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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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Congratulations to White Plains High School students Adam Lemoine, Samantha Fazio, and Marlee 
Reinmuth who performed in Pittsburghs Heinz Hall as part of  the 175-member Eastern Region 
American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) Honor Choir. Adam, Samantha, and Marlee were 
selected by audition from among many hundreds of  students from all over the Northeastern 
region of  the U.S. to participate in this incredible musical event. They are pictured here with the 
Honor Choir conductor, Dr. David Fryling, and their WPHS choir director, Penelope Cruz, who was 
recently elected to be president of  the ACDA Eastern Region for 2020-2022.

Downed power lines all over Westchester County caused widespread power outages during wind and rain 
storms earlier this month.

WPHS Students Selected to 
Perform in Honor Choir

WPSD Super Presents Preliminary Budget

County Legislators Demand Storm Response Answers From Utilities
By Anna Young

The Westchester County Board of 
Legislators demanded answers Monday 
from Con Edison and New York State 
Electric & Gas (NYSEG) representatives 
for the muddled response to the 
widespread power outages inflicted by 
dual Nor’easters this month.   

Throughout the special three-hour 
meeting of the entire board, lawmakers 
skewered the utilities for inadequately 
preparing for the Mar. 2 wind and 
rain storm and the Mar. 7 snowstorm. 
Legislators strongly agreed there were 
communications breakdowns and 
misinformation presented to the public 
that must be rectified.

“We’ve heard from you before that 
lessons were learned. We heard that after 
(Superstorm) Sandy that lessons were 
learned,” Majority Leader Catherine 
Parker (D-Rye) said. “The unfortunate 
thing from this experience is that it really 
throws that into question. Truly, it seems 
there was a first failure in responsiveness, 
a failure in accuracy and a failure of 
dissemination of information. It just 
seems we’re back exactly where we were 
with Sandy.”

Con Edison representatives said they 
prepared a week before the storm but 
were surprised by the “hurricane-like 
event” that arrived on Mar. 2. They said 

White Plains

By Pat Casey
The White Plains Board of Education 

held a public hearing on new 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Joseph 
Ricca’s preliminary 2018-19 school 
district budget on March 12.

The preliminary budget is $218,593,020, 
up 2.08% from the adopted budget of 
$214,135,854 for school year 2017-2018. 

The increase is slightly less than the 
previous year (2.58%), reflecting slightly 
lower revenue decreases in state and 
federal aid ($23,954,750) in 2018-19 vs. 
($24,104,849) in 2017-18. Other revenue 
decreases for 2018-19 are projected at 
$11,618,210.

The projected tax levy for 2018-19 is 
$183,020,060 vs. $176,975,345 in 2017-
18, an increase of 3.42%

The tax rate percentage increase is 
2.88%. 

Real property taxes make up 83.73% of 
the school district’s revenues. 

The Budget process calls for the School 
Board to adopt the budget on April 9 at 

its regular meeting. 
Another public hearing, on the 

Adopted Proposed Budget, as required 
by the State, will take place on May 7 at 
the start of the Board’s Regular Meeting 
at 7:30 p.m. at Education House (5 
Homeside Lane, White Plains). 

Board President Rosemarie Eller 
said, “The staff, with input from the 
community, has developed a budget 
which maintains the high quality of 
education in White Plains while being 
fiscally responsible.”  

The budget will be put before the 
taxpayers on May 16, along with two 
propositions. One will authorize the 
expenditure of existing funds in the 
Capital Reserve Fund (not to exceed 
$10,000,000) and the other authorizes 
free bus service for students who live at 
least one mile from the High School.

The community is encouraged 
to visit the district’s website,  www.
whiteplainspublicschools.org for 
information on the budget.
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restoration procedures were followed 
once the first storm impacted the 
electrical system. 

“After the storm arrived Friday, that 
didn’t actually finish until Saturday in 
terms of the wind, we were still getting 
outages and you size your mutual aid to 
the outages you are experiencing,” said 
Kyle Kimball, Con Edison’s vice president 
of government relations. “That’s why if 
you look at the timeline of us requesting 
mutual aid it begins to ramp up.”

He added the storm was so widespread 
with 147,000 outages that crews were 
requested from across the United States. 

“This was a practically devastating 
storm for our electrical system,” Kimball 
said.

Trish Nilsen, NYSEG’s director of 
emergency preparedness, said the utility’s 
personnel followed group emergency 
plans and staged about 150 line and tree 
resources in their service areas prior to 
both storms. NYSEG’s service area in 
the county, which was hit particularly 
hard, includes Yorktown, Lewisboro, 
North Salem, Bedford, Pound Ridge and 
Somers. 

Following the first storm, Nilsen 
said NYSEG expanded to 1,200 
workers, which comprised the utility’s 
own personnel, local contractors and 
additional resources; in Brewster there 
were 72,000 customers impacted. A 

company review process is underway to 
analyze the response. 

But legislators didn’t appear satisfied 
with many of the answers they were 
receiving.

“Listening to completely inconsistent 
information on how things are going and 
what the plans are from day to day, I’ll tell 
you, is beyond infuriating and it tells me 
there are people who should be in charge 
of upper management in your company 
who don’t know what the heck they’re 
doing,” Legislator MaryJane Shimsky 
(D-Hastings-on-Hudson) said. “And the 
fact that we’ve lived through this before is 
a really serious problem.”

Minority Leader John Testa 
(R-Peekskill) said that while nobody can 
control the weather or prevent trees from 
falling on power lines, residents within 
his district were trapped at home for days 
due to downed trees and high voltage 
wires. He suggested Con Edison work 
with local municipalities to expedite the 
restoration process. 

Minority Whip Gordon Burrows 
(R-Yonkers) and Shimsky demanded 
that more line workers be hired to 
offset the travel time of the out-of-state  
utility crews. 

“If you need to call mutual aid from 
1,500 miles away and they’re not here… 
for two to three days that compounds 
the problem,” Burrows said. “If you have 

experienced line workers living in the 
area there’s not a need maybe to call all 
the mutual aid staff. I want to address the 
immediate problem of staffers that are in 
the area.”

Legislator Michael Kaplowitz 
(D-Somers), who said his district “was 
blown out like a bomb,” was concerned 
that seniors at Heritage Hills in Somers 
could die without power for extended 
periods. Legislator David Tubiolo 
(R-Yonkers) shared similar concerns that 
the slow pace of restoration put lives at 
risk. 

Jane Solnick, Con Edison’s director of 
public affairs in Westchester County, said 
the utility has conducted outreach with 
senior facilities to provide preventative 
measures during storms. She agreed 
to collaborate with municipalities to 
prepare more effectively in the future. 

Following the storms, County 
Executive George Latimer, who attended 
Monday’s meeting, called for Con Edison 
and NYSEG to clean house of its senior 
managements.  

“You’ve lost the public’s trust and 
that’s a big problem for a utility company 
to have,” Legislator Catherine Borgia 
(D-Ossining) told the representatives. “I 
think this is a wakeup call for all of us on 
how we communicate with each other.”

The utility companies failed to answer 
several questions posed by the Board 

saying they would have to get back to 
them. The Board suggested they all meet 
again to discuss methods of preparation 
and continue to have an open dialogue.

Con Edison to Provide 
Food and Medicine 
Reimbursement to 
Customers

Con Ed has announced that it will 
reimburse customers who lost power 
for three consecutive days or more for 
food and medicines as a result of the two 
Nor’easters that hit our area. 

Customers may receive reimbursements 
for up to $225 or up to $515 with receipts. 
Business owners are also eligible for food 
spoilage reimbursements. 

You must file the claim within 30 
days of the outages. 

E-mail  NewClaims@coned.com  or 
mail to Con Edison Claims Department, 
PO Box 801, NY, NY 10276.

View the Con Edison website for more 
information: https://www.coned.com/
en/services-and-outages/claim-form. 
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On Saturday, March 24 at 1 p.m., 
approximately 3,000 community 
members from Westchester County are 
expected to gather for a “sibling march” 
as part of the March for Our Lives 
movement. The march is one of hundreds 
happening around the country planned 
by students in solidarity with survivors of 
gun violence. The purpose of the march 
is to call on lawmakers to make students’ 
lives and well-being a priority and to pass 
common-sense gun safety legislation.

“It is time to stop gun violence from 
tearing up communities. As a teenager, I 
realize how powerful my voice is, and that 
this is our time to speak out about a cause 
that is very important to me because it 
should not be affecting every individual 
in the United States. This is our future 
that we are fighting for, the future for the 
next generations too,” said Kelly Marx, 
18-year-old senior at White Plains High 
School and student organizer for the 
Westchester County March for Our Lives.

The rally and march in White Plains will 
enable people from all over Westchester 
County to raise their voices along with the 
more than 500 marches planned thus far 
around the globe. 

The idea to march came from grieving 
students in Parkland, FL after a 19-year-

old former student shot and killed 17 
people at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School on Feb. 14. 

The march in White Plains will begin 
at 1 p.m. at Post Road Elementary School 
and will proceed to White Plains Public 
Library. The march is about 1 mile.

A rally will begin around 2 p.m. next to 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. statue behind 
the White Plains Public Library. Student 
activists will make remarks.

To register to march visit www.
marchforourlives.com.

Local artist Michael Albert, best known for his collages, which he calls “cerealism,” visited White 
Plains High School and spoke about his career as an artist and being an entrepreneur during the 
Youth Bureau’s Exploring Career Pathways series.   Albert shared his personal journey with the 
students and shared inspiring words and advice. The students, many aspiring artists themselves, 
hung on to every word and were thrilled when Albert presented everyone with signed copies of  
some of  his prints.

Local Artist Inspires WPHS 
Students During Career Series
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The Hon. John Martin and Seamus Clarke Feted by Board of Legislators
The Westchester County Board of 

Legislators gathered March 12, to honor 
local businessmen and community leaders 
as part of the Board’s annual Irish History 
and Heritage Celebration.

Board Chair Benjamin Boykin 
presented a proclamation to White Plains 
Common Council President John Martin, 
whose family emigrated from Ireland in 
the 19th century.

Martin has served for more than nine 
years on the White Plains Council, and 
also is the past Chair of the White Plains 
Urban Renewal Agency and the White 

Plains Business Improvement District. 
He is an attorney and entrepreneur and 
currently serves as Vice President and 
General Counsel of All New York Title 
Agency, Inc., which he founded in White 
Plains in 1995. 

Martin was recognized by the Board on 
Monday  for his role as Founder and 
Chair of the White Plains St. Patrick's 
Day Parade Committee, which launched 
the city’s annual parades beginning in 
1998.  The “green” parade has grown to 
be one of the biggest and most popular 
parades in Westchester.  For 21 years it 

has marched on under Martin’s consistent 
guidance.

“I’m proud of our parade and all 
that it has come from, from its humble 
beginnings,” Martin said. “I’m proud of 
all that it stands for, which includes the 
contribution of immigrants from Ireland 
and by extension the contributions of 
immigrants from all parts of the world 
and all faiths, creeds and colors.”

Legislator David Tubiolo presented a 
Board proclamation to Seamus Clarke, 
who owns and operates J.P. Clarke’s Saloon 
on McLean Avenue in Yonkers. Clarke’s 

opened in 1996, realizing Seamus Clarke’s 
dream of owning his own business after 
coming to the U.S. in the 1980s from 
County Leitrim.

Clarke is a board member of the McLean 
Avenue Merchant’s Association and an 

active member of the Irish community 
in Yonkers, including running the annual 
fundraising golf outing for the Aisling 
Irish Community Center, which assists 
Irish immigrants in their transition to life 
in America.

Noting that McLean Avenue has the 
highest concentration of Irish population 
in Westchester, Legislator Tubiolo said, 
“Seamus epitomizes McLean, the Irish 
and us as Americans.”

Clarke commented on the history of 
Irish immigrants in Westchester going 
back to the 19th century saying, “We 
are very proud as immigrants, that our 
ancestors played their part in building up 
this great county and this great country.”

Monday evening’s festivities began with 
a performance by the Pipes and Drums 
of the Emerald Society of Westchester, a 
rendition of the Irish national anthem 
by singer/guitarist Padraig Allen  
and a performance by the O’Rourke  
Irish Dancers.

Seamus Clarke (left) and John Martin. 
TERESA TOSCANO PHOTO
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Twenty artists from throughout 
the Hudson Valley have submitted 
proposals for a public art opportunity 
in the City of White Plains. 
ArtsWestchester, in partnership 
with the City of White Plains, 
White Plains Business Improvement 
District (BID) and Kite Realty 
Group, recently put out a Request 
for Proposals for an artist/designer 
or artist team to design and install 
graphics for a street painting for 
the “Arts Avenue” drop-off/pick-up 
lane between ArtsWestchester and 
the City Center on Mamaroneck 
Avenue, inclusive of the vacant street 
space on Martine Avenue, between 
the crosswalk and handicap parking 
space.  

Janet Langsam, CEO of 
ArtsWestchester explains, “This 
year marks the 20th anniversary of 
ArtsWestchester’s purchase of the 
landmark Peoples Bank & Trust 
Building on Mamaroneck Avenue. 
To celebrate this anniversary and 
the transformation of the former 
bank building into a multi-use arts 
incubator, we are commissioning 
a public art project that will help 
identify our historic building as a 
center of creative activity in the City 
of White Plains.”

The recent Request for Proposals 

asked artists to consider 
the following goals. 

1. To improve the 
pedestrian experience. 

2. To build visibility 
of ArtsWestchester’s 
headquarters at 31 
Mamaroneck Avenue.

3. To help celebrate 
the 20th anniversary 
of ArtsWestchester’s 
residence in its historic 
building.

Artists were 
encouraged to submit 
designs for the project 
that are distinctive, 
that consider the 
character and historic 
significance of the 
building, as well as the City’s street 
life, and that will comply with traffic 
and safety regulations. 

Applicants had to be at least 
18 years old, and must live or 
maintain a studio address in the 
lower Hudson Valley region of 
New York, including NYC (all five 
boroughs), Westchester, Rockland, 
Putnam, Orange, Dutchess, Ulster, 
and Sullivan Counties. The selected 
artist(s) also must be registered to do 
business in New York State. The artist 
honorarium for the street art project 

will be between $15,000 and $20,000.
The site for the project is described 

as the Mamaroneck Avenue drop-off/
pick-up lane is the “Welcome Mat” to 
ArtsWestchester and the City Center 
(home to shops, restaurants, the White 
Plains Performing Arts Center and 
Cinema de Lux.) The approximately 1,694 
square foot space available for artwork 
includes the vacant street space on 
Martine Avenue, between the pedestrian 
crosswalk and handicap parking space 
(highlighted in the diagram in yellow.) 
No work shall be performed in any of the 
traffic lanes on Mamaroneck Ave. 

Twenty Artists Submit Proposals for 20th Anniversary Arts Avenue Project
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The yellow highlighted area of  the diagram shows where the street 
‘Arts Avenue” project will be constructed.

Over the last two decades, ArtsWestchester has transformed 
the nine-story building from the Peoples National Bank & Trust 
bank into a cultural hub of  activity for artists and creative 
businesses. To mark this anniversary, ArtsWestchester will 
be undergoing a series of  façade improvements and the 
new sign installations were part of  the first phase. Two new 
ArtsWestchester signs were installed with a bucket truck high 
on the exterior of  the building in order to better designate the 
building as the cultural destination that ArtsWestchester has 
become. The installation was done by SIGNARAMA Hartsdale.
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Letters Policy

White Plains Rec and Parks Accepting Summer Camp Staff Applications

Junior League Seeks Teen Clothing 
For Local Girls in Need

LWVWP Honors Beth Smayda 
with Civic Engagement Award

Film Activity in Westchester Off to a Good Start in 2018  
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The League of Women Voters of White 
Plains has honored former White Plains 
Councilmember (2010 to 2017) Beth 
Smayda with its Civic Engagement Award. 

A public finance professional for 
over 25 years, Beth has a long history 
of involvement in the White Plains 
community, having served as a past 
President of the White Plains League of 
Women Voters, Chair of the League’s City 
Budget Committee for 20 years and Chair 
of the City Government Committee. She 
also served on the White Plains PTA 
Council, chairing the School Budget and 
Legislation Committees, work for which 
she received the PTA Jenkins Award.

Beth’s public finance career began at 
Moody’s Investors Service after working 
as a researcher on intergovernmental and 
local government financial issues for the 
New York State Legislative Commission 
on State-Local Relations. At Moody’s she 
was an Assistant Vice President in the 
Northeast Group.  She then went to MBIA 
where she worked for 18 years analyzing, 
marketing, executing, monitoring, and 
remediating municipal bond transactions. 
Beth then went to BondFactor Company 
as Managing Director and is now a 

Director at the ACA Financial Guaranty 
Corporation.

In 2006 Beth co-founded the Northeast 
Woman in Public Finance (NEWPF), a 
network of 1,000+ women from all fields 
in the public finance industry. She served 
as Co-President through 2012 and was 
named in December 2013 as a Trailblazing 
Woman in Public Finance by the Bond 
Buyer. She has been a long-time member 
of the Municipal Analysts of New York.

Beth Smayda

The Junior League of Central 
Westchester (JLCW) has kicked off of 
a donation drive for teen girls’ clothing 
and personal items. New and gently used 
donations are needed for the upcoming 
Teen Boutique, an event created by 
The Sharing Shelf of Family Services of 
Westchester (FSW). Teen Boutique is a 
one-day free shopping boutique for girls 
ages 13-19 from families in financial 
need. The private event will be held at 
the Westchester County Center in late 
April.

The Sharing Shelf will welcome at 
least 250 girls, referred through schools 
and area nonprofits such as community 
groups, social service agencies and 
food pantries. Each shopper will select 
a week’s worth of spring and summer 
clothing and accessories including 
shirts, shorts, sweaters, skirts, dresses, 
shoes, pants, jewelry, bras, new socks 
and new underwear. 

The JLCW is calling on the local 
community for donations to make the 
event a success. Clothing should be 

gently used or new, in clean, wearable 
condition and seasonally appropriate. 
Accepted sizes are Teen/Adult S to 
XL and pants 0-20. There is an acute 
need for Adult L/XL tops and pants in 
women/teen size 10 (30) and larger.

“Teen Boutique has been a vast success 
because it empowers the teen girls to 
choose the essential items they need 
to thrive, enabling them to feel valued 
and more confident,” said Deborah 
Blatt, Program Director and Founder 
of The Sharing Shelf. “We are excited to 
pair with the JLCW once again. With 
each Teen Boutique, we see the power 
of the Westchester community coming 
together to make it happen, and we look 
forward to the continued support of 
those who need it most.”

Through the month of March, 
donations can be dropped off on the 
porch at the JLCW’s Wayside Cottage at 
1039 Post Road, Scarsdale. 

For more information and ways 
to get involved, visit http://www.
jlcentralwestchester.org/teenboutique.

According to the Westchester County 
Office of Tourism & Film, film activity 
in Westchester County has risen 
significantly in the last two years marked 
by a significant uptick in feature film 
location shoots. Westchester County 
collected a total of $656,224 in location 

fees for film, television, and commercial 
shoots at county-owned properties, a 31% 
increase vs. 2016. In addition, production 
days for county-owned properties in 2017 
were up 27% from 2016.

County Executive George Latimer said: 
“Film activity is an important contributor 

to our local economy in Westchester. 
Our municipalities, local businesses and 
local residents reap economic benefits 
from film activity. It’s also a point of pride 
for us. We enjoy seeing our beautiful 
County in films, television projects and 
commercials.”

Director of Westchester County Office 
of Tourism and Film Natasha Caputo 
notes film activity for 2018 is already 
off to an impressive start. “Goldfinch,” 
directed by John Crowley and starring 
Sarah Paulson and Ansel Elgort, began 
shooting in Yonkers in February.

Caputo said: “As more location 
managers and scouts discover 
Westchester’s benefits, word gets around 
quickly. They’ve discovered you can access 
exquisitely maintained historic properties, 

impressive government buildings, private 
homes, gorgeous parks, rural towns, 
bustling cities, farmland, industrial 
spaces, restaurants, and hotels—and 
everything is within easy reach.”

White Plains Recreation and Parks is 
looking for youth, 16 to 20 years old who 
sincerely enjoy working with children. 
These positions require hardworking, 
dynamic individuals who have good 
leadership skills. Applications are 
available on the City website, www.
cityofwhiteplains.com, under the Camp 
Staff/Employment link, or can be picked 

up at the White Plains Recreation & Parks 
Department at 85 Gedney Way, White 
Plains.  

Candidates must be able to fulfill the 
following requirements: Be at least 16 
years old as of June 15, 2018 (Teen Camp 
candidates must be at least 18 years of age 
by June 15, 2018); be available to work 
typically from 8 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. daily; 

must be available for the entire six (6) 
week camp season, July 2 to Aug.10; must 
attend the mandatory staff orientation on 
Thursday, June 28, Noon to 5 p.m.

All applicants must bring their 
application for an in-person review 
before acceptance. Reviews will be held 
at the White Plains Recreation & Parks 
Community Center, 65 Mitchell Place, 

White Plains, from 2:30 to 5 p.m. on one 
of the following days: Monday, March 26, 
Tuesday, March 27, or Wednesday, March 
28. No appointment needed, drop in 
review only. Completed applications must 
include all specified documentation.

For additional information call 
914-422-1424 or e-mail at atofano@
whiteplainsny.gov. 
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Obituaries

WP Man Found Guilty in Engaging in Sex 
with Child

Jard Hobbs (DOB 5/5/73) was convicted 
of engaging in a course of sexual conduct 
with a child under 13 years old. Judge 
Susan Cacace presided over the jury trial 
in Westchester County Court.

Hobbs was found guilty on three counts: 
Course of Sexual Conduct against a Child 
in the First Degree,  a class B violent 
felony; Rape in the Second Degree, a class 
D felony; Endangering the Welfare of a 
Child, a class A misdemeanor.

Prosecutors stated the sexual abuse 
began when the child was 11 and ended 
when she was 13 at which time she told 
her family. The defendant was in his 
40s.  They subsequently reported the 
abuse to Rye Police.  During the police 
investigation, they found DNA evidence 
including semen in the child’s shorts, 
which corroborated the charges.

Rye Police arrested Hobbs at his White 
Plains residence July 7, 2017.

Hobbs has been remanded without bail 
while he is awaiting sentencing May 15, 
2018. He faces up to 32 years in prison, 
with post-release supervision, and he will 
have to register as a sex offender after he 

gets out of jail. 
The case was investigated by Rye Police, 

the Child Abuse Bureau of the Special 
Prosecutions Division of the DA’s Office 
and the Westchester County Department 
of Public Safety. 

It was prosecuted by ADA Paul Stein, 
Chief of the Child Abuse Bureau, and 
ADA Karen Herbert of the Special 
Prosecutions Division.

Jard Hobbs

Samuel G. Fredman
Hon. Samuel G. Fredman of White 

Plains passed on March 14. Survived by his 
sons Neil (Michele) and Andrew (Susan 
Leon), grandchildren Daniel (Stephanie), 
Joshua (Jaime), Ariele (Perry) and Alison, 
and two great grandchildren.

Sam Fredman led a distinguished career 
as an attorney, judge and arbitrator since 
he began practicing law in 1949. Sam 
focused on matrimonial law for 40 years 
and reached the highest pinnacle of the 

bar in this area, resulting in his selection 
to the prestigious American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers. From 1989-2000, 
Sam served as a justice of the Supreme 
Court of the State of New York, Ninth 
Judicial Circuit.

After retiring from the bench, Sam 
became a private arbitrator and mediator, 
serving as counsel at Wilson Elser. His 
ability to bring together the parties to a 
lawsuit and find common ground among 
their varied interests was invaluable in 
resolving hundreds of disputes over the 
years without the expense of litigation.

Sam also was active in numerous 
professional, community, charitable, 
religious and political organizations in 
White Plains, Westchester County and 
elsewhere. Sam was past chairman of the 
SUNY-Purchase Council; past chairman 
of the Westchester County Democratic 
Committee and member of its Executive 
Committee; and co-founder and past 
president of the Westchester Jewish 
Council (formerly Conference) and 
member of its Executive Committee. He 
also was a member of the Anne Frank 
Center USA Advisory Board.

Sam served in the U.S. Army Air Forces 
from 1943-1946 and was honorably 
discharged as a technical sergeant after 
service in the South Pacific theater and in 
Japan.

Congresswoman Nita Lowey offered 
the following statement on Judge 
Fredman’s passing: “I am deeply saddened 
to learn of the passing of Judge Samuel G. 
Fredman. Sam Fredman was not afraid 
to speak his mind, always guided by the 
principles of justice and fairness for all. 

Throughout his more than six decades of 
public service, he distinguished himself as 
a leading attorney, judge, State Supreme 
Court Justice and arbitrator. Sam also 
generously shared his wisdom and talent 
with many community, professional, 
religious and political organizations. … 
Sam continued throughout his long career 
and into retirement to demonstrate to all 
that he was a member of ‘The Greatest 
Generation.’

“Westchester has lost a dynamic leader, 
skilled jurist, wise counselor and dedicated 
mentor to dozens of organizations and 
individuals.    

“And I have lost a dear friend and 
trusted advisor, the first to support my 
entry into elected office 30 years ago.”

Services were held March 16 at Temple 
Israel Center, White Plains followed 
by interment in the Sharon Gardens 
cemetery, Valhalla. 

Vincent F. LeBlanc
Deacon Vincent F. “Bob” LeBlanc 

died on March 11 in his home in West 
Harrison surrounded by family. He was 
90 years old. 

Bob led a life of loving service to 
community, faith, and family. He was 
born to Hosanna and Servand LeBlanc on 
September 3, 1927 in Hardwick, a vibrant 
French-Canadian enclave in northern 

Vermont. He left his parents’ dairy farm 
to enlist in the U.S. Army, serving in 
Korea from 1950–1953 with the 65th 
Infantry, 3rd Division, Company G. He 
was awarded the Combat Infantry Badge 
and attained the rank of corporal, though 
he remained humble about his service for 
the rest of his life.

After the war, Bob returned to Hardwick 
to marry the love of his life, Mignonne 
LeCours, who grew up on the farm next 
door. They were wed on May 21, 1955 at 
St. Norbert’s Church, and would go on to 
have six children, 18 grandchildren, and 
four great-grandchildren. 

Bob and Mignonne moved to 
Purchase in 1955, where Bob maintained 
Mary Louise and Ogden Reid’s Ophir 
Hill estate. He later worked as the 

maintenance supervisor at the Purchase 
Community House, where he poured his 
craft and ingenuity into many projects, 
including the design and construction of 
the miniature golf course that bears his  
name today.

In 1980 Bob was ordained a permanent 
deacon of the Roman Catholic Church at 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City. 
He served the people of St. Anthony of 
Padua Church in West Harrison and the 
Purchase Fire Department as chaplain 
from 1980–2003. Especially devoted to 
the sick, particularly children and the 
elderly, he volunteered countless hours 
ministering to patients at Westchester 
Medical Center, Blythedale Children’s 
Hospital, and Ruth Taylor Geriatric and 
Rehabilitation Institute.

An avid artist and craftsman, Bob loved 
transforming everyday and discarded 
objects into furniture, appliances, jewelry, 
and works of art for his patients, family, 
and friends. Affectionately known as 
Pépère, he delighted his grandchildren 
and many others with his hand-painted 
magnets. In recent years, Bob spent his 
days devouring word puzzles and blessing 
visitors with his quiet presence and 
unexpected humor. He brought joy to all 
who knew him.

He is survived by his loving wife of 
63 years, Mignonne LeBlanc; a brother, 
Joseph LeBlanc; three sisters, Louise 
(Charles) Nye, Rose (Robert) Carlson, 
and Georgette (Louis) Gianuzzi; six 
children, Daniel LeBlanc, Nicole 
(Charles) Decker, Claire (David) Kapusta, 
Michele (Leon) LeBlanc, Monique 

(Mark) Miculcy, and Elisabeth (Adam) 
Emerson; 18 grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren; many nieces and 
nephews, and his beloved parish family at 
St. Anthony of Padua.

A Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated on March 15 at St. Anthony 
of Padua Church. He will be buried in 
Hardwick, VT. Memorial contributions 
can be made in Deacon Bob’s name to St. 
Anthony of Padua Church, 85 Harrison 
Street, West Harrison, NY, 10604.

 

Hon. Samuel G. Fredman

Vincent F. Le Blanc
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A House’s Ceiling Height Has Evolved Over the Years
December 30, 2014 - January 5, 2015 The Examiner14

Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.

A visitor to our home last week 
commented on its luxuriously high 
ceilings and how “open” it made our living 
space.  

Yes, we opted to pay more money 
for the top floor of our condo building, 
which featured ceiling heights that are two 
feet higher than on lower floors.  Once 
experiencing 10-foot ceilings, it’s hard to 
go back.  

Many years ago, when my wife and I 
discovered our dream home, we were 
delighted that we could figure out a way to 
turn a one-and one-half story saltbox wing 
with all original 18th century details into a 
separate apartment.  

However, it came with one caveat. 
Whenever it was available for rent and 
we received inquiries from prospective 
tenants, the first thing my wife would ask 
was, “Do you mind telling me how tall you 
are?”

There was always a questioning pause 
on the other end of the line, but if the 
answer was 6-foot-2 or over, her response 
was, “Sorry, I don’t think this apartment 
would be for you.” 

The reason was simple to explain. The 
structure was built in 1734 when people 
were shorter, and the ceilings on both 
floors are barely two inches more than 
that in height. We didn’t want to waste 
any very tall person’s time in considering 
a home where they might feel like Gulliver 

visiting Lilliput or Alice 
in Wonderland inside the 
rabbit’s house.

In those days, most 
houses were utilitarian 
structures and 
homebuilders knew that 
lower ceilings meant less 
space to heat in winter 
and, therefore, less wood 
chopping to fit into a day 
already bursting with 
physical activity.

Greater affluence 
afforded ceilings with 
greater height. The same 
holds true today. While 
ceiling heights in Victorian 
times had reached an 
average of 13 feet, based 
on English city houses, 
heights moderated to eight feet with the 
advent of mass housing developments 
after World War II. That height, based 
on the standardized length of an eight-
foot stud, stayed in place until the term 
McMansion was coined in the early 1980s, 
where center halls and family rooms could 
soar two stories high. 

By the end of the 20th century, increased 
fuel costs put a damper on ceiling heights 
so that today the average new construction 
had nine-foot ceilings on the first floor and 
eight feet on the second. That extra foot 

in height on the first floor, it 
is estimated, can increase the 
building cost from $20,000 to 
$30,000 for a 4,000-square-
foot house, depending on the 
region. 

To keep everything in 
proper scale, a higher ceiling 
means larger furniture, taller 
windows, thicker crown 
molding, a taller fireplace 
mantel and bigger light 
fixtures. Even artwork has to 
be larger to cover more wall 
space.

What mitigates the extra 
expense of taller ceilings is the 
cost savings that come from 
better insulation and other 
energy-saving improvements 
to windows and doors.

In the distant past, homes were built with 
what we call a “balloon frame,” where studs 
go from grade level to roof, as opposed to 
the “platform frame” we use today, where 
each floor’s studs make its own separate 
box and one box is placed upon the other. 
With a balloon frame, ceilings could be 
any height, but as the milling of studs 
was standardized to eight feet in the early 
20th century, ceiling heights were almost 
universally that same measurement.

A comfortable ceiling height today 
depends on who you talk to. An architect 

friend told me that affluent clients are 
asking for a nine-foot minimum ceiling 
but prefer 10- or even 12-foot ceilings. 
Anything less than that is unacceptable 
to the people who do not have to be 
concerned with utility costs. New zoning 
regulations keep even the wealthiest clients 
from going overboard. Building height is 
limited in our communities, which in turn 
limits the height to which we can build 
ceilings.

Beyond cost, another factor to consider is 
the psychology of it all. Pulte Homes, one of 
the nation’s largest homebuilders, recently 
conducted research demonstrating that 
while consumers like higher ceilings to 
give a room a more expansive feel, it can 
render the space cold and austere.    

Today, besides an open floor plan, we 
want homes that are more inviting, casual 
and warm. Part of achieving that is with 
ceilings that are appropriately scaled. So, 
if you’re a house hunter, carefully consider 
the space between your head and ceiling, 
because it can’t be changed easily, unless 
you partake of the magic mushrooms 
enjoyed by Alice in Wonderland!

While Bill Primavera, The Home Guru, 
enjoys a career as a writer and publicist, 
he is a Realtor® with William Raveis Real 
Estate, specializing in upper Westchester 
and Putnam Counties.  To engage the 
services of The Home Guru to market your 
home for sale, call 914-522-2076.
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You Are What You Eat, But is That Who You Want To Be? 

By Nick Antonaccio

Last week I 
introduced the Slow 
Food movement and 
its inevitable offshoot, 
Slow Wine. After 
penning my column, 
I began to think about 
the evolution of diets 
across European and 

Asian countries and in 
the United States.

From the Mediterranean diet to the 
American “fast food nation” dietary 
habits, culinary traditions have evolved, 
more over the past 50 years than in the 
previous millennia. Historically, the 
American diet, which as a reflection of 
our entrepreneurial spirit and ambition, 
has been focused on immediacy and 
efficiency as compared to the laid-
back Mediterranean diet and its Asian 
equivalent, which have been focused on 
the appreciation of food and the intrinsic, 
interwoven role of wine and other 
beverages.

Yet in this era of pandemic information 
overload, the two dietary patterns are 
beginning to cross over, for better and 
for worse. Allow me to contextualize 
these dietary changes into a historical 
perspective. An anthropological review 
provides a roadmap to the evolution of 
these once divergent diets.

The human body has evolved very 

little over the last 40,000 years. It was 
“designed” for a specific diet, one that 
was reliant on readily available products 
and ingredients. Think about the diet 
of early homo sapiens: berries, root 
vegetables (each a complex – or good – 
carbohydrate), nuts, fermented juices, 
wild game and a mastodon steak once 
or twice a year. This diet 
prevailed for millennia 
but then, as the population 
grew, along came cities 
and the need to feed the 
masses. Industrialized 
agriculture – principally 
processed grains and 
products with pumped up 
sugar (bad carbohydrates) 
– became a primary source for food, a 
divergence that is not in humans’ DNA.   

As the Industrial Age gradually 
infiltrated our lives, so too did the 
commercial food industry, notably in the 
United States. Scientific applications and 
additives were introduced to preserve 
and extend the shelf life of raw food. Not 
coincidentally, commencing in the mid 
20th century, the incidence of cancer, 
heart disease and obesity began to rise 
to near epidemic levels. Through all of 
these changes, wine remained a healthy, 
unadulterated staple.

Until recently, Americans were uniquely 
impacted by the rise in life-threatening 
diseases. The USDA has addressed these 
issues, and they didn’t have to look far for 
a solution. Mediterranean-rim countries 
have resisted what the Americans have 
succumbed to. Their diets more closely 
resemble a diet for which our physiology 
was designed: a balance of unadulterated, 
minimally processed proteins, fats and 

carbohydrates, lubricated by fermented 
juice. 

However, there is a strange irony in this 
tale. Americans, introduced to the “French 
Paradox” 20 years ago, have begun to 
slowly change to a more Mediterranean 
focused diet. The rest of the world, 
however, has begun to succumb to the 

ubiquitous American diet. 
As American capitalism 
has expanded across the 
globe, there has been a rise 
in overly processed foods, 
coupled with an increase 
in the consumption of fatty 
foods (hamburgers and 
super-sized French fries) 
and sugary soft drinks. 

For example, historically the incidence 
of heart disease in Japan and France 
was minor compared to the United 
States. This all changed as American 
food manufacturers expanded to these 
countries over the last quarter century. 
Today, heart disease has become a major 
concern in these countries as well as other 
globalized nations that have embraced 
the American diet.   

There is one constant in the evolution 
of early man’s diet. Wine has been a 
beverage of choice for millennia, growing 
in popularity to this day. This “superfood” 
is considered an elixir for health and a 

social lubricant that ameliorates modern 
day stress. Even the USDA agrees: 
“Moderate alcohol consumption also is 
associated with reduced risk of all-cause 
mortality among middle-aged and older 
adults and may help to keep cognitive 
function intact with age.”

Sound diets are on the rise in the 
United States. We’re moving in the right 
direction, but the road is a long and 
arduous one to synchronize our lifestyle 
with our physiology. My advice: rather 
than inhaling your food, take a deep 
breath, exhale and smell the roses – and 
the rosemary – in your next meal.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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Flavorful Culinary Road Trips

By Morris Gut

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

I had the pleasure of 
visiting several culinary 
cities and sites this 
past year, encountering 
celebrities from all over 
the food spectrum. 
I would like to share 
some of them with 
you. When I was in 

the nation’s Capital this past winter, 
I just had to revisit the ‘Bon Appetit! 
Julia Child’s Kitchen at the Smithsonian’ 
in Washington, D.C., a remarkable 
utensil by utensil reconstruction of 
her Cambridge kitchen highlighted by 
memorabilia and videos of her famous 
TV cooking shows. I was delighted to 
see fans of all ages coming to pay respect 
to her iconic legacy. It inspired me. The 
exhibit is in the National Museum of 
American History, and a must visit www.
JuliaChildsKitchenattheSmithsonian.org.
Dining During the Cherry Blossom Festival 
in D.C. 

It is lovely this time of the year, and it 
helps remove some of the political tension 
in the air. The annual Cherry Blossom 
Festival in Washington D.C. takes place 
from March 20tthrough April 15 and there 
are culinary options galore all over our 
beautiful Capital. Here is a compendium.

After a wonderful walk through the 
new District Wharf development (www.
wharfdc.com) along Maine Ave. next 
to the boatyards, which is chock full of 
eateries, we got hungry. We booked a table 
at Jaleo for two reasons: we respect what 
Chef Jose Andres has accomplished both 
in and out of his kitchens, and we finally 
wanted to taste a sampling of his work. 
Jaleo is colorful, bustling, with a very 
enthusiastic staff. We shared the pleasant 
house Sangria and ordered small plates 
of Bacon Wrapped Dates, Pulpo, Patata 
Bravas, and Gambas. All were flavorful 
mouthfuls, except for the pulpo. Did not 
care for the consistency. We shared their 
flan for dessert, and the creaminess was 
very much to our liking. Over the top, 
in fact. But, alas, a frustratingly small 

portion. Could have easily done a couple 
more. Delicious! Overall, we will be back 
to try more tapas, perhaps party over one 
of their Paellas www.jaleo.com.

I always enjoy a run through Georgetown 
and this visit was no exception. We went 
down to K Street to try Farmers Fishers 
Bakers. We had never been in this section 
before and it was busy, like the rest of the 
area. Picturesque as well. Ice skating was 
in full swing, and from the boardwalk 
there is a dramatic view of the Kennedy 
Center and Watergate Hotel across the 
Potomac. 

Inside FFB there was a half hour wait 
we were told. It was lunchtime. The joint 
was jumping. Not even a 
seat at the bar. We lucked 
out when a couple of tables 
emptied early and got a 
center booth overlooking 
the entire setting. It 
happened to be Restaurant 
Week and we both ordered 
a couple of $22 three 
course lunches. They did not disappoint. 

For me, a starter salad with shaved 
cauliflower, Asian pear, sunflower seeds, 
celery and raisins. Refreshingly good. 
I followed with the Bricked Chicken 
served with citrus-griddled onions and 
farm-a-roni succotash. The chicken was 
beautifully grilled, the skin nice and 
crispy, the meat practically melted in 
your mouth. I have always been a sucker 
for succotash and this portion was quite 
good. For dessert I had the Boston Cream 
Pie, which was not the BCP I know. This 
version was more of a cream layer cake, or 
perhaps they just brought me the wrong 
item. My companion did not suffer either: 
a fine spinach, mushroom and fennel salad 
with beets and basil, followed by Fisher’s 
Fry Platter piled high with bay scallops, 
choice of dipping sauces, with peanut 
cider slaw and street corn. I just knew she 
would order the Key Lime Pie for dessert. 
Service was very friendly, and considering 
the crowd, efficient. Overall, it was a 
fantastic deal www.farmersfishersbakers.
com. 

We re-visited Central Michel Richard 
along Pennsylvania Ave. and enjoyed 
their take on such titillating French 
bistro fare as: Country Pate with all 
the trimmings; Lump Crabcake with 
leek tartar; Grilled Salmon with lentils; 
tender Steak Frites, and a most amazing 
artisanal deconstructed Banana Split that 
was enough for two. It was hard to pass 
on their famous Napoleon layered with 
luscious cream. Founder and uber-Chef 
Michel Richard passed away not long ago. 
Yet, as a testament to his team, Central is 
as good as ever. One of our favorites in 
D.C. www.centralmichelrichard.com. 

We were looking forward to visiting 
Isabella Eatery at posh Tysons Galleria 
in McLean, just a few miles outside of 
The District. We had heard a lot about 
Chef/Restaurateur Mike Isabella and his 

work from D.C. to Richmond. 
We scored a great parking spot 
near the entrance to the mall and 
anxiously entered. There was a big 
Isabella Eatery sign to greet us. 
The Isabella Eatery ‘food hall’ is 
a bit confusing at first, all those 
separate eating counters with 
a sprawling dining and seating 
area in the center. Patrons can 
sit either at a counter, or in a 
communal dining area where the 
waitstaff will hand you a menu 
listing specialties from each of 
the nine or so eating sections. 
You can mix and match as you 

wish from Greek to 
Mexican fare. 

Right across the 
hall sits Graffiato, 
one of Isabella’s more 
popular concepts, 
featuring ‘comfort’ 
Italian specialties. We 
opted for the small bar there. 

The Graffiato space itself was crowded at 
lunchtime. We shared orders of Arugula 
Salad and one of their wood burning oven 
pizzas called The Forager, topped with 

artichoke, mushrooms, ricotta, mozzarella 
and roasted garlic. Both the salad and the 
crusty pizza were very flavorful www.
isabellaeatery.com. 

After touring some of the shops we 
stopped at Danielle’s Desserts. So glad we 
did. The ‘killer’ cakes and pies beckoned. 
It was a hard decision, but a big portion 
of their Pecan Coconut Chocolate Chip 
Pie and Strawberries and Cream Layer 
Cake did the decadent trick. I sensed a 
Southern flair in this bakeshop www.
daniellesdesserts.com. 

For me, no trip to The Beltway is 
complete without a Vietnamese meal at 
Eden Center in Falls Church. It is sort of 
a Vietnamese version of Chinatown and 
always busy. Our favorite eating spot is 
Huong Viet where we always order pretty 
much the same thing: a big bowl of Pho 
for me, and lettuce wraps with beef for 
the lady. And it is consistently satisfying 
and reasonably priced. Must try one of 
the Banh Mi shops on a future visit www.
edencenter.com. 

Dining with Lidia at Barnes & Noble, 
Westchester 

Culinary entrepreneur Lidia Bastianich 
made a guest appearance at Barnes & 
Noble in Eastchester late last year. Several 
hundred turned out to hear her discuss 
her cookbooks and field questions about 
her stellar career. She managed to rouse 
the crowd. It was nice to see her again. 
I am a fan. I have always considered her 
cooking style to be ‘vivacious and lush’. 
And Felidia, her famous restaurant in 
Manhattan, is where I celebrated my 60th.

Prior to her talk, we decided to have an 
early dinner at the new Barnes & Noble 
Kitchen on the premises. It is a new concept 
the bookseller is testing. Every time I visit 
the store, usually in the afternoon, I notice 
how active the restaurant and coffee bar 
have become. The house ‘no reservations’ 
policy worried me a bit, especially with 
Lidia on the premises, but the manager 
led us to a good table for two where we 
were able to watch the evening unfold. 

We ordered a tasty well-oiled and 
herbed Hummus Platter with za’tar, 
surrounded with carrots and multi-color 
broccoli for dipping. The crackly Lavash 
toast that came along with it was just 
delicious. We craved more. Our mains: 
Brick Cooked Chicken (here it is again), 
on the bone served with a potato puree 
with tarragon and watercress. Tender 
and very flavorful. And, Plancha-Cooked 
Salmon served on a bed of whole grain 
tabbouleh salad and basil dressing. The 
salmon filet cooked just right, the salad 
a fine counterpoint. We were impressed, 
better than we anticipated for this type of 
in-store operation. We will return www.
barnesandnoblekitchen.com. 

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing 
consultant and former restaurant trade 
magazine editor. He has been tracking and 
writing about the food and dining scene 
in greater Westchester for 30 years. He 
may be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonlione.net.  Crusty bread, garlic and olive oil at Jaleo, D.C. 

 Delicious flan at Jaleo, D.C. 

Lidia Bastianich at Barnes & Noble, Westchester
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The Examiner is happy to help spread 
the word about your community event. 
Please submit your information at least 
three weeks prior to your event to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. For a full listing 
of the upcoming week's events, visit www.
theexaminernews.com and click on 
Happenings.

Tuesday, March 20
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. Smart Resistance 

- a conversation about how to resist most 
effectively. Robert Reich has laid out 
guidelines for 2018. Reich is a political 
commentator, professor and author 
who served in the administrations of 
Presidents Ford, Carter and Clinton, 
and was a member of President-elect 
Obama’s economic transition advisory 
board. Many consider him a very smart 
commentator on economic and politics. 
Michael Hackett will facilitate. Tuesdays@
Dorry’s gathers conservation partners 
every Tuesday to share a meal and learn 
from presenters invited each week. Food 
ordering starts at 5:30 p.m. presentation 6 
to 7 p.m. Dorry’s Diner, 468Mamaroneck 
Ave., White Plains, 914-682-0005.

Wednesday, March 21
America’s Chronic Condition: The 

Rising Cost of Your Healthcare. There are 
many complex issues confronting us as 
we provide, consume and pay for health 
care. Now more than ever, we need to start 
prescribing solutions. Hear from experts 
in a balanced conversation as they discuss 
the challenges with providing healthcare 
coverage and keeping costs down. Find 
out what you need to know as a business 
owner, employee or healthcare provider. 
The panelists are Kevin Dahill,  of 
Suburban  Hospital Alliance; Mary Jo 
Jacobs,  of USI Insurance Services; Dr. 
Charles Rothberg, Medical Society of the 
State of New York; and Eric Linzer,  of 
the New York Health Plan Association. 
Presented by the Westchester County 
Association (WCA). DoubleTree by 
Hilton, 455 S. Broadway, Tarrytown. 8 
to 10 a.m. WCA members: $35. Non-
members: $45. Info and registration: Visit 
www.westchester.org.

Noonday Getaway Concert. 
Cellist  David Heiss  is a member of the 
Metropolitan Opera Orchestra and is 
principal cellist of The New York Pops 
at Carnegie Hall. Featured as a concerto 
soloist and recitalist in a wide range of 
repertoire, he plays a John Betts cello, dated 
1789. He is joined by the pianist Warren 
Jones, a member of the faculty of the 
Manhattan School of Music and the Music 
Academy of the West, who is Principal 
Pianist for the exciting California chamber 
music group Camerata Pacifica.12:10 p.m. 
at Grace Episcopal Church, 33 Church St., 
White Plains. This 30-minute free concert 

is open to the public, and made possible 
with the generous support of Dagher 
Engineering, PLLC. 

Thursday, March 22
Literary Lunch. A social event and 

literary discussion led by Manhattanville 
alumnus Donna Miele. Bring your 
own lunch and join us for a discussion 
of current issues in the literary world. 
Manhattanville College, 2900 Purchase 
St., Purchase. 1 to 2:30 p.m. Free.

National Theatre Live’s “Julius 
Caesar.” Caesar (David Calder)  returns 
home in triumph and is greeted by 
joyous throngs. Alarmed by the autocrat’s 
popularity, the educated elite conspire to 
bring him down, civil war erupts and all 
is chaos. Ben Whishaw (Brutus), Michelle 
Fairley  (Cassius) and David Morrissey 
(Mark Antony) star in this dynamic 
production from Nicholas Hytner. Jacob 
Burns Film Festival, 364 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. 3 p.m. Members: $25. Non-
members: $35. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Meet the Writers: Tyler Wetherall. Join 
the MFA program and Manhattanville’s 
undergraduate creative writing majors 
in celebrating the release of Wetherall’s 
memoir, “No Way Home.” Wetherall is 
a Brooklyn-based writer and journalist 
whose work has appeared in The Guardian, 
The Telegraph, The Brooklyn Magazine 
and Vice, among others. Her first book, 
“No Way Home: A Memoir of Life on 
the Run” tells the story of her childhood 
as the daughter of an international pot 
smuggler, growing up on the run from 
the FBI. Her fiction has appeared in The 
Gettysburg Review, and she is deputy 
editor of the literary journal The Wrong 
Quarterly. She also teaches journalism 
and creative writing at Manhattanville 
College. Manhattanville College, 2900 
Purchase St., Purchase. 7 p.m. Free. 

Literary Salon and Book Signing. 
Moderated by acclaimed author and 
three-time Emmy Award winner, Allison 
Gilbert Rebecca Soffer, author of “Modern 
Loss,” and Jeff Rossen, author of “Rossen 
to the Rescue” and host of NBC’s Rossen 
Reports, will read from their latest work. 
The event will be moderated by award-
winning author and Omega Institute 
speaker Allison Gilbert, author of “Passed 
and Present.” Following the readings, 
books will be available for sale and signing 
by the authors. The Aligned Center, 1 
Bridge St., Suite 64, Irvington.7 to 9 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-292-0930 or e-mail info@
thealignedcenter.com.

Friday, March 23
Chefs Helping Vets Fundraiser Series. 

American Legion Post 1038 in Valhalla 

will host the second of three culinary 
sessions led by industry professionals. 
Tonight, Doral Arrowwood Pastry Chef 
Stacey Cohen helps participants create 
the perfect bouquet – of cupcakes. 
Participants will create frosting flowers 
– roses, chrysanthemums, daisies – and 
turn them into a gorgeous cupcake 
bouquet. Proceeds will benefit Valhalla 
American Legion Post 1038. Doral 
Arrowwood Conference Center, 975 
Anderson Hill Rd., Rye Brook. 6 p.m. $55 
(includes a $30 charitable tax deduction). 
The series continues May 12. Info and 
registration: Visit www.alpost1038ny.org/
chefs-helping-vets.html.

Orpheus Chamber Orchestra: The 
Courage to Create. The orchestra creates 
extraordinary musical experiences, 
performing at the highest level, 
challenging artistic boundaries and 
inspiring the public. Georgian violinist 
Lisa Batiashvili brings her insightful 
perspective to Prokofiev’s elegant Second 
Violin Concerto, a work steeped in the 
crosscurrents between Russia and the 
West. Purchase College’s Concert Hall, 
735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 8 p.m. 
$50, $65 and $80. Info and tickets: 914-
251-6200 or visit www.artscenter.org.

Forbidden Broadway. From 
“Annie” to “Phantom” to “Wicked,” 
this fall-down funny, satirical roast of 
more than 30 Broadway hits features 
outrageous costumes, silly spoofs of the 
songs you know by heart and  madcap 
impressions by a stellar cast. Newer 
spoofs include  “Hamilton, “The Book or 
Mormon” and “Once.” It’s never been more 
fun poking fun at your favorite musicals 
and stars. White Plains Performing Arts 
Center, 11 City Place, White Plains. 8 p.m. 
$27 to $46. Info and tickets: 914-328-1600 
or visit www.wppac.com.

Saturday, March 24
March for Our Lives. This is a march 

against gun violence organized by White 
Plains High School students that will 
begin at Post Road School at 1 p.m. and 
end at the MLK Statue (next to White 
Plains Public Library) for a rally and 
student speeches. “This will be our call to 
action to leaders in our community.”

Graphic Novel Writing Conference. 
Consisting of two workshops targeted at 
aspiring youth and adult graphic novelists. 
The adult workshop features instruction 
by  Paul Levitz, past president of DC 
Comics and Manhattanville College MFA 
program adjunct professor, who will apply 
an advanced look at story construction, 
emphasizing character and story. Barbara 
Slate, author of  “You Can Do a Graphic 
Novel,”  will teach a youth workshop, for 
ages 10 to 18, focusing on the mixing 

of drawings and words. Artistic ability 
is not a requirement for participants. 
Special guest keynote presenter will 
be Colleen Doran, whose graphic 
novel adaptation of the Neil Gaiman 
story, “Troll Bridge,” became a New York 
Times bestseller. Manhattanville College’s 
Berman Student Center, 2900 Purchase 
St., Purchase. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. $75. 
Doran’s talk at 1 p.m. is free and open 
to the public. Info and registration: Visit 
community.mville.edu.

Common Ground Concerts: Peter 
Mulvey With Special Guest Crys 
Matthews. Over the past 20 years, Mulvey 
has pursued a restless, eclectic path as a 
writer and musician – immersing himself 
in Tin PanAlley jazz, modern acoustic, 
poetry, narrative and Americana stylings. 
Relentlessly touring as a headliner he has 
also shared the stage with luminaries such 
as Emmylou Harris, Richard Thompson, 
Ani diFranco, Indigo Girls and Greg 
Brown, and has attracted an audience that 
stretches from Anchorage to Amsterdam. 
Matthews blends Americana, folk, 
jazz, blues, bluegrass and funk into a 
bold, complex performance steeped in 
traditional melodies and punctuated by 
honest, original lyrics. Common Ground 
Coffee House at the First Unitarian 
Society of Westchester, 25 Old Jackson 
Ave., Hastings-on-Hudson. 7:30 p.m. 
$20 and $25. Info and tickets: Visit www.
commongroundfusw.com.

Sunday, March 25
Great Green Eggstravaganza. A day 

of egg-themed activities, including an 
environmentally-friendly egg hunt. Make 
seasonal crafts, meet some animals on the 
great lawn and join a naturalist to discover 
signs of spring. Rain or shine. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Early registration 
(before Mar. 25): Members--$5. 
Non-members--$10. Day of event: 
Members--$8. Non-members--$15. Info 
and registration: 914-723-3470  or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Family Day: Celebrate Spring. Families 
are invited to celebrate spring with 
delightful activities inspired by Nowruz, 
the Persian New Year Festival that marks 
the beginning of spring. Experience 
Persian classical dance and music 
performances as well as demonstrations 
by a traditional Iranian calligrapher and 
miniature painter. Mosaic crafting, a Haft-
Seen display and Persian treats will also be 
available for visitors to enjoy. Organized 
in collaboration with The Ferdowsi 
School of Westchester. Katonah Museum 
of Art, 134 Jay St., Katonah. 12 to 4 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-232-9555 or visit  www.
katonahmuseum.org.
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SAVE YOUR MARRIAGE TODAY- Buy 
the Only Expertís step-by-step guide on 
How You can Save Your Marriage from 
divorce and collapse. Visit www.savingev-
erymarriage.com for more information.

ATTORNEY/ LEGAL
LUNG CANCER? And Age 60+? You 
And Your Family May Be Entitled To Sig-
nificant Cash Award. Call 866-951-9073 
for Information. No Risk. No Money Out 
Of Pocket.

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay 
Top $$$ To hunt your land. Call for a  
FREE info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-
1507 www.BaseCampLeasing.com

FOR SALE:
Privacy Hedges -SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae Reg $179 Now $75 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery, Limited Supply! OR-
DER NOW: 518-536-1367 www.lowcost-
treefarm.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 

ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HEALTH
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. 
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. 
Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!  
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-730-7811

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150 FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! Call Today: 800-404-0244

HELP WANTED
AUTO/TRUCK MECHANIC WANT-
ED. Weekdays only. Call or apply in 
person at 100 Locust Avenue, Cortlandt 
Manor, NY. (914) 737-6492

HAIR STYLISTS FT/PT Looking for ex-
perienced, reliable professionals for a well 
established salon in Katonah. Call 914 
760 6520

CLINICIANS, TEACHERS, YOUTH 
SPECIALISTS, PEDIATRICIAN AND 
PSYCHOLOGIST. The Children’s Village 
seeks qualified candidates. All positions 
for Bilingual Candidates only! On site 
interviews being held  every Wednesday,  
9:30am-12:30pm 1 Echo Hill, Dobbs Fer-
ry, NY. Email or call before coming in for 
an interview cmendez@childrensvillage.
org. 914–693-0600 x1117. EOE-Recruit-
ing a diverse workforce. www.childrens-
village.org/employment

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Help your local economy and save mon-
ey with Solar Power! Solar Power has a 
strong Return on Investment, Free Main-
tenance, Free Quote. Simple Reliable En-
ergy with No Out of Pocket Costs. Call 

now! 800-678-0569

HOME SERVICES
Call Empire Today to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & Floor-
ing. Call Today! 1-800-496-3180

LAND FOR SALE
CATSKILL MTNS ESTATE SALE! 
MARCH 24TH! 90 MINS NY CITY! 11 
Huge Tracts from $39,900! Beautiful 
woods, stonewalls, views! Call 888-905-
8847 to register. Virtual tour: NewYork-
LandandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SIM-
PLY SPEAKING LEP, LLC. Arts of 
Org. filed with NY Secy of State (SSNY) 
on 1/10/18. Office location: Westchester 
County. SSNY is designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
611D Larchmont Acres East, Larch-
mont, NY 10538. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF 
CRYPTO CAPITAL MANAGEMENT 
LLC. Authority filed with NY Secy of State 
(SSNY) on 2/2/18. Office location: West-
chester County. LLC formed in Delaware 
(DE) on 1/5/18. SSNY is designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: 14 Kensington Rd, Ardsley, NY 
10502. DE address of LLC: 919 North 
Market Street, Suite 950, Wilmington, 
DE 19801. Cert. of Formation filed with 
DE Secy of State, 401 Federal St, Ste 4, 
Dover, DE 19901. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PETE’S 
MEATS, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on (1/5/2018).  Location: 
(Westchester). SSNY designated as agent 
for service of process on LLC. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: (United States 
Corporation Agents INC 7014 13th 
Avenue suite 202 Brooklyn NY 11228).  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF 
CRYPTO CAPITAL PARTNERS LP. 
Authority filed with NY Secy of State 
(SSNY) on 2/2/18. Office location: West-
chester County. LP formed in Delaware 
(DE) on 1/5/18. SSNY is designated as 
agent of LP upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: 14 Kensington Rd, Ardsley, NY 
10502. DE address of LP: 919 North 
Market Street, Suite 950, Wilmington, 
DE 19801. List of names and addresses 
of all general partners available from 
SSNY. Cert. of Limited Partnership 
filed with DE Secy of State, 401 Federal 
St, Ste 4, Dover, DE 19901. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ART 
BOYKOFF, LLC filed with SSNY on 
1/25/2018 located in Westchester County. 
United States Corporation Agents, Inc. 
designated as agent of LLC. Process may 
be served against LLC to above agent lo-
cated at 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, New York 11228. Purpose: 
Recreational art instructor

FORMATION OF BROOKMONT 
MANAGEMENT, LLC filed with the 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 2/9/18. 
Office loc.:  Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The ad-
dress SSNY shall mail process to Penny 
Jackson, 45 Winchester Oval, New Ro-
chelle, NY 10805.  Purpose:  Any lawful 
activity.      

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NEW 
LOOK DEVELOPERS, LLC filed with 
SSNY on 1/17/18. Office loc: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to:  
20 Van Buren Pl., White Plains, 
NY 10603. Purpose: Buying and  
renovation of homes.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF DEN-
NIS J. CAMPAGNA, ARBITRATOR, 
LLC Art. of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
01/16/18. Off. loc.in Westchester CO. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to Dennis J Cam-
pagna, 50 Main Street, Suite 1000, White 
Plains, NY 10606-1900 PURPOSE: Any 
lawful business. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF THE 
LAW & MEDIATION OFFICES OF 
LORI GREENE, PLLC. Arts of Org filed 
with SSNY 1/5/18.  Office location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of PLLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
Law & Mediation Offices of Lori Greene, 
PLLC, 75 S. Broadway, Suite 400, White 
Plains, NY 10601.  Purpose: any lawful act 
or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF CA-
DEAU FRAGRANCE, LLC filed with 
the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on 
02/13/2018. Office location: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to the principal 
business address: 11 Patriots Farm Place, 
Armonk NY 10504. Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MID-
LAND AVE DELICATESSEN LLC filed 
with the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 02/12/2018. Office location: Westches-
ter. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 

continued on next page
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is Thursdays at 5pm for the 
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Gambling Problem? Call 877-8-HOPENY or text HOPENY (467369).  
Resorts World Catskills is an equal opportunity employer.

GET DEALT IN ON AN  
EXCITING CAREER.

For details, visit RWCATSKILLS.COM.

Become part of our team.



March 20 - March 26, 2018 13www.TheExaminerNews.com

SSNY shall mail process to the principal 
business address: 24 Cedar Place, Rye, 
NY 10580. Purpose: Any lawful act or 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BOWIE 
BROWS, LLC. ART OF ORG. � led with 
SSNY on 02/07/2018. O�  ce in Westches-
ter County, SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 128 
Court Street White Plains, NY 10601. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HAUS 
OF FUREY LLC. ARTS. of Org. � led 
with the SSNY on 02/22/18. O�  ce: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC at 36 Lee Avenue, 
Yonkers, NY 10705. Purpose: Any law-
ful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ALM 
SPEECH THERAPY, PLLC ART. OF 
ORG. � led with SSNY on February 
13,2018. O�  ce Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of 
the PLLC upon whom process against 
it may be served, SSNY shall mail pro-

cess to: 2810 Springhurst St, Yorktown 
Heights, NY 10598. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF THE 
WEST HOLLOW GROUP LLC. Art 
of organization � led with the SSNY on 
1/29/18. O�  ce location is PUTNAM 
County NY. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 7 West Hollow 
Rd Brewster NY 10509. PURPOSE: any 
lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SET IT 
IN STONES, LLC Art of organization 
� led with the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 12/08/2017. Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served 
and shall mail process to the principal 
business address: 71 Wheeler Avenue, 
Pleasantville, NY 10570. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF CG 
MEDICAL BILLING SERVICES, LLC 
Art of organization � led with the Secy of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 02/22/2018. Loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process to 

the principal business address: 168 Doug-
las Ave., Yonkers, NY 10703. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A 
LICENSE, NUMBER “PENDING” FOR 
BEER, WINE AND CIDER has been ap-
plied for by the undersigned to sell Beer, 
Wine and Cider at retail at a restaurant 
under the Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Law at 39 WHEELER AVENUE PLEAS-
ANTVILLE, NY 10570 for On Premises 
Consumption. SMPL ENTERPRISES, 
INC. DBA TZATZIKI GREEK GRILL 
39 WHEELER AVENUE PLEASANT-
VILLE, NY 10570

LEGAL NOTICE: PARKING LOT LI-
CENSE AGREEMENT REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS AND QUALIFICATIONS
June 1, 2018 through May 31, 2021 � e 
Village of Pleasantville Board of Trustees 
will be accepting proposals from quali� ed 
owners/operators of “for-hire” transporta-
tion companies for the exclusive right to 
occupy three (3) parking spaces within 
the Memorial Plaza parking lot, located 
adjacent to the Pleasantville railroad sta-
tion between Bedford Road and Manville 
Road in Pleasantville, New York.  Inter-
ested persons may obtain information, 
forms and instructions from the o�  ce of 
the Village Clerk, 80 Wheeler Avenue, 
Pleasantville New York. � e Village of 
Pleasantville Board of Trustees reserves 
the right to accept or reject any propos-
al. Applications must be returned to the 
Village Clerk by 4:00PM on April 
15, 2018.Judith Weintraub, Village 
Clerk,Village of Pleasantville, Westches-
ter County, New York

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING � e 
Board of Trustees of the Village of Pleas-
antville will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, March 26, 2018, 8:00pm, pre-
vailing time, 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleas-
antville, New York to hear comments 
as it pertains to amending Chapter 166, 
Article IX, Section 31 of the Village Code 
entitled “Cold War Veterans’ Real Prop-
erty Tax Exemption as follows: Section: 
166-31 Grant of exemption. A. Residen-
tial real property  which quali� es under 
the provisions  of Real Property  Tax Law 
§ 458-b shall be exempt from taxation to 

the extent of 15°/o of the assessed value of 
such  property; provided,  however, that 
such exemption  shall not exceed $12,000 
or  the  product  of  $12,000 multiplied  by 
the  latest state  equalization  rate  of  the 
assessing  unit,  or,  in  the  case  of  a  spe-
cial assessing  unit,  the  latest  class  ratio, 
whichever is less. TO ADD: B. � e ex-
emption  provided  under this article shall 
be e� ective for as long as a quali� ed own-
er of quali� ed residential real property re-
mains a quali� ed owner thereof: without 
regard to the ten (10) year limitation peri-
od previously in e� ect. Judith Weintraub, 
Village Clerk,Village of Pleasantville, 
Westchester County, New York

NOTICE is hereby given that a license, 
number “Pending” has been applied for 
by the undersigned to sell Beer, Wine and 
Liquor at retail at a restaurant under the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Law at 1099 
NORTH DIVISION STREET  BUILD-
ING B  STORES #2 AND #3 PEESKILL 
NY 10566  for On Premises Consumption.
BRIDEM, INC. AMICI’S RESTAU-
RANT 1099 NORTH DIVISION 
STREET BUILDING B  STORES #2 
AND #3 PEEKSKILL  NY  10566

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF RED-
LINE VENTURES LLC.  Articles of Org. 
� led with NY Sec. of State (SSNY) on 
2/21/18.  O�  ce in Westchester Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 1045 Park 
Street, Parkmall, Peekskill, NY 10566, 
which is also the principal business loca-
tion.  Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

MEDICAL/ HEALTH/ PERSONAL
Medicare doesn’t cover all of your medi-
cal expenses. A Medicare Supplemental 
Plan can help cover costs that Medicare 
does not. Get a free quote today by calling 
now. Hours: 24/7. 1-800-730-9940

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:  
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-567-
0404 Ext.300N

DISH Network-Satellite Televi-
sion Services. Now Over 190 chan-
nels for ONLY $49.99/mo! 2-year price 
guarantee. FREE Installation. FREE 
Streaming. More reliable than Cable. 
Add Internet for $14.95 a month. 1-800-
943-0838

Dealing with water damage requires im-
mediate action. Local professionals that 
respond immediately. Nationwide and 
24/7. No Mold Calls 1-800-760-1845

Do you have chronic knee or back pain? 
If you have insurance, you may qualify for 
the perfect brace at little to no cost. Get 
yours today! 1-800-510-3338

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps 
starting at $49.99/mo! FAST download 
speeds. WiFi built in! FREE Standard 
Installation for lease customers! Limited 
Time, Call 1-800-214-1903

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. 
and foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, 
complete estates. Highest prices paid. 
Call 914-260-8783 for appointment.

Classifi edsEXAMINER MEDIA
continued from previous page
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*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

HELP
I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!®

Help at Home

Help in Shower
with  GPS!

Help On-the-Go

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®
    Get HELP fast, 24/7, 
anywhere with .  

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-641-0397

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES
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EX AMINER SPORTS

White Plains Jump In and Swim 

CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION:

Athletes, Weekend Warriors  
and Your Aging Patients

What Physicians, Athletic Trainers and Coaches  
Need To Know About Treating  
Common Orthopedic Conditions

SATURDAY | APRIL 14, 2018 | 7:30AM – 1:30PM
White Plains Hospital Auditorium 
Davis Avenue at East Post Road 
White Plains, NY 10601

For more information or to register,  
visit wphospital.org/orthocme 
or contact Jamie Bocchino at (914) 681-2628  
or JBocchino@wphospital.org

Center for Orthopedic & Spine Surgery

The City of White Plains 6th Annual 
“Jump In and Swim” program kicks off on 
Friday, March 23.

The program is all about exposing 
children and adults to water safety and 
swimming through a series of free learn to 
swim activities and classes. In spring 2012, 
Mayor Tom Roach called together the 
various aquatic provider agencies within the 
City. As a result of this meeting, a coalition 
of community partners was formed with 
the goal of reducing accidents involving 
drownings. These statistics include:

•Nearly 70% of African-American 
children and nearly 60% of Hispanic 
children have low or no swim ability;

•Approximately 10 people drown every 
day in the U.S.;

•More than one in five fatal drowning 
victims are children younger than 14;

•Drowning is also a silent killer – most 
young children who drowned in pools were 
last seen in the home, had been out of sight 
less than five minutes, and were in the care 
of one or both parents at the time;

•Participation in formal swimming 
lessons can reduce the risk of drowning by 
88 percent among children aged one to four 
years;

•African-American children drown at 
a rate nearly three times higher than their 
Caucasian peers;

•If a parent does not know how to swim, 
there is only a 13% chance that a child in 
that household will learn how to swim.

Participating in this effort to make sure 
every White Plains child and adult has 
exposure to water safety and the opportunity 

to learn basic swim skills are the White 
Plains Recreation and Parks Department, 
White Plains School District, YWCA 
White Plains & Central Westchester and 
White Plains Youth Bureau.  Each agency 
has contributed time and resources to 

making “Jump In and Swim” a positive and 
fun learning experience for participants. 

2018 Jump In and Swim activities 
include presentations at all White Plains 
elementary schools by USA Olympian 
Maritza McClendon, who will speak with 
the children about the importance of water 
safety.

Family Swim Game Night at While 
Plains High School hosted by White Plains 
Recreation and Parks is Friday, March 23 at 
7 p.m.

On Saturday, March 24 at White Plains 
High School a Water Safety Clinic with 
USA Olympian Marzita McClendon is at 
1 p.m. followed by a synchronized swim 
exhibition at 2 p.m.

Water activities and classes for all ages 
hosted by the YWCA White Plains & 
Central Westchester will take place from 
March 26 through March 29.

Participants in the White Plains Youth 
Bureau After School program will have 
learn to swim activities hosted by the White 
Plains High School Swim Team.

Additional supporters of the program 
include: African-American Men of 
Westchester, Crown Plaza, TR Insurance 
Agency-Elmsford and USA Swimming. 

To receive a full listing of all Jump In  
and Swim activities visit www.
cityofwhiteplains.com.
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EX AMINER SPORTS
2018 Game Schedule White Plains Tigers Baseball

        	
Saturday, March 24	 @ CLARKSTOWN NORTH	 11:00
Monday, March 26	 NORTH ROCKLAND		  4:30    
Wednesday, March 28  @ MAHOPAC			   4:30    	

H.I.T Charleston, SC Saturday, March 31 – Thursday, April 5
			 
Monday, April 2	 HIT TOURNAMENT 		  GAME	 TBD
Tuesday, April 3	 HIT TOURNAMENT		  GAME	 TBD
Wednesday, April 4	 HIT TOURNAMENT		  GAME	 TBD	
Saturday, April 7	 ST. RAYMONDS		  12:00	
	
Wednesday, April 11	 @ MAMARONECK		  4:30
Friday, April 13	 MAMARONECK		  4:30

Monday, April 16	 @ NEW ROCHELLE		  4:30
Wednesday, April 18 	 NEW ROCHELLE		  4:30
		

HARRISON “DAVE BASSO” TOURNAMENT
Friday, April 20	 HARRISON (1st Round)	 4:30
Saturday,     April 21    TBD (Championship)	 10a/2p

Tuesday, April 24	 WALTON			   4:30
Wednesday, April 25	 MT. VERNON			   4:30
Friday, April 27	 @ MT. VERNON		  4:30
Saturday, April 28	 REGIS				    11:00
		
Tuesday, May 1	 JOHN JAY EF			   4:30
Thursday, May 3	 @ YORKTOWN		  4:30
Saturday, May 5	 KEIO ACADEMY		  12:00
	
Tuesday, May 8	 @ SCARSDALE			  4:30
Wednesday, May 9	 SCARSDALE			   4:30

BILL CASEY MEMORIAL GAME (Peekskill Stadium)
Saturday, May 12	 FOX LANE			   12:30

*League Games Bold and Underlined 

2018 White Plains High School Varsity Softball Schedule
(As of 3/13/18 – subject to change)

		
3/20-Tue	 Eastchester Scrimmage 	 Away	 4:00
3/22-Thu	 Tappan Zee Scrimmage	 Away	 4:30
3/23-Fri 	 Pearl River Scrimmage	 Away	 4:30

3/26-Mon	 SPELLMAN GAME	 HOME	 4:15
3/28-Wed	 Danbury Scrimmage	 Away	 4:15
			 
4/03-Tue	 Carmel			   Away	 11:00		
4/06-Fri	 Port Chester		  Away	 11:00
	
4/09-Mon	 NORTH ROCKLAND	 HOME	 4:30
4/11-Wed	 Mamaroneck**		  Away	 4:30
4/13-Fri	 New Rochelle**		  Away	 4:30
4/14-Sat	 WPLL	
4/16-Mon	 OSSINING*		  HOME	 4:30
4/17-Tue	 MT. VERNON**		  HOME	 4:30
4/19-Thu	 Ursuline**		  Away	 4:30
4/20-Fri	 Scarsdale**		  Away	 4:30
4/23-Mon	 RC Ketcham		  Away	 4:30
4/25-Wed	 SCARSDALE**		  HOME	 4:30
4/27-Fri	 MAMARONECK**	 HOME	 4:30
4/28-Sat	 John Jay CR   “JayFest”	 Away	 2:30
		
4/30-Mon	 Clarkstown North		  Away	 4:30	
5/01-Tue	 NEW ROCHELLE** 
		  Sr. DAY			   HOME	 4:30
5/03-Thu	 Mt. Vernon**		  Away	 4:30
5/04- Fri	 Nyack Tournament 
		  Hen HudNyack HS 		  5:00	  
5/05-Sat	 Nyack Tourn
		  Nyack/A.Magnus Nyack HS		  4/6:30pm	

5/09-Wed	 URSULINE**		  HOME	 4:30	
		
5/14-Mon	 LAST DAY TO PLAY REGULAR SEASON GAME		

	
5/16-Wed	 Outbracket			   Higher Seed     	 4:30	
5/17-Thu	 Sectionals Opening Round		  Higher Seed	 4:30
5/21-Mon	 Sectional Quarter-Finals		  Higher Seed	 4:30
5/23-Wed	 Sectional Semi-Finals       		  Higher Seed	 4:30  
5/26-Sat	 Sectional Finals     			   N. Rockland	 12:00
		
**League Game *PINK OUT GAME: 4/16 - Ossining

The 23rd Annual Battle of the Bravest 
Hockey Game will be held Saturday, 
March 31 at the Ebersole Ice Rink in White 
Plains, starting at 1 p.m. Firefighters from 
White Plains and FDNY will face-off in 
this Charity Cup to benefit the Ronald 
McDonald House of the Greater Hudson 
Valley.

Come out and support the White 
Plains Firefighters Local 274 in their 
efforts to Keep Families Close at the 
Ronald McDonald House of the Greater 
Hudson Valley.

Tickets for the hockey game are $5 
per person and will directly benefit the 
families that use the temporary housing 
to stay close to their children when they 
are hospitalized due to serious illness or 
traumatic injury. 

Advertise in 
The White Plains Examiner  

914-864-0878 

Battle of the Bravest 
Annual Charity Cup Hockey Game
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$2,919,162.81

RECORD SLOT JACKPOT!

CONGRATULATIONS
THERESA P. FROM OSSINING, NY

OUR BIGGEST WINNER YET!

© 2018 Califon Productions, Inc. "Wheel of Fortune" is a registered trademark of Califon Productions, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly. 

TM


