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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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Sign Up Now for Greenburgh 
Town Hall Summer Internships 

Judge Declares Edgemont 
Village Incorporation Petition Valid

Mobile Parking  
App Gains Momentum

February is 
Black History 

Month

With flu widespread 
throughout the 
state and nation, 
Westchester County 
Executive George 
Latimer (pictured 
with Sherlita Amler, 
MD, Commissioner 
of Health) rolled up 
his sleeve for a flu 
shot last week at the 
Westchester County 
Health Department 
clinic in White Plains 
To increase access to 
flu shots for children, 
pharmacists statewide 
are now allowed to administer flu 
vaccines to children ages 2 to 18, 
following an executive order issued by 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo. Parents should 
check for availability with their local 
pharmacy. Flu vaccines also are offered 

at supermarkets, doctors’ offices and by 
appointment at the Westchester County 
Department of Health clinics in White 
Plains and Yonkers. Call 914-995-5800 
to schedule flu shot with the health 
department. To find a flu vaccine at a 
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ParkWhitePlains mobile app is powered by 
Passport, which is introducing its mobile parking 
app along the Metro North rail line.

By Pat Casey
The new mobile parking app, 

ParkWhitePlains, recently introduced 
in off-street metered parking garages 
in White Plains, was the forerunner of 
a program powered by PassportParking 
that is being introduced to parking lots 
along the Metro North rail line. 

The Charlotte, NC based company, 
Passport, has secured all 35 parking lots 
with more than 15,000 parking spaces 
managed by LAZ Parking along the rail 
line, extending the regional footprint 
for the parking app from White Plains 
to Albany and Buffalo.

The parking app can be used to 
monitor and extend parking sessions 
remotely, receive alerts and notifications 
about parking sessions, view payment 
history and receive emailed receipts. 

Parking at these lots can be paid for 
on the go or permits can be managed 
online. 

White Plains was one of the first 

users of the Passport system with the 
ParkWhitePlains mobile app, which is 
operated independently of the Metro 
North parking system. 

Passport had also ushered in mobile 
technology in New York City, providing 

By Pat Casey
On Feb 1, New York State Supreme 

Court Judge Susan Cacace issued the 
opinion that the petition Edgemont 
residents filed to schedule a referendum 
on whether Edgemont should incorporate 
as a village was valid. Cacace directed that 
an election should be held within 40 days 
of the decision. 

In 2017, Greenburgh Town Supervisor 
Paul Feiner and the Town Board 
determined that the petition was not 
valid based on insufficient signatures (as 

required by NYS law) and declined to 
hold a referendum on the subject. They 
are reviewing the judge’s decision with 
legal counsel to decide whether or not 
they will appeal the Feb. 1 decision. 

“Under New York State law, residents of 
the hamlet of Edgemont are the only voters 
who will determine whether Edgemont 
will incorporate as a village.  Residents 
of the rest of the town will  be impacted 
because unincorporated Greenburgh will 
lose significant revenue (the Hartsdale 

Approximately  10 years ago, 
Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul 
Feiner, Town Attorney Tim Lewis and 
Town Clerk Judith Beville created 
the Greenburgh Town Hall Summer 
Internship Program in response to 
several requests from area high school 
and college students seeking a summer 
internship experience.  Since then, the 
program has grown from less than 10 
students to 30 in 2017. 

Over the course of six to eight weeks, 
students work on projects related to local 

government issues that engage them in 
building upon their research, reading, 
writing and speaking skills as well as the 
opportunity to produce public service 
announcements and video presentations 
related to their projects to be aired on 
cable access television.  A major goal 
for the program, states Greenburgh 
Town Supervisor Paul Feiner, is… “For 
students to take ownership in specific 
projects as they identify a need in the 

continued on page 2 continued on page 2 
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Westchester Residents  
Urged to Get Flu Shot
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Westchester Residents Urged to Get Flu Shot
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DBS 
THERAPY
FOR PARKINSON'S DISEASE

This seminar will help you understand:
n   If Medtronic DBS Therapy may be right for you 
n   The movement symptoms DBS Therapy may help     

   to control
n   The risks and benefits of Medtronic DBS Therapy

This therapy is not for everyone. Please consult your 
physician. Only your doctor can determine if DBS 
therapy is right for you. A prescription is required.

For more information on DBS Therapy and for 
complete safety information,  
visit medtronicdbs.com.

JOIN US FOR A FREE SEMINAR!

Date:

Time:

Place:

RSVP:

Co-sponsored by Medtronic &
Dr. Brian Kopell of Mount Sinai Medical Center

Monday, February 26, 2018

7:00PM-8:30PM - Refreshments Provided

Burke Rehabilitation Hospital-Billings Bldg #4
Rosedale Room
785 Mamaroneck Ave
White Plaines, NY 10605

267-229-1836 or Jenna.e.alley@medtronic.com
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
INTERNAL MEDICINE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-940-2500
PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129

CARMEL: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

CORTLANDT MANOR:
GENERAL SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2315
OB/GYN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-1697

CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675

JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135

MAHOPAC:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-248-5556

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

nearly 20,000 digital permits for the New 
York City Housing Authority to enable 
residents to purchase and manage their 
permits online.

According to The New York Times, 
by the end of 2020, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority plans to have 
its entire system updated with riders 
using contactless bank cards, smart 
cards or their own smartphones to pay 
for a subway or bus ride.

The ParkWhitePlains app, which 
captures the metropolitan region’s 
trend toward mobile parking and 
transportation apps, is now employed in 
off-street metered parking garages and 
lots owned by White Plains, with on-

street application on the way. 
Users can access the White Plains app 

on their mobile phone or desktop with 
a call-in option also available. White 
Plains parking enforcement receives a 
live feed of each parking session.

White Plains merchants can also sign 
up with a prefunded account to subsidize 
their customers’ parking payments if 
they wish. A special code is given to the 
customer using the app.

Passport is a fintech company. The 
mobile-first platform has been adopted 
by more than 450 cities, universities 
and private operators around the world 
in cities including Chicago, Toronto, 
London and Miami. 

Neighbors Association estimates over $17 
million a year). The average resident of 
Edgemont pays 16 percent of their total 
tax bill to the Town of Greenburgh for 
municipal services. The rest of their tax 
bill goes to the school district, county and 
fire district,” explained Feiner in an article 

The White Plains Examiner published last 
February. 

At the time, Feiner concluded that 
the residents of Edgemont would have  
to decide whether the perceived 
advantages of incorporation would 
outweigh the risks.

community, come up with solutions, 
organize programs or projects, interact 
with elected officials and community 
leaders and, hopefully, get interviewed by 
reporters.”

The coordinators envision an internship 
in which students are actively engaged in 
projects and experiences that represent 
authentic local government issues and 
concerns. 

The mission is to introduce and expose 
high school and college students to the 
work environment of local government 
through projects, guest speakers and field 
trips with an emphasis on developing 
and building skills in communications, 
leadership and teamwork.  

Over the course of the program 
week, Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., students are involved in work 
groups as well as placements in various 
town departments/ offices, between  10 
a.m. and noon and come together as a 
larger group, 1 to 3 p.m. to work on group 

projects with both short term and long term 
expectations. During this time, students 
break into smaller work groups with 
specific tasks and project goals. Included 
in their weekly schedule is to research 
upcoming speakers and develop interview 
questions in preparation for the visit by 
guest speakers, research and report on 
government related issues, learn about 
public/private partnerships and develop 
PSA’s (Public Service Announcements) 
designed to inform the public about an 
initiative or provide information related 
to an assignment or project that purposely 
focuses on improving the quality of life 
for others.  There is an emphasis, as well, 
on guest speakers, workshops and daily 
practice related to developing speaking, 
presentation and communications skills 
as well as leadership and teamwork. 

Greenburgh students interested in 
the program should contact pfeiner@
greenburghny.com to discuss possibilities.

continued from page 1
pharmacy or clinic near you, go to  www.
westchestergov.com/health. Westchester 
typically experiences roughly 90,000 
cases of influenza during the flu season, 
which runs from October to as late as 
May. The latest figures show influenza 
levels are widespread statewide, with 
8.58 percent of doctors’ visits attributed 
to flu, according to the New York State 
Department of Health. In New York, it 
is typical at this time of year for 3.1% of 
doctors’ visits to be attributed to the flu. 
Flu symptoms include fever, body aches, 

cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, 
headache, chills and fatigue. Residents 
with these symptoms should contact 
their healthcare provider, who may 
prescribe medication that can shorten 
symptom duration. “Keep your distance 
from people who are sick because flu 
virus spreads through the air when a sick 
person breathes, speaks or coughs,” Dr. 
Amler said. “When you have a fever, stay 
home to avoid spreading your illness to 
others until you are fever-free without 
medication for at least 24 hours.”
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Police, Community Talk Use of 
Force at White Plains Forum

BOX OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday – Friday: 

10am - 5pm

914-995-4050
Cash or Credit

Box office closed 
Saturday – Monday
Except for ticketed 

events held that day.

IT’S A
FAMILYTRADITION!

OUTLETS
800-745-3000

TICKETMASTER.COM

OR AT ALL

TICKETMASTER.COM

BOX OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday – Friday: 

914-995-4050
Cash or Credit
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events held that day.

TICKETMASTER.COM

BOX OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday – Friday: 

914-995-4050
TICKETMASTER.COM
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WESTCHESTER COUNTY CENTER
SAT • FEB 17 thru MON • FEB 19

WHITE PLAINS
DAILY SHOWTIMES: 10:00am • 2:00pm • 6:00pm

ALL SEATS RESERVED:  PREMIUM $35 • REGULAR $27

Only 
Traditional 

3 Ring Circus

in the Area. 

Last chance 

to see 
Performing 

Elephants.

By Sam Barron
Yonkers Police Detective Keith Olson 

and Peekskill Police Chief Eric Johansen 
admit police do not get enough training.

Johansen and Olson were two of 
the panelists at Police Use of Force: A 
Community Conservation hosted by the 
Westchester Coalition for Police Reform 
last Thursday at the White Plains 
Library.

The organization was formed to 
enhance and continue the conversation 
between law enforcement and the 
community, following the fatal shooting 
in 2011 of Kenneth Chamberlain, Sr. by 
White Plains Police at his apartment in 
the Winbrook housing project in White 
Plains.

Johansen said the guidelines for using 
force have evolved and success stories 
are rarely highlighted.

“There are number of situations where 
officers were more than justified in 
using deadly physical force and did not,” 
Johansen said. “Police officers should 
be proud of that. It’s a tribute to police 
officers buying into the philosophy that 
you are there to serve the public.”

The Peekskill Police Chief said use of 

force is more restricted in Peekskill than 
state and federal law allows. Johansen 
said police departments need to be 
representative of the communities they 
serve.

“There needs to be cultural diversity,” 
Johansen said. “When we can understand 
one another, we will have a much more 
cohesive society.”

Shannon Wong, the chapter director 
for the Lower Hudson Valley New 
York Civil Liberties Union and another 
panelist, said policies should be as 
transparent as possible.

“Just because you’re allowed to do 
something, doesn’t mean you should do 
it,” Wong said.

When it comes to training, law 
enforcement is lacking, Johansen said. 
Peekskill Police only have 24 hours of 
training each year, while Olsen said 
Yonkers Police only get four days.

“I would love to have 40 days of 
training,” Olson said. “We can always 
do better. We’ve made huge strides. It’s 
important for the public to understand 
what we do is not always pretty even 
when we get it right.”

Olson and Johansen both said police 
officers could use more training on 
different cultures and at deescalating 
situations. Olson said the public also 
has a role in making sure interactions go 
smoothly with police.

“It starts with people resisting arrest,” 
Olson said. “You should cooperate as 
much as possible with the police, even 
when they’re wrong. If they are wrong, 
there are means to take action.”

Wong said police officers need to 
recognize the power that comes with 
being an officer and what their gun 
represents.

“It’s important for officers to recognize 
bias and how racial oppression can 
influence the way an individual 
responds,” Wong said. “It may not be 
the fault of the officer, but they need to 
recognize the fault of history.”

707 Nepperhan Ave. • Yonkers, NY 
24 Hr. Tel (914) 965-5395 •Fax (914) 965-9752

www.jfjfuel.com
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Criminal Investigators from the 
District Attorney’s Office and Rye Brook 
Police have charged Eric Jackier, 48, of 
White Plains in two separate incidents 
related to taking money under false 
pretenses.

In White Plains, the District Attorney’s 
Criminal Investigations team charged 
Jackier with Grand Larceny in the third 
degree after the defendant stole $16,475 
from a White Plains woman. The money 
was supposed to be used to set up a charity 
but instead Jackier used the money for 
his own purposes. The theft took place 
between May 15, 2015 and Aug. 20, 2015.

Jackier was arraigned in White Plains 
City Court. His next appearance is 
scheduled in White Plains City Court on 
Feb. 6, 2018.

In a separate case, Rye Brook Police 
have also charged Jackier with Grand 
Larceny in the second degree in the 
theft of $167,000 in checks written by 
the complainant, an elderly Rye Brook 
woman, to Jackier.

Jackier claimed to be an expert who 
could help secure Veteran’s benefits, 
giving himself the title of “Non-Attorney 
Representative” who could handle 
Veteran and Social Security cases. The 
woman was seeking help for her elderly 
husband. The theft took place between 
Aug. 1, 2013 and Oct. 4, 2017. 

Jackier was arraigned by Rye Town 
Court Judge John Colangelo.  He posted 
$15,000 bond. His next date in Rye Town 
Court is scheduled for Feb. 21, 2018.

Criminal Investigator Timothy Ryan 
made the arrest for the Westchester 
District Attorney’s Office. 

The case is being prosecuted by 
Assistant District Attorney Gwen Galef, 
Chief of the Economic Crimes Division.

All Roads Lead To
PLEASANTVILLE
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Pleasantville Ford, Inc. Prestige Imports
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914.769.1800
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from everywhere!
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Valhalla Man Killed on Metro-North 
Tracks Near Commerce St.

White Plains 
Man Charged 
with Two Counts 
of Grand Larceny 
in Local Scams

A 19-year-old Valhalla man was killed 
last Tuesday by an oncoming train on the 
Metro-North tracks near the Commerce 
Street crossing.

Metro-North spokeswoman Nancy 
Gamerman said the victim, Aaron 
Dannenbring, was killed by a train 
traveling from Grand Central Station to 
Southeast at about 10:15 p.m. on Jan. 30. 
The victim was not authorized to be on 

the tracks, she said.
“The MTA Police Department 

determined the incident was not an 
accident and no criminality was involved,” 
Gamerman said.

An estimated 200 passengers were on 
the train at the time of the incident. No 
one aboard the train was injured.

Service was suspended between North 
White Plains and Pleasantville for about 

two and a half hours. It was fully restored 
well in advance of the next morning’s 
rush hour.

Commerce Street was where six people 
were killed when a Metro-North train 
slammed into three years ago last week. 
The driver of the SUV and five passengers 
in the train’s front car were killed in the 
crash. 

–Neal Rentz

Eric Jackier

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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We invite readers to share  
their thoughts by sending letters to the 

editor. Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to  

editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain from personal 

attacks. Email letters to  
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.  

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide  

their name, address   
and contact information. 

Letters Policy

Obituaries
Frances Spina
Frances J. Spina, 73, of White Plains, 

passed away Feb. 2. She was born Nov. 
3, 1944 in White Plains to the late Joseph 
and Mary (Bambace) Spina. Frances is 
survived by her sister Angela F. Spina of 
White Plains and was predeceased by her 
brother Joseph P. Spina.

Doreen Silano
Doreen E. Silano, a White Plains 

resident, died peacefully on Feb. 1 at 
White Plains Hospital surrounded by her 
children.

She was born April 1, 1937 in Bronxville 
to the late Jack and Kay DeSalvo. On May 
7, 1960 she married Paul Peter Silano in 
Eastchester. They moved to White Plains, 
where Doreen was a stay-at-home mother 
who devoted her entire life to raising her 
two children.

She is survived by her children; Paul 
Edward Silano of White Plains and Kathy 
(Spiro) Argyros of Yorktown Heights 
and her twin granddaughters Jenna and 
Nicole. She is predeceased by her husband 
Paul and a brother James.

Sr. Catherine Yakovleff
Sr. Catherine Yakovleff, RDC, (formerly 

known as Sr. Mary Alexis), a Sister of the 

Divine Compassion, died peacefully on 
Jan. 29.

Sr. Catherine was born in the Bronx 
in 1931, the daughter of Nicholas and 
Margaret (McKenna) Yakovleff. Sister 
attended Catholic elementary and high 
school in the Bronx and graduated from 
Good Counsel College in White Plains in 
1958 with a BA in English. 

Sister entered the Sisters of the Divine 
Compassion in 1951 and soon began 
her long teaching career at St. Lawrence 
O’Toole School in Brewster and St. 
Frances de Chantal in the Bronx.

Sister Laura Donovan, President of the 
Sisters of the Divine Compassion said, 
“Sister Catherine loved life and lived hers 
with an ever present smile delighting in 
the world around her.”

Sister Catherine is survived by her 
Sisters of the Divine Compassion, her 
sister Margaret Peloso and many nieces 
and nephews.

Memorial donations may be sent to 
the Sisters of the Divine Compassion, 52 
North Broadway, White Plains, NY 10603.

Michele Caldarola
Michele Caldarola of White Plains, 

passed peacefully at White Plains Hospital 
on Jan. 31. Michele was born on Jan. 25, 
1926 in Cerignola, Italy to Saverio and 
Ippolita Caldarola. 

Michele and his late wife, Rita, 
immigrated to the USA in 1955. He 
worked as a baker for Pellegrino Bakery 
for many years and then worked for the 
City of White Plains Department of 
Public Works until his retirement. He 
enjoyed gardening and baking bread and 
focaccia for his family and friends. He was 
a parishioner of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Church in White Plains. 

Michele is survived by his sons, Michael 
(Delilah), Vincent and daughters, Lita 
(Lou) Scarano and Nancy (Lorenzo) 
Malandruccolo. He also leaves behind his 
loving grandchildren, Elise (Salvatore), 
Marissa, Julia, Joanna, Vincent, Carmela, 
Nicole (Gil), Luciano, Frankie and the 
newest member of his family, his great 
grandson, Luca Matteo.

In lieu of flowers donations can be 
made in Memory of Michele Caldarola to 
Hospice of Westchester, 1025 Westchester 
Avenue, Suite 200, White Plains, NY 
10604.

John Raymond, Jr.
John Raymond, Jr., of White Plains, 

died on Jan. 26 at New York-Presbyterian 
Lawrence Hospital in Bronxville. He was 
77. He was born on Oct. 10, 1940 in Staten 
Island. 

He attended Howard University in 
Washington, DC where he graduated 

with a degree in Electrical Engineering in 
1965. John was a member of the Air Force 
ROTC while at Howard and rose to the 
rank of Captain in the United States Air 
Force. 

In 1970 he married the love of his life, 
Gloria Elisa Cadogan, and together they 
had two children, Jason and Kareem. 
John started his professional career as an 
Electrical Engineer at IBM and later held 
numerous sales roles in the computer 
and information services industries. 
John was passionate about education and 
empowering young people of color and was 
actively involved in numerous local civic 
and community organizations including 
as a school board member in Beacon, a 
member of the Concerned Black Parents 
of While Plains, as a founding member 
of SABA, an organization focused on 
mentoring and empowering young black 
men and as a member of Interlock, an 
umbrella organization bringing together 
multiple local organizing committees in 
the Westchester County community. 

John was also a member of the Beta 
Alpha Alpha Chapter of Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Inc. 

John is survived by his wife, Gloria and 
his two sons.

New York’s New Tax Forms Will Help New York Families Save for College
If you aren’t a tax attorney like State 

Assemblyman David Buchwald (D-White 
Plains), your eyes may glaze over when you 
look at income tax forms. But this year, look 
carefully, as the New York State income tax 
form includes a new way to help you save 
for college for a child, grandchild, friend or 
even yourself. New on this year’s New York 
tax forms, you can directly deposit your 
state income tax refund into a 529 college 
savings plan.

Sponsored by Assemblyman Buchwald 
back in 2016, and unanimously passed by 
both the State Assembly and Senate, a new 

law (Chapter 454 of the Laws of 2016) is 
now in effect. This makes it easy to send 
your refund dollars right to your 529 
college savings account using the newly 
created Form IT-195 which is submitted 
along with your resident or non-resident 
return.

Those savings can grow tax-free when 
used to pay for higher education expenses, 
including tuition, room and board, 
books and other supplies. New York State 
residents are encouraged to save for higher 
education using this program, and the 
earlier you get started the better.

“The research demonstrates that even a 
small amount of college savings (less than 
$500)  gives children a college identity, 
making it three times more likely that they 
will attend college than students without 
any college savings,” said  Jennifer March, 
Executive Director, Citizens’ Committee 
for Children. 

“Allowing filers to directly contribute 
their refund into a 529 account provides 
an unprecedented opportunity for 
New Yorkers to save for their children’s 
education,” said  Mae Watson Grote, 
Founder and CEO of  The Financial 

Clinic.  “Research shows that students 
who have as little as $1-$499 in savings 
are  three and a half times more likely  to 
attend college, and considering a college 
degree has the potential to almost double a 
New Yorker’s earnings, this is a clear step to 
creating a secure future for our workforce.”

Senator Thomas Croci (R-Suffolk 
County) carried the bill in the State Senate 
and was instrumental in getting the bill 
passed unanimously in both houses.

To open up a college savings account, 
visit  https://www.nysaves.org/home/open-
ny-529-account.html.
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New Appointees Named to Westchester 
County Human Rights Commission

This African American Life
Hugh B. Price presents a lecture titled 

“This African American Life.” Price 
traces his descent from soldiers at Valley 
Forge, enslaved people, songwriters and 
inventors and his own dramatic story, 
from boyhood in segregated Washington, 
D.C. to positions as an editorial writer for 
The New York Times, head of production 
at WNET/Thirteen, vice president of the 
Rockefeller Foundation and president 
and CEO of the National Urban League. 
Followed by a book signing. Tuesday, Feb. 
6 at John Jay Homestead State Historic 
Site, 400 Jay St. (Route 22), Katonah. 
Registration and refreshments at 6:30 
p.m. Lecture at 7 p.m. $25. Members: 
$20. Info: 914-232-8119, email friends@
johnjayhomestead.org; or visit www.
johnjayhomestead.org.
Westchester Black Political Convention 
2018

The Westchester Black Political 
Convention recognizes that our county 
has become both a more diverse yet 
unequal county. To be recognized as 
one of the wealthiest counties in the 
nation, policymakers face the urgent 

challenge of confronting growing wealth 
gaps by race and ethnicity. The goal of 
Westchester Black Political Convention 
is to create a more equitable and secure 
future for communities of color through 

public policy. We believe, we must 
shift away from public policies that 
fuel and exacerbate racial disparities in 
wealth, housing, education, economic 
development and criminal justice and 
mobilize our community to endorse and 
employ public policies that empower 
communities of color. 

The Westchester Black Political 
Convention is born out of the idea of 
the historic first National Black Political 
Assembly (NBPA), formerly known as 
the Gary Convention that was held on 
March 10, 1972, in Gary, Indiana. The 
NBPA gathered around 10,000 African-
Americans to discuss and advocate 
for black communities that undergo 
significant economic and social crisis. Part 
of their goal was to raise the number of 
black politicians elected to office, increase 
representation, and create an agenda for 
fundamental change.

Confirmed panelists, who will speak 
on four policy issues – economic 
development, education, public policy 
and community engagement – include: 
Dr. Abdul Hafeez Muhammad, Eastern 
Representative of the Nation of Islam; 

Lena Anderson, President, White 
Plains/Greenburgh NAACP; Dr. Robert 
Baskervill, President, RISEUP; Dr. David 
Holder, Founder, Senior Pastor, New 
York Covenant Church; Andre Wallace, 
Councilman, Mount Vernon; Jared Rice, 
Councilman, New Rochelle; Jumaane 
Williams, Councilman, New York City.

The first annual Westchester Black 
Political Convention will take place on 
Saturday, Feb. 10, from 1-5 p.m. at 77 
Tarrytown Rd. White Plains. Suggested 
donation, $25. 
Black History Matters

Black History Matters is a White Plains 
History Roundtable. Panelists will talk 
about significant black leaders and stories 
from Westchester’s past and will include 
contemporary leaders and members of 
families with multi-generational roots in 
White Plains. Items from the White Plains 
Collection including local newspapers, 
photographs and genealogical resources 
will be available to attendees. The floor will 
be open for discussion and storytelling. 
Wednesday, Feb. 21, 7 to 8:30 p.m. White 
Plains Public Library, 100 Martine Ave., 
White Plains.

Advertisement for the Afro-American Cultural 
Foundation’s February 1971 Panorama in 
Westchester.

Ten new appointments and one 
reappointment have been made to the 
Westchester County Human Rights 
Commission.

“I’m extremely pleased to announce 
dynamic members to this important 
Commission to fulfill the vision established 
back in 1999.  Two of the appointments 
are former members who have agreed to 
rejoin the Commission. This Commission 
is especially important to me as I was part 
of its creation alongside then County 
Legislators Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
and Lois Bronz,” said County Executive 
George Latimer. “No one should feel 
discriminated against in this County, no 
matter your race, creed, physical capacity, 
age, or for any other reason. Westchester 
residents should feel assured that if they 

do experience such discrimination that 
their County government has their back.”

Based on County Human Rights 
law, which grants its authority, the 
Commission has countywide jurisdiction 
and aims to protect residents from unjust 
actions.

The newly added members of the 
Commission are: Jenny Bernhard 
of White Plains, Farah Kathwari of 
Larchmont, Andre Early of Greenburgh, 
Zenaida Bongaarts of Armonk, Doris 
Cappello of Yonkers, Eddie Mae Barnes 
of Greenburgh, Rev. Doris Dalton of 
White Plains, Dr. George Castellanos of 
Briarcliff Manor, Martin McDonald of 
Peekskill, Shahana Hyder of Scarsdale, 
and reappointment of Rev. Dr. Stephen 
Pogue of Mt. Vernon.

Advertise in The White Plains Examiner  
914-864-0878 
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By Adam Stone

“M ets fantasy camp,” my 
childhood friend Je�  Ahn 
texted me out of the blue 

on a Saturday evening in early September. 
“What do you think?”

� e moment I received the text I knew I 
had a big decision to make. Since starting 
� e Examiner almost exactly 10 years earli-
er, I had barely spent seven waking minutes 
away from work, let alone seven days. As for 
my family, I’m there for nearly everything, 
and I quickly realized the camp would con-
� ict with my older daughter’s cherished an-
nual talent show, a school event co-chaired 
by my wife no less. 

For those not familiar with fantasy camp, 
it’s a vacation experience where attendees 
get to live out their sports dreams, in pro-
fessional uniforms, coached by former pro-
fessionals, playing on professional � elds, of-
� ciated by real umpires. I had been familiar 
enough with the opportunity to know ex-
actly what Je�  was asking about. 

As much as I would miss my family, it 
dawned on me that I was already pondering 
ways to celebrate my company’s 10th anni-
versary, and what better way than living out 
the ultimate Mets fan fantasy? 

Several days a� er the original text, hav-
ing weighed all the factors, I updated Je�  
on my decision:

“I’m all in!” I exclaimed.
What eventually followed in late Janu-

ary at the Mets immaculate spring train-
ing complex in Port St. Lucie, Florida was 
a week like no other, a dream come true, a 
virtual return to childhood.

Beer, Stretch, Laundry
One of the � rst mind-blowing experiences 

was walking into the clubhouse, and see-
ing our personalized uniforms (which sta�  
would launder for us daily) neatly hanging in 
our personalized lockers. Seeing “Stone” em-
blazoned on the back of my Mets home and 
away jerseys was certainly a thrill, and as I 
walked through the clubhouse I was excited 
to see all the amenities available to us, from 
the seemingly endless supply of free beer 
chilled in the deli-sized fridge to the train-
ing room area where the sta�  would eventu-
ally help us stretch out our sore muscles and 
apply all sorts of magical potions to aid our 
aching middle-aged bodies. (30 is the mini-
mum camper age.) In fact, as we hit the � eld 
for the � rst time, a camp-wide stretch was 
led by a sta�  member from the Mets Fantasy 
Camp sponsor, Hospital for Special Surgery. 

Early Rust
Feeling relatively limber, it was time for 

the nearly 100 campers (including two brave 
and awesome women) to be evaluated by the 
16 or so former Mets in attendance. We split 
into groups of about 20, rotating between 
the facility’s various baseball � elds to test our 
skills in all facets of the game. At one station 
we � agged � y balls in right � eld, shot from a 

cannon-like machine at home plate, manned 
by Mets World Series legend Mookie Wilson, 
a fabulously nice guy. In le�  we were fed liners 
in the out� eld by speedster Rodney McCray 
— famous for running through a wall when 
in the minor leagues — and had to ri� e the 
ball back to him. (� e night prior, at a wel-
come dinner, when asked if he was still in 
good shape, McCray li� ed his shirt to show 
us his six-pack abs. Question answered.) 

On another � eld, Brooklyn native Kevin 
Baez, a former Mets shortstop, took notes as 
we tried to turn double plays in the middle 
in� eld, and scoop balls at � rst base. (We’d 
later learn that Baez previously coached at a 
baseball camp Je�  and I had attended along 
with other friends back in our teen years.) 
Nelson Figueroa, a former Met and now a 
smooth-talking broadcaster with the team’s 
SNY TV station, helped oversee the pitch-
ing evaluation. Despite some insightful tips 
from the e� usive Figueroa about arm po-
sition, once I sailed a pitch well above the 
catcher’s head and past a fence behind him, 
I decided to reject Je� ’s suggestion that I 
pitch during the week like I did growing up. 
I could still throw relatively hard but com-
mand was proving elusive, especially as I 
was still shaking o�  the rust. 

Take � at, Turk!
� e highlight of the evaluations for me was 

the hitting station, where I batted against John 
“Bad Dude” Stearns, a legendary tough guy of 
his era, still a commanding presence at 66. 
Good natured chop-busting is central to the 
culture of the camp, and during � elding drills 
I struggled with a couple throws, still trying to 
regain form a� er decades away from compet-
itive baseball. � e evening before my friends 
and I were hanging out at the hotel bar, and 

bantered for much of the time with former 
Mets pitcher Turk Wendell, a colorful char-
acter best known for his many superstitions, 
including brushing his teeth between innings. 
So once I stepped into the batter’s box, already 
friendly with Turk, he was eager to talk a lit-
tle trash from behind the backstop where he 
was scouting the “talent.” Feeling comfortable 
at the plate, I crushed a few balls to le� -center 
� eld, earning praise from Stearns. “Good,” he 
said a� er one hit. � en I whacked another. 
“Good job,” he said again. � is time a bomb. 
“Good job, two more,” Stearns barked. And 
another ball smacked to the out� eld. “Some-
body mark this guy down,” Stearns instructed 
his fellow former pros scouting the campers. 

“He can’t throw,” Wendell replied taunt-
ingly. Soon a� er the comment, another 
pitch from Stearns followed, and I again de-
posited it to deep le� . “Put him at � rst base,” 
Stearns roared a� er the � nal hit, respond-
ing to Wendell’s jab. “Rotate. Next!”

Band of Brothers
Once the evaluations were complete, the 

former players went behind closed doors 
to dra�  fair teams. Camp organizers do al-
low requests for friends to be together, and 
Je�  and I were placed on the same squad, 
along with two other friends of Je� , his col-
lege buddy Jonathan Meisel, a slick � elding, 
line-drive hitting shortstop, and Je� ’s fellow 
youth baseball coach for their sons’ team, 
Joel Sunshine, an all-around good player 
with a pitching leg kick uncannily similar 
to that of former Met and fantasy camp rov-
ing coach Dwight “Doc” Gooden. 

One of the greatest parts of the week was 
bonding with teammates. It was striking to 
me how baseball served as the common de-
nominator for this group of guys — stran-

gers mostly — coming from such diverse 
backgrounds. I quickly became close with 
Joel, a Long Island attorney, and Jon, an 
Atlanta-based pediatric surgeon. � at was 
more expected, since Je�  connected us all. 
But within a matter of a day or two our entire 
team really gelled, like we were high school 
teammates who had grown up playing ball 
together. I talked movies and politics with 
Mike Vrabel, a commercial pilot with U.P.S. 
and former Air Force captain from Sparta, 
New Jersey. I discovered that my teammate 
Sal Al� eri, a soulful restauranteur living in 
Dallas, was undergoing dialysis but was nev-
ertheless intent on living life to the fullest at 
fantasy camp. From learning about Colonel 
Wally Rustmann’s military career and Tom 
Kopin’s forthcoming � rst child, Jonathan 
Webb’s southern roots and Pat Ponath’s visit 
to the Iowa “Field of Dreams,” Tod Wooley’s 
golf and ski trips to Dave Merbaum’s law 
practice, we shared our back stories with one 
another. As uno�  cial team poet and Spring-
steen devotee Mike Vrabel put it, we became 
a “band of brothers,” despite coming from 
vastly di� erent backgrounds and perspec-
tives. Congress could learn a thing or two 
from the culture of team sports. 

� ree Ducks on the Pond 
Some of the serious conversations aside, 

the week was dominated by laughter, with 
new inside jokes being developed seem-
ingly minute-by-minute. It was also a thrill 
to be back around the sounds of the game. 
Not just the distinctive and magni� cent 
sound of a wood bat squarely hitting a 
round ball but also the inane yet delicious 
chatter that permeates all baseball dugouts. 
It had been more than 20 years since I had 
reminded a teammate up at bat that there 
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were “three ducks on the pond,” and turned 
out I missed that kind of ridiculous verbal 
mishmash more than I realized. 

Dugout life also helped reintroduce me 
to the art of cleanly cracking sun� ower seed 
shells with my teeth. But when I wondered 
aloud to my wife before departing for the 
trip whether the week might also include a 
new tobacco chewing habit, she informed 
me I should remain in Florida if I started 
dipping. (I made sure to pack Big League 
Chew bubble gum instead.)

Each of the eight teams were assigned 
two coaches from the roster of former pros, 
and we were managed by Doug Flynn and 
Bobby Wine, both former Gold Glove win-
ning in� elders. At 79, Wine possessed in-
credible baseball knowledge and intuition 
from a lifetime around the game. It was best 
on display when before one pitch he called 
out to Je�  in center� eld to move in and shi�  
closer towards le�  � eld to a spot Wine had 
in mind for a righty pull hitter, and a mo-
ment later the ball was struck to Je� ’s new 
spot in shallower le� -center. Flynn, a gi� ed 
storyteller, mesmerized us over lunches and 
dinners with stories, from what triggered 
various bench-clearing brawls in his day 
to insights into the personalties and work 
habits of some of the era’s all-time greats, 
from Big Red Machine teammate Pete Rose 
on down.

Front Row Stone
Despite ultimately beating a catcher’s tag 

at home-plate during a mid-week game, 
I probably didn’t endear myself to Flynn 
when I ran through his stop sign at third 
base to score a run, but he got me back a day 
later by helping to propagate my new nick-
name, “Front Row.” One morning, late for 
the camp-wide morning stretch, with all the 
campers already separated in about seven 
rows of 14, I decided the best thing to do 
was to position myself in front of the front 
row, by myself, so I wasn’t cramping anyone’s 
space by stretching too close to them, with 
the lines already formed. � at was a mistake. 
One of the leaders of the stretch quickly no-
ticed where I was standing, and dubbed me 
Front Row. With Flynn leading the way in 
subsequent days, my teammates rooted me 
on using my unfortunate new monicker. 
(“C’Mon, Front Row, you got this!”)

Speaking of bad names, our squad was 
assigned what I consider the worst team 
name in baseball history, “Fair & Honest.” 
� ink about it. “Let’s Go Mets!” has a won-
derful ring to it. Try cheering on a team 
named Fair & Honest. Painful. I guess no 
week can be 100 percent perfect.

Losing But Laughing 
� e Fair & Honest crew got o�  to a more 

than fairly slow start on the � eld, losing our 
� rst three games despite having what we con-
sidered a pretty talented team. Speaking of 
talent, there was a wide range of ability levels 
at the camp. A couple of the guys had played 

Division 1 college baseball and even some pro 
ball, while others just loved the game and had 
barely competed since Little League. Most 
guys, like me, fell somewhere in the middle. 
But we all shared a love of the game, and al-
though everyone wanted to win, a spirit of en-
couragement and support blended seamlessly 
with everyone’s competitive � re. Even though 
the Fair & Honest crew didn’t advance to the 
championship game under the lights at First 
Data Field (that was won by a team led by a 
former Rice University pitcher mixing nearly 
80 mile per hour heaters with nasty breaking 
balls), we did win three of our last four games 
and, as far as I’m concerned, led the league in 
team chemistry, with barely a minute passing 
all week without a laugh. 

Golden Memories 
On the � nal evening, we gathered for 

an awards dinner and cocktail party, and I 
erupted with excitement when Je�  was de-
servedly named camp-wide Rookie of the 
Year and, separately, our team’s Most Valu-
able Player. Having played high school 
baseball with Je�  down on Long Island, 
his excellent play came as no surprise but 
it was still wildly impressive to watch him 
dominate the competition all week, both 
at the plate and on the mound. As for me, 
I did end up batting a healthy .412 with a 
.583 on base percentage for the week (not 
that I checked the camp stat book) and de-
spite one comically brutal inning at third 
base, played solid enough defense in the 
out� eld and at � rst base.

In the clubhouse one a� ernoon, as a group 
of guys were in the hot-tub unwinding, one of 
the camp veterans from another team men-
tioned how the week comes down to a series 
of little moments that marinade over time 

and become great, lifelong memories. So true. 
Here are some of mine:

I remember catching a � y ball in le�  � eld 
with one out and the bases loaded and � r-
ing a perfect one-hopper to the catcher to 
prevent the runner on third from advanc-
ing on a tag up. 

I remember unloading a perfect relay to 
the third baseman from le�  and nearly nail-
ing a runner at home. 

I remember the � rst time making good 
contact at the plate in a game, and getting 
robbed by the shortstop. 

I remember a joyous sigh of relief a� er my 
� rst hit in a game, a� er struggling in the � rst 
day’s games. 

I remember reaching second on a dou-
ble, then noticing two brothers from the 
other team speaking to each other in their 
native Italian tongue, unsuccessfully try-
ing to lure me o�  the bag and fool me with 
the hidden ball trick. 

I remember batting against former Cy 
Young Award runner-up Pete Schourek in 
our game against the pros, hitting a ball “out 
of the stadium,” but unfortunately out of the 
stadium behind the backstop, foul, before 
striking out on a deadly o� -speed pitch.

I remember getting all the out� elders (four 
out� elders, in fact) to shi�  to right � eld 
against former Met le� y hitter Mackey Sasser, 
with Sasser, on the next pitch, expertly serving 
a liner to le� , making fools of us amateurs. 

I remember meeting former Mets man-
ager Terry Collins at a local restaurant/bar, 
and then bumping into him again a couple 
nights later, even though he was not a�  li-
ated with the fantasy camp.   

I remember shooting the breeze with Doc 
Gooden, a childhood hero, and eventually ex-
changing text messages with him about pos-
sibly attending a friend’s son’s Bar Mitzvah. 

I remember posing for a photo with Eric 
Hillman, a 6’10” former Met pitcher who 
wasn’t even the tallest guy at camp; that dis-
tinction belonged to fellow camper Alan Her-
bert, a happy-go-lucky resident of Taunton, 
England who stretched an incredible 7’2” and 
attended not just our week but also the � rst 
week, a rare two-week camper. 

I remember former Met Lenny Harris tell-
ing me the story of how he was gipped of the 
single-season pinch hit record. 

I remember receiving compliments on my 
swing from former Mets out� elder Ron Swo-
boda during an impromptu one-on-one bat-
ting practice session between games. 

I remember former Met Todd “Tank” Pratt 
telling us how once you step to the plate, even 
if it’s your brother pitching, the hitter must 
embrace the mentality of wanting to destroy 
and humiliate the man on the mound, be-
cause that’s what he’s trying to do to you. 

I remember almost being nominated 
for a “Golden Rope,” the award handed 
out to the previous day’s best player at the 
morning meeting, but having one of my 
“achievements” — getting hit by several 
pitches — announced as that of one of my 
gracious teammates. 

I remember receiving the � rst highlight reel 
of the previous day’s games one morning in 
my hotel room, and seeing myself multiple 
times in the two-minute video, hitting and 
� elding, and in that moment marveling again 
at the camp’s unbelievable attention to � rst-
class quality and detail. 

Was it Heaven?  
As the week continues to unfold in my 

mind like a great dream you don’t want to 
end, I think back to that text from Je�  � ve 
months ago: “Mets fantasy camp. What do 
you think?”

I think it was the most fun I’ve ever had, be-
yond description, beyond words.

“Is this Heaven?” Shoeless Joe Jackson fa-
mously asks in “Field of Dreams.” 

“No,” Ray replies, “it’s Iowa.” 
� at scene resonates for anyone lucky 

enough to feel emotionally attached to base-
ball. But, for me, it rings truer than ever fol-
lowing my weeklong visit to Mets Fantasy 
Camp, a seven-day dream come true that only 
enhanced my love for our National Pastime. 

Was it Heaven? No, it’s Port St. Lucie.

STATS FOR THE WEEK
.412 Batting Average 
.583 On-Base Percentage 
7 Hits 
17 At Bats
9 Runs
5 RBI
1 Double
4 Walks
3 Hit By Pitches

From left, childhood friend Jeff  Ahn and Stone with camp teammates Joel Sunshine and Jonathan Meisel 
outside the clubhouse following a game. 

Examiner Publisher Adam Stone, who batted .412 for the week with a .583 on base percentage including a 
league-leading three hit by pitches, jogging to first base.

Batting against former Cy Young Award runner-up 
Pete Schourek.

““MM““M“““M

“...I was already pondering ways to celebrate my 
company’s 10th anniversary, and what better way 
than living out the ultimate Mets fan fantasy?”

 — EXAMINER PUBLISHER ADAM STONE
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By Adam Stone

“M ets fantasy camp,” my 
childhood friend Je�  Ahn 
texted me out of the blue 

on a Saturday evening in early September. 
“What do you think?”

� e moment I received the text I knew I 
had a big decision to make. Since starting 
� e Examiner almost exactly 10 years earli-
er, I had barely spent seven waking minutes 
away from work, let alone seven days. As for 
my family, I’m there for nearly everything, 
and I quickly realized the camp would con-
� ict with my older daughter’s cherished an-
nual talent show, a school event co-chaired 
by my wife no less. 

For those not familiar with fantasy camp, 
it’s a vacation experience where attendees 
get to live out their sports dreams, in pro-
fessional uniforms, coached by former pro-
fessionals, playing on professional � elds, of-
� ciated by real umpires. I had been familiar 
enough with the opportunity to know ex-
actly what Je�  was asking about. 

As much as I would miss my family, it 
dawned on me that I was already pondering 
ways to celebrate my company’s 10th anni-
versary, and what better way than living out 
the ultimate Mets fan fantasy? 

Several days a� er the original text, hav-
ing weighed all the factors, I updated Je�  
on my decision:

“I’m all in!” I exclaimed.
What eventually followed in late Janu-

ary at the Mets immaculate spring train-
ing complex in Port St. Lucie, Florida was 
a week like no other, a dream come true, a 
virtual return to childhood.

Beer, Stretch, Laundry
One of the � rst mind-blowing experiences 

was walking into the clubhouse, and see-
ing our personalized uniforms (which sta�  
would launder for us daily) neatly hanging in 
our personalized lockers. Seeing “Stone” em-
blazoned on the back of my Mets home and 
away jerseys was certainly a thrill, and as I 
walked through the clubhouse I was excited 
to see all the amenities available to us, from 
the seemingly endless supply of free beer 
chilled in the deli-sized fridge to the train-
ing room area where the sta�  would eventu-
ally help us stretch out our sore muscles and 
apply all sorts of magical potions to aid our 
aching middle-aged bodies. (30 is the mini-
mum camper age.) In fact, as we hit the � eld 
for the � rst time, a camp-wide stretch was 
led by a sta�  member from the Mets Fantasy 
Camp sponsor, Hospital for Special Surgery. 

Early Rust
Feeling relatively limber, it was time for 

the nearly 100 campers (including two brave 
and awesome women) to be evaluated by the 
16 or so former Mets in attendance. We split 
into groups of about 20, rotating between 
the facility’s various baseball � elds to test our 
skills in all facets of the game. At one station 
we � agged � y balls in right � eld, shot from a 

cannon-like machine at home plate, manned 
by Mets World Series legend Mookie Wilson, 
a fabulously nice guy. In le�  we were fed liners 
in the out� eld by speedster Rodney McCray 
— famous for running through a wall when 
in the minor leagues — and had to ri� e the 
ball back to him. (� e night prior, at a wel-
come dinner, when asked if he was still in 
good shape, McCray li� ed his shirt to show 
us his six-pack abs. Question answered.) 

On another � eld, Brooklyn native Kevin 
Baez, a former Mets shortstop, took notes as 
we tried to turn double plays in the middle 
in� eld, and scoop balls at � rst base. (We’d 
later learn that Baez previously coached at a 
baseball camp Je�  and I had attended along 
with other friends back in our teen years.) 
Nelson Figueroa, a former Met and now a 
smooth-talking broadcaster with the team’s 
SNY TV station, helped oversee the pitch-
ing evaluation. Despite some insightful tips 
from the e� usive Figueroa about arm po-
sition, once I sailed a pitch well above the 
catcher’s head and past a fence behind him, 
I decided to reject Je� ’s suggestion that I 
pitch during the week like I did growing up. 
I could still throw relatively hard but com-
mand was proving elusive, especially as I 
was still shaking o�  the rust. 

Take � at, Turk!
� e highlight of the evaluations for me was 

the hitting station, where I batted against John 
“Bad Dude” Stearns, a legendary tough guy of 
his era, still a commanding presence at 66. 
Good natured chop-busting is central to the 
culture of the camp, and during � elding drills 
I struggled with a couple throws, still trying to 
regain form a� er decades away from compet-
itive baseball. � e evening before my friends 
and I were hanging out at the hotel bar, and 

bantered for much of the time with former 
Mets pitcher Turk Wendell, a colorful char-
acter best known for his many superstitions, 
including brushing his teeth between innings. 
So once I stepped into the batter’s box, already 
friendly with Turk, he was eager to talk a lit-
tle trash from behind the backstop where he 
was scouting the “talent.” Feeling comfortable 
at the plate, I crushed a few balls to le� -center 
� eld, earning praise from Stearns. “Good,” he 
said a� er one hit. � en I whacked another. 
“Good job,” he said again. � is time a bomb. 
“Good job, two more,” Stearns barked. And 
another ball smacked to the out� eld. “Some-
body mark this guy down,” Stearns instructed 
his fellow former pros scouting the campers. 

“He can’t throw,” Wendell replied taunt-
ingly. Soon a� er the comment, another 
pitch from Stearns followed, and I again de-
posited it to deep le� . “Put him at � rst base,” 
Stearns roared a� er the � nal hit, respond-
ing to Wendell’s jab. “Rotate. Next!”

Band of Brothers
Once the evaluations were complete, the 

former players went behind closed doors 
to dra�  fair teams. Camp organizers do al-
low requests for friends to be together, and 
Je�  and I were placed on the same squad, 
along with two other friends of Je� , his col-
lege buddy Jonathan Meisel, a slick � elding, 
line-drive hitting shortstop, and Je� ’s fellow 
youth baseball coach for their sons’ team, 
Joel Sunshine, an all-around good player 
with a pitching leg kick uncannily similar 
to that of former Met and fantasy camp rov-
ing coach Dwight “Doc” Gooden. 

One of the greatest parts of the week was 
bonding with teammates. It was striking to 
me how baseball served as the common de-
nominator for this group of guys — stran-

gers mostly — coming from such diverse 
backgrounds. I quickly became close with 
Joel, a Long Island attorney, and Jon, an 
Atlanta-based pediatric surgeon. � at was 
more expected, since Je�  connected us all. 
But within a matter of a day or two our entire 
team really gelled, like we were high school 
teammates who had grown up playing ball 
together. I talked movies and politics with 
Mike Vrabel, a commercial pilot with U.P.S. 
and former Air Force captain from Sparta, 
New Jersey. I discovered that my teammate 
Sal Al� eri, a soulful restauranteur living in 
Dallas, was undergoing dialysis but was nev-
ertheless intent on living life to the fullest at 
fantasy camp. From learning about Colonel 
Wally Rustmann’s military career and Tom 
Kopin’s forthcoming � rst child, Jonathan 
Webb’s southern roots and Pat Ponath’s visit 
to the Iowa “Field of Dreams,” Tod Wooley’s 
golf and ski trips to Dave Merbaum’s law 
practice, we shared our back stories with one 
another. As uno�  cial team poet and Spring-
steen devotee Mike Vrabel put it, we became 
a “band of brothers,” despite coming from 
vastly di� erent backgrounds and perspec-
tives. Congress could learn a thing or two 
from the culture of team sports. 

� ree Ducks on the Pond 
Some of the serious conversations aside, 

the week was dominated by laughter, with 
new inside jokes being developed seem-
ingly minute-by-minute. It was also a thrill 
to be back around the sounds of the game. 
Not just the distinctive and magni� cent 
sound of a wood bat squarely hitting a 
round ball but also the inane yet delicious 
chatter that permeates all baseball dugouts. 
It had been more than 20 years since I had 
reminded a teammate up at bat that there 

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOSExaminer Publisher Fulfills Baseball Dream at Mets Fantasy Camp
were “three ducks on the pond,” and turned 
out I missed that kind of ridiculous verbal 
mishmash more than I realized. 

Dugout life also helped reintroduce me 
to the art of cleanly cracking sun� ower seed 
shells with my teeth. But when I wondered 
aloud to my wife before departing for the 
trip whether the week might also include a 
new tobacco chewing habit, she informed 
me I should remain in Florida if I started 
dipping. (I made sure to pack Big League 
Chew bubble gum instead.)

Each of the eight teams were assigned 
two coaches from the roster of former pros, 
and we were managed by Doug Flynn and 
Bobby Wine, both former Gold Glove win-
ning in� elders. At 79, Wine possessed in-
credible baseball knowledge and intuition 
from a lifetime around the game. It was best 
on display when before one pitch he called 
out to Je�  in center� eld to move in and shi�  
closer towards le�  � eld to a spot Wine had 
in mind for a righty pull hitter, and a mo-
ment later the ball was struck to Je� ’s new 
spot in shallower le� -center. Flynn, a gi� ed 
storyteller, mesmerized us over lunches and 
dinners with stories, from what triggered 
various bench-clearing brawls in his day 
to insights into the personalties and work 
habits of some of the era’s all-time greats, 
from Big Red Machine teammate Pete Rose 
on down.

Front Row Stone
Despite ultimately beating a catcher’s tag 

at home-plate during a mid-week game, 
I probably didn’t endear myself to Flynn 
when I ran through his stop sign at third 
base to score a run, but he got me back a day 
later by helping to propagate my new nick-
name, “Front Row.” One morning, late for 
the camp-wide morning stretch, with all the 
campers already separated in about seven 
rows of 14, I decided the best thing to do 
was to position myself in front of the front 
row, by myself, so I wasn’t cramping anyone’s 
space by stretching too close to them, with 
the lines already formed. � at was a mistake. 
One of the leaders of the stretch quickly no-
ticed where I was standing, and dubbed me 
Front Row. With Flynn leading the way in 
subsequent days, my teammates rooted me 
on using my unfortunate new monicker. 
(“C’Mon, Front Row, you got this!”)

Speaking of bad names, our squad was 
assigned what I consider the worst team 
name in baseball history, “Fair & Honest.” 
� ink about it. “Let’s Go Mets!” has a won-
derful ring to it. Try cheering on a team 
named Fair & Honest. Painful. I guess no 
week can be 100 percent perfect.

Losing But Laughing 
� e Fair & Honest crew got o�  to a more 

than fairly slow start on the � eld, losing our 
� rst three games despite having what we con-
sidered a pretty talented team. Speaking of 
talent, there was a wide range of ability levels 
at the camp. A couple of the guys had played 

Division 1 college baseball and even some pro 
ball, while others just loved the game and had 
barely competed since Little League. Most 
guys, like me, fell somewhere in the middle. 
But we all shared a love of the game, and al-
though everyone wanted to win, a spirit of en-
couragement and support blended seamlessly 
with everyone’s competitive � re. Even though 
the Fair & Honest crew didn’t advance to the 
championship game under the lights at First 
Data Field (that was won by a team led by a 
former Rice University pitcher mixing nearly 
80 mile per hour heaters with nasty breaking 
balls), we did win three of our last four games 
and, as far as I’m concerned, led the league in 
team chemistry, with barely a minute passing 
all week without a laugh. 

Golden Memories 
On the � nal evening, we gathered for 

an awards dinner and cocktail party, and I 
erupted with excitement when Je�  was de-
servedly named camp-wide Rookie of the 
Year and, separately, our team’s Most Valu-
able Player. Having played high school 
baseball with Je�  down on Long Island, 
his excellent play came as no surprise but 
it was still wildly impressive to watch him 
dominate the competition all week, both 
at the plate and on the mound. As for me, 
I did end up batting a healthy .412 with a 
.583 on base percentage for the week (not 
that I checked the camp stat book) and de-
spite one comically brutal inning at third 
base, played solid enough defense in the 
out� eld and at � rst base.

In the clubhouse one a� ernoon, as a group 
of guys were in the hot-tub unwinding, one of 
the camp veterans from another team men-
tioned how the week comes down to a series 
of little moments that marinade over time 

and become great, lifelong memories. So true. 
Here are some of mine:

I remember catching a � y ball in le�  � eld 
with one out and the bases loaded and � r-
ing a perfect one-hopper to the catcher to 
prevent the runner on third from advanc-
ing on a tag up. 

I remember unloading a perfect relay to 
the third baseman from le�  and nearly nail-
ing a runner at home. 

I remember the � rst time making good 
contact at the plate in a game, and getting 
robbed by the shortstop. 

I remember a joyous sigh of relief a� er my 
� rst hit in a game, a� er struggling in the � rst 
day’s games. 

I remember reaching second on a dou-
ble, then noticing two brothers from the 
other team speaking to each other in their 
native Italian tongue, unsuccessfully try-
ing to lure me o�  the bag and fool me with 
the hidden ball trick. 

I remember batting against former Cy 
Young Award runner-up Pete Schourek in 
our game against the pros, hitting a ball “out 
of the stadium,” but unfortunately out of the 
stadium behind the backstop, foul, before 
striking out on a deadly o� -speed pitch.

I remember getting all the out� elders (four 
out� elders, in fact) to shi�  to right � eld 
against former Met le� y hitter Mackey Sasser, 
with Sasser, on the next pitch, expertly serving 
a liner to le� , making fools of us amateurs. 

I remember meeting former Mets man-
ager Terry Collins at a local restaurant/bar, 
and then bumping into him again a couple 
nights later, even though he was not a�  li-
ated with the fantasy camp.   

I remember shooting the breeze with Doc 
Gooden, a childhood hero, and eventually ex-
changing text messages with him about pos-
sibly attending a friend’s son’s Bar Mitzvah. 

I remember posing for a photo with Eric 
Hillman, a 6’10” former Met pitcher who 
wasn’t even the tallest guy at camp; that dis-
tinction belonged to fellow camper Alan Her-
bert, a happy-go-lucky resident of Taunton, 
England who stretched an incredible 7’2” and 
attended not just our week but also the � rst 
week, a rare two-week camper. 

I remember former Met Lenny Harris tell-
ing me the story of how he was gipped of the 
single-season pinch hit record. 

I remember receiving compliments on my 
swing from former Mets out� elder Ron Swo-
boda during an impromptu one-on-one bat-
ting practice session between games. 

I remember former Met Todd “Tank” Pratt 
telling us how once you step to the plate, even 
if it’s your brother pitching, the hitter must 
embrace the mentality of wanting to destroy 
and humiliate the man on the mound, be-
cause that’s what he’s trying to do to you. 

I remember almost being nominated 
for a “Golden Rope,” the award handed 
out to the previous day’s best player at the 
morning meeting, but having one of my 
“achievements” — getting hit by several 
pitches — announced as that of one of my 
gracious teammates. 

I remember receiving the � rst highlight reel 
of the previous day’s games one morning in 
my hotel room, and seeing myself multiple 
times in the two-minute video, hitting and 
� elding, and in that moment marveling again 
at the camp’s unbelievable attention to � rst-
class quality and detail. 

Was it Heaven?  
As the week continues to unfold in my 

mind like a great dream you don’t want to 
end, I think back to that text from Je�  � ve 
months ago: “Mets fantasy camp. What do 
you think?”

I think it was the most fun I’ve ever had, be-
yond description, beyond words.

“Is this Heaven?” Shoeless Joe Jackson fa-
mously asks in “Field of Dreams.” 

“No,” Ray replies, “it’s Iowa.” 
� at scene resonates for anyone lucky 

enough to feel emotionally attached to base-
ball. But, for me, it rings truer than ever fol-
lowing my weeklong visit to Mets Fantasy 
Camp, a seven-day dream come true that only 
enhanced my love for our National Pastime. 

Was it Heaven? No, it’s Port St. Lucie.

STATS FOR THE WEEK
.412 Batting Average 
.583 On-Base Percentage 
7 Hits 
17 At Bats
9 Runs
5 RBI
1 Double
4 Walks
3 Hit By Pitches

From left, childhood friend Jeff  Ahn and Stone with camp teammates Joel Sunshine and Jonathan Meisel 
outside the clubhouse following a game. 

Examiner Publisher Adam Stone, who batted .412 for the week with a .583 on base percentage including a 
league-leading three hit by pitches, jogging to first base.

Batting against former Cy Young Award runner-up 
Pete Schourek.

““MM““M“““M

“...I was already pondering ways to celebrate my 
company’s 10th anniversary, and what better way 
than living out the ultimate Mets fan fantasy?”

 — EXAMINER PUBLISHER ADAM STONE
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

**COMIC BOOKS WANTED! TOP 
PRICES PAID!** 35 years experience; 
honest and reliable! Call 914-432-7835,  
or e-mail: smileLP@aol.com, or text: 
917-699-2496.

ATTORNEY/ LEGAL
SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO AC-
CIDENT? Let us fight for you! We have 
recovered millions for clients! Call today 
for a FREE consultation! 855-977-9494!

LUNG CANCER? And Age 60+? You 
And Your Family May Be Entitled To Sig-
nificant Cash Award. Call 866-951-9073 
for Information. No Risk. No Money Out 
Of Pocket.

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top 
$$$ To hunt your land. Call for a FREE 
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HEALTH
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. 
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. 
Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!  
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-730-7811

HEALTH & FITNESS
ATTENTION VIAGRA USERS: Ge-
neric 100 mg blue pills or Generic 20 mg 
yellow pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. 
Guaranteed, no prescription necessary.  
Call 877-635-6052.

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

EXPERIENCED DIRECTV & DISH 
NETWORK TECHS NEEDED.  Tools 
and truck required, training available. Ex-
cellent pay! 888-313-8504

HOME SERVICES
Call Empire Today to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & Floor-
ing. Call Today! 1-800-496-3180

LAND FOR SALE
LAND INVESTMENT 20 acres ‐ $39,900
60% below market! Huge pond site, 
stream, woods, twn rd, beautiful bldg sites 
888‐905‐8847 NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

JUST REPOED 10 acres - $19,900 Fields, 
woods, stream! Country setting in upstate 
NY. Call 888-479-3394

LAND WANTED
Sell Your NY Land. We have Buyers! All 
types wanted all size parcels with or with-
out house or camp. Call NY Land Quest
877-257-0617 sellyournyland.com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MAN 
ON FIRE PRODUCTIONS, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on October 
20th, 2017. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
Joel Fendelman, 8 Fox Hill Road Pound 
Ridge, NY 10576. Purpose: Film Pro-
duction.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF FRANK 
MARKETING GROUP LLC. ARTS. Of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 10/10/2017. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served & shall 
mail process to 109 Robins Road, New 
Rochelle, NY 10801: Purpose: Any law-
ful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF THE 
TUMMI GROUP, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with SSNY on 12/11/17. Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to The Tummi Group, LLC, 7 Triumph 
Court, Flanders, NJ 07836. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KRK-
NY, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 
02/05/2016. Office Location: Westchester 
County.  SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to 88 Pi-
etro DR, Yonkers, NY 10710. Purpose: 
any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MAYA-
B, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 

02/05/2016. Office Location: Westchester 
County.  SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to 88 Pi-
etro DR, Yonkers, NY 10710. Purpose: 
any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GOFF 
U, LLC Art. of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
01/04/2018. Off. loc.in Westchester CO. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to 90 Mile Square 
Road, Yonkers, NY 10701 PURPOSE: 
Any lawful business.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF APPLE 
HILL CONSULTING LLC ART. OF 
ORG. Filed with the Secretary of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 11/15/17. Office of West-
chester County. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Dwight McLeod, 60 La-
belle Road, Mount Vernon, NY 10552. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF CHET-
TLE LABS, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on October 17th, 2017.  Of-
fice in Westchester Country.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 91 Grove St, 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of OHR New York 
LLC. Arts of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 11/21/17. Ofc. loc.: 
Westchester Cnty. SSNY design. agt. upon 
whom process may be served & shall mail 
copy of process against LLC to: United 
Corporate Services, Inc 10 Bank St #560, 
White Plains, NY 10606. Purpose: any 
lawful act

Notice of Formation of A&J Property 
Management Services LLC Arts of Org. 
filed with NY Secy of State (SSNY) on 
12/19/17. Office location: Westchester 
County.
SSNY is designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 2 Gedney 
Esplanade, White Plains NY 10605. Pur-
pose: any lawful activity.

Notice of Application of Authority of Di-
versity Marketing and Communications 
LLC, a foreign limited liability company 
(LLC), Application of Authority filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 7/1/2008. LLC organized in 
NJ on 10/12/2006. NY office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: 256 Columbia Turnpike, 
North Tower, Suite 108A, Florham Park, 

NJ 07932. Office address in jurisdiction 
of organization: 256 Columbia Turnpike, 
North Tower, Suite 108A, Florham Park, 
NJ 07932. Copy of Articles of Organiza-
tion on file with Secretary of State of NJ, 
225 West State Street - 2nd Floor Trenton, 
NJ 08625-0307 Purpose of LLC: Any law-
ful purpose.

MEDICAL/ HEALTH/ PERSONAL
Medicare doesn’t cover all of your medi-
cal expenses. A Medicare Supplemental 
Plan can help cover costs that Medicare 
does not. Get a free quote today by calling 
now. Hours: 24/7. 1-800-730-9940

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:  www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-567-0404 
Ext.300N

DISH Network-Satellite Television Ser-
vices. Now Over 190 channels for ONLY 
$49.99/mo! 2-year price guarantee. FREE 
Installation. FREE Streaming. More reli-
able than Cable. Add Internet for $14.95 
a month. 1-800-943-0838

Dealing with water damage requires im-
mediate action. Local professionals that 
respond immediately. Nationwide and 
24/7. No Mold Calls 1-800-760-1845

YOU or a loved one have an addiction? 
Very private and Confidential Inpatient 
care. Call NOW for immediate help! 
1-800-214-6871

Do you have chronic knee or back pain? 
If you have insurance, you may qualify for 
the perfect brace at little to no cost. Get 
yours today! 1-800-510-3338

REAL ESTATE
SINGLE FAMILY FOR SALE IN WHITE 
PLAINS 10605: 3 Bedrooms, 2 baths. 
Close to school. Call after 10:30 am (917) 
542-1168. Building Square Feet 1,632 Lot 
Size 5,000 Property Tax $8100 Finished 
Basement New Renovation

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. 
and foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, 
complete estates. Highest prices paid.  
Call 914-260-8783 for appointment.

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878  

or e-mail classifieds
@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication

ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA 020618



February 6 - February 12, 2018 11www.TheExaminerNews.com

The Examiner is happy to help spread 
the word about your community event. 
Please submit your information at least 
three weeks prior to your event to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. For a full listing 
of the upcoming week's events, visit www.
theexaminernews.com and click on 
Happenings.

Tuesday, Feb. 6
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. This week An 

Update: Immigration, DACA, and 
Refugees. Allen Weintraub is a pro bono 
attorney for the Safe Passage Project 
representing undocumented immigrants, 
and chairperson of the Community 
Connections Committee of a Westchester 
consortium of three churches and three 
synagogues sponsoring a refugee Afghan 
family in White Plains. Allen will provide 
us with an update of the current status 
of these issues. The decisions  currently 
being discussed in Washington will 
directly impact the  lives of millions of 
people. In addition, these  decisions will 
define what  is  the moral  center of the 
United States. Tuesdays@Dorry’s gathers 
conservation partners every Tuesday to 
share a meal and learn from presenters 
invited each week. Food ordering starts at 
5:30 p.m. presentation 6 to 7 p.m. Dorry’s 
Diner, 468Mamaroneck Ave., White 
Plains, 914-682-0005. 

John Jay Homestead Scholars Lecture. 
Hugh B. Price presents his lecture entitled 
“This African American Life.” Price 
traces his descent from soldiers at Valley 
Forge, enslaved people, songwriters and 
inventors and his own dramatic story, from 
boyhood in segregated Washington, D.C. 
to positions as an editorial writer for The 
New York Times, head of production at 
WNET/Thirteen, vice president of the 
Rockefeller Foundation and president 
and CEO of the National Urban League.   
Followed by a book signing. John Jay 
Homestead State Historic Site, 400 Jay 
St. (Route 22), Katonah. Registration and 
refreshments at 6:30 p.m. Lecture at 7 
p.m. $25. Members: $20. Info: 914-232-
8119, e-mail  friends@johnjayhomestead.
org; or visit www.johnjayhomestead.org.

Heart Disease Prevention. White 
Plains Hospital is offering an educational 
lecture on heart disease prevention 
5:45 to 7 p.m. at the Bristal, 90 Business 
Park Drive  in Armonk.  The event, ‘Your 
Beating Heart: Heart Disease Signs, 
Symptoms and Prevention’ is being held in 
partnership with the Stayin’ Alive charity, 
a nonprofit dedicated to raising funds 
for emergency responders in northern 
Westchester. Board-certified cardiologist 
Shalini Bobra, MD, who practices at 
both White Plains Hospital Medical and 
Wellness in Armonk and the Montefiore 
Einstein Center for Heart and Vascular 

Care in the Bronx, will give an interactive 
presentation on trends in heart disease 
and the different symptoms affecting 
men and women.  The latest updates on 
prevention strategies as well as the lesser 
known effects of stress psychosocial 
factors will also be covered. A light dinner 
will be provided.  The lecture is open to 
the public and free of charge. To register, 
visit wphospital.org/hearthealth.

Wednesday, Feb. 7
Noonday Getaway Concert. 

Downtown Music at Grace welcomes 
Tableau Vivant  –  Karen Marie 
Marmer,  baroque violin and  Dongsok 
Shin, fortepiano.  Two principals of the 
celebrated REBEL Ensemble for Baroque 
Music return with a program designed to 
draw out the unique sonorities of their 
period instruments. Music of J.C. Bach 
and Mozart. The performance will be held 
at Grace Episcopal Church, 33 Church 
Street (Main Street at Mamaroneck 
Avenue), White Plains. The concert 
begins at 12:10 p.m. and lasts for 30 
minutes; admission is free. This concert is 
made possible, in part, with the generous 
support of NewYork-Presbyterian 
Hospital.

“Ram Dass: Going Home.” Dass, one 
of the most important spiritual teachers 
of our time, is approaching the end of 
life with fearless joy and honesty. Known 
for his association with Timothy Leary in 
the early 1960s and as the author of the 
seminal “Be Here Now,” Dass continues 
to live richly and deeply, though he was 
disabled by a stroke. In this gorgeous 
and lyrical 32-minute film, he shares 
his personal practice and philosophy, 
centered on peace, love, compassion and 
connection as well as intimate details of his 
daily life. Followed by a conversation with 
Krishna Dass and a reception. Opening 
night of the Meditative Life Series. Jacob 
Burns Film Center, 364 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. Members: $15. 
Non-members: $20. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Thursday, Feb. 8
“For Ahkeem.” This film follows the 

life of Daje Shelton, a 17-year-old black 
girl living in North St. Louis. After being 
expelled from her public school, Shelton 
is given one final chance to graduate by 
attending an alternative program at the 
Innovative Concept Academy. Over the 
course of two years, watch as she attempts 
to adjust to her much stricter new school 
while also balancing a tumultuous 
relationship with her mother and an 
intense first love. Coloring Shelton’s 
maturation into adulthood is the death of 
Michael Brown at the hands of police in 
nearby Ferguson, Mo. and the resulting 
protests. Followed by a Q&A with 

filmmaker Landon Van Soest and ACLU 
Racial Justice Program Director Dennis 
Parker and moderated by Creative Culture 
Fellow Crystal Kayiza. Part of the REMIX: 
The Black Experience in Film, Media 
and Art series. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 7:30 
p.m. Members: $10. Non-members: $15.  
Info and tickets: Visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.

Friday, Feb. 9
Magic Maple Tales: Why Does it Take 

So Long to Turn Sap into Syrup? There will 
be sweet stories and old-timey tunes for all 
with tales of maple-sugaring, riddles and 
skits. There will also be live music with 
food served. For families and children 6 
to 13 years old. Part of a new children’s 
storytelling series by Westmoreland 
Sanctuary Nature Center and Wildlife 
Preserve and the Bedford Hills Free 
Library. Westmoreland Sanctuary, 260 
Chestnut Ridge Rd., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-666-8448 or visit 
www.WestmorelandSanctuary.org.

Girls Night Out. One of the best 
kept secrets in Westchester, the WMC 
Health Network’s Girls Night Out is 
a fun-filled evening that will warm 
your heart. Eat, drink, shop and laugh 
with friends and then settle back for a 
meaningful and moving program led by 
award-winning WCBS-TV anchor Mary 
Calvi. Dedicated to raising awareness 
for women’s heart health, the evening 
features the stories of brave women who 
overcame the odds in their battle against 
heart disease. Cocktails and hors d’oeuvre 
and shopping at specialty boutiques, 
followed by dinner, a raffle and silent 
auction. Proceeds go to WMCHealth’s 
Heart and Vascular Institute. Red attire 
welcome. Westchester Marriott, 670 
White Plains Rd., Tarrytown. 6 p.m. Info 
and registration: 914-493-5368 or e-mail 
Taylor.Armstrong@wmchealth.org.

Hoff-Barthelson Faculty Concert. 
Faculty perform an eclectic mix of works 
for multiple pianos, voice, cello, violin 
and chamber ensembles. The program 
includes Bolcom’s “Garden of Eden, (Four 
Rags for Piano),” Schubert’s “Der Hirt auf 
dem Felsen (Shepherd on the Rock), D. 
965,” Mozart’s “Sonata for Four Hands in 
D major, K. 381; Poulenc’s Cello Sonata, 
PF 143,” Ravel’s “Piano Trio in A minor” 
and Rachmaninov’s rarely heard “Waltz 
and Romance for Six Hands in A Major.” 
Featuring soprano Laura Green; pianists 
Hélène Jeanney, Benita Meshulam, 
Gerald Robbins and Eleonora Rotshteyn; 
violinist Gary Kosloski; and cellist Peter 
Seidenberg. The second of four faculty 
concerts. Hoff-Barthelson Music School’s 
Behrens Bergman Auditorium, 25 School 

Lane, Scarsdale. 7:30 p.m. $20. Seniors 
(65 and up): $15. Students: Free. Info and 
tickets: 914-723-1169, visitwww.hbms.
org. or e-mail hb@hbms.org.

Saturday, Feb. 10
Chinese New Year. Come celebrate the 

Year of the Dog as the Chinese New Year 
returns with family-friendly activities. 
Members of Kwan’s Kung Fu from 
Peekskill will perform a traditional Lion 
Dance, believed in Chinese culture to 
scare away evil spirits and to bring good 
luck.  There will also be a paper-cutting 
workshop led by Lida Zimmerman where 
participants can make and take home little 
paper dogs and traditional Chinese New 
Year’s lanterns. Open to all ages. Pelham 
Art Center, 155 Fifth Ave., Pelham. 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-728-2525 or visit 
www.pelhamartcenter.org.

wild Up. A modern music collective, 
wild Up is an adventurous chamber 
orchestra and a group of Los Angeles-
based musicians committee to creating 
visceral, thought-provoking happenings. 
Their programs are eclectic studies of 
people, places and ideas. The group 
believes that music is a catalyst for shared 
experiences and that the concert venue is a 
place for challenging, exciting and igniting 
the community around us. Purchase 
College’s PepsiCo Theatre, 735 Anderson 
Hill Rd., Purchase. 8 p.m. $27.50, $37.50 
and $47.50. Info and tickets: 914-251-
6200 or visit www.artscenter.org.

Sunday, Feb. 11
Jazz Concert. Music at CUUC presents 

American Jazz and Blues singer Antoinette 
Montague at Community  Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation, 468 Rosedale 
Avenue, White Plains. This Valentine’s 
Day weekend concert embraces the 
power of Jazz history while maintaining 
the excitement of the present. Suggested 
donation $20 for adults; $10 for students 
and seniors; children 13 and under $5. 
Maximum family donation is $45. For 
more information call 914-946-1660 x6 or 
email  concert@cucwp.org. To purchase 
tickets on-line go to cucwp.org  and click 
on the link. Free childcare is available 
with advanced reservations.  

Eyes on Owls. Did you know that 
owls cannot move their eyes but they can 
turn their heads up to 270 degrees?  Get 
to know the resident owls and uncover 
the secrets of these mysterious night 
dwellers. Learn about their eating habits 
by dissecting owl pellets, then complete 
the bone puzzle to discover exactly what 
was on the menu for dinner last night. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $5. 
Non-members: $8. Info: 914-723-3470 or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.
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In today’s society of 
instantaneous social 
media, opinions take 
on the specter of fact, 
facts bear the cloak of 
someone’s alternative 
facts and minutiae 
may grandstand 

as omnipotent 
provocation.

These circumstances are no longer 
limited to politics and ideology. Who 
knows what the future holds for the 
sanctuary of fact-based knowledge.

The Bacchusphere of all-things wine is 
no exception. Studies reporting the benefits 
of moderate wine consumption clash 
with those denouncing wine as a health-
threatening alcohol. Claims of organic 
wine practices are regularly dismissed as 
marketing and advertising deceptions.

This week, with my effort firmly focused 
on fair and balanced reporting, I present 
the latest controversy, however minor, 
amongst wine cognoscenti.

The topic? Champagne. However, 
the focus is upon a seemingly obvious 
component of enjoying Champagne. What 
is the proper shape of the glass to be lifted 
when enjoying Champagne?

As far back as the 17th century, a 
uniquely distinct glass shape became all-

important in military circles as well as 
noble aristocratic courts as a celebratory 
vessel. Here are two quotes to emphasize 
its allure and inherent pleasure-giving 
attributes.

When Napoleon reigned as the emperor 
of France he often quipped, 
“I drink Champagne when 
I win, to celebrate; and I 
drink Champagne when I 
lose, to console myself.”

Madame Jacques 
Bollinger, head of the 
eponymous Champagne 
house after World War 
II, when asked when she indulged in 
Champagne, she famously replied, “I 
only drink champagne when I’m happy, 
and when I’m sad. Sometimes I drink it 
when I’m alone. When I have company, 
I consider it obligatory. I trifle with it if I 
am not hungry and drink it when I am. 
Otherwise I never touch it – unless I’m 
thirsty.”

For many years the vessel of choice was 
a shallow bowl with a broad diameter. 
Legend has it that it was shaped to the 
breast of Marie Antoinette. History tells 
us it was invented hundreds of years 
before the Queen assumed the throne. The 
concept behind the shape? The relatively 
large surface area caused (at the time) 

the unsightly and undesirable foam to 
dissipate quickly. 

When it later became fashionable to 
delight in the foam and in the countless 
bubbles that created an atmosphere of 
celebration, the shape of the glass changed 

– radically. In the late 19th 
century, Russian aristocrats 
commissioned what has 
become today’s Champagne 
flute, a narrow, nearly straight-
walled, tall glass. The rest of 
the world began to adopt this 
shape in the mid to late 20th 
century. This shape still holds 

court today as the shape of choice among 
connoisseurs and cognoscenti.

Why?
The shape allows the bottle carbonation 

to continue in the glass, allowing us the 
visual pleasure of a continuous stream of 
bubbles. The narrow top directs the bubbles 
to the tip of the tongue and the delicate 
aromas to the nose. It is these seemingly 
infinite bubbles that carry the aromas of 
the Champagne. As they rise to the top 
they burst, releasing the aromas just as 
they reach our noses, thus influencing our 
sense of smell. It has been estimated that 
a fine crystal flute will form as many as 10 
million bubbles in a single glass. The logic 
is simple: more bubbles, more aromatics.

Case closed. Until a new generation of 
winemakers and sommeliers came along 
a few decades ago. A small but growing 
number of Champagne lovers have been 
reverting to a tulip-shaped glass and, in 
certain instances, a classic white wine glass 
shape.

Why? The theory is that the true 
aromatics of Champagne require a broader 
surface area than that afforded by the flute. 
With a broader surface in a tall glass, more 
bubbles will burst, thereby driving more 
aromatics to the surface of the glass and to 
our olfactory senses.

I encourage you to experiment on 
your own. Numerous drinking vessels 
are available. Engage in a side-by-side 
comparison. Your self-focus will provide 
the objective answer for your individual 
palate. Which is much better than any 
information or opinions you will encounter 
in social media.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 20 years he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. Nick is a 
member of the Wine Media Guild of wine 
writers. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach  him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

Want to Organize Your Home? Make Lists!

A Swirling Controversy is Bubbling Up in Champagne Circles
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Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.

Many times I’ve been reminded by 
bosses, office managers and consultants 
that the best way to increase business is 
to better manage my time. It is usually 
suggested that I make lists of all my 
responsibilities and long-term and 
immediate goals, organize them, and 
set time frames in which they are to be 
accomplished.

A smile crossed my mind as I thought 
of my wife Margaret, who is constantly 
making lists: what she will cook for that 
holiday party and the groceries needed, 
how she will re-organize her closet, books 
she wants to read, the guest list for a 
fundraiser, and items to purchase on her 
next shopping trip. I tease her about it.

But when I contemplated all the 
chores that needed to be done in a well-
maintained home, especially in the 
months preceding its sale, I went to my 
resident expert and asked her if she could 
organize a list of the tasks at hand, which 
seemed overwhelming to me taken as a 
whole.

This is the checklist she came up with 
almost immediately, proving that list-
making comes easily to her after a lifetime 
of developing the habit. Feel free to adopt 
any of it that would help you organize 
your home, whether you’re staging it for 
sale or seeking to live a well-maintained 
home life, relatively free of defects and 
clutter.
Big Jobs (leave them to the professionals):

Roof – replace.
Plumbing – new faucets, new toilets 

and sinks. 
Electrical – additional 

outlets for computers; 
new light switches.

Tree Care – removal 
of dead trees and limbs, 
spraying of hemlocks.

Exterior Painting.
Gutter and drain 

replacement.
Window replacement 

where needed.
Interior (to do 

ourselves and with 
handyman help):

Remove all wallpaper. 
Spackle and sand. 
Paint walls and 

ceilings.
Floors – sand, stain 

and seal wood floors 
where needed.

Carpets – Clean
Tiles in bathroom – Replace those that 

are cracked, add new grout.
Kitchen:
Install granite countertops.
Professionally clean cabinets.
Replace appliances, preferably with 

brushed steel.
If not replaced, scrub out refrigerator, 

oven, microwave.
Deodorize dishwasher.
Replace old lighting fixture.
Living Room:
Replace draperies with lighter 

treatments.

Remove   some   furniture   to   
open up space.

Dining Room:
Refinish hardwood floors.
Remove sideboard.
Bedrooms:
De-clutter.
Update all bedding.
Clean out and 
organize closets. 
Bathrooms:
Replace sinks.
Replace counters.
Replace toilets.
General:
Replace all chandelier  

    light bulbs.
Replace old lampshades.
Clean all windows.
Outside:
Outline and mulch all gardens.

Plant flowering shrubs for spring.
Use non-toxic treatment where weeds 

normally grow.
Spray Bobbex to keep deer away.
Re-seed bare areas of lawn.
Having listed everything above that 

was on our checklist before we listed our 
home, do you see the critical omission? 
There are no real schedules or timetables 
indicated. With such an extensive list, it 
would be easy to avoid doing anything at 
all if a certain commitment isn’t made to 
scheduling each chore on the calendar.

This can be handled several ways. Let’s 
say that we intend to put the house on 
the market in about six months, with the 

hope of selling it within the next nine 
months. I can re-juggle the list according 
to what is practical to do in each of 
those preparatory six months, starting 
from the logical point of a project. For 
instance, we had a guest room, which had 
developed a ceiling leak before the roof 
was replaced. The plaster has bubbled 
beneath the wallpaper on the side wall, so 
it made sense that I first had to remove 
the wallpaper, next sand and patch the 
plaster, reseal the surface and then paint 
it. So, I gave the project a two-week time 
frame and checked off each step along the 
way as I got to my deadline.

What I ultimately did was to create a 
“most important” to “least important” 
evaluation, going from numbers 1 to 10 
and hitting the low numbers first, but 
with a designated deadline for each.

My foray into lists about household 
chores led me to a number of websites that 
help you do it. One of these is www.lets-
clean-up.com, which offers an app that 
helps remove this burden of listing chores 
because it remembers everything you tell 
it. It presents cleaning as a bonding and 
learning experience for the whole family, 
each of whom takes responsibility for 
certain chores and, together, everything 
is accomplished.

While a publicist and journalist, writing 
as The Home Guru, Bill Primavera is a 
Realtor® associated with William Raveis 
Real Estate. To engage the services of The 
Home Guru to market your home for sale, 
call (914) 522-2076.
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The buzz has been 
spreading among food 
aficionados since its 
opening just over two 
years ago. My visits have 
consistently proven it 
is a stunning addition 
to the area’s restaurant 
scene. The Fratelli 

Bruno, Cosimo and Gerardo, and their 
family have combined their considerable 
talents in opening Le Sirene Ristorante on 
Palmer Ave., in Larchmont.

The Bruno family are veteran 
restaurateurs who also own such venerable 
dining rooms as San Pietro, Caravaggio 
and Sistina in Manhattan. They have 
had ties to their native Southern Italy for 
generations, having farmed olive trees 
and produced wines in and around their 
hometown of Salerno. And they know how 
to cook in the authentic Italian way: “Let 
natural food flavors express themselves,” is 
their culinary philosophy.

Dynamic owner Cosimo Bruno is 
not only general manager and host, but 
also shares kitchen duties with talented 
Executive Chef Alberto Pepe, his nephew, 
who also grew up in Salerno. Hospitable 

Maitre d’ is Gabriele Pepe, also a nephew. 
Let the warmth guide you to your seat and 
let the professional staff give you a tour of 
the menu.

The bar/lounge is to your right as you 
enter. The Brunos know their wines. 
Cosimo Bruno is a Certified Sommelier. 
The ‘pizzaoli’ is at his wood fired pizza oven 
at the end of the bar ready to prepare over 
a dozen of their tasty individually styled 
pies. Had one with wild mushrooms, 
cheese and shaved black truffles that was 
a wonder.

There is a subdued sophistication about 
the place, casual but proper. ‘Le Sirene’ 
is named after the luring mythological 
mermaids of classical Greek literature, 
‘The Sirens’. Colorful modern paintings 
adorn the walls depicting sea themes. 

There are pastel hues throughout, with 
lovely table clothed seating on two levels. 
A private dining room in the rear, near the 
kitchen, is available for special banquets 
and events. Flowers and seasonal artifacts 
add to the adornments. The staff wears 
handsome attire.

As implied in the name of the restaurant, 
the aim here is to lure your palate. Be 
seated and prepare for a delicious culinary 
tour of regional Italy. Chef Pepe’s plates 
are presented with finesse. Tempting 
starters currently include: tender roasted 
baby octopus with leeks and potato puree; 
red and yellow beet salad with red onions, 
fennel and orange with 
balsamic vinegar and 
extra virgin olive oil; 
yellow fin tuna carpaccio 
with baby greens and 
buffalo mozzarella; 
and fresh Burrata with 
strained, roasted squash, 
red wine vinegar and 
fresh basil. During a recent visit, Cosimo 
brought out a fresh platter of sea urchin, 
an evening special. During another, 
I watched as one of the cooks rolled 
and baked their addicting fresh fennel 

breadsticks in the brick oven.
Signature pastas include: chitarrine con 

ragu di vitello e piselli, homemade spaghetti 
with ragu of grounded veal and fresh peas; 
pennette alla carbonara campana, small 
penne with aged pork cheek, parmesan 
cheese, egg yolk, extra virgin and black 
pepper; gnocchetti con melanzane, cipolla 
rossa e provola affumicata, handmade 
small potato gnocchi with eggplant, sweet 
red onions, fresh tomato, smoked provola 
cheese and basil; and ravioli di ricotta 
e mozzarella con salsa al timo, salvia, 
parmiggiano e basilica, ravioli of ricotta 
and mozzarella cheese with thyme, sage, 
basil and parmiggiano. Risotti of the day 
include: Risotto allo zafferano, cappesante 
e gamberetti, with saffron, Peconic Bay 
scallops and shrimp.

Beautifully plated ‘Carne’ 
and ‘Pesce’ specialties include: 
salmone alla griglia con 
crosta di pistachio, salsa 
allo zafferano con endivia e 
scalogni, wild salmon grilled 
and crusted with pistachio, 
served with saffron and fish 
broth, braised endive and 
shallots; galletto arrosto con 
aglio limone e porri, roasted 
Cornish hen with garlic 
and Mayer lemon puree 
and braised leeks; carrello 
d’agnello al forno, baked 

rack of lamb with 
braised fennel 
and sunchoke 
puree; branzino al 
sale con vegetali 
al vapore, wild 
Mediterranean sea 
bass baked under 
a sea salt crust with 

steamed seasonal vegetables; 
and costata di vitello arrosto con pastinaca, 
chiodini e patate novella, roasted veal rack 
served with parsnip puree, roasted potato 
and chiodini mushrooms. ‘Contorni’ 
such as Haricot verts, broccoli di rabe 
and roasted potato are available as a 
supplement. Daily specials augment the 
regular menu.

Special Hint: There is a 3-course Prix 
Fixe Luncheon available daily for $25. 
Happy Hours: 5 to 7 p.m., Tuesday through 
Thursday and Sundays. Bar menu.

A visit to Le Sirene is not complete 
without a taste from the dessert menu 
as prepared by Executive Pastry Chef 
Kathy Bruno, a graduate of the Culinary 
Institute of Italy. Choices may include: 
Key Lime, Apple Napoleon, Spiced Pear, 
Chocolate Souffle, Le Sirene Tiramisu, 
popular Bombolini (ricotta doughnuts), 

and assorted gelato and sorbetti.
Le Sirene Ristorante is located at 1957 

Palmer Ave., Larchmont. The restaurant 
is open for lunch and dinner Tuesday 
through Saturday, noon to 3 p.m. Dinner 
served: Tuesday through Saturday, 4:30 to 
10:30 p.m.; Sundays, 4:30 to 9 p.m. Closed 
Mondays. Bar/lounge. Private dining 
room for up to 30 guests. 3-Course Prix 

Fixe Lunch: $25. Dinner main courses: 
$18 to $38. Wine list. Pizza served to 
10 p.m. Take out. Major credit cards. 
Proper casual dress. Free street parking. 
Reservations suggested. Phone: 914-
834-8300; www.lesireneristorante.
com. 

Ambadi Kebab and Grill, White 
Plains, Hangs New Signage 

The original Ambadi Indian eatery 
on E. Post Road, White Pains, was 
opened about a dozen years ago by 
the Kalathara family of Bengal Tiger 
fame to highlight the street foods and 
simple meals of India. At the same 
time, Simson Kalathara’s Bengal Tiger, 
which had been across the street, was 
renowned for its more sophisticated 
approach to regional Indian cuisine. 

New signage has been put up 
on the façade. It is now under the 
management of Mr. Alam of Mughal 
Palace in Valhalla. The interior is 
undergoing major redesign and 
construction. The front will now be 
all seating in a colorful new setting. 
There will be an updated menu, too, 

noted Alam. They hope to have the new 
restaurant open later this month. Ambadi, 
141 E. Post Road, White Plains. 914-686-
2014; www.ambadiusa.com. 

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing 
consultant and former restaurant trade 
magazine editor. He has been tracking and 
writing about the food and dining scene 
in greater Westchester for 30 years. He 
may be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net.

Le Sirene Serves Italian with Finesse

By Morris Gut

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

New sign at Ambadi Kebab and Grill, White Plains. 

Fresh Sea Urchin with assorted fish and seafood at Le Sirene.

Proprietor Cosimo Bruno of  Le Sirene, Larchmont
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By Albert Coqueran
It certainly has been a challenging 

season for Mount Vernon High School 
Girls Basketball Program. The Lady 
Knights lost their eighth grade prodigy 
Shamoya McKenzie in a senseless tragic 
turn of events. McKenzie, an honor roll 
student, was killed by a stray bullet while 
she was riding in her mother’s car, on Dec. 
31, 2016, in Mt. Vernon.

The late Shamoya McKenzie’s mother, 
Nadine McKenzie was struck by even 
more tragedy when her home was 
destroyed by fire this year on Jan. 14. The 
fire was one-year to the day that funeral 
services were held for her aspiring young 
daughter Shamoya.

“They miss Shamoya a whole lot and 
every day we are reminded, the team works 
and plays for her,” said Lady Knights Head 
Coach Erica Naughton. “It is never easy 
to lose a person and then it is very hard 
to lose your possessions right after that 
tragedy. However, Nadine and her family 
are resilient, they are God-fearing people, 
our girls love them like they are our own 
family,” stated Naughton.

On Friday, Feb. 2, in a touching 
pregame tribute before the White Plains 
High School versus Mt. Vernon High 
School Girls basketball game, the Lady 
Knights retired Shamoya McKenszie’s 

number 30-jersey and hung it from the 
rafters of the legendary Mt. Vernon H.S. 
Gymnasium.

“My squad got to witness a special day at 
Mt Vernon High School with the leaders, 
community,  family, friends and Nadine, 
the mother of former player Shamoya 
McKenzie whose #30-jersey was unveiled 
to be hung with all the great players who 
paved the way in their community. It was 
a good day,” acknowledged White Plains 

Head Girls Basketball Coach Benjamin 
Carter.

The Lady Tigers won the ensuing game 
against Mt. Vernon and improved their 
record to 13-5 overall, 6-2 in Section 
1 AA. Lady Tigers young sophomore 
guard Julia Reggio led the scoring with 
14 points, while also dishing six assists 
to teammates. Lady Tigers Tri-Captain 
senior Madison Povemba netted 11 points 
in the win.

The only two league losses this season 
for the Lady Tigers have come against The 
Ursuline School. The Koalas, who are led 
by legendary Head Coach Beth Wooters, 
have been a historical nemesis for the 
Lady Tigers.

White Plains lost to Ursuline, 61-42, 
back on Jan. 11, in New Rochelle. And 
despite mounting a six-game winning 

streak from that point; they still could 
not solve the Koalas, while losing again 
to them, 59-45, at home, on Wednesday, 
Jan. 31.

Koalas’ freshman Sonia Citron did most 
of the damage against the Lady Tigers 
with 21 points, 10 rebounds and seven 
assists. Jane McCauley had 11 points and 
Alexa Quirolo had 10 points. Quirolo is 
the daughter of former Iona Prep Head 
Basketball Coach Vic Quirolo, who was 
inducted into the CHSAA Hall of Fame 
in 2016.

The Lady Tigers were led by Povemba 
with 13 points and senior Tri-Captain 
Sabrina Standard, who scored 10 points in 
the loss to the Koalas. 

Carter is quite aware that The Ursuline 
School is the team to beat. The first-year 
Lady Tigers Head Coach is also aware 

of the historical rivalry between the two 
teams and the more than difficult task 
ahead to get over the hump and conquer 
the Koalas.

“It is definitely tough (to get over that 
hump). We prepared for them but we 
knew what was coming and Ursuline 
would be on point,” commented Carter. 
“They have been in the mix year after 
year and we are trying to get there; they 
know what it takes and we are still trying 
to figure it out,” said The Lady Tigers Head 
Coach.

Ursuline (14-4) sits on top of Section 
1 Conference 1B with an undefeated, 7-0 
record. The Lady Tigers are right behind 
the Koalas at 5-2, in Conference 1B. Both 
teams have two league games remaining 
this season. 

Wouldn’t you like to be a spectator 
at a White Plains versus Ursuline, 2018 
Section 1 AA Final?

On Wednesday, Jan. 31, The Harry Jefferson Gym was packed as the Lady Tigers challenged The Ursuline School for the second time this season. Tigers fans 
departed disappointed as Ursuline beat White Plains, 59-45, to give the Lady Tigers their second league loss this season. 

EX AMINER SPORTS
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Lady Tigers Witness Touching Tribute at Mt. Vernon 
But Cannot Solve Ursuline Koalas

It has been an extremely somber season for 
Mt. Vernon Head Girls Basketball Coach Erica 
Naughton and her Lady Knights. They are 
competing while suffering through the loss of  
their eighth-grade prodigy Shamoya McKenzie, 
who was killed by a stray bullet on New Year’s 
Eve 2016, in Mt. Vernon. The Lady Knights 
retired McKenzie’s number 30-jersey on Feb. 2. 

Lady Tigers Sabrina Standard (left) and Koalas 
Sonia Citron tip-off  at the White Plains High 
School versus The Ursuline School rivalry game, 
on Wednesday, Jan. 31, at WPHS. 

Lady Tigers senior Tri-Captain Madison Povemba 
passes over the head of  Ursuline’s guard 
Julianna Peduzi. Povemba scored 13 points in 
the game but it was not enough, as the Koalas 
beat the Lady Tigers 59-45. 

Two of  the reasons for the Lady Tigers (13-5, 
6-2 AA) success this season are the offensive 
and defensive proficiency of  senior guard Valarie 
Echeandia Rojas (center) and the strong inside 
play of  senior Tri-Captain (left) Abby Leone. 
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By Albert Coqueran
On Jan. 5, Stepinac High School 

and Iona Prep drew 3,219 fans to the 
Westchester County Center, on a frigid 
snowy night, to witness a thrilling double-
overtime victory by the Crusaders Varsity 
Basketball Team.

On Saturday, Feb. 3, less than a month 
later, the two rival NYCHSAA AA 
basketball teams exhibited their talents 
once again in front of a sold-out crowd. 
However, the venue for the rematch was 
the Hynes Center on the campus of Iona 
College, in New Rochelle, the hometown 
of Iona Prep.

Iona Prep did not disappoint the 
majority of the 2,400 fans that crowded 
into the Hynes Center, as the Gaels won 
the rematch against their staunch rivals, 
the Crusaders, 75-67.

Three senior forwards led the way for 
the Gaels, with Bryce Willis scoring 25 
points, Souleymane Koureissa, 21 points 
with six rebounds, and Josh Alexander 
just missing a double-double with 12 
points and nine rebounds. 

Senior guard Alan Griffin paced the 
Crusaders, also nearly logging a double-
double, with 24 points and nine rebounds. 
Sophomore guard R.J. Davis produced 
another stellar performance with 13 
points, seven assists and six rebounds and 
junior guard Eduard Minaya added 11 

points in the loss for the Crusaders.
Iona Prep remains in first place in the 

NYCHSAA AA with a 17-4 overall, 12-2 
NY AA record. Cardinal Hayes High 
School is in second place thus far this 
season posting  a 15-6 overall, 11-3 AA 
mark, with the Crusaders close on their 
heels in third place with a 15-5 overall and 
10-4 AA record.

All three teams have three League 
games remaining in the regular season 
with Stepinac hosting “Senior Night” 
against All Hallows High School, on 
Tuesday, Feb. 13, at 6 p.m.
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Police Blotter
Greenburgh Police Department

Automobile Accident. On December 8 
at about midnight, officers responded to 
a motor vehicle accident in the vicinity 
of Rockledge Avenue in Hartsdale. A 
resident of the neighborhood told police 
he heard a vehicle speed up the street then 
a loud crash. The witness then exited his 
apartment to see two men standing in the 
street where the accident occurred. When 
they were approached the men fled, but 
were apprehended down the street from 
the accident scene. One was combative, 
uncooperative and heavily intoxicated 
and was placed into handcuffs for officer 
safety and detained. A canvass and an 
additional investigation were conducted to 
attempt to locate the driver of the vehicle 
that struck two parked cars. The detainee 
continued to be highly uncooperative and 
hostile and later admitted to a paramedic 
on scene to having more than 10 drinks 
in a few hours. This party was later 
transported to White Plains Hospital 
complaining of minor injuries from the 
accident. 

Suspicious Incident. On December 8 at 
about 3:30 a.m. a resident on Old Kensico 
Road reported to police that through his 
window on the second floor, he observed 
a male going through his vehicle located 
on the driveway and two other males 

with hoodies standing by as lookouts. 
When the witness went to seek a phone 
to dial 911, the three males were gone. 
Responding units located three males just 
north on Old Kensico and Old Tarrytown 
Rd. wearing hoodies. Two were carrying 
book bags. All suspects reported that the 
reason they were in the area was because 
they were looking for a back street to get 
to Burger King in Elmsford. The two males 
with book bags only had personal items in 
their possession. There was no camera on 
the premises where the incident occurred 
and the witness did not report anything 
missing. He was also unable to identify the 
suspects as those he saw on his property. 
All suspects were released on scene and 
given directions back to Tarrytown Rd. 
Police canvassed surrounding vehicles 
and found all to be apparently normal.

Stolen Automobile. On the afternoon 
of December 8, a White Plains resident 
informed the Greenburgh Police 
Department that his car was stolen. The 
alleged victim said that a week earlier he 
had lent the car to a friend but needed it 
back within two days. He had not heard 
from that friend since. An inquiry found 
that a vehicle with the same New York 
plate number had been reported stolen out 
of New Rochelle on September 14, 2014 
and that the plates had also come back as 

stolen. Greenburgh Police contacted the 
New Rochelle Police Department. It was 
discovered that the vehicle identification 
number matched two stolen plates. The 
investigation is ongoing.

Identity Theft. On December 8 a 
Greenburgh resident walked into police 
headquarters to report that a month 
earlier on November 5 his Visa credit card 
was charged 15 times totaling $1800 at 
several different McDonalds locations in 
the Albany area. The victim said he had 
not made any of those charges and that he 
had no idea who did. The victim wished 
to make this report for documentation 
purposes and further told police that he 
had cancelled his credit card.

Grand Larceny. On December 8, 
a Mr. Frank told police that two days 
earlier, Saturday, Dec. 6 at about 10 p.m. 
he had parked his car at the Greenburgh 
Multiplex Theater in a parking spot on 
the northern side of the building. When 
he returned, he noticed his briefcase 
missing from the interior. The victim also 
reported that he left his car unlocked. 
The briefcase was located in between the 
driver and passenger seats and contained 
a Mac Laptop, prescription medication 
(Oxycontin) and various miscellaneous 
papers. There are no suspects at this time. 

The victim requested a police report on 
this incident. Police responded to the 
Greenburgh Multiplex Theater to attempt 
to obtain surveillance footage of the 
incident.

Driving Without License. At about 
2:45 a.m. on December 9, police observed 
a car traveling at high speed on Hartsdale 
Road, White Plains. After pulling the car 
over, an officer approached the vehicle 
and observed that the driver was the sole 
occupant of the vehicle. He produced 
an authentic NYS non-driver ID Card, 
identified himself and apologized for 
traveling at a high rate of speed, indicating 
that he was not used to driving his 
girlfriend’s car. An NCIC and E-Justice 
inquiry of the license revealed that the 
driver had a revoked license with a total of 
two open scoffs on two separate dates. The 
driver was issued a ticket for disobeying 
a traffic control device and a ticket for 
aggravated unlicensed operation in the 
3rd degree. He was released on the scene.
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Crusaders Lose, 75-67, in Popular Rematch with Gaels

Despite 29 points and nine rebounds from Crusaders senior guard Alan Griffin (right); Stepinac was 
outpaced by Iona Prep in their rematch, 75-67, in New Rochelle, on Saturday. The NYCHSAA AA rival 
basketball rematch attracted a sold-out crowd of  2,400 fans to watch the game at the Hynes Center 
on the campus of  Iona College.

PHOTO COURTESY OF STEPINAC ATHLETICS DEPT.
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Sweet
WINNINGIS

Treat your date
to a night of
DINNER,
DANCING &
WINNING 
this Valentine’s Day.
For reservations call For reservations call 
914.457.2457

 
The first 5,000 guests to
visit a Promotions Booth on visit a Promotions Booth on 
Valentine’s Day will receive 
one free pair of cubic 
zirconium earrings.

Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.


