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WP Team Captain 
Guides Aspiring 
Dancer on 
Dreams Night

Cuddy & Feder Founding Partner 
Robert Feder Passes at 86

Astorino Blasts Cuomo, Touts 
Own Record in WCA Address

By Pat Casey
Taking a step away from tradition, 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo went on the road 
in 2017 to make his State of the State 
address, not in Albany, but in different 
regions of New York. He delivered his 
Mid-Hudson State of the State address 
in Westchester County at SUNY 
Purchase, Jan. 10, where he highlighted 
what he called economic and social 
progress under his administration.

Cuomo touted the minimum wage 
increase to $15/hour and paid family 
leave, both measures included in the 
2016 State of the State and passed last 
year. “Can’t live in the state of New York 
on $18,000,” Cuomo said. “Most of the 
people working at fast-food restaurants 
are not kids, they are older people 
raising families,” he added.

The governor said the state had 
continued on page 2
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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White Plains native Kristen Greto (left) is in her 
third season as a Westchester Knicks Dancer. 
Greto, 22-years-old, is presently the Captain 
of  the local Knicks Dance Team. She graduated 
from WPHS in 2012 and grew up dancing at City 
Center Dance in White Plains. On Thursday, Jan. 
12, Greto and the Westchester Knicks Dancers 
guided Julianna Vano (right) through dance 
routines as an Honorary Westchester Knicks 
Dancer, as part of  Garden of  Dreams Night at 
the Westchester County Center. “I love tonight; 
I think it is so great! I just like giving back to 
the young children that aspire to dance as well,” 
said Greto. For more on Garden of 
Dreams Night see page 14.
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By Martin Wilbur
Westchester County Executive Rob 

Astorino last week derided Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s key initiatives in the traveling 
State of the State addresses as “fake news” 
for being unrealistic or lacking detail 
while touting his accomplishments in 
office.

Astorino, speaking last Thursday at the 
Westchester County Association’s annual 
county executive breakfast in Tarrytown, 
invoked the now often used label to 
describe Cuomo’s calls for demanding 
that counties and municipalities cut 
taxes, for announcing the closure of 

Indian Point in 2021 without a revenue or 
energy replacement plan and promising 
free public college for middle and lower 
income families.

While Cuomo has failed to cut 
mandates during his tenure as governor, 
Astorino said he cut taxes 2 percent his 
first year and has maintained a flat tax 
rate for the past six years.

“We’ve done it the old-fashioned 
way, just like you’re doing – managing 
within our means,” Astorino told several-
hundred business leaders. “It’s not 
always easy. Trust me, the calls for more 

The attorneys and staff of Cuddy & 
Feder LLP mourn the passing of their 
partner and colleague, Robert Feder, age 
86, of White Plains, on Jan. 14. 

A Senior Partner at Cuddy & Feder LLP, 
the law firm he founded in 1971 with 
William Cuddy, Bob was considered a 
genuine legal icon by his colleagues and 
the many attorneys he mentored during 
his distinguished legal career. Known 
for his brilliant legal mind, insightful 
business acumen and tireless devotion to 
his many clients, Bob was the recipient 
of countless honors and awards and 
was recognized on many occasions as 
a true legal visionary and leading real 

estate, land use and business attorney in 
Westchester County.

But Bob’s service went beyond the 
law – he had a deep devotion to public 
service in the White Plains region and 
to innumerable charitable causes with 
respect to legal justice, performing arts, 
education, health care and historical 
values. Among his many institutional 
contributions were his chairmanship 
of the White Plains Hospital Board, 
his presidency of the Legal Aid Society 
of Westchester, and his service as a 
commissioner of the White Plains 
Housing Authority, among others. He 
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Astorino Blasts Cuomo, Touts Own Record in WCA Address

Cuddy & Feder Founding Partner Robert Feder Passes at 86
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spending by special interests are always 
there, as well as the unfunded mandates 
that are always there, as well as the new 
ones Albany is always sending our way.”

He said $4 billion in taxes are sent 
to Albany annually from Westchester 
taxpayers who receive only $1 billion in 
aid in return. Meanwhile, 77 cents out 
of every dollar on the property tax goes 
upstate to pay for the state’s unfunded 
mandates, Astorino said.

The county executive saved his strongest 
comments for Cuomo’s critiques of local 
and county governments spending too 
much money and for his sudden plan to 
shut Indian Point within four years.

“To correct this inequity, the governor 
is pretending that Westchester is the 
problem, that all the local communities 
are the problem,” said Astorino, widely 
believed to be seeking a rematch against 
Cuomo in next year’s gubernatorial race. 
“The solution is to sock it to the middle 
class.”

“Here’s where it gets a little weird. 
Without any authority, the governor 
is demanding that I and other elected 

officials go in a room, make up a plan to 
cut services and then force residents to 
keep on voting for that plan until they 
pass it.”

Astorino blasted the governor for 
his secretive deal with Entergy and 
Riverkeeper to shut Indian Point.

He said there has been no plan offered 
to replace the electricity to Westchester 
and New York City or the tax dollars that 
could be lost to the host communities 
of the Town of Cortlandt, the Village of 
Buchanan, the Hendrick Hudson School 
District and the county. 

Cortlandt stands to lose an estimated $1 
million in annual revenue, Buchanan $2.6 
million, Hendrick Hudson $23 million 
and the county more than $3 million, 
Astorino said.

Indian Point has shown to be one of the 
safest and most reliable energy sources 
in the United States, he said. Without 
it 1,000 jobs are in jeopardy, another 
roughly 1,000 ancillary workers will be 
affected, taxes will skyrocket in the host 
communities and there could be energy 
shortages, Astorino warned.

“Electricity to 10 million people is at 
stake,” he said. “You’re going to need 
real power transmission, not power 
point presentations. New York and the 
whole metropolitan area may be subject 
to brownouts and rationing like a Third 
World country.”

Astorino mentioned that development 
has been strong in Westchester, boosting 
the county’s coffers. He promised to get 
personally involved to help promote 
business in the county, if that would help.

Various government initiatives are being 
planned that will also improve the quality 
of life and generate revenue, including the 
proposed lease of Westchester County 
Airport to a private concern, the proposed 
ice skating facility and fountains at Kensico 
Dam Plaza and Playland. A lawsuit by the 
City of Rye is the only hurdle preventing 
that privatization to continue, he said.

Astorino said that with the affordable 
housing settlement behind the county, he 
looks forward to working with the Trump 
Administration. Westchester will have 
an ally with Donald Trump in the White 
House, particularly in stopping what 
Astorino has consistently described as an 
overreaching federal government.

“I’m very optimistic that local control 
of zoning will be preserved and we will 
win this year-long battle that has gone on 
since 2009, and he will be a friend to us,” 
he said.

County Executive Rob Astorino didn’t mince words 
in aggressively criticizing Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
key policies that were outlined in last week’s 
multiple State of  the State remarks.

was also an adjunct professor at Pace 
Law School and Columbia University 
Graduate School of Business.

 We extend our deepest condolences to 
his beloved wife, Marjorie, his children, 
grandchildren and his entire family.

In lieu of flowers  donations may 
be made to the Robert Feder Nursing 
Education Fund at White Plains Hospital 
Foundation, 41 East Post Road, White 
Plains.

Cuddy & Feder LLP is a law firm 
based in Westchester County for 45 years 
whose attorneys specialize in real estate; 
finance; litigation; land use, zoning and 
development; telecommunications; 
energy & environmental; non-profit 
organizations; and trusts, estates and 
elder law. The company represents many 
development projects in process in White 
Plains and the surrounding area. Robert Feder

Gov. Cuomo Gives State of State Address at Purchase
continued from page 1
“fundamental problems” that needed to 
change, saying in his six years in office 
the state has limited spending increases 
more than any administration since 
Nelson Rockefeller. “It’s hard to make 
change,” Cuomo said. “In concept, we 
like change, but in truth we like control.”

Cuomo is pushing a $2 billion 
investment statewide to improve the 
water supply

“I want to spend $2 billion to rebuild 
our water infrastructure across this 
state,” Cuomo said.

Cuomo also promoted an Empire State 
Trail, linking 40 segments including 
historic parks and nature trails with 750 
miles of finished pathways across the 
state. The project would connect the Erie 
Canalway and the Hudson River Valley 
Greenway, and connect to the Route 9 
bike path. 

The three-phase project would cost 

$200 million, including a $53 million 
first phase. Of that, $26 million would be 
spent in the Mid-Hudson region.

Cuomo continued to push his plan 
to make  SUNY tuition free  for families 
making less than $125,000. He said 63 
percent of families in the region would 

qualify, and that by 
2024, 3.5 million jobs 
would require a college 
education.

New York is taking the 
first step to free college, 
let the other states 
follow, Cuomo said.

“We have to do 
something about 
property taxes,” the 
governor expounded, 
turning his attention to 
local municipalities in 
Westchester County.

“We have to cut taxes. 
We’ve cut taxes on the 
state side, but we have 
to do more. Now, $1,800 

is the median state income tax. The 
median property tax, $4,700. You pay 
high taxes, don’t be mad at me. Property 
taxes are what is killing this state. Killing 
this state. Two and a half times what the 
state income tax is. We have the highest 
property tax in the United States of 
America,” Cuomo said. 

“Westchester County, highest property 
tax in the United States of America. Just 
think about that. Think about it. And 
Nassau is number two. Upstate New 
York, by percentage of home value, has 
the highest property taxes in the United 
States. Average property tax: Westchester 

$11,000, Nassau $10,000, Suffolk $8,000 
-- USA $3,000. Look at the differential.”

“This hurts people on fixed incomes, 
this depresses the home value. People 
look at homes to purchase in Westchester, 
their mortgage payment is going to be 
less than their tax payment. … These 
taxes on real estate are too high. Local 
government has been guilty of great 
waste and duplication.”

While the governor pushed through a 
property tax cap that he said has slowed 
tax increases, he now is pushing county 
executives to reduce taxes through 
shared services.

In Westchester County alone, there 
are 425 local governments, 790 elected 
chief executives and legislators, 580 local 
government lawyers and 1,327 dump 
trucks. “There must be savings we can find 
by working together,” Cuomo said. “Fire, 
water, sewer, roads, all basically doing 
the same thing. But all doing it in total 
isolation without any coordination with 
any of the others. It is insanity, insanity! 
Now everybody is proud of the town they 
live in, I’m in Newcastle, Mount Kisco, 
Chappaqua, Bedford, everybody is proud 
of the town they live in. Great. But does 
it really matter to you if they are sharing 

continued on page 4

Governor Andrew Cuomo delivered his 2017 Mid-Hudson State of  the 
State address at SUNY Purchase on Jan. 10.
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EXCLUSIVE VIEWS, EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE, 
EXTRAORDINARY LIVING

The Ritz-Carlton Residences Westchester II offers luxurious  
penthouses-in-the-sky with service and amenities usually  

reserved for Park Avenue. All of this in a leafy neighborhood  
of shops and dining that just a lucky few call ‘home.’

• Spacious 2,500 to 2,900 sq ft floor plans, starting at $1.9 million 

• Endless amenities: 24/7 staff, fitness center, swimming pool, and more 

• 146 guest bedrooms next door at The Ritz-Carlton Hotel

914. 946. 9200  |  rcresidenceswestchester.com

The Residences at The Ritz-Carlton Westchester II, 5 Renaissance Square, White Plains, New York 10601. Marketing & Exclusive Sales Agent: Houlihan Lawrence, 
Inc. Sponsor:  Renaissance Condominium partners II, 7 Renaissance Square, White Plains, New York 10601. The complete offering terms are in an offering plan 
available from Sponsor:  CD06-0794. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout 
the Nation. The Residences at The Ritz-Carlton, Westchester, II are not owned, developed or sold by The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, LLC. Renaissance 
Condominium Partners II uses the Ritz-Carlton marks under license from The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, LLC. Models do not represent racial preference.

RESIDENTS RAVE 
ABOUT RITZ-CARLTON 
RESIDENCES

“We love living at The 
Ritz-Carlton Residences 
Westchester. It provides 
security and tranquility with 
awesome views.”

Carole and Bert Mitchell

“After living in our spacious 
home for 40 years, we 
became empty-nesters and 
moved to the Ritz-Carlton 
Residences. The amenities 
offer a five-star lifestyle.”

Monica and Edward Kaufman

“We are an active retired 
couple and enjoy traveling 
around the world. Living 
here is a dream come true — 
no hassles, no worries. We 
just enjoy life.”

In-aie and Edward Kang

“We’re thrilled with the 
living experience here. The 
amenities of the building and 
the attention to detail by the 
entire staff have lived up to 
our highest expectations.” 

Alyce and Sanford Schwartz

“The services and amenities 
enhance our busy life. Our 
grandchildren can’t wait 
to visit us and play in the 
playroom, swim in the pool 
and dine in the lobby lounge.”

Monica Lavin and Rick Ross

“We love our apartment 
with its beautiful views, the 
terrific staff, the services 
and amenities and the 
convenient location. Living 
here has exceeded our 
expectations.”

Dana and Randi Wiston
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White Plains Launches GO GREEN Web 
Page Detailing Sustainability Initiatives dump trucks? Does it really matter if 

they’re sharing road building equipment 
or if you’re doing common orders on 
equipment and police cars etc.?” 

Cuomo proposed that county 
executives bring together their local 
governments, communities, businesses, 
labor and other stakeholders to create a 
plan to share services, find efficiencies 
and cut costs. Those plans would then 
go in front of voters on a referendum. If 
the proposed plan is voted down, local 
governments would have to return to the 
drawing board until a plan passed. “It’s 
about time people have a say on how 
their money is spent,” Cuomo said.

“What the county executives will say,” 
Cuomo continued, “is ‘Do you want 
property taxes to come down? Well, the 
state should pick up our costs.’ Now, 
by the way, I have picked up a lot of 
the costs for counties. I picked up the 
largest cost, which was the growth in 
the Medicaid program. Cost the state 
billions of dollars, saved Westchester 
County something like $56 million. But, 
the point is not to transfer the cost, it’s to 
reduce the cost. If you transfer the cost 
to the state, all that means is that I have 
to raise the state’s taxes. And what’s the 
difference? You pay from one pocket or 
the other. It’s not reduce county taxes, 
raise state taxes, we want to lower both. 
I’m going to need the people of this 
state to stand up and speak loudly and 

say ‘We’re tired of paying these local 
property taxes.’”

Cuomo ended his speech by touting 
the diversity of New York. “Hate crimes 
are repugnant to the values of the State 
of New York,” he said. “We are the 
progressive capitol of the nation.”

Gov. Cuomo Gives State of State Address at Purchase
continued from page 2

Last week White Plains launched a 
new web page that details the City’s 
environmental and sustainability 
initiatives. The page, called GO GREEN 
White Plains, can be accessed from 
the City’s website, www.
cityofwhiteplains.com under the 
“Our Community” tab. 

The GO GREEN White Plains 
web page highlights the green 
initiatives undertaken by the 
City including the initiation of 
textile recycling, installation of 
electric vehicle charging stations, 
adoption of the NYS unified solar 
permit, phasing out the use of 
#4 and #6 heating oils, utilizing 
goats at Baldwin Farm, and 
energy efficient upgrades in city buildings 
and facilities. 

“On a personal and professional level, 
protecting the environment has always 
been a focus for me,” said Mayor Roach 
in launching the new page. “First as a 
Council member and now as mayor, I 
have worked to implement legislation 
and develop initiatives that will have a 
positive impact on our environment as 
well as to find sustainable solutions to the 
City’s needs.”

The phrase GO GREEN has been 
associated with the process of becoming 
more environmentally aware and with 

the decision to change one’s behavior and 
lifestyle to reduce the amount of pollution 
and waste generated. The decision to  go 
green is a gradual process for most people 
and governments. 

The GO GREEN White Plains graphic, 
used at the top of the web page, is a 
creative re-imagining of the one used 
throughout 2016 to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of White Plains becoming 
a city. Artists “recycled” the graphic and 
gave it a “green” flare. It’s a melding of 
urban and green concepts. Advertise in The 

White Plains 
Examiner  

914-864-0878 
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White Plains and 511NY 
Create Local Rideshare Portal

Westchester Chordsmen Chorus 
Offers Free Singing Lessons to Men

Helping residents and people working 
and visiting White Plains to find alterna-
tive means of transportation, while also 
reducing the city’s carbon footprint, is the 
goal of White Plains’ new Rideshare pro-
gram.

The portal, which can be found 
at  https://511nyrideshare.org/web/city-
of-white-plains/home, is an online ser-
vice where participants will be able to reg-
ister for carpools and search ride matches 
online, learn about the Green Cities Com-
muter Challenge, as well as find more in-
formation about using public transporta-
tion, vanpools, transit, bicycle and walk-
ing routes to and from the City of White 
Plains. Participants will also  have access 
to 511NY’s array of tools and information 
on real-time travel conditions and transit 
options through 511NY.org.

The City of White Plains and 511 Ride-

share are partners in the program.
The program is free. To find a ride-

match and learn about commuting op-
tions, participants access the portal to 
register. They will then receive an email 
from ridematch@511NYRideshare.org 
with simple instructions for activating 
a City of White Plains Rideshare account. 
Once the account is activated it, the portal 
becomes searchable.

Fore more information about the City 
of White Plain’s Rideshare or the services 
offered, contact 511NY Rideshare’s Cus-
tomer Service center between 6 a.m. and 
7 p.m., Monday to Friday, by calling 511 
and saying “Rideshare,” or  visit 511NY 
Rideshare’s Frequently Asked Questions.

SMALL NEWS 
 IS BIG NEWS

Starting Monday, Jan. 23, The 
Westchester Chordsmen Chorus will 
offer six free singing lessons to men in 
and around the County as a community 
service. The six-week program provides 
coaching and instruction to teach new 
singers how to sing and experienced 
singers how to sing better. The simple 
curriculum will take you from basic 
fundamentals to advanced concepts, 
regardless of your current singing ability. 
Two series presented last year were 
attended by over 30 men.

The Chordsmen decided to offer 
singing lessons because, “We all sing in 
our own way. In church or synagogue, in 
the car, in the shower. But many of us are 
unsure about our ability or about singing 
in front of others.” 

The Chordsmen want to help you 
get the most beautiful sound possible 
from your voice, with the confidence to 
perform. The group has been singing for 
63 years.

Men, young and old, who have always 
wanted to sing, or want to improve their 
skills are invited to take part. No prior 
musical experience is needed and the 
program is free.

The teacher is Keith Harris, who 

with over 20 years of vocal teaching 
experience, leads the talented and equally 
experienced music team who will inspire 
students with great energy and humor.

The program is held at Congregation 
Kol Ami, 252 Soundview Ave., White 
Plains, Monday evenings, starting Jan. 23 
and continues for six weeks. Start time is 
6:45 p.m. for 90 minutes. Come one night 
or complete the full six-week course, it’s 
up to you.
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Letters Policy
We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 
editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to  
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.  

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide their 

name, address and contact information. 

A Special Message on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Statement on Governor Cuomo’s Climate Agenda from NY Renews

Greenburgh Supervisor Recommends ‘Almost Presidential Museum/Library’

Greenburgh to Accept President Obama’s My Brother’s Keeper Challenge

Today, as we honor the legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., it is my hope that 
his message remains an ongoing call to ac-
tion as we strive to build a fairer, more just 
and united society.

As a young girl I watched my father, a 
World War II veteran, face discrimina-
tion because of the color of his skin. I also 
watched Dr. King and thousands of activ-
ists march on Washington from the proj-
ects I grew up in. They fought tirelessly 
for progress, and thanks to their work I’m 

proud today to serve as your Senator and 
Leader of the Senate Democrats. 

We must continue to fight for a more 
perfect union. This election has reminded 
us of all of the work we must do to bridge 
our divisions and heal the deep wounds 
in our society. We must continue to make 
progress and not allow the forces of hate 
to drag us backwards.

I find great truth in many of Dr. King’s 
teachings and inspiration in the words he 
spoke: “Hate cannot drive out hate; only 

love can do that.” He also said, “I have de-
cided to stick with love. Hate is too great a 
burden to bear.”

This is the last week of Barack Obama's 
presidency. His election and his legacy re-
affirmed the promise of America’s ideals. 
We were able to imagine a future reflective 
of Dr. King’s hope that success due to the 
content of their character, not the color of 
their skin would rule the future. Now, we 
enter a time where we must fight for those 
highest American ideals to make sure 

hate, fear and division does not replace 
America’s great promise.

As we reflect on this past election and 
consider what it means for the future, I 
agree with Dr. King that, “We must accept 
finite disappointment, but not never lose 
infinite hope.” In that spirit, I urge us all 
to recommit ourselves to Dr. King’s vision 
and work tirelessly to realize his dream.

--Andrea Stewart-Cousins, New York 
State Senator, 35th District,  

Senate Democratic Leader

“We’re just a few days from having a 
federal government controlled by climate 
deniers. Governor Cuomo must stand up 
to Trump by being bold and visionary in 
our response to climate change. 

In his State of the State addresses, Gov-
ernor Cuomo advanced important efforts 
to make New York’s electricity grid clean-
er, healthier, and more reliable, particular-
ly with his commitment to offshore wind 
energy. But he knows that power plants 
represent just 20% of New York’s green-
house gas emissions. We heard nothing 
about the other major economic sectors 

driving climate change, like transporta-
tion and buildings.

Governor Cuomo also highlighted that 
New York will undertake a study on creat-
ing a path to 100% clean renewable energy, 
something the state already did – in 2010. 
However, plans alone are not enough. Vi-
sions need to be made enforceable with 
laws that hold our government account-
able if concrete targets are not met. 

In the era of Trump, the health and safe-
ty of New Yorkers depends on Governor 
Cuomo going further. Governor Cuomo 
needs to rise to the occasion and be a na-

tional leader on climate, equity and cre-
ation of good jobs. And he needs to en-
sure that his words are more than empty 
promises.

How? Start by  including the Climate 
and Community Protection Act (CCPA) 
in his written budget proposal. The CCPA 
sets specific greenhouse gas reduction tar-
gets and provides a means to hold govern-
ment accountable for meeting those tar-
gets. The CCPA passed the state Assembly 
last year and has strong support in both 
houses of the Legislature this year.

The CCPA tackles climate pollution in 

all sectors, while getting frontline commu-
nities the resources they need to weath-
er the climate storm, and instituting key 
labor protections that will ensure good, 
family-supporting jobs in the renewable 
energy economy.

We need legislation that puts New York 
on an enforceable path to 100% clean en-
ergy in all sectors, not just electricity gen-
eration. We call on Governor Cuomo to 
be the climate leader our nation desper-
ately needs at this time by enacting the 
CCPA in 2017.”

–NY Renews 

I would like to recommend that a West-
chester County college establish an almost 
President museum at one of our colleges 
to recognize the contributions of Hillary 
Clinton, the first woman Presidential 
nominee of a major political party who 
received the most popular votes in the 
nation. I suggest that this museum also 
highlight the stories of the four other 
Presidential candidates who almost be-
came President – winning the popular 
vote but losing the Electoral College votes.

This museum, if established, would be 

most helpful to tourism. The museum 
would become a destination for tourists 
from around the country and world. The 
museum would also enhance the rep-
utation of the Westchester college that 
pursues this initiative. Perhaps Secretary 
Hillary Clinton and Vice President Al 
Gore and relatives of the other almost 
Presidents would donate their Presiden-
tial campaign and public service papers to 
the college for future generations to study. 
Similar to what Presidential libraries do. 
Students will benefit by being able to take 

courses about Presidential campaigns at 
the library.

A third benefit: the Almost President 
library could host forums on elections. A 
library appointed panel could also review 
the way our nation conducts elections. 
A foundation associated with the almost 
President library could advocate for elec-
tion reforms at every level of government.

Westchester is currently part of a liv-
ing history. Hillary Clinton and her hus-
band, former President Bill Clinton, have 
become an important part of our coun-

ty. We have a former President, a former 
First Lady, a former Secretary of State, 
the first female nominee from a major 
political party who won the popular vote 
living here.  Let’s make sure that West-
chester takes advantage of this by making 
the Almost President of the United States 
Library one of the number one tourist at-
tractions in New York State and a must 
visit historical site.

 
–Paul Feiner, 

Greenburgh Town Supervisor

Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul 
Feiner, Greenburgh’s Police Department 
and the Superintendents of Ardsley 
Union Free School District, Dobbs Ferry 

Union Free School District, Edgemont 
Union Free School District, Elmsford 
Union Free School District, Greenburgh 
Central School District, Hastings-on-

Hudson Union Free School District, 
Irvington Union Free School District, 
Pocantico Hills Central School District, 
Public Schools of the Tarrytowns, and the 
Valhalla Union Free School District plan 
to gather on Thursday, Jan. 19 at 11 a.m. 
at the Theodore D. Young Community 
Center facility located at 32 Manhattan 
Ave. White Plains, to announce the 
town will accept President Obama’s My 
Brother’s Keeper Challenge. 

Since 1967, the proverbial Community 
Center “Village” has been very 
instrumental in raising and guiding 
youth to ensure their success through 
educational, cultural, social and 
recreational programming. 

The My Brother’s Keeper initiative 
is focused on six milestones: getting a 
healthy start and entering school ready 
to learn; reading at grade level by third 
grade; graduating from high school 
ready for college and career; completing 

postsecondary education or training; 
successfully entering the workforce; 
keeping kids on track and giving them 
second chances. 
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Police Blotter

Obituaries

Former Pelham Country Club Controller 
Sentenced for Embezzlement

Gretchen Wauchope (DOB 12/31/69) 
of Ardsley, was sentenced by Judge Helen 
Blackwood to two and one-third to seven 
years in state prison after having pled 
guilty to one count of Grand Larceny 

in the Second 
Degree, a class “C” 
Felony and two 
counts of Criminal 
Tax Fraud in the 
Fourth Degree, 
class “E” Felonies.

From Jan. 1, 
2010 through 
Feb. 28, 2015, 
the defendant, 
who was the 
Controller of the 
Pelham Country 

Club in Pelham Manor, systematically 
embezzled funds for over five years. She 
drew and negotiated checks from the 
bank account of Pelham Country Club 
to her own personal bank accounts and 
initiated electronic payments from the 
club accounts to pay personal credit card 
debts. Those embezzled funds were used 
to pay for luxury items such as a $100,000 

recreational vehicle, regular high-end 
salon visits, luxury automobiles and rent 
on a private home that exceeded $4,000 
month.

The total amount stolen in the larceny 
was $719,270.20.

In addition, the defendant failed to pay 
New York State Income Tax on the monies 
that she stole from the Country Club. The 
amount she owes in tax is $45,486.  

The larceny was discovered following 
an internal investigation by Pelham 
Country Club, which then referred the 
matter to the Westchester County District 
Attorney’s Office.

The defendant was remanded to the 
custody of the New York State Department 
of Corrections.

The defendant is also required, under 
restitution judgment orders, to repay 
$719,270.20 for the larceny and $45,486 
in New York State taxes. 

Assistant District Attorney Robert 
Mayes and Assistant District Attorney 
Gwen Galef of the Economic Crimes 
Bureau prosecuted the case.

Elmsford Man Sentenced in Shooting of  
Off-Duty Police Officer

Taqiy Walton  (DOB 3/27/81) of 

Elmsford, was sentenced Jan. 11 by Judge 
Anne Minihan to 14 years in state prison 
after having pled guilty to one count of 
Assault in the First Degree, a class “B” 
Violent Felony; one count of Attempted 
Assault in the First Degree, a class “C” 
Violent Felony; and one count of Criminal 
Possession of a Weapon in the Second 
Degree, a class “C” Violent Felony in the 
shooting of a retired Greenburgh police 
officer.

On July 13, 2015 at approximately 3:45 
p.m., the victim was mowing his lawn in 
Elmsford when he spotted a car in the 
driveway of a home across the street, 
which he knew to be vacant. The victim, 
along with his son, a current Greenburgh 
police officer, went over to investigate.

That is when two men, one of whom was 
the defendant, emerged from the house. 
The victim and his son began to inquire 
why they were there. Both the defendant 
and his accomplice became belligerent 
towards the victim and his son.

As the victim and his son turned 
to leave, the defendant fired a semi-
automatic pistol towards them, striking 
the victim twice, once in the torso and 
once in the arm. Both defendants then 
drove away. The victim’s son was able to 

take down the license plate of the vehicle 
that the defendants used to flee the scene.

An extensive pursuit took place involving 
several police departments. Walton and 
the co-defendant were apprehended 
by Yonkers Police on the Sprain Brook 
Parkway in 
Yonkers.

The next day, 
a K-9 from the 
New York State 
Police located 
the pistol not far 
from where the 
defendants were 
arrested.

Walton was 
remanded into 
the custody 
of the New 
York State 
Department of Corrections.

On January 5, 2017, the co-defendant 
was sentenced to three and a half years 
in state prison after having pled guilty to 
Burglary in the Second Degree, a class “C” 
Felony.

Assistant District Attorney Julia 
Cornachio of the Superior Court Trial 
Division prosecuted the case.

Gretchen Wauchope Taqiy Walton

Anna Allen Volpe

Anna Allen “Tootsie” Volpe died on 
Jan. 14. She was born May 29, 1929 to 
Robert and Alma (Wiley) Allen in White 
Plains. Eighth of 10 children, Tootsie 
suffered from childhood health issues, 
continuing into adulthood. While she 
lived a vigorous life, the last seven years 
were fraught with various health concerns 
eventually culminating in her passing.

A 1947 graduate of White Plains High 
School, she went on to become a dental 
assistant. Marrying her high school 
sweetheart, Serge Joseph Volpe, who 
predeceased her in 2006, she bore two sons, 
Serge “Russ” and Mark. While Tootsie 
wore multiple caps, of great significance 
was her tireless work for humanity at 
her beloved White Plains Corps of the 
Salvation Army. It was their philosophy 
of aid and kindness to all peoples that 
formed her worldview, propelling her to 
serve as organizer of the church’s soup 
kitchen for the hungry and homeless for 
many years, while always reaching out to 
her many nieces, nephews, and children 
of family friends on their birthdays and 
special occasions. She adored them all.

Following in her mother’s footsteps, 
Tootsie could always be found ringing 
the Holiday bell for charitable donations 
in various locations around her beloved 
White Plains on behalf of the Salvation 
Army, for which she was honored several 
times at regional awards dinners. She 
loved music and for many years played in 
the church band along with her siblings. 

Survived by her sons Serge “Russ” 
(Lynne) Volpe of White Plains, and Mark 
of Greentown, PA, Mom, Aunt Tootsie, 
Tootsie, and “Annie” will be missed by the 
many she touched throughout her long 
life. 

In lieu of flowers donations to the 
White Plains Corp of the Salvation Army 
are preferred.

 
James Dwyer Jr.
James J. Dwyer Jr. died Jan. 7. He was 

born in Queens on Feb. 20, 1940 to James 
J. Dwyer Sr., former Commissioner of 
Public Safety for the City of White Plains, 
and Gertrude Kirk Dwyer. He grew up in 
Baldwinsville, New York and later moved 
to White Plains, where he graduated from 
Stepinac High School in 1957. He attended 
Manhattan College and graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science in Chemistry, after 
which he earned an MBA at Iona College.

James joined the Navy in 1962 and 
served as a Lieutenant JG on the USS 
Harlan R. Dickson during the Cuban 
Blockade. He was discharged with honor 
in 1965 and went on to study computer 
programming at the Programming and 
Systems Institute in Manhattan. Jim made 
a career as a programmer and programmer 
analyst at Nestle, eventually becoming 
a systems project leader, and retiring in 
1995. After his first retirement, he worked 
at Cap Gemini on Y2K programming as 
an expert in COBOL and later went on to 
work for Westchester County until shortly 
before his passing.

Jim had a passion for service. He served 

as a Scout Master for Boy Scout Troop 
17 and he was a member of the New 
York Guard, the White Plains Fire Patrol 
and the Veteran's of Foreign Wars. He 
proudly served as Post Commander of 
the American Legion Post 135 and after 
relinquishing the post of Commander, 
Jim served as treasurer.

Jim’s most cherished accomplishment 
was marrying his devoted wife Janice 
Meeker 50 years ago in 1966 and being the 
proud father of his three prized children 
Cathleen, James, and Edward. 

James is predeceased by his brother 
William, and is survived by his faithful 
wife Janice, his brother Dennis, sister 
Teresita, as well as his loving children 
Cathleen, James, and Edward.

In Lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to: American Legion Post 13557 
Mitchell Place, White Plains NY 10601.

Gladys Evora Dunston
Gladys Evora Sapp Dunston, a former 

White Plains resident, transitioned from 
her earthly life to the heavenly realm on 
Tuesday, Nov. 29 at her home in Durham, 
NC. She was 75.

Gladys was born on October 22, 1941, 
in Winfall, NC, to the late Rev. Walker C. 
and Bertha Sapp Dunston. She attended 
Livingstone College in Salisbury, NC, on 
a voice music scholarship and majored 
in sociology. While there, she became an 
activist, nurturing her belief in equality 
and social justice by becoming actively 
involved in the Congress of Racial 

Equality (CORE) and the NAACP.  She 
participated in organizing meetings 
and sit-ins to help dismantle the 
discriminatory practices in the South. 
It was at Livingstone College where she 
cultivated and developed an interest in 
her history and pride in African culture. 
After graduation from Livingstone, she 
earned a Masters Degree in Social Work 
from the University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill, where she was a member of 
the second racially integrated class. In July 
1964, she married her college sweetheart, 
Leonard Dunston, and they relocated to 
New York to share a 52-year partnership 
of love and respect. In 1969, they became 
the parents of a daughter, Kioka, and in 
1973, a son, Kwame. Her greatest joy was 
children and her favorite role in life was 
grandmother, especially to the true love 
of her life, her granddaughter, Nzingha 
Aminata Dunston. 

After moving to New York, Gladys 
began her 30-plus years in the social work 
field. She started her career as a psychiatric 
social worker at NYS Department 
of Mental Health in Manhattan. In 
Westchester, she was employed by 
the Yonkers Board of Education and 
Greenburgh Central 7 School District as 
a school social worker. After retirement 
from Greenburgh Central 7, the family 
relocated to Durham, NC, where she 
volunteered with Oak Grove Elementary 
School. She also served as Board Chair of 
Durham County Social Services.

She was active in the Westchester 

continued on page 8
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

Boomerang
Static Change? 
Let’s go backward 

when forward fails, 
don’t throw the pa-ast 
away, you might need 
it for some rainy day. 
Dreams can come true 
again, when every-
thing old is new again. 
–Peter Allen 

From an anecdotal perspective these 
lyrics seem to have held true for Baby 
Boomers over the decades, and remain 
true today. The sixties, as recorded by 
history and remembered by its witness-
es, was the decade of youthful rebellion 
rallying against the “establishment” of 
their parent’s social ideology and mores. 
Many Baby Boomers in their college days 
ranted about the evils and 
abuses of capitalism as they 
advocated for an unrealistic 
or unobtainable socialist 
or communist utopia. We 
should give them an “A” for 
effort as least. To a degree 
this is a myth and false im-
pression that still lingers today. 

Nostalgia plays a major part in such 
myth making, as does perception. The 
hippies were always a small segment of 
the vast Baby Boom population. This 
is not to negate or dismiss the positive 
contributions made by the subject gener-
ation; we know better that history is re-
corded at the lens of the camera, and not 
by the eye of objectivity and truth. 

As these bizarrely dressed teens con-
gregated at such locals as Haight Asbury 
and Greenwich Village to name just a few 
hippy Meccas – a media myth was born. 
For the most part the majority of the 
sixties teens were pseudo hippies, wan-
nabes, or just fashion conscious youth. In 
any event, the hippie look was a boom to 
retailers who quickly capitalized on the 
“anti capitalist” Baby Boomers. When 
many of the Baby Boomers matured and 
entered the work force they abandoned 
their call for social change. The corporate 
world to a degree adopted the call under 

the heading of Social Corporate Respon-
sibility, as did the government under Stat-
ism and academically by Political Cor-
rectness. Some may conclude that many 
of the Baby Boomers abandoned their 
socially conscious offsprings at birth af-
ter a decade of anti-establishment orgies. 
This appears to hold true by the fact the 
Baby Boomers are the most affluent gen-
eration in American history. Interesting 
enough, their offsprings now referred to 
as the echo, are becoming major players 
in our world’s socio/political arena. The 
jury is still out in its verdict as to whether 
the apple falls far from the tree.  

In light of today’s dismal economic re-
alities, trying to find any revolutionary 
fire and rhetoric in the Baby Boomers is 

like trying to locate a black 
box in an ocean by its di-
minishing ping. Just like in 
the sixties, the Baby Boom-
ers are once again finding 
themselves the cash cow 
for Wall Street to exploit – 
though this time enjoying it 

along with the prestige of acquired wealth. 
Once the nemesis of Wall Street seeking 
to free themselves from the shackles of 
capitalism, many of today’s Baby Boom-
ers have gleefully handcuffed themselves 
to the invisible hand of capitalism. 

Ironically today’s Baby Boomers are 
still living the life of sex, drugs and Rock 
and Roll, except for the latter, out of ne-
cessity. As some of the Baby Boomers 
want to cling to their youth, ranting sixty 
is the new forty, many forget tombstones 
don’t lie. 

Sarcasm aside the Baby Boomers are 
the pig in the python in terms of finan-
cial wealth that Wall Street is willing 
to exploit. Pharmaceutical analyst Jack 
Lamberton is quoted in Business Week as 
saying “the drug industry is very willing 
to spend vast sums of money to give the 
Baby Boomers what they want because 
the potential rewards are huge.” The drug 
companies are investing in products that 
will help them to preserve the vigor of 
their youth. Today more money is being 
spent on products to preserve the skin, 
hair, and the sex lives of the boomers than 
seeking cures for more serious health 
problems. In fairness, the pharmaceutical 
industry should be given credit and a spe-
cial thank you for finding a cure for hep-
atitis C, a virus that afflicts an estimated 
four million Americans. Yes, everything 
old is new again, as the Baby Boomers 
protest against aging, now with prescrip-
tion drugs and manufactured sexuality, 
and to listen to the old tunes with high 
tech hearing aids, and bi-focal lenses to 
read our financial statements. 

Dr. Richard Cirulli is a retired Business 
Professor, consultant, writer, Innocent By-
stander, and critic at large. He looks for-
ward to your comments at profcirulli@
optonline.net. 

Guest 
Column

By Richard Cirulli

Obituaries
continued from page 7

community and served as a Board 
member of the Theodore D. Young 
Community Center in Greenburgh. 
While serving as President of the 
Westchester Chapter of the National 
Association of Black Social Workers 
(NABSW), she was a founder of the Rites 
of Passage for Girl, a program based on 
the principles of Kwanzaa which was 
designed to prepare and empower young 
girls in their transition into womanhood. 
She and Leonard were also involved 
with NABSW on the National level and 
shared many highlights, including trips to 
Africa and the Caribbean, and Leonard’s 
election as National President in 1994. 
Gladys extended herself to help the 
children in Ghana, Africa, her beloved 
adopted country, where she and a friend, 
Grace Minter, raised funds to build a 
wall to keep children safe from falling 
off the cliff outside their school building. 
Involved in the civil rights movement 
from her teen years, she continued her 
activism throughout her life. She served 

as Chair of the Board of the Bridge Jubilee 
Crossing, an organization based in Selma, 
Alabama, that is dedicated to preserving 
the legacy of the Civil Rights Movement.

After a three-year courageous battle with 
cancer, Gladys was reunited in everlasting 
peace with her parents, siblings, Florien, 
Virginia and Frank; niece, Tyris Taylor, 
and other family members.  She leaves to 
cherish precious memories of a life well 
lived and loved, her devoted husband 
of 52 years, Leonard Dunston; loving 
daughter, Kioka Dunston of Durham, NC; 
loving son, Kwame Dunston of Atlanta, 
GA; adoring granddaughter, Nzingha 
Dunston of Atlanta, GA; a sister, Helen 
Taylor of Petersburg, VA, chosen sons, 
Devaron (Tracy) Benjamin and Kendall 
Martin, and grandchildren, Devaron Jr., 
Tracy, and Jahvon Benjamin; nephew, 
Howard Taylor, and a tremendous circle 
of admiring friends and communities 
whose lives were enriched by her 
presence, dedication and commitment to 
service.
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9January 17 - January 23, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com

JACOB BURNS FILM CENTER PHOTOS

New Law Favors Individuals with Disabilities and Special Needs

9December 30 - January 5, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com

Police Blotter
Greenburgh Police Department

Automobile Accident. On December 8 
at about midnight, officers responded to 
a motor vehicle accident in the vicinity 
of Rockledge Avenue in Hartsdale. A 
resident of the neighborhood told police 
he heard a vehicle speed up the street then 
a loud crash. The witness then exited his 
apartment to see two men standing in the 
street where the accident occurred. When 
they were approached the men fled, but 
were apprehended down the street from 
the accident scene. One was combative, 
uncooperative and heavily intoxicated 
and was placed into handcuffs for officer 
safety and detained. A canvass and an 
additional investigation were conducted to 
attempt to locate the driver of the vehicle 
that struck two parked cars. The detainee 
continued to be highly uncooperative and 
hostile and later admitted to a paramedic 
on scene to having more than 10 drinks 
in a few hours. This party was later 
transported to White Plains Hospital 
complaining of minor injuries from the 
accident. 

Suspicious Incident. On December 8 at 
about 3:30 a.m. a resident on Old Kensico 
Road reported to police that through his 
window on the second floor, he observed 
a male going through his vehicle located 
on the driveway and two other males 

with hoodies standing by as lookouts. 
When the witness went to seek a phone 
to dial 911, the three males were gone. 
Responding units located three males just 
north on Old Kensico and Old Tarrytown 
Rd. wearing hoodies. Two were carrying 
book bags. All suspects reported that the 
reason they were in the area was because 
they were looking for a back street to get 
to Burger King in Elmsford. The two males 
with book bags only had personal items in 
their possession. There was no camera on 
the premises where the incident occurred 
and the witness did not report anything 
missing. He was also unable to identify the 
suspects as those he saw on his property. 
All suspects were released on scene and 
given directions back to Tarrytown Rd. 
Police canvassed surrounding vehicles 
and found all to be apparently normal.

Stolen Automobile. On the afternoon 
of December 8, a White Plains resident 
informed the Greenburgh Police 
Department that his car was stolen. The 
alleged victim said that a week earlier he 
had lent the car to a friend but needed it 
back within two days. He had not heard 
from that friend since. An inquiry found 
that a vehicle with the same New York 
plate number had been reported stolen out 
of New Rochelle on September 14, 2014 
and that the plates had also come back as 

stolen. Greenburgh Police contacted the 
New Rochelle Police Department. It was 
discovered that the vehicle identification 
number matched two stolen plates. The 
investigation is ongoing.

Identity Theft. On December 8 a 
Greenburgh resident walked into police 
headquarters to report that a month 
earlier on November 5 his Visa credit card 
was charged 15 times totaling $1800 at 
several different McDonalds locations in 
the Albany area. The victim said he had 
not made any of those charges and that he 
had no idea who did. The victim wished 
to make this report for documentation 
purposes and further told police that he 
had cancelled his credit card.

Grand Larceny. On December 8, 
a Mr. Frank told police that two days 
earlier, Saturday, Dec. 6 at about 10 p.m. 
he had parked his car at the Greenburgh 
Multiplex Theater in a parking spot on 
the northern side of the building. When 
he returned, he noticed his briefcase 
missing from the interior. The victim also 
reported that he left his car unlocked. 
The briefcase was located in between the 
driver and passenger seats and contained 
a Mac Laptop, prescription medication 
(Oxycontin) and various miscellaneous 
papers. There are no suspects at this time. 

The victim requested a police report on 
this incident. Police responded to the 
Greenburgh Multiplex Theater to attempt 
to obtain surveillance footage of the 
incident.

Driving Without License. At about 
2:45 a.m. on December 9, police observed 
a car traveling at high speed on Hartsdale 
Road, White Plains. After pulling the car 
over, an officer approached the vehicle 
and observed that the driver was the sole 
occupant of the vehicle. He produced 
an authentic NYS non-driver ID Card, 
identified himself and apologized for 
traveling at a high rate of speed, indicating 
that he was not used to driving his 
girlfriend’s car. An NCIC and E-Justice 
inquiry of the license revealed that the 
driver had a revoked license with a total of 
two open scoffs on two separate dates. The 
driver was issued a ticket for disobeying 
a traffic control device and a ticket for 
aggravated unlicensed operation in the 
3rd degree. He was released on the scene.
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Column

An integral part of 
our practice involves 
planning with the 
assets of individuals 
who are disabled or 
have special needs. 
These individuals are 
usually persons who 
have developmental 

disabilities, mental illnesses, or who suf-
fer from other severe and chronic or per-
sistent disabilities. We commonly refer to 
these individuals as supplemental needs 
beneficiaries and the primary planning 
technique used to protect their assets is a 
supplemental needs trust (sometimes re-
ferred to as a special needs trust). To read 
more about planning with supplemental 
needs trust, visit our website.

Often, a supplemental needs beneficiary 
is receiving government benefits such as 
Medicaid, supplemental security income 
(SSI) and social security disability (SDD). 
Some of these benefits, such as Medicaid 
and SSI, are means tested programs. That 
means (no pun intended), that in order 
to be eligible for these benefits, the gov-
ernment will take into consideration your 
assets and income. In many cases, a sup-
plemental needs beneficiary has very little 
in the way of assets and income.

However, there are many scenarios 
where a supplemental needs beneficiary 

may receive a windfall increasing their as-
sets to a level that would disqualify them 
for government benefits. We see this of-
ten where there are settlements resulting 
from infant medical practice cases or in-
juries sustained as an adult as a result of 
someone else’s negligence. 
Another common instance 
is where a family member 
such as a parent or grand-
parent leaves assets to a 
child or grandchild, who 
is a known supplemental 
needs beneficiary, without 
doing any planning with an elder law at-
torney. This is unfortunate because plan-
ning can be done at the grandparent/par-
ent level to place the assets directly into a 
supplemental needs trust at death known 
as a third party supplemental needs trust, 
which will preserve the beneficiary’s gov-
ernment benefits. 

If no planning was done and a supple-
mental needs beneficiary ends up with 
assets in her name that would otherwise 
disqualify her for government benefits, 
current law allows for the transfer of those 
assets by to a supplemental needs trust. 
This type of supplemental needs trust is 
called a first party supplemental needs 
trust and can only be created with the as-
sets of the supplemental needs beneficiary 
and so long as the beneficiary is under 65 

years of age.  
Prior to December 13, 2016, a first par-

ty supplemental needs trust could only 
be created by a parent, grandparent, le-
gal guardian or court. If you are paying 
attention, you realize that an individual, 

meaning the supplemental 
needs beneficiary, could not 
create the trust herself.  Clear-
ly where there is a parent or 
grandparent, there would be 
no issue. However, there are 
a plethora of individuals who 
are disabled, yet have their ca-

pacity to sign a trust, but cannot, because 
they may not have a parent or grandpar-
ent.  

Consider a disabled adult with autism. 
Depending on where that person falls on 
the autism spectrum, she may be perfectly 
capable of creating a trust to protect her 
assets. If there were no parent or grand-
parent, she would have no choice but to 
hire an attorney to commence a guardian-
ship proceeding seeking Court approval 
to create and fund the trust. This could be 
costly and time consuming.

On December 13, 2016, President 
Obama signed the 21st Century Cures Act 
(P.L. 114-255) which amended the federal 
statutes to broaden the definition of those 
who can create a first party supplemental 
needs trust to include an “individual.”  

It is important to note that we expect 
New York to amend its statutes in the next 
few months to comport with this new fed-
eral legislation shortly. Caution should be 
taken prior to relying solely on the federal 
statute. 

We are committed to keeping you 
abreast of important changes in the law 
and are available to assist you in navigat-
ing them.  Please feel free to schedule a 
consultation by contacting us at 914-245-
2440 (Yorktown Heights), 914-925-1010 
(Rye) or by e-mail at smd@mfd-law.com. 
Please also visit our website at www.plan-
todayfortomorrow.com.      
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A Celebratory Wine for the 58th Presidential Inauguration?
The 58th 

P r e s i d e n t i a l 
Inauguration is upon 
us. Sitting at my 
keyboard this past 
week, I began to 
ponder a wine slant 
that would provide 
fodder for a timely 

column as the 45th president of the United 
States of America assumes office.

As I rummaged through my memory 
bank, seeking out a wine-focused angle 
that might relate to President-elect Trump, 
a video flashed in my mind. Do you 
remember the press conference during the 
Republican primaries when he displayed 
his eponymous products on a table for 
all to marvel at a la the Home Shopping 
Network?

Prominently displayed were several 
wines from the Trump Winery in Virginia. 
I tucked the visual image – and Trump’s 
comment, “I own it 100 percent, no 
mortgage, no debt” – into my memory 
banks.

Fast forward to this week, and a 
presidential focus emerges. This week’s 
column is based on information culled 
from (what I believe to be) reliable news 
sources, presented with validated (not 
unverified) facts, from news articles 
(not fake news) published by reputable 
(not questionable, social media pop-up) 

organizations. 
My focus is on two disparate views of 

Trump Winery. First, the long road that 
brings us to the Presidential Inauguration, 
and second, a top-level focus on the wines 
in the bottle.

The history
The winery was acquired by Trump in 

2011. It began as Kluge Estate Winery 
and Vineyard, a start-
up created in 1999 by 
Patricia Kluge, the widow 
of one of the wealthiest 
entrepreneurs in the United 
States. The purchased land 
was chosen for its intrinsic 
beauty, not its capacity for 
producing great wines. 
The grapevines planted 
were Kluge’s favorite varietals, not those 
most suitable to the characteristics of the 
vineyard.

The inevitable result? The property, 
with its awe-inspiring vistas, manicured 
vineyards and high-end winery, had 
a modicum of success until the Great 
Recession hit, when it succumbed to the 
weight of a heavy burden of bank debt.       

In rushed the real estate developers, 
including Trump, who excel at sniffing 
out distressed properties. He ultimately 
acquires the 776-acre vineyard and winery 
for a mere $6.2 million, plus $1.7 million 
for equipment and inventory. Instantly, 

he has a new product line to tout: Trump 
wines. 

“I’m really interested in good real 
estate, not so much in wine,” Trump said 
at the time. Ironically, Trump is not a wine 
drinker, abstaining from all alcohol by 
choice. 

Last year, he explained his winery 
investment: “I own it 100 percent, no 

mortgage, no debt.” 
Ah, the art of the deal.
However, in now-

classic Trump style, this 
is not entirely factual. 
A review of the Trump 
Winery website disclaimer 
contains a contradictory 
statement: “Trump Winery 
is a registered trade name 

of Eric Trump Wine Manufacturing LLC, 
which is not owned, managed or affiliated 
with Donald J. Trump, The Trump 
Organization or any of their affiliates.” 

The wines
Trump touts the Trump wines as the 

“finest wine, as good a wine as you get 
anywhere in the world.” 

As those who have read this column 
over the years are well aware, fine wines 
are in the eye – and palate – of the 
beholder. One wine consumer’s fine wine 
is another’s plonk. A personal disclaimer: 
I have yet to sample any of the Kluge or 
Trump wines.

The overall media opinion of the Trump 
wines? 

Under Kluge’s ownership, the estate’s 
sparkling wines and red blends won 
several accolades. 

Under (Eric) Trump’s stewardship, 
the winery offers sparkling wine and 
white (Chardonnay and Viognier) and 
red (Cabernet Sauvignon and a Bordeaux 
blend) wines, from $22 to $38. The 
overall scores settle in between those for 
fine wine and plonk; overall, not so bad 
for a celebrity wine, even though they 
carry higher expectations – and higher 
prices. Locally, several of these wines are 
available at Westchester Wine Warehouse 
in White Plains.

Regardless of your political and 
ideological persuasion, the Presidential 
Inauguration is a validation of the American 
experiment in democracy, with all its twists 
and turns. I’ll be drinking to that on Friday.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 
years he has conducted wine tastings 
and lectures. Nick is a member of the 
Wine Media Guild of wine writers. He 
also offers personalized wine tastings 
and wine travel services. Nick’s credo: 
continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

Not so long ago, the sweetest young 
lady who worked at my firm had attached 
a ring sound to her iPhone signaling her 
mother-in-law, which was the theme song 
from “The Addams Family.”  Her husband, 
even adoring as he was, wasn’t amused 
and she rapidly changed it.  

With the new electronic doorbells, 
welcoming visitors can take on any jazzy 
theme imaginable.

When I was a child, my parents bought 
a newly constructed home featuring a 
doorbell with a particularly beautiful set 
of chimes just inside the door. I’m told 
it was that special feature that sold my 
mother on the house.  

From earliest times, visitors to a home 
were announced simply by banging 
one’s knuckles against a door. Shortly 
after, knuckles were spared by the use of 
knockers, which gave Gene Wilder a great 
line in “Young Frankenstein.” Later, a bell 
on the inside of the house was sounded by 
pulling a string from the outside.  

In 1831, the electric doorbell was 
invented by Joseph Henry, an American 
scientist who was the first secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution. It was a simple 
device, much like the wired doorbells 
we see today, where an outside button is 
pushed and electrical current flows to an 
inside transformer which activates a noise 
signal. 

In the beginning, this noise was an 
annoying buzz, but the sound was 
enhanced in the 1920s to bells or a chime. 

In my recent mid-18th 
century home, the doorbell 
still features that annoying 
buzz sound, much like an 
insect zapper. The cover 
has so many coats of paint 
on it that its shape is hard 
to define. I’m convinced 
that the same device has 
been working faithfully 
since the 1920s. 

Well, maybe not so 
faithfully. In the recent 
past, any unannounced 
visitor could get frustrated 
trying to reach us inside. 
It’s embarrassing to admit, 
particularly because I 
write as The Home Guru, 
but something went 
haywire with my doorbell 
system. It somehow got 
disconnected and didn’t 
ring for a couple of years 
without my knowing it. 
Visitors would call us on our cell phones 
saying they were waiting for us in the 
driveway.  

Recently, I had a handyman install new 
buttons outside thinking that was the 
problem but, not being an electrician, he 
couldn’t figure out the connection to the 
buzzer. Even the electricians who came 
later had a hard time getting it operational 
again. But now it works like a charm, 
albeit still with the annoying buzz.  

While the basic function 
of a doorbell has always been 
as an important signaling 
device, there are times when 
you don’t want to hear it. For 
instance, during a visit to my 
local Subway, I was seated 
near the door trying to enjoy 
my meatball sandwich. Every 
time a customer walked 
through the door, there was 
an annoying and loud sound 
that all but stopped my 
heartbeat. I can only imagine 
the effect this must have on 
the staff members there who 
have to listen to it all day, 
everyday.

From the first mechanical 
systems, it seems that 
inventors have spent a lot of 
time and effort devising new 
ways to alert homeowners of 
visitors, from the first use of 
chimes to iTunes ringtones.

Today the major choice in doorbells 
is either a wired or wireless version, and 
there seems to be a debate about which 
is better. While wired doorbell systems 
are still the preferred choice, wireless has 
caught the imagination of younger buyers.     
Wired doorbells are cheaper than wireless, 
but more involved to install. Wireless can 
be up and running, literally in minutes. 
Aesthetically, wired doorbells are more 
appealing, with many designs, shapes and 

materials from which to choose, while 
wireless models are more utilitarian in 
design. Wireless wins out on portability; 
its receiver, whether battery operated or 
plug-in, can be moved around the house 
at will.  

Sound quality and the range of tunes are 
clearly better on the wired models, while 
wireless can have erratic performance if 
there is outside interference.

With the advent of iTunes and the MP3 
player, sounds announcing visitors are 
limitless, much like telephone ringtones. 
Now each time that I hear that annoying 
buzz from my antiquated but functional 
doorbell, I imagine what would best 
represent my personality in a customized 
sound.  

In my new condo, there is a sturdy 
knocker on the door, but not a single 
person has had the chance to use it. 
Visitors are announced at the concierge 
desk and, as though I haven’t seen a 
human in years, I swing open the door 
wide before they have a chance to knock. I 
hope I don’t frighten them.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® 
associated with William Raveis Real 
Estate and Founder of Primavera Public 
Relations, Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.
com). His real estate site is www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and his 
blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru 
to market your home for sale, call 914-
522-2076.

Wired or Wireless: Today’s Choices for Our Home’s Doorbells
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 The Restaurant Examiner

Monthly Beer-Paired Dinners Debut at Captain Lawrence

Valentine’s Day Romance Writers Luncheon at Alvin & Friends

By Jerry Eimbinder
� e Captain Lawrence Brewing Co. will 

conduct monthly beer-coupled, prix � xe 
dinners at its Elmsford facility this year. 

Its � rst 2017 event is planned for 
this � ursday, Jan. 19, a joint venture 
with the Industrial Arts Brewing Co. of 
Haverstraw. � e cost to attend is $75 per 
person, plus tax and gratuity.

Dinners on Feb. 14 (beer and wine 
pairing) and Mar. 16 (a beer and whiskey 
combination) have also been scheduled.

� is week’s  program will pair six 
Captain Lawrence and six Industrial Arts 
ales with dishes locally sourced from the 
Hudson Valley and prepared in Chef 
Joseph Smith’s kitchen. � e meal will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. with a hand-passed 
chilled lobster and salad appetizer paired 
with a palate cleansing brew. � e evening’s 
activities are expected to end by 10 p.m.

Next, attendees will sit down for the � ve 
courses to follow. 

First course
Food: Pan seared sea scallop, Hudson 

Valley fois gras and apple brown butter.
Drink: Golden Delicious Apple Brandy 

Barrel Aged vs. State of the Art #54.
Second course
Food: Hudson Valley duck con� t crepe 

with vanilla parsnip puree and spiced 
pear.

Drink: 6th Borough Pilsner vs. State of 
the Art #68.

� ird course
Food: Pretzel crusted � uke with grain 

mustard Buerre Blanc, braised red onions 
and rissole potatoes.

Drink: To be determined.
Fourth course
Food:  Braised beef short rib with 

toasted gnocchi, honey glaze turnip and 
carrots.

Drink:  Poopy Pants Porter vs. Night 
School.

Fi� h course
Food:  Bittersweet chocolate cake with 

salted caramel, pecan tuile and vanilla 
gelato.

Drink: Frost Monster Imperial Stout vs. 
Long Monday Imperial Co� ee Porter.

Wine from Michael Migliore’s Whitecli�  
Vineyards in Gardener, N.Y. will be paired 
next to Captain Lawrence ales at the Feb. 
14 dinner on Valentine’s Day, priced at 
$75 per person, plus tax and gratuity. 

� e Mar. 16 program, to be conducted 

in cocktail party style, combines 
whiskey, beer and cigars and includes 
participation by the Taconic Distillery 

in Stanfordville, N.Y. � e cost is $85 per 
person, plus tax and gratuity.

Smith joined Captain Lawrence late last 
year a� er serving as executive chef at � e 
Ram’s Head Inn at Shelter Island on the 
eastern end of Long Island. He launched 
Captain Lawrence’s � rst beer-paired 
dinner on Dec. 8.

� e Elmsford brewery o� ers a regular 
food menu during the beer hall’s 
Wednesday through Sunday operating 
hours.

� e Industrial Arts Brewing Co. was 
opened by Je�  O’Neil last year. It is housed 
in the Garnerville Arts and Industrial 
Complex, a pre-Civil War historic 
landmark, and is easy to spot by its high 
smokestack. Located at 55 W. Railroad Ave. 

in Garnerville, N.Y.,  it is open to visitors 
Wednesday through Sunday a� ernoons. 
For more information, call 845-942-8776 
or visit www.industrialartsbrewing.com.

� e Taconic Distillery was founded 
by Paul Coughlin and Gerald Valenti. 
� e distillery’s products include straight 
bourbon whiskey. Its ingredients include 
natural spring water from Rolling Hills 
Farm. � e distillery, which has a tasting 
room, is located at 179 Bowen Rd. in 
Standfordville, N.Y. Call 845-393-4583 or 
visit www.taconicdistillery.com for more 
information.

Founded by Scott Vaccaro, the Captain 
Lawrence Brewing Co. began operations 
in Pleasantville in December 2005 and 
moved to Elmsford six years later. It is 
located at 444 Saw Mill River Rd. For more 
information, call 914-741-BEER (2337) or 
visit www.captainlawrencebrewing.com.

Scott Vaccaro, founder of  the Captain Lawrence 
Brewing Co., left, and Executive Chef  Joseph Smith 
will present beer-paired dinners each month at the 
Elmsford brewery starting this Thursday.

The beer hall at the Captain Lawrence Brewing Co.

By Jerry Eimbinder
Four romance novel authors will speak 

at a three-course luncheon on Valentine’s 
Day, Feb. 14, at Alvin & Friends in New 
Rochelle. 

� e fundraising event from 12 to 3 
p.m. will bene� t teen workshops and 
mentoring programs at the new Digital 
Media Center of the New Rochelle 
Public Library. � e $75-per-person cost 
includes a champagne toast.

� e program is the latest event 
in a series called Cocktails and 
Conversations being conducted by the 
New Rochelle Public Library (NRPL) 
Foundation. � e  participating  writers 
are Kristi Cook, who will also moderate 
the panel discussion, K.M. Jackson, Sally 
MacKenzie and Maya Rodale.  

Cook is a New York Times bestselling 
author of more than a dozen books 
for adults and teens. Her historical 
novella,  “Swept Away,”  won the 2009 
National Readers’ Choice Award for best 
novella. During the summer, she teaches 

creative writing classes for teens and 
adults at Miami-Dade College.

Jackson’s  novel  “Bounce”  won the 
Golden Leaf Award for best novel with 
strong romance elements from the New 
Jersey chapter of Romance Writers of 
America. She was also named author 
of the year by the New York Chapter of 
Romance Writers of America. Her latest 
book is called “Insert Groom Here.”

MacKenzie’s latest work,  “When to 
Engage an Earl,” is the � nal installment of 
a  four-book series. It will be released in 

June.
Rodale is the author of the non-� ction 

work “Dangerous Books For Girls” and 
“� e Bad Reputation of Romance 

Novels, Explained.”
Tickets can be reserved online at www.

nrplfoundation.org or by mailing a check 
to the NRPL Foundation, 1 Library Plaza, 
New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801. 

� e NRPL Foundation, created in 1993, 
supports library initiatives for learning, 
exploration and public discourse. Among 
the foundation’s recent contributions 

is more than $106,000 
to partially underwrite 
the remodeling cost of 
the Ossie Davis � eater. 
Along with new seating 
and exterior signage 
and entrance work, the 
upgrade includes assistive 
listening technology, 
greater accessibility 
and upgraded � re 
suppression, HVAC and 
other improvements. 

Alvin & Friends was opened by Alvin 
Clayton in October 2011 with a varied 
menu that includes Caribbean and 
southern American dishes.

It is open for lunch and dinner 
Tuesday through Saturday and 
for brunch on Sunday. It is closed 
Mondays. � e restaurant is located at 
14 Memorial Highway in New Rochelle. 
Call 914-654-6549 or visit www.
alvinandfriendsrestaurant.com. for more 
information.

Authors K.M. Jackson (1), Kristi Cook (2), Maya Rodale (3) and Sally MacKenzie will participate in the Valentine’s Day 
Romance Writers Luncheon at Alvin & Friends in New Rochelle.
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continued on next page

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

AUTO FOR SALE
2005 DODGE MAGNUM SLX AWD. 
White with grey leather interior. One 
owner, excellent condition, 100k miles. 
Clean in and out. $8500 motivated seller 
Mt Kisco 917-509-1971

COLLECTABLES
CA$H BUYER, Old Comic Books 10c 
to 35c covers, also Guns, Gold Coins. I 
travel to you and Buy EVERYTHING 
YOU have! Call Brian 1-800-617-3551

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-
NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

HEALTH
IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE REPLACE-
MENT SURGERY AND SUFFERED AN 
INFECTION between 2010 and the pres-
ent time, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAND WANTED
LAND WANTED: Cash buyer seeks large 
acreage 200+ acres in the Central/Finger 

Lakes and Catskills Regions of NY State. 
Brokers welcome. For immediate con-
fidential response, call 607-353-8068 or 
email info@NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICES
75 HILLSIDE AVENUE, LLC FILED 
AN ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
with the NYS Dept. of State on 12-9-16.  
The office of the LLC is located in West-
chester County.  The NY Secretary of State 
has been designated as the agent upon 
whom process may be served.  NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 
John Credaroli, 2 Columbus Avenue, 
Valhalla, NY 10595.  Purpose: Any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
BALL CONSULTING LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/01/2016. Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
15 Bank St. #102A, White Plains, NY 
10606. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KIDS 
IN SPORTS II LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with SSNY on 07/11/16.  Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
1420 Second Avenue, New York, New  
York, 10021. Purpose:  Any lawful act 
or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SIL-
VER RUSH PRODUCTIONS, LLC. 
ARTS Of ORG filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/05/2016. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: c/o United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, 
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ANDY 
ROBLES LLC/A ROBLES LLC RE-
CENTLY WITH IRS. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on September 8th, 
2016. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 17 
Limerick St., Stamford, CT 06902. Pur-
pose: Landscaping and hardscaping.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF TAX-
SOLUTION4EXPATS.COM, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/14/2016.Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Seung Yup Kang, 27 Overlook 
street, Mount Vernon, New York 10552. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
CORE REALTY LLC FILED WITH 
SSNY ON 12/6/16.  Office in Westches-
ter County.  SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 829 Franklin Avenue, Thorn-
wood NY 10594.  Purpose:  any lawful 
purpose.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

MODULAR CONSTRUCTION
EINSTEIN MODULAR CONSTRUC-
TION- WHOLESALE FACTORY DI-
RECT PRICING. VISIT WWW.EIN-
STEINMODULARCONSTRUCTION.
COM TO VIEW PLANS AND INVOIC-
ES. WE WILL BUILD ANY PLAN. 845-
734*EMC2(3622)

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! Catskill 
Mtn Farm Land! 39 acres- $84,900 (cash 
price) Incredible valley views, fields, 

woods, spring, stonewalls! Twn rd, utili-
ties! Terms are avail! 888-905-8847 NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast) Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an Old Florida fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from 89,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

READING TUTOR
 M.S. Ed.,  Ph.D.  Remediation and support 
for children in grades 1-4 experiencing 
reading difficulties.  Phonics-based 
instruction with a strong emphasis on 
confidence building.  amslitskills.com

TRAINING
O.S.H.A.   10 Hr. Outreach COMPLI-
ANCE SAFETY TRAINING CON-
STRUCTION (IN ENGLISH) HELD AT 
THE ELKS LODGE #2101 RT. 22 Brew-
ster or company facility’s Putnam, West-
chester, Duchess, CT Must pre- Register
845-743-5324 EMAIL-macarcich@gmail.
com Authorized Outreached trainer 
#1285-C0100219

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include the 
words “Happenings Calendar Submission” 
in your email subject line. Entries 
should be sent to Pat Casey at pcasey@
theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Jan. 17
Stories & Stuff: To The Moon. 

Preschool story time, including a craft 
activity, for ages 4 and 5 without adult. 
Literacy connections are made at Stories 
& Stuff where stories are centered around 
a theme and children listen and interact 
with corresponding rhymes, songs and/
or finger plays. A final craft project ties 
in with the topic fostering a sense that 
stories are imaginative, yet lasting, and 
continue to enrich our creative thoughts 
and play; 4:30 p.m.; White Plains Library, 
100 Martine Ave., White Plains. 

Tuesdays at Dorry’s. A conversation 
about president-elect Donald Trump’s 
agenda. As Donald Trump’s inauguration 
approaches, we hear more and more about 
policies he’s proposed and the Cabinet and 
advisors he will rely on. Congress is likely 
to make implementation easy. Those of us 
who are in vigorous opposition and deep 
fear need to know where to go. Which 
local groups are you affiliated with, and 
what are they doing? In what activities are 
you willing to participate? What skills and 
experience can you offer? Have you been 
an activist before, and are you willing now? 
How? Michael Hackett will ask us to share 
with each other, and he’ll be assisted by 
two long-time organizers: Nada Khader, 
Executive Director of WESPAC and Doris 
Dalton, Executive Director of Westchester 
MLK Institute. Come hear from them, and 
we will hear from you as well. Tuesdays@
Dorry’s gathers conservation partners 
every Tuesday to share a meal and learn 
from presenters invited each week. Food 
ordering starts at 5:30 p.m. presentation 6 
to 7 p.m. Dorry’s Diner, 468Mamaroneck 
Ave., White Plains, 914-682-0005. 

Wednesday, Jan. 18
Noonday Getaway Concert. 

Downtown Music at Grace welcomes The 
Memling Ensemble, six of New York’s 
finest players. They join forces to perform 
the charming Overture to “La Dame 
Blanche” of Francois-Adrien Boieldieu 
and the Symphony No. 2 in D Major, 
Opus 36 of Ludwig van Beethoven as 
arranged by Johann Nepomuk Hummel; 
30-minute free concert; 12:10 p.m. at 
Grace Episcopal Church, 33 Church St. 
(Main Street at Mamaroneck Avenue), 
White Plains. This concert has been made 
possible with the generous support of 

White Plains Hospital
Lunchtime Meditation. At the White 

Plains Library a weekly meditation 
program. No registration or equipment 
necessary. Starts promptly at 12:15 p.m. 
with the first few minutes devoted to 
beginning instruction. For information 
please contact 914-422-1496 or 
cdeschamps@whiteplainsny.gov. The 
White Plains Public Library is located at 
100 Martine Ave., White Plains.

Thursday, Jan. 19
“Fantastic Planet.” Nothing else has 

ever looked or felt like this animated 
marvel. A politically minded and visually 
inventive work of science fiction, it’s 
set on a distant planet where enslaved 
humans finally rebel against their violent 
oppressors, giant blue natives known as 
Draags. With its coolly surreal cutout 
animation, brilliant psychedelic jazz 
score and wondrously inventive creatures 
and landscapes, this Cannes award-
winning 1973 counterculture classic is a 
perennially compelling statement against 
conformity and violence. Part of the Retro 
Revival Series. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 3 and 
7:30 p.m. Members: $8. Non-members: 
$13. Info and tickets: Visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.

Friday, Jan. 20
“Know the 10 Signs: Early Detection 

Matters.” This program looks at the early 
warning signs of Alzheimer’s disease. 
Early detection is important because it 
allows more time to begin drug therapy, 
enroll in clinical studies and plan for 
the future. Presented by the Alzheimer’s 
Association Hudson Valley chapter. 
Bronxville Public Library, 201 Pondfield 
Rd., Bronxville. 11 a.m. Free. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 800-272-
3900 or 914-337-7680.

Saturday, Jan. 21
Teaching Trails: A Community Path 

for Environmental Education. Join guided 
trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat.  Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
11:30 a.m. Free. Every Saturday and 
Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Saddle Up Saturdays With Jonathan 
Demme: “Rio Bravo.” This series returns 
to try and recapture the heady thrill of 
settling into the theater for the delicious 
ritual of getting immersed in a full-tilt 
Saturday Western matinee. Demme 
will appear at select screenings. Jacob 

Burns Film Center, 364 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. Noon. Members: $8. Non-
members: $13. Most Saturdays through 
March 25. Info and tickets: Visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.

“Belle & Sebastian.” In World War 
II France, six-year-old Sebastian tames 
the enormous, yet gentle mountain 
dog Belle. When the Nazis arrive and 
begin rooting out resistance members, 
Belle and Sebastian prove their loyalty 
to the village and each other when they 
undertake a treacherous journey to help 
the cause. Followed by making a 3D 
dog (on Jan. 21 only). Jacob Burns Film 
Center, 364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 
Noon. Members: $8. Non-members: $13. 
Children (under 13): $7.50. Also Jan. 22 
at noon and Jan. 26 at 3 p.m. Info: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Indoor Crafts. Warm up inside and 
have fun making a variety of craft items. 
Cranberry Lake Preserve, Old Orchard 
Street, North White Plains. 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
$4. Pre-registration required by Jan. 17. 
Info and pre-registration: 914-428-1005.

Yoga Workshop. Connecting to 
Source Through Meditation, Postures, 
Mantra and Sound. Jeff Migdow, a 
holistic physician and Reiki master 
and practitioner for over 25 years will 
lead this workshop on practices such 
as meditation, postures, pranayama 
and mantra/sound vibration, which are 
designed to increase the flow of prana in 
our bodies and minds to facilitate healing 
and expand consciousness. Experience 
how these practices speed the flow of 
energy/prana throughout our entire 
being and release stress/karma from our 
physical, pranic and mental bodies. Bring 
a yoga mat. Yoga Studio at Club Fit, 584 
N. State Rd., Briarcliff Manor. 1:30 to 
4:30 p.m. Advance registration: Yoga 
Teachers Association members--$45. 
Non-members: $65. At the door: YTA 
members: $55. Non-members: $75. Pre-
registration requested. Info: contact 
Audrey Brooks at 914-582-7816 or e-mail 
ytapresident@gmail.com. Registration: 
Visit www.ytayoga.com.

“They Call Us Monsters.” A powerful 
new documentary about violent juveniles 
between 14 and 17 years old who can 
be tried as adults. They are accused of 
heinous crimes – murders and attempted 
murders –that leave their victims’ families 
shattered. The film takes the viewer into 
The Compound, a high-security facility 
in the middle of Sylmar Juvenile Hall, 
to meet three offenders awaiting trial. 
Followed by a discussion and Q&A with 
the director Ben Lear. The Picture House 

Regional Film Center, 175 Wolfs Lane, 
Pelham. 4 p.m. $15. Seniors, students 
and members: $12. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.thepicturehouse.org.

The Maccabeats. Often traveling with 
little more than the shirts on their backs 
and the ties around their necks, the 
Maccabeats have entertained and inspired 
hundreds of audiences worldwide, 
from  Alabama to (New)  Zealand and 
everywhere in between. Using nothing 
more than the unadulterated human 
voice, a clean-cut presentation and a 
little Jewish humor, this unique group 
of singers is able to connect with fans of 
all backgrounds and ages. White Plains 
Performing Arts Center, 11 City Place, 
White Plains. 8 p.m. $25 to $40. Info 
and tickets: 914-328-1600 or visit www.
wppac.com.

Grande Romanza: Scenes of Love 
and Passion From Opera, Operetta 
& Broadway. Renowned for glorious 
operatic voices, Stefano and Nina 
Tanchietti, the magical tenor and 
soprano duo, portray musical scenes 
of love and passion from the beloved 
favorites of Broadway, operetta and opera. 
With vocal virtuosity and spellbinding 
theatrical portrayals, they demonstrate 
extraordinary versatility in dramatization 
and musicality. Fully staged scenes of 
choreographed and costumed duets, solos 
and dances will be presented. Westchester 
Community College’s Academic Arts 
Theatre, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 
8 p.m. $22. Senior and students: $20. 
Children (under 13): $16. Info and tickets: 
914-606-6261 or visit www.sunywcc.edu/
smartarts.

Sunday, Jan. 22
Project FeederWatch. Whether 

you’re a beginning birder or a budding 
ornithologist, we’ve got you covered in 
this new program for nature and bird 
lovers. Join a naturalist for morning 
bird watching, gather data for Project 
FeederWatch and brush up on local bird 
identification. For children seven years 
old and up. Greenburgh Nature Center, 
99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 10 to 11 
a.m. Free. Every Sunday and Monday. 
Info: 914-723-3470  or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Animal Tracks. Search trails for 
animal tracks, scats and signs of animal 
activity. A fun and informative walk 
through the forest. All ages welcome. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11 a.m. to noon Free. 
Info: 914-723-3470  or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.
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EX AMINER SPORTS

Garden of Dreams Night 
for Children Says it All

By Albert Coqueran
Thursday, Jan. 12, was a special 

evening at the Westchester County 
Center. The Westchester Knicks teamed 
with the Garden of Dreams Foundation 
to host Garden of Dreams Night, as 
28 children from the Make-A-Wish 
Hudson Valley, Children’s Village and 
Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital had 
dreams come true while participating 
in special experiences surrounding 
game-time at the Westchester Knicks 
versus Fort Wayne Mad Ants game.

Nicholas Alholm, 12 years old from 
Yorktown, signed a One-Day Contract 
to play for the Westchester Knicks, 
Tyler Mejorado experienced being an 

Honorary General Manager, Julianna 
Vano, an 11 year-old girl from Yorktown 
Heights, was an Honorary Westchester 
Knicks Dancer and Matthew Welling, 
an 11 year-old, who attends the Music 
Conservatory of Westchester thrilled 
fans by signing two songs at halftime.

“I think it is great. Being part of the 
Westchester Knicks we always wanted 
to be a great representative of Madison 
Square Garden and extension of the NY 
Knicks. When the Knicks do things like 
this in partnership with The Garden of 
Dreams it is an incredible way to extend 
the whole Knicks Family’s energy, 
the love,” stated Westchester Knicks 
General Manager Allan Houston.

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS

Westchester Knicks General Manager Allan Houston (center) with Honorary General Manager Tyler 
Mejorado (left) signed Nicholas Alholm (right) to a One-Day contract to play for the Westchester Knicks, 
on Thursday, Jan. 12. Alholm holds his number eight jersey that he wore that night. Both Mejorado and 
Alholm were participants in Garden of  Dreams Night. “It feels awesome,” thrilled Mejorado, who battled 
a liver disease since he was six years old and had a liver transplant in 2012. “Getting to meet Allan 
and seeing his day-to-day work as a GM is really nice,” acknowledged Mejorado, who spent much of  his 
younger life at Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital. 

Westchester Knicks General Manager Allan Houston (left) watches sixth grader Nicholas Alholm from 
Yorktown put his signature on a One-Day Contract to play for the Westchester Knicks. Alholm is an 
avid basketball player and was granted a dream come true as Player for the Day for the Westchester 
Knicks through the Garden of  Dreams Foundation, on Garden of  Dreams Night at the Westchester  
County Center.

Matthew Welling, (center) is joined by [l-r] his grandmother Michele Schoenfeld, the Clerk of  the White 
Plains Board of  Education, his friend Kaelyn Lalla-Cappa and Westchester Knicks Mascot Hudson in the 
stands at the County Center before he performed at halftime of  the Westchester Knicks versus Fort Wayne 
Mad Ants game, as part of  Garden of  Dreams Night. “It is wonderful to have him here in Westchester, I 
told all my friends they do not have to travel to see him,” said Schoenfeld. Welling has also performed at 
Madison Square Garden during halftime of  a New York Knicks game and at Radio City Music Hall. 

Julianna Vano (center), an 11-year-old girl from Yorktown 
Heights, had her “Wish” granted in March 2016 to travel to 
Hawaii through the Make-A-Wish Hudson Valley. Vano had 
another dream come true as she danced with the Westchester 
Knicks Dancers, during the local Knicks game against the Fort 
Wayne Mad Ants, as part of  Garden of  Dreams Night. 
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EX AMINER SPORTS

After signing a One-Day Contract to play for the Westchester Knicks, as part of  Garden of  Dreams Night, 
Nicholas Alholm (right) joins the pre-game warm-ups with the team, as local Knicks guard Courtney Fells 
(left) evaluates his shooting form. 

Westchester Knicks Public Address Announcer Mark Fratto (right) let’s everyone know who the feature 
attraction is at the announcer table at the Westchester Knicks vs. Fort Wayne Mad Ants game, as 
Honorary Public Address Announcer Jeremy Dickinson (left) grabs the microphone to say a few words. 
Dickinson through the Make-A-Wish Hudson Valley participated in Garden of  Dreams Night, at the 
Westchester County Center, on Jan. 12. 

Matthew Welling, a fifth grade student at Mamaroneck Avenue School, who also attends the Music 
Conservatory of  Westchester, sang two songs at halftime of  the Westchester Knicks vs. Fort Wayne Mad 
Ants game, as part of  Garden of  Dreams Night, at the Westchester County Center. “It feels great, it is 
my hometown and I get to perform in front of  my people! I sang ‘Cold Water’ by Justin Bieber and ‘Music 
and Me’ that I wrote,” proclaimed Welling. 

Eddie Kam, a 14-year-old boy from Larchmont, sang the National Anthem as part of  Garden of  Dreams 
Night to kickoff  the Westchester Knicks vs. Fort Wayne Mad Ants game. 

Legendary Ossining High School Girls Basketball 
Coach Dan Ricci (right) escorted five members 
of  his Ossining Girls Basketball Team to the 
Westchester Knicks vs. Fort Wayne Mad Ants game 
and they took in all the festivities encompassing 
Garden of  Dreams Night, at the Westchester County 
Center, on Jan. 12.  
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CHEERS TO

MAKE IT YOUR LUCKIEST.

Blackjack, Three Card Poker, Baccarat, Craps and Roulette are video lottery games operated by the New York Lottery.  Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or 
wager on horses. Please play responsibly. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, help is available. Call the 24-hour toll-free help line at 1-877-8HopeNY.


