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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 

twitter.com/@ExaminerMedia

Healthy Summer 
Activities 

for Kids 

 Woman’s Club 
Concludes Its 

100th Year

Page 10

continued on page 2

Candidates Run Across Party Lines, 
Primaries

Page 7

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTO

continued on page 4 continued on page 4

NY Liberty Center Tina Charles shines on the basketball 
court and with a giving heart, donates her WNBA 
salary to charity. She was selected to her fifth WNBA All 
Star Team, in only her seventh season in the league. 
Charles was also voted a Starter for the Eastern 
Conference for the third time in her career.  For the 
full story see page 15.

Mahopac RailRoad Tie
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Composite Decking • Vinyl Railings
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911 Rt 6 • Mahopac NY 10541 • www.decklumber.com • 845-628-8111 • Mon-Fri 7:30 -4:30 • Sat 8:00 -1:00

By Martin Wilbur
Westchester Community College 

(WCC) students and their families can 
look forward to no tuition increase for 
the upcoming academic year, the fifth 
consecutive year the college and the 
county will keep the cost steady.

County Executive Rob Astorino and 
WCC President Dr. Belinda Miles made 
the announcement Monday morning in 
a joint news conference, renewing their 
commitment to maintain the two-year 
school in Valhalla as an affordable higher 
education option.

“It’s a gateway for many families to 
send their kids to school for the first time, 
and it’s a great college and one whose 
credits transfer to almost any school 
in the country, and so it’s a real good 
savings plan for a lot of families to get 

those credits, and then at some point, if 
they choose to go to a four-year school, 
to transfer there,” said Astorino, who sent 
the county’s portion of the WCC budget 
to the Board of Legislators to review last 
Friday.

Under the plan, the county is scheduled 
to contribute $29.9 million toward 
WCC’s $122 million budget for 2017-
18, up $67,000 over last year. Last year 
the county increased its commitment by 
about $500,000 from the previous year.

Full-time students who are New York 
State residents will continue to pay $4,200 
for the year, Miles said. About 90 percent 
of the college’s nearly 13,000 enrolled 
students are Westchester residents with 
most of the remaining student body 
coming from the Bronx or neighboring 

By Anna Young
Westchester County legislators plan to 

vote on a revised Immigrant Protection 
Act on Aug. 7, a bill that is intended 
to restrain the county from using its 
resources for immigration enforcement.

The decision to move the vote to early 
next month came just hours before the 
Board of Legislators had tentatively 
scheduled a vote at its meeting Monday 
night.

However, during the board’s 
Legislation Committee meeting 
Monday afternoon, legislators came to 
a consensus that language needed to be 
tightened before it could go to the full 
body. Also, advocates for the immigrant 
community had inadvertently scheduled 

By Pat Casey
With a White Plains Democratic 

primary on the calendar for September 
12, Democratic candidates for Mayor 
and Common Council are seeking 
nominations and endorsements of other 
parties to solidify their chances of making 
a win come the election in November.

In the White Plains mayoral race, 
there has been an ongoing battle of 
words over who is the most progressive 
candidate. White Plains Mayor Tom 
Roach’s Campaign Manager Barry Caro 
called on Councilwoman Milagros 
Lecuona, Monday, to withdraw from 
the Democratic Primary after she 
accepted the mayoral nominations of the 
Republican and Conservative Parties.

“After circulating Republican and 
Conservative Party petitions featuring 

herself and running mates Alan 
Goldman, Cass Cibelli and Andrew 
Custodio, Lecuona filed acceptance 
letters with the Board of Elections late 
last week,” a statement circulated by Caro 
said.

While forcing a Democratic primary, 
both Lecuona and Goldman also signed 
letters accepting nominations from the 
Republican and Conservative parties, 
consenting to be candidates at those 
party primaries also on September 12.

“In this of all years, no true progressive 
would choose to run as the candidate of 
the Republican and Conservative Parties, 
as Milagros Lecuona has done,”  said 
Caro. “Milagros’ decision makes clear 
that her campaign has never truly been 
about our progressive values - which she 
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County Legislators Advance Proposed Immigrant Protection Act
continued from page 1

County lawmakers and commissioners from 
several Westchester agencies met last week 
to revise the proposed Immigrant Protection 
Act. A vote on the measure by the full Board of  
Legislators has been pushed to Aug. 7.

a meeting Monday afternoon with County 
Executive Rob Astorino and his staff at 
the same time the Legislation Committee 
convened.

“This is a piece of legislation that has 
been worked on by a lot of different people 
and a lot of different stakeholders and this 
is something that has a lot of clarity as to 
how we behave as a county,” said Majority 
Leader Catherine Borgia (D-Ossining), 
who introduced the bill earlier this year.

Minority Leader Jim Maisano (R-New 
Rochelle) urged his colleagues to examine 
the anticipated revisions from County 
Attorney Robert Meehan and be ready 
to make comments in preparation for an 
Aug. 7 vote.

“This is roll-up-your-sleeves time,” 
Maisano said. “We have a couple of weeks 
to roll up our sleeves. Every legislator 
should review the law, make suggestions, 
let us know what you think. This is the 
time to finish our work because there will 
be no further delays.”

There has been a major push from 
advocates for the Westchester immigrant 
community following President Donald 
Trump’s controversial executive order 
restricting travel by refugees and 
immigrants from seven Muslim majority 
countries. Many immigrants have become 
distrustful of law enforcement authorities 
regardless of status, Borgia said.

In February, the Board of Legislators’   

Democratic Caucus and Legislator 
Virginia Perez (D-Yonkers) sponsored the 
Immigrant Protection Act, a measure that 
prevents the county from using any of its 
resources to assist in federal investigations 
based on race, gender, religion, ethnicity 
or national origin. 

Last week Deputy County Executive 
Kevin Plunkett and commissioners 
from the departments of social services, 
corrections, public safety and probation 
joined legislators to work on the bill. 
Plunkett said he wanted the bill to be 
crafted with bipartisan support.

“We want to ensure the constitutional 
rights of every resident in Westchester are 
protected,” said Commissioner of Public 
Safety George Longworth. “We also want 
to strike a balance to avoid discouraging 
undocumented immigrants from 
reporting crimes or otherwise seeking the 
assistance of the police.”

Longworth raised concerns regarding 
regulated interagency cooperation 
and the collection of information that 
accompanies standard booking processes 
and ongoing investigations. 

“There are unintended consequences in 
prohibiting certain forms of information 
from being communicated between law 
enforcement agencies,” Lt. Jeffrey Weiss 
added. 

Deputy Commissioner of Corrections 
Justin Pruyne agreed, stating the 
importance of collaborating with outside 
agencies, including Homeland Security, 
the Joint Terrorist Task Force, the Secret 
Service and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, following the Sept. 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks.

Rocco Pozzi, commissioner of 
probation, voiced similar concerns with 
the previous wording of the bill, which 
could prohibit the sharing of information 
with a federal agency that makes an 
inquiry about someone who commits a 
dangerous crime.  

“Our only concern is that we want to 

continue to work with those agencies that 
come in making inquires about people 
who are dangerous, not only dangerous 
in our communities, but people who are 
a danger to their families,” Pozzi said. “I 
would hope that we would continue to 
cooperate and try to make our community 
safer by being able to get that element of 
individuals that we’re supervising back 
perhaps to where they belong, where 
they cannot harm their families or 
communities anymore.”

Legislator Ben Boykin (D-White Plains) 
added that the bill does not prohibit the 
county from complying with federal 
orders.

If passed, the act would protect 
confidential information shared with 
county departments and would prohibit 
officers from honoring Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) requests that 
lack probable cause. It would also ensure 
that services provided by the county will 
be available to all who are eligible, despite 
immigration status. 

“The drafting of this bill has included 
countless hours of hard work from many 
dedicated immigration advocates and 
activists,” Borgia said. “I look forward to 
our continued work together to get the 
Immigrant Protection Act over the finish 
line.”

Martin Wilbur contributed to this article.
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County Legislator Kenneth Jenkins, seated left, and state Sen. George Latimer in Sunday’s Democratic 
forum in Croton-on-Hudson. MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
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WCAI Panel Seeks to Dispel Misconceptions About Islam
By Silas White

With anti-Muslim hostility rising 
nationally, a group of approximately 100 
people gathered on Sunday at the Ethical 
Culture Society in White Plains to discuss 
ways to combat and prevent Islamophobia 
and the hate crimes that come along with 
it.

The event, organized by the Westchester 
Coalition Against Islamophobia (WCAI), 
featured two speakers: Mahjabeen Hassan, 
MD, chairperson of the American Muslim 
Women’s Association (AMWA); and 
Khusro Elley treasurer of the Westchester 
Coalition against Islamophobia and 
trustee of the Upper Westchester Muslim 
Society. 

Both speakers used personal anecdotes 
to educate and inform the public, and 
dispel myths about Islam.

Hassan spoke about women and Islam, 
and her own relation to Islam as a Muslim 
woman. 

“What goes through your mind when 
you see a Muslim woman who has 
decided to cover her head with a scarf, 
which is called a hijab?” Hassan asked 
the audience. “I will try to bring my own 
stories in here so if you see a Muslim 
woman covering her hair you realize she 
is not uneducated, she is not suppressed, 
she has a mind of her own, and she can 
talk to you in an intelligent way.”

During Elley’s speech, he addressed 

media portrayal of Islam as a political 
institution rather than a religion.

“Islam is an extension of Christianity, as 
Christianity is an extension of Judaism,” 
he said. Elley said by portraying Islam 
as foreign and radical when it is not, “we 
are setting ourselves up for a clash of 
civilizations.” 

After each speaker’s presentation, 

the session turned into a Q&A where 
members of the audience asked Hassan 
and Elley questions about their faith. 

Elley dismissed myths about Jihad and 
Sharia Law, stating that linguistically Jihad 
simply means, “struggle” and that it is not 
a violent concept or a declaration of war 
against other religions 

Elley also responded to an audience 
question about Sharia Law. “Sharia Law 
is about…how Muslims should govern 
themselves,” he said. “Nobody is trying 
to pass Sharia Law in the United States. 
Why are people in the United States so 
concerned? Who’s asking for (Sharia Law) 
in the U.S.? Certainly not Muslims.”

According to Hassan, meetings like 
the event held in White Plains are 
especially important in communities like 
Westchester.

“We (Muslims) can only reach those 
that are already open minded,” she said. 
“But those individuals can reach the close 
minded.”

WCAI describes itself as a grassroots 
organization of concerned individuals, 
of all faiths, committed to opposing 
bigotry and discrimination. According 
to President of the WCAI, Charles S. 
Chesnavage, the WCAI coalesced in 2012 
when anti-Muslim ads posted by Pamela 
Geller of the American Freedom Defense 
Initiative appeared on Metro North  
train platforms.

According to the WCAI, Islamophobia 
has appeared in a variety of forms from 
stereotyping to discrimination in daily 
life and harassment in schools, as well 
as efforts to prevent the establishment of 
mosques. “History has taught us that none 
of us is safe when any of us are threatened,” 
it says on a WCAI information sheet.

The meeting was open to the public, 
and well attended by local officials 
such as Carlos Alonzo representing 
Assemblywoman Shelly Mayer, a 
representative of the Greenburgh Human 
Rights Association, and representatives 
from various other religious or human 
rights groups in the surrounding area. 

WCAI members meet the third 
Thursday evening of each month at 
7:30 p.m. at the Ethical Culture Society  
of Westchester, and meetings are open to 
the public. 

Khusro Elley, Treasurer of  the Westchester 
Coalition against Islamophobia and trustee of  the 
Upper Westchester Muslim Society. Advertise in 
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WCC to Hold Tuition Steady for Fifth Consecutive Year Candidates Run Across Party Lines, Primaries
continued from page 1 continued from page 1

Westchester Community College President Dr. Belinda Miles and 
County Executive Rob Astorino announce that there will be no 
tuition increase at the college for 2017-18. 

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO

counties. A small percentage 
take online courses.

Miles said over the past 
several years WCC has gone 
from among the top five 
most expensive of the 30 
community colleges in the 
state university system to 
now being ranked 24th. 

She said her administration 
and the county has worked 
very hard to examine the 
college’s expenses to keep 
tuition in check, an issue that 
has gained national attention. 
WCC has also undertaken 
analyses of its facilities and to 
make sure the school builds 
in efficiencies so there are as 
few unnecessary expenditures 
as possible.

“So we’re really pleased 
that we’ve been able to look internally to 
realize how we can reallocate resources 
and look for increased efficiencies within 
our operations while we’re supporting 
students and increasing pathways either 
on to the workforce directly for those 
who get the associate of applied studies 
or move onto the transfer to (four-year) 
institutions and arriving by taking their 
credits with them,” Miles said.

College tuition costs have been at the 
forefront of a national debate, which is 
also taking place in Westchester. Miles 
said it’s critical for WCC to do its part 
in helping to prevent students from 
plunging deep into debt, especially as 

more of its students come from families 
with food insecurity. The college has also 
opened a pantry to help students from 
needy families, she said. 

Astorino said the Board of Legislators 
could vote to approve the county’s 
portion of funding at the Aug. 1 meeting. 
He said he expects broad support from 
lawmakers.

The county executive mentioned that 
the county and WCC has done its part 
through belt-tightening and longer-
range planning that looks ahead five to 
seven years. Most of all, it helps the next 
generation entering the workforce.

“It’s a great way to not pile on debt and 
get a great education,” Astorino said.

has now undermined - but is just about 
her own political ambitions.  She  must 
end the absolute farce of trying to run as 
both a Republican and a Democrat and 
withdraw from the Democratic primary 
immediately.”

Monday, July 17 was the deadline to 
decline a party nomination.

There was no call for candidate for 
White Plains Common Council Alan 
Goldman to deny his Republican 
nomination. Goldman had publicly 
acknowledged that he recently changed 
party affiliation from Republican to 
Democrat so he would have a better 
chance at a win in November. 

Andrew Custodio, Republican, 
announced his candidacy for the White 
Plains Council in May and Cass Cibelli, 
Republican, had announced his intention 
to run for mayor.

In response to Caro’s demand, Lecuona 
denounced the Roach campaign for 
its public call for her to withdraw her 

candidacy for the Democratic Primary. 
Lecuona stated: “Tom Roach’s 

campaign’s hypocritical call for my 
withdrawal from the Democratic Primary 
is just one more example of his rigid, 
unchanging ideals. In 2009, when he ran 
for Common Council he took the GOP 
and the Conservative Party Nominations. 
Now that all parties in White Plains 
are calling for change, my opponent’s 
opinions have changed. The people of 
White Plains are tired of Tom Roach’s 
obstinate views, and are coming from all 
political parties to demand more. I am 
honored to be supported by residents 
across party lines, and I will continue to 
work with them to see real progress in the 
City of White Plains.”

In an interview with The White Plains 
Examiner, Lecuona said that her slate 
continues to include Alan Goldman, 
Michael Kraver and Saad Siddiqui, all 
looking for seats on the Common Council 
and all forcing a Democratic primary.

White Plains Hospital and Scarsdale 
Medical Group Join Forces

In a major move for local medical patients, White Plains Hospital and Scarsdale Medical Group 
became partners last week. More than 50 physicians, 200 staff, and 200,000 patients are now 
part of  the White Plains Hospital family of  advanced care, providing seamless access to WPH’s 
growing network of  services. Scarsdale Medical Group is well known in the region for outstanding 
medical care. Through the partnership, patients can also receive advanced care at White Plains 
Hospital. Operations, scheduling, billing, laboratory testing, and electronic medical records will all 
be integrated. Pictured (l-r) Susan Fox, President & CEO, White Plains Hospital and Dr. Kenneth 
Croen, Managing Partner, Scarsdale Medical Group, finalize the partnership between their two 
organizations.

For thousands of children in New 
York, a routine school bus trip could turn 
into a life or death struggle when severe 
allergies or a bee sting trigger anaphylaxis 
shock. Legislation sponsored by State 
Assemblyman David Buchwald (D-White 
Plains), will allow school bus company 
employees, and employees of other school 
contractors to administer a life-saving 
dose of epinephrine, using an EpiPen or 
similar epinephrine auto injector that 
many of these children carry with them. 

“We previously passed legislation 
authorizing school officials to administer 
epinephrine auto injectors but most 
school bus drivers work for independent 
companies, not the school district,” 
explained Assemblyman Buchwald. 
“This legislation will authorize employees 
of firms providing services to school 
districts to deliver this vitally important 
protection to our youngsters who have 
severe allergies.”

“It's great news that the State Assembly 
has passed the bill and we thank 
Assemblyman Buchwald for his leadership 
on this issue,” said Jon Terry, founder of 
the Allergy Advocates Association. “The 

bill covers a big loophole in student school 
bus transportation that we were greatly 
concerned about. We are hopeful the 
bill will be signed into law so that school 
bus drivers, who work for independent 
companies, will be able to administer 
EpiPens when children in their care suffer 
life-threatening allergic reactions.”

The State Assembly voted nearly 
unanimously in favor of the legislation 
and the bill now goes to the State Senate, 
where it is sponsored by State Senator 
Terrance Murphy.

Bill to Allow School Bus Drivers to Administer 
Epinephrine Moves to State Senate
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Man Arraigned in Hit and Run Death of Tow 
Truck Driver on I-95, Harrison

Anthony Mangano (DOB 6/7/68) of 
Ozone Park, was arraigned in Westchester 
County Court and charged with one 
count of Leaving the Scene of a Personal 

Injury Incident Resulting in Death, a class 
“D” Felony under the Vehicle and Traffic 
Law in the death of 32 year old Salvatore 
Brescia of Stamford, Connecticut. 

On Thursday, December 29, 2016, the 
defendant was driving a box truck for his 
employer, an auto parts company on Long 
Island. He was traveling north on I-95 
and had just passed the New Rochelle Toll 
Plaza when at approximately 6:50 a.m., 
in the Town of Harrison, the defendant 
struck and killed the victim who was 
standing in the right lane next to his tow 
truck. The victim was assisting a driver 
that had broken down on the side of the 
highway.

The defendant did not stop but instead 
continued driving. He exited I-95 north 
and circled back to view the scene. At this 
juncture, state police and an ambulance 
crew had responded. The defendant 
again passed through the New Rochelle 
Toll Plaza and went past the scene, going 
northbound heading to his supply run 
stop in Connecticut. At no time, did he 
stop to report his involvement or provide 
information to police.

The victim died of his injuries, which 
consisted of blunt impact injury to his 

head, neck torso and extremities. He was 
struck by the right side-view mirror of the 
truck driven by the defendant. The force 
of the impact broke the mirror off the 
defendant’s vehicle.

An intensive investigation by the New 
York State Police consisted of collecting 
fragments of the plastic from the broken 
mirror at the scene. This in turn led them 
to the company in Ontario Canada that 
manufactured the plastic mirror and local 
distributors of the mirror and eventually 
to the defendant’s employer.

State Police Investigators were then able 
to identify the defendant as the driver that 
left the scene on I-95 on the day of the 
incident.

EZ Pass and cellphone records were 
also instrumental in this investigation.

The defendant pled not guilty. Bail was 
set at $10,000 cash or bond. His next court 
date is August 1, 2017.

The defendant faces two and one-third 
to seven years in state prison.

White Plains Ambush Murder Defendants 
Sentenced

Aaron George (DOB 2/8/95) of Main 
Street, White Plains, was sentenced by 
Judge Barry Warhit to 17 years to life in 
state prison after pleading guilty to: one 
count of Murder in the Second Degree, 
a class “A” Felony, one count of Criminal 
Possession of a Weapon in the Second 
Degree, a class “C” Felony. 

Michael Djukic (DOB 8/25/95) of 
2 Lake Street, White Plains, was also 
sentenced by before Judge Barry Warhit 
to a maximum of nine years in state 
prison after pleading guilty to: one count 
of Attempted Criminal Facilitation in the 
Second Degree, a class “D” Felony and 
one count of Hindering Prosecution in 
the Second Degree, a class “E” Felony.

Both defendants were involved in the 
shooting death of Dominique Hospie.  

On Sunday, April 17, 2016, at 
approximately 11:24 a.m. in the area 
of 91 North Kensico Avenue in White 
Plains, the defendant Aaron George, was 
in a Chrysler Pacifica driven by Michael 
Djukic. Djukic drove George to the above 
mentioned location after driving around 

for a period of time searching for the 
victim.

Once there, Djukic waited in the 
vehicle as George exited the vehicle 
and approached the victim who was on 
Kensico Avenue. He then fired a handgun 
multiple times, striking the victim.

George then ran back to and re-entered 
the vehicle where Djukic was waiting in 
the driver’s seat and immediately drove 
off.   

The victim was taken to Westchester 
Medical Center suffering gunshot wounds 
to the hand and back. He later died in 
surgery.

After sentencing, both defendants were 
remanded into the custody of the New 
York State Department of Corrections.

Anthony Mangano 

Aaron George Michael Djukic
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Obituaries

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the editor.  
Please limit comments to 250 words. We 
will do our best to print all letters, but are 
limited by space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be withheld 
from publication on the discretion of 

the editor. Please refrain  from personal 
attacks.  Email letters to  

pcasey@theexaminernews.com.  
The White Plains Examiner requires 

that all letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information. 

Letters Policy

Town of Greenburgh Seeks 
Residents for Steering Committee

Name the New Hudson River Bridge 
Walkway/Bikeway After Pete Seeger

White Plains Board of Education Seeks 
Applicants for Finance Committee

Joan Harnedy
Joan Catherine Holland Harnedy died 

peacefully surrounded by her family on 
July 10. 

She graduated from The Academy of the 
Holy Angels in Fort Lee, New Jersey, and 
went on to The College of New Rochelle, 
where she received a B.A. in Psychology 
and was inducted into the National Honor 
Society. 

Joan was employed by American 
Universities on Madison Avenue and later 
worked at IBM in the Human Resources 
Department until she left the workforce to 
raise her children. 

On December 29, 1962 she married 
Edmund Richard Harnedy. They shared a 
true love story for 39 years together, before 
his passing. Joan embodied generosity 
and an understated grace and elegance.

Her children and grandchildren were 
the focal point of her life. She stimulated 
their intellectual curiosity right from the 
start. Joan instilled in them the values of 
faith, family and celebrating achievements, 
no matter how large or small. 

Joan enjoyed spending time gardening, 

birding, swimming and reading. 
Predeceased by her husband and 

brothers, Robert, John, and sister Elaine. 
She is survived by her children Richard 
(Lynn), Julia (Raymond), grandsons 
Eddie, James, Liam, her sister Marion 
Robey, sister in law Kiki Holland and 
numerous nieces and nephews.

Salvatore Pappalardo
Salvatore “Sal” Pappalardo, 92, passed 

into eternal rest on July 10, surrounded by 
family. 

He was born on December 15, 1924 in 
New York City to Mary (Toscano) and 
Leonard Pappalardo. 

He grew up in the Bronx and lived most 
of his adult life in White Plains. 

Sal graduated from Iona College with a 
B.S. in chemistry and worked most of his 
career for Bristol Myers. He was a veteran 
of World War II serving in the ETO. He 
was active in the community having served 
for several years as president of the local 
chapter of the Lions Club International. 
He was also an avid gardener.

He was predeceased by Peggy, his wife of 
63 years. Sal and Peggy enjoyed traveling 

the world and visited five continents. Sal 
loved spending time with his family and 
was extremely proud of all of his children 
and grandchildren. 

He is survived by his children, Richard 
and wife Karen, formerly of Elmsford, 
now Landenberg, Penn., Monica Rusko 
and husband Richie, Hopewell Junction, 
Denise and husband Jack Kessler, 
Southborough, Mass, and Gerard and 
wife Jacqueline, Ossining. 

He was the proud grandfather of 11 
grandchildren and three great grandsons. 

Also surviving are his brother Leonard 
and wife Gloria, sister-in-law Eileen, 
and many nieces, nephews, cousins, and 
friends. 

The family is especially grateful to those 
who cared for Sal during the last few years 
including Sandra, Val’rie, Maureen, and 
Doreen, but especially Marlene. 

Visiting is scheduled for 2 to 4 p.m. and 
6 to 8 p.m. on July 24 at Ballard-Durand 
Funeral Home, 72 E. Main St. Elmsford. 

Mass of Christian Burial will be held 
at 10 a.m. on July 25, at Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel Church, Elmsford, followed by 
burial at Gate of Heaven Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 

may be made to Alzheimer's Association 
at 225 N. Michigan Ave., FL17, Chicago, 
IL 60601 or alz.org.

Anne Scott
Anne Scott, formerly of White Plains 

and most recently of Coconut Creek, Fla., 
died on July 10. 

She was 93.
Scott was born on Apr. 28, 1924, to the 

late Jacques and Louise Dildarian in New 
York City. She was predeceased by her 
devoted husband, Edwin Scott, in 2008 
and one sister, Gladys Hamilton. She is 
survived by her loving children, John 
(Loraine) Scott of Coconut Creek, Fla., 
James (Doreen) Scott of Valhalla, Jeff Scott 
of White Plains and Linda (Ray) Rivard of 
Albany; nine cherished grandchildren; 
and two great-grandchildren. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on July 16. Services took place at 
the funeral home on July 17 followed 
by interment at Kensico Cemetery in 
Valhalla.

The Town of Greenburgh seeks the 
participation of two residents to be a part of 
a Steering Committee, and to assist in the 
formulation of a Rt. 119 Complete Street 
Design Plan. The project will produce 
an actionable design for making Route 
119 a complete street in the entire Study 
Area – Route 119 from the intersection of 
Route 9 (South Broadway) in Tarrytown 
through the intersection of Route 22 
(South Broadway) in White Plains – that 

can readily form the basis for a subsequent 
design-build RFP, or similar. The plan, 
when implemented in later projects, 
would provide safe, inviting facilities for 
people of all ages, abilities and modes to 
travel along and across Route 119.

Interested residents should 
contact the Town of Greenburgh  
Planning Commissioner via 
emailgduquesne@greenburghny.com  or 
phone 914-989-1532.

In accordance with a policy adopted 
on May 11, 2009, the White Plains Board 
of Education will seek one additional 
community member to add to its 
Finance/Audit Committee, to assist in 
providing financial oversight for the 
District.   

The committee, which also includes 
three Board of Education members, 
meets once a month during the school 
year, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Education 
House.  Membership will be for the                    
2017-18 school year. 

Individuals who wish to apply should 
possess knowledge of accounting, 
auditing, financial reporting and school 

district finances. Interested individuals 
should send a letter of interest and 
resume to the District Clerk, 5 Homeside 
Lane, 10605. Letters must be received 
by August 15th and interviews will be 
conducted by the current committee. The 
Board expects to make the appointment 
at its Regular Meeting in October.  

Education Law stipulates that 
committee members shall not be 
employees of the District or have 
provided goods or services to the District 
within the last two years or have a direct 
interest or be related to a principal in any 
company providing goods or services to 
the District.

Last month the NYS Legislature voted 
to rename the Tappan Zee Bridge after 
Mario Cuomo. I believe  the Legislature 
should also consider naming the new 
bikeway/walkway on the bridge for Pete 
Seeger, the folksinger and environmental 
activist who worked hard to focus 
public attention on a cleaner Hudson 
River. I also would like to suggest that 
the state consider creating an outdoor 
environmental museum along the three-
mile bridge, featuring environmental 
exhibits that pedestrians and cyclists 
could benefit from. The outdoor museum 
could highlight the history of the Hudson 
River environmental initiatives as well. 

The walkway that will be built on the 
new bridge is an exciting innovation 
that will link Westchester and Rockland 
Counties. It’s guaranteed to become a 
destination point for tourists from around 
the world.  The outdoor environmental 

museum could also include a call to action 
– encouraging people to conserve energy, 
learn more about solar, geothermal and 
wind power, teach people about organic 
food composting, etc.

–Paul Feiner, 
Greenburgh Town Supervisor
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100-Year History of the Woman’s Club of White Plains, 2010 to present
By Colleen Fay

In 1921, Woman’s Club president 
Gertrude Beakes said, “Our Club 
stands today as a symbol of the 
collective womanhood of our city. 
Our responsibility is as great as our 
opportunity and both will take all 
our finest strength and effort.”  With 
renewed optimism and enthusiasm, 
the Club entered the 2010’s. 

Economic issues continued to be 
at the forefront although due to the 
financial plan implemented in 2009, 
things were looking up. Several 
significant changes occurred 
including state historic designation 
for the house in August 2010 and 
national designation in October 
2010 making the Club eligible for 
grants, much needed tax reductions 
were granted and most importantly, 
in 2011, the Woman’s Club of White 
Plains Foundation was created, a 
501(c)(3) organization, now the 
non-profit arm of the Club. The 
remainder of the Club became the 
Woman’s Club of White Plain, Inc. 
Christine Roithmayr was elected the 
first President of the Foundation. 

Just as things seemed to be moving in 
the right direction, Mother Nature threw 
a major curveball to the club. A March 
2010 storm caused significant damage 
including a large tree, which came down on 
the ballroom during an event.  Estimates 
for removal of the trees were $20K and 

roof repair was $70K. Spearheaded by 
Carla Noletti of Gedney Farms, local 
gardening and landscaping businesses 
came to the rescue. The Great American 
Tree Company removed trees at no cost. 
Other businesses including Gedney Farms 
Nursery, Amodio’s Nursery, Emerald Tree 

Care, All American Tree Care and The 
Care of Trees donated services as well as 
bushes and trees. In December 2010, an 
article entitled “We Rallied the Troops” 
appeared in the local paper describing 
these efforts and in May 2011, the Club 
held a Community Reception to honor 
and thank these companies. Ms. Noletti 

was unanimously voted an honorary 
member of the Club in recognition of her 
work.  

In 2011, a major fundraiser, the 
Centennial Gala of the house, took 
place. The event honored Marie 
McMahon, Nicole Sheidlin and Meryl 

Lefkowitz as Women Giving Back to the 
Community. Donna Hanover was the 
emcee. Over 200 guests attended and 
$90K was raised in large part due to the 
generosity of Caperberry Events, Vino 
100, photographer Jo Anne Cancro and 
local florists who all donated services and 
goods to the club.       

New philanthropic events 
took place under the auspices of 
the Foundation. The first Corks 
and Forks was held in 2012 with 
Burke as the honoree. Later 
honorees included Gilda’s Club, 
PEACE OUTside Campus and 
El Centro. The well-received Jazz 
for the Gardens was first held in 
2015.  Another traditional affair, 
the Winter Tea, was resurrected 
in 2016, benefitting the WP 
Library Foundation and Gail’s 
House in 2017.   

Some first time “hands on” 
charitable activities were started 
including cooking for Grace 
Church (now known as Lifting 
Up Westchester, baking cookies 
for Salvation Army Thanksgiving 
meals, ringing the bell for the 
Salvation Army during the 
holidays and the first Furniture 
Sharehouse collection.

The highlight of the decade, 
of course, was the celebration 
of the centennial year in 2016. 
In February, a modern new 

logo was introduced with the slogan 
“Celebrating a Century of Commitment 
to Our Community.” In March, the Club 
was honored at the Friendly Gathering 
for its service to the community. A “100 
Acts of Kindness” campaign was begun. 
In addition to the “acts” already being 

performed by WICS, Marking, the 
Thrift Shop and the annual cooking 
projects, the Club hosted a Blood 
Drive, a pancake breakfast for the 
homeless and monthly collections 
for various organizations. The Club 
was so successful in this campaign 
that the 100 Acts was completed in 
early November!   

The climax of the yearlong 
festivities was the Gala of the 
Century on November 5. The 
honorees were club member and 
CEO of PIP Printing Mary Jane 
Goldman, Ruth Mahoney from 
Key Bank and the YWCA with 
which the Woman’s Club has had 
a long history. Generous donations 
by many businesses including 
Caperberry Events, PIP Printing, 
Amodio’s, Arthur Murray Dance 
Studio, Gedney Farm Nursery, Hal 
Prince Orchestra, House of Flowers, 
JC Photo Events, Party Line 
Rentals, Pray Achievement Center, 
Redi-Cut Carpeting, Scarsdale 
Pastry Center, Spark Group LLC 
and Worldwide Decorating made 
the night even more successful than 

the House Centennial affair.  
As 2017 began, the Club breathed a 

collective sigh of relief and pride. There 
are not many clubs that can say they have 
survived for 100 years and it is a testament 
to all those members who fought to save 
the Club and who have donated their time 
in innumerable ways to make the Club 
what it is today.  

Mrs. John Lumbard, charter member 
of the Contemporary Club said “In 
1904, Mrs. Turnure (president of the 
Fortnightly) planted a tiny seed; since 
then, scores have cultivated the ground 
and in a thousand ways stimulated 
the growth. The small beginnings, the 
pioneer work, were symbols of a greater 
achievement manifest today in physical 
and financial assets and a living organism 
which is entering into a new era of growth 
and development.” Truer words could not 
be said today.  

Gala of  the Century Committee (l to r) standing, Cathy Schauber, Claudia Melo, Colleen Fay, Angela Tobin, Laurette 
Young, Mary Lou Winters, sitting Maryann Martin, Christine Roithmayr, Susan Doherty.

Club Members Maryann Boustead, Mary Rutledge, Peggy Robinson, Angela Tobin, Judy Korman, Phyliss O’Keefe 
and Cathy Schauber at the Cookie Bake-a-thon for Salvation Army.
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Elder Law Book: Take Caution Before Making Gifts
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For 2017, the federal 
lifetime estate and 
gift tax exemption 
has increased to 
$5,490,000. This 
means that you can 
gift this amount over 
your lifetime without 
incurring a federal gift-
tax and to the extent 
you haven’t done so, 

any exemption remaining at death can 
be applied against the value of your estate 
for federal estate tax purposes. Very few 
people are subjected to the federal estate 
and gift tax under the current law.

Currently, the New York estate tax 
exemption is $5,250,000. Beginning 
January 1, 2019, the New York estate tax 
exemption will mirror the federal estate 
and gift tax exemption.  

For federal gift tax purposes, an 
individual can make annual gifts to any 
person other than a spouse in the amount 
of $14,000.00 per person. These gifts do 
not reduce your lifetime exemption. The 
annual exclusion is above and beyond 
the lifetime exemption. However, if 
your estate is not valued at more than 
$5,490,000, then the annual exclusion is 
irrelevant to you.  Thus, and often to the 
surprise of clients, if your estate is valued 
at less than $5,490,000, you can gift away 
your entire estate during your lifetime and 
pay no federal gift taxes.  In addition, your 

heirs will not have to pay any taxes on 
the gift either. There is no gift tax in New 
York; however gifts made within three 
years of death are added back to your New 
York gross taxable estate.

Many people confuse federal and State 
tax laws with the Medicaid rules. If an 
individual is applying for nursing home 
Medicaid, Any amount gifted by the 
individual during the five 
years prior to applying for 
Medicaid may create a penalty 
for Medicaid eligibility 
purposes. The federal annual 
gift tax exclusion of $14,000 
is not an annual exclusion for 
Medicaid purposes.   Often, 
people make gifts each year equal to 
the annual exclusion amount under the 
theory that they are reducing their assets 
in case nursing home care is required in 
the future; this is wrong!

It is important to note that in home 
care cases, there is no five-year look-back 
period. Thus, prior gift giving will not 
impact Medicaid eligibility in a home care 
scenario. The dichotomy in Medicaid gift 
giving rules only applies to nursing home 
cases.  

Often, gifts are made by family members 
for very common purposes such as paying 
for a grandchild’s college education, 
assisting a financially troubled child, or 
charitable donations.  Regardless of the 
amount, these are all gifts for purposes 

of determining Medicaid eligibility for 
nursing home care. The result is that many 
individuals are denied nursing home 
Medicaid eligibility for making every day 
(and necessary) gifts during the look back 
period.

In the recent past, we have seen through 
case law instances where applicants have 
been successful in arguing that gifts made 

during the look back period 
were for purposes other 
than to qualify for Medicaid 
and therefore, eligible for 
nursing home Medicaid.  In 
making such determination, 
DSS will consider things 
such as (i) the physical 

and mental condition of the applicant 
at the time of the gift (ii) the use of the 
gifted funds, (iii) whether the applicant 
gifted his/her own funds or funds that 
were received through inheritance or a 
windfall, (iv) whether the applicant lived 
independently in the community when 
the gifts were made (v) the financial 
security of the applicant, (vi) the time 
that elapsed between the gifting and the 
applicant’s institutionalization and (vii) 
whether the applicant had considered 
institutionalized care when the gifts were 
made.

Given the economic environment, it 
has been increasingly common for me 
to encounter situations where gifts have 
been made by applicants to their children 

or grandchildren during the look back 
period predicated on misapplying federal 
and State tax laws to Medicaid eligibility 
rules.  Prior to making gifts, the advice of 
an elder law attorney should be sought.  
If already at the stage of applying for 
Medicaid, the intervention of a skilled 
elder law attorney who can craft a proper 
argument to avoid being denied Medicaid 
eligibility is critical.

Salvatore M. Di Costanzo is a partner 
with the firm of  Maker, Fragale & 
Di Costanzo, LLP  located in Rye and 
Yorktown Heights. Salvatore is an 
attorney and accountant whose main 
area of practice is  elder law  and  special 
needs planning  which consists of  estate 

By Salvatore M. 
Di Costanzo, Esq.
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Potential future CEOs at Youth Shelter Program of  Westchester fundraising breakfast.
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

FSW Celebrates Children’s Playground Donors Les and Sybil Rosenberg

Youth Shelter Program Says Future CEOs are in Our Midst

Family Services of Westchester (FSW) 
recently held a ceremony thanking 
longtime supporter and current Board 
of Directors member Les Rosenberg and 
his wife, Sybil, for a generous financial 
contribution that enabled the agency 
to construct a children’s playground at 
the Lanza Family Center for All Ages in 
White Plains. 

The playground is used by more 50 
children each day who are enrolled in 
FSW’s Universal Pre-Kindergarten, Head 
Start and Early Head Start programs at 
the White Plains location, which is also 
home to FSW’s My Second Home (MSH) 
intergenerational adult day care program. 
More than 20 families attended the 
ceremony honoring the couple. 

“We are truly grateful for Les and 
Sybil’s tireless dedication to FSW. This 
playground is a bright spot not only here 
at CFAA, but in Westchester County as 
whole. It is symbolic of our mission to 
help bring joy and healing to the people 

we serve,” said Susan B. Wayne, FSW’s 
President and CEO. “Without people 
like the Rosenbergs, our mission to bring 

health and wellness to so many would be 
made much more challenging.”

Les Rosenberg, who supported the 
agency for years before becoming a 
member of its Board of Directors in 2015, 
said he and his wife first became aware of 
FSW five years ago through the agency’s 
award-winning intergenerational adult 
day care program, My Second Home.

“We saw little kids being mentored 
by the World War II generation. It gave 
each person a purpose,” Rosenberg said. 
“When you don’t come from much and 
you luck out later in life, you want to give 
back.”

White Plains Mayor Thomas Roach, 
who was present at the ceremony, said 
the generosity of the couple was “just 
tremendous.”

 “This program makes sense - you have 
kids who want attention, and older people 
who have the time to give it,” Roach said. 
“It’s a joy to see. I’m delighted that we have 
FSW here in the City of White Plains.”

Family Services of Westchester (FSW) is 
a 62-year-old not-for-profit organization, 
which provides a comprehensive and 
inclusive spectrum of human, mental 
health and social services to more than 
30,000 individuals in Westchester County 
throughout the life cycle. 

Les and Sybil Rosenberg, Center, with White 
Plains Mayor Thomas Roach, Susan B. Wayne, 
President & CEO of  FSW, right, and Lisa 
Copeland, FSW Board member, left. 

The event room at Whitby Castle in 
Harrison was at capacity for the Youth 
Shelter Program of Westchester’s event, 
“Meet Your Next CEO,” last month.  The 
event was a panel discussion to “change 
the narrative from reform to empowering 
future leaders.”

The event was also to launch the 
40th  anniversary of the shelter that has 
been successfully providing a home-like 
alternative to jail for young men awaiting 
disposition of various criminal charges. It 
is with these young men in mind, young 
men for whom society often dismisses out 
of hand, that Executive Director, Christian 
Philemon wanted the audience to see in a 
different light – as potential CEOs. Indeed, 
the young men from the shelter worked as 
ushers and table ambassadors at the event, 
wearing nametags that read “CEO.” 

Keynote speaker, John Valverde, CEO 
of YouthBuild, USA, Inc., knows a little 
bit about this as John was incarcerated for 
16 years from the age of 21.  Able to get 

a ‘second chance,’ John is now recognized 
as a proven leader and example for 
people affected by the criminal justice 

system. Without that ‘change in narrative,’ 
his life would be very different now. That’s 
what he advocates for, particularly for 
young men of color.  John challenges 
the notion of post-traumatic stress for 
these young people.  Rather, he said it 
should be called, “Presenttraumatic stress 
syndrome,” due to the stress that young 
people face being incarcerated or living life 
with the many challenges that sometimes 
leads to incarceration.  He went on to 
say: “Healing must be included in any 
rehabilitation program because if (young 
people) can heal, anything is possible.”

The lively panel discussion was on the 
intersection of the recently passed Raise 
The Age law, education, training and the 
utilization of an emerging and untapped 
workforce. Panelists included Jordyn 
Lexton, founder and executive director of 
Drive Change,  a Fellowship opportunity 
that combines workplace experience 

and continued education to build skills, 
generate exposure, and infuse youth with a 
sense of self-worth once they leave jail; Dr. 
Belinda Miles, president of Westchester 
Community College; and Mecca Santana, 
Vice President of Diversity & Community 
Relations for Westchester Medical Center 
Health Network and  John Valverde. 
YouthBuild, USA, provides pathways 
to education, jobs, entrepreneurship, 
and other opportunities for low-income 
youths 16-24 years old.   The discussion 
was moderated by Donovan Beckford, 
Director of the Westchester County Office 
of Workforce Investment and Westchester-
Putnam Workforce Development Board.

For businesses, Santana said the 
paradigm has to shift to recognize that, 
“Diversity is as important as any other 
sound financial decision a business 
owner makes for their company business 
proposition.”

Bringing business leaders, educators, 
legal experts, and community leaders 
together is only the beginning, says 
Christian Philomen. “Youth get in trouble 
for many reasons mainly because of 
underlying trauma and abuse and that 
must be addressed.   As a society, we all 
have roles to play to see the promise and 
possibility our youth engender.”
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.
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Summertime – the 
kids are home with 
loads of free time. 

They may feel inclined to relax on the 
couch until school starts up again in the 
fall, but don’t let them miss out on the 
lively energy of those summer months. 
Here are several healthy activities that you 
and your little ones can enjoy together.

Find a farm and get to picking. 
Strawberries, blueberries, blackberries — 
whatever savory treat you and your kids 
enjoy, pick them yourself. Local farms 
and nurseries are the perfect locations to 
tackle a fun task of collecting something 
you both like, together. Once your buckets 
are filled, head to the kitchen to try out 
your favorite fruit-filled recipes. Visit your 
local farmers’ market for a larger selection 
and give your kids a few dollars to spend. 
Turn this into a yearly tradition and they’ll 
look forward to it every time. Now you 
can check a few items off your grocery list 
in exchange for sweet memories.

  Put your green thumb to the test. If 

you currently have a home garden, or are 
willing to practice your planting skills, 
encourage your kids to join you. Take the 
time to plan how big or small you’ll make 
your garden, where and what vegetables 
or flowers you want to grow. No need to 
commit to a huge project; this will be a 
rewarding pursuit for everyone involved, 
no matter the size; you could even offer a 
small section as their own responsibility. 
They will take pride in playing an 
important role in the summer-long 
upkeep and benefit from having a healthy 
snack right outside the house.

 The outdoors are in! Ditch the digital 
distractions (except for maybe a camera) 
and head outside to soak up the vitamin D. 
Spend a Saturday with your kids navigating 
through a nearby state park or nature 
reserve; you can spend some time hiking, 
swimming, canoeing or taking a leisurely 
nature tour. Depending on your child’s 
age and abilities, there are a wide variety 
of outdoor adventures to undertake. This 
is a great chance to get some exercise and 
give your kids the opportunity to explore. 
Pack the sunscreen, plenty of water and a 
picnic lunch for your day-trip destination, 
and you’ll be good to go.

Create your own masterpiece. Whether 
it’s decorating flowerpots, painting a 
picture or assembling a homemade bird 

feeder, you can’t go wrong with arts and 
crafts. A few simple supplies and a child’s 
imagination can go a long way. Exercising 
your child’s mind with creative crafting has 
been linked to lifelong brain development 
gains. This is also a smart way to keep 
busy while escaping the summer heat or 
seeking shelter from a thunderstorm.

Don’t forget to keep a close eye on your 
kids to prevent any injuries during your 
summertime fun. Staying hydrated and 
avoiding sunburn will ensure the good 
times last even longer. Enjoy and have a 
safe and happy summer!

Rajesh Gupta, MD is Medical Director, 
AFC Urgent Care, Yorktown.
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I Never Say ‘It Sucks’ Except for My Vacuum Cleaner

Wine, Coffee and Chocolate: More Similarities Than You May Think

By Nick Antonaccio

The natural 
and scientific 
components of 
winemaking are 
similar to the 
production of 
numerous other 
products. These 
products share 

the core processes and procedures of 
winemaking, but deviate at some point in 
their unique lifecycles. The end results bear 
the imprint of the winemaking process but 
are distinct unto themselves. 

Examples abound. Coffee, cheese, 
bread, yogurt, chocolate, beer and spirits 
production share certain critical steps of 
winemaking that have a major influence on 
the end product sold in the marketplace. 

This week, I’m focusing on a comparison 
of the chain of ingredients and processes 
that result in your favorite wine, coffee and 
chocolate.

To do so, I’ve identified four major 
elements along the production chain that I 
feel best exemplify these similarities:

1. The baseline agricultural 
environment.

Wine: Select grape varietals will only 
thrive under a very specific balance of soil, 
climate, elevation and exposure to the sun 
(in the aggregate, referred to as terroir). 

Coffee: The unique terroirs of select 
regions of South America and Asia are 

conducive to the best expressions of 
certain coffee bean varieties. 

Chocolate: The finest cacao beans are 
grown within 20 degrees of the equator, 
where a consistently warm and humid 
terroir produces thriving cacao trees and 
crops. The most highly prized crops are 
from Ecuador, Venezuela and the West 
Africa region. 

2. The core ingredients. 
Wine: The horticultural 

species that produces 
the finest wine grapes is 
Vitis Vinifera. From this 
species, hybrids have been 
developed that thrive 
in specific regions. An 
example: Burgundy wines 
are produced from the Pinot Noir grape in 
the Burgundy region. 

Coffee: Two species account for the 
greatest production of beans. The Arabica 
species is highly flavorful and relatively 
low in caffeine and acidity and accounts 
for nearly 70 percent of coffee sold and 
brewed around the world. The Robusta 
species tends to be bitter, less flavorful and 
contains double the caffeine of the Arabica.

Chocolate: The species commonly grown 
is Theobroma. Three strains of Theobroma 
dominate cacao bean production. The 
Criollo is the most highly prized, followed 
– in decreasing flavor and quality – by 
Trinitario and Forastero.

3. The transformation process.
Wine: Harvested grapes are fermented 

utilizing select forms of yeast for various 
periods of time, and then crafted in a 
winery to achieve a desired aroma, flavor 
and alcohol profile. 

Coffee: Coffee berries are harvested at 
their peak. Beans are then extracted from 

the berry, typically through a 
fermentation process, dried 
to 11 percent moisture, 
bagged and shipped (as 
“green coffee”) to roasting 
houses. 

Chocolate: Beans are 
extracted from a harvested 
cacao pod, fermented 
and dried. As with 

winemaking, fermentation is the key step 
that differentiates one finished chocolate 
product from the next. This step, in the 
hands of a chocolate processor, the second 
link in the chain, creates the true flavors 
and textures that chocolatiers seek.

4. The final influence. 
Wine: Fermented wines may be aged 

and/or blended by a winemaker to craft a 
unique statement of his or her creativity.

Coffee: The green coffee beans 
undergo roasting and brewing processes. 
Professional roasters coax the internal heat 
of beans to 400 degrees, until the internal 
oils begin to emerge. Light, medium 
or dark roasts refer to the duration of 

the roasting process. It is through this 
process that the distinctive aromas and  
flavors of each batch of (now brown) beans 
are created. 

Chocolate: A chocolate manufacturer, 
the third link in the process, roasts 
fermented beans. These beans are 
separated into three components – a 
liquid (for flavor), a butter (for texture) 
and a powder (for finesse). The recipe 
for the proportions of these ingredients, 
combined with sugar, lecithin and vanilla, 
creates the ultimate bulk chocolate sold 
to select chocolatiers, the final link in the 
process. The ultimate fine chocolate bar is 
crafted from their proprietary recipes and 
processes. 

With this further knowledge of the 
similarities and differences of these three 
products, I encourage you to compare and 
contrast the numerous products in the 
marketplace. You’re likely to discover new 
favorites of each.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted  wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Some years ago, I wrote a piece with this 
same title and, since that time, my wife 
has purchased two new vacuums. Having 
tried them both only once, (I’m not a big 
vacuum guy) the crude expression “it 
sucks” still conveys my sentiments about 
this household item.

Funny, but after I wrote that first article, 
a woman called me and asked if I was aware 
of where that term originated. I assured 
her I was, and followed up by saying that 
if there is any consumer product about 
which we could appropriately use the 
term, it should be the vacuum cleaner.

Despite manufacturers’ claims from 
different brands and models that my wife 
and I have collected during our home 
cleaning history, we have never found a 
vacuum cleaner that really performs the 
job as promised. Maybe we expect too 
much.

When I was a Madison Avenue neophyte, 
everyone in my agency was astonished 
when we read that the Swedish company 
Electrolux introduced its vacuums to 
the United Kingdom with the slogan, 
“Nothing Sucks Like an Electrolux.” 

We couldn’t know whether it was an 
innocent blunder in rhyme or if the 
company intended the word’s more 
common reference to gain attention. But 
the slogan was soon changed to “Thinking 
of You,” which I suppose is a good 
supporting sentiment to the first slogan.

Maybe my wife and I are just cursed 

with bad luck in selecting 
and caring for our vacuums. 
We lost our first purchase by 
leaving it in the elevator of 
our apartment house the day 
we moved in. Since losing 
that first one, the search was 
on, always for a model that 
would have greater sucking 
power than the last. 

Another reason we 
bought so many different 
vacuums is that it was always 
a question of whether we 
wanted the convenience 
of a small canister model 
that moved about with 
ease but with lackluster 
suction, or the sturdy, heavy 
upright model that seemed 
to suck more dirt from 
the carpeting. So, we kept 
switching back and forth.

Since the advent of QVC, 
my wife has purchased and returned no less 
than three different vacuums, including 
one of Oprah Winfrey’s “favorite things” 
that promised picking up a bowling ball 
with its suction. We found it couldn’t pick 
up some New Year’s confetti.

The last model my wife returned was a 
Dyson, which has had a good reputation 
for a long time. But in her test run we 
found that – you guessed it – it didn’t suck. 
She repackaged it skillfully with countless 

other items that she returned 
to QVC. I suspect that the 
return of this large item will 
definitely get her “tagged” as 
a chronic recidivist.

You might think 
that somebody would 
have gotten the suction 
thing right by this time, 
considering how long the 
appliance has been around. 

The first vacuum cleaners 
invented in America in the 
1860s were so large and 
cumbersome that they had 
to be operated manually by 
two people, one to operate 
the bellows to create suction 
and the other to move the 
mouthpiece over the floor. 
In 1899, John Thurman of St. 
Louis invented a gasoline-
powered version, considered 
the first motorized vacuum 

cleaner. A major technological leap came 
in 1901 when Hubert Cecil Booth of 
London invented the electric vacuum. It, 
too, was so large that its vacuum pump 
and motor were housed in a horse-drawn 
cart from which a long hose was extended 
into the best houses, including Queen 
Victoria’s.

Because vacuum cleaning was 
considered a great way to improve health 
and sanitation by sucking up tons of 

germ-laden dust from public places like 
theaters and shops, the quest was on to 
invent smaller versions that could be more 
conveniently maneuvered in homes. Many 
inventors jumped into the fray. 

By 1924, when Electrolux introduced 
the tank vacuum cleaner to the United 
States, its unique design became the 
standard of excellence and many inventors 
improved upon the system. The latest 
advancement is the robotic Roomba, a 
small disc-shaped vacuum that cruises 
around a room using sensors to negotiate 
furniture and other items. I say, no thanks, 
I don’t want anything that sucks roaming 
around my house automatically with no 
human intervention. 

With our most recent upright model, 
my wife and I had to invite our adult 
daughter over to the house just to show 
us how to release the dust container (no 
longer a bag) for emptying. 

But hope springs eternal that someday 
someone will invent the perfect vacuum 
cleaner that is small, easy to operate and 
with effective sucking power.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. 
(www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate 
site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, 
and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com.  
To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call  
914-522-2076.
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The Examiner is happy to help spread 
the word about your community event. 
Please submit your information at least 
three weeks prior to your event to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. For a full listing 
of the upcoming week's events, visit www.
theexaminernews.com and click on 
Happenings.

Tuesday, July 18
Night Out in the Park. Magic by Seth 

Dale at Druss Park, White Plains, 7 p.m.; 
Barnyard Animals and Crafts at George 
Washington School, White Plains, 7 p.m.

“Strange Weather.” An advance 
screening of this film directed by Katherin 
Dieckmann. It’s a poignant, lyrical drama 
about a mother (Holly Hunter), who in 
an effort to deal with her grief over the 
death of her son, enlists a friend to travel 
the back roads of the deep South to settle 
a score. Steeped in a strong sense of place 
and full of convention-defying characters, 
the film premiered to critical acclaim at 
the Toronto International Film Festival. 
Followed by a post-screening discussion 
with Dieckmann moderated by film critic-
in-residence Marshall Fine. The Picture 
House Regional Film Center, 175 Wolfs 
Lane, Pelham. 7:30 p.m. $15. Seniors and 
students: $12. Info and tickets: Visit www.
thepicturehouse.org.

Wednesday, July 19
Farmer’s Market. The White Plains 

Downtown Farmer’s Market is open for 
the season, Wednesdays, on Court Street 
between Martine Avenue and Main 
Street, from  8 a.m. to 4 p.m. through   
November 22. 

Lunchtime Meditation At The 
Library. A weekly Meditation program at 
the library. No registration or equipment 
necessary. Starts promptly at 12:15 
p.m. Brief beginning instruction will 
be followed by silent meditation. An 
experienced guest teacher will attend the 
first Wednesday of each month. White 
Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave., White 
Plains. For information call 914-422-1496 
or email cdeschamps@whiteplainsny.gov.

Sunset Yoga in the Park. Playland 
Beach, 1 Playland Parkway, Rye; 6:45 p.m.

One Earth Sangha: Meditation Group 
for Calming and Centering in these 
politically charged times, in the tradition 
of Thich Nhat Hanh. All are welcome; 
Wednesdays 7 to 8:30 p.m. Yogashine 
Studio, 7-11 Legion Drive, Valhalla, near 
Kensico Dam;  Ample free parking; free 
will donation appreciated to defray costs 
of room rental; facilitated by Joan Indusi 
and Vitalah Simon. If you like, please let 
us know you are coming: vitalah@verizon.
net  or  joanindusi1@gmail.com, drop-ins 
welcome too.

Night Out in the Park. Magic by Seth 
Dale at Turnure Park, White Plains 7 p.m. 

Dancing Under the Stars. Ada Dyer 
sings Aretha at Renaissance Plaza, White 
Plains, 7 p.m.

“Stop Making Sense.” Director 
Jonathan Demme made his documentary 
debut with this infectious masterpiece 
showcasing the Talking Heads, just after 
their big mainstream success with the 
album “Speaking in Tongues” and the 
single “Burning Down the House.” You 
don’t even need to be a Talking Heads 
fan to love this film. Part of the Sounds 
of Summer 2017: Music Films, Old and 
New series. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. 
Members: $8. Non-members: $13. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.
org.

Thursday, July 20
Noon Day Concert on the Plaza. 

A White Plains concert series held 
on Thursdays from  Noon to 2 p.m.  at 
Renaissance Plaza located at Main Street 
and Mamaroneck Avenue. The event is 
sponsored by People’s United Bank and 
New York-Presbyterian Westchester 
Division. This week features the music of 
Gunsmoke-Country Tunes.

“Angels in America: Part I.” In the 
midst of the AIDS crisis and a conservative 
Reagan administration, New Yorkers 
grapple with life and death, love and sex, 
heaven and hell. Andrew Garfield plays 
Prior Walter along with a cast including 
Denise Gough, Nathan Lane, James 
McArdle and Russell Tovey. This new 
staging of Tony Kushner’s multi-award 
winning two-part play is directed by 
Olivier and Tony Award-winning director 
Marianne Elliott. Part one (“Millennium 
Approaches”) was first performed at the 
National Theatre in 1992 and was followed 
by the second part (“Perestroika”) the 
following year. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 2 p.m. 
Members: $25. Non-members: $35. Part 
II on July 27 at 2 p.m. Info and tickets: 
Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Gardening 101. A series of classes for 
those looking to polish up their gardening 
skills while also learning how the Food 
Bank for Westchester is helping to feed 
area neighbors who are experiencing 
hunger. Participants will get a behind-
the-scenes look at the Food Growing 
Program, learn techniques for their 
own garden and plant watermelon seeds 
to take home and continue nurturing. 
Sponsored by Stop & Shop. 20 Hammond 
House Rd., Valhalla. 3 to 4 p.m. or 4 to 5 
p.m. $25. (Proceeds benefit the Food Bank 
for Westchester.) Also July 20 and 27.  
Registration required. Info and 
registration: Visit foodbankforwestchester.

org/events/gardening101.

City Center Summer Concert. A 
weekly series in the Court Yard at City 
Center, White Plains; 6:30 p.m. Thursdays. 
This week, Alwyn & Jolliff – They may start 
with bluegrass and jazz, but anything goes 
with Jacob Jolliff (formerly with Yonder 
Mountain String Band) on mandolin, 
prodigious drummer Alwyn Robinson 
and Max Johnson on bass. 

Night Out in the Park. Barnyard 
Animals and Crafts at Gardella Park, 7 
p.m.; Magic by Seth Dale at Chatterton 
Park, 7 p.m.;

Sunset Jazz at Lyndhurst Concert 
Series: Steve Kroon Latin Jazz Sextet. The 
third of eight Thursday night jazz concerts. 
Presented by New York-Presbyterian, 635 
S. Broadway, Tarrytown. 6:30 p.m. Free. 
(Concert is canceled by 3 p.m. in the event 
of rain.) Info: Visit www.jazzforumarts.
org.

Friday, July 21
Play Days at Jay. Pack a picnic 

and spend the afternoon at John Jay 
Homestead. Explore the six discovery 
centers and help volunteers collect eggs 
from the chicken coop. Education staff 
will lead a short hands-on activity. John 
Jay Homestead, 400 Jay St. (Route 22), 
Katonah. 12 to 2 p.m. Free. Fridays 
through Oct. 27. Info: 914-232-8119 or 
visit www.johnjayhomestead.org.

Jazz at Pierson Park Concert Series: 
Michael Tate & 3D. The third of eight 
Friday night jazz concerts. Presented by 
New York-Presbyterian. Pierson Park, 
West Main Street, Tarrytown. 6:30 p.m. 
Free. (Concert will be moved to the senior 
center in the park in the event of rain.) 
Info: Visit www.jazzforumarts.org.

“You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown.” 
Westmoreland Sanctuary Nature Center 
& Wildlife Preserve’s outdoor theatrical 
production. Local community theatre 
at its finest and most fun where cast 
members – children and adults – come 
from across the county to perform in this 
interactive show. Proceeds from ticket 
sales support the center’s environmental 
education and conservation efforts. 
Westmoreland Sanctuary, 260 Chestnut 
Ridge Rd., Mount Kisco. 6:30 p.m. $22. 
Westmoreland Sanctuary members: $20. 
Children (15 and under): $15. Also July 
22 and 29 at 2 and 6:30 p.m., July 28 at 
6:30 p.m. and July 23 and 30 at 3 p.m. Info 
an tickets: 914-666-8448 or visit www.
westmorelandsanctuary.com.

Saturday, July 22
Pet Adoption Day. In the spirit of 

“Annie” dogs and cats, young and old 
will be up for adoption at Westchester 

Broadway Theatre, 1 Broadway Plaza, 
Elmsford; 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Rain/
extreme heat date Sat., July 29.

Group Summer Exhibition Opening 
Reception. Summer is the season that 
shapes our lives through memories 
collected, embellished, catalogued and 
augmented each year. View a collection 
of works by different artists that embody 
an entire summer’s worth of enrichment 
and inspiration. The Lionheart Gallery, 
27 Westchester Ave., Pound Ridge 4 to 7 
p.m. Free. Exhibit continues through Sept. 
1. Gallery is open Wednesday through 
Saturday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday 
from 12 to 5 p.m. Info: 914-764-8689 or 
visit www.thelionheartgallery.com.

Boys of the Bronx Doo Wop Night: 
The Belmonts and John Kuse and 
The Excellents. The Belmonts feature 
smooth vocals, spot-on harmonies and 
an incredible lineup of hits that make 
this concert a performance you will 
love. John Kuse and The  Excellents  are 
one of the premier groups on the circuit 
today. Westchester Broadway Theatre, 1 
Broadway Plaza, Elmsford. Dinner at 6:45 
p.m. Show at 8:30 p.m. $84 per person 
(plus tax). Show only: $50 per person 
(plus tax). Info and tickets: 914-592-2222 
or visit www.broadwaytheatre.com.

Jazz and Soul: Charlie Lagond. The 
Small Town Theatre Company presents 
the second of four outdoor summer 
concerts featuring this Westchester-
based saxophonist. The co-founder of 
the Lagond Music School, he has worked 
as a professional musician for more 
than 35 years, performing around the 
world with artists including Chet Baker, 
Woody Herman, Buddy Rich, Bernard 
Purdie, Chuck Mangione, The Jackson 5, 
The Temptations, Natalie Cole and Kid 
Creole and the Coconuts, with whom 
he has performed at several presidential 
inaugural balls and at a command 
performance by request of Princess Diana. 
Bring a lawn chair and a picnic basket. 
Wampus Brook Park, Maple Avenue, 
Armonk. 8 p.m. Free. Info: Visit www.
SmallTownTheatre.com.

Sunday, July 23
Downtown Thunder: The Sixth 

Annual Charity Motorcycle Ride. A 
benefit for Guiding Eyes for the Blind. A 
police-escorted ride through the scenic 
Hudson Valley, all you can eat barbecue, 
free raffles, music, vendors and Nick’s 
ice cream truck. Registration and start at 
Mount Kisco Village Hall, 104 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. Registration at 8 a.m. 
Start at 10 a.m. Riders return about noon 
for the barbecue at the Boys & Girls Club 
of Northern Westchester, 351 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. Suggest donation: $25 per 

continued on page 14
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUCTIONS
Equipment Auction: Taylor, PA, Live/
webcast 7/13/2017. Dump Trucks, Hydro-
mobiles, Telescopic Forklifts, Trucks, 
Trailer. Visit cowley1.com 570-499-8883 
AU0023L

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records,   Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 

Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top 
$$$ To hunt your land. Call for a Free info 
packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West-
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap-
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur-
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil-
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500 

HEALTH
SILDENAFIL Active Chemical in VI-
AGRA 20mg, 30 Tablets for $35. By 
Greenstone, a Pfizer Company. Rye Beach 
Pharmacy- Rye, NY. 914-967-0856, Ext 5ñ 
Can FedEx. RyeRx.com; info@ryerx.com

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

HOMES FOR SALE
CORTLANDT MANOR $640,000 20 
Conklin Avenue OPEN HOUSE 7/22 12 
– 2 PM New 4 BR/2.5BA Colonial!  EIK, 
FDR, FPL, CAC, deck, walk out finished 
basement. Still time to customize!  Cold-
well Banker Residential Brokerage, Yor-
ktown 914-245-3400

 LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KA-
BAET 2, LLC. Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of 
State (SSNY) 5/26/17. Office location: 
Westchester County. Principal Office: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. Process Service address: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. Purpose: Medical 
Management 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KA-
BAET 3, LLC. Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of 
State (SSNY) 5/25/17. Office location: 
Westchester County. Principal Office: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. Process Service address: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. Purpose: Medical 
Management
 
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HIGH 
HILL ASSOCIATES LLC filed with the 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 05/16/2017. 
A Management Consulting business with 
Office loc: Westchester. SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process to 
the principal business address: 3 High 
Hill Farm Pl, Thornwood, NY  10594. 
Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LAY-
FIELD, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
March 30, 2017. Office location West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the busi-
ness address: 312 Main Street Apt. 6F 
White Plains, NY 10601. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF RE-
GAL VOYAGE INTERNATIONAL, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 
4/7/17. Office location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
Terry Mansfield and Victoria Mans-
field, 14 Steven Drive, Unit #2, Ossin-
ing, NY 10562. Purpose: any lawful act 
or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF JUST 
BREATHE HEALING CENTER, LLC.  
Arts of Org filed with the Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 06/19/2017. Office 

loc: Westchester. SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom process against it may 
be served and shall mail process to the 
principal business address: 731 Saw Mill 
River Road, Ste. 7, Ardsley NY 10502. 
Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF AC-
CENTS DRAPERY & INTERIORS 
LLC. Articles of organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York on April 
14, 2017. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
Mary Jimenez, 527 Halstead Ave Mama-
roneck, NY 10543. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LABOY 
CONSTRUCTION LLC.  Arts. Of Org. 
filed with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 06/27/2017.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: c/o 
LABOY CONSTRUCTION LLC, 65 
Winchester Avenue, Peekskill, New York 
10566.  Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WNW 
HOLDINGS, LLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 6/15/2017. 
Office loc: Westchester. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: CT Corpo-
ration System, 111 Eighth Avenue, New 
York, NY 10011. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of JMD Se-
curity LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 05/18/2017.  Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
for service of process on LLC. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: Joseph DeCan-
dia, 35 Aspen Road New Rochelle, NY 
10804.  Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION Notice 
is hereby given that a license number 
1301628 for an On Premises Liquor Li-
cense has been applied for by Kisco Kitch-
en LLC. under the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Law for premises located at 441 
Main Street. Mt. Kisco, New York 10549, 
County of Westchester for on-premises 
consumption.

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING The 
Board of Trustees of the Village of Pleas-
antville will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, July 24, 2017, 8:00pm prevailing 
time, 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleasantville, 
NY to hear comments as it pertains to a 
Local Law Amending Chapter 173 Ve-
hicles & Traffic, Section 173-64, Sched-
ule XVI, entitled “No Stopping Certain 
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Hours”, Ashland Avenue as follows: ADD:
Section 173-64, Schedule VXI “No Stop-
ping Ashland Avenue East and West 
7:00am to 4:00pm Monday through Fri-
day, except July and August 75 feet north 
and south of the inter-section with the 
“school access driveway”-Judith Wein-
traub Village Clerk, Village of Pleasant-
ville, Westchester County, New York

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MUD-
DY PAWS DOG AND CAT COM-
PANIONS, LLC, filed with SSNY on 
4/20/2017. Office location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC 

upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to Legalinc Corporate 
Services Inc, 1967 Wehrle Drive, Suite 
I-086, Buffalo, NY 14421. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
SOUNDSHOREPHOTO, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 03/22/17. 
Office loc: Westchester County.  SSNY has 
bee designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: 3 West End 
Place, Harrison, NY 10528. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts.

LEGAL NOTICE NOTICE OF FOR-
MATION OF A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY (LLC) BRITTANY DIG-
NAN CONSULTING LLC dba NEAT 
Method. Articles of organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
on 5/31/2017. Office Location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated,  
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: 15 Winslow Rd, 
White Plains, NY 10606. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose. Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.

MISCELLANEOUS
WANTED: LOOKING FOR SOME-
THING THAT WILL ENRICH YOUR 
LIFE? Join our Sept 2017 or Jan 2018 Vol-
unteer Puppy Raiser Class. Application on 
website. Putnam Service Dogs. 917-449-
5359, info@putnamservicedogs.org.

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MISC FOR SALE
KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Bed Bug 
Killers/ KIT Complete Treatment Sys-
tem.  Available: Hardware Stores. The 
Home Depot, homedepot.com. Try Harris  
Guaranteed Roach Killers Too!

REAL ESTATE
WATERFRONT CABIN SITE 5 AC 
- $79,900 Tiny unspoiled lake, private 
woodlands, Utils. Stunning upstate NY 
location! Terms avail . 888-479-3394

HUDSON VALLEY LAND BARGAINS 
5 TO 50 ACRES FROM $49,900! 20 mins 
from Albany, 2 hrs GW Bridge! Woods, 
stonewalls, privacy! Terms! 888-905-8847
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

RECRUITMENT
RESTAURANT STAFF NEEDED. Assis-
tant manager $1000 week, Kitchen Help-
ers $12-$18 per hour.  Full time/nights/
weekends (Avg 40hrs per week) 914-738-
1413 edooffice2017@gmail.com

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ par-
tial weeks. Call for FREE brochure. 
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services.  
1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA 071817

rider and $40 for rider and passenger. 
All bikes are welcome. Pre-registration: 
Visit www.mountkiscolionsclub.org. Info: 
Contact Bob Scopelliti at 914-760-0014. 

Italian Heritage Festival. Music 
and dance, arts and crafts and food 
vendors. Bring blankets and folding 
chairs. Rain or shine. Kensico Dam 
Plaza, 1 Bronx Parkway, Valhalla. 12 to 7 
p.m. Free admission and parking. Info:  
914-231-4033. 

Arab-American Heritage Festival. 
Music and entertainment, crafts and food 
vendors. Ridge Road Park, Hartsdale. 12 
to 7 p.m. Free admission. Info: 914-864-
PARK.

Butterflies, Bees and Birds in the 
Native Plant Meadow. Visit the center’s 
meadow with a naturalist who will fill 
you in on the intricacies of life in this 
rich ecosystem — who does what, who 
eats who and how all these living things 
interact and depend upon each other. 
Enter the butterfly exhibit for a close 
encounter with butterflies. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 

1 p.m. Members: $5. Non-members: 
$8. Info: 914-723-3470  or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Jam Session. Sunday  nights at The 
Haven at Lagond,  each week spotlights 
a different genre  and well-known guest 
musicians. This Sunday features Funk/
Soul. Anyone with a desire to play – 18+ 
over - can join the jam on stage and sit in 
with peers as well as have an opportunity 
to meet and play with professional 
musicians.  Adult players of all levels are 
welcome as well as spectators. Doors open 
at 7 p.m. Musicians are brought up on a 
first come first serve basis. The Haven at 
Lagond Music School is located at 9 Haven 
Street, Elmsford. Visit www.lagondmusic.
org to find out about special guest artists.

Monday, July 24
Young Explorers Story Time. Nature 

discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests or 
landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is 
spent outdoors. For children three to 
five years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 
per child. Non-member: $12 per child. 

Every Monday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Jazz at Henry Gourdine Park: Erik 
Lawrence Quartet. The second of four 
Monday night jazz concerts. Presented by 
New York-Presbyterian. Henry Gourdine 
Park at the Riverfront, Ossining. 6:30 
p.m. Free. (Concert will be moved to the 
Joseph G. Caputo Community Center, 95 
Broadway, Ossining in the event of rain.) 
Info: Visit www.jazzforumarts.org.

continued from page 12
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EX AMINER SPORTS
NY Liberty Tina Charles an All-Star in Many Ways!
By Albert Coqueran

NY Liberty Center Tina Charles has 
been selected to her fifth WNBA All-
Star Team this year, while playing in 
only her seventh season in the WNBA. 
Furthermore, the Liberty’s 6’4” center was 
selected to the All-Star Starting Line-up 
for the third time in her career. 

Charles, the 2012 WNBA Most Valuable 
Player, was second in the WNBA fan vote 
for the Eastern Conference, first in the 
media vote and first in the players vote 
with the new selection process instituted 
by the WNBA this year.

“It is a blessing, when it came to starting 
everybody had a vote so just to be voted 
by my piers means the world to me. I 
am looking forward to having fun and 
enjoying the time,” stated Charles.

The fans contributed 50% of the votes 
to determine the WNBA Starters, while 
current WNBA players and a panel of 
media members accounted for 25% each 
of the votes cast. 

Relative to the growth of the WNBA 
in its 21 years of existence; the All-Star 
voting doubled this year in comparison 
to the voting for the 2015 All-Star Game. 
Fans cast 604,680 votes this year for the 
Eastern and Western Conference All-Star 
Starters, compared to 280,670 in 2015. 
There was no All Star Game last year due 
to the Olympics.  

“It shows the growth of the league 
and how many individuals are paying 
attention to us. The WNBA is doing a great 
job supporting and promoting us. I am 
thankful for their support,” commented 
Charles.

The Verizon 2017 WNBA All-Star 
Game will be played on Saturday, July 22, 

at Key Arena, in Seattle, Washington. The 
WNBA All-Star Game will be televised 
live on WABC, with a game time of 3:30 
p.m.

Besides Charles, the starters for the 
Eastern Conference include, Elena Delle 
Donne of the Washington Mystics, 
Tiffany Hayes of the Atlanta Dream and 
Jonquel Jones and Jasmine Thomas of the 
Connecticut Sun.

The Western Conference All Stars are 
led by Sue Bird from the Seattle Storm, 
who will host the 14th Annual WNBA 
All-Star Game. Bird was selected to her 

10th All Star Game, which ties retired 
legend Tamika Catchings for the most in 
WNBA history. It is the eighth time Bird 
was selected as a Starter.

Also selected as Starters for the 
Western Conference are Diana Taurasi, 
of the Phoenix Suns, Maya Moore and 
Sylvia Fowles of the Minnesota Lynx and 
Candace Parker of the Los Angeles Sparks.

The Western All Stars will be coached 
by Minnesota Lynx Head Coach Cheryl 
Reeve and the Eastern All Stars will be led 
by NY Liberty Head Coach Bill Laimbeer, 
as the Lynx and the Liberty sustained the 
best records in their conferences in 2016.

Laimbeer is not so thrilled about flying 
out to Seattle for the game and admits he 
could use the rest. “I would rather have 
the days off; it is a long season and we 
look forward to days off but I have to go 
do this,” commented Laimbeer.

However, Laimbeer is thrilled for 
Charles, who he designates as the hardest 
working player in the WNBA. “There is no 
question that Tina deserves to be an All-
Star every time. No player works harder 
or means more to their team than Tina 

Charles,” acknowledged Laimbeer.
On July 6, Charles became the Liberty 

franchise leader in rebounding, while 
posting her seventh double-double of the 
season with 29 points and 12 rebounds 
in a win against the Storm. Charles 
(1,096) passed Liberty legend Vickie 
Johnson, (1,053), for the franchise leader 
in rebounding. Johnson is presently the 
Head Coach of the San Antonio Stars.

Charles, after ending last season as the 
WNBA scoring and rebounding leader, is 
presently second in the league in scoring, 
averaging over 20 points per game and 
third in rebounding with 9.5 per game.

However, even more praiseworthy than 
her consistent WNBA league leading 
performances, are Charles’s charitable 
endeavors. Charles started Hopey’s Heart 
Foundation in April 2013, in memory of 
her late aunt Maureen “Hopey” Vaz, who 
passed away due to multiple organ failure 
on March 9, 2013.

Hopey’s Heart was 
founded to prevent 
Sudden Cardiac Arrest 
deaths concerning 
promising student 
athletes. Besides Charles 
late aunt “Hopey” who 
was known for her 
giving heart, she was 
influenced to form the 
charity after the death 
of Wes Leonard, an up 
and coming high school 
basketball player in 
Michigan, who died of 
Sudden Cardiac Arrest 
at the end of a basketball 
game in March 2011. 
A defibrillator on site 
would have saved his life.

Hopey’s Heart Foundation provides 
Automatic External Defibrillators, as 
well as CPR Training to prevent heart 
ailments and other injures in student and 
amateur athletes. Hopey’s Heart is also 
raising awareness of SCA, through the 
provision of health education and medical 
equipment donated nationally to schools, 
community centers and recreational 
facilities.

“I just believe that I am doing God’s will 
for my life that is all it is about for me. I 
never want to be defined by what I do and 
the sport I play and Hopey’s Heart gives 
me an outlet to show who I really am,” 
said Charles.

Charles donated half of her WNBA 
salary to Hopey’s Heart when it was 
formed in 2013. However, this season 
and for the past two seasons, Charles has 
donated her entire WNBA salary to her 
Hopey’s Heart Foundation.

The “Thrust” and the “Brain Trust” of  the NY Liberty, center Tina Charles (left) and Head Coach Bill 
Laimbeer (right) respectively, go over strategy at the MSG Training Center in Tarrytown, on Thursday, 
before they played the Chicago Sky, at MSG, on Friday. 

The NY Liberty are still one-for-all-and-all-for-one as they displayed while wrapping-up practice at the 
MSG Training Center in Tarrytown on Thursday. The Liberty are presently 9-9, this season, after losing 
to the Chicago Sky, 78-68, on Friday, then bouncing back strong to beat the Washington Mystics, 85-
55, on Sunday, at MSG. 

 NY Liberty Head Coach Bill Laimbeer will lead the Eastern Conference 
All-Stars against the Western All-Stars, in Seattle, on Saturday, July 22, 
in the 2017 Verizon WNBA All-Star Game. The only question now is can 
he lead the Ladies of  Liberty in the second-half  of  this season to their 
first WNBA Championship. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS
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PORSCHE BOXSTER
G I V E AW A Y

Join the Empire Club and receive 1 entry for
every 100 Empire Points earned From July 1st- July 31st

MONDAY, JULY 31ST • 7PM
GRAND PRIZE DRAWING

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A
 NEW PORSCHE BOXSTER

Must be an Empire Club Member. Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.


