
The Westchester County Department 
of Health provided preventive treatment 
to nearly 3,000 people for Hepatitis A 
since Thursday in connection with five 
cases of the illness traced to the bartaco 
restaurant in Port Chester. Over 1,200 
people were vaccinated on Saturday, 
and another 60 people were registered 
to be vaccinated Monday.

At a briefing Monday, it was 
announced that vaccinations will be 
available for free at the Department 
of Health Clinic in White Plains, 134 
Court Street, on weekdays through 
Nov. 6. Vaccinations are available by 
appointment.

The Health Department also 
vaccinated about 900 people on 
Thursday and 800 on Friday. The 
preventive treatment is for people who 

may have been exposed to the disease 
when they ate or drank at bartaco, a 
restaurant in Port Chester from Oct. 
12 through Oct. 23. Monday was the 
last day to vaccinate people who ate or 
drank at Bartaco on Oct. 16, because 
preventive treatment is only effective if 
given within 14 days of exposure. 

The County Executive also addressed 
the two confirmed cases of Legionnaires’ 
disease at the Sky View Rehabilitation 
Center in Croton-on-Hudson, and said 
the county is working with the New 
York State Department of Health, which 
is in charge of the investigation, in 
monitoring the situation. The nursing 
home has hired a consultant that is 
experienced in the remediation and 
control of legionella, bacteria that is 
common in water and does not cause 

illness for most people.
The Health Department will offer 

Hepatitis A vaccinations at its White 
Plains clinic, Tuesday, Oct. 31 from 9 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (for those who dined 
Oct. 17 - 23); Wednesday, Nov. 1 from 
9 to 11 a.m. (for those who dined Oct. 
18 - 23); Thursday, Nov. 2 from 9 to 11 
a.m. (for those who dined Oct.19 - 23); 
Friday, Nov. 3 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
(for those who dined Oct. 20 - 23); and 
Monday, Nov. 6 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
(for those who dined on Oct. 23).

To speed the process, register in 
advance and have your registration 
number handy when it is your turn. 
To register, go to www.health.ny.gov/
go2clinic/60. 

If you do not have Internet access, call 
211 or 1-800-899-1479 to register, from 

By Pat Casey
The White Plains Common Council 

called a special meeting Oct. 23 to discuss 
the status of the French American School 
of New York (FASNY) Special Permit to 
operate a private school and amended 
Site Plan at the location of the former 
Ridgeway Country Club in the Gedney 
Farms neighborhood.

Planning Commissioner Christopher 
Gomez outlined the process thus far, with 
the Council now supplied with a Draft 
Environmental Resolution and approval 
based on the Sept. 29 approval of a 
Stormwater Prevention Plan (SWIPP) by 
the Commissioner of Public Works and 
Oct. 18 approval by the Planning Board.

The amended plan features a reduced 
student population of 640 in grades 6-12 
located solely on 27.7-acre Parcel A. 
Access to the site is from Ridgeway via 
Hathaway Lane.

Concerned that the approval document 

does not include any information about 
building plans for parcels B, C and D, 
which had been part of the original 
application, Councilwoman Nadine 
Hunt-Robinson proposed a 50-year 
moratorium on building on those 
parcels.

Councilman Dennis Krolian inquired 
about the recourse the city might have if 
the school was not in compliance with 
the limit of 415 total vehicle trips in and 
out of the property during peak travel 
hours. Krolian specifically asked if police 
would be onsite to monitor the situation.

According to the traffic commissioner, 
the vehicle trips would be counted 
electronically and possibly videotaped. 
The school would be in violation if more 
than 415 cars entered and exited more 
than three times in any given month. 
Times of peak operation are 7 to 9 a.m. 
and 2 to 6 p.m. on school days.
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50-Year Building Moratorium 
Proposed for Part of FASNY Site

County Health Dept. Vaccinates Nearly 3,000 for Hepatitis A
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Nassau County 
District Attorney 
Arianne Reyer 
visited the 
White Plains 
C o m m u n i t y 
Youth Court 
last week. Ms. 
Reyer is also the 
Director of  the 
Nassau County 
Youth Court 
and Adolescent 
D i v e r s i o n 
Program. The White Plains Community Youth Court and the DA shared their thoughts on cases 
forthcoming due to the Raise the Age legislation that was recently passed and will go into effect 
in January 2018. DA Reyer got a chance to observe the White Plains Community Youth Court put 
on a Mock Trial. She was very impressed with the members’ skills, knowledge and abilities of  
court proceedings. The DA even took away a few ideas dealing with restorative justice that she 
will share with her Youth Court in Nassau County. As part of  the hearing proceedings, the Judge 
asked the Jurors to do three things (1) How can the respondent make up for the harm they have 
caused? (2) What skills does the respondent need to develop? (3) How can Youth Court help the 
respondent reconnect to the community? 

Westchester County Executive Rob Astorino 
announced extended preventative treatment for 
hepatitis A through Nov. 6.

Covering White Plains, Greenburgh and Harrison
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Emergency vehicle response times 
were noted as being the same as when 
the golf club had been at the location.

Because the site had been determined 
as an environmentally sensitive site in 
March 2017, caution was advised that it 
can take decades to realize the negative 
impacts a development might have, 
giving further weight to the 50-year 
moratorium suggestion.

It was considered that a new 
Comprehensive Plan should be in place 

to advise on any future development of 
the property within a 50-year stretch.

Councilwoman Milagros Lecuona 
requested that traffic consulting company 
TRC be engaged once again to study the 
proposed traffic plan.

The attorney representing FASNY 
at the meeting said the school would 
be happy to commit to a 50-year 
moratorium.

The final vote on the revised FASNY 
plan is expected to take place before the 
end of the year.

continued from page 1 Referred to as a transit-oriented 
development, Continuum, a 16-story 
luxury building has opened at 55 Bank St., 
White Plains. A special feature includes 
views of the Manhattan skyline. 

The tower includes 288 residences and 
3,000 square feet of ground floor retail space 
and underground parking with 381 spaces. 
Studio apartments, which range from 523 
to 587 square feet, are priced from $2,120 
to $2,380 per month. The one-bedroom 
residences range in size from 710 to 732 
square feet with monthly rents ranging 
from $2,680 to $3,020. The two-bedroom 
residences range in size from 1,184 to 1,256 
square feet and are priced from $3,845 to 
$4,220 per month. 

A two-story lobby includes a 24-hour 
concierge. The Sky Lounge includes a Club 
Room and entertainment options such as a 
fireplace, kitchen, private dining area and 
multiple smart TVs. An adjacent roof-top 
deck has an open air terrace, fire pit and 
views of Manhattan. Residents can also 
enjoy a beautifully designed sundeck terrace 
with swimming pool, plantings, outdoor 
furnishings and BBQ grills. There is also a 
state-of-the-art fitness club, business center, 
children’s playroom and game room/ 
simulator.

The project includes 57 units of affordable 
housing, 20 percent of the total units. 

The Continuum is a key component in the 
Bank Street Redevelopment Area created 
by the City of White Plains. Previously a 
municipal parking lot, LCOR purchased 
the property from the City.  The second 
phase of the $250 million project consists of 
another 16-story tower with 273 residences 
and ground-floor retail. SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

914-864-0878

The Continuum residences are located at 55 Bank 
St., White Plains.

Dennis Rudin interviews State Senator 
George Latimer Democratic candidate 
for Westchester County Executive on  

cable television's "Profiles and Issues".

For in-depth interviews with local civic leaders, elected  
officials, and entertainers in westchester county join us on  

Dennis Rudin’s “Profiles and Issues”. Watch all of our  
programs free on demand at any time on our website.  

Go to The DennisRudinShow.com or ProfilesandIssues.com. 
Our shows are also broadcast on optimum Cablevision  

Channel 75 and Verizon fios channel 34 at 10am, 4pm, and 9pm 
on Thursdays in Greenburgh, Ardsley, Elmsford, Dobbsferry, 

Irvington, Tarrytown, Hartsdale, Hastings on the Hudson,  
and Scarsdale. Check your cable calendar for broadcasts in 

White Plains, Rye, Larchmont, Mamaroneck,  
and New Rochelle  

50-Year Building Moratorium Proposed 
for Part of FASNY Site

8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Bartaco customers 
also can call the company at 1-844-617-
8242 to be directed to additional clinics 
in Connecticut. 

Anyone with a prior history of 
Hepatitis A vaccination or Hepatitis A 
infection does not need to be treated 
and should not register.

The Health Department learned 
on Oct. 25 that an employee with 
Hepatitis A, a viral illness that affects 
the liver, worked at the restaurant while 
infectious. To date, four patrons also 
have been diagnosed with Hepatitis A. 
The Health Department immediately 
began investigating the source of the 
infection upon learning of the cases.

County Health Dept. Vaccinates Nearly 
3,000 for Hepatitis A
continued from page 1

Continuum Residences Open 
on Bank Street 
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Astorino has not raised the tax levy in Westchester CountyAstorino said “I have never once raised the county tax levy -- not for seven straight years.”  We rate Astorino’s claim as True.

Astorino said “I have never once raised the county tax levy -- not for seven straight years.”  We rate Astorino’s claim as True.

H No county property tax increase in over 7 years

H 44,000 private sector jobs created in the county

H Highest credit rating of any county in New York State

Westchester county executive  

Rob Astorino 

But that’s only half the story.

Astorino is a bipartisan problem-solver who has 
invested our tax dollars in key priorities, like:

Eliminating VEtErans HomElEssnEss
Astorino has helped 370 previously homeless vets 
find permanent housing since 2013.

making CollEgE morE affordablE
Astorino has held tuition flat at Westchester 
Community College for five years and counting.

ProtECting tHE EnVironmEnt
Astorino has preserved more open space, increased 
recycling and expanded use of solar panels.

strEngtHEning familiEs
Astorino has worked with  
at-risk fathers, and got  
them back on their feet  
and into their kids’ lives.

Election Day is Tuesday,  
November 7th  VoTE

Paid for By friends 
of roB astorino

Astorino Ad 9.75x11.82.indd   1 10/27/17   3:43 PM
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• 25 years of Supreme Court 
  experience

• Endorsed by Law Enforcement, 
  Firefighters and Labor unions

* Elected as judge 3 times on 
  both the Democratic and 
  Republican tickets

• The ONLY Supreme Court 
  candidate to receive the 
  highest rating from 5 
  different screening 
  committees 

New York State Supreme Court Justices make decisions that impact people’s lives. 
You need a judge that understands what’s important to you and your family.

JUDGE CHRISTI ACKER UNDERSTANDS WHAT’S AT THE HEART OF A LOCAL COMMUNITY.

ON NOVEMBER 7TH, VOTE FOR CHRISTI J. ACKER FOR NY STATE SUPREME COURT JUSTICE. EXPERIENCE MATTERS!

For 50 years, Judge Acker has lived and worked in the Hudson Valley:
   • 25 years of Supreme Court experience including 17 years working as Principal Court Attorney to Hon. James T. Rooney
   • 10 years judicial experience as Town Justice in the Town of Pine Plains
   • President of the Putnam County Bar Association

Paid for by Citizens for Judge Acker 2017

judgeacker2017.com
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Astorino Looks for Four More Years in County Exec’s Office
By Martin Wilbur

Rob Astorino’s tenure as Westchester 
County executive may be best known for 
his pledge to halt the rise of county property 
taxes and his often contentious battles with 
critics and the courts during the affordable 
housing settlement.

When Astorino looks back at his nearly 
eight years in office, it has been the efforts, 
large and small, to improve life for county 
residents that stands out. Leading the 
county through the disaster of Superstorm 
Sandy, which saw Westchester’s Emergency 
Operations Center run for 300 consecutive 
hours, and consoling local communities 
after the 2015 train crash in Valhalla were 
two accomplishments he pointed to under 
the most difficult circumstances.

But it’s also been about much lower profile 
programs, such as his Fatherhood Initiative 
a program, aimed to help dads through 
career counseling, job placement and 
creating more opportunities to spend time 
together with their children and families 
that makes the longtime Hawthorne 
resident enjoy his job.

“I still have the passion every day when 
I come to work because the challenges are 
many and things are different every day,” 
said Astorino. 

“There are so many things that are 
happening in the county right now, I prefer 
to stay,” he added.

Astorino, 50, campaigned, was elected 

and re-elected on his promise to put the 
brakes on taxes. He takes every opportunity 
to chide his opponent, Democratic state 
Sen. George Latimer, for having sat on a 
Board of Legislators for 13 years from the 
1990s into the early 2000s that experienced 
a 46 percent tax increase. He vowed another 
0 percent increase for 2018.

He said his administration has had to 
make difficult decisions, but by trimming 
staff mostly through attrition in the 
Department of Social Services and other 
departments there has been money for 
programs while delivering on his pledge.

Accomplishing goals with a Democratic 
majority Board of Legislators has been an 
example of Astorino’s ability to encourage 
bipartisanship. One example was the 
unanimous approval of a 99-year lease for 
the North 60 biomedical project that will 
add some 2.25 million square feet of bio-
med and research facilities, along with 
medical offices, 100 hotel rooms and retail 
in Valhalla. It will generate an estimated $9 
million in tax revenue.

Astorino, when questioned about 
Westchester’s appearance on the state 
comptroller’s fiscally stressed list last 
month, pointed to the county’s $1.5 million 
budget surplus last year and 44,000 new 
jobs created during his administration.

He said Albany’s failure to address 
mandate relief is the biggest fiscal hurdle 
facing all counties, not just Westchester.

“It’s not something any of us 
are concerned about,” Astorino 
said. “We’ll just keep finding 
savings, and creating new 
revenue that does not come 
from the taxpayers.”

One potential fresh 
revenue source is privatizing 
Westchester County Airport. 
A controversial move that 
is receiving pushback from 
multiple quarters, Astorino said it 
would make much-needed improvements 
to the facility. He insisted that the current 
passenger caps and size of the airport would 
remain unchanged.

The county executive, who doesn’t want 
an expanded airport, said it would be 
financially advantageous for any operator 
to adhere to the strictest environmental 
standards.

“The airport’s been run by a private 
company since the end of World War II for 
the county, so this is not some radical idea,” 
he said. “What’s radical is that we’re going to 
actually be able to make money for a change 
that we could use for day care or any other 
thing in the county instead of having the 
money sit there.”

Astorino stood by his decision to push 
back against the federal government in 
the affordable housing settlement, which 
he contended was bent on trying to 
intrude on the county’s zoning. He said 

he was vindicated when the 
Analysis of Impediments was 
approved earlier this year after 
working with a consulting firm. 
Meanwhile, nearly 900 units 
of new affordable units were 
approved.

Astorino also defended 
his veto of the Immigrant 
Protection Act, calling it a 
political move that would have 

made Westchester a sanctuary 
county, risking federal dollars, and making 
it less safe. Instead, the executive order he 
signed doesn’t permit someone to stopped 
based on immigration status. Anyone who 
seeks police help or to report a crime will 
also not be in jeopardy, he said.

Despite his unsuccessful gubernatorial 
run in 2014 and Latimer’s insistence that 
he’s eyeing a rematch with Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo next year, Astorino said he doesn’t 
see that happening. He expects a strong 
crop of Republican candidates to line up.

Astorino did have a message for voters 
disgusted with Washington who might look 
to punish any Republican on the ballot.

“Just yelling Donald Trump every day 
might be (Latimer’s) message, but people 
who want to go vote, who want to protest 
vote against Donald Trump, Donald Trump 
is still going to be president the next day 
and next year and all you’re going to do is 
vote to raise your taxes,” he said.

Rob Astorino
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By Martin Wilbur 
If George Latimer is 

successful next week in his 
race for county executive, it 
would suggest that 13 is his 
lucky number.

After starting out on the Rye 
City Council in 1987, county 
government is where the 
Democrat served for 13 years 
as a member of the Board of 
Legislators, including four 
years as chairman. In 2004, 
he was elected to the state 
Assembly representing the 91st District 
for four terms before spending the past 
five years in the state Senate.

Throughout his 30-year political career, 
Latimer has never shirked from a fight, 
and he wasn’t about to turn his back on 
one in what has turned into a nasty battle 
with County Executive Rob Astorino.

“Rob is a terrific politician. He 
really gets it,” Latimer said. “He really 
understands what moves people – anger, 
fear, how to hate your opponent, how to 
manipulate the process. What he’s not 
good at is running government. This job 
to him is a steppingstone, to advance a 
political agenda.”

Latimer, 63, has set out to puncture 
holes in Astorino’s zero taxes pledge, 
arguing that many residents have actually 
seen their taxes rise in real dollars because 

county sewer and refuse 
taxes for many have risen. 
Along with the unpredictable 
equalization rate, the county’s 
financial picture isn’t so 
strong despite six years of a 
flat tax levy and one year with 
a 2 percent reduction, he said.

Furthermore, Latimer 
argued that Astorino’s pledge 
to never raise the tax levy has 
resulted in a fiscally stressed 

county, citing the recent state 
comptroller’s office report, 

while Moody’s reduced Westchester’s 
bond rating in July.

“I have made no commitment to raise 
taxes upon entering as county executive,” 
said Latimer in fending off allegations by 
Astorino he would raise taxes. “Instead, 
I intend to have the state comptroller’s 
office come down and do an audit of our 
operations.”

Latimer said Astorino’s pledge to 
never raise the tax levy has led to other 
dubious financial decisions, including 
trying to push through last fall a 40-year, 
$140 million no-bid contract to monetize 
Westchester County Airport to plug a $15 
million hole in the 2017 budget. After the 
initial year, payments would have fallen 
to $5 million annually before shrinking to 
$2 million a year later in the agreement.

Meanwhile, a private operator would 

likely press for an increase in passenger 
limits, resulting in more flights and 
jeopardizing communities and the 
environment, he said. The county should 
raise capital to make the necessary 
improvements at the airport, not 
surrender control of the facility.

“We actually have privatization (today). 
What you’re talking about it is actually 
monetization,” Latimer said. “What 
they’re trying to do is break into the piggy 
bank.”

Latimer said he would also take greater 
responsibility to work with municipalities 
to share services. He criticized Astorino 
for not putting an adequate effort into the 
state’s mandatory submission of a shared 
services plan last month. In that plan, 
Westchester identified only about $1.2 
million in potential savings, while Ulster 
County, for example, exceeded that with 
one-fifth of the population.

“Rob doesn’t want to cooperate with 
state government in any way, shape or 
form,” said Latimer, who added that he 
has greater familiarity with Albany to 
reach out for help. “He plans to manage 
state government but not do something 
that he didn’t want to work with. I saw it 
as an opportunity.”

He predictably ripped Astorino’s 
handling of the affordable housing 
settlement. Frequent sparring with the 
monitor and continued failure to submit 

an acceptable Analysis of Impediments 
cost the county $25 million in Community 
Development Block Grants.

“He fought elements of the 
implementation on ideological principle,” 
Latimer said. “He likes to say he was 
standing up for Westchester. To be correct, 
he was standing up for his ideology.”

Regarding the Immigrant Protection 
Act, Latimer said he would consult with 
law enforcement and elected officials 
around the county as soon as he’s in office 
to see what’s working and how policies can 
be improved. While Astorino’s executive 
order bars law abiding individuals from 
being questioned on their immigration 
status, Latimer doesn’t want someone 
stopped to be quizzed after jaywalking.

“I certainly don’t want our police, our 
county police officers, to do the work of 
the federal government,” Latimer said. 
“I don’t want Joe Arpaio policing in 
Westchester.”

Latimer said he’s optimistic that an 
energized Democratic base as well 
as increasing awareness of Astorino’s 
decisions by the public that run counter 
to Westchester values.

“All of us do get some shelf life after 
you’ve been around so long and there’s a 
series of decisions he’s made that for the 
Democratic base is very controversial,” he 
said.

Latimer Hopes to Oust Astorino, Open Next Chapter in Political Career
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Benjamin Boykin II
Party: Democratic, Working 

Families, Independence
Benjamin Boykin is a member of 

the Westchester County Board of 
Legislators (BOL) serving District 5, 
which includes most of the City of White 
Plains, Scarsdale and West Harrison.

Boykin served on the White Plains 
Common Council from 2000 to 2012, 
was former chairman of the White 
Plains Shared Services Committee, 
former chairman of the White Plains 
Youth Board, and member of the White 
Plains School Board from 1992 to 1999, 
among other memberships on service 
organizations.

Boykin is running unopposed for 
another two-year term on the BOL.

As a White Plains resident, Boykin 
spends a good deal of his time in the 
city, walking around the downtown and 
meeting with residents and business 
professionals. “I enjoy being out with 
the people,” he said. “People will tell you 
what’s on their mind. In White Plains, 
they are satisfied with the city. At the 
county level the fiscal situation is not 
good.” 

Boykin is hoping for new leadership 
at the county executive level.

As chairman of the Public Safety and 
Social Services Committee, Boykin is 
particularly concerned with the safety 

and security of county residents and 
businesses. One issue at the top of his 
mind is the gun show scheduled for 
the county-owned Westchester County 
Center in White Plains in January 
2018. With the current legislative 
session ending Dec. 31, Boykin says 
there appears to be no way to avoid the 
impending show. Word is that there is 
no signed contract, but if a contract 
were in place it would be difficult to 
break. If George Latimer should win 
the county executive race, Boykin is 

confident he would seek an injunction 
to stop the show.

The situation is similar with regard 
to immigration. Astorino’s veto of the 
Immigration Protection Act puts lives 
at risk, according to Boykin.

Boykin is also critical of the county’s 
Human Rights Commission for not 
stepping up to the plate fast enough 
to deal with Hate literature that was 
recently distributed on the campus 
of Westchester Community College, 
another county-owned property, as well 
at SUNY, Purchase.

“The Human Rights Commission 
must be more proactive,” Boykin 
contends. “All colleges and the local 
school districts throughout the county 
should be working with the police.”

Boykin is concerned that all people 
should have the opportunity to stay in 
the county if they want to. “We need to 
create more jobs and provide affordable 
places to live. The youth and the aging 
population are not ablae to live here,” he 
said.

The opioid crisis is also very much on 
Boykin’s mind. “It affects all ethnic and 
economic groups. The BOL voted to 
join other counties to sue Big Pharma. 
When the litigation begins, by signing, 
Westchester would be in a position to 
be part of any settlements. But Astorino 
has said ‘we have pharmaceutical 

companies in the county, we can’t sue 
them’.” Boykin thinks there would be 
enough votes to override any veto by 
the County Executive on that issue, but 
the window of opportunity to be a co-
signer is closing.

Boykin is happy to continue serving 
the community of District 5. He 
encourages constituents to call his office 
at the BOL at 914-995-2827 or to visit 
the website at westchesterlegslators.
com.

Alfreda A. Williams
Party: Democratic, Working 

Families
Alfreda Williams serves Westchester 

County District 8, comprised of 
Elmsford, Greenburgh, Sleepy Hollow, 
Tarrytown and a small part of White 
Plains.

She is running for re-election 
uncontested.

Election 2017 – Westchester County Legislature

Benjamin Boykin
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Milagros Lecuona
Party: Republican, Conservative
Milagros Lecuona has served on the 

White Plains Common Council for nearly 
10 years. At the 2017 election cycle, she 
entered a bid for candidacy for the office of 
Mayor of White Plains as a member of the 
Democratic Party, forcing a primary with 
incumbent Mayor Tom Roach, which she 
lost on Sept. 12.

Vowing to not be deterred by the 
loss, Lecuona won the Republican and 
Conservative Party nominations and 
secured a line on the election ballot on Nov. 
7.

Lecuona is an urban planner, educator 
and trained architect for 35-plus years. She 
is an immigrant, originally from the Canary 
Islands, Spain. Lecuona says that entering 
public service was a natural progression 
given her lifelong community involvement.

Key issues that caused Lecuona to run 
for mayor include a new comprehensive 
plan for White Plains that encompasses 
sustainable economic development in all 
of the city’s neighborhoods and provides 
the vision needed to flourish in this 
region. Good governance that includes 
transparency, accountability, and heavy 
community outreach. A sustainable plan 
that addresses equity issues, true affordable 
housing initiatives, a healthy environment 
plan, and a commitment to social justice.

One might think that having lost in the 
primary of the party she has belonged to 
for all of her political career, Lecuona might 
shrink back in defeat. Rather she says it 
has been an inspiring experience to work 
across party lines to hear the voices of all the 
people of White Plains and not just those of 
one particular party.

“I have been around the city, speaking 
with a broad spectrum of people and 
everywhere I go I hear that people want 
more transparency from city hall,” Lecuona 
said. “People are being kept out of the loop 
on what is going on.”

Lecuona cited the public process the city 
administration used in determining the 
scope of the city’s new Transit District as 
an example of a manipulated process that 
should have involved more open public 

meetings and concerned organizations such 
as the White Plains Business Improvement 
District (BID) as members of the select 
committee. “The information went only 
in one direction –from the city out to the 
people – not the other way around. That is 
the worst way to get input from the people,” 
she added.

Lecuona emphasized that she as a 
councilmember had not been aware that 
plans by New York State to bring Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT) into White Plains were 
already in development. BRT never came 
up at the Transit District meetings, she 
explained. The people in the neighborhoods 
were never informed that BRT might be 
coming into their area.

Often critical of the way bike lanes have 
been introduced to White Plains, Lecuona 
accuses the current administration of giving 
millions of dollars to out-of-date projects or 
projects that don’t make sense, such as $1.5 
million going to 1,100 feet of safe bike lane 
on Martine Avenue near the pubic library.

What Lecuona will bring to White 
Plains if elected is – at the top of the list – 
an updated Comprehensive Plan. All of 
the larger development projects that come 
before the Common Council will not be 
moved forward until the Comprehensive 
Plan is reviewed and updated.

Lecuona would also like to get the MTA 
to make some needed repairs to the train 

station including cleaning up the lobby and 
bathrooms and fixing the clock in the tower 
that has been broken for eight months.

As far as a new Transit District goes, 
Lecuona believes that decision should be 
put to a public referendum. And, the Battle 
Hill neighborhood, which Lecuona says 
has been ignored, she thinks would benefit 
from a bridge that links the neighborhood 
to the other side of the train tracks.

A big supporter of farmer’s markets, 
Lecuona would like to open the White Plains 
market on Sunday so families and residents 
of the city can partake of the offerings. “A 
Wednesday outdoor market does nothing 
for residents who work outside the city,” she 
said.

Lecuona has also spent time studying 
Mamaroneck Avenue and would like to 
see, developed over time, a plan to close off 
traffic to bring community activities to the 
downtown.

Regarding public policy, Lecuona believes 
in term limits of eight years imposed on all 
elected officials. “New people bring new 
energy,” she said.

As a trained volunteer firefighter Lecuona 
said that one thing she regrets in her time 
on the Common Council is voting to reduce 
retirees’ benefits and she would introduce 
bringing back 100 percent of the firefighters 
benefits, she said.

ELECTION 2017 – MAYOR OF WHITE PLAINS
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Thomas M. Roach Jr.
Party: Democratic, Working Families, 

Independence
Tom Roach has been Mayor of White 

Plains for seven years. He was elected to 
the Common Council in 2001. He became 
acting mayor in February 2011, won a 
special election shortly thereafter, and was 
re-elected in 2013.

After a significant win in the September 
Democratic primary, Roach said he is 
gratified by the show of support he received 
in the election. “People in White Plains feel 
like they are part of the whole community. 
As mayor, I have worked to find common 
ground among the different neighborhoods. 
I have tried to enhance that during my 
campaign. When the election is over I want 
to have a positive environment so I can 
work with everyone.”

Roach takes pride in the success of White 
Plains, not only its economic success, but in 
the connectivity residents feel. In his travels 
around the city he is told that people are 
happy with the direction the city is taking. 
“I have received positive feedback in all the 
neighborhoods and at the schools,” he said.

“We have a very different city now than 
we did seven years ago. We are a regional 
leader on the environment. Our economy 
is thriving. Businesses are flocking to our 
downtown and we just achieved our lowest 
downtown office vacancy rate in more than 
a decade. We’re committed to progressive 
values, and the principle that everyone is 

welcome here. We have implemented strong 
community policing and have low crime 
rates. We were one of the first cities in the 
state to embrace body cameras. I worked 
with New York State Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman’s office to develop 
guidance for municipalities regarding 
President Trump’s Executive Orders on 
immigration. We’ve invested in our city 
while improving our fiscal outlook. We’ve 
stayed under the property tax cap every 
year I’ve been mayor and our bond rating 
has improved to AA1 Stable.  We’ve opened 
new parks and upgraded playgrounds and 
facilities like Ebersole Ice Rink. We keep 
our infrastructure in good shape and have 
expanded programming offered by the 
Rec and Parks Dept., Youth Bureau and 
Library, as well as the events offered in the 
downtown.”

Roach disagrees with comments that 
White Plains is not family-friendly, advising 
that much of that criticism is aimed at 
the downtown. Being family friendly 
includes keeping neighborhoods safe, 
paving roads and bringing programs out 
into the neighborhoods as well as into the 
downtown, and by building playgrounds 
and enhancing public parks and programs.

Roach believes in building upon the 
assets and strengths the city has right now. 
“We’ve worked hard to invest in the qualities 
that attract people and employers to our city. 
One of the biggest of those is our downtown 
transit hub – and by investing there, we’re 

moving away from some of the mistakes 
of the urban renewal period to make sure 
we have an active, attractive street life in 
our entire downtown area and that we are 
pedestrian and bicycle friendly. We are a 
city where you can live minutes away from 
the train and minutes away from a bustling, 
suburban downtown, and still have all the 
amenities of suburban life. In many ways, 
we have the best of both worlds and we are 
going to preserve and enhance that.”

On the fiscal front, Roach and the current 
Common Council are careful about how 
they spend money in White Plains. Roach 
works with other entities including the 
County and School District to see where 
services can be shared and costs cut. “We’ve 
stayed under the tax cap every year I’ve been 
mayor. We could not have stayed under the 
tax cap if we were not vigilant throughout 
the year in monitoring the budget. And 
we will continue that policy when we talk 
about affordability in housing. We must 

remember that taxes are a large component 
of the cost of housing,” Roach said.

New companies committed to moving to 
the city will add over 1,000 workers to the 
downtown, each one a new customer for 
local businesses.

As an avid environmentalist, Roach 
believes, “We have a responsibility to our 
children to leave the planet a better place 
than we found it. White Plains isn’t just 
working towards sustainability – we’re the 
regional leader on the issue. During my 
tenure as Mayor, we capped the Gedney 
Way Landfill, are phasing out dirty #4 
and #6 home heating oils, added textile 
recycling to the Gedney Recycling Yard, 
and streamlined the solar power approval 
process. I also spearheaded complete streets 
legislation and sustainable transportation 
efforts such as creating the first dedicated 
bike lanes in the county and establishing a 
network of electric vehicle charging stations 
in municipally owned parking structures. 
We turned the long-held dream of Bryant-
Mamaroneck Park into reality and will soon 
be done converting all of White Plains’ 
streetlights to LED. We have pledged to 
do our share to uphold the Paris Climate 
Accord and are working every day to 
increase the use of renewable energy.”

As a candidate, Roach says it is not what 
he intends to do, but what he has already 
done that he is proud of.

Thomas Roach
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Justin C. Brasch
Party: Democratic, Independence
Justin Brasch is an attorney specializing 

in landlord-tenant law. He is an appointed 
member of the White Plains Planning 
Board; former member of White Plains 
School Board Budget Advisory Committee; 
Westchester County Legislature’s Citizens 
Budget Advisory Committee; White 
Plains Multimodal Transportation Center 
Stakeholder Task Force; former member of 
NYC Sierra Club Political Committee; life 
member and former Executive Committee 
member of Mid-Manhattan NAACP. 

Brasch is running for Common Council 
as a continuation of over 30 years of public 
service to keep White Plains moving in 
the right direction. He has worked in 
the Democratic Party, serving on boards 
and commissions, and is particularly 
proud of the work that has been done 
in building affordable housing in White 
Plains. He wants to explore expanding 
the 10 percent mandate for multi-family 
affordable housing in downtown White 
Plains to the entire City and also promotes 
assisting existing non-profit organizations 
working to make affordable housing more 
accessible for people who need it. 

It is of paramount importance to Brasch 
that White Plains remains a city where all 
feel welcome and safe, regardless of race, 
nationality, religion, gender, or sexual 
orientation. “We must stand up for our 

values and work to protect the most 
vulnerable of our community, despite the 
actions of the federal government and the 
national Republican Party,” he said. 

During the candidates forum held by 
the League of Women Voters of White 
Plains Brasch was the single candidate to 
mention the vulnerability of residents in 
the Fisher Hill, Battle Hill and Winbrook 
neighborhoods.

While he promotes the continuing 
growth of the City, he is adamant that it 
must go hand in hand with protecting 
residents’ quality of life. 

He has advocated for connecting the 
White Plains train station to Mamaroneck 
Avenue, as well as to the Battle Hill 
neighborhood. 

Brasch believes that development 
should work for every community and 
neighborhood. 

White Plains is a strong and diverse 
community with a rich history and a 
bright future. We are heading in the right 
direction, and I want to help continue that 
momentum, Brasch said. 

Brasch has been endorsed by former 
Common Council candidate Saad 
Siddiqui. Siddiqui, who is abiding by the 
results of the Democratic Primary, stepped 
out of the Council race in September. 
Siddiqui, who ran for Common Council 
with Alan Goldman and Michael Kraver, is 
now also backing Brasch.

“I got to know Justin during the election 
and found that we had a lot in common 
and just like Alan and Michael, as a first 
time candidate, Justin will bring new ideas 
and a much needed fresh perspective to 
the Common Council,” Siddiqui said.

 
Cass V. Cibelli
Party: Republican, Reform
Cass V. Cibelli began the 2017 election 

season with a bid to run for mayor of 
White Plains on the Republican ticket. 
After the nomination was granted by the 
Republicans to Milagros Lecuona, Cibelli 
was nominated by the party to run for a 
seat on the Common Council.

Cibelli’s candidacy has been somewhat 
low key, with much of his issue statements 

released on social media including Twitter 
and Facebook as Cibelli noted at the recent 
Candidates Forum sponsored by the 
League of Women Voters of White Plains, 
the Woman’s Club of White Plains and the 
NAACP. He refers to himself as the most 
truly independent candidate.

Cibelli is an educator, currently working 
in education administration at a religious 
school. He moved his family to White 
Plains in 1999.

Cibelli refers to the state of White 
Plains as a “Tale of Two Cities, noting 
that the services offered by the city should 
be offered as far and as wide as possible. 
He is concerned with the application put 
forward by the French American School 
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of New York (FASNY), commenting about 
the school’s plan having a negative impact 
on a pristine part of the city.

Andrew C. Custodio
Party: Republican, Reform
Andrew Custodio has been a Westchester 

resident for many years, moving to White 
Plains with his wife three years ago. He is 
employed as an engineer and active with 
the White Plains Council of Neighborhood 
Associations. He says his passion is for the 
people.

Custodio notes that he was attracted to 
the diversity of White Plains as well as the 
urban feel when he made the decision to 
make the city his home.

Believing that White Plains is at a 
crossroads, Custodio decided to enter 
the Common Council race because he 
was concerned about the city’s future, 
lack of adequate planning and lack of 
transparency. Keeping taxes low, reducing 
reliance on parking ticket revenue in the 
city budget and bringing small businesses 
back to the community are some of his key 
issues.

At the recent League of Women Voters of 
White Plains (LWVWP) forum Custodio 
said he was completely against the FASNY 
application, and particularly about the way 
the city was handling it.

Alan D. Goldman
Party: Republican, Conservative, 

Reform
Alan Goldman entered the race for 

White Plains Common Council, joining 
other candidates to force a Democratic 
primary. Unsuccessful in his bid to win a 
Democratic line in November’s election, 
he is now running on the Republican line. 
During the Democratic primary race, 
Goldman was upfront about his recent 
shift as a registered Republican to that as 
a registered Democrat. “I am the people’s 
candidate,” Goldman said. “Party affiliation 
should make no difference. People will 
vote for the person who you are.”

Goldman has been a White Plains 
resident since 1988, and a White Plains 
business owner since 1979, currently 
COO of Alloy Printing and Marketing, 
White Plains. He has served on the board 
of the White Plains Performing Arts 
Center, Woman’s Club of White Plains, 
White Plains Business Improvement 
District, Westchester Taxi & Limousine 
Commission, and Lifting Up Westchester 
(formerly Grace Community Services).

For almost 10 years we’ve seen a 
significant decline in merchant activity 
downtown. The Central Business District 
has largely been ignored by the current 
administration, while they focus on large 
building projects on the outskirts. The 
result is empty storefronts and restaurants 
that open and close. I want people who live 
here to come downtown, no matter what 
income level, and I want more people to 
live in the downtown, Goldman says.

Goldman also is concerned that the 
current city administration is not handling 
downtown events well, such as handing out 
tickets during the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
and closing the bars for two hours after the 
parade. “We have 24-hour parking in the 
municipal lots. Why?” he asks. Goldman 
is troubled about city budgets that show 
increased reliance on parking revenue, 
while sales tax revenue has gone down.

In the past five years White Plains has 
seen sales tax revenue go down. At the 
same time Westchester County and other 
cities have gone up. A thriving merchant 
community has for a long time allowed 
White Plains to maintain a lower property 
tax threshold than other towns. We need 
to bring back White Plains as a shopping 
destination. I am sure there are places 
where significant savings could be found as 
well that would not burden the taxpayers 
of the city further than they are, Goldman 
maintains.

Regarding FASNY, Goldman noted 
during the LWVWP candidates forum that 
while he had nothing against the school 
itself, he does not believe it belongs in the 
Gedney neighborhood.

Regarding future development in the 
city, Goldman thinks an update of the 
Comprehensive Plan – written in 1996 
and revised 2006 – is long overdue. Upon 
election to the Common Council, he 
would push for a Comprehensive Plan 
Committee to take on this task as soon as 
possible.

He also would work with the White 
Plains Ethics Committee to make sure that 
“partisan politics does not rear its’ ugly 
head.”

John B. Kirkpatrick
Party: Democratic, Independence
John Kirkpatrick is a city planner and 

environmental lawyer. He has held a seat 
on the White Plains Common Council 
since 2012 and is currently president of the 
Council. He has over 45 years experience 
working for and with municipal 
governments on planning, environmental 
and land use issues, including writing 
Comprehensive Plans. He is a founding 
member of both the American Planning 
Association and the American Institute 
of Certified Planners, and has served 

as a member of local neighborhood 
associations and boards of environmental, 
land-use and conservation organizations. 

Kirkpatrick and his wife moved to White 
Plains almost 45 years ago. They found 
the city to be a rare community where 
everything is close and convenient, with 
a diverse population, superior services, 
excellent schools (their three children all 
went to White Plains schools), reliable 
government, diverse housing stock and 
reasonable taxes. 

“Working to preserve those features has 
been and will continue to be the main focus 
of my time on the Council,” Kirkpatrick 
says. 

Kirkpatrick is proud of the AA1 bond 
rating White Plains has maintained, 
attributing it to smart budgeting and 
effective negotiations. 

Hot button issues for Kirkpatrick include 
the Comprehensive plan. “I was heavily 
involved in the 1977 plan, the 1994 plan 
and the 2006 plan update. I’m a professional 
planner. In my 10 years as a planner before 
I became a lawyer, I worked for a regional 
planning agency, a city and a consulting 
firm. I’ve written comprehensive plans. I’ve 
studied what we have and I agree totally 
with Chris Gomez, our city’s Planning 
Commissioner, that it is by and large a very 
good Plan. But like every plan it needs a 
few adjustments. We’ve done that with the 
train station; now we need to do it with 
downtown, such as: increasing pedestrian 
protection; preserving and bringing back 
the beautiful old facades; instituting more 
traffic calming; incentivizing small retail 
redevelopment; and continuously making 
parking friendlier.”

Kirkpatrick is also eager to protect 
the neighborhoods. To do this he has 
researched, written and pushed to passage 
the recent legislation to prevent burning 
trash and the like in fireplaces – which 
produces terrible air pollution. At the 
suggestion of the Gedney Association, he 
researched, wrote and pushed to passage 
the recent zoning amendments that will 
force the local garden centers to scale back 
from their dusty, noisy soil manufacturing 
operations. 

Kirkpatrick is concerned about 
transparency in government and has 
vowed to do everything he can to involve 

anyone who is interested in all aspects of 
city government.

He supports development that creates 
public open space and will continue to 
work with neighborhoods to maintain and 
improve parks and other public areas.

Michael Kraver
Party: Working Families 
Michael Kraver received the fourth 

highest number of votes for White 
Plains Common Council in September’s 
Democratic primary. Maintaining his 
status as a registered Democrat, Kraver is 
running on the Working Families Party 
line, a nomination he is proud of. 

He is a board member of Friends of 
White Plains Public Schools, Co-Vice 
President since 2015 of the White Plains 
Council of Neighborhood Associations, a 
White Plains Democratic City Committee 
District Leader since 2010, and former 
Executive Committee member of White 
Plains City and School District Shared 
Services Committee.

Of all the local issues that are important 
to him, Kraver says two stand out: (1) 
the White Plains downtown has lost its 
momentum, and the economy has not 
recovered from the recession the way other 
local economies have, and (2) the city’s 
housing market is neither maximizing 
value for homeowners nor creating 
affordable opportunities for families who 
want to settle in White Plains.  

Kraver describes White Plains as a 
unique suburban city, but he is concerned 
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that the current track the city is on is 
more focused on the types of initiatives 
that cities generally focus on, and not 
focused enough on things that suburbs 
generally focus on. For example, adding 
density and increasing population with 
temporary (rental) residents, without 
giving enough attention to recruiting and 
retaining people who want to set roots in 
the community. He also is adamant that 
there needs to be more affordable housing 
in all neighborhoods of White Plains.

As he has reached out to voters beyond 
those registered with the Democratic Party, 
Kraver says he has learned that residents 
are concerned that the city is not doing a 
good job of prioritizing enforcement in 
areas such as speeding, harassment in the 
downtown, and building codes. Instead, a 
lot of effort seems to be going to enforcing 
the parking rules, Kraver claims. 

He is concerned that residents are not 
spending their free time in White Plains 
and many are not sending their children 
to the public schools. Kraver would like 
to see communication between the city 
government and the school district, 
especially as both prepare their annual 
budgets.

Kraver sees the current Common 
Council as being too reactive and not 
proactive enough when it comes to 
addressing the fast pace of development in 
the city. He wants to see the Comprehensive 
Plan updated and more transparency in 
development and policy decisions.

Kraver began his campaign to run for 
Common Council before other candidates 
entered the field. It is a grassroots 
campaign, he said. Noting that most of the 
current Council seats are filled with older 
members of the community, Kraver, who is 
just 40, thinks a whole generation of people 
are being left out of the conversation about 
where the city should be going. I am 
the only candidate for Council who has 
children in the school system, he said.

John M. Martin
Party: Democratic, Independence
Campaigning to keep his seat on the 

White Plains Common Council, John 
Martin says that after the Democratic 
primary he was pleased with the support 
of his party voters and that speaking with 
voters across the board since Sept. 12, he is 
hearing that residents are happy with the 
way things are going in the city.

He also noted that while challengers have 
been quick to make negative claims, they 
have not presented any clear alternatives.

Serving on the Common Council since 
2011, Martin is a 35-plus year White Plains 
resident, founder, All New York Title 
Agency, Inc., former chair Westchester 
County Bar Association Real Property 
Law Committee, lecturer for New York 
State Bar Association Real Property Law 
Section, and vice chair White Plains Urban 
Renewal Agency. 

He has served in many roles over the 

years from neighborhood association 
president in Fisher Hill, prior Common 
Council service, chair of the 1997 
Comprehensive Plan and the 2006 
Comprehensive Plan update committee, 
long-time treasurer and then chair of the 
Business Improvement District, and chair 
of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee. 

Martin says he is proud to have worked 
alongside Mayor Tom Roach to move 
White Plains forward. “While I have seen 
several mayoral administrations over the 
years I can confidently say that I have 
never seen a more open and progressive 
administration than that of Tom Roach. 
We have maintained, and, in fact, have 
improved city services while keeping our 

staffing levels at historic lows and staying 
within the state mandated ‘tax cap’ each 
and every year I have been on the Council,” 
he said. 

Martin has worked to keep the costs of 
city pensions and tax appeal refunds out of 
the operating budget, improve the bonding 
agency rating, which has, in turn, reduced 
White Plains’ borrowing costs, and has 
worked to ensure that the city’s main 
unions (CSEA, PBA, PFFA and Teamsters) 
are under fair and reasonable contracts.

Martin maintains that going forward, 
there is still much to do. “We must 
continue to pursue development where it 
makes sense but at the same time we must 
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There are seven candidates, across 
several political parties, vying for three 
seats on the White Plains Common 
Council. 

Two, John B. Kirkpatrick and John M. 
Martin, are incumbents, both Democrats 
and the Democratic Party primary 
winners with the highest number of votes. 
Four of the remaining five candidates, 
Justin C. Brasch, Andrew C. Custodio, 
Alan D. Goldman and Michael Kraver, are 
newcomers to the election scene. 

Common Council Candidate Cass V. 
Cibelli has run in several previous elections 
on the county as well as city levels. Before 
casting his bid for election to the White 
Plains Common Council this year, Cibelli 
sought the Republican Party endorsement 
to run for Mayor of White Plains, but that 
line was given to candidate for mayor, 
Milagros Lecuona. 

At a time when many view the City of 
White Plains to be at a crossroads, it is 
encouraging to see eight people willing to 
enter the political arena – Saad Siddiqui, 

who ran for a place on the Democratic 
Party ticket – stepped out of the race after 
placing last in the primary in September. 

The issues that candidates have brought 
to the forefront indicate a transformation 
in the suburban city style of living as single-
family neighborhoods are striving to stay 
whole and high-rise rental apartments 
grab the attention and pocketbooks of new 
residents and developers coming to White 
Plains. 

There have been calls for “change” in the 
way the city administration is going with 
too much focus on the growing downtown, 
along with negative and personal attacks 
through the media intent on humiliating 
individuals at the political forefront. 
Behind the scenes there was pressure 
from neighborhood groups that gathered 
political force to try to oust members of 
the Council that would allow controversial 
development projects to be built, namely 
the French American School of New 
York (FASNY). That debate took much 
attention away from issues of concern to 

all neighborhoods of White Plains.
At a time of change, as though navigating 

through a storm, there is wisdom in the 
phrase, “Steady as she goes.” For this 
reason, Councilmembers John Kirkpatrick 
and John Martin, who have served six and 
seven years on the Council respectively, 
deserve to keep their seats for another 
term.

Kirkpatrick’s experience as a city 
planner and environmental lawyer is 
most important now, when development 
is coming at White Plains from all sides. 
Kirkpatrick has shown through his record 
that he views each project before the 
Council thoroughly and independently, 
though he has the vision to also note the 
impact of each development on the city as 
a whole. His legal expertise in real estate 
and environmental law give him as well 
as the city he serves an edge in policy and 
decision-making.

John Martin also deserves to serve 
another term on the Common Council. 
He has a depth of knowledge of many of 
the residential neighborhoods as well as 
a working relationship with downtown 
businesses through his many years serving 
on the White Plains BID.

Martin and Kirkpatrick have proven 
they make their decisions on city policy 
on the merit of each issue, not necessarily 
swayed by party politics. Both, however, 
should listen to the repeated concerns of 

residents in the outside neighborhoods 
that they are not being heard, and give 
thought to improving communication 
from the Common Council to its 
constituents. Also, for those calling out for 
term limits, consideration should be given 
to ensure that new issues are met with new 
perspective and decision-making does not 
fall back on old ideas.

Candidate Michael Kraver has shown 
so much energy and given appreciated 
and thoughtful consideration to White 
Plains issues. As the youngest candidate 
for Common Council his perspective 
as a parent and professional has added 
much to the political discussion about 
current concerns of families and the future 
generations of the city. We hope to see him 
continue in city politics.

Alan Goldman has served the residents 
and other business owners of White 
Plains over many years and in many ways. 
His perspective as a business owner in 
the downtown, especially as it relates to 
aggressive parking behavior, should be 
taken seriously by all winning candidates 
and those currently serving on the Council 
who are not running for election at this 
time.

Andrew Custodio, a newcomer also 
with a fresh perspective, has given voice to 
concerns about transparency – an issue of 
importance during times of change.

However, candidate for Common 
Council, Justin Brasch, stands out from 
the crowd as a true voice for the people. 
While other candidates have mentioned 
the diversity that makes White Plains 
unique, Brasch has called out each 
neighborhood by name and addressed 
the more vulnerable population of White 
Plains. He has experience from budgeting 
to the environment to transportation to 
social service and justice making. 

Justin C. Brasch should be given a seat in 
Common Council chambers.

Following the example of politics on the 
national level where candidates take to the 
“bully pulpit” to condemn their opponents 
while trying to curry favor with special 
interest groups, the race for Mayor of White 
Plains has not been immune to such tactics.

Often inspired by community groups 
angry that development projects have 
not turned in their favor, rather than 
encouraging astute and informative 
political debate that discusses issues, White 
Plains has been subjected to somewhat of a 
media circus.

Articles published by regional media 
outlets, most notably the NY Post, have 
been aimed at publicly humiliating political 
leaders and thereby the city’s mayor. Such 
unsavory published pieces, often without 
any identified sources, have shown that a 
segment of the White Plains community, 
while bent on getting their candidate 

elected, have neglected to observe how such 
behavior hurts the entire community. 

Some candidates came out acknowledging 
the damage to community spirit such 
activity engenders, others did not.

Despite the often-ugly attacks and the 
lack of real immersion in the issues affecting 
White Plains, a clear picture of how the city 
is doing has emerged.

If Mayor Tom Roach is to be measured 
by the work he has done, then he has 
accomplished much and has put White 
Plains on a solid path toward the future.

His opponent Councilwoman Milagros 
Lecuona has unfortunately spent much of 
her campaign pointing out faults, real or 
imagined, and not until perhaps the very 
last moment has she spoken about what 
positive things she might do as Mayor of the 
city she cares about.

As an urban planner and architect many 

of Lecuona’s ideas for farmer’s markets and 
resident gathering places are very exciting 
and it would be nice to see those ideas 
implemented.

Lecuona has also spoken about the 
lack of transparency in the White Plains 
administration housed at City Hall. 

While Mayor Roach and his staff have 
added documentation to the city’s website 
and added videotaping of more meetings 
than have been done in the past, there is 
room for more opportunities for public 
involvement, and the voices of residents 
not sure of what is happening in their 
home city are often heard all too late.

While it is true that all data eventually 
becomes information when you need it, 
getting it out in front of the population so 
they know they need it is not an easy task 
and more creativity could be applied to 
get more of the public involved in events 

happening across the city.
White Plains is experiencing a 

resurgence and new growth. The seeds 
for more success have been planted in the 
programs implemented over the past seven 
years of Roach’s tenure, from building 
more residences in the downtown, 
acknowledging a market that favors 
rentals over homeownership at certain 
generational points and the move away 
from the use of automobiles in favor of 
public transportation.

As this transition continues, advice 
from candidates that reliance on parking 
revenues is a mistake is good advice.

However, despite the attacks and the 
negative spin, Mayor Roach has been good 
for White Plains and he deserves another 
term to continue the programs he has 
begun to implement.

In the White Plains Mayoral Race, a Nod in the Direction of Incumbent Tom Roach

Correction
In last week’s article on the upcoming 

proposition regarding the upcoming 
Constitutional Convention, it was 
incorrectly reported that the Working 
Families Party, the NRA, Planned 
Parenthood and Right to Life advocates 
were in favor of a Constitutional 
Convention. They are all opposed to the 
convention. The White Plains Examiner 
regrets the error.

White Plains Common Council Needs Steady Hand and a Genuine New Voice
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Imagine for a moment the voters who 
moved to Westchester this summer 
and their introduction to the political 
landscape is this county executive’s race. 

If they relied on certain news articles 
and television reports along with 
the ads they may have read, heard 
or watched in order to glean some 
information about the two candidates, 
two-term incumbent Rob Astorino and 
challenger George Latimer, chances are 
they haven’t learned anything of much 
value.

The two candidates, with a combined 
public service record of more than 50 
years, have engaged in one of the most 
disgraceful and ugliest campaigns in 
recent memory. If they haven’t plunged 
into the gutter sullying each other then 
they’re both teetering on the edge of the 
curb.

It’s sad because regardless of whether 
you agree with their politics, Astorino 
and Latimer have had long and 
distinguished public service records. 
Astorino started on the Mount Pleasant 
Board of Education, served 12 years 
on the Mount Pleasant Town Board, 
was a county legislator for two years, 
then has managed to comfortably win 
two elections in a heavily Democratic 
county. In between, he also ran for 
governor in 2014.

During the past 30 years, Latimer 
has risen from the Rye City Council, to 

the Board of Legislators, including four 
years as its chairman, then for the past 
13 years in the state legislature.

Both have had some strong successes, 
but that’s been thrown out the window. 
What’s more important than decorum 
– and there’s nothing wrong with a 
good, hard-nosed campaign – is that 
they’ve spent precious little of their 
time discussing what matters to county 
residents.

Most residents care about taxes, 
safety and services and how those issues 
can affect quality of life, not what dirt 
a candidate can dish on an opponent. 
Certainly not when the accusations are 
spewed on an almost daily basis.

With that being established, after 
eight years of Astorino at the helm, the 
county needs a change in leadership. 

There’s no denying that Astorino 
has made good on his zero tax levy 
pledge, which isn’t insignificant. That’s 
what he has run on and it will always 
resonate with the public. After eight 
years, though, it’s fair to ask, at what 
cost? About a month ago, the state 
comptroller placed Westchester on the 
fiscally stressed list, the second worst 
rating of any county in the state. The 
administration has borrowed to pay 
for pensions and tax certioraris, not 
the best way to conduct the county’s 
business.

Astorino has pointed to bipartisan 

successes, and that is true. The 99-
year lease for the North 60 biomedical 
project in Valhalla was approved by 
the Board of Legislators unanimously 
and is one example. Earlier budget 
compromises may not have pleased 
everyone but that’s how government is 
supposed to work, give a little to get a 
little.

Despite fits and starts, the 
privatization of Playland may turn out 
to be the right move, as the county had 
been losing large sums of money on the 
amusement park.

But blind privatization of anything 
can be fraught with pitfalls. Astorino’s 
rush to try and find an operator for 
Westchester County Airport was 
done without consulting legislators 
and surrounding communities and its 
potential impacts. Plus, the first-year 
payment to the county would have 
conveniently been $15 million, the 
precise gap in the budget heading into 
this year.

There has also been an increasingly 
partisan bent to Astorino’s politics, 
starting with unnecessary resistance 
to the affordable housing settlement, 
costing Westchester $25 million in 
federal grants. To Astorino’s credit, the 
county has complied with the settlement 
but it was messier than it should have 
been.

Between the outcry over last year’s 

gun show and his constant use of the 
term sanctuary county during the 
Immigrant Protection Act debate, 
Astorino has done more to divide the 
county’s citizens than unite them in the 
recent past.

There should be confidence that 
Latimer has the experience to step in and 
have a limited learning curve. Although 
he hasn’t served in White Plains since 
2004, the familiarity he has with the 
issues and how county government 
operates will serve him well.

His call for a state comptroller’s 
audit of county finances is worthwhile. 
Despite Astorino’s ads pointing to 
his record of adding up tax increases, 
in a tax cap world Latimer will be 
under scrutiny to deliver either zero 
increases or only small increases that 
are imperative to solidify the county’s 
finances.

Latimer has stated there is no need to 
privatize Westchester County Airport, 
which should be welcome news for the 
communities surrounding the facility 
and in the flight path.

He should also be able to have a 
productive working relationship with 
Albany, which would be a welcome 
change.

It’s time for a course correction 
in Westchester and Latimer is the 
candidate most likely to deliver in that 
regard.

Need for Change in Philosophy, Approach Gives Latimer the Nod 

By David Buchwald
This Election Day, New Yorkers 

have an opportunity to vote for ethics 
in government. You won’t see the 
words “anti-corruption” or “integrity” 
on the ballot, but make no mistake 
– these essential elements of trust in 
government are at the core of Proposal 
2, which will be put before voters on 
Nov. 7.

Proposal 2 seeks the public’s approval 
to amend our state constitution to 
“allow a court to reduce or revoke 
the public pension of a public officer 
who is convicted of a felony that has 
a direct and actual relationship to the 
performance of the public officer’s 
existing duties.”

If a majority of New Yorkers vote Yes 
on Proposal 2, no longer will pension 
dollars automatically go to felons sitting 
in jail who have violated their oaths 
of office. For crimes committed after 
the enactment of the constitutional 
amendment, not only would taxpayer 
money be saved, but also the message 
would go out that the Empire State 
no longer tolerates – and bankrolls – 

corruption. 
When I proposed a pension forfeiture 

constitutional amendment during my 
first year in the state Assembly (2013), 
I was told there was no chance of 
this idea passing in Albany. Criminal 
conduct among elected officials was 
all too common. 
Many ethics 
reforms had 
gone nowhere 
in our state 
capitol. The state 
Assembly was 
led by Sheldon 
Silver and the 
Senate headed 
by Dean Skelos, 
two men who 
would be forced 
from office after 
being embroiled 
in corruption 
scandals. 

But broad 
backing from the 
citizens of New 
York helped this 

idea overcome many hurdles, leading 
to the 2016 and early 2017 legislative 
passage of this proposed constitutional 
amendment, which placed the measure 
on this November’s ballot.

A vote in favor of Proposal 2 would 
send a clear message to state officials 

that we no 
longer tolerate 
corruption. 
Proposal 2 
empowers voters 
to respond by 
putting ethics 
reform directly 
in our state 
constitution. 
Don’t confuse 
this vote with 
the vote on 
Proposal 1, which 
asks whether 
New York State 
should hold a 
constitutional 
convention – 
a convention 
would likely deal 

with many other topics beyond ethics 
reform.

If voters overwhelmingly support 
the pension forfeiture amendment, 
Proposal 2, New Yorkers will then 
be on firm footing to pressure the 
Assembly and Senate to take up other 
needed reforms. These should include 
closing the “LLC loophole” that allows 
the use of limited liability corporations 
to funnel massive amounts of cash 
into election campaigns, and banning 
companies and individuals bidding on 
government contracts from making 
campaign contributions to state elected 
officials who have authority to approve 
or reject those bids.

A big win this Election Day for 
Proposal 2 would demonstrate that the 
public wants ethics reform. Too many 
people in Albany believe that ethics 
reform is something voters don’t care 
about. Prove them wrong; vote YES on 
Proposal 2.

Assemblyman David Buchwald 
(D-White Plains) represents the 93rd 
Assembly District. This op-ed originally 
appeared in the Gotham Gazette.

Voters Can Send a Message to Reform Albany By Approving Proposal 2
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If you are Medicare and/or 
Medicare and Medicaid Eligible
Join us for formal presentations with our licensed 
Senior Benefits Advisors to learn more about choosing a 
Medicare Advantage Plan

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE HEALTH PLAN SEMINARS

TimeVenue Address
Mount Kisco Public Library 100 East Main Street, Mt. Kisco 10549 (Conference Rm) 

Dates
Nov 13, 27, Dec 4  10:30 am

Warner Library 121 N. Broadway, Tarrytown 10591 (Room B) Nov 14, 28, Dec 5  10:30 am
Radisson Hotel 1 Radisson Plaza, New Rochelle 10801 (Restaurant)  Nov 1, 15, 29, Dec 6  10:00 am
White Plains YMCA 250 Mamaroneck Ave, White Plains 10605 (Community Room) Nov 2, 16, 30  10:00 am

For more information and to RSVP: 718-696-0205     TTY: 1-800-662-1220 
events@agewellnewyork.com     agewellnewyork.com/diners 

Light snacks will be provided.

AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with Medicare and Medicaid contracts. Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. A sales person will be present 
with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings call 866-586-8044 and TTY/TDD 800-662-1220.  AgeWell New York complies with 
applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de 
derechosciviles aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. ATTENTION: If you speak Spanish, language assistance services, 
free of charge, are available to you.  Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos deasistencia lingüística. Llame 
al 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). Assistance services for other languages are also available free of charge at the number above. H4922_Diner4002 Accepted 08112017

Grassy Sprain Diner 477 Tuckahoe Rd, Yonkers 10710 Nov 9, 22     2:30 pm

Bronxville Library 201 Pondfield Rd, Bronxville 10708 ((Board Room) Nov 3, 17  10:30 am
Yonkers Riverfront Library 1 Larkin Center, Yonkers 10701 (Community Room B) Nov 6, 20  10:30 am
Maple Center 35 Maple Avenue, New Rochelle 10801 Nov 8 2: 00 pm

Police Blotter
Elmsford Man Sentenced to 50 Years to 
Life for Shooting Death

Dontae Degree

Dontae Degree (DOB 9/26/1986) of 
Elmsford, has been sentenced to 50 years 
to life in state prison for the fatal shooting 
of a passenger sitting in a parked car in 
Yonkers in 2015, and seriously wounding 
the man in the driver’s seat.

Dontae Degree was found guilty by a 
jury in February of one count of Murder 
in the Second Degree, a class “A” Felony; 
one count of Attempted Murder in the 
Second Degree, a class “B” Felony; one 

count of Assault in the First Degree, 
a class “B” Felony and one count of 
Criminal Possession of a Weapon in the 
Second Degree, a class “C” Felony.

On Aug.25, 2015 at approximately 1:35 
p.m., several gunshots rang out in front 
of 127 Morningside Avenue in Yonkers. 
A Yonkers Police Officer who was nearby 
raced to the location and discovered two 
men who had been shot sitting in the 
front seats of a Hyundai Sonata.

Degree crept up behind the car 
occupied by his victims and fired 
multiple shots at them.

Kenneth Hill who was sitting in the 
front passenger seat was killed. Roylin 
Fairclough was seriously injured but 
survived.

Hill was shot in the head, neck and 
spinal cord. Fairclough was shot in the 
head, right shoulder and back. He was 
taken to Jacobi Medical Center where he 
underwent surgery.

Yonkers Police commenced an 
investigation, and Degree was arrested 
on Oct. 19, 2015 and remanded.  

Police Officer Pleads Guilty to 
Vehicular Manslaughter 

Harry Kyreakedes (DOB 12/1/89) 
pled guilty before Judge Barry Warhit 
to one count of Vehicular Manslaughter 
in the First Degree, a class “C” Felony; 
one count of Aggravated Driving While 

Intoxicated Per Se, an unclassified 
Misdemeanor, in the death of Isaac Ward 
(DOB 3/12/89).

On Jan. 1, 2017, Kyreakedes, an off-
duty New Rochelle Police Officer, was 
out drinking with friends, including the 
victim, at a bar in Dobbs Ferry. After 
a period of time, they drove to White 
Plains to frequent another bar.

On Jan. 2, 2017 just before 3 a.m., all 
four men left taking two vehicles. The 
victim got into the passenger seat of the 
Kyreakedes’ SUV. Kyreakedes initially 
drove southbound on Mamaroneck 
Avenue and eventually headed back 
northbound at which point he crashed 
into a parking meter, a stop sign and into 
a tree in front of the CVS located at 325 
Mamaroneck Ave.

The White Plains Police and Fire 
Departments responded to the scene. 
The victim had sustained serious injuries 
and was unresponsive. He was given 
CPR at the scene and was then taken 
to White Plains Hospital where he was 
pronounced dead.

Kyreakedes was pinned in the driver’s 
compartment. He needed to be extricated 
from the vehicle and suffered extensive 
injuries to one of his legs. He was taken 
to Westchester Medical Center where 
samples of his blood were obtained via a 
court order and search warrant. Analysis 
of those samples showed that the blood 

alcohol content (BAC) at the time of the 
crash was more than .18 percent.

Kyreakedes will be sentenced on Jan. 
5 2018

ELECTION 2017 
– WHITE PLAINS 
COMMON COUNCIL
continued from page 13
continue to require developers to pay for 
the costs of new parkland and to provide 
the appropriate amount of new affordable 
housing within their residential sites. I 
will continue to assess each new proposal 
on its merits but also within our zoning 
ordinance, treating each proposal fairly 
and in accord with the laws of our city and 
state,” he said.

As well, Martin promotes strong support 
of White Plains downtown businesses 
where possible. He supports an expansion 
of the Business Improvement District to 
extend down to the important city gateway 
of the train station and also to extend to 
the White Plains Hospital area. He believes 
both of these areas deserve the attention 
and proven positive impact of the BID 
but hurdles remain. “Because current state 
tax cap law includes even the self-assessed 
BID fees, I will continue to seek ways to 
accomplish this important goal for our 
downtown,” Martin said.
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Carol Ann DePalo
Carol Ann DePalo, 56, of Elmsford, 

passed away on Oct. 26.
Carol was born in North Tarrytown on 

July 22, 1961 to Margaret and Clement 
Sordillo. She graduated from Irvington 
High School, and was a dedicated 
employee of 28 years to the Sleepy Hollow 
Country Club. 

Married on July 15, 1994, Carol was a 
devoted wife to Rocco L. DePalo and an 
amazing mother to Devon M. DePalo, 
Meaghan A. Caruso, Joseph C. Picarelli, 
and Rocco L. DePalo, Jr. She was the 
eldest loving sister to JoAnn Seipel and 
Ellen Sordillo, and grandmother to four: 
Aaron, Louis, Zachary, and the newest 
addition, baby Elizabeth (due Nov 2017). 

Carol was an amazing friend who has 
touched so many lives and will be sadly 
missed. She is predeceased by her parents 
as well as her baby sister Ellen.

Marie C. Meehan
Marie Meehan died Oct. 23 in White 

Plains.
She was born Jan. 26, 1928 in Irvington 

to Anna Robertine and James DeOrio. 
She lived there and in Tarrytown and 
White Plains until she was married. 

Marie worked as a waitress in Schraff ’s 
Restaurant on Main Street while dating 
Arthur (Siddy) T. Meehan during his 
time overseas during WWII. Many a 
time she recounted the scene on Main 
Street on VJ Day when buildings emptied 
and people poured into the street to 
celebrate.

Marie and Siddy got engaged when he 
was discharged from the Army in 1945. 
They married on December 13, 1947 
and lived in White Plains, then bought a 
house in Katonah and finally settled back 
to Fulton Park, White Plains. 

Arthur predeceased Marie on May 31, 
1990.

In her later years Marie enjoyed 
conversing with neighbors, shopping, 
going out to lunch and taking care of her 
son’s two small dogs, which she loved 
immensely. 

She is survived by three children son 
Dennis J. and wife Coleen of Hamden, 
Conn. and their five children, Monica, 
Erin, John, Kelli and Matthew and five 
great-grandchildren, Molli, Lyla, Jack, 
Luke and Henry. Daughter Patricia A. 
Steckler and husband Peter of Beaufort, 
South Carolina and step-daughter Leah 
of Arlington, Virginia. Son Terence A. 
and wife Elizabeth of White Plains.

Nelson Alfred Merritt
Nelson Alfred Merritt, formerly of 

Pleasantville, White Plains and Danbury, 
and husband of the late Mary Cory 
Merritt, Oct. 21, 2017 at the age of 97, in 
Mystic, Conn. 

Born in Noank, Conn., he was the son 
of the late Francis Lawton Merritt and 
Althea Montgomery Merritt. Nelson was 
a loving and devoted husband, father, 
grandfather and great grandfather and 
will be deeply missed.

Carmela Cannella
Carmela Cannella, 82, passed away 

Oct. 21, at Myrtle Beach Estates. 
She was born April 6, 1935 in Corleone 

Palermo, Italy, a daughter of the late 
Salvatore and Biaggia Saporito DiPuma. 

In addition to her parents Mrs. Cannella 
was preceded by one brother, Nicola 
DiPuma, and one sister, Lucia Profita. 
Carmela was a loving wife, mother, 
grandmother, sister and friend. 

Carmela, in her younger years loved to 
dance. She was a Lady that always enjoyed 
cooking and providing for her family. Mrs. 
Cannella is survived by her husband, John 
Cannella, three sons, Anthony Cannella 
(Mary Ellen), Joseph Cannella (Alison) 
and Sal Cannella (Laura), one daughter 

Lucy Neve (Frank), one sister, Josephine 
DiPalermo, 11 grandchildren, two great-
grandchildren and many other family and 
friends who will miss her dearly. 

Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated 
on Oct. 26, at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Church, Elmsford. Entombment at 
The Rosewood Mausoleum in Ferncliff 
Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers memorials may be 
made to: Alzheimers Association 1039 
44th Ave. N Myrtle Beach SC 29577 
or Dementia Research Foundation 14 
Flicker Drive Greenville SC 29609.

Obituaries
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ABUSED by CLERGY? 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!  
Contact us about the Archdiocese of New York  

and Diocese of Brooklyn Sexual Abuse  
Compensation Programs (IRCP)
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Legal Notice
United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of Minnesota

In re: Crosier Fathers and Brothers Province, Inc., Case No. 17-41681
In re: Crosier Fathers of Onamia, Case No. 17-41682

In re: The Crosier Community of Phoenix, Case No. 17-41683

If you were sexually or physically abused by any priest, brother, or other 
person connected with the Crosiers, or have any other claim against  

the Crosiers, you must file a claim by December 15, 2017.  

For more information, visit www.crosier.org or call 612-335-1407.
For U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Minnesota information, 

visit www.mnb.uscourts.gov. 
For advice about your rights, contact an attorney.  
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Mighty Quinn’s BBQ at the Westchester 
Mall. Had a fine sampling of Mighty 
Quinn’s Texas Chili and Founder’s Beer 
recently during a special fall promotional 
evening at Savor, the new food court at The 
Westchester Mall in White Plains. I became 
a big fan of Mighty Quinn’s BBQ when they 
opened on lower 2nd Avenue in Manhattan 
back in 2012. On hand to greet guests and 
answer questions were co-founders Micha 
Magid and Pit Master Hugh Magnum. 

After tasting their delicious chili, we 
just had to have an order of their fabulous 
brisket, too, with sides of burnt ends 
baked beans and sweet potato. A bottle of 
Founder’s helped wash it all down. 

Savor at The Westchester has filled in a 
bit. Food vendors now also include: Tomato 
& Co., Hai Street Kitchen, Juice Generation, 
Whitman’s New York, and Bluestone Lane 
Coffee. There are multiple seating areas 
including an outdoor patio with fire pit, 
a gaming area for children, TVs, and a 
schedule of live entertainment. Glad to have 
Mighty Quinn’s in Westchester. 

Mighty Quinn’s BBQ at The Westchester, 
125 Westchester Ave., White Plains. Phone: 
914-821-1011; www.mightyquinnsbbq.
com.

Social Hours at Mediterraneo, White 
Plains. I have mentioned the great happy 
hour deals at the newly relocated Morton’s 
Steak House on Mamaroneck Ave. Well, 
newish Mediterraneo on the corner of Main 
& Court Streets, part of the Z Hospitality 
Group of restaurants in Westchester and 
Fairfield County, also serves up special 
‘Social Hours’ Monday through Friday from 
4 to 6 p.m. Dropped in on one of them the 
other day and lingered in the bar/lounge as 
the after-work crowd built up. Good deals 
are beer, wine and wood-fired Margherita 
pizzas which are 50% off. The pizza was a 
nice size, too, easily sharable. Check it out! 

Mediterraneo is located at 189 
Main Street, White Plains. Municipal 
parking. Phone: 914-448-8800; www.
mediterraneoofwhiteplains.com. 

Chicken & Waffles at Smokehouse 
Tailgate Grill. I have made several visits 

to this BBQ restaurant in Mamaroneck 
over the past few months, especially 
during their Happy Hours, which run all 
day Mondays. There are specially priced 
beers and appetizers. Their changing craft 
beer selection is quite good. The staff is 
knowledgeable about what they have on 
tap and always find me a pleasant brew. 
Recently, I ordered their Waffle & Fried 
Chicken Sliders and they were delicious, 
served with house maple syrup sauce. 
The crusty yet tender chicken was truly 
memorable, and the waffles were a perfect 
foil for the syrup. The original Smokehouse 
Tailgate Grill is located at 606 North 
Ave., New Rochelle, not far from IONA 
College. (914-813-8686). It is more rustic. 
The Mamaroneck space is more formal 
with its modern design and graphics. 
Looking forward to trying more of their 
offerings. Smokehouse Tailgate Grill, 320 
Mamaroneck Ave., Mamaroneck. Phone: 
914-341-165; www.smokehousechili.com.

Sunday Buffet Brunch Returns to 
Mamma Francesca. A lavish Sunday 
Brunch Buffet, all-you-can-eat with a 
complimentary champagne, Bellini and 
sangria, has returned to Mamma Francesca 
in New Rochelle. It is served from 11:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Cost is $25 per person; $12 
children. A 3-course Early Bird Dinner is 
served Monday through Saturday from 3 
to 6 p.m. Cost is $14.95 per person. When 
Nick DiCostanzo was growing up on the 

Island of Ischia on the Coast of Naples in 
Italy, his earliest memories where of the 
simple seaside meals he would enjoy with 
his family, farm-to-table and of course 
sea-to-table. As proprietor of Mamma 
Francesca for over 30 years, located on 
the banks of Long Island Sound with six-
story views of the ‘Queen City’s’ seafaring 
boat clubs, this culinary philosophy still 
holds true. There is also a talented new 
kitchen staff preparing robust specialties: 
fresh Ischia Salad; individual sized pizza; 
Giant Meatballs; good retro versions of 
Chicken, Veal or Shrimp Parmigiana; 
Mamma’s Chicken Breast Europeo, stuffed 
with prosciutto, mozzarella, mushrooms 
and spinach in a Marsala wine sauce; a 
big platter of Misto Frutti di Mare loaded 
with served with sliced potatoes, peppers, 
mushrooms and onions. 

Mamma Francesca is located at 414 
Pelham Road, New Rochelle. Open for 
lunch, dinner and Sunday Brunch seven 
days a week. Daily Happy Hours from 3 to 8 
p.m. Monday through Saturday includes $4 
beers and $5 cocktails. Party facilities and 

off-premise catering. Free parking. Phone: 
914-636-1229; www.mammafrancesca.
com.

Chowhound.com, If you are passionate 
about your cooking and dining and you enjoy 
sharing your experiences, you may want to 
participate on an online discussion forum 
called Chowhound.com. It was originally 
founded by Jim Leff and Bob Okumura in 
1997, foodies with an unquenchable hunger 
for everything culinary. Chowhound.com 
now sports a new colorful format and offers 
quick posting and response times on many 
of your favorite food-related topics, along 
with posts from regions across the country 
and abroad. There is a West/Conn Board, 
Manhattan Board, NJ Board, etc., and 
cooking forums as well. You are welcome 
to join the conversation or just look in from 
time to time. There is no cost to register. Go 
to: www.chowhound.com.   

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing 
consultant and former editor of a restaurant 
trade magazine. He has been tracking and 
writing about the food & dining scene 
in greater Westchester for 30 years. He 
may be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net.

MENU MOVERS AND SHAKERS by Morris Gut
A Cornucopia of Fall Flavors Continued …

Pit master Hugh Magnum (right) and Micha Magid 
of  Mighty Quinn’s BBQ

Social hour pizza at Mediterraneo, White Plains. 

Fried chicken and waffles at Smokehouse Tailgate 
Grill, Mamaroneck 
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The Examiner is happy to help spread 
the word about your community event. 
Please submit your information at 
least three weeks prior to your event to 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com. For a full 
listing of the upcoming week’s events, visit 
www.theexaminernews.com and click on 
Happenings.

Tuesday, Oct. 31
Tuesdays @ Dorry’s. Join us as we have 

a conversation with Milagros Lecuona, 
a member of White Plains’ Common 
Council, currently a candidate for Mayor 
comes to Dorry’s one week before the 
election, to share her vision for the city, 
and to respond to our questions. No 
reservations are needed. Tuesdays @ 
Dorry’s is coordinated by Dorry’s friends 
at Memorial United Methodist Church 
and Congregation Kol Ami, and brings 
participants from a cross-section of our 
communities. Weekly Table Talk 6 to 7 
p.m. Food ordering starts at 5:15 p.m. 
Dorry’s Diner, 468 Mamaroneck Ave., 
White Plains; 914-682-0005.

Halloween Organ Spooktacular. 
Come in costume and enjoy a 30-minute 
concert of organ classics. Featuring 
Helga Bartus on the organ with The 
Reformed Church of Bronxville’s choir 
and the Bronxville Ballet. Treats to 
follow. All ages welcome. The Reformed 
Church of Bronxville, 180 Pondfield Rd., 
Bronxville. 4 p.m. Free. Info: 914-337-
6776 or visit www.reformedchurch.org.

Wednesday, Nov. 1
Farmer’s Market. The White Plains 

Downtown Farmer’s Market is open for 
the season, Wednesdays, temporarily 
moved to the Court Street parking 
lot (located on Court Street between 
Quarropas Street and East Post Road) 
while improvements are made to Court 
Street between Main and Martine, 
its customary home; 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
through Nov. 22. 

Free Noon Concert. Downtown 
Music at Grace presents The Memling 
Ensemble – Yevgeny Faniuk, flute, Cecee 
Pantikian, violin, Vincent Lionti, viola, 
and Nicholas Tzavaras, violoncello. Four 
of the most exciting musicians of our 
generation join forces for this program 
which includes the Johan Halvorsen 
Passacaglia on a theme by G. F. Handel, a 
Serenade by Max Reger, and the Mozart 
Flute Quartet in D Major, K. 435. A 
Downtown Music debut. 12:10 p.m. Free, 
30-minute concert. The concert will be 
held in Grace Church at Main St. and 
Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains and is 
made possible, in part, with the generous 
support of Scarsdale Medical Group.

Lunchtime Meditation At The 
Library. A weekly Meditation program 
at the library. No registration or 

equipment necessary. Starts promptly at 
12:15 p.m. Brief beginning instruction 
will be followed by silent meditation. An 
experienced guest teacher will attend the 
first Wednesday of each month. White 
Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave., White 
Plains. For information call 914-422-
1496 or 

Voting Rights in New York: Purges, 
Problems, Solutions. The League 
of Women Voters of the Rivertowns 
presents this program discussing voter 
purges in New York State, automatic 
voter registration and legal and technical 
solutions to improve access to the ballot. 
Peter Egziabher from the Brennan 
Center for Justice will be the featured 
speaker. A continental breakfast will be 
served. Copper’s Mill Restaurant at the 
Westchester Marriott, 670 White Plains 
Rd., Tarrytown. 8:30 a.m. Suggested 
donation: $12. RSVP required. Info and 
RSVP: 484-431-4946 or e-mail info@
lwv-rivertowns.org.

Thursday, Nov. 2
Holocaust & Human Rights 

Education Center Professional 
Development Workshop: Teaching 
About Race and Racism. This workshop 
explores commonly held beliefs and 
biases that influence an educator’s ability 
to be responsive to all students. Engage 
in personal reflection, learn strategies 
for facilitating difficult conversations, 
plan student-centered instruction and 
investigate ways to include teaching 
about implicit bias, race, racism, police 
violence and crimes against humanity in 
your academic instruction. Participants 
will receive “use tomorrow” classroom 
resources, publications from Teaching 
Tolerance, a project of the Southern 
Poverty Law Center and four CTLE 
credit hours. Suitable for educators 
from kindergarten through college. Iona 
College’s Spellman Hall, Thomas J. Burke 
Lounge, 715 North Ave., New Rochelle. 
3 to 7 p.m. Free. RSVP required. Info 
and RSVP: Contact Julia Scallero at 
914-696-0738, visit https://hhrecny.
z2systems.com/np/clients/hhrecny/
event.jsp?event=50 or e-mail jscallero@
hhrecny.org.

MLK Library Poetry Slam. The 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Freedom Library 
invites the public to an evening of 
creative rhymes and inspirational poetry. 
Come with one of your own poems to 
read or come to hear some great poems 
by others. Poetry should be based on 
Martin Luther King, African Americans, 
Peace, Nonviolence and related topics. 
6:30 p.m. The event is free and open to 
everyone.  It takes place in the Thomas 
H. Slater Center, 2 Fisher Court, White 
Plains, NY 10601. Refreshments will be 
served.

Give Us the Ballot: An Evening With 
Voting Rights Journalist and Historian 
Ari Berman. Award-winning journalist 
Ari Berman, named one of the “50 most 
influential political pundits” in the U.S. 
by “Business Insider,” will discuss the 
Voting Rights Act before answering 
audience questions and signing copies of 
his book, “Give Us the Ballot: The Modern 
Struggle for Voting Rights in America.” 
ArtsWestchester, 31 Mamaroneck Ave., 
White Plains. 7 to 8:30 p.m. $20. Info: 
Visit www.artswestchester.org.

Friday, Nov. 3
Freedom Sings! Songs of the Civil 

Rights Movement. Legendary musicians 
and storytellers Kim and Reggie Harris 
discuss and perform traditional African-
American spirituals and freedom songs 
in an interactive performance. They 
combine a strong folk and gospel legacy 
with a solid background in classical, 
rock and pop music. ArtsWestchester, 
31 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains. 7 to 
8:30 p.m. $15. Info and tickets: 914-428-
4220 or visit www.artswestchester.org.

WCC Film Series: “Dark Horse.” 
Based on a true rags-to-riches story, 
some locals convinced to invest in the 
breeding of a championship race horse. 
While initially not promising, the 
stallion has as much heart as strength. 
Although a horrific tragedy ensues, a 
happy ending prevails.   
The third of six Friday 
evening screenings. 
Westchester 
Community College’s 
Gateway Center, 
Davis Auditorium, 
75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. Doors 
open at 7:10 p.m. 
Refreshments at 7:20 
p.m. Screening at 7:45 
p.m. $11. Seniors: $10. Info and tickets: 
914-723-3186.

Black Violin Classical Bloom Tour. 
Classically trained musicians, Wilner 
“Wil B” Baptiste (viola) and Kevin “Kev 
Marcus” Sylvester (violin) met as high 
school orchestra nerds; today they play 
genre-bending music, radically fusing 
hip-hop and pop with classical to create 
a kaleidoscope of sounds uniquely their 
own. Purchase College Concert Hall, 
735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 8 
p.m. $17.50, $27.50, $40 and $50. Info: 
and tickets: 914-251-6200 or visit www.
artscenter.org.

Saturday, Nov. 4
Teaching Trails: A Community Path 

for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 

home or which plant makes its own 
heat. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Also Nov. 
5, 18, 19 and 26. Info: 914-723-3470 or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

The Really Big Show. Morgan Stanley 
is partnering with Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Family Services of Westchester 
to host this charitable fundraiser and 
variety show in the tradition of “The 
Ed Sullivan Show.” Headlining this 
year’s event will be actor and comedian 
Jay Leno with an additional guest 
performance by Broadway star and 
two-time Tony Award nominee Norm 
Lewis. Joining Leno and Lewis will be 
singers, songwriters, ensembles and 
more, with former New York Giants 
running back Tiki Barber serving as 
emcee. The Performing Arts Center at 
Purchase College, 735 Anderson Hill 
Rd., Purchase. 6 p.m. Tickets starting at 
$150. Info and tickets: 914-251-6200.

Sunday, Nov. 5
Frightfully Fun Festival Halloween 

Event. Calling all White Plains ghosts, 
witches, princesses, Jedi knights, 
Hogwarts students, and super heroes. 
Come on down to Court Street 
(between Main St & Martine Ave) in 
costume from Noon to 4 p.m. Enjoy 
this bewitching holiday in a safe, fun, 

and festive atmosphere 
with music, crafts, magic, 
pumpkin picking, hay 
maze, refreshments and 
plenty of treats for all. 
This year’s event will 
feature a Masquerade 
Parade in the downtown 
for all to participate in 
or enjoy as a spectator. 
Prizes awarded for many 
costume categories. 

The afternoon promises to be fun for 
families, preschoolers and elementary 
age children. Most of the activities are 
free but there is a nominal charge for 
some venues. (This event had originally 
been scheduled for Oct. 29.)

All-Mozart Piano Concert. Adam 
Kent performs in this family-friendly 
concert featuring rondos, sonatas, 
variations and other works by the 
beloved genius from Salzburg, as well as 
an imaginary encounter between Mozart 
and another celebrated son of Vienna 
from a later century, Sigmund Freud. 
Community Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation, 468 Rosedale Ave., White 
Plains. 12:30 p.m.  Suggested donation: 
$20. Students and seniors: $10. Children 
(13 and under): $5. Maximum family 
donation is $45. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.cucwp.org/concert-series. 
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ADOPTION
Loving family from Europe, looking to 
adopt a baby into home filled with hap-
piness, security, unconditional love. We 
whole-heartedly welcome a child of any 
race/ethnicity. Please contact Chantal, 
Geoffrey and big brother Noah, through 
our NY adoption agency! 1-914-939-1180
adopt@foreverfamiliesthroughadoption.
org

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUCTIONS
TAX FORECLOSURE AUCTIONS, 
SULLIVAN COUNTY. Homes, Land & 
Seasonal Properties. Online Only Ending 
November 8 @ 10AM at NYSAuctions.
com. 800-243-0061 AAR, Inc. & HAR, 
Inc. Free info: www.NYSauctions.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HELP WANTED
INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX PRE-
PARER/MANAGER YORKTOWN 
HEIGHTS solo accounting firm seeks 
an efficient and organized individual to 
manage small income tax practice and 
prepare returns for the 2018 tax season.  
Candidate must possess sufficient knowl-
edge and experience to prepare all types 
of individual returns with little or no su-
pervision.  Excellent annual opportunity 
for someone looking to be involved with 
the tax season without an overwhelming 
commitment.  Make your own hours be-
ginning in February.  Reply to taxpracti-
ceny@gmail.com.

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF THE 
ORGANIZED YOU, LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with SSNY on 9.12.17. Office in 
Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon home process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail  
process to 130 Pelham Rd., New  
Rochelle, NY, 10805. Purpose: Any law-
ful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LUIS 
CAMILO FILMS, LLC. Arts of Org filed 
with SSNY on 8/29/17. Office in West-
chester County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
1160 Midland Ave., Apt. 3J, Bronxville, 
NY 10708: Purpose: Any lawful pur-
pose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
EDROCK, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 08/18/2017. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY is desig-
nated as agent upon whom process against 
the LLC may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICA-
TION FOR AUTHORITY OF FOR-
EIGN LIMITED LIABILITY COMPA-
NY Name:  MAIN STRING MACHINE, 
LLC Date of filing of Application for 
Authority with New York State Depart-
ment of State: 08/15/2017 Jurisdiction 
and Date of Organization:  New Jersey on 
07/11/2017 Office Location: Westchester 
County Street Address of Principal Busi-
ness Location:  None Secretary of State of 
State of New York (SSNY) designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: Main String Machine, LLC, 2 
Cortland Street, Suite 1A, Mount Vernon, 
NY 10550 Address Required in Jurisdic-
tion of Organization:  Main String Ma-
chine, LLC, 2 Cortland Street, Suite 1A, 
Mount Vernon, New York 10550 Cer-
tificate of Organization filed with the 
Treasurer, State of New Jersey, 33 West 
State Street, Trenton, New Jersey 08608 
Purpose: any and all lawful business.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HAPPY 
HILL FARM LLC.  Arts of Org filed with 
the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 9/1/17.  
Office loc:  Westchester.  SSNY designat-
ed as agent upon whom process may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to:  111 
Eighth Avenue, New York, NY 10010.  
Purpose:  any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NAJO 
Consulting, LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 09/21/2017. Office Loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. The 
Post Office address to which the SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any process against 
NAJO Consulting, LLC served upon 
him/her is: 2 Glen Wood Road, Mill-
wood, NY 10546. The principal business 
address of NAJO Consulting, LLC is 2 
Glen Wood Road, Millwood, NY 10546.  
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SLP 
TALENT HUNTRESS, LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 6/12/17. Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: 10 Stew-
ard Place, Suite 9FE, White Plains, NY 
10603. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HA-
LITE PARTNERS, LLC.  Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
12/30/16.  Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail process to 
the principal business address: 156 Great 
Oak Lane, Pleasantville, NY 10570. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SAN-
DRA WONG GEROUX LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/27/2017.  Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 647 Forest Av-
enue, Larchmont, NY 10538. Purpose: 
any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MARIE-
NIA, LLC. Filed with SSNY on 8/26/17. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to Opal Bailey at 
P.O. Box 665, Amawalk, NY 10501. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NDC 
PORT CHESTER, LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with New York Secretary 
of State (‘NS”) on October 5, 2017. Office 
is located at 30 Westchester Avenue, Port 
Chester, New York 10573, Westchester 
County. NS is designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served. NS shall 
mail service of process to Diana Colo-
rado at 320 Central Avenue, Englewood, 
New Jersey 07631.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KILLI-
METT DATA CONSULTING, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New York (SSNY) on Sept 
6th 2017.  Location: Westchester County. 

SSNY designated as agent for service of 
process on LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: To pro-
vide data management consulting. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION 100 WATTS 
CONSULTING, LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 10/20/2017. Loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 120 Brite Ave., 
Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any law-
ful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION MPC 
HOLDINGS, LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 10/12/2017. Loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process to: 
80 Random Farms Dr., Chappaqua, NY 
10514. Purpose: Any lawful acts.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
BY ORDER OF THE BANKRUPTCY 
COURT 3BR Home w/Apartment Auc-
tion: 11/15 @11AM 10+/- Acres, 2-Car 
Garage, Beautiful Views & Pond, Fayston, 
VT THCAuction.com ? 800-634-7653

Wooded upstate NY land with LAKES, 
PONDS & STREAMS being liquidated 
NOW! 20 tracts! 2 to 41 acres! 50-60% 
below market! No closing costs! Owner 
terms! 888-905-8847 NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds
@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication
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People often say that the 
most important thing they 
seek in their home life is 
peace and quiet. While some 
people can live happily with 
the most extraordinary noise 
surrounding them, such as 
those living near an airport, 
others seem to be more 
sensitive to less extraneous 
sounds, such as passing cars. 

I have learned through 
the years that there are times 
when you can do something 
about noise in your living 
environment and, other times, 
you’re just out of luck.

A neighbor of mine recently 
asked me if I was annoyed 
by any noise in my condo building, 
and I answered that I wasn’t. My unit 
has always been like a tomb, while he 
complains of hearing rock music every 
night but can’t identify its source. He 
also he says he hears a motor from the 
roof, and again, while I also live on the 
top floor, I don’t hear a thing. I’m lucky I 
guess, but there have been times when I 
haven’t been.

At one time, my single-family home 
was located diagonally across from 
Guiding Eyes for the Blind before it 
installed soundproof kennels. Every 
day, a contingent of 140 dogs barked 

incessantly while outside 
“socializing” with each other. 
It was unbearable to me and 
many of my neighbors. 

Together, we formed a 
committee to deal with a 
less than cooperative CEO 
at the time to force the 
organization to be a more 
accommodating neighbor. 
That made us unpopular with 
some people who thought 
it was unreasonable for us 
to challenge an institution 
that did such noble work. 
Then again, these people 
didn’t live in the immediate 
neighborhood. But our 
campaign eventually brought 

results with needed soundproofing.
When I lived in apartments in the city, 

I could go nuts about a noisy neighbor 
above me or to either side of me. And 
when I fell in love with and bought 
my first home in Brooklyn Heights, 
I found that it sat directly over the A 
train subway line. Visiting dinner guests 
would sometimes have a look of mild 
panic when the rumbling train barreled 
below us. “What is that?” they would ask 
as though they might be experiencing 
the city’s first earthquake. 

We loved the house and learned to 
accept the noise. In fact, when the transit 

workers went on strike for a week, we 
missed the sound that lulled and vibrated 
us to sleep at night.

Those who live in a single-family 
house expect to be spared the kind of 
noise pollution that one might face in 
an apartment, co-op or condo with 
common walls.  But we have all of the 
outdoors to carry annoying sound waves 
– lawn mowers, leaf blowers, cars and 
trucks.  

In our region, the Department of 
Transportation helps those residents 
who live close to major highways by 
erecting tall sound barrier walls. When 
installed on both sides of a highway, 
it can be much like passing through a 
tunnel without a ceiling. I really hate 
the fact that some of these walls are now 
appearing on secondary roads, such 
as on Route 6, which traverses upper 
Westchester.   

It is estimated that as much as 90 
percent of outdoor noise comes inside 
via windows and doors. Good insulated 
windows are the best defense to prevent 
outdoor noise from becoming indoor 
noise.

If you happen to live in an apartment, 
co-op or condo, the concern is more 
about how protective the ceiling and 
floor insulation is. There is a reason 
why many units for sale are promoted 
with such phrases as “no one above 

or below” or “end unit with only one 
shared wall.” But if you find that you’re 
sharing too much of your neighbors’ 
personal lives, there are companies that 
sell soundproofing wallboard to add as a 
second skin for more privacy.

Another option for quieting your 
space and mind is to create white noise 
or more pleasant distracting noise to 
take the edge off the irritating noise. I 
have a sound effects device that I used 
to take with me on road trips when I 
had to stay in hotels or motels on busy 
highways. It creates the sound of ocean 
waves, waterfalls, rain and a variety of 
other soothing sounds.

Instead of covering your ears and 
living other peoples’ lives, you can make 
your own privacy by addressing sound 
pollution creatively. Of course, the most 
direct protection to unwanted noise are 
earphones from an iPod or, simpler yet, 
old-fashioned ear plugs. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Noise at Home: What You Can and Can’t Do About It
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EXAMINER SPORTS

By Albert Coqueran
Joe Spagnolo or “Spags” as he is 

well known, tenured at Stepinac High 
School for 10 years, while serving as 
Assistant Head Coach and Offensive 
Coordinator for the Crusaders Varsity 
Football Team.  

After the 2016 season, Spagnolo 
accepted an offer from his alma 
mater Iona Prep (’98), to become the 
Gaels Head Football Coach, after the 
departure of longtime Head Coach Vic 
Quirolo. In his first season at the helm 
of the Gaels, Spagnolo lead Iona to the 
2016 CHSFL AA Championship.

On Saturday, Spagnolo returned to 
Stepinac for the first time as the Head 
Coach of Iona Prep Football. What 
he brought with him was the second 
defeat this season for the Crusaders and 
another classic high school gridiron 
contest.

Iona Prep (5-3, 4-3 CHSFL AAA) 
needed a win against Stepinac, (6-2, 
5-2 AAA) to stay relevant for a good 
seed in the upcoming AAA Playoffs. 
Both Stepinac and Iona had already 
lost to second place Cardinal Hayes 
High School this season. But Stepinac 
trounced AAA first place St. Anthony’s, 
38-19, while Iona lost to the Friars 14-7, 
this season.

Therefore, Stepinac was surely the 
favorite to beat the Gaels on Saturday, 
despite Iona running-up 70 points 
against St. Peter’s High School, in their 
previous game, in a 70-13 win.

On Saturday, Stepinac was upholding 
their annual tradition of The Joseph R. 
Riverso Memorial Game, in honor of 
their former coach, player and teacher, 
the late Joe Riverso, who was killed 
tragically in the World Trade Center 
attacks on September 11, 2001. 

The game was an epic football contest 
that went back and forth in scoring 
until Stepinac made the ultimate 
blunder in the fourth quarter. They 
positioned running back Atrilleon 
Williams at quarterback, who opted to 
pass on fourth down and two yards for 
a first down, while the Crusaders were 
threatening to score on the Iona 14-
yard line. 

The same play had worked previously 
in the fourth quarter with 7:45 
remaining in the game. But that time 
“Trill” at quarterback decided to run 
and scored from the 23-yard line to put 
Stepinac in the lead 34-31.

However, with 3:42 left in the game 
and Stepinac ahead, 34-31, for some 
reason Williams decided to pass rather 
than run for at the least the first down. 
The ball was intercepted by Gaels 
speedy defensive back Joseph Colalo-
Coppola, who ran it back 78 yards to 

the Stepinac 12-yard line.
“We shot ourselves in the foot, we had 

a chance to ice the game and Trill threw 
a pick. It was not his fault, he made 
so many great plays for us today, we 
decided to put the ball in his hands and 
it did not workout,” stated Crusaders 
Head Coach Mike O’Donnell.

What was more bizarre in this game 
was how Stepinac was able to get the ball 
to the 14-yard line when they missed 
their opportunity to close the game. 

At 7:25 of the fourth quarter, Iona 
QB Derek Robertson hit wide receiver 
Kl’Shyne Shipmon with a 52-yard pass 
play. Shipmon was about to cross the 
goal line, to put Iona in the lead, when 
“Trill” stripped the ball out of his hands 
and ran it back to the 40-yard line of 
Iona.

After the interception and run back 
by Colalo-Coppola, the Gaels were in 
position to tie the game with a field goal. 
However, Spagnolo opted not to kick 
and did not score.

However, after Stepinac was stopped 
on downs, a poor punt put the Gaels right 
back in scoring position on the Crusaders 
30-yard line. This time Spagnolo and the 
Gaels did not miss. Robertson threw a 

12-yard pass to Sean Fleming in the end 
zone for a touchdown. 

The Gaels celebrated a 38-34 win in the 
culmination of a frantic rivalry contest.

“We had the height match-up. Sean 
(Fleming) is six feet-four inches, so 
we told the team, if Stepinac rolled the 
coverage this way then we would go with 
the one-on-one with Sean over the top, 
which would be a jump ball,” reviewed 
Spagnolo. 

Robertson for the Iona Prep and 
Williams for Stepinac were the MVPs 
of the Joe Riverso Game. Both Players 
received $250 scholarship checks 
from the Joseph R. Riverso Memorial 
Foundation.

Stepinac Losses to Arch Rival Iona Prep in Another Gridiron Classic
Joe Spagnolo Returns for First Time

 ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS
Joe Spagnolo (left) returned to Stepinac for the 
first time as Head Coach of  Iona Prep football, 
after working 10 years as Crusaders Assistant 
Coach under (right) Head Coach Mike O’Donnell. 
Quarterback Derek Robertson (center) was the 
MVP for the Gaels and Trill Williams (not pictured) 
was the Stepinac MVP, of  the Joseph R Riverso 
Memorial Game.

A tradition as part of  the Joseph R. Riverso Memorial Game at Stepinac is that the White Plains Bernies 
play at halftime in the Joe Riverso Bowl. The late Joseph Riverso began his football career with the 
Bernies. He was tragically killed in the World Trade Center disaster, on September 11, 2001. 

Tigers Football Finally Gets that Elusive Win!
By Albert Coqueran

The White Plains High School Football 
Team celebrated Senior Night, on 
Thursday, Oct. 26. The Tigers 14 senior 
players and four senior members of the 
Cheerleading Squad certainly had much 
to celebrate when they beat Ramapo High 
School, 21-20, to win their first and only 
game this season.

It was an exciting day and evening at 
Loucks Memorial Field on Thursday. 
Earlier that afternoon the White Plains 
Boys Soccer Team advanced to the Section 
1 AA Finals by beating Horace Greely, 
1-0, in double-overtime in the Semifinals. 
Alex Sagnibene’s header on a pass from 
Alejandro Torres at 9:29 in the second 
overtime won the game for the Tigers.

Unfortunately, the Tigers Soccer Team 
did not have as much success in the Section 
1 AA Finals. They lost to Yorktown, 2-1 in 
overtime in the Championship game, on 
Saturday.

On Thursday evening on Loucks Field, 
the Tigers football team (1-9) was in 
jeopardy of going winless for the first time 
in school history. They were 0-8, when they 
secured a ninth postseason non-playoff 
format game against Ramapo High School. 

In a game that saw a total of four 
touchdowns scored in the final 2:39 of the 
game, two by each team. “Mr. Undeniable” 
junior Elizah Gordon took a final dash 
and ran 73 yards from scrimmage for a 
touchdown with 18 seconds left on the 
clock to win the game for the Tigers.  

“I just wanted to win for everybody! I just 
wanted to win this game to see everybody 

happy, especially for the seniors because 
it is their last year and last game,” thrilled 
Gordon, after the game.

The only drawback to Gordon’s 73-yard 
sprint for the winning TD was that nobody 
had a stopwatch on “Mr. Undeniable” to 
time that run. The Tigers will end their 
2017 season 1-9, but that one win is a big 
win for the Tigers Football Program. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTO
On Thursday, Oct. 26, the White Plains Football Team celebrated Senior Night, while capturing the first 
win of  the season in their ninth and final game this year. The Tigers honored 17 seniors including four 
members of  the Cheerleading Squad on Thursday. 
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By Albert Coqueran
On Friday, Oct. 27, White Plains High 

School graduate (’08) Sean Kilpatrick 
returned to Madison Square Garden with 
the Brooklyn Nets for the first time this 
season. Kilpatrick scored eight points on 
2-for-7 shooting, while netting 4-of-5 free 
throws with one assist and one rebound in 
10:00 minutes of play at the “World’s Most 
Famous Arena.”

Kilpatrick made his NBA debut 
at Madison Square Garden, with the 
Minnesota Timberwolves, who beat the 
Knicks, on March 19, 2015. Kilpatrick 
signed a three-year deal with the NBA Nets 
in 2016 and is under contract until the end 
of this season.

Kilpatrick played in 23 games and 
averaged 23 minutes per game and 13.8 
points per game, while playing with the 
Nets during the 2015-2016 season. Last 
season, Kilpatrick averaged 25 minutes 
and 13 points per game. However, with 
the addition to the Nets roster of D’Angelo 
Russell this season, Kilpatrick’s playing 
time has decrease to a mere 10 minutes per 
game, while averaging five points per game.

Nonetheless, Kilpatrick is still honing 
his skills at every opportunity and remains 
content to be a Brooklynite. “I am still trying 
to find my rhythm. It is kind of tough, 
especially after being able to play so much 
last year,” said Kilpatrick. “But you have 
to keep coming to practice everyday and 
making sure you are working hard to stay 
within that rhythm. I just want to continue 
to keep getting better,” stated Kilpatrick, the 
second All-Time leading scorer at WPHS, 
behind the late Markus Austin.

The Knicks (1-3) beat the Nets, 107-86, at 
the Garden, on Friday, for their first win this 
season. Knicks forward Kristaps Porzingis 
scored 30 points on 13-of-24 shooting and 
grabbed nine rebounds with three block 
shots. It was the third game this season out 
of only four games played that Porzingis has 
scored 30 or more points in a game.

Porzingis is the first Knick since Patrick 
Ewing in 1993-94, to start a season with two 
30-point games. “I mean, Patrick Ewing is a 
legend here in New York. I wish that I could 
have a career like him. It is an honor,” said 
Porzingis.

NY Knicks Get First Win, as Kilpatrick Returns to MSG
EXAMINER SPORTS

By Albert Coqueran
The Westchester Knicks officially 

opened their 2017-18 season with 
Media Day at the Madison Square 
Garden Training Center, in Tarrytown, 
on Tuesday, Oct. 24. The Westchester 
Knicks for the first time this season will 
be associated as the New York Knicks 
Gatorade or G-League affiliate of the 
NBA. 

On June 20, 2017, it was officially 
announced that the Gatorade Company, 
a division of PepsiCo, bought the naming 
rights to the NBA Developmental 
League. The G-League will feature 
26 teams in 2017-18, an expansion of 
four teams since last season. The NBA 
D-League, now G-League, began in 
2001-02 with eight teams.

The Westchester Knicks will open 
their 2017-18 season on the road 
against the Windy City Bulls, the 
G-League affiliate of the Chicago Bulls, 
on Saturday, Nov. 4. The local Knicks 
will launch their fourth season at the 
Westchester County Center, with their 
Home Opener, against the Grand Rapids 
Drive, on Friday, Nov. 10, at 7 p.m.

NY Knicks legend Allan Houston 
returns for his fourth season as General 
Manager of the Westchester Knicks. 
Houston has been the only General 
Manager that the NY Knicks NBA 
affiliate has employed since its inception 
into the G-League.

“The Gatorade performance element 
brings a lot, for us to have the facilities, 
testing and resources to make sure 

that we are doing whatever we can to 
give our players the best performance 
capabilities,” stated Houston. 

The local Knicks also bring back Head 
Coach Mike Miller, for his third season. 
The Westchester Knicks finished last 
season with a 19-31 record and missed 
the G-League Playoffs, while finishing 
in fourth place in the Atlantic Division.

Although, the NBA G-League is 
primarily a developmental league, 
Miller understands quite well that the 
fans at the Westchester County Center, 
desire playoff competition each year. 
“We have a good group, we have a lot 
of energy and versatility and the first 
two workouts have been pretty good,” 

commented Miller.
The Westchester Knicks have also 

added to their Front Office personnel, 
Craig Robinson, as the Vice President 
of Player Development and G-League 
Operations. Robinson is a former 
Oregon State University Head Basketball 
Coach and the brother of former First 
Lady Michelle Obama and the brother-
in-law of former U.S. President Barack 
Obama.

“I have always thought that the best 
coaches and best basketball people are 
in player development. What Steve 
(Mills) and Scott (Perry) and the people 
at the Knicks believe is the overall 
development of players is as important 

as anything else,” stated Robinson, 
who came to the local Knicks, after 
departing an Executive position with 
the Milwaukee Bucks.

The local Knicks have 13 players on 
the Training Camp Roster, including 
First Round Draft Selection Paul 
Watson, Jr. from Fresno State, who was 
selected fifth overall in the 2017 NBA 
G-League Draft. The Knicks also bring 
to training camp, NY Knicks Affiliate 
Player guard Trey Burke and Port 
Chester High School alumnus (’08), 
Jordan Henriquez.

The Westchester Knicks Are Ready. How about You?

Westchester-2: A new rule implemented this 
season in the NBA and NBA G-League is that 
teams can add two Two-Way players to their 
rosters. Isaiah Hicks, who won an NCAA Title with 
the University of  North Carolina last year, is one 
of  the Two-Way players signed by the Westchester 
Knicks. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS
Kilpatrick-2: Sean Kilpatrick (right) is in the midst of  his third season with the Brooklyn Nets. On Friday, 
he stretches before the Nets played the Knicks at Madison Square Garden. Kilpatrick’s business venture 
“Juice Lab” on Mamaroneck Avenue, in White Plains, is also keeping him quite busy. “Juice Lab is going 
very well, busy everyday, that is a place that you can always go to for a healthy meal,” said Kilpatrick. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS
[L-r] Westchester Knicks General Manager Allan Houston, Head Coach Mike Miller and newly appointed 
V. P. of  Player Development and G-League Operations, Craig Robinson ushered in the 2017-18 season 
at Westchester Knicks Media Day, at the MSG Training Center, in Tarrytown, on Oct. 24. 
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Veterans are invited to observe the
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