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By Ed Perratore

Westchester County in January 
reduced penalties for possessing up 
to two ounces of marijuana, and New 
York State’s new law decriminalizing 
possession of similar amounts takes 
effect later this month. A new poll 
from Siena College also shows New 
Yorkers favoring marijuana legalization 
55% to 40%, so you might think most 
residents are on board for the state 
to follow 11 others that have fully 
legalized recreational marijuana.

But police officials in the county, and 
across the state, have not budged on 
their position: Proceed with caution. 

Extreme caution.
It isn’t only that Governor Andrew 

Cuomo surprised police departments 
across the state with his declaration, 
last December, that legalizing 
recreational marijuana was among the 
top goals for his third term. It’s that 
the police want no further steps toward 
state-sanctioned cannabis without a 
broad discussion—involving them and 
other stakeholders, such as medical 
professionals—that addresses their 
many doubts.

Following the governor’s declaration, 
the New York State Association of 
Chiefs of Police issued a statement 
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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Two hundred-five summer campers 
were visited by Macaroni the Clown 
at the Youth Bureaus Bits N Pieces 
Summer Camp last week at Church 
Street School in White Plains. The 
auditorium was filled with laughter and 
fun as “Macaroni” performed juggling, 
rope tricks, and disappearing acts. The 
annual program was sponsored by 
Grandpas United.

By Neal Rentz

Gun safety legislation signed into law last 
week by Gov. Andrew Cuomo was praised by 
elected officials, just days before the country 
was rocked yet again by two incidents 
of mass gun violence in Texas and Ohio 
occurring within 24-hours of each other. 

Cuomo signed legislation to establish up 
to a 30-day waiting period for individuals 
who are not immediately approved to 
purchase a firearm through the National 
Instant Criminal Background Check System. 
The new law also closed the statutory 
loopholes to prohibit ownership or sale of a 
bump stock.

“For too long gun violence has plagued 
communities across our nation and while 
the federal government turns a blind 
eye, New York continues leading the way 

forward to protect our families and our 
children,” Cuomo said. “By signing these 
measures into law we are strengthening our 
nation-leading gun laws - banning devices 
whose sole purpose is to create the most 
bloodshed in the shortest timeframe and 
providing law enforcement the tools they 
need to stop firearms from falling into 
dangerous hands.”

“As gun violence continues to affect 
communities across the state and the nation, 
we are advancing our efforts to strengthen 
our laws and protect New Yorkers,” 
Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul said. 
“This legislation, extending the background 
check waiting period and banning bump 
stocks, will help to ensure that firearms do 
not get into the wrong hands and bans the 
use of devices that have been used to wreak 
havoc. We are committed to building on our 
nation-leading policies to stop senseless gun 

violence and save lives.”
According to the governor’s office, federal 

law requires gun dealers to conduct a National 
Instant Criminal Background Check System 
background check on a potential purchaser 
prior to selling a firearm, which immediately 
provides the dealer with one of three 
possible notifications – “proceed,” “denied,” 
or “delayed.” In the case of a “delayed” 
response, the dealer must wait three days 
before completing the sale. The FBI may 
continue to investigate the individual past 
the three-day timeframe but oftentimes by 
the time law enforcement has determined 
that the potential purchaser is ineligible, 
the sale has already been completed. By 
extending the waiting period up to 30 days, 
law enforcement is provided with sufficient 
time to complete a background check and 
help ensure that only those eligible to 
purchase and own a firearm are able to do so, 

according to the governor’s office. 
The legislation was also lauded last 

week by Assemblywoman Amy Paulin 
(D-Scarsdale).

“This achievement has special meaning 
for me,” Paulin said. “I was an advocate 
on the issue of commonsense measures to 
prevent gun violence long before I was an 
Assemblymember. I introduced a bill on the 
safe storage of firearms at the very beginning 
of my Assembly career. Though it has been 
a long time in coming, the result is a law 
that will help prevent accidental injuries and 
deaths, particularly of children, and will also 
help prevent incidents of suicide and theft.”

“New York state law already requires 
the safe storage of rifles, shotguns, and 
handguns in households when a person who 
lives there has been convicted of a crime, 
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“We Deliver Comfort”

Mt. Pleasant Chief of Police Paul J. Oliva, 
president of the Westchester County Chiefs of 
Police Association, spoke to The Examiner.

urging the state to take its time, learn from 
the experiences of states that had opted 
for legalization, and include all appropriate 
parties in any further plans. The county’s 
chapter, the Westchester County Chiefs of 
Police Association, followed suit. “Is that 
where we really want to go? Are we really 
going to do it because other states have 
done it? That’s not necessarily the best 
answer,” said Mt. Pleasant Chief of Police 
Paul J. Oliva, the president of the county‘s 
chapter and author of its own statement.

White Plains Public Safety Commissioner 
David Chong who was also asked to 
comment said that all 42 of the county’s 
chiefs and commissioners have agreed to 
have one single spokesperson on the issue, 
the president of the county’s chapter.

The arguments of the Westchester 
County Chiefs are twofold: public safety and 
public health. And a primary disagreement 
police have with marijuana’s advocates is 
over the idea of marijuana as a “gateway 
drug” that leads to more dangerous, more 
addictive drug habits. The police insist it’s a 
gateway drug; the opposition considers that 
notion long debunked.

But in truth, today’s marijuana appears to 
be its own gateway. Many people today who 
advocate the legalization of recreational 
marijuana smoked it as teens, or in college, 
decades ago. And through the 1980s, the 
levels of tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the 
main psychoactive compound in marijuana 
that gives the high sensation, was less than 
2%. Today, the ranges of THC content in 
licensed dispensaries of states that have 

legalized marijuana are much higher than 
that, but homegrown and black-market 
products, including THC-laced edibles 
resembling desserts or candies, can reach 
near 100% THC. Besides their greater 
psychoactive effects, higher THC levels are 
much more addictive. 

Among the effects of routinely using 
today’s higher-THC marijuana, says 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, are problems with attention, 
memory, and learning, along with increased 
risk of stroke and heart disease. Another 
potential effect—of particular concern if the 
user takes the wheel—is that “...marijuana 
users are significantly more likely than 
nonusers to develop temporary psychosis 

(not knowing what is real, hallucinations and 
paranoia) and long-lasting mental disorders, 
including schizophrenia,” according to the 
CDC.

Said Oliva: “Locally we’ve had people 
overdose on marijuana edibles, which, in 
all my 30-plus years as a police officer, I’d 
never seen.”

This is what worries those concerned 
about public safety. THC levels do not 
necessarily correspond with impaired 
driving as consistently as blood-alcohol 
counts, but police sometimes can spot high 
drivers—by their slower reaction time, 
impaired judgment of time and distance, 
and decreased coordination—much the 
way they do drunks. “After alcohol,” said 
the National Institute on Drug Abuse, 
“marijuana is the drug most often found in 
the blood of drivers involved in crashes.”

And even without all-out legalization, 
there are more drivers impaired by THC, 
alone or in combination with alcohol or 
other substances. “In the past three years, 
we’re seeing an increase in arrests with 
ability impaired from marijuana,” said Oliva. 
“We’ve had accidents where marijuana was 
definitely involved, accidents with injuries 
where people smoked or ingested marijuana, 
and have had more vehicle crashes.”

The many delivery systems of THC—
joints, blunts, water pipes, edibles and 
more—further complicate how a police 
officer assesses a driver he or she has 
stopped along a highway. Unlike with 
alcohol, for instance, an officer during a 
vehicle stop cannot necessarily smell or 

measure marijuana in the driver’s breath. 
This, plus the way THC can linger in the 
blood for weeks, leads New York chiefs to 
insist that the financial impact of training 
officers to properly detect impairment 
by marijuana “could be crippling to some 
municipalities” without appropriate funding 
from the state.

Perhaps the greatest concern of both 
police organizations is the message 
legalization sends to kids, and THC’s 
particular effects on developing brains. 
Harvard Medical School cites studies 
suggesting “that when youth and young 
adults (whose brains are still developing), 
are exposed to marijuana in secondhand 
smoke, it may have permanent effects on 
executive function, memory, and even IQ.” 
Executive function helps us plan or manage 
time, evaluate ideas, finish work on time, 
and multitask.

The outcome gets worse if the teen or 
young adult is the one partaking. “Heavy 
marijuana use in adolescence or early 
adulthood,” said the American Psychological 
Association, “has been associated with a 
dismal set of life outcomes including poor 
school performance, higher dropout rates, 
increased welfare dependence, greater 
unemployment and lower life satisfaction.”

Oliva insists it shouldn’t be about tax 
revenue—or about politics. “It‘s a public 
safety issue,” he says. “Just as people 
choose to drive when they’ve been drinking, 
people will die on the roadways after full 
legalization. We need time to educate people 
about the dangers, even if one life is saved.”
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By Abby Luby

Local high school students sent a 
strong message to adults at the roundtable 
discussion “E-Cigarettes and Youth,” chaired 
by Congresswoman Nita Lowey (D-Harrison) 
last week. Their message: Here’s what we’re 
doing to stop kids vaping, but we need your 
help. 

The meeting was held at the Student 
Assistance Services Corp. in Tarrytown 
where some half a dozen teens spoke directly 
to Lowey and several high-profile experts 
from the Centers for Disease Control Office 
on Smoking and Health (OSH) as well as local 
physicians, educators, health advocates and 
youth directors. “There’s a lot of dangerous 
peer pressure on social media like Snapchat 
and Instagram,” said Meaghan Ennis of 
Pleasantville High School. “Adults don’t see a 
lot of the advertising for e-cigarettes because 
it’s hard to find. You have to dig for it and it 
shows that vaping is cool.” 

CDC’s Dr. Brian King, an expert on youth 
tobacco and e-cigarettes, said from 2017 to 
2018, e-cigarette use among high schoolers 
rose 78 percent. “New products appeal 
to kids. Advertisements, new flavors and 
nicotine — that’s the tri-fecta of factors that 
lead to the initiation of the youth epidemic. 
Schools are ground zero where e-cigs are 
being used. We are seeing signs of nicotine 
dependency.”

Congresswoman Lowey has long 
spearheaded legislation addressing addiction 
to tobacco and e-cigarettes by youngsters. 
As Chairwoman of the House Appropriations 
Committee, Lowey included an increase 
of $40 million for the Office on Smoking 
and Health in the House-passed spending 
bill for Fiscal Year 2020. The Senate is 
currently considering this legislation. 
“Every stakeholder here today is critical to 
combatting the use of e-cigarettes by kids, 
teens, and young adults,” said Lowey. “I am 
honored that members of the CDC Office on 
Smoking and Health traveled to the Lower 
Hudson Valley to collaborate with local 
physicians, educators, health advocates, 
youth directors, and students. This epidemic 
has taken hold in our community and ending 
it will be a team effort.”

Nicole Calle, a senior at Ossining High 
School told about attending a recent youth 
conference to learn how to sway teens 
away from vaping or smoking. “We learned 
how to practice drug free fun and bring that 

knowledge back to our schools,” said Calle, 
who explained that teens indulge in tobacco 
and e-cigarettes, raising their dopamine 
levels to feel good. “Those levels can go up 
naturally and you don’t have to smoke to feel 
good.” Calle was applauded when she said, 
“Teens are attracted to the vape flavors. We 
want to hold a flavor ban and get the youth on 
board with that. Kids are here to stand up for 
themselves and I hope you guys can help us 
get this epidemic out of our schools.” Lowey 
responded by saying, “This group has to 
continue to be vocal. We can’t give up. I’m so 
impassioned about this issue and I hope to get 
more money to help control this epidemic.” 

Sherlita Amler, MD, Westchester County 
Commissioner of Health passed around 
several types of e-cigarettes. She talked 
about the Tobacco 21 law passed last year 
by Westchester County Executive George 
Latimer making it illegal to sell vaping 
products to anyone under age 21. “Many 
young people don’t realize that when they 
vape, they breathe in an aerosol that can 
contain harmful substances, including highly 
concentrated and addictive nicotine, volatile 
organic compounds that can cause cancer, 
heavy metals and diacetyl, a chemical linked 
to a serious lung disease.” 

Educators on tap included Joseph Spero, 
Principal of Walter Panas High School of 
the Lakeland school district and Dr. Joseph 
Ricca, Superintendent of Schools in White 
Plains. Spero said the Lakeland school district 
considers it an infraction if a student is caught 
smoking within 100 feet of the school. “Our 
goal is not to throw kids out of school for bad 
behavior. But you also have to send a message 
that certain behaviors are serious issues. It’s 
a balance.” 

Pleasantville High School student Nya 
Pierre shared a typical scene in a boys’ 
bathroom at school. “It’s pretty sad when you 
see kids smoking in the stalls.” Pierre was 
joined by his fellow classmate Ian McKensie 
who told Lowey “a high school student could 
effectively help younger kids not to smoke. 
For younger kids that are starting to smoke 
cigarettes or are vaping, older teens are a 
good role model who could really listen.” 

Calle told of a public service announcement 
(PSA) contest whose message was to show 
students how to resist peer pressure to try 
e-cigarettes. “The videos produced in our 
school showed a teen’s point of view and how 
to help their fellow students in many different 
situations including mental health issues. It 

would be great to bring this PSA contest to 
more schools.” 

Lowey said the House Committee on 
Oversight and Reform hearing a few weeks 
ago focused on Juul, the company producing 
flavored e-cigarettes that advertises directly 
to teens.

“This is not the first hearing on this. 
We need to look at this issue from every 
perspective. The saturation of e-cigarettes 
has turned back the clock on decades 
of success in deterring underage use of 
tobacco,” Lowey said.  

Juul and other companies have marketed 
e-cigarettes without FDA approval for years 
but just a few weeks ago a judge ruled 
that e-cigarette makers have to submit 
applications for approval by the FDA by May, 
2020.  Late last year, the tobacco giant Altria 
invested $12.8 billion in Juul. Altria’s 35 
percent stake in Juul is valued at $38 billion. 

When the discussion was over, Nicole Calle 
said, “This was a great opportunity to bring 
ideas to adults who were attentive. They 
were listening and took us seriously. We hope 
they will help us make a change.”

Vaping Epidemic Growing Among Youth, Warns Congresswoman

From left to right: Ossining High School Senior Nicole Calle, Pleasantville High School Student Ian 
McKensie, Congresswoman Nita Lowey, Pleasantville High School students Nya Pierre and Meaghan 
Ennis, and Alex Alvarez.
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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All Roads Lead to

PLEASANTVILLEPLEASANTVILLE

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL $500 OFF WITH THIS AD!*

ACTIONACTION
2016 SUBARU FORESTER 107723 F201-18A 15,995.00 
2016 FORD FIESTA SE 18069 P8095 11,995.00 
2015 VW GOLF  73662 P8150 9,995.00 
2014 FORD ESCAPE  84741 P8197A 12,995.00
2014 SUBARU FORESTER 12113 19-465A 17,995.00 
2014 FORD EDGE SEL 110070 F280-19A 11,995.00 
2013 VW BEETLE CONV 50’S 58000 19VW-122A 15,995.00 
2013 CHEVY CRUZE  28102 19-349A 9,995.00 
2013 SUBARU OUTBACK 62338 P8164A 15,995.00 
2013 FORD EXPLORER 91363 P8161A 17,995.00 
2012 SUBARU FORESTER 102901 P8181 13,995.00 
2012 FORD F150 SUPER XLT 103253 P8112A 14,995.00 
2012 SUBARU OUTBACK 143943 19-303A 9,995.00 
2011 BMW 335 CONV  102140 P8167 9,995.00 
2011 SUBARU FORESTER 67423 18-054A 11,995.00 
2010 SUBARU IMPREZA 50329 P8199 9,995.00 
2010 FORD F150 SUPER LARA 64327 F288-19A 18,995.00 
2010 SUBARU LEGACY 5-SPD 104310 P8021B 8,995.00 
2008 ACURA RL  43782 19-424A 9,995.00
2005 SUBARU LEGACY 5SP 71775 P8177 5,995.00 
 

YEAR,  MAKE,  MODEL MILES STOCK PRICE

* Must present ad at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offers:  Expires 8/20/19 

Pleasantville Ford, Inc. Prestige Imports
a division of Pleasantville Ford Inc.

914.769.1800
44 & 47 Pleasantville Road • Pleasantville, NY 

www.pleasantville-ford.com

Not 
responsible for 
typographical 

errors

SALESALE

$500 OFF WITH $500 OFF WITH 

PRICE

SMALL NEWS 
IS BIG NEWS

Bronx Woman Indicted for Burglaries of Households During Funeral Services

Elected Officials Praise 
New State Gun Safety 
Legislation
continued from page 1

is subject to an order of protection or 
other factors,” Paulin said. “This law adds 
households where a child under the age of 
16 lives, or times when a child of that age 
could reasonably be expected to be visiting 
a house. Given everything we know about 
the effect a gun in the home can have on 
our children’s health and safety, and the 
many tragic stories when a firearm was left 
unattended by an adult, this law is absolutely 
necessary for keeping our kids safe.”

Latonia Shelecia Stewart, 27, was 
arraigned July 31 following a 22-count 
indictment by the Westchester County 
Grand Jury related to a series of residential 
burglaries of homes where families were 
attending funeral services. The thefts began 
in the fall of 2017 and ending in spring 2018.

The charges included six counts of 
Burglary in the Second Degree, a class C 
felony; five counts of Grand Larceny in the 
Third Degree, a class D felony; one count of 
Grand Larceny in the Fourth Degree, a class 
E felony; one count of Criminal Possession of 
Stolen Property, a class D felony; one count 
of Petit Larceny, a misdemeanor; four counts 
of Criminal Mischief in the Fourth Degree, 

a misdemeanor; one count of Possession of 
Burglar’s tools, a misdemeanor; and three 
motor vehicle violations

The indictment alleges Stewart 
burglarized the Westchester homes of 
people who were out of the house attending 
their spouse’s wake or funeral service. 
Stewart looked up obituaries online and 
targeted homes of individuals she believed 
would not be home while attending the 
decedent’s services. When the people 
returned home, they found their home 
burglarized. They reported jewelry and 
other personal property missing. At some 
of the residences, the defendant broke 
windows and glass doors to enter using 

a mallet hammer that was located under 
the seat of her vehicle when she was 
apprehended.

The charges stem from six incidents 
in Rye Brook, Cortlandt, Scarsdale, 
Irvington (Town of Greenburgh), Ossining 
and Tarrytown. She also faces charges for 
burglaries in Greenwich, Connecticut and in 
Carmel in Putnam County.

On May 1, 2018, Greenburgh Police, 
after surveiling the suspect for some time, 
observed Stewart driving away from the 
home of a deceased person. They stopped 
her car on the Sprain Brook Parkway. Inside 
the vehicle, they found jewelry in plain view. 
She also had an obituary on her cellphone. 

Her baby was in the car at the time. Police 
took her into custody and later searched her 
car and her Bronx residence finding more 
stolen items and burglar’s tools.  

Greenburgh Police and the DA’s 
Investigations Division with the assistance 
of New York State Police, Greenwich PD, 
Ossining PD, Tarrytown PD, Scarsdale PD 
and Rye Brook PD, investigated the case.

Stewart is scheduled next to appear in 
court Aug. 13.
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The Sharing Shelf Begins Backpacks to School Initiative

An Exclusive Offer For 
Examiner Readers

TV
WATCHING

MADE
EASY!

         Call toll-free:1-877-580-4817
Subscribe online: tvweekly.com/twcp

Get 10 issues for only $9.75
You save 76% off the cover price!

TV Weekly Magazine 
is your essential guide to 

finding new shows, old 
favorites, new channels or 

streaming services.
PLUS: 

Comprehensive TV
Listings

Crossword, Games, 
Trivia, Q&A & More!

Horoscope, Soaps, 
Sports & Movies

By Natalie Chun 

On Aug. 2, The Sharing Shelf began filling 
the first backpacks for its annual Backpacks 
to School initiative which plans to pack over 
1,250 backpacks this year. Volunteers filling 
the bags ranged from middle school students 
to county officials, including Westchester 
County Executive George Latimer.

The Sharing Shelf is a grassroots 
initiative, which collects and distributes new 
and gently-used clothing for low-income 
children in Westchester County. Director 
Deborah Blatt started The Sharing Shelf in 
her garage just eight years ago. Since then, 
around 11,000 children have been served and 
The Sharing Shelf is continuing to expand, 
both in impact and its location.

“We’re all about elevating the children 
and giving them more self-esteem and 
keeping them in school, that’s really critical 
to us,” Blatt said. “We know that children 
are dropping out of school, we know that 
children are not attending school, because 
they lack things as basic as clothing, socks, 
underwear.”

The Sharing Shelf achieves this by 
partnering with nonprofits, community 
groups, schools and hospitals in the county. 
Blatt uses the euphemism “care manager” 
for teachers, attorneys, caseworkers, 
therapists and others working with low-
income children and families. These care 
managers can submit requests for clothing 
to The Sharing Shelf, which puts together a 
package of clothing for each individual child. 

“We’re also making it easier for those 

working with low-income families in the 
nonprofit sector by giving them a tool to 
assist their clients with one more thing,” 
Blatt said.

Because The Sharing Shelf works through 
these care managers, they do not work 
directly with families or individuals. They do 
not have the ability to assess need, according 
to Blatt so instead, those seeking The 
Sharing Shelf’s assistance should go through 
the Department of Social Services.

“So a family in need, we would encourage 

them to contact anyone they are working 
with in DSS,” Blatt said. “Do they receive 
housing support? Do they receive food 
stamps? Contact their person at employment 
services or their person within DSS. Or, if 
they have any kind of Social Work support to 
contact that caseworker.” 

These care managers can also submit 
requests for children in need of backpacks 
from The Sharing Shelf during their annual 
Backpacks to School initiative. The Sharing 
Shelf also hosts a semi-annual Teen Boutique 

which is a free, one-day shopping boutique 
for girls aged 13-19 from families in financial 
need.

The Sharing Shelf is focused on its 
community and logs 5,000 volunteer 
hours each year. They receive donations 
from nonprofits, stores, and members of 
the community but are currently in need 
of financial support in order to continue 
bringing clothing and school supplies to 
those in need. 

“I love to see how the community steps 
forward with donations, with volunteering 
to give back, and we’re really glad that the 
Shelf can be the impetus to make change for 
children who have need in our community,” 
Blatt said.

NATALIE CHUN PHOTO
Volunteers plan to fill over 1,250 backpacks this year for The Sharing Shelf’s annual Backpacks to 
School initiative.

Give  
Something 

that 
Means 

Something®
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Editor-in-Chief

 We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best to 
print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy
 We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor. Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints.  Letters are subject to 
editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 
attacks. Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. Th e White 
Plains Examiner requires that all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address  and contact information. 

Pat Casey
pcasey@theexaminernews.com

Editor-In-Chief

Th e City of White Plains has released 
a Request For Proposals (RFP) for the 
White Plains Transit District. Th rough 
this RFP the City will solicit interest from 
qualifi ed parties in the re-development 
of three city-owned properties and one 
Urban Renewal Agency parcel totaling 
approximately 4.5 acres. Th e parcels 
are located along the easterly side of 
the White Plains Metro-North railroad 
station within what is known as the White 
Plains Transit District. 

Th is project represents a signifi cant 
re-development opportunity for the 
City. It also presents an opportunity 
to enhance pedestrian connections 
between the Transit District and adjacent 
neighborhoods, including Battle Hill, 
Fisher Hill and Ferris Avenue, as well 
as reinforce the existing Main Street 

connection to the downtown core. 
Th e RFP specifi es that all development 

concepts must be consistent with the six 
primary community-driven planning 
principles developed through the Transit 
District Strategic Plan process, including: 
Bike/Pedestrian Improvements, 
“Placemaking,” Open Space, Density, 
Economic Development, and Parking. 

In December 2016, the City released 
the White Plains Transit District Strategic 
Plan, which encompasses the area one-
third of a mile around the White Plains 
Metro-North Station. Th e district also 
includes the Westchester County Bee-Line 
TransCenter Bus Terminal, and multiple 
stops as well as the eastern terminus 
of the Lower Hudson Transit Link Bus 
Rapid Transit from Rockland County to 
White Plains. 

Th e fi nal Strategic Plan, background 
studies, presentations, and public 
comments are available for download at 
the White Plains Transit District website: 
www.wptransitdistrict.com. 

In June 2017 the City released a Request 
For Expressions of Interest (RFEI) for the 
Transit District. Th e responses received 
enabled the City to more fully develop 
its concept for the re-development of the 
Transit District. And, since 2017, over 
2,000 multi-family dwelling units have 
been approved within the district and 
Metro-North Railroad has commenced 
a $93 million train station enhancement 
project to be completed in 2020.   
   Th e RFP is available online at: cityof-
whiteplains.com/TransitDistrictStudy.
Th e deadline to submit proposals is 
Nov. 1, 2019.

Anthony Verano
Anthony “Zack” N. Verano, 89, of West 

Harrison, passed away June 4. 
He was born Oct. 15, 1929 in White 

Plains to Antonio and Mary Verano. 
Anthony served in the United States 

Navy from 1947-1951. He worked as an 
assembly line worker for General Motors 
for 42 years, and was a member of the 
VFW in West Harrison.

On Oct. 11, 1953 Anthony married the 
late Mildred Verano (nee Scatoloni) in 
White Plains.

Anthony is survived by his son Anthony 
(Marieanne) of Wappingers Falls, his 
two grandchildren Anthony P. (Ashley) 
Verano and Christa M. Verano (Michael), 
great granddaughter Kaylee M. Flynn and 
his sister Rafaela DeMarco. 

Besides his wife Mildred, Anthony 
was predeceased by his brothers Frank, 
John, and Salvatore Verano, and sisters 
Th eresa Chiaravalloti, Rosina Petagine, 
and Catherine Tirri.

Anthony was a loving husband, father, 
grandfather, great grandfather, brother, 
and uncle. He enjoyed reminiscing about 
his military past, and loved watching the 
Yankees.

In lieu of fl owers please make donations 
to a charity of your choice.

AngelaMarie Vieni
AngelaMarie Vieni of White Plains, 

passed away on June 3 at the age of 59. 
AngelaMarie was born on July 28,1959 in 
White Plains to Antonino and Dorothy 
(Franco) Vieni. 

AngelaMarie worked for many years as 
a Clerical Associate at the Maria Fareri 
Children's Hospital in Valhalla. She had 
since retired.

She is survived by her Father Antonino 
and her brother Frank Vieni of Myrtle 
Beach, S.C., and her sister Dorothy. 

She was predeceased by her mother 
Dorothy.

In Lieu of fl owers, if you would like 
to make a contribution in her memory, 
please make a donation to the Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital, 1 Woods Rd. 
Valhalla, NY 10595 or a charity of your 
choice. 

Th omas Parker Lewis
In loving memory of Th omas Parker 

Lewis, author and publisher, who passed 
from this life on June 2 in White Plains at 
age 82 aft er a long illness. 

His works include the young readers’ 
favorites Hill of Fire, Clipper Ship, Call 
for Mr. Sniff  and additional titles. 

Mr. Lewis attended Milton Academy 
(class of 1953), Princeton University, and 
Columbia University where he received 
his B.A. in American history. He also 
pursued graduate studies at Columbia, 
following the receipt of his Bachelor’s 
degree. 

He served from 1956 to 1959 in the U.S. 
Army 82nd Airborne Division. 

For 20 years he helped manage the 
Library Promotion Department at Harper 
& Row, publishers, later Harper Collins, 
aft er which he formed his own company, 
Pro Am Music Resources. Under that 
imprint he published books by George 
Jellinek, Raymond Leppard, and other 
musicians and music historians, as well as 
his own Music and Mythology. Mr. Lewis’s 
encyclopedic knowledge of all things 
related to classical music, philosophy 
and great literature was celebrated and 
cherished by his family and friends. His 
deep love and appreciation of life, the 
natural world and the beauty of the arts 
will be greatly missed. 

Mr. Lewis was devoted to supporting 
the well being of others, by championing 
their professional projects and being a 
dear friend. He created and maintained 
working professional and support groups 
for fellow authors and community 
members. Mr. Lewis also volunteered 
at the White Plains Hospital for several 

years, providing cheer and emotional 
comfort for patients in need. He was an 
unwavering friend and his loss will be felt 
greatly by those whose lives he touched. 

He is survived by his loving family: his 
children, Abigail Lewis Stovman, Peter 
Sloan Lewis, Emily Ivins Lewis Fucheck; 
three grandchildren, Maxwell and Sophia 
Fucheck and Brandon Stovman; his sister, 
Dianne Lewis Bonney; as well as his 
former wife of 20 years, Elizabeth Sloan 
Lewis, his sons-in-law David Fucheck 
and Blake Stovman, and daughter-in-law 
Julianna Schley. His partner of 30 years, 
Karen R. Baker, preceded his passing in 
the fall of 2017.

Donations in the name of Th omas P. 
Lewis may be sent to the Michael J. Fox 
Parkinson’s Research Foundation, or to 
the Visiting Nurse Association of Hudson 
Valley, 5 White Plains Road, Suite 300, 
Tarrytown, NY 10591-9908.

Ursula La Grande
Ursula V. La Grande, devoted mother 

and loving friend, of White Plains, was 
called home on June 2, aft er a sudden 
illness at the age of 88. 

Aff ectionately known as “Dee” by all 
who loved her, she was born on Sept. 28, 
1930 of the late Anne and Joseph Palumbo 
in Brooklyn. 

Her family moved to the Bronx, where 
Dee graduated from Evander Childs 
High School and embarked on a career 
in modeling. She subsequently worked 
for R. H. Donnelly until she met and 
married the late Charles T. La Grande Jr. 
and settled in the Dunwoodie section of 
Yonkers to begin a family. Dee became 
active in St. Ann’s Church and School, 
joining the St. Ann’s Women’s Club and 
P.T.A. She was also a founding member 
of the Dunwoodie Youth Association 
and served a term as president of the 
Association’s Woman’s Auxiliary Chapter. 

continued on next page
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Westchester County Police Statement on Active Shooter Incidents

Bronx Man Found Guilty of Attempted Murder in I-95 Shooting

Westchester-Putnam Council to Honor Assemblywoman Amy Paulin

Congresswoman Lowey Supports Impeachment Inquiry of Trump

Over the weekend, County Executive 
George Latimer issued the following 
statement: “In the span of hours, our nation 
once again is reeling from the news of scores 
of fellow citizens – in two separate incidents 
- being killed at the hands of a person with 
an agenda and a gun. This is not normal and 
this is not okay. To honor these victims, I 
am directing flags on Westchester County 
buildings and property to be lowered to half-
staff. We as a Country must act, we must do 
something, to stop this uniquely American 
epidemic.”

Latimer also directed the Department of 
Public Safety to increase communication with 
local police departments in Westchester and 
provide any needed support they request. 
In response, intelligence bulletins from the 
New York State Intelligence Center and 

the County Police were shared with local 
law enforcement through the Real Time 
Crime Center. RTC will continue to monitor 
developments and share that information 
with local law enforcement as needed.

Although there is no indication of any 
threats in this region, Westchester County 
Police are also assessing the need for 
increased patrols in Mount Kisco and 
Cortlandt, the two communities where the 
County Police provide municipal police 
service.

In continuation of the Department’s 
efforts to keep Westchester residents safe, 
the County Police in recent months have 
provided active shooter training for civilians 
and law enforcement. The Civilian Response 
to Active Shooter Events (CRASE) training 
has been provided to hundreds of county 

employees and citizens. Additional sessions 
are anticipated. CRASE provides practical 
guidance to increase the odds of surviving 
an active shooter event in the workplace or 
at public venues.

The County Police will continue to work 
closely with Counter-Terrorism Zone 3, 
the Westchester County Chiefs of Police 
Association and all its law enforcement 
partners on training and exercises regarding 
active shooter events. It also continues 
to provide training and guidance to the 
Westchester Security Directors Association, 
among other groups. The Department will 
also be exploring adding private sector 
partners to the mutual aid drills that are held 
quarterly to ensure a rapid and coordinated 
response to any large-scale incident that 
might occur in the County.

Congresswoman Nita Lowey 
(D-Harrison) announced last week she 
supported an impeachment inquiry into 
the alleged illegal campaign activities of 
President Donald Trump.

Lowey, Chair of the House Appropriations 
Committee, said she notified Nancy Pelosi, 
speaker of the House of Representatives, of 
her position.

“Since he took office, House Democrats 
have been aggressively and thoughtfully 
investigating potentially illegal activity by 
the President and others on his campaign 
and in his administration. The administration 
has done all it can to withhold information, 
leading to various legal efforts to secure 
testimony and evidence,” Lowey stated.

“Former Special Counsel Robert 
Mueller’s investigation produced a report 

that shed light on the depths of systemic 
deception that appears to be second nature 
for the President and his advisors. While 
the Special Counsel’s office did not indict 
the President, Mueller’s testimony before 
the House Judiciary and Intelligence 
Committees made clear that there was no 
exoneration of the Trump administration, 
evidence of obstruction of justice leaves 
the President vulnerable to indictment 
after he leaves office, and Russia continues 
its efforts to steal our elections from the 
American people,” Lowey continued.

“The House Judiciary Committee 
should move forward with an impeachment 
inquiry. I will continue to strongly support 
the important efforts of Democrats on the 
House Judiciary, Intelligence, Oversight, 
and other committees who are working 

to hold President Trump accountable 
to the American people and believe an 
impeachment inquiry will strengthen 
our hand in uncovering the truth,” she 
added. “As Chairwoman of the House 
Appropriations Committee, I will also 
continue to work to ensure effective 
oversight of this administration.”

Lowey, whose district (District 17) 
includes the City of White Plains, Rye, 
Harrison, Greenburgh and towns further 
north in Westchester and Putnam County, is 
currently serving her 16th two-year term.

Meanwhile, Congressman Sean Patrick 
Maloney (D-District 18), covers the Town 
of Somers, said he did not support an 
impeachment inquiry since he didn’t believe 
it would be successful and would detract 
from other issues.

Josephine Ferrara
Josephine Marie Ferrara of West Harrison 

passed away on July 30 of chronic respiratory 
failure at the age of 87. 

She was born in White Plains on May 3, 
1932 to Vincenzo and Felicia Caridi, and 
graduated from White Plains High School. 

Josephine is survived by her husband, 

Domenico Ferrara, and their six children 
Teresa (Pietro) Toscano, Tony Ferrara, 
Vincent (Lisa) Ferrara, Josephine Ferrara, 
Domenick Ferrara and Felicia (Matthew) 
Fanelli. 

She is also survived by her brother Vincent 
Caridi, as well as her four grandchildren 
Jake and Michael Fanelli, Christina (Jamie) 
Dohrenwend and Samantha (Tim) Rossner, 

and her great-grandson, Connor Mako. 
She is predeceased by her five siblings 

Anthony Caridi, Demetrio Caridi, Antonette 
Pavone, Joseph Caridi and John Caridi. 

She was a devoted wife and a loving 
mother. She was a dedicated homemaker 
who took pride in her home and cooking.

In lieu of flowers the family requests 
donations to a charity of your choice.

Jamil Fields of the Bronx was found guilty 
of attempted murder and other charges 
following a jury trial for the shooting of 
another man on I-95 in Harrison in 2017.

The jury found Fields guilty of Attempted 
Murder in the Second Degree, a class B 
violent felony; Assault in the First Degree, 
a class B violent felony; and Criminal 
Possession of a Weapon in the Second 
Degree, a class C felony.

On July 18, 2017 at approximately 5:45 
p.m., New York State Police and other 
emergency personnel responded to the area 
north of Exit 18B on Interstate 95 northbound 
in the Town of Harrison. There they found a 
man on the side of the interstate being cared 
for by civilians. The victim had sustained 
multiple gunshot wounds, including to his 
head, torso and left arm.

New York State Police investigators 

found the victim had been shot while in a 
U-Haul van just prior to exiting that vehicle 
as it traveled northbound on I-95. Further 
investigation led police to Jamil Fields of 
the Bronx who had rented the U-Haul van in 
which the victim was shot.

On July 22, 2017, investigators located 
Fields who was still in possession of that 
van. Fields was arrested.

Sentencing is scheduled for Sept. 3.

The 2019 Women in Leadership Award is 
being presented to NYS Assemblywoman 
Amy Paulin. The Women in 
Leadership Award is presented to 
those who exemplify the ideals 
of the Boy Scouts of America 
as expressed in the Scout Oath 
and Scout Law. The recipients 
are chosen for their outstanding 
commitment to community as 
evidenced by the interest and 

expertise given to many worthwhile 
organizations as well as the respect and 

esteem in which they are held.
A reception honoring 

Assemblywomen Paulin will 
take place on Sept. 10 at the 
Stone Manor, located at 101 Saw 
Mill River Road, Hawthorne. 

Paulin has served the 88th 
New York State Assembly 
District (Scarsdale, Eastchester, 

Tuckahoe, Bronxville, Pelham, Pelham 
Manor, and parts of New Rochelle and White 
Plains) since 2001.

A full-time legislator, Paulin annually 
ranks among the state’s most productive 
and successful lawmakers. Her diverse 
legislative agenda includes state government 
reform, children and families, domestic 
violence, sex trafficking, education, health 
care, animal welfare, and preventing  
gun violence.
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Police Blotter
Greenburgh Police Department

Automobile Accident. On December 8 
at about midnight, officers responded to 
a motor vehicle accident in the vicinity 
of Rockledge Avenue in Hartsdale. A 
resident of the neighborhood told police 
he heard a vehicle speed up the street then 
a loud crash. The witness then exited his 
apartment to see two men standing in the 
street where the accident occurred. When 
they were approached the men fled, but 
were apprehended down the street from 
the accident scene. One was combative, 
uncooperative and heavily intoxicated 
and was placed into handcuffs for officer 
safety and detained. A canvass and an 
additional investigation were conducted to 
attempt to locate the driver of the vehicle 
that struck two parked cars. The detainee 
continued to be highly uncooperative and 
hostile and later admitted to a paramedic 
on scene to having more than 10 drinks 
in a few hours. This party was later 
transported to White Plains Hospital 
complaining of minor injuries from the 
accident. 

Suspicious Incident. On December 8 at 
about 3:30 a.m. a resident on Old Kensico 
Road reported to police that through his 
window on the second floor, he observed 
a male going through his vehicle located 
on the driveway and two other males 

with hoodies standing by as lookouts. 
When the witness went to seek a phone 
to dial 911, the three males were gone. 
Responding units located three males just 
north on Old Kensico and Old Tarrytown 
Rd. wearing hoodies. Two were carrying 
book bags. All suspects reported that the 
reason they were in the area was because 
they were looking for a back street to get 
to Burger King in Elmsford. The two males 
with book bags only had personal items in 
their possession. There was no camera on 
the premises where the incident occurred 
and the witness did not report anything 
missing. He was also unable to identify the 
suspects as those he saw on his property. 
All suspects were released on scene and 
given directions back to Tarrytown Rd. 
Police canvassed surrounding vehicles 
and found all to be apparently normal.

Stolen Automobile. On the afternoon 
of December 8, a White Plains resident 
informed the Greenburgh Police 
Department that his car was stolen. The 
alleged victim said that a week earlier he 
had lent the car to a friend but needed it 
back within two days. He had not heard 
from that friend since. An inquiry found 
that a vehicle with the same New York 
plate number had been reported stolen out 
of New Rochelle on September 14, 2014 
and that the plates had also come back as 

stolen. Greenburgh Police contacted the 
New Rochelle Police Department. It was 
discovered that the vehicle identification 
number matched two stolen plates. The 
investigation is ongoing.

Identity Theft. On December 8 a 
Greenburgh resident walked into police 
headquarters to report that a month 
earlier on November 5 his Visa credit card 
was charged 15 times totaling $1800 at 
several different McDonalds locations in 
the Albany area. The victim said he had 
not made any of those charges and that he 
had no idea who did. The victim wished 
to make this report for documentation 
purposes and further told police that he 
had cancelled his credit card.

Grand Larceny. On December 8, 
a Mr. Frank told police that two days 
earlier, Saturday, Dec. 6 at about 10 p.m. 
he had parked his car at the Greenburgh 
Multiplex Theater in a parking spot on 
the northern side of the building. When 
he returned, he noticed his briefcase 
missing from the interior. The victim also 
reported that he left his car unlocked. 
The briefcase was located in between the 
driver and passenger seats and contained 
a Mac Laptop, prescription medication 
(Oxycontin) and various miscellaneous 
papers. There are no suspects at this time. 

The victim requested a police report on 
this incident. Police responded to the 
Greenburgh Multiplex Theater to attempt 
to obtain surveillance footage of the 
incident.

Driving Without License. At about 
2:45 a.m. on December 9, police observed 
a car traveling at high speed on Hartsdale 
Road, White Plains. After pulling the car 
over, an officer approached the vehicle 
and observed that the driver was the sole 
occupant of the vehicle. He produced 
an authentic NYS non-driver ID Card, 
identified himself and apologized for 
traveling at a high rate of speed, indicating 
that he was not used to driving his 
girlfriend’s car. An NCIC and E-Justice 
inquiry of the license revealed that the 
driver had a revoked license with a total of 
two open scoffs on two separate dates. The 
driver was issued a ticket for disobeying 
a traffic control device and a ticket for 
aggravated unlicensed operation in the 
3rd degree. He was released on the scene.
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By Neal Rentz
Yorktown resident David Goldes 

entered the frozen confections business 
when he opened a Rita’s Italian Ice in 
Elmsford five years ago. Two years later 
he decided to branch out by opening a 
new Rita’s in Yorktown.

 “A friend of a friend” recommended 
that he enter the ice and frozen custard 
business in Elmsford, Goldes recalled 
last week. “It seemed like a good deal. 
There were no Rita’s in New York at 
the time. I think it was a good business 
opportunity.” 

Goldes said he chose to open his 
second Rita’s in Yorktown because “I live 
here. I want to be part of the community.”

Rita’s is named after a wife of a 
Philadelphia firefighter who opened 
the first store on her front porch of her 
home in 1984, Goldes said. “They grew 
the franchise exponentially in the ‘90s,” 
Goldes said. There are 625 Rita’s in the 
United States. 

“It’s a people friendly business. People 
love it,” Goldes said. “There’s something 
about Rita’s that is just indescribable. It 
keeps them coming back. There’s nothing 
like it anywhere.”

Rita’s offers ices and frozen custard in 

a variety of variations. In the summer the 
store offers frozen lemonade, which is a 
mixture of the lemon ice and another ice 
of the customer’s choice. There are also 
shakes and sundaes, as well as Mistos 
(a blended ice and custard drink) and 

Blendinis (ice and frozen custard mixed 
with a topping). 

Gelatti, which is two layers of frozen 
custard surrounding a layer of ice, is the 
store’s most popular item, Goldes said. 

Goldes said frozen custard “has a 

higher egg and butterfat content, more 
so than ice cream. It is served at a 20 
degree temperature and it’s not as frozen 
as ice cream.” 

Rita’s products are all natural, Goldes 
said. The fruit ices are flavored with 
real fruit, he said.  The frozen custards 
and ices are made daily at the store and 
whatever does not see within 36 hours of 
being made is tossed out.  

One of the major features of the 
Yorktown Rita’s is its charitable work. 
Rita’s throughout America have donated 
a total of $3.5 million to the Fund of 
Hope which is paying for the travel 
expenses for children with cancer and 
their families this year.

“We firmly believe that it’s important 
for business to give back to the 
community,” Goldes said. “We do a lot 
of fund raising, anything to help out the 
community because your community is 
your business.”

The Yorktown Rita’s Italian Ice is 
located at 1881A Commerce St. For 
more information, call 914-302-7711 
or visit ritasfranchises.com. The store is 
closed every year from December through 
February. 

NEAl RENTz PhOTO
Rita’s Italian Ice in Yorktown.

Rita’s Italian Ice
Yorktown

Businesses

of the Week

By Neal Rentz

Pleasantville resident Ken Huling had 
been creating animation for children’s films 
for a decade for The Walt Disney Company 
and Blue Sky Studios and he wanted a 
career change. 

“I wanted to jump into a more 
entrepreneurial career,” Huling recalled 
last week, adding later “I also really wanted 
to get out from behind the computer.”  

When he participated in his first escape 
room game Huling’s life 
changed. “I played one of 
these games and said that 
was going to be it,” he said. 
“I come from a family of 
board game geeks.”

About two years ago 
Huling opened The Puzzle 
Parlour on Court Street in 
White Plains.

The concept began in Asia and spread to 
Europe, Huling said. It came to the United 
States in 2014 in Seattle, WA, he noted. 
“It’s a very up and coming business. The 
whole industry is still growing.” 

Huling said he has many tasks in owning 
an escape room business. “I am building. 
I’m wiring. I’m doing tech stuff and meeting 
with the customers face to face,” he said. 
“This is a combination of what my life has 
been up to this point.”  

Huling said he chose to open his new 
business on Court Street in White Plains 
because there were no other escape room 
businesses in Westchester. “I knew that 

White Plains being a central location in 
Westchester would be successful,” he said. 
“And I really wanted to be located next to a 
lot of restaurants so that people can easily 
come and play and then go eat.”

The Puzzle Parlour offers a selection of 
four games, held in separate rooms, and 
each is designed for up to eight players and 
takes one hour to complete, Huling said. 
“They come into the game, we give them 
a few tips,” he said, adding that about 80 
percent of his customers are playing an 

escape room game for the 
first time.

For example, one of the 
games has players abducted 
by a mad surgeon and 
they must escape from his 
operating room before he 
returns, Huling said. Players 
are given a series of clues 

to help them escape, he said. “If you open 
something you’re going to get a clue,” he 
said. “That new clue is the most important 
thing to focus on. That’s going to open 
something else.”

The ideas for the games come from 
Huling and two of his friends who operate 
Puzzle Parlours in Kansas City, MO. The 
process of creating and testing new games 
takes a few months, he said. “Nothing is 
meant to be scary,” he said. “Most of our 
stuff though is meant to be immersive.”

The Puzzle Parlour is used both as 
entertainment for the public and for 
team building exercises for companies, 
Huling said. “It’s more than a pleasant 

experience because they’re required to 
problem solve together. They’re required to 
communicate,” he said. “Our rooms cannot 
be solved solo so they need each other.” 

The Puzzle Parlour was recently honored 
by Escape the Roomz, which ranked it 30th 
among the Top 100 Escape Rooms in the 
United States. 

Huling explained what the name of 
his business refers to: “It is a cerebral 
challenge. It’s not physical,” he said. 

The Puzzle Parlour is located at 131 Court 
St. in White Plains. For more information call 
914-243-1091, send an e-mail to infowp@
thepuzzleparlour.com or visit https://www.
thepuzzleparlour.com/white-plains/.

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO

Pleasantville resident Ken Huling is owner of The Puzzle Parlour, which opened in White Plains about 
two years ago.
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Crossword by Myles Mellor

Across
1. � e South, in the Civil 
War, abbr.
4. Where Jamal Malik 
grew up
8. Mantelpiece
10. Pardon me!
11. Relax
13. Sgts. and cpls.
14. Beatles song or Pleas-
antville handmade goods 
shop

16. Original manufac-
tured item 
17. Become irate
18. Canonized mlle.
19. Mistaken
22. Get ready for some-
thing bad 
27. Fraternity “T”
28. Appreciation of art 
and beauty 
30. Urgent request
31. Singer Nicks

32. U.S.N. rank
33. Links legend
34. Back talk
35. Cable alternative

Down
1. Swiss Alp’s abode
2. Bun toppers
3. Pub orders
4. Justice Sotomayor
5. Trains
6. Stratford-___-
Avon
7. Ed.’s pile
8. Edible � ower 
bulbs
9. Trouble
12. Tea brewer
15. Compass pt
20. Beauty parlor 
treatment
21. Your workout 
will “come together” 

at this Je� erson Valley 
gym, ____ Fitness
23. Pre-Revolution 
leaders 
24. __ tu, Brute!
25. Quizzical sounds
26. Response to “Shall 
we?” 
28. Diva, Gluck
29. Care for 
30. Mac rivals
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8 9 10

11 12 13

14 15

16 17
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28 29

30 31

32 33
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Across

1. The South, in the Civil War, abbr.

4. Where Jamal Malik grew up

8. Mantelpiece

10. Pardon me!

11. Relax

13. Sgts. and cpls.

14. Beatles song or Pleasantville handmade 
goods shop

16. Original manufactured item

17. Become irate

18. Canonized mlle.

19. Mistaken

22. Get ready for something bad

27. Fraternity "T"

28. Appreciation of art and beauty

30. Urgent request

31. Singer Nicks

32. U.S.N. rank

33. Links legend

34. Back talk

35. Cable alternative

Down

1. Swiss Alp's abode

2. Bun toppers

3. Pub orders

4. Justice Sotomayor

5. Trains

6. Stratford-___-Avon

7. Ed.'s pile

8. Edible flower bulbs

9. Trouble

12. Tea brewer

15. Compass pt

20. Beauty parlor treatment

21. Your workout will "come together" at this 
Jefferson Valley gym, ____ Fitness

23. Pre-Revolution leaders

24. __ tu, Brute!

25. Quizzical sounds

26. Response to "Shall we?"

28. Diva, Gluck

29. Care for

30. Mac rivals

Solution on page 10

Memories of Real Plaster Walls, Long Gone
My father died when I was a teenager, 

before I understood that he was more than 
a skilled tradesman but, rather, a true artist.

A cement finisher by trade, he could do 
any maintenance or improvement project 
around the house from tiling our bathroom 
floor and stenciling our living room walls to 
plastering an entire room from scratch.

I was only eight years old when I watched 
with fascination as he plastered that new 
room in our house, created from a former 
screened in porch. First, he attached mesh 
lath to the studs and lobbed on the “scratch” 
base coat which he scored when it was half 
dry for adherence, then added a second 
layer, known as the “brown” coat and, finally, 
a perfect, hard and smooth finishing coat. I 
remember it as a laborious project in which 
each coat had to dry for a day or more before 
the next was applied.

When he was finished, he took my 
hand with his own, calloused by years of 
hard work, and guided my touch along the 
finishing coat, saying proudly “Billy, feel 
this. Smooth as silk, isn’t it?” 

Today few people have solid plaster walls 
which have been replaced almost universally 
with the use of sheetrock or drywall. While 
drywall was invented in 1916 by the U.S. 
Gypsum Company, it wasn’t until the 1940s 
that it came into prominent use, the result of 
the labor shortage during World War II, and 
the housing boom that followed, requiring 
cheap construction materials that took less 
time to install.

With all the new-fangled home building 
materials created in the past century, none 
has had so revolutionary an effect as drywall, 

basically compressed 
gypsum sandwiched 
between two sheets of 
heavy paper, expediting 
the homebuilding process 
more than any other 
material. But drywall has 
its deficiencies, from a 
lack of smoothness to 
the possibility of being 
victim to bad taping and 
spackling between panels 
that can produce weird and 
irregular surfaces.

I find it amazing that 
the art of plastering, while 
used for internal walls from 
ancient times, could all but 
disappear in just 50 years. 

The skill of plastering 
has also all but vanished, 
except for a very few 
modern-day practitioners. 
When I did some 
investigation some time 
ago, I found that it’s still 
possible to build a home with plaster walls, 
but time consuming as it is, certainly 
compared with plasterboard, it is very time 
consuming and expensive. Most plasterers 
today do mainly repair work.  I was glad to 
hear that quality plaster walls could still be 
an option, at least for those who can afford it.

There is an epilogue to the story of the 
room my dad plastered more than 50 years 
ago.  Not so long ago, I was traveling to 
the South on business and took a detour to 
Newport News, Virginia, where that modest 

home is located. Intending to do 
a quick drive-by, I couldn’t stop 
myself from pulling into the 
driveway. The clapboard ranch 
that I remembered had grown 
by half a story with dormers and 
had been veneered in yellow 
brick. I rang the doorbell.

Almost like a time-travel 
experience, I recognized the 
woman who opened the door 
as a grandmother version of the 
young bride who had bought 
the house from my parents a 
half a century ago. And, she 
recognized me as well! Imagine 
being told that you look the 
same as you did when you were 
eight years old?

She invited me in to tour the 
interior of the house, which 
looked pretty much the same, 
except for more contemporary 
colors and furnishings. When I 
entered the room that my dad 
had plastered, I was astounded 

to see that the plaster job was still in perfect 
shape with not so much as a hairline crack 
in it. I asked if the walls been re-plastered 
during the time the new owner had lived 
there, but she assured me that, except for 
maybe two or three additional coats of paint, 
it was absolutely the same as it was when 
she and her husband bought the house.

 I went to the far side of the room to the 
exact spot where my dad had guided my 
hand across the wall a half century earlier, 
and I repeated the motion. Yes, the surface 

was still smooth as silk.  
In witnessing the lasting quality of my 

dad’s fine work, my eyes welled up with 
tears.

Bill Primavera, while a publicist and 
journalist, is also a Realtor® associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and Founder 
of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). To engage the services of 
The Home Guru to market your home for sale, 
call (914)522-2076.
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Three members of 
the Livanos family of 
Armonk, Lorena and 
her sons Johnny and 
Enrico, are competing on 
this summer’s ‘Family 
Food Fight’, a cooking 
competition on ABC 
television, which airs 
Thursday evenings at 

9 p.m. The Livanos family owns Moderne 
Barn in Armonk and City Limits in White 
Plains, as well as such popular restaurants 
as Oceana and Molyvos in Manhattan. 

Judges on the show are: Cat Cora of ‘Iron 
Chef’, Ayesha Curry and Graham Elliott of 
‘Top Chef’ fame. They are competing against 
other families from around the country for 
the $100,000 grand prize. Tune in, it should 
be fun.

Craft Beers and Comfort 
Foods at Growers, 
Tuckahoe 

The outdoor patio is open. Growlers is 
located inside a renovated 1906 powerhouse 
Metro-North building in Tuckahoe. 
Growlers serves an ever-changing roster of 
international craft brews in a rustic 65-seat 
industrial space. There is a busy cocktail bar, 
communal high-top tables and a rear room 
with banquette seating. On occasion, you can 
hear the railroad whistle its way past. There 
are 20 taps on hand, and Cicerone certified 
servers who are knowledgeable about their 
product. Wines and specialty cocktails are 
also available. Burgers and Sandwiches are 
always on hand: Turkey Reuben, on toasted 
rye, Dijon mustard, Swiss, sauerkraut and 
Russian dressing; Growlers Beef Burger 
with choice of toppings, served on brioche 
roll; and Veggie Burger, spicy bean-based 
burger with tzatziki, lettuce, tomato and red 
onion on toasted brioche roll. Great Nachos, 
too. Growlers for take home. Happy Hours: 
4 to 7 p.m. Growlers Beer Bistro, 25 Main 
Street Depot, Tuckahoe. Phone: 914-793-
0608. www.growlersbeerbistro.com. 

Wine Down Evenings at 
Ernie’s Bronxville 

Out of this tiny kitchen come laudatory 
renditions of American/Global dishes 
bursting with flavor. Oenophiles, take 
note. The carefully selected wines served 
here, many from small-batch independent 
producers, can be heavenly. It is a wonderful 
place to unwind, take 
in some live jazz on 
Wednesday nights. Recent 
tastings have included: 
Luisanna’s amazing Veal 
Meatballs, Cheese and 
Charcuterie Platter, Duck 
Wontons, Duck Confit, 
a wonderful Fettuccine 
Carbonara; Mushroom and 
Pea Risotto, and Baked Cod 
with Vierge Sauce. The Lemon Fettucini 
with giant shrimp is amazing! There is live 
entertainment on Wednesdays. Check ahead 
for updates. Open Monday through Saturday 
for happy hour and dinner starting at 4:30 
p.m. Ernie’s Wine Bar, 7 Pondfield Road, 
Bronxville. Phone: 914-652-7859.

Half-price Lobsters at Kee, 
White Plains 

Here is a late summer treat you may 
want to take advantage of. Kenan, Ekren 
and Elvi, owners of Kee Oyster House on 
Court Street, corner of Rt. 22, White Plains, 
are offering half-price lobsters on Mondays. 
I watched recently as staff helped shell a 
tempting crustacean prior to serving. On 
Tasty Tuesdays there are half-price starters. 
And, as always, Kee’s daily Happy Hours 
from 4 to 7 p.m. are great for fresh $1 oysters 
with all the fixins’. Recently enjoyed a loaded 
Lobster Roll with a side of Old Bay chips 
at lunch. Early Bird Specials daily. Open 
Monday thru Saturday. Closed Sundays. 
Kee, 126 E. Post Road, White Plains. Phone: 
914-437-8535. www.keeoysterhouse.com.

Cool Summer Jazz at Alvin 
& Friends, New Rochelle 

Proprietor, artist, model, and consummate 
host Alvin Clayton is approaching his 10th 
year in New Rochelle with solid doses of 
American Soul Food, a taste of the Caribbean, 
and spirited jazz sessions. Alvin & Friends 
Restaurant has a sophisticated Manhattan 

vibe: Alvin’s colorful paintings dramatically 
line the walls, big hanging lighting fixtures, 
a sparkling bar and community table, and a 
staff that makes it all very inviting. If you 
visit for the cuisine check out the Classic 

Jambalaya, Shrimp and Grits, 
Fried Chicken, and Bourbon 
Glazed Pork Chops. Burgers 
and Mac and Cheese, too. 
Combine your visit with 
some live music. Love their 
Friday night jazz featuring 
local talent. Saturdays, too. 
The Sunday Jazz Brunch 
is a winning combination 
as well. Seasonal outdoor 

seating. Alvin & Friends, 14 Memorial 
Highway, New Rochelle. Phone: 914-654-
6549. www.alvinandfriendsrestaurant.com.

Revenge BBQ in Irvington: 
Thumbs Up! 

After hearing a lot of good buzz, we 
finally got to Revenge BBQ in Irvington on 
a sunny Sunday afternoon and it turned out 
very well. The place, though cozy, was not 
crowded at the time of our arrival, so we 
scored seats at the community table inside. 
There was al fresco seating, too.  The staff 
was friendly and helpful when we decided 
on their Lone Star Sampler: choice of 1 lb. 
smoked meats (they encourage choosing up 
to three), in our case pork ribs, pulled pork, 
and brisket (on the fatty side). The metal 
platter came with one custard corncake (that 
streak of custard an interesting approach), 
and one regular side of Texas beans at our 
request. We also ordered an extra side of 
Collard greens. Pickles and onions came 
with it, too.

Brisket was very good, melted in your 
mouth. The pork ribs were ok, just wished 
they had more meat on them. Pulled pork 
was quite tasty as well. Our sides of Texas 
beans and Collards were loaded with chunks 
of meat and flavorful. Their vinegar lined 
BBQ sauce was good, I thought, while my 
companion would have liked another option. 

The crew was kind enough to explain 
some of their BBQ style, and in the scheme 
of things, I would agree that Revenge is a 
fine BBQ spot for the area. We will be back. 

Revenge BBQ, 48 Main Street, Irvington. 
Phone: 914-674-4848. www.revengebbq.
com. 

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing 
consultant and former restaurant trade 
magazine editor. He has been tracking and 
writing about the food and dining scene 
in greater Westchester for 30 years. He 
may be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net. 

Letters

Livanos Family Cooks on ABC’s Family Food Fight

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

By Morris Gut

Fettuccine with shrimp at Ernie’s Wine Bar.

Revenge BBQ, Irvington.

Lorena Livanos with sons Johnny and Enrico on 
ABC’s ‘Family Food Fight’.
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Crossword Solution from page 8
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The Examiner is happy to help spread the word about your community event. 
Please submit your information at least three weeks prior to your event to 

pcasey@theexaminernews.com. For a full listing of the upcoming week's events, 
visit www.theexaminernews.com and click on Happenings.

Tuesday, Aug. 6

Toddler Tuesday. Toddler Tuesday is an 
early literacy story and playtime for ages 2-4 
with a caregiver. Children and their caregiver 
will hear stories, play together, and increase 
their early literacy skills. Tickets will be 
given out on a first-come, first-served basis 
beginning 30 minutes prior to the program. 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. White Plains Library, 
100 Martine Ave.

Talkie Tuesdays. Come and watch movie 
trilogies. Three great movie trilogies in July. 
For teens. 2 to 4 p.m. White Plains Library, 
100 Martine Ave., White Plains.

Tech Tuesdays. Students in grades 1-3 
are invited to come take part in a fun STEM-
focused activity. Activities will include 
coding, computer animation, robotics, video 
game design, augmented reality, and other 
possible programs. 2:30 to 3 p.m. White 
Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave., White 
Plains.

Do Gooders. A weekly opportunity 
for teens in grades 7-12 as of fall 2019 to 
earn volunteer service hours and make a 
difference in our community. Each week we’ll 
work on a different project to benefit a local 
organization. Registration recommended; 
space is limited. This program is supported 
by the Allstate Foundation. 3 to 5 p.m. White 
Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave.

Reading Buddies. Practice reading with 
a teen Reading Buddy. Reading Buddies will 
be available to read one-on-one with children 
in grades 2 to 5 on Tuesday evenings and 
Monday and Wednesday afternoons for 
15 minute sessions. Sign-up will start 30 
minutes before the program time. 4:30 to 7 
p.m., White Plains Library.

National Night Out. The City of White 
Plains Public Safety Dept. Safety Fair, 6 
p.m. including dance groups, live band, 
community service organizations, and free 
giveaways.

Wednesday, Aug. 7

Farmers’ Market. Downtown 
Farmers’ Market on Court Street in White 
Plains. Hours of operation each Wednesday 
are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Storybook Dancing. Steffi Nossen 
School of Dance presents Storybook 
Dancing, a creative movement class for 3-4 
year olds. Each week dancers will go on an 
adventure into a classic story book and dance 
their way through the pages while learning 
fun, creative dance. Explore literature, 
music and dance in this fun and engaging 
workshop! Space is limited to 24 dancers, 
tickets will be handed out on a first-come, 
first-served basis starting 30 minutes before 
the program. 11 to 11:45 a.m. Galaxy Hall, 
White Plains Library.

Lunchtime Meditation. A weekly 
meditation program. Brief beginning 
instruction will be followed by meditation. 
No experience or special equipment needed. 
A guest instructor will lead the program the 

first Wednesday of each month; 12:15 to 1 
p.m. White Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave., 
White Plains. 

Tech Wednesday for Adults. How to 
build a computer. Participants will learn 
about the various components of a computer 
and how they all work together. 12 to 1 p.m. 
at White Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave.

All-Mozart Summer Sing. The 
Taghkanic Chorale, under the musical 
direction of maestro Jason Tramm, invites 
singers of all ages to join in singing two great 
works of choral literature by W. A. Mozart, 
his Coronation Mass and his Requiem in 
D Minor . Patrick Jones will accompany on 
piano for this event. The Sing will be held at 
7:30 p.m. at the air-conditioned Westchester 
Korean SDA Church, 1243 Whitehill Road, 
Yorktown Heights, close to the Taconic 
State Parkway. $12 admission includes 
use of scores and light refreshments. The 
Taghkanic Chorale is a non-profit, non-
sectarian organization that rehearses 
Tuesday evenings and performs spring 
and winter holiday concerts. Singers and 
audience members come from Westchester, 
Putnam, Dutchess, Rockland, Orange and the 
lower Hudson Valley. For information about 
the Sing and the Taghkanic Chorale, call 914-
440-3596 or visit www.taghkanicchorale.org. 

Thursday, Aug. 8

Noonday Concert. Free concert at 
Renaissance Plaza, White Plains, featuring 
Country music with Gunsmoke.

Summer Jazz. S.O.A.R., 6:30 p.m. at 
William L. Carter Pavilion at Yosemite Park, 
32 Manhattan Ave., Greenburgh. Food will 
be available for purchase.

Tech Thursday for Teens. Participants 
will have the ability to experience different 
virtual worlds and see what the hype is all 
about. 2 to 3 p.m. White Plains Library.

“Say Amen, Somebody.” One of the 
most acclaimed music documentaries of 
all time, this film is an infectiously joyous, 
funny, deeply emotional celebration of 
African American culture featuring the father 
of gospel Thomas A. Dorsey (“Precious 
Lord, Take My Hand”), pioneering singer 
Mother Willie Mae Ford Smith, the Barrett 
Sisters and the O’Neal Twins. When it was 
first released in the early 1980s, the film 
received an overwhelming critical response, 
garnering rave reviews around the world. 
Unseen in cinemas for nearly 30 years, “Say 
Amen, Somebody” has received a gorgeous 
4K restoration. Part of the Sounds of 
Summer: Music Films Old and New series. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 and 7:30 p.m. Members: $10. 
Non-members: $15: Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Stories From the Past: Wolves and 
American Indians. Join Darlene Kascak 
(Schaghticoke Tribal Nation), education 
coordinator at the Institute for American 
Indian Studies, for traditional Native 
American stories about animals. Hear 
history come alive from the oral traditions 

that have been passed down and preserved 
from one generation to the next. Come listen 
to the stories that were used to explain the 
great mysteries of life and teach life’s lessons 
about love, leadership and honor as well as 
our connection to the earth. After the talk, 
guests will see ambassador wolves Zephyr, 
Alawa and Nikai and possibly the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Adults: $16. Children 
(under 12): $11. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.
org.

Friday, Aug. 9

Westchester Photographic Society: 
Shooting Movement. Society member and 
co-publisher of Metro Sports magazine 
Clark Thompson will demonstrate how to 
capture moving subjects. All photographers, 
beginner to professional, are welcome. 
Must be 18 years old and up. Westchester 
Community College’s Technology Building, 
Room 107, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 8 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-827-5333 or visit www.
wpsphoto.org.

“The Cure: Anniversary 1978-2018 
Live in Hyde.” On Saturday July 7, 2018, 
legendary band The Cure took to the stage 
in London’s Hyde Park to celebrate 40 years 
of playing live. Featuring performances of 
classic songs including, “Pictures of You,” 
“Lovesong,” “Friday I’m in Love,” “Boys 
Don’t Cry” and much more, Trafalgar 
Releasing are proud to capture this historic 
concert to cinemas worldwide. Not only is 
this concert a great celebration of The Cure’s 
legacy, it’s also a fabulous gateway for die-
hard fans in the making. Part of the Sounds of 
Summer: Music Films Old and New series. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. 9:30 p.m. Members: $10. Non-
members: $15: Info and tickets: Visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.

Ossining Food Truck Fridays & 
Concert Series: Elisa Pelmer and the Old 
Mill Singers. Ossining continues its summer 
concert series with an evening of food 
trucks, craft beer, wine and cider and music. 
Louis Engel Waterfront Park, 25 Westerly 
Rd., Ossining Food trucks at 5 p.m. Music 
at 7 p.m. Free admission. Info: Visit www.
OssiningChamber.org.

Saturday, Aug. 10

Farmers’ Market. Downtown Farmers’ 
Market on Court Street in White Plains. 
Saturday opening day with music and special 
events.  Hours of operation each Saturday 
are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Alla Prima: Oil Painting in One Session. 
Alla prima painting – also known as direct 
painting – is a technique in which layers of wet 
paint are applied to previously administered 
layers of wet paint. The paintings are 
generally completed in one session. 
This workshop will introduce workshop 
participants to alla prima techniques and 
will finish a work on canvas before you leave 
for the day. No prior art training is required; 
all levels welcome. Led by Jill Kiefer. (The 

instructor will have some resources, but feel 
free to bring an outline version and color 
version of something you really want to 
paint.) For participants 15 years old and up. 
Pelham Art Center 155 Fifth Ave., Pelham. 
1 to 4 p.m. Members: $59. Non-members: 
$66. (Plus, a $20 material fee.) Registration 
required. Info and registration: Visit www.
pelhamartcenter.org.

Havdalah Under the Sun. The 
Westchester Community for Humanistic 
Judaism presents this meet-and-greet for 
non-traditional like-minded Jews who enjoy 
celebrating their Jewish culture, history and 
connections without a reference to a deity. 
Includes lively questioning, discussion, 
social interaction and good refreshments. 
Led by Rabbi Frank Tamburello. Community 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 468 
Rosedale Ave., White Plains. 4:30 p.m. Free 
(donations welcome). Info: Contact Dmitry 
at 914-713-8828 or visit www.wchj.com.

Art Garfunkel in Concert. Blessed with 
what The New York Times described as a 
“beautiful countertenor,” Garfunkel has made 
an indelible mark on the music world as both 
a solo artist and half of the unrivaled Simon & 
Garfunkel. He has also enjoyed a successful 
film career, published a book of poetry and 
released 12 solo albums, the most recent 
being “Some Enchanted Evening” in 2007. 
In late 2017, he released his autobiography,” 
What Is It All But Luminous: Notes From an 
Underground Man.” Since then he’s been 
busy as a husband and father to his two sons, 
James and Beau Daniel. Tarrytown Music 
Hall, 13 Main St., Tarrytown. 8 p.m. $48, 
$58, $68, $78 and $88. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Sunday, Aug. 11

Chamber Music Concert. Chamber 
music performed by Andrew Pak, Annaliesa 
Place and Diego Garcia. They will perform 
chamber and solo pieces by Brahms, Grieg, 
Piazzolla and Chopin for the community. 
Pelham Art Center, 155 Fifth Ave., Pelham. 2 
to 4 p.m. Suggested donation: $10. Info: 914-
738-2525 or www.pelhamartcenter.org.
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FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK COUNTY OF  

WESTCHESTER

In the Matter of a Proceeding Under Article 10 
of the Family Court Act LAIYA STOVER

Docket Nos. NN- 16768-19  
Children Under Eighteen Years  
of Age Alleged F/U No. 131936

To be Neglected by  
SUMMONS (Child Neglect Case) 
DIVINE STOVER,Respondent.

NOTICE: placement of your child(ren) in foster 
care may result in your loss of your rights to your 
child(ren).  If your child(ren) stays in foster care 
for 15 of the most recent 22 months, the agency 
may be required by law to file a petition(s) to 
terminate your parental rights and to commit 
guardianship and custody of your child(ren) 
to the agency for the purposes of adoption.  In 
some cases, the agency may file before the end 
of the 15-month period. If severe or repeated 
child abuse is proven by clear and convincing 
evidence, this finding may constitute the basis 
to terminate your parental rights and to commit 
guardianship and custody of your child(ren) to 
the agency for the purposes of adoption.  

Upon good cause, the court may order an inves-
tigation to determine whether the non-respon-
dent parent(s) should be considered as a re-
spondent; if the court determines the child(ren) 
should be removed from his/her home, the 
court may order an investigation to determine 
whether the non-respondent parent(s) should 
be suitable custodians for the child(ren); if 
the child(ren) is placed and remains in foster 
care for fifteen of the most recent twenty-two 
months, the agency may be required to file a 
petition(s) for termination of parental rights of 
the parent(s) and commitment of guardianship 

and custody of the child(ren) for the purposes of 
adoption, even if the parent(s) were not named 
as respondents in the child neglect or abuse pro-
ceeding. 
A non-custodial parent has the right to re-
quest temporary or permanent custody of the 
child(ren) and to seek enforcement of visitation 
rights with the child(ren).

By order of the family court of the state of New 
York To the above-named respondent(s) who 
reside(s) or is found at [specify address(es)]:

DIVINE STOVER (Mother)
161 South 2nd Avenue
Mount Vernon, New York 10550 and to [spec-
ify name(s) and address(es) and relationship to 
child(ren)]:  

N/A
 
Petitions under Article 10 of the Family Court 
Act having been filed with this Court, and an-
nexed hereto

YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE HEREBY 
SUMMONED to appear before this Court at 
111 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Blvd., 3rd Floor 
Annex, White Plains, New York 10601, on Sep-
tember 25, 2019 at 9:30 in the morning of that 
day to answer the petitions and to be dealt with 
in accordance with Article 10 of the Family 
Court Act.

Upon your failure to appear as herein directed 
a warrant may be issued for your arrest and/or 
the Court may proceed to Inquest and hear and 
determine the petitions as provided by law. 

Dated:  July 25, 2019  
Clerk of Court 

Popular JazzFest Returns to White Plains Next Month

Because, By Mo Willems at  
the Bryant-Mamaroneck Park 

StoryWalk
It’s summer time and a new story 

has been selected for the Bryant-
Mamaroneck Park StoryWalk: 
Because, by Mo Willems. A powerful 
symphony of chance, discovery, 
persistence, and magic in this 

moving tale of a young girl’s journey 
to center stage.

The StoryWalk, a partnership 
between the City of White Plains 
Recreation and Parks Department 
and the White Plains Public Library, 

combines a children’s story 
with a popular walking 
route. The StoryWalk 
is a great way to inspire 
parents, teachers, and 
care givers to take young 
children on a short stroll 
and introduce them to a 
new book at the same time. 

This month’s StoryWalk 
will run through Friday 
Aug. 23.

The Bryant-Mamaroneck 
Park is located on the 
corner of Bryant and 
Mamaroneck Avenues. 
The park entrance is on 
the Mamaroneck Avenue 
side. Parking is available 
in the City of White Plains 
Mamaroneck Avenue 
parking lot (lower level). 

By Neal Rentz

It may still be the dog days of August, but 
it is not too early to plan for a popular festival 
that is returning to White Plains next month.

The eighth annual JazzFest White Plains is 
scheduled for Sep. 11 through 15. The event, 
which its organizers say features a lineup of 
internationally renowned musicians, is being 
produced by ArtsWestchester, the City of 
White Plains and the White Plains Business 
Improvement District and is presented this 
year by Bank of America.

The event includes dozens of concerts 
taking place throughout the city with 
performances from such artists such as 
Mwenso & The Shakes, Camille Thurman 
and Emmet Cohen with George Coleman 
and Jimmy Cobb. 

This year’s JazzFest will culminate during 
the White Plains Jazz & Food Festival from 
noon to 5:30 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 15. Music 
and entry are free with food and beverage 
vendors taking over Mamaroneck Avenue 
in front of the historic ArtsWestchester 
building. Five bands will take the stage 
throughout the day, ending with the New 
Orleans sounds of two-time Grammy-
nominated trumpeter Alphonso Horne and 
The Gotham Kings.  

“The 2019 JazzFest White Plains lineup 
presents a diverse roster of path-breaking 
artists from young rising stars Joel Ross 
(vibes), Melissa Aldana (sax), Emmet Cohen 
(piano) and Camille Thurman (voice/sax) 

to jazz legends George Coleman (sax) and 
Jimmy Cobb (drums),” Janet Langsam, CEO 
of ArtsWestchester, said. “Featured artists 
are known for their work as performers and 
composers, bringing jazz into conversation 

with Afro-Brazilian music, Colombian folk 
rhythms, Cuban charango, hip-hop, Ashanti 
drumming, funk and reggae. There’s truly 
something for everyone at this year’s 
JazzFest.” 

Aaron Paige, director of folk arts 
for ArtsWestchester, and Wayne Bass, 
commissioner of the White Plains 
Department of Recreation and Parks, are 
serving as the co-artistic directors of this 
year’s event.

Paige said last week it takes many months 
of work to put together the annual event. In 
fact, “We’re already talking about the 2020 
Festival,” he said.

One of the factors used to choose 
performers in this year’s Festival was if 
the performers are or formerly lived in 
Westchester, Paige said. In the New York 
area there are a “number of extremely 
talented jazz musicians,” he said. 

The Festival will feature both free and 
ticketed events. The event organizers work 
to hold programs throughout White Plains, 
Paige said.  “We are always trying to bring 
music to public spaces.” 

JazzFest attracts concertgoers from 
outside White Plains from the tristate area, 
which provides a financial boost to the 
downtown, Paige said. “We have received a 
lot of support from local businesses.” 

For more information about JazzFest and 
to purchase tickets, visit: artsw.org/jazzfest.

Joel Ross will appear in concert at 
ArtsWestchester on Friday, Sept. 13 as part of 
JazzFest White Plains.

Melissa Aldana will perform with Joel Ross at 
ArtsWestchester on Friday, Sept. 13 as part of 
JazzFest White Plains.

Advertise in  
The White Plains 

Examiner  
914-864-0878 
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, 
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, 
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL 
AARON AT 914-235-0302

ATTORNEY/ LEGAL

LUNG CANCER? AND AGE 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be Entitled To 
Significant Cash Award. Call 866-951-9073 
for Information. No Risk. No Money Out Of 
Pocket.

DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Only one signature 
required. Poor person Application included if 
applicable. Separation agreements. Custody 
and support petitions. 518-274-0380

AUTO DONATIONS

DONATE YOUR CAR TO WHEELS 
FOR WISHES, benefiting Make-A-Wish. 
We offer free towing and your donation is 
100% tax deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 
Today!

BUYING/SELLING

BUYING diamonds, gold, silver, all 
fine jewelry and watches, coins, paintings, 
better furs, complete estates. We simply pay 
more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

GOLD / SILVER WANTED

HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit 
West- chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

CABLE & SATELLITE TV

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed. No contract or commitment. 
More Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited 
Voice. Call 1-855-977-7198

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM for free 
information 866-296-7094

FINANCE

NEED IRS RELIEF $10K - $125K+ 
Get Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call 1-877-
258-1647 Monday through Friday 7AM-5PM 
PST

DENIED SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY? Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed 
for SSD and denied, our attorneys can help 
get you approved! No money out of pocket! 
855-478-2506 

HEALTH

FARMERS, LANDSCAPERS or 
GARDENERS, did you or a loved one 
use Roundup Weed Killer and were 
diagnosed with NON-HODGKINS 
LYMPHOMA (Cancer)? You may be entitled 
to compensation. Call Attorney Charles 
Johnson 1-800-535-5727 VIAGRA & 
CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 pills for $150 
FREE shipping. Money back guaranteed! 
Call Today: 800-404-0244

FINALLY, AFFORDABLE HEARING 
AIDS!! High-quality Nano hearing aids are 
priced 90% less than other brands. Buy one/
get one free! 60-day free trial. 866-251-2290

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150 FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! Call Today: 800-404-0244

HELP WANTED

CLASS A AUTO/TRUCK MECHANIC. 
WANTED FULL TIME/PART TIME. 
Call or apply in person. Milrent at 100 
Locust Ave., Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567. 
(914) 737-6492. Salary negotiable. 

JOB OPPORTUNITY $18.50 P/H NYC 
$15 P/H LI $14.50 P/H UPSTATE NY 
If you currently care for your relatives or 
friends who have Medicaid or Medicare, you 
may be eligible to start working for them as 
a personal assistant. No Certificates needed. 
(347)462-2610 (347)565-6200

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY UPDATES! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 888-657-9488.

AFFORDABLE NEW SIDING! Beautify 
your home! Save on monthly energy bills 
with beautiful NEW SIDING from 1800 
Remodel! Up to 18 months no interest. 
Restrictions apply 855-773-1675

INTERNET AND TV

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 
Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On 
Demand (w/SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional Cost. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

   
 DISH TV $59.99 for 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. Call 
1-800-943-0838.

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $99.97/mo. Fastest 
Internet. 100 MB per second speed. Free 
Primetime on Demand. Unlimited Voice. 
NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855977-7198

LEGAL NOTICES

TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY PRE-
MEETING AUGUST 7, 2019 5 PM 
1.  Discussion of de-icer law.  Update and 
possible choice of a date for the public 
hearing. 2.  Set agenda for Work Session 
3.Waive the building permit fee for Anthony 
De Ruggiero’s Eagle Scout project. 
4. Appoint Anthony Cotone to 
Groundskeeper Recreation Assistant 
position. 5. Appoint Gregory Kroohs to 

Groundskeeper/Recreation Assistant 
position.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT 
THE TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY has 
received a wetlands application from the fol-
lowing applicant: WT 16/19 Westchester-
Putnam Council, Inc. Boy Scouts of America 
1 Clear Lake Road TM# 40.-1-14 WT17/19 
Austin Hearst 73 Chapman Road TM# 61.-1-1

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

ATTENTION VIAGRA USERS: 
Generic 100 mg blue pills or Generic 20 mg 
yellow pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. 
Guaranteed, no prescription necessary.  Call 
877-845-8068.

MISCELLANEOUS

KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Sprays, 
Traps, Kits, Mattress Covers. DETECT, 
KILL, PREVENT. Available: Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, homedepot.com

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over 
a million families find senior living. Our 
trusted, local advisors help find solutions to 
your unique needs at no cost to you. Call: 
1-800-404-8852

SERVICES

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE 
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! 
Virus Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-home repair/
On-line solutions $20 OFF ANY SERVICE! 
844-892-3990

WANTED TO BUY

ODDITIES, COLLECTIBLES AND 
ANTIQUES. 30 years experience buying. 
Please contact (914) 263-2917.

Classifi edsEXAMINER MEDIA 080619 Classifi ed Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifi eds@theexaminernews.com

D O N AT E  YO U R  C A R 
Wheels For Wishes

benefiting 

* 100% Tax Deductible                                                            

* Free Vehicle Pickup ANYWHERE                                

* We Accept Most Vehicles Running or Not                                                        

* We Also Accept Boats, Motorcycles & RVs

WheelsForWishes.org

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs or financial information, 
call (213) 948-2000 or visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

Call:(914)468-4999

Make-A-Wish® 
Hudson Valley

 See our video and pricing at https://hudsonrivertradingco.com/vacation-rentals/

In the center of thousands of miles of hiking &
20 klm of purpose-built singletrack.

You can float the Upper Hudson River, prospect for garnet, 
take a rail bike excursion, hike to NYStates highest cataract & 

kayak our pristine Adirondack Lakes.

Upstairs 2 bedrooms + two twins / Downstairs 1 bedroom + sleeper sofa
FULLY FURNISHED AND WIRED  •  FIND US ON AIR B&B 

292 Main Street, North Creek, NY 12853  •  518.251.4461

Adirondack Mountain Vacation RentalsAdirondack Mountain Vacation Rentals
O V E R L O O K I N G  T H E  H U D S O N  R I V E R
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Do you know  
THESE MEN?

57 West 57th Street, 3rd Floor  
New York, NY 10019646-493-1850

If you have information regarding alleged abuse  

or its cover-up involving these men, CONTACT US.

The NY Child Victims Act may be able to help you!

Gennaro (Jerry) Gentile
John (Klebie) Klebauskas

Donald T. Malone
Arthur Manzione

James J. McDevitt
John Meehan
Henry Mills

Edmund Netter
Jeremiah Nunan
Michael O’Herlihy

John O’Keefe
Edmond Parrakow

Edward Pipala
Patrick QuigleyOne touch of a button 

sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

Classifi edsEXAMINER MEDIA 080619 Classifi ed Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifi eds@theexaminernews.com

Special Funding Programs For NecessaryHome 
Improvements Are Now Available, Apply Today.

Contact us today and our highly knowledgeable team 
will be able to help discover the available funding 

programs that will best �t you and your needs.

�oo�ng � �indows � Siding � Insulation � �alk�In Tubs

visit hudson.nexamp.com to learn more or call 877-285-7973

Save up to 10% on your
annual electricity cost.

Your utility will stay the same, 
and you can continue using a 
third-party supplier.

BENEFITS OF COMMUNITY SOLAR:
No installation of any equip-
ment on your roof or property.

No upfront costs 
or long-term contracts
that lock you in for years.

Go Solar. Save Money.
No Rooftop Panels Required.

community solar with
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By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the
Grapevine

It’s a New Brave New World in American Wine Regions

“ becoming a 
mosaic of wines 
rivaling Western 

Europe”

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

 Backed by American Standard’s 
140 years of experience

 Ultra low entry for easy 
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be  rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA 080619 Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@theexaminernews.com

DEMAND JUSTICE

CLERGY ABUSE ATTORNEY HOTLINE 800-444-9112

Victims of sexual abuse by 
Catholic clergy or by authority 
figures at school have rights.

NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY LAW HAVE 
EXTENDED THE TIME PERIOD IN WHICH TO FILE 
YOUR SEXUAL ABUSE CLAIM. ACT NOW TO GET 

YOUR CLAIM TIMELY FILED.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING
DOUGLAS & LONDON, P.C. 59 MAIDEN LN, 6TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, NY 10038

THE MATTHEWS LAW FIRM, PLLC, 244 5TH AVENUE, SUITE 2882, NY, NY 10001
MAIN OFFICE: 2905 SACKETT STREET, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77098

A number of Western 
European countries 
have centuries-
old thriving wine 
industries, established 
many years before the 
United States was a 
glimmer in the eye of 
the Founding Fathers. 

The United States is a latecomer to the 
cultivation and production of wine. It has 
only been since the 1960s that the negative 
effects of Prohibition were overcome and a 
burgeoning wine industry began to gain a 
worldwide reputation. 

Today, United States winemakers are 
challenging the Western European wine 
establishment to rethink centuries-old 
rules and regulations concerning the 
demographics of where grape varieties are 
planted. Not only is the United States a 
mosaic of many cultures and ethnicities, but 
it is also becoming a mosaic of wines rivaling 
the traditional sources of specific grape 
varieties long regulated and held in high 
regard in Western Europe. 

There are several components of this 
evolution (revolution) of winemaking in the 
United States. 

Let’s focus on two of these.
1.  The effects of terroir -- Many of the 

international grape varietals grounded in 
Western Europe are now grown in many 
other wine regions. The terroir of Burgundy 
is unique, producing an expression of Pinot 
Noir that is similarly unique in style, aroma 

and taste. I have noticed that Pinot Noir is 
gaining popularity here in the New York area. 
Typically, the standby region for Americans 
is central California. When questioned by 
friends or readers for an alternative to these 
wines, my typical suggestion is to continue 
consuming Pinot Noir – but 
from different American 
regions and terroirs, not 
necessarily from Burgundy. 
The terroir in the United 
States varies greatly and 
Pinot Noir from each region 
may differ significantly. A 
side-by-side experiment 
with American Pinots can 
be very revealing. Northern 
and Southern California Pinots reflect their 
unique terroir; likewise those from Oregon, 
New York and other states along the Eastern 

Seaboard. Styles vary from light and simple 
to fruit-forward and lush to complex and well 
balanced.    

2.  Regulation -- The regulatory systems 
in most Western European nations dictate 
which grape varieties may be planted in 
each designated wine region. Regulatory 
agencies in each country further dictate 
the winemaking practices required to earn 

a particular classification. 
In most countries there 
is a hierarchy established 
of which wines may bear 
the location designation. 
In Italy, to be designated 
Chianti Classico, a 
wine produced in that 
demarcated area must 
conform to specific criteria 
established and monitored 

by a government agency. If adhered to, the 
wines may carry this designation on the 
label.

But not in the United States. While 
there are very broad regulations to inform 
consumers of the core grape variety that 
may be displayed on a bottle, the regulations 
generally end there. Winemakers in any state 
or geographic area may grow whichever 
grape or blend of grapes they decide. As 
noted above, in Europe the regulators dictate 
which grapes may be grown in Burgundy 
or Sancerre or Barolo in order to bear the 
name of that region on a bottle. In many of 
these wine regions, certain grapes or blends 
are not permitted. If produced, these wines 
typically must carry the equivalent wording 
of a base, or table, wine.

With the open approach in the United 

States to wine cultivation and production, 
there are many blended wines not available 
anywhere else in the world. I recently 
sampled an extreme example of this: a 
wine that was a blend of Zinfandel and 
Tempranillo, cultivated and produced in the 
Hill Country of Texas. This was a multiple 
first for me: these two grapes grown in 
Texas and blended together. I enjoyed the 
wine immensely, but may never encounter it 
again anywhere else in the United States, or 
the wine world.  

   Next week, we’ll embark on a virtual 
tour of several American wineries producing 
wines from grapes not historically grown in 
the United States.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 25 years he has conducted 
numerous wine tastings and lectures. Nick is 
a member of the Wine Media Guild of wine 
writers. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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By Rob DiAntonio

The White Plains Hit-N-Run 
17-and-under baseball team 
couldn’t get anything going 
offensively in a 4-0 loss to Yorktown 
in the Greater Hudson Valley 
Baseball League championship 
game last Saturday at Rogers Park 
in Danbury.

Andrew Frobose had White 
Plains batters befuddled at the 
plate. He tossed 6.1 innings before 
giving way to Vincent Cicatelli for 
the final two outs.

“He was throwing a two-seam 
fastball middle to outside (of the 
plate), and except for one hitter, 
we had all soft contact,” White 
Plains coach Tony Burgio said of 
his offense. “The kid did a great 
job but most of his pitches were 
two-seam fastballs tailing away. He 
threw the ball well and we couldn’t 
make the adjustments. I tried to 
tell my hitters to hit the ball to 
center field or go the other way 
with it. We just couldn’t do it. Hats 
off to [Yorktown]. Defensively, 
they made every play.”

Sixth-seeded Yorktown took a 
1-0 lead on a sacrifice fly in the top 

of the third inning.
Mark Kent, the starting pitcher 

for fifth-seeded White Plains, was 
in control for most of the game 
but walked the first two batters to 
start the sixth inning. A Thunder 
baserunner then scored on a 
passed ball to make it 2-0. Kent 
then spun and threw to second 
for a pickoff, but the throw sailed 

into center field and another run 
scored.

“We got sloppy at the end,” 
Burgio admitted. “The score 
should have been 1-0. We didn’t 
deserve to win. Hats off to their 
pitcher, again. We had one legit hit. 
We didn’t have one runner reach 
second base today. That’s what it 
really comes down to. If you don’t 

hit, you don’t win.”
Yorktown added another 

insurance run in the seventh and 
could have scored more, but Jake 
Dorchak made two highlight reel 
catches in left field to limit the 
damage.

WP cruised past Fairfield 16-0 
in the semifinals to reach the 
championship game.

This White Plains team features 
the same players who will likely 
comprise the Tigers’ varsity 

baseball team next spring, so the 
summer league success bodes well 
for the future.

“It was a great season,” said 
Burgio, whose team finished 
the summer 11-5-2. “This is the 
upcoming White Plains varsity 
team and it’s all about development. 
And we’re very young. We’re 
going to have three seniors and the 
rest are sophomores and juniors.  
In two years, we’re going to be 
very good.”

WP Hit-N-Run Shut Out by Yorktown in 17U Finals

The throw to catcher Chris McGuire is too late as Yorktown adds an insurance 
run late in the game. 

Joey Portanova laces a single to left 
field.

Starting pitcher Mark Kent fires during 
the first inning.

Coaches Tony Burgio and Marcel Galligani talk with the team after a 4-0 loss in 
the 17U finals.
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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

�D�r�e�a�m� �K�i�t�c�h�e�n�s� �&� �B�a�t�h�s

Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 

The

Shortstop Joey Portanova makes the 
throw to first.

Carlos Paulino congratulates starting 
pitcher Mark Kent after working out 
of a jam.

Frank DeLeon takes a rip.
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White 
Plains  
Hit-N-Run 
17 and 
Under 
Team 
Looks Good 
for Spring 
Training

The White Plains Hit-N-Run 17-and-under baseball team features the same players who will likely comprise the White Plains Tigers’ varsity baseball team next spring, so the summer league success 
of making it to the championships bodes well for the future. Pictured, Andrew Gomez pitches in relief for WP Hit-N-Run.
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