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Latimer Announces Bid for  
Re-election to State Senate

Candidates Criticize Proposed Designation 
for Schools With 5 Percent Opt Out Rate

By Pat Casey
State Senator George Latimer (D-Rye) 

announced his re-election bid on Sunday, 
July 31 at his local campaign headquarters 
on Ward Avenue in Mamaroneck. He 
asked voters for continued support in his 
fight for good and ethical representation 
and cooperative, bi-partisan government.

Latimer, first elected to the State Senate 
in 2012, represents the 37th District, 
including the cities of Rye, New Rochelle, 
White Plains and Yonkers, and the Towns 
of Harrison, Mamaroneck, Rye, North 
Castle, Bedford and Eastchester. He has 
held elected office in local, county and 

state government. Prior to his work in 
the public sector, Latimer spent 20 years 
working for subsidiaries of Nestle and 
ITT.

“When I was on the Rye City Council, 
we all worked together to get things done 
for the people of Rye. Later, as the first 
Democratic Chair of the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators, I worked 
across the aisle to bring the people of 
Westchester the best possible government. 
In Albany, I’ve established a record as one 
of the most bi-partisan elected officials 
in either house and as a strong advocate 
in Albany for ethics reform. However, 

continued on page 5

continued on page 4

By Martin Wilbur
Two Republican candidates tore into a 

proposed U.S. Department of Education 
plan that would designate schools with 
at least a 5 percent opt-out rate from 
Common Core testing as in need of 
improvement.

Julie Killian, a Rye city councilwoman 
who is running for the 37th state Senate 
District seat, and Phil Oliva, a candidate in 
the 18th Congressional District covering 
Putnam County and portions of Dutchess 
and Orange counties, charged last Friday 
that the agency failed to publicize the 
comment period because there would 
have been severe backlash by thousands 

of parents opposed to high stakes testing.
The deadline for comments on the new 

regulations to the Every Student Succeeds 
Act were allowed to be posted through 
yesterday (Monday) until 11:59 p.m. at 
www.regulations.gov. 

Killian and Oliva said schools in 
Westchester and Putnam, where most 
districts have exceeded the 5 percent opt-
out threshold amid strenuous opposition 
to Common Core, would  have their 
reputations and resources diminished. 
The schools, many of which are high 
achieving, would be saddled with an 
unfair label. It is unknown whether 

continued on page 2
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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Sam’s of Gedney 
Way Extends 

Brunch to 
Sunday

Liberty Academy Basketball 
Camp presented the Becky 
Hammon Playmaker Award 
to a Liberty Camp participant 
from each the Eastern and 
Western Division Camp Teams. 
Coach Milton Farrar (left) 
presented Arianna Lopez 
the Eastern Division Award 
and Teresa Weatherspoon 
(right), the Director of  the NY 
Liberty Basketball Academy 
presented Tamia Dimmie, 
the Western Division Becky 
Hammon Playmaker Award. 
The awards consisted of  
Becky Hammon Liberty 
autographed jerseys. For 
more about the NY 
Liberty Basketball 
Academy Camp see 
Page 14. 

Fighting 
Hackers at 

Cybersecurity 
Camp 

NY Liberty Basketball Camp Brings Reward, Smiles White Plains Hospital 
Named 8th Most 
Beautiful in United States

Recent renovations have quickly be-
come a major enhancement for White 
Plains Hospital, which was recently 
named the eighth most beautiful hospital 
in the United States on Soliant Health’s 
list of Top 20 Beautiful Hospitals. White 
Plains Hospital is the only hospital in 
New York to be named on the list.

For its eighth year, Soliant Health, a 
provider of specialized healthcare staff-
ing services to hospitals, conducted an 
11-month long nomination period for 
hospitals across the country to deter-
mine which hospitals ranked among the 
best looking by members of their com-
munity. 

The nomination period collected more 
than 70 entries, which according to So-
liant, was the most diverse to date. White 
Plains Hospital received nearly 10,0000 
votes after being nominated by Brian 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTO

Page 11



August 2- August 8, 20162 The White Plains Examiner

Candidates Criticize Proposed Designation for Schools With 5 Percent Opt Out Rate 
continued from page 1

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
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OUR

N E W P H Y S I C I A N S

We are pleased to welcome Drs. Gabrielle Bolton 
and Susan Soeiro to the White Plains Hospital 
Physician Associates family.

Drs. Bolton and Soeiro, both board certified in 
internal medicine, join with extensive experience 
in providing comprehensive health care for 
patients of all  ages. 

Call 914-849-7180 to make an appointment at 
their office, at 33 Davis Avenue in White Plains.
 

A  P R O U D  M E M B E R  O F  T H E  M O N T E F I O R E  H E A L T H  S Y S T E M

Dr. Gabrielle Bolton Dr. Susan Soeiro
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there would be further sanctions against 
districts that exceed 5 percent.

Opt-out rates for the standardized 
state exams for students in grades 3-8 in 
Westchester and Putnam counties have 
hovered just above 20 percent the past two 
years, according to the state Education 
Department, since parents were given the 
choice. 

“This designation –  in need of 
improvement – will be catastrophic for 
our schools,” said Killian, who held a press 
conference with Oliva outside the County 
Center in White Plains to alert the public 
about the expiring comment period. “It 
would damage our schools’ reputations 
and send property values plummeting. It 
would be harder to recruit teachers and 
provide the resources to give our kids a 
well-rounded education.”

Both candidates said regardless of where 
anyone stands on Common Core there 
should be opposition to new state and 
federal government mandates. Parents, 
teachers and local school officials should 
have the ability to make decisions about 
their schools, not the federal government, 
Oliva countered.

“Beyond the stigma and the loss of 
home value and depreciation, there’s also 
something else that runs with that – the 
loss of flexibility at the local level,” Oliva 
said. “There will be more intrusion at the 

federal level. This is a bad thing. Common 
Core is no good. We need high standards 
but we need them addressed from the 
bottom up, not the top down.”

Oliva said the secrecy  surrounding 
the proposed regulation and the 
ensuing comment period is similar to 
how Secretary of Education John King 
operated when he was New York’s state 
education commissioner.

He and Killian inadvertently learned 

of the proposed change 
within the past week 
during a separate 
online search. They 
then decided to speak 
out and warn the 
public. Few people were 
aware of the proposal 
and comment period, 
they maintained.

Killian said 
opposition to  excessive 
testing  cuts across all 
demographics and 
has support from 
Republicans and 
Democrats.

“Washington has egg 
on its face and they’re 
stopping at nothing to 
save face and forcing 
our kids into taking 
their tests,” she said.

Killian’s opponent, incumbent state 
Sen. George Latimer (D-Rye), agreed that 
the issue is bipartisan. Latimer said he has 
long criticized King for forcing one-size-
fits-all standards, particularly for high 
achieving school districts in Westchester 
that are challenged with the tax cap and 
face more mandates and dwindling funds.

“We need to have control at the local 
level,” Latimer said.

Congressional candidate Paul Oliva and state Senate candidate Julie 
Killian criticized a proposed change from the U.S. Department of  
Education that would automatically designate schools in need of  
improvement if  at least 5 percent of  their students opt out of  the 
standardized exams. 
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Pace Trains Future Experts to Fight Hackers at Cybersecurity Camp 
By Martin Wilbur

The importance of protecting infor-
mation and data in a world so dependent 
on technology only promises to become 
more critical.

Pace University is taking the lead in 
preparing the next generation to protect 
the world from hackers and intruders.

Pace hosted its first student cybersecu-
rity camp last week where about 30 high 
school students mainly from the tristate 
area completed the one-week introduc-
tion to cybersecurity concepts. They built 
cyber-spybots that were submerged last 
Thursday morning in the university’s 
pond in an intelligence gathering exercise, 
said Professor Dr. Pauline Mosley of Pace’s 
Seidenberg School of Computer Science 
and Information Systems, who led the 
program.

Mosley said the main goal of the camp, 
part of the national GenCyber program 
funded by a National Security Agency 
grant, was to encourage high school stu-
dents to consider a career in cybersecu-
rity, a field that currently has inadequate 

manpower in the United States to fight 
terrorists and hackers from stealing finan-

cial information.
“It’s a fantastic career path for students 

studying computer science,” Mosley said. 
“Even if they don’t choose to go into com-
puter science, they still need to know 
about the importance of data and infor-
mation. We’re in a technological world, 
so even if they become a nurse, security is 
very, very important. We need to be able 
to teach that to students, the reality of the 
importance of cybersecurity because it 
will be very, very valuable.”

The student camp followed the previous 
week’s program for teachers that attracted 
25 high school educators from 10 states, 
the second year the university has offered 
the program to instructors. They will re-
turn to their schools and incorporate the 
lessons into their curriculum, said Profes-
sor Li-Chiou Chen, Pace University’s In-
formational Technology chair.

Chen said about two-thirds of the 
teachers were computer science and math 
teachers with the remainder from various 
disciplines.

Pace is also one of the few schools in the 

region to offer cybersecurity as a concen-
tration in its computer and information 

technology studies, she 
said.

“The GenCyber sum-
mer programs aim to 
train the next generation 
of cybersecurity profes-
sionals by preparing our 
educators and by getting 
young students interest-
ed in the cybersecurity 
area, which is one of the 
strengths of the Seiden-
berg School at Pace Uni-
versity,” Chen said.

Students who partic-
ipated in the program 
said they registered be-
cause they enjoy work-

ing with technology and would consider 
a career in cybersecurity. 

Fakaran Floyd, who is entering his se-
nior year at Mount Vernon High school, 
said he learned of the program through 
his entry in the App Development Bowl at 
Pace last winter.

Working with his peers from through-
out the Hudson Valley was a great experi-
ence, he said.

“I thought we would learn only about 
cybersecurity but to build robots that’s 
a great aspect of it,” Floyd said. “Also, I 
didn’t know about deciphering but I think 
I learned a lot.”

Alexander Rodriguez, who will be a 
senior this fall at an Albany area high 
school, said he discovered the program 
while searching for colleges.

“Cybersecurity programs are pretty 
hard to find so when I saw this I thought 
it was great and I wanted to be part of it,” 
Rodriguez said.

Mosely mentioned that interaction and 
teamwork is an essential component of 
cybersecurity education, which the pro-
gram stresses.

“All the students have a role,” she said. 
“Everybody has to work together to pro-
tect the data.”

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTOS

High school students and their instructors who participated in Pace University’s Cybersecurity Camp. 

Some of  the cyberbots that students built and used in last week’s Cybersecurity Camp at Pace.

Cyber-spybots were submerged last Thursday morning in the 
university’s pond in an intelligence gathering exercise.
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“Robust Italian cuisine served  
out of a charming vintage diner!”
-Morris Gut, White Plains Examiner

“One of the highest rated restaurants 
in Westchester!”
Zagat Restaurant Survey 

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com 
301 HALSTEAD AVE., HARRISON
(across from Metro-North)

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Regional Italian Cuisine

Now open 7 days for lunch & dinner
Saturday & Sunday from noon to 10 pm.

Chef/Proprietor Dean Vivolo
New Summer Specialties 

& Al Fresco Dining

Latimer Announces Bid for Re-election to State Senate
continued from page 1
our weak ethics laws and the partisan, 
polarized state legislature, keeps real 
reform beyond our reach,” Latimer said, 
in declaring his re-election bid.

“What we need in Albany today is 
exactly what I have done my entire career,” 
Latimer added. “We need to look past 
partisan labels, refrain from the name 
calling and personal attacks, and work 
together to solve the many problems our 
state faces.”

Latimer specifically pointed to the 
need to fix ethics laws, to get money and 
corruption out of government as well as 
the need for mandate relief to help local 
governments keep property taxes down.

Medicaid costs required of county 
government is a big problem for New 
York’s local governments, Latimer 
believes. He cited the failure, again, of 
the state legislature to combine the state 
and federal primary election dates, which 
costs local government up to $50 million 
every two years.

Latimer also scorned the state 
government’s micromanagement of local 
governments. “This year, I actually had to 
negotiate and pass a bill to allow the City 
of Rye to lease advertising space on sports 
complex fences to not-for-profits, with 
the money raised going to maintain those 
same parks. Why do we need a state law 
do to that? We need to fix so many arcane 

laws, and we can only do it by working 
together,” Latimer concluded.

Latimer has been challenged for his seat 
on the state Senate by another Rye resident 
and Rye city councilwoman, Republican 
candidate Julie Killian.

Killian recently took a tough stance 
against a proposed U.S. Department of 

Education plan that would 
designate schools with at 
least a 5 percent opt-out rate 
from Common Core testing 
as in need of improvement. 
(See related story in this 
issue.)

In a letter to former 
NYS Commissioner of 
Education John King, 
Jr., the new Secretary of 
Education for the United 
States, Latimer blasted the 
same regulatory proposal, 
saying it would strip school 
districts of funding.

Latimer, who tangled 
with King while he was 
New York’s Commissioner, 
wrote, “Less than six 
months into your tenure as 
Secretary of Education, we 
are facing a huge challenge 
relative to the proposed 
ESSA Regulation §200.15, 
which could penalize 

school districts by withholding federal 
funding when parents opt their children 
out, as is their right and role in determining 
what is best for their children’s education.

“Seeking to allow the federal 
government to, at minimum, reduce or 
eliminate federal Title I funding for those 

school districts, runs completely contrary 
to the original intent of Title I. Title I 
was adopted in 1965, as an educational 
component for President Lyndon 
Johnson’s ‘War on Poverty’. It is intended 
specifically to assist disadvantaged 
children throughout our country.”

District 37 is among the most diverse 
in the state. Only three of the 15 school 
districts in the district would not lose 
funding. “Using opt-out rates from 2015, 
the Yonkers, New Rochelle and White 
Plains School Districts would potentially 
face the greatest loss of aid. … White 
Plains could lose $1.5 million,” Latimer 
wrote. 

Latimer explained in the letter, “Parents 
opting their children out of high stakes 
testing is not government policy. It is 
parents exercising rights on behalf of the 
best interests of their children.”

As an alternative to the Regulation, 
Latimer proposed working with teachers, 
families and elected officials on both 
sides of the aisle to address the justifiable 
concerns regarding high stakes testing.

George Latimer announced his re-election bid to the NY State Senate 
37th District on Sunday, July 31.

 white plains 

 center  

 | 
STAGE 2 bridges the gap between the WPPAC Conservatory and  MainStage, giving college, graduate school, and 
community performers the opportunity to work in a regional theatre under the guidance of professional artists.  
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White Plains Woman’s Club Jazz for the Gardens Fundraiser a Big Hit
By Colleen Fay

The second annual Jazz for the Gar-
dens was recently held by the Woman’s 
Club of White Plains. The event, which 
took place in its historic clubhouse, the 
CV Rich Mansion, is one of many taking 
place this year to celebrate the centenni-
al anniversary of the Woman’s Club. 

The performance was attended by 
nearly 90 people. The music included 
many popular hits and was provided 
by vocalist Alma Micic, an interna-
tionally renowned performer, Hiroshi 
Yamazaki on keyboard, Nick Bello on 
sax, John Lang on bass and Jake Robin-
son on drums. Mr. Yamakazi, Lang and 
Robinson are also faculty members of 
the Music Conservatory of Westchester. 
An enthusiastic and appreciative crowd 
enjoyed a stellar performance by all ac-
counts. The weather was picture perfect 
allowing guests to appreciate the beauty 
of the gardens as well as the house itself.

In addition to the music, guests were 
treated to a variety of hot and cold ap-
petizers provided by Caperberry Events 
and wines by Vino 100. Cathy’s Biscotti 

supplied a variety of gourmet biscotti for 
the guests as they departed. Prizes in-
cluding gift certificates from Trevi Ital-
ian Restaurant, Chatterbox 54 restaurant 
and the Capitol Theater, chocolates from 
Prescriptions Plus as well as fashions 
from LOLA NY were raffled off.

As with last year’s event, the fundrais-
er was held to support the improvement 
and restoration of the gardens at the CV 
Rich Mansion, the home of the Woman’s 
Club since 1930. The 106-year-old house 

is a classic Italianate villa with beauti-
ful terraced gardens in back. Upcoming 
projects include installation of a sprin-
kler system, restoration of the Japanese 
garden adjacent to the auditorium, trel-
lising on the ballroom wall and improve-

ments to the parking area and front en-
trance. Proceeds from Jazz for the Gar-
dens will be used to fund these projects. 

For more information about Club 
events and membership visit www.wom-
ansclubofwhiteplains.org. 
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year
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Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County
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OB/GYN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-1697

CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675

JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135

MAHOPAC:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-248-5556

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

White Plains Hospital Named 8th Most Beautiful in U.S.
continued from page 1

Kerr, of Mamaroneck, after his positive 
experience at the Hospital. 

Kerr commented, “I was so amazed 
with how the hospital has grown and ad-
vanced so much in such a short amount of 
time. It really is impressive and a beautiful 
healing environment.”

A soothing environment has been 
shown in studies to enhance the healing 
process by reducing stress, anxiety and 
tension. Recent expansions and improve-
ments to the 123-year-old institution in-
clude the new WPH Center for Cancer 
Care; six new labor and delivery suites; 
five new operating rooms designed for 
state-of-the-art surgical procedures; 24 
new private patient rooms; a new en-
tranceway and lobby, which includes a 
healthy café run by local restaurateur 
Peter Herrera, and boutique for visitors 
and employees. Many of the new spaces 
throughout the campus include warm 
earth tones, wood paneling, abundant 
natural light, and colorful plants, to evoke 

a sense of bringing the outside indoors to 
enhance feelings of calm and relaxation 
during stressful times.

Rendering of  renovations and new signage at White Plains Hospital.

Newly designed lounge area at White Plains 
Hospital.

(left to right) Lou Petralia, Bonnie Ackerman and Julie Marbach on the patio. Alma Micic Performs with Jazz Players.

The audience applauds the musicians.
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Westchester Groups File Legal Brief Against AIM Pipeline
On Friday, July 29, a coalition of 21 

plaintiffs including local groups River-
keeper, Sierra Club Lower Hudson, Food 
& Water Watch NY, Stop the Algonquin 
Pipeline Expansion (SAPE), and Reynolds 
Hill, Inc. filed a brief in the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the District of Columbia 
seeking to overturn the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission's (FERC) March 
2015 approval of Spectra Energy’s Algon-
quin Incremental Markets (AIM) pipeline 
project. Although many state and local of-
ficials, including Governor Andrew Cuo-
mo, both New York Senators and Rep-
resentatives Nita Lowey and Eliot Engle 
have come out against the pipeline, so far 
construction is still moving forward. 

The coalition’s brief addressed some of 
the points they had raised in their Rehear-
ing Request that FERC rejected in January 
2016. First it argued that the Commission 
improperly segmented the Algonquin 
pipeline expansion by dividing it into 
three different projects to avoid having to 
address its full environmental impact. As 

one Spectra official told an industry jour-
nal “you end up with a lot less potential 
opposition if you do that.” 

The AIM project is the first of three ex-
pansion Spectra plans for the Algonquin 

pipeline. The other two, Atlantic Bridge 
and Access Northeast, continue precisely 
where AIM leaves off to create a greatly 
enlarged path for fracked gas from Penn-
sylvania to Canadian export terminals.

Approximately 2,159 feet of the AIM 

pipeline will run through property that 
is part of the Indian Point nuclear power 
plant. The brief challenged the approval 
of installing the pipeline a little over 100 
feet from critical safety structures at the 
Indian Point. It noted that the Commis-
sion relied on findings by Entergy Nuclear 
Operations, the company that operates 
Indian Point, and the Nuclear Regulato-
ry Commission (NRC), neither of which 
have expertise in pipeline safety. Entergy 
and the NRC had concluded that the AIM 
Project would not impact safety at Indian 
Point, a conclusion challenged by both 
elected officials and independent nuclear 
and pipeline safety experts. 

The brief also argues FERC violated its 
own regulations by relying on a third-par-
ty contractor that had a financial interest 
in the construction of the AIM Project. 
FERC relies on third-party contractors to 
prepare the Environmental Impact State-
ments required for approving projects. 
Those contractors are identified by and 
paid for by the project applicant - in this 

case Spectra. To avoid conflicts of inter-
est, potential third-party contractors must 
complete and submit an Organizational 
Conflict of Interest statement. No such 
statement has been found in the AIM re-
cord. An investigation has also revealed 
that NRG, the third-party contractor that 
prepared the Environmental Impact State-
ment for AIM, was working for Spectra on 
another related project at the same time 
in an apparent violation of FERC regula-
tions.

Nancy Vann, whose property is being 
taken by eminent domain for the AIM 
project, said, “FERC has only rejected one 
pipeline project in its entire 40 year histo-
ry. It’s shameful that the public must take 
a government agency to court in order 
to make it do its job. I’m so grateful for 
the determination of Riverkeeper, SAPE, 
Food & Water Watch and all of the oth-
er coalition members who have persisted 
in asserting these important issues and 
I'm looking forward to getting our day in 
court.”

“FERC has 
only rejected one 

pipeline project in 
its entire 40-year 

history.”

White Plains Youth Bureau Opens After School Connection Online Registration
The City of White Plains Youth Bu-

reau has established an online registra-
tion for the After School Connection 
Program through EZCHILDTRACK   

Parent Portal.  
Parents are invited to register for after 

school services for the 2016-2017 school 
year at: https://www.ezchildtrack.com/

parent2/ParentLogin.aspx?c=whiteplain-
sny. The After School Connection team 
will also accept registration forms during 
normal business hours Monday through 

Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The deadline to register to start on 

the first day of school is Friday, Aug. 26   
at 5p.m.



7August 2- August 8, 2016www.TheExaminerNews.com

Police Blotter

Advertise in  The 
White Plains 

Examiner  
914-864-0878 

Westchester County District Attorney’s 
Office

White Plains Man Found Guilty in Vi-
cious Stabbing of His Girlfriend

Bairon Farez Llanos (DOB 1/20/78) of 
White Plains, was found guilty after a jury 
trial of two counts of Attempted Murder 
in the Second Degree, class “B” Felonies; 
one count of Assault in the First Degree, 

a class “B” Felony; one count of Attempt-
ed Assault in the First Degree, a class “C” 
Felony; and two counts of Criminal Pos-
session of a Weapon in the Fourth Degree, 
class “A” Misdemeanors. 

On July 19, 2015 at approximately 3:45 
a.m., the defendant approached the victim 
outside her home and grabbed her by the 
ears on both sides of her head until her 
ears started to bleed.

Shortly thereafter, the defendant then 
stabbed the victim with a kitchen knife. 
She suffered a stab wound to her neck and 
her back shoulder blade, a lacerated ear, 
a lacerated thyroid gland, and a shredded 
internal jugular vein.

During the course of the stabbing, the 
victim’s son tried to intervene in order to 

protect his mother. The defendant then 
got on top of the son, and while holding 
a kitchen knife, attempted to stab the son 
in the heart. The son was able to deflect 
the knife suffering only a laceration to the 
chest.

The female victim was rushed to West-
chester Medical Center where she re-
quired emergency surgery.  

The defendant was arrested the same 
day by the Greenburgh Police Depart-
ment.

His remand has been continued after 
the jury trial.

The defendant will be sentenced on Au-
gust 24, 2016. He faces a maximum sen-
tence of 25 years in state prison on the top 
count of Attempted Murder in the Second 
Degree for each victim.

Teen Pleads Guilty in Sleepy Hollow 
Stabbing Death

Berinzon Moronta (DOB 10/25/98) of 
Tarrytown, pled guilty today to one count 
of Manslaughter in the First Degree, a 
class “B” Violent Felony in the stabbing 
death of Tahj Robinson.  

On October 9, 2015 at approximately 

11:12 p.m., a 911 call reported that some-
one had been stabbed inside Barnhart 
Park in Sleepy Hollow.

When police and EMS arrived on the 
scene they found Robinson unrespon-
sive on the ground, bleeding from various 
wounds. He was transported to Westches-
ter Medical Center where he was pro-
nounced dead at 11:54 p.m. that evening.

An investigation revealed that Moronta 
along with several others entered the park 
with the express purpose of locating and 
injuring the victim.

Moronta approached Robinson and 
began stabbing the victim with a knife 
resulting in multiple stab wounds to the 
torso including wounds to the heart and 
lungs.

The defendant was arrested on October 
10 by Westchester County Police in a joint 
investigation with the Sleepy Hollow Po-
lice Department.

Moronta’s remand is continued. He will 
be sentenced on September 14, 2016.

The defendant faces a maximum sen-
tence of 25 years to life.

Former Westchester Community Col-
lege Coach Indicted in Transcript Fraud

Tyrone Mushatt (DOB 11/7/72) of the 
Bronx, was arraigned on an indictment 
charging him with 17 counts of Criminal 
Possession of a Forged Instrument in the 
Second Degree, class ”D” Felonies, one 
count of Conspiracy in the Fifth Degree, 
a class “A” Misdemeanor.

Between May 11, 2012 and October 31, 
2014, the defendant, a former Westches-
ter Community College head men’s bas-
ketball coach submitted 17 forged West-
chester Community College transcripts to 
seven colleges and universities in order to 
facilitate the transfer of eight WCC bas-
ketball players to four year colleges and 
universities. 

Those institutions include Wilmington 

University, Farmingdale State College, the 
C.W. Post Campus of Long Island Univer-
sity, St. John’s University, Quinnipiac Uni-
versity, Concordia College and Florida 
A&M University.

The defendant either mailed, faxed or 
hand delivered the forged student tran-
scripts to representatives at those schools. 

The fraud came to light when the New 
York State Office of the Inspector General, 
the State University of New York Chan-
cellor’s Office and the National Junior 
College Athletic Association all received 
information that this scheme was occur-
ring. The United States Department of Ed-
ucation also assisted in the investigation.

Westchester Community College and 
the other colleges and universities named 
above, fully cooperated with this investi-
gation.

The defendant was arrested by investi-
gators from the District Attorney’s Office 
on October 29, 2015.

The defendant pled not guilty. He re-
mains released on his own recognizance. 
His next court date is September 1, 2016.

The defendant faces a maximum sen-
tence of seven years in state prison.

Westchester County Offers Free School Vaccines All Summer Long
Westchester County health department 

vaccine clinics are open on Fridays all 
summer to help families prepare for jobs, 
camp and the next school year.

The Westchester County Health De-
partment will provide free immuniza-
tions by appointment on Fridays in White 
Plains and Yonkers to adults, children and 
students of all ages who are uninsured or 
whose insurance doesn’t cover vaccines. 

Call 914-995-5800 for an appointment. 
Vaccine visits will be scheduled on alter-
nating Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 

20 S. Broadway in Yonkers or at 134 Court 
St. in White Plains. Evening appointments 
are available on two Tuesdays, from 3 to 
6 p.m., on Aug. 23 in White Plains or on 
Sept. 6 in Yonkers.

Health Navigators also can help families 
and individuals sign up for the health in-
surance they need. Those without a regu-
lar doctor will receive information about 
where to go for ongoing primary care. 

“We want everyone in Westchester 
to have a medical home with a primary 
care provider who knows them best,” said 

Westchester County Health Commis-
sioner Sherlita Amler, MD. “For families 
and adult learners who lack insurance, or 
whose insurance doesn’t cover immuniza-
tions, the health department can provide 
critical immunizations and connect them 
to care. Call us to learn how we can help.”

Regulations for school admissions re-
quire schools to more closely scrutinize 
children’s immunization records and 
could result in children not being allowed 
to start or continue in school if immuni-
zations are not current.  New this year is 

the requirement for the meningococcal 
vaccine for all 7th and 12th graders. Stu-
dents also must get vaccines that provide 
increased protection against whooping 
cough, measles and mumps.

Bairon Farez Llanos

Berinzon Moronta

Tyrone Mushatt
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The recent announcement that U.S. 
Attorney Preet Bharara has expanded his 
corruption probe into Westchester and 
has issued subpoenas to County Executive 
Rob Astorino’s office highlights the need 
for Westchester County to adopt a law 
that has been on the books in Greenburgh 
since 2007.

Westchester County Executive Astorino 
and other county lawmakers are no 
different than lawmakers at the state and 
federal levels. They solicit and accept 
contributions from most contractors, 
consultants and applicants who want 
something in return. It’s part of the pay to 
play culture that has encouraged people 
to lose confidence in public officials. I 
have often wondered how many county 

consultants or contractors will get business 
with the county if they don’t contribute 
to re-election campaigns. My guess: not 
many.

In 2007, the Greenburgh Town Board 
unanimously approved a law that has been 
cited as the toughest in the state, perhaps in 
the nation. We prohibit incumbent officials 
from accepting campaign contributions 
from those who have applications pending 
before the government or contracts 
with the government.  Our law prohibits 
incumbents from accepting contributions 
from developers, contractors, consultants 
and their attorneys who appear before 
the town seeking approvals.  It makes 
it difficult for lawmakers to raise funds 
during campaigns. But it’s easier to do the 

right thing for the taxpayers because no 
one in a position of authority is influenced 
by campaign dollars.

Another option that would be weaker 
than the above approach but would reduce 
the possibilities of corruption:  If the 
County Executive or legislators receive 
a campaign donation of $1000 or more 
from an applicant during the previous 12 
months he/she would not be able to vote 
on the application. The lawmaker would 
have to recuse his or herself from the vote. 

The County Executive sits on the 
Board of Acquisitions and Contracts, 
which has the ability to approve/reject all 
county contracts. Legislators could accept 
contributions from anyone as long as they 
don’t vote to push the application in any 

way.
If enough public officials start 

recusing themselves from voting on the 
applications of those who benefit from 
a government action, we would start 
making progress in eliminating this 
form of legalized bribery.  The donations 
made by contractors and consultants are 
usually not based on philosophy but are 
a part of the costs of doing business with 
incumbents. 

My guess is that taxpayers will see 
reduced costs if campaign donations are 
no longer factors in bids.

–Paul Feiner, 
Greenburgh Town Supervisor

Obituaries

Greenburgh Campaign Contribution Law Stops ‘Legalized Bribery’

Free Rabies Shots for Cats, Dogs and Ferrets at SPCA of Westchester

Letters Policy
We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 
editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to  
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.  

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide their 

name, address and contact information. 

Ruth Sinnott
Ruth Pastore Sinnott, 90, of West 

Harrison, passed away on July 27. One 
of seven, Ruth was born June 19, 1926 
in White Plains to the late Anthony and 
Pauline Pastore. She married Francis 
J. Sinnott on November 9, 1946. Ruth 
worked as a School Librarian for the 
White Plains School District. She served 
as a Nursery School Teacher at Memorial 
Community Church in West Harrison in 
addition to the after school program. 

Ruth is survived by her children, Robert 
(Angela) Sinnott, Patrick Sinnott, her son-
in-law Michael Scarduzio, grandchildren 
Stephanie and Kathleen Unger, Jessica 

(Aldo) Cerone, Randi (Pete) Neglia, 
Robert (Diana) Sinnott, and Ryan Sinnott, 
and great grandchildren, Jon Paul and 
Sophia Cerone, and Peter and Amanda 
Neglia. Her husband predeceased 
her in 1998, as well as her daughter 
Patricia Unger-Scarduzio in 2015 and a 
granddaughter Michelle. 

Louis Sica
Louis Sica of White Plains, born March 

29, 1942 (age 74) passed away on July 26. 
Louis was the beloved husband of 

Camille Sica (nee Rossi), the loving father 
of Donna Mazzaro (nee Sica) and Michael 
Sica. He was the supportive father-in-law 

of Joseph Mazzaro and Erin Sica. He was 
the grandfather to Joseph, Jr., Anthony 
and Isabella Mazzaro and Michael, Jr., 
Regina and Abigail Sica. He is survived by 
his brothers Gabriel and Patrick and will 
meet brother Joe in heaven. He is the son 
of Anna and Pasquale Sica, deceased.

Louis served honorably in the United 
States Marine Corp from 1959 to 1963. 
He enjoyed reading, watching sports 
(especially his beloved Dodgers), and 
spending time with his family. He will be 
forever missed and never forgotten.

Marie Wiedrich
Marie Louise Wiedrich, of White 

Plains, passed away on July 25 at the 

age of 97. She was born in Artolsheim, 
France to Joseph and Louise Schorter on 
November 5, 1918. She married Edmond 
Wiedrich and together they moved from 
the Alsace area of France to White Plains 
around 1950. Edmond predeceased her 
on November 22, 1993. 

Marie is survived by her loving relatives 
Margery Wiedrich of Chicago, IL, Karen 
and Dale Chamberlain of Cincinnati, OH, 
Deborah and Lyn Ruemler of Tulsa, OK 
and close friend Violet of White Plains. 

She was buried at Mt. Calvary Cemetery, 
White Plains. 

Westchester County residents can 
bring their dogs, cats and ferrets in for 
free rabies vaccinations on Saturday, Aug. 
13 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the SPCA of 
Westchester, 590 North State Road, Bri-
arcliff Manor.  Call  914-941-2896 x10  to 
schedule a required appointment.

Cats and ferrets must be in carriers and 
dogs must be on a leash. Aggressive dogs 
must be muzzled.  No examinations will 

be given and all pets must be supervised 
by an adult.

Under New York State law, dogs and 
cats must receive their first rabies vaccine 
no later than four months after birth. A 
second rabies shot must be given  within 
one year  of the first vaccine, with addi-
tional booster shots given every one or 
three years after that, depending on the 
vaccine used. Owners who fail to get their 

pets vaccinated and keep the vaccinations 
up-to-date may be fined up to $2,000.

Rabies is a fatal disease that is spread 
through the bite or saliva of infected an-
imals.  Those animals most commonly 
infected are raccoons, skunks, bats and 
foxes.  However, domestic animals such 
as cats and dogs are also at risk because 
they can easily contract rabies from wild 
or stray animals.

A pet that is up-to-date with its rabies 
vaccinations would only need to get a 
booster dose of vaccine within five days of 
the pet’s exposure to a known or suspect 
rabid animal. Animals not up-to-date 
with rabies vaccinations would need to be 
quarantined or potentially euthanized fol-
lowing contact with a rabid or suspect-ra-
bid animal. 

A change in an animal’s behavior is of-
ten the first sign of rabies. A rabid animal 
may become either abnormally aggressive 
or unusually tame. It may lose fear of peo-
ple and become docile or it may become 
particularly excited and irritable.  Stag-
gering, spitting and frothing at the mouth 
are sometimes noted in infected ani-
mals. Adults should encourage children to 
avoid touching unfamiliar animals and to 
immediately tell an adult if they have been 
bitten or scratched by an animal.

All animal bites or contacts with an-
imals suspected of having rabies must 
be reported to the Westchester County 
Health Department at  (914) 813-5000.   
After hours, callers should follow the 
prompts to report a public health emer-
gency 24 hours a day. 

For more information visit health.west-
chestergov.com.



9August 2- August 8, 2016www.TheExaminerNews.com

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

New Theatrical Troupe 
Puts Out “Call for Actors”

White Plains has a new theatrical 
troupe, The New Stage Players, founded 
by local columnist and playwright Dr. 
Richard Cirulli. 

All of Cirulli’s plays will revolve around 
mental illness in the hope of raising 
awareness and money to fight this un-
popular group of diseases as well 
as to help eliminate the many 
taboos associated with them. Ac-
cording to Cirulli, the motivation 
for his plays is the result of hav-
ing lost a number of friends and 
family to mental illness.  

The troupe’s first play “Via De-
lorosa” is a moving drama about 
a middle-class family during the 
height of the turbulent and rebel-
lious 1960s. The play’s main char-
acter, Dee, is a mother in denial 
of her illness, who is also in con-
flict with her radical and intel-
lectual teenaged son. The drama 
is set during a time of rebellion, 
youthful angst, prejudice, drugs, 
rock and roll, the sexual revolu-
tion, and changing societal mo-
res. The play also examines the 
underlying personal issues of de-
ception, doubt, entrapment, fear, 
prejudice, and eventual painful 
liberation. 

The main character will be 
played by Dr. Benna Strober, 
who, along with her impressive 
acting resume is also a child 
psychologist. Like Cirulli, she is 
passionate about using the power 
of the stage as a medium to shed light on 
how untreated mental illness affects not 
only its victims, but their families and 
loved ones as well. 

Cirulli said he is most fortunate to have 
Benna take the lead role of the play. The 
troupe has assembled a very impressive 
cast that includes, Charley Riggs who also 
will be directing, along with his wife Car-
mel. The couple collectively has extensive 
experience in directing and performing 

in plays in New York City. Newcomer 
and White Plains resident, Kier Alexan-
der, has been cast in the role of the pro-
tagonist.

The play’s first reading will be held at 
the White Plains Performing Arts Center, 
located on the third floor of White Plains 

City Center, on October 3, at 7 p.m. Cir-
ulli underscores the point that the entire 
cast is working pro bono to support the 
cause. He has also sent out a call to actors, 
volunteers, and sponsors to help support 
the mission of assisting a humanity in 
distress.

Cirulli can be reached at profcirulli@
optonline.net.

Richard Cirulli writes the “Boomerang” 
column for The White Plains Examiner.
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Old Superstitions About Houses Continue to Live on Today

Why the Wines Abroad Taste Fresher Than Those Back Home

By Nick Antonaccio

If you’ve trav-
eled to Western 
Europe and en-
joyed a particular 
wine along the 
way, you may have 
had an experience 
similar to one I’ve 

had several times.
In our travels to Italy and France, my 

wife and I seek to immerse ourselves in 
local culture, lifestyle and cuisine. It seems 
whichever village you stop in for lunch or 
dinner, you feel transported to another 
century. Not only because of the humble 
hospitality of the family-run restaurant, 
but also for the simple and enticing food. 

We have fond memories of a simple 
meal, on a patio alongside a narrow two-
lane road in Tuscany, quaffing from an 
unlabeled bottle, taking in the fragrances 
at the table and in the air, relaxing in our 
seats and enjoying the camaraderie of the 
local patrons sitting nearby. We’ve forever 
captured the experience of a thousand-
year-old lifestyle and a cuisine married to 
the land on which we tread. 

As much as we’ve explored the food and 
wine of Tuscany in the United States, ex-
periencing the cuisine at its source is dra-
matically different. The ingredients seem 
fresher. Not in terms of the harvesting 
moment, but rather in the crunchiness of 

a pepper, the pungent aroma of basil and 
rosemary and the distinctive texture of 
the cheeses. 

And the wine. Why does it seem so re-
freshing, so simple yet satisfying? These 
house wines, rarely bearing a bottle label, 
were likely produced just a few kilometers 
from our table at the local trattoria. We’ve 
enjoyed wines from Tusca-
ny many times at home, but 
the wines produced local-
ly, which may never reach 
American shores, influence 
our senses and our memo-
ries. Why is this? 

1. Are the locally grown 
grapes, nurtured by the lo-
cal mamma and papa wine-
makers, influenced more by their locale 
than their counterparts that are exported 
to the United States?

Yes, in part. Many local Italian wine-
makers cater to local restaurants and wine 
bars. They are not concerned with pleas-
ing consumers in international markets or 
the aging potential of their wines. Other 
winemakers are intent on maximizing 
sales; they craft their wines to satisfy the 
American palate, which tends to favor 
sweeter style wines than Italians. 

2. The wines taste fresher to some. 
In many cases, they are. Local wines 

tend to be from the most recent vintage. 

Their exported counterparts seem more 
complex due in part to their longer aging 
cycle. What the local wines may lack in 
complexity and silky tannins is offset by 
their youthful vibrancy.  

3. A number of indigenous grapes are 
not widely produced for export.

Falanghina, Vernaccia and Pecorino 
are white wines that are 
best drunk young and have 
aromas and flavors that pair 
well with a number of Ital-
ian dishes.

4. Many of the local, ar-
tisanal wines that tourists 
enjoy have been produced 
without herbicides, pesti-
cides, synthetic fertilizers or 

chemical additives for generations. 
While a number of Italian wines are 

produced organically, others are subjected 
to chemicals in order to preserve and en-
hance yields. I believe organic wines have 
distinctive aroma and taste profiles that 
a trained palate is able to sense from the 
first sniff.    

5. Wine is not a very stable product. 
Oxidation and spoilage are threats to its 

stability as it ages. The primary agent for 
preserving wine is sulfur dioxide. If drunk 
young, this is not a major concern. Seem-
ingly counterintuitively, sulfites are added 
to wine to preserve their freshness (shelf 

life), yet wines without sulfites taste fresh-
er when consumed young. 

6. It’s in our heads, not in the glass. 
Enjoying wine is a sensual experience, 

influenced by our surroundings and the 
“in the moment” impression. Our mem-
ories vividly capture the combined ele-
ments of our experience. It’s never as good 
as the first time; enjoying a wine in that 
Tuscan trattoria is unique, not readily du-
plicated anywhere else. 

When in Tuscany – and other Western 
European towns – savor the moments of 
your dining experiences. Then cherish 
them for a lifetime.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year Pleasant-
ville resident. For over 20 years he has con-
ducted wine tastings and lectures. He also 
offers personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous ex-
perimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@theex-
aminernews.com or on Twitter @sharing-
wine.

In the early days of our nation, settlers 
brought to our shores many superstitions 
by which they lived their lives, many of 
which remain with us today. You don’t put 
much stock in superstitions nowadays, 
you say? Well, when was the last time you 
didn’t avoid passing under a ladder set up 
against the house to remove leaves from 
the gutter?

Today, many of those superstitions have 
become traditions and we don’t think 
much about their origins. One of those 
lingering superstitions came to mind re-
cently when I saw a porch ceiling painted 
a pale blue-green and wondered wheth-
er the owner originally hailed from the 
Deep South or if it was just a coincidence. 
Where I grew up in Virginia and fur-
ther south in places like South Carolina, 
many porch ceilings are painted in what is 
known as “haint” blue, haint being anoth-
er word for ghost. 

In the founding days of our colonies, 
that color was thought to protect the 
homeowner from being “taken” by rest-
less spirits of the dead who, for whatever 
reason, had not moved on from the phys-
ical world. It was thought that the ghost-
ly spirits would think that the color was 
water and they would pass over it rather 
than settle there. Use of the color became 
a tradition as it was passed from genera-
tion to generation.

There are other superstitions associ-
ated with the home beyond ladders and  

blue ceilings. 
Earlier generations 

believed that when you 
move out of a house, 
the broom should be 
left behind because, 
along with the dust of 
the home, old brooms 
carried the negative 
aspects of your life. A 
new broom signified a 
fresh start.

Bread and salt were 
brought from the old 
house to a new one to 
keep evil spirits away.

According to a Jew-
ish superstition, it’s 
bad luck to place shoes 
on a dresser or table. 
In my mother’s Italian 
tradition, the no-no 
was to place them on 
a bed. But wasn’t that 
just a good housekeep-
ing point?

Also, there persists a superstition to 
never open an umbrella inside. That 
seems to have originated in the belief that 
since umbrellas are used for protection 
from the sun, this would be an insult to 
the sun god. 

There is a long-held belief that moving 
into a new home on a Friday, Saturday or 
rainy day is unlucky. According to Indian 

superstition, the luckiest mov-
ing day is Thursday.  

It is said that we should nev-
er pound nails after sunset or 
we’ll wake the tree gods. Prac-
tically, won’t we annoy the 
neighbors?

Mirrors have a multitude of 
superstitions attached to them. 
We always say to break one will 
result in seven years bad luck. 
The feng shui principle tells 
us that, placed at a doorway, a 
mirror will improve the flow of 
chi. 

However, a mirror placed 
facing a bed is strictly taboo in 
that the spirit of your sleeping 
soul can enter into the mirror 
and you may be unable to re-
turn to your body when you 
wake. Scary stuff. I must con-
fess I thought about that when 
placing a mirror in my bed-
room, and I’m not normally 

superstitious.
During the first week that I owned a 

“new” 18th century home in Westches-
ter, a descendent of the original owner, a 
woman in her early nineties, stopped by 
to introduce herself and fill me in on the 
house’s history. She pointed to two large 
outcroppings of gnarled lilac bushes, one 
near the front door of the house and the 
other at the back door.  

“They were planted by my father on my 
wedding day, 75 years ago,” she said.  

“Oh wow,” I responded, “how great that 
will be in the spring with the aroma of li-
lac wafting through the house?” 

“It was not for the fragrance that he 
planted them,” she said. “My father be-
lieved they brought good luck into the 
house and kept evil away.”  

I was stunned to hear her say that.
By the way, the superstition about the 

blue porch ceilings warding off ghosts 
does have a practical side to it in today’s 
world. Some people swear that the blue 
paint also repels insects, theorizing that 
insects prefer not to nest on blue ceilings 
because they are “fooled” into thinking 
the blue paint is actually the sky. 

A blue porch ceiling might be consid-
ered simply because of the way it makes 
the space look and feel. Blue is a calm-
ing color, so using it to paint an area of 
the house intended for relaxation makes 
sense. You can simply enjoy that rocking 
chair and not give a thought to avoiding 
any nasty spirits in the vicinity.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associat-
ed with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home  
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.
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La Panetière in Rye Celebrates 31st Anniversary With Prix-Fixe Dinner 

Sam’s of Gedney Way in White Plains Extends Brunch Service to Saturday

Cooking Class at Great American BBQ Company to Cover “Secrets of Making Great BBQ” 

By Jerry Eimbinder
 Jacques Loupiac’s La Panetière, 

a charming contemporary French 
restaurant in Rye, is observing its 31st 
anniversary this week by hosting a prix-
fixe celebratory dinner. 

The meal, priced at $90 per person, is 
available Aug. 2-4 and includes Maine 
lobster casserole and lamb noisette. 
Optional wine pairing costs an additional 
$50 per person. The regular dinner menu 
will also be available.

A strolling accordionist will entertain 
tableside on the evenings the anniversary 
dinner is served. 

The restaurant, which opened in 1985, 
is housed in a charming, cottage-style 
building that dates back to the 1800s and 
was once the home of a ship builder.

The first anniversary dinner course is 
carpaccio of sea scallops with domestic 

Sturgeon caviar, Meyer lemon  jelly 
sprinkle of diced celery, tomato, chive, 
and black salt. This is followed by “Flan of 
Hudson Valley” foie gras with a simmering 
of wild mushrooms Madeira scented jus. 

Next is sizzling, fragrant casserole of 
Maine lobster with piquillo peppers, 
fresh almonds, and herb beurre blanc.

Roast noisette of lamb with Dukkah 
spice crust follows and includes ras el 

hanout sauce, curried Chinese cabbage, 
and fine ratatouille couscous.

Desserts abound with the serving 
of “Floating Island” (a treat filled with 
pastry cream and berries) and a portion 
of strawberry yogurt cake in a dark and 
white chocolate molding  minestrone of 
local fruits. The meal concludes with a 
plateful of “Sweet Savories.”   

The cost of $90 per person ($140 with 
wine pairing) does not include tax or 
gratuity. 

La Panetière is open for lunch every 
day except Saturday from 12 to 2:30 p.m. 
Dinner is served from 6 to 9:30 p.m. on 
Monday through Saturday and from 5 to 
8:30 p.m. on Sunday. The restaurant has a 
tasting menu and a children’s menu. 

La Panetière is located at  530 Milton 
Rd, Rye, NY, www.lapanetiere.com. For 
reservations, call 914-967-8140.

By Jerry Eimbinder
Sam’s of Gedney Way in White Plains 

has begun serving brunch on Saturday—
previously it was available only on 
Sunday. Increasing popularity for the 
Sunday brunch prompted the extension 
of this service to Saturday, executive chef 
Joe Sasso said. 

The Saturday menu is exactly the same 
as the existing Sunday brunch menu. 
Brunch service on both days runs from 
11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. summer brunch 
service will end on Sunday, September 
11.

The brunch menu is extensive and 
includes a Philly cheese steak ($15) and 
the signature hamburger “Samburger,” 
which comes with balsamic onions, 
mozzarella, arugula, tomato, matchstick 

potatoes and Sam’s special sauce ($18). 
Duplicated too on Saturday are Sunday 

special bonuses for guests ordering a 
“Featured Matinee” entrée. These entrées 
are accompanied by complimentary 

breakfast pastries and a free 
Bloody Mary, Mimosa, or 
Bellini. Customers can opt for an 
unlimited supply of these drinks 
for an additional $8 (for two 
hours).  

“Featured Matinee” entrées 
include steak and eggs—two 
eggs any style, with sliced steak, 
roasted peppers, onions and 
cheddar hash brown ($21), plus 
waffles, chicken breast, pancakes 
and French toast. 

Apple cinnamon buttermilk 
waffles are served with 

caramelized local apples, maple syrup, 
and a choice of bacon or sausage ($18). 
Georgia pecan crusted chicken breast 
comes with creamed spinach, whipped 

potatoes, and local honey and Dijon 
mustard sauce ($24). The banana foster 
pancakes are served with bananas, 
pecans, rum, and Vermont maple syrup 
($18). The Nutella French toast is topped 
with whipped cream and comes with a 
choice of bacon or sausage ($18).

The brunch menu also includes 
starters, salads such as a Maine lobster 
salad ($24), and a three-egg omelet 
filled with bacon, sausage, onion and 
cheddar cheese—served with Sam’s home 
fries ($19). These brunch items are not 
included in the entrée/complimentary 
pastry-and-beverage program.

Sam’s of Gedney Way is located at 50 
Gedney Way, White Plains, NY 10605, 
814-949-0978, www.samsofgedneyway.
com.

By Jerry Eimbinder
A  two-hour barbecue  cooking class 

will be conducted at The Great American 
BBQ Co., in White Plains on Aug. 10, 
by Joe  Sasso who will describe “secrets 
of making great BBQ.” Sasso said the class 
would also see a demonstration of “how 
to roast a whole suckling pig from start to 
finish.” 

The attendees  will learn about new 
healthier food options that use brines, rubs 
and sauces, and about healthy salads. 

The lesson will include a tasting of the 
cooked swine and  accompaniments,  and 
consumption of summer 
beverages  including  sangria, local craft 
beers and more.  

To  be served to the class with the pig 

roast will be salsa verde, pico di gallo, 
barbecue sauce, corn pudding, biscuits, 
soft flour tortilla, Jicama mango cole slaw, 
watermelon  data, mint   salad, creamy 
cucumber and red potato salad, Gemeli 
macaroni salad, grilled asparagus with 
lemon vinaigrette, baby tok chop with sweet 
soy glaze , grilled marinated Portobello 
mushrooms, and Texas corn toss bites.  

Sasso  is the culinary director for  The 
Great American BBQ Company and 
its next-door sister restaurant Sam’s of 
Gedney Way. 

To roast the pig he will employ a 
cooking technique called  “La Caja 
China” (translation: The Chinese box). This 
method dates back to the 1850’s when 
Chinese immigrants in Cuba used roasting 

boxes to cook their meals while working in 
sugar cane fields.

The class is part of an ongoing 
program conducted by the Division 
of Workforce  Development and 
Community Education at Westchester 
Community College. 

The  registration fee is $15.  A one-time 
per semester registration fee of $3.25 will 
be added to the tuition cost. An additional 
$25 sampling fee is payable to the instructor 
at the class.

To register, call 914-606-6830 and press 
option number 1 or visit www.sunnywcc.
eduWDCE.

The class  will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. at  Sam’s of Gedney Way, 52 Gedney 
Way, White Plains. 

La Panetière in Rye.

 The Restaurant Examiner

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTO

Joe Sasso, culinary director at the Great American 
BBQ Company and Sam’s of  Gedney Way.

Sam’s of  Gedney Way in White Plains.
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 080216

Free Upcoming Training Class
PCA TRAINING CLASS

• Flexible hours
• Hourly and live-in cases
• Great incentives and benefits

CALL TODAY — 845-738-1883 / 914-410-8920

Are you looking for a rewarding career in the health care industry? 
Become a CERTIFIED NYS Personal Care Aide (PCA) for FREE!

We offer Training in Orange, Sullivan, Putnam, Ulster, Dutchess, 
and some areas in Westchester County.

Hurry - call and reserve your space. Classes filling up fast!

• Supportive environment
• Employee rewards program
• Competitive pay

We have IMMEDIATE placement options, in several locations and neighborhoods. 
W E  O F F E R :

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

ADOPTION
Unplanned Pregnancy? Need help? 
FREE assistance: caring staff, counseling 
and financial help. You choose the lov-
ing, pre-approved adoptive parents. Joy 
1-866-922-3678 www.ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org. Hablamos Espanıl.

AUCTIONS
OTSEGO COUNTY REAL PROPERTY 
TAX FORECLOSURE AUCTION. 50+/- 
Properties August 17 @ 11AM. Held at: 
Holiday Inn - Oneonta. 800-243-0061 
AAR, Inc. & HAR, Inc. Free brochure: 
www.NYSAuctions.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
Cooperstown NY Land For Sale By 
Owner - Near Otsego Lake - 26 Acres 13 
Acres - Ponds, organic fields, spectacular 
views, restaurants, boating, great schools, 

607-435-0255 - www.CooperstownProp-
erty.com.

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF AMY 
BALTER, THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE, 
LLC. Arts of Org filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 05/04/2016. Office loc: 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be served and 
shall mail process to the principal business 
address: 2 Woodland Dr., Pleasantville, 
NY 10570. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LG 
CREATIVE ENTERPRISE, LLC. ARTS 
OF ORG filed with the Secy of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 05/25/2016. Office loc: West-
chester. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served and shall 
mail process to the principal business ad-
dress:  208 Harris Rd. Apt CA 1, Bedford 
Hills, NY 10507. Purpose: any lawful 
acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: RUN-
WAY PRESTIGE, LLC. ART OF ORG. 
filed with SSNY on 4/07/16. Office in 
Westchester County, SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: 285 Rich Avenue, Mt. Vernon, NY 
10552. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SAN-
DANO TECHNOLOGY GROUP, LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with Secre-
tary of State of New York (SSNY) on June 
30, 2016.  Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to:  Ste-
fano Sandano 59 Kensington Road Apt 
1A Bronxville, NY 10708.  Purpose:  Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF JENN 
MANN INTERIORS, LLC. ARTS. Of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 7/07/16.  Office 
location: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to Jennifer Mann, 11 Oneida Street 
Rye, New York 10580. Purpose: any law-
ful act or activity.

LOTS & ACREAGE
ABANDONED FARM LIQUIDATION 
SALE AUG 6TH 3 HRS NYC! 7 acres 
$19,900 10 acres $24,900 20 acres- $39,900 
30 acres- $59,900 24 Parcels being SOLD 
OFF! Terms are avail! Call to register 888- 
905-8847 Virtual Tour: NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:† www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry 
books, cameras, records, instruments, coins, 
watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. 
PLEASE CALL AARON AT 914-654-1683

CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS Up 
to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Payment 
Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices Paid!! 
Call JENNI Today! 800-413-3479 www.
CashForYourTestStrips.com

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please submit 
your information at least three weeks 
prior to your event and include the words 
“Happenings Calendar Submission” in your 
email subject line. Entries should be sent to 
Pat Casey at pcasey@theexaminernews.
com.

Tuesday, Aug. 2
White Plains National Night Out. 

Public Safety National Night Out 
Celebration, 6 to 9 p.m., 77 Lexington 
Ave., White Plains. Live Entertainment 
provided by: Aaron Brown and Moment’s 
Notice.

Greenburgh National Night Out. 
Crime and drug prevention event, 6 to 9 
p.m. Greenburgh Town Hall, 177 Hillside 
Ave., Greenburgh

Tuesdays @ Dorry’s. There’s no 
programming for July and August 
but we’ve always come to Dorry’s on 
Tuesdays when we can.  However,  this 
July and August Dorry’s will close at  5 
p.m.  In September we expect to resume 
presentations every Tuesday at Dorry’s as 
usual.

Wednesday, Aug. 3
Dancing Under the Stars. Buddy Holly 

Tribute, 7 to 9 p.m., Renaissance Plaza at 
Mamaroneck Ave and Main St., White 
Plains.

Caramoor Outdoor Concert Series 
at Katonah Museum of Art: Ethos 
Percussion Group. Audiences of all ages 
will be thrilled by America’s premier 
percussion quartet presenting an energetic 
potpourri of musical genres from around 
the globe. Landmark works by John Cage, 
Steve Reich and Philip Glass are electrified 
by their unique style, and followed by 
highly intoxicating rhythms from Guinea 
and Calcutta. Includes complementary 
beer. Katonah Museum of Art’s Marilyn 
M. Simpson Sculpture Garden, 134 Jay 
St., Katonah. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
Concert at 6 p.m. Katonah Museum of 
Art members: $15. Non-members: $20. 
Guests may bring their own blanket and 
picnic. Info: 914-232-9555 or visit www.
katonahmuseum.org.

“Romeo and Juliet.” The Kenneth 
Branagh Theatre Company Live season 
continues with a modern, passionate new 
vision of Shakespeare’s heartbreaking tale 
of forbidden love. Branagh co-directs 
with Rob Ashford, reuniting with Richard 
Madden and Lily James (as Romeo and 
Juliet), who starred in his celebrated 
adaptation of “Cinderella.” Also featuring 
Sir Derek Jacobi as Mercutio and 

Meera Syal as The Nurse. Screened in 
high-definition black and white. Jacob 
Burns Film Center, 364 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 p.m. Members: $25. Non-
members: $30. Also Aug. 10 at 2 p.m. 
and Aug. 15 at 6:30 p.m. Info: Visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.

Thursday, Aug. 4
Noon Day Concerts. Free concerts 

will be held on Thursdays from noon to 2 
p.m. in Renaissance Plaza located at Main 
Street and Mamaroneck Avenue in White 
Plains. This week Life’s a Beach.

William L. Carter Summer Jazz Series. 
Thursday nights at 7 p.m. in Yosemite 
Park, 32 Manhattan Ave., Greenburgh. 
The Free series fuses contemporary jazz 
with urban accents and features a variety 
of incredibly talented Jazz and R&B 
artists. Complete with great food, dance 
space, specialty vendors and a children’s 
playground along with a sprinkler pad. 
A chair and musical spirit is all you will 
need for an enjoyable evening featuring 
tribute band, Marcus Machado and Bilal 
& Friends.

Homebuying 101. Westchester 
Residential Opportunities (WRO) 
will lead a homebuying informational 
workshop in partnership with Wells Fargo 
and Coldwell Banker. This workshop will 
be held 5:30 to 7 p.m. and will provide 
you with expert guidance and real-life 
examples regarding the homebuying 
process.  The WPETC is located at 303 
Quarropas Street, White Plains.  

Friday, Aug. 5
Dance Party for Parkinson’s Summer 

Series. A partnership between the 
Steffi Nossen School of Dance and 
Burke Rehabilitation Hospital, this 
is a movement class based on the 
internationally acclaimed Dance for PD 
program. The program was developed in 
a collaboration between the Mark Morris 
Dance Group and Brooklyn Parkinson’s 
Group to address the needs of people 
with Parkinson’s. No dance experience 
necessary. Burke Rehabilitation Hospital’s 
Adult Fitness Center, 785 Mamaroneck 
Ave., White Plains. 5 to 6 p.m. Series: $96 
for individuals; $160 per couple. Class 
drop-in rate: $15 for individuals; $25 per 
couple. Fridays through Aug. 25. Info: 
914-328-1900.

“In the Heights.” The universal story 
of a vibrant community in New York’s 
Washington Heights, a place where the 
coffee from the corner bodega is light 
and sweet, the windows are always open 
and the breeze carries the rhythm of three 
generations of music. It’s a community on 

the brink of change, full of hopes, dreams 
and pressures, where the biggest struggles 
can be deciding which traditions you take 
and which ones you leave behind. White 
Plains Performing Arts Center, 11 City 
Place, White Plains. 8 p.m. Adults: $35. 
Students: $25. Also 6 at 8 p.m. and Aug. 
7 at 2 p.m. Info and tickets: 914-328-1600 
or visit www.wppac.com.

Saturday, Aug. 6
Teaching Trails: A Community Path for 

Environmental Education. Join guided 
trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat.  Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
11:30 a.m. Free. Every Saturday and 
Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Family Saturdays @ the Lab. Learn 
about green screening, explore an 
augmented reality sandbox and make 
your own claymation stop-motion film! 
Jacob Burns Film Center educators will 
be on hand to guide visitors through an 
experience like no other. Jacob Burns Film 
Center’s Media Arts Lab, 405 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. Meets 
the first Saturday of each month. Info: 
Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org. 

The New Rochelle Opera. The Small 
Town Theatre Company presents the 
third of four summer concerts featuring 
the New Rochelle Opera, which has been 
thrilling audiences with imaginative full 
opera productions since 1985. Audiences 
and critics have praised its brilliance. The 
opera company’s mission is to create a 
deeper understanding and appreciation 
of live opera by providing top quality 
professional opera performances to local 
audiences and showcasing aspiring young 
singers. Wampus Brook Park, Maple 
Avenue, Armonk. 8 p.m. Free. Info: Visit 
www.SmallTownTheatre.com.

Dead On Live. Celebrating the life and 
music of the Grateful Dead’s spiritual 
leader Jerry Garcia. An evening of 
music that digs deep into his incredible, 
stylistically-diverse career, from his 
bluegrass roots, to psychedelic ‘60s and 
his amazing artistic development of the 
‘70s, both as a songwriter and musician. 
This show pays tribute to his legacy, 
taking the audience on a sonic journey 
that faithfully recreates the touch and 
tone, the heart and soul of this American 
music icon. Paramount Hudson Valley, 
1008 Brown St., Peekskill. 8 p.m. $20 and 
$25. Info and tickets: 914-739-0039 or 
visit www.paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Sunday, Aug. 7
Heritage of India Festival. . Musical 

entertainment and dancers and activities 
for children. There will also be vendors 
who will be selling traditional arts and 
crafts and ethnic foods. Bring blankets or 
folding chairs for seating on the lawn. Rain 
or shine. Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla. 
11:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Free parking and 
admission. Info: 914-864-PARK or visit 
westchestergov.com/parks. 

Historic Mansion Tour. Visit 
Westchester’s version of Downton Abbey, 
a Georgian-style 1907 mansion, and 
find out who lived there and why it is 
important. Merestead Estate, 455 Byram 
Lake Rd., Mount Kisco. 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
Free. Also Aug. 14. Reservations required. 
Info and reservations: 914-864-7264.

Monday, Aug. 8.
Bird Walk. Rockefeller State Park 

Preserve, 125 Phelps Way (Route 117), 
Pleasantville. 7:30 a.m. Free. Meets 
the second Monday of each month. 
Info: 914-666-6503 or visit www.
sawmillriveraudubon.org.

Ongoing Events:
Fireworks, Special Prices and Free 

Daily Entertainment at Playland
Playland’s summer daily entertainment 

schedule is now in full swing, with the 
Kiddyland DJ, Katy the Great and Friends, 
Coaster’s International Dance Party, and 
Funky Fairytales: Princess and the Pea, 
all taking place in the Kiddyland. Grab a 
seat in front of the Music Tower Theater 
stage to watch a lively song-and-dance 
performance “American Beat.” Show 
times are posted in the park.

Special $15 Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday nights for those entering the 
park after 5 p.m. and includes unlimited 
rides until closing at 10 p.m. This special 
runs through Sept. 1.  

Friday Night Fireworks are back, 
comprising a spectacular show 
choreographed to music. The shows begin 
at 9:15 p.m. and run every Friday from 
July 1 through September 2. 

Celebrate International Friendship 
Day on Sunday, Aug. 7, when all ride 
admissions (including Juniors) are $15 
from 12 noon until the park closes at 10 
p.m. Parking is $15. 

Playland Park is Westchester’s premier 
amusement park. Guests can enjoy rides, 
catch a show, have a snack or a meal, 
play mini golf and take a stroll on the 
boardwalk. 

Regular admission prices: $30 unlimited 
rides; $20 Junior (under 48”) - Westchester 
residents with acceptable proof of 
residency are eligible for a $5 discount 
on these prices. Spectator admission (no 
rides) is free for Westchester County 
residents and $10 for non-residents.
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By Albert Coqueran
The NY Liberty Basketball Academy 

Camp for children from the ages of 7-17 
years old was held at the Madison Square 
Garden Training Center, in Tarrytown, 
from Monday, July 25 to Friday, July 29.

Nearly 90 children participated in the 
Camp, which was led by Liberty legend 
Teresa Weatherspoon, who is presently 
the Director of Player Development and 
Liberty Academy.  

Spoon, as she is affectionately known, 

was assisted by Liberty Director of Fan and 
Community Development Brett Tessler, 
Assistant Camp Director Julia Smith, Lib-
erty guard Brittany Boyd, Liberty legends 
Kym Hampton and Sue Wicks and Liberty 
Academy Camp Coaches. 

Along with Weatherspoon, the Liberty 
Camp staff provided these young aspiring 
athletes with an experience of a lifetime. 
Besides learning some valuable life-les-
sons, they were instructed in teamwork, 
sportsmanship, shooting, rebounding, 

dribbling and all facets of basketball. “This 
is our first camp in our wonderful facility. 
We have over 85 children and it has been 
amazing since day one to our last day 
watching our children progress,” Weath-
erspoon said.

Weatherspoon, a White Plains resi-
dent and a member of the original Liber-
ty team, was appointed the Liberty’s first 
Director of Player Development in 2015. 
This year she is embracing her added 
role as Director of the Liberty Basketball 
Academy. 

The four-time WNBA All-Star and in-

ductee in the Liberty Ring of Honor even 
introduced the young campers to the 2016 
USA Women’s Olympic Basketball Team, 
who were practicing at the MSG Training 
Facility on Saturday. 

“I do not think there is another camp 
across the country that can say the Olym-
pic Team walked through their camp and 
gave their children an uplifting wave or a 
handshake. This is very special to children 
who are dreaming of one day becoming an 
Olympian,” emotionally declared Weath-
erspoon.

The entire class of campers received 

EX AMINER SPORTS
NY Liberty Basketball Academy Camp-A Court of Dreams for Youth
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NY Liberty guard Brittany Boyd (right) is known for her defensive prowess, while leading the team in 
steals with 33 at the Olympic Break. Boyd is also third on the team in assists with 2.8 per game and 
averaging 5.7 points per game on offense. She took time to visit with some the Liberty Basketball 
Academy Campers, while on a break from leading Campers in instructional basketball drills. 

Teresa Weatherspoon, the Director of  Player Development and Liberty Academy led the Liberty Academy 
Basketball Camp with on-court instructional drills and motivational speeches. At the conclusion of  the 
camp all the children were distinguished with Medals and some received special Awards. Jules Vano of  
Yorktown, a Lymphoma survivor touched “Spoon’s” heart while participating in the week-long camp 
despite her illness. Weatherspoon presented Vano the Inspiration Award, which included an official 
WNBA basketball signed by the entire 2016 USA Women’s Olympic Basketball Team. 

By the conclusion of  the five-day Liberty Academy Basketball Camp from Monday, July 25-Friday, July 
29, campers skills were vastly increased as demonstrated by one young lady camper exhibiting her ball-
handling skills, during the last day of  camp, on Friday, at the Madison Square Garden Training Facility, 
in Tarrytown. 

The NY Liberty Academy Basketball Camp was held at the MSG Training Center in Tarrytown from 
Monday, July 25 to Friday, July 29. Children from the ages of  7 -17 years old participated in the camp. 
The young basketball enthusiasts were organized into Divisions with WNBA team names. The Minnesota 
Lynx won Western Division Championship Rings, with the names of  Liberty Ring of  Honor inductees 
inscribed on the rings. 
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Police Blotter
Greenburgh Police Department

Automobile Accident. On December 8 
at about midnight, officers responded to 
a motor vehicle accident in the vicinity 
of Rockledge Avenue in Hartsdale. A 
resident of the neighborhood told police 
he heard a vehicle speed up the street then 
a loud crash. The witness then exited his 
apartment to see two men standing in the 
street where the accident occurred. When 
they were approached the men fled, but 
were apprehended down the street from 
the accident scene. One was combative, 
uncooperative and heavily intoxicated 
and was placed into handcuffs for officer 
safety and detained. A canvass and an 
additional investigation were conducted to 
attempt to locate the driver of the vehicle 
that struck two parked cars. The detainee 
continued to be highly uncooperative and 
hostile and later admitted to a paramedic 
on scene to having more than 10 drinks 
in a few hours. This party was later 
transported to White Plains Hospital 
complaining of minor injuries from the 
accident. 

Suspicious Incident. On December 8 at 
about 3:30 a.m. a resident on Old Kensico 
Road reported to police that through his 
window on the second floor, he observed 
a male going through his vehicle located 
on the driveway and two other males 

with hoodies standing by as lookouts. 
When the witness went to seek a phone 
to dial 911, the three males were gone. 
Responding units located three males just 
north on Old Kensico and Old Tarrytown 
Rd. wearing hoodies. Two were carrying 
book bags. All suspects reported that the 
reason they were in the area was because 
they were looking for a back street to get 
to Burger King in Elmsford. The two males 
with book bags only had personal items in 
their possession. There was no camera on 
the premises where the incident occurred 
and the witness did not report anything 
missing. He was also unable to identify the 
suspects as those he saw on his property. 
All suspects were released on scene and 
given directions back to Tarrytown Rd. 
Police canvassed surrounding vehicles 
and found all to be apparently normal.

Stolen Automobile. On the afternoon 
of December 8, a White Plains resident 
informed the Greenburgh Police 
Department that his car was stolen. The 
alleged victim said that a week earlier he 
had lent the car to a friend but needed it 
back within two days. He had not heard 
from that friend since. An inquiry found 
that a vehicle with the same New York 
plate number had been reported stolen out 
of New Rochelle on September 14, 2014 
and that the plates had also come back as 

stolen. Greenburgh Police contacted the 
New Rochelle Police Department. It was 
discovered that the vehicle identification 
number matched two stolen plates. The 
investigation is ongoing.

Identity Theft. On December 8 a 
Greenburgh resident walked into police 
headquarters to report that a month 
earlier on November 5 his Visa credit card 
was charged 15 times totaling $1800 at 
several different McDonalds locations in 
the Albany area. The victim said he had 
not made any of those charges and that he 
had no idea who did. The victim wished 
to make this report for documentation 
purposes and further told police that he 
had cancelled his credit card.

Grand Larceny. On December 8, 
a Mr. Frank told police that two days 
earlier, Saturday, Dec. 6 at about 10 p.m. 
he had parked his car at the Greenburgh 
Multiplex Theater in a parking spot on 
the northern side of the building. When 
he returned, he noticed his briefcase 
missing from the interior. The victim also 
reported that he left his car unlocked. 
The briefcase was located in between the 
driver and passenger seats and contained 
a Mac Laptop, prescription medication 
(Oxycontin) and various miscellaneous 
papers. There are no suspects at this time. 

The victim requested a police report on 
this incident. Police responded to the 
Greenburgh Multiplex Theater to attempt 
to obtain surveillance footage of the 
incident.

Driving Without License. At about 
2:45 a.m. on December 9, police observed 
a car traveling at high speed on Hartsdale 
Road, White Plains. After pulling the car 
over, an officer approached the vehicle 
and observed that the driver was the sole 
occupant of the vehicle. He produced 
an authentic NYS non-driver ID Card, 
identified himself and apologized for 
traveling at a high rate of speed, indicating 
that he was not used to driving his 
girlfriend’s car. An NCIC and E-Justice 
inquiry of the license revealed that the 
driver had a revoked license with a total of 
two open scoffs on two separate dates. The 
driver was issued a ticket for disobeying 
a traffic control device and a ticket for 
aggravated unlicensed operation in the 
3rd degree. He was released on the scene.
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Olympic style Medals for their partici-
pation and dedication to learning at the 
Liberty Basketball Academy Camp. Spe-
cial awards were presented for displaying 
sportsmanship and teamwork and pro-
gressing in certain skills over the five-day 
Camp.  

“I was here all five days and it was really 
fun. I learned how to work on my basket-

ball skills and fundamentals, my dribbling, 
shooting and also how to work together 
as a team,” said Tamia Dimmie, an eighth 
grader from Sleepy Hollow High School, 
who was presented the Western Division 
Becky Hammon Playmaker Award.

On Friday, at the conclusion of the 
Camp, Weatherspoon thanked the partic-
ipants, staff, coaches and parents for as-
sisting in making this year’s Liberty Bas-
ketball Academy Camp a success. Then 
she turned and said aloud, “and she makes 
it all possible,” as Spoon gestured to thank 
Kristin Bernert, Senior VP Business & 
Basketball Operations for the NY Liberty. 

David Zenon, a former Assistant Coach for the 
White Plains High School Boys Basketball Team, 
played a major role in this year’s Liberty Academy 
Basketball Camp. Zenon coached campers, led 
instructional drills, refereed games and even 
worked the time clock, during the five-day camp. 

 NY Liberty Director of  Player Development and Liberty Academy, Teresa 
“Spoon” Weatherspoon (center) rallies Campers during skills drills. 
Spoon’s motivational speeches and huddles of  encouragement were 
highlights of  the Liberty Academy Basketball Camp. 

The NY Liberty Academy Basketball Camp was attended by nearly 90 children from the ages of  7-17 
years old. Brett Tessler (left), the Liberty Director of  Fan & Community Development prepares the 
Awards Ceremony at the conclusion of  the five-day camp, as participants assemble on the court and 
parents watch from the sidelines

Brett Tessler, Director of  Fan & Community Development (left) show admiring Liberty 
Campers, Hannah Kovach (center) and Joey Abirizk, the Medals, Championship Rings 
and T-shirt Awards that will be presented to participants at the conclusion of  the 
week-long Liberty Basketball Academy Camp, at the MSG Training Center. 
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.

SPIN YOUR LUCK
AT THE ALL NEW
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