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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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Milagros Lecuona with Professor Costellos (Manhattanville) in front of  the Democratic Party 
headquarters in White Plains.

By Pat Casey
White Plains Councilwoman Milagros 

Lecuona officially announced her 
candidacy Sunday for Mayor of the City 
of White Plains. Intending to engage in 
a vigorous campaign,  Lecuona made the 
announcement outside of the Westchester 
County Democratic headquarters at 
170 East Post Rd., surrounded by vacant 
storefronts in the heart of the White 
Plains business district. Lecuona chose 
the location to highlight the fact that 
although there is much “good news” being 
reported about White Plains growth and 
progress, there are areas suffering and “the 
current administration is not giving the 
full picture,” she said. “It is unacceptable 
that these stores are closed.”

“Today’s political announcement should 
not surprise anyone in White Plains, 
based on what the current administration 
has been advocating for the last six years. 
We reside in a very competitive regional 
environment where cities are struggling 
to attract dynamic business interests as 

well as new residents all while balancing 
quality of life issues. However the ongoing 
lack of vision, process and leadership 
have placed White Plains on a dangerous 
path. The time to change that path is now,” 
Lecuona told those gathered at the press 
conference.

Lecuona also claimed that the current 
administration’s lack of transparency 
was a major issue.  “Developers schedule 
meetings with city commissioners, but 
residents are not even able to access basic 
information.  Our citizens are purposely 
kept in the dark!  City Commissioners 
have been instructed not to talk to 
specific Common Council members; 
the information provided is filtered, 
manipulated, or delayed. And as a result, 
our neighborhoods suffer.”

After the presentation, Lecuona told 
The White Plains Examiner that she 
began contemplating making the bid last 
year when she realized accountability and 
transparency were out of control. “Change 

By Pat Casey
As President Donald Trump signed an 

executive order that halted the entrance 
of certain Muslim immigrants into 
the United States and threatened the 
immigration status of others, a gathering 
of over 150 people met at the Ethical 
Culture Society of Westchester in White 
Plains, Sunday, to discuss the prevention 
and remedies for hate crimes against 
Muslims in Westchester County.

A panel discussion organized by 
the Westchester Coalition Against 
Islamophobia (WCAI) included speakers 
from several organizations. The speakers 

were Afaf Nasher, Executive Director, 
Council on American-Islamic Relations 
(CAIR) – NY; Heidi Mason, Westchester 
County Assistant District Attorney and 
Chief of the Bias Unit; and William 
Hayes, Executive Director, Westchester 
Intelligence Center, Office of the District 
Attorney-Westchester County. 

The event was organized before the 
President’s executive orders were signed 
because “calls for banning immigration 
and establishing a registry of Muslims 
during the presidential campaign and 
its aftermath had been accompanied by 

continued on page 2

Take-Out 
Packages for 

Sunday’s 
Big Game

Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul 
Feiner told the almost 1,000 residents 
of Westchester County who attended 
the protest  against President Trump’s 
immigration policies in Sleepy Hollow on 
Sunday that the protest should only be the 
beginning of their activism. He asked all 
the protesters to raise their hand and to 
repeat the oath of office as Civic Activist.

“I swear to uphold the Constitution 
of the United States and State of New 
York and pledge to speak out on issues 
of importance to me at the local, county, 
state and national levels. I will not be 
intimidated and will speak my mind as 

a civic activist. I will attend meetings of 
appropriate legislative bodies and will not 
be silenced,” Feiner said and the crowd 
followed.

Feiner said he was amazed at how many 
people were getting involved in public 
policy issues for the first time in their 
lives. “I was at an organizational meeting 
last Thursday (preparing for the rally) and 
did not know 90 percent of the attendees, 
even though I have been an elected official 
for over 30 years. This is fantastic!” Feiner 
said.

Feiner said that he expects to hold 
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must come from the top,” she said. 
“Communication is being manipulated 
by the Mayor,” who, she added, has a big 
public relations machine working with 
him; something she does not have.

“I am paid to work as a Councilwoman, 
I am paid by the taxpayers. I cannot do my 
work if I am not getting the information 
I need to make sound decisions,” added 
Lecuona, who noted she was being 
deliberately kept out of the information 
loop.

With support from many of the White 
Plains neighborhood associations behind 
her, Lecuona said she stands as a Democrat 
all the way, but that she is also running as 
an individual and will do what it takes to 
make her case all the way to the end. “We 
are early in the process, you don’t know 
who else might throw their hat into the 
race,” she said.

Lecuona said she is aware of the 
apprehension of residents in all 
the neighborhoods about ongoing 
development. She is concerned about how 
the application for development at the 
former Good Counsel property on North 
Broadway is being handled, including the 
treatment of historic buildings on the site, 
and the lack of adequate traffic studies in 
the surrounding neighborhoods. 

She feels the $1 million grant, spent on 
a multi-modal transit study to analyze 
future development at the Metro North 
train station could have been used in a 
better way. “The Battle Hill neighborhood 
is even more disconnected [by the 
proposed plans],” she claims. “I would 

encourage the MTA to take care of the 
train station today. The MTA should have 
been asked to renovate the bathrooms 
and problems with the station’s structure,” 
which Lecuona added is unsafe in parts.

Lecuona is concerned that focus on a 
Transit District and rezoning for multi-
use developments will cause Mamaroneck 
Avenue to suffer even more. 

She has been steadfast in her rejection 
of development proposals by the French 
American School of New York to develop 
the former Ridgeway Country Club into a 
regional school campus in the middle of 
a single-family residential neighborhood.

While the current mayor talks about 
bicycle paths, Lecuona says she promotes 
more and better sidewalks for pedestrian 
use. She would also like to see more 
energy put into the development of parks 
in the city, rather than the current focus 
on developing recreational programs, 
which are nice to have – but the dog park 
is a mess, the Veterans Park has been 
ignored and more could be done with 
Liberty Park. 

“Enough is enough,” Lecuona said. “I 
hope that by the end of the campaign we 
have a better mayor for the city of White 
Plains.

Lecuona is originally from the Canary 
Islands, Spain. After living in several cities 
around the world, she moved to White 
Plains where she has been a resident since 
1987. Before coming to the U.S., Milagros 
lived in Guadalajara, Mexico, where 
she taught at the School of Architecture 
ITESO and co-owned an art school.

She holds a BS in Architecture from 
the University of Madrid Spain, where 
she majored in Urban Planning, and 
dual master’s degrees from Columbia 
University’s School of International and 
Public Affairs (SIPA) and School of Urban 
Planning (GSAPP).

She has more than 35 years of experience 
in Architecture and Urban Planning. 
For the last 16 years, Milagros has been 
working primarily on educational and 
cultural facilities and prior to that, she did 
extensive construction and design work 
on corporate, residential, health care and 
laboratories facilities. She is the principal 
at Lecuona Associates, an award winning 
architectural design and urban planning 
consulting firm in White Plains. Until 
recently, she was an assistant adjunct 
professor (AAP) at Columbia University 
at the GSAPP urban planning masters 
program and is currently teaching as an 
AAP at SUNY Empire State College.

She is a former member of the 
Westchester County Planning Board, the 
White Plains Open Space Acquisition 
Advisory Committee, the White Plains 
Cable Commission, the White Plains 
Budget and Management Advisory 
Committee and the board of the 
Westchester Hispanic Coalition. She was a 
member of the New York German School 
board of Education and co-president of 
the WPHS-PTA.  

Currently, Lecuona is the chair of the 
White Plains Sustainable Committee, and 
represents the City of White Plains on the 
Long Island Sound Water Inter-municipal 

Committee (LISWIC).   She is a member 
of the White Plains Historical Society and 
a member of the White Plains Volunteer 
Fire Fighters. Milagros hosts and produces 
a radio show called  “Livable Cities"  at 
WVOX 1460AM in New Rochelle since 
2012.

Lecuona has been a councilwoman in 
the City of White Plains since 2008. She 
is a strong advocate for responsible and 
efficient growth, the protection of the 
built and the non-built environment, and 
the preservation of the city’s beautiful and 
diverse neighborhoods. One of Milagros’ 
priorities as a city council member is 
to assure that policies are universally 
inclusive physically, economically and 
socially. 

After Lecuona announced her intention 
to run for Mayor on Sunday afternoon, 
incumbent Mayor Tom Roach, also 
a Democrat, released the following 
statement: “We’ve made great strides in 
revitalizing our downtown, bringing in 
new jobs, and enhancing the quality of 
life for our residents and visitors all while 
keeping taxes stable, maintaining our 
AA1 bond rating and ensuring that White 
Plains continues to be safe, clean, and well 
managed. To all the residents from every 
corner of this city who have expressed to 
me their desire for me to continue, I want 
to say thank you and that I am looking 
forward to continuing my work as Mayor. 
My focus right now is on continuing the 
progress that we have begun together. I will 
be making a more formal announcement 
in the coming months.”

an alarming surge in verbal and physical 
Islamophobic assaults,” according to 
a statement released by WCAI. The 
panelists were asked to provide specific 
ways that Muslims as individuals and 
in communities could deter aggression, 
explain hate crimes law in New York State, 
discuss how the District Attorney’s Office 
and law enforcement enforce these laws, 
and outline what to do if someone feels 
that he or she has been the victim of a bias 
crime. 

Unlike many of the emotional protests 
held across the country at airports and 
other locations, the meeting in White 
Plains was serious and informational. The 
questions asked by Muslim members of 
the community expressed their concerns 
and the outpouring of support from the 
numerous elected officials present, who 
wanted to hear what their constituents 
were experiencing, and the support of 
neighbors was in many ways consoling.

WCAI describes Islamophobia as 
a contagion fueled by ignorance and 
exploited for political purposes. To 
combat it, the organization suggests 
taking the following steps: 

Discuss issues of religious and ethnic 

bigotry and specifically of anti-Muslim 
prejudice with family, friends, and 
colleagues and in their houses of worship.

Send letters to local media and local 
and regional officials calling upon them to 
denounce hate speech and Islamophobia, 
to condemn their manifestations, and to 
commit to protecting Muslims and their 
civil rights.

Propose that Metro North and other 
public entities solicited by Islamophobic 
groups refuse to carry ads that target 
ethnic or religious communities or at 
least use any revenue gained from such 
ads to support organizations that combat 
extremism.

Call upon religious leaders and 
communities of faith to assume 
their natural role in educating their 
congregations about the moral issues 
posed by religious bigotry and intolerance.

WCAI has its roots in an ad hoc coalition 
of local organizations that coalesced in 
August 2012 when the first Islamophobic 
ads posted by Pamela Geller and her 
American Freedom Defense Initiative 
(AFDI) appeared on some Metro North 
train platforms. The Southern Poverty Law 
Center lists Stop Islamization of America, 

also founded by these two, as a “hate 
group.” The original coalition sponsored 
an open letter and a press conference 
in September 2012, to raise awareness 
among citizens and their representatives 
about the threat posed by Islamophobia, 
a phenomenon inflamed in the post- 9/11 
climate of fear and ignorance that has 
targeted Muslims, Arabs, Middle Easters, 
Sikhs, and other South Asians. From 
harassment of individuals and hostility to 
mosques and cultural centers to physical 
assaults, arson, police infiltration of 

Muslim organizations, and legislation that 
discriminates against Islamic religious 
practices, WCAI says the spread of 
Islamophobia is a danger that calls on all 
people of conscience to stand up and take 
action. “History has taught us that none of 
us is safe if any of us is threatened.”
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio



3January 31 - February 6, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO

Maria Fareri Doctors Successfully Separate Conjoined Twins
By Martin Wilbur

A groundbreaking procedure recently 
performed at Maria Fareri Children’s 
Hospital has given a pair of baby girls a 
chance at a normal and healthy life.

A team of more than 50 medical 
professionals separated 11-month-old 
Ballenie and Bellanie Camacho who 
were conjoined at the lower back in an 
operation that lasted more than 21 hours 
on Jan. 17-18.

It is the first time conjoined twins 
were separated at the Valhalla children’s 
hospital and is believed to be only 
the second time in medical history 
that minimally invasive laparoscopic 
techniques were used to separate twins 
joined at the sacrum, an area near the 
base of the spine.

Led by pediatric surgeons Dr. Samir 
Pandya and Dr. Whitney McBride, 
the medical team required months of 
preparation and coordination among 
doctors from various specialties. 
Numerous preliminary operations were 
required before the separation could be 
attempted.

Parents Laurilin Celadilla Marte 
Camacho and Marino Abel Camacho, 
who traveled from their home in Moca, 
Dominican Republic, said they felt 
blessed to have the hospital take on such 
a risky operation to help their family. 

“Our family does not know how 

we can ever repay everyone for the 
happiness that you have given us,” 
Laurilin Camacho said through an 
interpreter during a Jan. 24 gathering 
at Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital that 
included an appearance by the two girls. 
“We thank you from the bottom of our 
heart and ask that God bless each and 
every one of you.”

A week after the surgery, doctors said 

the girls were recovering nicely. They 
are alert, eating well and moving all 
their extremities. While still early in the 
recovery process, Pandya and McBride 
said the medical team is optimistic that 
Ballenie and Bellanie will lead full and 
normal lives. 

“At this point the girls are going really 
well,” Pandya said. “We’re very happy 
with the progress. There are a few things 

that we’re wanting to get through, and 
once we’re happy with the condition and 
how they’re progressing, we’re going on 
to the next level of care.”

It is not known how long the girls will 
remain in the hospital, but there will be 
extensive rehabilitation needed to enable 
them to learn to walk. It will also take 
more time to see how their reproductive 
organs function as well as how they 
expel waste, Pandya said.

The Camacho family’s journey to 
Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital began 
last spring when the twins’ condition was 
brought to the hospital’s attention by a 
family friend who knew a staff member.

The hospital is a member of the 
Westchester Medical Center Health 
Network, a leader in telemedicine to 
help its patients connect with off-site 
doctors throughout the Hudson Valley. 

They used that capability to 
communicate with the family and 
professionals in the Dominican Republic 
to evaluate whether the twins would be 
candidates for the procedure, said Dr. 
Michael Gewitz, the physician-in-chief 
at Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital.

“Once we felt there was a viable and 
reasonable chance of success we brought 
them here for further evaluations,” 
Gewitz said.

Preliminary operations included 
the girls undergoing tissue extender 

Marino Abel Camacho and his wife, Laurilin, with their twin daughters, Ballenie, left, and Bellanie last 
week at Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital. They were joined by part of  the medical team that successfully 
separated the conjoined twins during a 21-hour operation on Jan. 17-18.

WESTCHESTER COUNTY CENTER
SAT • FEB 18 thru MON • FEB 20

WHITE PLAINS
DAILY SHOWTIMES: 10:00am • 2:00pm • 6:00pm

ALL SEATS RESERVED:  PREMIUM $35 • REGULAR $27
BOX OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday – Friday: 
10am - 5pm

914-995-4050
Cash or Credit

Box office closed 
Saturday – Monday
Except for ticketed 

events held that day.

AMERICA’S 

FAVORITE

CIRCUS

IT’S A
FAMILYTRADITION!

OUTLETS
800-745-3000

TICKETMASTER.COM

OR AT ALL
CROWNE PLAZA, WHITE PLAINS

NOON - 3

SUN., FEBRUARY 5

FREE
Gift Bag for
Every Family

BRING THE
WHOLE FAMILY

Westchester Parents Day, where your kids will have fun and parents will learn. It’s a Camp Fair and
so much more. Enjoy Classes, Activities, Camps, Exhibits and meet local family-oriented businesses.

It’s a fun afternoon for the whole family.

USE PROMO CODE “WPEX17" FOR FREE FAMILY PASS (a $15 value on day of event)

WestchesterParentsDay.com

 Fun for Kids, Informative for Parents

continued on page 4
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Oath of Office for Civic Activists, Gov’t Officials Take Action
continued from page 1

Maria Fareri Doctors Successfully Separate Conjoined Twins
continued from page 3
procedures to expand the skin surface 
so doctors would be able to close each 
baby’s wound after separation.

Four teams consisting of general 
surgeons, plastic and reconstructive 
surgeons, pediatric orthopedic 
surgeons, pediatric neurosurgeons, 
urologists, pediatric nursing teams and 
pediatric anesthesiologists needed to be 
assembled for the marathon surgery.

The operation began shortly after 
6 a.m. on Jan. 17 and separation 
was completed by about 10:30 p.m. 
The children had gastrointestinal 
connections and McBride and Pandya 
collaborated with Dr. Paul Zelkovic, 
a pediatric urologist, to separate the 
bladders and reproductive areas. 
Pediatric orthopedist Dr. Damon 
Delbello separated the girls near the 
base of the spine.

Post-separation work continued until 
about 4 a.m. on Jan. 18.

Despite the complicated nature of the 
procedure, particularly separating an 
artery branch and the spine, McBride 
said everything proceeded smoothly. A 
chief concern was the possibility that 
one or both of the children could be 
paralyzed.

“This was a relatively high-risk 
portion of the procedure as well as the 
spinal cord portion of the separation 
that required careful planning, and we 
were able to successfully divide a major 

blood vessel without any blood loss and 
both twins remained intact,” McBride 
said.

Pandya credited the use of highly 
advanced 3-D reconstruction and 3-D 
imaging in their surgical planning, 
which gave surgeons a clear picture of 
how the babies were joined before they 
started the main operation.

McBride said that once the girls, 
who will celebrate their first birthday 
on Feb. 4, are healthy enough to go 
home, the medical team will be able to 
monitor them through the telemedicine 
technology. Since the Camacho family 
has relatives living in Queens, they will 
be able to return to New York for future 
evaluations if needed.

The day before the operation Pandya 
recalled a conversation with the 
twins’ father that he was able to use as 
inspiration for himself and the rest of 
the team.

“You lose every battle that you don’t 
participate,” Pandya recalled Marino 
Camacho telling him. “Tomorrow you 
go to battle for our daughters. We pray 
for you and we go to battle for you.”

“That stuck with me,” Pandya said. “I 
shared that with all the team members 
and for me it gave me a lot of courage. I 
think for all of us it gave a lot of courage.”

Twins who are born conjoined occurs 
about once in every 200,000 births, 
according to the hospital.

swearing in ceremonies for first time civic 
activists at upcoming Greenburgh Town 
Board meetings. “President Trump will 
go down in history as the President who 
got people involved. People are now aware 
of the fact that there are ramifications to 
being apathetic. I will swear into office 
as civic activists people who agree with 
my policies, disagree with my policies, 
support or oppose President Trump’s 
policies. The goal of this swearing in 
ceremony is to motivate people to not 
only get involved with one issue but to 
stay involved, and to express themselves 
without fear or intimidation.”

“I hope that similar swearing in 
ceremonies will take place all over the 
United States. Millions are speaking out. 
This is what democracy is about,” Feiner 
added.

With similar sentiments, 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey 
(D-Harrison), joined Democratic Leader 
Nancy Pelosi, Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, and her House and 
Senate Democratic colleagues on the steps 
of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
Monday, to demand President Donald 
Trump rescind his “unconstitutional” 
executive order banning refugees based 
on their religion.

“Donald Trump has never had a boss 
before. Well, now he has 350 million 
of them, and our voices will be heard,” 
said Lowey. “I join the thousands of 
New Yorkers, and millions of Americans 
across the country, expressing outrage 
at President Trump’s hateful and 
unconstitutional executive order. My 
colleagues and I will continue to do 
everything we can to fight and defeat this 
illegal directive.”

Lowey is an original cosponsor of 
both the Statue of Liberty Values Act 
(SOLVe) Act and the No Funds for 
Unconstitutional Executive Orders Act. 
Both prohibit the President from using 
congressionally authorized funds to 
enforce his unconstitutional executive 
orders.

Lowey has called on Customs and 
Border Patrol and Immigration and 
Citizenship Enforcement to release 
those held at airports who have already 
cleared security-vetting procedures and 
to immediately give more information to 
their attorneys and families.

In Albany, the Senate Democratic 
Conference introduced their “Resistance 
Agenda” that includes three bills that 
would protect refugees, immigrants and 
foreign students from being victimized 
by the Trump Administration’s recent 
Executive Order. 

“President Woodrow Wilson once 
said ‘The history of liberty is a history 
of resistance’. Now it is more imperative 
than ever that New York leads this 
resistance,”  Senate Democratic Leader 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins (D-Yonkers)  is 
quoted in a media statement. 

The Senate 
Democratic Resistance 
Agenda includes: 
Port Authority 
Resistance Bill, which 
would prohibit the 
Port Authority from 
supporting federal 
efforts in any way, 
including supporting 
personnel, the use of 
airport facilities or 
providing electricity 
and climate control 
in areas of the airport 
being used for the 
detentions.  Under this 
proposal, Port Authority 
police and employees 
would be prohibited 
from providing any 
assistance to the federal 
government to enforce 
Trump’s executive 
actions on Muslims and 
refugees. Additionally, 
no NYPD officer or 
State Police officer 
would be authorized to provide any 
assistance to federal officers.

The SUNY/CUNY Resistance Bill 
would require SUNY and CUNY 
employees to avoid inquiring over a 
student’s immigration status to the extent 
that such action would assist the federal 
government in removing immigrant 
students. This legislation would also 
neutralize controversial efforts by the State 
Senate Republicans to require universities 
to compile data regarding the number of 
foreign students, their countries of origin 
and the programs they are enrolled in. 
Under this proposal, SUNY and CUNY 
would be prohibited from determining 
if a student was from a specific Muslim-
majority nation, whether the student 
had proper immigration status, or was 
undocumented.

A statement from Westchester County 
Democratic Legislators on President 
Trump’s Immigration Executive Order 
said: “We are appalled at the Executive 
Order issued by President Trump last 
week which seeks to limit immigration 
both on a religious and ethnicity basis. 
This is not who we are, and for residents 
of Westchester, it is not who we will be. 
Our nation, as evidenced through the 
immigrant background of so many of 
our families, is built upon the principles 
of tolerance and understanding. Denying 
entry based on where a group of people 
are from or what they believe flies in 
the face of what our founding fathers 
fought for. It is a policy we as a nation 
took during the buildup to World War 
II, which lead to deaths of thousands of 
Jewish refugees fleeing persecution in 
their homeland. It is a policy that can 
hinder our troops fighting abroad today 
who rely on intelligence provided from 

foreign nationals who stand to be denied 
entry based on this order. We once stood 
as a beacon of hope and light for all who 
were forced to leave everything out of fear. 
It is time for us to fly that flag proudly 

once again.”
An email request to County Executive 

Rob Astorino’s office for a statement 
had not been returned as this issue went  
to press.

Greenburgh Town Supervisor leads civic activists in a pledge at a Sunday protest in Sleepy Hollow.
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EagleFest 2017 to Take Flight at Croton Point Park

SMALL NEWS 
IS BIG NEWS

Teatown’s Annual 
EagleFest will be taking 
flight with an expanded 
program at Westchester’s 
Croton Point Park in 
Croton-on-Hudson on 
Saturday Feb. 11 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 

Created by Teatown Lake 
Reservation, a regional 
environmental education 
center and nature preserve, 
EagleFest gives visitors 
a unique opportunity to 
view these magnificent 
birds both up close and in 
their natural environment. 
This year’s event features 
spectacular eagle viewing 
along the Hudson River and 
educational and informative 
bird shows, showcasing 
eagles and other raptors, 
plus new programs and features such as live 
musical performances and an inspiring, 
award-winning documentary film.

“Each winter, bald eagles from Canada, 
northern New York and New England 
migrate to the lower Hudson Valley to feed 
in unfrozen waters. EagleFest embraces 
the revival of this once endangered 
species with a one-of-a-kind celebration 
of wildlife, education and fun,” said 
Teatown Executive Director Kevin Carter. 
“Each year we seek to enhance the visitor 
experience by adding new programs and 
expanding the past favorites.” 

A highlight of EagleFest is the 
opportunity to see eagles and other 
spectacular birds of prey up close in 
the Eagle Theater. Perennial favorites, 
Bill Streeter of Delaware Valley Raptor 
Center and Brian Bradley of Skyhunters 
in Flight, return with their magnificent 
birds.  Joining this year’s event is Andrew 
Simmons, a celebrated lecturer and 
entertainer, who has appeared with his 
golden eagle and other wildlife on Good 
Morning America, Today, and is a regular 
visitor at the American Museum of 
Natural History. These knowledgeable and 

entertaining presenters provide insight 
and understanding into the life and realm 
of these truly special species. Visitors can 
also attend a variety of workshops and 
presentations geared to all ages.

There are also opportunities to view 
eagles in their nearby natural habitats. 
Teatown educators will lead bus tours 
along the Hudson River to various viewing 
sites where eagle experts will be stationed 
with spotting scopes. The two-hour tours 
leave from Croton Point Park at 9:30 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. Seats are on a first come, first-
served basis, for an additional fee. 

The newest feature of the festival 
will be the screening of the Sony 
Pictures documentary “The  Eagle 
Huntress.”  Available to all EagleFest 
general admission ticket holders, the film 
is being shown in cooperation with Pace 
University’s Environmental program.  It 
tells the story of a young Mongolian girl 
who is the first female eagle hunter in the 
1,000-year history of her tribe. The film is 
suitable for all ages and will be shown at 
1:30 and 3:30 p.m. at Wilcox Hall on Pace 
University’s Pleasantville campus.

Throughout the day in addition to bird 
of prey shows, there will be live music, 
including a performance by Grammy 
Award winning singer/songwriter Tom 
Chapin.  These shows and children’s 
activities are all held in heated tents – a 
festive atmosphere on a winter’s day.  A 
variety of food trucks will be on-site 
throughout the festival.

 Pre-sale tickets are discounted and on 

sale now at www.teatown.org/
events/eaglefest/.   Pre-sale tickets 
are $17/adults (12+), $10/children 
(6-11) and free for children 5 and 
under.   Tickets sold at the venue 
on the day of the event are $22/
adults (12+), $12/children (6-11) 
and free for children 5 and under. 
In the event of severe weather, the 
alternate date for EagleFest will 
be Sunday, Feb. 12. 

Attendees coming from 
Manhattan or Poughkeepsie 
can take Metro-North trains to 
Croton-Harmon Train Station. 
Special EagleTrain cars will depart 
from Grand Central at 9:47 a.m., 
and 9:50 a.m. from Poughkeepsie. 
During the trip, on-board 
naturalists will point out various 
Hudson Valley birds to riders. Free 
shuttle buses will bring attendees 
to/from the Croton-Harmon Train Station 
to Croton Point Park. To participate in this 
event, guests must purchase a regular train 
ticket from Metro North. 

Teatown Lake Reservation, the largest 
private, not-for-profit nature preserve 
and environmental education center 
in Westchester County impacts more 
than 20,000 adults and children every 
year through its full schedule of year-

round programs and nature-focused 
summer camp. Managing over 1000 acres 
Teatown presents many opportunities to 
experience nature on 15 miles of hiking 
trails.  Teatown’s mission is to inspire our 
community to lifelong environmental 
stewardship.  It has grown continuously 
since it was established on 194 acres 
in 1963, more than 50 years ago.  More 
information about Teatown is at www.
teatown.org.

Bald eagles from the north migrate to the lower Hudson Valley to 
feed in unfrozen waters.

A highlight of  EagleFest is the opportunity to see spectacular 
birds of  prey up close in the Eagle Theater

Music Conservatory Student/Faculty 
Win Local Battle of the Bands

The Matthew Welling Band took top honors at the very first Battle of  the Cover Bands held Jan. 
20 at Garcia’s within The Capitol Theatre in Port Chester. The band is led by White Plains resident 
Welling, an 11-year-old music therapy student at the Music Conservatory of  Westchester, and his 
teachers there – Donald Stevens and James Maxson. Conservatory teacher John Lang’s band Sis 
Boom Bah placed second. With the win, the Matthew Welling Band is invited back to headline its own 
show at Garcia’s.  
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Letters Policy
We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 
editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to  
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.  

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide their 

name, address and contact information. 

Ban the Sale of Nazi and Confederate Propaganda at County Center 

LWVWP to Honor Lena Anderson, President White Plains/Greenburgh NAACP 

Westchester Choral Society Seeks New Members

In 2010, after a display of Nazi 
paraphernalia at the Westchester County 
gun show, the chair of Holocaust and 
Human Rights Education issued a 
statement that the sale of Nazi artifacts 
was “an unbelievable insult.” Richard 
Laster, chair of the center in 2010, said that 
he would reach out to County Executive 
Rob Astorino and encourage him to avoid 
a similar sale at a gun show.

On January 21 and 22, 2017 (seven 
years later)  the Westchester County 
Center was again the location for a gun 
show. Once again, Nazi propaganda and 
Confederate materials were sold for profit 

at the government-owned building.
I am shocked. I am outraged that 

the County Executive would allow a 
taxpayer paid for building to be used 
for this disgraceful purpose – to help 
someone profit from the sale of books, 
flags, paraphernalia promoting Hitler, 
the Confederate states, and those who 
supported slavery. The event was a gun 
show. The County Center is not a museum, 
it is not a library. This was a for profit 
event. The vendor attended the event to 
make money, selling symbols of hate.

The sale of pro Nazi and pro 
Confederate materials at this time in our 

nation’s history is very disturbing. Anti 
Semitism is up. Racism is becoming more 
acceptable to some. The 2016 Presidential 
elections featured more anger and more 
hatred, things the county should not 
promote. 

The Journal News frequently publishes 
articles about Nazi symbols appearing 
all over the county. Six million Jews 
died during the Holocaust. Slaves were 
abused and treated like sub humans by the 
Confederate states. County Executive Rob 
Astorino should show some sensitivity 
to Holocaust survivors, their families, 
and those whose ancestors were slaves 

by prohibiting the sale of Nazi and 
Confederate materials at county owned 
buildings.

I applaud the Democratic members 
of the Westchester County Board of 
Legislators for speaking out on this 
important issue. This is not a Democratic 
or Republican cause. Every elected official 
should show sensitivity.

I urge the legislature to pass a law 
banning the sale of pro Nazi and 
Confederate artifacts and materials at gun 
shows and other for profit events held at 
the Westchester County Center.

The League of Women Voters of 
White Plains will present their Civic 
Engagement Award to Lena Anderson, 
Esq., president of the White Plains/ 
Greenburgh NAACP. The award will be 
presented at the League’s Annual Winter 
Party on Sunday, March 5, from 3 to 5 
p.m. at the home of Janice Abbott and 
Richard Bernstein, 177 Soundview Ave., 
in White Plains. 

Lena’s work with the NAACP has been 
her calling as she follows the work of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., focusing on voter 
registration and voter education. In this 

work, she has partnered with the League 
of Women Voters of White Plains. Under 
her leadership, the Branch has forged a 
national agenda under the seven “Game 
Changers: Education, Health, Civic 
Engagement, Criminal Justice, Economic 
Development, Youth Empowerment 
and Environmental Justice.” In addition, 
Fair Housing Information workshops, 
Health and Welfare initiatives, and Police 
Accountability initiatives are done in 
collaboration with other community 
organizations. 

Lena has made issues of inequality and 

mistreatment a major focus of the branch 
as mandated by National leadership. The 
branch is proud of more than 80 years 
service since its founding in 1935. Born 
in White Plains, Lena’s goal is activism 
and civic engagement to keep White 
Plains on the radar of the “Most desirable 
City in NY State” in which to live. 

All are welcome to the League’s Annual 
Winter Party. A buffet dinner will be 
served at the cost of $30 per person/$45 
per couple in advance and $35 per person 
at the door. For more information call 
914-761-6259. 

Westchester Choral Society is inviting 
new members in all voice parts to 
join the chorus as it celebrates its 75th 
anniversary of bringing musical pleasure 
to Westchester. Weekly rehearsals 
begin on Tuesday, Jan. 17, at the Music 
Conservatory of Westchester in White 
Plains, where it is the chorus in residence. 

The chorus, which has a current roster 
of more than 60 singers, is known for 
its friendly, welcoming atmosphere and 
rich tradition of presenting two concerts 
each season to audiences in Westchester 
and nearby communities.  It sponsors 
annual Summer Sings that are open 
to all and starts in June at the Music 
Conservatory. In addition, members have 

shared their musical talent at nursing 
homes and other venues.

The chorus’ repertoire includes works 
from Baroque to contemporary, such as 
Bach’s Cantatas, Beethoven’s  Symphony 
#9 in D minor, Handel’s Messiah, Bartok’s 
Hungarian and Slovak folk songs, Irving 
Berlin’s Unforgettable Broadway and Alice 
Parker’s American Hymns and Songs.

The Spring Concert on  May 13 will 
feature Carl Orff ’s  Carmina Burana, a 
scenic cantata composed in 1935 and 1936, 
based on 24 poems from the medieval 
collection  Carmina Burana.  Carmina 
Burana  is part of  Trionfi, a musical 
triptych that also includes Catulli Carmina 
and Trionfo di Afrodite. The first and last 

movements of the piece are called Fortuna 
Imperatrix Mundi (“Fortune, Empress of 
the World”) and start with the very well 
known “O Fortuna.”

For the past 11 years, the chorus has 
been led by Music Conductor Frank 
Nemhauser. Nemhauser also is  music 
director of the Berkshire Choral 
International (BCI, formerly Berkshire 
Choral Festival), and both director of 
vocal studies and associate professor at 
Mannes College of Music in New York.  

His impressive background also 
includes: music director of the Hartford 
Chorale, chorus director of the Baltimore 
Symphony Orchestra, and associate 
director of the Collegiate Chorale. He has 
been a guest conductor with the Houston 
Masterworks Chorus, the Dessoff Choirs, 
the Greenwich Choral Society and the 
Handel Choir of Baltimore. He has led 
workshops and clinics for the Metropolitan 
Opera Guild, the San Francisco Symphony 
Chorus, the New Amsterdam Singers, the 
Augusta Choral Society, the Pennsylvania 
Music Educators Association and the 
Southwestern Virginia Spotlight on the 
Arts Festival.

Nemhauser says, “Good music, sung 
well – that’s the Westchester Choral 
Society. I believe in hard work - the 
more you put in, the more you get from 
the experience. But most of all, I believe 
in the joy of singing. Each member 
gains a tremendous amount of pleasure  
from singing with the WCS. Try it,  

you’ll like it!”
The award-winning Westchester Choral 

Society was founded by Sarah Stewart 
Bowne in 1942 to perform Bach’s B-minor 
Mass with 15 singers. Today, its 60 singers 
support the Westchester community with 
a yearly program of holiday music for 
patients at Burke Rehabilitation Hospital. 
It was recognized with the Westchester 
Arts Council’s prestigious Year 2000 
Arts Organization Award as the county’s 
premier choral organization. 

Visitwww.westchesterchoralsociety.
org for more information or contact Numa 
Rousseve,  914-285-9026  to schedule an 
audition.

–Paul Feiner, 
Greenburgh Town Supervisor
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Boomerang

United We Stand, Divided We Fall

By Richard Cirulli Guest 
Column

Baby Boomers 
have always been 
a contradiction 
unto themselves 
and to society as a 
whole. Our nation’s 
preserved memory 
of the Boomers has 
been reduced to their 

protests against the war in Viet Nam, and 
their pinnacle event at Woodstock. In the 
latter, 500,000 peace lovers organized in 
protest against America’s status quo, and 
to a degree the war in Viet Nam. This 
may seem impressive, but pales when 
compared to the fact that Boomers are the 
single greatest demographic event in U.S. 
history, with a 77 million membership.

Boomers have been difficult to 
understand and pigeonhole over the 
years of their maturity, though they have 
been consistently excellent at rhetorical 
wars over values, though never proving 
themselves as excellent organizers. One 
would think the actions of the Boomers 
during the sixties rallying for a new 
morality and social change would reflect 
how they would vote today. In reality, it is 
very clear that demographers and census 
poles are stymied by their unpredictability 

and contradictions. Over time, the 
Boomers have proven themselves, for the 
most part, to be at war with themselves 
with strong internal divisions.

For instance, this generation is divided 
politically and socially 
between the older and 
younger Boomers. The 
older Boomers tend to vote 
more democratic than the 
younger Boomers. They are 
further divided between 
those who received a 
good college education 
and benefitted from globalization and 
the changing economy, and the working 
class Boomers who have been completely 
dislocated by cheap immigrant and 
overseas labor. In spite of these differences, 
the pre-senior and senior population is 
a sleeping giant. We hope the Boomers 
will awaken from their deep slumber of 
disorganization and actively participate 
in politics going forward. Their idleness, 
apathy and indifference will serve our 
nation’s interest less than a partisan divide. 
Failure to participate in government has 
its consequences as so aptly stated by 
Plato: “One of the penalties for refusing 
to participate in politics is that you  

end up being governed by your inferiors.”
The Boomers wrapped their ideology 

around our culture like no generation 
before or since and their civil/social wars 
of the sixties were played out in the recent 

presidential election. This 
psychodrama was acted out 
by two Boomers competing 
for the oval office. Ironically, 
neither served in Viet Nam 
nor attended Woodstock. 
Like true boomerangs, they 
just kept coming back at 
us with every throw. This 

author, supports the sentiments of fellow 
columnist, Bill McClellan, when he wrote: 
“it seemed the country was done with 
us…why can’t we just go away?” This 
may sound harsh, but the actions of the 
Boomers speak louder than their rhetoric. 
The Boomers as the stewards of Congress, 
Wall Street, and the news media are 
blamed for the lack of trust and credibility 
in these institutions. 

The presidential candidates’ actions have 
confirmed the Baby Boomers’ hallmark 
characteristics of being outspoken, over 
confident, materialistic, egotistical and 
brash. Age has not humbled the Boomers 
nor made them mature in wisdom. And, 

we may see more Boomers in the elections 
to come. According to Howe, co-author 
of The Fourth Turning, Boomers have 
always been better at tearing things down 
than building things up. 

Last year’ election provided us with a 
wrecking ball. 

Dr. Richard Cirulli is a retired professor, 
business consultant, writer, columnist, 
and innocent bystander at large. He looks 
forward to your comments, and can be 
reached at profcirulli@optonline.net.

  

 

Starring Chase Padgett 

Come see this love letter to music!  
6 Guitars is a pitch perfect blend of music, comedy, and 

characters. Chase Padgett delivers a virtuosic perfor-
mance as he becomes 6 different guitar players each 
with their own distinct voice, views, and musical style 

(Blues, Jazz, Rock, Classical, Folk, and Country).  
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Obituaries
Annamarie Cerreta
Annamarie Cerreta, 59, of Hawthorne, 

passed away January 26, surrounded by 
her loving family. She was born January 
21, 1958 in White Plains to Marie and 
Peter Cerreta. Annamarie and Brian 
Moran were married October 15, 1988 at 
Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne and 
had two children, Casey and Kyle Moran.

Annamarie was awarded her B.A. 
in Business Administration from Pace 
University School of Business. She most 
recently was Director of Marketing at 
the Council for Economic Education 
in New York City and also worked at 
PhoCusWright, John Wiley & Sons and 
the American Institute of Physics. 

Annamarie was deeply involved in her 
community, serving as President of the 
Mt. Pleasant Central School District PTA, 
a Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts leader and 
a member of the Mt. Pleasant schools’ 
Education Foundation. She was also a 
Sherman Park Little League coach and the 
greatest-ever Soccer Mom. Annamarie 
donated regularly to the ASPCA, as well 
as being a blood and platelet donor.

Annamarie is survived by her parents, 
Peter and Marie Cerreta of Palm Coast, 
FL; her husband Brian Moran; their 
two children, Casey and Kyle Moran, 
of Hawthorne; and her brother, Steve 
Cerreta, of Palm Coast.

“Our Mom’s caring, kindness, and 
tremendous vitality touched the hearts of 
everyone she ever met. We are so fortunate 
and thankful for the joy, inspiration, and 
guidance she brought to our lives every 
day, and we will carry her loving spirit 
forward.” –Casey and Kyle Moran

Mary Ann Feeney-Jones
Mary Ann Feeney Jones, a Newburgh 

resident and former White Plains resident, 
died January 25 at the age of 82.

Mary Ann is survived by her husband 
Robert Jones, her children Gail (Craig) 
Whitted, James R. (Adele) Feeney, Donald 
(Lisa) Feeney, Beth (Rick) Bevalaqua and 
Frank Feeney III; and her 12 grandchildren 

and five great grandchildren. Also 
surviving are her step children Kathy 
(Michael) Mason, Barbara (Kim) Jones, 
Michael Jones and Jason Jones and four 
step grandchildren.

Melvina Goodwin
Melvina R. Garcia Goodwin died 

January 25. She and her twin Melvin were 
born to Tony and Carrie Garcia of White 
Plains, August 19, 1940. The Garcia clan 
had eight children who lived to adulthood. 
There were 16 children total born to 
Carrie Garcia. Melvina was the youngest 
of the four girls. She attended White 
Plains schools and eventually settled in 
Greenburgh with her family. Melvina 
loved the ocean and swimming as a youth 
and an adult. Her favorite vacations were 
always a beach location or anywhere 
away with her three grandchildren. 
Over the years she worked as a domestic 
worker throughout Westchester County 
and eventually ended her career retiring 
from her own cleaning business that she 
ran with one of her four sons, Jonathan 
Goodwin. 

Melvina is pre-deceased by her parents, 
a step-father, Augustus Wesley; five 
of her siblings, Robert of Baltimore, 
Maryland; Felix of California; Melvin 
and Eddie both of White Plains and her 
sister Martha Dynan of Vacaville, CA, 
Her son Felix Garcia is also pre-deceased. 
She is survived by three sons, Michael 
Garcia of Greenburgh and twin sons 
Jonathan and John Goodwin both of 
Poughkeepsie. She leaves behind the joys 
of her life, four grandchildren, Michelle 
Little of Stamford, CT; Deondre and 
Deona Goodwin of Trumbull, CT and 
Makeeva of Poughkeepsie. Melvina was 
blessed with one great grandchild, Oshay 
of Stamford, CT. Melvina is also survived 
by her longtime friend and Godmother to 
her children, Inez Pinkney of Wilmington, 
NC. In her last months she was watched 
over by her nephew Carlos Garcia of 
White Plains and cousins Denise Oakley 
of White Plains and Connie Rios of 

Greenburgh. She is also survived by two 
sisters Irene Garcia and Alfreda Lemon 
as well as a host of other nieces, nephews 
and cousins throughout the Providence, 
RI, Baltimore, MD and Westchester areas.

Richard Hirsch
Richard Hirsch, 95, of Hartsdale, 

husband of Joan Hirsch (Moucha), 
passed away on January 26. Born in Halle, 
Germany on March 12, 1921, he was the 
son of the late Richard Albert Hirsch and 
Anna (Brandenberger) Hirsch. Richard 
was predeceased by his first wife and 
mother of his children Helen (Reehl) 
Hirsch in December 1970. Richard 
came to America in 1926 and settled 
in Mt. Vernon, New York. He attended 
Mt. Vernon schools and graduated from 
Edison Vocational High School. Richard 
spent four years serving in the Army Air 
Corps and was discharged as Staff Sargent 
in 1946. He worked his entire 37 year 
career for the N.Y. Telephone Co. starting 
as linesman technician and finishing 
his career as Special Services Manager 
for the now Nynex Co. in 1983. Richard 
and Joan were longtime parishioners of 
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church of White 
Plains where he served on the Usher team 
and lead the buildings committee. In 
addition to his wife of 42 years Joan, he 
is survived by his children Richard and 
Kathleen (Bright) Hirsch Jr., Peter and 
Toni Anne (Resina) Hirsch and Nancy 
Hirsch Flood and husband Ken. Seven 
grandchildren, Jason, Christopher and 
Jeremy Hirsch, Michael and Matthew 
Hirsch and Katelyn and Kurt Flood. Six 
great grandchildren, Richard, Jason, 
and Andrew Hirsch, Robert and Olivia 
Hirsch and Luke and Landon Hirsch. He 
is also survived by his half sister Linda 
Hirsch Vento and husband Charles. 
Richard served as Vice President for the 
New Rochelle Rowing Club and was a 
member of the Old Guard of White Plains 
since his retirement. He loved to bowl 
and was on the Nynex bowling team and 
the Old Guard bowling club team. He 

practiced his artistic skills by attending 
the Hugh Doyle Senior center in New 
Rochelle ceramics class. Richard loved to 
travel. His other hobbies included golf, 
gardening, woodworking, fishing, and 
model railroading. 

Luisa Valdivia
Luisa Victoria Valdivia, 91, passed away 

peacefully on January 24, surrounded 
by her family at White Plains Hospital. 
Victoria was born on October 10, 1925 
in Canta, Peru. Victoria was the eldest 
daughter of Augusto Esotoro Valdivia 
Mora and Maria Julia Valdivia Sanchez. 
Her children immigrated from Peru to 
settle in the White Plains area in the 
early 1970’s before she came to join them 
in the 1980’s. She is survived by her 
daughters Maria Luz Dulanto Rojas, Janet 
Juana Ravina Alonso, and Martha Juana 
Ravina, sons Augusto Dulanto, Miguel 
Ravina, and Jose Ravina, grandchildren, 
Elizabeth, Jenny, Luis Enrique, Cristian, 
James, Sandy, Kevin, Kelly, Katherine, 
Mirvella, Monique, Milagros, Cecilia, 
Cesar Dulanto Jr., Leither, Augusto, Luis, 
Javier, Lucy, Giovanna, Paul, Jonathan, 
Julie, Miguel Ravina Jr., Deborah, 
Barbarah, Anthony, Jose Ravina Jr., Jesus 
and many great grandchildren. She was 
pre-deceased by her son Cesar Dulanto. 
Victoria will be remembered by her family 
as a loving mother and grandmother who 
had a passion for cooking. That same 
passion would bring her family together 
on Sundays for brunch. She was also 
known for telling some pretty good jokes 
even if they weren’t appropriate for some 
people in the room. We will never forget 
you Mami Victoria. You are in our hearts 
and minds. You will never be truly gone 
because the memories you leave us with 
will keep you alive. Besos Mami Victoria, 
que Diosito la tenga en su Gloria para 
siempre.

 

Westchester Workforce Housing Coalition to Host Affordable Housing Event
A little over a year after its first “teach-

in” event drew over 100 attendees, 
the Westchester Workforce Housing 
Coalition will host a follow up conference 
titled “Workforce Housing Under 
Trump: Where Do We Go From Here?” 
on February 15 at the Riverfront Library 
(One Larkin Center) in Yonkers, from  5 
to 8 p.m. Sponsored by People’s United 
Bank, the event will honor David McKay 
Wilson, Tax Watch Columnist at  The 
Journal News, for his work in highlighting 
the issues of affordable and workforce 
housing. 

Christopher Jones, Sr. Vice-President of 
the Regional Plan Association, Rev. Noelle 
Damico of Interfaith Clergy for Social 
Action, and civil rights attorney Randolph 
McLaughlin will discuss what has been 

accomplished in the last year and how to 
promote affordable and workforce housing 
in the future. With the Westchester-HUD 
federal Consent Decree winding down 
and a new administration taking office, 
attendees will participate in an interactive 
group discussion designed to develop a 
plan of action.

The Workforce Housing Coalition 
started in 2014 to promote affordable 
workforce housing in Westchester County. 
It stopped the MTA from allowing the town 
of Harrison to exclude affordable housing 
in its first transit-oriented development. 
It is the largest coalition of organizations 
promoting fair and affordable housing 
in Westchester. The Coalition’s advocacy 
prompted the MTA to adopt a policy 
promoting affordable housing in transit-

oriented-development and this year won 
inclusion of 42 units of affordable housing 
in Harrison. The Coalition has also held 
public actions to demand the county’s 
adherence to the Consent Decree and to 
mandate inclusionary zoning.

Members of the Westchester Workforce 
Housing Coalition include: Community 
Housing Innovations, Inc., Westchester 
Habitat for Humanity, White Plains/
Greenburgh NAACP, Mount Vernon 
United Tenants and Hunger Action 
Network, Working Families Party, Tri-State 
Transportation Campaign, The Leviticus 
Fund, WESPAC, ULI Westchester/
Fairfield, Human Development Services 
of Westchester, Westchester Residential 
Opportunities, and Westchester Disabled 
on the Move.

To register for this free event visit 
www.workforcehousingcoalition.org  or 
call 631-475-6390 ext. 2245.
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The Impact of Immigrant Workers in the Wine, Agriculture Industries

By Nick Antonaccio

The Problem With Mice (and Drats, Rats!) in the Home

I enjoy penning 
this column each 
week. For 486 
weeks over more 
than nine years, I’ve 
covered multiple 
topics focusing on 
a plethora of wine 
industry goings-on. 

I’ve never been at a loss to ferret out a 
kernel of information or news that I can 
nurture and expand into an expansive 
view or viewpoint for a column.

But over the last year or so, I’ve had 
an increasingly difficult time identifying 
fact from opinion, or fiction, in the 
googlesphere of journalism and colloquial 
ramblings. 

As a result, I now find myself plodding 
through every source of information 
I consider when penning a column, 
checking and double-checking, until I am 
confident the information is reliable and 
accurate.

Last week I reported on the plight of 
American workers in the aftermath of 
the Great Recession and the dawn of the 
new Industrial Revolution. I reported 
that workers in small American wineries 
have been somewhat immune due to their 
ability to continuously adapt and weather 
numerous storms.

An important, even critical, component 
of the success of the American wine 

industry, and the agricultural industry in 
general, that I deferred presenting, is the 
contribution of migrant labor.

The wine industry has perennially had 
difficulties in finding workers. In the mid-
1800s, such shortages forced farmers, large 
and small, to legally bring into the United 
States thousands of seasonal workers, 
mainly from Mexico, who returned to 
their homeland once 
crops were harvested. 
Over the last 50 years, the 
need for seasonal, and 
increasingly, permanent 
labor, has increased 
significantly. Many 
employers hired these 
workers, even though, 
increasingly, many 
illegally entered the United States. 

What to do? President Trump pledged 
to stop illegals and he has begun the 
process. But there are likely repercussions 
if he carries out his campaign promise. 

Whether legal or illegal/undocumented, 
the contributions of these workers are 
vital to the success of the wine industry, 
and by extension, the agriculture industry.

The statistics:
There are 11 million undocumented 

immigrants in the United States, of which 
5.8 million (52 percent) are Mexican 
(down from 12 million in 2009). Source: 
Department of Homeland Security.

The highest percentage, about 16 
percent, of all undocumented immigrants 
work in the agriculture industry. Source: 
U.S. Census Bureau.

Without undocumented immigrants 
in the workforce, fruit production would 
decline by over 30 percent. Source: 
American Farm Bureau Federation.

One of the key issues is finding and 
recruiting replacement 
farm workers. However, 
there aren’t as many willing, 
callous-handed American 
laborers willing to take on 
farm labor. Here’s an example 
of this dilemma. In 2011, 
the North Carolina Growers 
Association had 6,500 farm 
jobs available, all of them in 

or next to counties with unemployment 
rates greater than 10 percent. Only 268 of 
the roughly 500,000 unemployed applied. 
Fully 90 percent of them were hired, but 
only 163 showed up to work on the first 
day, and only seven workers completed 
the growing season. Source: Joint report 
of the Partnership for a New American 
Economy and the Center for Global 
Development.

Another counterargument is that 
automation can cure a good deal of the 
potential problem. However, many small 
farmers and wine producers are not able 
to afford the high cost of mechanical 

harvesters. They also eschew the reduced 
efficiency of mechanized equipment. 

One possible compromise: rather than 
deport illegal immigrants, find a way to 
keep the law-abiding men and women 
working, who provide a vital service 
to our country. Process them into the 
economy as seasonal or full-time workers 
with H-2A visas (as migrant workers), 
and then provide a lawful, and monitored, 
path to citizenship.

As we’re finding out with each passing 
day, initial comments and proclamations 
from the president are not the final word 
on matters of policy. What remains to be 
seen is the final enacted legislation that 
will rule the land. Fulfilling a campaign 
promise from the Oval Office (or Air Force 
One) is one thing; effectuating reasonable 
change through the constitutional process 
may be a more effective solution.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 20 years he has conducted 
numerous wine tastings and lectures. Nick 
is a member of the Wine Media Guild of 
wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. 
Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can 
reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

It was puzzling to us why my wife’s 
relatively new car, safely housed in the 
garage, wouldn’t start one morning. It 
was absolutely shocking to learn that the 
reason behind it was that it had been 
invaded by a family of mice that had taken 
up residence in its motor as the winter 
cold approached and had eaten away 
some wiring critical to its operation.

That wasn’t the only time that mice 
had interfered with our daily lives. Some 
winters later we experienced burst pipes 
in our crawl space because mice had eaten 
away the insulation around them. Some 
years after that, the entire pump and 
heater to our pool had to be replaced after 
mice had spent a winter eating their way 
through the mechanisms.

Most of us at some point experience 
problems with mice. It’s funny, but it’s 
almost embarrassing for us to admit, as 
witnessed by a work associate of mine 
who shared with me the most alarming 
(and ultimately expensive) story of her 
experience this winter with mice in her 
home. When I asked if I could share it 
with my readers, understandably she 
asked me not to use her real name.

So, let’s call her Amy, who lives by a lake 
in northern Westchester.

“I’ve been used to hearing mice under 
my floor when winter sets in, but this time 
around, I heard something completely 
different,” she said. “It was a loud, gnawing, 

crunching coming from 
under my kitchen sink.”

Amy said she purchased 
poison pellets from Home 
Depot, scrubbed the whole 
cabinet beneath her sink 
(“the yuckiest of kitchen 
jobs!”), found her whisk 
broom in shreds (“This is 
mice?”), put out the pellets 
and waited. 

“But the nighttime 
gnawing kept on,” she 
said. “It was like someone 
was rubbing two pieces of 
rusted metal together.”

Next, Amy reported 
that something went 
terribly wrong with her 
dishwasher. Water poured 
out from under her sink 
while it was in the rinse 
cycle. She just didn’t put 
two and two together. She 
called a plumber to fix or replace what 
she thought was the water line to the 
dishwasher. When the plumber pulled 
the dishwasher apart, there, in the water 
well at the bottom, was a hole the size of a 
baseball chewed out, with a rat’s signature 
teeth marks.

“This is war!” Amy declared. She called 
JP McHale Pest Management, the trusty 
Buchanan-based exterminator. They came 

and put down the big black 
boxes and snap traps. A 
week later, there were a few 
dead rats in her basement. 

“Their advice to me 
was to take down my bird 
feeders, which they said was 
attracting rodents which 
were then coming inside 
my house via the basement 
and coming up under my 
sink,” Amy said. “And in the 
process, they ate through my 
sheetrock and pulled out a 
good portion of insulation in 
the basement.”  

JP McHale installed 
copper mesh and steel wool 
in all entry points of her 
house, along with a foam 
sealant. For Amy, the next 
step, unfortunately, must be 
to buy a new dishwasher, one 
with a stainless steel bottom 

and inner components.
Mice are one of the more common pests 

to be found in the home, not because 
we don’t keep a clean house, but simply 
because our homes offer warmth, food 
and shelter, and they find a way in.

Entries are any holes on a home’s 
exterior such as those needed for air 
conditioning and electrical wiring leading 
to the house. Also, mice are good climbers 

and if branches of trees overhang the roof, 
they provide easy access to the attic.   

Once inside, mice can create a good 
deal of damage in a short period of time. 
Their gnawing might start innocently 
enough with soft items like clothing 
and stuffed animals as they search for 
nesting materials, but can lead to the most 
dangerous kind of damage by chewing 
on the home’s electrical wiring which can 
create a major fire hazard.

If you decide to tackle the mice problem 
yourself, I would implore you to use 
wooden snap traps, baited with peanut 
butter or Slim Jims, rather than rat poison. 
I say this because of a sad story related to 
me by a young, very sensitive pest control 
fellow I met years ago who said that snap 
traps are the most humane way to go for 
the animal.  

If you choose to use a service, I would 
refer you to JP McHale, which I have 
used for many years. JP McHale Pest 
Management can be reached at 800-479-
2284.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.
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Westchester Parent’s Day and Camp Fair
A full afternoon of fun, activities and 

classes for kids and information for 
parents on relevant local businesses and 
camps, is coming to the White Plains 
Crowne Plaza Hotel on February 5, from 
noon to 3 p.m. 

The event, an expansion of the former 
Westchester Camp Fair, is produced by 
New York Metro Parents’ Westchester 
Parent, and features more than 50 
exhibitors. Admission fee is for the whole 
family with a portion of the proceeds 
going to the Westchester Children’s 
Museum. 

Westchester Parents Day will offer 
many activities and classes to entertain 
children of all ages. Classes include a live 
animal encounter with Animal Embassy; 
music and movement with Bach to Rock; 
a museums without walls activity from 
Westchester Children’s Museum; and 
Lacrosse Clinic with Topside Lacrosse; a 
Crafts Project and a Soccer Clinic with 
Mount Tom Day Camp. 

In addition, many of the exhibitors and 
camps having activities at their booth 
space including painting, a photo fun 
booth, kids DJ dance party, a chocolate 
dipping fountain by Chocolate Works, 
costume characters, free cotton candy, a 

gaga pit and more. Every family gets a free 
gift bag, courtesy of Westchester Parent 
and the exhibitors. 

While the children play and learn, 
parents will be able to explore offerings 
from more than 50 camps, exhibitors 

and experts. They can meet providers for 
healthcare, afterschool programs, nursery 
schools, birthday party places and more. 

Tickets to the event are $15 per 
family (2 adults and up to 4 children) 
at the door and an opportunity for 
free advance registration at www.
westchesterparentsday.com with the 
coupon code RELEASE. Free tickets 
can also be found at the many places 
that Westchester Parent is distributed 
throughout the county – at play and 
activity centers, toy stores, pediatricians’ 
offices, etc. 

New York Metro Parents is a resource 
for local moms and dads looking for 
kids’ events and activities, resources and 
parenting advice, news and happenings 
and child-related businesses and 
professionals. The publisher delivers news 
to an audience of more than 1,000,000 
parents within the greater New York Metro 
area each month, publishing content daily 
on NYMetroParents.com along with 
seven local monthly magazines: Brooklyn 
Parent, Big Apple Parent, Queens Parent, 
Rockland Parent, Westchester Parent, 
and two editions of Long Island Parent, 
one for Nassau County and the other for 
Suffolk County. 

Children will enjoy instruction in many activities while parents explore information on summer camps 
and other family services at Westchester Parent’s Day

Advertise in The White Plains Examiner  914-864-0878 
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
INTERNAL MEDICINE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-940-2500
PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129

CARMEL: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

CORTLANDT MANOR:
GENERAL SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2315
OB/GYN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-1697

CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675

JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135

MAHOPAC:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-248-5556

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Moderne Barn in Armonk is offering 

three Super Bowl  take-home packages. 
Each one includes Nonna meatballs with 
tomato sauce, ricotta cheese and fresh 
basil;  Teriyaki pork ribs  with  apple napa 
cabbage slaw and ginger vinaigrette; 
and  pretzel bites  with gruyere 
cheese fondue and brown mustard.

Orders must be placed by Thursday, 
Feb. 2 for a 4 p.m. pickup on Sunday in 
time for the big game. Payment is required 
when the order is placed.

Here are the packages offered based 
on party size.
First and Ten (serves eight to 12, $165)

Nonna Meatballs (15 pieces)
Pretzel Bites (15 pieces)
Buffalo Wings (25 pieces)
Classic Caesar Salad (half tray)
Teriyaki Pork Ribs (20 pieces)
Mac and Cheese (half tray)

Third and Long (serves 18 to 20, $265)
Nonna Meatballs (30 pieces)
Pretzel Bites (30 pieces)
Buffalo Wings (50 pieces)
Classic Caesar Salad (full tray)
Teriyaki Pork Ribs (40 pieces)
Mac and Cheese (full tray) 

Fourth and Goal (serves 28 to 30 people, 
$365)

Nonna Meatballs (60 pieces)
Pretzel Bites (60 pieces)
Buffalo Wings (100 pieces)
Classic Caesar Salad (full tray)
Teriyaki Pork Ribs (80 pieces)
Mac and Cheese (full tray) 
Moderne Barn will be open for brunch 

on Feb. 5 but it will be closed for dinner. 
The restaurant is serving a $15 Backyard 

Barn Burger available through Mar. 2. The 

burger has a six-ounce, Allen Brothers 
double patty of freshly ground chuck 
beef accompanied by American cheese, 
Applewood smoked bacon, dill pickles 
and chipotle whole grain  mustard aioli 
on a Rosemary Parker House Bun. It is 
served with fried onion rings and Craft 
Can Cigar City Brown Ale and is available 
at dinner Monday through Thursday.

The restaurant also offers a three-course, 
prix fixe lunch menu Monday through 
Friday for $22.95. A three-course, prix 
fixe dinner is available Sunday through 
Thursday for $32.95.

On Sunday evenings, a prime rib and 
popover dinner, priced at $38, includes 
a 14-ounce prime rib with horseradish, 
a house-made popover and a side dish. 
It is not available on holiday weekends or 
during Hudson Valley Restaurant Week. 

On Valentine’s Day, a three-course, prix 
fixe menu will be offered from 5 to 10 p.m. 
at $78 per person ($118 with select wine 
pairing). The regular a la carte menu will 
not be available.

Moderne Barn opened in 2010. It is 
part of the Livanos Restaurant Group, 
which also operates Molyvos, Ousia and 

Oceana in New York City and City Limits 
in White Plains and Stamford. It is located 
at 430 Bedford Rd. in Armonk. For more 
information, call 914-730-0001 or visit 
www.modernebarn.com.

 The Restaurant Examiner

Armonk’s Moderne Barn Offers Big Game Take-Out Packages

RaaSa Introduces All-You-Can-Eat Sunday Brunch

Teriyaki pork ribs is part of  Moderne Barn’s Big 
Game take-out packages offered this Sunday.

Meatballs with tomato sauce ricotta cheese and 
fresh basil is included in the Big Game take-out 
packages offered for this Sunday at Armonk’s 
Moderne Barn.

Pretzel bites are also part of  Moderne Barn’s Big 
Game package.

By Jerry Eimbinder
RaaSa, an Indian restaurant in Elmsford, 

has introduced brunch buffet service on 
Sundays from 12 to 3 p.m. 

“Our all-you-can-eat menu changes 
every Sunday and includes a large variation 
of vegetarian and non-vegetarian entrées 
and a sampling of desserts,” said Priya 
Kapoor-Salian. 

Priya and her husband, Ashok Salian, 
opened RaaSa (which means “essence 
of life”) last year in the space previously 
occupied by Malabar Hill. Brunch costs 
$17 for adults and $11 for children, plus 
tax and gratuity. 

While the brunch dishes change weekly, 
guests can usually expect to choose from 
tandoori chicken wings, kebabs, pakoras 
and tikki on their visits. Typically, 
brunch includes a vegetarian soup, two 
vegetarian appetizers, two non-vegetarian 
appetizers, two salads, basmati rice, fresh 

hot naan brought to the guest’s table and 
two desserts.

In addition to the regular luncheon 
menu, take-out boxes are available from 
12 to 3 p.m. for $11 to $13 and include a 
main course, rice, naan, lentil and dessert. 
The dinner menu is impressive, a lengthy 

list of contemporary appetizers and 
entrées created by Executive Chef Peter 
Beck and the owners.

Ashok Salian is a member of a family with 
a long history in the restaurant business. 
He graduated from the Kohinoor College 
of Hotel & Tourism Management Studies 
in Mumbai and worked for 18 months at 
the JW Marriott Hotel there after earning 
his diploma. He met his future wife when 
both were employed by the JW Marriott 
Phoenix Desert Ridge Resort & Spa in 
Arizona. Later, both were members of the 
team that opened the Tamarind Tribeca 
restaurant in Manhattan.

Priya, who grew up in Chappaqua, 
said she always dreamed of opening a 
restaurant in Westchester. She is in charge 
of the front of the house and the catering 
operations.

Beck was born in New Delhi, India. 
He began his cooking career at Bombay’s 

Centaur Hotel where he advanced to 
sous chef. Subsequently, he cooked 
and occasionally trained local cooks at 
restaurants in Thailand, the Philippines, 
Hong Kong, Singapore and England.    

He came to America in 1994 and was 
recognized for his interpretation of the late 
Raji Jallepalli-Reiss’s fare. While cooking 
at Tamarind Tribeca, he received a Chef 
of 2002 Award from the James Beard 
Foundation. He also worked at Benares, 
an Indian restaurant in Manhattan.

Dinner is served at RaaSa Monday 
through Saturday from 5 to 10 p.m. and on 
Sunday from 5 to 9:30 p.m. Lunch is served 
every day from 12 to 3 p.m. Catering and 
delivery services are available.

RaaSa is located at 145 E. Main St. in 
Elmsford. It has a parking lot and street 
parking (without meters) is available. For 
more information, call 914-347-7890 or 
visit www.raasany.com. 

Ashok Salian and Priya Kapoor-Salian, owners 
of  RaaSa in Elmsford.
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Chopt Opens in Dobbs Ferry; Scarsdale Next Location
By Jerry Eimbinder

Chopt Creative Salad Company 
opened three weeks ago in Dobbs 
Ferry, the casual-eating chain’s third 
Westchester location.  It also has 
eateries in Mount Kisco and Rye Brook 
and 35 other locations in the U.S., 
including Greenwich, Conn.

It is  hiring staff for a fourth 
Westchester  location to open soon in 
Scarsdale at the Golden Horseshoe 
Shopping Center on Wilmot Road.

“Our mission to change the way 

America eats begins with healthy, 
flavorful food that is just as convenient 
and affordable as other fast food 
options,” said Colin McCabe, Chopt’s co-
founder.

Key New York State providers of 
ingredients and foods for the new 
restaurant includes  Satur Farms, Hot 
Bread Kitchen, Coach Farms and 
Euphrates Feta, plus FreeBird Farms 
and Soom Farms from Pennsylvania. 
Locally procured items include arugula, 
mesclun, goat cheese, feta cheese, tahini, 

honey, tea, naturally  raised chicken, 
croutons and more.

The menu includes a wide  variety of 
salads with dressings made daily in small 
batches, grain and noodle bowls, soup 
and salad  combination meals, snacks 
and kid-sized portions for children. 
Customers can also create their own 
salads from an extensive selection 
of ingredients or construct salad 
sandwiches.

Beverages include freshly brewed iced 
tea, fruit coolers and lemonade.

The new Dobbs Ferry restaurant has 
more than 65 seats, communal dining 
areas, booth seating and playful wallpaper 
created in partnership with Batabasta, a 
Spanish design team.    

The company was  founded in 
Manhattan in 2001 by McCabe and Tony 
Shure.

The Dobbs Ferry Chopt is located at the 
Rivertown Square Shopping Center at 14 
Lawrence St. It is open daily from 10:30 
a.m. to 9 p.m. For more information, 
call 914-279-0430.
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ADOPTION
Fun Crazy Loving Couple Seeking to 
Adopt Baby. Husband Chef Wife Teach-
er. Top US Schools. Dogs Beach Sun Flip 
Flops. 631-432-5591 or www.debraandjef-
freyadopt.com

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

CONSTRUCTION
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS start-
ing at $199 Installed. Senior/Veterans 
discount on all Energy Star windows.  
Family owned 40yrs. BBB+ Member. 
Lifetime warranty on all windows. Ron 
1(844)835-1180.

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-
NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

HEALTH
IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE REPLACE-
MENT SURGERY AND SUFFERED AN 
INFECTION between 2010 and the pres-
ent time, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
STYLIST WANTED, MAN OR WOM-
AN, Following preferred, for a growing 
salon in Katonah.  914-232-5201

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

HUNTING
OUR HUNTERS WILL PAY TOP $$$ to 
hunt your land. Call for a free Base Camp 
Leasing info packet and quote. 866-309-
1507. www.basecampleasing.com

LAND WANTED
LAND WANTED: Cash buyer seeks large 
acreage 200+ acres in the Central/Finger 
Lakes and Catskills Regions of NY State. 
Brokers welcome. For immediate con-
fidential response, call 607-353-8068 or 
email info@NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICES
75 HILLSIDE AVENUE, LLC FILED 
AN ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
with the NYS Dept. of State on 12-9-16.  
The office of the LLC is located in West-
chester County.  The NY Secretary of State 
has been designated as the agent upon 
whom process may be served.  NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 
John Credaroli, 2 Columbus Avenue, 
Valhalla, NY 10595.  Purpose: Any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF TAX-
SOLUTION4EXPATS.COM, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/14/2016.Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Seung Yup Kang, 27 Overlook 
street, Mount Vernon, New York 10552. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
CORE REALTY LLC FILED WITH 
SSNY ON 12/6/16.  Office in Westches-
ter County.  SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 829 Franklin Avenue, Thorn-
wood NY 10594.  Purpose:  any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WOL-
VERINE SECURITY LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
09/26/2016.  Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
373 Downing Dr., Yorktown Heights, 
NY 10598. Purpose: Security Business.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the year 
2017 Tentative Assessment Roll will be 
filed on February 1, 2017 with the Vil-
lage Clerk, 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleas-
antville, New York, where it may be seen 
and examined by any person at all times 
during business hours (8:30am-4:00pm).  
The Board of Trustees and the Assessor 
will meet for the purpose of completing 
such assessment roll and of hearing and 
determining grievances in relations there-
to by any person(s) conceiving himself 
aggrieved thereby on Tuesday February 
21, 2017 between the hours of 6:00pm 
to 9:00pm, at the Clinton Street Senior 
Center, 1A Clinton Street, Pleasantville, 
New York.  The last filing date is Feb-
ruary 21, 2017. Village of Pleasantvil-
lePleasantville, New York 10570, Judith 
Weintraub Village Clerk

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

MODULAR CONSTRUCTION
EINSTEIN MODULAR CONSTRUC-
TION- WHOLESALE FACTORY DI-
RECT PRICING. VISIT WWW.EIN-
STEINMODULARCONSTRUCTION.
COM TO VIEW PLANS AND INVOIC-
ES. WE WILL BUILD ANY PLAN. 845-
734*EMC2(3622)

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! Catskill 
Mtn Farm Land! 39 acres- $84,900 (cash 
price) Incredible valley views, fields, 
woods, spring, stonewalls! Twn rd, utili-
ties! Terms are avail! 888-905-8847 NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! Catskill 
Mtn Farm Land! 39 acres- $84,900 (cash 
price) Incredible valley views, fields, 
woods, spring, stonewalls! Twn rd, utili-
ties! Terms are avail! 888-905-8847 NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast) Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an Old Florida fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from 89,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

TRAINING
O.S.H.A.   10 Hr. Outreach COMPLI-
ANCE SAFETY TRAINING CON-
STRUCTION (IN ENGLISH) HELD AT 
THE ELKS LODGE #2101 RT. 22 Brew-
ster or company facility’s Putnam, West-
chester, Duchess, CT Must pre- Register
845-743-5324 EMAIL-macarcich@gmail.
com Authorized Outreached trainer 
#1285-C0100219

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified 
Ad Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail 
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include the 
words “Happenings Calendar Submission” 
in your email subject line. Entries 
should be sent to Pat Casey at pcasey@
theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Jan. 31
Stories & Stuff. “Fairytale Favorites” 

including a craft activity, for ages 4 and 
5 without adult. Literacy connections are 
made at “Stories & Stuff ” where stories 
are centered around a theme and children 
listen & interact with corresponding 
rhymes, songs and/or finger plays. A final 
craft project ties in with the topic fostering 
a sense that stories are imaginative, 
yet lasting, and continue to enrich our 
creative thoughts and play; 4:30 p.m. at 
White Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave., 
White Plains. 

Tuesdays at Dorry’s. Roger 
Witherspoon and Marilyn Elie will talk 
about Indian Point, Westchester’s Nuclear 
Power Plant. Roger Witherspoon is a 
journalist who has written about energy 
matters for 40 years. He takes no position 
on closing Indian Point. Marilyn Elie is a 
longtime advocate to close Indian Point 
and is cautiously optimistic  about the 
current agreement to close Unit 2 and Unit 
3 by 2020 and 2021 respectively.  Come 
and find out more about the agreement, 
what it entails for our grid, the tax base, 
and the workers.  What made Entergy, 
the corporation that owns Indian Point, 
come to the bargaining table? Why would 
the Governor work so hard to close one 
nuclear plant while asking for a 7.6-billion-
dollar tax to keep four reactors in upstate 
New York open?  Contrary to popular 
belief, Indian Point provides very little 
of the electricity that powers the NYC/
Westchester grid.  Power consumption is 
going down, not up. We have a surplus of 
electricity and closing Indian Point would 
barely cause a blink in our system even if 
it went off line immediately. Tuesdays@
Dorry’s gathers conservation partners 
every Tuesday to share a meal and learn 
from presenters invited each week. Food 
ordering starts at 5:30 p.m. presentation 6 
to 7 p.m. Dorry’s Diner, 468Mamaroneck 
Ave., White Plains, 914-682-0005. 

Wednesday, Feb. 1
Noonday Getaway Concert. Downtown 

Music at Grace welcomes Pianofest – An 
extraordinary concert which features 
the distinguished piano faculty of the 
Music Conservatory of Westchester: Duo 
pianists Svetlana Gorokhovich and Irena 

Portenko  perform repertoire for piano 
four hands, plus composer-pianists Cindi 
Hsu and Mikhail Zeiger offer their original 
works for piano solo. A Downtown Music 
debut; 30-minute free concert; 12:10 p.m. 
at Grace Episcopal Church, 33 Church St. 
(Main Street at Mamaroneck Avenue), 
White Plains. This concert is made 
possible with the generous support of 
Sabin and Beverley Streeter.

Lunchtime Meditation. At the White 
Plains Library a weekly meditation 
program. No registration or equipment 
necessary. Starts promptly at 12:15 p.m. 
with the first few minutes devoted to 
beginning instruction. For information 
please contact 914-422-1496 or 
cdeschamps@whiteplainsny.gov. The 
White Plains Public Library is located at 
100 Martine Ave., White Plains.

Faculty Art Show. Westchester 
Community College is presenting works 
by faculty members in a show entitled “HY-
BRID.” It will feature work inspired by the 
description of that word: the definition 
of the noun is “something that is formed 
by combining two or more things.” Art 
made in the 21st century is often a hybrid 
of materials and techniques, requiring 
a multi-faceted skillset that transcends 
conventional boundaries of discipline or 
media. Westchester Community College’s 
Fine Arts Gallery, Academic Arts Building 
(third floor), 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Open Monday through 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., plus Thursdays 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Free. Continues through 
Apr. 15. Info: 914-606-6835 or visit www.
sunywcc.edu/gallery.

Thursday, Feb. 2
NT Live: “Amadeus.” Wolfgang 

Amadeus Mozart, a rowdy young prodigy, 
arrives in Vienna, the music capital of 
the world and he’s determined to make 
a splash. Awestruck by his genius, court 
composer Antonio Salieri has the power 
to promote his talent or destroy his name. 
Seized by obsessive jealousy, Salieri 
begins a war with Mozart, with music, 
and ultimately, with God. Lucian Msamati 
plays Salieri in Peter Shaffer’s iconic play, 
broadcast live from the National Theatre 
in London, and with live orchestral 
accompaniment by Southbank Sinfonia. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 2 p.m. Members: $25. 
Non-members: $35. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

“Into the Woods.” A witty and wildly 
theatrical re-invention of this Tony 
Award-winning musical classic by 

Stephen Sondheim and James Lapine. 
Mind the wolf, heed the witch and honor 
the giant in the sky at this extraordinary 
musical about the power of wishes and 
what really happens after they come true. 
The Performing Arts Center at Purchase 
College, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 
8 p.m. $38.75 to $85. Also Feb. 3. Info 
and tickets: 914-251-6100 or visit www.
artscenter.org.

Saturday, Feb. 4
Camp Fair. Come to the White 

Plains Recreation & Parks Camp Fair, 
10 a.m. to 1p.m., at White Plains High 
School Cafeteria (entrance on North 
Street) to learn about summer program 
offerings.  This is a free event, open to 
residents and non-residents. Meet the 
Camp directors and staff and hear about 
half and full day camps with activities, 
special events, trips, swimming, and 
early drop off and extended day services. 
Specialty Camps – Cheer-Hip Hop 
Camp, JF Football Camp, WP Youth 
Soccer Camp, TGA Golf Camp, Multi-
Sports Camp, Tennis Camp, Creative 
Art Explorations, Mad Science and 
Jedi Master Engineering and STEM 
FUNdamentals with LEGO. Find out 
about financial aid and save money with 
an early payment plan. Fun for kids… 
popcorn, crafts and a magician show at 
11 a.m. Camp registration is available on 
site with early bird savings.  Enrollment 
is limited.  Immunization records are 
required to register. For additional 
information, call (914) 422-1424. 

Hike the Purple Trail. Join a hike 
just to take in the beauty of the preserve. 
Cranberry Lake Preserve, North White 
Plains. 11 a.m. to noon. Free. Info: 914-
428-1005.

Winter Wolves for Kids. Children will 
learn about the mythology surrounding 
wolves and the important role they play 
in the natural world. This is an exciting 
time for wolves; they’re out searching for 
prey as their growing pups experience 
their first winter season. Guests will visit 
ambassador Wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai 
and Zephyr and the critically endangered 
red wolves and Mexican gray wolves. Hot 
beverages will be served. Dress for cold 
weather. Wolf Conservation Center, 
South Salem. 2 p.m. Adults: $15. Children 
(under 12): $12. Also Feb. 11 and 19 
at 11 a.m. and Feb. 12 and 25 at 2 p.m. 
Pre-registration required.  Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Chinese New Year Celebration. Family 
friendly activities commemorating the 

beginning of the Year of the Rooster. 
Includes a papercraft workshop where 
participants can create a Chinese rooster 
and a New Year fish. Also, members of 
Kwan’s Kung Fu in Peekskill will perform 
a traditional Lion Dance, believed in 
Chinese culture to scare away evil spirits 
and bring good luck. Pelham Art Center, 
155 Fifth Ave., Pelham. 2 to 4 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-738-2525 or visit www.
pelhamartcenter.org.

“6 Guitars.” Chase Padgett delivers a 
virtuosic performance as he becomes six 
different guitar players, each with their 
own distinct voice, views and musical 
style (blues, jazz, rock, classical, folk and 
country). During this 90-minute show, 
each of the characters ranging from a 
19-year-old rock prodigy to an 87-year-
old blues man share their journey with 
music from discovery to mastery through 
songs and stories that leaves the audience 
laughing, crying and falling in love 
with music all over again. White Plains 
Performing Arts Center, 11 City Place, 
White Plains. 8 p.m. $24 to $34. Info 
and tickets: 914-328-1600 or visit www.
wppac.com.

Sunday, Feb. 5
Interreligious Prayer Service. The 13th 

Annual Interreligious Prayer Service 
for Peace and Justice Celebrating World 
Interfaith Harmony; 3 p.m. at Shinnyo-
En Temple of White Plains, 370 North St., 
White Plains; 914-421-1111.

Blood Drive. The Greenburgh Hebrew 
Center of Dobbs Ferry is hosting its annual 
community blood drive in partnership 
with White Plains Hospital. Refreshments 
will be provided to all donors after they are 
done with their donation. Potential donors 
are encouraged to make an appointment, 
but walk-ins are welcome. Greenburgh 
Hebrew Center, 515 Broadway, Dobbs 
Ferry. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: 914-681-1056. 
Appointments: E-mail blooddrive@g-h-c.
org. 

Hoff-Barthelson Music School 
Master Class Series: Byron Janis. An 
internationally renowned pianist, Janis 
will coach the school’s piano students in 
the second of eight master classes this 
season. Hoff-Barthelson Music School, 
25 School Lane, Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-723-1169, visit www.hbms.org 
or e-mail hb@hbms.org.
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By Albert Coqueran
On Thursday, Jan. 26, as the National 

Anthem played for the start of the White 
Plains High School versus Mt. Vernon 
High School basketball game, the gate 
for admission was temporally halted as 
the crowd stood silently for the Anthem.

The Harry Jefferson Gym was already 
packed for the game but the line for 
admission still spilled into the hallway 
outside the gym. Might the standing 
room only crowd have been present 
anyway at White Plains High School 
for a game against these two longtime 
Section 1 rivals? Possibly, Yes. 

However, assuring the enormous 
attendance was a Twitter message sent 
by White Plains Head Coach Spencer 
Mayfield the day prior to the game 
announcing that the entrance fee of $3 
to the game would be donated to support 
the son of slain Tigers basketball legend 
Markus Austin. 

On Sunday, Jan. 22, Austin, 33 years 
old, the Tigers All-Time Leading Scorer, 
was killed in a senseless shooting in 
Montpelier, Vermont. Austin settled 
in Vermont after playing professional 
basketball in the former American 

Basketball Association with the now 
defunct Vermont Frost Waves. He 
worked as a Behavioral Interventionist 
at Washington County Mental Health 
and as a Mental Health Specialist at the 
Vermont Psychiatric Care Hospital in 
Berlin, Vermont.

Austin played for Mayfield before 
graduating from WPHS in 2001 and 
earning a scholarship to Eastern 
Michigan University. During his 
sophomore year at WPHS, Austin led 
the Tigers to the 1999 New York State 
Championship. He was a 1,000-point 
scorer for the Tigers and scored 1,425 
points during his four years playing at 
Eastern Michigan.

“He was probably the purest shooter 
that I have ever coached. When he 
shot the ball in the basket the net never 
moved,” commented Mayfield, trying to 
hold his emotions in check. With the 
game-day admission fee and donations, 
the White Plains High School Basketball 
community collected over $1800, in a 
mere few hours, which was contributed 
to the Austin Family to help support the 
late Markus Austin’s son Marquis, who 
will be five years old on February 18. 

“The money 
certainly cannot 
make it better but 
if we can help his 
young son then we 
have to try,” stated 
Mayfield, who also 
coached Markus’s 
younger brother 
Devon, who sat 
in the stands at 
the game with his 
nephew Marquis. 

Devon Austin 
was an All-County 
player for the 
Tigers as well, 
before graduating 
in 2005 and having 
a standout career 
at Manhattan 
College. The 
younger Austin 
played professional 
basketball in 
Europe after 
staring for 
the Jaspers. In 
memory of Markus 
Austin his Tigers 
jersey number 25, 
will never be worn 
again by a White 
Plains High School 
basketball player.

Services will 
be held for 

Markus Austin, on 
Wednesday, Feb. 
1, at Union Baptist 
Church, located 
at 31 Manhattan 
Avenue, White Plains. 
Visitation will be 
from 9 to 11 a.m. 
with a Funeral Service 
beginning at 11:00 
a.m.

Tigers Struggle on 
the Hardwood

On Saturday, 
the White Plains 
Tigers were able to 
secure a victory on 
the hardwood at 
the Lower Hudson 
Basketball Coaches 
Association (LHBCA) 
Coaches vs. Cancer 
Tournament at 
Albertus Magnus 
High School. 
The Tigers beat 
Clarkstown South, 
50-41, behind 18 
points from senior Joe 
Zemon and 10 points 
from junior Miles 
Hardy.

The Tigers defense 
held the Vikings to 
just 12 points in the 
second half with no field goals and a 
mere five free throws scored in the third 
quarter. Nonetheless, as impressive as 
the Tigers victory was over the Vikings, 
it was their first win in eight games. 

The Tigers had not won a game since 
beating Monroe-Woodbury High School 
in the Slam Dunk Tournament Opening 
Round back on December 26. The Tigers 
after playing well but losing to Cardinal 
Hayes High School in the Slam Dunk 
Championship Game went on to lose 
six more straight games before beating 
Clarkstown South on Saturday.

Within their seven-game losing streak 
the Tigers (5-10) lost to Mamaroneck, 
Scarsdale, New Rochelle, Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania, and twice to Mt. Vernon 
High School. The second loss to the 
Knights was by 31 points, 74-43, at home, 
on Thursday, Jan. 26. “It is an uphill 
battle right now, things just snowballed 
and have not gone our way and we have 
not shown the ability to fight out of it,” 
commented Mayfield.

White Plains’ main problem stems 
from lack of scoring, as with 14 games 
already played this season, no Tigers 
player is averaging in double figures. 
There have been some double-digit 
scoring games for Hardy, Zemon, senior 

Michael Schuler, junior Spencer Lodes 
and freshman Eisaiah Murphy but none 
of the Tigers are averaging in double 
digits this season. Hardy and Schuler are 
leading the team, while averaging a little 
more than eight points per game.

Also, the Tigers have to stop the 
unforced errors, namely turnovers and 
take care of the basketball. On Thursday, 
the Tigers were playing well against Mt. 
Vernon losing by only two points at 5:20 
of the second quarter. Then they missed 
shot after shot and turned the ball over 
to give the Knights a 10-point lead less 
then a minute later. “Mindless turnovers, 
turnovers have been a problem for us all 
year. We turn the ball over without even 
being pressured,” commented Mayfield.

Regardless of their 5-10 record, as of 
their win on Saturday, the Tigers will 
hear nothing about looking past this 
year to future prospects. With five games 
remaining this season and the injured 
Glenn Butler, Jr. almost back to form 
with the strong inside play from Lodes 
and Zemon; if Schuler, Murphy and 
Hardy can get their shots on target, the 
Section 1 Playoffs are certainly a reality.

“We are not looking at the future right 
now, we are trying to get off this losing 
streak and play. We are trying to get on a 
roll and look to the playoffs,” said Lodes. 

EX AMINER SPORTS

LONNIE WEBB PHOTOS

White Plains High School Head Girls Basketball Coach Tara Flaherty shouts 
instructions to her team in the fourth quarter of  the Tigers, 60-55, loss 
in Overtime to Section 1 rival New Rochelle High School, on Wednesday, 
Jan. 18, at WPHS. 

Tigers Pay Solemn Tribute to Fallen Comrade, Struggle on the Hardwood

White Plains junior, Miles Hardy (left) has been coming into his own recently, 
while scoring 11 points in the Tigers loss to Mt. Vernon on Thursday and 10 
points in the Tigers win over Clarkstown South on Saturday. Hardy keeping his 
shot on target is essential for the Tigers (5-10) to make the Section 1 Playoffs 
this season.
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East Coast Panthers
SPRING 2017

Basketball AAU Tryouts
YOUTH
Boys - Court 1 • Girls - Court 2

February 12
3rd & 4th Grade : 9:00 AM - 10:15 AM
5th & 6th Grade : 10:30 AM -11:45 AM 
7th & 8th Grade : 12:00 PM - 1:15 PM

February 26
3rd & 4th Grade : 9:00 AM - 10:15 AM
5th & 6th Grade : 10:30 AM -11:45 AM 
7th & 8th Grade : 12:00 PM - 1:15 PM

HIGH SCHOOL
February 26
Girls 9th,10th &11th Grade : 1:30 PM - 2:45 PM

February 27
Boys 9th Grade: 7:00 PM - 8:15 PM
Boys 10th & 11th Grade: 8:15 PM - 9:30 PM

March 1
Girls 9th, 10th & 11th Grade - 7:00 PM - 8:15 PM
Boys 9th, 10th & 11th Grade - 8:15 PM

Tryouts are $25 per child, 
we have several dates for 
your convenience but only 

one tryout is required.
Tryouts are being held at 

The Masters School.
49 Clinton Ave

Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522

Registration is at the door. 
For any questions, please 

feel free to contact 
Coach Chris DiCintio  

at coachdicintio@ 
optonline.neteastcoastpanthers.com

Weekend Warrior Risks

By Dr. Kevin D. 
Plancher Guest 

Column

Ready, Set, Play 
Sometimes weekend 

warrior activities 
are welcoming for 
injury. They are often 
greater in intensity 
than weekday exercise 
sessions because 
weekend warrior 

sports like soccer, 
basketball, golf and 

tennis tend to involve groups of players. 
Playing a sport with a group of buddies or 
on a team can inspire a more competitive 
spirit than, say, walking or jogging alone. 
The more competitive the game, the more 
likely we are to push our bodies past their 
limits, increasing the risk of injuries

The typical weekend warrior injuries 
are most likely to occur in the joints 
and muscles of the knees, shoulders and 
elbows. That’s because they are the three 
key areas that receive the most shock and 
friction during these weekend warrior 
activities.

The following tips will help to prepare 
the body for a weekend of intense sports 
activity:

Sneak in some weekday activity. 

Weekend warriors can take small steps 
during the week to prepare themselves 
for their weekend activities. For example, 
take a quick 20 to 30 minute walk at lunch 
each day, or keep a set of light weights 
in the office and fit in a couple of sets of 
lifts during the day. Use a resistance band 
to stretch the shoulders 
and back muscles while 
in the office. Lastly, 
where possible, core 
strengthening such as 
planks or sit-ups can help 
prevent back injury. In all, 
any movement that can 
keep the muscles engaged 
and the joints moving will help prepare 
the body for the more intense activity on 
the weekends. 

Make sure to warm-up and stretch 
on game day. It is critical to warm up 
the body and muscles before getting out 
on the field or court. Take a short jog 
or brisk walk in advance of the game to 
get the blood flowing and increase joint 
flexibility. Do some gentle stretching to 
prepare the muscles for a more intense 
workout.

Know when to rest. Weekend warriors 

should be mindful of when they are over 
doing it and should allow for reasonable 
resting during long games or physical 
activities. It’s OK, in fact, imperative, to 
take regular rest breaks and to hydrate the 
body. If substitutes are available, take the 
opportunity for a rest. You don’t need to be 

the last guy down the mountain 
or play all four quarters of a 
Saturday basketball game to 
have some fun. The odds for 
injury increase when players 
are tired.

Don’t over-do it. Knowing 
when you’ve had enough 
is not always easy, but it’s 

particularly important for weekend 
warriors. Pay attention to signals from the 
body indicating that it is overworked, or 
injured, and immediately stop the activity. 
Some sports-related joint and muscle 
injuries require immediate medical 
attention to minimize further damage. If 
you feel that you might have injured your 
knee or shoulder during a game, take 
a rest and if pain persists, see a doctor 
sooner than later.

Most importantly, make sure your 
health can allow for exercise. Check first 

with your internist before starting any 
new exercise regimen.

Weekend sports are lots of fun and 
when played with a reasonable attitude 
and attention to safety, they can be a 
wonderful way to enjoy a Saturday or 
Sunday afternoon with friends or family.

  Kevin D. Plancher, MD,  is a board-
certified orthopaedic surgeon and the 
founder of Plancher Orthopaedics & Sports 
Medicine; www.plancherortho.com.
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly. 

BIG CATCH. BIG GAME.

Pictures and Autographs with fans. First 100 guests in line will receive an 
Autographed Mini Football.

APPEARANCE COURTESY OF JAG SPORTS MARKETING

FEBRUARY 5TH • MEET & GREET WITH

DAVID TYREE
5:30PM - 6:30PM • ENTERTAINMENT LOUNGE


