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By Pat Casey
The investigation into the death of 

Jonathan Maldonado was taken over by 
the state Attorney General’s office Friday.

Maldonado, 21, of Yonkers, allegedly 
tried to steal a cell phone from the 
BestBuy store at 299 North Central Ave., 
Wednesday evening prompting a 911 call 
of a larceny in progress. 

Greenburgh police officers responded 
and observed, according to the police 
report, BestBuy employees and store 
security struggling with an individual on 
the ground at Webb Field (close to the 
intersection of Harvard Drive and North 
Central Avenue).

As officers attempted to gain control 
of Maldonado, they deployed a taser, and 
after a struggle he was handcuffed. During 
this time, BestBuy employees alerted the 
officers that the suspect had ingested 
several packets of an unknown substance 
prior to their struggle, according to the 
report.

Maldonado began to lose consciousness 

and was immediately treated by police 
and EMS personnel on the scene. 

The report further stated that 
Maldonado went into cardiac arrest 
while in the ambulance. Officers and 
Greenburgh EMS personnel continued to 
perform CPR and advanced life support 
while on the way to the hospital. 

Maldonado was pronounced dead 
upon arrival at the hospital.

Greenburgh Police requested the 
assistance of the City of Yonkers 
Police Department for an independent 
law enforcement investigation. The 
Westchester County District Attorney’s 
Office and the New York State Attorney 
General’s Office were also asked to assist. 

The Greenburgh Police Dept. had 
scheduled a press conference for Friday 
afternoon to update the public about 
the investigation. Later that day the state 
AG office announced it was asserting 
jurisdiction in the case.

Jonathan Maldonado was identified as 
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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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State AG Takes Over Investigation 
Into Maldonado Death

Calls to Increase Funding for Key Programs at County Budget Hearing

WPHS Senior Joins All National 
Honor Band in Orlando

Page 15

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO

White Plains High School Senior Robert Eatmon did an amazing job representing White Plains at 
the NAfME (National Association of  Music Education) All National Honor Band at Disney’s Coronado 
Springs, in Orlando, Florida. He’s pictured here with the conductor, T. Andre Feagin. The band 
performed works by Bernstein, Reed and Maslanka. 

Dozens of  residents attended a public hearing on the proposed 2018 
Westchester County budget last week in Mount Kisco. continued on page 4

continued on page 4

 Santa’s Mail Box 
for White Plains 
Kids  

By Neal Rentz
Audience members from all over 

Westchester in a standing-room-only 
crowd last Wednesday at the Mount Kisco 
Public Library urged the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators to protect 
and expand a variety of programs in the 
2018 budget.

For his final budget, County Executive 
Rob Astorino has proposed a $1.83 billion 
spending plan that does not raise the tax 
levy for the eighth consecutive year and 
maintains essential services.

The balancing of the spending plan 
depends on the infusion of $30 million in 

revenue from Macquarie 
Infrastructure Corp., the 
company recommended 
by Astorino to be 
awarded a 40-year lease 
to operate Westchester 
County Airport. The 
county would receive 
$300 million up 
front, including lease 
payments, and $6.5 
million annually.

Last Friday, the 
Westchester County 
Citizens Budget Advisory 

Committee reported to the Board of 
Legislators Committee on Budget & 
Appropriations that the operating 
expenses in Astorino’s budget “are not 
fully funded” and is reliant on the airport 
deal. 

The committee also reported that 
“the revenues forecasted from sales tax 
appear overstated and we believe the 
growth factor should be stepped down.” 
Furthermore, there is inadequate funding 
for union contract settlements. 

“There is no money for current 
2018 year and nothing for retroactive 
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The fight against cancer is different for every individual. With the expertise of Columbia University Medical Center doctors and 
a wide array of care options, we give patients the support and resources they need, each step of the way. Find a cancer specialist 
at nyp.org/hudsonvalley-cancer or call 914-293-8400.

Even common cancers 
need tailored 
treatments.

Experts at NewYork-Presbyterian Hudson Valley Hospital offer personalized treatment plans for every patient.
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Elementary School After Hours 
Program Gets Special Treat

The children at the Church Street Elementary School, After School Connection received a special 
visit on Nov. 16 from employees of  Pladis Global, a new company in White Plains. They surprised the 
children in honor of  their “Make Happy, Be Happy Celebration” which honors the belief  of  one of  
the co-founders of  their Ulker brand, Sabri Ulker, one of  Turkey’s early and iconic entrepreneurs, 
that “no matter where in the world you live, you have the right to a happy childhood.” The 30-plus 
employees converged on the school cafeteria and brought with them a myriad of  goodies. They 
iced cupcakes with the children and frosted cookies. There were huge smiles all around.  Frank 
Williams, Director of  the White Plains Youth Bureau, welcomed Brian Blanchard, Managing Director 
of  Pladis and his staff  to theater School Connection program and said that “the smiles on the faces 
of  our children is indicative of  when businesses support our community, we all smile.” Pictured is 
the Pladis Global team.

Latimer Transition Names 17 Transition 
Team Members

County Executive-elect George 
Latimer (D-Rye) announced Monday 
that 17 community leaders have been 
named to the Transition Team. 

Joining Transition Team Co-chairs 
Legislator Ken Jenkins and attorney 
and  former Pleasantville Mayor and 
Legislator  John Nonna, are Robin 
Bikkal, Tom Carey, MaryAnn Carr, Rev. 
Troy DeCohen, Dr. Marsha Gordon, 

Farah Kathwari, Alisa Kesten, Rich 
McSpedon, William Mooney, Karen 
Pasquale, Michael Romita, Edgar 
Santana, Linda Viertel, Jonathan Wang 
and Clinton Young.

“Members of the Transition team 
have been chosen because of their 
unique skills and experience, and 
what they each bring to the table in 
terms of helping to shape the future of 
Westchester. Collectively, and with the 
community input they are seeking, I 
believe they will help set a course for 
Westchester that will truly serve all 
our residents,” Latimer said in a press 
statement releasing the names.

Latimer also announced the creation 
of a transition web site, which will 
allow people to share their interest 
in pursuing a career in the new 
administration.

The website is  https://
latimertransition2017.com  and 
applications and resumes can be 
submitted through the website 
or directly through an e-mail to 
Latimertransition2017@gmail.com.
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Cost-saving benefits, personalized care 
Medicare Advantage 
Plans for 2018

Annual Election Period (AEP) is October 15 - December 7, 2017 

Call us today! 1-800-860-8707 TTY: 1-800-558-1125
Monday–Sunday, 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. from October 1–February 14

Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. from February 15–September 30

www.fideliscare.org@fideliscare H3328_FC 17126 Accepted

Benefit
Original 

Medicare1

Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage Flex 

(HMO-POS)

Fidelis Medicare 
$0 Premium (HMO)

Monthly Part B Premium2 $134 $38 $0

Flex Benefit None $400/year None

Part B Deductible $183 None None

PCP Copay 20% $5 $15

Specialist Copay 20% $30 $45

Outpatient Surgery in a Hospital or  
Ambulatory Surgical Center 20% $360 $360

Lab Tests $0 or 20% $20 $20

X-rays 20% $10 $10

Inpatient Copay $1,316
$360/day for days 1-5, per 

admission
$360/day for days 1-5,  

per admission

Part D Prescription Drug Coverage No
Yes, with $0 copay for 

preferred generics  
$125 deductible

Yes, with $0 copay for  
preferred generics

$0 deductible

Preventive Dental None Yes Yes

Hearing Device Discounts through TruHearing3 No Yes Yes

Money-saving Programs through My Advocate4 No Yes Yes

1These are 2017 amounts and may change for 2018. 2You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. 3Fidelis Care partners 
with TruHearing for discounted purchases of hearing devices. 4My Advocate Program, offered through a company called Altegra, 
connects members to money-saving programs, discounts, and services that may be available.  Premiums, copays, coinsurance, and 
deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the plan for further details. This is not a complete 
listing of plans available in your service area. For a complete listing, contact the plan. The benefit information provided is a brief 
summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information, contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions 
may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each 
year. This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our Member Services number at 1-800-860-8707 
(TTY: 1-800-558-1125). Fidelis Care is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State 
Department of Health Medicaid program. Enrollment in Fidelis Care depends on contract renewal.
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continued from page 1
Calls to Increase Funding for Key Programs at County Budget Hearing

State AG Takes Over 
Investigation Into 
Maldonado Death

MILEAGESTOCKFEATURING: PRICE
2015 SUBARU FORESTER LTD 18-094A 85844 14,995.00
2015 JEEP COMPASS 18-034A 47398 13,995.00
2014 SUBARU IMPREZA P7645 19827 16,995.00
2013 SUBARU CROSSTREK 17-494B 75518 15,995.00
2013 MINI CLUBMAN P7679A 59094 14,995.00
2012 SUBARU FORESTER 16-440A 58753 15,995.00
2012 FORD ESCAPE F027B-17 89732 12,995.00
2011 SUBARU FORESTER 18-075A 90125 12,995.00 
2011 HONDA ACCORD F334-17A 54550 12,995.00
2011 SUBARU FORESTER 18-017A 92884 11,995.00
2011 FORD EXPLORER XLT F510-17A 102410 11,995.00
2011 SUBARU LEGACY LTD 17-004A 109746 8,995.00
2010 SUABRU FORESTER P7733 99083 11,995.00
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2008 SUBARU LL BEAN O/BACK 17-440A 91196 10,995.00
2008 HONDA ACCORD 17-514A 87426 9,995.00
2007 SUBARU IMPREZA 5DR P7706 97579 5,995.00
2007 BMW 328XI P7685 74589 11,995.00
2006 FORD FREESTYLE 18-050A 105204 4,995.00 
2006 SUBARU OUTBACK 17-399A 92170 7,995.00
2005 FORD FOCUS S/W  F374-17A 57118 6,995.00 
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the nephew of incoming Yonkers City 
Council President Mike Khader, and the 
family has requested privacy according 
to a report by News12.

Three officers involved in the arrest 
were treated at a local hospital for minor 
injuries and were released. They have 
been placed on modified duty.

A spokesperson for the attorney 
general says the Special Investigations 
and Prosecutions unit will determine if 
there will be any charges. 

payments, which could be tens of millions 
of dollars,” said committee member 
Lawrence Fasnacht.

The $1.1 billion public-private 
partnership airport proposal must 
be approved by 12 legislators. The 
controversial issue concerns opponents 
because a private company would likely 
seek to expand the facility’s operations. 
Astorino said the passenger cap, the 
number of gates and the footprint of the 
airport will remain the same.

Those who spoke at last week’s hearing 
called for additional spending in key 

areas next year. Several speakers urged 
lawmakers to increase funding for 
nonprofit agencies by 5 percent. 

“Flat funding is not going to cut it,” said 
Carla Horton, executive director of the 
Pleasantville-based Hope’s Door, which 
combats domestic violence and assists 
victims,

Others asked legislators to reject 
Astorino’s plan to eliminate the six 
custodian positions at the county parks 
and replace them with hourly workers. 
Several residents said elimination of 
the custodians would negatively affect 

parks programs and urged the board to 
maintain curators who oversee summer 
camps and other programs that help 
generate revenue.

Resident Brandy Keenan said the 
custodian at Muscoot Farm in Somers, 
Jonathon Benjamin, has worked to 
provide high-level services at the farm. 

Howard Milbert, an ex-officio member 
of the Board of Directors of the Ossining 
Children’s Center, said in recent years 
the county has failed to provide adequate 
assistance to families who have children 
in daycare. He urged for the restoration 

of Title XX funding grants to families, he 
said.

Licia Sandberg, an attorney and 
managing director of the Westchester 
Hispanic Coalition’s YA NO MAS, a 
24-hour rape crisis hotline and sexual 
assault and domestic violence prevention 
program, called on lawmakers to provide 
funding for services for the immigrant 
community. 

“We respectfully submit that our county 
benefits from the hard work and talent 
provided by  this  population, Sandberg 
said. “But, we as a county, and you as a 
legislative board, have a civic duty to be 
proactive in  creating funding streams 
to support programs which integrate 
culturally specific services into the county 
budget for this population in need.”

The League of Women Voters of 
Westchester criticized the proposed 
spending plan because it assumes 
revenues that aren’t likely to be available. 
In a statement released last Friday, the 
organization said the $30 million for the 
airport privatization deal should not have 
been plugged into the budget.

“This is the third year in a row that the 
League of Women Voters has called for a 
tax increase,” its statement read in part. 
“The county could remain well under 
the two percent cap and still provide 
extra monies that would close the budget 
imbalance and allow many aspects of the 
proposed budget to remain in place. The 
people of Westchester are not being well 
served by this proposed budget.”

None of the legislators who attended 
the hearing responded to the public’s 
comments.

Following last week’s hearing, Legislator 
Sheila Marcotte (R-Tuckahoe), chair of the 
Budget and Appropriations Committee, 
said changes would be considered this 
week. 

The final 2018 budget public hearing 
is scheduled for Wednesday night at the 
County Office Building in White Plains at 
7 p.m. A budget must be approved by the 
Board of Legislators no later than Dec. 27.

continued from page 1
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This advertisement is supported in part by a grant  
from the New York State Department of Health. 

Holidays can be hard 
for families living  
with dementia ...  
We are here to help

Feeling 
overwhelmed?  
Call the Alzheimer’s 
Association’s 
24/7 Helpline at 
800.272.3900 
anytime for support 
and assistance.  
 
We have information 
and classes to help 
make the holidays 
more fun and less 
stressful. 

Visit alz.org/care 
and click on Training 
& Support for a 
variety of caregiver 
resources.

alz.org/hudsonvalley
Hudson Valley Chapter

 

The Most Affordable,  
Assisted Living in Westchester 

Bethel Springvale Inn 
Quality & Affordability - It’s an Easy Choice!  

 877-309-9796 
Call About Our Move-in Specials 

At the Heart of Senior Living                  
bethelwell.org  

62 Springvale Rd.  
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520 

ArtsWestchester Celebrates a Work of Art at Annual Gala 
ArtsWestchester celebrated the new 

Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge at 
its annual gala Nov. 19 by honoring the 
integral work of key individuals who 
helped to make the new bridge a reality. 

With the theme, “Celebrating a Work 
of Art,” ArtsWestchester honored  Jamey 
Barbas, P.E., New NY Bridge Project 
Director of the New York State Thruway 
Authority, and all of  The Men and 
Women Who Built the Bridge, including 
engineers, contractors, trades people, 
unions, managers and others who 
worked on the bridge.  Terry Towle, 
president of Tappan Zee Constructors, 
LLC, accepted the award on their behalf. 
In addition, ArtsWestchester presented 
Special Recognition awards to Dr. Marsha 
Gordon, president and CEO of The 
Business Council of Westchester, and 
Andrew P. O’Rourke, Jr., Educational 
Outreach Coordinator for the New NY 
Bridge Project for the New York State 
Thruway Authority.

“The Governor Mario M. Cuomo 
Bridge is both a metaphor and a work 
of art,” said Janet Langsam, CEO of 
ArtsWestchester. “Its grace and grandeur 
mark the historic passage across the 
Hudson River. It is a beacon for residents 
and travelers, a symbol of the connectivity 
between Westchester and the Hudson 
Valley,” She continued, “We are thrilled to 
be honoring the men and women who are 

building the bridge.”
Jamey Barbas explained, “I believe 

designers of civil works, like artists, should 
aspire to create uplifting, aesthetically 
pleasing, awe-inspiring works. The new 
Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge spans 
the great Hudson River with elegance 

and fits gracefully within the landscape it 
frames.”

The honorary chairpersons for 
ArtsWestchester’s 2017 Gala were Ross 
J. Pepe, president of the Construction 
Industry Council of Westchester 
and Hudson Valley; and Edward 

Doyle, president of the Building 
and Construction Trades Council of 
Westchester and Putnam Counties. The 
event’s dinner chairperson was George 
Troyano, President and Publisher of The 
Journal News.

 

(Left to right) ArtsWestchester 2017 Gala: Appreciation Awardee Andrew P. O’Rourke Jr., Public 
Outreach Coordinator for NYS Thruway Authority; Gala Honoree Jamey Barbas, Project Director, NYS 
Thruway Authority; Terry Towle, representing Gala Honoree “The Men and Women Who Built the 
Bridge”; Appreciation Awardee Marsha Gordon, President and CEO, Business Council of  Westchester. 
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If you imaginedyou could changethe world, you’re ready for AgeWell New York.

THE WAY TO AGE WELL 
IN NEW YORK
Pe rsona l i z ed , easy  t o  unde rs t and , 
easy  t o  l i v e  w i t h  Med i ca re 
Advan tage  P resc r i p t i on  D rug  P l ans
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Cuomo Urged to Convene Task Force on Sexual Harassment in State Government
In light of the recent flood of sexual 

harassment accusations against 
members of all echelons of the political 
world, entertainment and media, state 
Assemblywoman Sandy Galef (D/
Ossining) has called on Governor 
Andrew Cuomo to immediately convene 
a task force charged with comprehensively 
reviewing existing state government 
policies and making recommendations 
for a uniform standard to handle claims 
and investigations involving all state 
workers and elected officials.

Galef ’s proposal for a coordinated task 
force would include representatives from 
the Assembly, Senate, and the offices 
of the Governor, Attorney General and 
Comptroller.  It would be required to 
develop a recommendation for a consistent 
sexual harassment policy spanning across 
all state agencies and departments within 
three months of its formation.

Both houses of the Legislature and 
the Executive Branch, which include the 
state agencies, have workplace rules to 
address sexual harassment complaints. 
However, different systems are in place 
for each institution and no clear standards 
exist for all government workers and 
elected officials. The definition of sexual 
harassment is the same unwelcome 
behavior from one person to another 
regardless of where he or she works.

“We have seen only the very beginning 

of these charges as more people feel 
braver about coming forward,” said Galef. 
“Performing thorough investigations 
will be hard enough. Compounding the 
challenge will be how we apply different 
processes to investigate these allegations.”

A comparison of the Assembly and 
Senate sexual harassment policies 

show marked differences in how both 
manage employee grievances, including 
investigation procedures and time frames 
for the entire process once a complaint is 
formally filed.

“If you are a member of the Assembly, the 
Senate or are employed by the DMV, you 
still work for New York State, and as such 
you should have the same standard apply 
and to know there is a straightforward 
process. The goal of the task force will 
be to consolidate the separate policies 
and provide an unambiguous policy for 
anyone who receives a paycheck from the 
state,” Galef said.

Workplace harassment is illegal in New 
York and is a violation of the state Human 
Rights Law and Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, which forbids discrimination 
and harassment based on a person’s sex. 
Every employee in New York is entitled to 
a working environment free from sexual 
harassment. In 2015, the Governor signed 
into law Galef ’s legislation that allowed 
all workers to file a complaint of sexual 
harassment with the state, regardless of 
the size of their employer.

NYS Assemblywoman, Sandy Galef  has called on 
Gov. Cuomo to convene a task force t address 
sexual harassment in State government.
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Police Blotter
Greenburgh Police Department

Automobile Accident. On December 8 
at about midnight, officers responded to 
a motor vehicle accident in the vicinity 
of Rockledge Avenue in Hartsdale. A 
resident of the neighborhood told police 
he heard a vehicle speed up the street then 
a loud crash. The witness then exited his 
apartment to see two men standing in the 
street where the accident occurred. When 
they were approached the men fled, but 
were apprehended down the street from 
the accident scene. One was combative, 
uncooperative and heavily intoxicated 
and was placed into handcuffs for officer 
safety and detained. A canvass and an 
additional investigation were conducted to 
attempt to locate the driver of the vehicle 
that struck two parked cars. The detainee 
continued to be highly uncooperative and 
hostile and later admitted to a paramedic 
on scene to having more than 10 drinks 
in a few hours. This party was later 
transported to White Plains Hospital 
complaining of minor injuries from the 
accident. 

Suspicious Incident. On December 8 at 
about 3:30 a.m. a resident on Old Kensico 
Road reported to police that through his 
window on the second floor, he observed 
a male going through his vehicle located 
on the driveway and two other males 

with hoodies standing by as lookouts. 
When the witness went to seek a phone 
to dial 911, the three males were gone. 
Responding units located three males just 
north on Old Kensico and Old Tarrytown 
Rd. wearing hoodies. Two were carrying 
book bags. All suspects reported that the 
reason they were in the area was because 
they were looking for a back street to get 
to Burger King in Elmsford. The two males 
with book bags only had personal items in 
their possession. There was no camera on 
the premises where the incident occurred 
and the witness did not report anything 
missing. He was also unable to identify the 
suspects as those he saw on his property. 
All suspects were released on scene and 
given directions back to Tarrytown Rd. 
Police canvassed surrounding vehicles 
and found all to be apparently normal.

Stolen Automobile. On the afternoon 
of December 8, a White Plains resident 
informed the Greenburgh Police 
Department that his car was stolen. The 
alleged victim said that a week earlier he 
had lent the car to a friend but needed it 
back within two days. He had not heard 
from that friend since. An inquiry found 
that a vehicle with the same New York 
plate number had been reported stolen out 
of New Rochelle on September 14, 2014 
and that the plates had also come back as 

stolen. Greenburgh Police contacted the 
New Rochelle Police Department. It was 
discovered that the vehicle identification 
number matched two stolen plates. The 
investigation is ongoing.

Identity Theft. On December 8 a 
Greenburgh resident walked into police 
headquarters to report that a month 
earlier on November 5 his Visa credit card 
was charged 15 times totaling $1800 at 
several different McDonalds locations in 
the Albany area. The victim said he had 
not made any of those charges and that he 
had no idea who did. The victim wished 
to make this report for documentation 
purposes and further told police that he 
had cancelled his credit card.

Grand Larceny. On December 8, 
a Mr. Frank told police that two days 
earlier, Saturday, Dec. 6 at about 10 p.m. 
he had parked his car at the Greenburgh 
Multiplex Theater in a parking spot on 
the northern side of the building. When 
he returned, he noticed his briefcase 
missing from the interior. The victim also 
reported that he left his car unlocked. 
The briefcase was located in between the 
driver and passenger seats and contained 
a Mac Laptop, prescription medication 
(Oxycontin) and various miscellaneous 
papers. There are no suspects at this time. 

The victim requested a police report on 
this incident. Police responded to the 
Greenburgh Multiplex Theater to attempt 
to obtain surveillance footage of the 
incident.

Driving Without License. At about 
2:45 a.m. on December 9, police observed 
a car traveling at high speed on Hartsdale 
Road, White Plains. After pulling the car 
over, an officer approached the vehicle 
and observed that the driver was the sole 
occupant of the vehicle. He produced 
an authentic NYS non-driver ID Card, 
identified himself and apologized for 
traveling at a high rate of speed, indicating 
that he was not used to driving his 
girlfriend’s car. An NCIC and E-Justice 
inquiry of the license revealed that the 
driver had a revoked license with a total of 
two open scoffs on two separate dates. The 
driver was issued a ticket for disobeying 
a traffic control device and a ticket for 
aggravated unlicensed operation in the 
3rd degree. He was released on the scene.
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We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 

editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 

editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to  
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.  

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide their 

name, address and contact information. 

Letters Policy

Local Groups Call for Special Election to Fill Latimer Senate Seat

Feiner Proposes NYS Legislation to Include Private Schools in Anti Bullying Law

As members of Indivisible and 
progressive groups in Westchester County, 
we are writing to express our strong 
support for a special election to be held 
in March to fill the important senate seat 
that will be vacated by George Latimer. 

We believe pressing State issues require 
representation from the district and 
oppose leaving the seat vacant through the 
spring budget process. Over the course of 
the past year, we have worked tirelessly 

towards influencing and strengthening 
our local government to better represent 
our progressive values. With the daily 
uncertainty and turmoil that a Trump 
presidency creates on a national level, 
we understand that having a strong 
government close to home, both at the 
state and local level, is critical to creating 
a wall of resistance to Trump and GOP’s 
harmful and divisive policies. 

We believe New York State should be 

a leader for progressive causes that we 
care so deeply about. From immigrant 
protections to criminal justice reform, 
protecting our environment, health care 
and campaign finance reform, we know 
New York can serve as the vanguard that 
the country so desperately needs during 
this chaotic time in our nation’s history. 
For that reason, we believe it is important 
to not only fill the vacancy quickly, but 
to support a progressive candidate that 

shares our values and will champion those 
causes. 

We hope that you will take our 
recommendation under advisement, and 
call for a special election immediately 
following Senator Latimer’s resignation. 

–Indivisible Westchester, NYCD-16 
Indivisible, Indivisible North Castle, 

Northern Westchester Indivisible, 
Indivisible New Rochelle, WE Persist 

A Greenburgh student who attended 
private school and was bullied did not 
get the help she needed from the private 
school.

A resident of Greenburgh, Iris 
Schlesinger,  who sent her daughter to a 
private school in northern Westchester 
(the school not to be named because 
of an ongoing lawsuit), had a very bad 
experience with bullying. 

Schlesinger’s daughter was bullied by 
a fellow student on social media and in 
person, eventually leading to a death 
threat. The school administrators refused 
to take appropriate disciplinary action 

against the student who bullied  her 
daughter because they claimed there was 
no evidence the activities took place on 
school grounds. 

Schlesinger withdrew her daughter 
from the private school and did not get a 
refund (tuition is about $40,000 a year), 
although a partial reimbursement was 
offered to not mention the name of the 
school publicly.

News 12 aired a story about this matter. 
“There is currently an anti bullying 

statute that applies to public schools. 
However, it does not apply to private 
schools. I feel that  the NYS Legislature 

and NYS Department of Education 
should  change the laws to provide all 
students with protection against bullying, 
whether they attend private or public 
schools. I intend to contact the Westchester 
delegation to the NYS Legislature and the 
NYS Department of Education and will 
urge them to take action,” Greenburgh 
Town Supervisor Paul Feiner said in an 
email.

Schlesinger contacted the Greenburgh 
Police Department and met with a Special 
Victims Detective who informed her that 
their hands are usually tied in these types 
of cases.

“While the Dignity for All Students Act, 
or DASA, legally prohibits bullying in 
New York and outlines criteria to prevent 
and respond to it, Article 17 states that the 
law only applies to public schools. This 
loophole doesn’t exist in other nearby 
states like New Jersey,” said Feiner.

According to the News 12 report, 
most private schools do have their own 
guidelines on bullying, but the loophole 
essentially allows them to self-regulate 
and avoid the legal requirement that 
public schools have to refer the most 
extreme cases to police.

Woman Pleads Guilty To Vehicular 
Manslaughter

Emma Fox of Rye, pleaded guilty Nov. 
29 to vehicular manslaughter and DWI 
charges in the death of Manhattanville 
College student Robert Schartner. She 
faces up to seven years in state prison 
when she is sentenced on Feb. 7, 2018.

Fox, 25, pleaded guilty before Judge 
Helen Blackwood to one count of 
Vehicular Manslaughter in the Second 
Degree, a class “D” Felony; and one 
count of Driving While Intoxicated, a 
class “A” Misdemeanor.

On Oct. 9, 2016, at approximately 
4:50 a.m., Fox was driving her 2012 
Nissan Sentra eastbound on Westchester 
Avenue in White Plains when she struck 
and killed Schartner, then a 21-year-

old Manhattanville college student who 
was running back to his dorm from a 
location in downtown White Plains.

After striking Schartner, Fox drove 
approximately one-half mile before 
stopping her car on the right shoulder of 
Westchester Avenue near Meadowbrook 
Road. A passing motorist saw that her 
car had sustained substantial damage to 
the windshield and called 911. 

Police responding to the scene found 
Schartner unconscious on the shoulder 
of Westchester Avenue near the entrance 
to eastbound Interstate 287. He had 
severe trauma to the back of his head, 
and was pronounced dead at the scene.

White Plains police officers detected an 
odor of alcohol on Fox’s breath. Standard 
Field Sobriety tests were conducted, 

which Fox failed. 
She was arrested 
and transported 
to White Plains 
Police Department 
Headquarters. 
Fox was then taken 
to White Plains 

Hospital where 
she consented 
to a blood and 
urine test. Testing 

revealed that her blood alcohol was 
above .08 percent. 

An autopsy of the victim revealed that 
the cause of death was blunt force trauma 
of the body with fractures of skull and 
ribs, lacerations of brain, lungs, liver and 
internal hemorrhages.  

Police Blotter

Emma Fox

Obituraries
Donna Bettini  
(Cleveland)
Donna E. Bettini, 74 of Pinehurst 

passed away at FirstHealth Moore 
Regional Hospital on Sunday, Nov. 
26 after a long and valiant battle with 
cancer. Born in Peekskill on May 26, 
1943, she was the daughter of David 
and Olga Cleveland. Her brother David 
and sister Patricia predeceased her. She 
retired from IBM after 30years of service 
to the company and worked throughout 
Westchester County during that time. 

Donna and her husband moved to 
Pinehurst in 1996. 

She is survived by her husband 
Richard, of Pinehurst and by her two 
sisters-in-law, Carmen Karisch of Texas 
and Karen Cleveland of New York. 

Donna is also survived by her two 
nephews, Scott and Craig Karisch of 
Texas and her niece, Kendra Trueba of 
Texas, as well as two grandnieces Ava 
and Emma Trueba and her grandnephew 
Trevor Karisch of Texas. 

Donna enjoyed her word seek games 
and crosswords as well as reading her 
gossip magazines. She traveled to Italy 
many times and enjoyed traveling with 
her husband.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
that donations be made to the charity of 
your choice.
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FCA 1035(b), 1036 Form 10-7a
[NOTE: May be served outside 
New York State] (Summons-Child 
Abuse Case)
(8/2010) FAMILY COURT OF 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

In the Matter of   SEVERE 
ABUSE PETITION LACEY 
PATTERSON (CIN#FU58044Y), 
Docket No. NA-11220-17
A Child under Eighteen Years of 
Age F/U No. 151258Alleged to be 
Abused, Severely Abused and Ne-
glected by 
SUMMONS AND INQUEST  
LACY PATTERSON,       
NOTICE (Child Abuse Case)

Respondent.

NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF 
YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER 
CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR   
LOSS OF YOUR RIGHTS TO 
YOUR CHILD.  IF YOUR CHILD 
STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 
15 OF THE MOST RECENT 22 
MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY 
BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE 
A PETITION TO TERMINATE 

YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS 
AND TO COMMIT GUARDIAN-
SHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR 
CHILD TO THE AGENCY FOR 
THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.  
IN SOME CASES, THE AGEN-
CY MAY FILE BEFORE THE 
END OF THE 15-MONTH PERI-
OD. IF SEVERE OR REPEATED 
CHILD ABUSE IS PROVEN BY 
CLEAR AND CONVINCING EV-
IDENCE, THIS FINDING MAY 
CONSTITUTE THE BASIS TO 
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL 
RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT 
GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTO-
DY OF YOUR CHILD TO THE 
AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES 
OF ADOPTION.  

UPON  GOOD CAUSE, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN IN-
VESTIGATION TO DETERMINE 
WHETHER THE NON-RESPON-
DENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED AS A RESPON-
DENT; IF THE COURT DE-
TERMINES THE CHILD(REN) 
SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM 
HIS/HER HOME, THE COURT 
MAY ORDER AN INVESTI-
GATION TO DETERMINE 

WHETHER THE NON-RESPON-
DENT PARENT(s) SHOULD 
BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS 
FOR THE CHILD(REN); IF 
THE CHILD(REN) IS PLACED 
AND REMAINS IN FOSTER 
CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE 
MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO 
MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY 
BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PE-
TITION(S) FOR TERMINATION 
OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(S) AND COM-
MITMENT OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD(REN) FOR THE PUR-
POSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN 
IF THE PARENT(S) WERE NOT 
NAMED AS RESPONDENTS 
IN THE CHILD NEGLECT OR 
ABUSE PROCEEDING. 

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT 
HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST 
TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT 
CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN) 
AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT 
OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH 
THE CHILD(REN).

A Petition under Article 10 of the 
Family Court Act having been 

filed with this Court, and annexed  
hereto

YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE 
HEREBY SUMMONED to appear 
before this Court at  131 Warbur-
ton Avenue, Yonkers, New York 
10701, on JANUARY 3,  2018 at 
9:30 o’clock in the morning   after-
noon of that day to answer the pe-
tition and to be dealt with in accor-
dance with Article 10 of the Family 
Court Act.

Upon your failure to appear as 
herein directed, the Court may 
proceed to Inquest on the above 
date and hear and determine the 
petition as provided by law.  The 
Court may after inquest hearing 
adjudicate the subject child to be 
an abused and neglected child, 
abused and neglected by you. Fur-
thermore, on said date or any ad-
journ date, the Court may proceed 
to a Dispositional hearing in your 
absence and render a determina-
tion as provided by law.

Dated:  November 13, 2017_____
Clerk of Court

LEGAL NOTICE

Holiday Time is Best for Home Enjoyment
December 30, 2014 - January 5, 2015 The Examiner14

Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.

That time between Thanksgiving and 
New Year’s is my favorite time of year as 
a homeowner. 

Others may prefer spring when the 
garden is waking up, so that they can be 
spending time outside, or mid- or late-
summer when the flower and vegetable 
gardens are in full bloom, or perhaps the 
fall when nature’s rich colors can take our 
breath away. But for me, I’m most grateful 
for my home and the pleasures it affords 
in the dead of winter. 

When I owned my single-family house 
before moving into a condo, this was 
the time when, finally, that stubborn 
grout weed that plagued my property 
finally went into total remission for the 
season and the leaves had been raked and 
composted. My time was suddenly free 
for neglected chores that might include 
arranging to have that horrible floor, 
hidden by a rug for 20 years, refinished 
or smaller tasks such as gluing on a knob 
to that antique chest that fell off years ago 
and repairing all those furniture scratches 
that had accumulated through the year 
with Old English Scratch Cover. 

By the way, when my wife and I had 
our antiques shop, Old English Scratch 
Cover was the single most important item 
in our bag of tricks to make our furniture 
inventory look twice as good from the 
time we bought it at auction until it made 
its way into our shop.  

This year the chores 
are greatly eased 
since we acquired our 
downsized condo. It 
meant scaling back our 
possessions to fit less 
square footage and the 
elimination of outside 
chores.

This time between 
holidays is when my 
house looks its best 
with decorations. When 
I was a student at the 
College of William & 
Mary in Williamsburg, 
Va., I picked up some 
tricks for wreaths and 
table centerpieces that I 
still use today, building 
on heavy foundations 
of big pinecones and 
greens that I always picked up on my own 
property. Now I leave all that to my wife 
Margaret and she goes to town with it. Just 
the smell of the pine throughout the house 
is dizzying throughout the season. And 
now my grandson Richie has joined the 
effort, making wreaths for his Boy Scouts 
as fundraisers.

I take advantage of the extra days that 
sneak in among the holidays, like the 
Friday after Thanksgiving and the days 
around Christmas and New Year’s Day. 

When others are taking those 
days off, that’s when I get busy 
around the house. 

Of course, my wife has her 
own agenda both before and 
after the holidays, preparing for 
the guests and entertaining. The 
days before involve shopping 
while the days after are for 
cleaning up.

And finally, it’s the time of 
new beginnings as homeowners, 
when we can usher in the new 
year with home projects. As I 
take inventory of the projects 
I’ve completed in the last year, 
such as engaging Jan Efraimsen 
of Woodtronics Millwork Corp. 
in Yorktown Heights to design 
and install the magnificent built-
ins in my great room and two 
bedrooms, I look forward to the 

work to be done such as decorating the 
master bedroom.

But first, my focus is on enjoying the 
day by taking our trusty artificial tree 
from the storage room and decorating it 
with ornaments that we’ve both made and 
collected over the past 50 years. We center 
it in front of our unit’s Palladian-like 
window on the fifth floor where passersby 
can see it, like a beacon welcoming in the 
holiday season.

It’s another opportunity to celebrate 

new beginnings and once again trying to 
figure out what Auld Lang Syne means, 
thinking that you’ve gotten the gist of it, 
but forgetting again by the time next year 
rolls around. 

If you’re looking for excellent cabinetry 
work, call Jan Efraimsen at Woodtronics 
Millwood Corp. at 914-962-5205.

While Bill Primavera has enjoyed a 
career as a publicist, he is now a Realtor® 
associated with William Raveis Real 
Estate, specializing in upper Westchester 
and Putnam Counties.  To engage the 
services of The Home Guru to market 
your home for sale, call 914-522-2076.
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Guest 
Column

By Richard Cirulli

Boomerang

Free Thinkers? So We Think
The Battle for Our Minds

Recorded history 
is long with those 
brave freethinkers of 
the past, regretfully 
mostly ignored today, 
who questioned, 
opined and sought 
alternates to our 
social evolution. 

Such profound thinkers came from 
such disciplines as theology, philosophy, 
academe and science. 

In times past, freethinkers acquired 
their knowledge and wisdom via 
academics and observing the frail human 
condition in conflict. Their hopes and 
ambitions were intended to raise the bar 
of humanity and to prevent humanity 
from destroying itself. These freethinkers 
sought to develop a new paradigm of 
thought for both individual intellectual 
advancement and for improved forms of 
government and politics. A difficult task, 
to say the least, when having to overcome 
humanity’s trivial concerns such as egoism, 
vanity, selfishness and insecurities, central 
in most people’s thinking and behaviors.  

For the purpose of this article, the 
author will use the Sixties as the turning 

point when individual freethinkers were 
usurped (to a greater degree) into today’s 
collective consciousness of “freethinking.”  

The author supports an individual’s 
preference for their choice of philosophy, 
and writes with the intent to discern where 
we receive our information 
today as opposed to the 
past.

Prior to the Sixties, 
radical or freethinking 
views and ideologies were 
broadcast directly from 
the philosopher’s mouth 
or pen to their audience. The hotbed 
of radical freethinkers of the Sixties – 
real or charlatan – benefitted from the 
technology of mass communication with 
the news media as its agent to broadcast 
to the greater population. The Sixties may 
be viewed as the demarcation line where 
freethinker’s views were transmitted in 
an unadulterated and direct order, as 
opposed to today’s information that is 
filtered and biased, controlled by a third-
party power. 

History’s early freethinkers, Kant, Locke 
and Kierkegaard, to name just a few for a 
point of reference, attempted to accelerate 

the pace of our social order by writing 
and disseminating works in the attempt 
to enlighten the individual mind to better 
navigate the evolution of the expanding 
social order of materialism. 

Like Adam Smith’s economic rule that 
the rising tide of capitalism will 
raise all boats, a rising tide of 
individual true enlightenment 
will raise the tide of knowledge 
of all individuals. These 
early freethinkers sought to 
create a revolution of human 
consciousness to complement 

or counteract (depending on one’s 
personal views) the industrial revolution, 
where nations learned to exploit the power 
of energy resources, technology and labor 
for growth.

The 21st Century is proving to be a truly 
different world. 

In a recent New York Times interview, 
Jaron Lanier, a founding member of the 
“digerati,” a Microsoft wizard and author 
of his forthcoming memoir, “Dawn of the 
New Everything: Encounters with Reality 
and Virtual Reality” refers to himself as a 
professional illusionist.

Lanier is aware of the “Matrix” dangers 
of Virtual Reality. He writes that it could 
turn out to be one of the most evil 
inventions of all time. “If you control a 
person’s reality, you control the person. 
Never has a medium been so potent for 
beauty and so vulnerable to creepiness. 
The Internet was intended to create the 

best visible world of information; instead 
we are now living in a time of total opacity. 
The Facebook business model is a mass 
behavior modification for pay.”

Lanier goes on to say, “You’re a mark of 
social media, if you are manipulated by it. 
One of the ways to tell is there’s a certain 
personality quality that overtakes you. It’s 
been called the snowflake quality. It is a 
highly reactive, thin-skinned, outraged 
single-mindedness.” 

It signals the beginning stages of one 
having lost the struggle and ownership of 
their own mind. 

Dr. Kingsley, in his book, “The Struggle 
for Your Mind,” concurs with this view that 
our minds are being clipped and trimmed 
in order to fit the new social model. It is in 
essence a cultural devolution, befitting the 
model of brainwashing and propaganda.

In closing, we can never be true 
freethinkers if we believe we are truthfully 
informed by the biased views presented in 
today’s media and pop culture. We have 
bred a culture that is hostile and fearful 
of discourse. Open and honest discourse 
is the only option for securing an honest 
and fair diversity. We know all too well a 
few snowflakes precede the blizzard. 

Will we wise up before we bury ourselves 
in the avalanche of our own ignorance?  

Dr. Richard Cirulli is a retired professor, 
business consultant, writer, columnist,  
and innocent bystander at large. He 
welcomes your comments at Profcirulli@
optonline.net.
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An Update on the State of the Natural Cork Industry

By Nick Antonaccio

ARE YOU A SAFE DRIVER?  
A RESPONSIBLE HOMEOWNER?

Let our agency tell you about the AARP® Auto & 
Homeowners Insurance Program from The Hartford. 
As your local Hartford independent agency, we can show  
you all the advantages, including:

•	 Average	savings	of	$404*	for	drivers	who	switch.
•	 “Bundling”	discounts	for	insuring	your	home	and	cars.
•	 Friendly	service	from	our	local	office.

Get your FREE no-obligation quote today!

*Savings amounts are based on information from The Hartford’s AARP Auto Insurance Auto Insurance Program customer who became new auto insurance policyholders between 7/1/13 and 6/30/14 through the traditional 
AARP Auto Insurance Program and provided data regarding their savings.  Authorized agents can also provide coverage under this Program.  Your savings may vary.

The AARP Automobile & Homeowners Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford CT 06155. CA license number 5152. In 
Washington, the Auto Program is underwritten by Trumbull Insurance Company. The Home Program is underwritten by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company. AARP does not employ or endorse agents or brokers.  AARP 
and its affiliates are not insurers.  Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for 
Program eligibility in most states. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify. Specific features, credits, and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state filings 
and applicable law. You have the option of purchasing a policy directly from The Hartford.  Your price, however, could vary, and you will not have the advice, counsel or services of your independent agent.PL
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   Keep Insurance Agency    
27 Cleveland Street        
Valhalla    , NY    , 10595   

   Joseph Cantarella    
Executive Vice President    
jcantarella@keepinsurance.com    
http://keepinsurance.com/       

914-220-1414

Several years ago, 
I penned a column 
discussing the 
relative qualities and 
desirability of various 
wine bottle closures. 
Consumers continue 
to be confronted 

with an assortment of 
alternatives to the traditional natural cork. 
Plastic corks, synthetic corks, hi-tech 
natural corks, glass tops and screwcaps 
have found their way into mainstream 
America.

The market for alternative closures was 
fomented by a growing problem with 
natural cork. Inconsistent quality control 
resulted in corks containing a chemical, 
Trichloroanisole (TCA) that taints a 
bottle of wine, causing an offensive odor 
(think moldy newspapers or a wet dog) 
that makes the wine undrinkable.

I recently attended a seminar presented 
by the Portuguese Cork Association 
in conjunction with the Cork Quality 
Council, a nonprofit organization 
founded to improve quality assurance 
performance, among other missions. 
Arranged by Colangelo & Partners, a 
leading wine and spirits communications 
agency, Dr. Paulo Lopes, head of research 
at Amorim Group, the largest producer of 
natural corks in the world, presented an 
enlightening interactive session. 

Lopes presented an engaging view of 

his cork-centric focus and the good news 
coming from the industry. He focused 
on the effect of closures on wine taint, 
oxidation, reduction and Brettanomyces 
(more on these in a future column). He 
offered his insights into the evolution 
of the Portuguese cork 
industry, which brings me 
to this column’s subject.

But first a primer on 
natural cork.

The cork oak tree is a 
prolific source of cork bark. 
Beginning in its 25th year, 
it produces a new crop 
every nine to 12 years over 
its 200-year life. It is said that when the 
Portuguese plant a new tree, “you plant 
not for yourself or your son, but for your 
grandson.”

The cork industry is one of the best 
examples of sustainability. The trees 
are mostly self-sustaining, requiring no 
pesticides, herbicides, soil additives or 
irrigation. Over 80 percent of the hand-
harvested bark is utilized for corks. The 
remainder is used for flooring, shoes, 
insulation and other commercial uses. 
There is no waste, making for a uniquely 
renewable product. One billion closures 
are produced annually.

At the turn of this century, it became 
clear that the Portuguese cork industry 
was its own worst enemy. It had become 
a monopoly, serving all wine regions 

with little, if any, competition. Basking 
in this aura, it became complacent. 
Defective corks were popping up with 
increasing frequency. It is estimated that 
as many as one in 15 bottles of wine 
were compromised in 2005. A number 

of winemakers fled to the 
growing availability of 
alternative closures.

The Portuguese 
responded to this sales 
slump. Improvements in 
production techniques, 
enhanced quality controls 
and technological 
innovations resulted in 

a significant reduction in cork taint. 
The Cork Quality Council estimates 
that the frequency of tainted wines has 
dropped to one in 100 bottles, an amazing 
improvement.

Not satisfied with this dramatic 
improvement, several companies have 
introduced new innovations.  

The Amorim Group of Portugal has 
developed a new technology, marketed 
as NDtech, which “individually tests each 
wine cork for TCA, using unprecedented 
fast chromatography technology.” This 
equipment can “detect any cork with 
more than 0.5 nanograms of TCA per 
liter, which will be automatically removed 
from the supply chain.” And they back up 
their claim with a guarantee of veracity. 
Is 0.5 nanograms an acceptable level? 

Consider that this is the equivalent of one 
drop of water in 800 Olympic-sized pools.

An international company, Nomacorc, 
has gone a different route. It is a non-
cork cork, produced from the sugar cane 
plant. Guaranteed to be taint-free, there 
is an additional attraction. Consider all 
of the desirable qualities of cork and 
then improve them. The Nomacorc corks 
are extruded from the plant, allowing 
customizable closures to regulate the 
amount of oxygen that permeates a 
bottle of wine (a very desirable quality to 
artisanal winemakers). 

My economics professor in college 
spouted that competition is the mother 
of invention and the engine of progress. 
Even in the most basic of industries, I 
might add.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted  wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA 120517

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HELP WANTED
INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX PRE-
PARER/MANAGER YORKTOWN 
HEIGHTS solo accounting firm seeks 
an efficient and organized individual to 
manage small income tax practice and 
prepare returns for the 2018 tax season.  
Candidate must possess sufficient knowl-
edge and experience to prepare all types 
of individual returns with little or no su-
pervision.  Excellent annual opportunity 
for someone looking to be involved with 
the tax season without an overwhelming 
commitment.  Make your own hours be-
ginning in February.  Reply to taxpracti-
ceny@gmail.com.

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-

cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KILLI-
METT DATA CONSULTING, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New York (SSNY) on Sept 
6th 2017.  Location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent for service of 
process on LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: To pro-
vide data management consulting. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION 100 WATTS 
CONSULTING, LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 10/20/2017. Loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 120 Brite Ave., 
Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any law-
ful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION MPC 
HOLDINGS, LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 10/12/2017. Loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process to: 
80 Random Farms Dr., Chappaqua, NY 
10514. Purpose: Any lawful acts.

MILCA ENTERPRISE, LLC. Art. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 10/11/17. Office: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 7014 13th Av-
enue Suite 202, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11228. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LBJ  
SOLUTIONS, LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on October 30, 2017. 
Office in Westchester County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 

served. SSNY shall mail process to: Louis 
Bastone 88 Lyons Road Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: HON-
ORABLE REALTY, LLC. ART OF ORG. 
filed with SSNY on 10/25/17. Office in 
Westchester County, SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: 148 North Terrace Avenue, Mount 
Vernon, NY 10550. Purpose: Real Estate 
purposes.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NEW 
YORK SHITTY LLC. Articles of Org. 
filed with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on July 18, 2017. Office location: West-
chester County. SSNY is designated as 
agent upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail service of pro-
cess (SOP) to UNITED STATES CORPO-
RATION AGENTS, INC. @ 7014 13TH 
AVENUE, SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11228, UNITED STATES 
CORPORATION AGENTS, INC. is des-
ignated as agent for SOP at 7014 13TH 
AVENUE, SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11228. Purpose: any law-
ful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF COR-
DOVA MANAGEMENT, LLC. ARTS. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/08/17. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 1251 Wilson Road, 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598. Purpose: 
any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 336 
WASHINGTON AVENUE ASSOCI-
ATES, LLC. Arts of Org filed with Secy 
of state of NY on 11/10/2017. Office loc: 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 336 Washington 
Ave., New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: 
any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). 
NAME: Flaggers Unlimited Plus, LLC 
Articles of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 10/10/2017. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: The LLC, 66 Leon-
ardo Dr. North Haven, CT, principal 
business location of the LLC. Purpose: 
any lawful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF M. 
ELIA WELLNESS, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/01/17. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served. 

SSNY shall mail process to M. Elia Well-
ness, LLC, P.O. Box 609, 1350 East Main 
Street, Shrub Oak, NY 10588 Purpose: 
For any legal purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF HEARING: MODIFICA-
TION TO THE SAW MILL VALLEY 
SANITARY SEWER DISTRICT BY 
THE REMOVAL OF ONE (1) PARCEL 
OF PROPERTY IN THE TOWN OF 
NEW CASTLE; NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING 
WILL BE HELD BY THE BOARD OF 
LEGISLATORS OF WESTCHESTER 
COUNTY ON THE 11th DAY OF DE-
CEMBER, 2017 AT 10:30 A.M. IN THE 
CHAMBERS OF THE WESTCHESTER 
COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS, 
8TH FLOOR, 148 MARTINE AVENUE, 
WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF HEARING PERSONS OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED IN THE RE-
MOVAL FROM THE SAW MILL VAL-
LEY SANITARY SEWER DISTRICT OF 
LAND IN THE TOWN OF NEW CASTLE 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FEA-
SIBILITY REPORT OF THE ACTING 
COMMISSIONER OF ENVIRONMEN-
TAL FACILITIES, DATED NOVEMBER 
22, 2017, BY STREET ADDRESS AND 
TAX MAP DESIGNATION AS FOL-
LOWS: 51 COWDIN CIRCLE, SECTION 
93.13, BLOCK 2, LOT 3 A COPY OF 
THE REPORT AND MAP PREPARED 
BY THE ACTING COMMISSIONER OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL FACILITIES IS ON 
FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK 
OF THE BOARD OF LEGISLATORS 
AND MAY BE INSPECTED THERE BY 
ANY INTERESTED PARTY DURING 
BUSINESS HOURS. CLERK OF THE 
COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW YORK
Dated: December 4, 2017, White Plains, 
New York

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
UPSTATE NY LAND! 5 to 41 acre tracts! 
Waterfront, old farmland, country bldg 
lots! Liquidation prices. Terms. Call 888-
905-8847 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. 
and foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, 
complete estates. Highest prices paid.  
Call 914-260-8783 for appointment.

Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@theexaminernews.com

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Westchester Ballet Company Performs Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker

WinterFest Holiday Market Returns to White Plains

Celebrating 67 years in existence, The 
Westchester Ballet Company (WBC) will 
perform Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker at 
The County Center in White Plains for its 
32nd season. It is choreographed by co-
Artistic Directors’ Beth Fritz-Logrea and 
Jean Logrea, founders of WBC’s official 
dance school, the Logrea Dance Academy 
(LDA). The Nutcracker is professionally 
staged and stars Xiao Xiao Cao as the Sugar 
Plum Fairy; Justin Estelle as the Cavalier; 
Dannys Gonzales as the Nutcracker; Elisa 
Toro Franky, as the Snow Queen; Theresé 

Wendler, as Coffee from Arabia; and many 
other talented guest artists and over 90 
LDA students, who are WBC company 
members. 

Performances are: 
Friday, Dec. 15 at 10 a.m. (special school 

performance and senior citizens); two 
performances on Saturday, Dec. 16 at 12:30 
p.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Final performance on Sunday, Dec. 17 at 
2 p.m. 

$27 adult tickets; $23 children and 
seniors (age 10 and under/60+); $23 for 

Groups of 20 or more; all Tickets $32 day 
of the performance. 

Nutcracker tickets are on sale now at the 
Westchester County Center box office and 
through Ticketmaster. The Counter Center 
box office is open Tuesday-Friday from

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and located at 
198 Central Ave, White Plains; www.
countycenter.biz, or call 914-995-4050. 

Tickets can also be purchased through 
Ticketmaster. Visit www.ticketmaster.com 
and search on Westchester Ballet Company. 

The Westchester Ballet Company is a 

not-for-profit dance repertory company 
located in Ossining. The mission is to 
promote an awareness and appreciation 
of dance throughout the communities of 
Westchester County and the surrounding 
areas. The Company maintains and 
constantly expands a repertoire of premier 
classical and contemporary ballets for the 
purpose of educating and training local 
dancers. These young dancers’ talents are 
often combined with those of renowned 
professional guest artists for memorable 
performances. 

WinterFest, presented by the City of 
White Plains and Bensidoun USA, kicks 
off on Wednesday, Dec. 20 and runs 
through Sunday, Dec. 24. The Market 
will be located on Court Street between 
Martine Avenue and Main Street (the 
same location as the White Plains 
Outdoor Farmer’s Market) and will be 
open Wednesday and Thursday from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m., Friday and Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Sunday from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Admission is free. 

The event will feature artisans and 
crafts people selling one of a kind items 
plus, music and dance performances are 
scheduled throughout the duration of the 

market. 
WinterFest is modeled on the holiday 

markets found throughout Europe that 
bring communities together with festive 
music, food, and gifts and help usher in 
the holiday season as a meeting place for 
friends and family. 

Participating vendors include Jar 
Worthy, custom blended soy candles; 
Wild Sea Salt, natural sea salt and 
seasonings. Special feature: cooking 
demo on 12/20 from 12 to 2 p.m.; Loola 
Doola Boutique, signature bags, jewelry 
and scarves; The Sweet Ampersand, hand 
lettering and calligraphy; Room to Create, 
art gallery and handmade mandala cards; 

Praline et Chocolat, chocolate 
creations; Pane di Oro, 
bread and muffins; Mind, 
Body & Bath, all natural 
skin care and soap; Hudson 
Valley Chocolate, handmade 
chocolate and caramels; 
Crowne Plaza Coffee Shop; 
Gluhwein, traditional mulled 
wine and delicious food; Beth 
Russo Jewelry, custom-made 
jewelry; Teagevity, organic tea 
and tea gear; Origami Owl, 
customized jewelry; Little 
Tibet,  shawls and scarves; 
The Twisted Branch, olive oil, 
vinegar, spices, honey; The 
Twisted Branch/Crepes & 
Waffles, hot chocolate, coffee, 
tea, crepes, waffles; Vivian’s 
Jewelry, handmade jewelry; 
Julie’s Vintage 1, vintage 
gifts and jewelry; Julie’s 
Vintage 2, vintage Christmas 
decorations; Garden of 
Chrystals, minerals, rocks 
and amber gemstones; Conte’s 
Seafood, fresh oysters for 
sale; Russian Winter, Russian 
holiday ornaments; Meredith’s Bread, 
bread and baked goods, including a line 
of gluten free products; Little Germany, 
German holiday decorations, Christmas 
cards and ceramic holiday ornaments.

WinterFest will also offer prepared 
food. 
Cooking Demos:

Wild Sea Salt with Chef Lisa Caccamise 
will conduct a cooking Demo on 
Wednesday, Dec. 20, 12 to 2p.m. Recipes 
include: Pan seared fish with sumac wild 
sea salt paired with a stir-fry of seasonal 
vegetables with dandelion wild sea salt.

White Plains Education & Training 
Center Chef Joe Brefere (owner of Joe’s 
BQ) will conduct a cooking Demo 
on Thursday, Dec. 21, 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Recipes include: Filet Mignon & 
Horseradish Crostini with Micro Arugula 
and Sweet Red Pepper. 

Break Bread Not Hearts will conduct 
a cooking Demo on Saturday, Dec. 23 at 
5:30 p.m. Giovanni Chef D’Amour Green 
will focus on dishes that remind us of 

the tastes that are intertwined with the 
traditions of our various cultures with Love 
as the main ingredient. Free 30-minute 
class. There will be a sign-up available 
as the number of spaces for participants 
is limited. To reserve your space please 
email amour@breakbreadnothearts.com 
or winterfestwp@gmail.com

HELP WANTED
CAPEX & Engg. Project Control Mngr  

sought by The Dannon Company, Inc. in White 
Plains, NY to engage in project mgmt., incldg. 

multisite project prioritization, & portfolio mgmt. 
of multiple simultaneous projects w/ large annual 

budgets. Req. Master’s deg. in Engg. Mgmt., Engg. 
or rltd field of study & 2 yrs exp w/ project Mgmt. 
incldg. multisite project prioritization, & portfolio 
Mgmt. of 10 simultaneous projects w/ an annual 
budget in excess of $100 million. In alternative, 
employer will accept Bachelor’s deg. in a stated 

field & 5 yrs of the stated exp. Must have 1 yr exp 
w/ each of the following: XLS w/ large number 

sets; Cartesis Magnitude s/ware; SAP; Microsoft 
Project; & multiple country project Mgmt. &  
reporting. 30% domestic travel reqd. Apply to 

https://career2.successfactors.eu/sfcareer/job
reqcareer?jobId=96806&company=DANON
E&username= ID 96806 or to Mathew Greco, 

Recruiter at matthew.greco@danone.com
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The Examiner is happy to help spread 
the word about your community event. 
Please submit your information at least 
three weeks prior to your event to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. For a full listing 
of the upcoming week's events, visit www.
theexaminernews.com and click on 
Happenings.

Tuesday, Dec. 5
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. This week’s guest 

speaker is Stephen Cohen, President, 
League of Women Voters of White Plains. 
The League of Women Voters takes 
no position on candidates for public 
office or on political parties. It works 
to encourage the informed and active 
participation of citizens in government, 
increase understanding of major policy 
issues, and influence public policy 
through education and advocacy. Stephen 
Cohen will discuss what the League of 
Women Voters of White Plains is doing 
locally to further the League’s mission. 
He will also offer some observations 
about the challenges LWVWP faced 
during the recent election season. 
Tuesdays@Dorry’s gathers conservation 
partners every Tuesday to share a meal 
and learn from presenters invited each 
week. Food ordering starts at 5:30 p.m. 
presentation 6 to 7 p.m. Dorry’s Diner,  

468Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, 914-
682-0005.

WPCNA Meeting. The December 
monthly meeting of the White Plains 
Council of Neighborhood Associations 
(WPCNA) will be held at 7 p.m. at 
Education House,  5 Homeside Lane, 
White Plains. Continuing the holiday 
meeting tradition, the special guest will be 
White Plains Mayor Tom Roach, who will 
talk about the state of the City and take 
questions. The Election for 2018 WPCNA 
officers will be held during this meeting. 
The Nominating Committee consists of 
volunteers Todd Gordon, Ira Wunder, 
and Howard Waldman as Chair

Merry Christmas Darling. Carpenters 
Christmas. Featuring Michelle Berting 
Brett, accompanied by a live, seven-piece 
Nashville band. The definitive celebration 
of the musical legacy of one of the most 
successful recording acts of all time. You’ll 
hear fascinating stories and sing along 
to songs like “Close to You,” “Yesterday 
Once More,” “We’ve Only Just Begun” and 
all your holiday favorites. Westchester 
Broadway Theatre, 1 Broadway Plaza, 
Elmsford. Dinner at 6:15 p.m. Show at 8 
p.m. $84 per person (plus tax). Show only: 
$50 per person (plus tax). Info and tickets: 

914-592-2222 or visit broadwaytheatre.
com.

Wednesday, Dec. 6
Noonday Getaway Concert. Downtown 

Music at Grace welcomes  musicians 
Diana Brown, violin;  Suzanne Wagor, 
viola;  Nelly Rocha, cello;  Haodong 
Wu,  piano. This program, presented in 
partnership with the Music Conservatory 
of Westchester, is the first of two concerts 
of Germanic repertoire, which illustrate 
the developing role of the piano as a 
musical partner in the classical and 
romantic periods.  A Downtown Music 
Debut.  The performance will be held at 
Grace Episcopal Church, 33 Church Street 
(Main Street at Mamaroneck Avenue), 
White Plains. The concert begins at 12:10 
p.m. and lasts for 30 minutes; admission 
is free. This concert is made possible, 
in part, with the generous support of 
D’Errico Jewelry, Scarsdale.

Student Art Show. An end-of-term 
celebration of student talent and creativity, 
exhibit reflects student accomplishments 
and faculty dedication. Includes prints, 
drawings, paintings, sculptures, digital 
images, graphic design and computer 
graphics created by students in various 
studio art classes. Westchester Community 

College’s Academic Arts Building’s Fine 
Arts Gallery at Westchester Community 
College, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Free. Exhibit runs through 
Dec. 18 Monday through Saturday 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and Thursdays from 4 to 
6 p.m. Info: 914-606-6621 or visit www.
sunywcc.edu/gallery. 

“The Secret Jews of Calabria.” 
Temple Israel of Northern Westchester 
Sisterhood  will present a screening of 
this documentary exploring the unlikely 
Italian community’s connection to 
Judaism. Follow Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s 
journey to discover the hidden Jewish 
Conversos or Anusim (“forced ones”) of 
southern Italy. Temple Israel of Northern 
Westchester, 31 Glengarry Rd., Croton-
on-Hudson. 7:30 p.m. Free. Info: Visit 
www.tinw.org.

The Mavericks in Concert. 
Supporting their new album “Brand 
New Day,” the genre-defying Mavericks 
are declaring their independence and 
stepping out on their own, the group’s 
first studio album released on Mono 
Mundo Recordings  Flashing the same 
exhilarating, beyond-category style that 
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Santa Claus has set up a special 
mailbox on the front steps of White 
Plains City Hall. We are honored that he 
has once again chosen White Plains for 
this very important purpose. Santa has 
invited all City of White Plains resident 
children to write to him this Holiday 
Season using his special mailbox.

Children may drop their letters in the 
mailbox (no postage necessary!) any 
time between now and Friday, Dec. 17, 
2017. Children should remember to 
include their return address so that Santa 
can send them a personalized reply. 
White Plains City Hall is located at 255 
Main Street.

–Santa’s Helpers

Santa’s Mail 
Box at White 

Plains City Hall

has defined the Mavericks, the new album 
introduces a collection of taut, energetic, 
economical songs sure to be embraced 
by original fans of their top 10 albums 
and hit singles of the ‘90s and a new 
generation of listeners who have joined 
the party since their triumphant 2012 
reunion. Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main 
St., Tarrytown. 8 p.m. $48, $68, $78 and 
$88. Also Dec. 7. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Thursday, Dec. 7
NT Live: “Young Marx.” It’s 1850 and 

Europe’s most feared terrorist is hiding in 
Dean Street, Soho. Broke and restless, the 
32-year-old revolutionary is a frothing 
combination of intellectual brilliance, 
invective, satiric wit and emotional 
illiteracy. As he is circled by creditors, 
spies, rivals and prospective seducers of 
his beautiful wife, his only hope is a job 
on the railway. Rory Kinnear is Marx 
in this rollicking new comedy, which 
reunites the creative team behind the 
hit  “One Man, Two Guvnors.” Broadcast 
live from London’s National Theatre. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 2 p.m. Members: $25. 
Non-members: $35. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Westchester’s Winter Wonderland. 
Entertainment, the “Santa Experience,” 
unlimited skating, rides, a dazzling light 
show and more. Kensico Dam Plaza, 
Valhalla. 5 to 9 p.m. $13. Thursdays 
through Sundays through Dec. 17, then 
daily through Dec. 31 (except for Dec. 
24 and 25). Thursdays from 5 to 9 p.m. 
Friday through Sunday 5 to 10 p.m. Info 
and tickets: Visit WWinterWonderland.
com.

Great Books Forum Series. Marsha 
Norman’s “Night, Mother” will be 
discussed. Discussion to be led by 
Professor Cynthia Robinson. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway 
Center, Room 131, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. 6 to 8:30 p.m. Free. Info: info:  
Contact Professor James Werner at james.

werner@sunywcc.edu.

Dennis DeYoung: The Music of Styx. 
Featuring the founding member and lead 
singer and writer of seven of the Styx’s 
eight top 10 hits. His live concert with a 
six-piece band showcase the greatest hits 
spanning through the 1970s through the 
‘90s, including “Lady,” “Babe,” “Come 
Sail Away,” “Too Much Time on My 
Hand,” “Best of Times” and “Mr. Roboto.” 
Plus, classic rock anthems “Renegade,” 
“Blue Collar Man,” “Suite Madame Blue” 
and “Rockin’ the Paradise.” Paramount 
Hudson Valley, 1008 Brown St., Peekskill. 
8 p.m. $45, $65, $75 and $95. Info and 
tickets: 914-739-0039 or visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Saturday, Dec. 9
Holiday Train Show. Train lovers of 

all ages will love the HO gauge model 
trains on display among replicas of area 
landmarks. Courtesy of the Yonkers 
Model Railroad Club. Members of the 
club will be on hand to answer questions. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Regular admission. Also Dec. 10, 16 and 
17. Info: 914-723-3470  or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Teaching Trails: A Community 
Path for Environmental Education. 
Join guided trail experience through 
the woodland forest. Discover who left 
that track, which tree makes the best 
animal home or which plant makes 
its own heat.  Program runs about 30 
minutes. Greenburgh Nature Center, 
99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Saturdays and Sundays through 
Dec. 17. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Ragtag Theatre’s Cinderella. Follow 
a group of poor Italian actors as they 
present a hilarious musical romp through 
the timeless tale of Cinderella, complete 
with roller-skating fairy godmothers, 
selfie-taking stepsisters, furry kicks 
substituting for glass slippers and, lo and 
behold, Carol Channing – or a reasonable 
facsimile thereof! This adaption is 

performed street theatre-style, with larger 
than life characters, colorful song and 
dance numbers, plenty of pop culture 
references and a positive message for 
kids about their self-worth. Chappaqua 
Performing Arts Center, 480 Bedford 
Rd., Chappaqua. 2 p.m. $17.50. Info: 914-
458-5143 or visit www.ChappaquaPAC.
org. Tickets: 800-745-3000 or visit www.
Ticketmaster.com.

“Fractured Family Tales.” Ossining’s 
Westchester Collaborative Theater 
presents its fall 2017 mainstage production 
and the premiere performance of four 
compelling one acts that tackle today’s 
trending topics through the lens of the 
family dynamic. The quartet offers an 
engrossing blend of hilarious farce, dark 
comedy, poignant lyricism and gut-
wrenching drama, written by local award-
winning playwrights and directed by 
celebrated NYU Tisch School of the Arts 
Professor Nathan Flower, known for his 
work Off Broadway, abroad and at various 
actor studios in Manhattan. Talkback 
sessions with the playwright and cast 
will follow the matinee performances. 
Westchester Collaborative Theater, 23 
Water St., Ossining. 2 and 8 p.m. $25. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.wctheater.org.

Hoff-Barthelson Music School’s 
Festival Orchestra Winter Concert. 
Under the direction of Jun Nakabayashi, 
listen to Beethoven’s Coriolan Overture, 
Haydn’s Cello Concerto No. 2 in D Major, 
Op. 101 and Wagner’s Siegfried Idyl. New 
York Philharmonic cellist Sumire Kudo 
joins the festival orchestra as guest soloist 
for the Haydn Concerto. Community 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 
468 Rosedale Ave., White Plains. 7 p.m. 
Suggested admission: Adults--$20. 
Students: Free. Info: 914-723-1169, visit 
www.hbms.org or e-mail hb@hbms.org.

The Westchester Chordsmen Chorus 
Winter Concert. A variety of holiday 
songs performed by the entire chorus 
and selected quartets. This event is a 
fundraiser for the chorus, which is a 
nonprofit organization. Light dessert-
type refreshments will be provided. 
French-American School, 111 Larchmont 

Rd., Larchmont. 7:30 p.m. Adults: $25. 
Students and children: $10. Info and 
tickets: 914-298-7464 or visit www.
chordsmen.org.

The Brentano Quartet. Since its 
inception in 1992, the Brentano String 
Quartet has appeared throughout the 
world to popular and critical acclaim. 
Featuring Serena Canin, violin; Mark 
Steinberg, violin; Misha Amory, viola; and 
Nina Lee, cello. Purchase College Recital 
Hall, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 8 
p.m. $50. Info and tickets: 914-251-6200 
or visit www.artscenter.org.

Darlingside in Concert. When the 
members of Darlingside gather around 
a single microphone and let their richly-
textured voices loose, it quickly becomes 
no wonder that the quartet was named 
Folk Alliance International’s Artist of 
the Year in 2015, and have won them 
praise from Rolling Stone, The New 
Yorker and NPR. Subtle musical shadings 
take cues from ‘60s folk, chamber pop, 
bluegrass, classical music and modern 
indie rock, while aching harmonies 
are complemented by tones from the 
harmonium, frailing banjo, 12-string 
electric guitar, Wurlitzer, auto-chord 
organ and grand piano. Irvington Town 
Hall Theater, 85 Main St., Irvington. 8 
p.m. $30. Info and tickets: Visit www.
irvingtontheater.com.

Sunday, Dec. 10
Jam Session. Sunday  nights at The 

Haven at Lagond,  each week spotlights 
a different genre  and well-known guest 
musicians. This Sunday features Rock/
Jamband. Anyone with a desire to play 
– 18+ over -  can join the jam on stage 
and sit in with peers as well as have 
an opportunity to meet and play with 
professional musicians.  Adult players of 
all levels are welcome as well as spectators. 
Doors open at  7 p.m.    Musicians are 
brought up on a first come first serve 
basis. The Haven at Lagond Music School 
is located at 9 Haven Street, Elmsford. 
Visit www.lagondmusic.org to find out 
about special guest artists.

continued from previous page
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Bar Specials, Rangers Trivia & Giveaways
Need a ride? ECC is providing a round trip bus from MSG to the casino.

Please email; EmpireCityCasinoViewingParty@msg.com in order to reserve.

MEET AND GREET WITH RANGERS LEGEND

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8TH • 6:30PM
New York vs. Washington

A CHANCE TO WIN 2 NEW YORK RANGERS TICKETS*

R A N G E R S
V I E W I N G  P A R T Y

NICK
FOTIU

MEET AND GREET WITH RANGERS LEGEND

 • 6:30PM

A CHANCE TO WIN 2 NEW YORK RANGERS TICKETS*

V I E W I N G  P A R T Y

Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.
*While supplies last. Tickets provided by Madison Square Garden.


