
1January 3 - January 9, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com

Covering White Plains, Greenburgh and HarrisonFREE
January 3 - January 9, 2017                                                                                                   SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                    Volume 7, Issue 281

Woman’s Club of White 
Plains Shows Its Holiday Spirit

White Plains 
Tigers Do 
Well at 
Slam Dunk 
Tournament

Astorino: County Has Complied 
With Affordable Housing 

1December 30 - January 5, 2015www.Th eExaminerNews.com

Covering White Plains, Greenburgh and HarrisonFRee
December 30- January 5, 2015                                                                                              SmaLL NewS IS BIG NewS                                                                                                                      Volume 4, Issue 176

twitter.com/@examinermedia

Olympian 
Returns to 
Hometown

Page 7

Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

�D�r�e�a�m� �K�i�t�c�h�e�n�s� �&� �B�a�t�h�s

Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2

Page 13

By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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By Colleen Fay
Even though it surpassed its goal of 

100 Acts of Kindness for its centennial 
celebration last month, the Woman’s 
Club of White Plains has continued its 
charitable activities in the community.

A Holiday Boutique and Dinner 
at the Club was attended by over 100 
guests and vendors. Guests were treated 
to a delicious buffet dinner catered by 
Caperberry Events and also got in some 
holiday shopping. The vendors showcased 
a variety of gifts including ornaments, 
candles, clothing, jewelry, specialty foods 

and the White Plains Thrift Shop was a 
treasure trove of holiday decorations as 
well as great buys on clothing. Proceeds 
from the event were donated to Lifting 
Up Westchester. 

A toy drive was also held at the Holiday 
dinner. Toys for children of all ages were 
collected for needy families in White 
Plains. Sheila Foley from the White Plains 
Youth Bureau said “Please tell everyone 
at the Woman’s Club how appreciative 
we are of all the gifts!  They came at a 
critical time when we were running low 
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WP Transit District Plan 
Ready for Public Review
By Pat Casey

The Downtown White Plains Transit 
District Strategic Plan has been published 
on the city’s website.

According to the Vision Statement for 
the Plan, its purpose “is to develop an 
implementation strategy for an enhanced 
Multimodal Transportation Center that 
accommodates all modes of travel, max-
imizes economic development potential 
immediately around the station, and acti-
vates connections into Downtown White 
Plains, resulting in increased economic 
vitality.”

The study, funded by a government 
grant that included the identification and 
engagement of a stake-holder task force 
and the public through open informa-
tion and exchange sessions, created a goal 
structure to address the need for a mod-
ern, efficient and accessible public transit 
hub in downtown White Plains within a 
regional multimodal transportation net-
work. 

continued on page 2

[L-r] Tigers Shean Augustin, Glenn Butler, 
Jr., Joe Zemon and Michael Shuler hold 
the Slam Dunk Tournament Bracket One 
Runner-up Trophy at the Westchester County 
Center. White Plains High School played 
an impressive game but lost to CHSAA 
powerhouse Cardinal Hayes High School, 
64-57, in the Championship Game. For 
more about the Tigers Slam 
Dunk Game see Page 15. 

By Martin Wilbur
County Executive Rob Astorino an-

nounced last Tuesday that Westchester 
has complied with the terms of the af-
fordable housing settlement with the 
federal government, apparently ending 
a contentious seven-year battle with the 
Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD).

During his presentation at the county 
building in White Plains, Astorino said 
building permits have been issued for 
790 new affordable units in the 31 mostly 
white municipalities named in the 2009 

settlement, exceeding the minimum 750-
unit threshold for compliance by the end 
of 2016. 

Close to 400 units are already built and 
occupied, he said. Another 100 units are 
expected to receive approvals throughout 
the county in 2017, while about 400 oth-
ers will also be built in communities that 
were not part of the settlement. 

Westchester has used about $82 mil-
lion in county money to help subsidize 
the construction, about $30 million more 
than it was required to spend.

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTO 
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Woman’s Club of White Plains Shows Its Holiday Spirit WP Transit District Plan Ready for Public Review
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The Springvale Inn  
 Assisted Living Residence 
 All the support one needs  
 at an affordable price 
914-739-4404 
  
The Pines at Narragansett 
 Enhanced, Independent Senior Living 
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914-941-7300 

ACCESS TO A FULL CONTINUUM OF CARE : 
ADULT DAY SERVICES – REHABILITATION—SKILLED NURSING – RESPITE 

 Affordable  
Senior Housing  

Is Closer  
Than You Think! 

Ask About Our Move-In Special  
 - Third Month Is Free! - 

    At the Heart of Senior Living 
Ossining & Croton-on Hudson 

bethelwell.org 

on gifts to match up 
with families.  They are 
perfect.  Thank you to 
everyone.”

The Salvation Army 
was also the recipient 
of the Woman’s Club’s 
generosity. Members 
of the club rang the 
bell at the Westchester 
Mall, encouraging 
donations from the 
holiday shoppers. Club 
members were thankful 
to all those who donated 
to this worthy cause.

Finally, the Woman’s 
Club revived an old 
tradition, that of 
Christmas caroling in 
the streets of White 
Plains. Club members and friends 
visited the local neighborhood and did 
their best to bring holiday cheer. They 
were warmly received and the neighbors 
pleasantly surprised by the carolers at 
their doors. 

The Woman’s Club of White Plains is 
a diverse group of women with a shared 
sense of civic responsibility and a desire 
to give back to the community. Its 
mission is to enhance the lives of others 
as well as their members by participating 
in and sponsoring volunteer, charitable 

and fund-raising activities as well as 
social, educational and networking 
opportunities. In addition, the Club 
is also responsible for maintaining 
and restoring the historic CV Rich 
mansion, its clubhouse since 1930.  The 
Woman’s Club believes every woman can 
contribute to the various opportunities 
the Club offers and invites women of all 
ages to join them as they continue their 
work to improve our communities.  For 
more information about Club events 
and membership, see the website www.
womansclubofwhiteplains.org. 

Laura Montoya and Zjohdell Hudson accept gifts for the White Plains 
Youth Bureau.

The challenges immediately identified 
in the Plan include physical infrastructure 
and land use patterns such as existing high-
rise office towers and large surface park-
ing lots within the identified district area. 
Connectivity between the train station and 
the downtown was also identified as very 
limited and perceived as “sterile and unin-
viting.”

Near and short-term approaches for in-
vestment and improvements in the Plan 
range from streetscape improvements 
and improved access to the existing Met-
ro-North station platforms to potential 
zoning changes within White Plains to es-
tablish future development patterns. These 
approaches included the establishment of 
baselines for pedestrian circulation, traffic 

and parking, land use, urban design and 
development, and market demand and de-
mographics.

Creating an area identity was also given 
importance to establish a “sense of place.” 
The study area around the station includes 
buildings that lack frontages and land-
scaped areas that people can respond to. 
Focus was put on quality of life and pedes-
trian experiences.

The study notes that there is potential for 
5 million square feet or more of new de-
velopment based on a build-out of space 
under current zoning, including approx-
imately 1.3 million square feet on four 
city-controlled parcels at or near the station 
and 3.7 million square feet on 14 addition-
al parcels owned by others. Several office 
buildings in the area dating from the 1970s 
and 80s were determined to be physically 
suited for conversion to housing or other 
use, if economically feasible. Convertible 
floor area in these buildings was totaled at 
roughly 480,000 square feet.

Near-term strategies, identified for po-
tential completion within one to three years 
include bicycle facilities, signage orienta-
tion and way-finding, open space, parks 

and plazas and station 
area improvements for 
traffic, parking and pe-
destrian flow.

Mid- and long-
term strategies were 
identified as those in-
vestments that would 
begin planning stag-
es and development 
within the near term 
with implementation 
longer than three years 
to complete; from 
three to five years out 
and beyond.

In addition to seek-
ing state funds, the 
report indicates that 
White Plains is coor-

dinating with Metro-North for ongoing 
station area improvements. As well, the 
Galleria Mall, which was purchased by Pa-
cific Retail Capital Partners from Simon, 
in September 2016, has indicated that the 
new owners are ready to invest in improve-
ments to the exterior of the facility.

The Strategic Plan for the White Plains 
Transit District can be found at: www.
wptransitdistrict.com.

ESTATE SALE 
Friday Jan. 6  • Saturday Jan. 7, 9am-4pm 

Katonah, 16 Bedford Road Apt. 1 (around side door) 
Antique English Cabinet, Corner Cabinet, Oak Lion 
Claw Kitchen Table & Chairs, Knoll Sofa & Chairs, 
Twin Bed, PA House Armoire, Patio Furniture, Art, 

Designer Handbags, Scarfs & Clothes-Michael Kors, 
Furla, A. Papel, Badgley Mischka, Zohar. Jewelry, 

Books-Art, Cookbooks, Kitchenware, Lladro, Pottery, 
Rosenthal, MCM Collectables, Linens, Antique Mirror, 

Bakers Rack, Tools ++PricedToSell

The White Plains Transit District Study area (within the dotted lines) 
includes high-density residential areas near the train station.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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Local Municipality Plastic Bag Ban Takes Effect in New Year
By Martin Wilbur

After more than six months of prepa-
ration and public education, the Town of 
New Castle saw its Reusable Bag Initiative 
go into effect Sunday, Jan. 1.

The measure to eliminate single-use 
plastic bags was unanimously approved 
by the town board last spring, but officials 
provided the New Castle Sustainability 
Advisory Board (SAB) with extra time be-
fore the new law became effective to allow 
for a period of adjustment for merchants 
and residents.

As part of the law, groceries, food 
markets, pharmacies and convenience 
stores will charge 10 cents per paper bag 
if a customer requests a bag to carry out 
their merchandise. The nominal charge is 
meant to encourage shoppers to bring a 
reusable bag when they visit a store. 

Bags for meat and produce, prescrip-
tion drugs, newspapers, greeting cards 
and plastic covering from dry cleaners 
still are permitted with no fee, according 
to the law.

Jennifer Mebes Flagg, an SAB mem-
ber, said letters and a sheet containing 
frequently asked questions were sent to 
every merchant in town in October to 
remind them about the new law. During 
the past month, SAB members also visited 
each merchant in person to provide them 
posters containing pertinent information 
to hang in their establishment, Flagg said.

Earlier this month, residents received 
a mailing with information about the 
law. Banners were affixed to lampposts 
throughout town and alerts have been 

included in town-wide e-mails to keep 
residents aware that the law is set to take 
effect, she said. The SAB has also posted 
on the Chappaqua Moms website.

“The reaction of residents has been tre-
mendously positive,” Flagg said. “We’re 
thrilled that it looks like New Castle res-
idents are aware of the law, and certainly 
everyone will have to adjust a little bit to 
remember to bring their (reusable) bags. 
We’ve had great feedback and a lot of great 
support. We’re very happy with that.”

Despite strong support among resi-
dents during the public hearing earlier 
this spring, there had been some concerns 

expressed by merchants that it could neg-
atively affect their stores’ operations. Con-
cerns raised came primarily from those in 
food-related businesses. 

Flagg said that by visiting each mer-
chant she believes there has been progress 
made on that front, but they plan to have 
a continuing dialogue.

“We believe that in our speaking with 
every merchant and trying to get them to 
see that there is support by the residents – 
obviously let’s see what happens after Jan. 
1 – but we think that by visiting with every 
merchant that has helped,” Flagg said.

Town Supervisor Robert Greenstein 
said sponsorship of several thousand re-
usable bags by a few businesses in town, 
particularly DeCicco & Sons, which 
opened last Friday in Millwood, has pro-
vided a good example for all merchants. 

The education period has also been ef-
fective in preparing the town to adjust, 
Greenstein said.

“I definitely think the Reusable Bag Ini-
tiative will be a help to the town and we 
believe it will be supported by the mer-
chants and the residents,” he said.

In addition to DeCicco, which is spon-
soring 2,000 reusable bags, Sunrise Solar 
is sponsoring 1,000 bags and Ted Holmes, 
a Chappaqua realtor, is also sponsoring 
additional bags.

In an additional effort to help shoppers, 
the SAB will be handing out reusable bags 

after Jan. 1 as part of its public awareness 
campaign, Flagg said.

When the law was approved in May, 
New Castle because the fifth municipality 
in Westchester and the ninth in the state 
to enact a law prohibiting single-use plas-
tic bags. Since passage of the New Castle 
law, Flagg said the SAB has been contact-
ed by other municipalities in the area that 
are discussing similar measures.

The City if White Plains has promot-
ed the use of reusable shopping bags and 
has worked with several local retailers 
to distribute bags to residents and shop-
pers in the city. To date, there is no law 
on the city’s books restricting the use of 
single-use plastic bags.

According to the EPA, between 500 
billion and a trillion plastic bags are con-
sumed worldwide each year. “These bags 
are used for an average of 12 minutes, but 
they remain in our landfills, oceans, parks 
and beaches for thousands of years. Both 
plastic and paper disposable bags are cost-
ly, environmentally damaging, and com-
pletely unnecessary,” the EPA claims.

Pat Casey contributed to this article.

“According to the 
EPA, between 500 

billion and a trillion 
plastic bags are 

consumed worldwide 
each year.”
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Astorino: County Has Complied With Affordable Housing Settlement
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“Today is a very proud day for West-
chester,” said a satisfied Astorino, who re-
peatedly tried to debunk characterizations 
that the county has discriminated against 
minorities with exclusionary zoning. “We 
have shown that Westchester is a very wel-
coming community, a place that meets its 
obligations and a county that can success-
fully and firmly stand up to an overzealous 
and overaggressive federal government on 
behalf of our cities, towns and villages.”

The only tasks remaining will be to file 
another Analysis of Impediments (AI), 
which addresses zoning, and to enhance 
the county’s marketing and outreach ef-
forts, Astorino said. Eight previous AIs 
have been rejected by HUD. The county 
and HUD have agreed to have an inde-
pendent engineering and planning firm, 
VHB of White Plains, to write and submit 
the new analysis.

Calling those issues “peripheral,” As-
torino anticipates those matters to be re-
solved in the next couple of months.

The settlement was reached by former 
county executive Andrew Spano, the re-
sult of a lawsuit brought in 2006 by the 
Manhattan-based Anti-Discrimination 
Center (ADC), a nonprofit organization 
that fights housing, employment and ed-
ucation discrimination. The suit alleged 
that the county violated the False Claims 
Act by taking federal funds earmarked 
for housing without certifying that they 

were used to build housing. The Anti-Dis-
crimination Center wasn’t a party to the  
settlement.

If the county failed to comply with the 
settlement, it risked millions of dollars in 
fines and penalties. Federal Judge Denise 
Cote, who has presided over the case, will 
ultimately determine if the county is in 
compliance. It is expected, however, that 
Astorino will encounter far less opposi-
tion and a much friendlier administration 
in Washington once President-elect Don-
ald Trump takes office Jan. 20.

Astorino, who was elected a few months 
after the settlement was reached, had con-
sistently been at odds with HUD and fed-
eral monitor James Johnson for attempt-
ing to portray the county as engaging in 
discriminatory practices by perpetuating 
exclusionary zoning that limits multifam-
ily housing. During the past seven years 
there were numerous court appearances 
on various disputes. The issue often split 
along party lines among county officials.

During Astorino’s Dec. 27 press confer-
ence, the county executive took repeat-
ed swipes at critics, including HUD and 
Johnson. He said Westchester is the fourth 
most diverse county in the state based on 
the percentage of African-Americans and 
Latinos that reside in the county. Further-
more, Westchester has been building af-
fordable housing for more than 30 years.

The expense of acquiring property 

and the cost of 
construction in 
Westchester has 
been the biggest 
obstacle. Each 
new afford-
able unit costs 
$290,000 to build 
on average, As-
torino said.

“Whether this 
settlement was 
in place or not, 
we were always 
going to build 
affordable hous-
ing, just not with 
the threat of the 
federal govern-
ment over our 
heads,” Astorino said.

“Contrary to what the federal govern-
ment was accusing, we actually had in 
place zoning in this county that could 
build affordable housing, that could per-
mit affordable housing to be built, and we 
said that from the very beginning,” he lat-
er added.

Astorino lauded various county depart-
ments, local municipal governments and 
developers for helping the county com-
ply with the settlement. Builders William 
Balter and Lou Larizza and a group of 
supervisors from communities that were 

part of the settlement attended the an-
nouncement.

North Castle Supervisor Michael Schil-
iro said while the town had its own middle 
income housing program for years before 
the settlement, the town was happy to do 
its contribute toward helping the county 
reach its goal. North Castle was one of six 
communities that was threatened with lit-
igation at one point by Johnson for poten-
tial exclusionary zoning.

“We worked closely with the monitor 
and we showed him we do not have ex-
clusionary zoning and we have offered 

continued on page 5

County Executive Rob Astorino announced on Dec. 27 that Westchester had met 
its obligations and complied with the affordable housing settlement that required 
750 new units be built by the end of  2016.
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Astorino: County Has Complied With Affordable Housing Settlement
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Steffi Nossen School of Dance Free Open House Begins Jan. 9
Experience the joy of dance at the Stef-

fi Nossen School of Dance. During the 
school’s Free Week of Dance Open House 
Jan. 9-16, every core and technique class 
has an open door. So start the New Year 
dancing.

Try unlimited age and level appropriate 
classes. Take this opportunity to experi-
ment with a new technique or rediscover 
an old favorite.

The Steffi Nossen School of Dance 
holds classes in White Plains and Chap-
paqua. It offers a program of core classes 
in modern, ballet, jazz, tap and hip-hop 
for children three years old through the 
teenage years and a full complement of 
level-based technique classes in modern, 
ballet, contemporary and jazz.

Beginning Jan. 26, there 
will also be a Boy’s Movement 
class (grades K-5); Ballet and 
Tap (for three- to five-year-
olds); Ballet I and Modern I 
(for three- and four-year-olds); 
Ballet II and Modern II (for 
kindergartners and first-grad-
ers); Beginner Jazz I (grades 
1-3); and Hip-Hop I (grades 
K-2).

Dancing Tots gives the 
youngest dancers, from one 
to three years old and their 
parents and caretakers, classes 
of their own. Moving Wheels 
and Heels, an adaptive class for 
dancers with physical, devel-

opmental and emotional disabilities, will 
hold a separate open house on Jan. 25.  

Moms can treat themselves to a class 
as well. There is Monday Tap or Wednes-
day Jazz, both from 7:15 to 8:15 p.m., or 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday daytime 
Pilates and Yoga classes.

Classes take place Monday through 
Saturday at the Music Conservatory of 
Westchester studios on Central Avenue 
in White Plains across the street from the 
Westchester County Center, and on Mon-
days at The Church of Saint Mary the Vir-
gin at 191 S. Greeley Ave. in Chappaqua.

For additional information, class de-
scriptions, schedules, faculty bios or to 
make a reservation, call 914-328-1900 or 
visit www.steffinossen.org.

Steffi Nossen School of  Dance in White Plains and Chappaqua 
has an assortment of  dance classes for all ages.

PHOTO BY EZRA GOH

affordable-type housing and we’ve com-
mitted to have zoning changes that help 
expand multifamily housing,” he said.

Yorktown Supervisor Michael Grace 
said he was pleased the county was able 
to meet the deadline to provide affordable 
housing. Under the settlement, the town 
contributed more than 50 units before the 
town board repealed the model ordinance.

County Legislator John Testa (R-Peek-
skill), the Board of Legislators’ minority 
leader, released a statement on behalf of 
the Republican caucus, echoing much 

of what Astorino said. Testa said he was 
hopeful that HUD will accept the new AI, 
which has been “arbitrarily rejected.”

He pointed out that the Court of Ap-
peals for the Second Circuit concluded in 
September 2015 that there was no finding 
Westchester engaged in housing discrim-
ination.

“The Republican Legislators are proud 
to stand with County Executive Astorino 
and our local communities in recognizing 
the completion of Westchester County’s 
obligations under the terms of the 2009 

fair and affordable housing settlement,” 
Testa said. “I applaud the County Exec-
utive, the Westchester County Planning 
Department and our municipal partners 
for not only meeting but exceeding the re-
quirement to build 750 units of affordable 
Housing by the end of this year.”

Meanwhile, Democratic Majority Lead-
er Catherine Borgia (D-Ossining) in her 
statement barely acknowledged Astorino 
making any contribution to comply with 
the settlement. She said it’s time for the 
county to focus on affordable housing for 

seniors and young adults.
“I’m encouraged that the County Ex-

ecutive will no longer be able to use this 
housing settlement as a politically divisive 
way to further his personal ambitions and 
that taxpayer money will no longer be 
spent on lawyers fighting with the federal 
government,” Borgia said. “The end of the 
settlement is a perfect opportunity to con-
duct a true, fact-based housing needs as-
sessment to determine the types of hous-
ing needs to be built to meet the changing 
needs of our county.”
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A very significant  Federal Court 
decision was  issued  recently.  A  three-
judge panel  rejected a developer’s claim 
for monetary damages and  found that 
the Village  of Mamaroneck  acted within 
its rights in denying  a development 
proposal  for  the  former Hampshire 
Country Club and affirmed  community 
opposition  as a legitimate factor  in  the 
government’s decision.

There are many similarities between 
the former Hampshire Country Club 
and the  former Ridgeway Country 
Club.  Both: closed during the recent 
Great Recession; new buyers proposed 
development: housing on Hampshire 
and a regional school complex on 
Ridgeway; required  discretionary 
approvals by elected officials; engendered 
overwhelming community opposition; 
proposals were turned down; had 

the  same lawyer  filing  lawsuits  after  the 
proposals were denied. 

That’s where the similarities end. 
The Village of Mamaroneck remained 
steadfast  in its position defending 
against its lawsuit and won!  It didn’t 
cave in to the idle threats of a developer to 
inflict outrageous monetary damages 
upon the municipality. In  White 
Plains, despite  a  consensus that the 
City  would prevail  in  its  defense of 
the FASNY  suit,  the Mayor and  three 
Common Council members  (Martin, 
Kirkpatrick and Smayda)  decided to 
quickly approve an agreement  whereby 
FASNY would  put their litigation on 
hold while  the City would  review  yet 
another FASNY application. 
Importantly, the three Common 
Council members (Lecouna,  Krolian 
and Hunt-Robinson) who opposed 

the Hathaway road closure voted against 
the agreement. The  new agreement  is  a 
crude  attempt  to  circumvent  the 
earlier  decision  when  FASNY failed  in 
receiving the requisite super-majority 
approval.

As a further slap in the face of the 
record, the  Mayor and the other three 
Council members agreed to consider 
doing an about face on two key 
earlier decisions by the Common Council 
that: the entire former Ridgeway Country 
Club property was an  “Environmentally 
Sensitive Site”; Ridgeway was not to be 
used as an entrance for FASNY under any 
circumstances.

In commenting on the 
recent  Mamaroneck Federal 
court  decision its Mayor  said,  “One of 
the most important things  about  any 
municipality is zoning because it 
determines the character of the Village 
and that’s what just was reinforced in the 
decision.”

The Mayor’s words are right  on 
target and are  typically the  cornerstone 
of public officials everywhere. 
Sadly,  Mayor  Roach  and Council 
members Martin, Kirkpatrick 
and Smayda have  decided for 
whatever reason not to proceed with their 
outside attorney’s very strong defense of 
the FASNY lawsuit.  The Mamaroneck 
decision demonstrates that municipalities 

can and must defend against any 
development that presents a clear threat 
to the health, safety and welfare of a 
community regardless of empty threats of 
monetary damages.

–John E. Sheehan, 
President, Gedney Association

Letters Policy
We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 
editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to  
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.  

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide their 

name, address and contact information. 

Correction

White Plains Boys Basketball Assistant Coach Christian Nunez (left) presents Tigers junior forward 
Patrick Wynne with the Harry Jefferson Sportsmanship Award after Wynne scored 12 points in 
the Tigers loss to Yorktown High School, 61-46, in the Harry Jefferson Holiday Showcase.

Tigers Junior Forward Gets 
Sportsmanship Award

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTO

One page 1 of the Dec. 13, 2016 issue of The White Plains Examiner we misspelled 
the last name of the White Plains Tigers junior forward Patrick Wynne. We reprint the 
photo here with the corrected caption.

Government Buildings Should Not Be 
Used to Promote Gun Sales

Gedney Association Sees 
Similarities/ Differences  

in Mamaroneck Land Use Case

There were two tragic gun shootings 
during the holiday season in Mount Ver-
non. The city of Mount Vernon mourn-
ed the loss of a 13-year-old girl who was 
unintentionally shot and killed in broad 
daylight on Saturday, Dec. 31. A few days 
before that incident there was another 
shooting at a Mount Vernon nightclub. 
An innocent man lost his life. These inci-
dents highlight the fact that guns kill peo-
ple—intentionally and unintentionally.

Shortly before these murders took 
place County Executive Rob Astorino 
announced that the Westchester County 
gun show at the County Center would be 
held during the weekend of  January 21-
22.   Gun shows haven’t been held at the 
County Center since the Sandy Hook 
massacre four years ago.  Some legisla-
tors, residents and I are disgusted that a 
gun and knife show should be held at a 

government building. The Board of Leg-
islators will be voting on legislation to 
ban gun shows at government-owned 
buildings on January 9 at the County Of-
fice Building, 148 Martine Avenue, White 
Plains, at  7 p.m.  I expect to attend the 
meeting and will urge the Legislature to 
approve the legislation. If people want to 
purchase guns, buy the guns from private 
dealers—not at a government taxpay-
er-funded building.

The county should not promote the 
purchase of guns. When an accident 
occurs it could be fatal.   Outraged resi-
dents who agree that gun shows should 
be banned at the County Center should 
attend the County Board of Legislators 
meeting on January 9. 

–Paul Feiner, 
Greenburgh Town Supervisor
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Obituaries
Chiara Luongo
Chiara Luongo, a W. Harrison resident, 

died Dec. 31 at the age of 84. She was born 
on May 13, 1932 in Italy to the late Filo-
mena and Michele Giordano. 

On Nov. 14, 1954 she married Frances-
co Luongo in Guardia Lombardi, Italy. 
They came to the United States in July of 
1968.

Chiara worked at Casarella’s Restaurant 
in Silver Lake for 20 years and then went 
on to work at SUNY Purchase for 15 years 
before retiring. She loved to knit and was 
an expert at making homemade bread and 
pizza. She loved being with her family and 
had great relationships with her neigh-
bors.

She is survived by her children Filo-
mena (Generoso) DeVito of W. Harrison, 
Vito (Elizabeth) Luongo of W. Harrison 
and Michelina (Perry) Lopez of Congers, 
NY; her brothers Gaetano Giordano of 
Canada, Frank Giordano of Pittsburgh, 
PA, Nicola Giordano of Italy, her sister 
Rocchina Iuni of Pittsburgh, PA and sis-
ter-in-law Maria Gentile of W. Harrison. 
Also surviving are her seven grandchil-
dren Peter (Monica), Frank (Michelle), 
Melissa, Frank, Corey, Daniel and Nicole 
and her four great grandchildren Bri-
anna, Gianna, Frank and Ava. Chiara is 
predeceased by her husband Francesco, 
a son Gerardo Luongo and a brother Mi-
chaelangelo Giordano.

In lieu of flowers please make dona-
tions to the Alzheimer’s Association, 2900 
Westchester Ave. #306, Purchase, NY 
10577.

Lila Resnick
Lila Ruth Resnick, 91, died peacefully 

on Dec. 31. Devoted wife for 63 years to 
her late husband Jack; treasured mother 
and mother-in-law of Gene, Lindsay, Su-
san and Suzanne; proud grandmother of 
Matthew, Bradley and Nina and grand-
mother-in-law of Leeron and Imy; ador-
ing great-grandmother of Blake and Re-
ese; loving sister of Lewis Bornstein and 
the late Shirley Sheingold. Lila was devot-
ed to her family and cherished her time 
with them. Annual trips to Puerto Rico 
and visits in Florida with her grandsons 
were special. She was accomplished in 
business and many volunteer activities, 
especially after Jack and she retired to 
Boca Raton. Lila will be deeply missed 
and always remembered with great love. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in her 
memory may be made to the Jack and Lila 
Scholarship Fund at Weill Cornell Med-
icine, 1300 York Ave., Box 314, NY, NY 
10065 or The Resnick Family Medical Re-
search and Education Endowment Fund, 
The New Jewish Home Lifecare Fund for 
the Aged, 120 W. 106 St., NY, NY 10025.

 

Anthony Agius
Anthony J. Agius, a White Plains resi-

dent and former Bronx resident, died Dec. 
30 at the age of 96. He was born June 12, 
1920 in Alexandria, Egypt to the late Lau-
ra and Vincent Agius.

Anthony served in the U.S. Coast Guard 
and while serving married his wife Helen 
on May 6, 1943 in Florida. Helen prede-
ceased him.

Anthony was a retired police officer in 
the NYPD, retiring after 25 years of ser-
vice. He was then the Dean of Discipline 
for Cardinal Hayes High School in the 
Bronx.

He is survived by his children Carol 
Cavalli of White Plains, Michael Agius of 
Pennsylvania and Vincent Agius of North 
Carolina, his eight grandchildren Joanne 
Paluzzi, Christine Modelfino, John Ca-
valli, Leslie Agius, Mindy Bravo, Tammy 
Wheatley, Greg Agius and Tim Agius. 
Also surviving are his 16 great grand-
children Robert, Ernest, Joseph, Jennifer, 
Anthony, Brianna, Madeline, Thomas, 
Lainey, Amber, Emma, Abby, Olivia, Cay-
la, Andrew and Brendon. He is prede-
ceased by his brother Joseph and sister 
Celia. “Grandpa loved to golf, laugh and 
tell Jokes.”

Leonard Lauten
Leonard Lauten, 90, of Scarsdale, died 

on Dec. 29, 2016. Leonard was president 
of the Raylon Corp., in New York. He was 
a loving and devoted husband of Edith 
Lauten for 63 years. He was the loving fa-
ther to Jody (Daniel Goessling) Comart 
and David (Cathy) Lauten, father-in-law 
to Kim Comart, cherished grandfather of 
Jesse (Marissa), Ari, Liza and Samantha. 

Alfonso Pratesi
Alfonso Pratesi, 97, of West Harrison 

died Dec. 23 surrounded by family. He was 
born January 30, 1919 in Connecticut to 
the late Alfredo and Carolina Pratesi. Al-
fonso proudly served in the Army Signal 
Corps 65th Battalion 21st Division from 
1942-1945. He married Frances (Brocchi) 
in White Plains. Alfonso was owner and 
operator of Post TV & Radio Service for 
40 years until his retirement in 1992. He 
was a member of the American Legion, 
the 40 & 8’s Society, and the Moose Lodge. 
Alfonso is predeceased by his wife Fran-
ces, his son, Gregory Edwards, and his five 
sisters, Jennie Flematti, Ida Seguiti, Lena 
Lanni, Rose Pratesi, and Lucy Magnotta. 
He is survived by his daughter, Margaret 
Pratesi of West Harrison, his grandson, 
Richard Edwards, and many nieces and 
nephews. 

In lieu of flowers, please make dona-
tions to a Veteran’s organization.

Public Hearing On Bee-Line System Fare Increases
The Westchester County Department 

of Public Works and Transportation will 
conduct a public hearing on Monday, Jan. 
23, from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Westchester 
County Center in White Plains, to seek 
comment on the adoption of the proposed 

Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
(MTA) fare increase for the Bee-Line Sys-
tem and the proposed increase to the stu-
dent MetroCard fare. 

The MTA Board is currently soliciting 
public comment on the proposals in the 

table below with respect to bus fares. Two 
proposed fare structures are being consid-
ered by the MTA. 

•Senior Citizen and Disabled Reduced 
Fares would be slightly less than half of 
the Base Fare under Proposal #1 and 

would remain at half 
of the Base Fare under 
Proposal #2.

•There will be no 
fare changes on the 
Bee-Line BxM4C 
(Westchester-Man-
hattan Express). 

•The student Met-
roCard cost is pro-
posed to increase to 
$60, from the current 
$58 based on the MTA 
fare increase. 

Those in atten-

dance at the hearing will be given an op-
portunity to speak. Persons wishing to 
provide comments in writing may do so 
at the hearing, e-mail them to beeline@
weschestergov.com or mail them to the 
Westchester County Department of Pub-
lic Works and Transportation, 100 E. 1st 
St., Mount Vernon, New York 10550. All 
written comments must be received at the 
above addresses by the close of business 
on Jan. 25, 2017.

The Westchester County Center is lo-
cated at 198 Central Avenue and is an 
accessible building. For further informa-
tion, the public may visit the Bee-Line  
System website at www.westchestergov.
com/beelinebus. 

DINA – CAN YOU PICK UP THE TABLE BELOW?

Public Hearing On Bee-Line System Fare Increases

The Westchester County Department of Public Works and Transportation will conduct a public hearing 
on Monday, Jan. 23, from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Westchester County Center in White Plains, to seek 
comment on the adoption of the proposed Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) fare increase 
for the Bee-Line System and the proposed increase to the student MetroCard fare. 
The MTA Board is currently soliciting public comment on the proposals in the table below with respect 
to bus fares. Two proposed fare structures are being considered by the MTA. 

Fare Type Current Proposal 1 Proposal 2
Base Fare $2.75 $2.75 $3.00

MetroCard Bonus 11% with $5.50 
purchase

5% with $5.50 
purchase 

16% with $6.00 
purchase

Effective Fare with 
MetroCard Bonus $2.48 $2.62 $2.59

30-Day Unlimited Ride 
MetroCard 

$116.50 $121.00 $121.00 

7-Day Unlimited Ride 
MetroCard $31 $32 $32

• Senior Citizen and Disabled Reduced Fares would be slightly less than half of the Base Fare 
under Proposal #1 and would remain at half of the Base Fare under Proposal #2.

• There will be no fare changes on the Bee-Line BxM4C (Westchester-Manhattan Express). 
• The student MetroCard cost is proposed to increase to $60, from the current $58 based on the 

MTA fare increase. 

Those in attendance at the hearing will be given an opportunity to speak. Persons wishing to provide 
comments in writing may do so at the hearing, e-mail them to beeline@weschestergov.com or mail them 

to the Westchester County Department of Public Works and Transportation, 100 E. 1st St., Mount 
Vernon, New York 10550. All written comments must be received at the above addresses by the close of 
business on Jan. 25, 2017.
The Westchester County Center is located at 198 Central Avenue and is an accessible building. For 
further information, the public may visit the Bee-Line System website at www.westchestergov.com/
beelinebus. 

White Plains Kindergarten Registration Period to Begin
The White Plains Public Schools’ Fami-

ly Information Center announces that the 
official Kindergarten Registration Period 
begins on Thursday, Jan. 5 and continues 
through Thursday, Feb. 23. All children 
who will turn five by Dec. 31, 2017 and 

who live in White Plains are eligible for 
kindergarten in September 2017.  Parents 
are urged to call 422-2038 as soon as pos-
sible to make a registration appointment.

Under the Controlled Parents’ Choice 
Program, parents who complete their 

children’s kindergarten registration 
by Feb. 23 can fill out a Choice Form  
indicating their elementary school  
preferences.   

For more information, call the Family 
Information Center at 422-2038.
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

Advertise in The White Plains Examiner  
914-864-0878 

Maintaining New Year’s Resolutions Requires Successful Management
“The journey of a thousand miles begins with one step.” - Lao Tzu
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By Joanne Witmyer

Guest 
Column

If you are reflecting 
on changes you would 
like to make this year, 
try defining and taking 
actionable, measurable 
steps within a defined 
period of time as a way 
to support the larger 
resolution.  

As you set your goals, consider why you 
are choosing this particular change. Why 
is it important to you? This approach will 
help you stay motivated, keep up the mo-
mentum as you get traction and feel suc-
cess from the smaller achievements.  

Many of us choose broad goals, per-
haps because we see New Year’s as a spe-
cial time of transition that calls for grand 
plans to make changes. The expectations 
we set for ourselves are often higher than 
those we have for our family or friends; 
pressure is created to be perfectly unwav-
ering with our resolutions.  

Adding to these hurdles is the psychol-
ogy of denying ourselves something: this 
tends to increase our cravings for that 

very thing. For example, have you ever 
vowed to entirely stop consuming sugar, 
which made you think about and crave 
sugar more often, which 
caused you to eat an entire 
box of chocolates, which 
led you to berating yourself 
and entirely giving up on 
your resolution within days 
of setting it? 

Reframe this goal so that 
it is more manageable and 
less rigid, yet quantifiable.  Link a reward 
to the short-term goal as a powerful inspi-
rational tool. For resolutions that involve 
the reduction of something, particularly 
food, be sure to add into the goal some-
thing that you can have to counterbalance 
the feeling of what you cannot have.  

For instance, shift this resolution to fo-
cus on eating less sugar and more green 
vegetables this week, then reward yourself 
by savoring a small piece of dark chocolate 
once during that timeframe. Think about 
why you want to reduce sugar intake – for 
instance, to enhance energy and vitality. 

The science behind this approach is 
based on the rationalization of more bal-
ance and fairness in our minds: we real-

ize something is being taken 
away by consuming less sugar, 
but we feel we are also gain-
ing something meaningful 
through adding more of some-
thing else (in this case, the 
green vegetables) along with 
the health benefits of consum-
ing less sugar. The incentive of 

a defined reward helps maintain self-mo-
tivation.  

Another example is the New Year’s res-
olution of reducing clutter. Applying the 
method described earlier, this goal can be 
crafted as follows: 

Overall goal: Reducing clutter this year.
Week 1/Manageable step within the 

overall goal: This week I will buy an at-
tractive organizing basket for incoming 
mail, place it in my office, label it with 
the various categories (e.g., invoices, cor-
respondence, etc.) and begin a system to 
place the mail into that basket as soon as I 

bring the mail inside my home.  
Why: Because I feel calmer and better 

prepared when I see my mail organized 
rather than cluttering my hallway table 
and my kitchen counter. 

Reward: At the end of the week, spend 
five minutes sitting in my office and ap-
preciating how different the environment 
is. Write three ways that calmness and 
preparation are more evident. 

Remember to have reasonable expecta-
tions for your own resolutions this year.  
Rather than becoming discouraged and 
criticizing yourself, try using encourag-
ing words – like those you might say to a 
friend – to keep making progress on the 
changes you envision. Let me know how 
it goes for you! 

Joanne Witmyer is the founder of Indi-
go Health and Wellness, based in Briarcliff 
Manor. She teaches group workshops, offers 
consulting to companies and helps individ-
uals achieve their wellness goals – particu-
larly during times of change and transition. 
You can reach Joanne at 914-208-1022 or 
Joanne@IndigoHW.com.  

Wegmans Announces Plan for 
Westchester County Store

Wegmans Food Markets, Inc. 
confirmed that the family-owned 
supermarket chain has signed a purchase 
agreement with Normandy Real Estate 
Partners for a 20-acre parcel of land, 
located at 106-110 Corporate Park Drive 
in Harrison to build a new store.

“We look forward to the day when 
we can welcome customers into our 
Harrison store and help them make 
delicious, easy meals,” said Ralph Uttaro, 
Wegmans senior vice president of real 
estate. “Harrison is an ideal place for us 
to deliver on our promise of incredible 
customer service, the best ingredients, 
restaurant-quality prepared foods and 
consistent low prices.”

The 100-year-old company plans to 

build a standalone 125,000-square-
foot store and 8,000-square-foot 
complementary retail outparcel. The 
site is currently a vacant office complex  
that will be demolished before 
construction begins.

Wegmans and Normandy Real Estate 
Partners are jointly seeking municipal 
approvals for the project. According to 
company officials, design plans are not 
finalized and a construction timeline 
and projected opening date for the store 
won’t be determined until all necessary 
approvals are in place.

The Harrison site is two and a half miles 
west of the Connecticut state border 
and 45 miles northeast of Wegmans’ 
Woodbridge, NJ store.

In New York State, Wegmans operates 
46 stores in Rochester, Buffalo, Syracuse, 
the Finger Lakes and the Southern Tier 
region and has also announced plans 
for a store in Brooklyn. The remainder 
of Wegmans’ 92 stores are located in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Virginia, 
Maryland and Massachusetts.
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A Damned Nuisance: Roof Ice Dams Must Be Considered
Having just arranged to have my gutters 

cleaned of the leaves that accumulated 
there during the fall, I am reminded of 
another issue concerning a house’s roof 
care that is of utmost importance in snow 
season: the prospect of ice dams. 

When I moved from the city, I really 
enjoyed our first winter of heavy snow. I 
remembered that when I built a snowman 
for my four-year old daughter, it stayed 
clean, fresh and white, rather than being 
speckled with black soot like the one I had 
built the year before in Brooklyn.

I also remember looking up at the roof 
line on the northern side of my house 
and admiring the icicles hanging from 
the fascia and gutters, thinking that they 
added interest to the wintry scene, much 
like a perfect 19th century Currier and 
Ives print.

Little did I know, naïve as I was as a 
homeowner at that time, that icicles were 
a byproduct of an ice dam, that winter 
roof phenomenon that can cause leakage 
into the house, damaging insulation, 
ceilings and walls. And that’s exactly what 
happened to me in a year full of surprises 
as the new owner of an antique house.  

I’ve since learned that ice dams form in 
a complex interaction resulting from heat 
loss from a house, snow cover and outside 
temperature. What happens is that snow 
on the upper part of the roof, where the 

temperature might be 
above 32 degrees, melts 
and flows down to the 
lower part of the roof 
where the temperature 
might be below 32 
degrees, and there it 
freezes to form the ice 
dam. 

The dam continues 
to grow while the water 
trapped behind it finds 
cracks and openings 
in the exterior roof 
covering, dripping into 
the attic space and, from 
there, flowing into the 
exterior walls and ceiling. 
It can be a mess.  

The solution is 
complicated because 
a number of factors 
can contribute to the 
possibility of ice dams, 
including exhaust 
systems that come from our bathrooms 
and kitchens, recessed lights, skylights, 
complicated roof designs and heating 
ducts in the attic.

Once an ice dam forms there is little that 
can be done for an immediate remedy. 
Trying to break it physically can do more 
damage than the dam itself. That first year 

one well-meaning neighbor 
suggested that next time it 
snowed, I should physically 
remove the snow from the 
north side of my roof with a 
roof rake and push broom. 
Sure thing, I thought, all I 
have to do is climb on the 
roof when it’s snowing. 
Suicidal I’m not.

Another possibility is 
to make channels through 
the dam where water can 
run through them to the 
ground. But that too can be a 
dangerous proposition.

On many houses you see 
electric cables along the 
ridge of the roof and, while 
some roofers say they may be 
dangerous if the wires wear 
thin, several homeowners 
who have them have told 
me that they work fine. At 
less than $1 per linear foot, 

it makes a cheap and quick fix. But that 
doesn’t fix the problem.

If you have the problem, the best long-
term action is to call in a contractor who 
should check to see that your ceiling is 
airtight so that no warm, moist air can 
flow from the house into the attic space. 
After that, it can help to increase the 

ceiling and roof insulation to cut down on 
heat loss by conduction. That’s what I did 
and it worked.

If you live in a relatively new house, 
you’re probably the beneficiary of 
state codes for proper ceiling and roof 
insulation levels that all but eliminate the 
possibility of an ice dam. Or, if you live 
in a house with a high-pitched roof, the 
problem is less likely to occur.

But if you are a homeowner with a 
lower pitched roof and you see that 
ominous build-up of ice and icicles, call 
in a contractor to assess the situation and 
address it. 

In the meantime, if you experience 
leakage from an ice dam into your house 
this winter, wait until the ceiling and walls 
have totally dried out before you attempt 
any repair work. More importantly, 
interior repair should be done in concert 
with correcting the heat loss problem that 
created the ice dam in the first place or the 
damage will occur again.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.
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By Nick Antonaccio

Enjoyable ‘Sour Grapes,’ the Movie of Wine Intrigue and Fraud
Have you ever 

wanted to invest 
in one of those 
four (or five) figure 
bottles of elusive, 
scarce, French 
wines?

Have you ever 
been envious of 

those who could afford them? 
A new Netflix documentary delves into 

this inner world of class and privilege – 
and its inevitable pitfalls. 

Remember the heady days of the early 
2000s, when excess was a lifestyle, not 
a luxury for many high rollers on Wall 
Street? When Alan Greenspan warned us 
all of irrational exuberance? The movie 
“Sour Grapes” epitomizes one aspect of 
this lifestyle. 

In the middle of the craze for acquiring, 
consuming and collecting exotic wines 
was Rudy Kurniawan, an unknown, 
self-proclaimed wine connoisseur, who 
endeared himself to wealthy collectors 
with lavish and expensive meals and rare 
wines and then proceeded to perpetrate 
an historic fraud.

The movie portrays the cast of 
characters with excellent footage from 
film files and interviews. It lends an air of 
credibility to Kurniawan’s fraud, but also 
an air of incredulity as we watch gullible 
aficionados drinking the grape Kool-Aid 

of propaganda and lies spewing from 
Kurniawan’s lips.

A short list of the primary characters:
The self-appointed wealthy elite: The 

Masters of the Universe, who immersed 
themselves in Kurniawan’s seeming 
hospitality at restaurants and private 
parties, reciprocated by 
purchasing his counterfeit 
wines at auction. Kurniawan 
is seen entertaining his new 
friends, thoroughly enjoying 
the praises with which they 
shower him. Of course, he 
must maintain the ruse, but 
his exuberant demeanor and 
smiles are palpable in the 
footage. If he senses the end, it is clear 
to the viewer he is going to enjoy every 
moment before his crash. 

The wronged: Leading the pack of 
duped collectors was billionaire, and 
major wine collector, Bill Koch. He 
blindly relied on auction houses to certify 
the provenance of the wines being offered 
at auction. In the movie, we learn it was 
Koch who decided to single-handedly 
right the wrong of counterfeit wine 
sales. He hired private investigators and 
cooperated with law enforcement bureaus 
to recover his worthless investments 
resting comfortably in his vast cellar. We 
get a glimpse of Koch’s vast and elaborate 
cellar. This exclusive footage alone is 

worth the price of the movie ticket.
The audacious con artist: Kurniawan 

perpetuated his nefarious scheme for 10 
years, from 2002 to 2012. At times, the 
film casts a light-hearted depiction of his 
misadventures. There is one remarkable 
scene, filmed during a live auction in 

which he is participating, 
where an expensive 
bottle has been sold for 
an astronomical sum. He 
turns to the person next to 
him, exclaiming, “Dude, I 
just opened that bottle on 
Thursday, can I refill it and 
put the cork back?” 

And the rest is history. 
FBI agents arrested Kurniawan in March 
2012.

The behind-the-scenes accomplices? 
The movie is unable to uncover definitively 
the source of Kurniawan’s initial wealth. It 
seems clear to me that others supported 
his lavish lifestyle. The movie focuses on 
two of his uncles, living in Indonesia, who 
defrauded local banks of $780 million, a 
significant portion of which was never 
recovered. The implication is that they 
may have helped finance his counterfeiting 
career. 

Another anomaly is the vast quantity of 
counterfeit wine funneled into the auction 
markets. According to Laurant Ponsot, an 
esteemed wine producer from the French 

Burgundy region who was instrumental 
in uncovering Kurniawan’s fraud, it 
would have taken two years of 24-hour 
days to create the wines he counterfeited. 
Improbable? Neither the movie’s directors, 
nor the courts, pursued this aspect of the 
fraud. 

How did Kurniawan’s wine 
misadventures end? He was tried, 
convicted and is currently serving a 10-
year prison sentence, having perpetrated 
what is believed to be the largest wine 
fraud in United States history. 

I thoroughly enjoyed “Sour Grapes.” 
I’m now planning a “Rudy” party to invite 
friends to watch it. And of course, I’ll be 
going into my wine cellar for a vintage 
bottle of wine to share. I certainly won’t 
rely on one of my wine-obsessed friends 
for advice on its authenticity.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach  him 
at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.
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Police Blotter
Greenburgh Police Department

Automobile Accident. On December 8 
at about midnight, officers responded to 
a motor vehicle accident in the vicinity 
of Rockledge Avenue in Hartsdale. A 
resident of the neighborhood told police 
he heard a vehicle speed up the street then 
a loud crash. The witness then exited his 
apartment to see two men standing in the 
street where the accident occurred. When 
they were approached the men fled, but 
were apprehended down the street from 
the accident scene. One was combative, 
uncooperative and heavily intoxicated 
and was placed into handcuffs for officer 
safety and detained. A canvass and an 
additional investigation were conducted to 
attempt to locate the driver of the vehicle 
that struck two parked cars. The detainee 
continued to be highly uncooperative and 
hostile and later admitted to a paramedic 
on scene to having more than 10 drinks 
in a few hours. This party was later 
transported to White Plains Hospital 
complaining of minor injuries from the 
accident. 

Suspicious Incident. On December 8 at 
about 3:30 a.m. a resident on Old Kensico 
Road reported to police that through his 
window on the second floor, he observed 
a male going through his vehicle located 
on the driveway and two other males 

with hoodies standing by as lookouts. 
When the witness went to seek a phone 
to dial 911, the three males were gone. 
Responding units located three males just 
north on Old Kensico and Old Tarrytown 
Rd. wearing hoodies. Two were carrying 
book bags. All suspects reported that the 
reason they were in the area was because 
they were looking for a back street to get 
to Burger King in Elmsford. The two males 
with book bags only had personal items in 
their possession. There was no camera on 
the premises where the incident occurred 
and the witness did not report anything 
missing. He was also unable to identify the 
suspects as those he saw on his property. 
All suspects were released on scene and 
given directions back to Tarrytown Rd. 
Police canvassed surrounding vehicles 
and found all to be apparently normal.

Stolen Automobile. On the afternoon 
of December 8, a White Plains resident 
informed the Greenburgh Police 
Department that his car was stolen. The 
alleged victim said that a week earlier he 
had lent the car to a friend but needed it 
back within two days. He had not heard 
from that friend since. An inquiry found 
that a vehicle with the same New York 
plate number had been reported stolen out 
of New Rochelle on September 14, 2014 
and that the plates had also come back as 

stolen. Greenburgh Police contacted the 
New Rochelle Police Department. It was 
discovered that the vehicle identification 
number matched two stolen plates. The 
investigation is ongoing.

Identity Theft. On December 8 a 
Greenburgh resident walked into police 
headquarters to report that a month 
earlier on November 5 his Visa credit card 
was charged 15 times totaling $1800 at 
several different McDonalds locations in 
the Albany area. The victim said he had 
not made any of those charges and that he 
had no idea who did. The victim wished 
to make this report for documentation 
purposes and further told police that he 
had cancelled his credit card.

Grand Larceny. On December 8, 
a Mr. Frank told police that two days 
earlier, Saturday, Dec. 6 at about 10 p.m. 
he had parked his car at the Greenburgh 
Multiplex Theater in a parking spot on 
the northern side of the building. When 
he returned, he noticed his briefcase 
missing from the interior. The victim also 
reported that he left his car unlocked. 
The briefcase was located in between the 
driver and passenger seats and contained 
a Mac Laptop, prescription medication 
(Oxycontin) and various miscellaneous 
papers. There are no suspects at this time. 

The victim requested a police report on 
this incident. Police responded to the 
Greenburgh Multiplex Theater to attempt 
to obtain surveillance footage of the 
incident.

Driving Without License. At about 
2:45 a.m. on December 9, police observed 
a car traveling at high speed on Hartsdale 
Road, White Plains. After pulling the car 
over, an officer approached the vehicle 
and observed that the driver was the sole 
occupant of the vehicle. He produced 
an authentic NYS non-driver ID Card, 
identified himself and apologized for 
traveling at a high rate of speed, indicating 
that he was not used to driving his 
girlfriend’s car. An NCIC and E-Justice 
inquiry of the license revealed that the 
driver had a revoked license with a total of 
two open scoffs on two separate dates. The 
driver was issued a ticket for disobeying 
a traffic control device and a ticket for 
aggravated unlicensed operation in the 
3rd degree. He was released on the scene.

 advertise in  
The white Plains 

examiner   
914-864-0878 
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By Dan and David Barber
This year, despite our best internal 

fundraising efforts, the animals raised 
at the Stone Barns Center  for  Food and 
Agriculture  cannot be relied upon for 
financial support.

They worked especially hard in 2016. 
The pigs, for example, agreed to cut costs, 
to eat only food waste from the Blue Hill 
kitchens, expired daily products from local 
markets and spent grain from a nearby 
brewery. (“Scraps actually,” complained 
one elder Berkshire.)

The sheep agreed, having subsisted 
on a  grass-only diet; they, too, 
have decided to skip the financial 
contribution.  Jack  Algiere, the farm 
director, overheard  their protests in the 
pasture last month. 

“We’re always asked to give more,” they 
said. “Give whatever you can for the future 
of good food, to repair our broken food 
system, yada, yada. But rotational grazing 
isn’t just an abstract concept. We’re 
the ones rotating; we’re the reason the 
pastures look so great. We’re not giving.”

Even the chickens have held 
strong. Jack predicted they would 
contribute  enthusiastically as this is 
the first year for dual-purpose breeds. 

“I’m stunned,” he said. “Can you imagine 
the hard-headedness?  Here we are, 
actually encouraging  poultry versatility, 
allowing chickens to broaden  their 
horizons beyond just meat production or 
egg laying. We’re one of a handful of farms 
in the country doing it. And that’s how 
they thank us.”

In the light of this development, we 
are asking anyone who has visited Stone 
Barns over the last few years to support 
our animal efforts and give generously. 
Or, just give, even a little.

On behalf of everyone at the Stone 
Barns  Center for  Food and Agriculture 
– livestock included – thank you for your 
support. 

For more information or to make a 
donation, which can be charged to a credit 
card, visit www.stonebarnscenter.org/
give/donate.html. 

Typical donations are $20 to help grow 

and study more than 
500 varieties of fruit 
and vegetables for 
hardness, nutrition 
and taste; $100 to help 
develop programs 
that educate food 
citizens about 
building a healthy 
and sustainable 
food system; $250 
to support the 
development of 
innovative tools and 
resources for small 
and mid-size farms 
throughout the 
U.S.; $500 to provide 
three days of training, mentoring and 
networking for a beginning farmer at our 
annual Young Farmers Conference; $750 
to provide a scholarship student with an 
unforgettable summer experience at a 
farmer camp; and $1,000 to help deliver 
a hands-on lesson about farm-driven 
food to high school students through its 

education program.
Dan Barber, chef and co-owner of 

Blue Hill at Stone Barns, and co-owner 
David Barber are members of the board 
of directors of the Stone Barns Center 
for Food and Agriculture, located at 630 
Bedford Rd. in Pocantico Hills. For more 
information, call 914-366-6200 or visit 
www.stonebarnscenter.org.  

Stone Barns Center Can’t Function Without Generous Public Support

New Winter Bistro Menu at  
Irvington’s Red Hat on the River

Ritz-Carlton in White Plains to  
Host Weekend Afternoon Tea 

Ben’s of Scarsdale to Offer  
February Children’s Menu 

Blue Hill at Stone Barns.

By Jerry Eimbinder
Red Hat on the River in Ir-

vington will introduce a win-
ter  two-course  lunch ($21) 
and three-course dinner ($29) 
starting next Monday, Jan. 9. 
Both  offers  will be available 
through February.

The new  Winter Bistro 
Special  lunch menu couples 
an entrée with either a start-
er or a dessert and is offered 
Monday through Wednes-
day.  The  Winter Bistro Spe-
cial  dinner  includes a  starter, 
main  course and a dessert 
and is served Sunday through 
Wednesday.

Here are the menu choices for  
    both specials.

Starters: Choice of soup or 
Red Hat Bistro Salad
Entrées: (Select one)
Moules frites Aux Les Halles 
Grilled Scottish salmon
Brussel sprouts, fried egg and 
Quinoa salad
Hanger steak frites
Red Quinoa burger
Red Hat burger
Sweets: (Select one)
Pot de creme
Profiterole
Key lime pie
   The restaurant has two dining levels, 

patio seating close to the water's edge and 

a rooftop cocktail lounge. 
Before moving to the waterfront, it was 

a bistro opened in June 2003 by Mary Beth 
Dooley and Jim Parker at 63 Main St. in 
Irvington. Red Hat on the River opened 
in October 2007 after 10 months of exten-
sive renovation. The brick structure, built 
more than 100 years ago, once housed 
the boiler room for Lord & Burnham, a 
prominent builder of greenhouses and 
public conservatories. 

The picturesque riverfront restaurant is 
open seven days a week with lunch ser-
vice Monday through Friday, dinner ev-
ery night and Sunday brunch from 11:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Red Hat on the River is located at 1 
Bridge St. in Irvington. For more informa-
tion, call 914-591-5888 or www.redhaton-
theriver.com.

Red Hat on the River in Irvington rolls out its winter specials 
next week.

By Jerry Eimbinder 
The Ritz-Carlton, Westchester has in-

troduced  “Hudson Valley Afternoon 
Tea”  service every Saturday and Sunday 
during January and February 2017.  An 
expansive tea selection and relish will be 
offered in the hotel’s Lobby Lounge in-
cluding fresh scones, homemade seasonal 
jam, tea sandwiches and petit fours.

The Hudson Valley Afternoon Tea is 
priced at $45 per person. A Hudson Val-
ley Mimosa can be added for $10 per per-
son. Afternoon tea is served on Saturday 
and Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m. 

Reservations are required. Call 914-
467-5717. For information on other hotel 
events, visit  www.ritzcarlton.com/west-
chester. 

The Ritz-Carlton, Westchester has 
146 guest rooms including 38 executive 
suites, a spa, a rooftop pool, a fitness cen-
ter, and meeting and special event space 
including a ballroom accommodating up 
to 500 guests. The hotel also offers dining 
at BLT Steak, located on the ground floor.  

The Ritz-Carlton, Westchester is locat-
ed at  Three Renaissance Square,  White 
Plains, NY,  914-467-5826.

By Jerry Eimbinder
Ben’s of Scarsdale is offering a $3.99 

Ben’s Kids Meal Deal with a purchase of 
a regular priced adult sandwich or entrée. 
The offer runs throughout February and 
applies to children 10 and under. 

The menu includes hand-breaded 
chicken tenders, unprocessed turkey, 
lean-sliced brisket, fresh-ground steak 
burgers and more.

“The children’s meals are made from 
scratch and even the fries, mashed pota-
toes and pasta sauce are made in-house,” 
said Ronnie Dragoon, founder and own-
er of Ben’s. “All kids’ meals come with all 
the pickles and fresh-cut coleslaw one 
can eat, plus a bottomless fountain drink  

and a dessert.”
Ben’s also has ongoing promotional 

offerings from 4 p.m. to closing. Those 
include $16.95 Wednesday dinner plat-
ters consisting of corned beef, meat loaf, 
chicken in the pot or a “chef ’s choice.” 
There is also a $19.99 turkey dinner on 
Thursdays.

A $5 take-home discount is offered for 
Wednesday customers who spend $15 or 
more on an eat-in dinner or $25 or more 
at the deli counter.

Ben’s of Scarsdale is located at 718 Cen-
tral Park Ave. in Scarsdale. There is free 
parking in its lot. For more information, 
call 1-800-344-BENS or 914-468-2367 or 
visit www.bensdeli.net. 
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 010317

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

CA$H BUYER, Old Comic Books 10c 
to 35c covers, also Guns, Gold Coins. I 
travel to you and Buy EVERYTHING 
YOU have! Call Brian 1-800-617-3551

FOR RENT
4BR, 2.5BTH House in Chappaqua 
Schools. Fully renovated with new 
kitchen, appliances, bathrooms. - $3200. 
Also fully renovated 3 BR Apartment 
in Chappaqua Schools - $2,500.   4 Car 
GARAGES, open bays - $1,000 (or $250 
each). - 917-328-2420

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAND WANTED
LAND WANTED: Cash buyer seeks large 
acreage 200+ acres in the Central/Finger 
Lakes and Catskills Regions of NY State. 
Brokers welcome. For immediate con-
fidential response, call 607-353-8068 or 
email info@NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICES
75 HILLSIDE AVENUE, LLC FILED 
AN ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
with the NYS Dept. of State on 12-9-16.  
The office of the LLC is located in West-
chester County.  The NY Secretary of State 
has been designated as the agent upon 
whom process may be served.  NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 

John Credaroli, 2 Columbus Avenue, 
Valhalla, NY 10595.  Purpose: Any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF T.C. 
INVESTIGATIONS, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with the SSNY on 
October 17, 2016. Office location: West-
chester County, New York. The SSNY 
is designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
The SSNY shall mail a copy of any pro-
cess accepted on behalf of the LLC 
served upon him or her to: 103 Skyview 
Lane, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10804. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF UN-
DERSTORY BREWING LLC filed Arts. 
of Org. with Secretary of State of NY 
(SSNY) on November 22, 2016, pursuant 
to Sec. 203 of the NY LLC Law.  Office 
Location: Westchester County.  Principal 
Business Location:  Understory Brewing 
LLC, 13 Rick Lane, Cortlandt Manor, 
NY 10567.  Secretary of State is desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process may be served and the SSNY 
shall forward process to Understory 
Brewing LLC, c/o Corporate Filings of 
New York, 90 State Street, Suite 700, 
Office 40, Albany, NY  12207.  Purpose: 
any lawful business purpose for which 
LLCs may be organized under the law.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PEEK-
SKILL HOLDINGS LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on July 26, 2016. 
Office in Westchester County.  SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
Brendon Fitzgerald, 741 Shenandoah 
Ave., Peekskill, NY 10566. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LE-
ONE LLC. Art.of Org. filed with NY 
Secy of State (SSNY) on 11/30/16. Office  
location : Westchester County. SSNY is 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to :  9 Cedar St. Tuck-
ahoe. NY 10707. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
BALL CONSULTING LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/01/2016. Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
15 Bank St. #102A, White Plains, NY 
10606. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KIDS 
IN SPORTS II LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with SSNY on 07/11/16.  Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
1420 Second Avenue, New York, New  
York, 10021. Purpose:  Any lawful act 
or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SIL-
VER RUSH PRODUCTIONS, LLC. 
ARTS Of ORG filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/05/2016. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: c/o United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, 
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ANDY 
ROBLES LLC/A ROBLES LLC RE-
CENTLY WITH IRS. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on September 8th, 
2016. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 17 
Limerick St., Stamford, CT 06902. Pur-
pose: Landscaping and hardscaping.

HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PRO-
GRAM WAITING LIST OPENING 
AND LOTTERY IN PUTNAM COUN-
TY NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Putnam County Housing Corporation 
(PCHC) Carmel, New York in accordance 
with regulations outlined by the New York 
State Homes & Community Renewal, 
Statewide Section 8 Voucher Program, 
Section 8 Administration Plan, April 1, 
2015, will reopen the Section 8 waiting 
list for all income eligible individuals 
and families. Annual income limits vary 
by household size: 1 person - $31,750; 2 
persons - $36,250; 3 persons - $40,800; 
4 persons - $45,300; 5 persons - $48,950;
6 persons - $52,550; 7 persons - $56,200; 
and 8 persons -$59,800.  Following the 
HCR Administrative Plan, priority will 
be given to those below 30% of area me-
dian income: 1 person- $19,050; 2 per-
sons - $21,800; 3 persons - $24,500; 4 
persons - $27,200; 5 persons $29,400; 
6 persons - $32,580; 7 persons $36,730; 
and 8 persons - $40,890. Applications 
will be available to the public on January 
2, 2017 at PCHC’s office, 11 Seminary Hill 

Road, Carmel, NY 10512; online at www.
putnamhousing.com or by calling 845-
225-8493. Applications must be mailed to: 
HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER LOT-
TERY P.O. Box 60 Carmel, New York 
10512 All applications submitted be-
tween February 1, 2017 and February 
28, 2017 will be placed in a lottery to be 
held Monday, March 20, 2017. No ap-
plications will be accepted at PCHC of-
fices. The lottery process will be observed 
by Putnam County Department of Social 
Services staff to ensure lottery procedures 
are followed. Seven hundred and fifty 
(750) applicants will be drawn in random 
order and assigned a waiting list number 
in the order drawn to the existing, com-
puterized waitlist. Additionally, each ap-
plication will be dated and time stamped, 
numbered and entered into a bound log 
book.  Letters will be sent to selected ap-
plicants confirming their placement on 
the waiting list. All applications not drawn 
as one of the 750 will be notified by May 
1, 2017. The Housing Choice Voucher 
Program is a federal housing program 
administered by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. The 
program provides housing assistance to 
renters with low to moderate income in 
the form of rental subsidies. Individuals 
with disabilities are eligible for the pro-
gram and reasonable accommodations 
will be made where necessary to ensure 
equal participation in housing assistance. 
Equal Housing Opportunity Statement: 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of 
U.S. policy for the achievement of equal 
housing opportunity throughout the Na-
tion. We encourage and support an af-
firmative advertising and marketing pro-
gram in which there are no barriers to 
obtaining housing because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or 
national origin. 

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK

COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
    In the Matter of a Proceeding Under Article 10 
                       of the Family Court Act 

                                                                   
NORIEK MONTGOMERY (CIN#              )                       

Docket No. NN-12210-16
F/U No. 148105 

A Child Under Eighteen Years of  Age                             
Alleged to be Neglected by                                                                 

SUMMONS ZENAIDA DIAZ, 
(Child Neglect Case) Respondent.

NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR 
CHILD(REN) IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT 
IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR RIGHTS TO YOUR 
CHILD(REN).  IF YOUR CHILD(REN) STAYS 
IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RE-
CENT 22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE 
REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION(S) 
TO TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS 
AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND 
CUSTODY OF YOUR CHILD(REN) TO THE 
AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOP-
TION.  IN SOME CASES, THE AGENCY MAY 
FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD. IF SEVERE OR REPEATED CHILD 
ABUSE IS PROVEN BY CLEAR AND CON-
VINCING EVIDENCE, THIS FINDING MAY 
CONSTITUTE THE BASIS TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND TO COM-
MIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF 
YOUR CHILD(REN) TO THE AGENCY FOR 
THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.  
UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY 
ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETER-
MINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A 
RESPONDENT; IF THE COURT DETERMINES 
THE CHILD(REN) SHOULD BE REMOVED 
FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE COURT MAY 
ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETER-
MINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 

PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUS-
TODIANS FOR THE CHILD(REN); IF THE 
CHILD(REN) IS PLACED AND REMAINS 
IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE 
MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, 
THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE 
A PETITION(S) FOR TERMINATION OF PA-
RENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PARENT(s) AND 
COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND 
CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN) FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE 
PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS  
RESPONDENTS IN THE CHILD NEGLECT 
OR ABUSE PROCEEDING. 
A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE 
RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR  
PERMANENT CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD(REN) AND TO SEEK  
ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS  
WITH THE CHILD(REN).
BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) 
WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT 
and to [specify name(s) and address(es) and 
relationship to child(ren)]:  
A Petition under Article 10 of the Family Court 
Act having been filed with this Court, and 
annexed hereto
YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE HEREBY 
SUMMONED to appear before this Court at 111 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., 3rd Floor 
Annex, White Plains, New York 10601, on  
February 3, 2017, at 3:00 pm o’clock in the 
morning afternoon of that day to answer the 
petition and to be dealt with in accordance with 
Article 10 of the Family Court Act.
Upon your failure to appear as herein directed 
a warrant may be issued for your arrest and/or 
the Court may proceed to Inquest and hear and 
determine the petition as provided by law. 
Dated:  December 2, 2016.

__/s/______

We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include the 
words “Happenings Calendar Submission” 
in your email subject line. Entries 
should be sent to Pat Casey at pcasey@
theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Jan. 3
Tuesdays ar Dorry’s. Jonathan Flaks 

will talk about “Always Growing,” when 
career is no longer a concern, what can 
we learn from a career and life coach. 
Jonathan will help us think about the 
relevance of all this to where we are in 
our lives and our world now. Tuesdays@
Dorry’s gathers conservation partners 
every Tuesday to share a meal and learn 
from presenters invited each week. Food 
ordering starts at 5:30 p.m. presentation 6 
to 7 p.m. Dorry’s Diner, 468Mamaroneck 
Ave., White Plains, 914-682-0005.

Wednesday, Jan. 4
Lunchtime Meditation. At the White 

Plains Library a weekly meditation 
program. No registration or equipment 
necessary. Starts promptly at 12:15 p.m. 
with the first few minutes devoted to 
beginning instruction. For information 

please contact 914-422-1496 or 
cdeschamps@whiteplainsny.gov. The 
White Plains Public Library is located at 
100 Martine Ave., White Plains.

Poetry Slam and Open Mic. The First 
Wednesday series continues with Open 
Mic, SLAM competition and guest poet 
Jon Sands; 6:30 p.m. at Barnes & Noble, 
230 Main Street in downtown White 
Plains. To take part in the open mic or 
slam, register at 6:30 p.m. Slammers 
should bring one original poem of up to 
3 minutes. Registration closes promptly 
at 7 p.m. and the program starts shortly 
thereafter. Co-hosted by local poet and 
slam-master Eric ZORK Alan. All are 
welcome. Poetry Slam is a project of the 
White Plains Library Foundation. 

Saturday, Jan. 7
Winter Hike Around the Lake. A hike 

along the new interpretive trail to observe 
the local flora and fauna. Cranberry Lake 
Preserve, Old Orchard Street, North 
White Plains. 1 to 2 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
428-1005.

Saddle Up Saturdays With Jonathan 
Demme: “Colorado Territory.” This 
series returns to try and recapture the 

heady thrill of settling into the theater for 
the delicious ritual of getting immersed 
in a full-tilt Saturday Western matinee. 
Demme will appear at select screenings. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. Noon. Members: $8. 
Non-members: $13. Most Saturdays 
through March 25. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

“Annie.” In New York City during the 
Great Depression, a plucky, red-haired 
girl (Aileen Quinn) is the voice of hope 
for her fellow orphans who live under 
the supervision of the strict and mean 
Miss Hannigan (Carol Burnett). A family 
favorite since its release over three decades 
ago, this Hollywood musical classic is a 
must-see on the big screen for kids and 
parents. Followed by kids’ activities. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 12:05 p.m. Members: 
$8. Non-members: $13. Children (13 and 
under): $7.50. Also Jan. 8 at noon. (Kids’ 
activities Saturday only.) Info and tickets: 
Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Sunday, Jan. 8
MLK Concert. Community Concert 

in Honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
presented by the Interfaith Connection 

and Westchester Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Institute for Nonviolence, 4 p.m. at 
Congregation Kol Ami, 252 Soundview 
Ave., White Plains. Baha’i Faith 
Community of Westchester, Connecticut 
and NYC, Calvary Baptist Church 
Youth Choir and Inspirational Choir, 
Congregation Kol Ami Choir, Memorial 
United Methodist Church Choir, Mt. 
Hope A.M.E Zion Church Mass Choir, 
Muslim Call to Prayer, Shinnyo-en 
Buddhist Temple Ceremonial Taiko 
Drums, St. Nersess Armenian Theological 
Seminary, Temple Israel Center Choir. 
Free-will offering, there is no admission 
charge. Refreshments will be served after 
the concert. Please bring non-perishable 
food items for Westchester neighbors.

Trove at The Movies. “Pete’s Dragon” 
a newly released reimagining of Disney’s 
cherished family film now in live action 
with exciting animation. Pete’s Dragon is 
the adventure of an orphaned boy named 
Pete and his best friend Elliott, who just 
so happens to be a dragon. Rated PG 
(action, peril, and some language), 90 
min.; 2 p.m. White Plains Public Library, 
100 Martine Ave., White Plains.

continued on page 14

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

In the Matter of the Commitment of                                       SUMMONS & INQUEST NOTICE
Guardianship and Custody pursuant to                                  PETITION
§ 384-b of the Social Services Law of                        TERMINATION 
         OF PARENTAL RIGHTS
                                                                                    Docket No.:  B-13067 -16                                          
GABRIEL CASTRO                                                                F.U. No: 94053
                                         
A Child under the Age of Eighteen Years, 
Alleged to be a Permanently Neglected &
Abandoned Child 
...........................................................................................
IN THE NAME OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
TO:  ALBERT CASTRO
 
     YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at 131 Warburton Ave, 3rd Floor, 
Yonkers, New York, on the 1ST day of March, 2017 at 10:00 AM in the forenoon of said day, to show 
cause why the Court should not enter an order committing the guardianship and custody of the child to 
the Petitioner, Westchester County Department of Social Services, as provided by law.
       PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that if guardianship and custody of the child is committed to the Westches-
ter County Department of Social Services, the child may be adopted with the consent of the Westchester 
County Department of Social Services, without your consent or further notice to you.                    
      PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a lawyer, and if the 
Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer assigned by the Court.
      PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place noted above, the 
Court will hear and determine the petitions as provided by law.
      PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE,  that if you fail to appear at the time and place noted above, 
or at any adjourn date, the Court will hear and determine the petitions upon inquest as provided 
by law and may, after hearing, terminate your parental rights and commit the guardianship and  
custody of the subject child to the Petitioner.

Dated: White Plains, New York
 December 21, 2016
                        
  BY ORDER OF THE COURT
 
           ___       __    s/                       
                                       COURT CLERK
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Monday, Jan. 9
Bird Walk. Beginners welcome. 

Bringing binoculars is encouraged. 
Rockefeller State Park Preserve, 125 
Phelps Way (Route 117), Pleasantville. 
8:30 a.m. Free. Second Monday of each 
month. Info: 914-666-6503 or visit www.
sawmillriveraudubon.org.

Tuesday, Jan. 10
Stories & Stuff. “Dog Tales” preschool 

story time, including a craft activity, 
for ages 4 and 5 without adult. Literacy 

connections are made at Stories & Stuff 
where stories are centered around a 
theme and children listen and interact 
with corresponding rhymes, songs and/
or finger plays. A final craft project ties 
in with the topic fostering a sense that 
stories are imaginative, yet lasting, and 
continue to enrich our creative thoughts 
and play; 4:30 p.m. at White Plains Public 
Library, 100 Martine Ave., White Plains. 

Intro To 3D Printing & Design. 
Come and learn about 3D printing and 
computer- aided design (CAD) with a 

free computer application. Participants 
will have the chance to design an original 
object and print it out in physical form, 
to be collected at a later date; 6 p.m.; 100 
Martine Ave., White Plains. 

“Healthy Living for Your Brain and 
Body.” The Alzheimer’s Association 
Hudson Valley chapter offers this 
educational program that looks at the 
latest research in diet, nutrition, exercise, 
cognitive activity and social engagement 
to help participants form a plan for 
healthy aging. Larchmont Public Library, 
121 Larchmont Ave., Larchmont. 11 a.m. 

Free. Registration required. Info: 800-
272-3900. Registration: 914-834-2281.

Wednesday, Jan. 11
Noonday Getaway Concert. 

Downtown Music at Grace welcomes 
pianist Jenny J. Lee for her debut 
performance. Lee is pursuing a Master’s 
degree at the Yale School of Music, 
studying with Peter Frankl as a recipient 
of the Mary Howell Clapp Scholarship. 
She is a recent graduate of the Indiana 
University Jacobs School of Music 
and was named a Jacobs Scholar, the 
most prestigious award given to an 
undergraduate musician. Ms. Lee is 
a 2014 Finalist of the 7th New York 
International Piano Competition. 
Presented in partnership with the Stecher 
and Horowitz Foundation; 30-minute 
free concert; 12:10 p.m. at Grace 
Episcopal Church, 33 Church St. (Main 
Street at Mamaroneck Avenue), White 
Plains. This concert is made possible with 
the generous support of Deutsch Family 
and Licor 43, the #1 premium liqueur 
from Spain.

Climate Change: Impacts on Our 
Region. J.D. Lewis, a Fordham University 
biology professor, will present a global 
perspective on climate change and his 
research of its effects on human migration 
patterns. As severe weather, a changing 
climate and conflict over resources 
pushes people out of rural communities 
and into urban environments, what are 
the effects on people and cities? Angelica 
Patterson, a Ph.D. candidate at Columbia 
presents her research, conducted at Black 
Rock Forest in Cornwall, N.Y., on tree 
physiological responses to changes in 
temperature. The presenters will share 
proposed solutions and the group will 
discuss actions communities are taking 
to create a climate change resilient 
world.  Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. Refreshments 
at 7 p.m. Program at 7:30 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-723-3470  or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

“Deconstructing the Beatles’ White 
Album.” In the aftermath of thousands 
within the Jacob Burns community 
rocking to Ron Howard’s fabulous “Eight 
Days A Week,” and thousands more who 
have seen Scott Freiman’s Beatles shows 
here live, the film center has captured 
Freiman’s extraordinary presentations on 
film. He developed these presentations 
at the film center. Jacob Burns  
Film Center, 364 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. Members: $10. Non-
members: $15. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

 SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 

COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER 
INDEX NO. 70910/2015 Filed By: 12/28/2015 

Plaintiff designates Westchester County as the place of 
trial. Venue is based upon the County in which the  

mortgaged premises is situated.
 Wells Fargo Bank National Association,  

as Trustee for Banc of America Alternative Loan Trust 
2005-11 Plaintiff,

-against-
Mary Bowe, as Heir and Executrix of the Estate of James J. 
Bowe, Laura Girdner a/k/a Laura Bowe, as Heir to the Es-
tate of James J. Bowe, Carol Bowe a/k/a Carol Ann Bowe, 
as Legal Guardian of C.B., as Heir to the Estate of James 
J. Bowe, Clayton Roach, as Heir to the Estate of James J. 

Bowe, Justin Roach, as Heir to the Estate of James J. Bowe, 
Katelyn Roach, as Heir to the Estate of James J. Bowe, Kel-
lyn Roach, as Heir to the Estate of James J. Bowe, Michael 
Bowe, as Alternative Co-Executor of the Estate of James J. 
Bowe, Erin Conway, as Alternative Co-Executor of the Es-
tate of James J. Bowe, Bank of America, N.A., United States 

of America, New York State Department of Taxation and 
Finance, and "JOHN DOE #1" through "JOHN DOE #10", 

the last ten names being fictitious and unknown to the 
plaintiff, the person or parties intended being the persons 

or parties, if any, having or claiming an interest in or  
lien upon the mortgaged premises described in the  

Complaint, Defendants.

TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S):
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Com-

plaint in this action and to serve a copy of your Answer or, 
if the Complaint is not served with this Summons, to serve 

a Notice of Appearance on the attorneys for the plaintiff 
within twenty (20) days after service of this Summons, 

exclusive of the day of service; or within thirty (30) days 
after service is complete if this Summons is not personally 
delivered to you within the State of New York; or within 

sixty (60) days if it is the United States of America.  
In case of your failure to appear or answer, judgment  

will be taken against you by default for the  
relief demanded in the Complaint.

NOTICE: YOU ARE IN 
DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this summons and complaint 
by serving a copy of the answer on the attorney for the 
mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceed-
ing against you and filing the answer with the court, a 

default judgment may be entered and you can lose your 
home. Speak to an attorney or go to the court where 

your case is pending for further information on how to 
answer the summons and protect your property. 

Sending a payment to your mortgage company will not 
stop this foreclosure action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE 
ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF  

(MORTGAGE COMPANY) 
AND FILING THE ANSWER  

WITH THE COURT.

Dated:  Buffalo, New York FRENKEL, LAMBERT, WEISS, 
December 23, 2015 WEISMAN & GORDON, LLP

BY: Kristin Bolduc
Attorneys for Plaintiff 53 Gibson Street

Bay Shore, New York 11706 (631) 969-3100
Our File No.:  01-072279-F00

TO:
Mary Bowe, as Executrix and Heir to the 

Estate of James J. Bowe, 
5705 Delaware Ave. New Port Richey, FL 34652

Bank of America, N.A.
1400 Best Plaza Drive, Suite 101

Richmond, VA 23227 United States of America
New York State Department of Taxation and Finance

Laura Girdner a/k/a Laura Bowe as heir to the 
Estate of James Bowe 

5951 Larson Loop, Apt K105 Sante Fe, NM 87507

Carol Bowe as legal guardian to C.B. as Heir to the
Estate of James Bowe 

6 Spy Glass Lane Ponte Vedra, FL 32082

Clayton Roach as Heir to the Estate of James J. Bowe 
155 Cornelius Rd. Mooresville, NC 28117

Justin Roach as Heir to the Estate of James J. Bowe 
29224 Lakeview Dr. Ardmore, AL 35739

Katelyn Roach as Heir to the Estate of James J. Bowe 
22 Manchester Ln. Elkhart, IN 46514

Kellyn Roach as Heir to the Estate of James J. Bowe 
3248 Bay Pointe Dr., Apt 2B Elkhart, IN 46514

Michael Bowe, Alternate Co-executor to the estate of 
James Bowe 

267 S. Broadway, Apt C. Tarrytown, NY 10531

Erin Conway Alternate Co-Executor to the 
estate of James Bowe 

2603 Willowbrook Ln, Unit 31 Aptos, CA 95003

continued from page 13



15January 3 - January 9, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com

By Albert Coqueran
It has been a seesaw season for the 

White Plains High School Boys Varsi-
ty Basketball Team in 2016. With eight 
games played before the start of the New 
Year the Tigers record remains 4-4 on the 
season.

Nonetheless, the Tigers have made 
significant progress since their Home 
Opener loss to Yorktown H.S. in the Har-
ry Jefferson Showcase. The Tigers had 
an impressive win over Arlington High 
School, 43-32, before losing in the Open-
ing Round of the Harrison Tournament 
to their northern County rival Peekskill 
High School, 51-60.

The Tigers put together back-to-back 
wins for the first time this season by beat-
ing Harrison High School in the Consola-
tion Game of the Harrison Tourney 49-39 
and then holding off Horace Greely High 
School, 71-64, on Dec. 19, at Greely.

But the Tigers sustained an ugly defeat 
to Clarkstown North, 63-44, on Decem-
ber 21, which solidifies the characteriza-
tion of a “see-saw” season. However, then 
came the 18th Annual Slam Dunk Tour-
nament at the Westchester County Center 
from Dec. 27-29.

It was the Tigers performance in this 
year’s Slam Dunk Tournament that con-
firmed their distinction of, “making sig-
nificant progress” thus far this basketball 
season.

The Tigers beat Monroe-Woodbury 
High School in the Slam Dunk Opening 
Round, 48-36. Senior Michael Shuler, 
coming off the injured list, stepped-up to 
score 12 points and grab eight rebounds. 

Tigers freshman guard Eisaiah Murphy 
scored 10 points against the Central Val-
ley Crusaders and forward Spencer Lodes 
dominated the defensive boards while 

snatching eight off the glass and finishing 
with a total of 10 rebounds.

White Plains advanced to the Slam 
Dunk Bracket One Championship Game 
in their home away from home, the Coun-
ty Center, but their next Slam Dunk chal-
lenge presented a monumental task.

On Tuesday, Dec. 27, the Tigers were 
matched-up against number two in New 
York State, Cardinal Hayes High School, 
who was undefeated at game time, at 9-0.

To most everyone’s surprise the Tigers 
came within one bad pass and one or two 
poor shot selections from handing the 

Cardinals their first loss of the season, 
even before Hillhouse High School end-
ed Hayes’s winning streak at 10 games, on 
Friday, Dec. 30. 

Murphy, the Tigers young freshman 
guard, topped his Opening Round perfor-
mance against the Crusaders by scoring 
17 points and hitting 4-of-8 
from behind the arch against 
Hayes. Shuler complemented 
Murphy again by notching a 
double-double with 12 points 
and 11 rebounds. But Hayes 
outlasted the Tigers, 64-57, 
to take home the Slam Dunk 
Bracket One Championship 
Trophy.

“We played with some 
toughness, we just needed 
to take care of the basketball 
better in a couple of key spots 
and we would have been al-
right,” stated Tigers Head 
Coach Spencer Mayfield.

The Tigers showed resil-
iency by coming back from 
being 14 points down in the 
third quarter to getting within 
four points with 21.2 seconds 
left in the game. But it was 
just not enough to overcome 
Slam Dunk Championship 
Game MVP Joe Toussaint’s 17 
points or Cardinals forward 
Terry Dawkins game-high 21 
points. Toussaint converted 
13 of his points from the foul 
line on 13-of-18 shooting and 
Dawkins hit 7-of-8 free throws. 

The Tigers for the third game 

this season found themselves way on the 
short end of free throws in a game. The 
Cardinals shot 21-of-32 from the foul line 
while the Tigers received a mere nine op-
portunities from the charity strip while 
making eight of those shots. The Tigers 28 
turnovers did not help them either.

Both Murphy and Shuler performed re-
markably in the 18th Annual Slam Dunk 
Tournament. The Tigers young freshman 
combined for 27 points in two games in 
his first Slam Dunk Tournament with 17 
of those points coming against the best 
of the CHSAA AA. “Eisaiah (Murphy) is 
a tough young player. He is coachable, he 
wants to get better and he is not afraid of 
the big moment,” acknowledged Mayfield.

Shuler displayed in the Slam Dunk that 
he is ready to lead the Tigers as the heart 
of the Section 1 AA schedule commences 
in the New Year. Besides his 12 points and 
11 rebounds against Hayes, he also had 
seven assists with only three turnovers. 

Shuler’s statistics in his two Slam Dunk 
games equaled 24 points, 19 rebounds, 11 
assists with only six turnovers, while play-
ing 32 minutes per game. “Michael Shuler 
has been stepping up for us all season. He 
plays both sides of the ball and he plays 
hard; some of these college coaches better 
wake up,” said Mayfield.

Murphy stated in the postgame inter-
view after the Tigers loss to Hayes. “We 
made a lot of mistakes at the end of the 
game; we could have beaten them. If we 
can hang with them we can hang with any 
team in our league.”

EX AMINER SPORTS
Tigers Nearly “Slam Dunk” Cardinals in 18th Annual Holiday Tournament

Cardinal Hayes Head Coach Joseph Lods (left) reviews strategy with Associate Head Coach Tim Philp 
(right), during the Slam Dunk Tournament. Philp is a former Stepinac Head Basketball Coach, who 
spent 10 years leading the Crusaders. Philp compiled a 135-103 career record, at Stepinac with a City 
Championship in 2010. Philp is in his second season with the Cardinals. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS

Tigers forward Spencer Lodes (left) goes to the hoop strong but only to be blocked by Cardinal Hayes 
forward Tyrese Williams (right), as the Tigers lost the Slam Dunk Tournament Bracket One Championship 
to the Cardinals, 64-57. 

White Plains phenomenal shooting freshman Eisaiah Murphy 
scored a total of  27 points in the 2016 Slam Dunk Tournament. 
Murphy scored 10 points in the Tigers Semifinal win over 
Monroe-Woodbury and 17 points in the Tigers loss to Hayes 
in the Finals. 
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses.
Please play responsibly.

CHEERS TO 2017.
MAKE IT YOUR LUCKIEST.

JACKPOT NOW OVER 1 MILLION*

© 2016 Califon Productions, Inc. “Wheel of Fortune” is a registered trademark
of Califon Productions, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
*Current $10 Wheel of Fortune progressive jackpot as of 12/22/16.


