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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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By Pat Casey
The White Plains Common Council 

approved a settlement agreement with 
the French American School of New York 
(FASNY) with a 4 to 3 vote at its Sept. 6 
meeting, suspending current litigation 
between the entities and opening the door 
for FASNY to present a new Site Plan for 
the school’s development.

Public attendance at the meeting creat-
ed a full house, with applause and cheers 
as well a ‘boos’ frustrating Mayor Tom 
Roach who asked the audience several 
times to refrain from offensive behavior.

The vote to approve the settlement fell 
along the same lines as previous votes 

regarding the FASNY proposal. Council 
members John Kirkpatrick, John Martin, 
Beth Smayda, and Mayor Tom Roach vot-
ed to approve the stipulation settlement. 
Council members Dennis Krolian, Na-
dine Hunt-Robinson and Milagros Lec-
uona voted against it.

Before the vote Councilman Krolian 
twice proposed tabling discussion for 30 
days so he could take more time to review 
the agreement. Councilwoman Lecuo-
na seconded the motion both times, and 
both times Krolian’s motion was voted 
down.

In stating their reasons for negative 
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By Martin Wilbur
Westchester County and many of its 

communities spent a sparkling Sunday 
afternoon remembering and reflecting on 
the 15th anniversary of Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks.

Throughout the day somber but uplift-
ing ceremonies recalled the nearly 3,000 
lives lost at the World Trade Center, the 
Pentagon and the four airplanes that were 
crashed, along with the first responders 
who bravely rushed into the twin towers. 

The day culminated with the county’s 
annual ceremony at Kensico Dam Plaza 
in front of Westchester’s 9/11 memorial 
The Rising. 

“Our remembrance tonight is bitter-
sweet,” said County Executive Rob Astori-
no. “We come here to grieve what was so 
wrongly taken from us. And yet beneath 
these silver beams pointing to heaven, our 
prayer is a celebration of all that is good.”

The nearly hour-long program featured 
the reading of the names by relatives and 
county officials of the 123 Westchester 

residents lost that day. Family and friends 
of many of those who perished placed 
flower bouquets, and in some cases, pic-
tures of their loved ones in front of the 
panels with their engraved names that 
ring The Rising.

Earlier, Rep. Nita Lowey at ceremo-
nies in New Castle and Armonk, pledged 
to maintain the needed resources for a 
strong military and law enforcement do-
mestically.

“We all work together to stop terrorism 
abroad and at home,” Lowey said. “United 
together we will continue to endure and 
to protect the American way of life.”

In White Plains six American flags flew 
over city hall as homage to the residents 
of White Plains who gave their lives. A 
morning remembrance service was held 
at Liberty Park on Lake Street, the perma-
nent memorial site for these residents. 

North Castle Supervisor Michael Schil-
iro said it is crucial for Americans to re-
member the victims of 9/11 and the sac-Local politicians and dignitaries gathered at twilight at Westchester County’s 9/11 memorial, The Rising, 

for a solemn commemoration Sunday.

This past July the Sprain Brook Park-
way  in Greenburgh was closed for five 
hours as a result of a chemical spill. Mo-
torists were very frustrated and upset and 
contacted Greenburgh Town Supervisor 
Paul Feiner who wrote to the State De-
partment of Transportation suggesting a 
turnaround be built in the center median 
of the parkway for motorists caught in 
traffic due to emergency situations. 

“A turnaround would provide motor-
ists and first responders with the ability 
to avoid these long delays in the future,” 
Feiner said.

Last week Feiner received a response 
from NYSDOT Regional Director Todd 

B. Westhuis, indicating he would look 
into the possibility of constructing such a 
turnaround.

“The NYSDOT has an active Traffic 
Incident Management (TIM) team in the 
Hudson Valley region. This team,  which 
includes NYSDOT, New York State Po-
lice and other state and local emergency 
response agencies, was charged with both 
the swift and safe clearance of the inci-
dent and the management of the traffic 
it generated. We view each incident as an 
opportunity to review best practices and 
have done so in this instance,” Westhuis 
wrote to Feiner. 
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rifices made by police and firefighters and 
servicemen and women in the military. 
Despite the passage of time, ceremonies 
on Sept.11 must always continue. 

“It should never end,” Schiliro said 
during the town’s late afternoon ceremony 
at Wampus Brook Park. “They should ex-
ist forever because (of) two main reasons: 
never forget those who fell that day. All of 
us surely have somebody we remember 
closely. But it also gives us a very stern re-
minder of the people who protect us every 
day. You have to look no further than the 
people on my left and on my right, and 
those people who do it on a daily basis.”

Astorino said that in the time since the 
attacks, there is a generation of Sept. 11 
sons and daughters growing up who were 
either too young to remember a parent 
who died that day or who weren’t born 
yet. He recalled how President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, shortly after the Pearl Harbor 
attack, wrote a letter to the future Presi-
dent in 1956 to have a young American 
considered for admission to West Point as 
“an act of faith in the destiny of our coun-
try.”

Caitlyn Lyons was 13 months old and 
her sister, Mary Michael, wasn’t born yet 
when their father, Michael, a New York 
City firefighter, was killed on Sept. 11. She 
is now a junior at Westlake High School 
in Mount Pleasant, while Mary Michael is 
a sophomore. Both are excelling in school 

and sports while Caitlyn is a talented art-
ist, Astorino said. 

Similarly, Ryan and Ethan Zeplin, who 
both attend Rye Country Day School, lost 
their dad, Marc, a Cantor Fitzgerald eq-
uities trader on Sept. 11, he said. Today, 
Ryan, a senior, and Ethan, a sophomore, 
are varsity athletes and honor students.

“There is no stronger renewal of Pres-
ident Roosevelt’s act of faith than seeing 
Caitlyn, Mary Michael, Ryan and Ethan 
here tonight,” Astorino said. “They give us 
confidence that whatever our challenges, 
our future remains an optimistic one.”

Board of Legislators Chairman Michael 
Kaplowitz said the horrific nature of the 
losses for the victims and their loved ones 
makes it necessary for the entire commu-
nity to grieve and remember.

“This far too public loss that brings with 
it a necessity and a responsibility to collec-
tively mourn,” Kaplowitz said. “The Rising 
memorial is a fitting and august place 
for our congregation, but it also provides 
hope and optimism for the future, for 
without such hope we cannot move on.”

Astorino said the ceremony and the 
memorial is not only to pay tribute to the 
dead, but also to help everyone re-evaluate 
their lives. 

“It is a chance for all of us to hit the 
“pause” button on the overstuffed, over-
stimulated and over-the-top activities 
that consume our daily lives,” he said, 

“and quietly ask 
ourselves what are 
the really import-
ant things for us to 
accomplish during 
our short time on 
earth?”

In Greenburgh, 
Town Supervisor 
Paul Feiner has 
been looking for 
ways to restore the 
9/11 tile-mural at 
Richard Presser 
Park on Central 
Avenue. The wall 
contains 1500 in-
dividual tiles high-
lighting local art-
ists’ feelings after 
9/11 and includes 
an historic artifact 
from the World 
Trade Center. The 
town’s annual 9/11 
ceremonies are held 
at the wall. Over the 
years due to weath-
er the tiles began to 
fall off. In 2011 the 
Greenburgh Arts 
Council worked with a mason to restore 
the broken tiles, but the problem has con-
tinued. Last month Westchester BOCES/

Center for Career Services committed to 
restoring and maintaining the wall as a 
school project.

–Pat Casey contributed to this story.

Repair and maintenance of  Greenburgh’s 9/11 Memorial wall will be a 
Westchester BOCES/Center for Career Services school project.
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Graffiti Squad Tackles Vandalism at Hamilton Avenue Bridge
Local volunteers have formed a Graf-

fiti Squad to counter vandalism at vari-
ous county parks. The effort is a program 
of the Westchester Parks Foundation 
(WPF). 

The first project for the team was the 
Bronx River Reservation walkway bridge 
at Hamilton Avenue in White Plains 
where graffiti was scrubbed away and 
painted over on Aug. 30. 

Many of Westchester’s stonework 
bridges and other structures have fallen 
victim to similar vandalism.

“People in our community may be 
blind to the fact that there is a graffiti 
problem in Westchester County, but it 
is indeed a real issue that we are hop-
ing to help fix,” said Joanne Fernandez, 
chairperson for the Westchester Parks 
Foundation, formerly known as Friends 
of Westchester County Parks.  “Thanks 
to a group of volunteers who believe in 
keeping our county parks beautiful, we 
are on a mission to remove vandalism 
where we can.”

Men and women of all ages and from 
various parts of the county came togeth-
er to clean the graffiti along the Reser-
vation. They also applied an eco-friendly 
coating to the surface that will allow any 
future graffiti to be wiped away.

“Many families use Westchester Coun-
ty parks,” said Dimitri Ververis, who 

lives in the Bronx and works in Yonkers. 
“I used to go to the parks when I was a 
little kid so I know it should be a beau-
tiful place for families to enjoy. I want-
ed to help out so we can make this area 
more appealing and not scary for kids.”

Elizabeth Ramos of Yonkers added, 
“We volunteer with the Westchester 

Parks Foundation on a monthly basis 
and this is a great project because it al-
lows us to beautify the area for walkers 
and bicyclists.”

It is the mission of the Westchester 
Parks Foundation to encourage contin-
ued investment in Westchester County’s 
18,000 acres of parks, trails and open 

spaces. Since its inception in 1977, the 
nonprofit organization has held close to 
the notion that it is critical to provide 
ongoing support for maintenance, civic 
improvement and access to nature.

To find out how to become a member 
of the Graffiti Squad, to be a sponsor of 
the program, or to participate in other 
volunteer opportunities, call 914-231-
4548. 

For more information about the  
Westchester Parks Foundation vis-
it thewpf.org.

Members of  the Westchester Parks Foundation Graffiti Squad tackled vandalism at White Plains’ Bronx 
River Reservation walkway bridge at Hamilton Avenue.
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NYSDOT Looking Into 
Center Median Turnaround 
on Sprain Brook Parkway
continued from page 1

“With regard to your request for a 
turnaround area, we will investigate the 
possibility of locating one in the cen-
ter median. It is important to note that 
a turnaround would still require active 
traffic management during an incident 
in order to assure that vehicles using the 
area do not cause crashes in the opposite 
direction, potentially multiplying the ef-
fects of the original incident,” Westhuis 
further wrote.
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White Plains Council Votes to Accept FASNY Settlement Agreement
continued from page 1
votes, both Krolian and Lecuona said the 
resolution was rushed, coming to coun-
cilmembers just before the long Labor 
Day weekend. Krolian advised the city to 
hold out and continue to pursue the ap-
peal against the FASNY lawsuit because he 
believed the city could ultimately win. 

“A court cannot order a city agency to 
give up a public road,” Krolian said, refer-
ring to the proposed closing of a portion 
of Hathaway Lane, an integral part of the 
FASNY Site Plan before the council in 
2015. Krolian also suggested accepting  
the settlement would create a negative 
precedent and sets the city up for future 
litigation.

Lecuona called the settlement a “rush, 
rush” by FASNY and the city. She reit-
erated her opinion that all the negative 
impacts of the project had not been ad-
dressed. “The alternative site plan could 
easily be a Phase 1 project,” Lecuona said. 
She asked why FASNY did not make a new 
application for the new project and won-
dered what the reason was for reducing 
the size of the conservancy.

Councilwoman Hunt-Robinson ex-
plained that her negative vote was against 
fast-tracking a process. “We were very dil-
igent,” with the process in determining if 
the FASNY project was a good fit for the 
city, she said.

Councilman Kirkpatrick said that as 
a land-use lawyer he firmly believes ev-
ery property owner has the right to ask. 

“It is the job of the city to give a full and 
fair hearing,” Kirkpatrick explained. “The 
stipulation settlement requires the city 
to listen to the application,” but does not 
require the city to approve the alternative 
application, he said.

Councilwoman Smayda said she 
thought White Plains might not win the 
appeal and that by voting to approve the 
stipulation settlement, the FASNY site 
plan was removed from the table and legal 
fees suspended. Looking at the financial 
ramifications facing the city, especially if 
the lawsuit continued in Federal court, 
Smayda explained that if the litigation 
went forward there could be about $16 
million in damages (not including legal 
and other fees) to be paid out by the city.

Councilman Martin agreed. Based on 
the rulings and comments made by Judge 
Lefkowitz that White Plans was acting in 
an exaggerated manner, Martin said he 
was not convinced the city could win in 
Supreme Court and could find no credi-
ble reason to vote against the stipulation 
settlement. 

Under the proposed Stipulation of Set-
tlement, the Common Council agrees to 
provide FASNY’s Alternative Plan a dili-
gent and fair review in compliance with 
all applicable laws and regulations, mutu-
ally agreed to milestones, Court-ordered 
oversight for the review process, and the 
staying of all litigation until the Alterna-
tive Plan is determined by the city under 

its normal public 
review procedures. 
The Council is not 
obligated to accept 
the Alternative 
Plan.

The proposed 
Alternative Plan 
includes the follow-
ing features:

•The Upper 
School (grades 
6-12) will be built 
on the already de-
veloped portion 
of the site (“Parcel 
A”) where the club-
house and other fa-
cilities of the former 
Ridgeway Country Club now stand. 

•Hathaway Lane will remain open.
•No environmentally sensitive features 

on the site will be impacted.
•The Lower School (Nursery through 

5th grade) is eliminated from the appli-
cation reducing student population by 33 
percent from 950 to 640, reducing build-
ing square footage by 35 per cent, and sig-
nificantly reducing traffic by another 42 
percent.

FASNY also recorded and created a 51-
acre publically accessible Conservancy on 
part of its land with plans to create east-
west and north-south pedestrian and bi-

cycle paths for neighborhood residents, as 
previously proposed.  Known as “Parcel 
D,” the land has frontage on Bryant Ave-
nue, North Street and Hathaway Lane. The 
conservation easement assures that the 
property cannot be developed, and will 
ultimately be open to the public. The con-
servation easement also will include bike/
pedestrian trails. 

The reduction in conservation ease-
ment from the 78 acres offered by FASNY 
in the original plan reflects the 35 per-
cent reduction in the size of the school 
buildings and the 33 percent reduction in  
the student population under the Alterna-
tive Plan. 

The Common Council vote to accept a stipulation agreement and suspend 
litigation by FASNY against the City of  White Plains brought out the expected 
full-house in Council Chambers.
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Communities Receive Grants for Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvement 
With railroad grade crossing fatalities 

increasing 16 percent nationally over the 
last three years, Congresswoman Nita 
Lowey (D-Harrison) recently welcomed 
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) 
Administrator Sarah Feinberg, Metro-
politan Transportation Authority (MTA) 
Chairman and CEO Thomas Prendergast 
to announce $5,162,417 in FRA grants to 
enhance safety and awareness of rail grade 
crossings in New York State.

“In recent years, tragic rail accidents 
and many near misses have been painful 
reminders of the number of dangerous 
rail grade crossings in the Lower Hudson 
Valley,” said Lowey at a press conference at 
the North White Plains Metro-North Sta-
tion. “I’m pleased these federal funds will 
allow for critical upgrades to crossings 
throughout the MTA system.”

The first $1,347,500 grant will be used 
to add highway traffic signal pre-emption 
to seven grade crossings on Metro-North’s 
Harlem and Port Jervis Lines to activate 
the traffic signals at the intersections and 
allow queued traffic to exit onto the high-
way prior to the activation of the railroad 
grade crossing warning systems.

The local crossings to be improved by 
this grant are: Cleveland Street, Valhalla; 
Lakeview Avenue, Valhalla; Stevens Av-
enue, Hawthorne; Roaring Brook Road, 
Chappaqua.

As part of the second project, $1,904,132 
in upgrades will be made to three grade 
crossings to mitigate hazardous condi-
tions between highway and rail traffic. In 
New York’s 17th Congressional District, 
the roadway, pavement markings, and sig-
nage at the heavily used grade crossing at 
Virginia Road in North White Plains will 
be improved.

The third grant will provide $1,910,785 
to install CCTV cameras to record grade 

crossing movements at 43 grade cross-
ings within Metro‐North territory in New 
York to investigate specific incidents and 
analyze crossing/traffic operations for tar-
geted modifications to improve safety at 
grade crossings.

Local crossings that will benefit from 
this grant are: Hudson Avenue, Peek-
skill; Virginia Road, North White Plains; 
Cleveland Avenue, Valhalla; Lakeview Av-
enue, Valhalla; Commerce Street, Valhal-

la; Roaring Brook Road, Chappaqua.
“A safe railroad network requires 

continuous investment and upgrades,” 
said  FRA Administrator Sarah E. Fein-
berg. “These grants will improve safety at 
hundreds of railroad crossings and make 
important safety upgrades at stations 
across the country. This is an investment 
that is desperately needed—and I urge 
state DOTs to join the FRA in investing 
more in improving safety at crossings.”

These grants are part of the Rail In-
frastructure and Safety Improvements 
Grants program, a new funding opportu-
nity that Congresswoman Lowey secured 
in the Fiscal-Year 2016 Omnibus Appro-
priations Act. These funds are intended to 
improve the safety, efficiency, and reliabil-
ity of passenger and freight rail systems. 

Congresswoman Nita Lowey (D-Harrison) welcomes Federal Railroad Administrator Sarah Feinberg to 
highlight over $5 million for New York grade crossing safety.
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Preserve the Integrity of the White Plains Land Review Process

White Plains Completes Phase Out of Dirtiest Fuel Oils

Letters Policy
We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 
editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to  
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.  

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide their 

name, address and contact information. 

The Common Council’s hastily called 
meeting  on Tuesday  night to consider 
a Settlement agreement on the FASNY 
matter was a new low for open government 
in White Plains. The Mayor and Common 
Council members, Kirkpatrick, Martin 
and Smayda ignored the numerous 
requests by citizens from all over the city to 
postpone any decision on the “Stipulation 
of Agreement. In fact, they voted against 
a motion by Councilman Dennis Krolian 
to defer any decision on the Stipulation of 
Agreement for 30 days so that he and other 
Council members could fully evaluate 
the Stipulation. Such a postponement is 
routinely granted by the Common Council 
as a courtesy. The Council quickly voted 
4-3 to the Stipulation of Agreement with 
Council members Lecuona, Krolian, and 
Hunt-Robinson expressing well-reasoned 
arguments against the resolution. Can 

anyone argue this “Settlement” vote was 
not an obvious attempt to circumvent the 
earlier vote of the Council, which did not 
muster the requisite super-majority vote?

The Common Council chambers and 
outer hallway were filled with FASNY 
opponents despite the Agenda only 
publicly noticed on Thursday evening 
before the Labor Day weekend. There 
were a number of FASNY representatives 
and supporters present including 
Andrea Soros-Colombel, the Chair of 
the school who appeared quite pleased 
by the Council’s action. You may recall 
she earlier published a very threatening 
letter warning our elected officials that if 
they dared vote against the FASNY plan a 
series of lawsuits would ensue.

Lest anyone forget FASNY failed in its 
application last year after a full public 
airing of the project. The City’s appeal to 

the Court of Appeals was viewed to be 
strong. What transpired Tuesday  night 
should alarm every citizen of White Plains 
regardless of party affiliation or view on 
FASNY. This “Settlement” was crafted 
behind closed doors with no input from 
the public and virtually no opportunity for 
the Council members who voted against 
the FASNY road closure to express their 
views. Interestingly, the name of City’s 
outside attorney, Mr. Robert Spolzino, 
who provided such an excellent defense 
against the FASNY suit, was conspicuously 
absent from the Stipulation of Agreement. 

The “Settlement” turns on its head the 
earlier Environmental Findings by the 
Council that explicitly stated that FASNY 
could not use Ridgeway as its entrance 
to the complex nor local streets such as 
Hathaway Lane. Remarkably, the “FASNY 
Four” (the Mayor and Council members 

Kirkpatrick, Martin and Smayda) are now 
considering de-designating Parcel A as 
an “Environmentally Sensitive Site” - a 
blatant and transparent attempt to avoid 
the requirement for a super-majority vote.

Thankfully, the Common Council 
decision has generated outrage from all 
sectors of our City. Attempts to trash 
our zoning laws, land use decisions and 
the will of the people have raised the 
ire of all proponents of good and open 
government.

The Gedney Association intends to 
plan and coordinate its efforts with the 
neighborhood associations already on 
record against the FASNY project as well 
as other citizens who believe the integrity 
of our land use review process has 
collapsed to special interests.

–The Gedney Association, 
White Plains

In July 2014 the White Plains Common 
Council approved legislation phasing 
out the use of the dirtiest fuel oils in all 
commercial and residential buildings 
throughout the city. These oils are 
commonly referred to as # 6 and # 4 fuel 
oils and are primarily burned for heat. 
With the passage of this legislation, White 
Plains became the first municipality in 
Westchester County to take this proactive 
approach.

Fuel oils # 6 and # 4 pose a health risk to 

those who live in and immediately around 
the buildings where they are burned and 
can exacerbate conditions such as asthma. 
They are bad for the environment, 
particularly # 6, because when burned 
they release fine particles that contain 
high levels of nickel, sulfur and other 
pollutants into the air. 

The city’s legislation required the phase 
out of # 6 fuel oil by July 31, 2016 and # 4 by 
June 30, 2020. The Department of Building 
has been responsible for overseeing the 

implementation of the legislation and 
reached out to property owners identified 
as # 6 and # 4 users immediately to provide 
them with a copy of the law as well as 
information about incentive programs 
to facilitate the conversion process. The 
Building Department then followed up 
with property owners using # 6 fuel oil 
by phone and letter during the phase out 
period. 

The city reports that all of the twelve 
# 6 users within the city have complied 

with the # 6 phase out deadline and 
have converted to other, cleaner burning 
fuels. The Building Department will 
continue to monitor the use of # 4 fuel 
oil and commence a program to ensure 
compliance with the phase out of this fuel 
oil by June 30, 2020.

Elizabeth Bonos
Elizabeth Patricia Bonos (Baldes) of 

North Haven, Conn., originally from the 
Kingsbridge section of The Bronx and 
White Plains, entered into eternal peace 
on September 8. She was 79 years old. 

The beloved wife of the late Antho-
ny Bonos (The Greek), “Betty B.” was a 
dance instructor and performed in many 
community theater productions in West-
chester County. Founder of the Three 
Generations Dance Company, her color-
ful personality and vibrant sense of style 

will be greatly missed by all whose lives 
she touched. She is survived by her three 
sons, Anthony (Cynthia), William (Peter) 
and Stephen (Susan); Siblings- William, 
Kathleen, Ann and the late Gary Baldes.

In Lieu of Flowers, please make a tax-
free donation to Connecticut Hospice 
at www.Hospice.com.

Maurice Bourdeau
Maurice “Moe” Bourdeau of West Har-

rison died peacefully on September 8. 
Moe was born in Bridgeport, Connecticut 

on September 22, 1933, son to the late Er-
nest and Blanche Bourdeau. Moe is prede-
ceased by his wife Rosalie Bourdeau and 
survived by his children, grandchildren, 
great grandchildren, and sisters. 

After serving in the United States Army 
from 1953-1955, he had a successful ca-
reer with AT&T and Westchester Coun-
try Club. During retirement Moe enjoyed 
frequenting tag sales, spending time at the 
local country club, and various hobbies 
including assembling model airplanes  
and boats. 

During his last days, Moe and his fam-
ily benefitted greatly from the services 
provided by Jansen’s Hospice and Pallia-
tive Care. In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be sent to: Jansen Hospice and Palliative 
Care, 670 White Plains Road, Suite 213, 
Scarsdale, NY 10583. 
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Man Sentenced in Ossining Roadside Homicide

Joaquin Recinos Garcia (DOB 7/25/88) 
of Yonkers was sentenced to 20 years to 
life after having pled guilty on November 
23, 2015 to one count of Murder in the 
First Degree, a class “A-1” Felony.

On August 24, 2015 at approximately 
6:40 a.m., a jogger running along Route 
133 in the Town of Ossining found, by the 
side of the road, the decomposing body of 
62-year-old Luis Blanco of Yonkers.

An autopsy carried out by the West-
chester Medical Examiner’s Office deter-
mined that Blanco had been stabbed mul-
tiple times in the head, neck and torso. He 
also suffered a bullet wound to the back 

of his head. 
An intensive investigation was carried 

out by the Ossining Police Department, 
the Yonkers Police Department, the West-
chester County District Attorney’s Office 
and the Westchester County Department 
of Laboratories and Research. 

Their investigation revealed that the 
defendant owed the victim money. Blan-
co was scheduled to meet with Garcia on 
August 19, 2015, the day the victim went 
missing.

It was determined that the defendant, 
along with an unindicted co-conspirator, 
picked up the victim in the defendant’s 

Ford SUV in Yonkers on August 19. Gar-
cia told Blanco that he could not pay the 
money he owed him. When Blanco threat-
ened to inform Garcia’s employer, Garcia 
became angry, brandished a screwdriver 
and demanded Blanco hand over all his 
valuables.

Garcia then proceeded to stab the vic-
tim multiple times. The other man in the 
back seat of the SUV then shot Blanco 
once in the back of the head.

The defendant was arrested by Ossining 
Village Police on September 18, 2015. He 
was remanded into the custody of the New 
York State Department of Corrections. Joaquin Recinos Garcia

Woman’s Club of White Plains Accumulating 100 Acts of Kindness
By Colleen Fay

As part of its centennial celebration, 
the Woman’s Club of White Plains has 
embarked on its “100 Acts of Kindness” 
campaign. Philanthropy has long been 
the mainstay of the mission of the Club 
and this year it has sought to “step up” its 
contributions. One of the new additions 
to its charitable efforts is the bimonth-
ly donation/collection drive for a variety 
of local organizations. As summer draws 
to a close, Sue Lynn and Sandy Altman, 
chairwomen of the campaign note that 
the Club is well on its way to completing 
these 100 acts. 

Spearheaded by Peg Robinson, one 
completed project accumulated a total of 
144 jars of peanut butter and jelly for local 
grass roots philanthropy “10,000 PB & J’s.” 
The gift will enable the philanthropy vol-
unteers to prepare over 1,800 sandwiches 
for NYC’s most vulnerable in the coming 
weeks. 

Other recent collections were of pet 
food for the Hudson Valley Pet Food 
Pantry, an organization that helps the dis-
abled and elderly keep their pets by pro-
viding free pet food to them. The Club 
also contributed to Operation Paperback, 
which collects and supplies books to the 
troops overseas and stateside. This was a 
labor-intensive project and involved sort-
ing and packaging over 400 books, which 
were sent to individual soldiers. Items 
were also collected for the Afya Founda-
tion, which gathers and distributes used 
or excess medical equipment to areas of 
health crises. 

White Plains resident, Dorothy Schere 
organized this drive and generously do-
nated the use of her garage to store the 
numerous contributions. 

This summer the Woman’s Club sup-
ported “Team Scott” in Swim across 
America, an annual event whereby swim-
mers take the plunge to raise funds for 
cancer treatments and cures. Team Scott 
is named for Scott McMurray, a former 
White Plains resident who fought a three-

year battle with a rare cancer. The Club 
teamed up with the “Team Scott” swim-
mers at a “Shop & Support” night at LOLA 
New York, a fashion and accessory bou-
tique in White Plains. LOLA generously 
donated 20 percent of all sales from this 
one night event, which raised over $500. 

The most recent collection was for 
the Hour Children’s Center at the Bed-
ford Hills Correctional Facility, a not for 
profit organization that has supportive 
programs for incarcerated mothers and 
their children both inside the Bedford 
Hills Correctional Facility and a transi-
tional housing program for formerly in-
carcerated mothers and their families  in 
Long Island City, Queens. The facility 
has a program where incarcerated moms 
can “shop” for gifts for their children for 
birthdays and other holidays. During the 
summer, local families sponsor children 
to stay with them in order to be near their 
mothers. With so many children visiting, 
there was a dire need for contributions 
particularly for teens and pre-teens. The 
Club had already begun its collection but 
when it received word that the need was 

great and immediate, members of the 
Woman’s Club responded quickly. Within 
one week, a wide variety of gifts and pres-
ents for the children were sent to Hour 

Children. Every item donated from the 
Woman’s Club has already been given to 
a child. 

This year the Club has also made the 
ballroom/auditorium available free of 
charge to local non-profits for a program 
or gathering. In February, the Westches-
ter Children’s Aid Society held their 2016 
Legislative Breakfast: The Next Genera-
tion at the Club and more recently in June, 
NAMI Westchester, the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness, held their Annual 
Meeting and Volunteer Recognition Event 
there. The club hopes other organizations 
can avail themselves of the use of the club 
for one of their events. 

In the coming months, collections will 
include eyeglasses for VSP Global, cell 
phones for Verizon Hopeline, toys for the 
White Plains Youth Bureau Holiday Drive 
and mittens for Head Start (a practice dat-
ing back to the 1970’s). 

For more information about the Wom-
an’s Club of White Plains events and 
membership, see the website www.wom-
ansclubofwhiteplains.org. 

Dorothy Schere and Colleen Fay with Items Collected for the Afya Foundation.

Deb Rigano from the Bedford Hills Correctional Facility and Sue Lynn from the Woman’s Club with 
Donations for Hour Children’s Center. 
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Tree Lover Tells When and if to Plant (and Gripes a Little) 

Driver that Killed Four in Taconic 
Parkway Crash Is Arraigned

Nerim Sinanovic (DOB 2/13/82) of the 
Bronx was arraigned last week on an in-
dictment charging him with four counts 
of Criminally Negligent Homicide, class 
“E” Felonies; one count of Reckless Driv-
ing, a Violation of the Vehicle and Traffic 
Law, a Misdemeanor; and one count of 
Violation of Section 1180 of the Vehi-
cle and Traffic Law, driving a vehicle at 
a speed greater than is reasonable and 
prudent under the conditions. 

On August 15, 2015 at approximately 
2:50 p.m., the defendant was driving his 
BMW SUV northbound on the Taconic 
State Parkway in Yorktown. His wife was 
in the front passenger seat and their two 
young daughters were in the rear seats.

The defendant told New York State 
Police that while driving northbound 
on the Taconic State Parkway he took 
his hands off the steering wheel, turned 
towards the back seat and steered with 
his knees. This caused the vehicle to veer 
to the right. The defendant’s wife then 
grabbed the wheel and the vehicle veered 
left and continued up and over the di-
viding center median between the north 

and southbound lanes.  
The vehicle became airborne and 

crashed into a Toyota Camry, which was 
traveling in the southbound lane. There 
were three family members in that ve-
hicle at the time of the crash. Two sus-
tained massive internal injuries and were 
pronounced dead within hours. The third 
person died on September 15, 2015 at 
Westchester Medical Center. 

The defendant’s children, a two-year-
old and a one-year-old, who were both in 
child seats, were ejected from the vehicle.  
The two-year-old was pronounced dead 
at the scene.

Two additional vehicles, a Ford Escape 
and an Acura RSX were also struck. Those 
occupants sustained non-life threatening 
injuries.

A toxicology report indicated the de-
fendant had a high level of Xanax in his 
system at the time of the crash. 

The defendant pled not guilty. His bail 
was set at $10,000. His next court date is 
September 27, 2016.

The defendant faces a maximum of two 
to four years in state prison.

This article might well be titled “The 
Joys and Agonies of Being a Tree Lover.”

The subject of planting trees comes to 
me each year as we approach autumn be-
cause it’s the perfect time to plant decidu-
ous and evergreen trees as they enter into 
dormancy. And, Lord knows, I have done 
my share of planting trees through the 
years, even though I bought a property 
that was more than half wooded. 

The idea of planting small, manageable 
green things and watching them develop 
over time into sculptures of beauty reach-
ing to the skies in graceful forms and pro-
viding shade, has always appealed to me.

When I saw an ad for what turned out 
to be my dream house in the country, I 
called the owner and asked if it had pri-
vacy, noting that I preferred not seeing 
any neighbors. He answered, “No matter 
which window I look out of, all I see is 
trees.”  

How wonderful, I thought, considering 
that when I looked out of my window in 
the city, all I saw was one scrawny Gingko 
that had been hit repeatedly by cars vying 
for the parking space in front of it. The last 
time I visited the old neighborhood, it had 
finally lost the battle to the cars and hadn’t 
been replaced.

But my 1.5-acre property in upper 
Westchester was laden with generous 

thickets of sugar ma-
ples, honey locusts, ash, 
black walnuts, cherries 
and many other species 
I never bothered to look 
up. Former owners had 
planted some old dog-
wood, ornamental flow-
ering trees and a long 
row of hemlock. 

Having grown up in 
an urban setting with 
no trees, I just enjoyed 
looking at them, often 
reminding myself of 
Joyce Kilmer’s poetic 
turn, “I think that I shall 
never see a poem lovely 
as a tree,” and becoming 
somewhat of an expert 
in shade gardening.

It wasn’t long, howev-
er, before reality set in. 
I learned that trees, es-
pecially the big ones, can fall. Or they get 
sick and have to be removed.  

As recently as last weekend when I was 
returning from vacation, I couldn’t turn 
on to my street because a large maple on 
the edge of my corner property, which had 
looked in perfect health, fell across the 
road, taking with it the telephone, electric 

and cable wires. Thankfully 
the utilities companies, then 
my wonderful local highway 
department, took care of the 
damage; otherwise it would 
have been costly.

I can’t even calculate the 
amount of money I’ve spent 
through the years to have 
fallen or diseased trees re-
moved. Early in the 1970s, 
during a very wet season, 
my dogwoods were all wiped 
out by a fungus infection. In 
the ‘80s, my hemlocks fell 
to woolly adelgid. Then, a 
number of my largest maples 
got “thrip” and slowly with-
ered. One evening we heard 
a thunderous noise as a half 
dead pine fell just inches 
from our house. Each calam-
ity involved the very expen-
sive proposition of dealing 

with tree removal. I started to feel cursed.  
Having become good friends with my 

tree service provider, I asked him why 
it seemed that I had such bad luck with 
trees. He answered simply, “It’s just be-
cause you have so many of them.” 

If there’s any moral to this story, I guess 
it would be to consider the responsibili-

ties that go with a wooded property. If a 
property is lacking trees and you want 
some shade, consider their variety, man-
ageability and distance from the house.

There are certain trees that have been 
very popular either for their beauty or 

fast-growing habits that, from experience, 
I would not recommend. Chief among 
them are the weeping willow, the Bartlett 
pear and the white pine.  

Most people know that the weeping 
willow’s roots are ready to suck all wa-
ter out of the soil and don’t like anything 
else planted near them. Unless you have a 
wetland area on your property and lots of 
space, avoid it.  

Many homeowners and professional 
gardeners regard the Bradford pear as de-
sirable for its pyramidal shape and lovely 
white flowers in spring, but that charac-
teristic shape also makes it very fragile. Its 
branches tend to break during storms or 
strong winds.  

The same goes for the Eastern white 
pine. While they grow fast, they shouldn’t 
be planted close to the road because they 
suffer from salt burn and sustain damage 
in winter when their branches become 
laden with snow.

My favorite tree plantings have been the 
flowering ornamentals – particularly my 
crabapples and weeping cherries – that 
are contained in size and offer the joy of 
flowers in the spring, greenery until late 
fall and not much cleanup to worry about. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associat-
ed with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call  
914-522-2076.

 

 

• 

| 

“A GARRULOUS & ENLIGHTENING PRODUCTION  
WITH A LASTING, REWARDING FLAVOR” The New York Times 

Blood Type: Ragu, the critically-acclaimed Off-Broadway hit,  
stars award-winning writer and performer Frank Ingrasciotta,  

giving a tour-de-force portrayal of over 20 characters who live, love and 
laugh, in this wonderfully funny and genuinely moving solo play exploring an 

immigrant child’s delicate dance between culture and identity. 
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Decisions, Decisions: Wine By the Glass or Buy the Bottle?

By Nick Antonaccio

1008 Brown St. Peekskill NY 10566   Phone: 914-739-0039PARAMOUNTHUDSONVALLEY.COM

FRI. SEPTEMBER 16 AT 8PM                           SAT. SEPTEMBER 17 AT 8PM

NEW RIDERS OF THE PURPLE SAGE
WITH PROFESSOR LOUIE & THE CROWMATIX ALMOST QUEEN

1008 BROWN STREET PEEKSKILL NY   PHONE:914-739-0039 x2            JOIN OUR MAILING LIST FOR A CHANCE TO WIN FREE TICKETS!

AC/DC

WIN PRIZES!
SIGN UP FOR OUR EMAIL LIST FOR 
A CHANCE TO WIN FREE TICKETS,

MEMBERSHIPS AND MORE!

FRI, NOV 6  8PM

PLAYING AT THE PARAMOUNT- ON SALE NOW!

Fri. September 30 at 8PM Fri. November 4 at 8PM
DAVID CASSIDY SOUTHSIDE JOHNNY

AND THE ASBURY JUKES
Fri. October 28 at 8pmSat. October 8 at 8PM

VIC DiBITETTO TO HELL AND BLACKSTARSHIP YESTERDAY-
THE BEATLES TRIBUTE

Sat. October 22 at 8PM
Featuring Mickey Thomas

Fri. October 7 at 8PM

“May I offer you 
a drink?” 

“Yes, I’d like a 
glass of (white, 
red, sparkling) 
wine.” 

This seeming-
ly innocuous in-
terchange with a 

waiter or bartender can be fraught with 
indecision, or worse, a hurried choice that 
yields a mediocre result. 

In today’s dining environment, we’ve 
gravitated to watching our wallets as 
much as our waistlines. (They seem to be 

heading in opposite directions.) Restau-
rants, bars and wine bars understand this. 
Offerings of wines by the glass at reason-
able prices have increased multifold into 
broader and deeper selections of wines 
from around the world. But, “I’ll have the 
house wine” is still the typical response 

when ordering a glass of wine.
Let’s change that behavior pattern. Be 

adventurous. Order wine by the glass with 
the goal of finding a new “favorite” wine. 
Better yet, why order a bottle when you 
can pick and choose multiple wines from 
the by-the-glass list? 

As with most adventures, caution is par-
amount. Be aware of the pitfalls that lurk 
as you navigate through this process. Here 
are my guidelines for how 
and when to order a glass 
of wine, whether seated at 
your restaurant table or 
waiting to be seated at the 
restaurant’s bar. Whether 
meeting friends at your lo-
cal watering hole or social-
izing at a wine bar.

First, the benefits: 
1. When dining with the special person 

in our life, we tend to order one bottle 
for the evening, trying to find a middle 
ground to satisfy differing food prefer-
ences as well as the competing flavors of 
our first and second courses. We rarely 
succeed. This situation cries out for a glass 
(or glasses) of wine perfectly paired with 
individual dishes. 

2. When socializing with friends at a 
local bar, it’s too easy to order generically. 
Be inquisitive. “Which red (white) wines 
are you offering this evening?” Ask the 
server to describe each – the country of 
origin and the style of wine. “The Chilean 

Cabernet sounds appealing. May I sample 
it?” Your server has been trained to lower 
the barriers of selection; multiple choices 
usually lead to multiple glasses. 

3. If you’re like me, you have a life list 
of wines to enjoy before you kick the (ice) 
bucket. Today many restaurants and wine 
bars offer high-end wines by the glass. Are 
they expensive? Yes. Would you other-
wise have the opportunity to check them 

off your life list? Probably 
not. Besides, $25 for one 
glass is an extravagance I 
can better psychologically 
rationalize than $200 for a 
bottle.

Now, the pitfalls: 
1. Financially, wines by 

the glass yield a low return 
on investment for you and 

an extraordinarily high return for restau-
rants and bars. Here’s the math: the typical 
restaurant or bar pour is four to five ounc-
es, which equates to five to six glasses per 
bottle. The average price to you for a glass 
of wine is $8 to $12. The average cost of 
that bottle, at wholesale, is $8 to $12. The 
restaurant or bar typically needs to sell one 
glass to recover their cost of the bottle, not 
including overhead. The remaining pours 
from the bottle are profit. 

2. “I’ll have a glass of the house wine.” 
My advice: never order the house wine. It 
may be convenient to do so in the midst of 
conversation, but by spending a few min-

utes being more selective, you will most 
likely experience a new wine and expand 
your knowledge and palate, for only $1 to 
$2 more than the house wine. 

3. Make sure the wine being poured into 
your glass is the wine you ordered. Rep-
utable establishments will always present 
the bottle as they are pouring; this helps 
you prevent any bait-and-switch tactic. 

Ordering wine by the glass is an excel-
lent way to experiment with new wines. 
Employing a financial analysis can result 
in a cost-efficient experience. Find the 
right balance and you’ve created a win-
win experience. 

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year Pleasant-
ville resident. For over 20 years he has con-
ducted wine tastings and lectures. He also 
offers personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous ex-
perimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@theex-
aminernews.com or on Twitter @sharing-
wine.

“Be aware of the 
pitfalls that lurk 
as you navigate 

through this 
process.”
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please submit 
your information at least three weeks 
prior to your event and include the words 
“Happenings Calendar Submission” in your 
email subject line. Entries should be sent to 
Pat Casey at pcasey@theexaminernews.
com.

Tuesday, Sept. 13
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. This week Rev. 

Siobhan Sargent, Senior Pastor, Memorial 
United Methodist Church will introducing 
herself and speak about evangelism. She 
is concerned that progressive people, 
including progressive Christians, often 
avoid the term because it has been co-
opted by right wing evangelicals to 
mean proselytizing in ways that, in her 
view, radically miss the point of Christ’s 
prophetic message to serve the least and 
the lost. Spreading the “good news” has 
come into our cultural understanding 
to mean justifying racism, bashing gays, 
preaching hellfire and brimstone and 
more. Pastor Siobhan would like to 
reclaim the term to mean what she and 
others believe Jesus intended, and for our 
diverse group at Dorry’s to understand it 
in new ways. Tuesdays@Dorry’s gathers 
conservation partners every Tuesday to 
share a meal and learn from presenters 
invited each week. Food ordering starts at 
5:30 p.m. presentation 6 to 7 p.m. Dorry’s 
Diner, 468Mamaroneck Ave., White 
Plains, 914-682-0005.

WPCNA Meeting. White Plains Council 
of Neighborhood Associations monthly 
meeting, 7:30 p.m., Education House, 5 
Homeside Lane, White Plains. Public is 
invited. Guest panelists include  White 
Plains Realtors  Nick Wolfe,  Ruthmarie 
Hicks, and  Gina  Cipriani LaPlaca, who 
will be leading a discussion of the  real 
estate market in White Plains, how it 
compares with other area municipalities, 
and what factors are currently driving the 
market and home values. 

 
Wednesday, Sept. 14

Outdoor Farmer’s Market. White 
Plains Farmer’s market featuring locally 
grown and organic produce, specialty 

items, flowers, gifts and other goods. 
Open rain or shine from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wednesdays through November 23 at 
Court Street between Martine Avenue 
and Main Street, White Plains. Check out 
the Facebook page for special events and 
vendor news.

Blood Drive. The City of White Plains 
Personnel Department and the American 
Red Cross will provide residents an 
opportunity to roll up their sleeves and 
give blood. The Blood Drive will be held 
at City Hall, 255 Main Street in White 
Plains, from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Donating just one pint of blood can save 
up to three lives and is a wonderful way 
to give back. Pre-registration is available 
at www.redcrossblood.org Sponsor code 
WPCITYHALL.

Noontime Getaway Concert: 
Downtown Music at Grace welcomes 
the return of celebrated Piper Jonathan 
Henken for a program of ancient airs and 
dances of Scotland. This outdoor concert 
will take place in the park at Main Street 
and Mamaroneck Avenue. In the event of 
rain, the concert will take place in Grace 
Church; 12:10 p.m. Grace Church is 
located at 33 Church Street, White Plains.

White Plains Downtown’s Future. 
A discussion about current trends and 
future possibilities sponsored by the 
White Plains League of Women Voters 
and White Plains Rotary Club. Church 
Street School Auditorium; 7 to 9 p.m. 
After a short review of the challenges in 
downtown White Plains, a panel of urban 
planning and development professionals 
who  live, work, and/or invest in White 
Plains will talk about the tools  available 
to influence development and how 
communities can utilize those tools and 
resources to impact change. They will 
share examples of current efforts to boost 
downtown White Plains and success 
stories from other communities. The 
evening will conclude with a discussion 
where the residents of White Plains can 
explore with the panel their thoughts 
and ideas  about what’s possible and the 
best ways to effect change and promote  
growth downtown.

Thursday, Sept. 15
“In Our Son’s Name.” The Ossining 

Documentary and Discussion Series 
presents a screening of this film telling the 
story of White Plains residents Orlando 
and Phyllis Rodriguez, whose son Greg 
perished in the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 
Amid a national environment of anger, 
calls for revenge and the rush to war, these 
two grieving parents stood up for peace, 
forgiveness and compassion and strongly 
opposed the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
Followed by a panel discussion featuring 
the Rodriguez family and Rev. Ron 
Lemmert, former chaplain at Sing Sing. 
Ossining Public Library’s Budarz Theatre, 
53 Croton Ave., Ossining. 6:15 p.m. Free. 
Info: Visit www.ossiningdocumentaries.
org.

Friday, Sept. 16
POW/MIA Candlelight Ceremony.  

At 7 p.m. the White Plains American 
Legion Auxiliary will hold a candlelight 
ceremony at the historic Mitchell house 
(American Legion Post 135) at 57 Mitchell 
Place in  White Plains. Ceremonial 
candles will be lit to remember those who 
served and never returned home, honor 
their sacrifices and teach our younger 
generation about the cost of freedom. The 
ceremony will include POW/MIA flag 
raising, color guard, rifle salute, taps and 
reading of the Role Call of the missing. 
The Public is urged to attend the Legion 
ceremony and light refreshments will be 
available at conclusion. If you would like 
more information on this ceremony, visit 
facebook.com/ALA135.

Saturday, Sept. 17
Neighborhood Health Fair. Free health 

screening for various medical conditions; 
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.; Thomas H. Slater 
Center, 2 Fisher Court, White Plains.

Wellness Family Fun Festival. The White 
Plains Youth Bureau, in cooperation with 
the Coalition for Living Wellness, will 
host the 4th Annual Day of Wellness with 
a Family Fun Festival from 12 to 4 p.m. 
on Court Street between Martine Avenue 
and Main Street, White Plains. The free 
Festival will feature musical performances, 
health and wellness vendors, games, food, 

giveaways, and more. Visit select vendor 
booths and be entered into a raffle from 
which 15 lucky families will be picked to 
attend a free movie and dinner event on 
Monday, Sept. 26. The Family Fun Festival 
is sponsored by White Plains Hospital, 
Westchester County Department of 
Community Mental Health, Fordham 
Westchester, Burke Rehabilitation 
Hospital, Westchester Medical Center, 
Fidelis Care Insurance, and New York 
Presbyterian Hospital Westchester 
Division, Break Bread Not Hearts (Chef 
Giovani Green), Combined Insurance, 
and St. Vincent’s Hospital. 

Sunday, Sept. 18
Islamophobia Panel Discussion: 

“Bullying Policy in Westchester School 
Districts and Muslim and Sikh Students” 
with panelists Afaf Nasher, Executive 
Director, Council on American Islamic 
Relations, NY (CAIR-NY), and Wanda 
Sanchez Day, Acting Legal Director, 
United Sikhs. As a new school year 
starts, the Westchester Coalition against 
Islamophobia (WCAI) is concerned about 
anti-Muslim prejudice that arose after 
9/11 and has been heightened during this 
presidential election season. This climate 
can adversely affect both Muslim and 
Sikh students. Join representatives from 
Westchester County school districts in 
a review of policies and procedures to 
follow if students experience bullying. 
3 p.m., Ethical Culture Society of 
Westchester, 7 Saxon Wood Rd. White 
Plains. For more information email 
wcai@socialjusticepartners.net or phone 
914-261-0468. This event is free and open 
to the public.  Donations will be gratefully 
accepted.

Bicycle Sundays. Bicycle Sundays 
sponsored by Con Edison, New York-
Presbyterian Hospital; Bronx River 
Parkway from Westchester County Center 
in White Plains, south to Scarsdale Road 
in Yonkers; Sundays in September 18 and 
25; 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free to participate; $7 
parking at the County Center lot in White 
Plains.

THE OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
OF BIRTHDAYS
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Egg White Frittata a Favorite Recipe of MP Taverna Chef 

Special Discounts to Spice Up New Rochelle Food Fest 

By Jerry Eimbinder
One of the favorite dishes of chef 

Michael Psilakis is a frittata made with 
spinach, cauliflower and feta cheese.

“This crust-less egg pie is a healthy 
option any time of day, breakfast, lunch or 
dinner,” he said. 

Psilakis opened MP Taverna in 
Irvington in May 2012 and has founded 
many restaurants in the metropolitan 
area. He was a co-star of the BBC America 
cooking competition television series “No 
Kitchen Required,” which launched in 
April 2012.

“Frittatas are open to all manner of toss-
ins,” Psilakis said. “We often use whatever 
blanched vegetables, cheese, that happen 
to be in the refrigerator. I love it tucked 
into a ciabatta sandwich loaf for lunch.”  

Here is his recipe for egg white frittatas 
with blanched vegetables.

Serving size 
Four people
Ingredients
Extra virgin olive oil (to coat the skillet)
1 head of cauliflower cut into florets 

(about four cups), blanched and shocked 
and broken into half-inch pieces

4 garlic cloves, tiny, sliced
4 cups of loosely packed chopped 

spinach
8 large mint leaves, chopped
Kosher salt
Fresh ground black pepper
16 large egg whites, beaten until foamy
1/2 cup crumbled feta cheese
Blanching and shocking vegetables
Blanching and shocking is plunging 

vegetables into boiling, salted water to 
cook until they are firm, yet still soft 

enough to bite into, then plunging them 
into an ice water bath to halt the cooking 
process.

Drain and store the vegetables in a 
container and refrigerate. The same 
boiling water can be used for all the 
vegetables but begin with the cauliflower 
and then progress to the haricots verts 
and broccoli to prevent the white florets 
from taking on a green tinge. A bonus is 
that the leftover cooking water makes a 
light vegetable stock useable in soup, thin 
sauces and deglaze pans.

Blanching is a simple process. Best 
results are obtained if the pot is large 
enough for the vegetables to move around 
freely. Be sure to salt the water liberally.

Try to blanch enough vegetables to 
leave some for snacks. Leftovers can also 
be chopped and tossed for omelets, put 
into a pot with some stock to mix into a 
soup (add Greek yogurt and fresh, soft 
herbs) or toss with pasta.

Bring a large pot of salted 
water to a boil. Prepare an 
ice bath in a large bowl. 
Line a baking sheet with 
paper towels and proceed to 
prepare the vegetables.

Cauliflower preparation
Remove and discard 

the green leaves from the 
cauliflower. Cut the head 
in half lengthwise and cut 
out the solid stem and core 
entirely.

Break into big florets by 
hand. Using a knife, trim 
the larger pieces into half- to 
1-inch pieces. Cut the stalks 
into 1/8-inch thick slices.

Directions
Preheat the oven to 500 degrees. Heat a 

large cast-iron skillet sliced with olive oil 
over medium heat.

Add cauliflower and sear, turning 
occasionally, until golden in places. Add 
the garlic and sauté until golden brown 
and fragrant, then add the spinach and 
cook, tossing until the spinach wilts. Add 
the mint and toss to distribute evenly. 
Season with salt and pepper.

Spread the mixture evenly in the pan, 
then pour the egg whites over. Scatter the 
feta cheese over the eggs. Transfer to the 
oven and bake for 10 to 12 minutes until 
the egg whites are set; they shouldn’t jiggle 
when you shake the pan. Serve in a cast-
iron skillet to keep warm.

Psilakis is a recipient of numerous 
culinary awards including chef of the year 
from Bon Appetit and Esquire and  best 
new chef from Food & Wine and an award 

from Gourmand International for Best 
Foreign Cuisine.

He was an executive producer of 
“No Kitchen Required” with two other 
chefs and traveled the world, cooking in 
challenging and remote locations using 
locally procured ingredients. Psilakis 
wrote the cookbook “How to Roast a 
Lamb,” which was published by Little, 
Brown in2009.

MP Taverna has sister restaurants 
in Roslyn, Astoria, Queens and 
Williamsburg, Brooklyn. The same 
restaurant group also founded Kefi and 
Fishtag, both on Manhattan’s upper West 
Side. 

MP Taverna is located at 1 Bridge St. 
in Irvington. For reservations or more 
information, call 914-231-7854.

 The Restaurant Examiner

The outside patio at MP Taverna in Irvington where executive chef  
Michael Psilakis makes his egg white frittata.

Michael Psilakis, executive chef  and founder of  
MP Taverna in Irvington.

Alvin Clayton, founder of  Alvin & Friends in New Rochelle, which 
will be one of  35 restaurants to participate in this year’s New 
Rochelle Food Fest, featuring five days of  specials, beginning 
on Sunday.

By Jerry Eimbinder
Thirty-five restaurants are scheduled to 

participate in the New Rochelle Food Fest 
that will be held Sept. 18-22, with many 
providing special discounts. 

Prix fixe, three-course meals will be 
available at Alvin & Friends ($27.50), Man-
ville  Soul Caribbean ($29.99) and Jolo’s 
($25).

Alvin & Friends, a southern/Caribbean 
restaurant, offers its prix fixe meal patrons 
a house salad, dessert and a choice of 
three entrées: fried chicken with mac and 
cheese and greens; Jamaican Escovitch ti-
lapia with yellow rice and seasonal vegeta-
ble; or vegetable linguine. Chocolate cake 
will be served for dessert.

The prix fixe meals at Jolo’s, a vegan 
restaurant and juice bar, come with soup, 
marinated kale salad and an entrée.

Beverages, tax and gratuity are extra. 

Customers opting to order 
adult entrées from the regular 
menu will receive a comple-
mentary glass of house wine.

A Caribbean/American eat-
ery called A Place 2 Go is of-
fering a 10 percent discount on 
entrées. D’Chef Restaurants will 
take 10 percent off the cost of 
any entrée (includes two sides) 
and offer a fish selection with a 
side for $11. 

Cosi offers a $7.99 flatbread 
sandwich choice of tomato, ba-
sil, mozzarella, roasted turkey 
club or pesto with chips or baby 
carrots.

Fish on the Run will give a 
free three-fruit smoothie to 
purchasers of an entrée.

A $30 tasting menu will 

be available at NoMa Social (the name is a 
play on North of Manhattan) and will in-
clude a complementary glass of wine.

The Wooden Spoon offers a free dessert 
to purchasers of an entrée.

Other participating restaurants include 
Beechmont Tavern, Carlo’s Restaurant, 
Dubrovnik, Got Thyme, Korean BBQ, 
Mamma Francesca, Patsy’s Pizzeria, 
Pepe’s Place, Texas Roadhouse, Silkie’s Sa-
loon and Tzatziki Greek Grill.

For more information, visit www.newro-
chelleny.com/foodfest.  

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTO 
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AUCTIONS
Multi-Property NY & PA Land Auction 
240± Acres Timberland Minerals Sept 
30 1 PM TimberlandAuction.com 570-
835-4214 UC- Jelliff Auction Group Lic # 
AY002118

Real Estate Auction: Former KeyBank 
building. 2,600 sq. ft., brick, 60 x 92 lot, 
1166 Cook Street, Dannemora, NY, across 
from Prison, $13,500 Starting bid, Details: 
RealEstateAuction.com, 844-247-7653

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Joe Today @ 914-310-5153

FARMING
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a Free Base Camp 
Leasing info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-
1507 www.BaseCampLeasing.com

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAWN AND GARDEN
Privacy Hedges, LIMITED SUPPLY, 6ft 
Arborvitae, Fast Growing, Reg $129 Now 
$69, Beautiful, Bushy, Nursery Grown. 

FREE Installation/FREE delivery, Other 
Trees Available! 844-592-3327, www.low-
costtreefarm.com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION OF

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 1005 
LECTURES, LLC

FIRST: The name of the Limited Liability 
Company is 1005 LECTURES, LLC (here-
inafter referred to as the “Company”)
SECOND: The Articles of Organization of 
the Company were filed with the Secretary 
of State on April 18, 2016. THIRD: The 
County within the State of New York in 
which the office of the Company is locat-
ed is Westchester. FOURTH: The Secre-
tary of State has been designated as agent 
upon whom process against the Company 
may be served.  The post office address 
to which the Secretary of State shall mail 
process is 23B Washington Avenue, Pleas-
antville, New York  10570. FIFTH: The 
Company is organized for all lawful pur-
poses, and to do any and all things nec-
essary, convenient, or incidental to that 
purpose. Dated:  August 26, 2016

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF THE 
KRELL GROUP LLC. Arts of Org. 
filed SSNY on 8/23/2016. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served and mail to 144 Stone Meadow, 
South Salem, NY 10590. Purpose – any 
lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF Pink 
Pulse, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on April 11, 2016. Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: Adila Francis, 1 Al-
exander St Ste 409, Yonkers NY 10701. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF RE-
VALORIZER DIVERSIFIED OPERA-
TIONS, LLC. Arts of Org filed with Secy 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 06/24/2016. Of-

fice loc: Westchester County - 119 Pond-
field Rd., Suite 924, Bronxville, NY 10708-
0924. United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc. designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail  
process to 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any law-
ful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF JENN 
MANN INTERIORS, LLC. ARTS. Of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 7/07/16.  Office 
location: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to Jennifer Mann, 11 Oneida Street 
Rye, New York 10580. Purpose: any law-
ful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ARCU-
RIAM, LLC.   Articles of Organization 
filed with the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 7/14/16.  Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
The LLC, 15 Ridge Road, Hartsdale, NY, 
10530.  Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WIN-
NERS ROW, LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with SSNY on 4/28/16. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Hakiem Dixon, 33 Lincoln 
Ave, New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose:  
Winners Row, LLC is a full-service en-
tertainment company, inclusive of art-
ist, songwriter, producer and engineer 
management; music publishing; touring 
& merchandising; film & television; new 
business ventures; and a music label.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF EYRIE 
02, LLC. Arts of Org filed with the Secy 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 06/13/2016. Of-
fice loc: Westchester. SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom process may be served 
and shall mail process to the principal 
business address: 20 Oak Rd., Katonah, 
NY 10536. Purpose: Any lawful acts. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ERIKA 
CLEANING SERVICE, LLC. Arts. Of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 7/26/16. Office 
location: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to Erika Da Cunha, 13 Bent Avenue 
Apt. D, Port Chester, New York 10573. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE OF SPECIAL  
MEETING MOUNT PLEASANT  
CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a resolution adopted by the Board 
of Education of the Mount Pleasant Cen-

tral School District (the “District”) that a 
special meeting of the qualified voters of 
said District be and the same is hereby 
called to be held in said District in the 
Westlake High School Gymnasium, West-
lake Drive, Thornwood, New York on 
Tuesday, October 18, 2016 from 7:00 a.m. 
until 9:00 p.m. for the purpose of voting 
on the following proposition:
PROPOSITION: Shall the Board of Ed-
ucation of the Mount Pleasant Central 
School District be authorized to (1) re-
construct various District buildings and 
facilities, including infrastructure and 
site work improvements, construct and 
reconstruct athletic fields and courts, and 
acquire original furnishings, equipment, 
machinery or apparatus, at a maximum 
cost of $39,621,180, (2) expend such sum 
for such purpose, (3) levy the necessary 
tax therefore, to be levied and collected 
in annual installments in such years and 
in such amounts as may be determined 
by the Board of Education taking into ac-
count state aid; and (4) in anticipation of 
the collection of such tax, issue bonds and 
notes of the District at one time or from 
time to time in the principal amount not 
to exceed $39,621,180, and the levy of a 
tax to pay the interest on said obligations 
when due? The vote upon such proposi-
tion shall be by machine or absentee bal-
lot.  The hours during which the polls 
shall be kept open shall be from 7:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. prevailing time or for as long 
thereafter as necessary to enable qualified 
voters who are in the polling place at 9:00 
p.m. to cast their ballots. Personal registra-
tion of voters is required, and no person 
shall vote whose name does not appear 
on the register of the District.  Any voter 
who has heretofore registered pursuant to 
Section 2014 of the Education Law and 
has voted at an annual or special district 
meeting within the last four (4) calendar 
years or is registered and eligible to vote 
under Article 5 of the Election Law, also is 
eligible to vote at this meeting.  All other 
persons who wish to vote must register.  
Any person may register to vote during 
regular school hours on any week day not 
less than five (5) days preceding the vote 
between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the 
office of the District Clerk, 825 West Lake 
Drive, Thornwood, New York. 
The register prepared by the Board of 
Registration shall be filed in the office of 
the District Clerk, 825 West Lake Drive, 
Thornwood, New York and will be open 
for inspection immediately upon its 
completion by any qualified voter of the 
District from during regular school hours 
on each of the five days prior to the vote, 
except for Saturday, October 15, 2016 and 
Sunday, October 16, 2016.
Absentee ballots may be applied for at the 
office of the District Clerk.  Applications 
for absentee ballots must be received by 
the District Clerk at least seven days prior 
to the vote if the ballot is to be mailed to 

continued on next page

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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the voter, or on or prior to 
October 17, 2016, if the ballot is to be de-
livered personally to the voter.  Absentee 
ballots must be received by the District 
Clerk not later than 5:00 p.m. on October 
18, 2016.  A list of all persons to whom ab-
sentee ballots shall have been issued will 
be available in the office of the District 
Clerk on each business day during school 
hours until the date of the vote.  Any qual-
ified voter may challenge the acceptance 
of the ballot of any person on such list, by 
making his challenge and reasons therefor 
known to the Inspector of Election before 
the close of the polls. Dated:  August 31, 
2016, Mary Beth Mancuso, District Clerk

NOTICE OF FORMATION of WAD-
SWORTH GLOBAL LLC.  Art. of Org. 
filed with  the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on January 24, 2016. Off. Loc.:134 Alta Av-
enue, Yonkers, NY, Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
The address to which the SSNY shall mail 
a copy to is: WADSWORTH GLOBAL 
LLC, 134 ALTA AVENUE, YONKERS, 
NY 10701.  Purpose: Any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: TECH-
FINANCE VENTURES LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with NYS Dept. of State 
on 08/03/2016. Office location: West-

chester County. Secretary of State desig-
nated as agent upon whom process may 
be served and shall mail process to the 
principal business address: 14 Harwood 
Ct, Suite 220, Scarsdale, NY 10583. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GHOST 
PAPER GOODS, LLC. Arts of Org filed 
with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
07/25/2016. Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail process 
to the principal business address: 209 
RIVERDALE AVE 2ND FLOOR, YON-
KERS, NY 10705. Purpose: any lawful 
acts.

LOTS & ACREAGE
ABANDONED FARM LAND SALE! 16 
acres - $29,900 Gorgeous upstate NY set-
ting! Woods, meadows, nice views, apple 
trees, country road frontage just west of-
Cooperstown Lakes! Terms avail! Call 
888-701-7509 or NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

CATSKILL MOUNTAIN LAKE LOT! 2 
HOURS NY CITY! 14 acres - $79,900 ex-
clusive access to beautiful mountain lake, 
wooded privacy, priced WAY BELOW 
MARKET! Terms avail! 888-479-3394

MISC FOR SALE
KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS! Buy 
Harris Bed Bug Killers/ KIT Complete 
Treatment System. Available: Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, homedepot.com

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
New manufactured homes in active adult 
55+ landlease community in historic 
Smyrna Delaware. Close to Rehoboth 
Beach and Dover Downs. Low taxes. 302-
659-5800 or www.BonAyreHomes.com

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS
STUDIO FOR RENT in Jefferson valley, 
no pets and no smoke. (914) 804 4496

TUTORING
WHY HIRE TWO TUTORS? Algebra, 
Chem., Bio, Earth Science. 15 years 
of experience in multi schools req. 
Westchester Community College Senior 
Tutor. Your home or mine (914) 525-
8966.

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ par-
tial weeks. Call for FREE brochure.  
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services. 
1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry 
books, cameras, records, instruments, coins, 
watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. 
PLEASE CALL AARON AT 914-654-1683

CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS Up 
to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Payment 
Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices Paid!! 
Call JENNI Today! 800-413-3479 www.
CashForYourTestStrips.com

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

Trip Back in Time to Benefit Justin Veatch Fund in Fall Concert
Forty-five years ago this month the first 

live album by an American rock band was 
released. The Allman Brothers double 
disc record documented their momen-

tous concert at the Fillmore East NYC in 
March of that year. Fans who were there 
remember and those who weren’t wished 
they had been after listening to the release 
celebrating that occasion. 

On Saturday, Oct. 15, that moment 
can be re-lived as The Justin Veatch Fund 

brings Live at the Fillmore, a tribute to the 
original Allman Brothers band, to Para-
mount Hudson Valley in Peekskill.

Live at the Fillmore, seven star musi-
cians from Phila-
delphia, play the 
music of the All-
mans in one of 
the most distinc-
tive tributes to the 
group’s early years. 
Twin guitars, two 
drummers, per-
cussion and all 
the rest are the 
most true-to-form 
re-creation of that 
musical moment 
in time.  The band 
features Rick Bal-
dassari (guitars/
vocals), Dennis 
Barth (drums/
percussion), Jeff 
Quattro (B3/pia-
no/vocals), Bar-
ron Chandler 

(acoustic guitar/harmonica/vocals), Mike 
Mahomet (bass), Lou Maresca (guitar/
vocals), and Don McCormick (drums/
percussion).

The upcoming concert will also pres-
ent an opportunity for The Justin Veatch 
Fund All Stars to strut their stuff at the 

historic Peekskill Theater. 
“We’re excited about returning to the 

Paramount,” said Jeffrey Veatch, president 
and founder of the fund, who recalled the 
success of last October’s Best of the Eagles 
concert.

“Last year was a blast, but this year we’re 
going to raise the bar,” said fund Vice Pres-
ident Thom Ianniccari, who also serves as 
concert production manager.  “Show up 
and you will see what we mean.”

Tickets are $35 and are available at the 
Paramount Hudson Valley box office. All 
proceeds will go to Justin Veatch Fund 
scholarships and other programs.

The Justin Veatch Fund is a nonprofit 
organization and official New York State 
charity formed in 2009 following the 
death of Yorktown High School senior 
Justin Veatch from an accidental drug 
overdose. Jeffrey Veatch, Justin’s father, 
has presented his multimedia talk A Mes-
sage from Justin, which addresses the is-
sue of substance abuse among young peo-
ple, to more than 24,000 students.  Justin 
Veatch’s story is also told in the documen-
tary Whispering Spirits, which premiered 
in November 2014 at the Jacob Burns Film 
Center and is being screened by commu-
nity anti-drug coalitions in 36 states.

Live at the Fillmore, a tribute to the original Allman Brothers band.
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EX AMINER SPORTS
Crusaders Football Home Opener - Joe Riverso Memorial Game
Stepinac Honors Alumni Firefighters, Police Officer and EMTs in 9/11Tribute 
By Albert Coqueran

When I started to write my story this 
week, I felt sadness overcome me. I usual-
ly do my writing on Sunday and this past 
Sunday was Sept. 11, 2016. It has been 
15 years since the terrorist attacks on the 
World Trade Center. I cannot remember 
ever before writing on September 11, ex-
cept on that ill-fated day.

I was writing for another publication 
at the time in the Bronx. Each Tues-
day morning I would bring my work on 
a computer disk and drop it in the mail 
slot at the office. After returning home, I 
would review my work again to make sure 
of the content. 

On Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2001, while sit-
ting at my desk reviewing my work, I had 
the television on while simultaneously 
peeking at the news broadcast. I was as-
tonished to see a report of an airplane 
crashing into the World Trade Center. I 
thought what a disaster!

However, I had no thoughts of terror-
ism until I witnessed a live broadcast of 
the second airplane crashing into the 
Twin Towers. It was then I became aware 
that life, as I knew it, was about to change.

Stepinac High School does a gracious 

tribute each year, honoring their late foot-
ball comrade Joe Riverso with the Joseph 
R. Riverso Memorial Game. Riverso was 
a student/athlete, star football player and 
coach for the Crusaders, who died at the 
young age of 34 years old in the WTC 
Tragedy. He worked for Cantor Fitzger-
ald.

This year, the Cru-
saders enhanced the 
solemn gesture by hon-
oring Stepinac alum-
ni who serve or have 
served as Firefighters, 
Police Officers and 
Emergency Medical 
Technicians (EMTs) in 
a pregame ceremony.

The Firefighters 
from the City of White 
Plains Fire Department 
who responded to the 
World Trade Center 
Disaster numbered 
140. White Plains Fire 
Department Deputy 
Chief Richard Houli-
han is a 1973 graduate 
of Stepinac H.S. He 
was proud to be in at-

tendance at the Joseph Riverso Game and 
participated in the pregame ceremony.

“We (WPFD) had 140 of our guys go 

down to assist in any way we could and 
everybody is proud of their efforts. I feel 
like I left a little bit of myself down there 
on 9/11, nothing like guys who lost their 
lives or their families but I just want the 
families to know that their loved ones are 
not forgotten,” expressed Houlihan.

Houlihan also took time to tell a story 
close to his heart regarding fallen com-
rade, Lieutenant Ray Murphy of the New 
York City Fire Department (FDNY). 
Murphy died in the WTC Attacks. Mur-
phy’s son Ray Murphy, Jr. also joined the 
FDNY, but his career was cut short as he 
passed away last year due to circumstanc-
es unrelated to the job. 

Stepinac awards the Ray Murphy 
Scholarship each year in memory of Ray 
Murphy, Sr. Houlihan’s son Sean received 
the Ray Murphy Scholarship one year and 

Sean and Ray, Jr. became close friends un-
til Ray, Jr. passed away last year.

Houlihan was part of the crew that hung 
the American Flag on a WPFD Hook and 
Ladder Truck, high above the north end 
zone on the Stepinac Field for the Joe Riv-
erso Game. “We were setting up the flag 
on the truck and Stepinac has some Me-
morial Stones that they will place at a later 
date. I looked down and the first stone I 
saw was dedicated to Lt. Ray Murphy. I 
called my son immediately and he said, 
‘Dad there are no coincidences in life.’ He 
also relayed to me that it is Ray, Jr.’s birth-
day today (September 9),” revealed Houli-
han, as he gathered his emotions. 

The Stepinac alumni Firefighters, Po-
lice Officers and EMTs stood on the field 
and were honored in a pregame ceremo-
ny. “Stepinac turned me from a boy into 
a man and that is what they preach here 
at the school,” said Sean Armstrong, a 
2002 graduate and 11-year member of the 

Firefighters, Police Officers and Emergency Medical Technicians who are Stepinac alumni were honored 
in a pregame ceremony before the Joseph R. Riverso Memorial Game, on Friday, Sept. 9. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS  

With the American Flag raised high in the background on a WPFD Hook & 
Ladder Truck: [l-r] Lt. Gene Kelly (’92) of  the Yonkers Fire Department, 
White Plains Fire Dept. Deputy Chief  Richard Houlihan (’73), Fairfield, Ct. 
Deputy Chief  Kyran Dunn (’76) and WPFD Firefighter Adeian Sgapperotti 
(’82), all Stepinac alumni, joined the pregame 9/11 Tribute. 

Crusaders freshman Sean Jasper (center) grabs a 20-yard reception from quarterback Michael Nicosia 
and runs into the end zone for Stepinac’s first score of  the game. 

Crusaders outstanding junior running back 
Atrilleon Williams put his mark on the game with 
a 21-yard touchdown run in the fourth quarter. 
The Crusaders won their Home Opener, 28-12 
vs. Cornwall and honored their late gridiron 
comrade with the Joseph R. Riverso Memorial 
Game.

The Stepinac faithful had their patriotism on display to commemorate the September 11, 2001 World 
Trade Center disaster, support fellow alumnus Joe Riverso and cheered the Crusaders to victory, as 
Stepinac won their Home Opener vs. Cornwall, 28-12, on Friday. 

continued on next page
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EX AMINER SPORTS
Reptar Proves Worthy But Mansion on Broadway is WP Rec Playoff Champs!

Burke Rehabilitation to host 37th Annual Wheelchair Games

By Albert Coqueran
Manager Steve Pinto’s Reptar team had 

to win three straight games in one night in 
the Men’s A Division of the White Plains 
Recreation Softball League to be crowned 
Playoff Champs. 

Reptar beat the number one seed and 
2016 Men’s A League Champions 6th Boro 
convincingly in the Semifinals, 26-15, in 
the 7 p.m. game. But awaiting them in the 
8:15 p.m. finals was the team that gave 
them their first loss in the double-elimina-
tion playoffs, Mansion on Broadway. 

Consequentially, due to rainouts, the 
Semifinal game and the winner take all 
Championship Series in the number 
four-seeded Reptar case had to be played 
on the same day, Thursday, Sept. 8. MOB 
the number two-seed gained a bye in the 
first round and had already beaten 6th 
Boro and Reptar, so all they had to do 
was win one-of-two games to be crowned 
Champs on Thursday.

Reptar fought gallantly against the 
massive softball-machine called MOB. 

They beat Mansion in the first game of 
the Championship, 13-1, behind good 
pitching by James Butler, staunch defense 
and key hitting. But Mansion, last year’s 
League and Playoff Champs, was not to be 

denied that one win.
After arguing about who was going to 

be the home-team in the Championship 
Game, MOB’s big-hitting Jesse Smith 
took his frustrations out on the ball and 

smacked it over the leftfield brush for a 
two-run homer in the first inning. “I just 
knew that something had to happen to 
wake my team up,” said Smith. 

MOB summoned all their hitters in the 
third inning, while putting up six runs, in-
cluding a two-run triple by Frank Curriv-
an and a two-run homerun by Manager/
right-fielder Joe Pasqualini. MOB scored 
six runs in the third inning to lead 11-3.

It was all but over when Currivan hit 
his second HR of the game, a solo shot in 
the fifth inning and Ray Russo smacked a 
two-run double and scored in 6th inning, 
which made the score 18-6. Mansion on 
Broadway celebrated back-to-back Playoff 
Championships by beating Reptar, 20-10.

“We have a way of hitting our stride at 
the right time. I think a lot of it has to do 
with us playing together for such a long 
time. We never give up,” said Pasqualini, 
whose brother Michael Pasqualini is the 
Proprietor of Mansion on Broadway and 
sponsors the team.

Mansion on Broadway took home the White Plains Recreation Department Softball League Men’s A 
Division Playoff  Championship Trophy for the second consecutive year by beating Reptar, 20-10, on 
Thursday, Sept. 8.
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continued from previous page
Westchester County Police Department. 
“It is nice that this is the type of school 
that reaches out to the people they love 
and the students who attended,” acknowl-
edged Armstrong.

As far as the ensuing game: Stepinac 
followed through with a victory in the 
15th Annual Joseph R. Riverso Memorial 
Game. The Crusaders, while getting ad-
justed to their new roster started slow but 
came out in the second half to score 21 
points in the third quarter to beat Corn-
wall High School, 28-12.

Crusaders new quarterback junior Mi-
chael Nicosia christened freshman Sean 
Jasper with a 20-yard touchdown pass to 
start the scoring in the first quarter. How-

ever, Green Dragons running back TJ 
Gayle matched it by running 50 yards to 
pay-turf in the second quarter. Cornwall 
was without their field goal kicker for the 
game and failed to convert a two-point 
conversion and the Crusaders lead, 7-6. 

There were two Crusaders touchdowns 
called back in the first half and a distress-
ing running into the punter penalty that 
deprived them of great field position at 
1:26 of the second quarter.

But then came, Jonathan “Johnny B 
Good” Gomez, a senior transfer from 
Sleepy Hollow High School this year who 
went from Horseman to Crusaders work-
horse in the second half. 

Stepinac’s Special Team started the re-

vival when they forced a fumble on the 
second-half kickoff, which was recovered 
by linebacker Steve Ramos on Cornwall’s 
21-yard line. Gomez followed-up by pow-
ering his way for a 13-yard gain. On the 
very next play, Gomez plowed his way 
over the goal line for an eight-yard touch-
down run.

After an interception by strong safety 
Devonte Myles at 7:49 of the third quar-
ter Gomez again got on his “horse” and 
ran 53 yards to the Cornwall 21-yard line. 
Junior Running back Atrilleon “Trill” 
Williams took his turn and scampered 
21-yards for the TD.

Gomez in his first game for the Cru-
saders gained 109 yards on seven carries 

and one touchdown. “I want to thank my 
coaches for setting things up and my of-
fensive linemen and teammates for block-
ing for me and helping me find those 
holes,” appreciatively stated Gomez.

Stepinac senior running back Antonio 
Giannico ran 12 times for 125 yards and 
one touchdown. QB Nicosia joined the 
team throwing for 90 yards on 7-for15 
passing and one TD. Crusaders Kicker 
Shane Rafferty was four-for-four on extra 
points.

For the Green Dragons, running back 
TJ Gayle ran for 120 yards on 20 carries 
with two touchdowns. Gayle gained half 
the total offensive yardage for Cornwall, 
whose team gained 240 yards in the game.

Burke Rehabilitation Hospital will 
hold its 37th annual Wheelchair Games, 
a much-anticipated event for wheelchair 
athletes and the community, on Saturday, 
Sept. 24.

When it was introduced nearly four de-
cades ago, the event was one of the first of 
its kind. Today the Games are still known 
for its spirit of inclusion, welcoming wheel-
chair athletes of all ages and abilities. 

Burke’s beautiful 61-acre campus at 785 
Mamaroneck Ave. in White Plains is the 
setting for a day that exemplifies sports-
manship, camaraderie and resilience. The 
Wheelchair Games provides disabled com-
petitors with an opportunity to demon-
strate their ability in a variety of track, field 
and table tennis events. It empowers par-
ticipants to build strength, coordination, 
endurance and self-confidence by being 
active and competitive in an entirely sup-
portive atmosphere.

“Although our annual Wheelchair 
Games are a competition, we emphasize 

camaraderie, encouragement and inclu-
sion for participants of all ability levels,” 
said Richard Sgaglio, senior administrator 
at Burke. “It’s also an unforgettable expe-
rience for children and other members of 
the community to be inspired by the tenac-
ity of the athletes.”

The Wheelchair Games competitive 
categories include a Futures Division (six 

and under), a separate Junior 
Division, adult and separate 
masters levels at age 35 and 
older and age 50 and older, 
and the senior Masters di-
vision at age 60 and older. 
Beginning at 9 a.m., there 
will be field events, table ten-
nis and a slalom (obstacle) 
course. Track events start at 
1:30 p.m. Burke is adding 
precision toss and high toss 
field events this year.  
Morning event winners will 

be awarded during lunchtime, 
track event winners will be awarded after 
all races have been completed.

“We are proud to have such a longstand-
ing tradition of hosting these games at 
Burke for such a diverse group of athletes,” 
said event co-chair Tracey Bogart. “This 
event is an exciting follow-up to the Sum-
mer Paralympics because it demonstrates 
the indomitable nature of wheelchair ath-

letes and the wide range of physical activi-
ties they participate in.”

Regular registration fee is $25 and in-
cludes an event t-shirt, lunch and goodie 
bag. Financial assistance is available for 
those who cannot afford the fee. All ath-
letes are encouraged to participate. 

Admission is free for spectators and the 
public is encouraged to attend. In addition 
to watching the exciting competitions, the 
Wheelchair Games will feature carnival 
games, musical entertainment and raffles. 
The event is produced entirely by vol-
unteers, including Burke employees and 
community members from civic groups, 
schools and various associations. 

Registration forms for both athletes and 
volunteers can be found at www.Burke.
org/wheelchair-games. For more informa-
tion about the Games, call 914-597-2850. 
For questions about classifications and/
or the athletic events, contact Ralph Ar-
mento, meet director, at  732-266-2634 or 
e-mail ralph461@msn.com.

Burke Rehabilitation Hospital will host its Wheelchair Games for 
participants of  all ages on Saturday, Sept. 24 at its White Plains 
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.
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