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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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Yonkers Mayor Spano Announces 
Bid for 37th  Senate District Seat

Residents Speak Out at Latimer Social Services/Human Rights Committee Forum

My Brothers Keeper Program 
Celebrates First Anniversary
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White 
Plains 

WinterFest 

By Pat Casey
Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano announced 

last week that he will seek the Democratic 
Party nomination for the 37th   state 
Senate District, which will become vacant 
Jan. 1 when Sen. George Latimer becomes 
Westchester County Executive.

Spano, a former Republican member of 
the state Assembly, currently serves as the 
Democratic 42nd mayor of Yonkers and 
is a lifelong Yonkers resident.

“We’ve turned Yonkers around during 
my six years as mayor,” said Spano in a 
press statement. “I want to put that record 
of success and leadership to work for the 
people of the 37th  District.”

“I’ll work to get Albany’s attention 
to our needs, and you can bet I’ll stand 
up for Westchester values against the 
assault we are under from the Trump 
administration,” said Spano.

Spano said he has been talking to 
Democratic activists and district leaders 
throughout the district, and is extremely 
heartened by their encouragement.

“The support is strong, and once the 
Governor sets the date for a special 
election, they know I’m going to hit the 
ground running,” he said.

Spano said his priorities will be to fight 

Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano

By Anna Young
Over 100 people were in attendance 

at the White Plains Library Thursday 
night as County Executive-elect George 
Latimer’s social services and human rights 
subcommittee hosted a public forum 
allowing residents to voice their concerns 
on issues affecting Westchester. 

As Latimer transitions into his new 
role as County Executive, his appointed 
subcommittees are hosting a series of 
forums discussing criminal justice, mental 
health, administrative services, economic 
development and operational services. 

“These hearings are another way 

to ensure input from residents and 
stakeholders in Westchester,” Latimer said 
in a statement. “They are a crucial step 
in my transition, gathering information 
that will be utilized so that we all move 
Westchester forward together.”

Throughout the roughly three hour 
forum, several residents and advocates 
shared their thoughts and concerns 
on immigration, affordable housing, 
substance abuse prevention, planned 
parenthood, opportunities for the 
physically and developmentally disabled, 
and transitional programs for the 
incarcerated. 

Bhavana Pahwa, deputy director of the 
White Plains Youth Bureau wants to see 
more money put towards prevention, 
stating that the county budget often 
prioritizes treatment and addressing 
issues once they’ve already occurred. 

“For once I’d like to see an administration 
take the bull by the horns and really put 
the dollars behind preventing problems 
before they occur,” Pahwa said at the Dec. 
14 forum.

Jirandy Martinez, executive director 
of the Community Resource Center in 
Mamaroneck, an organization that serves 
over 4,000 immigrant and low-income 

families in need, said several of her clients 
have experienced hostile treatment from 
the Department of Social Services. She 
said clients are given false information and 
bullied to leave the department, resulting 
in extreme distress and discouragement 
from seeking help. 

Resident Monique Roma said that 
she has personally been dismissed by 
the Department of Social Services after 
seeking help in a dire situation, stating 
that it was very discouraging. 

“As a whole, how the department is 
operated needs to be eradicated,” she said. 

Sgt. Louis Muniz, Lt. James Spencer, School Guidance Counselor Michael Salley and Youth Bureau 
Supervisor Raymond Tribble were honored at the My Brother’s Keeper anniversary celebration on 
Dec. 12. See page 4 for more about the ceremony and honorees.  
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Yonkers Mayor Spano  
Announces Bid for 37th  Senate District Seat

Help us Build Our Home

Join our Capital Campaign!
Suggested donaaon:
$100 = 1 sq.  .
$225 = 1.5 sq.  .
$400 = 2 sq.  .
$625 = 2.5 sq.  .
$900 = 3 sq.  .$900 = 3 sq.  .
*You’ll receive our Putnam Service Dogs
Car Magnet as a donor!
Naming opportuniies available

It takes a Village to Build
Putnam Service Dogs' Center!

Please Join Our Cause!

info@putnamservicedogs.org
www.putnamservicedogs.org

917-449-5359
We are a registered 501(c)3 corporaaon

Change 
2

Lives!
Donate via our website, putnamservicedogs,org
 or mail check to:
Putnam Service Dogs
PO Box 573
Brewster, NY 10509

First $100K donated
by December 31st 

matched

for a fair share of education funding for 
Westchester school districts, to ensure 
the area economy remains strong and to 
hold the line on taxes. 

“People want good jobs, they want 
good schools and they don’t want to 
be taxed out of existence,” said Spano, 
“That’s what this election will be about.”

The 37th Senate District stretches from 
parts of Yonkers and New Rochelle in 
the south following the eastern side of 
the county to Bedford. It  is comprised 
of Bedford, Bronxville, Eastchester, 
Harrison, Larchmont, Mamaroneck, New 
Rochelle, North Castle, Port Chester, Rye, 

Rye Brook, Tuckahoe and portions of 
White Plains and Yonkers.

Other Democrats who have announced 
their intention to run for Latimer’s seat 
are Assemblywoman Shelly Mayer, 
Bedford Supervisor Chris Burdick and 
Kat Brezler of White Plains. Last week, 
Bedford attorney Sarmad Khojasteh 
became the first Republican to officially 
announce his intention to run for the 
seat.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo will need to 
announce a date for a special election 
once Latimer resigns from the seat and 
becomes county executive. 

Bedford Attorney to Pursue GOP Nomination in 37th Senate District
By Martin Wilbur

A Bedford attorney is the first 
Republican to officially announce his 
candidacy in hopes of filling the 37th 
state Senate District seat that will soon 
be vacated by County Executive-elect 
George Latimer.

Political newcomer Sarmad Khojasteh, 
a commercial litigation lawyer with the 
Manhattan firm of Kasowitz Benson 
Torres, said he is running to make the 
American Dream attainable for working 
families, a point that many elected officials 
from both major parties have neglected.

“As an immigrant whose family 
benefitted from the refuge and 
opportunity that the United States offers, 
I always felt compelled to serve, and while 
the current state of our political discourse 
has turned a lot of folks away from service 
and political engagement, for me it’s only 
raised the stakes,” said Khojasteh.

So far, Khojasteh is the only Republican 
to enter the anticipated race for the 
remainder of Latimer’s unexpired term, 
although that could change. Former 
prosecutor and Westchester County 
district attorney candidate Dan Schorr 
has reportedly considered jumping into 
the race.

Meanwhile, the size of the Democratic 
field continues to swell. Last week Yonkers 
Mayor Michael Spano announced he 
would run for the seat, making him the 

fourth Democratic candidate to enter 
the race. Spano joins Assemblywoman 
Shelly Mayer, Bedford Supervisor Chris 
Burdick and Bernie Sanders delegate and 
White Plains resident Kat Brezler in the 
Democratic camp.

Khojasteh said he plans to focus on 
finding ways to help working families get 
ahead with common sense solutions. For 
example, he has a plan to allow families to 
save for a home by allowing prospective 

purchasers to create accounts that are 
similar to 529 college savings plans. 

He also said legislators in both parties 
have failed to address the $4 billion budget 
deficit from last April and a projected $8 
billion deficit looming for next April. 
Budget cuts must not hurt lower- and 
middle-income families, Khojasteh 
cautioned.

“Our specific focus is on lower and 
middle income New Yorkers,” Khojasteh 
said. “We want to promote policies that will 
allow them to achieve financial security 
and upward mobility. We’re hoping this 
campaign will give an opportunity to give 
a voice to their concerns and ultimately 
will give voice to their concerns in Albany.”

Khojasteh, 36, was born in Iran, but his 
family escaped the country during the 
Islamic Revolution when he was about 
a year old. They settled in Poughkeepsie 
where Khojasteh’s father was a chemist at 
IBM, and later opened a gas station and 
convenience store that he owned and 
operated in Peekskill.

He said he wants to ensure that families 
have a similar opportunity that he and his 
twin brother had. Khojasteh, who has two 
young children with his wife, graduated 
from the University of Chicago Law 
School while his brother is a doctor.

Khojasteh said perhaps the most 
important issue is to help reform Albany 
by having part-time lawmakers rather 

than making service a career where 
incumbents protect their own interests.

“We have a constitution that calls for 
a part-time legislature,” he said. “We are 
intended to be citizen legislators, not 
career politicians, whether that’s Mike 
Spano, Shelly Mayer, whomever else want 
to toss their hats to this. They’re a special 
interest unto themselves. When there’s 
proposed ethics reform, it’s the politicians 
in Albany that prevent it.”

In order to schedule a special election, 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo would have to 
call for one, but must wait until Latimer 
resigns, which is expected on Dec. 31. 
Once a date is set, leaders from both 
major parties will hold a convention to 
decide on a candidate to vie for the seat. 
The seat is up again in November for the 
full two-year term.

Khojasteh said he’s meeting with 
residents, party leaders and business 
owners from Yonkers to Bedford in the 
expansive district in hopes of gaining 
their trust and confidence.

“We’re meeting with as many district 
leaders and community members as 
possible and thus far things have been 
overall really positive,” Khojasteh said. 
“We believe that our small business 
focus, economic message will resonate 
with voters. When people hear about my 
personal story, we’ll provide a compelling 
theme for the campaign.”

Sarmad Khojasteh, pictured with his family, 
announced that he is a candidate for the 
Republican candidate for the 37th Senate District 
seat.
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Police Blotter
Greenburgh Police Department

Automobile Accident. On December 8 
at about midnight, officers responded to 
a motor vehicle accident in the vicinity 
of Rockledge Avenue in Hartsdale. A 
resident of the neighborhood told police 
he heard a vehicle speed up the street then 
a loud crash. The witness then exited his 
apartment to see two men standing in the 
street where the accident occurred. When 
they were approached the men fled, but 
were apprehended down the street from 
the accident scene. One was combative, 
uncooperative and heavily intoxicated 
and was placed into handcuffs for officer 
safety and detained. A canvass and an 
additional investigation were conducted to 
attempt to locate the driver of the vehicle 
that struck two parked cars. The detainee 
continued to be highly uncooperative and 
hostile and later admitted to a paramedic 
on scene to having more than 10 drinks 
in a few hours. This party was later 
transported to White Plains Hospital 
complaining of minor injuries from the 
accident. 

Suspicious Incident. On December 8 at 
about 3:30 a.m. a resident on Old Kensico 
Road reported to police that through his 
window on the second floor, he observed 
a male going through his vehicle located 
on the driveway and two other males 

with hoodies standing by as lookouts. 
When the witness went to seek a phone 
to dial 911, the three males were gone. 
Responding units located three males just 
north on Old Kensico and Old Tarrytown 
Rd. wearing hoodies. Two were carrying 
book bags. All suspects reported that the 
reason they were in the area was because 
they were looking for a back street to get 
to Burger King in Elmsford. The two males 
with book bags only had personal items in 
their possession. There was no camera on 
the premises where the incident occurred 
and the witness did not report anything 
missing. He was also unable to identify the 
suspects as those he saw on his property. 
All suspects were released on scene and 
given directions back to Tarrytown Rd. 
Police canvassed surrounding vehicles 
and found all to be apparently normal.

Stolen Automobile. On the afternoon 
of December 8, a White Plains resident 
informed the Greenburgh Police 
Department that his car was stolen. The 
alleged victim said that a week earlier he 
had lent the car to a friend but needed it 
back within two days. He had not heard 
from that friend since. An inquiry found 
that a vehicle with the same New York 
plate number had been reported stolen out 
of New Rochelle on September 14, 2014 
and that the plates had also come back as 

stolen. Greenburgh Police contacted the 
New Rochelle Police Department. It was 
discovered that the vehicle identification 
number matched two stolen plates. The 
investigation is ongoing.

Identity Theft. On December 8 a 
Greenburgh resident walked into police 
headquarters to report that a month 
earlier on November 5 his Visa credit card 
was charged 15 times totaling $1800 at 
several different McDonalds locations in 
the Albany area. The victim said he had 
not made any of those charges and that he 
had no idea who did. The victim wished 
to make this report for documentation 
purposes and further told police that he 
had cancelled his credit card.

Grand Larceny. On December 8, 
a Mr. Frank told police that two days 
earlier, Saturday, Dec. 6 at about 10 p.m. 
he had parked his car at the Greenburgh 
Multiplex Theater in a parking spot on 
the northern side of the building. When 
he returned, he noticed his briefcase 
missing from the interior. The victim also 
reported that he left his car unlocked. 
The briefcase was located in between the 
driver and passenger seats and contained 
a Mac Laptop, prescription medication 
(Oxycontin) and various miscellaneous 
papers. There are no suspects at this time. 

The victim requested a police report on 
this incident. Police responded to the 
Greenburgh Multiplex Theater to attempt 
to obtain surveillance footage of the 
incident.

Driving Without License. At about 
2:45 a.m. on December 9, police observed 
a car traveling at high speed on Hartsdale 
Road, White Plains. After pulling the car 
over, an officer approached the vehicle 
and observed that the driver was the sole 
occupant of the vehicle. He produced 
an authentic NYS non-driver ID Card, 
identified himself and apologized for 
traveling at a high rate of speed, indicating 
that he was not used to driving his 
girlfriend’s car. An NCIC and E-Justice 
inquiry of the license revealed that the 
driver had a revoked license with a total of 
two open scoffs on two separate dates. The 
driver was issued a ticket for disobeying 
a traffic control device and a ticket for 
aggravated unlicensed operation in the 
3rd degree. He was released on the scene.

 advertise in  
The white Plains 

examiner   
914-864-0878 



December 19 - December 25, 2017 3www.TheExaminerNews.com



December 19 - December 25, 20174 The White Plains Examiner

MILEAGE STOCKFEATURING: PRICE
2015 SUBARU FORESTER LTD 85844 18-094A 14,995.00
2015 JEEP COMPASS 47398 18-034A 13,995.00
2014 VW JETTA SE 34864 17VW-155A 11,995.00
2014 SUBARU IMPREZA 19827 P7645 15,995.00
2013 KIA OPTIMA EX 55263 P7780 12,995.00
2013 SUBARU CROSSTREK 75518 17-494B 14,995.00 
2013 MINI CLUBMAN 59094 P7679A 14,995.00 
2012 FORD FLEX 78352 F031-18A 16,995.00
2012 SUBARU FORESTER 58753 16-440A 15,995.00
2011 SUBARU FORESTER 90125 18-075A 12,995.00
2011 HONDA ACCORD 54550 F334-17A 12,995.00 
2011 SUBARU FORESTER 92884 18-017A 11,995.00 
2011 SUBARU LEGACY LTD 109746 17-004A 8,995.00
2010 SUBARU FORESTER LTD 75117 P7598 14,995.00 
2009 SUBARU IMPREZA 106502 17VW-145A 6,995.00
2009 SUBARU FORESTER LTD 93573 P7522A 11,995.00
2008 SUBARU LL BEAN O/BACK 91196 17-440A 10,995.00
2008 HONDA ACCORD 87426 17-514A 9,995.00
2007 SUBAR UIMPREZA 5DR 97579 P7706 5,995.00
2006 SUBARU OUTBACK 92170 17-399A 7,995.00
2005 FORD FOCUS S/W  57118 F374-17A 6,995.00 

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL $500 OFF WITH THIS AD!*

*Must present ad at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer expires 12/26/17

Pleasantville Ford, Inc. Prestige Imports
a division of Pleasantville Ford Inc.

914.769.1800
44 & 47 Pleasantville Road

Pleasantville, NY 
www.pleasantville-ford.com

Not 
responsible for 
typographical 

errors

All Roads Lead To PLEASANTVILLE

ACTION SALE
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Overflow Crowd Celebrates White Plains My Brother’s Keeper Anniversary

Advertise in 
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914-864-0878 

The City of White Plains celebrated 
the first anniversary of the My 
Brother’s Keeper initiative in White 
Plains on Dec. 12 with an overflow 
crowd at Highlands Middle School.  

The guest speaker for the celebration 
was Dr. Jermaine Wright, Interim 
Associate Dean of Special Programs 
at the City University of New York 
(CUNY). As the University Director 
of the CUNY Black Male Initiative 
(BMI), Dr. Wright is responsible for 
monitoring and leading the progress 
of 31 campus-based BMI projects 

across the CUNY system dedicated to 
increasing, encouraging, and supporting 
the inclusion and educational success 
of underrepresented groups in higher 
education, particularly men of color.

The anniversary celebration also 
honored four White Plains leaders for 
changing the trajectory of White Plains 
youth: Lieutenant James Spencer and 
Sergeant Louis Muniz, White Plains Public 
Safety; Raymond Tribble Supervisor 
White Youth Bureau and Michael Salley 
Guidance Counselor White Plains School 
District.

In August 2016, Mayor Tom Roach 
accepted the My Brother’s Keeper’s 
Challenge in cooperation with the White 
Plains School District. The initiative was 
launched by President Barack Obama in 
February 2014 to improve the lifelong 
outcomes of young boys and young men 
of color. 

The My Brother’s Keeper Initiative has 
six Milestones: Getting a healthy start and 
entering school ready to learn. Reading 
at grade level by third grade. Graduating 
high school and ready for college. 
Completing postsecondary education 
or training. Successfully entering the 
workforce. Keeping kids on track and 
giving them a second chance.

At the event 50 youth took the My 
Brother’s Keep Oath:

I am, My Brother’s Keeper!
I am, My Brother’s Keeper!
I pledge to love myself, my family and 

community
I pledge to serve my community
I pledge to maintain a positive attitude
I pledge to strive for excellence
I pledge to make choices that lead to 

success
I pledge to dedicate myself to improving 

my grades 
I pledge to overcome any obstacles that 

hinder my success!

More than 50 White Plains youth took the pledge for induction into the White Plains My Brothers Keeper Program at Highlands Middle School on  
Dec. 12. 
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Man Sentenced to State Prison  for Passing Counterfeit Bills at Bloomingdale’s

If you imaginedyou could changethe world, you’re ready for AgeWell New York.

THE WAY TO AGE WELL 
IN NEW YORK
Pe rsona l i z ed , easy  t o  unde rs t and , 
easy  t o  l i v e  w i t h  Med i ca re 
Advan tage  P resc r i p t i on  D rug  P l ans

agewel lnewyork .com

718-696-0206
TTY/TDD 800-662-1220

$0 or low cost Plan Premiums

AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with Medicare and Medicaid contracts. Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. This information is not a 
complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-
insurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Premiums, copays, co-insurance and deductibles may vary based on the 
level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the plan for further details.  AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
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discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因 種族、膚色、民族血統、年齡、殘障或 別而歧視任何人。ATTENTION: If you 
do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su 
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Donald Jackson, 25, of New York City, 
who pled guilty to Criminal Possession 
of a Forged Instrument in the First 
Degree on Nov. 13, was sentenced as a 
second felony offender by Judge Larry J. 
Schwartz in Westchester County Court 
Monday. 

Jackson was sentenced to three to 
six years in state prison for passing 
counterfeit bills at the Bloomingdale’s 
department store in White Plains.

According to the district attorney, 
on March 16, 2017 Jackson purchased 

$748 worth of merchandise using 
eight counterfeit $100 bills at the 
Bloomingdale’s store.

A Bloomingdale’s Asset Protection 
employee recognized Jackson as having 
been in the store weeks earlier with two 
girls he handed money to for use in the 
store. That money was later deemed to be 
counterfeit. 

The employee began watching Jackson 
on the video surveillance system and 
witnessed the sales transaction take 
place. He then observed Jackson leave 

the store and walk outside to an older 
vehicle, which the employee recognized 
from the previous incident. 

The employee immediately went to 
the register and examined the $100 
bills Jackson had just used for payment 
and noticed they were counterfeit. With 
the eight counterfeit bills in hand, the 
employee ran outside to get the license 
plate number of the car. He flagged 
down a White Plains Police Officer who 
was parked in the lot and told him what 
happened, giving a description of the 

vehicle Jackson had entered. 
The officer located the vehicle, which 

was still in the lot, and arrested Jackson. 
A search of the defendant revealed 18 
additional counterfeit $100 bills in his 
pocket. The stolen merchandise was also 
recovered from the backseat of the car.

A Secret Service Agent examined all 
26 bills and confirmed they were, in fact, 
counterfeit.

Jackson also has a pending charge in 
Paramus, New Jersey for using counterfeit 
currency at Lord & Taylor there.

Residents Speak Out at Latimer Social Services/Human Rights Committee Forum
“I feel we need to tackle it at the root and 
the people, (because) last I checked, if you 
were incompetent at your job, you didn’t 
have a job, you were fired.”

A member of Indivisible Westchester 
suggested the methods of accessing 
ParaTranist be enhanced and the price to 
ride be reduced, stating that the system is 
designed to discourage the disabled from 
using it. 

While few had strong opinions against 
abortion and Planned Parenthood, Alyssa 
Miller, director of public affairs of Planned 
Parenthood of Hudson Peconic, said their 
facility has served over 30,000 patients 
over the last year providing services 
including prenatal care, family planning, 
testing, cancer treatment and breast 
exams. 

Miller added how excited the facility is 

to have Latimer step into office 
and make Westchester a leader 
in women’s health care so they 
can provide medically accurate 
information, affordable child 
care and work to strengthen 
and enhance domestic violence 
laws.   

Marlene Zarfes, deputy 
executive director of 
Westchester Residential 
Opportunities, added how the 
new administration needs to 
renew or expand the source of 
income legislation to prevent 
any discrimination towards 
homebuyers or potential renters 
based on their source income. 
She also stressed how a housing 
needs assessment should be 

completed in order to plan for the future. 
Lena Anderson, President of the White 

Plains/Greenburgh NAACP, said while 
there’s a great need for affordable housing 
in Westchester, what’s affordable to the 
government is not affordable to residents. 
She said she’s worried about young adults 
moving out of the county and the elderly 
dying in their cars. 

“It is time to act,” she said. “We need to 
make sure that everyone is going to have 
accessible housing based on their needs.”

“My husband and I make a decent living, 
but we make too much for affordable 
housing and just enough to afford housing 
and it’s very difficult,” New Rochelle 
resident Sharon Latimer-Mosley said. “As 
we get older, I wonder how we’re going to 
live here. I wonder how my daughter is 
going to live here.”

Over 100 people were in attendance at the White Plains Library 
Thursday night as County Executive-elect George Latimer’s 
social services and human rights subcommittee hosted a public 
forum.

continued from page 1
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We take pleasure in answering thus 
prominently the communication below, 
expressing at the same time our great 
gratification that its faithful author is 
numbered among the friends of The Sun:

Dear Editor—
I am 8 years old. Some of my little 

friends say there is no Santa Claus. Papa 
says, "If you see it in The Sun, it's so." 
Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa 
Claus?

–Virginia O'Hanlon
115 West Ninety Fifth Street

Virginia, your little friends are wrong. 
They have been affected by the skepticism 
of a skeptical age. They do not believe 
except they see. They think that nothing 
can be which is not comprehensible by 
their little minds. All minds, Virginia, 
whether they be men’s or children’s, are 
little. In this great universe of ours, man 

is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect as 
compared with the boundless world about 
him, as measured by the intelligence 
capable of grasping the whole of truth and 
knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He 
exists as certainly as love and generosity 
and devotion exist, and you know that they 
abound and give to your life its highest 
beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would 
be the world if there were no Santa Claus! 
It would be as dreary as if there were no 
Virginias. There would be no childlike 
faith then, no poetry, no romance to make 
tolerable this existence.

We should have no enjoyment, except 
in sense and sight. The external light with 
which childhood fills the world would be 
extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might 
as well not believe in fairies. You might 

get your papa to hire men to watch in all 
the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch 
Santa Claus, but even if you did not see 
Santa Claus coming down, what would 
that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, 
but that is no sign that there is no Santa 
Claus. The most real things in the world 
are those that neither children nor men 
can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing 
on the lawn? Of course not, but that’s no 
proof that they are not there. Nobody can 
conceive or imagine all the wonders there 
are unseen and unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see 
what makes the noise inside, but there is a 
veil covering the unseen world which not 

the strongest man, nor even the united 
strength of all the strongest men that 
ever lived could tear apart. Only faith, 
poetry, love, romance, can push aside that 
curtain and view and picture the supernal 
beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, 
Virginia, in all this world there is nothing 
else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! He lives 
and lives forever. A thousand years from 
now, Virginia, nay 10 times 10,000 years 
from now, he will continue to make glad 
the heart of childhood.

“Is There a Santa Claus?” reprinted from 
the September 21, 1897, number of The 
New York Sun.

We invite readers to share  
their thoughts by sending letters to 
the editor. Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best to 
print all letters, but are limited by 
space constraints. Letters are subject 
to editing and may be withheld from 

publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.  
The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact information. 

WJCS Kids’ Kloset is Urgently Seeking New Rent-Free Space 

Congressional Tax Bill Does Not Allow Prepayment of 2018 Local Taxes

Yes Virginia, There is a Santa Claus

Westchester Jewish Community 
Services (WJCS) Kids’ Kloset, a 
volunteer-driven program that has 
clothed thousands of Westchester 
children in need for the past seven 
years, is in urgent need of new space to 
continue operations. The building that 
currently houses WJCS Kids’ Kloset is 
being sold and the program must vacate 
the premises in early April 2018.

WJCS Kids’ Kloset, which collects and 
donates gently used children’s clothing 
and related essentials free of charge, 
is run by volunteers who have sorted, 

packed and distributed more than 16,000 
‘bags of love’ or packages of one week’s 
worth of clothing that meet immediate 
needs. Often the needs are critical, as in 
the case of families dislocated by fires or 
other tragedies that have lost everything 
or want to keep kids warm in winter. 
The clothing also boosts the children’s 
self esteem and relieves stress from 
parents who can’t afford a new winter 
coat or even a pair of shoes.

“While Westchester is a wealthy 
county, 40 percent of its children 
live below the poverty line in some 

communities,” says Stephanie Roth, 
WJCS Kids’ Kloset director. “Many 
parents rely on our ‘bags of love’ to get 
their kids off to school. Some also count 
on us for a supply of diapers, which 
cannot be purchased with food stamps. 
WJCS Kids’ Kloset is playing a critical 
role in helping low-income families 
meet everyday needs – all without 
government or fixed funding. It would 
be a great loss to the county if we have to 
close our doors. We need the generosity 
of a real estate owner who wants to give 
back to the community.”

Kids’ Kloset requires 3,000 – 5,000 
square feet of rent-free space that 
is easily accessible for donors who 
must deliver their items and for social 
workers, clinicians, clergy, teachers, 
school administrators, nurses and 
others who collect the bags of love for 
distribution to their clients. Street-level 
space or elevator access would be ideal.

Anyone who has or knows of available 
space is urged to call WJCS at 914-848-
8191 or email slewen@wjcs.com. 

For more information on WJCS Kids’ 
Kloset, visit www.wjcs.com/kidskloset.

An article in The New York Times Dec. 
16 about the tax overhaul bill that the US 
Congress is set to approve (this) week 
had some disappointing news. On page 
A12 there is a paragraph that reads, “In 
a pre-emptive move against accounting 
maneuvers in high tax states such as New 
York and California, the bill prohibits 
taxpayers from prepaying next year’s 
state and local income or property taxes 

in order to deduct them from 2018 taxes. 
That form of tax planning would have 
allowed taxpayers to benefit from the full 
state and local deduction this year before 
it is capped next year.”

In recent weeks I have been working 
with other municipal officials trying to 
persuade the Governor to call a special 
session of the NY State Legislature to 
authorize partial payments of the 2018 

taxes in 2017.  I also tried to persuade 
the County Executive’s office to issue the 
warrant on the 2018 taxes so that next 
year’s property taxes could legally be 
collected by the Receiver of Taxes.

I have received hundreds of phone calls 
and many emails from residents who 
wanted to prepay their property taxes 
before the end of the year. 

This is a very disappointing action.  

I think it’s horrible that the President and 
Congress have a drop-dead New York, 
drop dead Blue State attitude.  The loss 
of the deduction will cause significant 
hardships to many residents and to the 
entire county. I thought that the purpose 
of going into government is to help people, 
not hurt taxpayers.

–Paul Feiner,  
Greenburgh Town Supervisor

Letters Policy

On Donner  
and Blitzen,  

On Harley and 
Davidson...

With the reindeer in the shop getting their 
antlers rotated, Santa was spotted making 
a practice run on a “hog’ on the Taconic 
Parkway in Yorktown recently. Hope Santa 
obeys the “Right of  Sleigh Laws”
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Obituaries
Romi D’Annunzio
Romi Therese D’Annunzio, of White 

Plains/Valhalla, passed away Dec. 11. She 
was 16. Romi was born on August 31, 2001 
to Vincent J. and Jeannie E. D’Annunzio. 

Romi was beautiful, amiable, and 
lovable. She knew how to bring a smile to 
everyone’s face. She tried so hard to fight 
through her illness and was loved by too 
many. She was a beautiful artist. She loved 
her friends and spending time with them, 
and loved telling jokes. 

Besides her loving parents Vincent 
and Jeannie, Romi is survived by her 
sister Nikki D’Annunzio and her paternal 
grandmother, Donna Robeson, of White 
Plains. She is also survived by her half-
sister Laura D’Annunzio, her uncle Nick 
Ivicola and aunt Theresa Ivicola, uncle 
Chris Robeson and aunt Jean Robeson, 
uncle Scott Robeson, uncle Troy Dart and 
aunt Lynne Dart, cousins Alisha Miles, 
Justin Dart, Alison Robeson, Kimberly 
Robeson, and Steven Robeson and many 
nephews and nieces. 

She was predeceased by her half-sister 
Lisa D’Annunzio.

Edgar L. Harrison II
Edgar L. Harrison II, 86, a resident of 

Rye Brook for over 50 years passed away 
on Dec. 11, surrounded by his loving 
family. Born June 15, 1931, in Arlington, 
Virginia, he was the son of the late Ruth 
and Edgar L. Harrison.

Edgar graduated and received his BA 
and MBA from Indiana University. Post 
graduation Edgar married the love of 
his life Frances Scotti and began a long 
career in advertising, working for notable 
magazines spanning 50 years such as Look, 
McCall’s, Seventeen, Tennis, Outdoor Life 
and Natural History. Edgar loved to spend 
time with his family and friends and was 
an avid tennis player. 

Edgar is survived by the family he 
loved: his wife Frances; daughters Carol 
R. Powers and her husband John E. 
Powers, Sharon H. Lilly and her husband 
John R. Lilly; and grandchildren: Lindsey 
P. Mangold and her husband Michael 
Mangold, Kristen Powers and Alexandra 
Lilly.

Funeral Services will be held at Church 
of the Resurrection, 910 Boston Post Rd., 
Rye, on Wednesday, Dec. 20 at 10 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations 
in Edgar’s memory to Alzheimer’s 
Association on-line at www.alz.org, or 
by mail to: National Processing Center 
Alzheimer’s Association, P.O. Box 96011, 
Washington, DC 20090-6011.

James P. Cullen
James P. Cullen, 72, of Scarsdale, died at 

home Dec. 8. 
Born January 27, 1945 in Queens to 

Agnes Gorman and Patrick Cullen, he 

graduated from Iona College and St. John’s 
University School of Law. Jim served in 
the Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps 
where he was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Medal, retiring in 1996 as a 
Brigadier General and the Chief Judge of 
the U.S. Army Court of Criminal Appeals. 

A real estate and human rights attorney, 
Jim was the co-founder and first President 
of the Brehon Law Society, served on the 
Advisory Board of Human Rights First, 
was President and Chairman of Friends 
of Sinn Fein, Inc., was the Treasurer 
of the Construction Industry World 
Trade Center Disaster Relief Fund and a 
Board Member of the 4th JAG Alumni 
Association. 

After putting himself through law 
school driving tractor-trailer trucks, 
Jim dedicated his life to carrying out the 
values instilled by his Catholic faith. Jim 
became a champion for human rights. 
He represented the chaplain in the Peers 
Commission inquiry after the My Lai 
Massacre. He was also instrumental in 
assembling a group of retired military 
officers to speak out against the use of 
torture and call for the closure of the 
Guantánamo prison. President Obama 
said of this group: “they’ve made an 
extraordinary impression on me. They are 
outstanding Americans, who have fought 
and defended this country, and for them 
to fight on behalf of our constitutional 
ideals and values, I think, is exceptional.”

Jim fought for justice in Irish human 
rights causes. He worked tirelessly to 
bring peace to Ireland. He played an active 
role in the negotiation of the Good Friday 
Agreement, acted as an international 
civil rights monitor in Northern Ireland, 
testified before Congress in the case of 
murdered human rights lawyer, Patrick 
Finucane and assisted with the inquiry 
into the killing of Rosemary Nelson. A 
true leader and inspiration to many, the 
Graymoor Franciscan Friars awarded 
him the Graymoor Award (2014) for his 
human rights work.

Jim is survived by his partner, Catherine 
Kelly, his children, Tara Carbonaro 
(husband Salvatore) of Wilton, CT, Kerry 
Bartelemucci (husband Lawrence) of 
Katonah, Erin Stilp (husband Erik) of 
Milwaukee, WI, and Sean Cullen (wife 
Lindsey) of Scarsdale, their mother, 
Traudy Cullen, and eight grandchildren, 
Timothy, Ella, and Eamon Carbonaro, 
Adeline and Grace Bartelemucci, Thomas 
and Emmet Stilp, and Olivia Cullen. 

He will be remembered as a soldier, 
lawyer, and human rights worker. The 
story of his courage and generosity will 
endure through the impact he had on 
friends, family, and everyone who was 
lucky enough to know him. 

Jim’s life brings to mind an Irish phrase 
describing someone that has given 
everything for a cause:

“Thug Jim an méid a bhí ina chnámha 
ar son saoirse na hÉireann.”

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 

made to the Pat Finucane Centre, Unit 
8B, Rathmor Business Centre, Eastway, 
Creggan, Derry, Northern Ireland (http://
www.patfinucanecentre.org/).

Constance H. Carlin
Constance H. Carlin, 90, passed away 

peacefully at home on Dec. 12 surrounded 
by family and friends. 

Beloved wife of 70 years of Melvin H. 
Carlin, beloved mother of Don Carlin 
(Charlotte), the late William A. Carlin, 
and the late Robert F. Carlin. Loved sister 
of Richard Haas and the late William Haas. 
Survived by daughters in law Diane Gray 
and Leonora Carlin and grandchildren 
Kimberly Harrel, Sara Castano, Ben 
Carlin, Ross Carlin, Caroline Carlin and 
Christopher Carlin, and nephew Gregory 
Haas. 

In her declining years she was lovingly 
cared for with utmost devotion by 
husband Melvin Carlin with help from 
friends and caregivers Diann Farda, Amy 
Mills, Bridget McGee, Nikki Ahern, Rita 
Kustimovitch, and Dorothy Gadsden. 

Connie did volunteer work for the 
Alzheimer’s Association of White Plains. 

She loved to travel with her husband, 
Mel. Connie enjoyed playing golf, Bridge, 
Mah Jong and Canasta with friends. She 
had a lifelong love for her dogs. She will 
be deeply missed. 

A private gathering of family and 
friends will honor her memory. In lieu 
of flowers, donations may be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Association.

Leona Kelly Krasnansky
Leona Kelly Krasnansky passed 

peacefully on Dec. 10. Leona was 93 and 
living at The Kensington Assisted Living 
Facility in White Plains. Leona’s son, 
daughter-in-law and grandson were at her 
side when she died.

Leona is survived by her son Joseph 
and wife Sanda who live near Peekskill 
and grandson Michael who lives in White 
Plains.

Leona was born Nov. 15, 1924 in 
Yonkers, and the family soon moved to 
Croton on Hudson, where she remained 
until married in 1950.

Her parents were Leo C. Kelly and 
Anne Bridgman. Leo was a Navy veteran 
of WW I and in WW II worked at the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard. Anne Bridgman was 
recruited by the Bell Telephone Company 
to join the new technology industry as a 
telephone operator in lower Manhattan. 
They had one child Leona in 1924.

Leona attended the Croton Public 
Schools through High School and then 
attended and graduated from Pratt 
Institute in Brooklyn with a BFA in Fine 
Arts. Leona then attended Columbia 
University “Teachers College” and 
received an M.Ed. 

Leona was trained as a fine artist and an 
art educator.

She met her husband to be, Joseph 
Krasnansky, Jr., at Pratt institute. He 
attended under the GI bill. Joseph served 
in the Pacific theater in what was then 
called the Army Air Force.

They married in 1950 and had one child 
Joseph Krasnansky III in 1951. Leona 
loved the extended Krasnansky family 
and felt so fortunate to be a part of them.

Leona worked in the NYC school 
systems in Queens and then Bronx as an 
art teacher from the late 40’s until 1958 
and then moving to Harrison in 1958.

Leona worked as an art teacher in 
Harrison until the mid 60’s and then 
transitioned to the Elmsford UFSD as an 
Art Teacher, teaching all grade levels until 
1985. In 1985 she began working as an Art 
Therapist for the Osborn Nursing Home 
in Rye. 

Leona and Joseph were married for 39 
years until his death in 1989.

Their son Joseph is married to Sanda 
Krasnansky and they have one son, 
Michael.

Leona met a wonderful friend, poet, 
historian and fellow Irishman, Patrick 
Ahern, whose family came from the 
same village Leona’s family came from in 
Ireland. They were a couple for almost 20 
years until his death in 2013.

Leona always advocated for investing 
in the arts and education for all children. 
Leona was also a gardener, and an activist 
for conservation and animal rights. She 
will be missed by many.
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FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK  
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

In the Matter of               
SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE
AUGUST LACHMAN (DOB: 08/14/2017) 
A Child under the Age of Eighteen Years, Docket No.:  NN-9807-17  
FU No:  151682
JESSICA LACHMAN,
Respondent.
IN THE NAME OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
TO: JESSICA LACHMAN

 A Petition having been filed in this Court alleging that the above-
named child in the care of the Westchester County Department of  
Social Services is a neglected child. A copy of the petition  
being annexed hereto. 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at 
111 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., 3rd Floor Annex, White Plains, 
New York, on the 10th day of January 2018 at 2:00 pm of said day, to 
answer to the Neglect Petition.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be 
represented by a lawyer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay 
for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer assigned by the Court.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at 
the time and place noted above, the Court will hear and determine 
the petition as provided by law and may, after hearing, find that you 
neglected you child.  

Dated: White Plains, New York,  December 6, 2017                           
BY ORDER OF THE COURT
 _/s/_______    ___                      
COURT CLERK

Legal Notice

Spending Down Your Assets is Not a Plan!

By Salvatore M. 
Di Costanzo, Esq.

Guest 
Column

In a perfect world, 
everyone would craft 
an estate and elder 
care plan well in 
advance of having to 
implement it˗ but the 
world isn’t perfect!

I have had the 
opportunity to work 
on a fair amount of 
cases where clients, 

who had no estate or elder can plan, fell 
ill or became disabled.  In some cases, 
the person needed homecare services. 
Yet in other cases, nursing home care 
was a necessity.  I am disheartened when 
I am confronted by these situations after 
clients have exhausted most, if not all, of 
their assets because they were under the 
impression that they waited too long to 
do their planning, and as a result, there 
was nothing to do other than spenddown 
their assets.  There is always something 
a competent elder law attorney can do  
to protect someone’s assets, even at the 
11th hour.

One of the simplest techniques that we 
use in homecare and nursing home care 
planning scenarios is spousal refusal, but 
obviously there needs to be a spouse.  This 
is where the assets of the ill or disabled 
spouse are transferred to the healthy 
spouse, who then refuses to apply those 
assets to the cost of health care.  Many 

are surprised to learn that the Medicaid 
five-year look-back period does not apply 
to transfers between spouses.  Once the 
assets are out of the ill or disabled spouse’s 
name, that spouse may be eligible for 
Medicaid.  If you are in a situation where 
you are expending countless resources 
towards the cost of your spouse’s care, you 
should contact us immediately.

The five-year look-back 
period is also inapplicable in 
all homecare cases.  Fueled by 
lack of knowledge and correct 
information, may people 
think they are ineligible for 
Medicaid at home because 
they have assets in their name 
leaving them to care for their loved ones 
themselves or spend exorbitant amounts 
of money on care.  In a homecare scenario, 
assets can be transferred to anyone with 
no effect on Medicaid eligibility and we 
often use outright transfers and certain 
trusts to move assets to create eligibility.

The real challenge is when there is 
no spouse and an individual enters a 
nursing home where the five-year look-
back period does apply.  In that case, 
an experienced elder law attorney can 
implement a certain planning technique 
commonly referred to as a “promissory 
note/gifting strategy”.  The intricacies 
of the strategy are outside the scope of 
this article, but the result is that we can 

save approximately 40-50 percent of 
the individual’s assets.  Most people are 
ecstatic to achieve these savings since they 
were contemplating total spenddown at 
the rate of approximately $15,000.00 per 
month to a nursing home.  These are real 
success stories.

Medicaid also allows for certain exempt 
transfers and does not count certain assets 

as available for eligibility 
purposes.  For instance, a 
primary residence can be 
transferred to a caretaker 
child without penalty.  
Moreover, individual 
retirement accounts (“IRA’s”) 
are exempt, provided that 

the individual is receiving their required 
minimum distributions once they turn 70 
1/2.  On too many occasions I have seen 
people exhaust their IRA’s unnecessarily.  

All of the above techniques may require 
a power of attorney and statutory gifts 
rider in order to complete the planning.  A 
basic boilerplate form will be inadequate 
for these purposes.  If the person in need 
has capacity, there is a rush to prepare 
and sign a new power of attorney and 
statutory gifts rider.  If there is no capacity, 
a guardianship must be contemplated.  
Although a guardianship proceeding may 
be the only key that unlocks the door, there 
is an expedited form of a guardianship 
under Article 81.16 of the Mental Hygiene 

Law that allows for the appointment of a 
special guardian for a limited purpose.  For 
instance, where we are seeking to transfer 
the primary residence to a healthy spouse, 
we will utilize this type of proceeding to 
save costs and time.

Salvatore M. Di Costanzo is a partner 
with the firm of Maker, Fragale & Di 
Costanzo, LLP located in Rye, New York 
and Yorktown Heights, New York. Mr. Di 
Costanzo is an attorney and accountant 
whose main area of practice is elder 
law and special needs planning. He is a 
member of the National Academy of Elder 
Law Attorneys while also being a current 
member of the executive committee of the 
New York State Bar Association’s elder law 
and special needs planning section.  Mr. Di 
Costanzo is a frequent author and lecturer 
on current elder law and special needs 
topics. Since 2013, Mr. Di Costanzo has 
been selected each year by the rating service, 
Super Lawyers as a New York Metro leading 
elder law attorney.   He can be reached at 
(914) 925-1010 or via e-mail at smd@mfd-
law.com. Visit his practice specific website 
at  www.plantodayfortomorrow.com.
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Notice a change in a loved 
one? We are here to help.
For many families, the holidays are the first time they’ve seen 
their loved ones in a while. If someone is acting differently, and 
you suspect it may be dementia, the Alzheimer’s Association 
Hudson Valley Chapter is here for you. Call our 24/7 Helpline 
at 800.272.3900 or visit alz.org/hudsonvalley.

800.272.3900 ● alz.org/hudsonvalley
This advertisement is supported in part by a grant from the New York State Department of Health. 

Handmade Holiday Memories to Last a Lifetime – or Two
Before I married, I had a roommate 

named Tom who was an excellent artist 
and craftsman, a fellow who added 
more taste and style to our place than 
one normally would expect to find in an 
apartment occupied by two bachelors.

We shared living space for little 
more than a year but when Christmas 
approached, he suggested that we have 
a tree, fully decorated. I was somewhat 
surprised, even resistant to such an 
idea – I was not what you would call 
domestic when I was young, certainly 
not a Home Guru in training – but he 
insisted. And, because he was really into 
crafts, he suggested that we make our own 
ornaments. I was definitely not interested 
in that prospect, so I suggested that he 
make the ornaments, and I offered to buy 
the tree.

Because he worked in the garment 
district, he had access to shops where he 
bought spools of ribbons, many kinds of 
different glass beads, sequins, buttons and 
feather plumes. With a supply of different 
sized Styrofoam balls and lots of straight 
pins, he had assembled all the makings of 
a home industry for ornaments. Artistic 
as he was, he crafted ornaments that were 
indeed sensational. Impressed by his 
artistry, I thought I’d try my hand at it and 
must confess, while I’m not at all crafts 
oriented, I enjoyed it, but hoped that I 
wouldn’t want to take up knitting next!

When I moved out, 
I didn’t get custody 
of the handmade 
Christmas balls, but 
soon after I was able 
to bring the concept 
to my wife and, as 
newlyweds, we had 
our first project to 
share.  

In the days before 
A.C. Moore and 
Michael’s, not to 
mention Martha 
Stewart, the place 
to  get the wildest 
stuff for ornamental 
projects was in the hat 
district of Manhattan, 
west of Fifth Avenue 
on 38th Street. On 
my way home from 
work each day, I’d pass  through and buy 
interesting hat decorations from the time 
when women still wore hats.

Then, immediately following dinner, 
my wife and I would sit in the living room, 
spread out my finds on our large coffee 
table and get to work. 

We came up with the  idea of each 
making one elaborate tree ornament every 
year throughout our marriage. We got into 
our new hobby so much that it became an 
obsession the first year. The balls became 

more and more elaborate as we 
practiced our skills, and many 
were themed with their own 
names. 

One ball, completely covered in 
pink ribbon ruching was named 
our Baby Girl ball, even though 
we didn’t have a baby yet. There 
was also the Grace Kelly ball with 
pale blue and yellow ribbons and 
pearls; the Swan Lake ball with 
white ribbons, white feathers 
and crystals; the Can-Can Girl 
ball with black and red ribbons, 
beads and a black feather plume 
on top; and our real piece de 
resistance,  a large  Faberge ball 
with semiprecious gems all over it, 
taken from old pieces of jewelry.

The tips of our thumbs had 
developed calluses from pushing 
in the pins until we got smart and 

used thimbles to aid our obsession. 
We decided it would be safer to buy a 

large artificial tree so that there would be 
no threat of sap staining the balls. We kept 
producing our little gems until we ran 
out of space on the tree. We had become 
Christmas ball addicted.

During that first holiday season, we 
magnanimously allowed any visitor to 
select one of our creations for their own 
trees, and still the tree seemed overladen. 
The bottom line, however, is that we must 

have OD’d on our first year’s attempt 
because we haven’t made a single ball 
since then. We did, however, add antique 
and specialty ornaments over the years, as 
presents to each other. 

As we have gotten older, our tree has 
become smaller, and our daughter, who 
was predated by that pink ribbon ball in 
her honor, is now the recipient, one by 
one, of our early Christmas ornament 
binge.

I guess that’s the kind of stuff newly-
married couples do together, projects 
that can be appreciated later in life when 
there’s time to do so. And, that’s exactly 
what has happened.

While Bill Primavera has enjoyed 
careers as a journalist and publicist, he is 
now a Realtor® associated with William 
Raveis Real Estate, specializing in upper 
Westchester and Putnam Counties.  
To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call  
914-522-2076.
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Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.
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Art in Vacant Spaces Exhibit Portrays Diversity of White Plains Community

The Hunchback of Notre Dames Comes to the Live Stage at WPPAC

Purchase College, SUNY’s School 
of the Arts has collaborated with the 
White Plains Business Improvement 
District (BID) again this holiday season 
to exhibit  Art in Vacant Spaces, an art 
project in empty storefronts in downtown 
White Plains.

The project was launched in 2015 to 
improve the visual appearance of several 
vacant storefronts in the city’s downtown, 
thereby enhancing the overall ambiance 
and pedestrian experience in the area.

This year, Professor Warren Lehrer 
worked with his Community Design 
class to populate the storefronts with 
visual poetry as part of their pro-bono 
work for the semester. The School of the 
Arts hired poet Judith Sloan to research 
and interview people in White Plains, 
and to write site-specific poems for the 
project that represent the hopes, desires, 
memories and soul of people  working 
and or living in White Plains.

Sloan wrote poems that would invite 
experimental and evocative visualizations 
and collaborations with the student 
designers.

The students in Lehrer’s class visualized 
the poems, making many variations, using 
typography, image, shape, and color, then 
refining their solutions, and making final 
presentations.

In writing the text for the fall of 2017, 

Sloan wanted to give voice to the fact 
that students and community members 
are living in a difficult, ‘divided’ country. 
“I wanted to reveal the things that are 
holding communities together including 
ideas around what it takes to create a 
community and maintain a community,” 
said Sloan.

This year, the project transformed 
three vacant storefronts on Mamaroneck 
Avenue, and included second floor 
windows for the first time. 

For her setting of the poem “Recipe for a 
Loving Community,” Madeline Friedman 
designed suggestive silhouetted scenes for 
each of nine sets of second floor windows 
at  131 Mamaroneck Ave., “inviting the 
public to engage their imagination and 
enter the world of the inhabitants.” 

For the trilingual poem  “I’m Here,” 
Kelly Mertz interwove the different 
languages into line drawings of buildings 
as a way to evoke the diversity and co-

existence found in White Plains.
Hailee Knadle’s eye-

catching interpretation of  “New 
Rhythms”  celebrates the seasons of life 
cycling through time via evolving shapes 
and vibrant colors.

Brittany Brandwein, the Director of 
Events and Business Promotions for 
the White Plains BID and the project 
manager said, “Collaborating with 
property owners, City Hall, artists, and 
students is the essence of the project 
and exemplifies the unifying message we 
have portrayed in the artworks. For the 
second year in a row, we incorporated 
the free downloadable app Otocast into 
the project that gives viewers detailed 
information about window designs from 
all three years that are currently on view.”

According to Professor Lehrer said, 
“This class enables senior graphic 
students to work on projects with real 
clients, collaborators, budgets, deadlines. 

But the scale of this project is especially 
exciting for the students. And I like that 
it engages students to think about poetry, 
and issues having to do with community 
and public art.”

Lehrer received a 2017 Design 
Educators Award for the White 
Plains Storefront project from Design 
Incubation, a national organization 
that fosters dialogue between design 
educators, and grants awards for 
excellence in teaching and research.

The White Plains Storefront 
Project was one of five projects the 
Community Design class worked on 
this semester.  Other projects include a 
public art project for the Harrison Public 
Library, a catalogue for an exhibition of 
activist graphics, a poster campaign for 
WESPAC’s Westchester Social Forum, 
and campaigns for Purchase College’s 
Natural & Social Science symposium and 
lecture series. 

“Recipe for a Loving Community,” Design by Madeline Friedman, Poem by Judith Sloan. Located at 131 Mamaroneck Ave.

The White Plains Performing Arts 
Center (WPPAC) will present the first 
New York professional production of “The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame” onstage from 
Dec. 22 to Jan. 14.

From the Oscar-winning composer 
team Alan Menken (Aladdin, The Little 
Mermaid) and Stephen Schwartz (Wicked, 
Pippin) comes a lushly scored retelling of 
Victor Hugo’s  (author of Les Miserables) 
epic story of love, acceptance, and what 
it means to be a hero. The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame  showcases the Disney film’s 
Academy Award-nominated score.

The score, accompanied by a 15-piece 
orchestra and 30-person choir makes The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame  an instant 
classic. The 30-person choir includes 
Brian Brammer, Brad Baron, Richie 
Barrella, Jesse Bush, Sofia Christensen, 
Rachel Fournier, Mick Gloss, Alexandra 
Imbrosci-Viera, Brianne Keefe, Sam 
Kronenfeld, Andrea Levinsky, Tara 
Llewellyn, Ethan James Lynch, Tyler 
Mell, Casey Miko, Sarah Ruth Mikulski, 
Kurt Perry, Frank Radice, Connor James 
Reilly, Joseph Sanzaro, Hillary Schranze, 
Rebecca Simpson-Wallack, Jodi Snyder, 
Jonathan K. Stevens, Sam Sultan, Justin 
Tepper, Elora Von Rosch, Tara Lynn 
Wagner, Katherine Ross Wolfe and Jamie 
Zeidman.

The cast features the talents of Anna 
Baker (Ensemble), Matthew Billman 

(Captain Phoebus de Martin), Melanie 
Burg (Ensemble), Bobby Cassell 
(Quasimodo), David Thomas Cronin 
(Saint Aphrodisius), Jenna Dallacco 
(Esmeralda), Jarrad Biron Green 
(Clopin Trouillefou), Chris Guzman 
(Lieutenant Frederic Charlus), Katelyn 
Lauria (Madam), Joey Nelan (Ensemble), 
Rebecca Skowron (Ensemble), Dustin 
Harris Smith (Jehan Frollo), James 
Conrad Smith (Father Dupin), Cecilia 
Snow (Florika), Anna Laura Strider 
(Ensemble), Esteban Suero (Ensemble) 
and James Zannelli (Dom Claude Frollo).

The musical begins at the famed 
cathedral in fifteenth-century Paris. 
Quasimodo, the deformed bell-ringer 
who longs to be “Out There,” observes 
all of Paris reveling in the Feast of Fools. 
Held captive by his devious caretaker, the 
archdeacon Dom Claude Frollo, he escapes 
for the day and joins the boisterous crowd, 
only to be treated cruelly by all but the 
beautiful gypsy, Esmeralda. Quasimodo 
isn’t the only one captivated by her free 
spirit, though – the handsome Captain 
Phoebus and Frollo are equally enthralled. 
As the three vie for her attention, Frollo 
embarks on a mission to destroy the 
gypsies – and it’s up to Quasimodo to save 
them all.

“The Hunchback of Notre Dame” 
is directed by Frank Portanova with 
musical direction by Stephen Ferri and 

choreography by Lexie Fennell Frare. 
Scenic design by Christopher and 
Justin Swader, lighting design by Jamie 
Roderick, choir direction by Tom Cuffari, 
stage managed by Jessie Jardon. Music by 
Alan Menken, lyrics by Stephen Schwartz, 
book by Peter Parnell.

“The Hunchback of Notre Dame” 
will play the WPPAC Friday, Dec. 
22, 7 p.m.;  Saturday, Dec. 23, 2 
and 7 p.m.;  Wednesday, Dec. 27, 7 
p.m.;  Thursday, Dec. 28, 2 p.m.;  Friday, 
Dec. 29, 7 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 30, 2 and 7 
p.m.; Thursday, Jan. 4, 11 a.m.; Friday, Jan. 
5, 7 p.m.; Saturday, Jan. 6, 7 p.m.; Sunday, 
Jan.7, 2 p.m.; Wednesday, Jan. 10,  2 p.m.; 
Friday, Jan. 12, 7 p.m.; Saturday, Jan. 13, 7 
p.m.; Sunday, Jan. 14, 2 p.m. 

The White Plains Performing Arts 
Center is located on the third level of City 
in downtown White Plains.   For tickets 
visit the theatre box office Monday-Friday 
(11 a.m. to 6 p.m.), purchase the tickets 
online at  wppac.com  or call  914-328-
1600. 

 
 

Chris Guzman, playing the role of  Lieutenant 
Frederic Charlus, is currently a senior at NYUs 
Tisch School of  the Arts having studied at the 
Atlantic Acting School and Stonestreet Studios. 
He is set to graduate in Spring 2018. Chris 
is a White Plains native. He graduated from 
Archbishop Stepinac High School and was a part 
of  their drama club, winning two Metro awards. 
Throughout the year, Chris can be found teaching 
acting to youth at the New York Performing Arts 
Center in Harrison.
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From the Academy Award-winning composing team of Alan Menken (Aladdin,  
The Little Mermaid) & Stephen Schwartz (Wicked, Pippin)  

comes a lushly scored retelling of Victor Hugo’s (author of Les Miserables)  
epic story of love, acceptance, and what it means to be a hero. 

 

A sweeping score (accompanied by a 15 piece orchestra & 30 person choir) 
and powerful story make The Hunchback of Notre Dame an instant classic.  

 

The Examiner is happy to help spread 
the word about your community event. 
Please submit your information at least 
three weeks prior to your event to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. For a full listing 
of the upcoming week's events, visit www.
theexaminernews.com and click on 
Happenings.

Tuesday, Dec. 19
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. Kenneth Cooper 

was a troubled teen in the South Bronx 
in the 1990’s. In the mid-nineties he was 
involved in a fight in Virginia. One person 
was killed and Kenneth was convicted of 
murder. He received a life sentence. In 
prison, he had a life-changing conversion 
experience. He became a spiritual leader 
in prison, touching even the warden, 
and eventually affecting a member of 
the parole board. Kenneth was paroled 
in 2017, and lives in  Atlanta with his 
brother, an Afghanistan veteran. He 
is attending  Chattahoochee Technical 
College in Acworth, Georgia. He sees 
himself as a servant who intends to 
provide services to all he encounters on 
his journey.  Tuesdays@Dorry’s gathers 
conservation partners every Tuesday to 
share a meal and learn from presenters 
invited each week. Food ordering starts at 
5:30 p.m. presentation 6 to 7 p.m. Dorry’s 

Diner, 468Mamaroneck Ave., White 
Plains, 914-682-0005.

Wednesday, Dec. 20
Noonday Getaway Concert. Downtown 

Music at Grace welcomes Angelica.  A 
visit from this wonderful chamber choir 
has become a seasonal tradition for the 
Downtown Music audience.  This year’s 
program will feature Yuletide pieces from 
the medieval and renaissance period; as 
well as contemporary works by Daniel 
Gawthrop and Ola Gjeilo. Angelica is 
known for their unique arrangements and 
this concert will not fail to deliver some 
favorites. The performance will be held at 
Grace Episcopal Church, 33 Church Street 
(Main Street at Mamaroneck Avenue), 
White Plains. The concert begins at 12:10 
p.m. and lasts for 30 minutes; admission 
is free. This concert is made possible, in 
part, with a generous gift from the Galleria 
Mall, White Plains.

WinterFest. Presented by the City 
of White Plains and Bensidoun USA, 
WinterFest kicks off Wednesday and runs 
through Sunday, Dec. 24. The Market is 
located on Court Street between Martine 
Avenue and Main Street (the same 
location as the Farmer’s Market) and is 
open Wednesday and Thursday from 11 

a.m. to 7 p.m., Friday and Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Admission to WinterFest and all 
entertainment and cooking demos is free.

Pop Up Shopping. Happy Hour and 
shopping at ArtsWestchester Gallery, 6 
to 8:30 p.m. featuring artwork as gifts by 
local artists; 31 Mamaroneck Ave., White 
Plains.

The Bolshoi Ballet’s “The Nutcracker.” 
Two hours of pure enchantment. Along 
with Tchaikovsky’s cherished score 
and some of the Bolshoi’s greatest 
artists performing Yuri Grigorovich’s 
choreography, this glorious production 
is a treasure not to be missed. Featuring 
Denis Rodkin (the Nutcracker Prince), 
Anna Nikulina (Marie), Andrei Merkuriev 
(Drosselmeyer), Vitaly Biktimirov (the 
Mouse King) and the Bolshoi corps de 
ballet. Part of the World Stage on Screen 
series. Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 
Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 6:30 p.m. 
Members: $20. Non-members: $30. Also 
Dec. 21 at 2 p.m. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Thursday, Dec. 21
Westchester’s Winter Wonderland. 

Entertainment, the “Santa Experience,” 

unlimited skating, rides, a dazzling light 
show and more. Kensico Dam Plaza, 
Valhalla. 5 to 9 p.m. $13. Thursdays 
through Sundays through Dec. 17, then 
daily through Dec. 31 (except for Dec. 
24 and 25). Thursdays from 5 to 9 p.m. 
Friday through Sunday 5 to 10 p.m. Info 
and tickets: Visit WWinterWonderland.
com.

“The Gift of the Magi.” Come see a 
sparkling new adaptation of O’Henry’s 
timeless story of love and sacrifice. 
Adapted and directed by Bram Lewis. 
The Schoolhouse Theater & Arts Center, 
3 Owens Rd., North Salem. 8 p.m. $38. 
Seniors: $35. Military members: $25. 
Children and students: $15. Also Dec. 22 
and 23 at 8 p.m. and Dec. 23 and 24 at 3 
p.m. Info and tickets: 914-277-8477 or 
visit www.schoolhousetheater.org.

“It’s a Wonderful Life.” Screenings of 
this holiday classic for the whole family. 
Frank Capra directs this masterpiece 
about bank manager George Bailey who, 
facing financial ruin and possible jail 
time, contemplates jumping off a bridge 
on Christmas Eve. Jacob Burns Film 
Center, 364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 
7:15 p.m. Members: $8. Non-members: 

continued on page 12
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$13. Children (13 and under): $7.50. Also. 
Dec. 22, 23, 24 and 25 at noon. Info and 
tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Friday, Dec. 22
Christmas Tree Sale. The North White 

Plains Fire Company No. 1 will once again 
be selling Christmas trees as a fundraising 
event. North White Plains Firehouse, 
621 N. Broadway, North White Plains. 
4 to 8 p.m. Trees are priced according to 
size. 4 to 8 p.m. Also Dec. 23 from 9 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Info: 914-949-3575 or e-mail 
ncsfd1@optonline.net.

Holiday Howl  for Pups of All Ages. 
Learn about the mythology, biology and 
ecology of wolf families and discover 
why this season is such a magical time 
for packs in North  America. Guests will 
assemble gifts for ambassador wolves 

Atka, Alawa,  Nikai  and Zephyr and 
enjoy watching the wolves tear them 
open. Guests will also visit the  critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 6 p.m. Adults: $16. Children (under 
12): $13. Pre-registration required.  Info 
and registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Hunchback of Notre Dame. The White 
Plains Performing Arts Center (WPPAC) 
will present the first New York professional 
production of  “The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame”  onstage from Dec. 22 to Jan. 14. 
The White Plains Performing Arts Center 
is located on the third level of City in 
downtown White Plains.  For tickets visit 
the theatre box office Monday-Friday (11 
a.m. to 6 p.m.), purchase the tickets online 
at wppac.com or call 914-328-1600. 

 

Saturday, Dec. 23
Feeding Fun. It’s mealtime for the 

animals. Join our naturalists for a 
hands-on program and learn about the 
kind of care that goes into feeding the 
animals in the live Animal Museum and 
the outdoor barn. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1 p.m. 
Members: Free. Non-members: $8 per 
person. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

The Colonial Nutcracker. An annual 
holiday favorite, Dance Theater in 
Westchester performs its family-friendly, 
full-length version of Tchaikovsky’s 
ballet set in wintry colonial Yorktown, 
complete with a red-coated mouse army, 
an enchanted nutcracker prince and 
simultaneous narration to help young 
audience members enjoy this timeless 

classic. Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 
Brown St., Peekskill. 3 p.m. $26. Info 
and tickets: 914-739-0039 or visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Sunday, Dec. 24
Public Skate. White Plains Ebersole 

Ice Rink in Delfino Park off Lake Street. 
Public skate noon to 4 p.m. Admission: 
Youth $8, Adult $10, Senior $5; skate 
rentals $5; skate sharpening $8.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 
A service of carols and lessons telling of 
the birth of Jesus; 7 p.m.; refreshments; 
First Baptist Church of White Plains, 456 
North St., White Plains.

White Plains Kwanza Celebration, Wednesday, Dec. 27

White Plains WinterFest

A Kwanzaa celebration – free and open 
to the public – will be held Wednesday, 
Dec. 27 at 2 p.m. at the Thomas H. Slater 
Center, 2 Fisher Court, White Plains.  

The program includes Traditional 
Drumming by Kofi, Sankofa Dance & 
Drum Ensemble, and performances by 
White Plains Youth Bureau dancers, the 
White Plains Steppers and more. A free 
cultural potluck dinner will be provided 

by ShopRite following the program. 
Kwanzaa, an African-American 

festival, meaningful for people of all 
faiths, is celebrated by family and friends 
who gather to share food, light candles, 
and think about particular values that 
make meaningful community. This year 
the community celebrates the second 
Kwanzaa principle, Kujichagulia (Self 
Determination): to define ourselves, 

name ourselves, create for ourselves and 
speak for ourselves.

Kwanzaa was created in 1966 by Dr. 
Maulana Karenga, a college professor, 
author and scholar-activist who stressed 
the indispensable need to preserve, 
continually revitalize and promote 
African American culture.  Its origins 
are in the first harvest celebrations of 
Africa from which it takes its name.

WinterFest, presented by the City of 
White Plains and Bensidoun USA, kicks 
off Wednesday, December 20th and runs 
through Sunday, December 24th. The 
Market is located on Court Street between 
Martine Avenue and Main Street (the 
same location as the Farmer’s Market) and 
is open Wednesday and Thursday from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m., Friday and Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday from 10 a.m. 
to 2p.m. Admission to WinterFest and all 
entertainment and cooking demos is free.

Wednesday, Dec. 20
12:30 – 1:30 p.m. Gospel singer and 

Brooklyn native Monica Judkins will 
bring down the house with her beautiful 
voice. Monica began singing at the age of 
7. During her time at Edward R. Murrow 
High School, Monika studied music and 
found her love for vocal performance. 
At WinterFest, she will get you in 
the Christmas spirit with a variety of 
Christmas songs.

5–7p.m. The professional marching 
band, Tappan Zee Bridgemen, will 
entertain with some of the greatest brass 
and percussion musicians from the tri-
state area.

Thursday, Dec. 21
1–2 p.m. The White Plains Recreation 

and Parks Forever Young Singers will be 
on hand to share their holiday spirit with 
you. Enjoy the melodic voices and rich 
harmonies of these talented active older 
adults. 

4—5 p.m. Singers and musicians 
from Archbishop Stepinac High School 
in White Plains will perform popular 
Christmas songs. 

6:30 – 7 p.m. The Deirdre O’Mara 
School of Irish Dance will be bringing 
a lovely group of dancers who are just 
back from the regional championships 
where every one of them placed. They will 
delight with a performance that includes 
traditional and modern interpretations of  
Irish Dance. 

Friday, Dec. 22
12:30 – 1:30 p.m. Seann Cantatore from 

Flounder Warehouse will perform upbeat 
funk/jazz music to keep you warm during 
your lunch-hour WinterFest shopping. 

5 – 5:30 p.m. The Westchester 
Chordsmen, a renowned male chorus 
specializing in barbershop music, will 
perform from their wide repertoire of 
Christmas and Hanukkah holiday songs. 

5:30 – 6:30 p.m. Craft Workshop by 
Room to Create. Activity with owner 
Doreen Grozinger: Mandala cards. We 
will have square cards and special tools to 

create the mandala cards and markers to 
color them. 

6– 6:30 p.m. Reading of the Polar 
Express. Do you BELIEVE? Get your 
magic ticket and find a seat on the Polar 
Express with a frolicking and fun family 
show and reading of the famous story 
presented by the Conductor himself! Bells 
chime and snow falls during this magical, 
comedy show by veteran NY family 
entertainer David Engel. 

6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Lagond Music School 
is sending one of its outstanding student 
performance groups. 

7:30– 8:00 p.m. Carousel Dance Studio, 
showcasing various styles of dance and 
holiday songs. 

8– 9p.m. Open Mic There will be a 
sign-up available as the number of spaces 
for participants is limited. To reserve your 
space email winterfestwp@gmail.com.

Saturday, Dec. 23 
12– 2:00 p.m. Santa Claus will visit 

WinterFest with a special chair to ensure 
that he’s nice and comfortable while he’s 
listening to children’s Christmas wishes.

2—3 p.m. The Rockin’ Winter Chicklets 
and Two Elves will perform to celebrate 
music, harmony and the wonder of  
the season. 

3– 3:30 p.m. Christopher Agostino’s 
Story Faces – Tales of Transformation and 
Wonder. A world of stories comes to life 
on the faces of the audience in this unique 
performance of storytelling and painted 
faces. 

4– 5 p.m. Musical performance by 
students from Bach 2 Rock Music School 
in Mamaroneck. 

5– 6p.m. Jim Keyes, in period costume, 
will be performing Holiday music from 
the Dickensian era using reproduction 
instruments: parlor guitar, lute and 
mountain dulcimer. 

6:30 –7:30 p.m. Special Holiday 
Performance by the Katonah Celebration 
Ringers. Their bell choir is made up of 12 
ringers. They have traveled nationally and 
internationally to perform their special 
music. 

8– 9 p.m. Come on out for some funk/
jazz music with the Jacob Harelick Groove.

Sunday, Dec. 24
11 a.m. – 12 p.m. ~ Mayor Tom Roach 

reads “Twas the Night before Christmas.” 
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By Nick Antonaccio

My Experiences in Tasting and Purchasing Holiday Sparkling Wines

Toys for Tots Westchester has Been Scrooged
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I’ve penned several 
columns on the 
subject of sparkling 
wines. At this time 
of year, with the 
holidays looming 
and visions of tiny 
bubbles in a fluted 

glass dancing in my 
head, I become immersed in the joys of 
indulging in sparkling wines from around 
the world. 

For my palate, sparkling wines are one of 
the most versatile wines produced around 
the globe. Their acidity and crispness 
highlight the acidity or the creaminess 
of many foods; the effervescence cuts 
through the fattiest of foods. 

What brings this subject to the forefront 
this week are three occasions in which 
sparkling wines were the focus. Allow 
me to regale you with these experiences. 
Not to be braggadocios (although it 
may seem as such) but rather to provide 
insights into the vast array and diversity of  
bubbly wines.

The premise for each of my three 
experiences was quite disparate. My 
first was a sampling at a holiday tasting 
luncheon sponsored by the Wine Media 
Guild, of which I am a member. The 
second was a tasting I provided to a 
monthly wine group, of which I am 

a member. The third was perhaps the 
most rewarding – selecting a sampling 
of sparklers from various countries and 
regions for a holiday gift to friends.

Once a year, at the year-end holidays, 
members of the Wine Media Guild meet 
to share good cheer over a sampling of 
sparkling wines. This year’s theme was 
rosé Champagne. Twenty-
two of them to be precise. 
Fifteen, each of which was 
produced from multiple 
vintages, and an additional 
seven, each produced from 
a specific year’s harvest. 

The rosé Champagnes I 
tasted varied significantly 
in style and price. Several 
were soft and readily quaffable. Others 
were a bit more austere, while a few 
displayed perfectly balanced fruit and 
acidity. Most of these are readily available 
at wine shops that focus on Champagnes. 
Here are a few of my favorites.

In the under $60 price range, I enjoyed 
the roundness and lack of sweetness in the 
Ayala Rosé Brut Majeure NV, Duval-Leroy 
Premier Cru Brut Rosé NV, Phillipe Gonet 
Brut Rosé NV and the Moet & Chandon 
Extra Brut Rosé 2009 (the standout in the 
sea of pink and salmon colored wines).

Care to splurge? In the $75 and higher 
price range, I enjoyed the complexity, 

balance and rich mouth-feel of Bollinger 
Brut Rosé NV, Charles Heidsieck Brut 
Rosé Reserve NV, Taittinger Comtes Brut 
Rosé 2006 and Pol Roger Brut Rosé 2008 
(my overall favorite).

My next exhilarating experience was at 
my home for a group tasting of 12 wines, 
including several Champagnes from 

the Gosset winery, which 
has been producing highly 
praised wines since 1584. 
With my nine fellow wine 
group members I sampled 
the Blanc de Blanc NV and 
the 2002 Celebris Extra Brut. 
Each was quite approachable; 
the 2002 Celebris was silky, 
bright and minerally, but 

expensive. A more reasonably priced 
offering is the Brut Excellence NV, which 
in my opinion may be the best Champagne 
value on the market today. 

My third experience was a shopping 
trip to purchase a gift for two friends of 
a representative sampling of sparkling 
wines from around the world. My budget 
was no greater than $30 per bottle. I visited 
Westchester Wine Warehouse in White 
Plains for my purchase. Ken, the affable 
and very knowledgeable store manager, 
guided me to this diverse collection/

France: Moutard Grande Cuvee NV 
($30), Maison Foucher Cremant de Loire 

Brut Cuvee NV ($16), Lucien Albrecht 
Cremant d'Alsace Brut Rose NV ($19). 

United States: Schramsberg Blanc de 
Blanc, 2014 ($30).

Spain: Recaredo “Relats de Recaredo” 
Gran Reserva Brut Nature Cava, 2012 
($30).

Australia: Paringa Sparkling Shiraz 
2015 ($16).

I’m hoping my friends share these wines 
with me. If they do, I’ll attempt to report 
my tasting notes in a future column.

I encourage you to visit your local wine 
shop that has a passion for presenting fine 
sparkling wines to its customers. Then 
begin to experiment. In this day of highly 
affordable price-quality ratio wines, you 
won’t be disappointed. 

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted  wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

It’s that time of year again when little 
children happily anticipate a toy under 
a tree and a teen hopes for something 
practical like a razor or some makeup. 
Every year Toys for Tots Westchester 
volunteers work tirelessly starting in 
October to sign up collection toy stations 
and bring in donations so they can buy 
those hard to get items for teens and 
infants. This year donations were already 
down (unforeseen natural disasters do 
that) but the organization plowed on 
working even harder, getting the word 
out on social media trying to get every 
community involved by hosting gift 
donation boxes. 

Then disaster struck. Toys for Tots 

Westchester received word that not one 
but both Toys R Us locations (White Plains 
and Yonkers) had an attempted collection 
by someone claiming to be a Toys for Tots 
representative. 

Toys for Tots leapt into action rapidly 
sending out emails warning donors 
and abandoning their busy schedule to 
get to Central Avenue where they have 
vulnerable collection spots like Modell’s, 
American Legends, real estate agents and 

car dealerships.
They were too late to save Modell’s; 

their collection was already gone. But 
Babies R Us was safe thanks to alert 
managers from Toys R Us/Babies R Us 
that communicate with each other. Then 
Toys for Tots Westchester started getting 
emails that someone claiming to be from 
the organization was calling multiple 
locations and making arrangements to 
pick up the donated items.

The person showed up at one location 
and the police were called. They found 
toys in his trunk and a handwritten list of 
some of Toys for Tots collection locations.

Some of the toys were recovered, most 
were not.

Police have the alleged suspect in 
custody and Toys for Tots has engaged 
tighter pick up security.

Last year Toys for Tots Westchester 
provided 16,000 gifts for children in need. 
Each year the need is greater. 

To make a donation, mail it to Toys for 
Tots, P.O. Box 1207, White Plains, NY 
10602. Drop a gift card into the secure 
donation box in Westy’s Elmsford or 
call 914-357-0491, 914-263-0840 or visit 
www.t4twestchester.org.

The Westchester Knicks is having a Toys 
for Tots night Thursday, Dec. 21, 6 p.m., 
Westchester County Center, White Plains.

Source: Toys for Tots Westchester 
Facebook Page.
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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www.jfjfuel.com

• Heating Oil-Commerical & Residential • Diesel Fuel
• Full Oil Heating Service and Installations • Oil Tank Installation and Removal 

• Oil Tank Testing • Full Environmental Services
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top 
$$$ To hunt your land. Call for a FREE 
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HELP WANTED
INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX PRE-
PARER/MANAGER YORKTOWN 
HEIGHTS solo accounting firm seeks 
an efficient and organized individual to 
manage small income tax practice and 
prepare returns for the 2018 tax season.  
Candidate must possess sufficient knowl-
edge and experience to prepare all types 
of individual returns with little or no su-

pervision.  Excellent annual opportunity 
for someone looking to be involved with 
the tax season without an overwhelming 
commitment.  Make your own hours be-
ginning in February.  Reply to taxpracti-
ceny@gmail.com.

SEMI-RETIRING PLEASANTVILLE 
ATTORNEY needs part time secretary. 
Good computer and typing skills a must. 
Some work at home a possibility. Call 
Howard (914) 646-6643.

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NEW 
YORK SHITTY LLC. Articles of Org. 
filed with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on July 18, 2017. Office location: West-
chester County. SSNY is designated as 
agent upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail service of pro-
cess (SOP) to UNITED STATES CORPO-
RATION AGENTS, INC. @ 7014 13TH 
AVENUE, SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11228, UNITED STATES 
CORPORATION AGENTS, INC. is des-
ignated as agent for SOP at 7014 13TH 
AVENUE, SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11228. Purpose: any law-
ful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF COR-
DOVA MANAGEMENT, LLC. ARTS. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/08/17. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 1251 Wilson Road, 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598. Purpose: 
any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 336 
WASHINGTON AVENUE ASSOCI-
ATES, LLC. Arts of Org filed with Secy 
of state of NY on 11/10/2017. Office loc: 

Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 336 Washington 
Ave., New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: 
any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). 
NAME: Flaggers Unlimited Plus, LLC 
Articles of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 10/10/2017. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: The LLC, 66 Leonar-
do Dr. North Haven, CT, principal busi-
ness location of the LLC. Purpose: any 
lawful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF M. 
ELIA WELLNESS, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/01/17. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to M. Elia Well-
ness, LLC, P.O. Box 609, 1350 East Main 
Street, Shrub Oak, NY 10588 Purpose: 
For any legal purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF M. ELIA 
WELLNESS, NP IN ADULT HEALTH, 
PLLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 7/27/17. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to M. Elia Wellness, NP in 
Adult Health, PLLC, P.O. Box 609, 1350 
East Main Street, Shrub Oak, NY 10588  
Purpose: Practice the profession of 
Nurse Practitioner in Adult Health.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BLOOM 
HAIR SALON LP. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 11/29/2017. 
Office loc. Westchester. SSNY designat-

ed as agent upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: Maria Katsoros, 
305 Florence Street, Mamaroneck, NY 
10543. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of SIXTH BOR-
OUGH CLOTHING LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with SSNY on 10/10/2017. Office lo-
cation: Westchester County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
LEGALINC CORPORATE SERVICES 
INC. 1967 WEHRLE DRIVE, SUITE 1 
#086, BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14221. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WI-
ESEN, LLC. ARTS. Of Org. files with 
SSNY on 10/6/2017. Office location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
LegalZoom, 7014 13th Ave, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any law-
ful act or activity.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. 
and foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, 
complete estates. Highest prices paid.  
Call 914-260-8783 for appointment.

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds
@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

Gambling Problem? Call 877-8-HOPENY or text HOPENY (467369).  
Resorts World Catskills is an equal opportunity employer.

GET DEALT IN ON AN  
EXCITING CAREER.

For details, visit RWCATSKILLS.COM.

Become part of our team.

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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By Albert Coqueran
The Stepinac High School Basketball 

Team finished last season with an 18-11 
overall and 11-7, CHSAA AA record. Last 
season, in his second year as Head Coach, 
Pat Massaroni led the Crusaders all the 
way to the NY CHSAA Archdiocesan 
Championship Game, but lost to Mt. St. 
Michael Academy. 

The 2016-17, season was an 
overachieving and surprisingly very 
successful year for the Crusaders, especially 
after losing two highly recruited prospects 

during the offseason. Stepinac ballers also 
advanced to the CHSAA Intersectionals 
Semifinals, while losing to Archbishop 
Molloy by only one point, 70-69.

“It was an unbelievable achievement 
accomplished by the team in year two (of 
my reign), considering where the program 
was when we (coaching staff) took over 
a couple of years ago.” said Massaroni, 
during practice, on Dec.7, while preparing 
for the Crusaders Season Opener the next 
day. “The players bought into what we 
were trying to do and I give them all the 
credit,” acknowledged Massaroni.  

Therefore, the Crusaders start their 
2017-18 campaign on the court bursting 

with optimism; and why not? They had 
significant success last year and bring back 
all of their impact players except for Jorden 
Means and Payton Hudson. In fact, the 
Crusaders have five players on their roster 
this season that already have received 
offers from NCAA Division 1 Colleges.

Senior leader Alan Griffin has over 14 
Division 1 College offers, sophomore R.J.  
Davis has six offers so far and 6’-10” junior 
center Joel Soriano has been recruited 
by some of the highest college basketball 
conferences in the country. Also, even 
while coming off the bench, White Plains 
resident, sophomore Matt Brand has been 
recruited by another White Plains resident, 
Manhattan College Head Coach Steve 
Massiello, who has also offered the young 
freshman Adrian Griffin, Jr. a Division 1 
scholarship.  

Crusaders freshman Adrian “AJ” 
Griffin, Jr. played varsity basketball as an 
eighth grader for Ossining High School 
last season, before transferring to Stepinac. 
He is the younger brother of Stepinac star 
senior guard Alan Griffin. 

“He is a special talent, who will make an 
impact this season,” evaluated Massaroni. 
“It has been great having the two brothers 
on the team and I think they enjoy playing 
with each other,” commented Massaroni. 
The Griffin brothers’ father, Adrian Griffin, 
Sr. is a former NBA player. 

Griffin, Jr. is already following in his 
older brother Alan’s footsteps regarding 
his performance so far this season. The 6’-
4” freshman guard scored 19 points in the 
Crusaders first win of the season against 
Monsignor Scanlan High School, 76-63, 

on Dec. 12, in the 
Bronx. 

Older brother 
Alan, had a double-
double in the game 
with 16 points and 
11 rebounds, while 
Davis scored 13 
points and dished 
five assists, junior 
Ed Minaya had 12 
points with Xavier 
“The X-Man” 
Wilson nearly 
scoring a double-
double with 10 
points and eight 
rebounds in the 
Scanlan win.

The Scanlan 
victory was an 
essential bounce-
back victory for 
the Crusaders 
after losing their 
Season Opener in 
devastating fashion 
four days prior to St. Raymond High 
School, 90-88, in the Bronx.

With the score tied 88-88, Davis missed 
a running jump shot while guarded by two 
Raven defenders. Ravens forward Darius 
Lee grabbed the rebound and made a 
perfect outlet pass to guard Dallas Watson, 
who ran the floor for an uncontested 
winning dunk.

It was a great effort by Stepinac but they 
just came up one basket short in their 
Season Opener against the Ravens. Davis 
scored 21 points and passed for 
seven assists. Alan Griffin had 18 
points and nine rebounds. Minaya 
also had 18 points. Wilson notched 
a double-double with 14 points 
and 10 rebounds, and Soriano 
snatched 18 rebounds, scored nine 
points and block four shots in the 
game.

Therefore, Stepinac varsity 
basketball starts their 2017-
18 campaign at 1-1, with their 
Home Opener versus Byram Hills 
snowed-out on Friday, Dec. 15. 
Presently, the Crusaders Home 
Opener is scheduled for Tuesday, 
Dec. 19, against Holy Cross High 
School, at 7 p.m.

Stepinac High School will 
bring their rivalry basketball 
game against Iona Prep to the 
Westchester County Center this 
season. The game is deemed “The 
Crusaders Classic.” The Crusaders 
versus Gaels game will be part of 
a rivalry evening doubleheader, 
while also featuring Section 1 
Class A rivals Byram Hills against 
Ardsley High School, in the first 
game, on Friday, Jan. 5.

Stepinac versus Iona Prep will 
commence at 7:30 p.m., preceded by 
Byram Hills against Ardsley, at 5 p.m. at 
the Westchester County Center on Friday, 
Jan. 5.

Students with valid Student ID can 
purchase tickets at one of the four 
participating schools for $5 each. Tickets 
can also be purchased at the County 
Center Box Office every Tuesday-Friday. 
All tickets purchased at the WCC Box 
Office will be priced at $10 per ticket for 
students and adults.

EX AMINER SPORTS
Stepinac Basketball Opens Season with Tough Loss and Big Win
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Stepinac guard Matt Brand, a White Plains resident, played on the Junior 
Varsity team as a freshman last season. Brand has moved up to the 
Crusaders varsity squad as a sophomore and is expected to make significant 
contributions to the team this season. 

Newcomer this season for the Crusaders is 
freshman guard Adrian “AJ” Griffin, Jr. Griffin, Jr. 
played varsity as an eighth grader for Ossining 
High School last season. He is the young brother 
of  Stepinac senior star Alan Griffin and expected 
to be an impact player for the Crusaders this year. 

Stepinac junior guard Eduard Minaya can shoot 
with the best of  talent in the CHSAA AA, while 
averaging 15 points per game in two games thus 
far this season. 

Stepinac Head Coach Pat Massaroni draws a play 
in the huddle during the Crusaders Basketball 
2017-18 Season Opener at St. Raymond High 
School, in the Bronx. Massaroni’s planned attack 
was not enough as the Ravens beat the Crusaders, 
90-88, on Dec. 8.

Xavier “X-Man” Wilson displays his dunking ability during 
practice at Stepinac High School, on Dec. 7, while preparing 
for the Crusaders Season Opener, at St. Raymond High 
School the next day. Wilson had 10 points and eight rebounds 
against St. Ray’s but a last-second dunk by Ravens Dallas 
Watson, beat the Crusaders, 90-88. 
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