’ statement read
in part. “The petitioning process to collect
signatures requires face-to-face interactions
that fly in the face of safety guidance issued
by the CDC, state health officials, and
Governor Cuomo.”

In another order, Cuomo has temporarily
suspended open meetings laws, which allows
for government to hold meetings without
the public and without video or audio. Most
local governments have limited access
to the municipal buildings and facilities,
although many have made arrangements to
live stream, tape or allow the public to listen
to the audio of meetings.
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Union Reps Criticize Hamilton Green Project and Developer at Citizens to Be Heard

By Neal Rentz

The Hamilton Green mixed use
development was sharply criticized by two
local union members during the Citizens
to be Heard portion of the March 2 White
Plains Common Council meeting.

The ordinance to create a new zoning
district called TD-1 (Transit Development-1)
and rezoning property including 200
Hamilton Avenue, the White Plains Mall,
from Neighborhood Business District B-2
to TD-1, was passed by a unanimous vote of
the Common Council in July 2018.

Buildings in the proposed development
will include street-level retail, food hall, one
acre of public open space, a parking garage
and four residential apartment towers
with 860 residential units, the tallest two
buildings at 14 stories on 3.7 acres. There
would be 956 parking spaces provided.

The property, now owned by W.P. Mall
Realty, LLC and SWD 3 LLC, known as
Street-Works Development, requested the
zone change.

The maximum allowed building height in
the new TD-1 District is 280-feet. The B-2
zone only allows a 25-foot maximum height.

Access to the public open space, which is
designed within the courtyard-like interior
area, is available at six different locations
from the four streets making up the block
of the project. Part of the open space will be
in an elevated area over the parking garage

Gabriela Silva said she and fellow workers
at 1 and 3 Barker Ave. lost their jobs when
Juda Klein, who has an ownership interest
in Hamilton Green, switched cleaning
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Lenore Friedlaender, assistant to the president of SEIU 32BJ, discussed the Hamilton Green project at

the March 2 White Plains Common Council meeting.

contractors. The new contractor paid much
lower wages with few or no benefits, she
said. Silva said her union was not able to
meet with Klein.

Silva said she wanted the Common Council
to consider workers when reviewing the
project. “We at 32B] believe strongly that
the hundreds of jobs created by this project
should be good jobs, paid at the prevailing
wage with solid benefits,” she said.

The other speaker on the topic was Lenore
Friedlaender, assistant to the president of
SEIU 32B]J. She said her union wants the

through 6/1/20.

Mention “FREE INTAKE”

when booking.

developer to submit a new application that
would be in line with new affordable housing
requirements approved recently by the
Common Council, Friedlaender said.

Friedlaender said the union was concerned
about building code violations and took the
developer to court after it became landlord
of the White Plains Mall.

Friedlaender also said the developer stated
in its application to the IDA the project was
“a high financial risk that might lead to the
project becoming economically unfeasible.”
She said Street Works Development dropped
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out of a $1.6 billion planned for Quincy, MA
due to unforeseen construction costs.

Friedlaender said in the developer's
application it was listed as an LLC, which
had not been formed and at a recent
Common Council meeting would not name
its financier.

Friedlaender also said the developer has
not committed to hire local residents for
construction and post-construction jobs,
no commitment to pay prevailing wage or
established industry standard wages.

Friedlaender said the Common Council
should not approve Hamilton Green until
her union's issues are addressed.

“Our union supports responsible
development, which is why we are here today
in opposition to the developer being granted
tax abatements and other public benefits
until the serious concerns regarding the
brownfields remediation, financial viability
of the project, transparency in ownership
and quality of jobs and community benefits
are addressed in a responsible manner,”
Friedlaender said.

Messages left last week  with
representatives of the developer of the
Hamilton Green project were not returned.
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Scarpino Warns Public to Beware Coronavirus Scammers

By Martin Wilbur

Hate Investigations

Scarpino said his office’s Hate Crimes
Unit is working with local law enforcement
to find out the person or group responsible
for targeting a person who tested positive
for COVID-19 in New Rochelle.

Since the initial reports of the virus in
Westchester stemmed from people affiliated
with a synagogue in that community,
investigators are being vigilant that this
could continue, he said.

Scarpino said the threats are not
widespread, but he wanted to highlight the
concern to the general public in case there
are additional cases that come to light.

“There are people in all communities
that are struggling with all sorts of personal
issues, all sorts of demons, all sorts of
mental health issues and the internet, they
believe, provides some kind of anonymity,
but it doesn’t always,” he said. “We're trying
to track down where that’s coming from.”
Criminal Justice System to
Operate

While there may be  various
accommodations made to protect the public
and personnel, Scarpino said in his briefing
to the media last Thursday that essential
court proceedings will continue. Ultimately,
all decisions regarding the operation of the
courts statewide will be made by the Office
of Court Administration.

“We have to handle the emergency when
a person is arrested, that has to be handled
almost immediately,” Scarpino said.

He didn’t rule out other measures such as

changes of venue to areas of the state that
could be less impacted by coronavirus or
postponements of less serious crimes.

“I want the people to know that the district
attorney’s office is up and its operational,
law enforcement is up and operational, it’s
not having any impact in regards to our
investigations and our prosecutions and we
are concerned about the health and welfare
of our own workers and the community at
large,” Scarpino said.

SMALL NEWS
IS BIG NEWS

‘_

Westchester County District Attorney
Anthony Scarpino warned residents to be
wary of various scams targeting growing
fears surrounding coronavirus.

Scarpino also was investigating last week
at least two e-mails that were directed at a
member of the Jewish community in New
Rochelle, the epicenter for COVID-19 in
the metropolitan area, that included wording
that could be considered anti-Semitic.

“There are scams out there dealing with
vaccines for the virus, masks, gloves, all the
items, hand sanitizers, that we're having
trouble getting, and they’ll make deliveries
to you if you provide them with the money
and, of course, they're not providing them,”
Scarpino said.

While it may seem far-fetched that anyone
might fall for the rip-off, often sent to people
via e-mail, the district attorney said all the
scam artists need is a 1 percent success rate
and their efforts prove profitable.

Although there have been no reports of
scams as of late last week in Westchester,
Scarpino said because the county has been
in the national news as a result of the cluster
of COVID-19 cases in New Rochelle, he
expects swindlers to descend on the county
and play on people’s anxieties.

He cautioned residents not to open
e-mails if they don’t know the person or
entity that is sending them and never to
send money or provide credit card, bank
account numbers and personal information

District Attorney Anthony Scarpino discussed
scams and e-mailed hate messages connected
with the coronavirus emergency last Thursday.

to anyone you don’t know.

“You have to be careful because this is a
priority for the scammers to move in, and
this is their job,” Scarpino said. “This is
what they do every day.”

People are urged to call their local police
department or the district attorney’s office
if they are a victim of a scam or learn of any
operations.
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Legal Notice

FAMILY COURT OF THE SHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR CHILD(REN) IS PLACED AND Petitions under Article 10 of the

STATE OF NEW YORK CHILD(REN) TO THE AGENCY REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR Family Court Act haVing been filed

COUNTY OF FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOP- FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT  with this Court, and annexed hereto,
WESTCHESTER TION. IN SOME CASES, THE TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE

In the Matter of a Proceeding Under
Article 10 of the Family Court Act
LIANNA RAMOS (CIN#
EM18967V) Docket No. NN-
21557-19 JOHAN RAMOS (CIN#
ES39924]) and Docket No. NN-
21556-19 JAYLON RAMOS (CIN#
FB62716D), Docket No. NN-21555-
19A F/U No.: 125652 A Child(ren)
under Eighteen Years  of Age Al-
leged to be Neglected by JEREMY
CRUZ, SUMMONS (Child Neglect
Case)

Respondent.

NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF
YOUR CHILD(REN) IN FOSTER
CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR
LOSS OF YOUR RIGHTS TO
YOUR CHILD(REN). IF YOUR
CHILD(REN) STAYS IN FOSTER
CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RE-
CENT 22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY
MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO
FILE A PETITION(S) TO TERMI-
NATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS
AND TO COMMIT GUARDIAN-

AGENCY MAY FILE BEFORE
THE END OF THE 15-MONTH
PERIOD. IF SEVERE OR REPEAT-
ED CHILD ABUSE IS PROVEN
BY CLEAR AND CONVINC-
ING EVIDENCE, THIS FINDING
MAY CONSTITUTE THE BASIS
TO TERMINATE YOUR PAREN-
TAL RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT
GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY
OF YOUR CHILD(REN) TO THE
AGENCY FOR THE

PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.

UPONGOOD CAUSE, THECOURT
MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGA-
TION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONDENT
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CON-
SIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF
THE COURT DETERMINES THE
CHILD(REN) SHOULD BE RE-
MOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME,
THE COURT MAY ORDER AN
INVESTIGATION TO DETER-
MINE WHETHER THE NON-RE-
SPONDENT PARENT(s) SHOULD
BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS
FOR THE CHILD(REN); IF THE

AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED
TO FILE A PETITION(S) FOR
TERMINATION OF PARENTAL
RIGHTS OF THE PARENT(s) AND
COMMITMENT OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE
CHILD(REN) FOR THE PURPOS-
ES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE
PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED
ASRESPONDENTS IN THE CHILD
NEGLECT OR ABUSE
PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT
HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST
TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT
CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN)
AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT
OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH
THE CHILD(REN).

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY
COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW
YORK TO THE ABOVE-NAMED
RESPONDENT WHO RESIDES
OR IS FOUND AT:

70 Hawthorne Ave. C314, Yonkers,
New York 10701

YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE
HEREBY SUMMONED to appear
before this Court at 131 Warburton
Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10701,
on March 27, 2020, at 10:30 A.M.,
and on any adjourned date thereafter,
to answer the petitions and be dealt
with in accordance with Article 10 of
the Family Court Act.

Upon your failure to appear as direct-
ed, a warrant may be issued for your
arrest and/or the Court may proceed
to inquest and hear and determine
the petitions as provided by law.

Dated: February 26, 2020

/s/
Clerk of Court
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By Neal Rentz

Justin Seeney is senior technical director
for AKREF, which has had an important part
in creating several major developments in
White Plains and elsewhere.

Seeney, a White Plains native who
currently resides in Brooklyn, is a civil
engineer. He said last week AKRF has done
work for both commercial and government
development projects. “We work on a broad
range of projects here,” he said. “Our clients
are either large real estate developers or
municipalities.”

The company has 10 offices in the
northeast.

One of the company’s current projects
is the proposed Hamilton Green, a large
mixed use development that would be
located in White Plains, as well as Brookfield
Commons, which would also be in the city
and would include both affordable and market
rate housing, Seeney noted. “We are trying
to shape these communities and improve
the community as a whole,” he said.

Some of the municipal projects his
company works on are environmental
projects such as wind power farms in the
Atlantic Ocean and streetscape projects,
Seeney said.

Seeney said he is “part project manager,
part designer. You get to wear a few hats
here at AKRE which is something I like.”
This could include designing or managing
a project through the approvals process,
he said. “How do we help our clients get
things built,” is the responsibility of AKRE

The Memory Care comp,
recapture the Indep d ity ¢ bat

AKRF, WHITE PI.AINS

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO

Justin Seeney is the senior technical director of the White Plains office of AKRF.

Seeney said.

Seeney said he “kind of fell into” his
profession. “I've always been pretty good
at math,” he said. “Engineering sounded

Om/

good to me.”

His college, the University of Delaware,
offered an Engineering Undecided program.
During the first semester of the program

“PS you ang your loved on€
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ed to know and love.

If you find yourself helping a family member with more and more of the
things they used to do for themselves, it’s time to take better care of both of you!

Get to know The Artis Way: Exceptionally customized, respectful, caring
Memory Care in a cozy, neighborhood setting. Precisely the enriching, supportive
lifestyle you'd provide if you had the resources we do.

Come see for yourselves what it means to live every day The Artis Way!

Schedule a personal tour by calling 914-236-4648 or visiting

www.TheArtisWay.com/BriarcliffExaminer

Artis Senior Living of Briarcliff Manor 553 North State Road, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510
mmmmmm & & Check out our other nearby community in Chestnut Ridge.

JOIN US AND BE AMONG THE FIRST TO
EXPERIENCE WHY YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
WILL BE SO RELIEVED WE’RE HERE!

students can study several different
engineering fields, he said. Seeney said he
gravitated to civil engineering. “I like the big
projects feel of it and I like the infrastructure
side of it,” he said. “To me it seemed to be
a place where you could really make an
impact.”

One of the projects Seeney is especially
proud of is the East Side Coastal Resiliency
Project in Manhattan. Seeney said it is
“hopefully a trend setting project.” The area
was devastated by tropical storm Sandy in
2012, he said. The company is creating a
huge flood berm by raising the land by about
12 feet and turning it into “active use space”
that can be used by the residents of lower
Manhattan as a park, he said.

“They call it civil engineering,” he said.
“It’s for civilization. You're building the
things that create our society and make us
civilized. You need water, you need sewers,
you need roads and you need protection. “

Seeney said his profession is gratifying.
“What you do does make a positive impact,”
he said.

The White Plains office of AKRF is located
at 34 S. Broadway, Suite 401. For more
information call 646-388-9542 or send an
e-mail to jseeney @akrf.com.

Find uson

Facebook

st EXAMINER MEDIA

ARTIS

SENIOR LIVING
Briarcliﬁr Manor




March 17 - March 23, 2020

The White Plains Examiner

To advertise in The Examiner,
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail
advertising@theexaminernews.com

The Examiner

Adam Stone
astone@theexaminernews.com
Publisher

Pat Casey
pcasey@theexaminernews.com
Editor-In-Chief

Cxaminer

MEDIA

also publishes

The Exammer

The PUTNAM
Examiner

The NorTHERN WESTCHESTER

Examiner

To inquire about paid
subscriptions, email
subscriptions@theexaminernews.com
for pricing and other details

PO Box 611
Mount Kisco
NY 10549
914-864-0878
www.TheExaminerNews.com

Letters Policy

We invite readers to share their
thoughts by sending letters to the
editor. Please limit comments to 250
words. We will do our best to print
all letters, but are limited by space
constraints. Letters are subject to
editing and may be withheld from
publication on the discretion of the
editor. Please refrain from personal
attacks. Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. The White
Plains Examiner requires that all
letter writers provide their name,
address and contact information.

Member of

NEW YORE FRESS ASSOGIATION

NYPFA

Two USPS Employees Test Positive in WP,
Library Closes Indefinitely

Over the weekend two US Postal Service
employees at a White Plains facility tested
positive for coronavirus. One employee is in
the hospital the other is recovering at home.

A report on Newsl2 Westchester said
many employees were concerned for their
health and safety and did not want to return
to work, despite assurances from the Postal
Service that the situation is being monitored
and guidelines from government health
agencies are being followed.

A contract cleaner was hired for the
Northeast region to conduct daily deep

cleaning of local postal facilities.

The March 15 public service message on
the USPS website indicates that there is
currently no evidence that coronavirus can
spread through the mail.

The USPS message further states,
“Currently, we are not experiencing
operational impacts as a result of the
COVID-19 epidemic and we are using this
time to review/revise our contingency
plans should they be needed. Regarding
the importation of packages, the CDC
states there is likely very low risk that the

COVID-19 can be spread from products or
packaging shipped from China, because
of poor survivability of coronaviruses on
surfaces. Also, according to the CDC,
there currently is no evidence to support
transmission of coronavirus associated with
imported goods; and there have been no
reported cases of COVID-19 in the United
States associated with imported goods.”

Also on March 14, the White Plains Public
Library announced it would close Sunday,
March 15, until further notice, as a measure
of caution.

Reschedule Primaries from June to September

NYS should change the primary date
for Congressional, State Legislative seats
and District Attorney races. The current
primary date is in June. Between now and
June very few people will be paying attention
to the candidates, virtually no one will
attend forums and debates and few people

will want to shake the hands of candidates.
These races are important. The candidates
are working hard, trying to get attention
of voters who are not interested because
they are focused on coronavirus. In many
instances the winner of the primary contests
will automatically win the election because

some communities are one party districts.
I believe that the primary date should be
rescheduled to September.

—Paul Feiner,
Greenburgh Town Supervisor

County Consumer Protection Inspectors Helping
Residents Impacted by COVID-19

After learning that some businesses are
choosing to refuse providing services to the
people of New Rochelle, especially those in
the one-mile radius outlined by New York
State, the Westchester County Consumer
Protection Department is making clear that
any business discriminating against New
Rochelle or Westchester consumers will
be issued tickets under all applicable law.
Inspectors have been assigned to closely
watch for any unconscionable trade practices
that harm New Rochelle’s residents or any
Westchester residents going forward.

Westchester County Executive George

For the latest
Local Reporting

Thdbits on
Coronavirus

(COVID-19) follow @
examinerstone and/
or @ExaminerMedia on
Twitter. Visit our website
for daily coverage of
major developments:
TheExaminerNews.
comexaminerstone and/
or @ExaminerMedia on
Twitter. Visit our website
for daily coverage of
major developments:
TheExaminerNews.com

Latimer said: “We are one County — one
community - and it is going to take all of
us to overcome this crisis. And make no
mistake, we will. To hear of businesses
working under a completely opposite
premise is unacceptable and we must not
tolerate it.”

Consumer Protection Director Jim
Maisano stated: “It’s outrageous that any
business would avoid interacting with New
Rochelle or Westchester during this crisis.
If we identify any businesses discriminating
against New Rochelle or Westchester
consumers, our inspectors will investigate
and issue appearance tickets to hold these
unscrupulous business accountable. We will
help educate businesses that such behavior
is unacceptable in our County. We hope all
residents will contact our office if they are

treated improperly.”

New Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson
said: “It’s disgraceful for any business to
deny services to New Rochelle residents,
so we're teaming up with the County to
protect our rights. I am grateful for the
excellent work of Westchester’s Consumer
Protection Department, and, together, we
will always stand up for our people.”

If any New Rochelle or Westchester
County consumer, especially those in the
one-mile radius, believes they’'ve been a
victim of an unconscionable or deceptive
trade practice by a business relating to the
coronavirus, or for any other reason, please
contact the Westchester County Consumer
Protection Department by calling 914-
995-2155 or sending an email to ConPro@
westchestergov.com.

Be in touch with your stories so we can share them with
our 10,000+ social media followers.

It’s more important than ever to come together as a
community to promote and support local businesses.
In recognition that revenue might be down but the
need to advertise is critical, Examiner Media is also
discounting all new advertising by 25 percent, starting
right now. We’re all in this together.

#LocalBusiness #LocalNews, 914-864-0878,
advertising@theexaminernews.com, Twitter.com/
ExaminerMedia, Facebook.com/ExaminerMedia
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It’s Time for All of Us to Do Our Part to Fight the Coronavirus

As a physician,
I'm not an alarmist.
Most  physicians
aren't. By our
training, we learn
to check ourselves
and remain calm in
the face of a crisis.

But I'm here to
sound the alarm,
or rather, to join
By Dr. Laura Korin in  with  other

physicians sounding

the alarm about the
coronavirus (COVID-19). First from Wuhan,
then Italy, and more recently the U.S.

I am a primary care physician, the person
you trust to guide you to better health and
help you recover from illness, the shoulder
to cry on, someone who cheers you on in
your efforts to improve your life. I hope you
will heed my words.

I am in contact with thousands of
physicians across the country and the world.
Our message is simple: stay home! We are
not asking you to panic. We are asking you to
take our warnings and instructions seriously
and help us save your life and the life of
others.

We are scared. We have learned how bad
the situation can get from physicians in other
countries, as well as heartbreaking accounts
from my colleagues in the Seattle area, who
are forced to make painful decisions.

In the United States, health professionals
have little to no access to protective

equipment and are beginning to fall ill.
Physicians, other healthcare providers,
first responders, janitorial staff, are literally
risking their own lives while battling
for yours and doing so without proper
equipment. Stay home!

Also, I can’t believe I have to write
this, but please stop stealing masks, hand
sanitizers, gloves from your doctors’ offices
or hospitals. I get it, you're scared, but our
supplies are severely limited
and they won’t help you as much
as they will us. Don’t you want
us around to help you or your
loved one if one of you is ill?

Also, don’t lie about your
symptoms to get through the
screening  process because
you want to be tested but
your symptoms are mild and you were
recommended to stay home. Now you've
exposed everyone in your path, including the
clinical staff trying to care for the critically
ill, and you might not get tested anyway.
There is a limited supply of test kits, and not
everyone qualifies for testing.

Despite what you may have heard, not
everyone can get the test, even if the doctor
wants to test you. Hopefully, this will change
soon. I'd love to test everyone, then we’d
really get a sense of the impact here, but we
can’t yet.

If you are sick, definitely stay home and
contact a medical professional first to see if
youneedtobeseen. Only gotothe emergency
room if you are having an emergency. Look
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at your local health department website for
links and information about what to do if you
get sick and how to prepare your home.

Other than that, please stop traveling,
meeting up with friends, having parties or
playdates, going to the gym, going to bars.
I understand that your children may be
frustrated by the realities of social distancing
and interruptions of their normal activities.
But the school closures will accomplish
nothing if you continue with
gatherings, small or large.

The symptoms of coronavirus
take  days to  manifest
themselves. Someone  who
comes over looking well can
transmit the virus. It’s okay to
take go outside for walks, runs,
biking (and you should, it’s a
great stress reliever), but maintain distance,
ideally six feet between people outside your
family.

Call your friends and check in with
your older neighbors to see if they need
something while you are (sparingly) going
to the grocery store or pharmacy. Take
care of each other, just don’t hang out with
each other. Continue to cover your cough
and wash your hands, but that alone is not
enough. Stay home!

Early and aggressive social distancing
can flatten the curve, not overwhelm our
healthcare system and eventually may
reduce the length and need for longer periods
of extreme social distancing later, which is
what has occurred in Italy and Wuhan. We

all need to do our part during these times,
no matter the difficulties. I hope one day you
can tell us we overreacted, then that means
we all did our part.

Many people are literally risking their
own lives while fighting for yours. Please
stay home. It is the absolute least you can
do.

Laura Korin, MD, MPH, is a family
physician and preventive medicine/public
health physician who trained at Thomas
Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia
and the New York City Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene. She practices at
Montefiore Medical Center in the Bronx. She
was raised in Pleasantville and continues to
have close ties to the village.

For the latest local reporting
tidbits on coronavirus
(COVID-19) follow @

examinerstone and/
or @ExaminerMedia on
Twitter. Visit our website
for daily coverage of
major developments:
TheExaminerNews.
comexaminerstone and/
or @ExaminerMedia on
Twitter. Visit our website
for daily coverage of
major developments:
TheExaminerNews.com
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Despite Empty Shelves, There Is Plenty of Food

By Pat Casey

An article published by The NY Times
Monday said: “Americans have been alarmed
by empty grocery shelves, but while food
suppliers and retailers say they are struggling
with surging demand, they insist the supply
chain remains strong.”

On Friday, Greenburgh Town Supervisor
Paul Feiner wrote that New York State needs
to address panic supermarket buying.

“In recent days NYS and other states
have tried to address the coronavirus
crisis by encouraging people to avoid large
crowds. Schools, colleges have been shut
down, sports events have been cancelled,
Broadway theaters have gone dark and more
employees are working from home, avoiding
subways and trains. Yet, the supermarkets
are overcrowded with people who are close
together, panic buying. Every shopper who is
in a supermarket over-packed with shoppers
is increasing the chances of getting infected
and infecting others. I was at Shoprite on
Central Avenue two nights in a row. The
parking lot was packed. I did not go in. I

Schools Closed, Non-essential Workers Told to Stay Home in Coronavirus Fallout

continued from page 1

While an estimated 80 percent of those
infected may have few or no symptoms, they
can still spread the virus to the vulnerable
population of seniors, those with underlying
health issues and compromised immune
systems, Cuomo said. If that happens the
healthcare system could buckle, he said.

“That’s what you hear every day on TV.
The concept is right,” Cuomo said. “Flatten
the curve, slow the spread so the healthcare
system can handle it. When they say this, I
don’t think of a curve, I think of a wave. The
wave is going to break, and the wave is going
to break the hospital system. We're doing
everything we can to flatten the curve.”

Currently, there are about 53,000 hospital
beds throughout the state, 3,000 of which
are in intensive care. Cuomo said he wrote
an open letter to President Donald Trump
asking that the Army Corps of Engineers be
deployed to help retrofit empty facilities into
hospitals.

Latimer said Westchester is among the
counties looking to identify empty spaces
that can be used.

“There’s no road map as to what we do
next and how we move forward on this,”
Latimer said.

For local officials, the challenges ranged
from convincing their constituents to heed
the warnings of the authorities or addressing
irrational fears to making sure essential
services are operating properly.

Proposed $233.2

By Neal Rentz

White Plains Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Joseph Ricca has proposed a $233.2 million
budget for 2020-21 that would meet the state-
mandated tax cap.

Ricca presented his spending plan at last
week’s Board of Education meeting.

Under the ledger, 75 percent of the
spending would go toward employee salaries

e :
W,

Empty shelves on the bread aisle of a local supermarket.

heard that the lines during the day were
enormous,” Feiner said.

Feiner would like the state to address
the problem. “If a supermarket is packed

with hundreds of people (and shoppers are
within six feet of each other) they can spread
the virus,” Feiner says. “In the UK some
supermarkets, facing the same problem,

——

PAUL CARDI PHOTO

The growing health crisis caused by coronavirus produced long lines of shoppers at local supermarkets
last weekend, including at the ShopRite Sunday morning in Thornwood.

M White Plains 2020-21 Schools Budget Meets Tax Cap

and benefits. Some of the additional positions
being sought by Ricca include two guidance
counselors, two social workers, one music
teacher, two security assistants and one
assistant athletic director.

Nearly 84 percent of the proposed budget
is funded through the property tax.

Proposed capital projects, which would
be paid through the capital reserve, include

at Highlands Middle School new heating,
ventilation and controls ($7,034,600); at
George Washington Elementary School a
complete renovation to original restrooms
($559,000); at the Mamaroneck Avenue
Elementary School a new public address
and clock systems; ($462,400) and at the
Rochambeau Alternative High  School
replacement of domestic water, hot water

have started to ration food because panic
buying left shelves empty. There is no need
to buy more than needed.”

On Monday, addressing the needs of senior
citizens in the community, local Stop & Shop
stores announced reduced hours and special
shopping times to accommodate and protect
older customers.

“In order to allow more time for our
associates to unload deliveries, stock shelves,
and better serve our customers throughout
the day, Stop & Shop has adjusted its hours
of operation to 7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. at most
stores beginning Monday, March 16,” an
email from the company’s management said.

Also, to better enable social distancing,
effective on Thursday, March 19, Stop &
Shop will create hours specifically geared to
accommodate customers 60 and older. Stop
& Shop stores will open from 6 to 7:30 a.m.
only for customers over the age of 60 who
the CDC and local health officials say are
most vulnerable. ID will not be requested
for entry, but the company will ask customers
to leave if they are not members of this

age group.

As this issue of The White Plains
Examiner went to press the White Plains
Mayor’s office did not have updated
information about any additional COVID-19
cases in the city. As of last Thursday, three
people had tested positive for coronavirus in
White Plains, according to the mayor. “We
have been informed that these individuals
are abiding by all the required quarantine
measures,” Roach said.

Out of an abundance of caution, the White
Plains Public Library building was closed to
the public starting Sunday, March 15. “We
will be sharing more information about how
you can use our virtual services in the days
to come. In the meantime, we have a robust
e-book and e-audio collection available,
as well as many resources for streaming
media, including Kanopy, an excellent film
collection,” Roach said.

In connection with the White Plains School
District closure this week, the White Plains
Youth Bureau will also be closed.

If you are experiencing symptoms
associated with coronavirus, please call
either the White Plains Hospital Hotline at
(914) 681-2900 or the NYS Dept of Health
Hotline at 1-888-364-3065. Professional staff
will screen you over the phone by asking you
a series of questions and assess your need
for testing.

—Pat Casey contributed reporting to
this story.

lines and restrooms ($1.16m) and the
installation of new corridor ceilings and LED
lighting ($784,000).

The Board of Education is scheduled to
hold a budget workshop on March 23 and
adopt next year’s spending plan on March 30.
A public hearing on the budget will be held on
May 11. District residents are slated to vote
on the budget on May 19.
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Sea Flame Seafood & Steakhouse Restaurant Premiers in Scarsdale

Restaurateur and
hospitality veteran
Petrit Bicaj premiered
Sea Flame Restaurant in
the Vernon Hills Shops
along White Plains Road
in Scarsdale, across from
Barnes & Noble. ‘Pete’

|

ByMorrisGut  Bjcai. who will be the on-
site general operations
manager, had previously partnered

at Michelangelo’s Italian
Restaurant on Arthur Ave.
in the Bronx. Most recently,
he was general manager
for several Wolfgang’s
Steakhouse locations in
Manhattan. He is a genteel,
knowledgeable host.

The dining room is
mirrored with soft class-
casual tones. Artsy lighting fixtures
hang from the ceiling. There are modern
artworks. Tables are well spaced for
comfortable dining. A large wine rack
separates the dining room from the kitchen.

n
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Pete Bicaj of Sea Flame with his Prime Aged
Steaks.

Aview of the dining room at Sea Flame, Scarsdale.

The long sparkling marble top bar is already
drawing a daily networking crowd. The staff
is most professional and ready to please.

Bicaj insists on resourcing the best in
the marketplace for his kitchen. Seafood is
delivered fresh daily, primarily from local
fishermen on Long Island. High quality
USDA Prime meats come from Master
Purveyors in the Hunts Point Market.

Sea Flame’s eclectic Italian/American/
Steakhouse menu includes
such fine starters as:
daily Raw Bar featuring
a Seafood Tower; Grilled
Octopus; Baked Clams;
Sizzling Canadian Bacon
sliced thick; Sea Flame

Crab Cake; Sliced

Beefsteak Tomatoes with

Onion or Mozzarella.

Signature  main  courses
include: Seafood Risotto with shrimp,
scallops and lobster; classic Surf & Turf
with filet mignon and lobster; Prime Dry
Aged Tomahawk Steak; Porterhouse for
two, three or four; and Double Cut Veal
Chop. Good fresh salads at lunchtime.

Fresh Salads include: Classic Caesar
Salad; Wedge Salad; and a signature
Chopped Salad with romaine, fresh baby
spinach, green peas, carrots, corn, sweet
red peppers, hearts of palm, avocado, feta
cheese and a house vinaigrette dressing.

Beautifully plated seafood, poultry and
pasta entrees include: Sea Flame Seafood
Risotto with shrimp, scallops, calamari;
Seafood Pescatore; Chicken Marini with
parmesan crust; Chicken Parmigiana;
hearty Chicken Scarpariello; Wild Salmon;
Grilled Branzino; and Chilean Sea Bass.

Carnivores will certainly enjoy the Beef
Prime Dry-Aged for 28 Days: Bone-In New
York Sirloin; Filet Mignon; 26 oz. Rib Eye;
classic Surf and Turf; and Porterhouse
Steak for two, three, or four.

Selections called ‘Chops & Fire’ include:
Veal Chop; Lamb Chops; Pork Chops;
Veal Milanese; and Veal Parmigiana.
Supplementary sides: German Potatoes;
Creamed Spinach; Asparagus; Brussels
sprouts and Lobster Mac and Cheese.

Grilled Octopus at Sea Flame.

Delicious Chicken Martini at Sea Flame.

Leave room for such desserts as: N.Y.
Cheesecake; Chocolate Mousse Cake;
Tiramisu; and Hot Fudge Sundae. Desserts
are served with house made Schlag.

Sea Flame is located at 709 White
Plains Road, Scarsdale/Eastchester. The
restaurant serves lunch, dinner seven days
a week and Sunday Brunch. Same menu
served all day. Price range main courses:
$19 to $29. Prime Dry Aged Steaks and
Chops: $32 to $58. Prix Fixe Lunch: $22.95.
Banquet facilities. Full take-out. Delivery
service. Major credit cards. Proper casual
dress. Free parking. Reservations accepted:
914-874-5366.  www.seaflamerestaurant.
com
New Restaurants in the Works

Graziella’s to Open 2nd Spot in
White Plains. The DiFeo
family is opening another
Graziella Italian Restaurant at
the sight of the former Luka’s
(Ernesto’s) 130 W. Post Road.
Work on the interior is going
on at this writing. The original
site is at 99 Church St., White
Plains. Founder Gracie DiFeo
and her family are still at the
helm at both restaurants, as
well as their new Mt. Kisco
location. The family is also
affiliated with Westchester
Burger Company restaurants
around the county. www.
graziellasrestaurant.com.

El Barrio Coming to
Scarsdale/Eastchester.
Chef Sal Cucullo Jr. and
partners at the former 808
Social at 185 Summerfield St.,
Scarsdale, are rebranding the
eatery into El Barrio Mexican
Restaurant highlighting
Mexican street food. It should
be open by early April. There
will be some fine talent at

work here. Playful new design, too. Chef Sal
also operates The 808 Bistro on Scarsdale
Ave., Scarsdale.

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing
consultant and former vestaurant trade
magazine editor. He has been tracking and
writing about the food and dining scene
in greater Westchester for 30 years. He
may be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail:
gutreactions @optonline.net.

e T

Baked Clams at Sea Flame.
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Coronavirus Concerns Visit the Real Estate Industry

A while back, I wrote a column about
doorknobs that I thought was comical. It
included one of my wife’s famous Lithuanian
sayings, “I visited my friends only to kiss
the doorknob,” which translates simply that
they were not home. Lithuanians have quaint
expressions for nearly everything they do.

But can you imagine anybody kissing a
doorknob today, considering that the typical
doorknob probably harbors more germs than
any other fixture in our homes?

As a realtor, I and my colleagues have
been advised this week by the National
Association of Realtors (NAR) that the
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak has been
changing the way we should operate in and
around homes we are listing for sale or
viewing with buyer clients.

According to a new survey just conducted
by the association, nearly one in four home
sellers nationwide are changing how their
home is viewed while that home remains on
the market, due to the COVID-19 outbreak.
The changes include eliminating open
houses from their marketing plans, requiring
potential buyers to wash their hands or use
hand sanitizer, asking buyers to remove
shoes or wear footies and other changes.

The percentage of sellers adopting these
and other changes climbs to 44 percent
in Washington state and 34 percent in

California, two of the states
hardest hit by coronavirus.
The NAR’s Economic Pulse
Flash Survey, conducted on
Mar. 9 and 10, asked questions
about how the coronavirus
outbreak, including the
significant declines in stock
market values and mortgage
interest rates, has impacted
home buyer and seller
interest and behavior. Several
highlights of the member
survey include:
--Thirty-seven percent said
lower mortgage rates excited
home buyers much more than
the stock market correction.
--Almost eight out of 10 (78
percent) said there has been
no change in buyer interest
due to the coronavirus.
--Sixteen percent said
buyer interest has decreased
due to coronavirus, with
members in California and
Washington state citing larger decreases in
buyer interest — 21 percent and 19 percent,
respectively.
--Nearly nine out of 10 members (87
percent) said coronavirus has not affected

By Bill Primavera

the number of homes on the
market.
In Washington state and

California, 5 percent and
4 percent of members,
respectively, reported

homes were removed from
the market. That figure
is 3 percent for members
nationwide.

To me and my real estate
colleagues, all relevant news
is local, and in checking with
my office at William Raveis
in Yorktown, I learned that
two weeks ago, the number
of showings scheduled on
Saturday were 34. As 1
write this on Saturday this
week, I've called my office
to learn that that number
of scheduled showings had
dropped dramatically to nine
showings and, before the end
of the afternoon, four of those
had been canceled.

So, hold on to your hats, home sellers and
fellow realtors, and let’s all hope that the
number of coronavirus cases starts declining
soon. If not, all we can do is be patient and,
most of all, be safe.

Bill Primavera is a realtor associated with
William Raveis Real Estate and founder
of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site is
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com. To engage
the services of The Home Guru to market your
home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

FEEL
GOOD

American
Red Cross

Burgundy The Impact of History on Today’s Prestigious Wines

The wines of
France’s  Burgundy
region are famous for
their unique aroma
and flavor profiles
— and their relative
scarcity compared to
worldwide demand.
This imbalance has
driven prices of the
most famous wines into the collectors-only
stratosphere.

To a certain extent, this obsession has
obscured the underlying turbulence of the
region’s roots.

One cannot fully appreciate the wines of
Burgundy without an insight into the local

By Nick Antonaccio

‘What we taste
today is the
evolution of

Burgundy and

the culmination

of thousands of
years of influence

and refinement.’

culture, passion, geopolitics and, perhaps
most of all, its history.

While Burgundy vineyards comprise only
one-eighth the land coverage of California
vineyards, they are owned or managed by a
similar number of growers — approximately
3,000. Do the math: Burgundy vineyards
are generally miniscule in size compared to
California. But this wasn’t always the case.
The history of Burgundy is a tale of the ebb
and flow of land control over millennia.

For this column, I've
condensed the 2,000-year
history of this region into
four distinct periods. Each
has enhanced the quality
and appreciation of the fine

wines produced in this
ancient region.

1. The
Roman  troops

Romans.
swept

experimenting with various grapes,
eventually concentrating on Pinot Noir
and Chardonnay. At the end of the eighth
century, King Charlemagne brought the
influence of the Roman Catholic Church to
much of France, including Burgundy.

As its ruler, he fancied the local red
wines and acquired a parcel of land.
However, legend tells us that the king had
a habit of staining his beard at mealtimes,
embarrassing his wife. She preferred that
he drink white wine as a kingly alternative.
To this day, this parcel of land, Corton-
Charlemagne, is an island of Chardonnay in
a sea of Pinot Noir.

2. The Dukes of Burgundy. In the 14th

You Heard It
Through the

Fapevine

through this area in the fifth century and
occupied the land for several centuries,

century, this warring family conquered and
occupied Burgundy with a stranglehold on
the local economy for the next 200 years.
And Burgundy flourished. However, as the
Roman Catholic Church gained influence
in France in the 16th century, the House
of Burgundy felt the need for the eternal
salvation promised by the church. They
were convinced that the way to salvation was
through spiritual, not financial, wealth. They
gradually transferred ownership of much
of their Burgundian lands
— and vineyards - to their
winemakers, the church’s
emissaries: Benedictine and
Cistercian monks.

3. The Monks. It is
during this era (the 16th
through 18th centuries) that
the reputation of Burgundy
as a fine winemaking region
flourished. The monks were fastidious
recordkeepers, diligent laborers and
insightful winemakers. They catalogued
each inch of land for its natural qualities
— soil composition, exposure to the sun,
elevation of vineyards — and planted vines
accordingly. They perfected ages-old
winemaking techniques. They even sold a
portion of these sacramental wines to the
aristocrats. And then came...

4. The French Revolution. After
Louis XVI was dethroned and beheaded,
the revolutionaries distributed much of the
wealth of the aristocracy and the church
to the commoners. With their new and
reclaimed holdings, the newly enfranchised
winemakers embraced the land and gained
worldwide popularity for their wines.

Upon Napoleon’s accession to emperor
in 1804, his Napoleonic Code further
distributed the land of Burgundy to the heirs
of its citizens. Generation after generation,
the vineyards were continually subdivided
amongst the heirs of each succeeding
generation, resulting in the hodgepodge of
small vineyards that exists today. A number
of today’s winemakers produce just a few
hundred cases of wine from vineyards only
a few rows wide.

What we taste today is the evolution of
Burgundy and the culmination of thousands
of years of influence and refinement. This
is the pure essence of Burgundy. Not solely
the grapes or the land, but the echo of
ancient footsteps in the vineyards.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville
resident. For over 25 years he has conducted
wine tastings and lectures. Nick is a member
of the Wine Media Guild of wine writers. He
also offers personalized wine tastings and
wine travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous
experimenting results in instinctive behavior.
You can reach him at mnantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine. e

Advertise in The White Plains Examiner 914-864-0878
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Obituaries

Luigi L. Finateri Jr.

Luigi L. Finateri Jr, 68, passed away
March 14.

He was born Dec. 6, 1951 in White Plains
to Virginia (nee Rincicotti) and Luigi Finateri
Sr., and raised by Leonilda Finateri.

For over 20 years, Louie worked as a
professional mover for Morgan Manhattan
Moving & Storage Co., retiring in 1997.
Along with his father, he cofounded Louie’s
Tree Service.

Louie is survived by his son, Luis
Finateri; four brothers, Joseph, Mario,
Angelo, and Anthony Finateri; two sisters,
Claudia Amelio and Anna Marie Karr; and
his beloved companion, Christina Finateri.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests
donations be made in Louie’s name to
Rosary Hill Home, Hawthorne, NY.

Andrew Helmut Schon

Andrew Schon, 82, passed away on March
12 at his home in White Plains.

Andrew was born in Budapest, Hungary
to George and Selma Schon on May 24,
1937. At the outset of World War II in
Europe in 1939, George Schon had to serve
in a forced labor camp along with other
Hungarian Jews. He continued to serve with
minimal furloughs until 1944 when he was
taken POW by the Russian Army. In March
1944, German forces occupied Hungary.
Andrew, then seven years old relied on his
mother’s resourcefulness and kindness of

friends to avoid being captured and placed
in concentration camps by the Nazis. The
Russians liberated Hungary later in 1944 and
Andrew, Selma and George were reunited in
late 1945. Andrew’s sister Judith was born a
year later.

In 1956, Andrew, then 19 years old, was
attending Engineering School and working
for the Railroad. In late October of that
year, a student protest escalated into a
revolt against Soviet-imposed policies. This
protest attracted thousands as they marched
through central Budapest. By the end of
October, Andrew was obligated to report
for mandatory military service. However,
during this period, the Soviets retreated
and there appeared to be an impending
negotiated withdrawal of Soviet rule.
However, in early November, a large Soviet
force invaded Budapest and other regions
of the country and thwarted the revolution.
At this time, being considered AWOL from
his mandatory service, Andrew made plans
to escape Hungary. He used his credentials
from and knowledge of the Railroad system
to help force a train to stop only one mile
from the Austrian border. He managed to
safely enter Austria on foot. His linguistic
skills allowed him to effectively serve as a
German — Hungarian interpreter for other
refugees being processed. This service
helped expedite his receiving a visa to enter
the United States in January 1957.

Andrew assimilated quickly into American
culture and raised his three sons with his
first wife Sheila in Flushing, NY. He was an
active civic leader in the community, serving

on the board of directors for Embassy Co-op,
North Flushing Swim Club, Mitchell Linden
Baseball League and local Cub Scouts. He
was also the NYPD liaison in the community
during the Son of Sam attacks in 1977.

Andrew had a successful career as a
Mechanical Engineer, retiring approximately
10 years ago. He continued to provide
leadership and mentorship with the General
Society of Mechanics & Tradesmen of The
City Of New York. Also, he volunteered on
a regular basis as a patient advocate with
White Plains Hospital.

Surviving Andrew is his loving and
devoted wife of almost 34 years, Harriet
Schon. In addition to his wife, he leaves
behind his sister Judith Yoblick of Edison,
NJ. Andrew is also survived by his three
sons (and spouses), Steven Schon (Helene)
of Pennington, NJ, Richard Schon (Michele)
of Plainview, NY and David Schon (Bonnie)
of Hauppauge, NY. His grandchildren
include Brian Schon, Jillian Schon (fiancé
Gregg), Alec Schon, Marissa Schon and
Tyler Schon. Andrew is also survived by two
stepdaughters Lisa Bissell of Ft. Lauderdale,
FL and her children Helyna and Gerald, and
Stephanie Solomon and her fiancé Chris
Saitta of Seattle, WA. He leaves behind many
nieces, nephews and lifelong friends.

Lester A. Petretti

Lester A. Petretti, 88, of White Plains,
passed away on March 9, seven days shy of
his 89th birthday, after a hard fought battle
with Cancer.

He was born on March 16, 1931 in the
Bronx, the son of Pietro and Maria (Bertini)
Petretti. Growing up on Jackson Avenue in
the Bronx, Lester loved racing and tending
to his pigeons from the rooftop. He was a
Korean War Veteran. Lester retired after a
long career with Chase Manhattan Bank.

Lester married his wife Carmela (nee
Genazzi) on Jan. 26, 1957.

He is predeceased by his brother Charles
and sister Adriana (Maicus) Petretti. He
is survived and will be deeply missed by
his wife Carmela of 63 years, his loving
sons Andrew (wife Carole) and David and
his beloved grandchildren Cory, Kelly and
Cassie Petretti, many nieces, nephews,
friends and his best friend, his dog Sammie.

Lester and Carmela loved living at The
Surrey Strathmore for the past 36 years,
where they made many wonderful friends.
He was an active member of St. Bernard’s
Church and remained a devoted follower of
Christ.

Victoria Y. Acampora

Victoria Y. Acampora,
March 8.

She was born July 10, 1925 to the late
Nicholas and Angelina Mauro Galasso. She
graduated from White Plains High School in
June 1942.

Victoria worked for NY Telephone Co.
during WWIIL, AT&T for which she was a

passed away
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AUCTIONS GOLD / SILVER WANTED quality, most competitive pricing on CBD

CHEMUNG COUNTY Tax Foreclosed
Real Estate Auction: 100+ Lots! Tuesday,
March 31, 2020. Registration: 7:00AM;
Start: 9:00AM. Holiday Inn, 760 E. Water
Street, Elmira, NY 14901. Pre-Auction
Seminar: Wednesday, March 18, 2020,
6:00PM. Call 800-536-1401, Ext. 110; www.
auctionsinternational.com/liveauctions

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings,
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture,
jewelry books, cameras, records,
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics,
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL
AARON AT 914-235-0302

AUTO DONATIONS

DONATE YOUR CAR TO WHEELS
FOR WISHES, benefiting Make-A-Wish.
We offer free towing and your donation is
100% tax deductible. Call 914-468-4999
Today!

BUYING/SELLING

BUYING diamonds, gold, silver, all
fine jewelry and watches, coins, paintings,
better furs, complete estates. We simply pay
more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail
Americabuying@aol.com

*COMIC BOOKS WANTED! TOP
PRICES PAID!** 30 years experience.
Reliable and honest! Call or Text: 917-
699-2496, or e-mail: smileLP@aol.com.
Thanks.

FREON WANTED: We pay CA$H for
cylindersand cans. R12R500R11 R113 R114.
Convenient. Certified Professionals. Call312-
361-0601 or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

I HAVE AVIATION EQUIPMENT,
HEADSETS, MAPS, VIDEOS AND
MORE. Contact Ralph 914 557 6703 or
email arlingtonwoodworking54@gmail.
com.

CANADIAN RIVER BHIIISING

'4 5 6, 7n|ght cruises on the

St. Lawrence and Ottawa rivers

aboard the nostalgie~
replica steamboat
CANADIAN EMPRESS

Quebec City, Ottawa, .Kingston departures
Call now to request your 2019 brochure

www.StLawrenceCruiseLines.con 1-800-267-7868

253 Ontario St., Suite 200 Kingston, ON K7L 274

TICO #2168740

> -

#
fw“ f'«""”

Help a teen and siblings find hope.

,‘_n; 4 ;_,,. t _‘1

NORTHERNRIVERS

NOW SERVING DUTCHESS COUNTY!

f
4 r

7‘ c/w%mﬁ cave stnce 7829

call 1.844.855.CARE or visit

northernrivers.org/foster-care

HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit
West- chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver,
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches,
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap-
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur-
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil-
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

CABLE & SATELLITE TV

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV,
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per
second speed. No contract or commitment.
More Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited
Voice. Call 1-855-977-7198

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

TRAIN AT HOME TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified & ready to work in months! Call
855-543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here
- Get trained as FAA certified Aviation
Technician. Financial aid for qualified
students. Job placement assistance. Call
AIM for free information 866-296-7094.

FINANCE

Denied Social Security Disability?
Appeal! If you're 50+, filed SSD and denied,
our attorneys can help! Win or Pay Nothing!
Strong, recent work history needed. 866-979-
0096 [Steppacher Law Offices LLC Principal
Office: 224 Adams Ave Scranton PA 18503]

FOR SALE

Privacy Hedges -SPRING BLOWOUT
SALE 6ft Arborvitae Reg $179 Now
$80 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE
Installation/FREE delivery, Limited
Supply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttreefarm.com

HEALTH

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And
Your Family May Be Entitled To Significant
Cash Award. No Risk. No Money Out Of
Pocket. For Information Call 877-225-4813

LIVE PAIN FREE with CBD products
from AceWellness. We guarantee highest

ELEVATORS ¢ STAIRLIFTS - WHEELCHAIR LIFTS « RAMPS

¢ Sales ¢ Rentals ¢ Service * Buybacks I
New and Reconditioned Lifts

Stay in the home you Love! i' 1

Locally Owned & Operated

& FTUNIRG

ALBANY

Lift Cc ompaﬁj?
(518) 393-2274 or (888) 558-LIFT

www.thealbanylificompany.com
Visit Our Display Center: 836 Troy-Schenectady Rd., Latham, NY 12110

products. Softgels, oils, skincare, Vape &
more. Coupon Code: PRINT20 1-844-532-
2950

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT
PRESCRIPTION! World Health Link.
Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500
medications available. CALL Today For A
Free Price Quote. 1-866-569-7986 Call
Now!

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money back
guaranteed! 1-855-579-8907

HELP WANTED

MANAGERS OF DATA ANALYTICS
IN VALHALLA, NY will manip, analyz,
interp complex data sets & prep reports.
Apply statist analys, predict model or other
to analyz data & draw infer. Dev comp
database & maint large data set. Req degree
in Bus Analytics/Data Science/related
+exp. Mail resumes via USPS to Retriever
Medical Dental Payments LLC., Attn:
Melissa Buckle. 115 East Stevens Ave.,
Suite 300, Valhalla, NY 10595.

JOB OPPORTUNITY $18.50 P/H NYC
$15 P/H LI $14.50 P/H UPSTATE NY
If you currently care for your relatives or
friends who have Medicaid or Medicare, you
may be eligible to start working for them as
a personal assistant. No Certificates needed.
(347)462-2610 (347)565-6200

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ARLINGTON INC - CUSTOM
WOODWORKING and HOME
& BUSINESS RENOVATIONS,
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
PAINTING, POWER  WASHING.
arlingtonwoodworking54@gmail.com
914-557-6703. Ralph Iamiceli, Principal.

INTERNET AND TV

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155
Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On
Demand (w/SELECT All Included Package.)
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens
Simultaneously at No Additional Cost. Call
DIRECTYV 1-888-534-6918

continued on next page
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'\ HOME

When you need a
new roof, windows

or doors and need
help paying for
them, call us.

g

800-736-9629

NYIimprovementFund.com

PROGRAMS RIGHT NOW NEW YORK

Roofing | Windows | Siding | Insulation | Walk-In Tubs

Wheels For Wishes
benefiting

Make-A-Wish®
Hudson Valley

*

“ *100% Tax Deductible

-

4

* Free Vehicle Pickup ANYWHERE

* We Accept Most Vehicles Running or Not

* We Also Accept Boats, Motorcycles & RVs

‘ I ) Call:(914)468-4999

WheelsForWishes.org

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs or financial information,
call (213) 948-2000 or visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

DISH TV $59.99 for 190 Channels
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. Call
1-800-943-0838.

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a
license, number 1326336 for beer, cider,
and wine has been applied for by Chipotle
Mexican Grill of Colorado, LLC d/b/a
Chipotle Mexican Grill #3467 to sell beer,
cider, and wine at retail in a restaurant under
the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law at
3144 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake, NY
10547, Westchester County for on premises

consumption. Chipotle Mexican Grill of
Colorado, LLC d/b/a Chipotle Mexican
Grill #3467

MISCELLANEOUS

BRAZILIAN CLEANING SERVICES
Need help cleaning your house? I can help!
Affordable prices & satisfaction guaranteed.
Full insurance. Call Keila (914) 758-5621.
Military Discount, Teacher Discount, Senior
Citizen Discount & Firefighter Discount.

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus
Removal,DataRecovery!24/7EMERGENCY

continued on next page

your pocket

Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy PISONY
6129

DENTAL Insurance

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help
get the dental care you deserve! b

Nowi 1-855-225-1434
# Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in

# This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan
¥ You can get coverage before your next checkup

Don't wait! Call now and we'll rush you a FREE

FREE
Information Kit

Mhysicians
: Here's £ in

Mutual ferm
i ii au sasted an lal Inguranze
Your Mame Her

1-855-225-1434

Visit us online at
www.dental50plus.com/nypress

MB17-NMOO3Ec

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES
I'm never

alone

Life Alert” is always
here for me even when

away from home.

One touch of a button

sends help fast, 24/7.

Life Alert

Batteries Never Need Charging.

For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-404-9776

Help at Home

WHEN YOU
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Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet
Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Receive a free American Sta
Shower, or D

LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY; Rockland NY.

888-609-0248

ilet with fullinstallation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation
le supplies last. Limit one per household. Must be first time
alkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty,
ion. CSLBBIB2796; Suffolk NY:55431H; NYCHICH 202274+8-DCA. Safety Tubs Co

Discover the world’s best
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

@ Backed by American Standard’s
140 years of experience

€) Ultralow entry for easy
entering and exiting

€) Patented Quick Drain®
fast water removal system

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed
by American Standard

@ U4tHydrotherapy jets for an

invigorating massage

= s
FREE IN-HOME 3
EVALUATION!

SERVICE, In-home repair/On-line solutions
. $20 OFF ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

AVAILABLE PARKING SPACE for
small truck, trailer, storage, snowplow, etc.
Contact Ralph 914 557 6703, or email
arlingtonwoodworking54@gmail.com.

REAL ESTATE

GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top
$$$ To hunt your land. Call for a FREE
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

VACATION RENTALS

Sebastian, Florida (East Coast) Beach
Cove is like paradise; 55+ Community with

Obituaries

maintenance-free living, where friends are
easily made. Sebastian is an “Old Florida”
fishing village: quaint atmosphere, excellent
medical facilities, shopping, restaurants.
Direct flights from Newark to Vero Beach.
Custom manufactured homes from $114,900.
772-581-0080; www.beach-cove.com

To Place a Classified Ad Call
914-864-0878 or
e-mail classifieds
@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline
is Thursdays at 5pm for the next
week’s publication
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telephone operator at St. Agnes Hospital,
and then was hired as telephone supervisor
by United Hospital in Port Chester being
referred by NY Telephone Company and
retiring in 1996.

Victoria was an avid member of the W.
Harrison Senior Citizens. She enjoyed the
many activities and trips the program offered
including the Knifty Knitters Club and
Bingo on Thursdays and Fridays. Victoria
was a member of the Ave Maria Guild at St.
Anthony of Padua Church, and did volunteer
work at area hospitals. She was also a
talented piano player. Her many years as a
homemaker, excellent cook and baker, and
raising her family were her pleasure, pride
and joy. She was a very caring friend to many
and will be greatly missed.

Victoria is survived by her four sons
John, Thomas, Nicholas, and David; six
grandchildren John (Melissa), Matthew
(Bree), Jared, Rachel, Victoria, and Julia
Rose; and two great granddaughters Noelle
and Makayla.

Born in Mount Vernon, NY on December
20, 1942

Peter Stone

Peter Stone, of White Plains, passed on
peacefully in the presence of his family on
March 3.

Peter was born in Mount Vernon on Dec.

20, 1942. Peter moved to White Plains from
Manhattan when he was 10 years old and
graduated from White Plains High School
in 1960. He earned a Bachelors degree from
Principia College and a graduate degree from
Washington University. Peter then served as
an officer in the US Navy during the Viet
Nam War, aboard helicopter carrier USS
Valley Forge.

After the Navy, Peter returned to White
Plains and settled in the Highlands. His
business career included five years with
Procter and Gamble and 35 years with
Reebie Associates/Global Insight doing
management consulting in the field of freight
transportation.

His community involvement included an
active role in the Christian Science Church,
serving as First Reader, Trustee, and
representative to the White Plains Religious
Leaders Association. He served for 12 years
as the Chairman of the WP Commission on
Human Rights; starting member of the WP
Coalition for Cultural and Racial Harmony;
member of the Musaic Chorus. He was a
trustee of the WP Historical Society and a
member of the Veterans Writing Workshop.
Several of his stories have been published in
their anthologies.

Peter is survived by his wife, Kitty,
son, Kevin, and daughter, Vivian, three
grandchildren and many other family
members who loved him dearly.
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By Albert Coqueran

Of course, concern over the Coronavirus
Pandemic is more important than any athletic
event. It is a serious world health crisis,
which has killed and inflected many people.
However, as [ wish for all people to remain
safe at this critical time in society, as a sports
journalist, I will report on the immediate
impact the Coronavirus Pandemic is having
on the local sports communities.

On Thursday, March 12, CHSAA President
Kevin Pigott announced the suspension
of all CHSAA events, which included the
suspension of the Intersectional Basketball
Playoffs. “We have been instructed by the
Superintendent of Schools of the Archdiocese
of New York to suspend all CHSAA events
effective immediately. As of now this
suspension includes, games, scrimmages,
meets and practices,” declared Pigott.

Stepinac was the NY number one-seed

in the CHSAA Intersectional Playoffs,
after beating St. Raymond to capture the
NYCHSAA Archdiocesan Championship, on
Saturday, Feb. 29. But the Crusaders were
not aware that this would be their last game
played this season.

The Crusaders (18-9) received a bye to
the Quarterfinals and were waiting to play
rival Iona Prep at Fordham University, on
March 8. But Fordham cancelled the CHSAA
Intersectional Tournament and closed its
doors to all athletic events due to concerns
regarding the spread of the Coronavirus, on
Saturday, March 7.

Nonetheless, as the Crusaders diligently
practiced in the Stepinac gym while the
coronavirus pandemic worsened, the writing
on the wall became apparent that beating
St. Raymond to win the Archdiocesan
Championship could be their last game of
2020.

Initially, the CHSAA AA Intersectional

PHOTO BY HECTOR MARTINEZ/MOVINGPICTURES

Stepinac Associate Head Coach Rodney Swain (left) and Head Coach Pat Massaroni (right) never
imagined they would have to say goodbye to their four seniors (I-r) Justin Morety, R.J. Davis, Luke
Fizulich and Matt Brand before ever playing a game in the CHSAA Intersectional Playoffs. But concerns
over the Coronavirus abruptly ended the CHSAA basketball season.

Sports

Stepinac Season Ends as Coronavirus Impacts CHSAA Playoffs

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTO

Crusaders Head Coach Pat Massaroni (right) jokes with seniors Luke Fizulich (left) and R. J. Davis
(center), at practice, on Monday, March 9, while awaiting their game with lona Prep in the Intersectional
Quarterfinals. Nobody on the Crusaders thought they had played their last game of the season at that

time.

Playoffs were to resume at Christ the
King High School, on Wednesday, March
11 and Thursday, March 12. But again the
games were moved to play the first two
games Monsignor Scanlan vs. St. Francis
Prep followed by Archbishop Molloy vs. St
Raymond to Stepinac High School, on March
11.

The other two Quarterfinals games
Stepinac vs. lona Prep and Cardinal Hayes
vs. Xaverian were to be played at Mount. St.
Michael on Friday, March 13.

NY CHSAA number four-seed Scanlan
beat Brooklyn/Queens number one-seed St.
Francis Prep, 73-68 in overtime. Then the NY
two-seed St. Raymond defeated BQ number
three-seed Molloy 82-54, at Stepinac, on
Wednesday, March 11.

Therefore, with the first two games of the
AA Intersectional Quarterfinals completed.
Stepinac had to feel good about their

chances of playing arch rival Iona Prep in the
Quarterfinals, on Friday, March 13, at Mount
St. Michael.

However, Stepinac would never play
Iona and the last two games of the CHSAA
AA Intersectional Quarterfinals would not
come to pass. The day prior on March 12,
CHSAA President Pigott would deliver
his announcement of the suspension of all
sporting activities over concerns of the
spreading of the Coronavirus.

If there was any chance of the
Intersectional Playoffs continuing at some
point those hopes were doused when NYS
Federation Tournament announced they
were also cancelling the tournament this
year. The NYS Federation Tournament was
scheduled to be held at Fordham University
from March 27-29. It would have been the
first time in history the Federation Basketball

continued on page 19
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Stepinac’s Basehall Season Suspended Due to COVID-19

By Rob DiAntonio

A cloud of uncertainty is surrounding
sports in the area with COVID-19 impacting
many athletic seasons.

Stepinac’s baseball team is one of them as
the Crusaders have had their practices and
games suspended indefinitely and a start
date for the season is unknown at this time.

“Crazy scenario here right how,”
Stepinac coach Keith Richardson said. “We
are hoping to get back after it as soon as
possible.”

The Crusaders will look to vie for a
AA City Championship with a nucleus of
key players returning. Key returners for
Stepinac include a group of seven seniors:
Chris  Antonelli (RHP/IF), Anthony
Saputo (1B/3B), Colin D'Arcy (RHP),
Aidan McDonough (LHP/OF), Anthony
Pressimone (C), Matthew Kahn (RHP) and
Jackson Branigan (RHP/OF).

The experienced Crusaders have 16
seniors on a 28-man roster.

“We are a very senior heavy team and
will be relying heavily on them in all areas,”
Richardson noted. “Our juniors are certainly
capable and will be fighting for contributing
roles.”

Antonelli, D’Arcy, McDonough, Kahn
and Branigan will lead the pitching staff.
Richardson said that each of them “is
capable of starting or relieving and have a
mix of great stuff.” They will likely all be
used in various roles.

Anthony Pressimone heads for first base during
a game at Kennedy Catholic last season.

we’ve had since I've been here.”

Saputo and Antonelli are coming off
impressive junior seasons and will be
“We feel pitching is the strength of our counted on to lead the offense in the middle

team this year,” Richardson said. “The ROB DIANTONIO PHOTOS  of the lineup. . .
quality and depth in our staff is the best Aidan McDonough will be one of the leaders of Stepinac’s pitching staff. They provide extra-base pop and will be

continued on next page

Eli Rosenshine is congratulated by Jackson Branigan after scoring a run last year. Anthony Saputo is a big bat in the middle of the lineup and plays both first and third base.
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Matt Soto follows through on a swing last season.

key RBI guys for us,” Richardson said. “We
feel we have several guys that can get on
base, be aggressive in the running game and
help us score runs.”

Stepinac graduated a number of starters
who made big impacts the past few seasons,
including shortstop Mike Becchetti, pitcher/
first baseman Izaiah Walker and center
fielder Dom Nicolo.

“We lost three First Team All-League
players in Mike Becchetti, Izaiah Walker
and Dom Nicolo,” Richardson said. “They
made up the top of our lineup, middle of
our defense and a key pitcher. They will be
extremely difficult to replace. We will be
looking to find the right mix at the top of
the lineup to get us going offensively. We
do have a big group of returning players
that have talent and experience from our
playoff run last year. We are excited about
the returning guys and them stepping into

D ue tO C O VI D - 1 9 continued from previous page

some more prominent roles.”

The trio played a big part in helping
Stepinac reach the city championship game
last year, where they fell to Fordham Prep
4-0.

“After an amazing run all the way to the
championship game last year and coming so
close, the guys are really excited about the
season and the chance to hopefully make
another deep playoff run,” Richardson said.
“We will work very hard to put ourselves in
position to do so.”

Stepinac currently has five players who
are committed to play at the next level
and Richardson expects that number to
increase soon. Kahn (Siena College),
Antonelli (Felician University), Matthew
Halas (Wesleyan University), Branigan
(College of Mt. St. Vincent) and
Matthew Soto (Cabrini University) are
all committed.
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Stepinac Season Ends as Coronavirus Impacts CHSAA Playoffs

continued from page 17

Championships was held in New York City.

“When you win 18 games and the
Archdiocesan Championship while playing
a national schedule and being ranked 25th
in the country by BlueStar Media that is
great,” commented Stepinac Head Coach Pat
Massaroni.

“But I think the hardest thing was that this
was a special group with four great seniors.
The staff and the players just loved being

around each other and to look back and not
have the normalness of knowing you played
your last game win or lose when ending your
season is the hardest thing. Nobody thought
beating St. Raymond on Feb. 29 would be our
last game,” said Massaroni, by telephone on
Sunday, March 13.

One of those “four great” seniors that
Massaroni acknowledged is University of
North Carolina commit and four-year varsity

starter R.J. Davis, who was on target to end
his high school basketball career a two-time
CHSAA City Champion. “I gave this League
everything I had for four years and you are
trying to tell me, I cannot finish my senior
year? Love my brothers! It was fun while
it lasted,” exclaimed a frustrated Davis,
subsequent to the cancellation of the CHSAA
Intersectional Playoffs.

Davis even has more reason to feel

deprived. As the first McDonald’s All-
American from Stepinac, the McDonald’s All
American Games set to tip off on April 1, at
the Toyota Center, in Houston, Texas were
also cancelled.

“Playing my last high school game, not
knowing it was my last high school game, is
something that’ll never sit right with me,”
stated Stepinac senior guard Matt Brand, a
resident of White Plains.
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