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The City of White Plains officially 
opened its new playground and fitness 
area at Kittrell Park on Friday. The play-
ground replaces an older, existing play 
structure with a fully accessible and 
adaptable one for all children, ages 2 -12, 
to enjoy. It features a colorful array of play 
structures, including slides, ramps, wiggle 
ladder, lollipop climbers, play panels, a 
wobble pod and a poured-in-place rub-
berized safety-surface.

One of the primary attributes of the 
playground is that it was designed to be 
“inclusive” including equipment and ma-
terials that would provide children with 
disabilities the ability to play alongside 
and with other children. 

“This type of playground will become 
our new standard,” said Mayor Tom 
Roach at the ribbon cutting ceremony for 
the park. “As we are able, we will upgrade 
the city’s other play structures in this same 
manner so that the end result at each  
will be a safe and inclusive playground  

for all children.” 
In addition to the playground an out-

door fitness area has been incorporated 
into the footprint of the facility to make 
the park a “fitness destination.” The fit-
ness area offers equipment for users 14 
years and older and includes stations for: 
Ab Crunch, Leg Lifts, Cardio Stepper and 
Elliptical, Chest/Back press, Pull-up/Dips, 
Squat Press, Tai Chi Wheels and Plyomet-
rics.

The most recent upgrades complete a 
two-year, full renovation of this heavily 
used park. Last year, the city replaced the 
aging pool with a new pool. 

The playground renovation was greatly 
assisted by a state grant of $125,000 ob-
tained with the assistance of State Assem-
bly Member Amy Paulin. 

“The parks and playgrounds are an im-
portant part of the fabric of White Plains,” 
Paulin said during the ribbon cutting. 
“That particularly holds true for the play-
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Housing Monitor: Remove No. Castle 
From Potential Zoning Suit List

White Plains Council Approves 
2nd Salt Storage Structure

By Martin Wilbur
The monitor overseeing the affordable 

housing settlement between Westchester 
County and the federal government 
last week recommended that the U.S. 
Department of Justice drop plans 
to sue the Town of North Castle for 
exclusionary zoning.

In a letter last Thursday to U.S. District 
Court Judge Denise Cote, Monitor James 
Johnson pointed to progress that the 
town has made in reforming its zoning 
code. 

Johnson highlighted the town’s passage 
of the model ordinance and expanding 

areas that permit as-of-right multifamily 
and mixed-used development. Currently, 
the town has 25 units of affordable 
housing that is under construction or has 
been approved by its boards, including 
10 units on Old Route 22 that are nearing 
completion this summer.

“On account of this progress, the 
Monitor withdraws the recommendation 
that the DOJ should consider bringing 
legal action against North Castle 
for its zoning,” Johnson wrote in his 
correspondence with Cote.

Johnson had recommended on Apr. 
28 that the Justice Department give 

continued on page 4

By Pat Casey
The White Plains Department of Public 

Works will construct a second salt storage 
facility in the Gedney Recycling Yard, 
now that the structure and its location 
have been approved by the city council.

The main salt storage facility for White 
Plains is located off of Westchester 
Avenue at the Kenscio DPW yard.

During the July 5 Council meeting, 
members asked Department of Public 
Works Commissioner Richard Hope to 
describe the structure and where it will 
be located in the yard. Councilwoman 
Milagros Lecuona was particularly 
concerned that the structure not be too 

visible during the winter and also asked 
that residents be notified of what was 
happening.

Hope said DPW had looked at several 
spots in the Gedney Yard to place the 
structure and finally decided on almost 
dead center because that was the most 
shielded from residential view.

Mayor Tom Roach explained that the 
second location would be used as back-up 
salt storage, enabling the city to purchase 
salt for winter storm use when the prices 
were at the lowest of the year. 

The main storage facility would remain 
the location where salt is loaded onto 

continued on page 2
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 

twitter.com/@ExaminerMedia
Page 11 Page 15

Major 
Renovation at 

La Riserva 

State Assemblywoman Amy Paulin, White Plains Mayor Tom Roach, members of  the White Plains 
Common Council and staff  of  White Plains Recreation and Parks Department cut the ribbon to the newly 
renovated Kittrell Park.

NY Knicks 
Signs Free 

Agents

White Plains Opens Inclusive Playground and Fitness Area at Kittrell Park
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White Plains Opens 
Inclusive Playground and 
Fitness Area at Kittrell Park

White Plains Council 
Approves 2nd Salt Storage 
Structure

continued from page 1 continued from page 1
ground at Kittrell Park. I am proud that I 
was able to help secure the funding need-
ed to build a new playground. I hope the 
children will be able to enjoy it for years 
to come.”

Kittrell Park is located at the corner of 
Fisher Avenue and Irving Place.

trucks for dispersal on city streets. The 
back-up storage area would be accessed 
only during daytime hours and trucks 
would load up to bring salt to the main 
storage area when needed.

Screen shot of  White Plains Commissioner 
Department of  Public Works, Richard Hope, 
showing members of  the Common Council where 
the salt storage building will be located in the 
Gedney Recycling Yard.

news and jumps
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
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INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675
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NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590
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PAWLING:
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PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111
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YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000
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Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  
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By Martin Wilbur
About 100 renewable energy advocates 

held a vigil outside Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
home early Sunday evening urging the 
governor to take immediate steps to shut 
down three projects and facilities they ar-
gue accelerate climate change.

The roughly hour-long interfaith vig-
il attracted opponents of Indian Point 
nuclear power plant in Buchanan, the 
Spectra AIM Pipeline being built through 
northern Westchester that would trans-
port natural gas derived from hydraulic 
fracturing and the CPV power plant in 
Orange County that is under construc-
tion. 

The CPV plant would use fracked gas 
from Pennsylvania to provide power but 
emit millions of tons of greenhouse gases 
further endangering, opponents said.

Holding signs, singing songs and de-
livering short comments and prayers, the 
demonstrators made the five-minute walk 
from the parking lot of the Presbyterian 
Church of Mount Kisco to near Cuomo’s 
Bittersweet Lane house in New Castle un-
der a heavy police presence.

“Gov. Cuomo has a choice – either to 
protect the health and safety of the peo-
ple of New York and the environment 
our children will inherit or capitulate to 
the interests of an industry whose only 
motive is profit,” said James Cromwell, 

an environmental activist and member of 
Protect Orange County. 

“If we allow fracked gas to be transport-
ed and consumed in this state, then the 
governor’s moratorium was a meaning-
less self-serving hoax and New York City 
is condemned to sink beneath the waves,” 
he added.

Some who participated in the vigil 
pointed to the governor’s public opposi-
tion to the Spectra AIM Pipeline last win-
ter; however, the Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission (FERC) approved the 
project. The pipeline, 42 inches in diame-
ter, would pass a little more than 100 feet 
from Indian Point at its closest point.

Some of the demonstrators want Cuo-
mo to appeal to President Obama to order 
FERC to stop construction. U.S. Senators 
Chuck Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand 
came out in favor of halting construction 
in May. 

There was also a call for Cuomo to or-
der the state Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation (DEC) to pull the permit 
for the work.

Susan Van Dolsen of Stop the Algon-
quin Pipeline Expansion said that on Sun-
day afternoon a member of Cuomo’s staff 
contacted the group to inform them that 
the governor may be willing to go to bat 
for them in Washington.

Van Dolsen said she was hopeful that 

action would be tak-
en.

“I’m pretty opti-
mistic because he re-
sponds when he sees 
enough people are 
concerned,” she said. 
“He knows Indian 
Point is a problem. 
I don’t think they 
would have reached 
out to us if they had 
no interest of helping 
us in some way.”

Gary Shaw, a mem-
ber of the leadership 
council of the Indi-
an Point Safe Energy 
Coalition, said keep-
ing Indian Point open 
after more than 40 
years in operation is a 
gamble that puts millions of people at risk. 

Furthermore, using natural gas instead 
of nuclear energy would do nothing to 
protect residents or the environment.

“There are the rods (containing) high 
level radioactive waste just a few miles 
from here,” Shaw said. “This is not a 
tradeoff. All extracted energy must be 
stopped. We have to move to renewables.”

Part of the message delivered by protes-
tors was for New York State policymakers 

to devise an energy plan with the goal 
of being free of fossil fuel consumption 
by 2030. Father David Stump, who came 
from Jersey City, N.J. to join the vigil, said 
the money being spent on the pipeline 
should be used to develop renewable en-
ergy sources. 

“Put it into wind and solar and it would 
be much more respectful of this beau-
tiful planet God gave us and you might  
even have an investment that will last,” 
Stump said. 

Advocates of  renewable energy held an early Sunday evening vigil outside 
of  the New Castle residence of  Gov. Andrew Cuomo. They called for the 
construction to cease on the Spectra AIM Pipeline and for Indian Point 
nuclear power plant to be closed.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
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Housing Monitor: Remove No. Castle From Potential Zoning Suit List
continued from page 1
serious consideration to suing the seven 
municipalities if there continued to be 
an “absence of remediation.” Also listed 
were Croton-on-Hudson, Harrison, 
Lewisboro, Pelham Manor, Larchmont 
and Rye Brook.

North Castle is one of the 31 mostly 
white communities in Westchester that 
was included in the 2009 affordable 
housing settlement between the federal 
government and the county. Westchester 
must have building permits for 750 new 
units of affordable housing by Dec. 31. At 
the close of 2015, financing was in place 
for 649 units, 49 more than required, 
and 588 building permits were obtained, 
according to the county.

On June 14, North Castle Supervisor 
Michael Schiliro met with Johnson’s 
housing consultant Brian Kintish 
and his community liaison, Carolyn 
Stevens, where he provided an update 
on the progress with the number of 
units under construction and in various 
stages of planning and also addressed 
the environmental and infrastructure 
limitations.

Much of the town, particular Armonk 
and Banksville, are constrained by limited 
sewage capacity and protected watershed 
areas.

Schiliro said he had previously met 
with Johnson prior to the April report and 
took him on an extensive tour of North 

Castle to explain the efforts the town has 
been making and the challenges it faces. 
In the spring he said he was disappointed 
by the original recommendation but 
remained hopeful that with consistent 
communication Johnson and his team 
would recognize the strides the town has 
made.

“I truly feel that the town and this 
board, a very bipartisan board, has 
addressed the big issue and embraced 
it and we have worked to further AFFH 
(units) in town,” Schiliro said.

The town passed the county’s model 
ordinance two years ago, where it 
requires 10 percent of the units in certain 
sized projects to meet affordable housing 
guidelines.

In Johnson’s July 7 report, only North 
Castle and Rye Brook were recommended 
to have the threat of a lawsuit lifted. 
The Town of Harrison and the Village 
of Pelham Manor remain under threat 
of litigation while Johnson stated that 
for the other three municipalities any 
progress was still being considered or 
that the Department of Justice should still 
weigh its litigation priorities.

The report was made public last 
Friday, the same day that Westchester 
County found itself back before Cote 
for a hearing in federal district court in 
Manhattan. The judge ordered the county 
to hire a consultant within 30 days to 

help it complete an acceptable Analysis 
of Impediments (AI) that will outline 
the obstacles to creating more affordable 
housing.

Westchester has submitted eight AI 
reports after the housing settlement 
went into effect in 2009, but all have 
been rejected by the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD).

While Cote has been tough on the 
county, Schiliro said that he heard 
through a second hand source that the 
judge commended North Castle and 
Rye Brook during Friday’s hearing for 
the progress the two municipalities have 
made to help make affordable housing 
more achievable in their jurisdictions.

“That’s nice to hear because it’s real,” 
Schiliro said. “We’re working hard 
genuinely and we feel we made progress 
and it was recognized.”

In addition to the 10 units being 
constructed on Old Route 22, there 
would also be seven units at Brynwood 
Golf & Country Club, two on Old Mount 
Kisco Road built via developer Frank 
Madonna’s projects and six more on 
Maple Avenue through Michael Fareri’s 
plan at the old lumberyard on Bedford 
Road. However, Fareri was scheduled 
to return to the North Castle Planning 
Board Monday night to revise the 
lumberyard project from 30 market-rate 
condominium units to an all-affordable 
housing project containing up to 48 units.

Astorino Celebrates Academic Achievement 
With ACE Challenge Winners

With the 2015-2016 school year recently completed, Westchester County Executive Rob Astorino 
honored students who met an academic challenge he issued last fall to Westchester County students 
in grades 6 through 12. The Astorino Challenge in Education, or “ACE,” offered a free season pass 
to Playland to students who signed up at the beginning of  the school year and achieved one of  the 
following three benchmarks during the 2015-2016 school year: Final G.P.A of  at least 3.8, 95% 
or A average, or better (depending on the school’s grading system); or Perfect attendance for 
the entire school year; or a full grade point, letter or 10 percentage point improvement from the 
previous year’s final report card (Final 2nd year G.P.A must be at least a 2.0, 75% or C average). 
The third benchmark was added this year to reward students who made a dramatic improvement 
in the classroom. This, the fourth year of  the ACE challenge, saw nearly 900 Westchester County 
students sign up for the challenge, about the same number as last year and nearly double the 
number of  students who signed up in the first two years combined. There are already nearly 100 
confirmed winners of  the challenge with dozens more coming each day as report cards are sent 
in by challenge participants. The free season pass to Playland is good from the date of  issue until 
the end of  the season and includes free admission to the park and unlimited rides. The passes are 
made available through the Westchester County Youth Bureau.
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Pro-Palestinian Protestors Urge Cuomo to Rescind Order Supporting Israel
By Henry Buckley

Close to 100 New Yorkers protested 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s recent executive 
order outside his home last Wednesday 
that looks to suppress efforts by Palestin-
ian supporters who have used boycott, 
divestment and sanctions (BDS) against 
Israel.

Organized by the Freedom to Boycott 
NYS Coalition, a conglomeration of more 
than 100 pro-Palestinian and human 
rights groups throughout the state, pro-
testors chanted slogans and carried signs 
while marching from the Mount Kisco 
train station. They walked along Route 
133 to Cuomo’s house on Bittersweet Lane 
in New Castle in hopes of persuading the 
governor to rescind the order. 

Signed on June 5, the order requires 
state agencies to divest from organizations 
that support the boycott of Israel. The BDS 
movement, which was instituted 11 years 
ago, protests companies and academic 
and cultural institutions that profit from 
Israel's treatment of Palestinian people 
and violations of international law, sup-
porters argued. 

They also contended that the order 
from Cuomo requires the blacklisting of 
all companies and institutions that sup-
port using boycotts to benefit Palestinians.

Radhika Sainath, staff attorney for Pal-
estine Legal and counsel for the Center for 

Constitutional Rights, 
called Cuomo’s action 
unconstitutional. She 
said the U.S. Supreme 
Court has long held 
that boycotts to bring 
political, social and 
economic change are 
protected under the 
First Amendment. 

“Governor Cuomo 
is allowed to express 
his political opinion,” 
Sainath said. “What he 
may not do is penalize 
New Yorkers for ex-
pressing ours. Direct 
or indirect restric-
tions in public funding 
aimed at suppressing 
particular political 
perspectives are un-
constitutional.” 

Sainath also said 
that the Supreme 
Court has held that 
the government may 
not deny a benefit or 
impose restrictions 
on entities to suppress 
certain political per-
spectives. 

“Cuomo has made 

it clear in his statement this executive 
order is about punishing those who dis-
agree with Israel’s policies,” she said. “The 
executive order is a penalty on disfa-
vored viewpoints, which violates the First 
Amendment.”

Repeated messages and e-mails to the 
governor’s press office on Thursday and 
Friday seeking comment on the protest 
were not returned.

Cuomo has been a staunch supporter of 
Israel and visited the country in 2014 in a 
show of unity. In a Washington Post piece 
written by the governor in support of his 
recent order, he asserted, “If you boycott 
Israel, New York State will boycott you.”

Protestors made their way from the Met-
ro-North station to Cuomo’s residence in 
about 30 minutes. Some waved Palestin-
ian flags and carried signs such as “Boy-
cott Until Palestinians Have Freedom” 
and “Freedom to Boycott.” Others toted 
a tombstone on which “RIP 1st Amend-
ment” was written. Protestors promised it 
would be delivered to the governor.

New Castle police were present along 
the protestors’ route to and outside the 
governor’s home.

Martin Wilbur contributed to this article.
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Pro-Palestinian protestors march from the Mount Kisco Metro-North 
station to Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s home last week objecting to his executive 
order last month that requires state agencies to divest from businesses 
and organizations that support a boycott of  Israel.
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Police Blotter
Greenburgh Police Department

Automobile Accident. On December 8 
at about midnight, officers responded to 
a motor vehicle accident in the vicinity 
of Rockledge Avenue in Hartsdale. A 
resident of the neighborhood told police 
he heard a vehicle speed up the street then 
a loud crash. The witness then exited his 
apartment to see two men standing in the 
street where the accident occurred. When 
they were approached the men fled, but 
were apprehended down the street from 
the accident scene. One was combative, 
uncooperative and heavily intoxicated 
and was placed into handcuffs for officer 
safety and detained. A canvass and an 
additional investigation were conducted to 
attempt to locate the driver of the vehicle 
that struck two parked cars. The detainee 
continued to be highly uncooperative and 
hostile and later admitted to a paramedic 
on scene to having more than 10 drinks 
in a few hours. This party was later 
transported to White Plains Hospital 
complaining of minor injuries from the 
accident. 

Suspicious Incident. On December 8 at 
about 3:30 a.m. a resident on Old Kensico 
Road reported to police that through his 
window on the second floor, he observed 
a male going through his vehicle located 
on the driveway and two other males 

with hoodies standing by as lookouts. 
When the witness went to seek a phone 
to dial 911, the three males were gone. 
Responding units located three males just 
north on Old Kensico and Old Tarrytown 
Rd. wearing hoodies. Two were carrying 
book bags. All suspects reported that the 
reason they were in the area was because 
they were looking for a back street to get 
to Burger King in Elmsford. The two males 
with book bags only had personal items in 
their possession. There was no camera on 
the premises where the incident occurred 
and the witness did not report anything 
missing. He was also unable to identify the 
suspects as those he saw on his property. 
All suspects were released on scene and 
given directions back to Tarrytown Rd. 
Police canvassed surrounding vehicles 
and found all to be apparently normal.

Stolen Automobile. On the afternoon 
of December 8, a White Plains resident 
informed the Greenburgh Police 
Department that his car was stolen. The 
alleged victim said that a week earlier he 
had lent the car to a friend but needed it 
back within two days. He had not heard 
from that friend since. An inquiry found 
that a vehicle with the same New York 
plate number had been reported stolen out 
of New Rochelle on September 14, 2014 
and that the plates had also come back as 

stolen. Greenburgh Police contacted the 
New Rochelle Police Department. It was 
discovered that the vehicle identification 
number matched two stolen plates. The 
investigation is ongoing.

Identity Theft. On December 8 a 
Greenburgh resident walked into police 
headquarters to report that a month 
earlier on November 5 his Visa credit card 
was charged 15 times totaling $1800 at 
several different McDonalds locations in 
the Albany area. The victim said he had 
not made any of those charges and that he 
had no idea who did. The victim wished 
to make this report for documentation 
purposes and further told police that he 
had cancelled his credit card.

Grand Larceny. On December 8, 
a Mr. Frank told police that two days 
earlier, Saturday, Dec. 6 at about 10 p.m. 
he had parked his car at the Greenburgh 
Multiplex Theater in a parking spot on 
the northern side of the building. When 
he returned, he noticed his briefcase 
missing from the interior. The victim also 
reported that he left his car unlocked. 
The briefcase was located in between the 
driver and passenger seats and contained 
a Mac Laptop, prescription medication 
(Oxycontin) and various miscellaneous 
papers. There are no suspects at this time. 

The victim requested a police report on 
this incident. Police responded to the 
Greenburgh Multiplex Theater to attempt 
to obtain surveillance footage of the 
incident.

Driving Without License. At about 
2:45 a.m. on December 9, police observed 
a car traveling at high speed on Hartsdale 
Road, White Plains. After pulling the car 
over, an officer approached the vehicle 
and observed that the driver was the sole 
occupant of the vehicle. He produced 
an authentic NYS non-driver ID Card, 
identified himself and apologized for 
traveling at a high rate of speed, indicating 
that he was not used to driving his 
girlfriend’s car. An NCIC and E-Justice 
inquiry of the license revealed that the 
driver had a revoked license with a total of 
two open scoffs on two separate dates. The 
driver was issued a ticket for disobeying 
a traffic control device and a ticket for 
aggravated unlicensed operation in the 
3rd degree. He was released on the scene.
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White Plains Fireworks Postponed 
But Still Deliver a “Wow”

The White Plains annual Independence Day Celebration and Fireworks at the high school athletic 
field had to be postponed from Friday, July 1 to Wednesday, July 6 because of  inclement weather. 
Despite the date change, the show was fantastic and provided a real “Wow” for city residents. 

HOWARD WALDMAN PHOTOS

Woman’s Club Awards Scholarships
The Woman’s Club of White Plains pre-

sented its annual scholarships to 18 White 
Plains High School students, the largest 
group ever to be awarded scholarships by 
the Woman’s Club, at the Annual Spring 
Dinner. The students, accompanied by 
their families, were guests of the Club at 
the dinner. Seventeen of the winners who 
attended the dinner and their intended 
colleges included Camile Ramos SUNY 
Albany, Laura Prestipino Manhattanville, 
Marissa Grande SUNY Albany, Katherine 
Suqui University of Buffalo, Daniella Oria 
Boston College, Amanda Grant George-

town, Jacqueline Rayo SUNY Purchase, 
Vanessa Acetuino Sacred Heart, Yu Wha 
Kim Binghamton, Amanda Collaboletta 
Manhattanville, Cardon Furry Villanova, 
Josephine Mercado, University of Ver-
mont, Tatiana Mercurio Penn State, Mad-
ison Sacramone Savannah College of Arts 
and Design, Melanie Carlos SUNY Delhi, 
Kayla Bonnet SUNY Albany, Carolina 
Mattos Rochester Institute of Technology. 
Charlotte Mead was also awarded a schol-
arship.

The scholarship committee comprised 
of Ybelize Pilarte, Laurette Young, Clau-

dio Melo and Laura Mastoloni evaluated 
a long list of outstanding candidates be-
fore selecting these young women. The 
diversity and quality of schools to which 
they have been accepted is a testimony to 
their hard work and dedication to fur-
thering their educations. 

Funds for the scholarships are raised 
primarily through the Fashion Show 
Scholarship Luncheon held every year. 
This year’s event was in April and hon-
ored “Women in Service.” Members of 
the White Plains Police Department, the 
White Plains School District and nurs-

es from White Plains Hospital were the 
models this year. Fashions from Lord & 
Taylor and LOLA were on display. A si-
lent auction was also held. The event 
raised $15000 toward the scholarship 
fund, the most successful Fashion Show 
Scholarship Luncheon to date. 

Seventeen scholarship winners and The Woman’s Club of  White Plains scholarship committee members 
Laurette Young and  Laura Mastoloni (left) and Claudio Melo and Ybelize Pilarte (right). (Not pictured 
Charlotte Mead, the 18th scholarship winner.)
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ShopRite “Lights It Up Blue” by 
Donating $192,000 to Autism Speaks

Team members from ShopRite Supermarkets, Inc. (SRS) present a check for $192,000 to 
representatives from Autism Speaks – whose mission is to change the future of  all who suffer with 
autism spectrum disorders. In support of  Autism Awareness Month, ShopRite stores throughout 
Albany, Columbia, Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Schenectady, Sullivan, Ulster and Westchester Counties 
in New York, and Middlesex, Sussex and Union Counties in New Jersey, participated in a “Light 
It Up Blue” fundraising campaign, collecting donations at checkout and holding in-store events, 
including raffles and educational workshops with ShopRite’s in-store dietitians, during a two week 
period in April, with all proceeds benefitting Autism Speaks. From left to right: Damaris Posadas, 
area human resources specialist, ShopRite Supermarkets, Inc.; Mike Schoendorf, district manager, 
ShopRite Supermarkets, Inc.; John Hunker, district manager, ShopRite Supermarkets, Inc.; Robin 
Morris, Westchester/Fairfield walk co-chair; Paul Morris, son of  Robin and Daniel Morris; Daniel 
Morris, Westchester/Fairfield walk co-chair; Lisa Goring, executive vice president, Autism Speaks

Westchester Children’s Association 
Announces WC4K Program

Westchester Children’s Association 
(WCA), with The Westchester Bank and 
the Westchester Knicks, launched a new 
group, Westchester Companies for Kids 
(WC4K). The primary goal for the group is 

to engage the business sector with WCA’s 
mission: to improve the lives of Westches-
ter’s young people by shaping policies and 
programs to meet their needs, and by keep-
ing their well-being at the top of the pub-
lic agenda.  WC4K is Co-Chaired by John 
Tolomer, President and CEO of The West-
chester Bank, and Kevin Bovet, VP of Sales 
and Business Operations for the Westches-
ter Knicks.  “The Westchester Bank uses a 
well-known proverb as a guiding princi-
ple. That proverb says that ‘the only time 
one man should be standing over another 
is to help him up’” said Tolomer in an an-
nouncement of the new program. “When 

we look at the Westchester Children’s Asso-
ciation, which just celebrated its 100th year, 
we see the importance of their work in 
advocating for our children’s health and 
well-being. We know the fine work they do, 

and we’re pleased to play 
a small part in their suc-
cess. If we can’t advocate 
for our children, who can 
we advocate for?”

To celebrate its Cen-
tennial in 2014, WCA 
launched an ambitious 
campaign to raise $6.5 
million, which it exceed-
ed this year. All the funds 
raised were from private 
donors, foundations and 
corporations.    

In addition to The 
Westchester Bank and 

the Westchester Knicks, 
eight other companies 
have signed on to WC4K 

as founding members.  They are: Barhite & 
Holzinger, and Spencer-Adams, Inc, both 
real estate agencies; Empress Ambulance 
Service; New York Hospitality Group; Wal-
ison Corp., a real estate developer; and Stop 
and Shop.

information resources for many ser-
vice providers, child advocates and policy  
makers.     

 Companies interested in joining West-
chester Companies for Kids, should call 
914-946-7676 ext. 303.

For more information about West-
chester Children's Association visit  www.
wca4kids.org .

Westchester Children’s Association with The Westchester Bank and the 
Westchester Knicks recently launched Westchester Companies for Kids 
(WWC4K).

Greenburgh Police Department
Suspicious Incident. On the afternoon 

July 4, officers responded to Auto Zone on 
a call of a disabled vehicle and unwanted 
party on the property. The owner of Auto 
Zone said that a male not employed by 
Auto Zone was constantly in the parking 
lot working on vehicles. He advised the 
man several times that he is not to work 
on automobiles in the parking lot or leave 
disabled vehicles unattended. The man 
said that the vehicle belonged to a custom-
er and coincidentally broke down in the 
parking lot of Auto Zone. The vehicle was 
towed by Brendan’s towing to the man’s 
shop (Brown’s Car Care). An attempt was 
made to contact the registered owner of 
the vehicle but he could not be reached. 
The address of Brown’s Car Care is a pri-
vate residence and it appears the resident 
is running an unlicensed repair shop. The 
building department was notified for a 
follow up.

Petit Larceny. On July 3, officers re-
sponded to Best Buy, for a report of a fe-

male attempting to return items she had 
not purchased. Officers met with Best 
Buy’s Loss Prevention officer, who report-
ed that he had watched the female take 
several items off the shelves and then go to 
customer service and try to return them 
for a credit. The items totaled $218.97. 
The suspect produced a Mexican photo 
ID with her White Plains address on it. 
An NCIC check came back with an arrest 
history out of the Town of Greenburgh for 
prior larcenies, but no warrants. A field 
arrest was conducted and the suspect was 
advised she is no longer allowed at any 
Best Buy locations.

Marijuana Possession. On July 2, de-
tectives observed a vehicle traveling south 
on Taxter Road failing to maintain the 
lane of traffic and cross over the dou-
ble yellow line. The vehicle was stopped 
and the driver and passenger were in-
terviewed. A quantity of a green leafy 
substance believed to be marijuana was 
voluntarily produced from the glove com-
partment by the passenger. The alleged 

marijuana was seized and both subjects 
were released from the scene following 
negative NYSPIN checks. The marijuana 
was vouchered.

Burglary. On July 2, at approximately 
11:30 p.m. police responded to the Wal-
green`s Pharmacy on Central Avenue 
for a commercial burglary alarm with 
the point of activation being “All Glass 
Break.” Upon arrival, officers began an 
exterior check of the premise and heard 
an audible alarm and then observed the 
front glass window on the south side of 
the building smashed. Units established a 
perimeter and crime scene. Officers fur-
ther observed the ATM just inside the 
smashed window to have been damaged 
with the front door partially pried open. 
The ATM is property of The Westchester 
Bank. A pry bar, approximately 1.5 feet 
in length, color blue was lying outside the 
smashed window. Inside the store next to 
the ATM was a Dewalt pry bar, approxi-
mately 3 feet in length, color yellow and 
a sledgehammer, approximately 2.5 feet 
in length, yellow and black in color. The 
ATM does not appear to have been pried 
open far enough for money to have been 
retrieved. No other areas of the store ap-
peared disturbed. One exterior camera 
shows two males running away from the 
building towards Ardsley Road. The cam-

era is mounted high on the building and 
is black and white, but it appears the first 
male is wearing a baseball hat and the 
second is wearing a hooded sweatshirt. 
Detectives downloaded and secured the 
footage. Both pry bars and the sledgeham-
mer were taken for evidence. 

Shots Fired. Around 10:30 p.m. on July 
2, police responded to a report of shots 
fired in the area of Wyndover Woods 
Lane. An anonymous caller said he heard 
approximately six shots fired near the 
apartment building. Officers spoke with 
several residents in the complex who re-
ported they recently heard and observed 
a burst of approximately six fireworks 
during the time frame the call was re-
ceived. The area was canvassed with all 
appearing normal and quiet. Greenburgh 
Police only received one call on the mat-
ter. Upon investigation the incident ap-
peared to be fireworks with no evidence 
of shots fired.
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After reading your article on the pro-
posed plan for the Good Counsel proper-
ty, I would like to make some comments 
that you failed to mention.

Judging from the project designer’s 
presentation it would seem this proposed 
project is better than Disney World com-
ing to my neighborhood.

However, there are several issues that 
were not discussed. To begin with the sec-
tion of the Good Counsel property that 
the two buildings of 405 rental apartments 
is proposed to be built on is a toxic dump 
site according to the NYC Department of 
Environmental Conservation, and cur-
rently cannot be built on.   

While the builder and apparently the 
mayor are committed to show commuters 

that the North Broadway side of the prop-
erty will remain green and undeveloped, 
the back part of the property where they 
will build 405 rental units is a narrow cor-
ridor facing two condominiums and pri-
vate houses where taxpayers have invested 
their life savings.

In the immediate future this neighbor-
hood will have to tolerate a toxic clean 
up, months of blasting to produce the 
probable 600 or more underground park-
ing spaces that will be needed for these 
rentals and the law school, and then the 
construction of the two mammoth rental 
buildings on this property.

Needless to say there will be stress, filth, 
unsafe air and a reduction in property val-
ues during and after these rentals are built.  

It seems that the sisters have protected 
their interests but what about the 1,000 
or more people who live across the street 
from this proposed project.

Why have the residents of this neigh-
borhood heard nothing about this project 
till now?

Why did the Mayor tell people on the 
phone eight months ago that a mixed 
residential property was going up on the 
Good Counsel land?

Why does this corridor need 405 more 
rentals when a rental building down the 
street from the proposed site is only half 
rented?

How safe is it to even dig or blast a 
probable 5-story deep garage on the edge 
of a highway?

As for the beautiful green space at the 
front end of the Good Counsel property, 
currently as in the future this will be pri-
vate property so neighborhood residents 
won’t be able to even walk on it

The Sisters have managed an excellent 
deal for themselves but what about the 
taxpaying residents of this neighborhood 
who have basically supported this city in-
cluding the Good Counsel property?

I believe the Mayor and WP Develop-
ment NB LLC deliberately picked the Ross 
Street and Warren Street corridor because 
they do not feel this is a cohesive neigh-
borhood who will fight to preserve their 
quality of life, but they are wrong!!!!!

–Dr. Ilene Stockel, White Plains

U-Turn Access on Sprain Brook Parkway 
Requested After Motorists Stranded

Red Cross Issues Emergency Call for 
Blood and Platelet Donations 

Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul 
Feiner is urging the NYS Department 
of Transportation, NYS Police and other 
state lawmakers to help the town make 
the Sprain Brook Parkway safer. After 
motorists were stranded for hours this 
weekend, without information, when 
a motor vehicle accident caused the 
road to be closed, Feiner sent a letter 
to those agencies requesting action 
and recommending the addition of  
U-turn access on the parkway for 
emergency purposes.

The letter: Last night’s motor 
vehicle accident (haz mat situation—
hydrochloric acid) resulted in the closing 
of the Sprain Brook Parkway for over a 
few hours. As  you will note from the 
enclosed email from a constituent some 
motorists were driving in opposite 
directions. They were very frustrated.  I 
would like to request that the procedures 
used in accidents like this be reviewed. 
Would it have been possible to have 
had more police on the scene? Could 
the police have helped motorists get 
off the parkway safely – without  being 
inconvenienced for a few hours? Would 
signage have helped?

Police Chief Chris McNerney has 
advised me that there is one other 
potential safety improvement that needs 
to be made. We have asked the state 
to install U-turn access on the center 
medians and the request has fallen on deaf 
ears. This is one possible solution to last 
night’s problem. We have requested this 
for our EMS response on the parkway. In 
some cases, valuable time is lost having to 
go to the next exit to turn around.

The Sprain Brook Parkway has 
experienced many accidents over the 
years including fatalities. We need to 
make the parkway safer. Something needs 
to be done.  What would have happened 
if a more dangerous hazardous chemical 
accident had taken place and motorists 
had to be evacuated from the parkway 
faster?

–Paul Feiner, Greenburgh Town 
Supervisor

Enclosure  copy of email: Get some 
police assistance to Sprain!  Have been 
sitting for over 3 hours.  Now people, 
without police direction, are driving in 
opposite direction! Very dangerous!!!

The American Red Cross has issued an 
emergency call for blood and platelets, 
urging all eligible donors to give now 
to replenish an extremely low summer 
blood supply. 

Blood donations have fallen short of 
hospital needs for the past few months, 
resulting in about 39,000 fewer donations 
than what’s needed, as well as a significant 
draw down of the overall Red Cross blood 
supply. In addition, the Independence 
Day holiday may have caused many 
regular donors to postpone donations 
due to vacation plans. 

“Right now, blood products are being 
distributed to hospitals faster than 
donations are coming in, which is why 
we are making this emergency request 
for donations,” said Patty Corvaia, 
communications manager of the New 
York-Penn Blood Services Region. 
“Donations are urgently needed now to 
meet the needs of hospital patients in the 
coming days and weeks. If you’ve thought 
about giving blood and helping to save 
lives, now is the time to do it. It’s the 
blood donations on the shelves that help 
save lives when an emergency occurs.” 

How to Help. To schedule an 
appointment to donate, use the free visit 
redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767). The Red Cross 
is extending hours at many donation 

sites to allow for more donors to make 
an appointment to give. Donors with all 
blood types are needed.

Who Blood Donations Help. Every 
two seconds in the United States blood 
and platelets are needed to respond to 
patient emergencies, including accident 
and burn victims, heart surgery and 
organ transplant procedures, and patients 
receiving treatment for leukemia, cancer 
or sickle cell disease. The Red Cross must 
collect approximately 14,000 blood and 
platelet donations every day for patients 
at about 2,600 hospitals and transfusion 
centers nationwide.

About the American Red Cross
The American Red Cross shelters, 

feeds and provides emotional support 
to victims of disasters; supplies about 40 
percent of the nation’s blood; teaches skills 
that save lives; provides international 
humanitarian aid; and supports military 
members and their families. The Red 
Cross is a not-for-profit organization that 
depends on volunteers and the generosity 
of the American public to perform its 
mission. For more information, visit 
redcross.org or cruzrojaamericana.org, 
or on Twitter at @RedCross.

There’s More to the Good Counsel Property Development Plan than a Developer’s Proposal

Letters Policy
We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 
editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to  
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.  

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide their 

name, address and contact information. 
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Obituaries
Adele Zucker
Adele Zucker, passed away peacefully in 

her home in White Plains on Wednesday 
July 6. She had battled cancer with digni-
ty, grace, and humor for nearly two years. 
She was two weeks shy of her 91st birth-
day. Born and raised in the Bronx, on July 
21, 1925, she was a proud alumna of James 
Monroe High School, where her love for 
community involvement began. While a 
member of the Hebrew Institute of White 
Plains, she served on the board and the 
PTA. Adele enjoyed a 62-year career with 
the Jewish War Veterans Ladies Auxiliary 
of White Plains where she volunteered 
with love and pride through local, state 
and national levels. The highlight of those 
years was serving as National President of 
the organization, during which time she 
toured the nation and visited Israel. Those 
experiences fueled her with many stories 
that she entertained friends and family as 
one of the great raconteurs of the commu-
nity. Her work continued locally with the 
Mayor’s office of Veterans Affairs; collab-
orating on memorial events for Memorial 
Day and Veterans Day in White Plains. 
As recently as three years ago, she gave a 
speech in honor of those who made the 
greatest sacrifice. That speech was deliv-
ered in the shade of the tree planted in 
the honor of her Husband, the late Lt. Col 
Morton H. Zucker (Ret.) who led the cer-
emonies there for decades. Adele is sur-

vived by her daughter, Rose, and her hus-
band, Arthur Aglieco, of Brewster and her 
son Jeffrey Allan Zucker and his wife Hol-
ly Schiffer-Zucker of Venice, California, 
and her grandsons Jordan Aglieco, and 
Harry Owen Zucker. The funeral service 
was held Friday, July 8, at Ballard-Durand 
Funeral Services, White Plains. Interment 
at Sharon Gardens Cemetery. 

Donations in her memory may be made 
to: Grant-A-Wish (checks payable to The 
Department of New York JWVA) c/o 
PNP Elaine Bernstein, 9 Dogwood Court, 
Sayreville, NJ 08872-2126; The Nation-
al Museum of American Jewish Military 
History NMAJMH 1811 R. Street NW. 
Washington D.C. 20009; Temple Beth 
Elohim 31 Mt Ebo Road North, Brewster 
NY 10509.

Eileen Whitney
Eileen (Lucier) Whitney of Putnam 

Valley, passed away on July 5, at the age 
of 73. She is survived by her loving hus-
band, Victor, and daughter Vanessa Whit-
ney. Her daughter Rebecca Donnelly 
predeceased her. Other survivors include 
two brothers, James and John Lucier, 
and a sister, Rita Markel; her son-in-law, 
Philip Donnelly, and five grandchildren: 
Stephen Fetterusso-Whitney, Brian and  
Elizabeth Faulkner and Sara and Benja-
min Donnelly. 

Active in numerous organizations, Ei-
leen was a former president of the Color 

Camera Club of Westchester, a judge with 
the American Daffodil Society, a volun-
teer with the LDS Family History Library 
and a Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Master Gardener. 

Eileen was born March 12, 1943, in Elk-
ton, MD. She enjoyed traveling the world 
and was formerly employed by the city of 
White Plains and, more recently, Hamil-
ton Research Ltd. (Tarrytown). 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
sent in Eileen's name to the Fisher Cen-
ter for Alzheimer's Research Foundation 
(donations accepted through their web-
site, alzinfo.org). A memorial service will 
be held on Sunday, July 17 at 11am at the 
Ballard-Durand Funeral Home, 2 Maple 
Avenue at South Broadway, White Plains. 

Paul Rooney
Paul G. Rooney of White Plains passed 

away suddenly on June 27 while on vaca-
tion with his family.

He was 49.
Rooney was born on Sept. 10, 1966, in 

New Rochelle to Jack and Jeanne Rooney, 
who predeceased him. He attended Holy 
Family, Iona Prep and SUNY Oneonta 
where he met the love of his life, Joanna 
Clark.

He is survived by Joanna and their three 
beautiful children, Brendan, Kathleen and 
Liam, who will miss their father dearly.

The youngest of nine children, Rooney 
will be deeply missed by his siblings Su-

zanne Anderson, Dianne Gazzola (Jack), 
Stephen (Ann Marie), Carol Passmore 
(Jon), Sheila Featherston (John), There-
sa O’Connor (Frank), Kathleen Goldring 
(Michael) and Christine Featherston (Pe-
ter). He also leaves behind 25 nieces and 
nephews.

He will be sadly missed by his in-laws, 
Irene, Melanie and Matthew Clark, and so 
many great friends and relatives.

While his life was unexpectedly cut 
short, he has left behind so many wonder-
ful memories that we hope will be shared 
by all. He had a kind heart and a laugh 
that will be greatly missed by all who 
loved him. How he enjoyed his times at 
Orienta and Breezy Point!

Paul, as a husband and father you had 
no equal. You were a son to be proud of 
and a brother who could be counted on to 
lend a helping hand, complete with all the 
right tools. You inspired all those around 
you too many times to count. We will miss 
you and you will be in our hearts forever.

Visiting hours were on July 5 and 6 at 
Beecher Flooks Funeral Home, Inc. in 
Pleasantville. A Mass of Christian Burial 
was held on July 7 at Our Lady of Sorrows 
Roman Catholic Church in White Plains 
followed by burial at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery in Hawthorne.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to a scholarship fund at www.you-
caring.com/Paul.Rooney

Crowds Flock to Celebrate 12th Annual Pleasantville Music Festival
By Martin Wilbur

The Pleasantville Music Festival proved 
once again why it is one of the most ea-
gerly anticipated events for thousands of 
music fans in the tristate area.

Despite overcast skies and the threat 
of rain that never materialized, several 
thousand flocked to Parkway Field for 
the 12th annual festival Saturday after-
noon, and nobody seemed disappointed. 
Fifteen bands, led by Guster, Grammy 
Award-nominated singer-songwriter KT 
Tunstall, The Revivalists and The Smith-
ereens, performed for nine hours on three 
stages making it a music lover’s paradise.

“It’s the most enjoyable event that we 
have on our calendar every year,” said Bob 
Myers of Brewster, wearing his Smither-
eens 2011 t-shirt and  who came for the 
10th consecutive year with his wife wear-
ing. “The music’s always great, the food 
and the beverages are good. It’s such a 
great experience that Pleasantville puts up 
with this every year, with people coming 
from all over.”

For organizers, confident that this year’s 
festival would eclipse their previous high 
of about 7,000 spectators that they moved 
the main stage back to accommodate 
more people, pulling off the event didn’t 
come without its challenges. Advance 
ticket sales were strong but slowed in the 
final couple of days as weather forecasts 

increasingly predicted the chance of heavy 
thunderstorms, said Bruce Figler, the fes-
tival’s executive director.

The decision was made late in the week 
to erect two large tents to provide cover-
ing in case of storms. As it turned out, the 
event was virtually rain free.

Other changes this year included mov-
ing one of the two smaller stages out of the 
beer garden and enlarging the seating area 
under the Chill Tent, particularly since 
the popular Tunstall played her first set 
earlier in the afternoon in the tent before 

performing on the 
main stage shortly 
after 6 p.m.

With the help of a 
small army of volun-
teers who make the 
event possible, the 
festival’s benefits far 
outweigh the head-
aches, Figler said.

Scherer said the 
village is able to 
track from where 
the buyers of the 
advance ticket sales 
come from, of which 
there were about 
2,000 this year. 
While many festi-
valgoers are from 
Westchester, others 

come from throughout the metropolitan 
area and some even make the trek from 
out of town.

Two of the music fans who traveled to 
the festival were brothers David and Carl 
Ligon. David Ligon said he drove down 
from Warwick, R.I. Friday night while his 
brother came from Norman, Okla.

A big fan of last year’s headliner, the Gin 
Blossoms, David Ligon said he discovered 
the Pleasantville Music Festival when he 
came across the video in February of the 

band’s performance at last year’s festival 
on YouTube. He said the festival looked 
like great fun on the video and he and his 
brother decided to be part of it this year.

“It’s fabulous,” Ligon said. “I’ve been 
just about to every concert you can go to. 
I’ve lived in California, Miami, Fla., saw 
Zeppelin, Jimi Hendrix. This has got a real 
good feel to it. I go by vibes a lot. This has 
a very good vibe to it.”

Traveling a shorter distance from Man-
hattan was Laura Hoffman, who times a 
visit to friends in Chappaqua to coincide 
with the weekend of the festival. Saturday 
was the third consecutive year she attend-
ed and she looked forward to The Smith-
ereens’ performance.

“The lineups are always pretty good,” 
Hoffman said.

Also impressed with the festival were 
the members of The Smithereens, a New 
Jersey-based rock band that formed more 
than 35 years ago and performed on the 
Main Stage. Lead singer Pat DiNizio said 
after their performance that  the crowd 
was really into it, singing along with the 
band, making it an unforgettable experi-
ence.

“This is one of the best festivals we’ve 
played in a long time,” DiNizio said. “I 
thought that we did a great set, but ulti-
mately it’s about the audience. They made 
it great.”

A view from the stage at the 12th Annual Pleasantville Music Festival.
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Joy and Labor of Water on Landlocked Property

The Tour de France and Wine Quaffing Are in Full Swing

By Nick Antonaccio

For those of us who are not lucky enough 
to have a home on a lake or pond or one 
with a river view, there are other ways to 
enjoy the soothing effects of water, even if 
we’re landlocked. 

It could be as simple as a classic fountain, 
which I’ve enjoyed for many years on my 
back patio, spewing water from a pump into 
an upper basin, overflowing into a lower 
pan with a wonderful splashing sound that 
dampens occasional noise from the street. 

Our second opportunity for the sound of 
water presented itself when we installed an 
in-ground pool and designed a waterfall to 

go with it, adding to the pleasure and relax-
ation of our outdoor experience.

Through the years, many of our friends 
ventured into the creation of different wa-
ter features on their properties, from small 
koi ponds built on their own at minimal 
expense to elaborate systems designed and 
installed by professional landscape archi-
tects, incorporating a meandering stream 

and waterfall. No matter 
the level of commitment, 
there is a certain lure of 
water in the garden with 
proven psychological 
benefits to the mind and 
spirit.

Even marine biologist 
Wallace J. Nichols, writ-
ing in the Huffington 
Post, weighs in that being 
near water triggers what 
he calls a “blue mind,” 
or as he puts it, “a mildly 
meditative state charac-
terized by calm, peace-
fulness, unity, and a sense 
of general happiness and 
satisfaction with life in 
the moment.”

No matter how simple 
or elaborate a water fea-
ture is planned for one’s 
property, there are the 
operational and mainte-
nance factors that should 
be considered in advance, because they can 
be considerable.

This summer, I encountered the most 
awesome example of a do-it-yourself wa-
ter project with the spring-fed pool proj-
ect of Rebecca and her adult son Matt. In 
2008, Rebecca bought a 100-year-old house 
in Carmel a short distance from the West 
Branch Reservoir and found on the deed 
that there was an “abandoned” natural 
spring-fed pool on the property.  

“It had long ago been filled 
in and all you could see was 
the large, oblong outline of 
rocks on the ground, covered 
by poison ivy,” she said. “I par-
ticularly remember the poi-
son ivy. I asked my contractor 
who built the garage and my 
landscaper who built my walls 
whether it might be worth the 
effort to dig up and restore 
the pool, and they both said 
forget it. It was probably good 
advice. But when I asked my 
brother, a geologist, he simply 
said, ‘Oh, sure! All you have to 
do is dig it out.’”

Taking his advice, the 
mother-and-son team went 
through a long planning pro-
cess, trying to figure out ways 
to divert the stream and how 
to install a series of sump 
wells to dry out the mud that 
filled the pool so that it could 
be dug out. There were many 

meetings with the town where Rebecca and 
Matt represented themselves, confident that 
they could get the job done. 

It was a formidable job with much trial 
and error. As they began the dig of the large 
38-foot by 52-foot form, they discovered 
surprises along the way, such as steep steps 
at one end. When they finally reached the 
bottom, they found large broken up slabs of 
concrete. 

But rather than pour a new bottom of 

concrete, which could break up again be-
cause it was below the water table, Rebec-
ca and Matt created a natural bottom with 
tough fabric used for in-ground swimming 
pools and covered it with round stones, and 
it worked.  

They added a sediment trap at the point 
where the stream flows into the pool, which 
needs to be emptied periodically. A major 
chore is draining the pool each year, which 
involves removing an expansion plug at its 
bottom. That can take a full day of hard 
work with a crow bar and brute strength. 
Overall maintenance is a formidable re-
sponsibility.  

“Sometimes I wonder if I should have 
taken my brother’s advice when he said just 
do it,” Rebecca said. 

But recently when Matt posted photos 
on Facebook of the restored pool with her 
enjoying a refreshing swim, it seemed to be 
well worth the effort.

As for me, I’ll have much greater respect 
for the owners the next time I encounter a 
listing that features a “spring-fed pool” by 
which to relax. And, I’ll be more grateful 
that I have a trusty pool service to maintain 
my Sylvan pool, fed by my municipal water 
supply.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and Found-
er of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site is 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and his blog 
is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage the 
services of The Home Guru to market your 
home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

In last week’s 
column, I pre-
sented a premise 
for celebrating 
this year’s Tour de 
France. Being a 
wine-themed col-
umn, and France 

being a wine-centric nation, it seemed 
logical to tie the two together. What better 
matchup than a highly competitive, pro-
fessional sport and a fun, relaxing specta-
tor sport?

First the professional sport.
The race began last week, and after 21 

stages, finishes in Paris on Sunday, July 
24. The course is a grueling 2,200 miles 
through nine flat stages, one hilly stage, 
nine mountain stages (with four summits 
to reach), two individual time trial stag-
es – and two rest days over its three-week 
span. 

The route, and the local grapes, began 
in Normandy, wending its way south into 
the western Loire Valley (home to Sauvi-
gnon Blanc, Vouvray and Chenin Blanc), 
then Spain and Andorra along the Pyr-
enees. Back into France, it traverses the 
hilly terrain of Languedoc (blends of Gre-
nache, Syrah and Mourvedre). 

It continues east along the Mediterra-
nean countryside into Provence (Rosé). 

The route then heads north, up the Rhone 
Valley (many blends, including Châ-
teauneuf-du-Pape in the Southern Rhone 
and Syrah in the Northern Rhone) and 
the steep, arduous Mont Ventoux.  

There is a brief ride into Switzerland 
before turning west again, 
heading toward the foot 
of Mont Blanc. The bikers 
eventually pass through 
the outskirts of the Cham-
pagne region, a first. The 
final stage is the celebra-
tory ride into Paris along 
the Champs-Élysées.

Now the spectator sport. 
There will be numerous opportunities 

to enjoy the race and commensurate fes-
tivities. 

Over 12 million spectators will be 
watching and celebrating from the sides 
of local French roads during the stages. 
Other loyal French fans will be in front 
of wide-screen televisions at local bars, 
bistros and cafes. The casual fans, interest-
ed in spectacle and adrenalin rushes, will 
be focused on home television or tablet 
screens. Across the globe, 3.5 billion sets 
of eyes will be watching.

Excessive food and wine consumption 
by sedentary spectators may result in their 
gaining a few pounds. Not so for the Tour 

de France competitors. Each rider burns 
an average of 700 calories per hour on the 
course. To replenish their bodies and to 
maintain strength for the following day, 
a rider typically consumes between 6,000 
and 9,000 calories per day. 

As I pen this week’s col-
umn, stage nine has con-
cluded amidst rain and a 
hailstorm. A day of rest now 
awaits the riders. At this 
juncture, the leader – and 
overwhelming favorite – is 
Christopher Froome of Great 
Britain, the reigning cham-

pion. He has a 16-second lead over his 
nearest rival, Adam Yates (Great Britain) 
and a commanding 37-second lead over 
Joaquim Rodriquez (Spain) in fifth place.

On to representative wines.
I frequently receive samples of wines to 

consider for inclusion in a wine column. 
For this column, I enjoyed three wines 
that I felt warranted attention. 

Stage 4 courses through the eastern 
portion of the Loire Valley. A refreshing, 
dry wine will quench the thirst of post-
stage riders. The 2014 Domaine Desloges 
Touraine (Sauvignon Blanc) is spot on. It 
displays bright yellow color, with aromas 
of lemon zest, meadow and a streak of 
minerality. Its acidity pairs perfectly with 

local fish.  
Stages 6 and 7 run onto the southwest-

ern corner. On the way, riders skirt the 
Gascony region, home to white wines that 
refresh and invigorate parched palates. 
The 2015 Domaine du Tariquet “Classic,” 
a blend of Ugni Blanc and Colombard, 
has aromatically pleasing notes of green 
apples and herbs.

Coming into Stage 14 this week, the 
Cotes du Rhone region provides world-
class wines for road weary travelers. The 
2013 Les Dauphins Côtes du Rhone Re-
serve Rouge (Grenache, Syrah, Mourve-
dre) is ruby red, with the fragrance of 
blackcurrants and just a hint of spici-
ness. Its refined, well-balanced structure, 
accompanied by a backbone of tannic 
strength and harmonious finish, emulates 
the upper echelon of riders.

Next week, get ready for the final stages 
and the grand celebration up and down the 

Champs-Élysées with equally enthrall-
ing wines I will recommend.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 20 years he has conduct-
ed wine tastings and lectures. He also offers 
personalized wine tastings and wine travel 
services. Nick’s credo: continuous experi-
menting results in instinctive behavior. You 
can reach him at nantonaccio@theexamin-
ernews.com or on Twitter @sharingwine.

In the process of  draining a nearly 100-year old 
spring-fed pool on their property that Matt and 
his mother restored in Carmel.
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The Vivolo family 
of venerable La Riser-
va in Larchmont have 
completed a major ren-
ovation of the premises 
and it is stunning. ‘La 
famiglia’ Vivolo have 
been serving ‘the Ital-
ian classics’ here for 
over 38 years and the 

refreshing atmosphere and friendly ambi-
ance keep it a treat.

Taking more of a hand in the opera-
tion with Michael and Margaret Vivolo 
are their son and daughter-in-law Dean 
and Odelya Vivolo. Dean has been Chef/

Proprietor of bustling Trattoria Vivolo on 
Halstead Avenue in Harrison for the past 
14 years serving contemporary Italian 
cuisine out of a vintage diner. Odelya, part 
of the design team at La Riserva also helps 

manage the restaurants.
A new bright red canopy now dons the 

entrance and façade. The dining rooms 
at La Riserva have 
been beautifully re-
furbished resplen-
dent with new white 
tiled bar, plush new 
dark wood floors, 
seating, chairs and 
tabletops. The ceil-
ing is now a lush 
red with new lighting fixtures, and the 
dramatic new photo gallery scattered in 
three dining areas includes vintage black 
and white blow-ups depicting scenes from 

Vivolo’s hometown of Accadia-Foggia in 
the Apulia region of southeast Italy during 
the early 20th Century. They are lovely, a 
must see. The staff wears smart contempo-
rary grey uniforms. 

There is a brand new 
contemporized menu, 
too. Be seated in the 

lovely refurbished 
dining room and 
let the staff sug-
gest such starting 
specialties as: fresh 
Spedino alla Ro-
mana, oozing with 
melted cheese; 
Cremini Balsami-

co, cremini mushrooms, 
spinach, pine nuts, bal-
samic, fontina cheese; 
Kale Salad, with cran-
berries, green apples, 
walnuts, grapefruit, 
gorgonzola cheese; 
Burrata with long stem 
artichokes, oven dried 
tomatoes, olives; and 
Antipasti Freddo, dried 
sausage, spec, bresaola, 
parmigiana Reggiano 
and pecorino sardo.

Signature pastas now 
include: Paglia e Fie-
no Cacio e Pepe, house 
made ‘straw and hay’ 
with cracked pepper, 
parmigiana and pecorino cheese; Gnocchi 
Dolomiti, with brandy cream sauce, sau-
sage, radicchio; House made Lasagna, meat 
sauce, mozzarella cheese, béchamel sauce; 
Linguini alle Vongole, New Zealand cock-
les with shell, marinara, garlic and oil; Or-
rechietti di Accadia, pancetta, oven dried 
tomatoes, arugula, bread crumbs, garlic 
and oil; and Rigatoni di Canosa, spicy sau-
sage, cherry peppers, ricotta & pecorino 
cheese. New this season is a luscious Wild 
Boar Ragu.

Main courses are now divided into two 
sections. ‘Secondi Piatti Con Osso’, on the 

bone, now includes: Agnel-
lo, broiled loin lamb chops, 
rosemary, extra virgin & gar-
lic; Orata, sea bream baked 
stuffed with lemon, garlic, 
fresh herbs; Costoletta di Vi-
tello, broiled veal chop, crispy 
onions, fresh herbs, spicy 
compound butter; Pollo Ar-
rosto, roasted chicken, rose-
mary, garlic, extra virgin; and 
Zuppa di Pesce, mixed sea-
food, marinara or garlic and 
oil.

‘Secondi Piatti Senza Osso’, 
without bones, includes: 
Branzino, wild sea bass, lem-
on, herbs, capers, extra virgin; 
Vitello Verbena, scallopini, 
asparagus and melted fontina 
cheese, white wine, lemon; 
Pollo Caprino, grilled, topped 
with grilled zucchini, toma-
toes, goat cheese; Gamberoni 
and Capesanti, broiled jumbo 
shrimp, sea scallops, charred 
tomatoes; Vitello Milanese, 

scallopini with arugula, and fennel salad, 
grape tomatoes, red onions; and Soglioa 
Francese, wild sole, lightly battered, lemon, 
white wine. Daily specialties augment the 
regular menu.

The new lunch menu includes Panini 
and main course fresh Salads: Panini Tici-
no, with grilled chicken, arugula, tomato, 
pesto, fresh mozzarella; and salads come 
with your choice of grilled chicken, shrimp, 
salmon, or grilled sliced strip steak.

Sunday Brunch is served noon to 3 
p.m. and includes complimentary mimo-
sa, Bloody Mary or soda, choice of main 
course, house dessert and coffee or tea. 
Cost is: $25 per person. 

Customers old and new are always greet-
ed with genuine warmth when entering La 
Riserva. 

La Riserva Ristorante is located at 2382 
Boston Post Road, Larchmont. The restau-
rant is open for lunch Monday through Fri-
day, noon to 3 p.m. Main courses at lunch: 
$8.95 to $15. Dinner is served 7 nights, 
from 5 to 9 p.m. Monday through Thurs-
day; to 10 p.m. Friday and Saturday; 3 to 9 
p.m. Sunday. Main courses at dinner: $17 
to $31. Lunch and brunch are served Sun-
days from noon to 3 p.m. Catering facilities 
for up to 60 guests; party packages for 10 
or more. Take-out. Major credit cards. Free 
parking. Proper casual dress. Handicapped 
access. Reservations accepted. Phone: 914-
834-5584. Fax: 914-833-0652; www.lariser-
varestaurant.com.

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing con-
sultant and former restaurant trade maga-
zine editor. He has been tracking and writ-
ing about the food & dining scene in greater 
Westchester for 30 years. He may be reached 
at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: gutreactions@op-
tonlonline.net.

 By Morris Gut

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

La Riserva Blossoms After Major Renovation

The Vivolo family: Michael and Margaret Vivolo, left, with Dean and Odelya Vivolo

A view of  the dining room at La Riserva. 

Pene con Gamberoni at La Riserva. 
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We’re happy to help spread the word about 
your community event. Please submit your 
information at least three weeks prior to your 
event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject 
line. Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, July 12
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. There’s no 

programming for July and August but we’ve 
always come to Dorry’s on Tuesdays when 
we can.  However,  this July and August 
Dorry’s will close at  5 p.m.  In September 
we expect to resume presentations every 
Tuesday at Dorry’s as usual.

Wednesday, July 13
Shakespeare in the Park. The City of 

White Plains, ArtsWestchester and the 
White Plains Performing Arts Center 
present  Shakespeare’s “As You Like 
It”  in Turnure Park (Lake Street), White 
Plains,  July 13 and 14  at  7 p.m. This is 
a free event. Picnicking is encouraged. 
In the event of inclement weather, the 
performance will be held at the White 
Plains Performing Arts Center, located 
at  11 City Place  (inside the City Center) 
White Plains. Check the city website (www.
cityofwhiteplains.com), Facebook (City of 
White Plains, Mayor Thomas M. Roach) 
and Twitter (@cityofwp) pages for weather-
related event announcements.

Electric Vehicles Put New York in the 
Fast Lane. Electric vehicles go a long way 
toward reducing climate disruption and 
air pollution. They produce 70 percent less 
emissions than a conventional car and get 
close to zero emissions as more renewable 
sources of electricity come online. Learn 
about the Sierra Club’s efforts to promote 
electric vehicles and how you can help. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. Refreshments at 7 p.m. 
Program at 7:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-723-
3470 or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.
org.

Thursday, July 14
Noon Day Concerts. Free concerts 

will be held on Thursdays from noon to 2 
p.m. in Renaissance Plaza located at Main 
Street and Mamaroneck Avenue in White 
Plains. This week Gunsmoke – Country 
Tunes. 

Staying Safe on the Road: Safe Driving 
for Seniors. A program to help seniors 
maintain their freedom while staying as safe 
as possible on the road. This lecture is the 
next installment in Burke’s Senior Health 
Series, a series of bi-monthly breakfast 
sessions for seniors in the community that 
cover topics such as fall prevention, how to 
make your home safer, diet and exercise. 

Concludes with a question-and-answer 
session. A light breakfast, coffee and tea 
will be provided.  Burke Rehabilitation 
Hospital’s Rosedale Room, second floor 
of the Billings Building, 785 Mamaroneck 
Ave., White Plains. Registration begins 
at 8:30 a.m.  Lecture at 9 a.m. Free. Space 
limited; pre-registration recommended. 
Registration: Contact Julia Moran at 914-
597-2848 or e-mail jmoran@burke.org. 
Info:

Visit http://www.burke.org/media/
news/2016/07/senior-health-series-
staying-safe-on-the-road/1185.

William L. Carter Summer Jazz Series. 
Thursday nights at 7 p.m. in Yosemite Park, 
32 Manhattan Ave., Greenburgh. The Free 
series fuses contemporary jazz with urban 
accents and features a variety of incredibly 
talented Jazz and R&B artists. Complete 
with great food, dance space, specialty 
vendors and a children’s playground along 
with a sprinkler pad. A chair and musical 
spirit is all you will need for an enjoyable 
evening featuring on July 14th, The Bronx 
Conexión Latin Jazz Big Band run the scope 
– from straight-ahead New York Mambo 
to danceable Latin-Jazz and Brazilian and 
Afro-Peruvian rhythms.

Friday, July 15
Planting and Invasive Removal. The 

Native Plant Center continues to enhance 
its gardens, increasing the diversity of 
species for wildlife and fostering more 
community education. It needs help 
planting hundreds of native plants in 
different gardens, restoring the meadow 
and removing invasive species to give 
natives – and diversity – a chance. The 
Native Plant Center, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. 1 to 3:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-606-
7870 or visit www.nativeplantcenter.org.

Dance Party for Parkinson’s Summer 
Series. A partnership between the Steffi 
Nossen School of Dance and Burke 
Rehabilitation Hospital, this is a movement 
class based on the internationally acclaimed 
Dance for PD program. The program was 
developed in a collaboration between the 
Mark Morris Dance Group and Brooklyn 
Parkinson’s Group to address the needs 
of people with Parkinson’s. No dance 
experience necessary. Burke Rehabilitation 
Hospital’s Adult Fitness Center, 785 
Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains. 5 to 6 p.m. 
Series: $96 for individuals; $160 per couple. 
Class drop-in rate: $15 for individuals; $25 
per couple. Fridays through Aug. 25. Info: 
914-328-1900.

Saturday, July 16
Teaching Trails: A Community Path for 

Environmental Education. Join guided 

trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat.  Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
11:30 a.m. Free. Every Saturday and 
Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470  or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Sunday, July 17
Hispanic Heritage Festival. Musical 

entertainment and dancers, drama and 
poetry readings, health and educational 
exhibits and activities for children. There 
will also be vendors who will be selling 
traditional arts and crafts and ethnic foods. 
Bring blankets or folding chairs for seating 
on the lawn. Rain or shine. Kensico Dam 
Plaza, Valhalla. 12 to 7 p.m. Free parking 
and admission. Info: 914-231-4033 or visit 
westchestergov.com/parks. 

“When We Were Kings.” Charismatic, 
defiant and idiosyncratic, Muhammad 
Ali was truly The Greatest. The quick-
witted titan of boxing’s open disdain for 
respectability politics inspired a generation 
of black youth to stand against racism and 
injustice, enabling them to truly be free. 
The film captures Ali at his best – confident, 
colorful and determined to win the Rumble 
in the Jungle in spite of the odds. Arguably 
one of the best sports documentaries ever 
made, the Oscar-winning film is a fitting 
tribute to one of the greatest athletes in 
American history. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 5 p.m. 
Members: $10 Non-members: $15. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Monday, July 18
Young Explorers Story Time. Nature 

discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests or 
landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is 
spent outdoors. For children three to 
five years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 per 
child. Non-member: $12 per child. Also 
July 25. Info: 914-723-3470  or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

“The Hard Stop.” A wave of riots broke 
out across England in the summer of 2011, 
spurred by the police shooting of 29-year-
old husband and father Mark Duggan. The 
new documentary follows two of Duggan’s 
childhood friends as they grapple with his 
death and the effects of growing up poor 
and black in a country that regards them 
as outsiders. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 7:15 p.m. 

Members: $10. Non-members: $15. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Wednesday, July 20
Caramoor Outdoor Concert Series at 

Katonah Museum of Art: Jake Hertzog 
Band. A true dual jazz-rock musician 
whose unique technique and approach 
to modern jazz guitar has gained him 
international regard and critical acclaim, 
He most recently headlined at the world 
famous Blue Note Jazz club in New York 
and has performed extensively across the 
U.S. and Europe. Includes complementary 
beer. Katonah Museum of Art’s Marilyn 
M. Simpson Sculpture Garden, 134 Jay St., 
Katonah. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Concert 
at 6 p.m. Katonah Museum of Art members: 
$15. Non-members: $20. Guests may bring 
their own blanket and picnic. Info: 914-
232-9555 or visit www.katonahmuseum.
org.

Ongoing Events:
Fireworks, Special Prices and Free Daily 

Entertainment at Playland
Playland’s summer daily entertainment 

schedule is now in full swing, with the 
Kiddyland DJ, Katy the Great and Friends, 
Coaster’s International Dance Party, and 
Funky Fairytales: Princess and the Pea, all 
taking place in the Kiddyland. Grab a seat 
in front of the Music Tower Theater stage to 
watch a lively song-and-dance performance 
“American Beat.” Show times are posted in 
the park.

Special $15 Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday nights for those entering the park 
after 5 p.m. and includes unlimited rides 
until closing at 10 p.m. This special runs 
through Sept. 1.  

Friday Night Fireworks are back, 
comprising a spectacular show 
choreographed to music. The shows begin at 
9:15 p.m. and run every Friday from July 1 
through September 2. 

Celebrate International Friendship Day 
on Sunday, Aug. 7, when all ride admissions 
(including Juniors) are $15 from 12 noon 
until the park closes at 10 p.m. Parking is $15. 

Playland Park is Westchester’s premier 
amusement park. Guests can enjoy rides, 
catch a show, have a snack or a meal, play 
mini golf and take a stroll on the boardwalk. 

Regular admission prices: $30 unlimited 
rides; $20 Junior (under 48”) - Westchester 
residents with acceptable proof of residency 
are eligible for a $5 discount on these prices. 
Spectator admission (no rides) is free for 
Westchester County residents and $10 for 
non-residents.

Season Passes: $95 for unlimited rides all 
season, with a $15 discount for Westchester 
residents. Purchase four or more and save 
10 percent.$35 for spectator admission 
all season (no rides), for non-residents of 
Westchester County.
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 The Restaurant Examiner

New Chef Joins Anna Maria’s Cucina Italiana in Larchmont

Ruth’s Chris Steak House Introduces New Summer Menu 

Caperberry Events to Provide Food, Beverages at Lyndhurst Concerts 

By Jerry Eimbinder
Chef Angel Bojanovich has joined Anna 

Maria’s Cucina Italiana in Larchmont. 
Examples of his cooking can be tasted 
Tuesday (today) through Sunday this 
week by ordering one of the restaurant’s 
non-menu weekly specials. 

The specials the week will include 
grilled monkfish with asparagus and 
lobster sauce; red snapper with fennel 
puree; and  demo-glazed  veal chop with 
mushrooms, vegetables and potatoes. 

Bojanovich grew up in Cusco, generally 
considered the most popular tourist 
destination in Peru, where his mother 
operated a travel agency and his father 
owned a restaurant called Alhambra in 
nearby Sacred Valley.

In high school, he played goalie on the 
soccer team, then earned a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration at 
Universidad Autonoma de Nuevo León 
in Monterrey, Mexico. While in college, 
Bojanovich cooked for a wide number of 
fellow students, and during breaks from 

school he worked in his father’s restaurant. 
Encouraged by the popularity of 

his cooking with his college friends, 
Bojanovich pursued a career in the food 
industry and enrolled at the Gato Dumas 
Culinary School in Rosario, Argentina, 
near Buenos Aires. He operated a catering 
business for five years in Bolivia following 
graduation and also imported and 
exported fish.

After moving to America, Bojanovich 
worked at Antipasti in White Plains under 
Chef Rick Laakkonen and was sous chef 
at La Tasca in Manhattan and Back 40 
Kitchen in Greenwich, Conn. The White 
Plains resident was also a chef at Panka in 
Port Chester and Viru in Scarsdale.

Bojanovich reports to executive chef 
and co-owner Anna Maria Santarelli. She 
joined the culinary staff of Gracie Mansion, 

the official residence of New York City 
mayor, as a cook and eventually became 
executive chef and chief administrator in 
charge of the kitchen and event planning. 
Over 13 years, Santarelli served three 
mayors – David Dinkins, Rudolph 
Giuliani and Michael Bloomberg. 

Anna Maria’s opened in 2006 and was 
renovated in late 2014. Its interior was 
completely redone and an 800-pound 
cement bar was built on the premises. 

Happy Hour is celebrated (at the bar 
only) Tuesday through Friday until 7 p.m.

Wednesday is Pasta Night. At a prix 
fixe cost of $19 per person, guests choose 
from four appetizers and six pasta dishes. 
Pasta dishes and appetizers offered change 
weekly. “Zoodles” can be substituted for 
patrons preferring vegetables to pasta.

Anna Maria’s Cucina Italiana is co-owned 
by Jennifer Esposito. It is open for dinner 
Tuesday through Sunday and is located 
at 18 Chatsworth Ave. in Larchmont. For 
more information, call 914-833-0555 or 
visit www.annamariaskitchen.com.

By Jerry Eimbinder
Ruth’s Chris Steak House at the 

Westchester Marriott in  Tarrytown 
is introducing a new summer menu 
this week, which includes three-
course prix fixe dinners for $49.95 
and $55.95.

The entree selections offered for 
the $45.95  dinner are a six-ounce 
filet mignon and shrimp and a side 
and either salmon or stuffed chicken 
with mashed potatoes,  creamed 
spinach or cauliflower au gratin.

For the $55.95 dinner, the choices 
are an 11-ounce filet mignon, a six-

ounce  filet mignon with 
a 4.5-ounce lobster tail 
or seared ahi tuna with 
soy wine sauce. 

Both dinners offer 
an appetizer choice of 
fresh corn chowder 
or strawberry blue 
cheese salad and key 
lime cheesecake for 
dessert.  The prices  do 
not include tax,  gratuities 
and beverages.

Happy Hour discounts, 
previously offered 

Monday through Friday, are now offered 
on Sunday as well. Happy Hour is from 4 
to 7 p.m. 

Also effective immediately, Ruth’s Chris 
will award sponsors or holders of private 
parties a $50 gift card for each $500 spent. 

A comedy dinner featuring three 
comedians is planned for Oct. 28; a 
similar dinner (but with a mystery plot) 
was held on Mar. 3 and sold out well in 
advance. For more information, contact 
Private Dining and Catering Manager 
Jennifer D’Errico at 914-631-3311. Ruth’s 
Chris Steak House is located at 670 White 
Plains Rd.

By Jerry Eimbinder
Caperberry Events has been contracted 

for a second year to provide the food 
and beverages at  free summer concerts 
on the Lyndhurst estate in Tarrytown 
this summer. Ten percent of the food 
and drink receipts will be donated to the 
Lyndhurst Restoration Fund.

The new Lyndhurst menu includes 
the Romantic Basket, a cheese box for 
two ($18) that can be combined with a 
house wine for an additional $16, and the 
Farmer’s Wrap, organic vegetables with 
lettuce and hummus spread ($9). 

On the sandwich list are ham and cheese 
with lettuce and tomato ($8); an avocado 
BLT ($10); grilled chicken baguette with 
mozzarella cheese, tomato, onion and 
spinach pesto ($10); and prime rib ciabatta 

with onion, portabella and horseradish 
cream ($11). Salads include organic field 
greens ($8), grilled Caesar chicken ($10) 
and a Quinoa vegetable snack ($4).

For children, there is peanut butter 
and jelly on country white bread ($5), 
popcorn ($1.75), chips ($1.75), blondies 
and brownies ($3) and fruit salad ($4). 

Beverages include soda, juice, iced tea, 
wine and beer. 

Musical  programs are produced 
by Mark  Morganelli’s  Jazz Forum 
Arts, headquartered in Tarrytown. 
Estate  grounds  open at 4 p.m. and the 
concerts run from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring blankets or 
chairs. Parking is $5.

The July Lyndhurst concert schedule is 
the Freddie Hendrix Quartet on July 14; 

the Itaiguara Brandao Quintet 
on July 21; and the Django 
Festival All-Stars on July 28.

August features the Ray Blue 
Organ Quartet (Aug. 4); the 
Nelson Riveros Quartet (Aug. 
11); Stephanie Chou (Aug. 
18); and the Zoila Pianista 
Latin Jazz Group (Aug. 25).

Besides Lyndhurst, 
Jazz  Forum Arts conducts 
free summer evening concerts 
at Waterfront Park in Dobbs 
Ferry, Pierson Park in 
Tarrytown, Horan’s Landing in Sleepy 
Hollow and Henry Gourdine Park in 
Ossining. For more information, call 914-
631-1000.

Part of the catering division of the New 

York Hospitality Group in White Plains, 
Caperberry Events is a sister company 
of Sam’s of Gedney Way and The Great 
American BBQ Co. Caperberry Events 
also manages the Everyday Healthy Café 
at White Plains Hospital.

 Anna Maria’s in Larchmont.

Chef  Angel Bojanovich and Anna Maria Santarelli, 
founder of  Anna Maria’s Cucina Italiana in 
Larchmont. 

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTO

The concerts at the Lyndhurst estate in Tarrytown this summer 
will once again feature food from Caperberry Events.

Ruth’s Chris Steak House in the Westchester Marriott in Tarrytown. 
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 071216

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
1-800-THE-EAGLE

(1-800-843-3245)
www.1800theeagle.com

915 W. Camelback Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85013

Open 7 Days

a Week

BABY POWDER
OR OTHER TALCUM POWDER LINKED TO

OVARIAN CANCER
Long-term use of baby/talcum powder is linked to ovarian 
cancer. If you or a loved one suffered from ovarian cancer 
after using Johnson’s Baby Powder, Shower to Shower or 
other talcum powder, you may be entitled to substantial 
compensation. Call us at 1-800-THE-EAGLE now. No fees or 
costs until your case is settled or won. We practice law only 
in Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

AUCTIONS
AUCTION, Online  w/Bid Center, Olde 
Beau Golf & Country Club, Golf Course, 
Lots, Land & Houses, Roaring Gap, NC,  
Begins Closing 8/4/16, Selling Regardless 
of Price at the End of the Auction, iron-
horseauction.com, 800.997.2248, NCAL 
3936

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

ESTATE SALE
BRIARCLIFF ESTATE SALE: 7000 
square feet.  Designer home. Maurice 
Valencia sofas, bedrooms, living room, 
kitchen, dining room sets. Collectibles, 
women’s designer clothing, upright piano, 
wall units, sofas, art and tons more. See 
photos at www.goldcoastestateliquida-
tors.com. 80 Hirst Rd., Briarcliff. July 15 
& 16 from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.

HELP WANTED
THE VILLAGE OF PLEASANTVILLE 
RECREATION DEPARTMENT IS 
LOOKING FOR GROUP LEADERS 
FOR THEIR AFTER SCHOOL PRO-
GRAM beginning in September through 
June , Monday through Friday, from 
2:45pm to 6:30pm. Applicants must have 
experience working with children and be 
able to interact with children, in various 
activities. Salary is $18 to $20 per hour. 
Please call for an interview, (914)769-
7950.

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 297 
MAIN STREET LLC ART. OF ORG. 
filed with the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 

on 5/24/16. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: Susan 
Lewkowitz, 670 White Plains Road Ste. 
322, Scarsdale, NY 10583 914-723-4290. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SWAN 
GRAPHICS, LLC ARTS OF ORG. filed 
SSNT 6/22/15. Office: Westchester Co. 
SSNY design agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served & mail to: 29 
North Greenwich Road, Armonk, NY 
10504. Purpose: Any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF INNER 
AWARENESS, LLC.  Arts. of Org. filed 
with SSNY on 6/1/16. Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to Inner 
Awareness, 8 Midland Gardens, #3H, 
Bronxville, NY 10708. Purpose: any law-
ful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF AMY 
BALTER, THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE, 
LLC. Arts of Org filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 05/04/2016. Office loc: 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be served and 
shall mail process to the principal business 
address: 2 Woodland Dr., Pleasantville, 
NY 10570. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LG 
CREATIVE ENTERPRISE, LLC. ARTS 
OF ORG filed with the Secy of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 05/25/2016. Office loc: West-
chester. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served and shall 
mail process to the principal business ad-
dress:  208 Harris Rd. Apt CA 1, Bedford 
Hills, NY 10507. Purpose: any lawful 
acts.

Notice is hereby given that a Liquor Li-
cense, serial number 1295466, for beer, 

wine, and liquor has been applied for by 
the undersigned to permit the sale of beer, 
wine, and liquor at retail in a restaurant 
under the Alcoholic Beverages Control 
Law at GC Fridays NY, LLC located at 
250 Main ST, White Plains, NY, 10601, 
on premise consumption. GC Fridays 
NY, LLC.

LOTS & ACREAGE
Mountain Top Liquidation 30 Mile 
Views! 4.3 Acres only $29,900. 90 mins 
from the city! Excellent Financing Call 
Now 888-320-0920

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:† www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
BETHLEHEM, NH: Auction: August 5, 
3BR Ranch on 5± Acres. Mountain Views, 
2-Car Detached Garage, Open Kitchen/
Dining, Deck. (NH#2661). THCAuction.
com (800) 634-SOLD

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry 
books, cameras, records, instruments, coins, 
watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. 
PLEASE CALL AARON AT 914-654-1683

CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call JENNI Today! 800-413-3479 
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com
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EX AMINER SPORTS
NY Knicks Introduce Newly Signed Free Agents in Tarrytown
By Albert Coqueran

It seemed surreal that we were gathered 
to welcome the newly signed Free Agents 
of the New York Knickerbockers, the day 
after the tragic shootings in Dallas, Texas, 
which took the lives of five police officers 
and wounded another seven officers, on 
Thursday, July 7. 

However, after the Knicks press confer-
ence in Tarrytown, on Friday afternoon, 
the NBA and WNBA released a statement, 
which offered their condolences to the 
families impacted by the recent needless 
violence that is demoralizing our commu-
nities and country. 

“We offer our most sincere condolenc-
es to every family impacted by the recent 
tragic events in Baton Rouge, Dallas and 
St. Paul. All of us are deeply troubled and 
concerned by the needless violence and 
loss of life, and we recognize that positive 
change starts with all of us standing up 
for the values we cherish - diversity, in-
clusiveness and respect for others. We will 
keep these families in our thoughts, as we 
continue to work to build stronger, safer 
communities,” jointly stated the NBA and 
WNBA. 

 After three dismal seasons, which kept 
the Knicks out of playoff competition, the 
orange-and-blue desperately needed help. 
The Knicks had a 32-50 record last season 
while finishing in 13th place in the East-
ern Conference. In 2014-15, they finished 
17-65, for last place in the East and they 
finished in ninth place with a record of 37-
45 in 2013-14.

The Knicks help came in the form of 
one major trade and three free agent sign-
ings that will not only revamp the Knicks 
roster but also change the stagnant cul-
ture, which has encompassed the Knicks 
franchise the past few years. 

On June 22, the Knicks gave fans hope 

by trading Jose Calderon, Jerian Grant 
and Robin Lopez to the Chicago Bulls for 
three-time NBA All Star and 2011 NBA 
Most Valuable Player, Derrick Rose. Fur-
thermore, not only did they sign Rose, 
the Knicks signed the center he played 
alongside for his entire NBA career with 
the Bulls, Joakim Noah, who was the 2014 
NBA Defensive Player of the Year.

Noah is a New York native, who was 
born in Manhattan and raised in the area 
known as Hell’s Kitchen. Noah’s father 
is tennis legend Yannick Noah and his 
mother is Cecilia Rodhe, Miss Sweden 
1978. “I grew up here and this is home to 
me. I grew up a Knicks fan so being able to 
wear this jersey means so much to me, it is 
such a blessing,” said Noah. 

The trade for Rose, who is only 27 years 
old, fills two much needed voids for the 
Knicks, including acquiring a premier 
point guard to lead the team and getting 
that potent scorer to complement their su-
perstar Carmelo Anthony. 

Furthermore, bringing in Noah gives 
the Knicks that bonafide experienced 
center that can clean the boards and cre-
ate second chance opportunities for the 
Knicks scorers, as well as, a premier de-
fender. “We believe that the players we 
have will give us a good mix of versatility 
and flexibility on both sides of the ball,” 
commented Knicks new Head Coach Jeff 
Hornacek.

Nonetheless, injuries are the worry at 
this point. Rose averaged 16.4 points and 
4.7 assists, while playing 31.8 minutes in 
over 66 games last season. However, the 
previous four seasons prior to last season, 
Rose played in only 100 of 312 games, due 
to injury. Of course, what the Knicks are 
gambling on is that Rose will return to his 
sturdy self when he played 240 out of 246 
games his first three seasons in the NBA.

Noah, who was 
sidelined with a 
s e a s o n - e n d i n g 
shoulder surgery 
in January, played 
only 29 games last 
season, while av-
eraging 4.3 points, 
8.8 rebounds and 
3.8 assists. How-
ever, during his 
nine-year career, 
he has played in 
572 games and av-
eraged 9.3 points, 
9.4 rebounds and 
1.4 blocks per sea-
son, which boast 
consistency.

The Lopez trade 
could come back to 
haunt the Knicks if 
Noah does not stay 
healthy. Lopez, the 
Knicks former center started all 82 games 
last season and averaged 10.3 points, on 
54 percent shooting and grabbed 7.3 re-
bounds per game.

Knicks mastermind Jackson under-
stands the risks but as he noted at the 
press conference on Friday, the risks 
are worth the potential rewards. “It is a 
risk-reward situation, we are aware of this 
but we think the rewards are going to be 
great, but there are always risks,” he said.

The Knicks also introduced new free 
agent acquisitions guard Courtney Lee, 
an eight-year veteran of the NBA with 
Playoff experience who reached the NBA 
Finals with the Orlando Magic in 2009. 
Also, guard Brandon Jennings. 

Lee is a strong prospect for a starting 
guard position, while Jennings will more 
than likely come off the bench as the sixth 

man next season. Jennings also sustained 
a tough injury, while rupturing his Achil-
les in January 2015. He returned to action 
with the Detroit Pistons in January 2016.

The Knicks return only four players from 
their roster last season including, Antho-
ny, Kristaps Porzingis, Kyle O’Quinn and 
Lance Thomas. Yes, this means the excite-
ment over Langston Galloway, the first 
NY Knicks call-up from the Westchester 
Knicks has concluded. The Knicks want-
ed Galloway to return next season but he 
opted to sign with his hometown team 
the New Orleans Pelicans. Galloway hails 
from Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

If the Knicks stay healthy next season, 
they will not only renew excitement to 
Knicks game-day at MSG. They will re-
new NBA Playoff enthusiasm to Knicks 
fans, something they have not seen since 
2013. 

The brain trust of  the NY Knicks [l-r] President Phil Jackson, General Manager 
Steve Mills and Head Coach Jeff  Hornacek answer question from the media 
before introducing three of  their marquee Free Agent Signings, at the MSG 
Training Center, in Tarrytown, on Friday, July 8. 

AL COQUERAN PHOTOS

Joakim Noah (second left) is welcomed to the NY Knicks and back home to New York by [l-r] Knicks 
Head Coach Jeff  Hornacek, President Phil Jackson and General Manager Steve Mills. Noah was born in 
Manhattan and is the son of  tennis legend Yannick Noah and Cecilia Rodhe, a former Miss Sweden (’78). 

Newly signed Free Agent players for the Knicks include, [l-r] guard Courtney Lee, center Joakim Noah 
and guard Brandon Jennings, who were introduced at the MSG Training Center, in Tarrytown, on Friday. 
The Knicks will have a revamped roster for the 2016-17 season and these three players will play major 
roles. 
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cha-ching.
ready to win?

Blackjack, Three Card Poker, Baccarat, Craps and Roulette are video lottery games operated by the New York Lottery.  Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery
games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, help is available. Call the 24-hour toll-free help line at 1-877-8HopeNY. 


