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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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White Plains Council Schedules July 1 Hearing on Motor Vehicle Dept. Move

Suspect Sought in Bus Driver AssaultMembers of the White Plains  
High School Softball Team Honored

WPHS Softball sophomore catcher Zoey Kovach (left) received an All-Section Honorable Mention 
and All-League distinction this season, while hitting .356 with 27 hits, 14 RBIs and 16 runs scored. 
Third baseman junior Sarah DiSanto (center) was voted All-Section and All-League for the second 
consecutive year. DiSanto batted .519 this season with 41 hits, including 13 doubles, two homeruns 
with 32 RBIs and 24 runs scored. First baseman Ava Rainone (right), who was injured last season, 
also selected All-Section and All-League with statistics: .494 batting average, 40 hits, 15 doubles, 
28 RBIs and 30 runs scored.  For more about the WPHS Softball team awards see page 17.
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An image of  the suspect in the attack on a Bee-Line bus driver last 
Wednesday night that was released by Westchester County police.

White Plains 
Democratic 

Primary 
Preview 

By Neal Rentz
The White Plains Common Council 

voted unanimously on June 3 to schedule 
two public hearings for its July 1 meeting.

The Council set a public hearing on a 
proposal from 3 Barker Ave. LLC for a 
Governmental Use Permit that would 
allow the moving of the Department of 
Motor Vehicles facility from the White 
Plains Mall, which is slated to close in the 
near future, to 3 Barker Ave.

Mayor Tom Roach said residents have 
expressed concerns about where the 
Department of Motor Vehicles would be 
relocated with the closure of the mall. The 
proposal is for the department to move 
elsewhere in the same neighborhood, he 
said.

Councilwoman Milagros Lecuona 

said, “This project is ideal” because not 
only is the department staying in the city, 
it will move to a new spot in the same 
neighborhood.

Councilman John Kirkpatrick said he 
was concerned that the new location for 
the department would not have adequate 
parking and if circulation within the 
Barker Avenue office building would be 
harmed. “I just wish it was not in an office 
building,” Kirkpatrick said, adding he was 
not prejudging the project. 

“It is in an office building but” the DMV 
is aware of potential circulation problems 
within the building and would have 
specific points of access just for persons 
going to the department, Roach said. 
Parking on Barker Avenue would be much 
less expensive than the cost of parking 

 at the mall, he said. 
Senior Rent Program

The Council also scheduled a July 1 
public hearing on a proposal to amend the 
Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption 
program to increase income eligibility 
from the current $30,000 to $50,000 
and to establish a Local Disability Rent 
Increase Exemption program to have their 
rents frozen as well.

Councilwoman Nadine Hunt-Robinson 
said three years ago she asked the Roach 
administration to seek to increase the 
income eligibility from $19,000 to the 
current $30,000. The eligibility level 
now needs to be increased to $50,000, 
she said. Her mother-in-law moved in 
with her family for the last few years, 
Hunt-Robinson said. Her mother-in-law 

was a retired US Postal Service worker 
and had modest financial means, Hunt-
Robinson said. If her mother-in-law 
lived in rent-regulated housing in the 
city on her own she would not have been 
eligible to participate in the Rent Increase 
Exemption and have her rent frozen 
because she made too much money to 
participate, Hunt-Robinson noted. 

Hunt-Robinson said the increase in the 
income eligibility was needed because she 
did not want retired residents “to have to 
choose between their medicine, their food 
and rent.” 

“As a city, we are judged by how we treat 
the least of us,” Hunt-Robinson said. 

The public hearings have been 
scheduled to begin on July 1 at 7:30 p.m. 
at White Plains City Hall. 

Westchester County 
police are seeking 
the public’s help in 
identifying a woman 
who assaulted a Bee-
Line bus driver last 
Wednesday night 
outside the Westchester 
Medical Center in 
Valhalla.

The incident occurred 
at 10:30 p.m. when 
the female passenger 
demanded that the 
driver allow her to get 
off the bus directly in 
front of the hospital 
entrance. The driver 
told the passenger that 
she could not stop until 
a nearby bus stop was reached.

The passenger made verbal threats 
toward the driver, which were 

overheard by other passengers. When 
the bus stopped at Hospital Oval East 
and Emergency Drive to discharge 
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By Neal Rentz
Three Common Council candidates 

endorsed by the White Plains Democratic 
City Committee are being challenged by 
one candidate who did not receive the 
party’s nod in the June 25 primary.

Kat Brezler will face off against 
the endorsed candidates, incumbent 
Councilwoman Nadine Hunt-Robinson, 
who was first elected to the Council in 
2014, as well as Victoria Presser and 
Jennifer Puja.

The four candidates, listed in alphabetical 
order, answered a series of questions last 
week.
Kat Brezler

Brezler, who has been endorsed by the 
Working Families Party for the November 
general election ballot, explained why she 
is running for the Common Council.

“I’m a public school teacher and I live 
here with my parents who are retired. 
They’re on a fixed income, and we’re not 
millionaires,” Brezler said. “But we see 
developers coming into our city, building 
luxury real estate rentals with not enough 
affordable housing and we’re concerned 
about how that will change the culture and 
diversity of our community. I’m reminded 
of the old adage, think globally, but act 
locally.” 

Brezler said if elected her top three 
priorities would be to expand the city’s 
mandate to 10 percent for low income 
housing and 10 percent for affordable 
housing through guarantees in their 
payment in lieu of taxes agreements; 

creating an annual pass for residents 
and allowing zones to vote for overnight 
parking and developing a compost 
program for food scraps and building a 
community garden for Battle Hill.

Brezler said the city needs to do a racial 
and environmental impact study before 
approving new zoning changes. “Our 
diversity is what separates us from other 
communities and it is why people call 
White Plains their home,” Brezler said. 
“I take issue with the presumption that 
commercial and residential development 
is solely in the hands of the developers. 
White Plains is one of the most beautiful 
communities in the Hudson Valley. 
We know it, that’s why we live here. 
If developers want to come here they 
ought to pay their fair share. That means 
providing favorable commercial rent to 
our mom and pop retailers who have been 
here for generations.”

The city is too dependent on parking 
ticket revenues, Brezler said. “We should 
not be balancing our budget with parking 
enforcement. Instead of the county’s IDA 
giving tax exemptions for luxury real estate 
developers, mortgage and sales tax, that 
money should go into an escrow account 
for our schools and capital needs.”

The city’s Comprehensive Plan should 
be updated, Brezler said. “We need a 
21st Century plan for our downtown 
development that will match the diverse 
needs of this community,” she said. “We 
need to increase our walkability and green 

Four Seek Three Ballot Lines in White Plains Democratic Common Council Primary

Kat Brezler

Victoria Presser

Nadine Hunt-Robinson

Jennifer Puja continued on page 5
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Suspect Sought in Bus Driver 
Assault
continued from page 1
passengers, the woman approached the 
driver and sprayed her in the face with 
an unknown noxious substance. The 
driver experienced a burning sensation 
in her eyes and had difficulty breathing.

A search of the hospital and 
surrounding areas was conducted by 
patrol officers but the suspect could not 
be located.

“The Westchester County police are 
asking for the public’s help in identifying 
the person responsible for this attack,” 
Commissioner Thomas A. Gleason said. 
“The safety of transit personnel and 
riders is a top priority and we investigate 
these types of incidents vigorously.”

Anyone with information can call 
914-864-7701 or e-mail tips@wccops.
com. All calls and electronic tips will be 
kept confidential.

–Martin Wilbur

Diversity in Education Forum Celebrates Local Leaders
Today’s Students Tomorrow’s Teachers 

(TSTT) gathered last month with 
education, government and business 
leaders from the greater Hudson 
Valley for Celebrating the Vision: 2019 
Recognition Brunch and Education 
Forum. Over 250 attended the annual 
TSTT Forum and Recognition event that 
featured an Education Forum led by NY 
State Senator Shelley B. Mayer, Chair of 
Committee on Education;  a presentation 
of  the 1st Annual Lois Bronz Award by 
NY State Senate Majority Leader and 
President Andrea Stewart-Cousins, and 

a recognition of TSTT teachers by Allan 
Houston, NY Knicks Assistant General 
Manager and TSTT Honorary Chair, 
Male Teacher of Color Initiative. TSTT 
2019 Education Honorees included Frank 
Williams, Jr., President, Association of 
NY State Youth Bureaus; Christian A. 
Templeman, Morgan Stanley, the United 
Federation of Teachers, and TSTT 
Perkins Scholars for their contributions to 
promoting diversity in education.

TSTT has been at the forefront in 
helping to close the teacher diversity gap 
in America’s schools for over 24 years. Dr. 
Perkins founded TSTT as an innovative 
career development model to identify 
solutions to help young people develop 
the skills they need to compete in a diverse 
global workplace.

Pictured: Center is the Lois Bronz 
Scholarship award winner Justice Mickens 
with NYS Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cousins (left) and members of the award 
committee.
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space footprint. The future is not in big box 
retailers, but is in service oriented business 
models.”

As for other issues, Brezler said, “I 
think White Plains should be leading on 
environmental and zoning regulations. We 
should ban the use of roundup, Styrofoam, 
and plastic bags. And we should protect 
our small businesses by disincentivizing 
commercial vacancies.”

Brezler, 37, is a public school teacher in 
the Bronx. Brezler said she is a community 
organizer, an active member of the Hudson 
Valley Stonewall Democrats, the League of 
Women Voters, the Hispanic Democrats 
of Westchester, a labor organizer, a leader 
in Vote for Animal Rights and “a staunch 
fighter for voting rights for all White Plains 
residents.”
Nadine Hunt-Robinson

Hunt-Robinson was first elected to the 
Common Council in a special election in 
2014 and was elected to her first full term 
in 2015. “I ran in 2014 to ensure that White 
Plains continues to be prosperous and that 
the doors of access and opportunity remain 
open to all,” she said. “I have made inroads 
in protecting vulnerable populations and 
there is more work to be done in this 
regard. In addition, a vibrant downtown is 
a key part of our city’s economy and I want 
to continue my work to improve it.”

If reelected, Hunt-Robinson said her 
three top legislative priorities would be 

to “increase our revenue sources in order 
to further protect our residents from 
large real estate tax increases; continue 
to improve our stock of safe, affordable, 
quality housing and help small businesses 
thrive in our city.”

Hunt-Robinson explained why White 
Plains was the fastest growing city in New 
York State, according to the US Census 
Bureau, “We have supported smart growth 
that ensures that our city has room for 
people at all the stages of their lives,” she 
said. “In addition, we have drawn several 
new companies to our downtown from 
other areas as White Plains has become the 
premier destination to live, work and play.”

“As a council member I have encouraged 
developers to build experiential retail that 
is family friendly (for example, trampoline 
parks, children’s museum, virtual sports, 
children’s theme restaurants, etc.,) Hunt-
Robinson said.

Hunt-Robinson said the Common 
Council has controlled spending to stay 
within the state-mandated tax cap. “As all 
the new buildings come online downtown, 
this should improve our tax base. We have 
also had several employers move to White 
Plains in recent years, and the continuing 
of this trend is also important to our tax 
base,” Hunt-Robinson said. She added that 
the city should seek new revenue sources, 
such as permits for filming, which was 
recently started. 

The city’s Comprehensive Plan, which 
was last revised in 2006, should again be 
updated, Hunt-Robinson, who will be on 
the November ballot as a candidate of the 
Working Families Party, said. 

“I sponsored legislation to strengthen 
the protection of senior citizens and 
disabled residents for rent increases,” 
Hunt-Robinson said. “In addition, our 
city continues to be on the frontline of 
inclusion and diversity by expanding 
our affordable housing program and 
revitalizing the White Plains Housing 
Authority properties.

Hunt-Robinson, 50, is an attorney 
with over 20 years of legal, business and 
environmental experience.

Some examples of Hunt-Robinson’s 
community involvement include serving 
as chair of the White Plains Recreational 
Advisory Committee, past chair of the 
Mayor's Youth Board; president of the 
Women's Ministry, First Community 
Baptist Church; Silver Life Member of 
the NAACP - White Plains/Greenburgh 
Chapter and a member of the Women's 
Club of White Plains.
Victoria Presser

Presser is making her first run for public 
office. She was elected as a delegate to 
the Democratic National Convention in 
1972 representing the 20th Congressional 
District in Manhattan, pledged to  
George McGovern, and served alongside 

Bella Abzug.
“I wish to serve on the Common 

Council because  I fell in love with White 
Plains when I moved to Battle Hill 38 years 
ago and I'd like to have the opportunity to 
help keep White Plains strong and diverse 
and vibrant and to bring the voice of Battle 
Hill to the civic conversation,” Presser said. 

If elected, Presser said her three priorities 
would be to  expand affordable housing, 
have intelligent growth in the downtown 
area and further sustainability efforts.

“I believe that overall the city is handling 
the review of development proposals 
appropriately,” Presser said. “I like plans 
I'm seeing for mixed development of 
residential and commercial projects in the 
downtown area.”

“I believe city finances are being handled 
prudently, as evidenced by our Aa Moody's 
rating,” Presser said. “White Plains is much 
better off than many neighboring localities. 
Our low property taxes are the envy of our 
neighbors, and are due in significant part to 
the strong corporate presence in our city.” 
Presser said she wanted to make certain 
that city services are well supported, “but 
I'd like to have the opportunity to study the 
budget in toto first.”

Presser says she supports updating the 
city’s Comprehensive Plan.

“There are some issues of importance to 
my Battle Hill neighbors, such as rooming 
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

Four Seek Three Ballot Lines in White Plains Democratic 
Common Council Primary continued from page 5
houses whose tenants are living in unsafe 
conditions,” Presser said. “White Plains 
recently enacted a law to address this 
situation -- it requires these landlords to 
register with the city, submit floor plans, 
and be subject to city inspection. I think 
this is a great start and we can help the city 
enforce it.  Battle Hill residents are also 
concerned about public transportation 
and pedestrian access to downtown White 
Plains and traffic safety at some of our 
intersections.”

Presser, 69, is the public information 
officer for the Scarsdale School District. 
“I have had a career in non-profit, 
government and healthcare public 
relations for over 40 years,” she said. 

An example of Presser’s community 
involvement includes serving as president 
of Bet Am Shalom Synagogue, and was 
president when the synagogue suffered 
a fire that nearly destroyed it in 2003. “I 
helped guide its survival and rebuilding,” 
she said. Presser was a founding board 
member of the Friends of White Plains 
Youth Bureau starting in 2011, assisting in 
its 501c3 incorporation, the formation of 
its governance structure and fundraising 
efforts.
Jennifer Puja

Though this is her first run for political 
office, Puja said, “I have been involved 
in the local political sphere for the 
past decade as the executive director 
for the Westchester/Putnam Central  

Labor Body. “
“When I decided to run it was a 

big decision,” Puja, 33, said. “Once I 
garnered support from my family, local 
organizations and friends in the White 
Plains community, it was an opportunity 
not to be missed.”

If elected, Puja said her priorities would 
be to create opportunities for families, 
seniors and youth, seek responsible 
development and work on sustainability 
issues.   

“Responsible development is important 
for all involved,” Puja said. “Having a voice 
and a part in the decision making process 
is key.”

“As a taxpayer, I understand the burden 
of taxes. I also understand where taxes go,” 
Puja said. “We are fortunate to have the 
strong services our city does. Maintaining 
fiscal responsibility is paramount.”

“Prioritizing a budget is key for a 
municipality, for a household or for 
any organization,” Puja said, adding 
she would support the updating of the 
Comprehensive Plan if the city officials 
feel it is needed.  

Some examples of Puja’s community 
involvement include serving as a member 
of the Post Road PTA, the Girl Scouts 
Heart of the Hudson and as a Westchester 
County Board of Legislators Labor Sub 
Committee Member, 

The Primary Election is Tuesday, June 
25. Polls will be open 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.
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SMALL NEWS IS 
BIG NEWS

Latimer Announces Plan to Monitor Airport Noise Across County

Local High School Seniors with Hearing Loss Receive College Scholarships
The Westchester Chapter of the Hearing 

Loss Association of America (HLAA) 
held its annual Blair & Anita Mazin 
College Scholarship Award ceremony 
June 9 at the Greenburgh Public Library. 
Approximately 100 people attended as 
$1,000 scholarships were awarded to 
four Westchester, Putnam and Rockland 
County high school seniors with hearing 
loss who are pursuing a college education 
this coming fall. 

HLAA scholarships were awarded to: 
Alnord Deski of New York School for the 
Deaf (White Plains) to attend Rochester 
Institute of Technology (RIT); Hailey 
Hernandez of Carmel High School 
(Carmel) to attend Western Connecticut 
State University; Jessica Nin of Albertus 
Magnus High School (Bardonia) to 
attend New York University; and Danielle 
Ramirez of White Plains High School 
(White Plains) to attend Stonybrook 
University.

Started in 2008, the scholarship award 
program is named after Blair and Anita 

Mazin, a successful deaf couple from 
Douglaston, NY who were members of 
Self Help for Hard of Hearing People 
(the predecessor organization of HLAA), 
who were tragically killed from an 
accidental case of carbon monoxide 
poisoning in their home. Unfortunately, 
they had their hearing aids and cochlear 
implants off to sleep and could not hear 
the carbon monoxide alarm going off. 
The scholarship program was funded in 
their memory. To date, 39 scholarships 
have been awarded to deserving students 
or adults entering colleges, universities, 
or vocational training programs, and are 
funded from the proceeds of the annual 
Westchester/Rockland Walk4Hearing®.

The Westchester Chapter of HLAA 
was founded in February 1983 by 
Miriam Koryn and Rosalyn Fein. It is 
one of more than one hundred chapters 
throughout the United States that 
provide education, communication, 
accessibility and social activities to 
help those with a hearing loss cope in 

the hearing world. The Westchester 
Chapter holds monthly meetings, social 
gatherings, distributes a newsletter, and 
maintains a comprehensive website, 
www.hlaawestchester.org.

Pictured: 2019 Blair & Anita Mazin 
Scholarship Winners (from left) Alnord 
Deski, Hailey Hernandez, Danielle 
Ramirez and Jessica Nin, together with 
members of the Mazin family.

By Lindsay Emery
Westchester County Executive George 

Latimer announced earlier this month 
that an independent analysis will be 
conducted by Harris, Miller, Miller & 
Hanson (HMMH) regarding aircraft noise 
and flight patterns at Westchester County 
Airport.

Latimer was joined by County Legislator 
Michael B. Kaplowitz (D-Somers), 
county Director of Operations Joan 
McDonald and Kuduk as they unveiled a 
portable noise device that was installed at 
Chappaqua resident Jeff Kuduk’s house.

Ironically, several flights passed 
overhead while Latimer’s press conference 
was underway. Kuduk explained that he 
started to notice the flights one night when 
the windows were open. After searching 
on the Facebook page Chappaqua Moms, 
he found there were other residents who 
felt the same way about the noise from the 
planes. 

In August 2017, a Facebook group called 
A Peaceful Sky was created to address this 
issue. The group is now almost 500 strong.

“My office has been deluged with noise 
complaints from very reasonable people 
who are simply trying to spend the day in 
commerce or in their home going about 
their daily business,” said Kaplowitz, who 
noted that over the last couple of years this 
issue has become increasingly intolerable 
for many in New Castle and surrounding 
communities.

McDonald said that the portable noise 
monitoring device has been installed at 
Kuduk’s house for nine months. The data 
that are collected will be analyzed  and 
compared with the historical data from 
the permanent noise monitoring system 
in the county, she said.

Kaplowitz explained how the portable 
noise monitor is testing the approach path 
for runway 16, which goes directly over 
New Castle and Pleasantville. This runway 
has increased in usage over the last couple 
of years and is used particularly in warmer 
weather because of the way the planes land 
into the prevailing winds, he said.

HMMH will collect data, prepare a 
base map and process the information 
while suggesting the changes that may be 
necessary, Latimer said.

Previously, the county was unable to 
respond to individual homeowners or 
clusters of communities to get a true 

analysis of the noise because of the 
antiquated  permanent noise monitoring 
system, which is 20 years old, McDonald 
said. The consultant is going to take a look 
at systems around the country so that 
Westchester can get the most accurate 
data possible, she said.

Latimer explained that there has also 
been a change in flight patterns within 
the last few years. Therefore, the fixed 
locations of the permanent noise monitors 
were no longer tracking the new patterns.

“We’re looking forward to looking at 
the historical data and working with our 
consultant,  analyzing what information 

we get from these portable monitors,” 
McDonald said.

Latimer said the monitors are being 
paid for by funds generated at the airport 
through a variety of fees and operational 
revenues.

McDonald said the portable monitors 
should stay in place between six and 12 
months so up to a year’s worth of data can 
be analyzed. She said that the data will be 
used during the county’s conversations 
with the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) about solutions to the noise 
complaints.

Even though the portable monitors 
are at residences, McDonald said small 
businesses or other organizations can 
request one.

The upcoming meeting with the FAA is 
scheduled to be in Chappaqua because 
it has seen the greatest concentration 
of flight path noise complaints in New 
Castle.

County Executive George Latimer with, from left to right, Joan McDonald, director of  operations for 
Westchester, County Legislator Michael Kaplowitz and Chappaqua resident Jeff  Kuduk last week 
announcing the placement of  an airport noise monitor at Kuduk’s Chappaqua home. 

LINDSAY EMERY PHOTO
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Lombardi Was About More Than Winning, He Practiced Tolerance

Burke Award Dinner Raises Nearly $150,000 for New Rehabilitation Gym

By John Vorperian
June is LGBTQ Pride month and 

this year is the 50th anniversary of the 
Stonewall Riots, which sparked the Gay 
Liberation Movement. 

In a way, professional sports can act as a 
cultural mirror. That endeavor’s figurative 
reflection allows sociologists and sports 
historians to study and comment on 
whether our society may be progressing 
with tolerance. 

It’s fitting to look back at 1969, and in 
particular, view the status of pro football in 
our nation’s capital. The National Football 
League was celebrating its 50th season. 
The last time D.C. football fans saw their 
club win the NFL championship was 1942. 
From 1955, with its last winning season, 
mediocrity and losing ruled Washington. 
Their fans were praying for a football 
miracle. Their prayers were answered as 
the franchise landed legendary Green Bay 
Packer coach Vince Lombardi.

Ten years before, Lombardi arrived in 
Green Bay, an NFL doormat. A longtime 
losing squad, Lombardi in his very first 
season coached Green Bay to a winning 
record. 

From 1959 to 1967, the Packers were 
perennial winners, capturing five NFL 
championships. Lombardi radically 
altered the team’s culture. The Jesuit-
trained Lombardi made clear that bigotry 
had no place on his team. In his climb 
up the coaching ladder, Lombardi, as 
an Italian-American, had encountered 
intolerance. He told his charges if he ever 
heard a biased comment from anyone 
they were gone. 

Winning football required getting 
the best players regardless of race, color, 
creed or sexual orientation. The Fordham 
alum ignored the unwritten and arbitrary 
quota on black players. In 1960, when the 
league’s Board of Directors questioned 
him, Lombardi told its 45 members to run 

the business end while he ran the football 
operations.

Lombardi let it be known that 
businesses in Green Bay and those on 
the road would have to serve all Packers 
or get none. Oneida Golf & Country 
Club employed Oneida Tribe members 
as caddies but would release them in the 
summer and hand out the jobs to local 
teenagers. Lombardi publicly berated the 
club for this discriminatory practice and 
insisted Native Americans be used year-
round. 

“If they’re good enough for spring and 
fall, they’re good enough for summer,” he 
said.

In 1965, when a black player told 
Lombardi of his pending nuptials to a 
white woman, the coach responded “You 
know what, I don’t care who you marry, as 
long as you keep the Green Bay Packers 
team clean, your nose clean and play good 
football.” In an unsuccessful attempt to 
halt the marriage, NFL Commissioner 
Pete Rozelle met with Lombardi, but 
the Pope of Green Bay rebuffed Rozelle’s 
request.

Washington coaxed Lombardi out of 
retirement and gave him total authority 
on all decisions regarding personnel and 
football operations along with a 5 percent 
ownership share. He also came to a team 
that had three gay players – running 
backs, Ray McDonald and David Kopay 
and tight end Jerry Smith. 

The 6-foot-4, 248-pound McDonald 
was Washington’s 1967 first-round pick, a 
selection made by owner Edward Bennett 
Williams. The back’s first two seasons were 
subpar. Lombardi wanted McDonald to 
improve and make the squad. In a coaches’ 
meeting, Lombardi told his aides to work 
with McDonald and work him hard. He 
also made it known, “if I hear one of you 
people make reference to his manhood, 
you’ll be out of here before your ass hits 

the ground.”
The player who had a turnaround season 

in Lombardi’s clubhouse was Smith. 
Lombardi repeatedly told him he was 
being judged by his on-field performance. 
Smith had been in the NFL for four years 
and with Lombardi’s approach was named 
an All-Pro in 1969. 

Similar to Lombardi’s first year in Green 
Bay, Washington posted a 7-5-2 record. 
There was no next season for Lombardi, 
succumbing to colon cancer in 1970.

In 1975, after his NFL career, Kopay 
became one of the first gay athletes to 
publicly announce his sexual orientation. 
Smith never openly declared. In 1986, he 
passed away due to complications from 
AIDS.

Why did an old-fashioned football 
coach like Lombardi have such an open 
mind and promote tolerance? Lombardi’s 
brother Harold was gay. Lombardi viewed 
gays as a group that deserved respect like 
blacks, Native Americans and Italians – in 
fact like all of us. 

Lombardi’s daughter, Susan, 
told journalist Ian O’Connor for 
ESPNNewyork.com, “My father was way 
ahead of his time. He was discriminated 
against as a dark-skinned Italian-
American when he was younger, when 
he felt he was passed up for coaching 
jobs that he deserved. He felt the pain of 
discrimination and so he raised his family 
to accept everybody, no matter what 
color they were or whatever their sexual 
orientation was.”

Indeed, Vince Lombardi was ahead of 
his time. Here’s hoping this 1960s football 
icon’s philosophy and practice becomes 
even more prevalent in 2019.

Sports historian John Vorperian was a 
contributing writer to “The 1966 Green 
Bay Packers” from McFarland Press. He 
also hosts “Beyond the Game,” seen at 
www.wpcommunitymedia.org. 
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White Plains Releases Request for Proposals for Transit District
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Th e City of White Plains has released 
a Request For Proposals (RFP) for the 
White Plains Transit District. Th rough 
this RFP the City will solicit interest from 
qualifi ed parties in the re-development 
of three city-owned properties and one 
Urban Renewal Agency parcel totaling 
approximately 4.5 acres. Th e parcels 
are located along the easterly side of 
the White Plains Metro-North railroad 
station within what is known as the White 
Plains Transit District. 

Th is project represents a signifi cant 
re-development opportunity for the 
City. It also presents an opportunity 
to enhance pedestrian connections 
between the Transit District and adjacent 
neighborhoods, including Battle Hill, 
Fisher Hill and Ferris Avenue, as well 
as reinforce the existing Main Street 

connection to the downtown core. 
Th e RFP specifi es that all development 

concepts must be consistent with the six 
primary community-driven planning 
principles developed through the Transit 
District Strategic Plan process, including: 
Bike/Pedestrian Improvements, 
“Placemaking,” Open Space, Density, 
Economic Development, and Parking. 

In December 2016, the City released 
the White Plains Transit District Strategic 
Plan, which encompasses the area one-
third of a mile around the White Plains 
Metro-North Station. Th e district also 
includes the Westchester County Bee-Line 
TransCenter Bus Terminal, and multiple 
stops as well as the eastern terminus 
of the Lower Hudson Transit Link Bus 
Rapid Transit from Rockland County to 
White Plains. 

Th e fi nal Strategic Plan, background 
studies, presentations, and public 
comments are available for download at 
the White Plains Transit District website: 
www.wptransitdistrict.com. 

In June 2017 the City released a Request 
For Expressions of Interest (RFEI) for the 
Transit District. Th e responses received 
enabled the City to more fully develop 
its concept for the re-development of the 
Transit District. And, since 2017, over 
2,000 multi-family dwelling units have 
been approved within the district and 
Metro-North Railroad has commenced 
a $93 million train station enhancement 
project to be completed in 2020.   
   Th e RFP is available online at: cityof-
whiteplains.com/TransitDistrictStudy.
Th e deadline to submit proposals is 
Nov. 1, 2019.

Anthony Verano
Anthony “Zack” N. Verano, 89, of West 

Harrison, passed away June 4. 
He was born Oct. 15, 1929 in White 

Plains to Antonio and Mary Verano. 
Anthony served in the United States 

Navy from 1947-1951. He worked as an 
assembly line worker for General Motors 
for 42 years, and was a member of the 
VFW in West Harrison.

On Oct. 11, 1953 Anthony married the 
late Mildred Verano (nee Scatoloni) in 
White Plains.

Anthony is survived by his son Anthony 
(Marieanne) of Wappingers Falls, his 
two grandchildren Anthony P. (Ashley) 
Verano and Christa M. Verano (Michael), 
great granddaughter Kaylee M. Flynn and 
his sister Rafaela DeMarco. 

Besides his wife Mildred, Anthony 
was predeceased by his brothers Frank, 
John, and Salvatore Verano, and sisters 
Th eresa Chiaravalloti, Rosina Petagine, 
and Catherine Tirri.

Anthony was a loving husband, father, 
grandfather, great grandfather, brother, 
and uncle. He enjoyed reminiscing about 
his military past, and loved watching the 
Yankees.

In lieu of fl owers please make donations 
to a charity of your choice.

AngelaMarie Vieni
AngelaMarie Vieni of White Plains, 

passed away on June 3 at the age of 59. 
AngelaMarie was born on July 28,1959 in 
White Plains to Antonino and Dorothy 
(Franco) Vieni. 

AngelaMarie worked for many years as 
a Clerical Associate at the Maria Fareri 
Children's Hospital in Valhalla. She had 
since retired.

She is survived by her Father Antonino 
and her brother Frank Vieni of Myrtle 
Beach, S.C., and her sister Dorothy. 

She was predeceased by her mother 
Dorothy.

In Lieu of fl owers, if you would like 
to make a contribution in her memory, 
please make a donation to the Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital, 1 Woods Rd. 
Valhalla, NY 10595 or a charity of your 
choice. 

Th omas Parker Lewis
In loving memory of Th omas Parker 

Lewis, author and publisher, who passed 
from this life on June 2 in White Plains at 
age 82 aft er a long illness. 

His works include the young readers’ 
favorites Hill of Fire, Clipper Ship, Call 
for Mr. Sniff  and additional titles. 

Mr. Lewis attended Milton Academy 
(class of 1953), Princeton University, and 
Columbia University where he received 
his B.A. in American history. He also 
pursued graduate studies at Columbia, 
following the receipt of his Bachelor’s 
degree. 

He served from 1956 to 1959 in the U.S. 
Army 82nd Airborne Division. 

For 20 years he helped manage the 
Library Promotion Department at Harper 
& Row, publishers, later Harper Collins, 
aft er which he formed his own company, 
Pro Am Music Resources. Under that 
imprint he published books by George 
Jellinek, Raymond Leppard, and other 
musicians and music historians, as well as 
his own Music and Mythology. Mr. Lewis’s 
encyclopedic knowledge of all things 
related to classical music, philosophy 
and great literature was celebrated and 
cherished by his family and friends. His 
deep love and appreciation of life, the 
natural world and the beauty of the arts 
will be greatly missed. 

Mr. Lewis was devoted to supporting 
the well being of others, by championing 
their professional projects and being a 
dear friend. He created and maintained 
working professional and support groups 
for fellow authors and community 
members. Mr. Lewis also volunteered 
at the White Plains Hospital for several 

years, providing cheer and emotional 
comfort for patients in need. He was an 
unwavering friend and his loss will be felt 
greatly by those whose lives he touched. 

He is survived by his loving family: his 
children, Abigail Lewis Stovman, Peter 
Sloan Lewis, Emily Ivins Lewis Fucheck; 
three grandchildren, Maxwell and Sophia 
Fucheck and Brandon Stovman; his sister, 
Dianne Lewis Bonney; as well as his 
former wife of 20 years, Elizabeth Sloan 
Lewis, his sons-in-law David Fucheck 
and Blake Stovman, and daughter-in-law 
Julianna Schley. His partner of 30 years, 
Karen R. Baker, preceded his passing in 
the fall of 2017.

Donations in the name of Th omas P. 
Lewis may be sent to the Michael J. Fox 
Parkinson’s Research Foundation, or to 
the Visiting Nurse Association of Hudson 
Valley, 5 White Plains Road, Suite 300, 
Tarrytown, NY 10591-9908.

Ursula La Grande
Ursula V. La Grande, devoted mother 

and loving friend, of White Plains, was 
called home on June 2, aft er a sudden 
illness at the age of 88. 

Aff ectionately known as “Dee” by all 
who loved her, she was born on Sept. 28, 
1930 of the late Anne and Joseph Palumbo 
in Brooklyn. 

Her family moved to the Bronx, where 
Dee graduated from Evander Childs 
High School and embarked on a career 
in modeling. She subsequently worked 
for R. H. Donnelly until she met and 
married the late Charles T. La Grande Jr. 
and settled in the Dunwoodie section of 
Yonkers to begin a family. Dee became 
active in St. Ann’s Church and School, 
joining the St. Ann’s Women’s Club and 
P.T.A. She was also a founding member 
of the Dunwoodie Youth Association 
and served a term as president of the 
Association’s Woman’s Auxiliary Chapter. 

continued on next page

More and more patients are coming 
to White Plains, to Burke Rehabilitation 
Hospital, after experiencing a life-
changing neurological condition like 
stroke, traumatic brain injury or spinal 
cord injury. In light of this shift in patient 
population, Burke is renovating 5,200 
square feet of space within the hospital 
and creating a state-of-the art gym 
that will help these patients reach their 
maximum level of independence.

The annual dinner is Burke’s largest 
fundraiser, raising more than $500,000 
overall for the hospital this year. The 
award is the highest bestowed by Burke’s 
Board of Trustees. It is given to individuals 
or groups who contributed to the field 
of rehabilitation through personal 
achievements, research development or 
by establishing programs and initiatives 
that improve quality of life for individuals 
with disabilities.

This year’s Burke Award honorees were:

Tom and Bonnie Grace (pictured). The 
Graces have lived their lives devoted to 
their central guideposts of faith, family 
and each other. When Bonnie suffered a 

stroke that left her unable 
to walk, or even speak, Tom 
insisted on only the very best 
for her recovery. Tom, along 
with their four children and 
families, brought tireless 
energy and passion to her 
recovery. Their experience 
has made them champions 
of Burke. Today, Bonnie is 
back home in Rye playing 
ping pong, building her 
strength with boxing classes, 
and giving back as the family 
always has over a lifetime of 
philanthropy.

Cuddy & Feder LLP, A 
Westchester-based law firm, 
and Mary Beth Walsh, MD, 
who was Executive Medical 

Director and CEO of Burke Rehabilitation 
Hospital for 22 years, were also  
award recipients. 
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By Albert Coqueran
The Seventh Annual Alyce 

N. Coqueran Memorial 
Scholarship was awarded 
to high school senior 
Hannah Lustyik at the 2019 
Sleepy Hollow High School 
Awards Ceremony on June 
10. The $700 scholarship 
donated by The Coqueran 
Family will assist Lustyik 
with her expenses as she 
attends SUNY Genesee 
Community College, in 
Batavia, NY, in September.

The Alyce N. Coqueran 
Memorial Scholarship 
is in memory of the late 
Alyce Coqueran, a lifelong 
Tarrytown resident, 
who was influential in 
the betterment of her 
community She was also 
a staunch advocate for 
every child regardless of 
their family’s income or 
circumstances to have the 
opportunity to further 
their education.

Coqueran was one of the original 
Founders and Board Members of the 
Community Opportunity Center of the 
Tarrytowns and served on the Board of 
the COC for 41 years.

She also served for 27 years on the 
Board of Commissioners of the Tarrytown 
Municipal Housing Authority, while 
having a major impact concerning the 
quality of life for the residents of Franklin 
Courts and Franklin Towers. She also 
tutored at the Abbott House and was the 
Site Manager for the Tarrytown Nutrition 
Program for Seniors for the Town of 
Greenburgh for 15 years.

With six out of seven of Alyce Coqueran’s 
children and one of her five grandchildren 
graduating from Sleepy Hollow High 

School, there was no more fitting a place 
to assist a student attempting to further 
their education than at SHHS.

The Alyce N. Coqueran Memorial 
Scholarship was one of approximately 90 
Scholarships and Awards presented to 
students during the Sleepy Hollow High 
School Academic Awards Program hosted 
by Sleepy Hollow Principal Dr. Tracy 
Smith, Assistant Principal Anthony Baxter 
and organized under the supervision of 
Guidance Counselor Patricia Bonitatibus.

Alyce Coqueran’s son Albert Coqueran is 
a Sports Writer and Photographer for The 
White Plains Examiner.

White Plains Youth Bureau and 
NYPA Hold STEAM Awards

SMALL NEWS 
IS BIG NEWS

White Plains Youth Bureau 
Celebrates Fathers and Grandfathers    

The White Plains Youth Bureau celebrated its 7th Annual Father & Grandfather of  the Year Awards 
Breakfast, June 8 at Eastview Middle School. The program honored White Plains fathers who are 
role models to their children and family. Donnie Simmons, Program Chairman served as MC of  the 
event. Attending was White Plains Mayor Tom Roach, Youth Bureau Director, Frank Williams, Jr.  and 
Jim Isenberg, former Executive Director of  the North American Family Institute. The Speaker for the 
program was Joseph Kenner, Vice President of  Greystone Bakery, Yonkers. The Breakfast honored 
seven fathers and one grandfather: Patrick Baurmann, Raul Guzman-Martinez, Oswaldo Perez, 
Luke Psaras, Matt Brown, Hal Lieber, Alberto Leon, and Anatolio Ndong Mba (grandpa).

The White Plains Youth Bureau in 
collaboration with the New York Power 
Authority, Inc., (NYPA) held its 4th 
Annual STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and Math) Awards 
Recognition Program in the Jaguar 
Room at New York Power Authority 
Headquarters, in White Plains. The 
program celebrated the contribution of 
White Plains School District Educators 
as outstanding teachers and for setting 
a standard of excellence inspiring youth 
to achieve high academic success. White 
Plains School District honorees include 
Jody Kennedy, Eastview School; Raquel 
Reale, Highlands Middle School and 
Jessica Jordan, White Plains High School.

The program also honored Dr. Julia 
Anderson-Lee. Dr. Lee holds a Ph.D. in 
Math from Iowa State University. Dr. Lee 
is a native of White Plains and a former 
White Plains Youth Bureau participant 
and a graduate of White Plains High 
School. Dr. Lee is currently an engineer 
at the Boeing Company. 

Youth honorees include: Ashley Brown, 
Leadership Award; Marina Rosenthal and 
Jessica Osorio for Community Service 
Award and Angela Mathews for Creative.

White Plains Mayor Tom Roach 
congratulated NYPA for its investment 
in White Plains youth by providing 
opportunities, pathways, workshops and 
leadership to encourage youth to pursue 

their dreams. 
Frank Williams, Jr. Director of the 

White Plains Youth Bureau said NYPA is 
a great friend to our kids. Last year NYPA 
held a Women in STEM Conference for 
more than 60 White Plains youth. It is 
essential and critical that we prepare 
young people for careers in STEM at the 
earliest stages of their life.

The speaker for the Recognition 
Ceremony was Maribel-Cruz Brown, 
Manager of Key Accounts, Municipal and 
Cooperative Electric Systems.

Sleepy Hollow HS Senior Receives 7th Annual Alyce N. Coqueran Memorial Scholarship

The Seventh Annual Alyce N. Coqueran Memorial Scholarship was 
presented to senior Hannah Lustyik (center) at the 2019 Sleepy 
Hollow High School Academic Awards Ceremony, on Monday, June 
10. The scholarship in remembrance of  the late Alyce Coqueran, 
a lifelong Tarrytown resident, was presented by her son Albert 
Coqueran (left) and Sleepy Hollow High School Principal Dr. Tracy 
Smith.

MARTHA RICHMAN PHOTO
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By Neal Rentz
It is typical for students graduating and 

moving to a new school within a district 
to get a look at their new place of learning 
prior to moving in at the start of the next 
school year in September. 

For the past few years a similar program 
has been held at the White Plains Public 
Library.

Beginning on June 13, for five days, 
groups of about 125 sixth-grade Eastview 
students per school day spent their day at 
the library as part of the annual program.

Joshua Carlson, the library’s manager 
of youth services, said last week the 
days included several programs for 
students. Some of the projects included 
constructing geometric shapes with foam 
noodles, engineering projects, digital app 
projects, coding projects and a scavenger 
hunt to introduce students to the library’s 
services, Carlson said. The students also 
visited The Edge, the teen section of the 
library.

“These are all current sixth graders 
going into the seventh grade,” Carlson 
said. “Up until now they’ve been using 
The Trove, our children’s library which is 
through grade six. At the end of grade six 
they graduate into The Edge.”  The Edge is 
for students in grades seven through 12.

“This is a good way to get them to come 
to the building, be reacquainted with the 
library if they haven’t been here for a while 

and also to see what they are now going 
to be able to have access to going into The 
Edge. It’s a different space,” Carlson said.

As part of the program, the sixth 
graders received The Edge library cards. 
“It’s sort of a little moving up ceremony at 
the library,” Carlson said. 

“We’re having a blast,” Carlson said. 
“There’s a lot going on.”

One of the programs offered to youths 
at The Edge is The Extraordinaire’s that 

teaches both design thinking skills and 
empathy, Carlson said. “It’s all about 
end user focus as opposed to what you 
personally think is good,” he said. “They’ll 
be given a person or a character and they 
have to design something to meet that 
person’s needs.”

The program for the middle school 
students was made possible by a 
grant from the Allstate Foundation,  
Carlson noted. 

Eastview Middle School sixth grade 
math teacher Tina Bernstein explained 
the library program for the sixth grade 
students has been so successful because it 
is “promoting local activities, getting kids 
into the library, knowing that a library’s 
more than just a place to take books out. 
It’s a place to congregate. It’s a place to 
participate in activities. We know the 
library does activities over the summer so 
we’d like to promote that for the students.”

A focus of the program is collaborative 
work, Bernstein said. “The teamwork here 
has been fantastic,” she said. “They really 
feed off of each other and provide each 
other with help to figure out what they 
need to accomplish.”

Two of the middle school students 
said they were enjoying the program. “I 
absolutely loved it,” she said. “I spent a lot 
of time with my friends and my teachers. 
It was amazing.” She said she regularly 
comes to the library to do research for 
school. “I think that the library is a very 
important part of someone’s life because 
there’s everything that you need – books, 
computers, people who are there to help 
you.”

Another student said, “I think it’s really 
fun. You learn a lot of things from here. 
And I feel like if people learn a lot they 
will come here more. When people come 
here they just think automatically about 
books, but it’s really more than that.” 

Crossword by Myles Mellor

Across
1. Virus
4. Basketball 
association
7. Navy ship intro
10. Article in Acapulco
11. Coat part
12. Website ranking 
technology, abbr.
13. Dentist 
quali� cation
14. Melanesian island
16. Where to enjoy 
“� e good life” in 

Yorktown, ___ ____ 
Cafe
18. Gold pocket watch, 
maybe 
19. Goes with 
Spumanti
20. Workplace safety 
org.
24. Tailor
28. A stu� ed tortilla 
that over indulged or 
new Mt. Kisco Bar
29. Online sales 
channel 

31. Heat meas.
32. A�  rmative vote
33. Shed tears
34. Part of U.C.L.A. 
35. Go wrong
36. Envelope type
37. Prior to, poetically

Down
1. Siddhartha Gautama
2. � rows into
 confusion
3. Naturally powered 
illumination 
4. Common orange
5. “Good job!”
6. Pregnancy test, 
familiarly
7. Insurer for military 
personnel 
8. Prescribed
9. Former French coin
15. Highest degree
17. Dangerous 
situation
21. Solid
22. Composer Berlioz
23. Kindle
25. Long stories
26. 1920s car
27. “Yeah, right!”
28. Skier’s aid
29. Forked letter
30. Ballad’s end?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18

19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28

29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37

Across

1. Virus

4. Basketball association

7. Navy ship intro

10. Article in Acapulco

11. Coat part

12. Website ranking technology, abbr.

13. Dentist qualification

14. Melanesian island

16. Where to enjoy "The good life" in 
Yorktown,  ___ ____ Cafe

18. Gold pocket watch, maybe

19. Goes with Spumanti

20. Workplace safety org.

24. Tailor

28. A stuffed tortilla that over indulged or new 
Mt. Kisco Bar

29. Online sales channel

31. Heat meas.

32. Affirmative vote

33. Shed tears

34. Part of U.C.L.A.

35. Go wrong

36. Envelope type

37. Prior to, poetically

Down

1. Siddhartha Gautama

2. Throws into confusion

3. Naturally powered illumination

4. Common orange

5. "Good job!"

6. Pregnancy test, familiarly

7. Insurer for military personnel

8. Prescribed

9. Former French coin

15. Highest degree

17. Dangerous situation

21. Solid

22. Composer Berlioz

23. Kindle

25. Long stories

26. 1920s car

27. "Yeah, right!"

28. Skier's aid

29. Forked letter

30. Ballad's end?

Solution on page 13

Eastview Middle School students participated in several programs at the White Plains Library last week 
including coding, which is shown above.

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO

White Plains Library Program Introduces Eastview Middle School Students to “The Edge”
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Obituaries

White Plains resident Stuart Levine is the owner of  Le Vino Wine Merchants, which is located on 
Mamaroneck Avenue in the city. 

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO

Business
of the 
Week

 Le Vino Wine Merchants, White Plains

Donna Scimia
Donna Marie Scimia passed away after 

a brief illness on June 8, surrounded 
by family. Donna was a resident of 
Pleasantville. 

She was born in White Plains on June 
29, 1956. Beloved daughter of Carmine 
G. (deceased) and mother, Josephine M. 
(DelMarco) Scimia, she is the sibling of 
Valerie Scimia, Lorraine Scimia, Anthony 
(Meredith) Scimia and Joanne (Frank, Jr.) 
Ferri and a loving aunt to nieces Abigail 
and Madeline Ferri.

Donna was an independent woman 
who made the world a better place. After 
graduating SUNY Oneonta, Donna 
worked for the Westchester County 
District Attorney’s office assisting 
domestic violence victims. She later 
received her MSW from Columbia 
University School of Social Work and 
obtained a LCSW designation.

Donna spent many years working as a 
Corporate Employee Assistance Program 
Specialist. In that capacity, she spent 
many months in downtown Manhattan 
counseling those traumatized by the 9/11 
World Trade Center attack. In 2006, she 
founded Scimia Consulting Group, Inc. 

through which she trained and counseled 
thousands on managing conflict in the 
workplace and developing better personal 
relationships. Donna had a unique ability 
to connect with those she trained. She 
always shared a piece of herself with those 
she worked with and encouraged many.

In 2010, Donna hosted a talk show on 
Pleasantville Community Television titled 
“Taming the Cubicle Jungle: Workplace 
Discussions That Make A Difference”. Her 
shows were popular and had thousands of 
additional views online. They can still be 
accessed on the PCTV website.

In lieu of flowers, please donate to: 
Career Closet, 30 South State Road, 
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510.

Dawn Foley
Dawn Michelle Foley, a resident of 

Valrico FL and formerly White Plains, 
died June 6, at the age of 50. 

She was born March 9, 1969 in Yonkers 
to James L. and Marilyn (Fedorczak) 
Foley. 

Dawn was educated in White Plains 
and graduated White Plains Senior High 
School with honors, class of 1987. She then 
went on to graduate from Westchester 

Community College and worked with a 
Lawyer and Accounting firm as an office 
manager during her college years. She 
loved to travel and did so for business 
and pleasure while she was healthy and 
working. She wanted to see the world. She 
enjoyed swimming, roller blading, fishing, 
music, dancing and her pets. She had a 
great sense of humor.

Dawn loved life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness. She befriended everyone 
and never had a harsh word for anyone. 
She loved being Irish and the Firefighter 
pipe band that her father was a member 
of. She was a cheerleader with her mom 
for her brother Rob’s hockey teams. She 
was also an avid NY Ranger Hockey fan 
and traveled to see all open practices here 
in Westchester and nearby games.

Dawn loved all things music; Rock & 
Roll, Disco, Country and Western, Honky 
Tonk, Oldies and classic Willie Nelson, 
Andre Bocelli, Celine Dion, Elvis and 
Eamon’s voice were among her favorites. 
Dancing was a favorite also, to Mr. “T’s” 
dance band at Vista Pines in Stuart, FL 
where her parents have a condo.

She loved spending summers in 
Amagansett, NY at the beach, swimming 
and fishing were always fun until she 

became an insulin dependent diabetic 
at age 22. The sun lowered her blood 
sugars way too much. It was time to 
change, so she changed gears and took up 
photography; afterglow sunsets, seagulls, 
boats, ocean scenes that would stand up 
to the best post-cards out there.

Dawn’s many friends and relatives were 
aware of her many health problems due 
to her diabetes and always watched over 
her. She called them the “Special Angel 
Squad”. She had a great sense of humor.

Dawn is survived by her life partner, 
Eamon Doyle and his daughter Emily 
of Valrico, FL, her parents, James and 
Marilyn Foley of White Plains, her 
brother Robert Foley and his son Sean 
of Cortlandt Manor, her ex sister-in-law 
Jennifer Foley of Yorktown, and her many 
aunts, uncles, cousins and friends, far too 
many to list.

“May she rest in peace now, forever in 
our thoughts and prayers.”

In lieu of flowers, please make donations 
to St. Jude Children's Research Hospital in 
Tennessee. 

By Neal Rentz
Since 2005, White Plains resident Stuart 

Levine has been providing a variety of fine 
wine options in his downtown 
White Plains store.

Le Vino Wine Merchants 
specializes in both foreign and 
domestic wines.

Formerly known as Vino 
100, Le Vino is the first business 
Levine has owned. “We decided 
years ago that we wanted to have a family 
business,” Levine, whose wife is Janine, 
said last week. “One thing we noticed 
was that downtown [White Plains] was 
lacking a fine wine shop. There were 
little liquor stores but there weren’t a lot 
of wine shops that actually specialized in 
wine.”

“We sell liquor as well, but our focus is 
wine,” Levine said. “We’re about 80 to 85 
percent wine.”

Le Vino offers wines from around the 
world. “We have a lot of Italian wine 
because we have a large Italian population 
here and it’s very popular. I love Italian 
wines,” Levine said. “It’s such a broad 
range of whites, reds, light bodied, full 
bodied. They kind of cover the gamut. 
They have more grapes in Italy than in 
any other country and they make a ton of 
wine.”

“France is also well-known,” Levine 
said. “Many of the great varietals came 
from France originally and they have the 

most famous wines. But Italian wines to 
me just have a lot more character in what 
they offer.”

Some of the countries whose wines are 
also sold at Le Vino include Argentina, 
Australia, New Zealand, Spain, and Chile. 
The store also offers domestic wines from 
such locales as New York State, Oregon, 
Washington State and California,  
Levine noted.

“We have a small area of liquor,” Levine 
said. “What we tried to do is make 
sure that the liquor we have is a little 
more distinct. So we have a lot of small 
production items, a lot of local made 
items, things made in New York, a lot of 
whiskeys, bourbons.” Some of the foreign 
made liquors sold at Le Vino include Irish 
Whiskeys and Scotch from Scotland, 
he said. Other liquor offerings include 

tequilas, rums and vodkas, he said.
Levine is a Certified Specialist of Wine, 

which he earned by taking a course from 
the Society of Wine Educators that lasted 
several months with an exam at the end 
of the program. “It’s pretty tough,” he said. 
“They teach everything.”

“When you’re done with that course 
you know more about wine than you 
thought you’d ever know,” Levine said. “I 
think it’s very good for retailers to always 
further their education. And you have to 
like what you do. I love what I do.”

Le Vino Wine Merchants is located at 
171 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains. For 
more information call 914-949-8466, visit 
levinowine.com or send an e-mail to info@
levinowine.com.



June 18 - June 24, 2019 The White Plains Examiner12

We all enjoy 
exploring our 
interests in wine, 
hopefully expanding 
our knowledge and 
awareness in the 
process. Whether 
it’s settling in to our 

newest “favorite wine” or seeking out new 
producers or grapes, our ever-changing 
journey along the “vineyard trail” is 
marked with adventure and triumphs.

Wine has many spheres of influence 
along the way. Each glass of wine that we 
enjoy is the end-product of numerous 
components that come together in a 
unique manner to satisfy our ethereal 
sense of pleasure. 

These components are pure magic. At 
times they are purely visceral; at other 
times, highly subliminal. It depends on 
our willingness to be seduced and the skill 
of the magician at hand.

The spheres of influence that impact 
our visceral perception of wine are wide-
ranging. They include the esoteric factors 
that winemakers consider in producing 
your glass of wine, from the terroir 
selected to the fermentation and aging 
processes utilized, each affects the body 
and balance of the wine; 
the aroma and flavor 
components of your 
glass of wine; and the 
subjective art of pairing 
wine with food.

The highly subliminal 
spheres of influence that 
impact our enjoyment 
of wine are numerous. 
They include the opinion expressed by a 
wine critic that shows up in the press or 
on a wine shelf talker; the decision of an 
importer and/or distributor to purchase 
– and promote – one particular wine and 
not another; the lottery that takes place 
when retail wine shops must decide which 
wines to display on their shelves; and the 
pervasiveness of social media with its 
influence on the public’s wine preferences.    

As we experience each sip of wine from 
a glass, a parade of influencers permeates 
our senses. 

The first sip is visceral. It carries the 
signature of the winemaker, who crafted 
his or her wine to please your palate. 
As the wine arouses your taste buds, it 

relates its heritage. The influence of the 
indigenous soil, climate and sun combine 
to create a distinct and unique perception 
of the wine.

The second sip is less visceral, leaning 
toward the subliminal. It may whisper 
of the long journey and the many hands 

the wine passed through 
to arrive at this pivotal 
moment in its life. The 
winemaker, whose wine-
stained hands crushed the 
grapes, aged the fermented 
juice and bottled it; the 
importer, who most likely 
traveled many miles to the 
winery to sample the wine; 

and the marketing agent, who crafted the 
compelling verbiage to tempt you. 

The third sip is highly subliminal. It 
speaks volumes of the point-of-sale factors 
that may have influenced your decision 
to fork over the cash for the wine. It may 
have been the “cute” animal on the label, 
the compelling, ethereal description of the 
wine offered by the wine shop salesperson 
or the seductive “special sale” sticker that 
lured you to the wine in the first place.

By the fourth sip your palate (and your 
brain) is begging you to hit the pause 
button. But before you kill too many brain 
cells, you refresh your impressions of the 
wine and tweet them to your followers. 
Alas, this may have been a mistake. You 

have amassed a merry band of wine 
compatriots and all too soon you are 
barraged with comments by those who 
wish to share their opinion of the wine, 
those who feel compelled to recommend 
similar wines and those who want you to 
sign up for their wine blog. 

You wisely put down your smartphone 
and savor the final drops from the bottle. 
You realize that each bottle of wine is a 
living, breathing organism, with a storied 
history and a unique personality. You look 
forward to immersing yourself in a new 
lifestory when you open the next bottle. 

As The Lovin’ Spoonful sang: “Do you 
believe in magic?”

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 25 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Some Invaders Strangle Our Landscape, Others Eat it Up

The Spheres of Influence That Impact Our Perception of Wine

By Nick Antonaccio

‘It depends on our 
willingness to be 

seduced and the skill 
of the magician  

at hand.’

Ah, the ways of nature and how we 
roll with them on our properties can be 
challenging indeed.

Recently, I read an article online 
warning of nine plants we should never 
have on our properties because of their 
invasive nature, literally taking over the 
landscape.  I was reminded that of the 
nine deadly sinners, I harbored three of 
them on my last property.

In order of viciousness in bullying 
their way into the landscape, they were: 
wisteria, bamboo and trumpet vine. 

Wisteria was on the property when 
I arrived. Bamboo and trumpet vine, I 
invited in, the first because I thought it 
was beautiful and the latter to quickly 
cover an aging stockade fence.

On the same day, I read about how a 
different kind of predator, white-tailed 
deer, was removing everything from what 
is known as the underbrush of our woods 
and forests, threatening their survival.  

On my property, deer relished my hosta, 
phlox and climbing geranium, as well as 
the leaves from the lower reaches of my 
weeping cherry, leaving naked branches. 
Even though I sprayed everything the 
deer like to eat with Bobbex repellent, 
whose smell is so foul that it repels me 
as well, I sometimes failed to spray every 
30 days during growing season. I would 
sometimes wake up one morning to find 

that my plantings had 
been eaten.

Too bad that these two 
phenomena, plant and 
animal, don’t somehow 
cancel each other out, 
but that’s just the way 
the balance of nature is 
tampered with.

Half of my 1.5-acre 
property was wooded and, 
when Irene and Sandy 
took down a swath of 
sugar maples, cherry and 
ash, almost a quarter-acre 
was laid bare. But nature, 
regenerative as it is, gave 
me a new, dense thicket of 
samplings there.

There was one problem: 
they were all locusts. Deer 
gobble up maple saplings 
but eschew those of the 
locust because they are 
very thorny. I was aware that, if I want to 
have my woods repopulated with maple 
and cherry, I’d have to buy them from a 
nursery at a stage where they’ve already 
grown beyond a deer’s eager reach.

To deal with the deer problem, I fenced 
in my entire property, excluding the 
driveway, which was then the property’s 
only entry point. To deal with the invasive 

plants, I had another plan – 
containment. 

When I first moved to that 
property, I fell in love with 
draping garlands of wisteria 
hanging more than 60 feet in 
the air, hanging from one tree 
to the other. It was gorgeous. 
But an arborist warned that 
all the host trees would soon 
be dead – and some already 
were – if I didn’t cut the 
strangling vines off at their 
core. 

Taking his advice, I was 
actually depressed viewing 
those hanging, dead vines 
with all the blossoms gone. 
I wonder what would have 
been the harm if the host 
trees died. I suspect the 
strength of the thick wisteria 
vines could have held the 
trees’ carcasses up on their 

own.  
From that point, I continued to allow 

wisteria to grow on my property, but I 
pruned the vines before they climbed 
into the trees. It was the same with 
my trumpet vines. When I planted the 
aggressive trumpet vines, I contained 
them by placing the roots within a 
large bucket so they didn’t take over the 

property.  
Some years ago, when I was visiting 

friends in Orange County, Calif., I was 
taken by the beauty of the bamboo that 
shielded their pool from their neighbor’s 
property and I made a mental note of 
wanting to have some of my own.  

But I had already heard the stories of 
how it can invade a property to the point 
of destroying basement walls and pushing 
up driveway blacktop. Nevertheless, I 
chose to plant some on the perimeters 
of my property, having been assured by 
my landscaper that it was not the most 
aggressive variety. But that caution 
doesn’t matter in some communities. 

In Malverne, L.I., the town council 
passed a law making the planting of any 
bamboo variety a crime punishable by a 
$350 a week fine until it is removed or 15 
days in jail. 

Imagine, while you might find the 
beauty of an invasive plant arresting, you 
can be arrested for planting it. 

A journalist and publicist, Bill 
Primavera is also a Realtor® associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and founder 
of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., the 
longest running public relations agency in 
Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com). To 
engage the services of The Home Guru to 
market and promote your home for sale, 
call 914-522-2076.
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Tuesday, June 18
Tuesdays@Dorry’s. A secondary 

teacher and educator devoted to 
democratic, student-driven, hands-on, 
interdisciplinary education for 40-plus 
years, Howard Rodstein has spent the 
past year laying the foundation for a 
new organization for Westchester youth, 
Take the Wheel,  designed to promote 
the practice of democracy and social 
advocacy.  It is committed to forming a 
diverse community across religions, races, 
municipalities and social classes. It will 
begin regular meetings next fall. Come 
hear about his journey. Weekly table talk 
6 to 7 p.m. Food ordering begins at 5:15 
p.m. All are welcome. Dorry’s Diner, 468 
Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains.

Talkie Tuesdays. Come and watch a 
different classic movie each week. For 
teens. 4 to 6 p.m. White Plains Library, 
100 Martine Ave., White Plains.

Wednesday, June 19
Farmers’ Market. Downtown 

Farmers’ Market on Court Street in 
White Plains.  Hours of operation each 
Wednesday are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

All Access Healthcare: Social 
Determinants of Health. Increasing 
recognition has been paid to the role 
that social, economic and environmental 
factors play in one’s overall health.  By 
addressing issues outside of traditional 
healthcare, often more cost effectively, 
overall health outcomes will be improved, 
cost to the system will be lowered and health 
disparities reduced. The government and 
other payers have started to recognize 
this as a key issue and there will be 
increasing programs put forth to address 
this. Includes a special presentation and 
panel discussion.  DoubleTree by Hilton, 
455 S. Broadway, Tarrytown. 8 to 10 
a.m. Westchester County Association 
members: $35. Non-members: $45. Info 
and registration: Visit www.westchester.
org. 

Lunchtime Meditation. A weekly 
meditation program. Brief beginning 
instruction will be followed by 
meditation. No experience or special 
equipment needed. A guest instructor 
will lead the program the first Wednesday 
of each month; 12:15 to 1 p.m. White 
Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave., White 
Plains. For more information, contact 
Christiane Deschamps at 914-422-1496 
or cdeschamps@whiteplainsny.gov.

Aging in Place. Speaker will talk about 
Criminal Justice and Bail events; 2 p.m. at 
White Plains Library.

Which Craft Wednesdays. Coloring 
Book Club. Relax and express your 
creativity through coloring. For students 

in grades 6 and up on a first-come, first-
served basis. 4 to 5 p.m. White Plains 
Library, 100 Martine Ave.

Dancing at Dusk. Cady Finlayson and 
Vita Tanga blend traditional Celtic fiddle 
tunes with American folk and world 
music influences. Jigs, reels and much 
more will make for a spirited evening 
of fun for the whole family. Caramoor 
Center for Music and the Arts, 149 Girdle 
Ridge Rd., Katonah. 5 p.m. $8 and $16. 
Info and tickets: 914-232-1252 or visit 
www.caramoor.org.

Thursday, June 20
Noon Day Concert. Free concert at 

White Plains Renaissance Plaza. This 
week, Linc Carnival.

Stories & Stuff. Preschool storytime, 
including a craft activity, for ages 4 and 
5 without adult. Literacy connections are 
made at “Stories & Stuff ” where stories 
are centered around a theme and children 
listen and interact with corresponding 
rhymes, songs and/or finger plays. A final 
craft project ties in with the topic fostering 
a sense that stories are imaginative, yet 
lasting, and continue to enrich our creative 
thoughts and play; 4:30 p.m. White Plains 
Library.

T(H)ech Thursday For Teens. Weekly 
meetup for teenagers who wish to learn 
more about various aspects of digital 
technology. 4 p.m. The particular topic of 
this week’s session is LAN gaming. White 
Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave., White 
Plains.

“La Traviata.” New Rochelle Opera, 
Westchester’s longest running opera 
company,  will present Verdi’s  classic. 
The production will be directed by 
company co-founder and artistic director 
Camille  Coppola, with orchestra and 
chorus conducted by Brian Holman. The 
opera will be sung in Italian with English 
supertitles. Ursuline School’s Frank 
J. Auriana Theatre, 1354 North Ave., 
New Rochelle. 8 p.m. $40. Seniors: $37. 
Students: $15. A discounted ticket price 
of $34 is being offered for all tickets to 
tonight’s performance only if reserved and 
paid for in advance. Also June 21 and 22 at 
8 p.m. and June 23 at 3 p.m. Info: 914-576-
1617. Tickets: 800-838-3006 or visit www.
nropera.org.

Friday, June 21
Early Step Forward Turns 13: A 

Westchester Success Story. Across the 
United States, preschool age children 
are more apt to be expelled than at any 
other age.  Hear how Westchester’s smart 
investment in a new  social-emotional 
consultation program has kept young 
children in their child care programs, 
setting a foundation for brighter 

futures. Greenburgh Public Library, 300 
Tarrytown Rd., Elmsford. Registration and 
continental breakfast at 8:30 a.m. Program 
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Visit www.
eventbrite.com/e/early-step-forward-
turns-13-a-westchester-success-story-
tickets-60210561410.

Summer Solstice Yoga. Yogis of all 
levels are invited to Court Street (between 
Main & Martine), White Plains at 6:30 
p.m. for free yoga led by Patty Holmes, 
owner of The Yoga Garden and yoga 
teacher for over 20 years. Come experience 
Patty’s unique and intelligent approach to 
yoga. This event is made possible with the 
generous support of WP Hospital. Please 
bring your own mat. No pre-registration 
required. Rain location: Ebersole Ice Rink 
at Delfino Park on Lake Street, White 
Plains.

Tribu Baharú in Concert. The exuberant 
performances of  champeta  music – a 
fusion of Colombian, African and Afro-
Caribbean styles – are driven by lively 
vocals, sparkling Congolese guitar and 
high-energy bass and drums. A Tribu 
Baharú performance recreates the 
joyous, impromptu spirit of the verbena 
dances that are popular in Colombian 
neighborhoods during festivals. With 
traces of soukous, zouk, calypso, soca, rap 
and more, Tribu Baharú celebrates the 
colorful Colombian musical spectrum. 
Caramoor Center for Music and the Arts, 
149 Girdle Ridge Rd., Katonah. 8 p.m. $13 
to $42. Info and tickets: 914-232-1252 or 
visit www.caramoor.org.

Saturday, June 22
Farmers’ Market. Downtown Farmers’ 

Market on Court Street in White Plains. 
Saturday opening day with music and 
special events.   Hours of operation each 
Saturday are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Mother Goose Play Time. A half hour of 
rhymes, songs and stories that encourage 
early literacy skills for ages 0-2 with a 
caregiver. At 11 a.m., age-appropriate toys 
are brought out for a half-hour playtime 
encouraging socialization skills.

American Roots Music Festival. 
Acclaimed folk duo The Milk Carton 
Kids bring a full band and their heartfelt 
melodies to headline Caramoor’s ninth 
annual American Roots Music Festival. 
Tennessee-based multi-instrumentalist 
Amythyst Kiah is a quickly rising star 
with a raw, hypnotic old-time sound 
steeped in African-American roots music. 
Many more artists add an exciting array 
of folk, country, bluegrass, gospel, blues, 
Old Time and intriguing folk fusion 
performances to this daylong celebration 
of our musical heritage. Enjoy the best 
of the summer with great food, friends 

and foot-tapping fun. Caramoor Center 
for Music and the Arts, 149 Girdle Ridge 
Rd., Katonah. Afternoon program begins 
at noon. Evening program begins at 7:30 
p.m. Day only: Adults--$30. Child--$15. 
Full festival: $40 to $92. Info and tickets: 
914-232-1252 or visit www.caramoor.org.

Woodstock Party. It’s the 50th 
anniversary of Woodstock and the 
Bedford Playhouse is hosting this 
fundraiser for the venue with an evening 
of flower power, fantastic food and drink 
and a lineup of live bands celebrating the 
music of the ‘60s and new music inspired 
by the counterculture. A tricked-out VW 
bus-turned-photo booth planted at the 
entrance will set the tone for a fabulous 
night complete with a psychedelic dance 
party. Get out your platforms, tie dye and 
embroidery — and take a trip back to 
1969. The current lineup of rock bands on 
the big stage include Guilty Pleasure, Not 
Dead Yet and Paul Green Rock Academy 
– with some surprises throughout the 
evening. Bedford Playhouse, 633 Old Post 
Rd., Bedford. 7 p.m. $150 to $2,500. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.bedfordplayhouse.
org.

Sunday, June 23
Movie. The Muppets are back! Kermit 

races to save the Muppet Theatre from 
destruction and enlists his old friends to 
help him. 2 to 4 p.m. White Plains Library, 
100 Martine Ave.

African-American Festival Celebrating 
the rich diversity of the African Diaspora, 
the 35th Annual African-American 
Heritage Festival, presented by the African-
American Heritage Celebration Coalition, 
Inc., provides the ultimate cultural arts 
and entertainment experience for the 
whole family. Admission and parking 
are free. The African-American Heritage 
Festival will be held at the Kensico Dam 
Plaza in Valhalla from 12 to 6 p.m. 

Story Walk Launch. Join a naturalist 
on a short walk to the Native Plant 
Meadow while enjoying a nature-themed 
story. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. 
Free. Story Walk continues through Sept. 
22. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit  www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.
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The Examiner is happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior to your event 
to pcasey@theexaminernews.com. For a full listing of the upcoming week's 
events, visit www.theexaminernews.com and click on Happenings.
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-235-0302

ATTORNEY/ LEGAL
Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And 
Your Family May Be Entitled To Signifi-
cant Cash Award. Call 866-951-9073 for 
Information. No Risk. No Money Out Of 
Pocket.

DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Only one signature re-
quired. Poor person Application included 
if applicable. Separation agreements. Cus-
tody and support petitions. 518-274-0380

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

BUYING/ SELLLING
Buying diamonds, gold, silver, all fine 
jewelry and watches, coins, paintings, bet-
ter furs, complete estates. We simply pay 

more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

CABLE & SATELLITE TV
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & 
Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second 
speed. No contract or commitment. More 
Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited 
Voice. Call 1-855-977-7198

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

FOR SALE
KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Sprays, 
Traps, Kits, Mattress Covers. DETECT, 
KILL, PREVENT  Available: Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, homedepot.com

Privacy Hedges -SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae Reg $179 Now 
$75 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE 
Installation/FREE delivery, Limited 
Supply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367  
www.lowcosttreefarm.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HEALTH
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150 FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! Call Today: 800-404-0244

HELP WANTED
HOTEL CLEANING WHITE PLAINS  
T&L Cleaning is looking for Housekeep-
ing staff.  Room attendants, laundry atten-
dants and House-persons. Apply on-line 
at: tlcleaningservices.com/apply or call 
1-800-610-4770

TECHNICAL SUPPORT SPECIALIST: 
B.S. or equiv. in Elec. Eng, or rel. + 3 yrs. 
exp. w/ troubleshooting, support, install, 
alignment & repair of electron & X-ray 
microscopes. Req. 25% U.S. travel. Carl 
Zeiss Microscopy, LLC., Thornwood, 
NY. F/T. Send resume to zeissjobs3@
zeiss.com & ref. Job # 6489. No calls.

JOB OPPORTUNITY $18.50 P/H NYC 
$15 P/H LI $14.50 P/H UPSTATE NY 
If you currently care for your relatives or 
friends who have Medicaid or Medicare, 
you may be eligible to start working for 
them as a personal assistant. No Certifi-
cates needed. (347)462-2610 (347)565-
6200

The U.S. Census Bureau is now recruiting 
thousands of Census Takers in your area. 
Nobody knows your community better 
than you! Visit 2020census.gov/jobs to 
learn more!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY updates! We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring & 
seated showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 888-657-9488.

AFFORDABLE NEW SIDING! Beautify 
your home! Save on monthly energy bills 
with beautiful NEW SIDING from 1800 
Remodel! Up to 18 months no interest. 
Restrictions apply 855-773-1675

INTERNET AND TV
Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 
Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies 
On Demand  (w/SELECT All Included 
Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously at No Addition-
al Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low 
As $14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-855-970-1623

DISH TV $59.99 for 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-800-943-0838.

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & 
Voice for $99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 
MB per second speed. Free Primetime on 
Demand. Unlimited Voice. NO CON-
TRACTS. Call 1-855977-7198

LEGAL NOTICES                        
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIT 
SPORTS LOUNGE & GRILL LLC Art. 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 04/11/2019. 
Off. loc.in Westchester CO. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process Tracy Arce and Carlos Reyes, 
234 North Ave New Rochelle, NY 10801.  
PURPOSE: Any lawful business.

NOTICE OF FORMATION AUTHEN-
TIKA LLC: Application for Authority 
filed with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 03/29/2019. Office lo-
cation: WESTCHESTER County. LLC 
formed in Delaware on 03252019. SSNY 
has been designated as an agent upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
The Post Office address to which the SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any process against 
the LLC served upon him/her is 399 West 
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D O N AT E  YO U R  C A R 
Wheels For Wishes

benefiting 

* 100% Tax Deductible                                                            

* Free Vehicle Pickup ANYWHERE                                

* We Accept Most Vehicles Running or Not                                                        

* We Also Accept Boats, Motorcycles & RVs

WheelsForWishes.org

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs or financial information, 
call (213) 948-2000 or visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

Call:(914)468-4999

Make-A-Wish® 
Hudson Valley

continued on next page

 Backed by American Standard’s 
140 years of experience

 Ultra low entry for easy 
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be  rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS
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Street, Harrison NY 10528. � e principal 
business address of the LLC is 1214 West 
Boston Post Road #125, Mamaroneck, NY 
10528. Delaware address of LLC is 16192 
Coastal Highway, Lewes, Delaware 19958-
2677. Certi� cate of LLC � led with Secre-
tary of State of Delaware located at 401 
Federal Street, Ste 4, Dover, DE 19901. 
Purpose: Any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GO-
LAB LAW, PLLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion � led with the Secretary of State of 
NY (SSNY) on May 31, 2019.  O�  ce loca-
tion:  Westchester County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent upon whom process 

against it may be served. � e Post O�  ce 
address to which the SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any process against the PLLC 
served upon him/her is: 100 Fisher Av-
enue, Suite 118, White Plains, New York 
10602. � e principal business address 
of the PLLC is 248 West Street, White 
Plains, New York 10605. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity. 

NOTICE OF FILING COMPLETED 
ASSESSMENT WITH TOWN CLERK 
(Pursuant to Section 516 of the Real 
Property Tax Law) NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the � nal assessment roll for 
the year 2019 for the Town of Putnam Val-
ley, County of Putnam has been complet-

ed by the undersigned Assessor, and that 
a certi� ed copy will be � led in the O�  ce 
of the Town Clerk on or about the 1st day 
of July, 2019 where the same will remain 
open to public inspection.  � e � nal as-
sessment roll is also available for inspec-
tion online via a link from our town web-
site at www.putnamvalley.com.   SHERYL 
LUONGO, Assessor Dated:  June 3, 2019

Town of Putnam Valley Town Board 
Meeting June 19, 2019 6 PM 1.  Pledge 
of Allegiance 2.  Departmental Reports 3.  
Supervisor’s Comments 4.  Proclamations 
for Putnam County Youth Award Recipi-
ents: Ryan Marsh and Luke  Zadrima 5.  
Legislative Reports 6.  School Reports 7.  
Board action on the petition presented by 
residents of  Floradan Estates concerning 
the removal of the ban on new Improve-
ment Districts. Districts: 8. Authorize Su-
pervisor to sign a contract with Northeast 
Aquatic Research. 9. Appoint Claire Cas-
sidy as Beach Monitor for Hilltop Estates. 
10. Appoint Greg Scibior as a Lake Peek-
skill Beach Monitor. Parks & Recreation: 
11.Personnel changes. 12.Refunds Build-
ing Department: 13. Daily Fee Report 14. 
Budget Transfers 15. Public Comment 16. 
Audit of bills

Notice is hereby given to interested par-
ties that a Public Hearing will be held 
by the Putnam Valley Zoning Board of 
Appeals on � ursday June 27, 2019 at 
6:30 at Town Hall, 265 Oscawana Lake 

Road for the purpose of considering the 
following petitions and requests together 
with all other matters that may prop-
erly come before the Board at this time. 
AGENDA Held Over 1. Steger, Kurt, 
330 Lake Drive, 83.66-1-2; LP Request 
lot coverage and side yard setback vari-
ance for detached workshop. 2. Cassar, 
Barbara, 39 Chippewa Road, 51.73-1-
10; R-3 Request a side, rear lakefront and 
lot coverage variance for proposed deck. 
New Application 3. Perez, Octavio, 55 
Ridgecrest Road- 83.56-1-5,6 &7; R-1& 
LP Request for side and front yard setback 
variance for the construction of a  single 
family residence. 4. Barger Pond Park 
District, 49 Roberts Drive,-74.17-1-67 & 
68; R-1 Request variance for installation 
of dock under Town Code 165-27 D (1) 
& (2). 5. Brown, Andrew, 21 Cove Road, 
41.9-1-23;R-3 Request side and rear lake 
variance for new deck, 6. Coren, Lana,  
182 West Shore Drive, 62.10-1-32; R-3 
Request side yard setback variance for 
generator and propane tank. BY ORDER 
OF THE TOWN OF PUTNAM VAL-
LEY ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
WILLIAM MASKIELL CHAIRMAN

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF CAM-
EO HOME INSPECTIONS, LLC. Arts 
of Org � led with the Secy of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 6/6/2019. O�  ce location: 
Westchester County. SSNY has been 
designated as the agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
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DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

Special Funding Programs For NecessaryHome 
Improvements Are Now Available, Apply Today.

Contact us today and our highly knowledgeable team 
will be able to help discover the available funding 

programs that will best �t you and your needs.

�oo�ng � �indows � Siding � Insulation � �alk�In Tubs

Do you know  
THESE MEN?

57 West 57th Street, 3rd Floor  
New York, NY 10019646-493-1850

If you have information regarding alleged abuse  

or its cover-up involving these men, CONTACT US.

The NY Child Victims Act may be able to help you!

Gennaro (Jerry) Gentile
John (Klebie) Klebauskas

Donald T. Malone
Arthur Manzione

James J. McDevitt
John Meehan
Henry Mills

Edmund Netter
Jeremiah Nunan
Michael O’Herlihy

John O’Keefe
Edmond Parrakow

Edward Pipala
Patrick Quigley
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SSNY shall mail process to Cameo Home 
Inspections LLC, 2 Ann Place, Valhalla, 
NY, 10595. Purpose: any lawful act or 
activity. 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
Attention Viagra users: Generic 100 mg 
blue pills or Generic 20 mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Guaranteed, 
no prescription necessary.  Call 877-845-
8068.

MISCELLANEOUS
A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a 
million families � nd senior living. Our 
trusted, local advisors help � nd solutions 
to your unique needs at no cost to you. 
Call: 1-800-404-8852

REAL ESTATE
NEW YORK / VERMONT BORDER 
$39,900. 12 acre Mini Farm with views, 
southern exposure, stream, beaver pond. 
Easy access - Bennington VT, Albany & 
Saratoga NY, Williamstown MA. Bank � -
nancing 802-447-0779

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS
CROTON-ON-HUDSON: One bed-
room cottage for rent. Private and quiet 
setting. $1,400 a month, plus tenant pays 
water, oil and propane. Available imme-
diately. Call (914) 953-7572.

SERVICES
COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DIAGNO-
SIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus Removal, 
Data Recovery! 24/7 EMERGENCY SER-
VICE, In-home repair/On-line solutions 
$20 OFF ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

TAG SALES
GIANT CHURCH TAG SALE! ONE 
WEEKEND ONLY! Friday, June 21st 
- Sunday, June 23rd, 9am-4pm. Books, 
housewares, fabrics, linens, children’s 
items, furniture, Bake Sale and MORE! 
4th Unitarian Universalist Congrega-
tion of Westchester 1698 Strawberry Rd. 
Mohegan Lake www.fourthuu.org

WANTED TO BUY
Oddities, collectibles and antiques. 30 
years experience buying. Please contact 
(914) 263-2917.
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Music 
with Roots
Folk Festival
June 28, 29 & 30, 2019

Altamont Fairgrounds
in Altamont, NY near Albany

39th AnnualOldSongs
The Very Best in Traditional Music & Dance 
3 Days of Concerts, Dances, 
Workshops & Jams

Tickets & Info: 518-765-2815

festival.oldsongs.org

Roots

OldSongs39th AnnualOldSongs39th Annual

3 Days of Concerts, Dances,

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

NEW YORK NOW PROTECTS THE RIGHTS 
OF VICTIMS OF CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

If you were previously a victim of child sexual abuse, 
The New York Child Victims Act temporarily allows you to revive your claim.

There is a limited time to file a case; do not delay in contacting us.

GREENBERG, MARIA, GREENBERG & ASSOCIATES
ONLY PROSECUTES SEXUAL ABUSE CASES

CALL (833) VICTIM 9  •  (833) 842-8469
www.NYvictim.com

Our firm will file your claim anonymously 
to protect your privacy.

Featuring Boat Show 
and Building Competition

MARITIME FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 2019

WWW.HRMM.ORG
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By Albert Coqueran
On June 5, at the Section 1 Awards 

Dinner held at the Westchester Manor, in 
Hasting-on-the Hudson, four members 
of the 2019 League 1 D Champion 
White Plains High School Softball Team 
were honored with All-Section Awards 
and two members received All-Section 
Honorable Mention distinction, as well 
as eight players selected All-League. 
Besides the Lady Tigers players pictured: 
sophomore centerfielder Amanda LeMark 
and freshman rightfielder Kiersten Hardy 
were also selected All-League this season. 

More importantly, the entire 2019 
Varsity Softball Team made the 
NYSPHSAA Scholar Athletic Team with 
a weighted team average of 101.54, while 
participating in a combined 33 Advanced 
Placement and Honors Classes.

No wonder, WPHS Head Softball Coach 
Ted O’Donnell, who led the Lady Tigers to 
the Section 1 Finals for the first time since 
2007, was awarded League 1-D “Coach of 
the Year.”

Also, Tigers Baseball ace pitcher 
Anthony Burgio was selected as All-
Section and League 1-D ”Pitcher of the 
Year” as well as Conference 1 AA “Pitcher 
of the Year.”
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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 

The

Tigers 2019 All-Section and All-League Softball and Baseball Players Honored
Ted O’Donnell League “Coach of the Year”

WPHS freshman second baseman Alexa Galligani 
selected All-Section, All-League and League 1-D 
Co-Player of  the Year in 2019. In 23 games this 
season, Galligani batted .606 with a .696 OBP, 
with 43 hits, including 17 doubles, three triples, 
three homeruns and 20 walks with 23 RBIs. 
Galligani as a freshman has proven to be one of  
the best contact hitters in Section 1. 

Ella Utschig, the WPHS freshman Varsity Softball 
pitcher was selected All-Section, All-League and 
League 1-D “Pitcher of  the Year” this season. 
Utschig in 23 games this season compiled a 
record of  16-3 with nine shutouts to her credit. 
The freshman righty struck-out 187 batters, while 
maintaining an 1.42 ERA throughout the season. 
At the plate Utschig batted .346 with 27 hits, 
including five doubles and two homeruns with  
22 RBIs. 

WPHS Baseball ace pitcher Anthony Burgio was selected All-Section, All-League and League “Pitcher of  
the Year” as well as, Conference 1 Class AA “Pitcher of  the Year” and Section 1 AA Runner-up Pitcher of  
the Year. Burgio will be pitching locally next season for the Mavericks of  Mercy College in Dobbs Ferry. 

Lady Tigers freshman shortstop Natasha Mendez also received All-Section Honorable Mention and 
All-League honors this season. Mendez batted .360 in 21 games with 27 hits, 26 RBIs and 17 runs 
scored. 

WPHS Varsity Head Softball Coach Ted O’Donnell 
(front) was selected 2019 Conference 1 League 
1-D “Coach of  the Year.” O’Donnell is flanked 
by members of  his coaching staff, including 
Assistant Coach Michael “Skip” Stevens and 
Volunteer Assistant Coach Chris Rowan and their 
League 1 D Championship Softball Team. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS
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Stepinac’s Paul Thomas Inducted into CHSAA Hall of Fame

NY Liberty Tina Charles All-Time Leading Scorer - Nurse an Impact Player

On May 29, Paul Thomas, a 1980 
graduate of Stepinac High School and 
the present Director of Advancement at 
Stepinac was inducted into the Catholic 
High School Athletic Association Hall of 
Fame Class of 2019. 

Thomas (pictured center) was inducted 
during a ceremony in Brooklyn and 
presented the distinction by Raymond 
Nash (left), President of the CHSAA 
Diocese of Brooklyn and Kevin Pigott, the 
President of the CHSAA Archdiocese of 
New York.

Thomas was a standout athlete for the 
Crusaders, while running cross-country, 
undertaking the rugged sport of ruby and 
playing basketball for fellow CHSAA Hall 
of Famer, Coach Gene Doris. 

After graduating from Manhattan 
College in 1984, Thomas spent the next 19 
years as a teacher and coach at Mount St. 

Michael Academy. Three of the freshman 
Mountaineer teams led by Thomas won 
the CHSAA “A” Championship.

During his tenure at Mount St. 
Michael, Thomas transitioned to the 
Administration Department as their 
Director of Development. He also became 
the Publisher and Editor of the CHSAA 
Basketball Playoff Journal, a job he has 
maintained for the past 19 years.

In 2004 Thomas returned to Stepinac 
High School to help lead the school’s 
advancement program. Thomas is also the 
Co-Founder of the Catholic School League 
of Westchester (CSLW), an elementary 
school league for boys and girls ages four 
through eight years old. Thomas also 
serves on the Board of Governors of the 
Catholic High School Football League.

–Albert CoqueranPHOTO COURTESY OF PAGANI PR

By Albert Coqueran 
First, let’s clarify some logistics 

concerning the NY Liberty sale to Joe Tsai 
and his family. The purchase of the Liberty 
by Tsai was approved by the WNBA and 
NBA Board of Governors, on January 23, 
2019. Tsai is also a minority owner of the 
Brooklyn Nets, while acquiring 49% of 
the Brooklyn franchise.

However, at present the Liberty, 
although owned by Brooklyn Nets owner 
Tsai, remains an independent WNBA 
team whose home court next season has 
yet to be determined. Therefore, it is not 
certain at this time whether the Ladies of 
Liberty will make their home in Brooklyn 
or possibly on Long Island at the G-League 
affiliate of the Nets, the Long Island Nets 
home court  of the Nassau Coliseum or 

possibly at a venue totally unrelated to the 
aforementioned sites.

This is a wait and see situation, as the 
Liberty continue to play their home games 
this season at the Westchester County 
Center, in White Plains. Hopefully, an 
official announcement will be coming 
soon regarding where the Liberty, an 
original team of the WNBA, with 23 years 
of women’s basketball history will call 
their home next season.  

The Liberty presently has a record of 
3-5 this season, after starting the season 
0-4. The Ladies of Liberty regrouped and 
appeared to be a completely different 
team when they won their first game this 
season, 88-78, over the visiting Las Vegas 
Aces at the County Center, on Sunday, 
June 9.  

Possibly, it was playing against their 

former Head Coach Bill Laimbeer and 
his Assistant Coach Vickie Johnson, a 
Liberty legend, who now lead the Aces 
that ignited a spark within the Ladies of 
Liberty or maybe it was just them refusing 
to lose five straight games to start the 2019 
season.

Either way, after a buzzer beating loss 
to the Indiana Fever in the Liberty Home 
Opener on May 24, which led to a four-
game losing streak, the Liberty bounced 
back to win two straight games at the 
County Center. Besides the Aces win on 
June 9, they beat All-Star center Sylvia 
Fowles and the Minnesota Lynx, 75-69, 
on Wednesday, June 12.

Guard Kia Nurse, the first round, 10th 
overall pick of the Liberty in the 2018 
WNBA Draft has been exiting fans at the 
County Center, while streaking up and 
down the court to score a season-high 26 
points against the Lynx. 

In eight games this season, Nurse is 
averaging 31 minutes per game on the 

court, while scoring at a 
rate of 15.4 points per game 
(ppg.) adding 2.4 assists, 
and shooting 41.2% from 
the field and 87.5% from the 
free throw line. Not bad for 
a second year player in the 
WNBA.

With Nurse’s former 
UConn teammate center 
Kiah Stokes, still committed 
to overseas duties, Amanda 
Zauhi B has picked up the 
slack in a quality manner, 
while averaging 11.7 ppg. 
and 7.5 rebounds in 27.4 
minutes per game while 
hitting 50.7% of her shots 
from the field.

Nonetheless, it is no 
secret which player leads 

and steadies the NY Liberty on the court. 
Liberty center Tina Charles is such a 
consistent player that she is already 
averaging this season 17.9 points per 
game and 8.5 rebounds per game, which 
is close to her career averages of 18.2 ppg. 
and 9.7 rpg. in nine seasons.

On Tuesday, June 4, in a 78-73 loss to 
the Los Angeles Sparks, on “School Day” 
at the Westchester County Center, Charles 
scored 21 points and surpassed Liberty 
legend Vickie Johnson, as the Liberty All-
Time Leading Scorer with 3249 points. 

“This milestone means a lot to 
me, especially considering what this 
organization means to me. This team 
was the first game I ever attended as a 
child in 1997, so it gave me a dream to 
inspire to be a pro but I do not think my 
career will be complete without a WNBA 
Championship,” said Charles, a Queens 
native who graduated from Christ the 
King High School.

Yolanda F. Johnson from Tarrytown, a renowned 
Soprano in the New York area sang a rendition 
of  the National Anthem that prompted an 
enthusiastic standing ovation before the Liberty 
played the Las Vegas Aces, at the Westchester 
County Center, on Sunday, June 9. 

Liberty All-Time Leading Scorer Tina Charles (left) enjoys a 
moment with her former Liberty Head Coach Bill Laimbeer 
before the Liberty played the Las Vegas Aces. “Tina is one of  
the most consistent players in this league, year in and year out,” 
acknowledged Laimbeer, who now is the Head Coach of  the Aces. 

Liberty center Tina Charles (right) jumps ball 
against Las Vegas Aces center Liz Cambage to 
start the game at the Westchester County Center, 
on June 9. Charles scored 21 points, as the 
Liberty won their first game this season, 88-78, 
over the Aces. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS
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Join Coach Jerry Flora, former 
New York Giants Charles Way, Shaun 
Williams, and other former NFL Players, 
local High School Coaches, and the 
coaching staffs from various youth 
football organizations. Come develop 
and/or improve your football skills 
in a safe enjoyable and non-contact 
atmosphere. 

For all levels: beginners to advanced, 
boys and girls, entering K to 8th grade 
meet Saturday, June 15, 9 to 11 a.m.  at 
White Plains High School, Louck’s Field.

Preregister at White Plains Rec & 
Parks, 85 Gedney Way, White Plains or 
by phone at 914- 422-1336.

Onsite registration begins at 8:30 a.m. 
The clinic is free. In lieu of registration 

fee, the presenters suggest a $10 donation 
to Lustgarten Foundation for Pancreatic 
Cancer Research at events.lustgarten.
org/fundraiser/1853951. 

For additional information contact: 
Matt Quatrano, Program Supervisor 
914-422-1363 or email  mquatrano@
whiteplainsny.gov.

Una O’Donnell, a 12-year-old seventh 
grader at Scarsdale Middle School, 
won first-place on Saturday at the team 
championship portion of the Pitch Hit 
& Run contest, Major League Baseball’s 
annual youth skills competition for kids 
ages 7 to 14.

The White Plains resident and avid 
Mets fan already won a local competition 
in May and then a sectional contest earlier 
this month to advance to Saturday’s 
special event at Citi Field. The top three 
scores in each division age group out of 
all 30 MLB team champions will advance 
to the national finals. Those results will be 
announced live on the MLB Network on 
June 24.

National finalists will receive an all-
expense paid trip to MLB All-Star Week; 
the finalists will compete on-field prior to 
shagging fly balls during the Home Run 
Derby.

As part of Saturday’s festivities, 
before the Mets-Cardinals game at Citi  
Field, O’Donnell met Jeff McNeil, an 
infielder for the Mets.

“When they called my name I was both 
shocked and excited,” O’Donnell said of 
winning first-place. “I was so happy to get 
this far. I’ve been a Mets fan ever since I 

was born. I’ve been working hard and 
want to thank all my coaches.”

In addition to playing softball for the 
Scarsdale Middle School team and in the 
White Plains Little League, O’Donnell 
also stars for the Westchester Heat, a 
tournament travel team affiliated with the 
A-Game Sports facility in New Rochelle.

Eric Hosmer is one of several current 

and former Major League players who 
succeeded in the contest as kids. The San 
Diego Padre first baseman was the first 
Hit Pitch & Run National Finalist to make 
it to the Major Leagues, having competed 
in 1998 in the finals hosted in Denver, 
Co.  Participants in Hit Pitch & Run 
compete in either the baseball division or 
softball division.

EX AMINER SPORTS

White Plains Girl Delivers in Pitch Hit & Run Contest

Softball star Una O’Donnell won first-place on Saturday in the MLB team championship round of  the 
Pitch Hit & Run contest.

 O’Donnell with Met infielder Jeff  McNeil prior to 
Saturday’s game. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN O’DONNELL PHOTO COURTESY OF KATHLEEN MCGREAL 

White Plains Rec and Parks 
Presents JF Football Clinic for Youth  
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JACKPOT ALERT
Wheel of Fortune®  Progressive

NOW OVER
$1.4 MILLION*

You could be our next big winner.

© 2019 Califon Productions, Inc. "Wheel of Fortune" is a registered trademark of Califon Productions, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
*Current $10 Wheel of Fortune progressive jackpot as of 6/14/19.  

Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly. 


