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By Pat Casey 

As the White Plains Planning Board re-
opened the public hearing on the proposal 
for a three-lot subdivision at 1 Sterling 
Ave. during its Sept. 17 meeting, David 
Steinmetz of the White Plains law firm Zarin 
and Steinmetz immediately took the floor.

Having been retained by the owners of 
1 Sterling Ave. after last month’s opening 
of the public hearing, Steinmetz seemed to 
try to stall pubic criticism of the project by 
citing how the proposal meets all the legal 
zoning requirements as well as criteria for 
development in a “close-in” neighborhood as 
defined by the White Plains comprehensive 
plan.

The subdivision is located in the Fisher 
Hill neighborhood of White Plains, which is 
considered to be a close-in neighborhood, 
with regard to its proximity to the  

city’s downtown.
Steinmetz encouraged the Board to focus 

on the legal elements of what he called 
“pretty much a straightforward application” 
and not generalized community opposition 
because “people don’t like it and people 
don’t want it.”

Steinmetz’ comments were partly in 
response to a letter sent to various city 
commissioners by the Fisher Hill Association 
outlining their specific concerns, and he 
emphasized that the developer had nothing 
new to present, but would answer questions 
during the public hearing.

Picking up from the previous month’s 
discussion, Planning Board Chairman John 
Ioris noted that there had been concern 
among Board members about a design 
change to include two driveways rather 
than one shared driveway, causing a 
potential hazard for cars entering Orchard 

Parkway from the subdivision. However, the 
developer said the previous proposal with 
a shared driveway was not the best path 
forward due to stormwater management 
issues and preferred to leave the driveway 
as is. 

Traffic conditions already a concern in the 
area because of one-way streets and narrow 
vehicle access in some spots, plus hills 
and slopes that are difficult to manage in 
icy conditions were cited as dangerous and 
would be aggravated with the addition of 10 
cars to the subdivision.

The subdivision plan has taken a one-
family site with a deteriorating and falling 
down building – acknowledged as an 
“eyesore” by everyone – and converts it to 
three lots with two two-family homes and 
one one-family home, building out to the 
maximum parameters allowed by the 5.3 
zoning district.

The site is considered environmentally 
sensitive because of steep slopes.

Michael Dalton, president of the Fisher 
Hill Association told the Board he was the 
author of the letter sent to various city 
commissioners. Addressing Steinmetz’ 
opening comments Dalton said, “We 
strongly support the redevelopment of 1 
Sterling. The principal issue is not ‘I don’t 
like it. It’s a question of proportion and 
density and pushing the envelope of this 
project to the edges, which is understandable 
considering the realities of the new property 
owner’s position. He would like to maximize 
the economic benefit. The community 
understands that.”

Dalton explained that looking at the “topo” 
scheme, drawn in two dimensions with topo 
lines does not begin to describe what this 
site is like. “That is why you have to go 
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTO 
Stepinac Crusaders running back Mekhi Green (left) led the rushing attack against St. 
Peter’s with 72 yards and two touchdowns on five carries Saturday during the Stepinac 
football home opening game. Carino (right) ran for 72 yards and one TD. Carino, a 
quarterback for Stepinac, has already surpassed the coveted career-passing mark of 
3000 yards. To read the full story see page 18.continued on page 4
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Timothy Goetze, 44, of White Plains 
was found guilty of three counts of 
Aggravated Harassment in the Second 
Degree, class A misdemeanors, for 
threats made against Greenburgh Town 
Supervisor Paul Feiner and his family in 
2017.

Goetze was found guilty Sept. 20 
following a bench trial before Judge Jo 
Ann Friia in White Plains City Court. 
The court sentenced Goetze to a one-
year conditional discharge with 75 
hours community service and orders of 
protection for Feiner, his wife and his 
daughter.

Westchester County District 
Attorney Anthony Scarpino, Jr., noted, 
“This verdict against Mr. Goetze is an 

important outcome which illustrates 
how we seek justice whenever there is a 
threat to a public figure or any residents 
of Westchester. Threatening messages 
will always be prosecuted to the fullest 
extent of the law. Let anyone who might 
make such threats know we will go after 
them. We commend Greenburgh Police 
on their investigation and maintaining 
the safety of the Town. We hope the 
Feiner family can now rest easier.”

In August 2017, Greenburgh Police 
investigated three threatening emails 
sent anonymously to Greenburgh 
Town Supervisor Paul Feiner. The 
emails were prompted by a controversy 
regarding a confederate monument at a 
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By Pat Casey 

The public hearing for a Site Plan 
application at 1 Water St. opened and closed 
Sept. 17, with the White Plains Planning 
Board penning a letter to the Common 
Council citing its strong support for the 
project to move forward.

Located at the corner of Ferris Avenue and 
Water Street, the approximately 1.4 acre site 
is currently the home of an office building 
slated for demolition. The redevelopment 
proposal includes a mixed-use 22-story 
building with 301 residential units, parking 
and some retail.

The project is located in the CB-4 district 
and includes a proposed swap of city-owned 
property adjacent to the site with an equal-

sized piece to make the redevelopment 
possible. The city property includes a White 
Plains firehouse, which would be rebuilt at 
another location.

The swap would also give White Plains 
another parcel in the area to develop.

The developers have already met with the 
Urban Renewal Agency to work through the 
proposal and if the Site Plan is approved the 
developer, Mack-Cali Roseland, would then 
purchase the 12,328 sq. ft. property from the 
White Plains Urban Renewal Agency.

The residential make-up of the building 
would include 59 studio apartments, 143 
one-bedroom units, 91 two-bedroom units, 
and eight three-bedroom apartments.

The residences would be built over four 

stories of structured parking. At ground 
level, the plan calls for 12,000 sq. ft. of retail 
with pedestrian walkways. An outdoor pool, 
dog park, and green roof amenities for the 
residents are designed as terraces on the 
rooftops.

Con Edison utilities would come off Water 
Street. 

Because the developer already put in an 
application, natural gas heat rather than a 
renewable source encouraged by the Con Ed 
moratorium on gas would be incorporated.

Electric vehicle charging stations, low-
flow plumbing, and Energy Star appliances 

as well as a stormwater planter on the 
west side of the building are the planned 
environmental features.

The Planning Board’s letter to the 
Common Council will include a strong 
suggestion to do something about enhancing 
pedestrian safety in the area, especially as it 
pertains to passengers disembarking from 
the nearby Metro North train station. 

SMALL NEWS 
IS BIG NEWS

Proposed Site Plan for a mixed use development at 1 Water St. The proposal includes a swap of city-
owned property to make the project do-able.

ONE OF THE TOP 50  CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS >> 65 YEARS  OF EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION >> 100%  GRADUATION & ACCEPTANCE RATE >> 4  HONORS ACADEMIES >> 22  ADVANCED PLACEMENT 

COURSES >> 1ST  IN THE NATION TO OFFER A COMPLETE DIGITAL TEXTBOOK LIBRARY >> MORE THAN  11,000  ALUMNI >> CHAMPIONSHIP ATHLETIC TEAMS >> AWARD-WINNING DRAMA CLUB >> 

MASS OFFERED DAILY >> HYBRID CURRICULUM OF BLENDED COURSES >> AMBASSADOR’S CLUB >> CAMPUS MINISTRY >> ART CLUB >> BASKETBALL >> CAREER EXPLORERS >> GOLF >> MATH 

HONORS SOCIETY >> CHESS CLUB >> SWIMMING >> HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  >> GAMING CLUB >> SOCCER >> MOCK TRIAL >> CRUSADER NEWSPAPER >> BUSINESS INVESTMENT >> CROSS COUNTRY 

>> BOOK CLUB >>              CRUSADERS FOR LIFE >> DEBATE AND FORENSICS >> CHORUS >> LACROSSE >> MU ALPHA THETA >> DRAMA CLUB >> FOOTBALL >> HEALTH CARE FORUM >> KEY CLUB >> 

INDOOR TRACK >> JAZZ BAND >> CLASSROOM                CRUSADER >> LITERARY JOURNAL -  THE PHOENIX >> MSG VARSITY  >> COMMUNITY SERVICE >> TRACK & FIELD >> NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 

>> ENGINEERING >> CULTURAL AWARENESS  >> COMMON INTEREST >> PHOTOGRAPHY >> PROM COMMITTEE >> CONCERT BAND >> BASEBALL >> SCIENCE ROCKET CLUB >> SPANISH CLUB (SOCIEDAD 

LATINA) >> STAGE CREW >> CURRENT EVENTS >> STUDENT BAND >> BOWLING >> STUDENT GOVERNMENT >> DIVERSITY CLUB >> LITERARY MAGAZINE >> ITALIAN CLUB >> WRESTLING >> LAWN 

SPORTS >> HOCKEY >> TRAVEL CLUB >> VOCAL ARTS ENSEMBLE >> THE SHEPHERD YEARBOOK >> TENNIS >> ONE OF THE TOP 50  CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS >> 65 YEARS  OF EXCELLENCE IN                 

EDUCATION >> 100%  GRADUATION & ACCEPTANCE RATE >> 4  HONORS ACADEMIES >> 22  ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES >> 1ST  IN THE NATION TO OFFER >> A COMPLETE DIGITAL TEXTBOOK 

LIBRARY >> MORE THAN  11,000  ALUMNI >> CHAMPIONSHIP ATHLETIC TEAMS >> AWARD-WINNING DRAMA CLUB >> MASS OFFERED DAILY >> HYBRID CURRICULUM OF BLENDED COURSES >> 

AMBASSADOR’S CLUB >> CAMPUS MINISTRY >> ART CLUB >>                  BASKETBALL >> CAREER EXPLORERS  >> GOLF >> MATH HONORS SOCIETY >> CHESS CLUB >> SWIMMING >> HABITAT FOR             

HUMANITY  >> GAMING CLUB >> SOCCER >> MOCK TRIAL >> CRUSADER NEWSPAPER >> BUSINESS INVESTMENT >> CROSS COUNTRY >> BOOK CLUB >> CRUSADERS FOR LIFE >> DEBATE AND FOREN-

SICS >> CHORUS >> LACROSSE >> MU ALPHA THETA >> DRAMA CLUB >> FOOTBALL >> HEALTH CARE FORUM >> KEY CLUB  >> INDOOR TRACK >> JAZZ BAND >> CLASSROOM CRUSADER >> LITERARY 

JOURNAL -  THE PHOENIX >> MSG VARSITY >> COMMUNITY SERVICE >> TRACK & FIELD >> NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY >> ENGINEERING >> CULTURAL AWARENESS >> COMMON INTEREST >>             

PHOTOGRAPHY >> PROM COMMITTEE >> CONCERT BAND >> BASEBALL >> SCIENCE ROCKET CLUB >> SPANISH CLUB (SOCIEDAD LATINA) >> STAGE CREW >> CURRENT EVENTS >> STUDENT BAND >> 

BOWLING >> STUDENT GOVERNMENT >> DIVERSITY CLUB >> LITERARY MAGAZINE  >> ITALIAN CLUB >> WRESTLING >> LAWN SPORTS >> HOCKEY >> TRAVEL CLUB >> VOCAL ARTS ENSEMBLE >> THE 

SHEPHERD YEARBOOK >> TENNIS >> ONE OF THE TOP 50  CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS >> 65 YEARS  OF EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION >> 100%  GRADUATION & ACCEPTANCE RATE >> 4  HONORS         

ACADEMIES >> 22  ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES >> 1ST  IN THE NATION TO OFFER >> A COMPLETE DIGITAL TEXTBOOK LIBRARY >> MORE THAN  11,000  ALUMNI >> CHAMPIONSHIP ATHLETIC 

TEAMS >> AWARD-WINNING DRAMA CLUB >> MASS OFFERED DAILY >> HYBRID CURRICULUM OF BLENDED COURSES >> AMBASSADOR’S CLUB >> CAMPUS MINISTRY >> ART CLUB >> BASKETBALL 

>> CAREER EXPLORERS >> GOLF >> MATH HONORS SOCIETY >> CHESS CLUB >> SWIMMING >> HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  >> GAMING CLUB >> SOCCER >> MOCK TRIAL >> CRUSADER NEWSPAPER >> 

BUSINESS INVESTMENT >> CROSS COUNTRY  >> BOOK CLUB >> CRUSADERS FOR LIFE >> DEBATE AND FORENSICS >> CHORUS >> LACROSSE >> MU ALPHA THETA >> DRAMA CLUB >> FOOTBALL >> 

STEP >> FORWARD
de�ne your future.

www.stepinac.org>> WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 2 PRESENTATIONS  @  6PM & 7PM

SUNDAY OCTOBER 27 PRESENTATIONS  @  1PM & 2PM

JOIN US FOR AN
OPEN HOUSE

Discover what sets Stepinac apart, one graduate at a time.

>>

GREGORY BAYNARD
CLASS OF 2019

With the Honors Academy
program, I feel like

I have already completed a
college major in engineering. 

I know I will be more than
ready for Cornell’s

School of Engineering, 
the highest rated Engineering 

program in the Ivy League.

A
R

C
H

BISHOP STEPIN
A

C
  >>H

IG H  S C H OO
L >>

Mixed-Use Project Proposed for One Water St. Gets Planning Board Push
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Westchester County has approved two 
vendors to focus on the Westchester County 
Airport (HPN) master plan supplement and 
its related airport community engagement 
program – Merchant Aviation and Arch 
Street Communications.

For the supplement, Merchant Aviation 
will provide a thorough and comprehensive 
picture of the economic value and 
environmental impacts of the airport both 
on- and off-site, and a new vision for the 
airport as a transportation resource. 

For the Community Engagement 
Program, the contract has been awarded to 
Arch Street Communications charging them 
with educating and involving the public in 
the supplemental master planning process.

In May, after public comment where the 
business community, environmentalists and 
the general public contributed comments, 
the Westchester County Department of 
Planning issued a request for proposals 
(RFP) to supplement the Westchester 
County Airport master plan and associated 
environmental impact study.  The RFP 
incorporated public recommendations and 
focused on economic issues, environmental 
concerns and overall safety at the airport.

“The airport is an important part of 
our County. We must have a plan for this 
unique transportation resource, said 
County Executive George Latimer. “My 
administration made a commitment to 
complete a supplemental master plan to 
address the full scope of activities at the 
airport, ensure we have a full environmental 
review and Board of Legislators approval 
of the final document. Our goal is to help 
businesses and area residents, while also 
protecting the environment – a balance I am 
confident we can strike. I am pleased we are 
another step closer to having a supplement 
to the master plan, and for having the public 
be an integral part of this plan.”

The County Executive made a 
commitment to look at the airport operations 
and their impacts and develop a new vision 
for the airport based on greater participation 
of the public. The supplement will add to 
the master plan with additional analysis of 
the airport, particularly with respect to the 
physical conditions of the airport property, 
buildings and infrastructure, additional 
analysis of noise and other impacts of the 
airport, and the local and regional economic 
impact of the airport. The supplement 

will also explore additional alternatives 
for improved safety and performance and 
reduced environmental impacts. However, 
there will be no expansion of airport 
operations.

Arch Street Communications is 
certified with the state and the federal 
government as Women Business 
Enterprise (WBE). Arch Street will also be 
contracting with Morales  Communications 
a  Minority Business Enterprise (MBE), 
and Front Line Communications a MBE 
and  Service Disabled Veteran Owned 
Business (SDVOB).

Going forward, the tasks to be completed 
include: 

Evaluating the airport as a unique 
resource and economic generator for the 
county and region.

Developing and evaluating alternatives to 
improve operational safety and efficiency of 
the airport, including facility modifications 
and modernizations as necessary.

Evaluating and developing alternatives 
to continue to improve environmental 
performance at the airport.

Implementing a robust public engagement 
program, throughout the planning process. 
The public engagement program will utilize 
a wide variety of methods to engage the 
public.

Preparing an environmental impact 
statement for the proposed actions as 
appropriate pursuant to the New York State 
Environmental Quality Review Act and its 
implementing regulations (SEQR). Updating 
the Airport Layout Plan at the end of this 
analysis, after review with the County.

Quick Facts: 
Westchester County Airport

·  697 acres
·   Dedicated February 13, 1945
·  20 aircraft hangars
·  188 based single engine & light twin 

engine aircraft
· 94 based corporate jets
· 442 average landings/takeoffs per day
· 161,146 total airport operations (2017)
·  1485 full time employees, 440 Part 

Time, 9 Temporary
· $735 million in economic activity 

generated (2012 Study)
· 6,328 jobs +/- are directly or indirectly 

related to the Airport (2012 Study)
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Developer, Residents Face Off Over Proposed Sterling Avenue Subdivision
continued from page 1

out and look at it,” which he acknowledged 
several Board members said they had.

Dalton and several other neighbors on 
Orchard Parkway said they were concerned 
about the integrity of the 120-year-old 
retaining wall and how it and several old 
large trees on the site would withstand the 
redevelopment.

That retaining wall plays a key role in the 
structural integrity of the property where 
the ground steeply slopes.

The developer said they had looked at the 
wall and determined that below ground level 
it was sturdy. Steinmentz said a statement 
would be prepared to clarify this point, but at 

the suggestion of Common Councilmember 
Nadine Hunt-Robinson, a Fisher Hill 
resident, a report was requested.

Speaking during the hearing Hunt-
Robinson said she had several concerns 
regarding the safety of the roads in the 
immediate area and suggested the developer 
could have done more outreach to the 
community before finalizing a plan. She also 
said, “it’s not all about profit. It’s about the 
character of our city. One of the things that 
make our city such a drawing point – it’s 
not just the downtown – but there are 24 
neighborhoods that circle the downtown.”

The public hearing was adjourned to 

October 15, but before closing Ioris said 
that it was his opinion as one member of the 
Planning Board that “the Board must use 
a different set of glasses (from the general 
community) to view the proposal and that 
there seemed to be a lack of understanding 
of the criteria we have to work within.”

“We will apply the criteria and will try to 
solve the problems the neighbors brought 
up,” he concluded.

White Plains Man 
Convicted of Threaten-
ing Greenburgh Town 
Supervisor
continued from page 1

private cemetery. The content of the three 
emails was identical, but each contained 
a different subject line: “Human Rights 
Education;” “Letter to the Ugly Dumb 
Jew;” and “Letter to the Parasite.” Among 
other things the writer used profanities and 
directed numerous Anti-Semitic slurs to Mr. 
Feiner. The final sentence bore this threat: 
“You better run and hide you stupid f--king 
jew (sic). We are coming for you and your 
family,” signed by “Anti-Zionist.” Although 
the emails did not have the defendant’s 
name, an investigation led to Timothy 
Goetze as the sender. 

In court, the defendant’s sole defense 
was on First Amendment/free speech 
grounds. The Court ruled against that theory, 
stating that the emails were not mainly 
political statements; rather the content 
was largely a personal attack on Supervisor 
Feiner and his family and constituted a “true 
threat.” 

The case was prosecuted by Assistant 
District Attorneys Shameika Mathurin of the 
White Plains Branch and Laura Forbes of the 
Investigations Division of the DA’s Office.
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By Neal Rentz

The history of African-America dates from 
the beginning of slavery to the 21st Century.

In recognition of their centuries of 
achievements in music, The Ethical Café 
presented “400 Years of African-American 
Music in America” on Sept. 20 at the Ethical 
Culture Society of Westchester in White 
Plains. The event included a wide selection 
of music genres from 1619 to the present, 
such as Plantation Folk Music of the 1600’s, 
Sacred Music, music from 1819 to 1919 that 
were the roots of Blues, Jazz and Spirituals, 
and several genres from 1919 to the present 
including Gospel, Protest, Hip Hop and 
Rap. Much of the music performed live was 

accompanied by the spoken word including 
poetry and words about the history of the 
various music genres. Recordings of classic 
African-American music of the past were also 
presented.

Ossining resident Bart Worden, the clergy 
leader for the Ethical Society, explained about 
how last week’s event came about. “The 
Ethical Society’s been [focusing] on anti-
racism work for a good number of years,” he 
said. Earlier this year the Society screened 
a documentary about Josiah Henson (1789-
1883), who was an author, minister and 
abolitionist who was born into slavery. 

Greenburgh resident Judith Beville 
and her sister, Lynn, who came to see the 
documentary, and others worked with Worden 

on programs highlighting the 
cultural contributions made 
by African-Americans over 
the past four centuries. “Our 
thought was it would be good 
to just bring lots of people 
together for something that was 
entertaining and educational,” 
Worden said. “That’s how the 
Ethical Café sprung to life.”

Other efforts to recognize the 
history of African-Americans 
have been taking place locally. 
“Doing some research last year 
I decided to create this project 
called ‘The 400 Years Project: 
A Countywide Collaborative.’ 
And we call it a countywide 
collaborative because we have 
people on our committee from 
all over the county,” Judith 

Beville, who provided spoken word, including 
poetry readings, during the event, said. 
“We have brought together a multi-cultural, 
diverse group of individuals who have a 
sincere interest in research and informing 
and educating the public about the truth with 
regards to the contributions that African-
Americans have made to Westchester and 
into this country.” 

The group has been meeting since January 
to plan events both with the Ethical Café and 
with other organizations, she noted. The 
events have attracted people who look like 
“the cultural mosaic of Westchester,” she 
said.

Yonkers resident Lynn Beville, sister of 
Judith Beville, provided narration explaining 
the different periods of African-American 
history to honor their musical contributions 
“and the cross pollination of the musical 

contributions” in America and abroad, she 
said. 

Peekskill resident Yao Lawrence 
Cunningham said he joined the 400 
Year organization several months ago. 
Cunningham performed on the bass during 
last week’s event. “It’s important for people 
to know where we came from and where 
we’re going,” he said. African-Americans 
experienced slavery for 250 years and 
following Reconstruction after the Civil 
War went through the Jim Crow period and 
segregation, he said. 

African-American music encompasses 
such genres as Jazz, Rhythm and Blues and 
Ragtime, Cunningham said. “If you listen to 
Led Zeppelin or if you listen to the Rolling 
Stones they will tell you that they got a lot of 
their material from Mississippi Bluesmen out 
of the delta,” he said. 

Four Centuries of African-American Music Celebrated in White Plains

The Lester Harper Trio and speakers Lynn Beville (left) and her 
sister, Judith, were among those who participated in “400 Years 
of African-American Music in America,” which was held on Sept. 
20 at the Ethical Culture Society of Westchester in White Plains.

Ossining resident Bart Worden, the clergy leader for the Ethical Culture Society of Westchester, at the 
Sept. 20 event.

Be among the first in Briarcliff Manor to experience what it means to live every day The Artis Way! 

Learn more by calling 877-287-3715 or visiting  
www.TurnToArtis.com/Examiner

WELCOME CENTER: 520 North State Road, Suite 101, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510 
COMMUNITY LOCATION: 553 North State Road, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510 

A New Kind of Memory Care
is Coming to Your Neighborhood

If you find yourself helping a family member with more and  
more of the things they used to do for themselves, let us help!

Get to know The Artis Way: Exceptionally customized and  
respectful Memory Care in a cozy, neighborhood setting.

NEAL RENTZ PHOTOS
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Are you concerned about speeding near 
local elementary schools? 

The Lee F. Jackson School (part of the 
Greenburgh Central school district), town 
of Greenburgh and Xposure after school 
program are involving kindergarten students 
in the effort to encourage safe and slower 
driving in school zones. 

Motorists are supposed to drive 20 mph 
near schools but many motorists drive faster. 

Xposure Foundation Inc. and the Xposure 
Greenburgh Afterschool Program have 
donated 150 designed and printed tee shirts 
featuring the 20 MPH Safe Driving message 
to children attending the Lee F. Jackson 

School. The students received their tee 
shirts last Thursday.

The shirts are being worn by Kindergarten 
students on their way to and from school.

This back to school safety initiative is 
a collaboration of efforts by Greenburgh 
Town Supervisor Paul Feiner, GCSD 
Superintendent, Dr. Tahira A. DuPree 
Chase, Lee F. Jackson Principal Patricia 
Simone, Lina Amendola, and the Xposure 
Greenburgh Afterschool Program.

“A shared priority on safety underscores 
our collective focus on the overall well-being 
of the children of Greenburgh,” said Dr. 
DuPree Chase.

“In order to educate the whole child, we 
need to ensure that they are safe first,” 
added Simone.

Scott Schindler, a creative director, 
developed the idea for the Safe Driving 
shirts because he was concerned that cars 
were traveling far faster than the speed limit 
on many roads near schools. Scott felt that 
a bold reminder of the speed limit on the 
backs and fronts of runners tee shirts would 
get drivers attention and encourage them to 
reduce their speed. If a motorist sees a child 
with a tee shirt, the cars may slow down.

“Supervisor Feiner proposed the initiative 
last spring. Donating the printed tee shirts 

was our way of saying thank you to the 
Greenburgh community,” said Ray Thomas, 
Executive Director Xposure Foundation Inc.

To broaden the reach of the campaign, 
Xposure Foundation Inc. is extending the use 
of the direct to garment printer to print more 
of the shirts to any school or organization 
interested. The cost to purchase the printed 
shirts is a $4 donation per shirt, which 
includes a donation letter. Donations will be 
used to support the Xposure Greenburgh 
After-school program. If you are interested 
in purchasing shirts, send an email 
to:  Rthomas@XposureSchools.com  and 
write Safe Driving in the Subject line.

 

Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul Feiner in a 20 
MPH Speed Limit tee shirt.

     
Lottery 

Application Deadline: 

October 9, 2019
       Lottery 

         Date: 

  October 16, 2019

Fair and Affordable Rental Apartments
For Seniors 55+

Carmel, Putnam County, New York

Spacious one-bedroom apartments starting at $1,043 
and two-bedroom apartments starting at $1,245. 

Maximum incomes as follows: 1-person $52,290;  
2-person $59,780; 3-person $67,270; 4-person $74,690.

■  Central air conditioning
■  Gas heat and hot water included
■  Private patios and balconies
■  Central laundry facilities
■  Fitness room

Wilder Balter
P A R T N E R S  I N C.   

For information contact: Housing Action Council
914-332-4144 :www.housingactioncouncil.org *hac@affordablehomes.org

Student Tee Shirts Encourage 20 MPH Speed Limit in School Zones

SMALL NEWS 
IS BIG NEWS

HELP WANTED
SR. TRADE ANALYST

Purchase, NY. Implem research/
analysis for int’l trade in  

nutritional products, pricing & 
strategies. BA + exp  

w/ research. Mail resumes: 
Maypro Industries,  

2975 Westchester Ave,  
Purchase, NY 10577.
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By Neal Rentz

Yorktown resident Ed Lachterman knows 
first-hand the health benefits of massage.

Lachterman, who serves on the Yorktown 
Town Board, said last week he has health 
problems that have been aided through 
massage. He has herniated discs and 
bulging discs. Massage has not only helped 
alleviate his pain, it has also has helped to 
align his body, Lachterman 
said. Massage is “much 
better than pain killers,” 
he said. “It’s a tremendous, 
tremendous help.”

For the past year-and-
a-half Lachterman and his 
wife, Carol, have been the 
owners of the Elements 
Massage franchise in White Plains, which 
originally opened five-and-a-half years ago. 
“I did it because I believe in massage,” he 
said. 

The main focus of his business is 
therapeutic massage, Lachterman said. “So 
we focus on issues that you may have. So, 
I’m a perfect candidate. If I were call to make 
an appointment the front desk staff, our 
wellness member associates, are going to 
ask some questions to see what my needs 
are. Do I like a deep pressure massage or a 
deep tissue massage or do I want something 
lighter?  Do I have any problem areas?” 

Another question asked by his staff is if a 
person does much exercising, he said. “We 
have somebody who is a personal trainer who 
understands some of the aches and pains you 
may have from that,” he said. “They can gear 
the massage to what your needs are.”

Some of the treatments use essential oils, 
such as lavender, to accentuate the massage, 
Lachterman said. “Those help your body in 
a recovery mode or a relaxation mode,” he 

said. “Essential oils actually 
will break through the blood 
barrier rather quickly.”

Lachterman said he receives 
massages at his business, 
including one for about 75 
minutes last week. 

Lachterman explained why 
massage is so effective. “When 

you have issues with your muscles you 
actually have your muscles manipulated to 
help loosen them up and straighten them 
out,” he said. “I get severe muscle spasms 
in my shoulders. In my neck alone I have 
four herniations and two bulges. So there are 
times when everything is just pulling in my 
neck. To have someone work the muscles, 
release the tension and loosen it up, helps 
the rest of your body.”

“I’ve gone into the massage room with my 
pain level at an eight or nine out of 10 which 
is really, really kicking you. You feel it. It’s 
hard to concentrate, hard to focus, hard to sit, 

hard to stand, hard to lie down,” Lachterman 
said “And I’ve left virtually pain free.”

Elements Message is located at  

1 N. Broadway in White Plains. For more 
information call 914-214-9279 or visit https://
elementsmassage.com/white-plains.

Elements Massage, White Plains
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All rebates included. All vehicles are 10k per yr $2999 down plus first payment  plus bank fee and taxes and dmv. Residuals:
Terrain 5364/16614, Sierra 10764/24068 and Acadia 8964/23240. Not responsible for typographical errors. Tax & reg extra.  Ends 6/30/14.

By Neal Rentz
Yorktown resident David Goldes 

entered the frozen confections business 
when he opened a Rita’s Italian Ice in 
Elmsford five years ago. Two years later 
he decided to branch out by opening a 
new Rita’s in Yorktown.

 “A friend of a friend” recommended 
that he enter the ice and frozen custard 
business in Elmsford, Goldes recalled 
last week. “It seemed like a good deal. 
There were no Rita’s in New York at 
the time. I think it was a good business 
opportunity.” 

Goldes said he chose to open his 
second Rita’s in Yorktown because “I live 
here. I want to be part of the community.”

Rita’s is named after a wife of a 
Philadelphia firefighter who opened 
the first store on her front porch of her 
home in 1984, Goldes said. “They grew 
the franchise exponentially in the ‘90s,” 
Goldes said. There are 625 Rita’s in the 
United States. 

“It’s a people friendly business. People 
love it,” Goldes said. “There’s something 
about Rita’s that is just indescribable. It 
keeps them coming back. There’s nothing 
like it anywhere.”

Rita’s offers ices and frozen custard in 

a variety of variations. In the summer the 
store offers frozen lemonade, which is a 
mixture of the lemon ice and another ice 
of the customer’s choice. There are also 
shakes and sundaes, as well as Mistos 
(a blended ice and custard drink) and 

Blendinis (ice and frozen custard mixed 
with a topping). 

Gelatti, which is two layers of frozen 
custard surrounding a layer of ice, is the 
store’s most popular item, Goldes said. 

Goldes said frozen custard “has a 

higher egg and butterfat content, more 
so than ice cream. It is served at a 20 
degree temperature and it’s not as frozen 
as ice cream.” 

Rita’s products are all natural, Goldes 
said. The fruit ices are flavored with 
real fruit, he said.  The frozen custards 
and ices are made daily at the store and 
whatever does not see within 36 hours of 
being made is tossed out.  

One of the major features of the 
Yorktown Rita’s is its charitable work. 
Rita’s throughout America have donated 
a total of $3.5 million to the Fund of 
Hope which is paying for the travel 
expenses for children with cancer and 
their families this year.

“We firmly believe that it’s important 
for business to give back to the 
community,” Goldes said. “We do a lot 
of fund raising, anything to help out the 
community because your community is 
your business.”

The Yorktown Rita’s Italian Ice is 
located at 1881A Commerce St. For 
more information, call 914-302-7711 
or visit ritasfranchises.com. The store is 
closed every year from December through 
February. 

NEAl RENTz PhOTO
Rita’s Italian Ice in Yorktown.

Rita’s Italian Ice
Yorktown

Businesses

of the Week

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO

Elements Massage was opened in White Plains five-and-a-half years ago and has been owned by 
Yorktown resident Ed Lachterman and his wife, Carol, for the past year-and-a-half. Shown above, 
from the left are: Deborah Reese, a wellness member associate; Ed Lachterman, Michael Johnson, a 
massage therapist and Keva Pittman, a massage therapist. 

EDP PREMIER TEAM TRYOUTS  
High School Age Players 

Dates: 09/28, 10/05, 10/19,10/26
 Times: 

9:30 to 10:30 AM - Girls 2005, 2004, 2003
10:45 to 11:45 AM - Boys 2005 & 2004

12 to 1:15 PM - Boys 2003 & 2002

 Location: WUFC Training Center
Address: 715 Bedford Road, Bedford Hills, NY 10507

Bedford Green Shopping Center - Behind CVS 
Register Today: www.westchesterunitedfc.com

Advertise in The White Plains Examiner 914-864-0878 
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Editor-in-Chief

 We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best to 
print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy
 We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor. Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints.  Letters are subject to 
editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 
attacks. Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. Th e White 
Plains Examiner requires that all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address  and contact information. 

Pat Casey
pcasey@theexaminernews.com

Editor-In-Chief

Th e City of White Plains has released 
a Request For Proposals (RFP) for the 
White Plains Transit District. Th rough 
this RFP the City will solicit interest from 
qualifi ed parties in the re-development 
of three city-owned properties and one 
Urban Renewal Agency parcel totaling 
approximately 4.5 acres. Th e parcels 
are located along the easterly side of 
the White Plains Metro-North railroad 
station within what is known as the White 
Plains Transit District. 

Th is project represents a signifi cant 
re-development opportunity for the 
City. It also presents an opportunity 
to enhance pedestrian connections 
between the Transit District and adjacent 
neighborhoods, including Battle Hill, 
Fisher Hill and Ferris Avenue, as well 
as reinforce the existing Main Street 

connection to the downtown core. 
Th e RFP specifi es that all development 

concepts must be consistent with the six 
primary community-driven planning 
principles developed through the Transit 
District Strategic Plan process, including: 
Bike/Pedestrian Improvements, 
“Placemaking,” Open Space, Density, 
Economic Development, and Parking. 

In December 2016, the City released 
the White Plains Transit District Strategic 
Plan, which encompasses the area one-
third of a mile around the White Plains 
Metro-North Station. Th e district also 
includes the Westchester County Bee-Line 
TransCenter Bus Terminal, and multiple 
stops as well as the eastern terminus 
of the Lower Hudson Transit Link Bus 
Rapid Transit from Rockland County to 
White Plains. 

Th e fi nal Strategic Plan, background 
studies, presentations, and public 
comments are available for download at 
the White Plains Transit District website: 
www.wptransitdistrict.com. 

In June 2017 the City released a Request 
For Expressions of Interest (RFEI) for the 
Transit District. Th e responses received 
enabled the City to more fully develop 
its concept for the re-development of the 
Transit District. And, since 2017, over 
2,000 multi-family dwelling units have 
been approved within the district and 
Metro-North Railroad has commenced 
a $93 million train station enhancement 
project to be completed in 2020.   
   Th e RFP is available online at: cityof-
whiteplains.com/TransitDistrictStudy.
Th e deadline to submit proposals is 
Nov. 1, 2019.

Anthony Verano
Anthony “Zack” N. Verano, 89, of West 

Harrison, passed away June 4. 
He was born Oct. 15, 1929 in White 

Plains to Antonio and Mary Verano. 
Anthony served in the United States 

Navy from 1947-1951. He worked as an 
assembly line worker for General Motors 
for 42 years, and was a member of the 
VFW in West Harrison.

On Oct. 11, 1953 Anthony married the 
late Mildred Verano (nee Scatoloni) in 
White Plains.

Anthony is survived by his son Anthony 
(Marieanne) of Wappingers Falls, his 
two grandchildren Anthony P. (Ashley) 
Verano and Christa M. Verano (Michael), 
great granddaughter Kaylee M. Flynn and 
his sister Rafaela DeMarco. 

Besides his wife Mildred, Anthony 
was predeceased by his brothers Frank, 
John, and Salvatore Verano, and sisters 
Th eresa Chiaravalloti, Rosina Petagine, 
and Catherine Tirri.

Anthony was a loving husband, father, 
grandfather, great grandfather, brother, 
and uncle. He enjoyed reminiscing about 
his military past, and loved watching the 
Yankees.

In lieu of fl owers please make donations 
to a charity of your choice.

AngelaMarie Vieni
AngelaMarie Vieni of White Plains, 

passed away on June 3 at the age of 59. 
AngelaMarie was born on July 28,1959 in 
White Plains to Antonino and Dorothy 
(Franco) Vieni. 

AngelaMarie worked for many years as 
a Clerical Associate at the Maria Fareri 
Children's Hospital in Valhalla. She had 
since retired.

She is survived by her Father Antonino 
and her brother Frank Vieni of Myrtle 
Beach, S.C., and her sister Dorothy. 

She was predeceased by her mother 
Dorothy.

In Lieu of fl owers, if you would like 
to make a contribution in her memory, 
please make a donation to the Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital, 1 Woods Rd. 
Valhalla, NY 10595 or a charity of your 
choice. 

Th omas Parker Lewis
In loving memory of Th omas Parker 

Lewis, author and publisher, who passed 
from this life on June 2 in White Plains at 
age 82 aft er a long illness. 

His works include the young readers’ 
favorites Hill of Fire, Clipper Ship, Call 
for Mr. Sniff  and additional titles. 

Mr. Lewis attended Milton Academy 
(class of 1953), Princeton University, and 
Columbia University where he received 
his B.A. in American history. He also 
pursued graduate studies at Columbia, 
following the receipt of his Bachelor’s 
degree. 

He served from 1956 to 1959 in the U.S. 
Army 82nd Airborne Division. 

For 20 years he helped manage the 
Library Promotion Department at Harper 
& Row, publishers, later Harper Collins, 
aft er which he formed his own company, 
Pro Am Music Resources. Under that 
imprint he published books by George 
Jellinek, Raymond Leppard, and other 
musicians and music historians, as well as 
his own Music and Mythology. Mr. Lewis’s 
encyclopedic knowledge of all things 
related to classical music, philosophy 
and great literature was celebrated and 
cherished by his family and friends. His 
deep love and appreciation of life, the 
natural world and the beauty of the arts 
will be greatly missed. 

Mr. Lewis was devoted to supporting 
the well being of others, by championing 
their professional projects and being a 
dear friend. He created and maintained 
working professional and support groups 
for fellow authors and community 
members. Mr. Lewis also volunteered 
at the White Plains Hospital for several 

years, providing cheer and emotional 
comfort for patients in need. He was an 
unwavering friend and his loss will be felt 
greatly by those whose lives he touched. 

He is survived by his loving family: his 
children, Abigail Lewis Stovman, Peter 
Sloan Lewis, Emily Ivins Lewis Fucheck; 
three grandchildren, Maxwell and Sophia 
Fucheck and Brandon Stovman; his sister, 
Dianne Lewis Bonney; as well as his 
former wife of 20 years, Elizabeth Sloan 
Lewis, his sons-in-law David Fucheck 
and Blake Stovman, and daughter-in-law 
Julianna Schley. His partner of 30 years, 
Karen R. Baker, preceded his passing in 
the fall of 2017.

Donations in the name of Th omas P. 
Lewis may be sent to the Michael J. Fox 
Parkinson’s Research Foundation, or to 
the Visiting Nurse Association of Hudson 
Valley, 5 White Plains Road, Suite 300, 
Tarrytown, NY 10591-9908.

Ursula La Grande
Ursula V. La Grande, devoted mother 

and loving friend, of White Plains, was 
called home on June 2, aft er a sudden 
illness at the age of 88. 

Aff ectionately known as “Dee” by all 
who loved her, she was born on Sept. 28, 
1930 of the late Anne and Joseph Palumbo 
in Brooklyn. 

Her family moved to the Bronx, where 
Dee graduated from Evander Childs 
High School and embarked on a career 
in modeling. She subsequently worked 
for R. H. Donnelly until she met and 
married the late Charles T. La Grande Jr. 
and settled in the Dunwoodie section of 
Yonkers to begin a family. Dee became 
active in St. Ann’s Church and School, 
joining the St. Ann’s Women’s Club and 
P.T.A. She was also a founding member 
of the Dunwoodie Youth Association 
and served a term as president of the 
Association’s Woman’s Auxiliary Chapter. 

continued on next page

Youth Bureau Seeks Nominees  
for Youth of the Year Award

Westchester County Association Seeks 
New Leader as Mooney Steps Down

New Playground Opens at Mattison Park, White Plains

Hate Crime Conviction in White Plains Court,  
Swastika Found in Scarsdale

The White Plains Youth Bureau is now 
accepting applications for its Annual Youth of 
the Year Award. The Award is given annually 
to a graduating high school senior, from 
either a public or private school. The award 
recognizes outstanding volunteer service 
and contributions to make a difference 

in the City of White Plains.  The award 
recipient must be a City of White Plains 
resident.  Service activities may include 
tutoring, helping the elderly, conducting 
food and clothing drives, fund raising for 
charitable programs, organizing community 
events, mentoring and coaching, etc. 

The deadline for nominations is Oct. 18, 
2019.  Application forms can be obtained at 
the Youth Bureau, 11 Amherst Place, White 
Plains. For further information, call 914-422-
1378 or email erios@whiteplainsny.gov.

The search has begun for a new 
President/CEO of the Westchester County 
Association, with the formation of a seven-
member Search Committee, chaired by Jeff 
Menkes, President & CEO of The Burke 
Rehabilitation Hospital and a key member 
of WCA’s Executive Committee and Board 
of Directors. 

Menkes announced last week that the 
committee will conduct a comprehensive 
and inclusive search in the next two to three 
months for the WCA’s new President and 
CEO to replace longtime popular incumbent 
William M. Mooney, Jr. 

Mooney will retire as of Dec. 31, 2019.
“This is an opportune time for a big-picture 

visionary to take the helm as Westchester 
County transitions into a vibrant business 
hub of the biotech, healthcare, education, 
real estate and entertainment industries,” 
Menkes said. He added that the WCA 
Search Committee “is actively seeking 
resumes from highly qualified individuals 
as the WCA begins a new chapter, with the 
goal to enhance its regional presence in the 
metro-New York, Hudson Valley regions.”

The association’s next leader will be 
expected to inspire, oversee, and implement 
new strategies to meet the extraordinary 

opportunities afforded by a changing and 
dynamic business climate.

“Our process will be thorough, 
thoughtful, and open-minded,” explained 
William P. Harrington, Chairman of the 
WCA Board of Directors. “We intend to 
conduct considerable outreach to find 
the right person to head this powerful, 
strategic organization.” He said the Search 
Committee encourages all interested 
individuals to contact John Ritacco 
(jritacco@westchester.org) at the WCA as 
soon as possible. “We want to make our 
selection from a solid, capable, diverse pool 
of highly-qualified individuals.”

Diversity matters, too. According 
to Search Committee member Aleida 
Frederico: “We believe that one of the ways 
to achieve our mission is by choosing the 
kind of leadership that understands, reflects, 
and respects the diversity of our businesses 
and the communities we serve. This 
opportunity to consider a slate of talented 
individuals to continue and expand WCA’s 
strategic objectives is truly exciting.” 

Menkes said that among the attributes of 
the successful candidate will be: a proven 
ability to fund raise; an understanding of 
the marketplace as well as the regional and 

national mega trends; strong contacts within 
the Westchester business community; 
robust management skills; sound 
judgment; prior experience working with 
boards, committees, and complementary 
organizations; and a willingness to make a 
five-year commitment to the position. 

Mooney will step down from his position 
following a planned succession. He 
recently shepherded the WCA’s years-long 
transition from a business membership 
network to a formidable driver of economic 
development in Westchester. The Blueprint 
for Westchester, developed in 2011, was a 
comprehensive advocacy campaign that 
resulted in the repurposing, reactivation, 
and redevelopment of millions of square 
feet of under- and unutilized space. The 
WCA also won passage of several market 
conduct legislation in New York State, 
leading to cost-effective efficiencies in the 
healthcare industry; and it managed the 
largest workforce development initiative 
in Westchester County’s history, the result 
of a $9.8 million federally funded grant that 
resulted in job placement in the healthcare 
industry for hundreds of Westchester and 
Hudson Valley residents, according to a 
WCA statement.

The City of White Plains will officially 
open a new children’s playground at 
Mattison Park on Tuesday, Sept. 24, at 6 
p.m. Mattison Park is located at Quinby 
Avenue and Lynton Place in the Fisher Hill 
neighborhood. 

Residents are invited to the park for a 
ribbon cutting and the playground unveiling. 
The new playground replaces an older, 

outdated playground and is fully accessible 
and inclusive for all children, ages 5-12 
years old. The playground features an array 
of play structures including slides, ramps, 
lolli-ladders, climbers, surface-level play 
features, a color-coated rubberized safety-
surface and a shade canopy.

One of the primary features of the 
playground is that it was designed to 

include equipment and materials that would 
meet the needs of children of all abilities. 
“We put much thought and consideration 
into this project and with input from the 
neighborhood, created a welcoming, safe, 
accessible and inclusive playground that 
is comfortable and user-friendly,” said 
Recreation and Parks Commissioner Wayne 
Bass. “Come out and play!”

Earlier this week, a swastika was found at 
Scarsdale High School. In the past, swastikas 
were found on street signs in the River 
Villages of Greenburgh, and in a nursery 
school in  Westchester County. Usually, the 
person who commits the act is not caught. 

Two years ago, I received threatening anti-
Semitic  emails  directed to my work email 
summarized by the  Westchester  County 
District Attorney’s office  as Aggravated 
Harassment.  The Greenburgh Police 
Department’s Detectives were exceptional. 

They identified the alleged person who made 
the threat against me and my family, and 
made an arrest. The accused pled not guilty 
after spending a night in jail and posting bail. 
This week, there was a trial in White Plains 
City Court and the individual (who does not 
live in Greenburgh) was convicted.

A special thank you to the outstanding 
efforts  and skills of the Greenburgh Police 
Department and to the Westchester County 
District Attorney’s office for their efforts 
and for successfully prosecuting the alleged 

crime.
We read, almost daily, of anti-Semitic and 

racist acts around Westchester, the Region 
and the Nation.  We should not become 
immune to acts of intolerance of any type. 

I  hope that this conviction will send a 
message to people who are considering 
threatening others that they could get caught 
and prosecuted. Even more importantly, 
I hope we can all learn to respect and 
support each other. –Paul Feiner,  
Greenburgh Town Supervisor
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Sr. Mary St. John Delany

Sr. Mary St. John Delany, RDC, a Sister of 
the Divine Compassion, died peacefully on 
Sept. 19. 

She was 95 years old.
Sr. Mary St. John was born in New York 

City on Nov. 13, 1923, the daughter of John 
and Florence Delany. She attended St. John’s 
Elementary and Good Counsel High School. 
Sister received her BA in History from Good 
Counsel College and MS from Columbia 
Teachers College. Sister also received her 
PhD from Fordham University in Language 
and Literacy.

Sister began her career in teaching at 
St. Bernard’s Elementary School in White 
Plains. She remained there for 20 years 
followed by seven years as Principal of St. 
Anthony’s School in West Harrison. Sister 
was a longtime Associate Professor in the 
School of Education at Pace University and 
also served as the faculty chair in the school. 
In 1972 she founded the Delany Center to 
help improve the developmental reading 
skills of children. Because of her outstanding 
work with so many in White Plains, Sister 
was awarded the keys to the city by Mayor 
Tom Roach in 2015.

Sister Laura Donovan, President of the 
Sisters of the Divine Compassion said, 
“Sister loved to empower children, teens 
and adults by sharing her skills that included 
teaching reading, writing, language and 
culture as well as opening the sacramental 
life to children with special needs.”

Sister Mary St. John is survived by her 
Sisters of the Divine Compassion, several 

cousins and the Haughey Family. 
Sister was predeceased by her sister, Joan 

Delany.
The funeral Mass was celebrated in The 

Chapel of the Divine Compassion, on Sept. 
23. 

Interment at Gate of Heaven Cemetery, 
Hawthorne.

Memorial donations may be sent to the 
Sisters of the Divine Compassion, 52 North 
Broadway, White Plains, NY 10603.

Robert J. Flaherty

Flaherty-Robert J., age 86, passed away 
on Sept. 15. 

He was born June 29, l933 in Boston. 
Bob graduated Magna Cum Laude in 

economics from Harvard College’s Class 
of Journalists in l955 and from Harvard 
Business School with Distinction in l961. 

Over the next 20 years he went on to 
become an award-winning journalist for 
Forbes Magazine for which he wrote 33 cover 
stories, two shy of their all time record. Next, 
he became Editor and Chairman of Equities 
Magazine, which he ran with his late wife 
Jean Imelda Hoffman for 25 years. In 2007 
together with his son Brian as President and 
Publisher, Bob started up and was editor of 
Flaherty Financial News. 

While his investment newsletters had an 
outstanding long-run performance as ranked 
by two outside services, Bob was proudest 
of serving as past president of the New York 
Financial Writer’s Association in l978-l979, 
where he was a co-founder of its student 

scholarship program and also of its annual 
award for long-term contribution to financial 
journalism. 

Bob is survived by his five children, 
Joseph, Anne Bermudez, Brian, Doreen 
and Edward, and his four grandchildren, 
Catherine, Christopher and Michael 
Bermudez and Jennifer Flaherty. He is also 
survived by his sister Joan Berry of Naples, 
Florida.

Angela J. Marasco

Angela J. Marasco died on Sept. 13. She 
was 100 years old.

A softhearted, nurturing, caring woman 

cannot nearly begin to express how beautiful 
of a woman Angela J. Marasco was, nor does 
it give much insight to the legacy that she 
left behind. 

Angela was born in Brooklyn, on the 
wonderful day of July 16, 1919. 

Angela was the first born of four children 
by both her parents Francis D’Alessandro 
and Carlo D’Alessandro who both came from 
Italian descent. 

She greatly adored her two sisters 
Catherine McDonald and Josephine 
Bernieri as well as her only brother Charles 
D’Alessandro. 

She was happily married to Alexander 
Marasco for a wonderful and joyous 64 
years. She was a supportive sweethearted 
mother of three beautiful daughters Veronica 
Telesco, Mimi Kulinski, and Catherine Rago. 

Mrs. Marasco also leaves behind five 
grandchildren James Telesco, Gina Barroso, 
Ronnie-Ann Rago, Alexander Kulinski, and 
Chrisey Kulinski, all of which cared deeply 
for this lovely woman. She was so proud and 
felt incredibly blessed to have spent time 
with her eight great grandchildren Hunter, 
Isabella, David, Freddy, Sienna, Lucas, Mia, 
and Gianna.
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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British songwriter 
Ewan MacColl 
captured the Travelers 
best in his 1964 song, 
“Freeborn Man of the 
Traveling People,” the 
opening lines of which 
evoke what was then, 
and more so now, a 
disappearing lifestyle.

I’m a freeborn man of the traveling people.
Got no fixed abode, with nomads I have 

wandered.
Country lanes and by ways were always my 

ways.
I never fancied being lumbered.

Tinkers, Pikeys, Gypsies, Knackers – no 
lack of terms, most of them pejorative – are 
used to describe this group of Irish men, 
women and children who today number little 
more than one-half of 1 percent of the Irish 
population. Romanticized by some, reviled 
by many, they call themselves Minkiers, 
a term from their distinct language called 
Shelta. 

A more common term used today 
wherever they are found – predominantly 
in Ireland, but with populations also in the 
United Kingdom and even here in America 
– is the Travelers or the Traveling People.

And it is this transient nature that 
distinguishes them from the rest of Ireland’s 
“settled people,” those who dwell in homes 
and towns and function within mainstream 
society. 

The Travelers are a mobile group, living 

out of brightly colored caravans, many still 
horse-drawn, that roam the countryside, 
making their living from a variety of trades 
– traditionally tinsmithing, from whence the 
term “tinker” derives, or paving or general 
repair work around the home or farm. 

They keep to themselves, largely avoiding 
the established institutions of education and 
health care, with sadly detrimental effect. 
But they are free to come and go as they 
please, and it is this freedom that keeps 
them clinging to old ways that conflict with 
the more modern Irish lifestyles that have 
evolved around them.

Recently granted recognition by the Irish 
government as a distinct ethnic group, the 
40,000 Travelers in Ireland today are at a 
crossroads. With quality-of-life statistics 
dismally below the main population, many 
present-day Travelers seem more willing 
than generations past to trade the freedom 
of the road for an improved lifestyle. 

As recently as 2007, half of all Travelers 
did not live past 39 years old; 10 percent of 
the children did not see a second birthday; 
male unemployment was 73 percent; and 
illiteracy was rampant, in a country with one 
of the highest literacy rates in the world.

Where did they originate? Two long-held 
beliefs have recently been debunked. The 
first is that they are part of the Romani of 
mainland Europe, commonly called Gypsies. 
They are not with a genetic background 
distinctly Irish. The other is that they 
originated with people displaced during the 
Great Famine of 1845 to 1852. This, too, has 
recently been proven wrong. 

Genetic testing of current Traveler 

communities, as The Irish Times reported 
in 2017, reveals that separation from the 
general Irish population took place about 
12 generations ago, between the late 1500s 
and mid-1600s. From that point forward 
the group married solely within their 
own communities, developing a distinct 
genetic imprint. This was an era in Irish 
history of intense turmoil, with widescale 
disruption through war, famine, oppression 
and outright genocide by Oliver Cromwell. 
Whole communities took to the road to 
escape, some never to return to a “settled” 
life again. And from these desperate souls, 
many believe, the Travelers emerged.

I saw a Traveler caravan on a trip to Ireland 
many years ago, on the road to Dingle, and 
the memory of it lingers still. Red-painted 
wagons pulled by nimble horses; an old 
woman leaning out a half-door smoking her 
pipe; a gentle curve in the road and then 
they were gone from sight. The romance 
coexists yet with the harsh reality of a life on 
the road. The song captures the magic.

Now I've known life hard and I've known 
life easy,

And I've cursed the life when winter days 
were dawning,

But I've laughed and sung through the whole 
night long,

To see the summer sunrise in the morning.
- Ewan MacColl

Pleasantville resident Brian McGowan was 
born and raised in the Bronx and is a second-, 
third- and fifth-generation Irish-American/
Canadian, as his immigrant ancestors 

followed several paths to the New World. Reach 
him at brian.m.mcgowan1952@gmail.com or 
on Twitter (@Bmcgowan52M). To see more of 
his writing on “things Irish,” follow his blog 
“Rethinking Irish” at www.rethinkingirish.
com.
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The Travelers: Who Are They and When Did They Take to the Road?

By Brian McGowan Give  
Something 

that 
Means 

Something®

Crossword by Myles Mellor

Across
1. � is Yorktown optome-
trist will make your
sight fourteen karat, 
_____ Vision 
7. PGA part
11. Kind of soup or salad
12. Small amount
13. ______ of noodles
14. People in charge, abbr.
15. Justice Kagan of the 
Supreme Court
17. Schwartzenegger 

classic movie
20. Architectural drawing
21. Especially
22. Uncovered
24. “___ to bed”
25. It’s just for openers
26. � is new � ornwood 
restaurant will leave you 
feeling “full,” -____ North
32. It may have a big head 
33. Anxious
34. Bookie’s quote
35. Plops down

Down
1. U.S. document 
issuer
2. Winning tic-tac-
toe row
3. Inc., abroad
4. Mavericks’ city, 
on scoreboards
5. Summer, in 
Cannes
6. Pushed forward
7. Current measurer
8. Italian title
9. “Our Lady” of 
the Roman Cath. 
Church 10. A� er 
expenses
16. Volcanologist’s 
study
17. Did some 
sowing
18. “____ of the 
Lost Ark”, Harrison 
Ford movie 19. 
Goals

20. Leveled a surface
23. Fake
25. Blood group system
27. Low digit
28. Abbr. a� er a general’s 
name, maybe 29. Perp 
prosecutors
30. Spanish bear
31. Dict. o� ering
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Across

1. This Yorktown optometrist will make your 
sight fourteen karat, _____ Vision

7. PGA part

11. Kind of soup or salad

12. Small amount

13. ______ of noodles

14. People in charge, abbr.

15. Justice Kagan of the Supreme Court

17. Schwartzenegger classic movie

20. Architectural drawing

21. Especially

22. Uncovered

24. "___ to bed"

25. It's just for openers

26. This new Thornwood restaurant will leave 
you feeling "full," -____ North

32. It may have a big head

33. Anxious

34. Bookie's quote

35. Plops down

Down

1. U.S. document issuer

2. Winning tic-tac-toe row

3. Inc., abroad

4. Mavericks' city, on scoreboards

5. Summer, in Cannes

6. Pushed forward

7. Current measurer

8. Italian title

9. "Our Lady" of the Roman Cath. Church

10. After expenses

16. Volcanologist's study

17. Did some sowing

18. "____ of the Lost Ark", Harrison Ford movie

19. Goals

20. Leveled a surface

23. Fake

25. Blood group system

27. Low digit

28. Abbr. after a general's name, maybe

29. Perp prosecutors

30. Spanish bear

31. Dict. offering

Solution on page 16
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Fixtures: Getting Weird About What Stays and What Goes

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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As a realtor, I find that some home sales 
can be particularly interesting, as much for 
the small details as well as the big issues. 
A case in point is the subject of fixtures in 
a house for sale: What stays and what goes?

Buyers and sellers who seem perfectly 
nice and normal throughout the sales 
transaction can suddenly lose their cool 
when the seller asks at the last minute that 
a modest chandelier over a kitchen table be 
excluded among the fixtures included in the 
sale.  

“Oh no, you don’t,” the buyer might say, 
“it wasn’t excluded in the listing!” And the 
fight begins.  

This scenario happened to me a while 
back. The seller had forgotten to discuss the 
chandelier’s exclusion with his listing agent. 
It was a very ordinary fixture, surely one not 
worth fighting about. 

“But we bought it early on in our 
marriage,” the seller protested to his agent. 
“Our family gathered under it every morning 
at breakfast, every night at dinner.” 

But my buyer didn’t relent. I appealed to 
his better judgment.

“That chandelier is an inexpensive Tiffany 
reproduction,” I argued, “and couldn’t have 
cost more than $100. I’ll buy one that’s more 
than twice its quality as a closing gift for 
you.”

“No, I want that one,” he said. 
Just prior to this incident I had heard a 

story about how the sale of a home was lost 
because the seller had changed her mind 
about leaving her washer and dryer with 
a house because those particular models, 
with which she had fallen in love, had been 

discontinued. She didn’t want to risk her 
emotional health with trying another brand.  

With this sale, it looked 
as though it was going to 
come to a showdown. Oh, 
my goodness, I declared, 
you’re going to risk losing a 
house over a cheap kitchen 
chandelier? See reason here, 
I admonished the buyer. 

Sanity finally prevailed 
and the seller was allowed to 
keep the fixture to which he 
was so strongly attached.  

Shortly after that 
experience, I was involved 
with another dispute – and 
you guessed it – it also 
involved lighting fixtures. 
This time it was in a gorgeous 
historic home. The seller had 
affixed the highest-grade wall 
sconces and chandeliers you 
could imagine in every room, 
all quite appropriate to their 
18th century surroundings. 
There were oohs and aahs 
over every one of them in 
every room. Only after an 
offer was made following the first showing, 
did I make the inquiry of the seller’s agent 
about exclusions. Sure enough, the lighting 
fixtures were “available for sale.” My buyers 
were not happy and neither was I.

Give yourself a test. Which of the following 
items wouldn’t normally be included as 
fixtures in the sale of a home: built-in stereo 
system; electric garage door opener; wall-to-

wall carpet; built-in microwave oven; water 
heater; dishwasher; built-in stove; drapes; 

refrigerator; and washer and 
dryer?

You are correct if you 
answered that the last four 
items are not included. All 
the others are automatically 
included since they are 
attached and have become 
fixtures.

The literature on the 
subject is somewhat 
simplistic. For instance, 
lumber sitting by the side of 
a house is personal property 
because it is not permanently 
attached to the structure or 
the land. Therefore, it is not 
included in a home’s sale 
price; however, when that 
lumber is nailed or bolted 
together to become a fence, 
the wood fence is a fixture 
attached to the land and is 
included in the sale.

Oddly, while the examples I 
gave about chandeliers would 
identify them as fixtures, 

their light bulbs are not permanently 
attached to the structure so they remain 
personal property. Very few sellers remove 
their light bulbs from the light fixtures 
(as they are entitled to do) unless it’s a 
particularly contentious sale. (When I sold 
my first home, I ended up hating my buyer 
so much that I removed every light bulb 
from the house and every roll of toilet paper 

from the bathrooms. Hopefully, I’ve matured 
since then.) 

If a home seller wants to exclude a fixture 
from the sale, it must be specifically itemized 
and excluded in the sales contract.

When a dispute arises, whether or not an 
item is included in a home sale, it is accepted 
practice that courts favor the buyer over the 
seller, the tenant over the landlord and the 
lender over the borrower. 

Well, I guess we all know where we stand 
in such battles. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and founder 
of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. (www.
PrimaveraPR.com) specializing in lifestyles, 
real estate and development. To engage the 
services of The Home Guru and his team to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-2076.
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A Challenge: Grapes You May Not Have Experienced Before

Support Connection’s 
Annual Support-A-Walk 

for Breast & Ovarian  
Cancer 

 

 Sunday Oct. 6, 2019 
 

WALK WITH US  ~  DONATE TODAY   
Be part of a community that cares! 

 

www.supportconnection.org 
 

914-962-6402 ~ walk@supportconnection.org 
 

Proceeds fund Support Connection’s 
Free Breast & Ovarian Cancer Support Services 

Bring help & hope to people fighting breast & ovarian cancer! 

Support Connection is a 501 (c) (3)  
not-for-profit organization. 

We do not receive funds from Relay for Life,  
 Making Strides, Susan G. Komen,  

or any other national cancer organization.

  

 

Friday, September  27 - 8pm 

Beloved daughter of Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz relives her musical theatre 
past which includes the Broadway productions of They’re Playing Our Song, 
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels and Pippin. 

Throughout the 
winemaking world 
many indigenous 
grapes have been 
marketed and 
consumed strictly 
in-country and have 
only recently reached 
our shores. Let’s go 

exploring.
First, the backdrop. There are literally 

thousands of grape varieties cultivated 
around the world. Italy claims nearly 
2,000 and Spain over 600. This glorious 
proliferation is unnecessarily confusing 
to those of us already intimidated when 
confronted with multiple choices at our 
favorite wine shop. (Gewürztraminer and 
Grüner Veltliner? How can I appreciate a 
wine I can’t even pronounce?) 

I’ve distilled my examples to a select 

few, with no criteria other than personal 
preferences. And I’m going to focus on two 
countries – Italy and Spain.

In Italy, Tuscany reigns supreme in the 
minds of Americans, and Sangiovese is 
still the benchmark for most American 
consumers. However, wines from other 
regions are developing a devout following. 
Let’s explore three grape varieties.

First, in the southeast 
region of Campania there 
has been a resurgence in 
winemaking. The grape 
variety that has gained 
significant attention in 
the United States is the 
Aglianico (ah-LYAH-nee-
koh). These lusty, rustic 
red wines exhibit great 
balance with subtle plum 
flavors and earthy, chocolaty characteristics. 
I will be traveling to this region shortly. 

The second grape is also from Campania, 
a white grape that merits your attention. 
The Fiano grape produces a gold-hued wine, 
with appealing aromas of apples and pears. 
Full-bodied but crisply acidic, there is real 
personality here in a well-balanced table 
wine that drinks well on its own or with light 
pork or poultry dishes. 

There are two other notable Campanian 
white grapes gaining prominence in wine 
circles: Falanghina (FA-lan-GHEE-nah) and 
Greco di Tufo. 

I have a personal attachment, both 
historically and financially, to the Irpinia area 
and will be travelling there this week. When 

I return, I’ll report on my vineyard, winery 
and tasting experiences in Irpinia and a local 
winery, Cantine Ciani.

Third, the Lagrein grape (lah-GRINE). It 
is produced in the Trentino-Alto Adige region 
in the extreme northeastern foothills of the 
Alps – so extreme that the locals still speak 
German, a testament to the fact that until 
1919, this area was part of Germany. The 

wines are a voluptuous 
dark ruby red with a nose 
of blackberries and plums 
and well-balanced acidity. 
These wines pair well with 
simple red meat dishes. 

On to Spain. There 
are about 20 primary 
varieties grown in Spain’s 
numerous regions. The 
red grape that is most 

familiar to the American consumer is the 
Tempranillo, but it is being challenged by 
the growing popularity of other red grapes, 
notably Monastrell and Garnacha varieties. 

Monastrell, grown in the southeast 
regions, of which the primary local area is 
Jumilla, produces wines with aromas of 
black cherry and blackberry and soft, chewy 
tannins. These wines are robust, ready to 
drink upon release and are well-priced in the 
$10 to $15 range. 

Garnacha (a cousin of the French Grenache 
grown in the Rhone Valley) is deeply colored 
with velvety textures and flavors suggestive 
of raspberries, with a distinctively peppery 
impact. A real fruit bomb, yet with a subtle 
balance. 

There are a number of exotic-sounding 
Spanish white wines as well. My candidate 
is the Hondarrabi Zuri grape. This grape 
is grown in the northern Basque region of 
Spain. The local wine produced from this 
grape (in a blend) is called Txakoli. This is 
a wine that will make your taste buds stand 
at attention and then leave you salivating for 
more. Fresh and young, refreshing in body 
and balance, with aromas of tropical fruit and 
citrus, this white wine pairs well with most 
fish dishes.

So there you have it. When you’re 
putting together your life-list of things to 
experience, add “Grapes I’ve Never Heard 
Of.” And then update your bucket-list of 
“Places to Visit Before I Die” with the 
locales we’ve explored today. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident.  For over 20 years he has 
conducted wine tastings and lectures. Nick is 
a member of the Wine Media Guild of wine 
writers. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach  him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the
Grapevine

‘When you’re 
putting together 

your life-list 
of things to 
experience,  

add Grapes I’ve 
Never Heard Of.’



September 24 - September 30, 2019 13www.TheExaminerNews.com

The Examiner is happy to help spread the word about your community event. 
Please submit your information at least three weeks prior to your event to 

pcasey@theexaminernews.com. For a full listing of the upcoming week's events, 
visit www.theexaminernews.com and click on Happenings.

Renowned Singer-Songwriter Tom Chapin Performs in Free Noonday Concert

Tuesday, Sept. 24

A Reading and Conversation With 
Brenda Shaughnessy. The acclaimed 
poet will launch the new season of Durst 
Distinguished Lectures. Shaughnessy is 
the author of five highly regarded poetry 
collections, including  “The Octopus 
Museum,”  “So Much Synth” and  “Our 
Andromeda,” which was a finalist for the 
Kingsley Tufts Award, the International 
Griffin Prize and the PEN Open Book 
Award. Her writing has appeared 
in  “Best American Poetry,”  “The New 
Yorker,” “Poetry  Magazine,”  “Paris 
Review,”  “O  Magazine” and other 
prestigious publications. Purchase College 
Music Building Recital Hall, 735 Anderson 
Hill Rd., Purchase. 4:30 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-251-6550 or visit  www.purchase.edu/
academics/school-of-humanities/lectures/
durst-distinguished-lectures. 

Wednesday, Sept. 25

Farmers’ Market. Downtown 
Farmers’ Market on Court Street in White 
Plains. Hours of operation each Wednesday 
are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Noonday Concert. Downtown Music at 
Grace 30-minute concert. Downtown Music 
at Grace will present a program of songs 
and music performed by Grammy-award 
winning musician Tom Chapin, in his second 
appearance at Downtown Music.  12:10 p.m. 
The concert will be held in Grace Church, 33 
Church St., White Plains. 

Lunchtime Meditation. A weekly 
meditation program. Brief beginning 
instruction will be followed by meditation. 
No experience or special equipment needed. 
A guest instructor will lead the program the 
first Wednesday of each month; 12:15 to 1 
p.m. White Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave., 
White Plains. 

Which Craft Wednesday. Use our 
colorful collection of nail polish to turn your 

fingers into works of art. For students in 
grades 6 and up on a first-come, first-served 
basis. 4 to 5 p.m. White Plains Library.

“Yto Barrada: The Dye Garden.” 
Barrada, an internationally-acclaimed 
Moroccan-French, multimedia artist and 
winner of the 2019 Roy R. Neuberger Prize, 
will present his works This will be the first 
time that the exhibit, which originated at 
the American Academy in Rome, will be 
seen in the United States. It includes film, 
video, photography, sculpture and hand-dyed 
textiles that are inspired by the artist’s family 
history, Islamic tradition and the legacy of 
Western colonialism. Neuberger Museum of 
Art, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 12 to 
5 p.m. $5. Seniors (62 and up): $3. Children 
(under 12), museum members, Purchase 
students, faculty and staff and the first 
Saturday of each month for all: Free. Exhibit 
continues through Dec. 22. Exhibit hours 
are Wednesday through Sunday 12 to 5 p.m. 
and until 8 p.m. during school. Info: 914-251-
6100 or visit www.neuberger.org.

Thursday, Sept. 26 

“Angst.” Cognitive and Behavioral 
Consultants (CBC), a leading Westchester 
and Manhattan-based clinical and wellness 
center, and Fusion Westchester, are 
presenting a screening of this 56-minute 
film and virtual reality experience exploring 
how anxiety impacts lives. Preceded by 
refreshments followed by the screening 
and a Q&A and panel discussion by CBC 
co-founders Dr. Lata McGinn and Dr. Alec 
Miller. CBC Schwartzberg Training Center, 
Suite 704, 1 N. Broadway, White Plains. 
Refreshments at 6 p.m. Screening at 6:30 
p.m. Free. RSVP required. Info and RSVP: 
Contact Elizabeth Sorensen at 914-285-9036 
or e-mail esorensen@fusionacademy.com.

Friday, Sept. 27

Attracting and Supporting Pollinators. 
Learn how to accommodate pollinators in 
the ways you maintain your gardens and 

landscapes in a three-class special event. 
Experienced instructors Barbara Fischer, co-
founder of Go Native U; Kim Eierman, founder 
of EcoBeneficial; and Sarah Kornbluth, the 
bee database project researcher for the 
American Museum of Natural History, will 
talk about the native plants that sustain bees 
and other pollinators; how to create valuable 
habitats; and how to  recognize different 
bee species and their nesting habits. 
Landscape architects can earn up to six 
credits. Westchester Community College’s 
Classroom Building, Room 100 (use parking 
lot #4), 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. $55 for each class. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-606-
6830 ext. 1. 

Westchester Photographic Society: 
Photo Competition 1B. Members compete in 
digital competitions in color and “open mind.” 
Critiqued by a professional judge.  Must be 
at least 18 years old to attend. Westchester 
Community College’s Technology Building, 
Room 107, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 8 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-827-5333 or visit www.
wpsphoto.org.

Lucie Arnaz’s “I Got the Job!” Songs 
From My Musical Past. The beloved 
daughter of Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz, 
Lucie Arnaz relives her musical theater past, 
which includes the Broadway productions 
of  “They’re Playing Our Song,” “Dirty 
Rotten Scoundrels”  and  “Pippin.” White 
Plains Performing Arts Center, 11 City 
Place, White Plains. 8 p.m. Tickets start at 
$37. Info and tickets: 914-328-1600 or visit 
www.wppac.com.

Saturday, Sept. 28

Farmers’ Market. Downtown Farmers’ 
Market on Court Street in White Plains. 

Death Café Westchester. Facilitated 
by local volunteers, this forum offers an 
opportunity to come to a nonjudgmental, 
friendly gathering to discuss end of life. Group 
founder and moderator Barbara Sarah, an 

oncology social worker and Goldens Bridge 
resident, has organized dozens of death cafés 
in Westchester and Ulster counties. Death 
Café Westchester is part of the international 
Death Café movement, designed to increase 
awareness of death with a view to helping 
people make the most of their finite lives. 
This is a discussion group, not counseling 
session for those actively grieving. Coffee 
and snacks provided. Katonah Village, 
Library, 26 Bedford Rd., Katonah. 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Free. Info: Visit 914-232-3508 
or visit www.DeathCafe.com.

Animal Evidence. There are many ways 
to study animals without physically seeing 
them. Animals leave all sorts of evidence 
behind to let us know that they were there. 
Come put your scientist skills to the test by 
joining a naturalist on a search for animal 
evidence and meeting some of our animal 
collection. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: 
$5. Non-members: $8. Info: 914-723-3470 or 
visit  www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.usic 
and special events.  Hours of operation each 
Saturday are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Opening Reception for “The Chair 
Show.” An exhibit that explores the 
creativity, forms and art  of seating.  Chairs 
give shape to the ways in which we rest 
and recreate ourselves in private or inhabit 
“seats of power” in public.  As supporting 
players of day-to-day existence, focal points 
of ceremonies or revered objects of spiritual 
and sacred spaces, chairs are invested with 
diverse meanings and purposes. Includes 
sculptural, conceptual, functional and 
dysfunctional forms of seating, as well as 
paintings and installations inspired by chairs. 
Meet and greet the artists and light bites and 
beverages. ArtsWestchster, 31 Mamaroneck 
Ave., White Plains. 3 to 5 p.m. Free; 
donations welcome. RSVP encouraged. 
Info: Visit www.artswestchester.org. RSVP: 
E-mail lhanley@artswestchester.org.

continued on page 19

Renowned Singer-Songwriter Tom Chapin Performs in Free Noonday Concert
CLAUDIA LIBOWITZ PHOTO

Downtown Music at Grace will present 
a program of songs and music performed 
by Grammy-award winning musician 
Tom Chapin, in his second appearance at 
Downtown Music. Wednesday, September 
25 at 12:10 p.m.  

With 26 recordings and hundreds of 
songs in his repertoire, Tom Chapin serves 
up a seasoned mix for an intergenerational 
audience of all tastes: story songs, ballads, 
comedic and political songs, family music, 
sing-alongs, old-time folk classics and a 
favorite song or two by his late brother 
Harry. Tom accompanies himself on guitar, 
banjo and autoharp in a varied program 
curated by Bob Sherman, host of the beloved 
“Woody’s Children” radio show. He will be 
joined by longtime collaborator Michael 
Mark who will play bass and concertina.

Tom will entertain questions from the 
audience in a brief Q and A session following 
the concert. 

Downtown Music, voted Best Live 

Concert Venue by Westchester Magazine, 
has offered Westchester residents a rich 
array of concerts performed by professional 
musicians for 32 years.  Downtown Music 
concerts take place at Grace Episcopal 
Church, located at the intersection of Main 
Street and Mamaroneck Avenue in White 
Plains. Parking is available at either the 
Church Street or City Center garage. More 
information about this and other Downtown 
Music programs is available at www.
DTMusic.org.

Free concert. Donations are welcome. 
Downtown Music at Grace, Grace Episcopal 
Church, 33 Church Street (Main Street at 
Mamaroneck Avenue), White Plains.
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, 
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, 
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL 
AARON AT 914-235-0302

BUYING ILLUSTRATION PAINTINGS 
AND DRAWINGS done for magazine and 
book covers interiors, ads, sci-fi, pinups, 
comics, etc. Also, antique maps, posters, 
prints, autographs, archives, large postcard 
collections, certain magazines. Generous 
finder’s fees paid. mwi0729@aol.com. 914 
588-9359

ATTORNEY/ LEGAL

LUNG CANCER? AND AGE 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be Entitled To 
Significant Cash Award. Call 866-951-9073 
for Information. No Risk. No Money Out Of 
Pocket.

DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Only one signature 
required. Poor person Application included if 
applicable. Separation agreements. Custody 
and support petitions. 518-274-0380

AUCTIONS

AUCTION REAL PROPERTY 
TAX FORECLOSURES DUTCHESS 

COUNTY. Selling 100+ properties October 
8 @ 11AM. The Poughkeepsie Grand 
Hotel, Poughkeepsie. 800-243-0061 AAR, 
Inc. & HAR, Inc. Free brochure: www.
NYSAUCTIONS.com

WARREN COUNTY TAX 
FORECLOSED REAL ESTATE 
AUCTION!  Saturday, October 19, 2019. 
30+ Parcels! Registration: 9AM; Start: 
10AM Location: Warren County Courthouse; 
1340 State Route 9, Lake George, NY Visit: 
www.auctionsinternational.com. Call: 800-
536-1400

AUTO DONATIONS

DONATE YOUR CAR TO WHEELS 
FOR WISHES, benefiting Make-A-Wish. 
We offer free towing and your donation is 
100% tax deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 
Today!

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

Interested in IN-HOME BUSINESS? 
Offering businesses sales leads. Fully 
automated. Call (800) 474-5044.

BUYING/SELLING

BUYING diamonds, gold, silver, all 
fine jewelry and watches, coins, paintings, 
better furs, complete estates. We simply pay 
more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

**COMIC BOOKS WANTED! TOP 
PRICES PAID!** 30 years experience. Reli-
able and honest! Call or Text: 917-699-2496, 
or e-mail: smileLP@aol.com.  Thanks.

GOLD / SILVER WANTED

HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit 
West- chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

CABLE & SATELLITE TV

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed. No contract or commitment. 
More Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited 
Voice. Call 1-855-977-7198

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM for free 
information 866-296-7094

FINANCE

NEED IRS RELIEF $10K - $125K+ 
Get Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call 1-877-
258-1647 Monday through Friday 7AM-5PM 
PST

DENIED SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY? Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed 
for SSD and denied, our attorneys can help 
get you approved! No money out of pocket! 
855-478-2506 

FOR SALE

Privacy Hedges -FALL BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae Reg $149 Now 
$75 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE 
Installation/FREE delivery, Limited Supply! 
ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttreefarm.com

KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Sprays, 
Traps, Kits, Mattress Covers. DETECT, 
KILL, PREVENT. Available: Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, homedepot.com

HEALTH

  VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150 FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! Call Today: 800-404-0244

HELP WANTED

JOB OPPORTUNITY $18.50 P/H NYC 
$15 P/H LI $14.50 P/H UPSTATE NY 
If you currently care for your relatives or 
friends who have Medicaid or Medicare, you 
may be eligible to start working for them as 
a personal assistant. No Certificates needed. 
(347)462-2610 (347)565-6200

KITCHEN HELP FT/PT, hot/cold kitchen. 
Also, Waiters/Waitresses Experience 
preferred. Travelers Rest 914-941-7744

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY UPDATES! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 888-657-9488.

PRIVACY HEDGES -FALL BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae Reg $149 Now 
$75 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE 
Installation/FREE delivery, Limited 
Supply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-
1367 www.lowcosttreefarm.com

INTERNET AND TV

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 
Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On 
Demand (w/SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional Cost. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

   
 DISH TV $59.99 for 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. Call 
1-800-943-0838.

continued on next page
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27th Annual Parade of Homes Oct 10-13 
Corolla to Nags Head     

Tickets $10. 
Good for All 4 Days 

TOUR 17 Select  
Outer Banks 

 Preview: obhomebuilders.org   
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SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $99.97/mo. Fastest 
Internet. 100 MB per second speed. Free 
Primetime on Demand. Unlimited Voice. 
NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855977-7198

LEGALS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, the Putnam 
Valley Town Board will conduct a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, October 2 at 5:00 
pm. to hear comments on a proposed Local 
Law for the use of Bubbler/Aeration Systems 

in Putnam Valley Lakes: IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING the Putnam Valley Town 
Board will conduct a Public Hearing to hear 
comments on a proposed Local Law re: the 
Septic Tank Pump Out for Protection of 
Impaired and other Water Bodies Proposal 
to amend Section 90.1 IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING the Putnam Valley Town 
Board will be conducting the regular monthly 
Work Session meeting. BY ORDER OF 
THE TOWN BOARD Sherry Howard, 
Town Clerk Dated:  09-18-2019

MEETING NOTICE FOR THE 
TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY PLEASE 
TAKE NOTICE, that the Town Board of the 
Town of Putnam Valley will hold their Town 
Board Work Session Meeting on October 2, 
2019 at 5:00 PM. The Regular Town Board 
Meeting will be held on October 16, 2019 at 
6:00 PM. There will be no meeting held on 
either October 9th or October 23rd,  2019 
unless necessary.  Sherry Howard, Town 

Clerk Dated:  09-19-2019

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over 
a million families find senior living. Our 
trusted, local advisors help find solutions 
to your unique needs at no cost to you. 
Call: 1-800-404-8852

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off and 0% 
financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-877-763-2379

REAL ESTATE

FARM LAND LIQUIDATION New 
York Vermont Border 16 acre to 62 acre 
parcels starting at $49,900 open and wooded, 
abundant wildlife, financing available (802) 
447-0779

TAG SALE

September 27th & 28th - 10 AM to 3 
PM TAG SALE. Jewelry, household items, 
art work, baked goods & much more. Mount 
Kisco Fox Senior Center, 198 Carpenter 
Ave. (behind 200 Carpenter Ave.), 
Mount Kisco.

continued from previous page

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129
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D O N AT E  YO U R  C A R 
Wheels For Wishes

benefiting 

* 100% Tax Deductible                                                            

* Free Vehicle Pickup ANYWHERE                                

* We Accept Most Vehicles Running or Not                                                        

* We Also Accept Boats, Motorcycles & RVs

WheelsForWishes.org

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs or financial information, 
call (213) 948-2000 or visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

Call:(914)468-4999

Make-A-Wish® 
Hudson Valley

 Backed by American Standard’s 
140 years of experience

 Ultra low entry for easy 
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be ­ rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628) To Place a Classifi ed Ad 

Call 914-864-0878 
or e-mail classifi eds@
theexaminernews.com

Classifi ed Ad Deadline is 
Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication
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The Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze Back for Record 49 Nights

continued from previous page
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DEMAND JUSTICE

CLERGY ABUSE ATTORNEY HOTLINE 800-444-9112

Victims of sexual abuse by 
Catholic clergy or by authority 
figures at school have rights.

NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY LAW HAVE 
EXTENDED THE TIME PERIOD IN WHICH TO FILE 
YOUR SEXUAL ABUSE CLAIM. ACT NOW TO GET 

YOUR CLAIM TIMELY FILED.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING
DOUGLAS & LONDON, P.C. 59 MAIDEN LN, 6TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, NY 10038

THE MATTHEWS LAW FIRM, PLLC, 244 5TH AVENUE, SUITE 2882, NY, NY 10001
MAIN OFFICE: 2905 SACKETT STREET, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77098

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

By Rick Pezzullo

Halloween is just around the corner, 
and for the last 15 years The Great Jack 
O’Lantern Blaze at Van Cortlandt Manor in 
Croton-on-Hudson has wowed hundreds of 
thousands of visitors.

Presented by Historic Hudson Valley 
(HHV), the Blaze, which features more 
than 7,000 illuminated jack o’lanterns -- all 
designed and hand-carved on site by a team 
of artisans -- will make memories for a 
record 49 nights.

The electrifying fun began on Sept. 20 and 
will continue until Nov. 30, utilizing more 

than 200,000 pounds of pumpkins.
Attendance at the Blaze, widely acclaimed 

as one of the nation’s best fall extravaganzas, 
has increased 870% since it debuted in 2005. 
Last year, more than 180,000 visitors walked 
the carefully crafted path. This year, more 
than 250,000 people are expected to enjoy 
the Halloween season at the Blaze and other 
events in the area.

Creative Director Michael Natiello leads 
a small team of Historic Hudson Valley staff 
and local artists who carve. In addition, more 
than 1,000 volunteers help scoop and light 
the pumpkins. 

New creations this year on the grounds 
include the Sleepy Hollow Headless 
Horseman Bridge and a Museum of Pumpkin 
Art. Returning favorites include the Pumpkin 
Zee Bridge, Pumpkin Carousel, Statue of 
Liberty, aquatic creatures, medieval castle 
and signs of the zodiac.

The leisurely walk is accompanied by a 
spooky soundtrack created by musician, radio 
personality and Halloween fanatic Richard 
Christy. The new tracks, plus soundtracks 
from Blaze: The Soundtrack Volume I & 
II are available as digital downloads and 
streams from iTunes, Amazon and Google 
Play.

The Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze Shop 
offers a full bounty of Blaze-specific 
merchandise such as candles, hats, T-shirts, 
magnets, caps, mugs and jewelry.

In addition, Café Blaze, by Geordane’s of 
Irvington, offers culinary treats, including 
soup, veggie chili, muffins, pumpkin cookies 

and cider. Adult beverages available are wine 
by the glass, hard cider from 1911 and beer 
from the Elmsford-based Captain Lawrence 
Brewing Company.

Timed tickets to the Blaze can only be 
purchased on-line at www.hudsonvalley.org. 
Tickets start at $23 for adults and $17 for 
children (ages 3-17). Tickets for children two 
and under and HHV members are free. For 
more information, call 914-366-6900.

Historic Hudson Valley also has other 
Halloween-themed shows in the area. 
Horseman’s Hollow, back for a spine-tingling 
10th year, transforms historic Philipsburg 
Manor in Sleepy Hollow into an 18th 

century village driven mad 
by The Headless Horseman. 
Award-winning makeup and 
costume designers and a 
40-member cast of actors put 
on an interactive, terrifying 
experience with state-of-art 
special effects. 

Horseman’s Hollow is held 
16 nights (Oct. 4-6; 11-13; 18-
20; 25-27; 31 and Nov. 1-3). 
Online tickets are $22 ($28 
on Saturdays). Visit www.
hudsonvalley.org.

The Unsilent Picture, based 
on the Washington Irving 
story “The Adventure of the 
Mysterious Picture,” was shot 
on location at Van Cortlandt 
Manor in Croton. The 
theater experience is held at 
Philipsburg Manor throughout 

October. Online tickets are $15 for adults 
and $10 for children.

Other events are The Sleepy Hollow 
Experience, an interactive performance 
at Washington Irving’s Sunnyside which 
features professional musicians and singers; 
Home of the ‘Legend,’ a family-friendly 
daytime event at Sunnyside that includes a 
spooky tour of Irving’s home, a scavenger 
hunt, storytellers and other games; and 
Irving’s ‘Legend,” where master storytellers 
Jonathan Kruk and Jim Keyes offer dramatic 
readings of Irving’s classic tale, The Legend 
of Sleepy Hollow.
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By Rob DiAntonio

Coming off a three-goal loss 
to Mahopac, White Plains’ girls 
soccer team responded with a 3-0 
win over visiting Ossining last 
Wednesday.

White Plains sophomore Julieth 
Valesquez, who netted two goals, 
got the Tigers off to a fast start by 
scoring less than a minute into the 
game. 

“Right before the whistle blew, 
we said that we need to put this 
game away quick,” White Plains 
coach Meaghan Chase said. “We 
need to score quick and they did it. 
They listened.”

With four minutes left in the first 
half, senior Isabel Saville sent in a 
cross off the Ossining goalie and 
Valesquez finished on the rebound. 
The Tigers led 2-0 at halftime.

Ossining came out on the 
aggressive to start the second half 
but the Tigers’ defense buckled 
down to keep them off the board. 
Katie McAteer, a junior, headed the 

ball out of danger on a corner five 
minutes into the second half.

“We actually have one of our 
key defensive players (Charlotte 
Saville) out right now with a bad 
injury,” Chase said. “Katie moved 
back to the center back position not 
really having a lot of experience. 
She just dominated.”

Sophomore Alexa Galligani 
gave White Plains an insurance 
goal when she deposited the ball 
into the top right corner of the net 
midway through the second half. 
McAteer had the assist.

Keren Hazi, a senior goalie, 
made eight saves in net.

It was the Tigers’ strongest 
offensive output of the season. 
Their other two wins, against 
Arlington B and Ursuline, were 
both by 1-0 scores.

“This was a good boost for the 
girls,” Chase said. “This is good for 
our confidence.”

On Monday, Sept. 16, White 
Plains lost to host Mahopac, 4-1.

“Early on in the season, it 
was a good game to play because 
they’re so advanced,” Chase said. 
“We took a lot away from it. We 

did film and they were watching 
the game. Moving forward, we 
have a lot that we know we can 
work on in practice and in games. 
We were happy with the overall 
performance because [Mahopac] 
is such a tough team. They have 
a really good reputation. The girls 
knew that it was very early in the 
season and we still have a lot to 
work on.”

The Tigers fell to rival 
Mamaroneck 1-0 at home last 
Friday to drop their record to 3-3.

White Plains next takes the 
field when they welcome league 
opponent Horace Greeley for a 
4:30 p.m. game on Sept. 24. They 
then travel to SUNY Purchase to 
take on Port Chester in another 
league game at 3:45 p.m., Sept. 26.

“We played Ossining early on last 
season and we tied them,” Chase 
said. “To come out right away with 
this win, it looks really good for us. 
I’m really hopeful for this season. 
Our biggest competitor in our 
league is Greeley and we lost 1-0 
(in the first meeting on Sept. 5). 
We’re looking forward to playing 
them again.”

White Plains Tops Ossining, Falls to Rival Mamaroneck                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 

The

Allison Jara congratulates Alexa 
Galligani on her second half goal.

Alexa Galligani controls for White 
Plains.

White Plains’ Isabel Saville controls the ball at midfield.
ROB DIANTONIO PHOTOS

Julieth Valesquez pushes the attack 
up the field. Allison Jara, right battles for possession.
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By Albert Coqueran

The Stepinac Football Home Opener 
mirrored the results of their two road 
wins to start the 2019 season. Stepinac 
overpowered St. Peter’s Boy’s High School, 
48-14, on Saturday, at Stepinac High School. 
In the Crusaders initial three games this 
season; they have outscored opponents 
124-35.

However, the difference in the Crusaders 
Home Opening win in relation to their first 
two wins this season, was that they not only 
conquered by air but by land as well.

Quarterback Joey Carino’s air attack 
in the first two games totaled 21-of-33 
passes for 496 yards and eight touchdowns. 
Although, the Crusaders rushing game was 
responsible for only two touchdowns and 
297 total yards. 

In the previous game, Carino connected 
for a remarkable 12-of-16 passes for 221 
yards and five touchdowns, as the Crusaders 
routed Chaminade, 42-7. On Saturday 
versus the Eagles, Carino completed a 
mere 6-of-12 passes for 72 yards and only 
one touchdown. But the Crusaders ground 
game flourished, while gaining 229 yards on 
20 carries and scoring five touchdowns.

“We just corrected the run game a little 
this week. Kevin McKenna, Mekhi (Green) 
and Kyle Benjamin they all got going,” 
acknowledged Carino, who contributed as 
well, while rushing for 32 yards and one 
touchdown.

The Crusaders offensive line, led by 
junior center Matt Dilullo, senior tackle 
Michael Tartaglia, senior guard Amari 
Broady and senior guard Ajani Cornelius, 
displayed significant progress in the game 
against Chaminade. 

This gave Head Coach Mike O’Donnell, 
Offensive Coordinator Joe Venice and Run 
Game Coordinator Ken Barger the perfect 
opportunity to fine tune their running game 

before archrival Iona Prep comes to town 
for a showdown this weekend. 

Most of the damage on the ground against 
St. Peter’s was inflicted by senior running 
back Mekhi Green, who rushed for 71 
yards and two touchdowns. “Obviously, the 
offensive line got better last week and that 
was the difference. The Coaches told us this 
week we wanted to establish our running 
game,” said Green.

Besides a 21-yard touchdown sprint by 
Michael Politi to start the second quarter, 
nothing was working for St. Peter’s. 

Furthermore, when they tried to get their 
team motivated it just backfired. Both of 
Green’s scores came as Stepinac capitalized 
on two failed onside-kick attempts by the 
Eagles.

Also, at 7:39 of the second quarter St. 
Peter’s Head Coach George Mahoney 
decided to take a gamble; the result was a 
Crusaders TD. The Eagles had fourth down 
on their own 29-yard line with less than one 
yard for a first down and went for it. The 
Crusaders defense, which has been stellar 
in all three games, held.

Thirty seconds later running back Kevin 
McKenna pounded his way through the 
Eagles defense for a 17-yard touchdown 
making the score 21-6. 

Then all the momentum swung the 
Crusaders way when middle linebacker 
Da’vaine Cushnie intercepted a pass and ran 
to the one-yard line of the Eagles. Carino 
did the honors and snuck over for the TD. 

Last week against the Flyers, the 
Crusaders scored 21 unanswered points in 
the first quarter. This week it was a second 
quarter blowout, as the Crusaders scored 
28 unanswered points, including backup QB 
James McCauley giving Cushnie his due 
with a 30-yard touchdown strike. 

At this point of the season, the Crusaders 
appear unbeatable. But do not tell that 
to Head Coach O’Donnell. “The season 
really starts right now. In our division with 
Iona, Cardinal Hayes, Christ the King, St. 
Anthony and Monsignor Farrell, you can lose 
every single week,” stressed O’Donnell. 
“Getting ready to play in November is 
what’s important. These first three games 
didn’t count as far as the rankings. Now 
it’s important to put yourself in the right 
spot for the home games in the playoffs,” 
emphasized the Crusaders Head Coach.

Iona Prep will be the first of the 
aforementioned challenges for the 
Crusaders. Who could forget the 
performance last season of Crusaders 
running back Malik Grant, the last time 
these two arch rivals met on the gridiron? 
Grant ran for 392 yards on 38 carries and 
scored three touchdowns, as Stepinac beat 
Iona 37-26, in the CHSFL AAA Semifinals. 

Both teams come into the game 
unblemished at 3-0. It is a new season but 
the same intense rivalry. The Gaels visit 
Stepinac to play in the Joseph R. Riverso 
Memorial Game, on Saturday, Sept. 28, at 
1:30 p.m. Better get there early; even the 
coin toss will be exciting!

EX AMINER SPORTS

The Crusaders Keep Marching - Down Eagles 48-14

St. Peter’s workhorse junior running back Kaiwan Taylor (center) scrapped for 89 yards on 23 carries 
against Stepinac, in the Eagles 48-14 defeat on Saturday. The Crusaders defense has played tough in 
the initial three games while relinquishing only 35 total points. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS

Stepinac QB Joey Carino (#12) and wide receiver Myles Walker congratulate running back Mekhi 
Green (#6) after scoring his second touchdown in the game on a 40-yard run in the third quarter. The 
Crusaders went on to trounce St. Peter’s, 48-14, in their Home Opener, on Saturday.

Stepinac senior middle linebacker Da’vaine Cushnie setup a touchdown in the second quarter by 
intercepting a pass in St. Peter’s territory and running the ball back to the Eagles one yard line. 
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By Rob DiAntonio

White Plains found themselves in a 
difficult situation late in the first half of their 
Week 3 contest with Spring Valley. The 
Tigers were backed up inside their own 10 
while clinging to a one-touchdown lead.

It was White Plains’ air attack that set 
up a pivotal score. Senior quarterback Ben 
Finkel found fellow senior Josiah Harris and 
he sprinted up the left sideline on a 77-yard 
reception to get the Tigers down to Spring 
Valley’s 6. A few plays later, Finkel scored 
from three yards out and Christian Young 
made the two-point conversion to send the 
Tigers into halftime up by two touchdowns.

White Plains went on to pull off a thrilling 
35-21 road win over host Spring Valley last 
Friday night to move to 3-0.

“That pass to Josiah near the end of the 
first half was a huge turning point for us,” 
Finkel said. “It had been a bit of a shootout 
with Spring Valley making big plays on 
special teams. Having the long play to Josiah 
really helped us swing the momentum of the 
game in our favor. The resulting touchdown 
gave us a little bit of a cushion going into the 
half which was big momentum wise.”

Finkel, who threw for 211 yards in the first 
half alone, finished 19 of 33 on pass attempts 
for 313 yards and three passing touchdowns. 
He also ran for a touchdown. Harris had eight 
catches for 129 yards and two scores. Elijah 
Pierre caught five passes for 132 yards and 
a touchdown.

The Tigers took an early first quarter 
lead when Finkel hit Harris on a screen pass 
for a 10-yard touchdown. But Spring Valley 
returned the ensuing kickoff to the 29 and 
they later scored to tie the game up.

After converting a fourth down in Spring 
Valley territory on their next possession, 
Finkel fired a 19-yard touchdown pass to 
Harris. The Tigers led 14-7.

“Our offensive line did an amazing job 
giving us time, which allowed us to do so 
well in the first half through the air,” Finkel 

said. “Along with the receivers being great 
play makers, the combination made us very 
dynamic.”

But Spring Valley answered again when 
Jaquan Chambers returned the kickoff  
90 yards for a touchdown to tie the game  
at 14-14.

White Plains responded when a number 
of players contributed to an eventual 
touchdown. Caleb Gillens ran a short kickoff 
to the Spring Valley 46. Finkel found Pierre 
on a pass to get to the 30. Chris McGuire 
then broke multiple tackles after a catch to 
get to the 6 and Young scored to give White 
Plains a 20-14 lead.

“I think a huge key for us in the first half 
was our mental preparation,” Finkel said. 
“We knew it was going to be a battle so 

we all made sure we knew our keys, reads 
and blocks so we could come out strong. 
The O-line handled the overload blitzes 
beautifully which allowed us to get the balls 
into the receivers’ hands and let them do 
their thing.”

White Plains then received the touchdown 
run from Finkel and ensuing two-point 
conversion run by Young to go into halftime 
leading 28-14.

After a scoreless third quarter, Spring 
Valley threatened to score early in the fourth 
but Harris’ interception at the 2-yard line 
nullified that.

With four minutes left in the game, Finkel 
sent a high pass to a wide-open Pierre, who 
caught it and did the rest, jetting 83 yards for 
the insurance touchdown.

“Our success against Spring Valley really 
came down to our focus and togetherness,” 
Finkel said. “We really played as a team 
and family and that’s what helped us stay 
together till the end and thrive.”

Spring Valley scored once more with 
under two minutes to play.

White Plains has a tough Week 4 match-
up on its hands when it travels north to 2-1 
Arlington for a 6 p.m. game on Friday night.

“Arlington is going to be a huge game,” 
Finkel said. “They’re a great team and we’re 
going to have to be disciplined and focus on 
the little things this week. Preparedness is 
key for us. We’re all really excited for the 
hard work from this offseason to be paying 
off and we’re just looking forward to keeping 
it going and having fun.”

EX AMINER SPORTS

White Plains Defeats Spring Valley on Road to Move to 3-0

Christian Young and the Tigers are on the road again when they travel to Arlington on 
Friday night for a Week 4 contest.

ROB DIANTONIO PHOTOS
White Plains quarterback Ben Finkel threw for 313 yards and 
three touchdowns in a 35-21 road win over Spring Valley.

continued from page 13

Hiplet Ballerinas. The first featured 
event in the Smart Arts Program’s NuWave 
Dance series. Hiplet™ (pronounced hip-
lay) is an innovative dance form. Evolution 
meets revolution as traditional ballet 
classical pointe techniques are infused 
with African, Latin, hip-hop and urban 
movements. Performances combine the 
rhythms of African drums with Tchaikovsky, 
arabesques and beat-boxing and even Tango 
en pointe – all while showcasing Hiplet's 
trademark sass, hip movements and struts. 
Audiences will recognize the popular music 
from Black Violin to Beyoncé and Prince. 
Hiplet founder Homer Hans Bryant has 
trained a wide range of internationally 
known figures from Lady Gaga to the 
Obamas. Westchester Community College’s 
Academic Arts Theatre, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. 8 p.m. $28. Students: $26. Children 
(under 13): $18. Info and tickets: 914-606-
6262 or visit www.sunywcc.edu/smartarts. 
Tickets may also be purchased at the box 

office 30 minutes before showtime. 

Sunday, Sept. 29

Westchester Walk to End Alzheimer’s. 
Join the fight for the first Alzheimer’s 
survivor. SUNY Purchase’s West Lawn, 735 
Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. Registration 
at 8:30 a.m. Ceremony at 10 a.m. Walk at 
10:20 a.m. Info and registration: Visit www.
westchesterwalk.org.

Ronald McDonald House Hosts Walk 
& Family Fun Day. Ronald McDonald 
House of the Greater Hudson Valley will 
host the 5th annual Dylan J. Hoffman 
Memorial Walk & Family Fun Day to benefit 
critically ill children and their families. After 
the walk, families and friends can enjoy 
activities including wacky inflatable bounce 
houses, the Bubble Bus, BASF Kids Slime 
Lab, music by DJ Johnny G, Bookmark 
Buddies, face painting, pet therapy dogs, 

Lego Mania, a barbecue by the Yonkers Fire 
Department and much more. Crawford Park, 
122 N. Ridge St., Rye Brook. Registration 
and warm up at 10 a.m. Walk at 10:30 a.m. 
$30 donation per family. Info and advance 
registration: 914-493-6455 or visit www.
rmh-ghv.org.

Gold Star Mothers’ Day. A day of 
recognition to honor those who have lost a 
son or daughter while serving in the United 
States Armed Forces. Kensico Dam Plaza, 1 
Bronx River Parkway, Valhalla. 3 to 5 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-231-4033.

The Energy of the Holidays: A 
Secular Approach. Rabbi Frank Tamburello 
leads the exploration of Rosh Hashana on 
this topic.  Sponsored by the Westchester 
Community for Humanistic Judaism 
(WCHJ), the event will include music 
with the WCHJ chorus plus two noted 
singers, Ellen Mittenthal and Michael 

Iannucci, accompanied by Professor Ruth 
Levy-Shudroff. Followed by refreshments 
and socialization. Community Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation,  468 Rosedale 
Ave., White Plains. 6 p.m. Free; donations 
welcome. Info: Contact Dmitry at 914-713-
8828 or e-mail visit info@wchj.org.
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White Plains Girls Soccer 
Beat Ossining with 3-0 Win 

Coming off a three-goal loss to Mahopac, White Plains’ girls soccer team responded with a 3-0 win over visiting Ossining last Wednesday. Pictured: Tigers’ 
Julianna Battaglia looks to push the ball up the field. For more on White Plains Girls Soccer see page 17.

ROB DIANTONIO PHOTO


