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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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By Anna Young
Crowds lined up Saturday morning for 

the opening of a gun and knife show at the 
Westchester County Center, one day after 
County Executive Rob Astorino vetoed 
legislation that banned gun shows on 
county-owned property.

Despite Astorino assuring residents that 
attendees must hold a valid pistol permit 
and undergo a background check before 
buying a firearm, Democratic legislators 
voiced their disappointment that the 
event was held.

“The proliferation of guns in our 
communities is a public health crisis,” 
Majority Leader Catherine Borgia 
(D-Ossining) said in a statement. 
“Prohibiting the sale of guns on County 

property is a good first step in stemming 
this horrific tide.”

Board Chairman Michael Kaplowitz 
(D-Somers) said Astorino’s decision was 
political as he ignored the will of the 
majority of residents and legislators. 

On Jan. 9 in a straight partisan vote, the 
Board of Legislators approved the ban by a 
9-8 margin. Democrats, who unanimously 
voted in favor of the measure, argued that 
gun shows promote a culture of violence 
while Republicans contended they were 
protecting First and Second Amendment 
rights.

It was fully expected that Astorino 
would veto the bill with virtually no 
chance of an override from legislators.

continued on page 2

continued on page 2

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
The line was out the door for this weekend’s gun and knife show at the County Center in White Plains 
following County Executive Rob Astorino’s veto Friday of  a ban prohibiting gun shows at Westchester-
owned facilities. Organizers said about 5,000 attended the show.

By Pat Casey
Saturday’s gathering at the fountain 

plaza in downtown White Plains attracted 
about 100 people according to media 
reports. The rally was organized just 
a few days earlier to allow people not 
making the trek to Washington, DC, 
or Manhattan, who wanted a chance to 
express their views about democracy, 
human rights, justice, pluralism and other 
issues as millions did across the globe on 
Saturday afternoon.

Many Westchester residents took busses 
to the nation’s capital to join their local 
government representatives in a strong 
showing for women’s rights and issues of 
diversity. Others made their way to New 
York City where the call was loud to make 
New York a pillar of progressive ideals and 
a safe haven for all peoples.

The White Plains demonstration was 
organized by Laurie Rigelhaupt and Alex 
Zackrone and supported by the WESPAC 
Foundation.

The organizers in White Plains said 

a lot of people were scared and worried. 
“Whatever he (President Trump) does, 
we (the people) are going to be there 
to oppose him at every step. We know 
what he is going to do and he started 
immediately.”

White Plains Mayor Tom Roach gave 
an impassioned comment saying, “We 
elected a president, not a king. The 
democracy is ours.”

One representative from the Hudson 
Valley Community Coalition spoke out 
about her experience as an immigrant to 
the United States.

Now a U.S. citizen, having voted for 
the first time in November’s election, 
working as a social worker and a mother 
of three, she described the trip she made 
at age nine from Peru to escape poverty 
and the violence of the Shining Path. “My 
mother wanted something better for me. I 
am my mother’s American Dream. I want 
my children to grow up in a country that 
accepts all, that gives opportunity to all.”

Westchester residents gathered in White Plains on Saturday, Jan. 21, in solidarity with demonstrations 
that took place around the globe on the same day. In the inset photo, courtesy of  Tamaris Princi, a 
young boy carries a sign that reflects the hope for his future. Many children took part in the various 
events on Saturday.

SANDRA MONCADA, HUDSON VALLEY COMMUNITY COALITION PHOTO
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Despite Democratic lawmakers’ 
frustration, Astorino attended the first 
day of the two-day show shaking hands 
with vendors and patrons who thanked 
him for standing up for their rights. 

“I tried to look at this issue, not in an 
emotional way, but in facts and there was 
no justification to ban a gun show based 
on facts and based on the law,” Astorino 
said. “What you’re seeing today (at the 
gun show) is a peaceful organization of 
individuals exercising their First and 
Second Amendment rights.”

From 1999 to 2010, the county 
discontinued gun shows. But Astorino 
lifted the ban after taking office and 
one was held at the County Center in 
2012. However, after the Sandy Hook 
Elementary School tragedy, a 2013 show 
was canceled and a handshake agreement 
was made among county officials that the 

venue would no longer host the shows. 
Patrons stood on an hour-long line that 

circled the building as early as 8:30 a.m. 
Saturday awaiting the event’s opening. 
About 250 vendors and 5,000 people 
were expected, which would be a two-day 
record for the show, that featured modern 
and collectible firearms, handguns, 
ammunition, knives, military-style 
weapons, tactical gear, books, hunting 
attire, crystals, jewelry, spices, beef jerky 
and sauces. Much of the merchandise on 
sale was accessories, not firearms.

“There are clear misconceptions to 
those who don’t know about guns,” said 
vendor Louie Fortes of Blue Line Tactical 
Supply in Elmsford. “We are here to spread 
the word about the importance of safety, 
training and going to the shooting range.” 

Newman Chittenden, president of 
Westchester Collectors, Inc., which ran 

the show, said he was pleased Astorino 
vetoed the ban. 

“This event does not promote crime, 
there’s no evidence anywhere with 
anything negative against this show,” 
Chittenden said. “The FBI says 1 percent 
of gun violence is from gun shows, so 
we’re not the problem.” 

Minority Leader John Testa 
(R-Peekskill), who attended on Saturday, 
said holding the show allows Westchester 
taxpayers the opportunity to exercise their 
constitutional rights and enjoy a hobby.

Lou Zacchio, of L & L Sports in 
Harrison, said more people came to his 
table seeking information about certain 
types of guns and how to obtain a pistol 
permit. 

Astorino said the gun show is a safe, 
regulated and secure place where all laws 
are followed.

“For those who are disappointed, 
I understand and respect that but 
everybody has the opportunity to exercise 
their rights and the people coming here 
don’t want issues,” Astorino said. “This 
is an exhibition not unlike the other 
exhibitions we have here, but for many 
people who wanted to come here, they 
had a right to as well.”

But members of the Democratic Caucus 
condemned the presence of what they 
described as pro-Confederate and pro-
Nazi literature sighted at the show. Photos 
accompanying a press statement from the 
caucus showed books with titles about 
Hitler and Nazi Germany but it could not 
be discerned from the pictures where they 
were taken.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

NYS Assemblywoman 
Amy Paulin (D-Scarsdale) 
traveled with a busload 
of locals to Washington 
where they sported pink 
crowns representing the 
Statue of Liberty in New 
York State. Paulin has 
worked long and hard 
over the years for women’s 
rights and the rights of all 
people in New York State.

NYS Senator Andrea-
Stewart Cousins 
(D-Yonkers) spoke to 
the crowd in New York 
City. “We are New York. 
We are moving forward,” 
she shouted. “America 
is not the project of a 
single person. The most 
powerful word in a 
democracy is the word 
‘we’.”

After the day of global demonstrations 
Nada Khader, WESPAC Foundation 
Director, told The White Plains Examiner 
that there were many things that could be 
done locally.

With a broad agenda, Khader explained 
WESPAC’s vision going forward. “We 
support single-payer universal healthcare 
and continued women’s reproductive 
freedom rights. We stand in solidarity 
with our LGBTQ community, and we are 
ready to stand with them in defending the 
progress made in securing their rights. We 
support a strong public education system, 
tuition free university education and 
forgiveness of student loans. We support 
the movement for guaranteed minimum 
income whether by guaranteeing living 
wage jobs to every person in Westchester 
or by a universal minimum income plan as 
is being implemented in places around the 
world to eradicate poverty. This approach 
requires investment in skills training and 

more, with the transition to renewable 
energies creating an important portion of 
these new jobs.”

“We support NYS farmers and would 
like government, hospital, university, and 
school cafeterias to purchase a greater 
percentage of their food items from New 
York farmers. This step alone would create 
thousands more jobs in upstate New York 
to respond to the guaranteed demand 
of local agricultural products.  It would 
also increase the quality of food at these 
institutions and would help develop a 
sustainable local economy. We stand in 
solidarity with the Muslim, Sikh, Arab, 
South Asian, Asian and other immigrant 
communities and reject racial profiling. 
We want major investment in affordable 
housing projects in Westchester County, 
including decent, safe and secure housing 
for very low-income people.  We would 
like this investment to be based on a 
needs assessment, using the guideline that 

NYS Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins at bottom right marching in New York with Whoopie Goldberg (left, 
in the denim jacket and pink hat).

NYS Assemblywoman Amy Paulin (center) with local constituents who traveled with her to Washington 
on Saturday.

Demonstrators at White Plains fountain plaza. 
SANDRA MONCADA, HUDSON VALLEY COMMUNITY COALITION PHOTO
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National Popular Vote vs. The Electoral College Debated at Forum 
By Rick Pezzullo

Donald Trump was sworn-in as the 
45th president of the United States Friday, 
despite receiving nearly three million 
fewer votes than Democratic rival and 
Chappaqua resident Hillary Clinton in 
November.

It was the fourth time in presidential 
election history that the president-elect 
was chosen through the Electoral College 
system but failed to garner the majority 
of support of Americans who turned out 
at the polls–a situation that has rekindled 
debate over how the commander-in-chief 
is selected.

A nationwide effort is underway to try 
to change to a National Popular Vote, 
which some political pundits feel will 
occur in the near future.

“It’s going to happen eventually. I 
think by 2024,” Hendrik Hertzberg, a 
political analyst and senior editor and 
staff writer at The New Yorker, said during 
a recent discussion on voting reform at 
the Croton Free Library sponsored by 
State Assemblywoman Sandra Galef (D/
Ossining) and the American Association 
of University Women Westchester 
Chapter.

“I don’t want the loser to win no 
matter what the election is,” said State 
Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz (D/Bronx, 
81st District), who also participated 
on the panel in front of approximately 
150 attendees. “I like my vote to count 

for something. I feel cheated. If I didn’t 
show up at the polls nothing would have 
changed. One person, one vote---that’s 
supposedly what this country is all about.”

Contending that with the current 
Electoral College, where 270 electoral 
votes out of a possible 538 are needed 
to prevail (Trump received 304 to  
Clinton’s 227), only a dozen so-called 
battleground states determine the 
outcome, Hertzberg and Dinowitz said 
most voters feel powerless.

“There’s a lot of reasons to change the 
way a president is chosen,” Hertzberg 
said. “The system we have systematically 
devalues grassroots politics. There’s 
virtually zero campaigning or dollars 
spent in 40 states. If Hillary had won the 
Electoral College but lost the popular vote, 
this would happen in a flash.”

Currently, 10 states, including New York 
and New Jersey, possessing 165 electoral 
votes have adopted National Popular Vote 
legislation. The bill has passed at least one 

legislative chamber in 12 other states 
(totaling 96 electoral votes) and been 
unanimously approved at the committee 
level in two other states (27 electoral 
votes).

“The person with the most votes 
wins, except for the most important 
position in the United States: president,” 
Dinowitz said.

“If enough states do it all at once, 
presto-chango!” Hertzberg remarked. 
“That’s what the National Popular Vote 
does. This would make presidential 
campaigns national. The presidential 
election today has nothing to do with 
what was envisioned.”

Jeanne Zaino, professor of political 
science and international studies at Iona 
College, said the Electoral College is part 
of “a flawed system,” but also maintained 
there were no assurances switching to a 
National Popular Vote would increase 
voter turnout.

“Our process in selecting the president 
doesn’t always yield the best person for 
the job because of the way the system 
is set up,” Zaino said. “Everybody’s 
vote should count equally and that 
isn’t the case with our system. In a fair 
democracy everyone needs to have their 
vote counted equally. The principles 
of equal representation are not kept in 
the Electoral College. We need to go  
back and see why we have it and if it still 
withstands.”

(L-r) Jeanne Zaino, Jeffrey Dinowitz, Hendrik Hertzberg and Sandy Galef.
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Ballet for Young Audiences 
presents 

a household should not be paying more 
than one third of its income on housing 
needs,” Khader outlined.  

WESPAC also promotes the strongest 
protections possible for undocumented 
persons who are here to stay and who are 
part of our families and communities. “We 
will work to support a path to citizenship 

for undocumented persons,” Khader 
said. “Locally, we do not want local law 
enforcement departments to contact ICE 
for assistance on the basis of a suspect’s or 
arrestee’s race, ethnicity, national origin, 
or actual or suspected immigration status. 
We do not want local law enforcement 
departments to accept requests by ICE or 

other agencies to support 
or assist in operations 
that are primarily 
for immigration 
enforcement.  And, we 
do not want any local law 
enforcement department 
to sign on to a 287g 
program that would seek 
to deputize local police 
officers to authorize 
them to enforce federal 
immigration status 
violations.”

WESPAC supports the 
right of undocumented 
residents to apply for a 
NYS driver’s license. “We 
would like Westchester 
County police chiefs, 
mayors, supervisors as 
well as Town Boards and 
Common Councils to 
all follow the lead of the 
Village of Ossining, the 

Village of Port Chester and the Village 
of Mamaroneck, which have all already 
passed resolutions in support of driver’s 
licenses for undocumented residents, 
and to send a strong signal of support to 
Albany so that this policy becomes law 
this year.”   

We fully support the recommendations 
made in our former President’s Task 
Force on 21st Century Policing, Khader 
continued. “For those police departments 
in Westchester that are doing the right 
thing, this is your moment to shine and to 
share your policies with the public. Here 
in Westchester County, the Westchester 
Coalition for Police Reform is organizing 
an important forum in early April 2017 
where we are inviting members of the 
independent civilian review boards of 
New York City, Syracuse and Albany 
to come to Westchester County along 
with representatives of their police 
departments to share with the public the 
successes and limits of their independent 
police oversight initiatives.”  

Khader also expressed concern for the 
environment. “We would like our county 
and municipal governments to fully 
support our transition to safe, renewable 
and clean energies and to help us all be 
more prepared for more frequent major 
climate events. We want low-income 
communities to be especially supported 

in this transition process.  We want 
our county to be both pedestrian and 
bicycle friendly, and include investments 
in continually improving our public 
transportation system.”

Human right’s issued raised by demonstrators at the White Plains event 
covered a broad spectrum as evidenced by the signs they carried.

“I am my mother’s American Dream,” said a 
speaker, an immigrant and recent U.S. citizen at 
the White Plains rally.

SANDRA MONCADA, HUDSON VALLEY COMMUNITY COALITION PHOTO
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White Plains Board of Ed to Begin Budget Planning Process

Our Lady of Mount Carmel School Begins Etiquette Classes

White Plains Students Receive High Honors

The White Plains Board of Education 
has announced the district’s 2017-18 
budget planning process, continuing the 
community-wide forums held last year. 
Board President Rosemarie Eller said, “We 
hope people from all of our constituencies 
will come out and offer their comments to 
assist us in developing the budget.”

All White Plains residents are invited 
to attend a Budget Forum on Tuesday, 
Jan. 24, in the B-1 Room at White Plains 
High School, at 7:30 p.m., to participate in 
focused dialogue on spending efficiencies, 
areas of concern, budget priorities and 
creative ways to increase revenues.  
Preliminary discussions have been held 
with staff to solicit their input.

Additional meetings will take place 
in the community and any group or 
organization wishing to host such a 

meeting may contact the  Superintendent’s 
Office at 422-2033.   

The district will also hold two Public 
Hearings: the first on March 20, on 
the Preliminary Budget, and the second 
on May 8, on the Board of Education’s 
Adopted Proposed Budget. Both hearings 
will take place at Education House, 5 
Homeside Lane, at 7:30 p.m.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Howard 
W. Smith said, “We hope to work 
together with the community to develop 
a budget that maintains the high quality 
of education in White Plains and that is 
fiscally responsible and can be supported 
by the taxpayers in the May 16 vote.”

The community is encouraged 
to visit the district’s website,   
www.whiteplainspublicschools.org for 
information on the budget.

Eller also announced that a nationwide 
search for a new superintendent has 
begun, with applications due by the end 
of January 2017. The Board will use the 
same profile to screen applicants as that 
identified by the community for previous, 
recent searches.

Dr. Howard Smith was approved by the 
Board at a special meeting in September 
and began as Acting Superintendent on 
October 1, 2016, for a term to run until June 
30, 2017. He replaced Tim Connors who 
stepped in last term for Superintendent 
Paul Fried who was on a medical leave. Dr. 
Fried resigned in December 2016. 

The Board said school and community 
representatives from all constituencies will 
be involved in interviews of finalists in late 
March or April. It hopes to appoint a new 
Superintendent in April or May.

At its meeting on Jan. 9, the Board 
appointed Dr. Debbie J. Hand as Assistant 
Superintendent for Curriculum & 
Instruction, replacing Jessica O’Donovan 
who moved out of the area with her family. 
Dr. Hand comes to the district from a 
similar position in Tarrytown where she 
supervised all K-12 instructional programs. 
She has a Doctorate in Educational 
Leadership from the University of 
Pennsylvania, two Masters degrees – from 
Fordham University and the College of 
New Rochelle, and a Bachelor of Science 
from Iona College.

The Board also approved four new 
courses at White Plains High School: 
AP Studio Art, Protest Movements in 
American History, SUPA (Syracuse 
University Project Advance) Public Policy, 
and Dual Language Medical Terminology.

Sister Mary Stephen Healey RDC and 
principal of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
School in Elmsford decided her students 
should learn their manners as well as 
mind them. The school’s art teacher, Mary 
Ann Balco Berry, formerly an instructor 
at the John Robert Powers Finishing 
School in Manhattan, voluntarily took on 
the task and wrote a 10-week curriculum 
for grades four through eight.

A bit apprehensive that the children 
would nix her teaching, they surprised 
Berry by being anxious as well as happy 
to learn manners for use on the street 
and in public buildings, introducing 
people, table manners, setting the table, 
writing thank you notes, opening and 
closing doors, public speaking and most 
important to Berry, gentlemen removing 
their hats when they enter a room, a 
long lost but important art of etiquette 
and a pet peeve of Berry, an advocate of 

tradition in etiquette.
No more fist bumping, they shake 

hands now, and learned that shaking 
hands goes back to medieval times when 

knights in shining 
armor showed 
they did not have 
a weapon. Saluting 
goes back to the 
same time when 
knights opened 
their armor to 
reveal their faces 
indicating they 
were friends and 
not enemies.     

Bits of history 
gave rise to certain 
acts of etiquette 
such as a gentleman 
walking on the 
outside, closest 
to the street, to 

protect a young lady.
One parent of a fourth grader stopped 

Berry to tell her how proud her son was 

to set the table for dinner.  Sometimes he 
had to take out his little chart to make 
sure he was doing it correctly. Another 
student said she knew exactly how to set 
the table for Thanksgiving Dinner. 

Each student wrote a note to the 
principal telling her what they learned, 
what was the favorite of the program 
and why children should learn etiquette. 
Everyone had a favorite. Some liked 
setting a table and table manners best. 
Others enjoyed public speaking and 
learning to carry on a conversation. 

Definitely a fait accompli. So much that 
a new program will begin this month for 
the 8th grade young ladies at Mt. Carmel. 
They will learn about poise, modeling 
techniques, line, color, design, hair 
styling, accessorizing, and all those fun, 
as well as important things, girls can use 
to improve their looks and attitude. The 
class will end with a fashion show.

Christopher Moronto, 7th grade, introduces Sr. Mary Stephen Healey to Noely 
Guzman, grade 8 during Etiquette Classes at Our Lady of  Mount Carmel 
School in Elmsford.

Three White Plains High School 
students received awards for academic 
scholarship and leadership.

Senior Shelley Zhu, a student in the 
school’s Science Research Program, was 
named a Semi-Finalist Scholar in the 
prestigious 2017 Regeneron Science 
Talent Search. The honor was based 
upon her scientific paper, “Assessing 
Schwann Cell Biology in Vitro to Assess 
its Potential for Brain Hemorrhage Cell 
transplantation Therapy.” She conducted 
her research this past summer at Burke 

Medical Research Institute under the 
guidance of her mentors Dr. Rajiv R. 
Ratan and Dr. Marietta Zille.

Jordyn Fields was awarded the 2017 
Dr. Martin Luther King Legacy Youth 

Award for Spirit of Love, by the African 
American Men of Westchester. She will be 
honored at a luncheon next week.

Amala Davis has been named a Semi-
Finalist in the 2016-17 Coca-Cola 
Scholars Program. This award is based 

on outstanding leadership, academic 
achievements and dedication to the 
community.  

Shelley Zhu Jordyn Fields Amala Davis



January 24 - January 30, 20176 The White Plains Examiner

Obituaries

Letters Policy
We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 
editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to  
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.  

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide their 

name, address and contact information. 

Register Now for WestchesterSmart Mobile App Development Bowl

William M. McLean Sr.
William McLean, Sr. of Elmsford died 

on Jan. 14 with family at his side. Born 
in New Rochelle on March 9, 1931, he 
was the son of the late Robert and Mary 
McLean.

He is survived by his loving wife Beverly, 
his son William and his wife Jeanmarie 
of Ridgefield, Connecticut and their two 
sons Timothy and Christopher, his son 
Donald, of New Milford, Connecticut 
(Donald’s wife, Colleen McLean, 
predeceased William McLean, Sr.), and 
their four children, Emily, Robert, Deirdre 
and Brendan.

William enjoyed a long career in the 
textile industry in New York City. He loved 
reading history, drawing, and gardening 

and he and Beverly enjoyed traveling to 
Russia, the Mediterranean countries and 
Hawaii among other favorite destinations.

Nancy Cozzolino
Nancy M. Cozzolino, a longtime W. 

Harrison resident, died Jan. 12 at the age 
of 92. She was born November 27, 1924 
in New York City to the late Ottavio and 
Maria Saia Muratore.

On August 28, 1948 she married 
Christopher R. Cozzolino at Mt. Carmel 
Church in NYC. 

Nancy was a member of the North East 
Bronx Senior Citizens Center. She loved 
to dance, travel, cook and knit.

She is survived by her children: 
Christina (Angelo) Sgobbo and their 

children, Angela, Christopher and John 
and her daughter Rosemaria Faella, 
four other grandchildren and five great 
grandchildren. She is predeceased by her 
husband Christopher, a son Vincent and 
her sister Sylvia Gatto.

In lieu of flowers please make donations 
to the American Heart Association.

Michael J. Suhay
Michael J. Suhay, of Elmsford, died Jan. 

12 in Valhalla. He was 78 years old.
Michael was born October 17, 1938 

in Ardsley, son to the late Michael and 
Margaret Suhay.

Michael served in the US Army and 
worked as a Postmaster for the US Postal 
Service in Thornwood. He was a member 

of the Ossining Boat Club and enjoyed 
fishing.

Surviving are his ex-wife Frances 
Carney, daughter Tara Suhay, sons Michael 
Jr. and Peter Suhay. Two grandchildren, 
Regan and Peter Suhay, Jr. also survive 
him.

In Lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions in Michael’s name may be 
made to Graymoor Spiritual Life Center, 
41 Old Highland Turnpike, Garrison, NY 
10524.

Have an idea for a mobile app? 
Learn from the best, turn your idea 
into a reality and compete against the 
region’s top young techies at the 3rd 
annual #WestchesterSmart Mobile App 
Development Bowl. 

Register your high school or college 
team for a spot in the contest by visiting 
bit.ly/appbowl2017. There is no entry 
fee; registration is due by January 30. To 
learn more about the contest, sponsorship 
opportunities or how to be a judge, email 
MobileAppContest@pace.edu. 

“The #WestchesterSmart Mobile App 
Development Bowl is a fun way to foster 
the talents of our students and push the 
boundaries of their potential,” said County 
Executive Rob Astorino. “At the same 
time, the contest is focused on creating 
apps that improve life for senior citizens, 
adding an intergenerational component. 
I want to thank Pace University for its 
continued partnership in making this 
competition possible.” 

The contest is a joint initiative 
of Astorino’s Office of Economic 
Development and Pace University’s 
Seidenberg School of Computer Science 
and Information Systems. The purpose 

is to challenge students to put themselves 
on the “MAAP” by creating “Mobile Apps 
for Aging Populations.” Specifically, apps 
are being sought that improve an aspect 
of daily life for people ages 65 and older. 

Cash prizes, paid internships and tech 
gear are all up for grabs for the winning 
teams. Last year, more than 250 students 
from the tri-state region participated in 
the contest, and this year students have 
even registered from the United Kingdom. 

“We’re proud to again co-sponsor 
and host the annual #WestchesterSmart 
Mobile App Development Bowl,” said Dr. 

Jonathan Hill, Dean of the Seidenberg 
School of Computer Science and 
Information Systems at Pace University. 
“This contest helps motivate students to 
develop an interest in STEM and provides 
the tri-state area’s most ambitious high 
school and college students an opportunity 
to learn how Pace University can help 
shape them into the next generation 
of coders, innovators, and technology 
leaders.”

How the Contest Works: 
Students must compete in teams (two 

person minimum). More than one team 
from the same school is permitted. Students 
may form and register independent teams 
without school affiliation. Students can 
also register as individuals, and Pace will 
assist them in forming a team.

Students and team coaches will work to 
develop mobile apps that will be judged 
on creativity, functionality and usability. 

Free technical support will be offered to 
all participants via an online system, so no 
question will go unanswered. 

Teams will be invited to several contest 
workshops and celebrations – including a 
kick off pep rally, design and development 
workshops, and the judging and awards 
ceremony. 

In April, a panel of expert judges will 
score and determine the top mobile apps. 
Winners will be announced and prizes 

will be awarded during an event at Pace 
University’s Pleasantville Campus.

Kick-Off Pep Rally and Workshops, 
Feb. 3, Westchester County Center, White 
Plains. This celebratory pep rally will 
officially announce the commencement 
of the #WestchesterSmart Mobile App 
Development Bowl and will introduce 
student teams. Design and development 
workshops will follow. 

Mobile App Testing & Assessment 
Workshop, March 3, Pace University, 
Pleasantville. Student teams will present 
their apps to evaluators to determine the 
app’s effectiveness and viability. These 
evaluators will include content and 
technical experts from academia, and 
private and public industry. 

Mobile App Judging & Awards 
Ceremony, April 28, Pace University, 
Pleasantville. This celebratory event will 
recognize the contributions and efforts of 
all involved. It will also serve as a platform 
whereby judging takes place and prizes for 
the top teams will be announced.

Pace University’s Seidenberg School 
of Computer Science and Information 
Systems: http://www.pace.edu/
seidenberg/.
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Police Blotter

Track Weapon Purchase History  
from Gun-Related Incidents

Earlier this week Greenburgh Town 
Supervisor Paul Feiner wrote to 
Westchester County District Attorney 
Anthony Scarpino asking if his office 
has the ability to track where guns were 
originally purchased or obtained after a 
gun-related incident. 

Over 5,000 people attended the gun 
show at the Westchester County Center 
on Saturday, Jan. 21. Feiner thinks it 
would be interesting if the Westchester 
County DA and DA’s from around 
the state would be able to track the 
purchases of the guns after a shooting 
and determine if any guns were 
purchased at gun shows in the state. It 
would also be helpful, going forward, 
if the District Attorney’s office would 
advise the Westchester County Board 

of Legislators if future gun-related 
shootings resulted from guns sold at the 
County Center gun show, Feiner said.

In an email Feiner said he got the idea 
to ask the District Attorney to track 
gun incidents from a supporter of the 
gun show who made the suggestion on 
a Facebook post. The post indicated 
supporters of the gun show would not 
object to such an initiative.  

If it turns out that someone lost 
his/her life due to an intentional or 
negligent use of a gun from a gun show, 
it would be easier to obtain support for 
an override of the County Executive’s 
veto of the BOL bill prohibiting such 
shows at County-owned facilities. It’s 
also possible that the County Executive 
would change his mind, Feiner said.  

Westchester County District Attorney
 Michelle Bonet (DOB 7/28/73) of 

White Plains was arraigned last week 
on an indictment before Judge Anne 
Minihan and charged with three counts 
of Aggravated Vehicular Homicide, two 
counts of Manslaughter in the Second 
Degree, one count of Aggravated 
Driving while Intoxicated Per Se, one 
count of Driving While Intoxicated, a 
Misdemeanor, one count of a Driving 
While Ability Impaired by the combined 
influence of drugs or of alcohol and any 
drug or drugs in the deaths of Henrietta 
and Carmelo Sbezzi.

On Oct. 28, 2016 at approximately 
2:15 p.m., the defendant was driving 
north by west on West Hartsdale Rd. in 
Greenburgh. 

While driving her Chrysler minivan, 
the defendant was observed by witnesses 
crossing over the double yellow line 
multiple times. Just prior to the fatal 
event, the defendant nearly collided 
head-on with a vehicle being operated 
by a seventeen-year-old student coming 
from Maria Regina High School.

A few moments later, the defendant 
who was driving over the speed limit, 
crossed the double yellow line and 
collided head-on with a Lexus sedan 
being driven by Carmelo Sbezzi (DOB 
9/6/34). In the front passenger’s seat was 
his wife, Henrietta (DOB 11/23/35). 

The force of the impact pushed the 
victims’ car off the road. The vehicles 
came to rest with the front of each 
vehicle nearly touching each other and 
the defendant’s car almost entirely in the 
opposite lane of traffic.

Police, EMS and Fire units responded to 
the scene. The victims had to be extricated 
from their vehicle. The defendant, who 
was the sole occupant of her vehicle, was 
found slumped over unconscious.

The defendant and victims were taken 
to Westchester Medical Center. Both 
victims died at the hospital.

Two separate blood samples were 
drawn from the defendant at the hospital 
at different times. Testing of those 
samples revealed a BAC of .29 and .25 
respectively. The testing also revealed an 

amount of Diazepam also referred to as 
Valium. 

The defendant pled not guilty. Her bail 
was continued.

She faces a minimum of one to four 
to a maximum of eight and one-third to 
twenty-five years in state prison. 

Her next court date is January 31, 2017.
This case is being prosecuted by 

Assistant District Attorney James Bavero 
of the Superior Court Trial Division. 

Michelle Bonet
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

LWV Meeting to Explain Why or Why Not 
to Vote for a Constitutional Convention

As required by New York State 
Constitutional mandate every 20 years, 
the November 2017 ballots throughout 
the state will ask the following question: 
“Shall there be a convention to revise the 
constitution and amend the same?”

The League of Women Voters invites 
the public to attend a meeting on Tuesday, 
Feb. 7 to explain the history and meaning 
of that question. Sally Robinson, LWV 
of New York State Vice President of 
Issues and Advocacy, will discuss  The 
Who, What, Where, When, Why and 
How of New York State’s Constitutional 
Convention Question.  The meeting will 
be from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Church Street 
School Auditorium, 295 Church Street, 
White Plains.  (Snow date Feb. 28).  For 
questions or directions, call  914-761-
4382.

The LWVNYS has not taken a position 

on whether to support, oppose or remain 
neutral on the question of holding 
a constitutional convention and so 
LWVNYS’s goal at this time is to educate 
members of the public about important 
aspects of the question and to assist the 
League in its decision on what, if any, 
position the League will take on the 
question of convening a constitutional 
convention. 

This program is organized by the LWV 
of White Plains and co-sponsored by the 
local Leagues of  Harrison, Larchmont/
Mamaroneck, New Castle, New 
Rochelle, Northeast, Scarsdale and the 
Westchester county league.

There will be time for questions from 
the audience. For additional information 
consult the New York State League of 
Women Voters website, www.lwvny.org. 
The program is free and open to all. 

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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“We Deliver Comfort”

It was quite some time ago, but how well 
I remember that “almost” house showing. 
As soon as the front door opened, it was 
evident that the sellers were smokers and 
animal lovers. All it required was a casual 
whiff. 

My buyer clients, particularly the wife 
who said she had multiple allergy issues, 
refused to go past the entrance hall.

I was in a quandary about how to 
tactfully point out the issue to the listing 
agent, but it needed to be addressed. 

When it comes time to sell a house, 
there are many issues to be discussed to 
make it attractive to prospective buyers, 
from curb appeal to functionality of all 
systems. Realtors are eager to provide 
advice to guide sellers through the process 
of “getting ready.”

Probably the most sensitive issue to 
address is unpleasant odor in the house. 
Every home has a particular smell. 
Sometimes it’s good, sometimes not. 
When it’s good, we might want to savor 
it and remember it, but when it’s bad, 
both we and a prospective buyer want to 
escape.

When I rented my first apartment as a 
college student, it was in the basement of 
a private home, which was only slightly 
above grade and faced the north side of 
the house. It had a musty smell caused by 
the moisture in the air that was so thick 
that the walls would sometimes weep 
from it. Being a proactive tenant, even as 

a 19- year-old, I petitioned 
the landlady to buy a de-
humidifier for me. I kept 
it running day and night 
to make the air quality 
acceptable.

The next time I 
was keenly aware of 
objectionable house smells 
was in the apartment 
of a very old lady who 
had invited me, as part-
time antiques dealer at 
the time, to buy some of 
her possessions. When I 
entered her apartment, 
located in an old former 
Brooklyn hotel, I was hit 
with a very unpleasant 
smell that is difficult to 
describe.  

The windows were 
shrouded in heavy 
curtains and shades, and 
the furniture was deeply tufted. When 
she showed me her things, some quite 
beautiful, I would ask her how much she 
wanted for them, and she would give me 
a particularly low price, which she must 
have pulled from her value of things in the 
1940s. It would have been unconscionable 
of me to not give her more. Whenever I 
would offer her two and three times the 
amount she requested, which was still a 
bargain for me, she would say, “Oh,” with 

delight. She was lovely and 
I was getting tremendous 
deals, but I couldn’t wait to 
leave the terrible smell of her 
living environment.

I’m embarrassed to admit 
that I thought the smell was 
coming from what I had 
heard was called “old people 
smell,” but that was a wrong 
assumption. 

There is no such thing, 
according to experts, 
including Valerie Maziarz of 
Oxygen Sanitizing Systems. 
There may be closed windows 
and no airflow or it may be 
from their personal habits, 
and the odors just don’t have 
an opportunity to dissipate.

“It’s the circumstances of 
the old person’s environment,” 
Maziarz said. “The three most 
common causes of house 

odor are smoking, pets and mold. Usually 
people are not aware of the first two odors 
when they live with them. They are very 
aware of mold, however, either because 
of the smell or allergic reaction, and that 
is something they want to do something 
about. Toxic mold produces a chemical 
called mycotoxins which can cause serious 
illnesses that can be fatal.”

Pet smell and the odor from smoking 
may not raise a danger signal as much 
as toxic mold, but when you think about 
it, the source of the smoking smell can 
be very harmful to the one who smokes 
and the one who breathes in second hand 
smoke. Pets can be anathema to those 
with severe allergies to them. 

Both smells can be addressed with 
home remedies when the source moves 
on, but toxic mold, which is reputed to 
have hastened the death of television 
personality Ed McMahon, should be 
handled by a professional remediation 
service.

“Our system neutralizes the organisms 
that cause the smells to oxidize them, and 
break them down,” Maziarz said.  

If a house is being readied for sale and 
the owner is advised to eliminate the smell 

of smoking or pets, the best cure is good 
ventilation. The process can be expedited 
on a do-it-yourself basis with baking soda, 
that old standby that we know from our 
mothers placing a box in the refrigerator. 
Baking soda can be sprinkled on furniture 
and carpeting that has absorbed smoking 
or pet odors, and after it sits for several 
hours, is vacuumed. 

The worst thing to do about household 
odors is to try to mask them with candles, 
incense or other products. The layered 
smells can be worse than the original 
offending odor.  

For those who need to address 
household odors prior to listing, Oxygen 
Sanitizing systems can be reached at 877-
244-3080.

Primavera is a Realtor® associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and Founder 
of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site 
is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and 
his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

   
     

 

Sniffing for and Handling Those Terrible Household Odors
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Have Wine Industry Jobs Been as Susceptible to Decline as Other Industries?
Donald Trump 

is now the most 
powerful man on 
earth and, based on 
his inauguration 
speech, the savior of 
disenfranchised men 
and women in the 
United States. 

Without introducing politics or 
ideology into my wine-centric column, 
which I will never do, I thought about 
what my perspective is as a wine writer, 
as opposed to other private citizens, in the 
new era of President Trump.

Does “This American Carnage,” to 
use President Trump’s phrase in his 
inauguration speech, apply to the majority 
of Americans or to those who have been 
subjected to the “inequalities” in our 
country? Without denigrating those 
who have been deeply impacted by the 
economics of the 21st century, allow me 
to focus on the one industry this column 
is dedicated to – the wine industry.

As factory jobs were impacted by 
robotics, technological advances and 
international trade treaties, scores of 
Americans were laid off. 

As white-collar jobs were impacted by 
gains in productivity techniques fostered 
by technology and hedge fund activists, 
Americans were laid off. 

As new energy sources were 
mainstreamed, and as they replaced 

traditional sources, predominantly coal, 
American workers were laid off.

And the list goes on. Clearly, the days 
of traditional jobs in this country are in 
inexorable decline. Department of Labor 
statistics make it clear that demand for 
blue collar and white collar workers is 
waning, while jobs requiring advanced 
skills (predominantly engineers and 
software programmers) 
go unfilled. 

A new Industrial 
Revolution is gaining 
traction. The Gartner 
Group predicts that 
by 2025, one-third of 
today’s jobs will be 
replaced by robots and 
technological advances. 
Another report, issued last week by the 
World Economic Forum, predicts a mixed 
jobs future: nearly 65 percent of children 
starting primary school today will end up 
working in jobs that don’t yet exist.

Through this evolutionary (some would 
say revolutionary) change in the market 
force, the wine industry has continually 
adapted and survived. For centuries, 
through industrial revolution, political 
revolution and economic revolution, 
the core of this industry has weathered 
numerous storms. 

I attribute this to the ingenuity and 
entrepreneurial talents of winemakers. 
Here I am referring not to the 2 percent 

of wine industry companies who control 
84 percent of the industry output, but 
the small producers who are in control 
of their own destiny, making decisions 
over dinner tables rather than boardroom 
tables. 

In the face of annual challenges 
from Nature, they have adapted and 
acclimated. Unlike their brethren 

laboring in factory jobs or 
coalmines, they can adapt to 
changing environments and 
technological challenges with 
an independent focus and 
are able to withstand cyclical 
business results. However, 
just as corporate business may 
succumb to sustained cash 
flow shortfalls, so too wine 

producers. If winemakers can’t withstand 
sustained shortages of cash, brought 
about by lower vineyard yields or market 
competition, they too will succumb.

Productivity on the factory floor and 
in white-collar offices is typically driven 
by financial decisions in corporate 
boardrooms. Productivity in wineries 
is typically driven by the vagaries of 
Nature in the vineyards. Ideal weather 
conditions bring high-yielding crops and 
greater sales; excessive rain, hail and/or 
drought bring lower yielding crops and 
reduced profitability. The sophisticated 
business models and quantitative 

analysis employed in corporate America 
to enhance productivity and bottom 
line results is irrelevant in a vineyard 
pummeled by rain or hailstorms at the 
peak of grape ripening.  

Through all of this disruption, small 
wineries are expected to persist. Not 
driven by bottom lines, but by respect for 
tradition, and having a longer perspective 
of success than other industries, family-
owned wineries persevere through 
unpredictable harvests and competitive 
pressures. 

As we embark on a new administration, 
with unique perspectives on the American 
economy and populace, let us remember 
that personal success comes from inner 
drive and conviction, not necessarily from 
corporate and bureaucratic mandates.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 20 years he has conducted 
numerous wine tastings and lectures. Nick 
is a member of the Wine Media Guild of 
wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate
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NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
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SUITE 4600
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Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin



January 24 - January 30, 201710 The White Plains Examiner

 By Morris Gut

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

Feasting on Chinese New Year of the Rooster, January 28
The Chinese Lunar 

New Year, the Year of 
the Rooster, begins on 
Saturday, Jan. 28. Here 
is an eclectic roundup 
of delectable dishes 
and dining venues 
for this food-centric 
celebration. Be sure to 
check ahead for exact 

dates, times and pricing.
Over at Aberdeen Seafood & Dim 

Sum, 3 Barker Ave., White Plains (914-
288-0188), in the Residence Inn, will 
be offering special New Year banquets 
for two weeks. You can also celebrate 
with a run through their popular Dim 
Sum, or from the regular menu; www.
aberdeenwhiteplains.com. 

Eugene Lum of Lum Yen Chinese 
Restaurant, 100 W. Boston Post Road, 
Mamaroneck (914-698-6881), is the 
second generation of his family to be 
operating at the corner of Boston Post 
Road and Mamaroneck Avenue. It has 
been going on for over 40 years. This 
spot recalls those delectable memories of 
Cantonese-style Chinese cuisine of years 
ago. They are planning to serve a variety of 
New Year’s specialties. Open seven days. 
Free and municipal parking. Separated 
bar/lounge facing Harbor Island Park; 
www.lumyen.com.

Imperial Wok Chinese & Japanese 
Restaurant, 736 North Broadway, White 
Plains (914-686-2700), will be offering 
an extraordinary banquet for about 

two weeks. There has been a lot of buzz 
about their tasty Szechuan selections. You 
can order off their regular menu as well, 
which includes long-time favorites. Free 
parking; www.imperialwokwhiteplains@

allmenus.com. 
Ku Asian Bistro, 480 New Rochelle 

Road, in the Chester Heights section 
of Bronxville (914-668-8877), has a fine 
hand with their regional Chinese fusion 
specialties. ‘Ku’ is a Chinese word meaning 
‘fantastic’, so be seated and let Chefs Wang 
and Qiu surprise you with their delightful 
Asian fusion flavors. Amiable general 
manager Sean Wu and his staff will entice 
you with delicious Spare Ribs; Kuasian 
Tartar, with spicy tuna and salmon, 
guacamole and Japanese dressing; Thai 
Curry Lettuce Wraps with diced chicken; 
Pork and Vegetable Dumplings; Chicken 
or Beef Satay; and Ku Asian 
Duck. From the Chinese 
kitchen you must try the 
Shrimp with Long Bean; and 
Moo Shu Pork, Kung Pao 
Chicken, beef or seafood. 
There is a sushi bar and a 
full roster of Japanese sushi, 
raw or hand rolls, signature 
rolls and Japanese Kitchen entrees, too. 
Happy Hours: Monday through Friday, 
4 to 7 p.m. Sunday brunch served 1 to 
4 p.m. Bar/lounge. Party facilities. Free 
parking; www.kuasianb.com.
Romance Over Food and Wine on Valentine’s 
Day, Part 1 

Amore! The coupling of good food and 
wine with the sensual is the aphrodisiac 
of literature and verse through the ages. 
Pucker up! Valentine’s Day is Tuesday, 
Feb. 14. Warm things up a bit, make a 
whole week out of it. Restaurants and 

nightspots are gearing up to serve some of 
their most titillating specialties. Here is an 
eclectic round up of delectable dishes and 
dining venues for you and your loved one 
and don’t forget to reserve early.

Fountains and flowers and grappa, 
oh my! Mulino’s of Westchester, 99 Court 
Street, White Plains (914-761-1818) has 
been lavishing itself on a discriminating 
upscale crowd since 1993 at its present 
location under the careful guidance of 
proprietor Louis Gigante. A lovely multi-
level dining room lush with flowers and 
outdoor fountain, which can be seen 
through a giant window. Let seasoned 
general manager ‘Gimmy’ Cavagna and 
has staff take you through such pleasures 
as the extraordinary Cold Seafood Platter, 
loaded with fresh chilled lobster, colossal 
U5 shrimp, Alaskan King Crab Legs, sweet 

lump crabmeat, east and 
west coast oysters, littleneck 
clams, Jonah crab claws, all 
beautifully decorated and 
served over crushed ice 
with three dipping sauces; 
Risotto ai Porcini; Linguine 
Nere con Coda d’Aragosta 
Marechiaro, black linguine 

with baby lobster tails; Garganelli alla 
Carbonara, tossed with pancetta, eggs and 
parmigiano reggiano; Nodino di Vitello 
Valdostana, stuffed double cut veal chop; 
Dover Sole pan-sautéed and de-boned; 
and the smooth house made Italian 
cheesecake. Bar/lounge. Municipal and 
valet parking; www.mulinosny.com.

Steaks and chops for lovers. Proprietor 
Alex Ahmetaj, a veteran of the restaurant-
hospitality field, updated the menu at 
his 120-seat restaurant and bar/lounge 
offering big cuts of aged steaks and chops 
along with generously served Northern 
Italian/Continental fare. The staff brings 
years of experience and a European flair to 
White Plains. Customers enter the multi-
section dining room through the inviting 
bar/lounge with its black industrial 
ceiling, banquets and soft lighting. The 
handsome dining room is split into cozy 
sections with white tablecloths, colorful 
deVelleneuve impressionist paintings and 
warming sconces. Mediterranean clay 
colored banquets and chairs compliment 
wooden walls and plush beige curtained 
windows. There is a seasonal outdoor 
deck facing North Broadway at the corner 
of Fisher Ave. Check out such specialties 
as: Pan Fried Calamari with hot cherry 
peppers, Linguini alla Vongole, a delicious 
fresh Branzino prepared tableside, classic 
Veal Parmigiana, grilled Filet Mignon, 
NY Sirloin Steak, or the Pork Chops. 
Save room for the house made Tiramisu 
or Cheesecake. Daily happy hours in the 
bar/lounge 4 to 7 pm. Alex’s, 577 North 
Broadway, White Plains 914-358-1444; 
www.alexsbarandgrille.com.

Five-course Valentine’s dinner at 
Escape Latino. An extraordinary five-
course Prix Fixe Valentine’s Day Dinner 
will be served from Sunday, Feb. 12 
through Wednesday, Feb. 15. Cost is 
$100 per couple. A flavorful three-course 
Latin/Caribbean early dinner is only 
$19.99, Monday through Friday from 

4 to 7 p.m. at rhythmic Escape Latino 
Restaurants in the Bronx and Westchester. 
The partnership here strives to bring 
the best of Latin and Caribbean cuisine 
in an intimate, child friendly, bamboo 
lined atmosphere. Try such specialties as: 
Empanada Trio, Octopus Salad, Coconut 
Shrimp, Chuletas, fried or grille pork 
chops; Ropa Vieja, shredded steak with 
saffron rice and sweet plantains; or a 
grand Seafood Paella, mussels, clams, 
shrimp, calamari and lobster on a bed 
of saffron yellow rice. Their newest 
restaurant in New Rochelle also serves a 
three-course Lunch Special for $12.99 in 
the dining room, only $8.99 when ordered 
to go, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Sunday brunch. Happy Hours. 
Escape Latino, Bronx opens at 3 p.m. 
1841 Hobart Ave. (718-684-1860). Escape 
Latino, New Rochelle open for lunch and 
dinner, 969 Main Street (914-355-5885); 
www.escapecuisine.com. 

Valentine’s Day with truffles. The 
buzz has been spreading among food 
aficionados throughout the area. My 
recent visits have proven it is a fine 
addition to the Westchester restaurant 
scene. The Fratelli Bruno: Cosimo 
and Gerardo, and their family have 
combined their considerable talents in 
opening Le Sirene Ristorante on Palmer 
Ave. in Larchmont. The Bruno family 
members are veteran restaurateurs who 
also own such venerable dining rooms 
as San Pietro, Caravaggio and Sistina in 
Manhattan. They have ties to their native 
Southern Italy and they know how to cook 
in the authentic Italian way: “Let natural 
food flavors express themselves,” is their 
culinary philosophy. Owner Cosimo 
Bruno is general manager and host, but 
also shares kitchen duties with Executive 
Chef Alberto Pepe, his nephew, who also 
grew up in Salerno. Hospitable Maitre d’ 
is Gabriele Pepe, also a nephew. Let the 
warmth guide you to your seat and let the 
professional staff give you a tour of the 
menu. The bar/lounge is to your right as 
you enter. The Bruno’s know their wines. 
Cosimo Bruno is a Certified Sommelier. 
The ‘pizzaoli’ is at his wood fired pizza 
oven at the end of the bar ready to prepare 
over a dozen of his tasty individually 
styled pies. Le Sirene is located at 1957 
Palmer Ave., Larchmont; 914-834-8300; 
www.lesireneristorante.com.

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing 
consultant and former restaurant trade 
magazine editor. He has been tracking and 
writing about the food & dining scene in 
greater Westchester for 30 years. He may 
be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net. 

The mushroom and truffle pizza at Le Sirene Ristorante.
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By Jerry Eimbinder 
Twelve dishes, mostly based on 

centuries-old recipes, will be offered at 
Bao Chinese Cuisine in White Plains to 
celebrate the Year of the Rooster. The Year 
of the Rooster recurs every 12 years.

The holiday falls this Saturday, Jan. 28, 
but many Chinese celebrate it for a longer 
period. 

At Bao, which means precious, the 
holiday dishes are offered from Jan. 28 
through Feb. 11. In addition, a cook-it-
yourself dish called Shabu Shabu, which 
must be ordered a day in advance, and the 
restaurant’s regular menu will be available 
each day during the holiday period.      

Bao Chinese Cuisine’s New Year’s dishes 
are as follows.

1. Chinese New Year’s Delight: Shrimp 
and scallops with vegetables served with 
vegetables and noodles and topped with 
cashew nuts, $20.95.

2. Fortune Fish with vegetables, ginger, 
scallions and seaweed, $22.95.

3. Spicy crispy fresh oyster with black 
bean sauce, $18.95.

4. Chinese New Year Casserole: Shrimp 
and mini meatballs with noodles and 
vegetables, $20.95.

5. Spicy Szechuan Shrimp, $18.95.
6. Lamb with onions and scallion, 

$20.95.
7. Seafood rice cake with salted egg yolk, 

$18.95.
8. Spicy Fish Filet: A lightly breaded 

fried filet with a special spicy Szechuan 
sauce, $20.95.

9. Spicy roast duck with noodle casserole 

(includes vegetables), $24.95.
10. Spicy Thai Tom Yum Seafood 

Casserole (includes lobster meat, shrimp, 
scallops and vegetables), $22.95.

11. Steak Kew with black pepper sauce in 
a sizzling platter, $20.95.

12. Tingling Bells served in a sizzling 
platter. Includes shrimp, chicken and 
sautéed beef with fresh vegetables and 
topped with fried chicken wonton, $20.95.   

A special Malaysian New Year’s 
celebration salad will be offered as an 
appetizer and can be shared by up to four 
people. 

“Traditionally its ingredients are topped 
with raw fish but cooked shrimp can be 
substituted on request,” owner May Tan 
said. 

The salad includes mango, fish roe, 
jicama, carrots, lettuce, bean sprouts, 
blueberries and more. 

Desserts include Eight Treasure, rice 
with eight different ingredients. Alcoholic 
beverages include Tsing Tao (Chinese 
beer), Heineken, Coors Light, Sapporo 
and Amstel beer, Chinese rice wine, sake 
and a  French martini made with  vodka, 
Chambord liqueur and pineapple juice.  

A chocolate drink for children is the 
Milo Dinosaur. Kids receive a red envelope 
to take home with a surprise gift inside.

Bao is known for its Shabu Shabu, a dish 
cooked by the customers at their tables 
using small portable gas stoves with dual 
cooking pots. The ingredients include baby 
bok choy, beef, cabbage, chicken broth, 
fish balls, fresh fish filet, lamb, noodles, 
potatoes, spinach, tofu and vegetables. 

Many dipping sauces are provided as well 
including chili, garlic, peanut and Sacha. 
MSG and canned fruit are not used at this 
restaurant.

The cost for Shabu Shabu is $29.95 per 
person, but all guests at the table must 
order it and there must be at least a party 
of four. Bao requires 24-hour notification 
to prepare the dish.

One of the most popular dishes at Bao 
is the Bao Bao bun, an Asian version of 
the American hamburger, said Tan, a 

White Plains resident. Although usually 
served with spicy roast pork, chicken can 
be substituted. It is accompanied by Lotus 
buns, sautéed onions, jacimi, shredded 
carrots and other cooked vegetables and 
white or brown rice. It is available at lunch 
or dinner for $14.95.

Bao was renovated in 2015. The dining 
room sports new ceiling tiles, tables, chairs, 
carpeting and colorfully decorated walls 
with bold Chinese letters. Before coming 
to America, Tan worked and lived in Kuala 

Lumpur, the capital and most 
populous city in Malaysia.

Bao Chinese Cuisine is 
open from 11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Sunday through Thursday, 11 
a.m. to 10:30 p.m. on Friday 
and 12 to 10:30 p.m. on 
Saturday. The restaurant also 
has delivery.

Bao is located in the White 
Plains Mall at 200 Hamilton 
Ave. in White Plains, which 
can be entered from Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard. For 
more information, call 914-
682-8858.

 The Restaurant Examiner

Year of the Rooster: Bao of White Plains to Celebrate Chinese New Year 

 Diners can celebrate the Chinese New Year at Bao Chinese Cuisine in White Plains with a wide variety of  
dishes, including the celebration salad.

The remodeled dining room at Bao Chinese Cuisine in White Plains.
The Bao Bao bun, an Asian version of  the hamburger, is one of  
the most popular dishes at Bao Chinese Cuisine.
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 012417

continued on next page

ADOPTION
Fun Crazy Loving Couple Seeking to 
Adopt Baby. Husband Chef Wife Teach-
er. Top US Schools. Dogs Beach Sun Flip 
Flops. 631-432-5591 or www.debraandjef-
freyadopt.com

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-
NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

HEALTH
IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE REPLACE-

MENT SURGERY AND SUFFERED AN 
INFECTION between 2010 and the pres-
ent time, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
HISTOGENETICS, LLC SEEKS 
PHARMACEUTICAL GENETICS 
SCIENTISTS to conduct research and 
development of biotechnology-based 
pharmaceuticals for HLA genes and pro-
teins.Evaluate genetic and pharmaceutical 
data by performing appropriate math-
ematical and statistical calculations and 
analyses from HLA interactions. Analyze 
determinants responsible for immune re-
sponses to external and internal variables 
in HLA molecules. Req’d MA in Biology, 
pharmacy or related. Send resume to job 
location: 300 Executive Blvd, Ossining, 
NY 10562.

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAND WANTED
LAND WANTED: Cash buyer seeks large 
acreage 200+ acres in the Central/Finger 
Lakes and Catskills Regions of NY State. 
Brokers welcome. For immediate con-
fidential response, call 607-353-8068 or 
email info@NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICES
75 HILLSIDE AVENUE, LLC FILED 
AN ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
with the NYS Dept. of State on 12-9-16.  
The office of the LLC is located in West-
chester County.  The NY Secretary of State 

has been designated as the agent upon 
whom process may be served.  NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 
John Credaroli, 2 Columbus Avenue, 
Valhalla, NY 10595.  Purpose: Any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SIL-
VER RUSH PRODUCTIONS, LLC. 
ARTS Of ORG filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/05/2016. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: c/o United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, 
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ANDY 
ROBLES LLC/A ROBLES LLC RE-
CENTLY WITH IRS. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on September 8th, 
2016. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 17 
Limerick St., Stamford, CT 06902. Pur-
pose: Landscaping and hardscaping.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF TAX-
SOLUTION4EXPATS.COM, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/14/2016.Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Seung Yup Kang, 27 Overlook 
street, Mount Vernon, New York 10552. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
CORE REALTY LLC FILED WITH 
SSNY ON 12/6/16.  Office in Westches-
ter County.  SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 829 Franklin Avenue, Thorn-
wood NY 10594.  Purpose:  any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WOL-
VERINE SECURITY LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
09/26/2016.  Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
373 Downing Dr., Yorktown Heights, 
NY 10598. Purpose: Security Business.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

MODULAR CONSTRUCTION
EINSTEIN MODULAR CONSTRUC-

TION- WHOLESALE FACTORY DI-
RECT PRICING. VISIT WWW.EIN-
STEINMODULARCONSTRUCTION.
COM TO VIEW PLANS AND INVOIC-
ES. WE WILL BUILD ANY PLAN. 845-
734*EMC2(3622)

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! Catskill 
Mtn Farm Land! 39 acres- $84,900 (cash 
price) Incredible valley views, fields, 
woods, spring, stonewalls! Twn rd, utili-
ties! Terms are avail! 888-905-8847 NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! Catskill 
Mtn Farm Land! 39 acres- $84,900 (cash 
price) Incredible valley views, fields, 
woods, spring, stonewalls! Twn rd, utili-
ties! Terms are avail! 888-905-8847 NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast) Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an Old Florida fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from 89,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

READING TUTOR
M.S. Ed., Ph.D.  Remediation and sup-
port for children in grades K-4 expe-
riencing reading difficulties.  Phonics-
based instruction with a strong emphasis 
on confidence building.  amslitskills@
gmail.com

 
TRAINING
O.S.H.A.   10 Hr. Outreach COMPLI-
ANCE SAFETY TRAINING CON-
STRUCTION (IN ENGLISH) HELD AT 
THE ELKS LODGE #2101 RT. 22 Brew-
ster or company facility’s Putnam, West-
chester, Duchess, CT Must pre- Register
845-743-5324 EMAIL-macarcich@gmail.
com Authorized Outreached trainer 
#1285-C0100219

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include the 
words “Happenings Calendar Submission” 
in your email subject line. Entries 
should be sent to Pat Casey at pcasey@
theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Jan. 24
Stories & Stuff. “Getting Dressed” 

Preschool storytime, including a craft 
activity, for ages 4 and 5 without adult. 
Literacy connections are made at “Stories 
& Stuff ” where stories are centered around 
a theme and children listen & interact 
with corresponding rhymes, songs and/
or finger plays. A final craft project ties in 
with the topic fostering a sense that stories 
are imaginative, yet lasting, and continue 
to enrich our creative thoughts and play; 
4:30 p.m. at White Plains Library, 100 
Martine Ave., White Plains. 

Tuesdays at Dorry’s. Peril and Promise: 
The Parrots and People of Latin America. 
Parrots are the most endangered group of 
birds in the wild, and Rev. Dr. LoraKim 
Joyner as a wildlife veterinarian has spent a 
lifetime protecting them in Latin America. 
She lived in Guatemala during the civil 
war where she experienced bombed out 
bridges, assassinations, a house strafed 
by machine-gun fire and a coup by 
President Serrano, whom she worked 
with and advised. Currently she has 
projects in Belize, Nicaragua, Honduras, 
Guatemala, Guyana, and Paraguay.  She 
will speak at Dorry’s about how we can 
save these birds, and save ourselves by 
nurturing human nature. Currently she is 
a Community Minister at the Community 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation at 
White Plains and co-director of One Earth 
Conservation. Tuesdays@Dorry’s gathers 
conservation partners every Tuesday to 
share a meal and learn from presenters 
invited each week. Food ordering starts at 
5:30 p.m. presentation 6 to 7 p.m. Dorry’s 
Diner, 468Mamaroneck Ave., White 
Plains, 914-682-0005. 

John Quincy Adams: Militant Spirit. 
Friends of John Jay Homestead launches 
its 2017 Scholars Lecture Series featuring 
author and public policy and foreign 
affairs journalist James Traub. Scion of a 
political dynasty and our sixth president, 
Adams served the country as a diplomat, 
secretary of state and congressman. He 
saw the country ride through recessions 
and populist rebellions; assert a role on 
the world stage; play wedge politics among 
the great powers of the day; and struggle 
with nation-building in countries without 
a tradition of self-government. He finally 

and painfully recognized that the problem 
of slavery would have to be faced directly. 
Light refreshments served. A book 
signing will follow the lecture. John Jay 
Homestead State Historic Site, 400 Jay St. 
(Route 22), Katonah. Registration at 6:15 
p.m. Program at 7 p.m.  $25. Members: 
$20. Reservations recommended. Info 
and registration: 914-232-8119, visit 
www.johnjayhomestead.org or e-mail 
friends@johnjayhomestead.org.

Wednesday, Jan. 25
Noonday Getaway Concert. 

Downtown Music at Grace welcomes 
pianist Anna Vinnitsky on her return to 
Downtown Music with a program which 
includes a sonata of Mozart, the virtuosic 
Faschingsschwank aus Wien of Robert 
Schumann and a piano transcription of 
a traditional Klezmer melody. Vinnitsky 
has appeared in recital at the Gewandhaus 
in Leipzig, Orchestra Hall at Chicago, and 
Merkin Hall in New York; 30-minute free 
concert; 12:10 p.m. at Grace Episcopal 
Church, 33 Church St. (Main Street at 
Mamaroneck Avenue), White Plains. 
This concert is made possible with the 
generous support of the Brian Wallach 
Agency, White Plains.

Lunchtime Meditation. At the White 
Plains Library a weekly meditation 
program. No registration or equipment 
necessary. Starts promptly at 12:15 p.m. 
with the first few minutes devoted to 
beginning instruction. For information 
please contact 914-422-1496 or 
cdeschamps@whiteplainsny.gov. The 
White Plains Public Library is located at 
100 Martine Ave., White Plains.

Pajamarama. “Teddy Bear, Teddy 
Bear” Wear your pajamas and bring a 
stuffed animal friend for stories, songs, 
activities, and a bedtime snack. For 
children 2+ and their families; 7 p.m. at 
White Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave., 
White Plains. 

“Daughters of the Dust.” The 25th 
anniversary restoration of director Julie 
Dash’s landmark film finally comes to 
the Jacob Burns. The first wide release 
from a black female filmmaker, the film 
was met with wild critical acclaim and 
rapturous audience response when it 
initially opened in 1991. The film still 
resonates today, most recently as a major 
influence on Beyonce’s video album 
“Lemonade.” With intro by Ja’Tovia Gary. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 7 p.m. Members: $10. 
Non-members: $15. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Thursday, Jan. 26
Kris Kristofferson in Concert. This 

tree-time Grammy winner achieved 
remarkable success as a country 
songwriter in the early 1970s. His songs 
“Me and Bobby McGee,” “Help Me 
Make It Through the Night,” “Sunday 
Morning Coming Down” and “For the 
Good Times,” all chart-topping hits, 
helped redefine country songwriting. By 
1987, it was estimated that more than 
450 artists had recorded Kristofferson’s 
compositions. His renown as a songwriter 
triggered Kristofferson’s successful career 
as a performer Kristofferson has spent 
three decades performing concerts 
around the world, in most recent years 
in a solo acoustic setting, which puts the 
focus on the songs. Tarrytown Music 
Hall, 13 Main St., Tarrytown. 8 p.m. $58 
to $108. Info and tickets: Visit www.
tarrytownmusichall.org.

Friday, Jan. 27
The Popovich Comedy Pet Theater. 

Entertainment for the whole family, 
featuring the unique blend of comedy 
and juggling skills of former Moscow 
Circus veteran Gregory Popovich and the 
extraordinary talents of his performing 
pets. His entourage consists of world-class 
jugglers, Diamond the Shetland Pony 
and over 30 performing pets including 
house cats and dogs (all rescued from 
animal shelters), geese, white doves and 
parrots. Sponsored in part by Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital. Tarrytown 
Music Hall, 13 Main St., Tarrytown. 7 
p.m. Adults: $35. Children: $25. Info and 
tickets: Visit www.tarrytownmusichall.
org.

Hudson Chorale Winter Concert: 
“Variations on a Text.” The area’s largest 
mixed voice chorus, will begin its new 
season with a program exploring how 
the same sacred verses were interpreted 
musically by composers from different 
eras (spanning the Renaissance to the 
present day), cultures, religions and 
countries. Queen of the Apostles Chapel 
at Maryknoll, 55 Ryder Rd., Ossining. 8 
p.m. In advance: $25. At the door: $30. 
Students: $10. Also Jan. 29 at 3 p.m. 
Advance sale: 800-838-3006 or visit www.
HudsonChorale.org. Info: 914-462-3212 
or visit www.HudsonChorale.org.

Saturday, Jan. 28
“Cinderella.” Ballet for Young 

Audiences presents this production 
that follows a young woman and her 
cat through the classic fairy tale. It 
combines all the romance of the Masked 
Ball with all the slapstick comedy of 
Cinderella’s bungling stepsisters. White 

Plains Performing Arts Center, 11 City 
Place, White Plains. 1 and 4 p.m. Adults: 
$22. Children (12 and under): $18. Info 
and tickets: 914-328-1600 or visit www.
wppac.com.

Paul Taylor Dance Company. 
Dancemaker Paul Taylor, one of the 
seminal artists of our time, continues to 
shape the homegrown American art of 
modern dance that he helped define. At 
an age when most artists’ best work is 
behind them, Taylor, who established the 
company in 1954, continues to win public 
and critical acclaim for the vibrancy, 
relevance and power of his dances. The 
Performing Arts Center at Purchase 
College, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 
8 p.m. $26.25 to $80. Info and tickets: 914-
251-6200 or visit www.ArtsCenter.org.

Sunday, Jan. 29
Community Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation Concert. The much-
anticipated annual collaborative music 
event featuring music director Adam 
Kent with mezzo-soprano Anna Tonna, 
violinists Elena Peres and Claire Chan and 
cellist Sibylle Johner in a program of vocal 
and chamber works. The performance 
begins with a brief Music for All Ages 
presentation.  Community Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 468 Rosedale Ave., 
White Plains. 1 p.m. Suggested donation: 
$20.  Students and seniors: $10. Info 
914-946-1660 ext. 6. Tickets: Visit www.
cucwp.org/concert-series.  

Danceworks. Westchester Community 
College’s dance company will present its 
annual dance concert for children. This 
popular and fun-filled performance gives 
children a chance to participate and also 
to learn how a choreographer creates a 
dance. The performance includes “Beep 
Beep,” a playful, fun-filled look at cars, 
roadways and people, choreographed 
by Mollyann Franzblau; “Beginnings,” 
a dance about Earth’s origins that 
takes its primitive energy from fast-
moving, percussive drum rhythms, also 
choreographed by Franzblau; and “The 
Live Event,” a dance with a hip-hop feel 
inspired by the energy and excitement of 
a rock concert, choreographed by James 
A. Williams. Westchester Community 
College’s Academic Arts Theatre, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 3 p.m. $10. 
Info and tickets 914-606-6262 or visit 
www.sunywcc.edu. Tickets may also be 
purchased at the door.
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By Albert Coqueran
The young and shorthanded White 

Plains Girls Varsity Basketball Team 
has an 8-7 winning record thus far this 
season, after a tough three-game stretch 
from January 17-20. The Tigers put one 
more of their eight junior players, Valeria 
Echeandia, on the injured list after she 
broke a bone in her foot. The injury came 
just as Echeandia was starting to make 
an impact on the court for the Tigers. 
Echeandia’s injury adds to the already 
diminished line-up of the Lady Tigers, 
with the major loss of junior forward 
Vanessa Chica at the start of the season. 
Echeandia’s status to return this season is 
doubtful and Chica with a torn ACL, will 
more than likely not see play until next 
season.

It has been for the most part the 
Madison Povemba and Julia Reggio 
scoring show on the court that has kept 
the Tigers playing over .500-basketball, so 
far this season. Povemba and Reggio are 
aided by the strong front-court play of 
junior Abby Leone and sophomore Rae-
Anne Richards.

You may have noticed that I have not 
mentioned a senior player yet for the 

Lady Tigers. That is because there are 
no seniors on the team. Presently, there 
are eight juniors on the active roster 
with two of them on the Disabled List, 
three sophomores and the outstanding 
freshman Reggio, who has been playing 
varsity basketball since seventh grade. 

On Tuesday evening, Jan. 17, the Tigers 
returned to White Plains High School at 9 
p.m., after a grueling road trip to Putnam 
Valley where the Tigers lost to the upstate 
Tigers, 46-33. The very next day they had 
to suit-up to take on Conference rival 
New Rochelle High School at 4:15 p.m.

The Lady Tigers gave a gallant effort 
against the Huguenots but lost, 60-55, in 
Overtime. Povemba scored 14 points and 
Reggio 12 points in the loss, with strong 
contributions from Leone, Richards and 
sophomore Catherine Amodio, who is 
making her name in the backcourt.

“I think being so young we did a fantastic 
job, especially since we did not get off the 
bus until 9:00 last night and then had to 
play such a tough League game. I am not 
sure there was anymore energy that they 
could have brought to the game,” stated 
Tigers Head Coach Tara Flaherty.

On Friday, the Lady Tigers bounced 
back against Mamaroneck High School 
in Mamaroneck, as they edged the 
neighboring Tigers, 53-52. Besides 
Povemba and Reggio penetrating and 
scoring, Flaherty has found young players 
stepping-up to fill the voids of the injured 
players.

An example was Amodio’s play against 
New Rochelle and the performance 
of junior Sabrina Standard against 
Mamaroneck. Standard, who is tough 
under the boards, scored a career-high 
23 points in the Lady Tigers win over 
Mamaroneck.

EX AMINER SPORTS
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White Plains High School Head Girls Basketball Coach Tara Flaherty shouts instructions to her team in 
the fourth quarter of  the Tigers, 60-55, loss in Overtime to Section 1 rival New Rochelle High School, 
on Wednesday, Jan. 18, at WPHS. 

Lady Tigers Edge Mamaroneck After Tough OT Loss to Huguenots 

Stepinac Streaks to 11-5 record with Wins Over Scanlan and Xaverian
By Albert Coqueran

Stepinac High School Varsity Basketball 
Team has won the most games thus far 
this season since legendary Head Coach 
Tim Philp, stepped away after winning 15 
games in 2012-13. 

Crusaders second-year Head Coach 
Pat Massaroni has lead his team to an 
11-5 overall and 8-2 CHSAA AA record, 
which is the most overall wins for the 
team in four years. “It feels great! We have 
a group that has bought into the culture 
here and has bought into the mindset of 
what we are trying to do and the level we 
are trying to achieve with this program,” 
stated Massaroni.

Stepinac is presently in the midst of a 
five-game winning streak while having 
beaten Iona Prep 58-52 in New Rochelle 
in a game that started on January 6 and 
did not end until January 13. The roof 
opened due to a leak at Iona, which halted 
the game in the third quarter with the 
Gaels leading, 39-34.

The game resumed at the point it had 
been suspended, which was at 3:15 of the 
third quarter. The Crusaders took full 
advantage of the leak delay, while coming 
back to beat the Gaels, 58-52.

The Crusaders then invited, who were 
the Number 1 team in New York State at 
the time, Long Island Lutheran to meet 
the “Jungle” in the Stepinac gym, on 
January 14. Stepinac beat the Long Island 
Crusaders convincingly, 76-60, which 
contributed to Lutheran’s drop to Number 
2, in NYS, on January 20.

The Crusaders traveled to the Bronx, on 
January 17 and won their third straight 
game against All Hallows High School, 
74-70, before returning home to size-up 
against Monsignor Scanlan High School, 
on Friday, Jan. 20 in the first part of back-

to-back weekend games.
Scanlan, the Bronx Crusaders, came 

back from a 15-point deficit in the 
third quarter to take the lead with 3:27 
remaining in the fourth quarter. But the 
White Plains Crusaders grinded back to 

force Overtime by tying the game, 58-58 
at the end of regulation time.

With senior Jorden Means sidelined 
with an injury, juniors Alan Griffin and 
Xavier “The X Man” Wilson and freshman 
RJ Davis stepped up to lead Stepinac to 
victory, 79-70 in OT.

Griffin scored 28 points, while shooting 
10-of-12 from the foul line. The 6’5” guard 
from Ossining, also grabbed 11 rebounds. 
Freshman standout guard RJ Davis scored 
16 points and shot 12-of-14 from the 
free throw line. Wilson added 14 points 
and did not miss from the charity strip 
shooting 4-for-4.

Stepinac shot a remarkable 32-of-38 
from the foul line to put the game away, 
while Scanlan shot 11-of-21 from the free 
throw line. “That is really good, it is just 
practice and after practice everyone is 
also taking foul shots. Even during breaks, 
some players drink water and others 
choose to shoot free throws,” commented 
Davis.

Stepinac completed their five-game 
winning streak by beating Xaverian High 
School 76-55 on Saturday. Crusaders 
sophomore guard Eduard Minaya led 
the team with 13 points, junior Payton 
Hudson scored 12 points and Griffin 
netted 11 points.

The Crusaders so far have a record of 
11-5, 8-2 AA, with eight games remaining 
in the regular season and Means about to 
return to the line-up. All Massaroni has 
to do is keep his quality team healthy and 
focused on the CHSAA AA prize.
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Stepinac guard Alan Griffin (left) leaps to beat Monsignor Scanlan’s forward Tyliek Rivers (right) to the 
basket for two of  his 28 points in the Crusaders of  White Plains, 79-70, overtime win over the Crusaders 
of  the Bronx on Friday at Stepinac High School.
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Stepinac Hockey Remains Undefeated at 16-0-1
By Albert Coqueran

The Stepinac High School 
Varsity Hockey Team has an 
undefeated overall record 
of 16-0-1, with an 11-0-1 
record in the Catholic High 
School Hockey League 
(CHSHL) B Division. The 
Crusaders one tie came 
against St. Edmund Prep, 
on Dec. 18, 2016, when they 
played the Eagles to a 3-3 tie 
at Ebersole Ice Rink.

The Crusaders rectified 
the tie by beating the Eagles, 
3-1, on Saturday in Coney 
Island for their 15th win 
of the season. The Eagles 
remain in second place 
behind the Crusaders in 
the CHSHL B with a 10-2-
1 record. On Sunday, the 
Crusaders won their 16th 
game of the season and 
fifth straight, by shutting 
out the winless (0-13) 
Monsignor McClancy, 9-0, 
at Ebersole.    

Head Coach Matthew Hogan, who 
resides in White Plains, has led the 
Crusaders for four years but he has been 
with the Crusaders Hockey Program, 
for 15 years. Hogan joined the team as a 
coach in 2001 while still a student playing 
hockey for Fordham University.

Besides having a very talented group of 
stickmen, Hogan credits his philosophy 
of team concept for the basis of the 
Crusaders success. “It is a family and team 
concept, it is a different player every week 
and that is a philosophy we promote. We 
are fortunate enough that we can trust 
each one of our 18 players,” stated Hogan.

“It definitely feels good after four 
years of hard work, it feels like it is 
finally paying off,” said Team Captain 
Jack Maisch, a four-year starter, whose 
specialty is penalty-kills. Maisch has 
already committed to attend Michigan 
State University next semester.

Crusaders senior forward Justin 
Bernhard, also a four-year varsity member 
is the leading scorer on the team. But 
it is understood that you need a quality 
Goalie between the pipes to keep your 
opponent at bay while your team scores. 
That is where senior goalie Mike Spano, 
Jr. practices his craft.

“I train a lot. It is really all about the 
good mental state I maintain, if I do let a 
goal in, I do not let it get me down, I jump 
right back up,” said Spano. “My defense 
is very good all around me, very hard 
working guys, they have my back and I 
have their backs,” acknowledged Spano.

Spano is the son of City of Yonkers 
Mayor Michael Spano and CBS News 
Anchor Mary Calvi. But, although his 

parents are very supportive of him, his 
parents’ notoriety does not influence 
Spano’s overall perspective. “They let me 
do my thing, no matter what they do for 
a living, I just keep working hard to make 
my own person,” said the younger Spano.

“Mike is an intense hockey player. He 
is a tradesman who spends a lot of time 
on his craft. He goes to camp after camp 
during the offseason to develop himself, 
he is constantly trying to get better and 
the other players feed off of that,” said 
Hogan, regarding his premier Goalie.

Defense has also played a huge role 
in the Crusaders success the past few 
years. “We pride ourselves on a system 
that involves all five guys on the ice but 
yes our defense should get a lot of the 
credit. Currently, we give up 1.4 goals per 
game on average in the League, which is 
the lowest goals against average in the 
CHSHL,” evaluated Hogan 

“It is our smarts (that puts us over 
the top). You do not have to be the 
most skilled team on the ice but we are 
fortunate enough that we have a lot of 
skilled players. But we encourage the 
players to think the game and play as a 
unit,” explained Hogan. 

Regarding smarts, the Crusaders 
almost had a Rhodes scholar on the team. 
Senior forward, Nicholas Tabio was 1-of-
21 students in the country invited to the 
University of Oxford, in England for an 
interview from December 3-8. Tapio, an 
Alternate Captain on the team, did not 
make Oxford, so he settled to commit to 
Yale University. Quite a settlement to say 
the least! 

Last year, Stepinac (14-4) ended 
their season with a (2-0) loss to Xavier  

High School, in the best of three games 
in the CHSHL B Championship. The final 
game was a devastating, 2-1 overtime loss 
to the Knights at Ebersole.

“After we lost in overtime we 
actually had the players sit on the 
bench and watch Xavier skate around 
with the Trophy,” said Hogan. “We 
told them to remember this feeling 
and if they did not want to feel like 
this again, keep up the mentality next 
year all the way through the season.”

The Crusaders will have a regular 
season rematch with Xavier, on 
Wednesday, Jan. 25, in Flushing. They 
have already beaten the Knights, 5-1, 
this season back on Dec. 9 in Coney 
Island.

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTO
The Stepinac High School Varsity Hockey Team is undefeated thus far this season with a 16-0-1 overall record. They are in 
First Place in the CHSHL B Division with an 11-0-1 league record. 
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