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By Neal Rentz

White Plains Mayor Tom Roach proposed 
a major solar power push for the city at the 
Jan. 27 Common Council work session.  

Roach is proposing 
a community solar 
program. The plan seeks 
to install solar panels at 
eight city properties. If 
the plan is approved, the 
city expects to generate 
up to six megawatts of 
power annually, which 
would be a tripling of the 
total current commercial 
and residential solar 
production in White 
Plains. According to 
the city, in addition to 
environmental benefits, 

the program would reduce energy costs for 
residents and businesses and generate more 
revenue for the city through the leasing of 
city sites.

“We really wanted to do something 
dramatic,” Roach said 
at last week’s meeting. 
“We’re absolutely in a 
climate crisis around 
the world.”

The New York Power 
Authority is providing 
services to assist with 
the project. 

According to the 
city, the community 
solar model produces 
solar energy that goes 
back to the grid and 

By Neal Rentz

Representatives of the 52 N. Broadway 
project presented a scaled down proposal to 
the White Plains Common Council during a 
work session on Jan. 27.

Representatives of WP Development NB 
LLC, the owners of the property, introduced 
the new plan for the former16-acre Good 
Counsel school campus. The representatives 
told the Common Council the revised 
proposal significantly reduces the scale, 
density and building height of proposed new 
buildings, expands senior housing, enhances 
historic preservation and maintains open 
space on the North Broadway frontage.

William Null, an attorney representing 
WP Development said his client is seeking 
Common Council approval to amend the 
Zoning Ordinance to create a new Planned 
Residential Development Zoning District 

and amend the Zoning Map classification 
from RM-1.5 to Planned Residential 
Development.

The revised plan is “trying to address 
multiple concerns” raised at previous 
meetings about the site, Null said. 

The alternative plan calls for 232 senior-
restricted independent living units with 
enhanced services and on-site staff, a 103-
unit assisted living facility, 28 two-story 
townhouses and 48 workforce apartments 
in one three-story building with most being 
studios or one bedrooms, and reducing the 
projected number of residents on the site 
from 1,085 to 610, a 44 percent decrease. 
Null said the plan is to have as much 
underground parking as possible. The 
assisted living and independent living would 
be in two connected buildings with a single 
operator for both. A clubhouse for residents 
would be constructed behind the existing 

convent formerly owned by the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion (RDC). 

The alternative plan reduces the number 
of proposed parking spaces to 450 from 
655. According to the developer, with fewer 
people being proposed to live on the property 
there would be fewer vehicle trips on and off 
the property than originally proposed. 

The new plan is proposing to reduce 
building heights to a maximum height of six 
stories or 85 feet. The original plan was for a 
maximum of 10 stories, 140 feet. According 
to the property owner, the first 700 feet of 
the site will have building heights at 45 feet 
or less.

The revised plan seeks to maintain 
several elements of the historic campus: 
the Chapel of the Divine Compassion, the 
Mapleton house at its present location and 
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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Push for Solar Power 
Proposed in White Plains

The Tigers head into divisionals 
(sectional qualifiers) this weekend 
where they will compete at Brewster 
High School on Saturday. Wrestling 
is slated to begin at 9 a.m. Pictured: 
Carlos Rivera has his hand raised after 
a victory at 120 pounds in a match at 
Lakeland/Panas last week. See page 
18 for more on last Thursday’s match. 

Tigers Look 
Ahead to 
Divisionals 
after Dual 
Meet Loss
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Scaled Down 52 N. Broadway Project Presented to White Plains Council
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A revised proposal for the development project 
sought for 63 N. Broadway was discussed at the 
Jan. 27 White Plains Common Council meeting.

White Plains Department of Public Works 
Commissioner Richard Hope at the Jan. 27 
Common Council work session.
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Scaled Down 52 N. Broadway Project Presented to White Plains Council

Push for Solar Power Proposed in White Plains
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the west wing of the convent that faces 
North Broadway, There are 13 acres of the 
site that have historic designations. The 
original proposal was to move the Mapleton 
house from the southern portion of the site 
to the northern portion of the property and 
for 10 story-buildings to be constructed at 
the rear of the property. 

The revised plan preserves the open 
space abutting North Broadway and the 
street view of the property. The public will 
have access to the roughly 2.3-acre front 
lawn, Null said.

The RM1.5 zoning of the property allows 
for one home per 1,500 square feet that 
would have permitted 467 three-story units 
in no taller than three-story buildings.

There would be no access from Ross 
Street, at the rear of the property, except for 
emergency vehicles.

According to the owners of the property, 
it has complied with State Department of 

Environmental Conservation requirements 
related to the landfill area. The proposed 
project will also comply with state regulators’ 
requirements to safely cap the landfill during 
construction, according to the landowner. 
There will be no activity in the landfill area 
without DEC approval, according to WP 
Development. The plan is for a permanent 
cap on the fill under a building.

Council President Nadine Hunt-Robinson 
said the workforce housing should be 
affordable for such individuals as a barista 
or a cafeteria worker at the Pace University 
Law School.

Councilman Justin Brasch responded 
to the fact all the proposed housing would 
be rental units. He said he wanted new 
developments in the city that included 
homes that could be purchased, not just 
rented. 

Brasch said he agreed with those 
neighboring residents who expressed 

concern about the impact of many new 
residents that would be generated in the area. 
Null said the assisted living residents would 
not drive and therefore not add traffic to the 
neighborhood. Brasch said trucks to bring food 
to the assisted living building and employees 
of the facility would be driving in the area.

Brash said he wanted a park and playground 
in the open space area in the front of the site 
open to residents of the neighborhood. Null 
said his client would work with the city for 
benches other amenities on the front open 
space. 

Councilman John Kirkpatrick said, “This 
is an application that I’ve always had my 
doubts about.”  Kirkpatrick said the developer 
was seeking to leave a portion of the illegal 
dumpsite as it is. The FEIS needs to provide a 
comparison on capping the site or removing it, 
Kirkpatrick said.

Null said the entire construction dumpsite 
would be capped, not just a portion.  The 

Common Council should be provided with the 
revised FEIS once it is completed, Kirkpatrick 
said.  

Though representatives of the landowner 
touted the revised proposal last week, 
that sentiment was not shared by Stewart 
Place resident Barbara Allen, who said 
the development was not consistent with 
the city’s Comprehensive Plan.  “And 
completely disregards the fact that thousands 
of people purchased homes in a residential 
neighborhood,” she said. “The developer’s 
plan satisfied the mayor’s desire to keep 
open space on North Broadway, only, but will 
still destroy the residential neighborhood 
and property values of the Stewart Ross 
neighborhood.”

“The developer’s presentation of what 
remains in the fill area is highly inaccurate and 
still subjects thousands of area residents to 
the contaminated fill by any disruption of the 
landfill on the property, Allen said. 

allows residents who enroll in the program 
to receive a credit on their bill every month.  
The program equates to a reduction of 
46,400 tons of carbon dioxide, which is 
equivalent to removing 8,900 passenger cars 
from the road.  

At Roach’s request, the Department of 
Public Works, in conjunction with NYPA, 
prepared a Request for Proposals for leasing 
municipal properties and solicited more than 
100 qualified developers. Eight competitive 

proposals were received and the DPW asked 
the Common Council to enter into a multi-
year agreement with Distributed Solar 
Projects LLC to establish the program in 
conjunction with Con Edison.

Department of Public Works 
Commissioner Richard Hope said at 
last week’s meeting Distributed Solar 
Projects looked at all potential city owned 
properties for solar and came up with the 
recommendation for eight sites.

“We’re proud of this initiative,” Hope said. 
“We think it’s a good deal for everybody.”

The facilities being proposed for the 
solar program are: a rooftop canopy at the 
Longview garage; a rooftop canopy at the 
Lyon Place garage; a roof mount on the 
sanitation building; a rooftop canopy at the 
Gillie parking lot; a ground mounted system 
on the landfill at the Gedney Way recycling 
center, which Hope said would be the largest 
proposed installation; a rooftop canopy at the 

Chester-Maple garage; a roof mount at the 
Ebersole ice rink roof and a rooftop canopy 
at the Shapham Place garage. 

The city is estimating it would receive 
$960,000 in annual revenue for 25 years. 
According to the city, funds generated by 
the program would be used to advance 
additional sustainability initiatives, facilities 
and infrastructure. 

continued on page 3
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The Essence of Community is 
Understanding the Needs of Others

By Neal Rentz

Westchester County is asking the White 
Plains Common Council for a Government 
Use Permit that would allow it to house 
homeless families when it has no more space 
to do so.

Mark Weingarten, an attorney representing 
the Mount Hope AME Zion Church, located 
at 65 Lake St., told the Common Council on 
Jan. 27 that Westchester County is seeking to 
lease the second floor of commercial property 
owned by the church for an emergency 
overnight overflow homeless shelter for 
families with children. The site would be 
used as shelter typically from 5 p.m. to 9 a.m., 
he said. There would be five rooms with no 
more than 16 persons at one time, he said.

“It does not adversely impact” the 
neighborhood, Weingarten said. “It promotes 
the mission of the church to help the needy.”

Councilwoman Jennifer Puja asked how 
often the county has an emergency in 
terms of not having enough beds for the 
homeless. Weingarten said he did not know 
how often that occurs, but emergency is 
defined by the county to mean they have 
no more space to house the homeless on a 

particular night. Weingarten said he would 
bring a representative from the county to a 
future Common Council meeting to answer 
members’ questions. 

Puja asked if an emergency was declared 
by the county due to lack of space for the 
homeless if there would be a preference for 
city residents to be temporarily housed at 
the church-owned property. The  Rev. Dr. 
Gregory Robeson Smith, the senior pastor 
of Mount Hope AME Zion Church, said the 
county has a process for dealing with an 
emergency. The county would be responsible 
for bringing the homeless to the facility, he 
said. 

Smith said the church would not run the 
shelter. The space being sought by the county 
is currently not being used by the church, he 
said. 

Councilman Justin Brasch thanked the 
church for helping the needy and said the 
city should be willing to help the homeless 
families as proposed by the county. 

Council President Nadine Hunt-Robinson 
said she also supported the emergency shelter 
proposal and asked for a representative from 
the county to come to the next Common 
Council meeting to answer questions. 

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO

The Rev. Dr. Gregory Smith, senior pastor of Mount Hope AME Zion Church, addressed the White Plains 
Common Council during the Jan. 27 work session. 

Push for Solar Power Proposed in White Plains
continued from page 2

If the project is approved by the Common 
Council the city expects the final completion 
date for all sites to be March 2021.  

Councilwoman Jennifer Puja asked if city 
employees would be working to install and 

work on the project. Hope said they would 
not. Puja asked if he program was approved 
could additional city properties could be 
leased. Hope said more properties could be 
added for solar in the future. 

Councilman Justin Brasch applauded the 
proposal and said he wanted the program to 
“be made as easy possible” for residents to 
participate in it. “We have the exact same 
goal as you,” Hope replied.
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One Water Street Mixed Use Development Proposal Discussed in White Plains

SMALL NEWS 
IS BIG NEWS

By Neal Rentz

A developer is seeking to construct a 
22-story mixed-use building at One Water 
St. in White Plains that would include 301 
apartments above four stories of parking 
and 1, 212 square feet of retail development, 
which would be a grab and go coffee shop. 

Representatives of One Water St. LLC, 
which would require site plan approval and a 
land swap with the city, discussed the project 
with the Common Council at a recent work 
session.

The developer is proposing a land swap of 
about 12,000 square feet. The proposal is to 
have 1 Water St. receive from the city land 

owned by the White Plains Urban Renewal 
Agency on N. Lexington Ave., located 
on the east side of the property, adjacent 
to the developer’s land. In exchange the 
developer would provide the city with land 
it could develop to the north of the proposed 
development of slightly more than 12,000 
square feet.

The apartment mix would be 59 studios, 
89 one-bedrooms, 92 two-bedrooms and 
eight three-bedrooms. 

There would 24 affordable units, which 
would be a mix of one, two and three 
bedroom apartments. Access to the 
parking and loading dock would be off N. 
Lexington Ave. The proposal includes 307  

parking spaces.
Mark Weingarten, an 

attorney representing the 
developer, told the Common 
Council last week, “There’s 
been a transformation in this 
area of the world,” regarding 
commercial properties in 
which corporate parks and 
other properties are vacant 
and being converted to other 
uses such as residential.

The project, which would 
be located near the White 
Plains Metro-North station, 
is in keeping with transit 

orientated development in White Plains, 
Weingarten said.

The project has received a positive 
recommendation from the Planning Board, 
which supports the site plan, Weingarten 
said. 

The Common Council did not ask any 
questions about the project last week. 

The proposal was slated to be back on 
the agenda for the Feb. 3 Common Council 
meeting.

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO

White Plains Department of Public Works Commissioner Richard 
Hope at the Jan. 27 Common Council work session.

HELP WANTED
General Manager 
(White Plains, NY)  

Oversee cell phone & eqpmt sales, dis-
tribution, mktg, contract mgmt & fin’l 
depts to ensure qlty compliance, cost 

effectiveness, & customer satisfaction. 
Increase fin’l & operational efficiency. 
Bachelor’s Deg in Info Technology, 
Electronic Engg. or Comp Engg. is 

req’d., 2 yrs exp. in the job offd. 40 hrs/
wk. Send resume to Muhammet Ali 
Tekke, President, Mat Ventures Inc., 

info@matventuresinc.com



February 4 - February 10, 2020 5www.TheExaminerNews.com

WP Planning Board Gives Nod to Leffell School Special Permit Request

New York Reps Ready to Fight Connecticut Toll Proposals
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How We Care For Our Children 
Defi nes Us… And Our Community.

By Pat Casey

Westchester County Executive George 
Latimer submitted testimony to the 
Connecticut State Legislature last week on 
the proposal for a truck toll on Interstate 684 
at the Greenwich-North Castle border. The 
hearing was set to take place on Jan. 31 
at the Connecticut Legislative Offices in 
Hartford.

Latimer said he understood the financial 
needs of the State of Connecticut that lead 
to the proposal for a series of new tolls 
in the state, but that charging a fee for 
trucks traveling on a 1.4-mile stretch of 
I-684, which enters and exits the extreme 
southwestern edge of Connecticut between 
Westchester County Airport and the 
Armonk exit, was not fair to New York 

businesses.
“Westchester County has always 

welcomed a partnership with our neighbors 
in Connecticut. We have worked cohesively 
on the issues that connect us – Westchester 
County Airport, the Long Island Sound and 
other border matters. We understand that 
Connecticut has a significant budget gap to 
close, and lingering infrastructure needs. 
But, while we are sympathetic to the need 
for revenue – those needs are not unique 
to the State of Connecticut,” Latimer said.

“The proposed toll site on the one-mile 
stretch of Interstate 684 in Greenwich is 
used primarily by New York traffic, both 
trucks and passenger cars, and a toll here 
to benefit the State of Connecticut would 
be an unfair taxation of those who do not 
have a voice. It would be the same as if we 

placed a toll on the Port Chester side of the 
Interstate 95 Bridge that crosses over the 
Byram River. Connecticut stands to gain an 
estimated $13 million dollars to rehabilitate 
that causeway – a tremendous enhancement 
to the state’s transportation needs – and 
an additional $5 million dollars per year in 
revenue for the Greenwich toll. But the tax 
would largely be on the backs of New York 
State truck drivers,” Latimer explained. 

“We don’t believe in retaliatory border 
tolls. We are all neighbors, and this will 
create an unhealthy relationship between 
the two states. The fear is that even with 
a toll on trucks only, avoidance traffic 
would follow on New York’s local roads, 
primarily Route 120 and Route 22. Drivers 
could exit the Interstate at Westchester 
County Airport and drive up Route 120 
to Route 22, to continue on their journey 
north. The congestion would clog one lane 
in each direction for those seeking to skip 
the toll, and some impact would result on 
Connecticut side roads as well. This will 
ultimately become a real quality-of-life 
issue for all those who live and work close 
by,” Latimer said. 

“Ultimately, this toll enables 
the enhancement of Connecticut’s 
infrastructure, by imposing a toll on New 
York’s commuters without justification. 
As Westchester officials, we are tasked 
to protect Westchester’s residents, and 
will continue to do so in the future as this 
proposal moves forward. We urge you 
to reconsider the proposal for a toll on 
Interstate 684, and forego that toll option.” 

Previously, State Sen. Peter Harckham 

(D-South Salem) threatened a toll war with 
Connecticut unless its governor rescinds 
the proposal for a toll on trucks. He said 
he would propose legislation that would 
put tolls on six state and county roads that 
cross the state line in his district. The six 
crossings would all be in the towns of Pound 
Ridge, Lewisboro and North Salem.

Harckham also said he would support 
placing a toll on the Hutchinson River 
Parkway just before it becomes the Merritt 
Parkway upon entering Connecticut.

Harckham’s proposed tolls would not hurt 
New York residents because there would be 
license plate readers that would charge out-
of-state drivers. That is what Connecticut 
has proposed for I-684, he said.

The battle was ignited last fall when 
Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont proposed a 
series of 14 new tolls on some of his state’s 
highways and parkways in order to pay for 
infrastructure improvements. One of those 
toll locations was on the 1.4-mile stretch 
of I-684. Originally, Lamont proposed the 
toll for all vehicles, but after getting a 
frosty response from his state’s legislators,  
he modified the I-684 proposal to include 
trucks only. 

By Pat Casey

During the Jan. 23 meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, members agreed 
to send a letter to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals stating their support for a Special 
Permit allowing the Leffell School (formerly 
Solomon Schecter Private Elementary 
School) to run summer camps at 148-302 
Rosedale Ave., White Plains.

A representative for the school explained 
it had been approached by numerous entities 
wanting to operate summer camps at the 
location. While no specific request was in 
place, the school is seeking the Special 

Permit to run summer camps in advance of 
further requests by outside entities, which 
would lease the space on weekdays during 
the summer vacation months when school is 
not in session.

Legal counsel explained the limited 
facilities of the school would only attract 
summer camps interested in using 
classroom space such as chess camps and 
STEM camps. Some outdoor activity would 
utilize the playground areas, but there would 
be no formal sports activities.

No physical changes have been proposed 
for the site.

On meeting with the Rosedale 

neighborhood association the night before 
the Planning Board meeting, the school 
was informed by neighboring residents that 
their primary concerns related to traffic. 
Specifically, residents said the existing 
transportation management plan used by the 
school was not being enforced.

That same plan would carry over to 
summer drop-off and pickup at the school 
and residents requested something be done 
about parents not sticking to the plan and 
driving on roads in the neighborhood.

Vehicle movement would include both 
buses and cars coming and going from the 
property.

Acknowledging the problem, school 
administrators are working on the problem 
and said they would come back with a 
compliance plan. They also decided to 
change the camp capacity from 500 campers 
to 100 campers, with the option to be able to 
up that number in the future.

Planning Board chairman John Ioris said 
the modified request was a “good idea.”

Board member Lynn Oliva recommended 
the school talk with the headmaster of the 
German School in White Plains, which 
had similar problems enforcing its traffic 
management plan, but had worked out 
compliance issues.
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By Martin Wilbur

The Democrats won’t be the only party 
that will hold a primary this June to find a 
candidate to replace the retiring Democratic 
Rep. Nita Lowey for the 17th Congressional 
District seat.

Yehudis Gottesfeld, a 24-year-
old chemical engineer from Ramapo, 
announced her candidacy last Wednesday 
touting her “common sense leadership.” 
If Gottesfeld gets on the ballot for the June 
23 Republican primary she would face Josh 
Eisen of Harrison. 

She said she’s entering the race because 
too many elected officials put their own 
interests ahead of the public good.

“I’ve been finding a lot of policy, a lot 
of good that they’re trying to do hasn’t 

been able to go through,” said Gottesfeld, 
who has worked for the New York City 
Department of Environmental Protection 
and has conducted research in different 
roles at Columbia University and City 
College. “A lot of politicians have their own 
interests and are not putting the people’s 
interests in mind.”

A fairer taxation system that encourages 
people to work, invest and save is one 
of Gottesfeld’s priorities. She said with 
Rockland and Westchester having some of 
the highest taxes in the nation, there needs 
to be support for smart trade policy that 
would benefit American workers.

Public safety is also high on Gottesfeld’s 
list. Living near the site of the Hanukkah 
stabbing in Monsey, she said that more 
emphasis needs to be placed on securing 

and protecting children.
Gottesfeld said she also wants to see the 

immigration process streamlined for new 
citizens while also strongly protecting the 
nation’s borders.

“We have all this security protecting 
things but we’re not protecting kids in 
school,” she said. “Kids are more valuable 
than money and I think we need to protect 
our children, we have to view our children 
as valuable.”

Gottesfeld said she doesn’t see the 
Democratic advantage in registration as 

a major impediment should she be the 
Republican nominee. She said that many 
residents of the 17th Congressional 
District are similar and have similar values 
regardless of party affiliation.

“There are a lot of local seats that are 
held by Republicans,” she said. “At the end 
of the day, it’s about the person and it’s 
about helping others.”

The winner of the Republican primary 
would face one of at least a dozen Democrats 
vying for that party’s nomination in the 
general election.SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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Eisen Relishes Chance to Take on Democrat, Succeed Lowey

Rockland Chemical Engineer to Bid for GOP Congressional Nomination

By Martin Wilbur 

Republican Josh Eisen of 
Harrison hopes to be the next 
representative in the 17th 
Congressional District.

Don’t tell Eisen that he doesn’t 
have a chance to capture the 
17th Congressional District seat 
this fall and succeed 16-term 
incumbent Nita Lowey.

Eisen, 48, a Harrison 
Republican, said he was prepared 
to take on Lowey even if she 
hadn’t announced her retirement 
in October because no one from 
the GOP challenged her in 2016 
and 2018 and also because of his 
concern that Democrats have 
veered too far to the left.

It’s a sentiment he believes 
many Democratic voters hold in 
Westchester and Rockland, and 
Eisen is banking on winning some 
of their support in November, 
against whomever his Democratic 
opponent may be.

“There are Democrats who 
believe in the good old-fashioned 
ideals of dignity and labor, that if 
one works, they should not have 
to go to the government for a 
handout,” said Eisen, who has 
one Republican committed to run 

against him in a primary, 24-year-
old Yehudis Gottesfeld, of Ramapo 
(see related story below). “They 
believe in choice in healthcare; 
they do not believe in Medicare 
for all. Many of them are union 
people who come from union 
backgrounds and no union person 
wants Medicare for all.

“I just think that the left wing 
of the Democratic Party betrayed 
a lot of those people who are 
registered as Democrats and 
I don’t think there’s a better 
example of that than the ones who 
live in Westchester and Rockland.”

Eisen, a businessman who 
has operated his own companies 
mainly in the background checks 
and language services fields, said 
he is also looking to improve the 
lives of all residents in the district.

One way to do that is to maintain 
private health insurance. He 
argued that as a business owner he 
has seen those expenses skyrocket 
since the Affordable Care Act was 
signed into law, mainly because 
insurance companies don’t like 
uncertainty.

Eisen argued that the private 
sector and the government should 
incentivize citizens who make 
healthy, responsible choices, such 

as eating well and exercising 
regularly.

“We need to focus on good 
living, healthy living and we need 
a nation of citizens who are in good 
health and take care of themselves, 
and it’s in the national interests to 
incentivize that living, especially 
for left-wingers who want to talk 
about Medicare for all,” said Eisen, 
who grew up in Queens, graduated 
from Queens College and has an 
MBA and a doctorate in religion 
from Columbia University.

Having been in the background 
checks business, Eisen is a 

proponent of universal checks 
for gun ownership. He said the 
process is archaic in many areas 
of the country and the proper use 
of technology could exponentially 
speed up that waiting period.

However, Eisen strenuously 
opposes attempts to takes guns 
away from law-abiding citizens. 
He said individual states have 
the latitude to make laws as their 
residents see fit, but as a child of 
Holocaust survivors, that is one of 
the first steps toward the loss of 
liberty.

“If people on the left don’t like 
the Second Amendment, they can 
try to put together a constitutional 
convention and we can open up all 
the amendments,” he said.

On immigration, Eisen said he 
believes that law-abiding people 
who have been in the United States 
for years and whose children and 
even grandchildren are citizens 
should be allowed to stay and 
no longer live in the shadows. 
The same is true for the roughly 
700,000 DACA recipients in the 
United States.

“A certain number of people just 
need to be legitimized because 
that’s the best, pragmatic thing 
to do and they’re paying taxes, 

they’re in the system, so it’s much 
better to go that step,” Eisen said.

He also believes that the 
law should be changed to allow 
those seeking asylum to do so 
on economic grounds since so 
many refugees flee impoverished 
nations.

Eisen called limiting the state 
and local income tax in the 2017 
tax bill “a money grab” on the part 
of states that take more federal 
dollars. He said he would fight to 
at least raise the threshold. Eisen 
also said the government should 
operate on a balanced budget 
rather than continuing deficit 
spending.

Eisen, who is currently the only 
officially declared Republican to be 
running in the race, criticized the 
impeachment process, blaming the 
Democrats for pressing forward 
with no bipartisan support. For 
his part, he called the Clinton 
impeachment in the late 1990s 
equally poor.

He declined to answer which 
Democrats he might like to oppose 
in November, preferring to focus 
on the task in front of him.

“I’m going to have to earn 
it,” Eisen said. “I’m going to put 
myself in the best position.”

Republican Josh Eisen of Harrison 
hopes to capture the 17th 
Congressional District.

Republican Yehudis Gottesfeld announced last week she will be vying for the party’s nomination in 
the June primary.
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Two Killed in Thursday Crash on I-287, Investigation Ongoing

DA Scarpino Wins County Democratic Endorsement, Rocah Continues On

Jones Enhances Progressive Credentials With Warren Endorsement

On Jan.30, just before 8:30 p.m., Troopers 
from SP Tarrytown received reports of a 
wrong-way driver near mile marker 7.2 
on Interstate 287. While Troopers were 
responding, a 2006 Jeep, operated by Jaime 
O. Paucar, age 50, of Amawalk, NY, was 
traveling westbound in the eastbound lane 
and struck a 2018 BMW 330CI, driven by 
Jordan H. Wachtell, 57, of Ardsley. 

The crash caused the Jeep to roll over and 
come to rest on the center median guide rail.

Watchtell was pronounced dead at the 
scene. Passenger Eric B. Goldberg, 17, of 
Ardsley, was pronounced dead while being 
transported to Westchester Medical Center. 
Two other

17-year-old passengers of the BMW, 
Preston J. Wachtell, of Ardsley and Jack H. 

Rosen, of White Plains, were both seriously 
injured and transported to Westchester 
Medical Center.

Paucar was the sole occupant of the Jeep 
and once extricated from the vehicle, was 
transported to Westchester Medical Center 
for non-life threatening injuries.

Troopers at the scene were assisted by 
Troop K CRU (Collision Reconstruction 

Unit) and BCI. 
Both eastbound lanes on I-287, between 

exits 9 and 9A in Harrison, were closed for 
nearly 5 ½ hours as State Police investigated 
the crash. Traffic was diverted off the 
Thruway at the Brewster exit until shortly 
before 2 a.m. on Friday.

The crash remains under investigation at 
this time.                                     –Pat Casey

By Martin Wilbur

Each one of the roughly dozen Democrats 
in the ever-expanding 17th Congressional 
District primary field have sought to 
differentiate themselves to the party’s 
voters.

Mondaire Jones, an attorney from 
Rockland County and the first candidate to 
announce his intention to run for the seat 
last summer, has sought to stake out the 
progressive lane in the wide-open campaign.

Last Wednesday, Jones was endorsed 
by Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
a development that will likely make some 
voters and his opponents sit up and take 
notice. 

“I think it’s a huge boost for the 
campaign,” said Jones, 32, currently a South 
Nyack resident. “I think it also reinforces 
what I and others on the ground, especially 
in Rockland County, have known from the 
beginning, which is I’m the only candidate 
in this race who has a clear path to victory 
because I can get support in both Rockland 
and Westchester counties.”

Jones’ early start to his campaign – July 
8 – came three months before 16-term Rep. 
Nita Lowey announced her retirement, 
which gave him a head start. Since then, 
Jones has been hard at work to build a 
campaign infrastructure on both sides of the 
Hudson River, including having established 

his headquarters in Sleepy Hollow.
After graduating from Harvard Law 

School, he worked for the New York City-
based law firm of Davis Polk, and then joined 
the Westchester County Law Department 
as a litigator. He also worked in the Justice 
Department in 2009 and 2010 in the Office 
of Legal Policy as a non-lawyer, helping to 

vet candidates for federal judgeships after 
earning his undergraduate degree from 
Stanford and before going to law school.

In her endorsement statement, Warren 
mentioned that Jones would be best 
equipped to major changes that would help 
the average person.

“Mondaire Jones knows that we’re in a 
fight to put power in the hands of working 
families,” Warren said. “With Mondaire 
in Congress, we’ll gain another chance to 
achieve the hard-fought wins that bring us 
closer to big, structural change and I’m glad 
to stand with him.”

Some of the changes Jones is advocating 
for include the Green New Deal, a wealth tax 
and a $15-an-hour federal minimum wage.

“We’ve really got to stand up and fight 
for the things we really care about as a 
party because these are the things that a 
vast majority of Americans understand, 
especially when they actually experience it,” 
Jones said.

Perhaps the biggest change he supports 
is a single-payer healthcare system, where 
the government through taxes ensures that 
everyone has essential healthcare. Jones 
said it would require a long battle, and he 
would back a public option to enhance the 
Affordable Care Act as an interim step.

Asked how he would pay for a single-payer 
system, Jones responded that he would fight 
to repeal the December 2017 federal tax 

legislation that has exploded the deficit and 
by instituting a wealth tax. He said 40 years 
ago the top marginal rate on income above 
$10 million a year was 70 percent; today it’s 
35 percent. While Jones does not want to 
see the top rate doubled, at least a modest 
increase would help fund healthcare.

Repealing the tax legislation would also 
put an end to the $10,000 limit on state and 
local income taxes, something that must be 
done to provide Westchester and Rockland 
taxpayers some relief, he said. 

Jones said having grown up poor in Section 
8 housing in Spring Valley and raised by a 
young single mother, many people, including 
many Republicans that he’s met, have 
admired his resilience even if they don’t 
agree with him on various policy issues. 

He would also be the first openly gay black 
member of Congress, if elected.

“Even if your candidate in the presidential 
(primaries) is Joe Biden, even if you tend to 
be moderate, you are drawn to my candidacy 
because even if you aren’t drawn to every 
single thing that I’m talking about from a 
policy standpoint, you recognize that no one 
else in the race comes close to having my 
story,” Jones said.

“You recognize that I’m someone who 
is sincere in my candidacy on behalf of 
everyone, not just the affluent, but the 
working class and the people who can’t work 
for whatever reason,” he added.

Mondaire Jones, one of at least a dozen declared 
Democratic candidates seeking the party’s 
nomination in the 17th Congressional District 
this year, received an endorsement last week 
from Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren.

By Pat Casey

At the Westchester Democratic Party 
convention Jan. 29, Democratic delegates 
across the county selected the incumbent 
District Attorney Anthony J. Scarpino, 
Jr., as the designated Democratic Party 
candidate in the primary election for 
County District Attorney on June 23.

Scarpino also received endorsements 
from local Democratic Committees in 
North Castle, Mt. Kisco, Rye Town, 
Somers, White Plains, Yonkers, and 
Yorktown. And picked up endorsements 
from Westchester democrats County Clerk 
Tim Idoni, State Sen. Shelley Mayer, and 
State Assemblywoman Amy Paulin. 

“It is a tremendous honor to receive the 
endorsement of the Westchester County 
Democratic Committee. I am grateful to 
Chairman Reggie Lafayette, his executive 
committee and all the Democratic 
District Leaders for participating in this 
critical process and for the faith they 
have placed in me to represent this 
party as the Democratic nominee for 
Westchester District Attorney,” Scarpino 
said. “I have spent my career serving 
Westchester as a Democrat because I 

believe in the higher calling of public 
service and have a progressive vision for 
the justice system. The District Attorney’s 
office is the front line of most of our 
County’s most pressing challenges such as 
violence, illegal guns, and substance abuse. 
But it’s also an opportunity to make a true 
impact on people’s lives, which is why I’ve 
been committed to policies like ending 
low level marijuana prosecutions, creating 
a School Safety Commission, fighting 
hate crimes and prioritizing treatment 

for people with substance abuse disorder 
instead of incarceration. But there is much 
more work to do to make our county safer 
and our justice system fairer. That’s why 
I’m running for re-election.”

Scarpino is being challenged in the June 
Democratic primary by Scarsdale resident 
and MSNBC commentator and former 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Mimi Rocah.

Rocah recently held a fundraiser in 
Scarsdale, reportedly attended by more 
than 250 people, raising more than 

$250,000. At that event, former U.S. 
Attorney Preet Bharara, Rocah’s former 
boss, gave his endorsement to Rocah.

Rocah served under Bharara for eight 
of the 16 years she was an assistant U.S. 
attorney. Bharara promoted Rocah several 
times within the office, culminating in her 
appointment to run the Westchester office 
of the Southern District of New York in 
White Plains.

Rocah has spoken out about the 
“criminal messages that are coming from 
Washington, and so I want to be a part now 
of what is happening on the local and state 
level pushing back against these policies of 
hate and this complete disrespect for the 
rule of law. And in Westchester County 
where we have sex trafficking and an 
opioid crisis — people dying from opioids 
every day — people are afraid to send their 
kids to school because of gun violence. 
These are the things that I can work on 
and also to help push back against the  
Trump administration, she said.”

I’m running for Westchester DA to be 
the proactive and effective DA our county 
needs to fight for the values, principles  
and issues that define us as Democrats,” 
Rocah said.

Westchester DA Anthony Scarpino, Jr. Mimi Rocah
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Editor-in-Chief

 We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best to 
print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy
 We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor. Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints.  Letters are subject to 
editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 
attacks. Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. Th e White 
Plains Examiner requires that all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address  and contact information. 

Pat Casey
pcasey@theexaminernews.com

Editor-In-Chief

Th e City of White Plains has released 
a Request For Proposals (RFP) for the 
White Plains Transit District. Th rough 
this RFP the City will solicit interest from 
qualifi ed parties in the re-development 
of three city-owned properties and one 
Urban Renewal Agency parcel totaling 
approximately 4.5 acres. Th e parcels 
are located along the easterly side of 
the White Plains Metro-North railroad 
station within what is known as the White 
Plains Transit District. 

Th is project represents a signifi cant 
re-development opportunity for the 
City. It also presents an opportunity 
to enhance pedestrian connections 
between the Transit District and adjacent 
neighborhoods, including Battle Hill, 
Fisher Hill and Ferris Avenue, as well 
as reinforce the existing Main Street 

connection to the downtown core. 
Th e RFP specifi es that all development 

concepts must be consistent with the six 
primary community-driven planning 
principles developed through the Transit 
District Strategic Plan process, including: 
Bike/Pedestrian Improvements, 
“Placemaking,” Open Space, Density, 
Economic Development, and Parking. 

In December 2016, the City released 
the White Plains Transit District Strategic 
Plan, which encompasses the area one-
third of a mile around the White Plains 
Metro-North Station. Th e district also 
includes the Westchester County Bee-Line 
TransCenter Bus Terminal, and multiple 
stops as well as the eastern terminus 
of the Lower Hudson Transit Link Bus 
Rapid Transit from Rockland County to 
White Plains. 

Th e fi nal Strategic Plan, background 
studies, presentations, and public 
comments are available for download at 
the White Plains Transit District website: 
www.wptransitdistrict.com. 

In June 2017 the City released a Request 
For Expressions of Interest (RFEI) for the 
Transit District. Th e responses received 
enabled the City to more fully develop 
its concept for the re-development of the 
Transit District. And, since 2017, over 
2,000 multi-family dwelling units have 
been approved within the district and 
Metro-North Railroad has commenced 
a $93 million train station enhancement 
project to be completed in 2020.   
   Th e RFP is available online at: cityof-
whiteplains.com/TransitDistrictStudy.
Th e deadline to submit proposals is 
Nov. 1, 2019.

Anthony Verano
Anthony “Zack” N. Verano, 89, of West 

Harrison, passed away June 4. 
He was born Oct. 15, 1929 in White 

Plains to Antonio and Mary Verano. 
Anthony served in the United States 

Navy from 1947-1951. He worked as an 
assembly line worker for General Motors 
for 42 years, and was a member of the 
VFW in West Harrison.

On Oct. 11, 1953 Anthony married the 
late Mildred Verano (nee Scatoloni) in 
White Plains.

Anthony is survived by his son Anthony 
(Marieanne) of Wappingers Falls, his 
two grandchildren Anthony P. (Ashley) 
Verano and Christa M. Verano (Michael), 
great granddaughter Kaylee M. Flynn and 
his sister Rafaela DeMarco. 

Besides his wife Mildred, Anthony 
was predeceased by his brothers Frank, 
John, and Salvatore Verano, and sisters 
Th eresa Chiaravalloti, Rosina Petagine, 
and Catherine Tirri.

Anthony was a loving husband, father, 
grandfather, great grandfather, brother, 
and uncle. He enjoyed reminiscing about 
his military past, and loved watching the 
Yankees.

In lieu of fl owers please make donations 
to a charity of your choice.

AngelaMarie Vieni
AngelaMarie Vieni of White Plains, 

passed away on June 3 at the age of 59. 
AngelaMarie was born on July 28,1959 in 
White Plains to Antonino and Dorothy 
(Franco) Vieni. 

AngelaMarie worked for many years as 
a Clerical Associate at the Maria Fareri 
Children's Hospital in Valhalla. She had 
since retired.

She is survived by her Father Antonino 
and her brother Frank Vieni of Myrtle 
Beach, S.C., and her sister Dorothy. 

She was predeceased by her mother 
Dorothy.

In Lieu of fl owers, if you would like 
to make a contribution in her memory, 
please make a donation to the Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital, 1 Woods Rd. 
Valhalla, NY 10595 or a charity of your 
choice. 

Th omas Parker Lewis
In loving memory of Th omas Parker 

Lewis, author and publisher, who passed 
from this life on June 2 in White Plains at 
age 82 aft er a long illness. 

His works include the young readers’ 
favorites Hill of Fire, Clipper Ship, Call 
for Mr. Sniff  and additional titles. 

Mr. Lewis attended Milton Academy 
(class of 1953), Princeton University, and 
Columbia University where he received 
his B.A. in American history. He also 
pursued graduate studies at Columbia, 
following the receipt of his Bachelor’s 
degree. 

He served from 1956 to 1959 in the U.S. 
Army 82nd Airborne Division. 

For 20 years he helped manage the 
Library Promotion Department at Harper 
& Row, publishers, later Harper Collins, 
aft er which he formed his own company, 
Pro Am Music Resources. Under that 
imprint he published books by George 
Jellinek, Raymond Leppard, and other 
musicians and music historians, as well as 
his own Music and Mythology. Mr. Lewis’s 
encyclopedic knowledge of all things 
related to classical music, philosophy 
and great literature was celebrated and 
cherished by his family and friends. His 
deep love and appreciation of life, the 
natural world and the beauty of the arts 
will be greatly missed. 

Mr. Lewis was devoted to supporting 
the well being of others, by championing 
their professional projects and being a 
dear friend. He created and maintained 
working professional and support groups 
for fellow authors and community 
members. Mr. Lewis also volunteered 
at the White Plains Hospital for several 

years, providing cheer and emotional 
comfort for patients in need. He was an 
unwavering friend and his loss will be felt 
greatly by those whose lives he touched. 

He is survived by his loving family: his 
children, Abigail Lewis Stovman, Peter 
Sloan Lewis, Emily Ivins Lewis Fucheck; 
three grandchildren, Maxwell and Sophia 
Fucheck and Brandon Stovman; his sister, 
Dianne Lewis Bonney; as well as his 
former wife of 20 years, Elizabeth Sloan 
Lewis, his sons-in-law David Fucheck 
and Blake Stovman, and daughter-in-law 
Julianna Schley. His partner of 30 years, 
Karen R. Baker, preceded his passing in 
the fall of 2017.

Donations in the name of Th omas P. 
Lewis may be sent to the Michael J. Fox 
Parkinson’s Research Foundation, or to 
the Visiting Nurse Association of Hudson 
Valley, 5 White Plains Road, Suite 300, 
Tarrytown, NY 10591-9908.

Ursula La Grande
Ursula V. La Grande, devoted mother 

and loving friend, of White Plains, was 
called home on June 2, aft er a sudden 
illness at the age of 88. 

Aff ectionately known as “Dee” by all 
who loved her, she was born on Sept. 28, 
1930 of the late Anne and Joseph Palumbo 
in Brooklyn. 

Her family moved to the Bronx, where 
Dee graduated from Evander Childs 
High School and embarked on a career 
in modeling. She subsequently worked 
for R. H. Donnelly until she met and 
married the late Charles T. La Grande Jr. 
and settled in the Dunwoodie section of 
Yonkers to begin a family. Dee became 
active in St. Ann’s Church and School, 
joining the St. Ann’s Women’s Club and 
P.T.A. She was also a founding member 
of the Dunwoodie Youth Association 
and served a term as president of the 
Association’s Woman’s Auxiliary Chapter. 

continued on next page

Important Message About 
Examiner Email Blast

Due to a technical glitch, many subscribers to our email 
blast have been unintentionally unsubscribed. We are asking 
all readers to resubscribe (or subscribe for the first time) to 
the FREE service. 

Visit this web page and provide just your name and 
email address to subscribe to ExamiBlast: https://www.
theexaminernews.com/examiner-media-eblast-sign-up/

After you signup, you’ll receive a separate email asking 
you to confirm your subscription. The entire process should 
take less than a minute.

Thank you for taking the time. We look forward to continuing 
to provide you with a rich supply of professionally reported 
local news, feature stories, columns and area sports updates.

Responding to questions from the 
public and media, the Westchester County 
Department of Health wants to reassure 
residents that there are no known cases of 
the novel coronavirus in Westchester and 
the risk to the general public remains low.

According to the Health Dept. there are 
seven types of coronaviruses. Most cause 
respiratory symptoms similar to the common 
cold, with mild to moderate illness, such as 
coronavirus 229 E, NL63, OC43, and HKU1. 
These four types of coronavirus are quite 
common and not worrisome. Only SARS, 
MERS and novel coronavirus frequently 
cause severe illness.

It is important to know that if there were 
a case, residents would hear about it from 
the County Health Department. Testing 
for this new type of coronavirus cannot be 

performed without the cooperation of both 
the County and State Department of Health, 
and both departments would be involved in 
notifying the public and limiting the spread 
of the illness.

With this new coronavirus now declared 
a public health emergency of international 
concern, it is understandable that residents 
may be wary. However, there is no reason 
for people without symptoms to stay home 
from work or school, or to cancel events.

As always, the best way to avoid viruses 
during cold and flu season is:

•Avoid exposure – Avoid close contact 
with people who are sick with fever and 
cough.

•Wash hands frequently with soap and 
warm water for at least 20 seconds. If soap 
and water are unavailable, use an alcohol-

based hand sanitizer that contains at least 
60% alcohol.

•Avoid touching your eyes, nose and 
mouth with unwashed hands

•Cover your cough or sneeze with a 
tissue, then throw the tissue away and wash 
your hands.

•If someone in your home is sick, clean 
and disinfect high-touch surfaces such as 
door knobs and faucet handles with a bleach 
solution. This is especially helpful during flu 
season, and any time.

•And of course, get a flu shot if you have 
not already done so.

•Stay home when you are ill to avoid 
exposing others.

For more information about novel 
coronavirus, go to www.westchestergov.com/
health.

By Neal Rentz

The agency seeking to create a group 
home in White Plains has declined to extend 
its lease in Mount Vernon and moved its 
residents to the new location.

A critic of the group home in White 
Plains said the Institute of Applied Human 
Dynamics (IAHD), had moved the 10 
residents from its Mt. Vernon home to the 
new 22 New York Ave. Group Home on  
Jan. 24.

White Plains resident Charles Phillips, at 
an August Common Council meeting, had 
expressed his criticisms of the executive 
director of Tarrytown-based IAHD, Stanley 
Silverstein. At the time, the agency was 
seeking to relocate its group home for 
between 10 and 14 developmentally 

disabled residents to the Prospect Park 
section of White Plains. Three years ago 
the White Plains  Common Council voted 
6-1 against the proposal following special 
meetings held on the proposal in February 
and March 2017.  

Phillips said there was controversy about 
the signing of a new lease by IAHD in 
Mount Vernon with the Jewish Child Care 
Association (JCCA), the owner of the Home 
at 165 Esplanade in Mt. Vernon. 

Phillips said, “IAHD claimed they were 
being evicted from the 165 Esplanade, 
Mount Vernon property that houses 10 
disabled residents in their care and JCCA 
stated that they were not evicting them 
and would have a new lease in place before 
the old one expired in December 2019. He 
added, IAHD received $1.7 million from 

state Medicaid funds “by claiming under 
oath that they were being evicted.”

Anna Gold, director of communications 
and marketing for the JCCA, confirmed the 
lease was not being extended by IAHD. She 
replied to the comments from Phillips.

“We’re proud that disabled adults have 
had a place to live in dignity for more than 
30 years on our property in Mount Vernon, 
which we have planned to make available 
for that purpose for many years to come. 
JCCA and IAHD had been engaged in good 
faith negotiations for the past few months 
to finalize a new lease for the current year,” 
Gold said. “We had agreed on terms, but 
were informed by IAHD last month that 
they did not intend to sign a new lease.  
We were not given a specific reason as  
to why.”
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By Neal Rentz

As befitting its name, Hastings Tea and 
Coffee is popular for its many tea and coffee 
offerings.

While the business will continue to 
provide tea and coffee, a new feature is being 
added this month – wine and beer served in 
a laidback setting.

Hastings Tea and Coffee co-owner Joan 
Jia, who resides in Hastings, explained the 
name of her business last week “The whole 
idea and concept started from Hastings,” 
Jia said. “I love the Village of Hastings. We 
named the store after Hastings.”

The business, which opened in 2013, 
is located in White Plains because “it’s 
definitely a much more vibrant city compared 
to Hastings,” Jia said. The Main Street 
location is the “perfect site,” close to many 
residential areas, a block from City Hall and 
across from the City Center, she said, adding 
that Mayor Tom Roach is a regular customer.

Jia, who is a tea drinker herself, said 
the concept of her business is a teahouse. 
“That’s my passion,” she said. There are 
few teahouses in Westchester and the idea 
was for a teahouse where the public has the 
option to take their tea to go, she said. Jia 
said she sought to bring the tea culture to 
the county.

A wide variety of teas are available 
including black, green, Oolong and herbal. 
“Everything is organic and natural,” Jia said, 

adding only loose-leaf teas are offered. “We 
insure the quality of the tea,” she said. Jia 
said she has chosen teas from 30 vendors.

The business also offers a full coffee 
menu. “I think it’s fantastic,” Jia said. “It’s 
a little bit different than Starbuck’s coffee.” 

The coffee is roasted locally and less bitter 
than Starbuck’s, she said. Light, medium and 
dark roast, decaf and the very popular cold 
blew coffees are available, she said. 

Food choices at Hasting Tea include 
sandwiches, wraps and a variety of baked 

goods including scones, croissants (the top 
seller), apple turnovers and monkey bread 
prepared at a variety of prestigious New 
York City bakeries, Jia said. Most food, which 
includes some vegan and gluten free bakery 
options, is delivered from New York City to 
her business at 5 a.m. every day, Jia noted. 

The new feature that began on Feb. 1 is 
the serving of wines and beers. Jia said there 
are extended hours on Thursdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays, with the normal closing time 
moved from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. Jia said her 
shop will have a “cozy wine bar feeling” on 
the extended nights with the lights turned 
down and the encouragement of quiet chats 
in contrast to a typical bar atmosphere.

The wines include five reds, four whites, 
one sake, one sparkling wine and tea infused 
wines that her business has created, Jia said. 
Hastings Tea is working with craft beer 
makers to come up with tea infused beer, she 
said. Jia said she was introduced to tea wine 
and tea beer at a trade show in New York 
City several years ago.

There are benefits to tea infused wines 
and beers, Jia said. They have unique flavors, 
smells and colors, she said. “To me it’s really 
very attractive. You actually get the benefits 
of the tea,” she said. “Every tea has a lot of 
health benefits.” 

Hastings Tea and Coffee is located 
at 235 Main St. in White Plains. For more 
information call 914-428-1000 or visit 
hastingstea.com.
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Olinda Augusta 
Harding

Olinda Augusta (Correia) Harding died on 
Jan. 28 in her White Plains home, peacefully 
in her sleep while surrounded by her adoring 
family, after a decades-long battle with breast 
cancer. She was 77.

Olinda was born on Sept. 15, 1942 in Mós, 

a small village in northern Portugal, to her 
loving parents, Antonio Joaquim Correia and 
Adelia de Jesus Correia, and older brother, 
Luis Joaquim. When she was a girl, Olinda 
and her family moved to the city of Porto, 
Portugal, where her mother washed laundry 
at a local seminary and her father worked in 
a metalworking factory. As a young teenager, 
Olinda worked during the day at a store 

selling raincoats and then went to school at 
night. As she walked Porto’s cobblestone 
streets, she dreamt of coming to America 
and often stopped to pray in the Church of 
Carmo for the Lord’s help in getting here.

At that time, Portugal was under the 
authoritarian rule of Salazar, and it was 
difficult to obtain a visa to leave the 
country. Even so, Olinda was determined. 
Although she loved Portugal and her family 
very much, she knew that she would have 
more opportunities in America—and, 
most importantly, a way to provide for her 
family back home. Eventually, with the 
assistance of her parish priest who lobbied 
the government on her behalf, she obtained 
a coveted visa.

In 1961, at the age of 19, Olinda moved 
to Eastbourne, England. There, she 
worked in a boarding school and then as a 
housekeeper in the Grand Hotel. After five 
years in England—during which time she 
became fluent in English—she was ready 
for America. In 1966, she joined the family 
of Wellington and Ann Mara, owners of the 
New York Football Giants, as a live-in nanny 
for their (at the time) nine children in their 
White Plains home. She adored the Maras, 
and credits their love and encouragement 
as to why she stayed in the U.S. rather than 
succumbing to her homesickness. 

In her late 20’s, she got a job with the New 
York Telephone Company (now Verizon), 
and worked her way up to a management 
position in the payroll department. After 
retiring from the telephone company with 
30 years of service, she became a nanny 
once again—taking care of Diana and Jeremy 

Costin, the children of Dr. Daniel and Sandra 
Costin, whom she loved as her own—before 
settling into full-time retirement.

The great love of Olinda’s life was James 
Harding, her “sweetheart,” whom she met 
while he was a patrolman with the White 
Plains Police Department and she was 
working for the phone company. Olinda 
would ride the bus to work, and would often 
drive by James as he was directing traffic. 
The two would flirt with each other through 
the bus window, and eventually met through 
mutual friends. They dated for only three 
months, and were married on April 27, 1974 
at St. John the Evangelist Church in White 
Plains. Together they have one daughter, 
Christine, and a son, Kevin, who were 
blessed to be Olinda’s primary caregivers 
as she gracefully and courageously battled 
her illness during the final weeks of her 
life. Olinda was a loving and caring VoVo 
(Portuguese for grandma) to her four 
grandchildren, Matthew, Robert, James, and 
Sean.

Olinda attended Catholic mass on a 
near-daily basis. Whenever she traveled 
to Portugal, Olinda would visit the shine 
of Fatima—often carrying the intentions 
of friends and family back home—and she 
always kept a candle burning before a small 
statue of Our Lady of Fatima in her home. 

Olinda loved spending time with dear 
friends, Portuguese food, collecting beautiful 
mementos and treasures for her home, all 
babies everywhere, dancing in her kitchen, 
and watching Judge Judy.

Olinda is survived by her husband of 45 
years, James, her two children and their 
spouses the Honorable Christine (Harding) 
Mayle and Andy Mayle of Perrysburg, Ohio, 
and Kevin and Lisa (Fiore) Harding of White 
Plains, her grandchildren Matthew, Robert, 
and Sean Mayle and James Harding, and her 
brother Luis and nieces Paula, Cristina, and 
Monica of Porto, Portugal.

Olinda’s family will be present on Tuesday, 
Feb. 4, from 4 to 8 p.m. at McMahon, Lyon 
& Hartnett Funeral Home, 491 Mamaroneck 
Avenue, White Plains. A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be said on Wednesday, Feb. 5 at 
10 a.m. at Our Lady of Sorrows Church, 
920 Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains, 
followed by a procession to Gates of Heaven 
Cemetery, 10 West Stevens Avenue, 
Hawthorne.

Marie T. Cunningham

Marie T. Cunningham, a longtime 
Crestwood and Hartsdale resident, died Jan. 
27 at the age of 88. 

She was born July 13, 1931 in the Bronx to 
the late Michael and Mary Egan.

On May 28, 1960, Marie married Thomas 
P. Cunningham at St. Francis Xavier Church 
in the Bronx.

Marie worked as a Paraprofessional for 
the New York City Department of Education, 
working with children with Special needs. 
She loved Irish Music and especially 
spending time with her family and friends.

She is survived by her children Thomas 
J. Cunningham, Michael G. Cunningham and 
his wife Catherine Woods and MaryEllen 
Cunningham, her grandchildren Tom and 
Emma. Also surviving are her siblings; 
Michael Egan and his wife Jane, Tom Egan 
and his wife Ginger and Eileen DiNiscia. 
Marie is also survived by her beloved Pug, 
Winston.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations 
to the Hebrew Home of Riverdale, 5901 
Palisade Ave, The Bronx, NY 10471.

Rudolph A. Cherico
Rudolph A. Cherico, 90, passed away Jan. 

25. 
He was born Nov. 16, 1929 in White Plains 

to Frank V. and Mary DiBiasi Cherico. 
He served in the US Army from 1954-

1956, was a member of the Fraternity 
ATO, and loved to travel. For over 25 years 
Rudolph worked for IBM in the Human 
Resources- Benefits department.

On Feb. 27, 1959 Rudolph married 
Margaret Croake Cherico at St. Bernard’s 
Church in White Plains.

A supportive, loving, father and friend, 
Rudolph is survived by three children 
Thomas Cherico of Dallas, TX, Paul 
(Christine) Cherico of Ridgefield, CT, and 
Elizabeth (Thomas) Underkoffler of Somers; 
nine grandchildren Meghan, Patrick, Kaela, 
Rylan, Benjamin, Miles, Declan, William 
and Andrew; and three great grandchildren 
Dylan, Liam and Kassidy.

In lieu of flowers donation to Caring 
Hospice caringhospice.com

Across
1. Recurring themes
7. Vacation location
10. Bogged down
11. Soft protection
12. Under debate
14. Japanese statesman
15. C.P.R. expert
16. Capitol V.I.P. (abbr.)
17. Baptismal sponsor
20. Sometimes patented
22. Cereal with a captain
23. Study furnishings

27. “___ be my pleasure”
28. Undivided
29. Grasp the concept
30. Mt. Kisco restaurant   
with a “Churchillian” 
name,_____
35. 1997 U.S. Open 

winner 36. Whopper toppers
37. Like a fox
38. Taper

Down
1. “Mamma __”, by Abba

2. Toronto’s prov.
3. Mai ___  
cocktail
4. Collection 
agcy.
5. “Joined 
together” or 
Jefferson Valley 
health club, ____ 
Fitness
6. Dumbfound
7. Rose family 
shrubs
8. Protect an 
idea
9. Takes up
13. O’Hare stat
17. Science of 
earth 
measurement 
18. Wine cask 
material
19. Unnamed   
litigant
20. Stork-like 
birds

21. “Really?!”
24. Holy ____!
25. Negatively 
charged atom
26. Medicinal yellow-
flowered plant 
31. Elton John, e.g.
32. Pile of rocks
33. John Lennon’s wife
34. Australian state, abbr.
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Teatown to Celebrate EagleFest Saturday at Croton Point Park
Teatown Hudson River EagleFest, the 

annual festival celebrating the bald eagle’s 
winter migration to the Hudson River, will 
soar once again on Saturday, Feb. 8 at Croton 
Point Park.

This year’s celebration features expanded 
programming including presentations by the 
youngest falconer in Connecticut, Christine 
Peyreigne, and award-winning filmmaker 
Jon Bowermaster. Additionally, longtime 
favorites of the event, including bird experts 
Bill Streeter, Brian Robinson and Brian 
Bradley, will make special presentations of 
their own. 

“EagleFest stands out as a community 
event because it is fun, inspiring and brings 
people of all ages together to share a very 
uplifting story – the comeback of the bald 
eagle from the brink of extinction,” said 
Teatown’s Executive Director Kevin 
Carter. “The event’s collaborative spirit 
comes from an outpouring of positive 
energy and the participation of nonprofit 
organizations, families, businesses, schools 
and government.”

Each year, thousands flock to Croton 
Point Park to see live bird-of-prey shows and 
demonstrations, and especially to see wild 
bald eagles and other birds of prey thriving in 
their natural habitat along the Hudson River. 
Bald eagles have rebounded as a result of 
federal and state protections and can now be 
seen nesting and hunting along the river.

The region’s foremost raptor and 
environmental experts will lead 
demonstrations and other nature-related 
workshops and presentations to guests of all 
ages. 

This year’s featured presenters include: 
Christine Peyreigne: Peyreigne became 

a falconer and started hunting with her red-
tailed hawk, Theron, when she was just 16 
years old. She will be joined by her bald 
eagle, Aurora, among other raptors.

Bobby Horvath: A licensed wildlife 
rehabilitator and active-duty FDNY 
firefighter, Horvath will present at EagleFest 
for the first time with his bald eagle, 
Montana, as well as other raptors.

Bill Streeter: Director of the Delaware 
Raptor Center who has over 30 years of 
experience as a raptor rehabilitator, falconer 
and educator. Streeter will be joined by his 
bald eagle, Benson, and other birds of prey.

Brian Robinson: A master falconer who 
has been providing wildlife education 
programs for over 25 years. His programs 
focus on the resiliency of birds of prey and 

other wildlife across New York State, with an 
emphasis on the Hudson Valley.

Brian Bradley: A falconer since 1984, 
Bradley now does educational programming 
all over the Northeast with his hawks, 
falcons and owls. His program, “Skyhunters 
in Flight,” features live flight demonstrations 
with his birds of prey.

Jon Bowermaster: Bowermaster is a 
writer, filmmaker, adventurer and a six-
time grantee of the National Geographic 
Expeditions Council and will join the 
EagleFest lineup this year to show exclusive 
clips from his new film series “Hope on the 
Hudson.”

Guests will be able to enjoy selections 
from a variety of food trucks outside the 
main tent and are encouraged to dress for the 
weather. Food trucks and some educational 
activities, including wild eagle spotting and 
bird walks, are outdoors.

Teatown has also set an impressive goal 
for the 2020 EagleFest: to only produce 
one bag of trash. Teatown’s Community 
Environmentalist, Nadya Hall, is leading 
this effort by working with vendors and the 
Parks Department. 

“Festivals are notorious for producing 
obscene amounts of trash,” Hall said. “As 
we reflect on our own responsibility as 

environmental stewards, we are excited 
to rise to the challenge and tackle this 
ambitious goal with the help of our extended 
family of community volunteers.”

Teatown is also bringing back EagleFest 
bus tours. Travel by charter bus with a 
Teatown educator for an in-depth view of 
eagles in their habitat. Tours stop at the 
New Croton Dam, Verplanck Steamboat 

Riverfront Park and George’s Island Park in 
Montrose. Stops may change due to weather. 
Tour times are 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 
to 3:30 p.m. Bus tours are intended for 
guests 12 years old and up. Tickets are $35 
per person and do not include admission to 
Eagle Headquarters. To sign up for the bus 
tours, call 914-762-2912 ext. 110.

EagleFest 2020 will be held at Croton 
Point Park, located at 1 Croton Point Ave. 
in Croton-on-Hudson from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Pre-sale tickets are $22 for adults, $13 for 
children (6 to 11 years old) and free for 
children five and under. Tickets sold at the 
venue on the day of the event are $25 for 
adults, $15 for children (6 to 11 years old) 
and free for children five and under. The 
snow date is Sunday, February 9.

For more information or to purchase 
tickets, visit teatown.org/eaglefest.

Christine Peyreigne, the youngest falconer in the state of Connecticut, will be joining the EagleFest 
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Police Blotter
Greenburgh Police Department

Automobile Accident. On December 8 
at about midnight, officers responded to 
a motor vehicle accident in the vicinity 
of Rockledge Avenue in Hartsdale. A 
resident of the neighborhood told police 
he heard a vehicle speed up the street then 
a loud crash. The witness then exited his 
apartment to see two men standing in the 
street where the accident occurred. When 
they were approached the men fled, but 
were apprehended down the street from 
the accident scene. One was combative, 
uncooperative and heavily intoxicated 
and was placed into handcuffs for officer 
safety and detained. A canvass and an 
additional investigation were conducted to 
attempt to locate the driver of the vehicle 
that struck two parked cars. The detainee 
continued to be highly uncooperative and 
hostile and later admitted to a paramedic 
on scene to having more than 10 drinks 
in a few hours. This party was later 
transported to White Plains Hospital 
complaining of minor injuries from the 
accident. 

Suspicious Incident. On December 8 at 
about 3:30 a.m. a resident on Old Kensico 
Road reported to police that through his 
window on the second floor, he observed 
a male going through his vehicle located 
on the driveway and two other males 

with hoodies standing by as lookouts. 
When the witness went to seek a phone 
to dial 911, the three males were gone. 
Responding units located three males just 
north on Old Kensico and Old Tarrytown 
Rd. wearing hoodies. Two were carrying 
book bags. All suspects reported that the 
reason they were in the area was because 
they were looking for a back street to get 
to Burger King in Elmsford. The two males 
with book bags only had personal items in 
their possession. There was no camera on 
the premises where the incident occurred 
and the witness did not report anything 
missing. He was also unable to identify the 
suspects as those he saw on his property. 
All suspects were released on scene and 
given directions back to Tarrytown Rd. 
Police canvassed surrounding vehicles 
and found all to be apparently normal.

Stolen Automobile. On the afternoon 
of December 8, a White Plains resident 
informed the Greenburgh Police 
Department that his car was stolen. The 
alleged victim said that a week earlier he 
had lent the car to a friend but needed it 
back within two days. He had not heard 
from that friend since. An inquiry found 
that a vehicle with the same New York 
plate number had been reported stolen out 
of New Rochelle on September 14, 2014 
and that the plates had also come back as 

stolen. Greenburgh Police contacted the 
New Rochelle Police Department. It was 
discovered that the vehicle identification 
number matched two stolen plates. The 
investigation is ongoing.

Identity Theft. On December 8 a 
Greenburgh resident walked into police 
headquarters to report that a month 
earlier on November 5 his Visa credit card 
was charged 15 times totaling $1800 at 
several different McDonalds locations in 
the Albany area. The victim said he had 
not made any of those charges and that he 
had no idea who did. The victim wished 
to make this report for documentation 
purposes and further told police that he 
had cancelled his credit card.

Grand Larceny. On December 8, 
a Mr. Frank told police that two days 
earlier, Saturday, Dec. 6 at about 10 p.m. 
he had parked his car at the Greenburgh 
Multiplex Theater in a parking spot on 
the northern side of the building. When 
he returned, he noticed his briefcase 
missing from the interior. The victim also 
reported that he left his car unlocked. 
The briefcase was located in between the 
driver and passenger seats and contained 
a Mac Laptop, prescription medication 
(Oxycontin) and various miscellaneous 
papers. There are no suspects at this time. 

The victim requested a police report on 
this incident. Police responded to the 
Greenburgh Multiplex Theater to attempt 
to obtain surveillance footage of the 
incident.

Driving Without License. At about 
2:45 a.m. on December 9, police observed 
a car traveling at high speed on Hartsdale 
Road, White Plains. After pulling the car 
over, an officer approached the vehicle 
and observed that the driver was the sole 
occupant of the vehicle. He produced 
an authentic NYS non-driver ID Card, 
identified himself and apologized for 
traveling at a high rate of speed, indicating 
that he was not used to driving his 
girlfriend’s car. An NCIC and E-Justice 
inquiry of the license revealed that the 
driver had a revoked license with a total of 
two open scoffs on two separate dates. The 
driver was issued a ticket for disobeying 
a traffic control device and a ticket for 
aggravated unlicensed operation in the 
3rd degree. He was released on the scene.

 advertise in  
The white Plains 

examiner   
914-864-0878 
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Pairing Oscar Best Picture Nominations With a Wine Selection

When the Right Color Can Mean More Money When Selling

By Nick Antonaccio

The 92nd Academy 
Awards show airs 
this Sunday. This 
is my 12th year of 
presenting the Best 
Picture nominees and 
creating hypothetical 
pairings of wine with 
the top contenders. 

Due to the space 
constraints of this column, I’ve distilled my 
list to five of the nine nominees. 

The Irishman: Another mob thriller 
from Martin Scorsese. Except this time, it’s 
not so much a thriller as it is a cinematic 
tribute to actors from his older, more vibrant 
movies. A small-time hitman ascends the 
ranks of the 1950s mob, making friends and 
enemies along the way. We find him at the 
end of his life, remorseful over the lack of 
love and support of his family.  

So too with the Zinfandel grape. It has 
evolved from a puzzling grape of uncertain 
origin to ascendency in the American market 
and then into relative obscurity. It can be 
elusive in the hands of one winemaker and 
compliant in another’s. Its best expressions 
are each unique and complex, yet mysterious 
and puzzling. 

1917: Toward the end of World War I, the 
German army has mustered a final push in 
a desperate attempt to defeat the Allies. 
Two British soldiers are ordered to deliver 

a message deep in enemy territory that will 
rescue 1,600 men, including the brother of 
one of the soldiers. 

The film’s plot and technique are 
captivating and draw you directly into 
the action on the battlefield. But the 
groundbreaking slant on 
modern cinematography, as 
enthralling as it may be, is 
not enough to create a deep 
essence and gravitas to the 
movie. 

The Aglianico wines of 
southern Italy are a prime 
example of this multifaceted 
theme. Grounded in the 
indigenous character of 
centuries of national culture and politics, 
they have evolved to a higher ground. 
Through dogged commitment and rugged 
perseverance, this humble wine is taking on 
an aura of its own.

Once Upon a Time... in Hollywood: 
Quentin Tarantino at his (almost) best. 
Using numerous references to the glory 
days of Hollywood in the 1960s, he uses 
every cinematic device to tell several 
storylines simultaneously, packing punch 
in every minute of the film. A roster of the 
darlings of today’s Hollywood stars keeps 
our attention throughout. Sound somewhat 
contradictory and self-effacing? Yes. Does 
he succeed in reeling us in and then throw a 

surprise twist at the end? Yes again.    
So too California red wine blends. 

Americans rave about them but their essence 
is often devoid of intrinsic character. Fans 
of their underlying components, typically 
Zinfandel, Syrah or Cabernet Sauvignon, 

can’t seem to find a common 
ground that creates a cogent 
backdrop to a consistent 
presentation. Yet they 
remain wildly popular.

Little Women: How can 
we not appreciate another 
version of Louisa May 
Alcott’s book? The movie 
flows effortlessly through 
the lives of Jo March and 

her four sisters. I particularly enjoyed the 
dance imagery in several of the key scenes. I 
compare this to a French Burgundy, in which 
the fluidity of the individual components 
adds a unique element to the underlying 
wine or character. Each sip engages the 
viewer/consumer in the history of the 
actors/winemakers as they grow and evolve 
in complexity and sophistication.

Joker: Wow, is this a psychological thriller 
or a psychiatric thriller? While the movie 
setting is a comic book Gotham City, the 
action is singularly focused on an anti-comic 
book character. Arthur Fleck is a conflicted 
and disturbed comedian who takes on and 
hides behind the persona of a for-hire clown. 

As he devolves into a world of self-doubt and 
demonic actualization, we are drawn in by 
the superb acting of Joaquin Phoenix in the 
title role. Beware of the conflicting meaning 
of the phrase “put on a happy face.”

Which wine can we experience multiple 
times, and on each occasion find we are 
conflicted by its change in character? The 
answer: German Rieslings. Although having 
similar DNA, each is unique unto itself. Each 
is influenced by its surroundings and can be 
simple or sophisticated, revealing nuances 
we haven’t previously experienced.

Which movie will win the coveted Oscar? 
Sit back on Sunday night with your favorite 
wine in hand and enjoy the festivities.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 25 years he has 
conducted wine tastings and lectures. Nick is 
a member of the Wine Media Guild of wine 
writers. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Benjamin Moore has just announced its 
color of the year: First Light, a delicate pink. 

I don’t think my wife and I have ever 
painted any of our rooms a delicate pink, 
although I had always thought about it since 
that time we discovered a beautiful pale pink 
room in Historic Deerfield that we were 
told, as I recall, was fashioned with paint 
created with brick dust.  Better brick dust 
than the red paint we discovered on the back 
of a closet door in our 18th century home 
that we were told was created with ox blood 
mixed with milk.  

Just last week, my wife looked up from 
the lifestyles section of the newspaper and 
said, “Did you know that green is the most 
soothing color to paint a room? It’s been a 
long time since we’ve had a green room.” 

As it happens, we live in a beautiful two-
bedroom (and den) condo where every wall 
is painted off-white. I was fine with that, 
convinced that uniformity of color in all 
rooms tends to extend the feeling of space. 
Then suddenly I was thrown into doubt 
when my longtime painter, Joe Pascarelli, 
visited us and declared, “This place needs 
some color!”  

I disagreed at first. Just as all the 
apartments I ever rented in New York City 
that were invariably painted an off-white, 
my current living environment was offered 
only in that color, and I had intended to 
keep it that way. This one-color approach 
works for us in that, besides expanding the 
space, it serves as a suitable backdrop for all 
the paintings and prints assembled from a 
lifetime of collecting.

But earlier in the month, a study 
about color from Zillow blew me away. It 
demonstrated how a fresh coat of paint in the 
right color – inside or out – may help sell a 

home for more money. 
I’m not planning to sell 

soon, but I took immediate 
notice for information that I 
could relay to seller clients. 
According to the analysis, 
homes with walls painted in 
shades of blue or light gray 
may sell for as much as a 
$5,400 premium. 

While as a realtor, I’ve 
always been instructed 
to advise seller clients to 
neutralize colors as much 
as possible. Now I’m not so 
sure. For instance, homes 
with bathrooms painted in 
hues of powder blue or light 
periwinkle sold for $5,440 
more than expected, the 
highest sales premium of all 
colors analyzed. 

Zillow’s analysis looked 
at more than 32,000 photos 
from sold homes around the 
country to see how certain paint colors 
impacted their sale price on average, when 
compared to similar homes with white walls. 
Walls painted in other cool, natural tones like 
pale gray or oatmeal also appeared in top-
performing listings.

A home’s exterior color may also have an 
impact on its sale price. Homes painted in 
“greige,” a mix of light gray and beige, sold 
for $3,496 more than similar homes painted 
in a medium brown or with tan stucco. For a 
pop of color, homes with front doors painted 
in shades of dark navy blue to slate gray sold 
for $1,514 more. 

Some colors may actually deter buyers. 
Homes with darker, more style-specific 

walls like terracotta dining 
rooms sold for $2,031 less 
than expected. However, a 
lack of color may have the 
biggest negative impact as 
homes with white bathrooms 
sold for an average of $4,035 
below similar homes.

In the Zillow article, the 
service’s chief economist, 
said, “Color can be a powerful 
tool for attracting buyers to 
a home, especially in listing 
photos and videos. Painting 
walls in fresh, natural-looking 
colors, particularly in shades 
of blue and pale gray, not only 
make a home feel larger, but 
also are neutral enough to 
help future buyers envision 
themselves living in the 
space. Incorporating light blue 
in kitchens and bathrooms 
may pay off especially well as 
the color complements white 

countertops and cabinets, a growing trend in 
both rooms.”

For some years, I have been aware that 
blue is America’s favorite color. When I 
placed my home on the market, I painted 
all the walls off-white, but all the woodwork 
and cabinetry a soft tone of grey-blue. It 
made a statement, yet was not so specific to 
shortstop the attraction of a buyer.

I feel particularly proud of the advice I gave 
in the sale of an historic home where each 
room was painted a distinct and intensive 
color.  After lingering on the market for 
almost six months, I convinced the sellers to 
withdraw the listing for three weeks while 
the interior was repainted in pale appealing 

colors. When relisted, the home received 
two solid offers in less than a month.  

Selecting the right paint color is one of 
many factors that may affect why a home 
sells faster or for more money. Walls painted 
in cool neutrals have broad appeal and also 
project the message that the home is well 
cared for and has other desirable features. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and founder 
of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., the longest 
running public relations agency in Westchester 
(www.PrimaveraPR.com), specializing in 
lifestyles, real estate and development. His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com. 
To engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.
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Valentine’s Day – Romancing Over Food and Wine 

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

By Morris Gut

Amore! The coupling 
of good food and wine 
with the sensual is the 
aphrodisiac of literature 
and verse through 
the ages. Pucker up. 
Valentine’s Day is 
Friday, Feb. 14. Warm 
things up a bit, make 
a whole weekend out 
of it. Restaurants and 

nightspots all over Westchester are gearing 
up to serve some of their most titillating 
specialties. Here is an eclectic round up 
of delectable dishes and dining venues for 
you and your loved one and don’t forget to 
reserve early.

A Colorful Take on Surf & Turf 
at Sea Flame, Scarsdale 

Restaurateur Tim Demaj has opened Sea 
Flame Restaurant in Scarsdale in the Vernon 
Hills Shops along White Plains Road across 
from Lord & Taylor. The dining room is 
colorful and bright with coral walls, goldfish 
figurines, well-spaced tables and a long bar. 
His eclectic Italian/American menu includes 
such specialties as: daily Raw Bar featuring 
a Seafood Tower; Seafood Risotto with 
shrimp, scallops and lobster; classic Surf & 
Turf with filet mignon and lobster; Prime 
Dry Aged Tomahawk Steak; Porterhouse 
for 2, 3 or 4; and Double Cut Veal Chop. 
Good fresh salads at lunchtime. A wonderful 
Happy Hour is offered starting at 4 p.m. 
daily. Party facilities. Free parking. Open 7 
days a week for lunch, dinner and Sunday 
Brunch. Prix Fixe meals. Sea Flame, 709 
White Plains Road, Scarsdale. 914-874-5366, 
www.seaflamerestaurant.com.
For the Love of Prime at Alex’s 
Bar & Grille, North White Plains 

Proprietor Alex Ahmetaj updated the 
menu at Alex’s Bar & Grille offering 
big cuts of aged steaks and chops along 
with generously served Northern Italian/
Continental fare. The steaks could be called 
a bargain here. The staff brings years of 
experience and a European flair to White 
Plains. Customers enter the multi-section 
dining room through the inviting bar/lounge 
with its black industrial ceiling, banquets and 
soft lighting. It is a good networking spot. 

The handsome dining room is split into cozy 
sections with white tablecloths, colorful 
deVelleneuve impressionist paintings and 
warming sconces. Mediterranean clay 
colored banquets and chairs compliment 
wooden walls and plush beige curtained 
windows. Check out such specialties as: 
Pan Fried Calamari with hot cherry peppers, 
Linguini alla Vongole, a delicious fresh 
Branzino prepared tableside, classic Veal 
Parmigiana, grilled Prime Filet Mignon, 
Prime NY Sirloin Steak, or the Veal 
Chop. Alex’s Bar & Grille, 
577 North Broadway, North 
White Plains. 914-358-1444, 
www.alex577.com.
Hot Salsa at Cantina, 
White Plains 

Cantina is a good spot 
for Happy Hours, served 
3 to 7 p.m., featuring 
specially priced cocktails 
and bar snacks. While most concentrate 
on the tasty Tacos, I went for the Crispy 
Mango-Jerk Chicken Wings one late 
afternoon and was blown away. Wow! John 
Solo and his team opened Cantina Taco & 
Tequila Bar on Mamaroneck Ave., White 
Plains last March. It has a bright aqua pastel 
façade and a sprawling rustic multi-level 
interior dining room and long bar. Tempting 
specialties include: Modelo Beer Battered 
Fish Tacos, Garlic Shrimp, and Chicken-
Lime Bowl, served with rice, peppers, black 
beans, sliced avocado and fresh corn. The 
restaurant is open from 3 p.m. to midnight 7 
days a week. Weekend brunch served noon 
to 5 p.m. Cantina Taco & Tequila Bar, 166 
Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains. 914-461-
3959, www.cantinany.com.
Champagne for the Ladies at 
Tesoro D’Italia, Pleasantville 

The staff will be offering champagne to 
the ladies on Valentine’s Day. A veteran 
restaurant team has pooled their years 
in the hospitality business and opened 
Tesoro D’Italia Ristorante, a casual family-
friendly Italian eatery on Marble Ave. 
in Pleasantville. Heading the day-to-day 
operation is Peter Lucaj. The restaurant 
is divided into a main dining room for 100 
guests, a semi-private fireplace room for 
up to 40 guests, and a lovely glass enclosed 
wine room seating up to 25. There is an 
inviting color-tiled bar/lounge area for 
networking and spirited conversation, 
and casual dining too. A dramatic wine 
wall highlights the dining room along with 
smoked glass dividers and white tablecloths. 
Grey and white hues help polish the space. 
Check out such delightful specialties as: 
Eggplant Rollatini; Rotelli Melanzana, 
Chicken Payard, and Broiled Veal Chop. 

Open 7 days. Ample free parking. Tesoro 
D’Italia, 160 Marble Ave., Pleasantville. 914-
579-2126, www.tesoroditaliany.com. 
Cozy Dining for Two at Trattoria 
Vivolo, Harrison 

Chef-owner and personable host Dean 
Vivolo of Trattoria Vivolo in Harrison serves 
robust regional Italian cuisine. Sit at the 
counter, tuck into a booth, or take a table 
in the rear greenhouse with your loved 
one and enjoy the surprising contemporary 

and traditional flavors 
emanating from his 
kitchen: tasty thin-
crusted pizza; fresh old-
fashioned Meatballs and 
Sausage; Crostino di 
Polenta, topped with wild 
mushrooms, gorgonzola 
and tomato sauce; 
Lasagna Bolognese al 

Forno; Osso Buco, tender 
braised veal shank; occasional Roasted 
Porchetta; and warm fresh Zabaglione with 
fresh fruit for dessert. Good wine list. 
Sparkling lights evenings. Open 7 days.  
Free parking. Trattoria Vivolo, 301 Halstead 
Ave., Harrison. 914-835-6199,  www.
trattoriavivolo.com.
‘La Bocca Della Verita’ at La 
Bocca, White Plains. 

Chef/proprietor Tony Spiritoso has been 
marking 35 years as a chef and restaurateur 
in Westchester. A meal here usually begins 
at his signature antipasti bar loaded daily 
with tempting cured imported meats, 
cheeses and appetizing house made salads. 
And the wine selection is among the best 
in the county. The dining room is strewn 
with artistic columns and serving pieces for 
a romantic atmosphere. There is banquette 
and table seating in the main 80-seat dining 
room, while the bar is often a perfect spot 
of networking with locals. There is a new 
wine room for private events for up to 60 
guests. Tony and his son in law Alessandro 
and the veteran staff will take good care of 
you. Look for fresh porcini and seasonal 
game meats, too. Open 7 days. La Bocca, 8 
Church Street, White Plains. 914-948-3281, 
www.laboccaristorante.com.
Share a Dozen Oysters at Kee, 
White Plains 

Partners Kenan, Ekren and Elvi offer 
a daily raw bar chocked with oysters from 
all over the region. They are most popular 
during their daily happy hours when they 
are priced at $1 per piece, some varieties in 
the $2 range. The blackboard lists the daily 
catch. And they are pristine, served with 
house made cocktail sauce, ground wasabi 
root and Champagne sauce. I watched not 
long ago as staff helped shell a tempting 
crustacean prior to serving. Recently 
enjoyed a loaded Lobster Roll with a side of 
Old Bay chips at lunch. Early Bird Specials 
daily. Open Monday through Saturday. 
Closed Sundays. Kee, 126 E. Post Road, 
White Plains. Phone: 914-437-8535, www.
keeoysterhouse.com.
Intimate Cocktails and a View at 
La Piccola Casa, Mamaroneck 

Through the years, owner Walter Ricci 
worked many popular kitchens in greater 
Westchester including the former Umberto’s 
in Rye and Giorgio’s in Port Chester, which 
he ran for 10 years. The restaurant is 
housed in the landmark DeLancey House 
where author James Fenimore Cooper 

lived for a time across from scenic Harbor 
Island Park in Mamaroneck, along Boston 
Post Road. Walter will be serving his new 
updated menu featuring many of his well-
known specialties: Italian classics with 
concentration on the finest ingredients. 
There’s terrific Baked Clams, Seafood 
Pasta, and Rack of Lamb. Pastas are terrific, 
especially with seafood. Walter does his 
own shopping daily. The restaurant is open 
7 days a week for lunch and dinner. Free 
street parking. Reservations accepted. La 
Piccola Casa, 410 W. Boston Post Road, 
Mamaroneck. Phone: 914-777-3766.
Romance with Exotic Indian 
Flavors at Ambadi, White Plains 

Owner Mohammed Alam of Ambadi 
Kebab & Grill in White Plains will be serving 
his popular luncheon buffet and dinner. The 
all you can eat Indian buffet will be served 
from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., more than a 
dozen selections from salad, main courses 
to desserts with all the trimmings. Dinner 
will be a la carte and begin at 5 p.m. Look for 
such specialties as: Lasuni Gobi, cauliflower 
florets tossed with bell peppers, onion, garlic 
and green herbs; Chicken Barbacue Kabab, 
marinated boneless chicken cooked in the 
tandoor oven; and Lamb Bhuna, pieces of 
lamb cooked in a medium spiced sauce of 
bell peppers, tomatoes and fresh Indian 
herbs. A glass of lassi will help wash it all 
down. Don’t forget delicious house made 
Indian breads to scoop up the sauces. Alam 
also operates Mughal Palace, 16 Broadway, 
Valhalla, 914-997-6090, www.mughalpalace.
com.  Ambadi, 141 E. Post Road, White 
Plains. 914-686-2014, www.ambadiusa.com. 

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing 
consultant and former restaurant trade 
magazine editor. He has been tracking and 
writing about the food and dining scene 
in greater Westchester for 30 years. He 
may be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net. 

Crab cakes at Sea Flame. 

Antipasti platter at La Bocca. 

Strawberry and cream French toast at Cantina. 

Hearty veal Campagnola at Alex’s Bar & Grille. Chicken Payard with fresh mozzarella salad at 
Tesoro D’Italia. 
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Tuesday, Feb. 4

AARP Foundation Tax Aide.  AARP 
volunteers are here to help low- to moderate-
income taxpayers, especially those 50 and 
older. Volunteers are trained to assist you 
in filing certain tax forms and schedules, 
including the Form 1040. This service is 
provided in the Community Room f the 
White Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave., on 
a first come, first served basis on Mondays 
and Tuesdays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., beginning 
Monday, Feb. 3 through Tuesday, April 14. 
Tax Aide assistance is offered in partnership 
with the AARP Foundation.

Trove Time. Musical Munchkins visits 
Trove Time. While singing and partaking 
in music with their children, caregivers will 
learn about the importance of music and 
its benefits for children. For caregivers and 
ages 2-4. 10:30 a.m. at White Plains Library. 
Tickets will be given out on a first-come, 
first-served basis beginning 30 minutes 
prior to the program. Story Trove at White 
Plains Library.

Tuesdays@Dorry’s. We will talk about 
the significance of the Iowa Caucuses, which 
will have occurred the previous day. Sheila 
Collins will discuss Andrew Yang’s advocacy 
for a Universal Basic Income. Nora Freeman 
will speak about Bernie Sanders. Then 
we will open the floor for questions and 
conversation. Weekly table talkers. All are 
welcome. Food ordering begins at 5:15 p.m. 
Presentation 6 to 7 p.m. Dorry’s Diner, 468 
Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains.

Black History Month Film Series. To 
Kill A Mockingbird (NR, 1962, 129min). A 
widowed, morally upright lawyer defends a 
black man accused of raping a white woman 
in 1930s Alabama. Meanwhile, his two young 
children become involved in a mystery 
involving the town pariah. 6:30 p.m., White 
Plains Library.

Wednesday, Feb. 5

Noonday Getaway Concert. Our 
resident chamber orchestra, featuring 
members of the Metropolitan Opera 
Orchestra, plays a celebratory concert 
featuring the Symphony No. 83 in G-Minor 

“La Poule” of Franz Joseph Haydn and 
the Symphony No. 84 in E-Flat Major “In 
Nomine Domini” of Haydn. Vincent Lionti 
conducts. 30-minute, free concert (donations 
accepted) begins at 12:10 p.m. at Grace 
Church, White Plains. This concert is made 
possible, in part, with the support of Dagher 
Engineering, PLLC.

Storybook Dancing. Steffi Nossen 
School of Dance presents Storybook 
Dancing, a creative movement class for 3-4 
year olds. Each week dancers will go on an 
adventure into a classic story book and dance 
their way through the pages while learning 
fun, creative dance. Explore literature, 
music and dance in this fun and engaging 
workshop! Space is limited to 24 dancers, 
tickets will be handed out on a first-come, 
first-served basis starting 30 minutes before 
the program. 10:30 a.m. at White Plains 
Library, 100 Martine Ave., White Plains.

Lunchtime Meditation. A weekly 
meditation program. Brief beginning 
instruction will be followed by meditation. 
No experience or special equipment needed. 
A guest instructor will lead the program 
the first Wednesday of each month. 12:15 
p.m. For more information, please contact 
Christiane Deschamps at 914-422-1496 or 
cdeschamps@whiteplainsny.gov., White 
Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave., White 
Plains.

Redefining Your Concept. Do you have 
a creative idea that you want to turn into 
a profitable business? Not sure where to 
start? Natasha Roukos, a seasoned SCORE 
mentor, will show you how to sharpen your 
concept, identify your target clients, outline 
a marketing and financial plan and more 
in this interactive workshop. For those 
starting a service business or a product 
business. White Plains Public Library, 100 
Martine Ave., White Plains. 2 to 4 p.m. Free. 
Registration required. Info and registration: 
Visit www.westchester.score.org.

Which Craft? Wednesdays. Coloring 
Book Club. Bring your friends and relax with 
some coloring pages. For students in grades 
6 and up on a first-come, first-served basis. 
4 to 5 p.m. Edge Media Lab, White Plains 
Library.

Black History Month Film Series. 
Dreamgirls (PG-13, 2006, 129min). A trio of 
black female soul singers cross over to the 
pop charts in the early 1960s, facing their 
own personal struggles along the way. 6: 30 
p.m. at White Plains Library, 100 Martine 
Ave., White Plains.

Poetry Slam & Open Mic. Open Mic, 
SLAM competition and feature performances 
from guest poets from around the country. 
To take part in the open mic or slam, please 
register between 6:30 and 7 p.m. Slam poets 
should bring at least one original poem of up 
to 3 minutes. Registration closes promptly at 
7, and the program starts shortly thereafter. 
Co-hosted by local poet and slam-master Eric 
ZORK Alan. All are welcome. Questions? 
Contact program librarian Kristen Thornton-
De Stafeno by phone (914-422-6947) or 

e-mail (kthornton@whiteplainslibrary.org). 
White Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave., 
White Plains.

Black History Month Family 
Storytime. Join us to listen to stories as 
well as to create a craft project. For children 
3-5 and their families. 7 p.m., White Plains 
Library.

Thursday, Feb. 6

Black History Month Film Series. 
Film: 42 (PG-13, 2013, 128min). Hero is a 
word we hear often in sports, but heroism is 
not always about achievements on the field 
of play. “42” tells the story of two men—
the great Jackie Robinson and legendary 
Brooklyn Dodgers GM Branch Rickey—
whose brave stand against prejudice forever 
changed the world by changing the game of 
baseball. In 1946, Branch Rickey (Harrison 
Ford) put himself at the forefront of history 
when he signed Jackie Robinson (Chadwick 
Boseman) to the team, breaking Major 
League Baseball’s infamous color line. But 
the deal also put both Robinson and Rickey 
in the firing line of the public, the press 
and even other players. Facing unabashed 
racism from every side, Robinson was forced 
to demonstrate tremendous courage and 
restraint by not reacting in kind, knowing 
that any incident could destroy his and 
Rickey’s hopes. Instead, Number 42 let his 
talent on the field do the talking—ultimately 
winning over fans and his teammates, 
silencing his critics, and paving the way for 
others to follow. 6:30 p.m. at White Plains 
Library, 100 Martine Ave., White Plains.

Coping With Disinformation. A lecture 
sponsored by the League of Women Voters of 
Westchester. Led by international journalism 
and communications veteran Andy Katell of 
White Plains, the 90-minute non-partisan 
workshop was developed by the League 
and held in dozens of Westchester County 
libraries. Mr. Katell brings to the program 14 
years of experience as a reporter and editor 
with The Associated Press news agency, 
based in the Soviet Union, United Nations 
and other locations, along with PR agency 
and corporate communications work on a 
wide variety of issues. The highly interactive 
workshop, free of charge, features numerous 
social media, traditional media text, video 
and still image examples of disinformation. 
7 p.m., White Plains Library, 100 Martine 
Ave., White Plains.

Friday, Feb. 7

Hoff-Barthelson Music School’s 
Faculty Concert Series. The series 
continues with a performance of works in 
celebration of the school’s 75th anniversary. 
Works featured on the program are from 
the time of the school’s founding and 
include Amy Beach’s Piano Trio; Witold 
Lutosławski’s Dance Preludes and his 
arrangement of Variations on a Theme by 
Paganini for two pianos, four hands; Leonard 
Bernstein’s sublime Sonata for Clarinet 
and Piano; and Dmitri Shostakovich’s Piano 
Trio No. 2 in E minor, for violin, cello and 
piano, Op. 67. Faculty performers are cellists 

Maxine Neuman and Peter Seidenberg; 
pianists Vered Reznik, Gerald Robbins, 
Eleonora Rotshteyn, and Tomoko Uchino; 
and violinists April Johnson and Eriko Sato. 
Joining the faculty are guest artists Sam 
Sadigursky, clarinet, and Elke Velazquez, 
piano. Hoff-Barthelson Music School, 25 
School Lane, Scarsdale. 7:30 p.m. $20. 
Seniors (60 and up): $15. Students: Free. 
Info and tickets: 914-723-1169 or e-mail 
hb@hbms.org. Tickets are also available at 
the door.

Paul Reiser. Comedian, actor, television 
writer, author and musician Paul Reiser has 
been busier than usual lately. He’s currently 
starring in two hit shows for Nexflix – 
“Stranger Things” and “The Kominsky 
Method,” the latter starring alongside 
Michael Douglas and Alan Arkin. This very 
busy year will end with the highly-anticipated 
return of “Mad About You,” the long-running 
hit comedy of the 1990s created by Reiser 
and co-starring him and Helen Hunt. In 
addition to multiple Emmy, Golden Globe, 
American Comedy Award and Screen Actors 
Guild nominations, “Mad About You” won 
numerous Emmys, a coveted Peabody and a 
Golden Globe for best comedy series. Also 
appearing will be Jeff LeBlanc. Tarrytown 
Music Hall, 13 Main St., Tarrytown. 8 p.m. 
$38, $43 and $48. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday, Feb. 8

Indoor Nature Games. Come in from 
the cold to play some nature games while 
sipping hot chocolate. Cranberry Lake 
Preserve, 1609 Old Orchard St., North White 
Plains. 1 to 2 p.m. Free. Info: 914-428-1005.

Tu Bi’Shevat Celebration. Rabbi Frank 
Tamburello will lead a special Seder service 
including traditional food offerings and drink. 
He will also explain the humanistic elements 
of the holiday as well as the traditional ones. 
Hosted by the Westchester Community for 
Humanistic Judaism. Community Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation, 468 Rosedale 
Ave., White Plains. 2 p.m. Non-members: 
$10. Children (under 13): Free. RSVP 
required. Info and RSVP: Visit www.wchj.
org or e-mail info@wchj.org.

Sunday, Feb. 9

Eating to Help Save the Planet. Jason 
Grauer, senior crops manager at the Stone 
Barns Center for Food and Agriculture, will 
lead this forum entitled From Finance to 
Farming: A Personal Journey to Reconnect 
with Food & Land. Grauer manages the 
daily responsibilities and organization of 
field crop production, sales of vegetables 
from the greenhouse and field and vegetable 
experimentation and research. He also 
co-developed the lab’s first soil-based 
greenhouse for four-season food production, 
research and education. A selection of vegan 
and vegetarian dishes will be available for 
tasting. Sponsored by the congregation’s 
Environmental Practices Group. Community 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 468 
Rosedale Ave., White Plains. 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Info: Visit cucwp.org.
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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“We Deliver Comfort”

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK - 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER 

REVERSE MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS, INC.,
V. JOHANNA PURVIS; ET. AL.

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Final Judgment of Fore-
closure dated March 21, 2019, and entered in the Offi ce of the Clerk of 
the County of Westchester, wherein REVERSE MORTGAGE SOLU-
TIONS, INC. is the Plaintiff and JOHANNA PURVIS; ET AL. are the 
Defendant(s).  I, the undersigned Referee will sell at public auction at 
the WESTCHESTER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, LOBBY, 111 DR. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. BLVD., WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601, 
on February 28, 2020 at 9:00AM , premises known as 89 CHAUNCEY 
AVENUE, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801:  Section 5, Block 1442, Lot 
13:  

ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND, 
WITH THE BUILDINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS THEREON 
ERECTED, SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN THE CITY OF 

NEW ROCHELLE, COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER AND STATE 
OF NEW YORK, 

Premises will be sold subject to provisions of fi led Judgment Index # 
54449/2016. Robert Hufjay, Esq. - Referee. RAS Boriskin, LLC 900 

Merchants Concourse, Suite 310, Westbury, New York 11590, 
Attorneys for Plaintiff.

George Washington to Speak at His 
288th Birthday Party

The White Plains Historical Society 
will celebrate George Washington’s 
288th Birthday Sunday, Feb. 23, 1 to 4 p.m. 
at the Jacob Purdy House 60 Park Avenue, 
White Plains. 

A flag-raising ceremony with colonial re-
enactors will start the program and then 
feature a talk by the General himself.

The free event will have for the first 
time, living historian Michael J. Grillo as 
Washington recalling key moments in battles 
during the American Revolution.

Grillo, an educator at the Van Cortlandt 
House Museum, Bronx, has performed as 
General or President George Washington at 
other venues like the National Constitution 
Center in Philadelphia, the John Jay 
Homestead, Hamilton Grange and the New 
Utrecht Historical Society.

John Vorperian, White Plains Historical 
Society Acting President said, “It’s fantastic, 
that Mike, I mean General Washington will 
be sharing with us his bold adventures. 
Frankly, I look forward to hearing more about 
his spy network in 1776 that confounded the 
British military leaders.”

General George Washington a/k/a Michael 
J. Grillo is pictured with White Plains 
Historical Society Acting President John 
Vorperian.

Feeding Fun. Join the center’s naturalists 
for a hands-on program and learn about the 
care that goes into feeding the indoor animals 
as well as birds of prey and barnyard friends. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., 
Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: Free. Non-
members: $8. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

A Sound Vision: From Bernstein to 
Motown, a Portrait of the Beating American 
Heart. How do you paint a portrait of the 
beating American heart? This program by 
the Westchester Philharmonic provides 
the musical answer. Bernstein’s “West 
Side Story” Suite re-imagined as a violin 
concerto; John Williams’ and Bernard 
Hermann’s crowning compositional 
achievements in the film scores for “Catch 
Me If You Can” and “North by Northwest” 
and a journey to Motown for classics 
by Smokey Robinson, Marvin Gaye, 
the Temptations and Stevie Wonder signs, 
seals, and delivers the sonic picture. Fearless 
and boundary-breaking conductor Rachael 
Worby returns to lead the Phil, joined by 
18-year-old violinist Ray Ushikubo and tenor 
Ashley Faatoalia. Preceded by a pre-concert 
discussion with the artists for ticketholders. 
The Performing Arts Center at Purchase 
College, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 
Pre-concert program at 2 p.m. Concert at 3 
p.m. $36 to $98. Info and tickets: 914-251-
6200 or visit www.artscenter.org.
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, 
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-235-0302
 
ATTORNEY/ LEGAL

LUNG CANCER? AND AGE 
60+? You And Your Family May Be 
Entitled To Significant Cash Award. 
Call 866-951-9073 for Information. 
No Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket. 

AUTO DONATIONS
DONATE YOUR CAR TO WHEELS 

FOR WISHES, benefiting Make-A-Wish. 
We offer free towing and your donation is 
100% tax deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 
Today!
 
BUYING/SELLING

BUYING diamonds, gold, silver, all 
fine jewelry and watches, coins, paintings, 
better furs, complete estates. We simply pay 
more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

 

**COMIC BOOKS WANTED! TOP  
PRICES PAID!** 30 years experience. 
Reliable and honest! Call or Text: 917-
699-2496, or e-mail: smileLP@aol.com.  
Thanks.
 
GOLD / SILVER WANTED

HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit 
West- chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500
 
CABLE & SATELLITE TV

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed. No contract or commitment. 
More Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited 
Voice. Call 1-855-977-7198

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

TRAIN AT HOME TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in months! Call 
855-543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

 
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here - Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM for free 
information 866-296-7094.
 
FINANCE

Denied Social Security Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed SSD and denied, 
our attorneys can help! Win or Pay Nothing! 
Strong, recent work history needed. 866-979-
0096 [Steppacher Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave Scranton PA 18503] 

ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA 020420 Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@theexaminernews.com

Visit Our Display Center: 836 Troy-Schenectady Rd., Latham, NY 12110 

•  Sales  •  Rentals  •  Service  •  Buybacks
New and Reconditioned Lifts

Locally Owned & Operated

(518) 393-2274 or (888) 558-LIFT

Stay in the home you Love!

ELEVATORS  •  STAIR LIFTS  •  WHEELCHAIR LIFTS  •  RAMPS

continued on next page
D O N AT E  YO U R  C A R 

Wheels For Wishes
benefiting 

* 100% Tax Deductible                                                            

* Free Vehicle Pickup ANYWHERE                                

* We Accept Most Vehicles Running or Not                                                        

* We Also Accept Boats, Motorcycles & RVs

WheelsForWishes.org

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs or financial information, 
call (213) 948-2000 or visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

Call:(914)468-4999

Make-A-Wish® 
Hudson Valley

continued on next page
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One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

HEALTH

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And 
Your Family May Be Entitled To Significant 
Cash Award. No Risk. No Money Out Of 
Pocket. For Information Call 877-225-4813 

LIVE PAIN FREE with CBD products 
from AceWellness. We guarantee highest 
quality, most competitive pricing on CBD 
products. Softgels, oils, skincare, Vape & 
more. Coupon Code: PRINT20 1-844-532-
2950 

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT 
PRESCRIPTION! World Health Link. Price 
Match Guarantee! Prescriptions Required. 
CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications 
available. CALL Today For A Free Price 
Quote. 1-866-569-7986 Call Now!

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-855-579-8907

HELP WANTED

HOTEL CLEANING - White Plains: T&L 
Cleaning is looking for housekeeping staff 
for various hotels. Room attendants, laundry 
attendants, house-persons and supervisors. 
Apply on-line at tlcleaningservices.
com/apply or call (800) 610-4770.

JOB OPPORTUNITY $18.50 P/H NYC 
$15 P/H LI $14.50 P/H UPSTATE NY
If you currently care for your relatives or 

friends who have Medicaid or Medicare, you 
may be eligible to start working for them as 
a personal assistant. No Certificates needed. 
(347)462-2610 (347)565-6200

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ARLINGTON INC. Custom 
Cabinetry, Kitchen & Bath Interior 
& Exterior Painting Power Washing, 
Repairs 914-557-6703 WC-14665-H03 
www-arlingtonwoodworking.com 

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY updates! We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home consultation: 
888-657-9488.

INTERNET AND TV

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 
Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On 
Demand (w/SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional Cost. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

DISH TV $59.99 for 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. Call 
1-800-943-0838.

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Board of Trustees of the Village of 
Pleasantville will hold a Public Hearing 

on Monday February 24, 2020, 8:00pm, 
prevailing time, 80 Wheeler Avenue, 
Pleasantville, New York to hear comments 
as it pertains to Introductory Local Law 
No. 1 of 2020 to amend Chapter 173, 
Article VII, Section 60, of the Village Code 
entitled Schedule XII:  Parking Prohibited 
at All Time to include Meadow Lane, 
north side, measured between the points 
255 feet and 357 feet from intersection 
of Saratoga Avenue.  Eric Morrissey 
Village Administrator/Clerk, Village of 
Pleasantville

MISCELLANEOUS

PRAYER TO SAINT JUDE
Thank you St. Jude for answering 
my prayer. You are always by my 
side. A.J.F. 

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over 
a million families find senior living. Our 
trusted, local advisors help find solutions 
to your unique needs at no cost to you. 
Call: 1-800-404-8852

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE 
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus 
Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 EMERGENCY 
SERVICE, In-home repair/On-line solutions 
. $20 OFF ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE FREON 
WANTED: We pay CA$H for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-361-0601 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

REAL ESTATE

GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top 
$$$ To hunt your land. Call for a FREE 
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

VACATION RENTALS

Sebastian, Florida (East Coast) Beach 
Cove is like paradise; 55+ Community with 
maintenance-free living, where friends are 
easily made. Sebastian is an “Old Florida” 
fishing village: quaint atmosphere, excellent 
medical facilities, shopping, restaurants. 
Direct flights from Newark to Vero Beach. 
Custom manufactured homes from $114,900. 
772-581-0080; www.beach-cove.com

 Backed by American Standard’s 
140 years of experience

 Ultra low entry for easy 
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be  rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

To Place a 
Classifi ed Ad Call 
914-864-0878 or 
e-mail classifi eds

@theexaminernews.com
Classifi ed Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication
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By Rob DiAntonio

It wasn’t the result White Plains’ wrestling 
team was looking for when it squared off 
with a deep Lakeland/Panas squad in a dual 
meet last Thursday afternoon.

The Tigers fell in a big hole and lost to the 
host Rebels, 58-24.

“I think they’re a tough program,” 
White Plains coach Chris Dethwick said of 
Lakeland/Panas. “They’re great wrestlers 
and great kids. I know they’re well coached. 
I’ve known coach (Dave) Bergen for years. 
I think we just have to keep on pushing 
through, believe in ourselves and have 
confidence when we go out there. If you look 
at the great wrestlers, a lot of them walk out 
there and they’re just confident. They know 
they’re going to win. I think we’re getting 
there. We’re young and it’s going to take 
some time.”

Two forfeits by White Plains and a pin for 
Lakeland/Panas quickly made it 18-0. But 
Carlos Rivera picked up a pin early in the 
second period in a 120-pound match.

Lakeland/Panas won by pin in four of the 
next five matches to build a dominant 46-6 
lead. Calvin McLaurin put an end to the run 
for the Tigers with a 6-2 victory by decision 
at 160 pounds. 

White Plains dropped the next two 
matches by pin but closed out the dual meet 
on a high note with three straight victories. 
Blaz Arellano (195 pounds, 14-3 major 
decision), Sebastian Garibaldi (220, 16-0 
technical fall) and Louis Padilla (285, pin) 
earned wins.

“We start getting up in those weights and 
those are kids who know what they’re doing 
out there,” Dethwick said. “They’re leaders 
in the room, in practice and in matches. 
The younger guys kind of rally around that. 
It was a nice way to finish off the match. 
Unfortunately, with the lower weights we’re 
a little bit inexperienced and a little bit 
young.”

The Tigers head into divisionals (sectional 
qualifiers) this weekend where they will 
compete at Brewster High School on 
Saturday, Feb. 8. Wrestling is slated to begin 
at 9 a.m.

“I’m a big fundamental guy and a pick 
conditioning guy,” Dethwick said. “If we 

just stick to that game plan we’ll catch up to 
these other teams.”

Garibaldi has his eyes on a section title at 
220 pounds. He placed second at both the 
Eastern States and the Westchester County 
Championships. The junior was also second 
at sectionals last year. He’s looking to take 
the next step and move to the top of the 
podium.

“He’s a leader of the program and he’s a 
great kid,” Dethwick said. “He’s an absolute 
pleasure to coach. Second seems to be his 
number but this year we’re trying to get to 
first.”

EX AMINER SPORTS
Tigers Look Ahead to Divisionals after Dual Meet Loss

Sebastian Garibaldi is in control during a 220-pound match against Lakeland/Panas last Thursday.

Calvin McLaurin looks to make his move for the 
Tigers.

ROB DIANTONIO PHOTOS

Esteban Ocampo secures hold of Lakeland/Panas’ Austin Bergen.

Blaz Arellano has his hand raised after a win at 
195 pounds.Carlos Rivera looks to lock in a hold.

Elvin Dorantes goes for the pin.
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By Eric Mintzer

“Be sad. Be mad. Be frustrated. 
Scream. Cry. Sulk. When you 
wake up you will think it was just 
a nightmare only to realize it’s 
all too real.” Kobe Bryant wrote 
this on Instagram after Gordon 
Hayward’s devastating injury. 
Little did Kobe know, he would 
be guiding all of us through the 
first stage of grief over his own 
passing. No one wanted to believe 
it was true, asking one another 
if it was fake news. Sadly, it was 
true. Kobe is no longer with us. 
While the city of Los Angeles, the 
game of basketball and the whole 
world is still mourning, I want to 
say thank you, Kobe. Thank you 
for all the memories, lessons and 
the inspiration. 

Every generation has seen 
players that transcend the 
game of basketball and become 
superstars. They are real life 
superheroes. The 1980s had the 
Magic-Bird rivalry. Jordan took 
over and dominated the 1990s. 
Subsequently, the 2010s belong 
to LeBron James. However, for 
my generation, growing up in 
the 2000s meant watching and 
idolizing Kobe Bryant.  

Without a doubt, what Kobe 
did on the basketball court 
was jaw-dropping: Winning the 
dunk contest with style. The 
championship three-peat. The 

scoring titles. Dropping 81 points 
in a single game. The MVP 
season. Dunking on anyone, and 
everyone who dared stand in 
his way. Mamba Mentality. The 
buzzer beaters and game winners. 
Scoring 61 in Madison Square 
Garden (my mom 
was there and 
I’m still jealous). 
Not flinching. 
Throwing the ball 
off the backboard 
to himself. 
Claiming back-to-
back NBA Finals 
MVPS. Winning 
Gold for team 
USA. Staying on 
the floor to hit two 
free throws with 
a torn Achilles. 
Inspiring us all to 
yell “Kobe” when 
throwing away a 
piece of paper. The 
18 All-Star games, 
15 all-NBA teams, 
12 all-defensive 
teams. Lastly, 
having the most 
memorable final 
game in sports, 
putting up 60 points. For all of 
these highlights that will live on 
forever: thank you, Kobe. 

Impressively, after his playing 
career Kobe started the second 
half of his life. He opened 

the Mamba Sports Academy 
training centers to inspire the 
next generation of athletes. 
Meanwhile, Kobe bought Mamba 
Mentality from the hardwood 
to the boardroom. He began his 
career as a business mogul. In 

2013, Kobe created a venture 
capitalist fund, which became 
Bryant Stibel & Co in 2016. After 
Coca-Cola bought a minority stake 
in BodyArmor in 2018, Kobe saw 
a $6-million investment become 

worth $200 million. Incredibly, 
as an investor, Kobe made more 
money than he did his entire 
NBA career. This is no surprise, 
of course, because with Kobe, 
anything less than greatness was 
simply not an option. 

Similarly, in 
his post-playing 
career, Kobe 
learned the art 
of storytelling. 
Originally, he 
wrote a piece 
for the Player’s 
Tribune to 
announce his 
retirement titled, 
Dear Basketball. 
Poetically, Kobe 
describes his 
love of the game 
of basketball and 
how it inspired 
him to push 
himself beyond 
limits and beyond 
belief. Quickly, 
this was adapted 
into an animated 
short film, 
narrated by Kobe 
himself. Naturally, 

in typical Kobe fashion, the film 
won an Academy Award for Best 
Animated Short Film. A Five-time 
NBA champion, with an Oscar, 
Kobe is an example of being a 
well-rounded human. Not letting 

one aspect of life define who they 
are as a person. This is a lesson 
that reminds everyone that their 
greatness is endless. Thank you, 
Kobe. 

As the world tries to move 
forward without Kobe, let’s 
all be inspired by his legacy 
and harness Mamba Mentality. 
Find your craft, your love, your 
passion and commit yourself to 
it. Commit completely, fully and 
whole-heartedly because that is 
Mamba Mentality. Distractions, 
and disadvantages will come 
and try to stop you, but no one 
will work harder. Be the first 
to arrive and the last to leave. 
That is Mamba Mentality. Take 
each day to improve yourself 
and the community around you. 
Appreciate the ones you love and 
put them before everything else. 
That is also Mamba Mentality. I 
grew up a Knicks fan but my tears 
are purple and gold. Thank you, 
Kobe. 

Mount Kisco resident Eric 
Mintzer is co-author of a Harper-
Collins book, due out this spring, 
about the business history of the 
NBA. 

EX AMINER SPORTS

Thank You, Kobe

Stepinac Seniors Presented Golden Dozen Scholar Athlete Awards
By Albert Coqueran

On Jan. 30, two members of the 2019 
Stepinac High School Varsity Football Team 
were distinguished with the prestigious 
“Golden Dozen” Scholar Athlete Award, at 
the 48th Annual “Golden Dozen” Banquet 
held at the Westchester Country Club in 
Rye.

The Westchester Chapter of the National 
Football Foundation “Golden Dozen” 
Scholar Athlete Award was presented to 
Stepinac senior cornerback Zachary Barnes 
and offensive guard Michael Tartaglia. Also, 
Crusaders quarterback Joey Carino was 
presented a “Golden Dozen” Honorable 
Mention Award.

The “Golden Dozen” Award represents 
not merely each student/athlete’s 
performance on the field of play but also 
their level of achievement in the classroom 
and the positive impact each award recipient 
has had on their school and their respective 
communities. 

Stepinac was the only high school in the 
county to have two student/athletes among 
the 12 “Golden Dozen” Award Honorees 
this year. 

All three Stepinac “Golden Dozen” 
Honorees were Team Captains of the 
Crusaders football team this year. They 
were also members of the 2017 and 2018 

Crusaders back-to-back CHSFL AAA and 
CHSAA NYS Football Championship Teams. 
They were also members of the 2020 
Crusaders team who continued the streak 
of appearing in sixth straight CHSFL AAA 
Championship games.

Since 1973, the Westchester Chapter of 
the National Football Foundation’s “Golden 
Dozen” Scholar Athlete Award has presented 
nearly 1200 seniors with Golden Dozen and 
Honorable Mention distinctions and has 
awarded more than $600,000 in scholarship 
grants.

Stepinac “Golden Dozen” Award 
recipients Barnes and Tartaglia will attend 
and play football for Williams College 
next season. Carino, who was presented a 
“Golden Dozen” Honorable Mention Award, 
will attend and play for the University of 
Albany in September.

Senior guard Michael Tartaglia of the Stepinac 
Football Team was honored as a “Golden Dozen” 
Scholar Athlete by the Westchester Chapter of 
the National Football Foundation at the “Golden 
Dozen” Awards Banquet at the Westchester 
Country Club on Jan. 30.

Stepinac senior cornerback Zachary Barnes was 
also honored with a “Golden Dozen” Award this 
year. Stepinac was the only high school in the 
county to have two members selected among the 
12 “Golden Dozen” Award recipients this year. 

PHOTOS COURTESY PAGANIPR
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—  D I S C O V E R  T H E  — 

IONA PREP DIFFERENCE

An Iona Prep education 
is one of the best 
investments you can 
make for your son’s 
development.

ATTEND OUR INFORMATION SESSION
GRADES PRE-K– 8

Thu, Feb. 13, 9 am & 7 pm

Iona Preparatory Lower School  
173 Stratton Road 
New Rochelle, NY 10804

RSVP ONLINE AT
IONAPREP.ORG/VISIT

For more information, contact: 
Deirdre Mone at 
(914) 633-7744 x418  
or dmone@ionaprep.org

Don’t forget to schedule your Gael-For-A-Day visit at IonaPrep.org/gaelforaday

 • An all-boys environment that allows 
faculty to cater to the needs and 
interests of boys and actively engage 
them in learning

 • Small classes averaging 15 students 
ensure that each student receives 
the care and attention he deserves

INVEST. INSPIRE. IGNITE.


