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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2

Page 13

By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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Appellate Court Rules Against 
Gedney Association, Favors FASNY

By Dandre Chery-Richards
On Wednesday night the White Plains 

Council of Neighborhood Associations 
(WPCNA) held its monthly meeting, 
inviting the White Plains Professional 
Firefighters of the International 
Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF) 
Local 274 to speak. With over 60 people 
in attendance, alerted to the meeting 
by online announcements, the fire 
department brought to attention staffing 
issues they have been fighting over 10 
years.

“We (the fire department) are in unison 
that things have to change for the better,” 
said Kevin Clampet Secretary Treasurer 
of the White Plains Firefighters Union.

Currently the White Plains Fire 
Department operates with a total 
of 137 firefighters. In 2003 the fire 
department ran 169 firefighters deep. 

Due to downsizing, 
firetruck ladder 34 
was shut down 316 
days in 2016 and 25 
days so far in 2017.

“I was amazed to 
find out the ladder 
truck that protects 
our area was shut 
down so much of 
the time,” resident 
Barbara Moach 
said.

A record of over 
4,300 fire alarms 
were responded 
to by the fire 
department in 2016. 
The number of 
alarms increased 30 
percent compared 

to 2003. 
Last month the fire department 

responded to the 203 Mamaroneck 
Avenue fire. Despite arriving within two 
minutes of the call, they had to call on 
neighboring fire departments for backup.

“This fire wasn’t major and we were 
screaming for help,” Vice President of the 
Union, Kevin Heffernan said.

No civilians were hurt in the apartment 
fire but one fireman suffered a leg injury. 
The families of the apartment building 
have been displaced for the time being.

“Everybody does a lot of talking about 
first responders and we screw them over 
and it’s wrong,” Moach said.

After trying to speak with government 
officials about the issue, the fire 
department is now being more vocal 
about being understaffed. They plan to Representatives of  the White Plains Fire Department spoke about the need 

for increased staffing at the Feb. 15 WPCNA meeting.
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By Pat Casey
In a decision filed Feb. 15, a four-

judge panel of the Appellate Division of 
the State Supreme Court unanimously 
upheld an earlier Supreme Court ruling 
that there was no basis to the Gedney 
Association’s claim that the White Plains 
Common Council’s December 19, 
2013 vote to adopt a findings statement 
pursuant to the State Environmental 
Quality Review Act (SEQRA) regarding 
the French American School of New 
York’s (FASNY) proposal to build a 
school in White Plains at the site of the 
former Ridgeway Country Club, violated 
the State’s Open Meetings Law.

The Gedney Association had asked 
for more transparency in the way White 
Plains Council decisions are made on 
several occasions, and ultimately filed the 

lawsuit claiming the open meetings law 
had been violated. 

The Appellate Court stated that the 
vote on December 19, 2013 by the 
White Plains Common Council to adopt 
the positive environmental findings 
statement for the planned School was 
“publicly voted upon. Accordingly, no 
violation of the Open Meetings Law 
occurred.”

The Court further explained that the 
term “Meeting” is defined as “the official 
convening of a public body for the 
purpose of conducting public business. 
The statute does not apply only to formal 
or regular meetings, but to any gathering 
or meeting of a quorum of a public  
body for the purpose of transacting 

By Anna Young
Westchester residents and local 

organizations assembled Monday 
afternoon in White Plains in support 
of civil and human rights protesting 
President Donald Trump’s executive 
order to restrict travel by refugees and 
immigrants from seven predominantly 
Muslim countries. 

Carrying signs saying, “Keep families 
together,” and chanting slogans such as 
“No hate, no fear, everyone is welcome 
here,” close to 200 local residents 
gathered at the Renaissance Plaza 
fountain standing together in support of 
The Immigration Protection Act. 

The Westchester Democratic Caucus 
recently sponsored the Immigration 
Protection Act at the Board of Legislature, 
an act that would prevent county 

resources from being used for federal 
immigration enforcement policies. 

Majority Leader Catherine Borgia 
(D-Ossining) believes enacting this 
bill will reduce the terror that is felt by 
legal and undocumented immigrants in 
Westchester County who feel they have 
to stay hidden. 

“Working all together is the way to 
make us safe, not to have a militarized 
police force that rounds people up based 
on what they believe, by the way a person 
looks or by what their last name is,” 
Borgia said at the Feb. 20 demonstration. 

While Borgia is confident the bill will 
pass, she anticipates County Executive 
Rob Astorino will veto the measure. 

The White Plains protest began as 
part of the Justice Monday movement, 
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White Plains Fire House Staffing Issues Heat Up
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Appellate Court Rules Against Gedney Association, Favors FASNY
continued from page 1

continue their social media campaign 
and speak to other neighborhood 
associations as well.

“Just because we can get the job 
done doesn’t mean we are completely 
(equipped) to get the job done,” Union 
Executive Board Trustee, Kris Eifler said. 

“We are not operating safely compared 
to other departments in this country 
and according to other standards of 
firefighting.”

The Insurance Services Offices (ISO) 
grades the White Plains Fire Department 
at class 1 the highest of all ratings. 
According to Heffernan, during the ISO’s 
last evaluation they did not step into one 
firehouse. Eifler suggests, the ISO rating 
is inflated and the department doesn’t 

meet the criteria of OSHA and PESH 
standards. 

“There’s so much going on in the city 
and so much development but there’s 
really no risk assessment on how it will 
affect the infrastructure of the city and 
the safety of the people who live here,” 

resident Ellen Berger 
said.

Not in attendance 
were any of the officials 
familiar with the issue, 
including Deputy 
Commissioner of 
Public Safety James 
M. Bradley and Fire 
Bureau Chief Richard 
Lyman. WPCNA 
Co-President Todd 
Gordon said the 
WPCNA would like 
them to have their 
own forum and get 
their side of the story.

Bradley recently 
stated that the city 
would hire 12 new 
members to the fire 

department on March 10. But the fire 
department insists this is not a full 
complement of firefighters. That number 
would be 169 firefighters similar to the 
number they had in 2003.

“Over the last 10 years we have been 
very lucky to not have lost any citizens 
or firefighters,” Eifler said. ”Our main 
goal is to protect lives and we feel that 
goal is in jeopardy because of the way we 
operate.”

Residents and neighborhood association members expressed their 
concern about the staffing issues brought to their attention, but also 
want to hear from city administration about their plans.

public business.” 
The Court determined that the Gedney 

Association’s suit failed to support their 
allegations that revisions to a draft findings 
statement, which were made between a 
noticed public meeting held on December 
9, 2013, and a noticed public meeting held 
on December 19, 2013, violated the Open 
Meetings Law. 

The Court further determined that the 
evidence demonstrates that the revisions 
were based upon discussions between 
members of the Common Council, 
individually, and the Corporation 
Counsel for the City, that no quorum 
of the Common Council was present 
at the time of these discussions, and 
that the revisions to the draft findings 
statement were posted on the website for 
the City in advance of the December 19, 
2013, public meeting. A quorum of the 
Common Council thereafter convened 
at the scheduled public meeting held on 
December 19, 2013, and publicly voted 
upon the resolution adopting the findings 
statement. 

The Gedney neighborhood association, 
which has sued the city in the past is 

determined to legally counter moves by 
both FASNY and the White Plains City 
government to move an “Alternative Plan,” 
which would limit FASNY development 
to only a portion of the property under 
application, and change the established 
status of the entire FASNY property as an 
Environmentally Sensitive Site.

In response to last week’s Court 
decision, which also requires the Gedney 
Association to pay FASNY and the City 
for the costs of bringing their failed legal 
action, the following media statement 
was circulated by the neighborhood 
association.  

“The recent decision by the Appellate 
Division of the New York State Supreme 
Court concerns a procedural matter 
regarding the environmental findings 
adopted by the City of White Plains more 
than three years ago in connection with 
the French-American School of New York 
(FASNY) project.”

  “Even more importantly, this appeal 
was related to the earlier site plan review 
process.

This court decision has absolutely no 
impact whatsoever on the current site 

plan that is being reviewed by the Mayor 
and Common Council, a process that still 
needs to be completed and will involve a 
future public hearing that will allow the 
voices of the community to be heard.”

“The Gedney Association, representing 
more than 1,500 local residents, will 
continue to vigorously oppose FASNY’s ill-
conceived plan because this development, 
if built, will create dangerous and 
hazardous traffic conditions to drivers, 
bikers, school children and pedestrians 
as well as increased response times 
for emergency service providers.  The 
project, will also cause environmental, 
and economic/quality of life issues that 
will adversely affect citizens throughout 
the White Plains area,” the Gedney 
Association statement concluded.

John Botti, a White Plains resident 
and member of the FASNY Board of 
Trustees who is overseeing the planning 
for the new School and conservancy, 
said in a statement prepared after the 
Court’s decision: “Once again the Gedney 
Association leadership has brought 
frivolous and ill-conceived litigation that 
is a complete waste of time, energy, and 
money – the City’s taxpayers’ money, 
and their own members’ money. The 
Gedney Association is 0 for 4 in Court.” 
The Honorable Joan Lefkowitz previously 
described efforts to block the School as “a 
war of attrition.”

 “This was an absurd claim from the 
beginning. Clearly, the City followed a 
process and had been fully transparent 
in its discussions and voting on the 
Environmental Findings. For the Gedney 
Association to file their initial lawsuit 
and then, even after being admonished 
by the Supreme Court, to file a costly 
appeal, is simply a continuation of the 
legal harassment the Gedney leaders 

have resorted to in a misguided effort to 
obstruct and delay the School’s legal rights. 
FASNY is pleased with the Appellate 
Court victory and remains confident in 
the merits of our application. We’re fully 
committed to our School and Park and to 
becoming a vital part of the White Plains 
community,” Botti continued.

When the White Plains Council voted 
to engage in the stipulation settlement 
in September 2016, it conceptually 
agreed that the new FASNY proposal was 
reasonable, but remained subject to the 
normal legal review process.

The current proposal is limited to 29 
acres in the area known as Parcel A with 
remaining areas either left alone and 
maintained by FASNY or part of a public 
conservancy, which is also maintained by 
FASNY.

School classes have been limited to 
middle and high school grades, with 
a student cap at 640, down from 950. 
Nursery and elementary school students 
will remain at other FASNY locations in 
Westchester.

The building footprint and athletic 
field design remain the same for Parcel A, 
minus a back box theater.

Hathaway Lane, the subject of much 
controversy over its potential closing 
during public commentary on the original 
plan will remain open.

Proposed access to the school property 
has been moved from North Street to 
Ridgeway with a gated entrance. All bus 
and car traffic flow for student drop-off 
and pick-up has been accommodated on 
the property. Vehicle trips reduced from 
530 to 415 in a one-hour timeframe. 
Parking has also been reduced. All athletic 
fields have no lighting and no amplified 
sound, and 75-foot setbacks and screening 
have remained in the new proposal.

‘Justice Monday’ Rally Supports Immigrant Protection
continued from page 1
an effort that Westchester for Change, 
a group of community activists who 
work for progressive, social and political 

change, started as a way to stand up 
against bigotry, racism, misogyny, and 
marginalization of any people in the 

country. 
“We are here on 

President’s Day because 
the president has to 
follow the law and the 
constitution,” Susan 
Van Dolsen, member of 
Westchester for Change 
said. 

As protestors waved 
their signs taking turns 
speaking, passing cars 
honked their horns in 
solidarity. 

“We must be vigilant, 
our strongest weapon 
is our ability to hold 
our elected officials to 
account with our vote,” The Justice Monday movement in White Plains attracted about 200 

people this week in support of  the Westchester Democratic Caucus’ 
Immigration Protection Act.
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Lunch is on us when you take a tour of Seaside Village.                                                                                         
Come see our beautiful new condos and stay for lunch. You’ll love the roomy 

master suites, 2 bedrooms for family or guests and 2 full baths. 
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Prices Start at $269,000*   
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“We Deliver Comfort”

Pace Students, Murphy Team Up on Elephant Performance Ban Bill
By Anna Young

Ringling Brothers Circus will have its 
last performance this spring after more 
than a century of entertainment. A group 
of Pace University students are working to 
make sure it will soon be the last time that 
elephants will be used to perform in New 
York State.

Students at Pace’s Dyson College of 
Arts & Environmental Policy Clinic are 
pressing to make sure that legislation 
they proposed banning elephants from 
performing in New York will pass both 
houses of the state legislature and signed 
into law.

Under the supervision of faculty 
members John Cronin and Michelle Land, 
the students have been working since 
2014 to create the Elephant Protection 
Act, a measure that would ban the 
use of elephants in entertainment acts 
throughout the state.  

With state Sen. Terrence Murphy 
(D-Yorktown) sponsoring the legislation, 
students presented their bill to the Senate 
last June. It received unanimous support, 
sailing through the Senate 62-0.

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin 
(D-Scarsdale) will provide additional 
support in the Assembly as students will 
spend their spring semester in Albany 
lobbying lawmakers. They hope to secure 
passage in both houses of the legislature 
by June. 

“Elephants are hunted and killed for the 

benefit of humans. We really need to go 
forward to protect those animals,” Paulin 
said. “We have institutions like the circus 
who have made animal cruelty part of 
everyday life.”

Senior David Paulstitch, who spoke on 
behalf of the students at a Feb. 17 press 
conference at Pace, said a tamed elephant 
is a tortured animal. It is trained with 
cruel techniques that involve the use of 
electric shocks, whips, metal bars, chains 
and bull hooks, which is a spiked tool, to 

control and punish, he said.
“My generation is not interested 

in watching elephants performing 
unnatural tricks for the sake of human 
entertainment, nor do we want our future 
children to think this is the value society 
places on elephants,” Paulstitch said. 

Murphy said elephants are massive 
animals that don’t belong in captivity. 
What is being done to them is disturbing 
and inhumane, he said.

The legislation calls for a $10,000 

penalty per violation. There would be 
exemptions for zoos, aquariums, wildlife 
sanctuaries and nonprofit environmental 
education programs.

Pace faculty involved in the initiative 
were heartened at the efforts being made 
by the students.

“Our students don’t just research issues 
and write policies, they create creative 
outreach and educational materials that 
support their policy work,” said Land, 
director of the Environmental Policy 
Clinic. “The Elephant Protection Act is 
a perfect example of the intelligent work 
our students do.”

Land added that the Clinic wants to see 
New York State be the first in the nation to 
ban the use of elephants in entertainment 
acts. 

If the bill is passed and signed into law 
by the governor, the elephant ban would 
become law in 2019. 

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin, third from left, and state Sen. Terrence Murphy, center, met last Friday with 
students from the Arts & Environmental Policy Clinic to move forward with their proposed legislation to 
prohibit elephants from performing anywhere in the state. 
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Vine & Co. to Host Inaugural 
Whiskey Fest This Saturday
By Anna Young

Whiskey connoisseurs will be in 
paradise if they can make it over to Vine 
& Co. on Saturday.

That’s when the Bedford Hills wine 
and spirits shop will host its first-ever 
Whiskey Fest featuring more than 40 
types of the alcoholic beverage. 

Patrons will have the chance to sample, 
experience and learn about distinct 
expressions of whiskey. 

With whiskey sales increasing steadily 
each year, Vine & Co. operations manager 
JJ Berlingo said it was the right time to 
host a free, fun and informative event that 
celebrates the diversity of whiskey. 

“There’s so many different expressions 
of brown spirits and we’re excited to give 
people the opportunity to sample things 
they never would have before,” Berlingo 
said. “People sometimes don’t drink 
certain spirits thinking they can’t afford 
it, and this is their opportunity to sample 
it and find something that’s good for their 
palate.”

Nine vendors will be on hand for the 
event, including Martin Scott Wines, 
Domain Select Wine Estates, Blueprint 
Spirits, Taconic Distillery, Opici Wines, 
StillTheOne Spirits and Empire Spirits. 
There will be explanations of the different 
styles and expressions of the select craft 
American, Scotch, Irish and Japanese 
whiskeys.

Representatives from Haus Aplenz will 
also be in attendance demonstrating how 
to craft the perfect mixed drink pairing 
whiskey with vermouth amaro. 

Pour, the Mount Kisco wine bar and 
eatery, will cater the event, preparing a 
menu of small plates to go with the array 
of whiskeys that will be displayed and 
tasted. 

The Whiskey Fest will be held on Feb. 
25 from 3 to 6 p.m. at Vine and Co., 
located at 741 Bedford Rd. in Bedford 
Hills. For more information call 914-666-
7272, visit www.vineandcompany.com or 
e-mail to info@vineandcompany.com
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We’re here for your call.
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Attend a seminar and start 
learning about Medicare 

Health Plan options

For more information on seminar dates and times in 
a diner in your community, please call: 718.484.5000 
(ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

Are you or  
a loved one  
turning 65?
If you or someone you know is turning 65, there are many 
options from Original Medicare to a Medicare Advantage Plan 
which offers benefits above and beyond Original Medicare.

Join us for formal presentations with our licensed Senior 
Benefits Advisors to discuss enrollment options in AgeWell  
New York’s Medicare Advantage Plans. Learn about covered 
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Justice Monday Rally Supports Immigrant Protection
continued from page 2

said Myra Saul, member of Westchester 
for Change, who added that no elected 
official, not even the president is above 
the law. 

“All men and woman are created equal, 
our allegiance is not to an individual but 

to the founding ideals 
of our country,” Laurie 
Puhn Feinstein, Founder 
of Not in Our Towns: 
Westchester United 
Against Hate, said before 
leading attendees in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Feinstein added that 
we’re in a universe we have 
never been in before and 
if we don’t have officials at 
the local level protecting 
it’s constituents, we’re 
going to face serious 
consequences. 

Zeltzyn Sanchez, 
member of Sustainable 
Port Chester Alliance 
agreed stating, as a 
Mexican immigrant 
we deserve rights and 
families in Westchester 
and all over the county 
need to be kept together. 

“The only way to 
make America great is 
to encourage those who 

we’ve always encouraged by 
our ideals and those ideals are what make 
us,” Majorie Miller said. “We have no one 
single national background, the rest of us 
are all immigrants from somewhere and 
that’s what’s made American great.”

Mother and daughter activists, Sara and Elizabeth Weale.



5February 21 - February 27, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com

SMALL NEWS 
 IS BIG NEWS

February 24-26, 2017
WESTCHESTER COUNTY CENTER

White Plains, NY 

Local National Guard Soldier Wins Best of Brigade 
Earlier this month at Fort Drum, 

Mitchell Stogel of White Plains won a 
New York Army National Guard soldier 
competition as Best of the Brigade for 
Non Commissioned Officers (NCOs). 
He will advance to the National Guard’s 
statewide competition.

Stogel is one of 12 Soldiers from the 
New York Army National Guard’s 27th 
Infantry Brigade Combat Team who vied 
to be the best in the brigade.

Each of the brigade’s six battalions sent 
two finalists to compete in the three-day 
competition. One Soldier competed in 
the junior enlisted category for Soldiers 
in the rank of specialist and below and 
one competed in the noncommissioned 
officer category for sergeants to sergeants 
first class.

Just making it to the brigade-level 
competition is an accomplishment in 
itself, said 27th Infantry Brigade Sgt. 
Major Thomas Ciampolillo. A Soldier has 
to be selected first by their company and 
then compete and win their respective 
battalion best warrior competition, he 
said.

Selected as the best in the brigade were 
Cpl. Mitchell Cooper, an infantryman 
assigned to Delta Company, 2nd Battalion, 
108th Infantry Regiment from Camillus, 
N.Y., and Sgt. Mitchell Stogel, from White 
Plains, an infantryman assigned to the 
Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 
69th Infantry Regiment.

During the competition the soldiering 
skills of each contestant were put to  
the test. 

The first hurdle was a formal military 
board comprised of all the 27th IBCT 
battalion command sergeants major and 
presided over by Ciampolillo.

During the board the Soldiers were 
tested on their knowledge of Army 
policies, regulations, and history.

Following the board, the Soldiers 
participated in a hands-on weapons 
evaluation. 

After the weapons portion of the 
competition, armed with only a compass, 
protractor and map, the Soldiers put 
their orienteering skills to the test by 
completing a land navigation course.

The most strenuous part of the 
competition was the eight-mile ruck 
march. With a 35-pound rucksack on 
their backs, each of the contestants was 
up before daybreak to complete the 
competition's final event. 

After completing all of the above events 
as well as the Army Physical Fitness Test 
and written exam, the two winners were 
selected and announced. 

Cooper and Stogel will represent the 
27th IBCT as they advance to the statewide 
competition scheduled for early March 
where they will compete against Soldiers 
representing the 53rd Troop Command, 
Joint Force Headquarters, and the 42nd 
Infantry Division.

The winners of that competition face off 

against the best National Guard Soldiers 
and NCOs from other northeast states in 
a bid to be the best in the Army National 
Guard and the Army.

This past November, Stogel won a 
similar competition at the Battalion level. 
That honor earned him a free trip to 
Ireland this spring.

A 2008 graduate of White Plains High 
School, Stogel served 3-1/2 years in the 
regular Army, including a nine-month 
tour in Afghanistan. He is currently an 
honors  student majoring in Architecture 
at NYIT.

Mitchell is the son of Chris and Chuck 
Stogel of White Plains.

Source: NYS Division of Military and 
Naval Affairs

Sgt. Mitchell Stogel, an infantryman assigned to Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry 
Regiment, 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, New York Army National Guard performs a functions 
check on an M2A1 machine gun during the 27th IBCT best warrior competition at Fort Drum. N.Y., 
Feb. 11. Stogel won the competition for top NCO. During the competition, Soldiers were tested on their 
military knowledge and physical endurance.

SPC. ALEXANDER RECTOR PHOTO
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White Plains Neighbors ACT “Thrilled” 
By Appellate Court Decision

White Plains High 
School Hall of Fame 
Seeks Nominations 

A New Westchester County Guide to African American History

Letters Policy
We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 
editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to  
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.  

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide their 

name, address and contact information. 

On behalf of the thousand-plus 
members of White Plains Neighbors ACT, 
we are thrilled by the City’s and FASNY’s 
victory against the Gedney Association 
in Appellate Court  Wednesday. Enough 
is enough already. We want the Park and 
the School in our City of White Plains. 
We also do not want any more of our 
taxpayer money to get wasted fighting the 
endless legal obstacles that the Gedney 
Association has relentlessly pursued. 

The Gedney Association has failed on 
every one of their legal actions. It’s time 
to move on. The City and School settled 
on a much smaller plan that should 
make everyone happy. We encourage our 
elected officials to now follow through on 
the FASNY Settlement and approve the 
School and Park. 

–Marc Siegel, White Plains Neighbors 
ACT Communications Team

In celebration of Black History Month, 
Westchester County Executive Rob 
Astorino was joined last week by Barbara 
Edwards, Esq., Chair of the Westchester 
County African American Advisory 
Board, at the Jay Heritage Center in Rye, 
to unveil the new Westchester County 
Guide to African American History and 
Heritage and to announce this year’s 
Trailblazer Award winners. 

“Black History Month is a time 
to celebrate and reflect on the many 
contributions African Americans have 
made throughout the United States,” 
said Astorino. “Westchester County is 
home to several unique sites for visitors 
to observe this important month and 
our updated Guide to African American 
Heritage and History is a roadmap to 
discover the rich African American 
culture in our backyard.” 

The guide, produced by the Westchester 
County Office of Tourism & Film, 
maps various historical destinations 
throughout the county that date back 
to the 17th century. Natasha Caputo, 
Director of the Office of Tourism & Film, 
said this guide is designed to give visitors 
and residents the best way to explore the 
county’s historical landmarks. 

“This guide gives visitors and residents 

alike a comprehensive way to follow our 
African American trail and explore the 
great historical landmarks we have here 
in Westchester,” said Caputo. “Not only 
does the guide have information about 
each destination on the trail, but we have 
included a map, information on events, 
art exhibits, notable Westchester residents 
and information on transportation and 
accommodations.”

Astorino also highlighted four 
landmarks on the trail: The Jay Heritage 
Center, located in Rye, not only is the 
childhood home of Founding Father 
John Jay, but it was the home of several 
generations of people, both free and 
enslaved, who worked for the Jay 
family. John Jay was the founder of the 
Manumission Society of New York, 
which advocated for the abolition 
of slavery and established schools to 
educate free African Americans. The Jay 
Heritage Center houses various artifacts, 
including a manumission document 
declaring freedom for a Westchester 
slave.

Philipsburg Manor in Sleepy Hollow, 
a property of Historic Hudson Valley, 
is a nationally significant late 17th and 
early 18th century milling and trading 
complex that was part of a vast 52,000-

acre estate owned by the Anglo-Dutch 
Philipse family. Enslaved individuals of 
African descent operated the commercial 
center of the estate in what is now the 
village of Sleepy Hollow.

Philipse Manor Hall in Yonkers, listed 
in the National Register of Historic 
places, served as the Lower Mill complex 
for Philipsburg Manor in the 17th 
century and contributed significantly 
to the development of New York’s 
commercial life. The records of their 
business and lives indicate that enslaved 
Africans were vital to their success and 
the development of Westchester.

St. Paul’s Church in Mount Vernon, 
a National Historic Site, was the center 
of community life in the 18th and 19th 
century.  Many of the 9,000 interred in 
the cemetery are persons of African 
descent buried here in the 19th and 
20th centuries. The church records at 
St. Paul’s include the sexton’s book and 
burial records denoting the race of those 
entered into the historic graveyard.

In addition to promoting the history 
and heritage of African Americans in 
Westchester, Astorino and Edwards 
announced the honorees for this year’s 
Trailblazer Award ceremony. 

For the past 18 years, Westchester 

County honors individual African 
Americans each year with this award 
for their commitment to service, and 
generous use of their talent, which 
together create a bright future for us 
all. Edwards, who has worked with the 
county to coordinate the Trailblazer 
Awards for the past 18 years, spoke about 
the significance of the Awards and how it 
has shaped the county.  

“The history of African Americans in 
Westchester has significantly shaped the 
development and richness of Westchester 
County," said Ms. Edwards. "The 2017 
Trailblazers, who will be honored this 
next week, inspire us by continuing the 
legacy of our ancestors’ perseverance, 
while making a positive impact for future 
generations.

The 2017 Trailblazer Awards Honorees 
are: The Elizabeth Catlett Award For Arts 
and Culture – Vinnie Bagwell; The Betty 
Shabazz Award For Civic Engagement 
– Eddie Mae Barnes; The Rev. L. Alger 
Adams Award For Publishing – Sandra 
Blackwell; The Robert C. Weaver Award 
For Housing – Mack Carter; The Whitney 
M. Young, Jr. Award For Human Services  
– Nathaniel Fields; The Dr. Valiere 
Alcena Award For Health Services – 
Judith Watson, RN.

The White Plains High School Hall of 
Fame Steering Committee announced 
that nominations are being sought for 
the 2017 White Plains High School Hall 
of Fame.

The Hall of Fame pays tribute to White 
Plains High School alumni/ae who 
have distinguished themselves in their 
chosen career and/or have significantly 
and positively impacted the lives of 
others. Any graduate of White Plains 
High School is eligible for nomination. 
Posthumous recognition is granted.  

Seventy-four distinguished White 
Plains High School graduates have been 
inducted into the Hall of Fame at special 
ceremonies held at the High School. The 
next Induction Ceremony will be held in 
the fall.  

Nomination forms are available at all 
White Plains Public Schools, the White 
Plains Public Library, the Slater Center, 
the YMCA and the YWCA.

Forms can also be found online at  
www.whiteplainspublicschools.org 
under “District Info.”  Nominations to 
be considered for 2017 are due April 21, 
2017.  Please call 
422-2013 for more 
information or email 
WPHSHallofFame@
aol.com.
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Driver Charged with Assault After Car Chase 
on the Hutch

A Connecticut man faced numerous 
criminal charges after he led Westchester 
County Police on a chase Feb. 15 on the 
Hutchinson River Parkway, rammed two 
police cars and injured several officers 
before being subdued and placed under 
arrest. Three police officers – two from 
Westchester County and one from 
Harrison – were injured in the incident, 
which occurred about 9 p.m.

James Rozsa, 24, of Norwalk, was 
charged with Assault 2nd Degree, a felony, 
and Reckless Endangerment, Unlawful 
Fleeing a Police Officer in a Motor 
Vehicle, Reckless Driving and Aggravated 
Unlicensed Operation of a Motor Vehicle 
3rd Degree, misdemeanors.   

Rozsa was also charged with Unlawful 
Possession of Marijuana, a violation, 
after a small amount of marijuana was 
found in his car. He was issued multiple 
summonses for various Vehicle and 
Traffic Law violations, including speeding, 
following too closely, unsafe lane change, 
driving on the shoulder and leaving the 
scene of a property damage accident.  

Rozsa was arraigned Feb. 16 in Harrison 
Town Court.

The incident began shortly before 
9 p.m. when a motorist flagged down 
Westchester County Police Officer Jerome 

Schulman III on 
the eastbound 
Cross County 
Parkway in Mount 
Vernon to report 
that a white sedan 
had rear-ended 
her car and fled the 
scene. 

Schulman began 
a canvass of the 
Cross County 
Parkway and the 
northbound Hutchinson River Parkway 
when he observed a white Honda sedan 
traveling at a high-rate of speed near 
Wilmot Road in New Rochelle. The driver 
was weaving in and out of traffic, cutting 
off other cars and changing lanes without 
signaling.

Schulman activated his patrol car’s lights 
and sirens but the driver of the white sedan 
refused to pull over. The driver eventually 
stopped briefly near Mamaroneck Road 
in Scarsdale but took off again. At North 
Street in Harrison, the sedan drove on the 
shoulder and on the grass to get around 
slower-moving traffic. In this area, Rozsa 
rammed two Westchester County police 
cars and attempted to strike a Harrison 
Police Department patrol car.

He was eventually forced to a stop near 
Lincoln Avenue in Harrison, where he 

was combative with multiple Westchester 
County and Harrison police officers 
while being placed under arrest. Three 
officers, two from the county and one 
from Harrison, were injured during 
the incident and were treated at local 
hospitals. The two damaged county police 
vehicles were towed from the scene.
Guilty Verdict in Shooting Death of Iona 
College Student

Stivenson Desir (DOB 11/12/96) of New 
Rochelle, was found guilty Feb. 14 after a 
jury trial in front of Judge Barry Warhit 
of one count of Murder in the Second 
Degree, a class “A” Felony, and two counts 
of Criminal Possession of a Weapon in the 
Second Degree, class “C” Felonies, in the 
death of Brandon Lawrence.  

On April 3, 2016 at approximately 3:17 
a.m., the New Rochelle Police Department 
received several 911 calls reporting that 
shots had been fired in Lincoln Park. 
When they arrived on the scene, they 
found the victim lying face down in the 
center field area of the ball field. The 
victim was pronounced dead at the scene.

An intensive investigation carried out 
by the New Rochelle Police Department 
and the Westchester County District 
Attorney’s Office revealed that both the 
victim and the defendant had attended a 
party hours earlier at an apartment in the 
city described as off campus housing used 

by Iona College.
Following the 

party, a group of 
five male attendees 
including the 
victim and the 
defendant, went 
to Lincoln Park. 
While at the park, 
two of the men 
engaged in a pre-
arranged fistfight. 

As they were 
watching, the defendant pulled a handgun 
and fired at the victim, hitting him once in 
the torso resulting in his death.

Later that day, the defendant was located 
at his apartment by New Rochelle Police 
and placed under arrest. The Defendant’s 
remand continues. He will be sentenced 
on May 3, 2017, and faces 25 years to life 
in state prison. 

Advertise in 
The White Plains 
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914-864-0878 
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year
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Carol Van Scoyoc Esq.
Carol Lynn Van Scoyoc, of White 

Plains, passed away February 12. She was 
56. Carol was born February 16, 1960 in 
Englewood, NJ, to Elaine H. Pasqua and 
the late William E. Van Scoyoc.

For the past 22 years, from April 1995 
to the present, Carol served as the Chief 
Deputy Corporation Counsel for the City 
of White Plains. She received the Above 
the Bar Award in 2011 for Outstanding 
Public Service Attorney. She served 
as past president of the Westchester 
Bar Association, and she served as 
an Executive Committee member of 
Municipal Law Section of the New York 
State Bar Association.

Devoted daughter, sister, sister-in-law, 
aunt, and friend, Carol had two passions 
in her life, love of family and the law. Her 
professional acumen and excellence were 
only surpassed by her dedication and 
kindness to all people.

Besides her mother, Elaine, Carol is 
survived by her brother, William F. Van 
Scoyoc, and her sister, Susan J. McDonald. 
She is also the loving aunt to Melissa 
McDonald, James McDonald, Morgan 
Van Scoyoc and John McDonald.

In lieu of flowers please send donation 
to either Pace Law School, Pace University 

- Gift Processing Center P.O. Box 419268 
Boston, MA 02241-9268 www.Pace.edu/
givetopacelaw or Westchester County 
BAR Foundation c/o WCBA 1 N. 
Broadway, White Plains, NY 10601.

Marion Mulhall
Marion Esther Mulhall, a lifelong 

resident of White Plains, died February 
12, at age 98. Marion was an original 
parishioner when St. Bernard’s Church 
in White Plains opened in 1930, and 
remained a member of the parish for 
more than 87 years. 

Born on July 9, 1918, Marion was the 
daughter of the late James J. and Mary 
Murphy Mulhall. Marion graduated from 
St. John’s School in 1932, the Academy of 
Our Lady of Good Counsel in 1936, and 
Good Counsel College in 1940. 

Marion was employed as assistant 
treasurer of the Robert Sterling Clark 
Foundation in New York City for more 
than 53 years. She enjoyed the fine arts, a 
good conversation, the Jersey Shore and 
her Irish heritage. Marion was extremely 
close to her family and attended many 
family gatherings and celebrations. 

She is survived by her sister, Marjorie 
A. Bause, and her brother-in-law, Richard 
M. Bause, both of Ossining,. Her brother 

James J. Mulhall passed away in 2004. 
Marion is survived by eight nieces and 

nephews, all formerly of White Plains: 
J. Brian Mulhall of Falmouth, Mass., 
Marianne Mulhall Hoffkins of Rush, NY, 
Rita (Ellen) Mulhall Lobel of Larchmont, 
NY, Andrew J. Mulhall of Bethel, Ct., 
Richard M. Bause Jr. of Hopewell Junction, 
NY, Andrea Bause Lian of Shrub Oak, 
NY, James P. Bause of Marietta, GA, and 
Aimee Bause Baxter of Pleasant Valley, 
NY. Marion is also survived by 11 grand 
nephews, 10 grand nieces, six great-grand 
nephews and 11 great-grand nieces.

In lieu of flowers, donation may be 
made to: Sisters of the Divine Compassion 
at https://donatenow.networkforgood.
org/SistersoftheDivineCompassion.

Regina Stapleton Smith
Regina Marie Stapleton Smith of White 

Plains, a former Director of Development 
at Archbishop Stepinac High School in 
White Plains and St. Joseph's Seminary 
in Yonkers, died Feb. 11 at White Plains 
Hospital. She was 67.

“Jeannie,” as she was known by 
everyone, was born October 27, 1949 in 
Philadelphia to Thomas and Margaret 
(Mahedy) Stapleton. She received 
a bachelor’s degree in history from 
Immaculata University in Pennsylvania 
in 1971 and a master's degree in political 
science from Villanova University in 
1972. Following her marriage to Russell 
M. Smith on Nov. 4, 1972, she moved to 
Westchester County, where she lived until 
her death. 

From 1996 to 1999, Jeannie served as 
Director of Development at Archbishop 
Stepinac High School, from which her 
two sons, Timmy and Andrew, graduated. 
She held the same position at St. Joseph’s 
Seminary from 1999 until 2012. While 
working at the seminary, she helped plan 
the visit of Pope Benedict XVI in April 
2008 and coordinated fund-raising, media 

relations and publications. Earlier in her 
career, she was assistant editor and then 
editor of the Help column at the then 
Gannett Westchester Newspapers, now 
The Journal News, from 1973 through 
1985. She also was an adjunct professor of 
communication at the College of Mount 
St. Vincent in Riverdale.

Jeannie was a loving wife, a devoted 
mother, and a compassionate friend to 
all. Her life was symbolized by her deep 
Catholic faith. She has joined in heaven 
her parents and her son Timmy, who died 
at age 17 on Jan. 11, 1994. 

Survivors include her husband, Russell, 
an attorney in private practice in White 
Plains, who is a former president of the 
Parish Council at Our Lady of Sorrows 
Church in White Plains and a longtime 
member of its choir; son Andrew, 
Associate Athletic Director at American 
University in Washington, DC., and his 
wife, Bridget, of Rockville, MD; daughter 
Meg Stapleton Smith of New Haven, CT, 
a Doctoral Student in Theological and 
Social Ethics at Fordham University in the 
Bronx, and granddaughter, Noelle.

Other survivors include two brothers, 
Michael (Janet) Stapleton and Thomas 
(Natalie) Stapleton, and two sisters, 
Margaret Mary Stapleton and Maryanne 
(Robert) Showalter.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to Our Lady of Sorrows School, 
888 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, 
NY 10605 or the Chaplaincy Office at 
Archbishop Stepinac High School, 950 
Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, NY 
10605.
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The Scale May Be the Home’s Most Used Gadget

Making Difficult Choices is a Lot Easier These Days

By Nick Antonaccio

Considering that one in three women 
and one out of five men in this country 
are on a diet, might the bathroom scale 
be the most utilized gadget in the home? 

I can’t speak for anyone else, but I know 
that for many years, I’ve had an almost 
unnatural relationship with my scale

Every morning I surrender myself to 
it just before jumping into the shower. 
If this simple act stopped there, it might 
be considered perfectly normal behavior, 
but a secret ritual has developed over 
the years. I tap the glass surface of the 
attractively designed gadget, step on it 
lightly and wait with baited breath as 
digital figures start their little dance until 
the final number pops up in an excessively 
large digital display, the only reading I am 
able to achieve without my glasses.  

More often than not, I don’t accept 
the preliminary hard evidence of my 
imprudence. Surely the scale needs to 
“warm up” before it gives me an accurate 
weight. I step off and on the scale again, 
but this time I lower my weight slowly as 
I lean on a shelf nearby. The result of this 
little trick may actually be higher than 
the first reading.

Convinced that the floor tiles where 
the scale rests must be uneven, I step off 
again and nudge it along the floor a few 
inches to another spot and try again. If 
I get a more favorable weight, I will stop 

there. If not, there may be 
a couple of more nudges 
along the floor, before I 
am forced to call out to 
my wife, “Honey, do you 
think the scale is off this 
morning? Maybe it’s the 
change in the weather?”

I will resist elaborating 
on the fact that for a while 
I had two scales in the 
bathroom, each a different 
brand; I’d weigh myself 
on both, then accept the 
average weight between 
them. 

With our distant 
ancestors, not fettered 
by body image issues 
spawned by the media, 
it was the need for 
measurement in 
commerce that created the 
first scale. Evidence of the 
earliest scales in Roman times shows that 
they were actually balancing systems, 
using two plates attached to an overhead 
beam fixed on a central pole, much like 
the smaller version held by Lady Justice. 
The weight of any object for trade, like 
gold, was measured by placing it on one 
plate and weight-setting stones on the 
other, until equilibrium was reached.

In the late 1700s, British 
balance maker Richard Salter 
invented the spring scale, 
which measures the pressure 
exerted on a spring to deduce 
the weight of an object. 
Spring scales are still fairly 
common today, but are not 
as accurate as the new and 
sleek scales that came with 
the digital age.  

The first automatic vending 
machine was a large spring 
scale that was imported from 
Germany in the late 1880s. 
People would go to a local 
store or arcade where they 
availed themselves of a coin-
operated weighing scale, 
requiring a penny to see one’s 
weight. 

In the 1920s and 1930s, 
Peerless Scale operated 
a scale on almost every 

corner and weighing in was considered 
an affordable novelty, even during the 
Depression. To feed interest in this 
pastime, fortunes were added to the 
ticket that was dispensed, then the names 
and pictures of movie stars who paid  
to have themselves promoted through 
this service.

By the 1940s, improvements in 

mechanical scale technology made 
smaller, inexpensive spring scales 
available for the home, and they stayed 
pretty much the same until recently when 
they advanced to digital models operated 
by batteries.      

Today, bathroom scales come in many 
models and range from the inexpensive 
and simple to the more elaborate, 
supported by technology, where we can 
also learn our Body Mass Index. 

Through the years, I’ve met a few 
people who have told me they never get 
on a scale and don’t own one. Their only 
weight monitoring system might be to 
cut back on dessert when they feel their 
pants getting a little snug. This system is 
so foreign, so unfathomable to me that I 
can only marvel at it.  

Judging from the number of bathrooms 
I’ve visited as a realtor, I would say that 
these lucky people are in the minority 
and that the bathroom scale is one home 
gadget that is here to stay.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

The wine 
industry has 
evolved, and its 
production of 
quality wines at 
lower price points 
has significantly 
improved, more 

in the past decade than perhaps in the 
previous century. 

The introduction of new technology 
and new techniques has raised the overall 
quality, quantity and diversity of wines 
available to consumers. The profile of 
many of today’s wines is dramatically 
different from the mass-produced, mass-
marketed wines of yesteryear. There been 
a sea change in winemakers’ approaches 
to making wine, utilizing recent 
developments to enhance the quality of 
their wines.

The phenomenon of high quality wines 
at value prices once again came home 
to me for a recent event. Over the 20-
plus years I have been conducting wine 
tastings, I have honed my skill at selecting 
crowd pleasers, yet for each event I labor 
considerably over matching wines with 
guests.

One of the events I support is a 
networking gathering near Grand 
Central Terminal organized by Chapin 
Hill Advisors (www.chapinhill.com). 
Kathy Boyle, the energetic founder and 
president, for years has been bringing 

together professionals from numerous 
industries to meet and greet.

Several few weeks ago, I assisted her 
at one such event. My role was to select, 
purchase and present 15 wines to the 100 
professional guests that had signed up, as 
well as offer my comments on each wine. 
The challenge for me was 
to select wines that would 
satisfy the divergent 
tastes and preferences of 
a large group.     

On the (very) snowy 
day of the event, midway 
on my train ride, I 
received a frantic call 
from Kathy.

“I’m here at the wine shop to pick up 
the eight cases of wine. The store is closed 
because of the snow!” she frantically 
exclaimed. “What should we do?”

I thought for a second and anxiously 
responded: “We’ll resort to Plan B.”

“Plan B?” Kathy shot back, with tinges 
of relief and anxiety in her voice. “And 
what is Plan B?” 

Here was my moment of truth. All of 
my planning and selection was on the line. 

“I’ll call you right back,” was all I could 
muster, trying to sound comforting and in 
control.

Plan B? There was no Plan B. There was 
never a need for a Plan B. Pick up the wines 
and bring them to the event; a simple task 
that requires no Plan B. Except it did.

Trying to stay calm and clear-headed, 
I called Kathy right back. “Trust me. I’ll 
find alternative wines near the venue and 
will get them to the event in plenty of 
time.” “Whew,” she exclaimed, confident 
from the reassuring tone of my voice.

Now what do I do? In two hours, 100 
guests would be arriving to 
sample wines that were locked 
in a storeroom in Westchester.

When situations arise that 
require acute problem-solving 
skills and innovative solutions, 
what is the increasingly logical 
course of action? Google it. 

So I did. “Wine shops in 
Grand Central area,” I frantically typed. I 
found three shops. I chose the closest.

Racing to the store, I ran up and down 
the aisles seeking out familiar regions and 
producers. The selection was sparse and 
the producers unfamiliar. The wine shop 
staff was of no help; their manager had 
stepped out. 

Furtively checking my watch (90 
minutes to showtime), I drew upon my 
accumulated years of wine knowledge. 
I scanned the shelves for regions with 
excellent reputations that embraced 
modern technology and techniques. I 
then checked the back labels for the name 
of the importer/distributor, confident 
that selections from reputable companies 
would be of high quality and value.

About 15 minutes later, my 15 

selections were complete, and I was ready 
to transport the eight cases of wine, none 
of which I had tasted before. 

Mission accomplished. Plan B 
implemented and successfully executed. 
And all with five minutes to spare before 
guests were scheduled to arrive.

And the wines? A big hit, every one of 
them eliciting favorable comments.

More anecdotal proof that the wine 
industry has evolved, and significantly 
improved, more in the past decade than 
perhaps in the previous century. Now 
we just need to work on Mother Nature’s 
whims.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick, a member of the Wine Media Guild of 
wine writers, also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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 By Morris Gut

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

Escape Latino Brings Rhythmic Cuisine to Westchester 
They opened their 

first Escape Latino in 
the Bronx in 2012 and 
it currently operates 
on Hobart Ave. in the 
Pelham Bay section. 
Late last year the team 
of Elvis Herrera, Cano 
Santos, David Colon 
and Danny Sierra 

brought their rhythmic Latin/Caribbean 
concept to Main Street, New Rochelle just 
off Rt. 95. Their inspiration was to bring 
the flavorful ethnic home cooking of their 
childhood to a neighborhood near you; 
this time to Westchester. 

Escape Latino New Rochelle is an 
intimate 50-seat oasis with cozy bar/
lounge housed in a freestanding space that 
previously operated as Sienna. The dining 
room is highlighted by stained bamboo, 
wood, stone and leather banquette seating. 
According to Elvis, the menu brings 
together many family recipes.

Great house-made starters include: 

fresh Empanada Trio stuffed with chicken, 
beef, spinach and cheese served with 
chipotle mayo and mango sauce; Mussels 
Atlantico, sautéed mussels in Sofrito sauce; 
Camarones al Ajillo, sautéed shrimp in 
garlic sauce; Clams Casino baked with 
lemon butter sauce; Coconut Shrimp 
served with passion fruit sauce; Aguacate 
Relleno, avocado stuffed with chicken 
or shrimp; and Pinchos, beef, chicken, 
shrimp skewers with mango BBQ sauce 
served on a stick. Traditional Sancocho 
Soup and Octopus Salad are also tasty 
choices.

Hearty main courses include: a loaded 
Seafood Paella, mussels, clams, shrimp, 
calamari and lobster served on a bed 
of saffron yellow rice; Escape Delight, 
chicken breast stuffed with sweet plantains 
and chorizo with mushroom cream sauce, 
black rice and avocado salsa; Chuletas, 
fried or grilled pork chops served with 
tostones, yucca fries or rice and beans; 
Fettuccine Al Frutti di Mare, 
a Latin version of clams, 
mussels, shrimp, calamari, 
lobster with basil in a white 
cream with touch of parmesan 
cheese; Red Snapper Filet 
served with creole sauce and 
broccoli sautéed with garlic; 
Arroz Frito Con Pollo, Latin 
fried rice with chicken or shrimp; classic 
Ropa Vieja, shredded steak with saffron 
rice and sweet plantains; and Churrasco, 
grilled skirt steak served with mash, rice 
and beans or vegetables.

Terrific desserts include: Flan and Tres 
Leches Cake.

Special Hint: A relaxing weekend brunch 
is served Saturday and Sunday from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. During Saturday Brunch 
kids under 12 eat free, one child per adult. 
All others are half price. Selections are a la 
carte, but you can also opt for the 5-course 
prix fixe, which is $30. Choices include: 
French Toast stuffed with guava sauce, 
and Steak & Eggs, churrasco with eggs and 
roasted peppers, topped with chimichurri 
sauce, served with home fries. Escape 
Latino Lunch Special served 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. (New Rochelle only), includes choice 
of fresh salad, main course and side dish. 

Cost is $8.99 for take-out; $12.99 served 
at the restaurant. A 3-course Early Dinner 
Special is served 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. and 
includes choice of appetizer, fresh house 
salad, main course and side dish. Cost is 
$19.99 per person. There is a children’s 
menu for $7.99. There is a nightlife and 
music schedule at the Bronx location 
Thursday thru Sunday. Entertainment at 

New Rochelle Escape is 
pending and will include 
Latin jazz.

Escape Latino is located 
at 969 Main Street, New 
Rochelle on Route 1, just 
off 95. The restaurant is 
open 7 days a week for 
lunch, dinner and weekend 

brunch. Main courses range from $12 
to $34. Lunch and dinner specials. Kid’s 
menu: $7. Bar/lounge, specialty coffees 
and cocktails. Happy Hours all day. 
Take-out, delivery and catering. Major 
credit cards. Free parking. Casual dress. 
Reservations accepted. Phone: 914-355-
5885. 

Escape Latino/Bronx is open for happy 
hours and dinner at 4 p.m. and is located 
at 1841 Hobart Ave., just off Westchester 
Ave., Bronx. Phone: 718-684-1860; www.
escapecuisine.com. 
Fat Tuesday and Mardis Gras at the Bayou

Proprietor Peter Van Cott of The Bayou 
Restaurant, 580 Gramatan Ave., Mt. 
Vernon, has been serving up the spirited 
sounds and flavors of Cajun country 
going on 25 years, and the place is still 
bustling and enjoyable. 
So, if you can’t make it to 
New Orleans, this is the 
spot to revel in authentic 
blues and zydeco music 
while hunkering down 
to an overstuffed Po’ Boy 
or such house specialties 
as: Southern Fried 
Chicken, Grilled Peppered 
Catfish, Tender Pork Ribs 
Smothered in BBQ Sauce, 
Jazzy Jumpin’ Jambalaya 
served with Louisiana 
Anduille Sausage, Alligator 
Sausage, and Crawfish 
Tails Smothered in Rich 
Creole Gravy. A special 
Mardi Gras Bash will be 
held here on Fat Tuesday, 
Feb. 28, featuring live 
entertainment and a 
4-course dinner. Cost 
is $60 per person and 
seating times are at 6, 8 
and 10 p.m. If you just 
want to hang at the bar 
there will be a $20 cover 
charge. Entertainment 
will be provided by ‘The 
Crown Prince of Zydeco’ 
C J Chenier & The Red 
Hot Louisiana Band. 
Reservations are definitely 

suggested. Phone: 914-668-2634; www.
bayourestaurantny.com.
Rye Road House for Mardi Gras, Too 

The fun starts at 4 p.m. with specialty 
cocktails, authentic New Orleans dishes 
and traditional King Cake. Beads and 
giveaways are also promised; www.
ryeroadhouse.com.
Spring Hudson Valley Restaurant Week, 
March 6-19 

It’s touted as ‘the sequel’ and it is an 
appropriate tag for this popular dining out 
promotion sponsored by Hudson Valley 
Table. The spring version will include 
scores of past participants and some new 
from all over the Hudson Valley even 
stretching the borders into Scarsdale, 
White Plains, Mamaroneck and New 
Rochelle, with patrons anxious to cash 
in on the seasonal bounty at reasonable 
prices. Restaurants are expected to offer 
3-course luncheons for $22.95, and 
3-course dinners for $32.95. Sometimes 
there are caveats, so be sure to verify the 
hours and the menus that are served. 
Reservations are advised. For additional 
information and an up-to-date list of 
participating restaurants go to: www.
HudsonValleyRestaurantWeek.com, or 
www.valleytable.com/hvrw. 

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing 
consultant and former restaurant trade 
magazine editor. He has been tracking and 
writing about the food and dining scene 
in greater Westchester for 30 years. He 
may be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net. 

Seafood paella at Escape Latino.

Decadent Tres Leches Cake at Escape
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HELP WANTED
Operations 

Research Analyst  
(Yonkers, NY) 

Ensure organizational effectiveness by  
formulating & applying mathematical  

modeling & other optimizing methods to 
analyze & interpret info, dvlp alternative 
courses of action, determine which plans 

have best outcomes & assist mgmt w/ policy 
formulation, fin’l mgmt, mktg, bus. dvlpmt 

& risk mgmt functions.  
Job w/ HeartCare PC in Yonkers.  
Will possess MBA & 2 yrs exp.  

Mail cvr ltr & resume to  
HeartCare PC,  

955 Yonkers Ave, Ste 103,  
Yonkers, NY 10704.

We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Feb. 21
Stories & Stuff. “Jungle Safari” 

including a craft activity, for ages 4 and 
5 without adult. Literacy connections are 
made at “Stories & Stuff ” where stories 
are centered around a theme and children 
listen & interact with corresponding 
rhymes, songs and/or finger plays. A final 
craft project ties in with the topic fostering 
a sense that stories are imaginative, 
yet lasting, and continue to enrich our 
creative thoughts and play; 4:30 p.m. at 
White Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave., 
White Plains. 

Tuesdays at Dorry’s. Propaganda, 
Anger, Fear and Politics from Nazi 
Germany to Today. Mitch Polay will 
discuss how Adolf Hitler and the Nazi 
party were able to rise to power and we 
will make connections to today’s political 
climate. By exploiting frustration, fear 
and prejudice, political leaders have been 
able to captivate large segments of the 
population, even when it was against 
people’s best interests. We will explore 
conditions in Germany in the 1930’s, 
the United States during the 1950’s 
McCarthy era,  and the election of 
2016. Mitch Polay is an English and Social 
Studies teacher in the Yonkers Public 
Schools. He is also a Teacher Fellow at 
the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, DC. He has 
traveled extensively studying social 
justice issues. His recent travels have 
brought him to Germany, Poland, Russia, 
China and Peru. Mitch serves on the 
Education Committee of the Holocaust 
and Human Rights Education Center in 
White Plains.  Tuesdays@Dorry’s gathers 
conservation partners every Tuesday to 
share a meal and learn from presenters 
invited each week. Food ordering starts at 
5:30 p.m. presentation 6 to 7 p.m. Dorry’s 
Diner, 468Mamaroneck Ave., White 
Plains, 914-682-0005.

“Disturbing the Peace.” Follows a 
group of former enemy combatants 
– Israeli soldiers from the most elite 
units and Palestinian fighters, many 
of whom served years in prison – who 
come together to challenge the status 
quo. The film traces their transformative 
journeys from soldiers committed to 
armed battle to nonviolent peace activists 
and founders of Combatants for Peace. 
Followed by a Q&A with Jacob Burns 
Film Center founder Stephen Apkon and 

several guests. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 7:35 p.m. 
Members: $8. Non-members: $13. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.
org. 

Wednesday, Feb. 22
Noonday Getaway Concert. 

Downtown Music at Grace welcomes 
Tableau Vivant  –  Karen Marie Marmer, 
baroque violin and  Dongsok Shin, 
fortepiano.   Two principals of the 
celebrated REBEL Ensemble for Baroque 
Music return with a program designed 
to draw out the unique sonorities of 
their period instruments; 30-minute free 
concert; 12:10 p.m. at Grace Episcopal 
Church, 33 Church St. (Main Street at 
Mamaroneck Avenue), White Plains. 
This concert is made possible with the 
generous support of the Law Office of 
Paul Bergins, White Plains.

Lunchtime Meditation. At the White 
Plains Library a weekly meditation 
program. No registration or equipment 
necessary. Starts promptly at 12:15 p.m. 
with the first few minutes devoted to 
beginning instruction. For information 
please contact 914-422-1496 or 
cdeschamps@whiteplainsny.gov. The 
White Plains Public Library is located at 
100 Martine Ave., White Plains.

Meet The Animals. With Greenburgh 
Nature Center sponsored by the Central 
Westchester Audubon Society. The 
Central Westchester Audubon Society 
is sponsoring an educational visit from 
the Greenburgh Nature Center. See live 
animals and learn how they live; 2 p.m. 
White Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave., 
White Plains.

Oscar Talk 2017. Join Janet Maslin 
and the uncannily knowledgeable 
“Oscarologist” and noted film writer Mark 
Harris – also a Jacob Burns Film Center 
board member – for what’s always a lively, 
opinionated discussion. Harris traces the 
epic story of the five films nominated 
for the 1967 Academy Awards in his 
landmark book “Pictures at a Revolution: 
Five Movies and the Birth of the New 
Hollywood.” Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. 
Members: $12. Non-members: $17. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.
org.

Thursday, Feb. 23
Great Books Forum Series. Charles 

Dickens’ “Bleak House” will be discussed. 
A wide-ranging and spirited discussion 
focusing on context and interpretation. 
Led by Professor Jo Lackey. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 
Room 131, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 6 
to 8:30 p.m. Free. Info: E-mail Professor 

James Werner at james.werner@sunywcc.
edu.

Friday, Feb. 24
“Light and the Life.” Internationally 

acclaimed photographer Joe McNally, 
whose career has spanned more than 
30 years and assignments in over 60 
countries, will talk about his life as 
a professional photographer. He will 
discuss his fascinating range of work that 
is inspirational and is certain to generate 
many technical questions. McNally 
has been an ongoing contributor to the 
National Geographic, shooting numerous 
cover stories and highly complex, technical 
features, a contract photographer for 
Sports Illustrated and the last staff 
photographer in the history of LIFE. 
Adults only (18 and older). Presented by 
the Westchester Photographic Society. 
Westchester Community College’s 
Technology Building Auditorium, Room 
107 (across from Parking Lot 11), 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 8 p.m. Free. 
Info: Visit www.wpsphoto.org.

Saturday, Feb. 25
Winter Wolves. Winter offers families 

a unique opportunity to visit the wolves 
during their favorite time of year. Learn 
about the mythology, biology and ecology 
of wolf families and discover why this 
season is such a magical time for packs 
in North America.  Guests will visit 
ambassador Wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai 
and Zephyr and the critically endangered 
red wolves and Mexican gray wolves. 
Hot beverages will be served. Dress 
for cold weather. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $15. 
Children (under 12): $12. Also Feb. 26. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org. 

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join guided 
trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat.  Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
11:30 a.m. Free. Every Saturday and 
Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Snowshoeing Around the Preserve. 
Bring your snowshoes and join the 
invigorating hike around the preserve. 
Cranberry Lake Preserve, Old Orchard 
Street, North White Plains. 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-428-1005.

“Bubble Trouble.” Jeff Boyer takes 
bubbles to the max in this one-man 
bubble extravaganza. It’s the craziest, 
most creative bubble show around. He 
juggles bubbles, sculpts and builds with 

bubbles, makes fog-filled bubbles and 
more. Mixing comedy, music and a 
unique level of audience participation, he 
engages and delights audiences of all ages. 
White Plains Performing Arts Center, 11 
City Place, White Plains. 2 p.m. $18 to 
$22. Info and tickets: 914-328-1600 or 
visit www.wppac.com.

Sunday, Feb. 26
Highbridge Voices Concert. 

Downtown Music at Grace is excited to 
welcome the Highbridge Voices Chamber 
Choir for a special concert to benefit both 
the Highbridge Voices and Downtown 
Music. Founded in 1998, the Highbridge 
Voices is an extended-day music and 
academic program serving the South 
Bronx. The mission of this program is 
to inspire excellence in the lives of the 
children of the Highbridge Community 
through their active participation in 
music. The Chamber Choir, made up of 
60 students in grades 7-12, is the premiere 
touring ensemble of Highbridge Voices. 
Singing an average of 10 performances 
a year, the Chamber Choir performs 
throughout New York City and has 
also travelled to Florida, Quebec, and 
Washington, D.C.  They have had the 
honor of performing at several high 
profile events including the U.S. Supreme 
Court Historical Society’s annual dinner 
and the Major League Baseball Division 
Championship at Yankee Stadium. 
Tickets: $50 for premium seating, $30 
for general admission, $20 for seniors 
and students and $15 for children age 
5-12. Tickets are available at the door, by 
calling 914-949-0384, or online at www.
DTMusic.org.; the concert begins at 5 p.m. 
at Grace Episcopal Church, 33 Church 
Street (Main Street at Mamaroneck 
Avenue), White Plains.

Project FeederWatch. Whether 
you’re a beginning birder or a budding 
ornithologist, we’ve got you covered in 
this new program for nature and bird 
lovers. Join a naturalist for morning 

continued on page 13
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

CAREER TRAINING
Medical Billing and Coding Career 
Training at Sullivan and Cogliano Train-
ing Centers Call 1-888-535- 9909 or click 
learn.sctrain.edu Financial Aid Available 
to those who qualify. sctrain.edu/disclo-
sures

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-
NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

HELP WANTED
IN-HOUSE IT SUPPORT (Osorio 
Cachaya Law Offices, PLLC; White Plains, 
NY): Manage and maintain servers, PC’s, 
software and hardware, back-up servers, 
and troubleshoot IT issues. Need (1) B.A. 
Degree in IT related field with coursework 
in networking and network security, (2) at 
least three years of experience in IT; and 
(3) fluent in English & Spanish. F/T, avail-
able for (1) 9 AM to 5 PM and/or (2) 12 
PM to 8 PM. Interested parties fax re-
sumes to (914) 761-8076.

HAIR STYLIST & BARBER with or 
without following.  Full time and part 
time available. Call (914) 438-5793. If no 
answer, please leave message.

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAWN AND GARDEN
PRIVACY HEDGES -SPRING BLOW-
OUT SALE 6ft Arborvitae (Cedar) Reg 
$129 Now $69 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery, Limited 
Supply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367
www.lowcosttrees.com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF TAX-
SOLUTION4EXPATS.COM, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/14/2016.Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Seung Yup Kang, 27 Overlook 
street, Mount Vernon, New York 10552. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
CORE REALTY LLC FILED WITH 
SSNY ON 12/6/16.  Office in Westches-
ter County.  SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 829 Franklin Avenue, Thorn-
wood NY 10594.  Purpose:  any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WOL-
VERINE SECURITY LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/26/2016.  Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served and shall 
mail process to the principal business 
address: 373 Downing Dr., Yorktown 
Heights, NY 10598. Purpose: Security 
Business.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LEARN-
ING ANALYTICS GROUP, LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 03/07/2011. Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
2435 Pinetree Pl Yorktown Hts, NY 
10598 Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF STONE 
HOME INSPECTIONS, LLC. Filed 
with SSNY on January 3, 2017. Office in 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC. upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to Lisa Stone 2245 Mark Rd., Yorktown 
Heights NY, 10598. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF THE FORMATION OF: 
HALITE GROUP, LLC.  ART OF ORG. 
filed with SSNY on 12/30/16.  Office lo-

cation: Westchester.  SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process: 
156 Great Oak Lane, Pleasantville, NY  
10570.  Purpose: any lawful acts. Pro-
vides management consulting services. 

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF 
BEVERAGE MANAGEMENT SER-
VICES LLC, a foreign limited liability 
company (“LLC”) Cert. of Authority filed 
with Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
12/14/16. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served, SSNY shall mail process to: David 
B. Petshaft, P.C. 222 Bloomingdale Rd, 
Ste 116, White Plains, NY 10605. Pur-
pose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: RAY 
BLUE MUSIC, LLC. Articles of or-
ganization filed with NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) on 11/29/16. Office in Westches-
ter County, SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 107  
Armstrong Avenue, Peekskill, NY 
10566, which is also the principal  
business location. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE G ELITE SPORTS 
AND FITNESS, LLC. Art. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 12/22/16, with an exis-
tence date of 01/01/2017. Office: Putnam 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC, 39 Hilltop Dr., Mahopac, NY 
10541. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF FRUIT 
& PEPPER, LLC. Arts of Org filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/30/2017. Office Location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 109 
Robins Rd., New Rochelle, NY 10801. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MEN-
TAL HEALTH COUNSELING SER-
VICE WESTCHESTER, PLLC. Arts of 
org filed with Secy. Of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 01/26/2017. Office location: Westches-
ter County.  SSNY designated as agent of 
the PLLC upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 110 Washington Ave., Pleasantville, 
NY 10570. Purpose: To provide Mental 
Health Counseling.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC).  
NAME: DGOLDCONSULTING, LLC 
Articles of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

continued on next page
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continued from page 11
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

Docket No.: AS-15593-16
In the Matter of the Application for Approval     F.U. No: 128093

of a Surrender Instrument Pursuant to Sections 
383-c or 384 of the Social Services Law Concerning           

NOTICE OF PROCEEDING FOR APPROVAL OF  JUDICIAL  
Egypt Rey Morales a/k/a Eygpt Rey Morales  

EXTRA-JUDICIAL SURRENDER INSTRUMENT
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TO: Jayze Medol a/k/a Jayze Meodal, 253 Greenburgh Ave, Greenburgh, NY

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the annexed petition requesting approval of an instrument of 
surrender concerning the above-named child has been presented to the Family Court of the 
State of New York, Westchester County, located at [specify address]: 131 Warburton Avenue, 
Yonkers, NY 10701 and that a hearing on the petition will be held on [specify date and 
time]: March 29, 2017 at 11:30 am at which time you will have an opportunity to be heard. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that you have the right to be represented by a lawyer 
and, if you are a custodial or non-custodial parent, guardian, grandparent, foster parent or 
other person having physical or legal custody of the above-named child and the Court finds 
that you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer assigned by the 
Court. 

FAILURE TO APPEAR MAY RESULT, WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE, IN COURT 
APPROVAL OF THE SURRENDER INSTRUMENT AND TRANSFER OF CUSTODY 
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE CHILD TO A SOCIAL SERVICES OFFICIAL OR 
AUTHORIZED AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSE OF ADOPTION. 

NOTICE TO ADJUDICATED, ACKNOWLEDGED OR IDENTIFIED FATHERS, 
pursuant to Social Services Law §384-c:  You have a right to appear to present evidence to 
the Family Court relevant to the best interests of the child. Your failure to appear will be 
considered a denial of your interest in the child and may result, without further notice, in 
court approval of the surrender instrument and transfer of custody and guardianship of the 
child to a social services official or authorized agency for the purposes of adoption.

Dated:  White Plains, New York, February 9, 2017                     
ROBERT MEEHAN, Esq., Westchester County Attorney, 
by STEFANIE L. MARVIN Assistant County Attorney

                      FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK  
Surrender Instrument) (9/2006)

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 022117
continued from previous page
on 01/04/17. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: The LLC, 24 Larissa 
Lane; Thornwood, New York 10594, 
principal business location of the LLC. 
Purpose: any lawful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NO-
ZELGOV, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on Jan. 06, 2017. Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Yves Jerome 60 Morrow 

Ave. 5KS Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF YOU-
CREATE, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 2/13/17.  Office in Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 25 Caruso Pl., Armonk, NY 
10504. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

MODULAR CONSTRUCTION
EINSTEIN MODULAR CONSTRUC-
TION- WHOLESALE FACTORY DI-
RECT PRICING. VISIT WWW.EIN-
STEINMODULARCONSTRUCTION.
COM TO VIEW PLANS AND INVOIC-
ES. WE WILL BUILD ANY PLAN. 845-
734*EMC2(3622)

REAL ESTATE
LAKEFRONT LAND SALE! Feb 25th. 
1 DAY ONLY! 6 ac-146’ Waterfront - 
$99,900! 15 TO CHOOSE FROM! Beauti-

ful Finger Lakes Wine Country! Off sea-
son prices, low int rates,stunning wooded 
homesites! Call 888-905-8847 to register! 
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast) Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an Old Florida fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from 89,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

To Place a Classified Ad  
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the 
next week’s publication

bird watching, gather data for Project 
FeederWatch and brush up on local bird 
identification. For children seven years 
old and up. Greenburgh Nature Center, 
99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 10 to 11 
a.m. Free. Every Sunday and Monday. 
Info: 914-723-3470  or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

An Evening With Ricky Skaggs and 
Bruce Hornsby. Country and bluegrass 
legend Ricky Skaggs and renowned pianist 

and songwriter Bruce Hornsby, fellow 
friends and Grammy Award winners, 
collaborate with Skaggs’ razor-sharp 
band Kentucky Thunder on brand new 
tunes and traditional bluegrass classics. 
Without any restrictions, their music is as 
fascinating and masterful as the two stars 
that created it. Tarrytown Music Hall, 
13 Main St., Tarrytown. 7 p.m. $48, $68, 
$88 and $98. Info and tickets: Visit www.
tarrytownmusichall.org.

Al Di Meola’s Elegant Gypsy 
40th  Anniversary Tour 2017. Released 
in 1977, Elegant Gypsy was the follow-
up album to Di Meola’s debut release. 
The distinctive music on the album is a 
fusion of jazz and rock, with Di Meola’s 
lightning-fast guitar riffs intermixed with 
lyrical acoustical passages. The album 
was named Best Guitar Album in Guitar 
Player magazine and is regarded as a 
masterpiece in the rock-jazz music genre. 
Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 Brown 
St., Peekskill. $40, $50 and $60. Info 
and tickets: 914-739-0039 or visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com.
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By Albert Coqueran
On Saturday in New Rochelle, the 

White Plains Boys Basketball Team was 
five seconds away from advancing to the 
Quarterfinals of the Section 1 AA Playoffs 
when New Rochelle’s Jarrett Haines hit a 
three-point shot and sent the game into a 
second overtime.

Haines who finished the game with 
29 points, 14 rebounds and five assists 
squelched the hopes of the number 13 
seeded Tigers of upsetting the number 
four seeded Huguenots, as the second 
overtime belonged to New Rochelle.

The Tigers played well against the 

favorite Huguenots in the AA Playoffs, 
despite losing to them twice during the 
regular season. The First Round game was 
knotted at the end of regulation time, 42-
42, and moved into the second overtime 
on Haines buzzer beater, which made the 
score, 50-50, at the end of the first OT.

Nonetheless, the Huguenots outscored 
the Tigers, 12-5, in the second overtime 
and won the game, 62-55, to advance 

to the Section 1 AA Quarterfinals. New 
Rochelle will face number five-seed Fox 
Lane High School in the Quarterfinals, 
who beat number 12 seeded North 
Rockland High School, 56-43, in the First 
Round.

The Tigers this season have been 
beleaguered by not getting to the 
foul line frequently enough in games. 
Consequentially, the First Round Playoff 
game in New Rochelle was the ultimate 
lopsided statistic.

The Tigers went to the foul line only 
a mere once in regulation time, which 
equals 32 minutes with only one free 

throw. For the game 
the outlandish statistic 
equaled 32 free throws 
for New Rochelle and 
only five trips to the 
charity strip for White 
Plains. As tight as the 
game remained for 
four quarters and two 
overtimes, the free 
throw statistics had to be 
the determining factor. 

Tigers’ senior guard 
Glenn Butler, Jr. had15 
points and junior Miles 
Hardy scored a team-
high 17 points in the 
Tigers season ending 
loss in the First Round 
of the Section 1 Playoffs 
against New Rochelle.

The number 17 
seeded Lady Tigers won their Outbracket 
Game versus Clarkstown North, 46-41, 
on Thursday, Feb. 16. However, they 
faced a monumental task while advancing 
to the First Round to face the number 1 
seed in the AA Playoffs and number 1 
ranked team in New York State, Ossining  
High School. The Lady Tigers lost to 
the Pride, 97-64, to bring their 2016-17 
season to an end.   

EX AMINER SPORTS
Tigers Boys End Season with First 
Round Double OT Loss to Huguenots

Stepinac Hockey Soars to 22-0-1, after 
Win against St. Francis in Semifinals

On Wednesday, Feb. 13, the White Plains Boys Basketball Team celebrated Senior Night. Tigers seniors 
(l-r in uniform) Shean Augustin, Joe Zemon, Glenn Butler, Jr. and Michael Schuler were honored with 
Coaches and family in a pregame ceremony at WPHS.

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS 

Senior guard Glenn Butler, Jr. (left) ends his White Plains High School 
basketball career while scoring 15 points against New Rochelle H.S. in 
the Tigers, 62-55, double overtime loss to the Huguenots. Butler is 
pictured with his mother, Nicole and sisters, J’nelle and Joy Butler on 
Senior Night at WPHS. 

By Albert Coqueran
Some may have anticipated a different 

type of contest in Game 1 of the Catholic 
High School Hockey League (CHSHL) B 
Division Semifinals, when number 1 seed 
Stepinac High School was challenged by 

number four-seed St. Francis Prep, on 
Sunday, Feb.12, at Ebersole Ice Rick.

The Stepinac stickmen, while protecting 
their undefeated regular season record of 
21-0-1, went into the Semifinals match-
up having beaten St. Francis Prep twice 
during the season. Furthermore, the last 
time the two teams met, which was only 
two weeks prior, the Crusaders trounced 
the Terriers, 10-0, on January 29.

Nonetheless, on February 12, the 
Terriers traveled to White Plains with an 
entirely new season on their minds, while 
seeking to make a statement by ruining 
the Crusaders undefeated season and 
making a huge name for themselves by 
advancing over Stepinac to the B Division 
Championship Series.

St. Francis Prep came ever so close 
to achieving that milestone by nearly 
securing a win in that essential Game 1, of 
the two-out-of- three games B Semifinal 
Series, on the Crusaders home ice. But 
the Crusaders had other things on their 
minds.

Game 1 was tied 2-2 at the end of 
regulation time and Crusaders Nick 
Tabio and Justin Bernhard realized this 
is too close for comfort. Tabio assisted 
Crusaders leading scorer Bernhard, who 
scored the game-winning goal to beat the 
Terriers, 3-2, in OT.

“I am just trying to go out there and 

do my job,” said Crusaders leading scorer 
Bernhard. “My job is to put the puck in 
the net and get some points. I could not 
have gotten the goal without the assists of 
Nick Tabio. It feels good,” acknowledged 
Bernhard. Tabio also scored a goal during 

regulation time.  
On the afternoon of Monday, Feb. 13, 

as the Crusaders prepared to travel to 
Flushing to take on St. Francis Prep in 
Game 2 of the B Division Series, goalie 
Mike Spano relayed. “I have a really good 
feeling about tonight. The team is ready 
to go.”

Spano’s feelings were certainly 
vindicated, as the Crusaders charged 
on the ice and defeated St. Francis Prep, 
10-4, to sweep the CHSHL B Division 
Semifinals, 2-0, on February 13 in 
Flushing. 

Spano had 21 saves in the game and 
Bernhard, Tabio and John Morello scored 
two goals each, while John Paul Collins, 
Justin Dunlevey, Jack Maisch and Michael 
Miano added one goal apiece.

The Stepinac victory in the B Semifinals 
sets-up a rematch of last year’s CHSHL 
B Championship against Xavier High 
School. The Knights took home the 
Championship Trophy last year after 
beating the Crusaders, 2-1 in OT, in 
Game 2, to sweep the two-out-of-three 
games series.

The Championship Series against 
Xavier begins on Sunday, Feb. 26, at 5:30 
p.m. at Ebersole Ice Rink. Stepinac is 
undefeated at 22-0-1 and they surely mean 
to hoist the CHSHL B Championship 
Trophy this year.

The Stepinac Hockey Team led by Head Coach Matthew Hogan (right) depart Stepinac High School for 
Flushing, Queens, on the afternoon, of  February 13, to play St. Francis Prep in Game 2 of  the CHSHL 
B Division Series that evening. Stepinac won Game One, 3-2 in OT and arrived in Queens to crush the 
Terriers, 10-4 in Game 2, to advance to the B Championship Series for the second straight year. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS 
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Police Blotter
Greenburgh Police Department

Automobile Accident. On December 8 
at about midnight, officers responded to 
a motor vehicle accident in the vicinity 
of Rockledge Avenue in Hartsdale. A 
resident of the neighborhood told police 
he heard a vehicle speed up the street then 
a loud crash. The witness then exited his 
apartment to see two men standing in the 
street where the accident occurred. When 
they were approached the men fled, but 
were apprehended down the street from 
the accident scene. One was combative, 
uncooperative and heavily intoxicated 
and was placed into handcuffs for officer 
safety and detained. A canvass and an 
additional investigation were conducted to 
attempt to locate the driver of the vehicle 
that struck two parked cars. The detainee 
continued to be highly uncooperative and 
hostile and later admitted to a paramedic 
on scene to having more than 10 drinks 
in a few hours. This party was later 
transported to White Plains Hospital 
complaining of minor injuries from the 
accident. 

Suspicious Incident. On December 8 at 
about 3:30 a.m. a resident on Old Kensico 
Road reported to police that through his 
window on the second floor, he observed 
a male going through his vehicle located 
on the driveway and two other males 

with hoodies standing by as lookouts. 
When the witness went to seek a phone 
to dial 911, the three males were gone. 
Responding units located three males just 
north on Old Kensico and Old Tarrytown 
Rd. wearing hoodies. Two were carrying 
book bags. All suspects reported that the 
reason they were in the area was because 
they were looking for a back street to get 
to Burger King in Elmsford. The two males 
with book bags only had personal items in 
their possession. There was no camera on 
the premises where the incident occurred 
and the witness did not report anything 
missing. He was also unable to identify the 
suspects as those he saw on his property. 
All suspects were released on scene and 
given directions back to Tarrytown Rd. 
Police canvassed surrounding vehicles 
and found all to be apparently normal.

Stolen Automobile. On the afternoon 
of December 8, a White Plains resident 
informed the Greenburgh Police 
Department that his car was stolen. The 
alleged victim said that a week earlier he 
had lent the car to a friend but needed it 
back within two days. He had not heard 
from that friend since. An inquiry found 
that a vehicle with the same New York 
plate number had been reported stolen out 
of New Rochelle on September 14, 2014 
and that the plates had also come back as 

stolen. Greenburgh Police contacted the 
New Rochelle Police Department. It was 
discovered that the vehicle identification 
number matched two stolen plates. The 
investigation is ongoing.

Identity Theft. On December 8 a 
Greenburgh resident walked into police 
headquarters to report that a month 
earlier on November 5 his Visa credit card 
was charged 15 times totaling $1800 at 
several different McDonalds locations in 
the Albany area. The victim said he had 
not made any of those charges and that he 
had no idea who did. The victim wished 
to make this report for documentation 
purposes and further told police that he 
had cancelled his credit card.

Grand Larceny. On December 8, 
a Mr. Frank told police that two days 
earlier, Saturday, Dec. 6 at about 10 p.m. 
he had parked his car at the Greenburgh 
Multiplex Theater in a parking spot on 
the northern side of the building. When 
he returned, he noticed his briefcase 
missing from the interior. The victim also 
reported that he left his car unlocked. 
The briefcase was located in between the 
driver and passenger seats and contained 
a Mac Laptop, prescription medication 
(Oxycontin) and various miscellaneous 
papers. There are no suspects at this time. 

The victim requested a police report on 
this incident. Police responded to the 
Greenburgh Multiplex Theater to attempt 
to obtain surveillance footage of the 
incident.

Driving Without License. At about 
2:45 a.m. on December 9, police observed 
a car traveling at high speed on Hartsdale 
Road, White Plains. After pulling the car 
over, an officer approached the vehicle 
and observed that the driver was the sole 
occupant of the vehicle. He produced 
an authentic NYS non-driver ID Card, 
identified himself and apologized for 
traveling at a high rate of speed, indicating 
that he was not used to driving his 
girlfriend’s car. An NCIC and E-Justice 
inquiry of the license revealed that the 
driver had a revoked license with a total of 
two open scoffs on two separate dates. The 
driver was issued a ticket for disobeying 
a traffic control device and a ticket for 
aggravated unlicensed operation in the 
3rd degree. He was released on the scene.
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Stepinac Beats St. Peter’s in Quarterfinal Round of CHSAA AA Playoffs
By Albert Coqueran

The Stepinac High School Basketball 
Team went into the CHSAA AA Playoffs 
in a bit of a lull after losing three straight 
games in five days to end their 2016-17 
regular season at 15-9.

The three straight losses at the 
conclusion of their regular season 
bounced Stepinac out of the top-seed in 
the CHSAA AA Playoffs. The top-seed 
now held by Cardinal Hayes High School.

However, on Saturday, Stepinac 
regrouped and despite not having 
sophomore starter Eduard Minaya 
available to play, they beat number seven-
seeded St. Peter’s High School, 62-56, to 
advance to the AA Semifinals. 

 “I think it was a pressure relief. They 
were pressing a little, while losing three 
straight games in five days down the 
stretch. It is a big relief for our guys,” said 
Crusaders Head Coach Pat Massaroni.

Massaroni got a gallant effort from his 
young group and senior Team Captain, 
Makai Johnson, starting in place of 
Minaya, did just what seniors are supposed 
to do: step-up. 

Johnson scored a team-high 15 points. 
He was supported by Xavier “The X-Man” 
Wilson who kept the Crusaders in pace 
with the Eagles by scoring 10 points in 
the first half and 14 points in the game. 
Wilson also grabbed eight rebounds. 

Once again there was freshman R. J. 
Davis shrugging off pressure at crunch 
time, while shooting 5-of-6 from the 
free-throw line in the remaining 2:15 of 
the game. Davis finished with 12 points 
and steady senior Jorden Means added 10 
points with seven rebounds. 

The Crusaders (16-9) advance to play 
the number six-seed Monsignor Scanlan 
High School, on Tuesday night, at Mount 
St. Michael Academy, in the Bronx.

Stepinac High School Basketball Team held Senior Night, on Tuesday, Feb. 14. The Crusaders honored 
their three graduating seniors (l-r front) Jorden Means, Makai Johnson and Chez Bonilla and the players 
families during a Valentines Day Senior Night Pregame Ceremony. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRISTOPHER GENTLE-STEELE
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.

STEVE
VICKERS
Bar Specials, Rangers Trivia & Giveaways
Need a ride? ECC is providing a round trip bus from MSG to the casino.
Please email; EmpireCityCasinoViewingParty@msg.com in order to reserve.

MEET AND GREET WITH RANGERS LEGEND

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH  • 4PM
Rangers vs. New Jersey

R A N G E R S
V I E W I N G  P A R T Y

VICKERS

MEET AND GREET WITH RANGERS LEGEND

  • 4PM


