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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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White Plains Celebrates 100 Years With Music

Greenburgh Establishing Important 
Water Connection

Defense Attorney, Ex-Prosecutor 
Seeks Democratic Nod for D.A.

Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul 
Feiner is excited about initiatives 
to improve the town’s water supply 
infrastructure.

In a recent email, Feiner discussed part 
of the plan. “Our community benefits 
from the clean, safe, and reliable water 
provided through the collective actions 
of the Town of Greenburgh, the Town’s 
Consolidated Water District, Department 
of Public Works, and Water Advisory 
Committee,” he said.

As part of the Town’s continuous 
actions to maintain and upgrade the 
water supply infrastructure, a consulting 
firm,  Arcadis, was hired to study the 
best route to interconnect the Rumbrook 

and Knollwood Pumping Stations. 
“Joining the two pumping stations is 
a vital infrastructure upgrade and will 
allow each station to complement the 
other’s supply capabilities, better ensure 
sufficient water volume and pressure 
during periods of peak demand, and 
provide a continuous water supply when 
either station is undergoing maintenance,” 
Feiner explained. 

He added: “Interconnecting the two 
pumping stations is a complex engineering 
initiative.  The project will require road 
construction, along the selected route, 
to place the piping underground.   As 

By Pat Casey
The Norden Lofts, LLC, proposed for 

121 Westmoreland Ave., at the site of a 
former industrial building that has been 
vacant for more than 13 years, is the 
first development application in the new 
White Plains LI-M Zoning District.

The Special Permit/Site Plan 
application is before the Common 
Council and expected to be approved at 
the March 6 meeting. 

The project was discussed at the 
February Planning Board meeting, 
where it was received with enthusiasm. It 
is an adaptive reuse and redevelopment 
of an existing 48,000 sq. ft. building to 
65 residential apartments. The developer 
plans to maintain the industrial nature 
of the building, leaving the existing 
concrete walls on the building’s interior. 
On the outside, the paint will be 
removed bringing the façade down to  

The White Plains Centennial Celebration Concert Sunday evening presented by Downtown Music at Grace featured White Plains natives Mindy Kaufman, flute, 
and William Wolfram, piano, shown in the inset photo that was tweeted during the concert by White Plains Mayor Tom Roach. The Downtown Sinfonietta, 
White Plains’ resident chamber symphony, which features the musicians of  the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, is conducted by Vincent Lionti. The concert 
celebrated the 100th anniversary of  the Incorporation of  the City of  White Plains. The Yamaha concert grand was provided courtesy of  Faust Harrison 
Pianos, White Plains. 

continued on page 2

continued on page 2
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Lofts Project First in New 
Light Industrial Zone

By Arthur Cusano
The Republican primary race for 

Westchester County district attorney is 
in full swing with two candidates vying 
for the GOP nomination, but so far just 
one Democrat has formally announced 
his intent.

Former Westchester Assistant D.A. 
George Fufidio said he has opened a 
campaign committee with the Board 
of Elections seeing the Democrats’ 
nomination and has already held a 
fundraiser.

“I’ve done prosecution work for a 
significant period of time and defense 
work,” said Fufidio, an Eastchester 

resident. “I’ve been involved in 
the criminal justice system here in 
Westchester County and the metropolitan 
New York area for close to 34 years. I 
know what works well in the system and 
what we can do better.”

Fufidio, 58, began as an assistant D.A 
in 1982 under Carl Vergari until 1988. 
He held several positions in that office, 
eventually becoming the deputy chief of 
the Homicide and Special Investigations 
Bureau. 

Fufidio said he is qualified since he 
not only served as an assistant but also 

continued on page 2
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as a defense attorney for the firm he co-
founded, Mancuso, Rubin and Fufidio. 
He said he enjoyed his work in the D.A.’s 
office more than any other.

“The best job I ever had was the six 
years I worked for Carl Vergari,” Fufidio 

said. “It’s a great place to work and you 
do good work, you help people and you 
keep the community safe. I think Janet 
(DiFiore) did a wonderful job and I’d like 
to continue the work she started, which 
continued the work Carl started many 
years ago.”

Fufidio said he wants to see the age of 
criminal responsibility raised from 16 to 
18, a change that is championed by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo. New York is currently 
the only state that still allows 16-year-olds 
to be charged as adults for lesser crimes.

“I really feel that 16- and 17-year-
olds who commit minor petty offenses 
shouldn’t be treated as adults, which 
they are right now,” he said. “They would 
better be served by going through the 
family courts where there are many more 
resources to help young people get back 
on track.”

He supports the New York State Bar 
Association’s move to expand criminal 
discovery – the range of evidence that a 
defendant has access to prior to their trial. 

“They don’t make available to the 

defense statements or testimony of 
witnesses early in the proceedings,” he 
said. “A lot of legal commentators have 
said that criminal trials in New York are a 
trial by ambush.”

Fufidio wants expansion of drug courts, 
which offer convicted criminals suffering 
from substance abuse alternative 
rehabilitation programs. Those who 
complete the drug court program are able 
to get proper treatment, are less likely to 
commit additional crimes and often find 
employment. 

“I’ve found in my own practice that 
many of my clients are helped by it,” 
Fufidio said. “It’s a stringent two years that 
they are in these courts where they have 
to stay in treatment and are monitored 
very closely by the judge, and if they slip 
up there are consequences.”

Fufidio said a key part of tackling 
issues like gang violence and illegal 
guns and growing epidemics such as 
heroin sales and identity theft is better 
coordinating Westchester’s fragmented 
law enforcement system, where almost 

every town has its own police department 
and justice court.

“There are a lot of resources to 
battle crime but you need someone to 
coordinate it, and that’s an important part 
of what the district attorney’s office does 
and continues to do,” he said.

Fufidio said high profile cases of police 
brutality or excessive violence have made 
some residents wary of law enforcement, 
and he vowed that he would show all 
residents the same respect.

“We need to get the respect of the 
community back,” he said. “I’m not 
saying it’s all warranted, but I read 
the newspapers, I watch what’s going 
on across the country. All citizens of 
Westchester County need to know that 
the district attorney is treating everyone 
equally, that everyone is measured by the 
same rule of law, regardless of station in 
life.”

Former prosecutors Bruce Bendish 
and Mitch Benson announced their 
candidacies on the Republican side 
earlier this winter.

Attorney George Fufidio is seeking the Democratic 
endorsement for Westchester County District 
Attorney.

ARTHUR CUSANO PHOTO

the original brick.
As a market rate rental project, 

the apartments geared toward young 
professionals working in or commuting 
from White Plains, will include 45 studios 
of 430 to 500-plus square feet; 18 one-
bedroom apartments at 600-plus square 
feet ;and 5 two-bedroom units of 1,100 
and 1,500 square feet. Eighty parking 
spaces will include a stacking parking 
structure. There is a storage area for 
bicycles.

Planning Board discussion included 
requests for more outdoor amenities, 
consideration of an area for loading and 
unloading, and attention to stormwater 
management because the site is near to or 
within the Bronx River watershed.

It was noted that the roof of the 
building is not owned by the developer. 
The roof currently houses numerous cell 
phone towers.

At the same meeting, representatives 
from Kite Realty Group, new owners of 
White Plains City Center presented their 
ideas for a more functional and better 
designed pedestrian space at the center.

Plans include an upgraded canopy 
and fountain area off of Main Street, 
with the addition of a stage for public 
entertainment events. The fountain would 
have a zero edge, allowing people and 
children to walk through in hot weather, 
and the fountain would have a shut off 

function to allow activities in the space. 
Planters, trees and other design elements 
would provide a wind barrier. A  “green” 
dog walking area is also on the plans.

Seating and tables as well as the 
extension of retail to the outside is hoped 
to provide a year-round gathering and 
meeting element to the plaza.

New signage, especially in the lobby 
and elevators off of Mamaroneck Avenue, 
would provide better access for visitors to 
the center and digital advertising.

The new Mamaroneck Avenue lobby 
design will include escalator access to the 
second level, a new canopy outside and 
valet drop-off.

continued from page 1
Lofts Project First in New Light Industrial Zone

Architect’s rendering of  the Norden Lofts 
proposed for Westmoreland Avenue, White Plains.

continued from page 1
Greenburgh Establishing Important Water Connection

with any project of this scale, there are 
many factors that need to be balanced, 
such as the most efficient procedure from 
a construction standpoint; most cost-
efficient process; least disruptive route to 

residents while in their homes and when 
traveling through the construction area; 
traffic; the environment; and existing 
utilities already located over, under, or 
near any planned route.”

Funding for the interconnect project 
is expected to be accomplished through 
bonds issued by the Town for the Water 
District. The Town is also engaged with 
another water district in an attempt to 

achieve mutually beneficial results from 
upgrades to the Town of Greenburgh’s 
Water District.
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By Martin Wilbur
Westchester Medical Center was 

approved for tax-exempt, low-cost 
financing last Wednesday for a new 
$230 million ambulatory care pavilion 
adjacent to its main hospital that 
promises significant upgrades in 
delivering healthcare to patients.

The county’s Local Development 
Corporation (LDC), which was created 
by County Executive Rob Astorino in 
2013 to encourage nonprofits to build 
important projects and stimulate the 
economy, granted up to $340 million 
in borrowing for the medical center for 
the eight-story, 280,000-square-foot 
addition at the Valhalla campus. The 
project will include 185,000 square feet 
of ambulatory care space, 20,000 square 
feet for 48 private patient rooms and 
75,000 feet for physician offices.

The board of directors for WMCHealth, 
the network that operates the hospital 
and six other facilities in the Hudson 
Valley, approved the project last month. 
It is expected to open by late 2018.

Michael Israel, president and CEO 
of WMCHealth, said it would allow 
Westchester Medical Center to serve 
a wider population of patients more 
effectively. The hospital has focused 
mainly on its trauma and tertiary care, 
one of the only facilities north of New 
York City to deliver those services, but 

leaves little time and space to help other 
patients.

“It gives us the ability to deliver 
ambulatory services in a way our 
patients and physicians want to deliver 
them,” Israel said. “The medical center 
itself has been more in-patient, advanced 
care focused. The health care system is 
changing, we have to change along with 
the system.”

The ambulatory care pavilion will 
include an advanced imaging center, 
an ambulatory surgery center and a 
heart and vascular institute, Israel said. 
Westchester Medical Center, built in 
1977, is often so busy dealing with 

emergencies that a 
patient who comes 
in for a 9 a.m. 
surgery, for 
example, may have 
to wait hours before 
their procedure is 
done, he said.

Also, the hospital 
is typically only 
able to use about 85 
percent of its 415 
beds because some 
patients require 
such advanced care 
that a private room 
is necessary. 

Once the new 
pavilion is built, 

medical center staff anticipates being 
able to use 100 percent of its beds, 
Israel said. The hospital will maintain 
its license with the state at 415 beds, he 
added.

“It gives us more space to do more 
things going forward,” Israel said. 
“There’s not much available space in the 
hospital.”

The project is expected to generate 225 
prevailing wage construction jobs and 
an additional 180 permanent full-time 
staff jobs.

Astorino said the county had to 
work to amend legislation to include a 

public benefit corporation, such as the 
medical center, to be eligible for the low-
cost financing. Previously, nonprofits 
had only been able to receive the LDC 
funding. The financing comes at no risk 
to the county and its taxpayers, Astorino 
added.

By the time the ambulatory care 
pavilion is built, Westchester Medical 
Center would have invested almost $1 
billion in infrastructure, technology and 
expansion on the Valhalla campus in a 
little more than a decade, Israel noted. It 
also operates the 136-bed Maria Fareri 
Children’s Hospital and the 101-bed 
Behavioral Health Center for psychiatric 
patients. Israel said the children’s hospital 
has been operating above capacity and 
will also likely need an expansion to at 
least 175 beds in the coming years.

In addition to the $230 million in 
financing for the new construction, the 
additional money of up to $110 million 
will also include $44 million in other 
capital projects and possibly re-funding 
existing bonds.

Astorino said the medical center 
project would also fit in well with 
the proposed North 60, which would  
be mostly on county land near  
the site. That project calls for more than 
a couple million square feet of mixed 
uses, including science and medical 
research space. 

An artist’s rendering of  the $230 million ambulatory care pavilion that is 
scheduled to open before the end of  2018.

County LCD Approves Funding for W’chester Med Center Expansion

 

Saturday, March 12  –  6:00 PM 
 

NEW LOCATION 
Congregation Kol Ami 

252 Soundview Avenue — White Plains 
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&  
DEBBIE & JOHN DONAHOE               
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 RDC CENTER FOR COUNSELING & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
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$45 per person in advance - $50 at the door 
 

  $35 per senior in advance - $40 at the door 
 

$15 children under 12 
 

$400 per table of 10 (ADVANCE SALE ONLY)  
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914-798-1103 

Friendly Gathering 2016 
A Night of Irish Food, Song & Laughter!! 

15 Shapham Place, White Plains, NY
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www.DunnesPubandRestaurant.net

P

Dunne’s Pub wishes all its friends
and partons a Happy St.Patrick’s Day!

Thursday, March 17
Serving Traditional Irish Fare 

Corned Beef & Cabbage, 
Guinness Irish Beef Stew

Fish & Chips and Other Irish Favorites

Join us every Wed. Night, 7:00 - 10:00 
for

Traditional Irish Music
with Brian Conway and friends 

La Le Padraig Shona Dhuit
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By Colleen Fay
1940 started off with the country 

coming out of the depression, FDR elected 
to a third term, Europe in the midst of 
another major war and the U.S. desperately 
trying to stay out of it. The Contemporary 
Club, as it had done in the past, made its 
presence known in the community and 
continued to be involved in local, as well 
as national, issues. Many important events 
were marked during the decade of the 40’s, 
but most significantly, on December 21, 
1948, the Contemporary Club officially 
became known as The Woman’s Club 
of White Plains. Ethel Kent was the first 
president. 

In the late 30’s, the Club had been 
investigating the horrific conditions in 
the tenement housing on Winchester 
Street. After receiving a report by the 
Civic Committee, the city finally agreed to 
address the situation. The Club continued 
to call for the elimination of these buildings 
and the construction of affordable safe 
housing. Multiple newspaper articles 
highlighted the Club’s interest in the youth 
of White Plains and reported on a lecture 
the Club hosted on the need for programs 
for youth as a deterrent to crime. In 1941 
the Club adopted a resolution which was 
sent to the NY state senate calling for 
legislation “outlawing strikes in defense 

industries” and to “purge Communists, 
Nazis and Fascists from Federal payrolls”.

Various programs on political, social and 
educational topics were presented at Club 
Day.  Professors from local universities 
including NYU were invited to speak. 
Classes in “home defense” were offered by 
the Civic Committee. The Contemporary 
Club hosted a lecture at White Plains High 

School by Admiral Richard E. Byrd of 
Antarctica fame. 

Although day-to-day life for most 
of 1940-41 had not been significantly 
affected by the war in Europe, the 
women at the Club were not immune 
to the suffering overseas. Prior to U.S. 
involvement in WWII, the women of the 
Contemporary Club had knitted 250 lbs. 
of yarn into socks, mufflers and scarves 
for the Red Cross. They were also involved 
in Bundles for Britain and the French War 
Relief.  After Pearl Harbor, the women 
really kicked into high gear and the focus 
of the club during this time was mainly on 
supporting the local war effort. 

In early 1942, the Victory Committee 
was formed which was in charge of classes 
in home defense, first aid, home nursing 
and salvage. The Disaster Closet was 
created. A Red Cross fundraiser known 
as the Dessert Party was attended by 1300 
people. There were 130 tables of bridge 
in the afternoon and 75 more in the 
evening. The auditorium was designated 
an official first aid station. The club made 
a canvass of its roster for war time service: 

311 registered for various types of work 
including 23 for “motor driving”, 10 
clerical work, 4 physicians, 31 nursing, 13 
camp cooking, 2 police duty, 28 knitting 
and 6 for public service including gas 
and electric inspectors and trolley car 
conductors. Club members also donated 
gifts to convalescent veterans. 

Once the war ended, the Club got 
back to normal operations and hosted 
many notable speakers. The most famous 
person ever to speak at the Woman’s Club 
was Eleanor Roosevelt. On 11/3/49 she 
appeared at the Woman’s Club with Clark 
M. Eichelberger, director of the American 
Association for the United Nations. Mrs. 
Roosevelt lectured on the “Responsibilities 
of World Citizenship.”  To an audience 
of 600 women she declared, “Whether 
democracy wins or loses is decided 
here in White Plains and in every other 
community”. 

The Thrift Shop, which had been in 
operation for over 20 years, continued 
its philanthropic focus. During the war, 
club members were reminded that, 
while clothing donations to overseas 
relief organizations were admirable, they 
should not neglect the needy in their 
local communities. The Annual Doll Fair 
sponsored by the Thrift Shop continued. 
White Plains Hospital was a frequent 
recipient of donations, in 1949 receiving 
$3000 towards its building fund. Benefit 
Bridges were also held to raise money. 
Between 1946 and 1948, two nursing 
scholarships of $300 were awarded; $300 
was donated to children of Lorient, France 
and $500 to YWCA. 

Toward the end of 1949, the Club 
undertook a general refurbishing and 
renovating of the Clubhouse. It was at 
this time that the beautiful murals in the 
dining room were discovered under layers 
of thick shellac.  The murals, which date 
from the 1800’s, were valued at that time 
at $48,000. 

 L – r: Clark Eichelberger, Mrs. Roberta Bergmann, Eleanor Roosevelt, Mrs. Ethel Kent. Mrs. Roosevelt 
Appearing at Club Day November 1949.

Celebrating the 100-Year History of the Woman’s Club of White Plains
Part 3 – The 1940’s

From One Piece to Large Household Residential and Commercial
 Reliable packing techniques

State-of-the- art moving trucks and trailers
because at Afforable we move for you.

Time and time again, people everywhere 
choose us.

120 Fulton Street
White Plains, NY 10606

Dot T11979
US DOT 1049459

Call now for a 
Guaranteed 
price quote!

(914) 769-1159

NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR WEEK-
END & HOLIDAYS, SHORT NOTICE 

MOVES WELCOME. 
LOWEST 
HOURLY 
RATES!

1-MONTH STORAGE  
WITH ANY INTERSTATE MOVE TO FLORIDA, ALL POINTS IN BETWEEN

FREE

It was easy to 
Decide on cremation 
Now, what about the 
Rest of the decisions? 
It’s easy to think that once you’ve 
decided on cremation, everything 
else is taken care of. There’s the 

matter of disposition, a service (or 
not), or, you can even have a 
funeral . Helping people with 

decisions like this is something we 
do every day. If you need  

to finish planning your wishes, call 
the experts.  

McMahon, Lyon & Hartnett 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

491 Mamaroneck Ave 
White Plains, NY 10605 

(914) 949-7777 
mcmahonfuneralhome.com 

Serving families since 1942 
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By Pat Casey
The work of 11 women artists expressing 

their vision in various media has come 
together in the exhibit SHE: Deconstructing 
Female Identity, at ArtsWestchester, White 
Plains. The opening reception for the show 
is Sunday, March 13, 3 to 5 p.m.  

Curated by Kathleen Reckling, the 
exhibit seeks to make a statement about 
gender identity, in particular what it means 
to be a woman in contemporary America. 
“In an age that so heavily emphasizes 
identity, women of all ages struggle with 
the trappings of being female and with 
their own self-perception. SHE explores 
the concept that femininity, and gender 
generally, is a grand performance piece — 
a constant play between societal “norms” 
and self-definition,” Reckling says.

The work presented is across media and 
engages with themes of the body, self-
presentation, a woman’s “proper” space, 
gender roles, and feminine personas. 

One of the featured artists, Mari Ogihara, 
is a White Plains resident. She took some 
time last week to speak with The White 
Plains Examiner about her work and her 
concepts for the show.

Ogihara and Reckling are friends and 
colleagues and have worked together 
on projects in the past. They both have a 
fascination for the feminine experience, 
being women themselves, and for the 
established feminine archetypes such as 

the Virgin Mary and the Blonde Bombshell 
– two sides of the same coin when 
juxtaposed with images of Earth Mother 
or the Goddess Diana the Huntress.

Ogihara works with mannequins, her 
expression expanding as she breaks the 
“mold” by deconstructing the original 
balance for an open-ended expression of 
the feminine ideal. “Like make-up and 
fashion accessories I apply ceramic glazes 
to resemble beading and lace patterning 
on the smooth clay surface …and like a 
prayer said for daily strength, methods of 
decorating the body are done privately. In 
solitude and in complete concentration 

and devotion, 
a woman will 
carefully apply 
rouge to her lips. 
Like lipstick, 
ribbons of beads 
and color on the 
ceramic figures 
accentuate the 
sensual curves 
of each piece. 
This repetition 
in achieving a 
superficial surface 
in my current 
work reflects self-
imposed rituals 
that women 
perform to 

accompany their particular role in society,” 
Ogihara said in describing her work.

The art exhibition opens in March, 
during Women’s History Month, and 
runs through the end of June, providing 
an artistic exploration of issues related to 
gender and female identity.

In conjunction with the exhibit, 
ArtsWestchester will also provide 
community programs in partnership 
with local women’s organizations that 
will address women’s rights, relationship 
abuse, self-image and women’s career 
development, particularly in science and 
technology.

March programs include SHE is 
Beauty, an exhibition preview and benefit 
shopping night at Bloomingdales in 
White Plains, Thursday, March 10, 6 to 8 
p.m. Some of the artists will be on hand 
and any purchases made in the cosmetics 
department will include a 10 percent 
donation to ArtsWestchester. Music, food 
and a gift bag are part of the fun.

On Monday, March 21,  6 to 8 p.m.  a 
performance and Q&A with an art world 
icon and iconoclast, The Guerrilla Girls, 
will use facts and humor to expose and 
protest discrimination. This event will be 
held at the ArtsWestchester Gallery at 31 
Mamaroneck Ave, White Plains. 

The opening reception for  SHE: 
Deconstructing Female Identity  will take 
place on Sunday, March 13  from  3 to 5 
p.m. at ArtsWestchester, White Plains. 
The exhibition will be on view through 
Saturday, June 25. Admission is free to 
the public. Docent tours of the exhibit 
are available to the public and for private 
groups with a suggested per person 
donation. ArtsWestchester gallery hours 
are Tuesday through Friday,  12 to 5:00 
p.m.  and Saturday, 12 to 6 p.m.  Gallery 
Hours are Tuesday to Friday 12 to 5 p.m., 
Saturday 12 to 6 p.m.

For more information, visit  https://
artswestchester.org/she-deconstructing-
female-identity.

ArtsWestchester Exhibit SHE: Deconstructing Female Identity, to Open Sunday

White Plains artist Mari Ogihara breaks down the traditional mold that expresses 
the female body while applying beads and color representing the private rituals 
of  women expressed over centuries. Her work will be on view at the SHE 
exhibition beginning March 13.
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By Martin Wilbur
Finding a responsible landscaper that 

can do the work a homeowner requires 
without feeling they’ve been gypped is a 
reasonable expectation.

Unfortunately, too many residents 
have horror stories to tell of perpetual 
billing without confirmation that some 
or all of the tasks that appear on the 
invoices were actually done.

Last spring James Albis tapped into 
that discontent with the launch of 
Yardhub, a website where property 
owners throughout the metropolitan 
area, including all of Westchester, can 
order landscaping and other outdoor 
services with licensed, reputable firms 
that have been fully vetted and will 
perform only the work that is needed 
when it’s required.

Albis said segments of the landscaping 
industry still operate like “the Wild West,” 
with companies only accepting cash or 
unable or refusing to take credit card or 
debit payments. That sentiment can also 
be compounded by the unpredictability 
of service.

“It’s the only business that spends 
so much money – it’s a $100 billion 
category (annually) – that has a level of 
customer service and a level of customer 
experience that is on par with running a 

lemonade stand,” said Albis, who along 
with Yardhub co-founder Bill Ralph were 
both raised in Yorktown. “But yet people 
fork over tens of thousands of dollars.”

This year Albis has expanded Yardhub’s 
services to include year-round outdoor 
work, including snowplowing for the 
winter and pool cleaning for the summer. 
Consumers can also request tree service, 
masonry work and various miscellaneous 
outdoor tasks such as house paining, 
sealing driveways, roof repairs, window 
cleaning and many other jobs.

Customers can order the service they 
need within a minute by establishing 
an account, selecting the type of work 
needed to be done, the date they 
would like to have it accomplished and 
providing a credit card or debit card 
number. Those account numbers are 
held securely by BrainTree Payments, a 
division of PayPal, which Yardhub has 
engaged to handle its transactions.

“We wanted to make it very easy 
on homeowners by focusing on the 
simplicity,” said Albis, now a Somers 
resident. “We provide that convenience 
for customers in their own mind,” Albis 
said. “It’s very easy, it’s transparent, it’s 
one-stop shopping.”

Protecting the consumer is certainly 
one priority. Albis said recently he 

heard from a northern Westchester 
homeowner who received a $7,000 bill 
from her landscaper despite not having 
seen them in six months. Yardhub saves 
the customer time and energy, where 
they don’t have to pursue price quotes on 
their own from individual providers.

However, it’s also to the benefit of the 
service provider, Albis said. Instead of 
waiting weeks and even months for a 
customer to mail a check after receiving 
an invoice, each company is paid within 

48 hours of rendering the 
service. It also provides them 
a steady stream of customers.

“Legitimate business owners 
are signing up with Yardhub 
because they find value in 
working with us long term,” 
Albis said.

There are also 
responsibilities for both the 
customer and the vendor. The 
service provider must take 
photos of their work and post 
them on the Yardhub platform. 
Meanwhile, the customer is 
asked to complete an objective 
evaluation of the work done at 
their property, which is critical 
to maintaining high quality 
vendors Service providers 
must maintain a rating of at 

least four stars to remain affiliated with 
Yardhub.

“We rate them as well as the 
homeowners so it’s incumbent upon 
them to do it every time,” Albis said.

On Apr. 1, Yardhub will also be 
introducing a new mobile app for the 
launch of its spring season services.

For more information and the full 
list of services that can be reserved on 
Yardhub, visit www.yardhub.com. 

James Albis, right, with Yardhub co-founder Bill Ralph, which 
connects homeowners to a wide range of  service providers for 
their properties such as landscapers, snowplowing and pool 
cleaning that is professional, reliable and easy to use.

Online Platform Brings Outdoor Services to Homeowners’ Fingertips 

“Offering you one-of-a kind service”
Now in two locations

For over 70 years, Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation 
Services has helped families say farewell to loved ones 
in a special way. They have used our funeral home 

because of our reputation for highly personalized 
services delivered with unprecedented attention to 

detail and the utmost respect.  

In order to better serve the families in our area 
and offer greater convenience, we have added 
an additional facility. With the acquisition of the 
former McElroy-Flynn Funeral Home, families  
can be assured they will receive the same 
caring, personal service they have come to 
expect from Ballard-Durand in White Plains  
and now in Elmsford.

We encourage you to call us if you have any 
questions, or stop by for a personal tour.

©2012 MKJ Marketing

2 Maple Avenue  •  White Plains, NY  •  914-949-0566
72 East Main Street  •  Elmsford, NY  •  914-592-6300 

www.BallardDurand.com
Find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/BallardDurand

Mat thew J .  F ior i l lo ,  Owner /Funera l  D i rec tor

Once again Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services is proud to be one of 
the nearly 1000 Veterans & Family Memorial Care providers across America that 
is participating in this year’s annual VFMC Stockings for Soldiers initiative. Last 

years program was a huge success. From now thru December 2nd please stop in 
to either funeral home location to pick-up a Free Stocking to take home, decorate 
and stuff with holiday cheer. You will receive a list of recommended items along 

with the free stocking. Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services will ship the 
stockings at their expense, to troops abroad in time for the holidays. “Sending 

our heroes some good tidings and holiday cheer is a great way for us to show our 
support and appreciation for the sacrifi ces they make to keep our country safe 
and secure”said Matthew Fiorillo, owner of Ballard-Durand Funeral & Crema-

tion Services. In addition Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services is also an 
offi cial drop off center for Cell Phones for Soldiers. Please bring in your old cell 

phones to help our troops call home this holiday season. The old cell phones are 
recycled and turned into free calling cards for our heroes. To date VFMC Providers 
nationwide have collected enough old cell phones to provide our troops overseas 
with nearly 4 Million free calling minutes. You may stop by either of our locations 

now thru December 1st on Monday thru Friday between the hours of 9am and 
2pm to pick-up your Free stocking or drop off an old cell phone. 

Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services, 
One-of-a-kind service now in two locations: 

STOCKINGS FOR SOLDIERS
Send our troops a little taste of home for the holidays. 

Advertorial

Question: What should I do if a death 
occurs while away from home or during a 
vacation? 

Answer:
Death is often an overwhelming 
event, especially when it occurs 
away from home. Contact your 
hometown funeral director of choice 
immediately; they will be able to 
assist you if the death occurs anywhere 
on the globe. They will be your “point 
person” to assume responsibility and 
coordinate the arrangements to return 
your loved one home.  

We at Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cre-
mation Services were hand chosen to 
be a part of Selected Independent Fu-
neral Homes where we enjoy the ben-

efit of having a nationwide network of 
other independent community leading 
funeral firms to assist us when 
necessary.  We may engage the 
services of a funeral director at the 
place of death who will act as our 
agent for the purpose of transportation 
and filing necessary paperwork like the 
death certificate.  

Our out of state funeral director agent 
is familiar with all of the necessary pro-
cedures we employ right here at Bal-
lard-Durand to make the process easier 
for you. If the death occurs overseas, 
the Bureau of Consular Affairs will as-
sist the family as well your local funeral 
home.

The following is the fourth in a series of  
columns from Matthew Fiorillo, of  
Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation 
Services. The columns deal with issues 
families must deal with prior to and after 
a loved one passes away.
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Police Blotter
Westchester County District Attorney’s 
Office

Sexual Assault of Child. Isaac 
McKnight (DOB 2/2/92) of New Rochelle, 
pled guilty to one count of Criminal 
Sexual Act in the First Degree, a class “B” 
Violent Felony.  

The defendant was working as a part 
time assistant teacher at a day care center 
in the Village of Tuckahoe. On Nov. 5, 
2015 he sexually assaulted a four-year-old 
child at the center. 

A joint investigation carried out by 

the Village of Tuckahoe police and the 
Westchester County District Attorney’s 
Office resulted in McKnight’s arrest on 
Nov. 12, 2015. He was subsequently 
arraigned.

The defendant remains on remand at 
the Westchester County Jail. He is due to 
be sentenced on April 26.

Deputy Bureau Chief Christine Hatfield 
of the Child Abuse Bureau is prosecuting 
the case.

White Plains Police Department
Morton’s Brawl. Four members of the 

same family dining at Morton’s Steak 
House in White Plains Saturday evening, 
March 5, were arrested by police when 
they refused to follow police orders after 
fighting with restaurant staff when they 
were told they would no longer be served 
alcohol. A brawl broke out as the guests 
caused damage to the restaurant and two 
staff members suffered minor injuries 
and were taken to the hospital. A police 
helicopter that was seen overhead during 
the event, had offered help when officers 
heard of the altercation on the radio. 
They were not called to assist, according 
to Police Commissioner David Chong. 
The restaurant was expected to reopen at 
5 p.m. on Monday.

Greenburgh Police Department
Grand Larceny. On March 5, police 

were called to Best Buy on the report of 
a larceny that had just occurred. The store 
manager told police she was watching two 
male parties in the store. She saw them 
in the aisle where the Bose headphones 
are displayed, but when she approached 
one of the men, he walked away. She 
thought he might have been trying to 
take merchandise so she went back to 
the counter to watch him on camera. She 
then saw a second male party in the same 
aisle take four or five Bose headphone 
boxes off the shelf and place them inside 
his jacket. He then fled the store and the 
other male followed him. The manager 
pursued as they yelled some obscenities 
at her and fled on foot to the rear of the 
building. She then lost site of them. The 
suspects are described as Black males 
both wearing black bubble jackets. One 
had a black baseball hat and was wearing 
small Beats headphones around his neck. 
The other suspect was wearing a black 
knit cap. The area was canvassed with 
negative results. A DVD of the security 
camera footage was given to the Street 
Crimes Unit.

Criminal Tampering. On March 5, the 

complainant reported that her home had 
been egged sometime between 4 and 4:30 
a.m. that morning. She reported that her 
house had been egged twice before, but 
she had not reported those incidents. She 
thought the egging was done by teenagers 
who her teenage daughter goes to school 
with, but could not identify anyone in 
particular. There was no damage to the 
home, but a file was created to document 
the incident.

Money Dispute. On March 2, the 
complainant came to police headquarters 
to report that he received a harassing 
phone call regarding money owed. 
The complainant indicated that his 
business had recently filed for Chapter 
11 Bankruptcy and that a letter was sent 
out to multiple vendors notifying them of 
the bankruptcy. One of the vendors called 
demanding the money be paid to him or 
he would contact the mob to have them 
collect the money owed. That vendor was 
contacted by telephone for an interview. 
He acknowledged that he had made a 
call demanding money be paid to him  
but denied making any threats. Both 
parties were advised to refrain from 
contacting each other directly to avoid 
any further incident.

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

SOMERS CUSTOM FRAMING

December 30 - January 5, 20154 The White Plains Examiner

SmaLL NewS IS  
BIG NewS

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for the Holidays at Somers Custom Framing

continued from page 3
Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL

“Robust Italian cuisine served  
out of a charming vintage diner!”
-Morris Gut, White Plains Examiner

“One of the highest rated restaurants 
in Westchester!”
Zagat Restaurant Survey 

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com 
301 HALSTEAD AVE., HARRISON
(across from Metro-North)

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Regional Italian Cuisine

Now open 7 days for lunch & dinner
Saturday & Sunday from noon to 10 pm.

Chef/Proprietor Dean Vivolo
HEART Y NEW WINTER SPECIALTIES!
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Tony Spiritoso of La Bocca Marks 35 Years
Some refer to Chef 

Antonio ‘Tony’ Spiritoso 
of La Bocca Ristorante 
in White Plains as the 
most authentic Italian 
cook in the county. 
Patrons of his restaurant 
on Church Street in 
downtown White Plains 
have been saying the 

same of his bustling eateries for decades. 
And many have even been following 
Chef Spiritoso since his arrival here from 
his native Calabria, Italy in 1980, then 

through such dining rooms as his original 
Spiritoso’s opened in 1990 in Yonkers and 
Spiritoso’s, Mamaroneck.

Chef Spiritoso is currently marking 
35 years as a chef and restaurateur in 
Westchester and the public is invited 
to be a part of the conviviality and 
savor the regional Italian specialties. It 
usually begins at his signature antipasti 
bar loaded daily with tempting cured 
imported meats, cheeses and appetizing 

house made salads. Tony has brought his 
vintage bright red slicing machines along 
wherever he has been, and they sit ready 
to roll on the antipasto counter. Breads are 
served in folded paper bags. And the wine 
selection is among the best in Westchester. 
A titillating combination for the palate.

The name ‘La Bocca’ comes from the 
famous open-mouthed statue in Italy ‘La 
Bocca Della Verita’ (the mouth of truth) 
via the classic film ‘Roman 
Holiday’. The dining room is 
strewn with artistic columns 
and serving pieces. There is 
banquette and table seating 
in the main 80-seat dining 
room, while the bar is often 
a perfect spot for networking 
with locals. There is a new 
wine room for private events for up to 60 
guests. Tony and his son in law Alessandro 
and the veteran staff will take good care  
of you.

Great menu starters right now also 
include: Crespelle Fiorentino, eggplant 
rollatine with ricotta cheese and spinach 
in a pink sauce; Mozzrella di Bufala, 
Buffalo mozzarella served with tomato 
and basil; Insalata Contadina, arugula, 
pear, walnuts and bleu cheese; Polpo alla 
Calabrese, octopus sautéed with cherry 
tomato, hot pepper, garlic and oil; and 
Tony’s popular Sapori d’ Italia, a selection 

of Italian delicatessen.
Fresh and dry Pasta and 

Rice dishes include: classic 
Spaghetti Carbonara, 
Italian pancetta and onion 
in an egg sauce; Orecchiette 
Pugliesi, broccoli rabe, hot 
or sweet sausage in a garlic 
and oil sauce; Risotto del 

Pollino, with porcini mushrooms and 
radicchio treviggiano; old fashioned 
Rigatoni alla Nonna, served with 
meatballs and sausage; decadent Gnocchi 

Cremosi with pears and cream gorgonzola 
sauce; Bucatini Puttanesca, garlic, black 
olives, capers and tomato; and Fusilli all’ 
Acritana, served with a lamb ragu. Gluten 
and whole wheat pasta are available with 
any sauce.

Pesce and Carne specialties include: 
Saltimbocca alla Romana, scaloppini 
topped with parma ham and sage in a white 
wine brown sauce; big Zuppa di Pesce, 
shrimp, calamari, clams, lobster, mussels, 
squid in a tomato and garlic sauce over 
linguini; Veal Chop Parmigiana, prepared 
in the traditional way; Pollo Paillard, 
grilled chicken breast topped with fresh 
tomato and red onions; Baccala, salted 
cod prepared in the Italian regional style; 
Costoletta, de Agnello, grilled rack of 
lamb served with fingerling potatoes and 
broccoli rabe; Pollo Scarpariello, country 
chicken on the bone with sautéed sausage 

and peppers; and Gamberoni Gratinati, 
jumbo shrimp baked lightly with bread 
crumbs and white wine over lemon 
risotto. Daily specials augment the regular 
menu.

Special Hint: Chef ’s Special Wild Meats 
are often available: rabbit, quail, venison 
and boar. A Bar Menu offers individual 
size pizzas, panini, and selections from 
the salumeria. 

La Bocca Ristorante is located at 8 
Church Street, White Plains, just off Main 
Street. The restaurant is open for lunch 
and dinner 7 days a week, 11:30 a.m. to 
10:30 .m. Main courses at lunch: $10 to 
$16. Dinner main courses: $14 to $38. 
Antipasto Counter. Bar area. Full take out. 
Private party room for up to 60. Outside 
catering. Major credit cards. Proper casual 
dress. Municipal parking. Reservations 
accepted. Phone: 914-948-3281. www.
laboccaristorante.com. 
Spiritoso Takes Over Il Forno Italian 
Marketplace

In related news, Antonio ‘Tony’ 
Spiritoso has taken ownership of Il Forno 
Italian Marketplace on Mamaroneck Ave., 
White Plains, a playful and colorful ode to 
Italian food and larder. It is a small, well-
edited deli-type shop with some interior 
seating highlighted by a wood fired pizza 
oven. Fresh prepared dishes and panini 
are available, along with specialty meats 
and cheeses, baked goods and assorted 
Italian products. There are catering plans 
for home or office, too. Tony Spiritoso 
has been an importer of Italian products 
for years. Il Forno is located at 594 
Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, just 
south of Bloomingdale Road. Phone: 
914-358-9445. Fax: 914-358-9447. www.
imarketplace@optimum.net 

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing 
consultant and former restaurant trade 
magazine editor. He has been tracking and 
writing about the food and dining scene in 
greater Westchester for over 30 years. He 
may be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net.

Tony Spiritoso preparing the day’s larder at La 
Bocca, White Plains. 

 By Morris Gut

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

La Bocca, on Church Street, White Plains.

Il Forno Marketplace, White Plains.

Antipasto at La Bocca. 
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By Jerry Eimbinder
To celebrate Hudson Valley 

Restaurant Week’s 10th anniversary, 
the organizers invited the media, 
government representatives and other 
guests to meet participating restaurant 
owners and chefs at a Feb. 29 kickoff 
party. 

It was an evening of talk and tasting of 
hors d’oeuvres and beverages, including 
foie gras and lobster cappuccino at Peter 
X. Kelly’s Xaviars X2O on the Hudson 
in Yonkers.  

“Hudson Valley Restaurant Week is 
really the celebration of everything that 
has made the Hudson Valley a great 
dining destination, the great dining 
destination of the Northeast in fact,” 
said The Valley Table publisher Janet 
Crawshaw, the organizer of the event.

The opening remarks at the kickoff 

included short addresses by Westchester 
County Executive Rob Astorino, 
Rockland County Executive Ed Day, 
Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano and Kevin 
King, director of the New York State 
Department of Agriculture & Markets.

Since its inception in 2006, Hudson 
Valley Restaurant Week (HVRW) has 
come a long way, progressing from 70 
restaurants in the inaugural event to a 
record 231 this spring. 

By coincidence, in the same year it 
started, I proposed a similar prix-fixe 
restaurant dining program to a new 
Westchester publication. I called it 
“Hudson  Valley Signature Dish Week.” 
This happened a short time before the 
first HVRW was announced by the 
publisher of The Valley Table. 

The two concepts 
were  strikingly  similar. Both my 
program and HVRW offered restaurant 
patrons a few three-course meals 
at a special low, prix-fixe cost, but 
mine had one important difference: 
it also asked restaurants to include 

their signature dish at its 
regular price accompanied 
by a free appetizer and a 
complementary dessert. 

Thus, attendees would be 
offered a sensible choice: 
either order the restaurant’s 
best dish at a savings or pick 
one of the less expensive, 
selections also at a savings.

After an evaluation by 
the publication’s higher 
echelon, my proposal was 
rejected. It was decided 
that the space needed 
to publicize the dining 
program would necessitate 
a cut in news coverage.

Fortunately for the 
dining public, HVRW was launched 
shortly afterwards by The Valley Table. 
Guided by the astute team of Crenshaw 

and editor Jerry Novesky, HVRW grew 
steadily. It became a semiannual event 
in 2012; this time it has attracted  a 
record number of restaurants (231 at 
last count).

I did have one regret when my plan 
met defeat. It would have focused 
attention on the best work of our 
local chefs. Currently, many HVRW 
menus favor the use of ingredients 
that can be bought in the marketplace 
inexpensively.

Should the time come when the 
organizers of HVRW seek to broaden 
their program, perhaps they might 
consider implementing my signature 
dish option. This would give patrons an 
opportunity to try the chef ’s pride and 
joy at a more affordable cost.       

Offered at the participating 
restaurants from March 7-20 are prix-
fixe, three-course menus (lunch at 

$20.95 and dinner at $29.95). The prices 
do not include tax, gratuity, and in most 
cases, beverage cost. The cost to dine 
remains the same as it was in 2013. A 
few restaurants have surcharges for 
premium items on their HVRW menus. 

Many of the restaurants have 
restrictions  or exclusions for date and 
time availability. Regular menus are 
also available during HVRW.

Despite the word “Week” in its name, 
each program runs for two weeks. This 
year’s fall HVRW is Nov. 1-13.

Restaurants in Westchester, Duchess, 
Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan 
and Ulster are taking part. Participating 
restaurants can be sorted in alphabetical 
order by county or by type of cuisine at 
www.valleytable.com.

 The Restaurant Examiner

Record Numbers for Hudson Valley Restaurant Week

 Front row, from left, county executives Ed Day (Rockland), MaryEllen Odell (Putnam) and Rob Astorino 
(Westchester) join top restaurateurs from throughout the Hudson Valley for last week’s kickoff  of  the 
upcoming Hudson Valley Restaurant Week.

The Captain Lawrence Brewing Company station was popular at 
the Hudson Valley Restaurant Week kickoff  party last week.

William Winstanley, right, owner of  Il Sorisso in 
Irvington and his brother Ed at the Hudson Valley 
Restaurant Week kickoff  party. 

From left, The Valley Table editor Jerry Novesky, publisher Janet Cranshaw, Chappaqua’s Crabtree’s Kittle 
House owner John Crabtree and Peter X. Kelly, chef  and owner of  Xaviars X2O on the Hudson, at the Feb. 
29 kickoff  of  Hudson Valley Restaurant Week.

Irving Farm Coffee Roasters in Millerton provided 
coffee service. 
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 030816

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

Classified Ad  
Deadline

 is Thursdays at 5pm 
for the next 

week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges - SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 
Now $59 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery Lim-
ited Supply!ORDER NOW! 518-536-1367 
www.lowcosttrees.com

HELP WANTED
DAY CARE CENTER IN SOMERS.  
FULL TIME and PART TIME posi-
tions available immediately, 5 Days a 
week. Please email resume to Raquel@
learninggardendaycare.com or fax to 
914-243-0877.

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and 
Certifications Running Bulldozers, Back-
hoes and Excavators. Lifetime Job Place-
ment. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-
6497

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

HUNTING
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leas-
ing info packet & Quote. 1?866?309?1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
CATSKILLS FARM LIQUIDATION 
March 12th & 13th! Lender Ordered! 5 to 
39 acre Tracts! Foreclosure prices! Moun-
tain views, streams, ponds, gorgeous set-
ting just 2 hours from the GW Bridge! 
Terms avail! Call 888-905-8847 NewYor-
kLandandLakes.com

UPSTATE NY LAND BARGAIN! 11 
acres Stream, Pond -$39,900 Beautiful 
woods, long rd frontage, Utils, EZ drive 
from NY City! Terms avail. Call 888-479-
3394 NOW!

LEGALS 
LEGAL NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
SO MULCH MORE, LLC. Art. Of Org., 
filed with SSNY on 1/07/16.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served.  SSNY 

shall mail process to: 28 Fox Lane, Mt. 
Kisco, NY 10549.  Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

Notice of Formation of CGC Solutions 
LLC filed with the Department of State 
on 09/30/2015. Putnam County, SSNY is 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to The LLC, 74 Hillside 
Park, Brewster, NY 10509. General Pur-
pose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: Con-
nected Healthcare Technologies, LLC, 
office in Westchester County;  Articles 
of Organization filed with SSNY on 
2/17/2016.  SSNY designated agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: the 
company, c/o Sarah Ball, 80 Central Av-
enue, Rye, NY 10580.  Purpose: any law-
ful acts or activities.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
FAULKNER FABRICATORS, LLC Art. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 12/16/15.  
Office location: Westchester County.  
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: Faulkner Fabricators, LLC, 74 Lyons 
Place, Mt. Vernon. NY 10553.  Purpose: 
any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of Laurent & Al-
tieri, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 02/05/2016. 
Office in Westchester County.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against  it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: Genevieve 
Laurent, 67  Sedgwick Avenue, Yonkers, 
New York 10705. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In 

stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:  
 www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS
100+ HOMES-LAND-COMMERCIAL 
BUILDINGS PROPERTY TAX AUC-
TION 3/30@11AM. Holiday Inn, Elmira, 
NY. 800-243-0061 HAR, Inc. & AAR, Inc. 
Free brochure, Bid Online from Any-
where: www.NYSAUCTIONS.com

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry,
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 914-
654-1683
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, March 8 
Tuesdays a   Dorry’s. Several months 

ago Laura Newman, Neighbors Link’s 
Development Director, introduced the 
group’s work to “strengthen communities 
through the healthy integration of 
immigrants. This time we will learn 
more about its programming from 
Adam Rabinovitch, Deputy Director. He 
will focus particularly on NL’s Cultural 
Competency trainings for law enforcement 
officers, who “have frequent contact with 
immigrants, but little, if any training in 
the characteristics and particular needs of 
foreign-born youth and adults. Tuesdays 
@ Dorry’s gathers “conversation partners” 
weekly for informal table talk. There is no 
charge. Just come and order your food 
from Sylvia and enjoy the discussion and 
the company. Food ordering begins at 
5:30 p.m. Presentation and discussion 6 
to 7 p.m. Dorry’s Diner, 468 Mamaroneck 
Avenue, White Plains; 914-682-0005.

WPCNA Meeting. The  March 
meeting of the White Plains Council of 
Neighborhood Associations will be held 
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at Lower Level Meeting 
Room, Education House, 5 Homeside 
Lane, White Plains. As a follow-up to 
previous meetings WPCNA plans to have 
a Roundtable Discussion about Citywide 
issues and Neighborhood Concerns. 
Please bring your ideas, concerns, 
opinions, and questions to what is hoped 
will be a vibrant conversation.  White 
Plains Planning Commissioner Chris 
Gomez has accepted our invitation to 

participate in this meeting as a listener 
and resource person. Light refreshments 
will be available.

Wednesday, March 9
Noonday Getaway Concert. 

Vincent  Lionti, a member of the viola 
section of the Metropolitan Opera 
Orchestra, has served as guest principal 
viola for the Indianapolis, New Jersey and 
American Symphony orchestras. A former 
member of the Detroit Symphony, he is 
joined by pianist Alex Ruvinstein for “Lost 
Gems of the Romantic Era VII.” Take a 
break from your busy day and join us for 
this delightful free 30-minute performance 
at historic Grace Episcopal Church, 33 
Church St., White Plains; 12:10 p.m.

Friday, March 11
WPPL Adult and Teen Spelling Bee. 

The White Plains Library Foundation has 
scheduled the second annual Adult and 
Teen Spelling Bee at the Highlands Middle 
School auditorium at 7:30 p.m. (snow 
date is Friday, March 18). Contestants are 
expected to check in between 6:45 and 7 
p.m. Refreshments on sale plus a fund-
raising auction. Audience will be given 
sheets to follow along with the “Bee.” 
Audience ticket $5.

Saturday, March 12 
White Plains St. Pat’s Parade.   White 

Plains  will hold  its 19th  Annual White 
Plains St. Patrick’s Day Parade, beginning 
at Noon from Mamaroneck Avenue at 
Old Mamaroneck Road to Main Street. 
William Bertram  is this year’s Grand 
Marshall. Bill has served as a St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade Committee member since its 
inception. Bill will lead the parade with his 
aides, who can all trace their ancestry back 
to Ireland: Coleen Ward Iodice (Galway 
and Roscommon), Doris Mady (Cork), 
Geri Molloy (Galway), Timothy Ryan 

(Waterford), Kevan Slattery (Clare, Offaly, 
Tipperary, Mayo or Sligo) and Patrick 
Walsh (Cork). Bill Bertram’s roots go back 
to Galway.

Bill received an Associate’s Degree in 
Applied Police Science from Westchester 
Community College, and a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Criminal Justice from 
Mercy College.

In 1963 Bill enlisted in the U.S. Air 
Force and is a decorated veteran with the 
rank of E4 Airman First Class. Following 
the Air Force Bill worked for Con Edison 
in New York City. In 1968 he was sworn 
in as a Police Officer with the City of 
White Plains Police Department and was 
assigned to the Patrol Division. He has 
also been in Radar Enforcement, Sergeant, 
and Lieutenant. He was assigned to the 
Department’s Administrative Division and 
as Executive Officer to the Traffic Division 
where he served until his retirement. He 
was a decorated member of the City of 
White Plains Police Department, having 
received eight Meritorious Duty Awards, 
a Life Saving Award and numerous 
commendations. Bill retired from the 
Police Department on December 30, 2003 
after serving for over 35 years. Before his 
retirement in 2003, Bill had the honor 
of also becoming an Irish citizen. Since 
1969 he has been a member of the Police 
Emerald Society of Westchester and has 
served as the Society’s Financial Secretary, 
2nd  Vice President, Trustee and is 
currently a Trustee Emeritus. He was also 
a member of the Police Emerald Society 
of Westchester Pipe and Drum Band and 
a member of the N.Y. Police Fire Retiree 
Association, American Legion Post 1009 
Yorktown Heights, The Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick in the County of Westchester, and 
the Putnam County Traffic Safety Board. 
Bill was instrumental in establishing the 
Police Retirees of White Plains Association 
and served as its First President.

Friendly Gathering. Tickets are $45 in 
advance and $50 at the door; seniors are 
$35 in advance and $40 at the door.  Tickets 
for children under 12 are $15.    Advance 
sale for a table of ten is $400;  6 p.m.  at 
Congregation Koi Ami, (252 Soundview 
Avenue, White Plains).    The event 
benefits The RDC Center for Counseling 
& Human Development.  For reservations 
or more information, contact  914-798-
1106 or rdccenter@optonline.net.

Playland Job Fair. From 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m., at the Westchester County Center 
in White Plains. On-the-spot interviews 
will be conducted at this event for the 
first 300 candidates to arrive. Positions to 
be filled include cashiers, ride operators, 
lifeguards, EMTs, electricians, carpenters, 
painters, mechanics, custodial staff, I.T. 
technician and graphic designer. Playland’s 
seasonal employment runs from April 
through September. Applications can be 
obtained by calling (914) 813-7010, or at 
ryeplayland.org, where an application can 
be downloaded or submitted online.

Celebrate Purim with the Westchester 
Community for Humanistic Judaism at 
2:30 p.m.  at the Community Unitarian 
Church Fellowship Hall.  Join the 
festivities by coming in costume, bringing 
a dessert or fruit to share, taking part in 
the traditional Shalach Monot with a 
donation of nonperishable packaged  or 
canned food, playing “recognize the 
face” by displaying a non baby photo 
of yourself.   Take part in Rabbi Frank 
Tamburello’s interactive service recalling 
the historical and spiritual roots of the 
holiday. Beverages will be served. There is 
no charge but donations are welcome. The 
event takes place at 468 Rosedale Avenue, 
White Plains. For more information 
visit info@wchj.org.

2016 Friendly Gathering to Honor Woman’s Club and Debbie & John Donahoe
The Woman’s Club of White Plains 

and Debbie and John Donahoe will be 
honored at the 2016 Friendly Gathering to 
be held Saturday, March 12 at 6 p.m.  at 
Congregation Kol Ami, (252 Soundview 
Avenue, White Plains).  The event 
benefits The RDC Center for Counseling 
& Human Development, which for the 
past 24 years has provided affordable 
and compassionate counseling services 
and targeted outreach through special 
programs. 

Formerly held in the Kearney 
Gymnasium on the Good Counsel 
Academy campus, the Friendly Gathering 
has moved this year to Kol Ami since 
the campus was sold last year to a real  

estate developer. 
The Msgr. Ed O’Brien Community 

Service Award  will be presented to The 
Woman’s Club of White Plains, which 

this year is celebrating a century 
of commitment to the community. 
The Club and its Foundation 
provide financial support to local 
non-profits and thousand of hours 
of volunteer service to various 
causes.

The Sister Joan Haley Spirit 
of Compassion Award  will be 
presented to White Plains residents 
Debbie and John Donahoe. 
Debbie, the first female county 
golf course manager, and John, 
a retired lieutenant of the White 

Plains Fire Department, have always 
made time to contribute in various ways 
to the community from philanthropic to 

service to recreational undertakings.
The Friendly Gathering features a 

corned beef and cabbage dinner, Irish 
songs and a performance by The O’Rourke 
Academy of Irish Dance.  There also will 
be a Live Auction for golf foursomes at 
Westchester  and Bonnie Briar Country 
Clubs as well as other premium items and 
a raffle including two round-trip tickets 
to  Ireland.  Tickets are $45 in advance 
and $50 at the door; seniors are $35 in 
advance and $40 at the door. Tickets for 
children under 12 are $15.  Advance sale 
for a table of 10 is $400. Reservations are 
strongly encouraged. For reservations 
or more information, contact  914-798-
1106 or rdccenter@optonline.net.
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EX AMINER SPORTS
Crusaders Season Ends in Second Round of CHSAA Intersectionals

Ra’Shad James Comes Home to Play with the Westchester Knicks

By Albert Coqueran
Stepinac High School’s varsity 

basketball season came to a conclusion 
in the Bronx when the Crusaders were 
upended by Holy Cross High School, 77-
60, in the Second Round of the CHSAA 
Intersectional Playoffs, at St. Raymond 
High School, on Thursday, March 3. 

The Crusaders were granted a bye in 
the First Round of the Intersectionals by 
garnishing a number four-seed in the NY 
CHSAA. Holy Cross was the five-seed 
from the Bronx/Queens CHSAA. 

On Feb. 2, during the regular season 

at home, the Crusaders played a more 
competitive game against Holy Cross, 
while losing by only two points, 84-82, 
when Stepinac last second shot rimmed 
out of the basket.

However, in that previous contest 
against the Knights, the Crusaders were 

not hampered by an injured Jordan 
Tucker, who played with a sore shoulder 
the entire game in the Intersectionals. 

Well, at least almost the entire game. 
The Second Team All-League swingman 
also sat the first four minutes of the 
game due to a “team discipline issue,” as 
designated by Head Coach Pat Massaroni. 

Tucker injured his shoulder, after 
colliding with a Cardinal Hayes’ Victor 
Montenegro in the Crusaders, 64-63, 
heartbreak overtime loss to the number 
one seeded Cardinals in the Second 
Round of the CHSAA Archdiocesan 
Tournament. Tucker had to sit the  
final 2:21 of overtime due to the injury, 
which certainly contributed to the 
Crusaders defeat.

Tucker scored 20 points in the game 
against Holy Cross, on February 2, but 
despite grabbing 10 rebounds, he could 
only manage seven points against the 
Knights in the Intersectional Playoffs. “I 
did not step-up offensively or defensively 
today. I was not confident today. I did not 
come to the game focused. I think the 
injury set me back,” commented Tucker.

Tucker while just completing his junior 
season has been getting college offers 
almost consistently throughout the year. 
St. John’s University staff and Villanova 
University’s Kyle Neptune were in the 
house at St. Raymond’s to watch him play 
on Friday.

Tucker has already got offers from 
USC and Kansas University and besides 
St. John’s and Villanova; Duke University, 
University of North Carolina and 
Kentucky University have also shown 
interest in the Crusaders swingman.

But Tucker is not the only member 
of the Crusaders that has the college 
recruiters spotlight on him. Forward 
Aundre Hyatt, has an offer from Ivy 
League Yale University. Hyatt, who is 
also a Second Team All-League selection, 
scored 23 points and secured 11 rebounds 
against the Knights in the Intersectional 
contest.

Hyatt, a sophomore transfer from Fort 
Green Military, in Virginia, has been 
a double/double machine all season, 
while averaging 16.5 points and 10.5 
rebounds per game. “Coming into the 
season nobody knew about me. I thought  
I had a breakout year playing alongside 
Jordan Tucker. I thought we meshed 

well,” said Hyatt.
Therefore, Crusaders first-year Head 

Coach Massaroni took his “big three” 
this season, including junior Tucker, 
sophomore Hyatt and All-League Third 
Team Selection junior Jorden Means 
and blended them with senior enforcer 
Kobe Miranda, senior Mario Nery, 
junior Makai Johnson, sophomore 
upstart Payton Hudson and freshman 
Eduard Minaya and came away with 
a 10-17 record and a Second Round 
appearance in both the Archdiocesan 
and Intersectional Playoffs.

“I thought we grew a lot as a team and 
the team next year is going to be very 
good. They learned a lot from us. I am 
just grateful for everything Stepinac has 
offered me in my sports career,” stated 
the senior Miranda, who will attend 
American International College next 
season with a football scholarship. 

Could the Crusaders have done better 
this season? Yes, of course, especially with 
the superior talent that they possessed. 
But let’s not forget, this is Massaroni’s first 
bite of the apple in varsity basketball as a 
Head Coach and Hyatt just transferred in 
this season.

“It was a learning experience. But the 
biggest thing we did this season was 
that we changed the culture in Stepinac 
basketball,” stated Massaroni. “What my 
staff and I are most proud of is that the 
players bought into what we want to do 
here at Stepinac. We have a young group 
coming back and we are going to try 
and add some pieces and go forward,”  
said Massaroni.

Crusaders junior Jorden Means (left) scored 10 
points against Holy Cross in the Intersectional 
Playoffs but could not stop Knights James 
Horton (right) who netted 21 points, as Holy 
Cross defeated the Stepinac, 77-60. Means was 
selected to the CHSAA Third Team All-League 
this season.

Crusaders swingman Jordan Tucker (left) will 
return next season as will his front-court mate 
Aundre Hyatt. Both players were selected to the 
CHSAA All-League Second Team this season.

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS

By Albert Coqueran
It was a thrill to watch Ra’Shad James 

play basketball during his years at White 
Plains High School, before he graduated 
in 2008. The high flying James was a 
highlight reel all by himself. At any 
moment he would excite crowds in 
the White Plains High School gym, by 
breaking free on fast breaks and leaping 
in a “Michael Jordan” type manner and 
slamming tomahawk dunks. 

James during his senior year playing 
for the Tigers was voted the top dunker in 
Section 1, by the Journal News. In 2007, 
he and teammate Sean Kilpatrick, who 
presently plays for the Brooklyn Nets, led 
White Plains to their last Section 1 AA 
Finals to date.

After graduation from White Plains 
High School, James attended St. Thomas 
Aquinas College, where he was named 
to the All-East Coast Conference Second 
Team, before transferring to Iona College. 

James entered the NBA Draft in 
2013, but was not drafted and became 
an unrestricted free agent. He played 
in NBA Summer League and overseas 
in Korea and Poland. But tried out for 
the Reno Bighorns, in 2013, the NBA 
Developmental League affiliate of the 

Sacramento Kings and made the team. 
James played 46 games in over two 

seasons with the Bighorns, before coming 
full circle and returning home to White 
Plains, to play for the Westchester Knicks, 
at the Westchester County Center. 

On February 23, the Westchester 
Knicks acquired the returning player 
rights to James and a sixth round pick 
in the 2016 NBA D-League Draft from 

the Reno Bighorns in exchange for Gani 
Lawal. “It feels good to be able to play 
for the home team and my fans. Having 
grown up here this is very exciting for 
me,” said James.

James averaged 22.6 points per game, 
3.5 rebounds and 2.5 assists while playing 
for the Bighorns. He immediately started 
out with the local Knicks where he left off 
with Reno, while scoring 14 points against 
the Fort Wayne Mad Ants, in Indiana, on 
February 25, helping Westchester to a 98-
86 win. 

James followed his first game 
performance with the Knicks by scoring 
23 points the very next day against the 
Grand Rapids Drive, in Michigan, as the 
local Knicks won, 116-115.

James surely felt at home on his return 
to the Westchester County Center, on 
Thursday, March 3, as he quickly scored 
on back-to-back baskets when entering 
the game. James finished his Westchester 
Knicks hometown debut with 20 points 
in 17 minutes of play, as the local Knicks 
won, 115-112.

“Ra’Shad has been a great addition; he 
really helped us on the last road trip. He 
brings something different to our team 
with his strong physical athletic ability and 

his versatility,” commented Westchester 
Knicks Head Coach Mike Miller, who has 
his team in second place in the Atlantic 
Division with a 23-17 record.

James reflected back on his days with 
the White Plains Tigers and was quite 
aware his alma mater just missed the 
Section 1 AA Finals this year. “I heard 
about that, it is good that the success is 
still carrying over and our Tigers are 
going strong,” said James.

The former White Plains superstar 
played under Head Coach Spencer 
Mayfield and congratulated his mentor 
on his NYS Basketball Hall of Fame 
Induction this year. “Coach Mayfield 
deserves it; as a player you really did 
not like him as much because he would 
kick our buts on the court; but that really 
helped me develop as a player and a 
person,” acknowledged James.

Presently, Mayfield has two of his 
former players playing professional 
basketball in New York, Kilpatrick with 
the NBA Brooklyn Nets and James with 
the Westchester Knicks. “It is great. It 
such a tremendous source of pride, I am 
so happy for them. They have a strong 
pursuit of a dream and they are relentless 
in their pursuit,” proudly stated Mayfield.

On February 23, White Plains native Ra’Shad 
James, a 2008 graduate of  White Plains High 
School was acquired by the Westchester Knicks, 
the NBA D-League affiliate of  the NY Knicks. 
Previously, James played over two years with the 
Reno Bighorns and averaged 22.6 points per 
game in 46 games
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EX AMINER SPORTS
Backyard Sports Cares Hosts Fourth Annual 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament 

Backyards Sports Cares (BYSC), a 
Westchester-based non-profit (501c3) that 
provides team oriented sports programs 
for underserved and special needs 
children, will host its Fourth Annual 
Three-on-Three Basketball Tournament 
“Fun”draiser on Saturday, April 16 from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Iona Preparatory School 
in New Rochelle.

Now in its fourth year, the 3-on-3 
Basketball Tournament continues to draw 
eager basketball enthusiasts, ranging in age 
and skill level from 15 to 50+, from across 
Westchester County. The event, which 
has generated more than $200,000 over 
the last three years, is responsible for the 
sustainability of key sports and recreation 
programs that help underserved, at-risk 
and special needs kids experience the joy 
and character building benefits of team 
play.

In addition to cheering on their friends 
and family on the court, attendees will 

be entertained by dance moves from 
the Westchester Knicks City Dancers, 
and several NBA celebrities will make 
appearances, taking photos, signing 
autographs and possibly shoot some 
hoops with participants.

“Last year’s Three-
on-Three tournament 
raised over $70,000,” 
said Danny 
Bernstein, Backyard 
Sports Cares founder 
and executive 
director. “These 
funds helped 60 
underserved young 
athletes participate in 
‘Friday Night Tennis,’ 
enabled 30 Mount

Vernon children to 
experience weekend 
summer camp, and 
helped cover travel 
fees for more than 

200 children who otherwise would have 
been unable to participate in a

Travel Soccer program. This year, we 
want to raise the bar even higher.”

Tournament teams will be divided into 

four divisions: Open (most competitive), 
35 years and older (competitive), Adult 
Recreation (18 years and older) and High 
School (grades 9-12). Games will be 
played in a round robin format.

There are a limited number of teams 
in all ability levels. Each $1,800 team 
registration includes three to five players, 
individual jerseys, hats, bags, delicious 
food, beverage and much, much more. 

To register a team for the event, please 
visit: http://byardsportscares.org/event-
registration.html. The registration fee is 
tax deductible. Corporate matches are 
welcome.

Local collaborative program partners 
include: Yonkers WESTHAB, Westchester 
Jewish Community Services (WJCS), 
New Rochelle School District, White 
Plains Youth Bureau, Port Chester School 
District and the Carver Center in Port 
Chester and the United States Tennis 
Association (USTA).

Competition was tough during the 2015 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament

NY Liberty and Dunkin’ Donuts Burn 
Bright at MSG Training Facility 

On Friday, March 4, the New York Liberty teamed with Dunkin’ Donuts to host the Dunkin’ Donuts/ 
NY Liberty Burn Bright Clinic at the Madison Square Garden Training Center, in Tarrytown. The 
Albert Tuitt High School Girl’s Basketball Team from the Bronx was selected from over 600 entries 
as the winner of  a sweepstakes held by the Liberty and Dunkin’ Donuts to reward a worthy girl’s 
basketball team in the Tri-State area. Albert Tuitt was joined by the Allentown Middle School from 
New Jersey to enjoy their sweepstakes prize at the MSG Training Center.  Albert Tuitt won their first 
Division Title this season and was beginning their quest for their first playoff  victory the day after 
the Burn Bright Clinic. Many of  the young ladies on the Albert Tuitt Girl’s Basketball Team come 
from challenging neighborhoods, which makes their accomplishments even more rewarding. After 
arriving at the MSG Training Center on the Liberty Team Bus, they were outfitted in Liberty practice 
gear and joined by Liberty Legends Kym Hampton and Teresa Weatherspoon, who is presently an 
Assistant Coach for the Liberty and Liberty star guard Epiphanny Prince.  Both teams also enjoyed 
a special meal prepared by the NY Liberty’s Chef. 

 PHOTO COURTESY NY LIBERTY

NYSD Basketball Makes History 

Register for White Plains Adult Softball Leagues

For the first time in 52 years, New 
York School for the Deaf ’s Boy’s 
Basketball team, the Tornadoes, 
won the championship at the annual 
Eastern Schools for the Deaf Basketball 
Tournament last week. The last time 
NYSD, known as Fanwood, had won this 
tournament was back in 1964 when they 
bested Pennsylvania School for the Deaf 
for the title. 

At the start of the tournament, senior, 
Agron Deski, stepped onto the court vs. 
Ohio School for the Deaf knowing that 
he had a chance of scoring his 1000th 
career point. Earlier in the season, when 
asked if he was excited to achieve this 
goal, his thoughts were focused only 
on winning the ESDAA tournament. 
“I want to accomplish this dream, but 
scoring 1,000 points is not as important 
to me as winning the championship 
at the ESDAA tourney this February,” 
Deski said. Assistant Coach and 
Fanwood Athletic Director John Diehl, 
noted at the time, “Agron is undoubtedly 
a great leader and team player, but I’m 
still rooting for him to attain the 1,000 
points milestone while also pursuing his 
dream to win the championship.”

After winning over the West Virginia 

School for the Deaf in the semifinal 
on Saturday and before Sunday’s 
championship game against the 
American School for the Deaf from 
Connecticut, the NYSD team received 
inspiring words of encouragement from 
two alumni who were in their shoes 52 
years ago. Harry Storch, captain and 
leader of the 1964 team and Stewart 
Gerlis, the current president of the 
Fanwood Alumni Association. The team 
went to the court fired up by Harry 
Storch’s words: “Ninety percent of this 
game is mental; the rest is physical. Make 
up your minds whether you want to win 
this game and then get out there and do 
it!” 

After falling behind in the first two 
quarters, Fanwood took control of the 
game in the 3rd quarter and held on 
impressively the rest of the way.  NYSD 
fans at the well-attended tournament 
erupted in excitement at the buzzer 
and stormed the court to celebrate the 
historic win. 

This victory comes at an exciting time 
for New York School for the Deaf, as 
they are just about to kick off a yearlong 
series of events celebrating the school’s 
200th anniversary.  

This season, The White Plains 
Recreation and Parks Department will 
once again offer the very popular Softball 
Leagues – Men, Women, and Coed. In 
each, there are different levels and are 
open to residents and non-residents, so 

all are welcome to play.
Weather permitting, the season will 

start at the end of April and games will 
be played through August. The leagues 
will play on weekday evenings at either 
Gillie Park, located at 85 Gedney Way, or 

Delfino Park, located at 110 Lake Street. 
Game schedules will vary with each 
league. Games will start at 6 p.m. Fees will 
be determined by league and residency.

Registration is ongoing at the 
Recreation and Parks office located at 

85 Gedney Way. If you are interested or 
need further information, please visit 
 the office to pick up forms, or contact 
League Supervisor Lauren O’Connor 
at  914-422-1336  or  loconnor@
whiteplainsny.gov.
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