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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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FASNY Development to Move 
Forward in White Plains

Astorino Assures Public County Hard at Work to Prevent Terrorism
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WPHS Student Recognized  
for Italian Studies

Page 4

White Plains High School 
student Hailey Bonfiglio was 
recognized by the 
Westchester County Board 
of  Legislators (BOL) on Oct. 
15, during its celebration of  
Italian Culture, for excellence 
in the study of  Italian and 
for projecting an impeccable 
image of  Italian American 
youth in her school and 
community. She received 
a Certificate of  Merit from 
Ben Boykin (D-White Plains) 
District 5 Representative, 
and BOL chairman, Mike 
Kaplowitz (D-Somers). This 
is a unique honor since each 
legislative district is asked to 
nominate only one student. 
Hailey was also the recipient 
of  a scholarship awarded by DeCicco and Sons Supermarkets in recognition of  her ongoing 
dedication and commitment to Italian studies. Pictured left to right: White Plains High School Italian 
teacher, Joseph Spedaliere, student Hailey Bonfiglio, Benjamin Boykin and Michael Kaplowitz.

continued on page 2
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 Holiday 
Giving and 

Volunteering

By Anna Young
County Executive Rob Astorino 

assured the public last week that county 
law enforcement is monitoring potential 
terror threats within Westchester to 
prevent episodes while supporting law 
enforcement officials in New York City. 

During a press conference the morning 
after the Oct. 31 attack in lower Manhattan, 
Astorino and Commissioner of Public 
Safety George Longworth discussed the 
county’s readiness and ability to thwart 
any potential threat in Westchester. 

“Policing today has changed 
dramatically since pre-9/11 where dealing 

with acts of terror unfortunately is part 
of their regular training,” Astorino said. 
“We can tell the people of Westchester 
that we have the resources, we have the 
equipment, we have the training, and we, 
of course, have dedicated law enforcement 
officers that are here to deter terrorism, 
but also respond swiftly and effectively 
god for bid this should ever occur.”

Astorino said county officers who are 
assigned to the FBI’s Joint Terrorism Task 
Force were immediately on the scene last 
Tuesday, gathering information in real-
time to asses if there were any further 
threats, not only in Manhattan and the 

rest of New York City, but in Westchester. 
“The strategies that we employ and the 

training that we provide to our police 
and to our fire and EMS is dynamic and 
it’s always changing in regard to what we 
learn from previous incidents around 
the world,” Astorino said. “Our counter 
terrorism preparedness is as strong as it 
can be and every day there are members 
from the county police engaged in a wide 
variety of counter terrorism efforts.”

He explained that patrol officers carry 
radiation detection pagers that enable 
officers to identify a dirt bomb if it 
passes through the county. The county’s 

Aviation Unit and Marine Unit boats 
regularly conduct patrols around critical 
infrastructure locations, including the 
Tappan Zee Bridge and Indian Point. 

Members of the bomb squad are given 
sophisticated training needed to respond 
to any incident involving a vehicle-borne 
improvised explosive device, Astorino 
said. The county also gathers information 
from the Westchester Intelligence 
Center and the crime center at county 
headquarters. 

He added that active shooter 
demonstrations have been conducted in 

By Pat Casey
The Special Permit and Site Plan 

Application submitted by the French 
American School of New York (FASNY) 
was passed by the White Plains Common 
Council Monday night with five yes votes 
and two no votes, the super majority 
needed to pass the application on an 
environmentally sensitive site.

After nearly seven years of discussion, 
debate and court actions, modifications 
to the original plan resulted in significant 
reductions in the size and scope of the 
project, which all councilmembers voting 
for the project cited.

Councilwoman Nadine Hunt-
Robinson, who had voted against the 
project in its previous incarnations, voted 
yes Monday night, swinging the decision 
in FASNY’s favor. “Elected officials have to 
consider the rights of everyone involved,” 
she said. “This is how it is supposed to 
work, with push and pull.”

Looking at the revised application that 

had addressed objections on public safety, 
traffic, and impact on the neighborhood, 
Hunt-Robinson explained that she had 
no further objections and would vote to 
advance the project.

Councilwoman Beth Smayda said the 
FASNY plan as it exists today is the result 
of public input and that 51 acres of public 
conservancy, part of the agreed upon 
plan, is a rarity in southern Westchester.

Councilman John Martin agreed that 
the project before the Council was better 
for the community, and that a no vote 
by the Council would result in costly 
litigation to the city and its taxpayers. 
“The result would be that the school 
would be built anyway,” Martin said.

Councilman Dennis Krolian, who 
has been steadfastly against the FASNY 
project, repeated his concerns about 
traffic in the surrounding neighborhood 
that might impact emergency response 
times.
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Astorino Assures Public County Hard at Work to Prevent Terrorism
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If you are Medicare and/or 
Medicare and Medicaid Eligible
Join us for formal presentations with our licensed 
Senior Benefits Advisors to learn more about choosing a 
Medicare Advantage Plan

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE HEALTH PLAN SEMINARS

TimeVenue Address
Mount Kisco Public Library 100 East Main Street, Mt. Kisco 10549 (Conference Rm) 

Dates
Nov 13, 27, Dec 4  10:30 am

Warner Library 121 N. Broadway, Tarrytown 10591 (Room B) Nov 14, 28, Dec 5  10:30 am
Radisson Hotel 1 Radisson Plaza, New Rochelle 10801 (Restaurant)  Nov 15, 29, Dec 6  10:00 am
White Plains YMCA 250 Mamaroneck Ave, White Plains 10605 (Community Room) Nov 16, 30  10:00 am

For more information and to RSVP: 718-696-0205     TTY: 1-800-662-1220 
events@agewellnewyork.com     agewellnewyork.com/diners 

Light snacks will be provided.

AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with Medicare and Medicaid contracts. Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. A sales person will be present 
with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings call 866-586-8044 and TTY/TDD 800-662-1220.  AgeWell New York complies with 
applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de 
derechosciviles aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. ATTENTION: If you speak Spanish, language assistance services, 
free of charge, are available to you.  Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos deasistencia lingüística. Llame 
al 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). Assistance services for other languages are also available free of charge at the number above. H4922_Diner4002 Accepted 08112017

Grassy Sprain Diner 477 Tuckahoe Rd, Yonkers 10710 Nov 9, 22     2:30 pm

Bronxville Library 201 Pondfield Rd, Bronxville 10708 ((Board Room) Nov 17  10:30 am
Yonkers Riverfront Library 1 Larkin Center, Yonkers 10701 (Community Room B) Nov 20  10:30 am
Maple Center 35 Maple Avenue, New Rochelle 10801 Nov 8 2: 00 pm

schools and places of worship throughout 
the county. 

“The incident (last Tuesday) was a 
scary and stark reminder that we live 
in a very dangerous world with people 
from everywhere that would do us 
harm,” Astorino said. “We are constantly 
conducting drills and exercises to improve 
our capability if an incident occurs.”

Longworth said that the county 
increases the number of counter terrorism 
patrols when acts of terror occur around 
the world. He said there will be an 
increased presence of officers along county 
parkways, parks, critical infrastructure 
and populated areas. 

“With a million people and a very 
diverse county, we naturally, with some 

critical infrastructure, 
are a target and we 
know that, so our 
police department, 
all of the local police 
departments, our 
federal partners and 
our state partners work 
together,” Astorino 
said. “That is the most 
important thing; the 
communication and 
cooperation is critical.”

With the holidays 
rapidly approaching 
and big events often 
attracting a large crowd, 
preventative measures 

are being taken, including heavier police 
presence and blocking entrances and exits 
with large trucks to block cars and vans 
from entering. 

Despite the increased police presence 
throughout the county, Astorino urged 
the public to speak up if they see anything 
suspicious.

“Law enforcement can only do so much, 
but we count on regular people with 
their eyes and ears and gut instincts to 
call something in if they see something,” 
Astorino said. “Nobody should be 
embarrassed to do it, that’s what the 
police officers are for, that’s why we have 
specialized units with equipment to detect 
this and they are here to serve the public 
and keep us safe.” 

County Executive Rob Astorino, with Westchester law enforcement 
officials, looks to ease concerns last Wednesday, a day after the terrorist 
attack in lower Manhattan.

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO

All city departments including Public 
Safety had submitted their review of 
the project and determined they had no 
objection to it moving forward.

Councilwoman Milagros Lecuona said 
she would vote no, and that she believed 
the application as it was could not be 
accepted as complete.

Lecuona again expressed her concern 
that the regional school, although now 
restricted to only one of four parcels, 
could not be compared to a local public 

school, because students mostly come by 
car or bus.

She was also concerned about the 
possible development of the remaining 
three parcels even though there is a 15-
year moratorium on building on those 
sites built into the application.

Councilman John Kirkpatrick voted yes 
for the application, passing his time for 
comments on to the mayor.

Mayor Tom Roach noted that the 
process had not been easy and that the 

decision made Monday night would 
not make everyone happy. He said that 
a school population of 640 students is 
similar to many of the pubic elementary 
schools in White Plains.

Roach also commented that a 51-acre 
conservancy was larger than all the public 
parks in White Plains, the largest being 
Delfino Park at 17 acres.

Regarding the monitoring of vehicular 
trips in and out of the campus, a counting 
device would remain on site to record bus 

and car activity during peak hours. The 
cap on trips in and out would be fully 
enforced.
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LUW Holiday LIFT Campaign
Local residents will soon be getting 

into the spirit of giving. Lifting Up 
Westchester (LUW), a nonprofit agency, 
which provides homeless and poverty 
services to individuals throughout 
Westchester County, has commenced its 
second annual Holiday LIFT campaign, 
which kicked off on Nov. 4. The campaign 
offers multiple opportunities for the 
community to spread holiday cheer 
and lift the spirits of Westchester’s men, 
women and children in need.

Holiday LIFT  activities will include 
distributing warm coats and winter 
clothing, providing 2,000 holiday meals 
from the LUW soup kitchen, filling and 
distributing 500 holiday food bags, and 
wrapping and delivering hundreds of 
gifts. It will take an army of volunteers to 
get it done.

The following is a calendar of suggested 
giving events. 

Thanksgiving Holiday Grocery Bags. 
Weekdays until Tuesday, Nov. 7; drop off 
donations 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Lifting Up 

Westchester, 35 Orchard St., White Plains. 
Donations Requested include turkeys, 

hams, canned vegetables, instant potatoes, 
macaroni and cheese, gravy mix, stuffing, 
canned cranberries, brownie or other 
dessert mixes, pies or grocery store 
gift cards. Grocery store gift cards give 
individuals the dignity of purchasing 
their family’s favorite holiday foods and 
carrying on important cultural traditions.

Teen Weekend. Saturday, Nov. 11 help 
assemble Thanksgiving grocery bags. 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lifting Up Westchester, 

35 Orchard St., White Plains. 
Donations Requested include holiday 

food items (see above), grocery store gift 
cards, wrapping paper (plain/holiday).

Volunteers Needed: Teens. Advance 
registration required. 

Pie Day. Saturday, Nov. 18 drop off 
donations from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Lifting 
Up Westchester, 35 Orchard St., White 
Plains.

Donations Requested: Homemade or 
store-bought pies (no pecan or cream 
pies). 

Holiday Goodie Bags Project. 
Off-Site Youth Project, Monday, 
Nov. 20 drop off donations 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. at Lifting Up Westchester- 35 
Orchard St., White Plains. Donations 
Requested: 25-125 individually 
wrapped bags containing cookies/
mini muffins/unfrosted brownies (no 
nuts) and a few candies (chocolate 
kisses or pieces of wrapped candy 
or mini candy cane).  Please wrap 
“goodie bags” in cellophane and tie 
with curling ribbon.

Volunteers Needed: Boy or Girl 
Scout Troops or Youth Groups. Phone 
ahead to pledge your donation.

Thanksgiving Dinner. Thursday, 
Nov. 23 drop off donations 8 to 9 a.m. 
at Grace Church Parish Hall (entry 
at back of building), 33 Church St., 
White Plains.

Donations Needed: Prepared trays 
of mac and cheese, collard greens, 
cooked vegetables, mashed potatoes, 
stuffing or fruit. 

Holiday Grocery Bags. Tuesday, 
Dec. 5 drop off donations 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. at Lifting Up Westchester, 35 
Orchard St., White Plains,.

Donations Requested: Turkeys, 
hams, canned vegetables, instant 
potatoes, macaroni & cheese, gravy 
mix, stuffing, canned cranberries, 
brownie or other dessert mixes, pies 
or grocery store gift cards. 

Packing and Wrapping Day. 
Saturday, Dec. 9 help assemble holiday 
grocery bags and gift wrapping 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at Lifting Up Westchester, 35 
Orchard St., White Plains. 

Donations Requested: Socks, board 
games, sports balls and ethnically 
diverse dolls for distribution 
to homeless and economically 
disadvantaged adults and children.

Volunteers Needed: Teens and 
families with children seven years and 
older. Advance registration required.

Deck the Halls Day. Week of Dec. 
11 help decorate our soup kitchen, 
Open Arms Men’s Shelter, Samaritan 
House Women’s Shelter or the LUW 
main office. Call 914-949-3098 ext. 
9737 for assignment.

Donations Requested: Holiday 
decorations.

All Roads Lead To PLEASANTVILLE

ACTION SALE

Not responsible for typographical errors

Pleasantville Ford, Inc. Prestige Imports
a division of Pleasantville Ford Inc.

914.769.1800
44 & 47 Pleasantville Road • Pleasantville, NY 

www.pleasantville-ford.com

MILEAGE STOCKFEATURING: PRICE
2006 FORD FREESTYLE 105204 18-050A 4,995.00 
2007 SUBARU IMPREZA 5DR 97579 P7706 5,995.00 
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2011 SUBARU LEGACY LTD 109746 17-004A 8,995.00
2009 VW TIGUAN FWD 90245 17-191A 8,995.00
2008 FORD RANGER XL 5SPD 76200 P7741 8,995.00
2010 HONDA CIVIC 39191 18-103A 9,995.00
2009 SUBARU IMPR SPT S/W 72223 17-513A 9,995.00
2008 HONDA ACCORD 87426 17-514A 9,995.00
2009 SUBARU OUTBACK LTD 104448 16-448A 10,995.00
2008 SUBARU LL BEAN O/BACK 91196 17-440A 10,995.00
2011 SUBARU FORESTER 92884 18-017A 11,995.00
2011 FORD EXPLORER XLT 102410 F510-17A 11,995.00
2010 SUABRU FORESTER 99083 P7733 11,995.00
2010 SUBARU OUTBACK 93998 17-131B 11,995.00
2009 SUBARU FORESTER LTD 93573 P7522A 11,995.00
2007 BMW 328XI 74589 P7685 11,995.00
2012 FORD ESCAPE 89732 F027B-17 12,995.00
2011 SUBARU FORESTER 90125 18-075A 12,995.00
2011 HONDA ACCORD 54550 F334-17A 12,995.00
2015 JEEP COMPASS 47398 18-034A 13,995.00
2013 SUBARU CROSSTREK 113853 P7713A 13,995.00
2011 SUBARU OUTBACK 63940 18-088A 13,995.00 

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL $500 OFF WITH THIS AD!*

*Must present ad at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer expires 11/14/17
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Westchester County Jail Wins Award for Inmate Mental Heath Services
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Selected from more than 500 jails, 
prisons and other correctional facilities 
nationwide, Westchester county jail won 
“Program of the Year” honors from the 
National Commission on Correctional 
Health Care for its Community Oriented 
Re-Entry (CORE) program, which 
provides mental health services to 
inmates. 

The award was presented on Nov. 6, in 
Chicago. 

The CORE program follows the 
key principles of Westchester’s ‘Safer 
Communities’ initiative to reduce 
recidivism by addressing root causes and 
then marshaling a coordinated response. 
Launched in November of 2014, CORE 
is a partnership among the county’s 
Department of Correction, Department 
of Community Mental Health, and 
New York Correct Care Solutions, the 
inmate health services provider at the 
jail. The program also relies upon several 
community partners that specialize in 
the needs of inmates with mental health 
issues, as well as from volunteers, such 
as clergy, musicians, artists and former 
prisoners committed to recovery. 

The CORE facility is housed on the 
fourth floor of the County jail and 
provides intensive daily programs for 
inmate-patients who have been diagnosed 
with serious mental illnesses. CORE 
participants, which include men, women 

and minors, are screened by qualified 
mental health professionals and the jail’s 
administrative team.  

Emphasizing the principle that 
“discharge planning begins at intake,” 
a key goal of CORE is to link inmate-
patients with critical services in their 
home communities. CORE offers both 
individual and group-based therapy and 
focuses on improving participants’ life 
skills, job readiness, family reintegration, 
spirituality and substance abuse recovery. 
Through the use of art and music therapy, 

guest speakers and other workshops, 
participants are able to discuss their 
fears, anxieties and other struggles in an 
interactive and productive manner not 
customarily seen in jail settings.  

“The reasons for CORE’s success are 
easy to see,” County Executive Rob 
Astorino said in a press statement. 
“Issues are addressed rather than ignored 
and relationships are created so that 
individuals leave the county jail with a 
network of experiences and services that 
will help them.”

Astorino added, “For too long, far too 
many of our nation’s jails and prisons have 
been filled with the people struggling 
with mental illness. The feedback we 
have received on CORE from everyone 
– from correction officers to inmates to 
mental health clinicians – has been truly 
remarkable.  Ensuring that this population 
receives critically needed services while in 
jail directly enhances public safety when 
they return to their home communities, 
both in Westchester and beyond.”  

Westchester County Executive Rob Astorino with staff  and inmates at the CORE facility in Westchester 
county jail.
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Bethel Springvale Inn 
Quality & Affordability - It’s an Easy Choice!  

877-309-9796 
At the Heart of Senior Living                  

bethelwell.org  

62 Springvale Rd.  
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520 

The Most Affordable,  
Assisted Living in Westchester Currently Ranked 4th (of 76) in 

Metropolitan Swimming and 
112th (of over 2600) Nationally!!

Fun, Family Oriented...and...FAST!!

ALL Age Groups & 
ALL Training levels practice 

at the same location! 
Less traveling, more family time

Making Dreams Come True for Over 30 Years!!

Condor’s Emily Escobedo 
qualifi es for USA NATIONAL 

TEAM at the US Open

Westchester Community College (Valhalla, NY)
www.Condors.org • 845-638-4381

Email:Join@Condors.org

Multiple Qualifi ers for 
US Open, National 
& Junior National 

Swim meets.

2017 Metropolitan Senior 
Coach of the Year 

- Jim Wargo

6 Time, USA 
Swimming Club 
Excellence, Bronze 
Medal Award Winner!

Schedule a Tryout:
Email Coach Christina
Christina@condors.org

Holiday Giving and Volunteer Guide
Volunteers Needed: Corporate Groups, 

Organizations, Boy or Girl Scout Groups 
or Youth Groups.  

Cookie and Pie Day. Saturday, Dec. 16 
drop off desserts between 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at Lifting Up Westchester, 35 Orchard St., 
White Plains.

Donations Requested: Home baked or 
store-bought cookies, pies and desserts 
(no pecan pies or cream pies). Make this 
an activity with your family and friends. 
Baking will be distributed at Grace’s 
Kitchen (soup kitchen), and through 
our supportive housing programs and 
Brighter Futures Youth Programs.

Holiday Goodie Bags Project. Off-
Site Youth Project, Wednesday, Dec. 20 
and Wednesday, Dec. 27, drop off  9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. at Lifting Up Westchester, 35 
Orchard St., White Plains. 

Donations Requested: 25-125 “goodie 
bags” containing wrapped cookies/mini 
muffins/unfrosted brownies (no nuts) and 
a few candies (chocolate kisses or pieces 
of wrapped candy or mini candy cane). 
Please wrap combined items in cellophane 
and tie “goodie bags” with curling ribbon.

Volunteers Needed: Boy or Girl Scout 
Troops or Youth Groups. Phone ahead to 
pledge your donation.

Christmas Day Dinner. Monday, Dec. 
25 drop off prepared food donations 8 to 

9 a.m. at Grace Church Parish Hall (entry 
at back of building), 33 Church St., White 
Plains.

Donations Needed: Prepared trays of 
mac & cheese, collard greens, cooked 
vegetables, mashed potatoes, stuffing or 
fruit.

New Year’s Day Dinner. Monday, Jan. 1, 
2018 drop off prepared food donations 8 to 
9 a.m. at Grace Church Parish Hall (entry 
at back of building), 33 Church St., White 
Plains. Donations Needed: Prepared trays 
of mac & cheese, collard greens, cooked 
vegetables, mashed potatoes, stuffing or 
fruit. For more information call (914) 
949-3098, ext. 9735.

Volunteers Needed: Individuals and 
families with children 15 years and older 
to help prepare and serve meals. Advance 
registration required. 

To make a cash donation visit: www.
liftingupwestchester.org.
Food Bank for Westchester “Feed a Family” 
Campaign 

One donation of $25 will buy a holiday 
meal for a family and the campaign’s goal is 
to provide 2,000 holiday meals for families 
in need from now through Dec. 31. 

Last year, Food Bank for Westchester 
re-invented its annual turkey distributions 
for Thanksgiving and launched this 

continued from page 4

continued on next page

The women of  St. Mary’s Indian Orthodox Church, White Plains, have been packing holiday food bags, 
which include a grocery store gift card. They believe that’s important because many of  the families who 
receive their holiday food bags are vegetarian or prefer something other than turkey or ham for their 
holiday meals
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Questions About Health Insurance? 
Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable health insurance for 
qualifying children and adults of all ages through Qualified Health 
Plans and the New York State-sponsored Child Health Plus, 
Essential Plan, and Medicaid programs.

We want everyone to know that learning about quality, affordable 
health insurance is just a call, click, or visit away.

Call

Click

Visit

To Learn More:

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
1-800-421-1220 TTY

Apply Through:
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov
For those who are eligible

fideliscare.org/offices

1-888-FIDELIS • fideliscare.org
(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220

Let’s Get Everyone Covered.

To learn more about applying for health insurance, including Medicaid, Child Health 
Plus, Essential Plan, and Qualified Health Plans through NY State of Health, The 
Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or 
call 1-855-355-5777.

Enrollment Timeframes:
For those who are eligible

Starting November 1 — December 15, 2017
for coverage that begins January 1, 2018 

for Qualified Health Plans through NY State of Health

All Year Long
for Child Health Plus, Essential Plan, Medicaid 

(New York State-sponsored health insurance) 
Individuals must be eligible to apply for Medicaid

Holiday Giving and Volunteer Guide
continued from previous page
campaign to help residents during the 
entire holiday season.  

The Food Bank for Westchester operates 
the county’s largest food collection and 
emergency distribution network, helping 
to feed and supply for its 300 front line 
hunger-relief programs throughout 
Westchester, which include food pantries, 
soup kitchens, and shelters. 

No contribution is too small for the 
“Feed a Family” campaign. Local residents, 
business leaders and organizations can 
come together to donate, whether it’s $25 
to feed one household or family, or $500 
to feed 20 households or families.

The following provides ways for 
everyone to help their neighbors who are 
hungry this holiday season:

Advocate, Educate, Volunteer, Donate. 
Take the pledge to help feed a family for 
the holidays. Start your own Facebook 
Fundraiser – have employees donate 
or create their own challenge amongst 
different departments to see who can raise 
the most. Raise awareness by hanging Feed 
a Family/Food Bank flyers and signage. 
Spread the word on social media by taking 
the “empty plate” challenge. Start a Food 
and Fund drive in the office. Food Bank 
for Westchester can provide food bins 
and arrange for pick up.  Ask employees  
to donate items from our most needed 

items list.
Get Involved with Check-Out Hunger. 

Each year, select grocery stores and other 
food retailers throughout Westchester 
County participate in Check-Out Hunger, 
a point of sale campaign running through 
Dec. 31 that benefits over 40 Feeding 
America Food Banks and affiliates.  The 
Food Bank for Westchester is a beneficiary 
of this campaign. Now through January, 
the Food Bank for Westchester invites 
shoppers to “Check Out Hunger” by 
visiting participating stores and making a 
donation at the cash register.

Form a Team for the Community 
Scoop-A-Thon. Are you a local 
community organization, small 
business, or school group? Join Food 
Bank for Westchester to help feed 
hungry neighbors this holiday season. 
On #GivingTuesday, a global giving 
movement, Food Bank for Westchester 
will be hosting it’s first-ever Community 
Scoop-A-Thon competition. This event 
will be an exciting and intense experience 
where community teams compete to pack 
the most food in one hour. The team that 
packs the most food in an hour will be 
deemed the “Community Scoop-a-Thon 
Champion” and receive tickets to Food 
Bank for Westchester’s Hunger Heroes 
Awards breakfast. Entrance fee: $100 

fundraising requirement per person or 
$1,000 per team (up to 10 individuals).To 
donate visit foodbankforwestchester.org.   
YWCA Food Drive for Residents and Families

Annually, the YWCA holds a Holiday 
Food Drive for residents at the Women’s 
Residence and families facing challenges 
who participate in YWCA programs. 
The food gathered helps residents and 
families with staple products like canned 
goods and other necessities, while also 
focusing on some baking items to make 
the holidays a bit sweeter.

The food drive wish list includes food 
store gift cards; donate a turkey, ham or 
other dish (contact 914-428-1130 ext. 301 
for drop off arrangements); canned sweet 
potatoes;; cranberry sauce; canned fruits 
and vegetables; sauces and seasonings; 
pasta and rice; instant mashed potatoes; 
canned meats – tuna and chicken; jars of 
peanut butter and jelly; boxes of hot and 
cold cereals; nonperishable baking items; 
heat and serve meals such as soups and 
stews.

Provide a Thanksgiving basket with a 
complete holiday meal for a family of five, 
including paper goods and a gift card to 
purchase perishable items. Host a food 
drive in your neighborhood or workplace. 

Drop off donations at the YWCA 
Activity Center, 515 North St., White 

Plains in the main lobby through Nov. 19.
To make a donation online visit https://

interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/
weblink.aspx?name=E144970&id=28.



November 7 - November 13, 20178 The White Plains Examiner

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 

editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 

editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to  
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.  

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide their 

name, address and contact information. 

Letters Policy

Letters to the Editor

Support Wreaths Across America with 
Daughters of Liberty’s Legacy

Four WPHS Graduates  
Named Into School’s Hall of Fame

Disagreement With Mayoral Endorsement Over FASNY Issue

Open Letter Concerning the White Plains Mayoral Candidates 

Correction
 In the Oct. 31, 2017 issue of The White 

Plains Examiner, in the article titled: “50-
Year Building Moratorium Proposed for 
Part of FASNY Property,” we incorrectly 
stated that the attorney for FASNY 
said the school would support such a 
moratorium. FASNY does not support a 
50-year building moratorium.

The Daughters of Liberty’s Legacy 
(DOLL) is again partnering with Wreaths 
Across America.  DOLL is asking for 
sponsorships for wreaths to be placed by 
the organization, on the graves of local 
Veterans.

Sponsoring one wreath is $15. DOLL 
suggests that groups and organizations 
sponsor seven wreaths ($105) to represent 
six branches of Military and POW/MIA.

Any and all wreath sponsorships are 
welcomed and appreciated.

Donations may be made online 
by visiting DOLL1776.com, (click 
‘DONATE’).

If you prefer to send a check, make it 
out to Daughters of Liberty’s Legacy Inc., 
and mail to:  4 Grove Road, N. White 
Plains, NY 10603.

Volunteers to place wreaths are 
welcomed.

The wreath placing ceremony 
is  Dec. 16  at Gate of Heaven Cemetery, 
Hawthorne, 12 p.m. sharp.

Four White Plains High School 
graduates have been selected for 
induction into the school’s Hall of Fame 
this fall.

The Hall of Fame pays tribute to White 
Plains High School alumni/ae who have 
distinguished themselves in their chosen 
careers and/or have significantly and 
positively impacted the lives of others.

The 2017 inductees are: 
Ralph Waite, ’46, award-winning stage, 

film and TV actor, best known for his 
award-winning portrayal of the iconic TV 
father, John Walton, in the long-running 
series “The Waltons” (posthumous).

Dr. Robert L. Johnson, ’64, 
internationally recognized expert on 
adolescent health matters and Dean of the 
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School.

Georgia Kacandes, ’77, a respected 
producer of award-winning movies and 

production manager of more than 40 
films, has collaborated with directors 
Martin Scorsese, Francis Ford Coppola 
and Quentin Tarantino. 

David Levy, ‘80, as President of Turner 
Broadcasting since 2013, is responsible for 
domestic entertainment programming 
including TBS, TNT, Turner Classic 
Movies, the Cartoon Network and Turner 
Sports.

The honorees will visit the High School 
on Wednesday, Nov. 15 and will meet with 
students during the day. The Induction 
Ceremony will take place in the Media 
Center at 3 p.m. and will be followed by a 
reception. The public is invited.  

This is the eighteenth class of 
distinguished alumni/ae selected since 
the Hall of Fame was established in 1996, 
bringing the total number of inductees to 
78. It is estimated that more than 30,000 
students have graduated from White 
Plains High School in its 121 years of 
continuous operation.

The inductees were selected by a 
committee of representatives of civic 
and school groups from nominations 
submitted by the public. 

Supporting Tom Roach, even 
though his dealings with FASNY suggest 
corruption, is a reprehensible act on your 
part. I don’t know if it’s a fact I just know 
it’s true. And as a reporter  you should 
be thoroughly aware of all the decisions 
made by the Mayor over the past seven 

years. I suggest you do some investigative 
reporting  on the activities between the 
City  Government and FASNY’s lawyers 
and the Soros family.

The glib conclusion of your 
article: “However, despite the attacks and 
the negative spin, Mayor Roach has been 

good for White Plains and he deserves 
another term to continue the programs he 
has begun to implement,” would be more 
accurate if you wrote: because of hundreds 
upon hundreds of letters written to Mayor 
Roach over the past seven years by his 
constituents that were never answered and 

were NOT spin and Not attacks, despite 
some good he has done for the City he 
clearly does not deserve to be Mayor for 

10 years.
–Sanford Zevon, MD, 

White Plains

As a life long Democrat I am saddened 
to see how our White Plains government 
has deteriorated in recent years. I truly 
believe now is the time for change and 
elect a new Mayor and Common Council. 
The recent efforts by Mayor Roach in the 
recent Democratic primary were very 
troubling: robo-calling voters asking 
them not to sign his opponents petitions; 
court challenges on the validity of his 
opponent’s petitions over misspelling 
errors, effectively aiming at people whose 
fluency with English is limited.

More striking is the manner in which 
he has governed recently.

Orchestrating the appointment of the 
City Democratic Chair as a City Judge. 
The selected person was not on the list of 
recommended candidates by the selection 
committee. The ten-year appointment 
was made despite serious health problems 

of the candidate who was removed from 
her job shortly after her appointment 
because of her physical inability to serve.

Dismissing the longest serving member 
of the Planning Board after he questioned 
certain features of the development 
proposed for the former Good Counsel 
site. The Mayor’s new appointee approved 
the plan at his first meeting without asking 
a single question.

Rushing to create a new Transit Plan 
for the City increasing bus traffic from 
Rockland County and expanding building 
sizes near the Train Station, further 
cutting off the Battle Hill neighborhood 
from the rest of the City.

Acting as the chief proponent of the 
massive FASNY plan for the south end 
of the City despite a street network that 
cannot handle the additional traffic.  

The Mayor has succumbed to pressure 

by political bosses in the State who want 
the school to be approved because the 
daughter of George Soros, one of the 
largest contributors to the Democratic 
Party, was recently Chair of FASNY.

Agreeing to zoning changes on virtually 
every new proposed project downtown 
sharply increasing building sizes for 
developers.

Actively promoting more urbanization 
instead of the small suburban city that has 
been the vision of our City’s residents and 
leaders as outlined in the Comprehensive 
Plans and Zoning Ordinance.

White Plains has historically been 
known as a “good government” town. 
We must insist upon it. The City is a 
very delicate balance between downtown 
and the surrounding residential 
neighborhoods.  Once that is lost the City 
will deteriorate and lose its attractiveness.

I see more clearly than ever the 
importance of a two-party system and 
intend to vote for Milagros Lecuona for 
Mayor for her intelligence, independence 
and most importantly her integrity.

–Mary Anne Sheehan, White Plains
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Obituraries

Guest 
ColumnBy Richard Cirulli

Boomerang

Thomasina 
“Tommie” Bonacci
Tommie’s full, vibrant life came to a 

peaceful end on Nov. 2, after a brief illness, 
while surrounded by loved ones. She was 
born on April 10, 1930, the youngest of 
four daughters, to John F. Bonacci and 
Elizabeth Healy Bonacci. 

Tommie was born and raised in White 
Plains and lived there for 87 years, until 
recently moving to assisted living in 
Yorktown Heights, where she shared the 
gift of her friendship, making new friends 
and enjoying many activities with them. 

Tommie was a graduate of St. John’s 
High School in White Plains, where she 
also attended Our Lady of Good Counsel 
College and was a graduate of Tefft 
Business School.

Tommie thoroughly enjoyed working, 
making lifelong friends along the way and 
bringing them into the family fold. Every 
Monday night for more than 25 years, 
she bowled in a league with co-workers 
and friends. Her career started at Picker 
X-ray in White Plains in the 1950s, went 
on to work many years for Ford Motor 
Company, and ended in 2009, when she 
retired as Secretary to the Fire Chief in 
White Plains.

A complete “people person,” Tommie’s 
family and friends were her life. She was 
a fun, unselfish, wonderful aunt and like a 
second mother to her nieces and nephews, 
while somehow remaining the perennial 
teenager herself. Tommie’s life story could 
be entitled, “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 

Tommie was a devout Catholic who 
lived an unselfish, exemplary life. 

Tommie was known for her big laugh, 
big heart and big sneeze. She was always 
the life of the party. She loved to sing, her 
signature song being “Mr. Blue” by the 
Fleetwoods. 

She was predeceased by her parents, her 
sisters, Katie McKeown, Mary O’Brien 
and Tc Scanlan and one niece, Denny 
Scanlan. She is survived by her adoring, 
heartbroken “children” (nieces and 
nephews) Brigid, Rory, Morgan, Suzanne, 
Nellie, Maggie, Thaddeus, Gerard, Doll 
(Mary Adele) and Meg, and many great 
nieces and nephews.

Wake will be held Friday, Nov. 10 from 4 
to 7 p.m. at McMahon Lyon and Hartnett 
Funeral Home, 491 Mamaroneck Ave., 
White Plains. Funeral Mass will be held 
at Our Lady of Sorrows Church, White 
Plains on Saturday, Nov. 11 at 10 a.m.

In lieu of balloons, please consider 
donations to Cardinal McCloskey 
Community Services, https://www.cmcs.
org/donate or Alzheimer’s Association, 
PO Box 96011, Wash DC 20090.

Pauline Oliva
Pauline C. Oliva, a lifetime resident 

and longtime civic leader of White Plains 
passed away peacefully on Oct. 31 at the 
age of 91. She was proud of her Irish and 
Lithuanian roots and was the daughter 
of two immigrants Alexander and Mary 
Johnson. She was predeceased by her 
husband of 66 years Patrick, and her 
beloved brothers Vincent, Charles and 
Edward.

Pauline is survived by her three 
children, Patricia Lynn, Edmond (Margit), 
and Thomas Oliva, three grandchildren, 

Marland (Julia) Oliva, Lillian (Stephen) 
Rasulo, Edmond T. Oliva, and three great 
grandchildren. She also leaves behind her 
loving sister-in-law Angie Johnson and 
several nieces, nephews, cousins and their 
families. 

Pauline was a graduate of White Plains 
High School and later earned a degree in 
Labor Studies from Empire State College. 
Pauline worked in government service 
for more than 30 years, first with the New 
York State Department of Labor and later 
for the Westchester County Department 
of Planning, where she served as the 
Program Director of Section 8 Housing 
Programs.

She was a longtime member of the 
White Plains Beautification Foundation, 
White Plains League of Women Voters, 
Woman’s Club of White Plains and White 
Plains Hospital Center Auxiliary and a past 
President of the Battle Hill Neighborhood 
Association. Pauline served on Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel Church Parish Council. 
She was a lifelong Democrat and until her 
death was an active member of the City of 
White Plains Democratic Committee.

Pauline was elected to two terms on 
the White Plains City Council serving a 
term as Council President. A reelection 
endorsement by a local newspaper 
described her as “…the shining star on 
the Common Council because of her 
work for quality neighborhoods and her 
many other innovations.” Her legacy on 
the Council as well as in life was as an 
advocate for the less fortunate.

As an animal lover Pauline was a parent 
to many cats and dogs. She found time to 
be an outstanding cook and baker with 
the help of her Italian mother-in-law 
who shared many of her original recipes. 
Pauline loved to garden and cheer on the 
New York Yankees. She was always willing 
to step up and volunteer and coached her 
sons’ Little League teams when no one 
else would.

Pauline received the City of White 
Plains Human Rights Distinguished 
Service Award and the Rotary Club’s 
Paul Harris Fellowship Award. She was 
inducted in the White Plains High School 
Hall of Fame and received the White 
Plains League of Women Voters’ award for 
dedicated community involvement.

With all of these accomplishments, 
Pauline was best known to White Plains 
residents for her warm and welcoming 
personality, her modesty and compassion, 
beauty and great sense of humor. She is 
already missed by her devoted family, and 
her numerous friends, colleagues, and 
neighbors.

Contributions can be made in Pauline’s 
memory to the White Plains Beautification 
Foundation (PO Box 1614, White Plains, 
10602) and Forgotten Felines (PO Box 
430, Valhalla, 10595).

From Liberalism to Fascism
The Identicalness of America’s New ‘Diversity” of “Free Speech”

As some of us Baby 
Boomers look back 
to reflect upon our 
impact on society 
today, one topic that 
comes to mind is that 
of free speech. It is 
especially poignant 
when considering the 
current atmosphere of 

hate crimes against opposing views and 
that many of our academic elites and the 
media are systematically silencing free 
speech. 

It is quite ironic and equally sad how 
today’s academic institutions are under 
the stewardship of leaders who fear free 
speech and honest discourse. These same 
institutions were the epicenter of the Free 
Speech Movement (FSM) that was highly 
influenced by the New Left, a movement 
that advocated for the student’s right to 
free speech, supported the American Civil 
Rights Movement and the Anti Vietnam 

War Movement. 
One of the key members of the Berkeley 

Free Speech Movement was Mario Savio, 
who presented a passionate campus 
speech on Dec. 2, 1964. Savio’s dedication 
and work for promoting free 
speech remain historically 
relevant today, especially 
as these same institutions 
contrive to silence free speech. 

Unlike many of today’s 
college students, who attend 
college to secure a safe zone, 
free from the realities of life, Savio spent 
his summers working with Catholic 
relief organizations in Mexico helping to 
improve sanitary problems in the slums. 
He was arrested for demonstrating in 
support of the Civil Rights movement.

If America’s youth are headed to college 
to secure a safe zone for themselves while 
the rest of the world is suffering, our 
academic institutions have failed. There 
was a time when academe was tasked to 

educate students about life’s problems 
and to help solve them. Today they are 
thought to run from them. It is a form of 
intellectual cowardice. 

Many now ask in utter bewilderment: 
“How did we get here?” 
The answer may be simple. 
Academe along with political 
correctness has conditioned 
our future generations to fear 
discourse and the reality of 
life. They have accomplished 
this by hiding mediocrity, 

lowering standards, grade inflation and 
making everyone number 1. 

In an article in the Wall Street Journal 
in the Oct. 7, 2017 edition, titled “You’re 
All No.1! High Schools say ‘Vale’ to the 
Valedictorian,” the author reports that 
today many schools are doing away with 
the traditional title to prevent a single 
student from being hailed with the honor. 
At some schools, all students with at least 
a 4.0 GPA will be granted this distinction.  

Speaking as a former professor, who like 
many of my peers was tasked to educate 
college students ill-prepared for college 
life, incidents of grade inflation are well 
known and widespread, though hush-
hush is the word from the administration. 

In the not so distant past, one of the 
college deans requested a copy of my final 
exam for administration review. I was 
informed one of the students complained 
about the content of the exam as being 
too difficult to achieve the “A” grade the 
student wanted. I was given the option 
to just change the student’s grade to an 
“A” and nothing more would be said. 
When I refused to change the grade, the 
administration reviewed my exam, called 
me and berated me my stating, “What 
the hell kind of exam is this? This is not 
Harvard.” Truer words were never spoken. 
I refused to change the grade, and was 
asked not to return the following semester. 

continued on page 11
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Despite Changes, the Sink Remains as the Heart of the Kitchen
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Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.

When you are at the kitchen sink 
cleaning lettuce or rinsing dishes in 
preparation for the dishwasher, do you 
ever wonder about the origins of this 
trusty staple in the heart of your home? 
Or did you ever wonder where the 
expression “everything but the kitchen 
sink” originated?  

The answer to the latter question has 
a shorter history than you might think.  
The idiomatic expression developed at the 
onset of World War II when everything 
made of metal was collected, melted down 
and reused for the war arsenal. The only 
objects left out were porcelain kitchen 
sinks.

While this is an article about the kitchen 
sink and how its use has changed in the 
past 50 years, it must start with the story 
of washing dishes and how that has been 
revolutionized in the same time period.

History tells us that the dishwasher 
was invented by a woman in Illinois in 
the 1880s, but nobody in my middle-
class Philadelphia neighborhood had a 
dishwasher when I was a kid. Those were 
the days when children shared the chores 
of washing dishes from mealtime over a 
kitchen sink that somehow seemed higher 
than necessary for a runt of a little guy  
like me.

My mother didn’t have a dishwasher 
until she won one at an appliance store 
when I was nine years old. I remember 

the great joy in learning 
that the new appliance 
in the house, which 
significantly diminished 
the open space in our 
eat-in kitchen (we had 
no dining room), both 
washed and dried the 
dishes. It was convenient, 
yes, but the dishwasher’s 
bottom line effect was 
that my siblings and I 
probably spent less time 
together after its arrival.

I find it fascinating 
to know the history of 
everything involved 
with today’s homes, and 
kitchen sinks probably 
have the longest history 
of all, starting in the 
Neanderthal age. The 
first sink was simply a large rock that had 
eroded into a concave shape from centuries 
of rain. There was not much progress 
through the ages until the time that 
households included rooms designated 
as kitchens. For centuries, most kitchen 
functions were performed around the 
cooking hearth or, for wealthier families, 
in a separate building, to lessen the chance 
of household fires.

During the early 1800s, our first kitchen 
sinks involved a process of pumping water 

from supply tanks or wells and 
collecting it in bowls, which 
were placed into dry sinks 
made of metal troughs and 
built into wooden cabinets. 
Copper and nickel silver, 
an alloy of zinc, copper and 
nickel, were among the first 
two materials used for butler 
sinks, which usually were 
found only in wealthy homes. 

In the 1920s, indoor 
plumbing created the need 
for sturdy sinks made of non-
corrosive materials like copper 
and nickel silver, made of 
manganese silicon, carbon and 
iron, and from World War II, 
porcelain. 

With the convenience of 
the dishwasher, homeowners 
spend less time toiling at 

the kitchen sink today, yet it has greater 
potential than ever as a decorative 
element, equal in interest to homeowners 
and decorators as is the countertop and 
backsplash.  

With less rigorous use (I used to clean 
my paint brushes in my stainless steel sink 
until I realized that it was probably bad for 
my septic system), today’s bowls come in a 
wide range of materials from the expected 
porcelain to the newest kind of granite 
composite. There is also a return to copper, 

which I think is the most interesting 
material of all in that it develops its own 
patina with age and proper care.

Kitchen sinks are always best installed 
from below the countertop and at a lower 
level so that water and waste materials can 
be easily scooped from the counter into 
the bowl. More sinks are now available 
with the drains strategically placed at the 
back of the bowl so that there is more 
front storage space in the cabinet below.

Currently, the wisdom of attaching a 
waste disposal unit to the kitchen sink 
is being questioned. Sentiment now is 
that it is not the greenest way to dispose 
of kitchen waste, and why would anyone 
want to deny their compost pile its 
benefits?

While there are many options 
concerning the kitchen sink, there is 
always strong sentiment to locating it 
directly under a window, both to avoid 
a claustrophobic feeling and to enjoy 
the beauty of the great outdoors as we 
perform otherwise boring chores.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.
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SMALL NEWS  
IS BIG NEWS

By Nick Antonaccio

Chances Dwindling to Enjoy a Hudson Valley Winery Weekend
Yes, it’s November, 

and this is the 
season our thoughts 
gravitate to ski slopes 
and holiday travel to 
the homes of family 
and friends. 

But not this year. 
As I write this column, 

the leaves are still on the trees; many 
are still green. We haven’t had a hard 
frost; thoughts of an Indian Summer 
faded weeks ago. Perhaps this is why I 
haven’t undertaken, or even planned, 
my perennial fall trip to several Hudson 
Valley wineries. We are fortunate to have 
in our backyard a number of world-class 
wineries, replete with tasting programs 
and fall activities to invigorate the most 
adventurous of us. 

I encourage you to take advantage of 
these remaining days of mild temperatures 
and still-changing foliage to embark on a 
weekend drive up the Taconic Parkway 
or the New York State Thruway to enjoy 
a day at one of our local wineries, taking 
in the beauty and bounty of the Hudson 
Valley.  

About an hour from northern 
Westchester is where the rolling hills of 
New York meet the lush vineyards of 
California’s Napa Valley. There are several 
prominent wineries in Dutchess, Orange 

and Ulster counties that will sate your 
appetite for an escape from life’s everyday 
obstacles with a relaxing and rewarding 
experience on a personalized level. At 
these wineries you can inhale the scents of 
wet and colorful leaves as well as the musty 
odor of fermenting grapes. The staffs 
are professional and are ready to assist 
you in discovering 
the exceptional wines 
produced in our 
backyard.

I recommend 
these wineries for a 
leisurely Saturday or 
Sunday afternoon 
drive, beginning with 
a quick stop at your favorite gourmet 
deli for picnic provisions. A few of my 
favorites along the Taconic: Millbrook 
Vineyards and Winery in Millbrook, 
Clinton Vineyards in Clinton Corners and 
Cascade Mountain Winery in Amenia. 
Call or check online for directions and 
hours. 

Cross the span of the new Governor 
Mario M. Cuomo Bridge to the Harriman 
exit of the Thruway to any of the 15 
wineries along the Shawangunk Wine 
Trail. Notable wineries to visit include 
Benmarl Winery, Glorie Farm Winery 
and Warwick Valley Winery. Stoutridge 
Vineyard in Marlboro has recently 

expanded its production to exceptional 
artisanal spirits.  

While there are excellent representations 
of familiar grape varieties, such as 
Chardonnay and Cabernet Franc, the 
local hybrids are the stars. Varieties such 
as Seyval Blanc, Baco Noir, Traminette, 
Marquette and Chambourcin produce 

unique aroma and taste profiles 
that are popular in tasting rooms 
across the region.

Here’s a taste of two of these 
fine wineries.

Millbrook Winery, off the 
Millbrook exit of the Taconic, 
offers an area with several picnic 
tables in the midst of maturing 

grapevines and a small pond. Purchase a 
bottle of the signature Cabernet Franc or 
Tocai Friulano wines at the retail shop and 
you’ll be transported to an idyllic day deep 
in Napa Valley. The Cabernet Franc is 
reflective of the climate and geography of 
the area: ripe, redolent with red fruits and 
a lush finish. The Tokai has a fresh, almost 
tropical fragrance that is a perfect white 
wine for quaffing on a sun-filled autumn 
day on the hillsides of the winery.

At Benmarl Winery, grapes have been 
grown since the 1700s on this 37-acre 
estate overlooking the Hudson River. Relax 
in the European-style courtyard and view 
the sweeping vistas from the mountain-

top location. Popular wines include the 
Baco Noir and the Seyval Blanc. The 
Baco Noir is a medium bodied red wine 
and has a spicy feel with a pleasing finish. 
The Seyval Blanc, according to the winery 
description, is “bursting with aromas of 
ripe apricot, white flower and hints of 
wet stones and grass leading into crisp, 
lingering flavors of green apple and lemon 
before finishing with a bright, balanced 
acidity.”

We are blessed in Westchester to be 
logistically located to enjoy the bounty 
of the Hudson Valley. A late season trip  
to local wineries is an intoxicating 
adventure to appreciate the wonders of 
nature at her best. 

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted  wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

From Liberalism to Fascism
continued from page 9
I never looked back. 

What is obvious to many, is that 
our academic institutions’ policies 
are lowering the standards for future 
generations, who will lose their ability 
to think, solve problems critically and 
to engage in discourse. Today, academe 
runs in fear of true discourse, advocating 
a submissive role for students to follow 
blindly in their agendas to “better” the 
world, and to respond with vehemence to 
any differing opinion. 

Regretfully the works of Savio and the 
FSM have been silenced by academe’s 
fear of the opposition. As a suggestion 
to academe, they should consider the 

writings of Sun Tzu, from his book The 
Art of War. The following quote from his 
book offers much relevance and clarity to 
today’s fear of hearing the opposition: “If 
you know the enemy you know yourself. 
You will need not fear the result of a 100 
battles.” 

Sadly, we are now well trained to run 
from the enemy because we have met 
the enemy and it is us. Our enemies will 
know us better than we know ourselves.

Dr. Richard Cirulli is a retired professor, 
business consultant, writer, columnist,  
and innocent bystander at large. He 
welcomes your comments at Profcirulli@
optonline.net.

White Plains Veteran’s Day Ceremony to Honor Peter Stone
The City of White Plains will host 

its annual Veteran’s Day Ceremony on 
Saturday, Nov. 11 on the front steps of 
City Hall, 255 Main St., White Plains, at 
10:30 a.m. The public is invited to attend 
and pay tribute to our veterans.

The annual event, which is organized 
by the Mayor’s Veterans Committee, will 
feature recollections and insights by a 
keynote speaker. This year the Mayor’s 
Veterans Committee will honour US 
Navy, Vietnam Veteran Peter Stone. 

Peter moved to White Plains from 
Manhattan when he was 10 years old in 
1952.  He attended White Plains High 
School and after four years of college and 
four more in the U.S. Navy he returned and 
settled in White Plains permanently. He 
and his wife, Kitty, live in the Highlands 
neighborhood in a home they purchased 
45 years ago.  

He served in the Navy during the 
Vietnam War as Combat Information 
Officer aboard the helicopter carrier 
USS Valley Forge. During 1967 and ’68 
in Vietnam, he played a key role in 5 
amphibious assaults; and also was Medevac 
Officer, Assistant Intelligence Officer 
and Officer-of-the-Deck. His business 
career included 5 years with Procter & 
Gamble and 35 years doing management 
consulting and contract research in the 
field of freight transportation.

His community involvement has 
included an active role in the Christian 

Science Church; member of the City of 
White Plains’ Commission on Human 
Rights (12 years as Chairman); Program 
Director of the White Plains Coalition 
for Cultural & Racial Harmony; Business 
Manager and member of the MUSAIC 
Mixed Chorus; and Treasurer of the White 
Plains Religious Leaders Association.

Currently Peter is the Vice President of 
the White Plains Historical Society, Co-
Director of the White Plains High School 
Hall of Fame, member of the Daughters 
of Liberty’s Legacy and member of the 
Veterans Writing Workshop where some 
of his short stories have been published in 
each of eight anthologies.

Light refreshments and beverages will 
be served inside City Hall immediately 
following the ceremony compliments of 
ShopRite of White Plains and the Veteran’s 
Committee.

As an additional tribute to our Veterans 
past and present the City of White 
Plains has created an assemblage of 
American Flags along Main Street. Flags 
representing each branch of The Armed 
Forces will also be displayed at City Hall.

Peter Stone
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ADOPTION
Loving family from Europe, looking to 
adopt a baby into home filled with hap-
piness, security, unconditional love. We 
whole-heartedly welcome a child of any 
race/ethnicity. Please contact Chantal, 
Geoffrey and big brother Noah, through 
our NY adoption agency! 1-914-939-1180
adopt@foreverfamiliesthroughadoption.
org

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUCTIONS
TAX FORECLOSURE AUCTIONS, 
SULLIVAN COUNTY. Homes, Land & 
Seasonal Properties. Online Only Ending 
November 8 @ 10AM at NYSAuctions.
com. 800-243-0061 AAR, Inc. & HAR, 
Inc. Free info: www.NYSauctions.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HELP WANTED
INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX PRE-
PARER/MANAGER YORKTOWN 
HEIGHTS solo accounting firm seeks 
an efficient and organized individual to 
manage small income tax practice and 
prepare returns for the 2018 tax season.  
Candidate must possess sufficient knowl-
edge and experience to prepare all types 
of individual returns with little or no su-
pervision.  Excellent annual opportunity 
for someone looking to be involved with 
the tax season without an overwhelming 
commitment.  Make your own hours be-
ginning in February.  Reply to taxpracti-
ceny@gmail.com.
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HAPPY 
HILL FARM LLC.  Arts of Org filed with 
the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 9/1/17.  
Office loc:  Westchester.  SSNY designat-
ed as agent upon whom process may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to:  111 
Eighth Avenue, New York, NY 10010.  
Purpose:  any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NAJO 
Consulting, LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 09/21/2017. Office Loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. The 
Post Office address to which the SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any process against 
NAJO Consulting, LLC served upon 
him/her is: 2 Glen Wood Road, Mill-
wood, NY 10546. The principal business 
address of NAJO Consulting, LLC is 2 
Glen Wood Road, Millwood, NY 10546.  
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SLP 
TALENT HUNTRESS, LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 6/12/17. Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: 10 Stew-
ard Place, Suite 9FE, White Plains, NY 
10603. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HA-
LITE PARTNERS, LLC.  Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
12/30/16.  Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail process to 
the principal business address: 156 Great 
Oak Lane, Pleasantville, NY 10570. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SAN-
DRA WONG GEROUX LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/27/2017.  Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 647 Forest Av-
enue, Larchmont, NY 10538. Purpose: 
any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MARIE-
NIA, LLC. Filed with SSNY on 8/26/17. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to Opal Bailey at 
P.O. Box 665, Amawalk, NY 10501. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NDC 
PORT CHESTER, LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with New York Secretary 
of State (‘NS”) on October 5, 2017. Office 
is located at 30 Westchester Avenue, Port 
Chester, New York 10573, Westchester 
County. NS is designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served. NS shall 
mail service of process to Diana Colo-
rado at 320 Central Avenue, Englewood, 
New Jersey 07631.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KILLI-
METT DATA CONSULTING, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New York (SSNY) on Sept 
6th 2017.  Location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent for service of 
process on LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: To pro-
vide data management consulting. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION 100 WATTS 
CONSULTING, LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 10/20/2017. Loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 120 Brite Ave., 
Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any law-
ful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION MPC 
HOLDINGS, LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 10/12/2017. Loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process to: 

80 Random Farms Dr., Chappaqua, NY 
10514. Purpose: Any lawful acts.

MILCA ENTERPRISE, LLC. Art. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 10/11/17. Office: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 7014 13th Av-
enue Suite 202, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11228. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LBJ  
SOLUTIONS, LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on October 30, 2017. 
Office in Westchester County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: Louis 
Bastone 88 Lyons Road Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: HON-
ORABLE REALTY, LLC. ART OF ORG. 
filed with SSNY on 10/25/17. Office in 
Westchester County, SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: 148 North Terrace Avenue, Mount 
Vernon, NY 10550. Purpose: Real Estate 
purposes.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
BY ORDER OF THE BANKRUPTCY 
COURT 3BR Home w/Apartment Auc-
tion: 11/15 @11AM 10+/- Acres, 2-Car 
Garage, Beautiful Views & Pond, Fayston, 
VT THCAuction.com ? 800-634-7653

Wooded upstate NY land with LAKES, 
PONDS & STREAMS being liquidated 
NOW! 20 tracts! 2 to 41 acres! 50-60% 
below market! No closing costs! Owner 
terms! 888-905-8847 NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

Vermont Lake Home Foreclosure Auc-
tion November 30 @ 11AM. 3BR, 1± 
Acre, Dock, 420±’ Lake Frontage. Eden, 
Vermont THCAuction.com ? 800-634-
7653

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. 
and foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, 
complete estates. Highest prices paid.  
Call 914-260-8783 for appointment.

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@theexaminernews.com



November 7 - November 13, 2017 13www.TheExaminerNews.com

The Examiner is happy to help spread 
the word about your community event. 
Please submit your information at least 
three weeks prior to your event to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. For a full listing 
of the upcoming week's events, visit www.
theexaminernews.com and click on 
Happenings.

Tuesday, Nov. 7
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. Join us as we have 

a conversation about the Civil Rights 
Movement. What mattered most, then and 
now. No reservations are needed. Tuesdays 
@ Dorry’s  is coordinated by Dorry’s 
friends at Memorial United Methodist 
Church and Congregation Kol Ami, and 
brings participants from a cross-section of 
our communities. Weekly Table Talk 6 to 
7 p.m. Food ordering starts at 5:15 p.m. 
Dorry’s Diner, 468 Mamaroneck Ave., 
White Plains; 914-682-0005.

Wednesday, Nov. 8
Farmer’s Market. The White Plains 

Downtown Farmer’s Market is open 
for the season, Wednesdays, back on 
Court Street between Main and Martine, 
its customary home; 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
through Nov. 22. 

Free Noon Concert. Downtown Music 
at Grace presents the musicians of the 
Westchester Philharmonic  -  Deborah 
Wong, violin and  Barbara Allen, harp - 
play the Saint-Saëns Fantaisie for violin 
and harp, and more. 12:10 p.m. Free, 
30-minute concert. The concert will be 
held in Grace Church at Main St. and 
Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains and is 
made possible with the generous support 
of the Brian Wallach Agency, White Plains, 
New York. Personal and Commercial 
Insurance since 1949.

Lunchtime Meditation At The 
Library. A weekly Meditation program at 
the library. No registration or equipment 
necessary. Starts promptly at 12:15 
p.m. Brief beginning instruction will 
be followed by silent meditation. An 
experienced guest teacher will attend the 
first Wednesday of each month. White 
Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave., White 
Plains. For information call 914-422-1496 

Thursday, Nov. 9
Workshop for Parents of Middle and 

High School Students. Free workshop 
by Cognitive and Behavioral Consultants 
of Westchester and Manhattan (CBC) for 
parents of middle and high school students 
explaining strategies to foster important 
life skills. Attendees will leave the 
workshop with concrete tools to support 
their teen’s budding independence.  The 
workshop will include a structured 
teaching component, as well as time for 
an open discussion surrounding specific 

challenges parents are experiencing at 
home; 5:30 -7 p.m. at the Schwartzberg 
Training Center at CBC at  1 North 
Broadway  in White Plains. Dr. Rachel 
Haddad will conduct the workshop. The 
workshop is free and refreshments will 
be served. RSVP by sending an email 
to register@cbc-psychology.com.

Conservatory Faculty Play at the Ritz-
Carlton.   This fall, Music Conservatory 
faculty are slated to perform in a Live 
Music Series at the Ritz-Carlton New 
York, Westchester in White Plains. Faculty 
members will perform jazz music in the 
Lobby Lounge on  Thursday, Nov. 9, 30 
and December 8, 22 from 5-8 p.m. 

Friday, Nov. 10
Pet Adoption Weekend. PetSmart is 

having its National Adoption Weekend 
event, with an Adopt Love theme, along 
with Posh Pets Rescue, which is an all-
volunteer run, non-profit animal welfare 
organization. The Adoption Weekend is 
Nov. 10 to 12 from 12 to 4 p.m. at PetSmart 
Greenburgh, Crossroads Shopping 
Center,  369 Tarrytown Road. Posh Pets 
Rescue works to save animals in desperate 
need, with many of Posh Pet Rescue’s cats 
being rescued from being euthanized at 
high-kill shelters in New York City along 
with other life-threatening circumstances 
by the organization’s volunteers.  On 
the  Saturday  of the adoption, Posh Pets 
Rescue will have their rescue van instead 
of an average in store adoption. 

Evening Howl for Adults. Enjoy 
visiting the wolves during their favorite 
hour – dusk. Learn about the mythology, 
biology and ecology of wolves in North 
America while enjoying a lovely spread of 
wine and cheese. Take a short sunset hike 
to howl with ambassador wolves Atka, 
Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and behold 
the critically endangered red wolves and 
Mexican wolves.  For adults 21 years old 
and up. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 6 p.m. $20. Also Nov. 18 at 5 p.m. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

WCC Film Series: “The Nightengale.” 
Zhu desires to return to his small home 
town in the country, and takes his 
granddaughter along. Spoiled, petulant 
and selfish, she resents leaving behind 
the creature comforts of her luxurious 
Beijing apartment. However, as the pair 
becomes lost overnight in a forest, they 
bond. This movie offers a subtle criticism 
of consumerism in contemporary China 
and the unintended consequences of its 
former one-child policy. The fourth of six 
Friday evening screenings. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 
Davis Auditorium, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. Doors open at 7:10 p.m. 

Refreshments at 7:20 p.m. Screening at 
7:45 p.m. $11. Seniors: $10. Info and 
tickets: 914-723-3186.

Saturday, Nov. 11
German Christmas Market. 

Christkindlmarkt sponsored by the 
Bavarian Club Edelweiss, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at Holy Name of Jesus Auditorium, 
2 Broadway, Valhalla. Traditional German 
food, live entertainment, St. Nikolaus, 
many vendors and homemade desserts. 
Cash raffle prizes. Free admission 
and Free parking. Visit the German 
Christmas Market on Facebook and at 
bavarianclubedelweiss.org.

Irving Berlin: An American 
Institution. During Berlin’s career, he 
published an estimated 1,500 songs. 
Noted New York historian Marty Schneit 
will discuss how the immigrant from 
Russia became the classic ragtime to 
riches story. Presented by the Westchester 
Community for Humanistic Judaism. 
Followed by a Havdalah service. Light 
refreshments served. Community 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 468 
Rosedale Ave., White Plains. 2:30 p.m. 
$10. Info: Contact Dmitry at 914-713-
8828 after 6 p.m. or e-mail info@wchj.org.

Artists Reception for “In Residence: 
Nancy Cohen and Steven Millar.” The 
Bullseye Resource Center New York 
Gallery’s 2017 edition of its residency 
features Cohen and Millar. A former 
resident artist at the Pilchuck Glass 
School and the Corning Museum of 
Glass, Cohen has explored new forms of 
kiln forming for inclusion in her mixed 
media installations and sculptures. Millar 
explored kiln glass for the first time, 
creating works that are visually distinct 
from his sculptural work in other media, 
but retain his exploration of time, history, 
transience and remembrance. Bullseye 
Resource Center New York Gallery, 115 
Hoyt Ave., Mamaroneck. 3 to 5 p.m. Free 
admission. Exhibit continues through Jan. 
6, 2018. Info: 914-835-3794 or visit www.
bullseyeglass.com.

Moscow State Symphony Orchestra. 
Renowned around the globe, the 
orchestra was founded in 1943 and is 
one of the oldest symphony orchestras 
in Russia. It is known for its enviable 
reputation for high standards of artistic 
excellence, imaginative programming 
and community engagement and 
having a broad and loyal constituency at 
home and abroad. Featuring Armenian 
cello phenom Narek Hakhnazaryan. 
Conducted by Alexander Sidnev. Purchase 
College Concert Hall, 735 Anderson Hill 
Rd., Purchase. 8 p.m. $32.50, $52.50, $80 
and $100. Info and tickets: 914-251-6200 
or visit www.artscenter.org.

Sunday, Nov. 12
Music Conservatory Fundraiser. 

Internationally renowned violinist Ani 
Kavafian will be the featured artist in An 
Autumn Afternoon of Music, a benefit 
concert at the Music Conservatory of 
Westchester. String players from the Yale 
School of Music will join Ms. Kavafian 
in a performance of works by Mozart, 
Beethoven, and Kreisler, as well as two 
works by composer and Conservatory 
board member Mary Lynn Marx Bianco, 
a native of Westchester and an alumna 
of the Conservatory. The afternoon will 
begin with a concert at 3 p.m. in the 
Conservatory’s Helen Demetrios and 
Michael Stadther Recital Hall, followed by 
a reception with the artists. Ticket prices 
are $150 for a Premium ticket, and $100 
for an Individual ticket. Proceeds from the 
benefit will support the Conservatory’s 
Scholarship, Music Therapy, and Healing 
Our Heroes programs. For more 
information on this event, visit, http://
www.musicconservatory.org/autumn-
afternoon-of-music.

Jam Session. Sunday  nights at The 
Haven at Lagond,  each week spotlights 
a different genre  and well-known guest 
musicians. This Sunday features Rock/
Jamband. Anyone with a desire to play 
– 18+ over -  can join the jam on stage 
and sit in with peers as well as have 
an opportunity to meet and play with 
professional musicians.  Adult players of 
all levels are welcome as well as spectators. 
Doors open at  7 p.m.    Musicians are 
brought up on a first come first serve 
basis. The Haven at Lagond Music School 
is located at 9 Haven Street, Elmsford. 
Visit www.lagondmusic.org to find out 
about special guest artists.

Monday, Nov. 13
Kristallnacht Commemoration. 

Lecture by Suzanne Brown-Fleming; 
7:30 p.m. Spellman Hall, Thomas J. 
Burke Lunge, Iona College, 715 N. Ave., 
New Rochelle. Kristallnacht  is often 
referred to as the “Night of Broken Glass.” 
Kristallnacht owes its name to the shards 
of shattered glass that lined German streets 
in the wake of the pogrom—broken glass 
from the windows of synagogues, homes, 
and Jewish-owned businesses plundered 
and destroyed during the violence. A 
wave of violent anti-Jewish pogroms took 
place on Nov. 9 and 10, 1938 throughout 
Germany, annexed Austria, and in areas 
of the Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia 
recently occupied by German troops.
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By Albert Coqueran
White Plains High School Athletics 

Hall of Fame President Chuck Stogel and 
the Athletics Hall of Fame Committee 
welcomed the Class of 2017 at the Third 
Annual White Plains High School 
Athletics Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony, on Friday, Nov. 3.

City of White Plains Mayor Tom Roach 
attended the ceremony and proclaimed 
the day as White Plains High School 
Athletics Hall of Fame Induction Day in 
the City of White Plains.

Besides those pictured, also inducted 
into the White Plains Athletics Hall of 
Fame Class of 2017: Bill Cain (’66) for 
Basketball; Michelle Donnelly (’80) 
for Cross Country and Track & Field; 
Dick Gardella (’53) a four-sport athlete 
including, Football, Basketball, Baseball 
and Track; Bob Horton (’60) Football; and 

Lou Mark (’34) Football.
“Student/athletes are so important to the 

life of our community and our schools. To 
have them come back and be honored is 
a way of appreciating the legacy that they 
have left behind for their successors, our 
younger student/athletes,” said Rosemarie 
Eller, President of the White Plains Board 
of Education.

Also in attendance at the Tigers Hall 
of Fame Induction Ceremony were Dr. 
Joseph Ricca, the Superintendent of White 
Plains Public Schools, Ellen Doherty, 
Principal of WPHS, Matt Cameron, 
WPHS Athletic Director and Athletics 
Hall of Fame Committee Members, 
Vice President Skip Stevens, Secretary 
Nick Panaro, Treasurer Sue Adams 
and Fred Singleton, Dan Woodard, 
John Donahoe, Patty Gilmartin and  
Don Gano.

EX AMINER SPORTS
White Plains High School Athletics Hall of Fame Class of 2017

Crusaders Down Flyers to Advance to the CHSFL AAA Semifinals

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS

The WPHS 2017 Athletics Hall of  Fame inducted two members of  the renowned Becerra Family of  White 
Plains, including the late Frank Becerra, Sr. (’45) and his daughter-in-law Kristin Donahoe Becerra (‘95). 
[L-r] Billy Becerra, Frank Becerra, Jr., inductee Kristin Donahoe Becerra and her husband Tony Becerra, 
Denis Gallagher and his wife Maria Becerra Gallagher and the Matriarch of  the Becerra Family, Isabel 
Becerra with Joe Becerra. They all gathered to celebrate at the WPHS Athletics Hall of  Fame Induction 
Ceremony, at WPHS, on Friday, Nov. 3. continued on next page

By Albert Coqueran
The third-seeded Stepinac 

Varsity Football Team 
advanced to the CHSFL 
AAA Semifinals by beating 
the sixth-seeded Chaminade 
High School, 48-38, on 
Senior Day, Sunday, Nov. 5, 
at Stepinac High School.

Despite ailing with a 
slight cold, Crusaders 
junior wide receiver/
running back Shawn Harris 
scored four touchdowns 
in the game. Harris ran 
for two touchdowns from 
scrimmage and caught a 
TD pass from quarterback 
Michael Nicosia. 

Harris also exploded for a 99-yard 
kickoff return in the second quarter for 
a touchdown. “I have been dealing with 

a cold lately and it has been a couple of 
games since I got into the end zone. 
I felt like today was the day to do it,” 

commented Harris.
Stepinac led by as much as 41-18 in the 

third quarter but the Flyers closed the gap 

to, 48-38, with 5:26 left 
in the fourth quarter. 
The Crusaders defense 
almost squandered the 
lead through penalties 
and bad decisions.

Nonetheless, with 
51 seconds left in the 
game and the Flyers 
facing fourth down 
and 10 yards for a first 
down, sophomore Kevin 
McKenna gave the 
33 Crusaders seniors 
a “Senior Day” gift. 
McKenna sacked Flyers 
QB Thomas Rogan on 
the 31 yard line. Enter 
the Stepinac offense 

lead by Nicosia, who took two knees 
and the Crusaders advanced to the AAA 
Semifinals.

Senior Alexander Thomas had two 
touchdown receptions, including an 87-
yard catch-and-sprint. Thomas caught 
five passes for 175 yards in his final home 
game at Stepinac. “Mike (Nicosia) puts 
the ball where I need it and I just finish 
the play,” said Thomas.

Stepinac will meet rival Cardinal Hayes 
High School, the number two-seed in 
the CHSFL AAA Semifinals, somewhere 
in the Bronx, the site, date and time 
TBD. Stepinac lost to the Cardinals, 
47-21, during the regular season on 
Homecoming Day.

“Hayes played a good game against us 
last time. This week is a different week 
and we will take a different approach 
and on Saturday we will be ready,” said 
Nicosia, who completed 9-of-17 passes 
for 272 yards with three touchdowns. He 
also ran for a TD, in his final home game 
at Stepinac. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS

Stepinac Football celebrated “Senior Day” on Sunday, Nov. 5. The 33 seniors on the Crusaders team played their final home game at Stepinac, 
while beating Chaminade, 48-38, to advance to the CHSFL AAA Semifinals.

On Sunday, at Stepinac High School, the Stepinac Football Team celebrates after defeating Chaminade High School, 48-38, in the AAA Quarterfinals, to 
advance to the CHSFL AAA Semifinals. 
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EX AMINER SPORTS
White Plains High School Athletics Hall of Fame Class of 2017

WPHS Athletics Hall of  Fame Secretary Nick 
Panaro (right) presents Kristin Donahoe Becerra 
(’95) with her Hall of  Fame Plaque. Becerra 
Donahoe is from a lineage of  heralded Donahoe 
Family athletes, who graduated from WPHS. 
She was a four-year starter for the Tigers Girls 
basketball team and the second female in school 
history to surpass 1000 points. She was named 
Tigers Outstanding Female Athlete in 1995. “I 
am very proud of  her. I believe she is the only 
female athlete at WPHS that achieved five Varsity 
Letters in five different sports,” congratulated 
her father, John Donahoe, a Committee Member 
of  the WPHS Athletics Hall of  Fame. 

Ricky Edwards class of  1979 for Football, 
Basketball and Track & Field. Section 1 Champion 
in the high jump his senior year, All-County in 
Football. Played college football at Northwestern 
University, where he was All Big Ten. He led the 
conference in receptions and was second in the 
nation with 83 receptions in 1983. “For me it 
is not about the award, it is about giving me 
the opportunity to thank the people that have 
played a major role in my life,” said Edwards, 
who started playing football with the White Plains 
Bernies under then Coach John Donahoe. 

Frank Becerra, Jr. (left) accepted for his late 
father Frank Becerra, Sr. (’45), who was 
inducted posthumously into the Tigers Athletics 
Hall of  Fame. Frank, Sr. was a heralded illustrator 
for NBC, NY Football Giants, Field and Stream, 
Museum of  Trotters and the Metropolitan Golf  
Association, among other publications. He 
also sketched the Con Edison Scholar Athlete 
weekly winner. Frank Becerra, Sr. retried from 
the Gannett Newspapers in 1992 after 38 
years as an illustrator. “I was lucky to become 
very successful in the newspaper business 
and fortunate to work with my father for many 
years. I am honored to accept for him,” stated 
Frank, Becerra, Jr. who followed in his Dad’s 
footsteps into the newspaper business, as a 
Photojournalist for the Journal News. 

 Dave Jackson (’66) was inducted last year 
as a member of  the famed Tigers 1966 Relay 
Team. He returned this year to be inducted 
as an individual athlete. Jackson, besides 
his Relay Team fame, was an outstanding 
halfback in football, played three seasons of  
varsity basketball, while attaining a Section 1 
Championship in 1965-66. He was also a New 
York State Champion in the 100-yard dash in 
Track. Jackson went on to become a three-year 
Letterman at the University of  Illinois. 

White Plains High School Athletics Hall of  
Fame Class of  2017, inductee Frank Lyman 
(left) graduated in 1969. Lyman sits with his 
brother, City of  White Plains Fire Department 
Chief  Richard L. Lyman, during the Induction 
Ceremony. Frank Lyman was All-County for five 
consecutive seasons in three different sports 
including Wrestling, Track & Field and Football. 

(Above) Jermaine Johnson (‘91) moved to White 
Plains from Jamaica when he was seven years 
old. Johnson joins the Tigers Athletics Hall of  
Fame as a Long Jump and Triple Jump specialist 
in Track & Field. He was seven-time Section 
1 Champion and three-time Loucks Games 
Champion in Track & Field. Johnson still holds 
NYS freshman record in the Long Jump; holds 
freshman and sophomore NYS records in the 
Triple Jump. He also still holds the Indoor records 
in Westchester and Section 1 in the Long Jump 
and was the NYS Champion in 1991. 

Sam Bowers (left) graduated in 1975. He is 
presented his White Plains Athletics Hall of  Fame 
plaque by Committee Member Fred Singleton. 
Bowers was an All-County and All-State Football 
player for the Tigers. He was also All-County, 
as a senior on the basketball team. Bowers 
went on to play college football at Westchester 
Community College, Tennessee State and 
Fordham University. He played professionally for 
the Chicago Bears and in the USFL with the New 
Jersey Generals with quarterback Doug Flutie. 
Bowers is the Generals all-time leading receiver 
with 1,739 yards.

John Messemer (’80), was a Tigers Tri-Captain in 
Football, Wrestling and Track & Field. Messemer 
was an All-State linebacker in football and All-
County in Wrestling. He was also an All-County 
Discus Thrower his senior year when the Tigers 
won the Section 1 Team Championship. “It is not 
the award, it is the family and friends and the 
experiences we had as student/athletes. I am 
humbled by this distinction,” said Messemer. 

(Left) James “Jim” Gray (’59) inducted for 
Football and Track & Field. Despite his many 
accomplishments as an outstanding Tigers 
student/athlete, Gray (left) kept repeating 
while accepting his Hall of  Fame Plaque from 
Committee Member Fred Singleton. “I do not 
know what I am doing up here.” Gray was 
standout halfback and defensive back for Tigers 
football and won several conference titles in 
Track. He played college football and ran track 
for the University of  Toledo and is a member 
of  the college’s Athletics Hall of  Fame. He was 
drafted by the NY Jets of  the AFL and played for 
the NFL Philadelphia Eagles. 
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MILLION
**

2.4$

THE
HIGHEST
JACKPOT
EVER!

*

NOW
OVER

*Highest jackpot ever at Empire City Casino **Current progressive jackpot as of 11/6/17. 

YOU COULD BE OUR BIGGEST WINNER YET

Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.


