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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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White Plains Kids Begin Thinking About Careers Early

New Multi-Use Development Approved 
for Former Borders Books Site

White Plains Establishes 
Valet Parking Ordinance

Entergy Downplays Leak at Indian 
Point as Cuomo Initiates Probe

By Pat Casey
After many years of vacancy, the 

Westchester Pavilion at 60 South Broadway, 
home of the former Borders Books, 
will be torn down and a new multi-use 
development with several levels of rental 
apartments, retail stores and restaurants 
will be constructed on the corner of South 
Broadway and Maple Avenue. 

The resolution voted on by the White 
Plains Council at their Feb. 1 meeting 
included Site Plan approval for the full 
development and Special Permit approval 
for six outdoor dining locations. 

The proposed redevelopment will 
be approximately 856,499 square feet, 

consisting of 707 multi-family units, 43 
units (three studios, 22 one-bedrooms, 15 
two-bedrooms and three three-bedrooms) 
of which will be affordable at 60 percent 
of Westchester County’s median family 
income, within two 24-story buildings, with 
a maximum height of 280 feet and located 
on top of approximately 93,840 square feet 
of street level accessible commercial use, 
including approximately 77,340 square feet 
of retail and 16,500 square feet of restaurant, 
with 1800 square feet of outdoor dining, 
and a four level below grade parking garage 
with approximately 1,037 parking spaces.

Also part of this project and a first for 

By Pat Casey
Addressing the fast changing nature 

of the White Plains downtown, the city 
council voted during its Feb. 1 meeting 
to pass a comprehensive valet parking 
ordinance to allow businesses, especially 
along Mamaroneck Avenue, to provide 
valet parking service to their customers. 

“There has been an increasing interest 
and desire by a number of downtown 
businesses to provide valet parking 
services to their patrons,” said Mayor 
Tom Roach. I have advocated for valet 
legislation since I was first elected to the 
Common Council, and I am pleased to 
now see it come to fruition.” 

Voicing her preference that a pilot 
program would have helped work 
out any problems that might occur, 
Councilwoman Milagros Lecuona voted 
along with the unanimous vote to pass 
the new ordinance.

By Rick Pezzullo
The owner of the Indian Point nuclear 

power plant downplayed radioactive-water 
that recently leaked into the groundwater 
at the Buchanan facility.

In a statement issued Saturday, Entergy 
maintained that elevated levels of tritium 
in three monitoring wells at Indian Point 
likely reached the ground during recent 
work activities on site “did not affect any 
source or drinking water on site or off site.”

“While elevated tritium in the ground 
on site is not in accordance with our 
standards, there is no health or safety 

consequence to the public, and releases 
are more than a thousand times below 
federal permissible limits,” stated Entergy 
officials, who noted they voluntarily 
notified the federal Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC), state agencies and 
key stakeholders about the elevated level 
of tritium, which was described as “a 
radioactively weak isotope of hydrogen.”

Entergy also stated tritium in the ground 
was a well-studied issue by the New York 
State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC), which previously 
concluded historic leaks of tritium to the 

White Plains’ Ridgeway Elementary School held 
its first annual College and Career Ready Day on 
Jan. 29. The goal was to teach students about the 
academic path to college and inspire them to 
fulfill their aspirations and dreams by helping 
them to better understand the deep connection 
between colleges and careers. To kick off  the 
event, every student took a career interest 
survey. The morning announcements for the 
week were tied to the theme of  college and 
career day in which students read about a 
variety of  exciting careers. Each classroom 
then invited one or two parents who made class 
presentations about particular careers. The 
parents shared their experiences and what 
their career entailed. Class activities included 
a discussion and a writing reflection on the 
topic of  “What I want to be when I grow up” 
accompanied by an illustration. Staff  walked 
around in college alma mater attire to highlight 
the day. The day ended with students illustrating 
a banner that highlighted the year in which they 
would graduate college.

continued on page 2
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ground at Indian Point had no effect on 
public health or safety.

However, Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who 
has opposed the pending 20-year license 
renewal of Indian Point that the NRC 
has been mulling, called the levels of 
radioactivity at three wells “alarming” 
and directed DEC Acting Commissioner 
Basil Seggos and Health Department 
Commissioner Howard Zucker to 
investigate the incident and determine 
the extent of the release.

“Our first concern is for the health 
and safety of the residents close to the 
facility and ensuring the groundwater 
leak does not pose a threat,” Cuomo 
stated. “This latest failure at Indian Point 
is unacceptable. We need to identify 
whether this incident could have been 
avoided by exercising reasonable care. 
We also need to know how a recurrence 
of this episode can be avoided by specific 
steps that Entergy should be taking.”

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer also called 
on the NRC to investigate the leak.

Indian Point generates about 25 
percent of power used annually by 
homes, businesses and public facilities in 
Westchester and New York City.

Entergy Downplays Leak at Indian 
Point as Cuomo Initiates Probe

New Multi-Use Development 
Approved for Former Borders Books 

White Plains Establishes Valet Parking Ordinance
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A proposal in its early stages to amend 
the City Center site plan by its new owners 
Kite Realty Group includes adding valet 
parking drop-off on the Mamaroneck 
side of the development. 

In a brief presentation, representatives 

for Kite said the changes they propose 
for City Center would primarily focus 
on the interior of the mall, opening it up 
with a new design of the fountain area 
off of Main Street for a better pedestrian 
experience.

The design would also include a new 
canopy on Mamaroneck Avenue and 
an opening of the City Center lobby to 
include an escalator for access to the 

upper floors. Some restaurants expressing 
interest in renting space in the now vacant 
Legal Sea Foods and Applebee’s locations 
require valet parking. That valet parking 
design would use one traffic lane and 
require an adjustment to some parking 

along Mamaroneck Avenue.
Councilmembers, pleased 

about the proposed opening 
up of the City Center lobby 
on Mamaroneck Avenue 
also asked that design 
consideration be given to 
signage that would attract 
visitors to the White Plains 
Performing Arts Center on 
the third floor of the facility, in 
addition to providing shelter 
for valet parking customers.

The Valet Parking 
ordinance includes provisions 
to ensure that the use of public 

streets for valet parking services does not 
impede travel, interfere with the rights of 
others, or cause a public nuisance; Valet 
operators are properly insured; and On-
street valet operators are obligated to 
provide the service to the general public, 
regardless of destination.

Mayor Roach indicated that the valet 
operators would most likely lease parking 
spaces in city garages.

Kite Realty Group, the new owner of  White Plains City Center, 
plans to redesign the mall’s plaza to make it more attractive 
to pedestrians.

White Plains is a recreation and parks 
impact fee that will be assessed for the 
707 residential units on a per residential 
unit basis, amounting to a total of $2.23 
million to be paid by the applicant to 
the city in three installments to be used 
exclusively to enhance existing city parks 
and playgrounds or create new ones.

Expressing excitement for the 
development, Councilwoman Nadine 
Hunt-Robinson said she wanted to see 
women and minority-owned businesses 
involved in the project as it was at its “zero 
point” stage of development. To do this 
the Councilwoman proposed developing a 
Community Benefit Plan.

As design progresses, Councilwoman 
Milagros Lecuona said she would like to see 
detailed plans for the windscreens proposed 
to protect pedestrians and customers at 
the outdoor restaurants. Milagros also 
commented that with landscaping being 
provided to make the dining experience at 
the corner of Maple and South Broadway 
more desirable, consideration needed to 
be given to drivers’ ability to see oncoming 
traffic at the busy corner.

Another consideration was the 
developing Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) plan 
with a proposed route over the Tappan Zee 
Bridge to I-287 and into White Plains at 
this same corner that would provide one 
lane for busses – although that plan was 
in the very early stages and not part of the 
current bridge reconstruction.
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Education Funding, Reforms Dominate Local State Budget Hearing
By Arthur Cusano

Education issues was the major 
concern last Friday at a public hearing 
held by Westchester-based state Assembly 
members on Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 2016 
executive budget at the Greenburgh 
Public Library.

Assemblymen David Buchwald 
(D-White Plains), Thomas Abinanti 
(D-Greenburgh), Gary Pretlow (D-Mount 
Vernon) and Steven Otis (D-Rye) heard 
comments from dozens of area residents 
during the three-hour forum, but the 
recurring topics were the changes in 
school funding, testing and teacher 
evaluation that had been implemented in 
recent years.

Lisa Davis, executive director of the 
Westchester-Putnam School Boards 
Association, said the state aid numbers 
in Cuomo’s budget were inadequate. Last 
month Cuomo called for $266 million 
toward foundation aid, the main source 
of funding for general school operations, 
and $189 million to partially restore the 
Gap Elimination Adjustment (GEA).

“The aid that’s included in the executive 
budget significantly underfunds the needs 
of our schools,” Davis said. 

The situation is dire because the 
maximum tax levy increase districts face 
for 2016-17 under the tax cap is 0.12 

percent. Meanwhile, the state has a large 
surplus, she added.

Davis said various state organizations, 
including the Board of Regents, had 
called for twice as much foundation aid 
than what Cuomo proposed. She also 
called for an end to the GEA, which began 
redirecting money from school districts 
in 2010 to help close the state’s deficit. 

Foundation aid was frozen in 2007 
while some districts have seen large jumps 
in enrollment and special needs students. 

“The levy limit should be 2 percent 
or higher based on a five-year rolling 
average CPI, not on a single year, such 
as the pension is done,” Davis said. “And 
there should be (additional) factors for 
enrollment growth, tax certioraris and 
other things.” 

She also questioned proposals to 

increase charter school tuition in New 
York City and plans to make the city pay 
for a charter school’s real estate lease if co-
location at a nearby public school is not 
offered.

Another issue was the Triborough 
Amendment, which requires an expired 
contract remain in effect until another 
deal is reached. 

“We have some districts that have 
contract (negotiations) that 
have not been settled for 
two years,” Davis said. 

Pretlow countered that 
the Triborough Amendment 
was a reaction to the earlier 
Taylor Law, put in place 
to curb union power and 
reduce strikes.

Edward Kliszus, 
superintendent of the Port 
Chester-Rye School District 
where 72 percent of students 
qualify for free or reduced 
lunch and 28 percent require 
English language learning 
services, said the district 
has lost $9.9 million dollars 
the past seven years due to 

the GEA and more than $135 million in 
enrollment-based foundation aid.

Meanwhile, the district’s enrollment 
has grown by more than 700 students 
since 2007 when foundation aid figures 
were frozen, Kliszus said.

The proposed 2016-17 budget includes 
just 45 percent of the enrollment-based 
foundation aid the district is entitled to. 
Port Chester-Rye is one of three high-
needs districts in the state that are funded 
at less than 50 percent by foundation 
aid. Kliszus recommended such districts 
receive at least 50 percent next year.

Kliszus said changing the tax cap 
formula for 2016-17 from Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) to 2 percent would 
also yield his district an additional $1.1 
million.

Abinanti said that the GEA and 

foundation aid must 
be addressed, since 
those issues are 
deeply interrelated.

“If we increase 
state aid to the 
foundation aid and 
not restore the gap 
elimination, all we’re 
doing is funding 
a faulty formula 
with this quirk in 
it, which reduces it 
(funding) in large 
measure to the 
suburban schools,” 
Abinanti said.

The legislators 
also heard from 
Yonkers Federation 
of Teachers 
President Pat Puleo, 
who said the city’s 

school district, the fourth largest in the 
state, was just above Port Chester at the 
bottom of the list of per pupil funding. 
The district is owed about $5.5 million in 
GEA aid and $40 million in foundation 
aid. Like Port Chester, Yonkers’ student 
population had grown significantly in 
recent years.

Puleo said the receivership school 
process was making life difficult 
for teachers, who can be fired by a 

superintendent if their students do poorly 
on the same state tests being criticized 
by the governor and hired back only if 
deemed to be the “most qualified” person 
on the list. Puleo said that label was fairly 
arbitrary and could be used to target older 
teachers or minorities.

“What we’re concerned about is 
that someone is going to be deemed 
unqualified because she happened to be 
there 25 years and she’s making $100,000,” 
Puleo said, “and somebody’s nephew will 
be hired making $60,000. That’s the reason 
we had tenure, why we had seniority.”

Puleo recommended creating 
incentives to teach at so-called failing 
schools, restoration of local control of 
collective bargaining rights and more 
funds for professional development. 

Pretlow said the receivership school 
program was a failed effort aimed at 
destroying the state’s public schools. 
He said the Board of Regents was in the 
middle of a power struggle and that the 
appointments made next year would 
decide whether support for receivership 
programs and charter schools would grow 
or diminish.

Friday’s hearing was temporarily 
interrupted when a car crashed through 
the glass front entrance of the library. 
The driver of the car was unharmed and 
no one else was injured. The crash was 
deemed an accident.

Lisa Davis, executive director of  the Westchester-Putnam School Boards 
Association, was one of  the speakers at Friday’s state budget hearing in 
Greenburgh. 

 Friday’s hearing was temporarily interrupted when a car crashed 
through the glass front entrance of  the library.
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Twenty-one local high school students 
who completed the training to run the 
White Plains Community Youth Court 
graduated last Thursday.  

The new Youth Court Officers 
participated in a mock trial to showcase 
their newly acquired skills and were 
awarded Certificates of Completion for 
the training.

The White Plains Community Youth 
Court was launched in 2013 as an 
alternative to incarceration in order to 
divert first time youth offenders from the 
juvenile justice system.  

The Youth Court is run in consultation 
with the Westchester County 

Department of Probation and the Family 
Courts. Cases are processed in Youth 
Court and a jury of youth peers hands 
down sanctions after a hearing. All 
court positions, judge, jury, attorneys, 
and bailiff, are filled by trained high 
school students. Sanctions range from 
community service to remedial classes 
and letters of apology. 

The graduation ceremony was attended 
by White Plains Mayor Tom Roach and 
City Court Judge Jo Ann Friia and was 
held at the Hon. Charles L. Brieant United 
States Courthouse Southern District  
of New York on  Quarropas Street in 
White Plains.

Local High Students Step Up to 
Run the White Plains Youth Court

Turning 96, LWVWP Sets Sights on 
Voter Turnout, Diversified Electorate

From One Piece to Large Household Residential and Commercial
 Reliable packing techniques

State-of-the- art moving trucks and trailers
because at Afforable we move for you.

Time and time again, people everywhere 
choose us.

120 Fulton Street
White Plains, NY 10606

Dot T11979
US DOT 1049459

Call now for a 
Guaranteed 
price quote!

(914) 769-1159

NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR WEEK-
END & HOLIDAYS, SHORT NOTICE 

MOVES WELCOME. 
LOWEST 
HOURLY 
RATES!

1-MONTH STORAGE  
WITH ANY INTERSTATE MOVE TO FLORIDA, ALL POINTS IN BETWEEN

FREE

George 
“Cupid” 
Ondek   

Wishing all my viewers 
and Examiner readers a

Happy  
Valentine’s 

Day!

*SPECIAL 
BULLETIN*

Watch the “George Ondek 
Show” on Youtube. The latest 

edition features the crowning of 
the Miss Italia Westchester  

winners. Also, the Grand Open-
ing of “Be First Boxing”  

in Peekskill...It’s a knockout!   
The show can also be seen on  

Cablevision, Thursdays  
8:30 pm, & Sundays 11:30 am 

& 7:30 pm  
throughout Westchester  

& parts of Putnam.
 Sponsored this month by the Meucci Italian Lodge of White Plains
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Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for the Holidays at Somers Custom Framing
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Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL

New White Plains Youth Court Officers display Certificates of  Completion. 

By Madeline Zevon
“As we get ready to celebrate our 96th 

anniversary, our wish this year is a special 
one: Let’s get record-breaking numbers of 
people out to vote, more than we’ve seen 
in a long, long time,” said Janice Abbott, 
President of the League of Women Voters 
of White Plains (LWVWP). “February 
14th – Valentine’s Day – has always been an 
extra sweet day for the League of Women 
Voters because it is our anniversary!”

“2016 is a critically important election 
year, and voters are engaging in ways we’ve 
never seen before, so let’s break the record 
together. There is a great deal of work to 
be done but if we join together we can 
make that wish a reality,” Abbott added. 
“We believe the League and our country 
are up to the task. Just as our founders 
did nearly 100 years ago, the League will 
be harnessing the power of women in 
communities all across the country and 
will do whatever it takes in White Plains 
to ensure we have more voters, and the 
most representative group of voters, 
participating in the process.”

Over the next few weeks, voters across 
the nation will be taking control and 
selecting their preferred presidential 
candidate. The LWVWP will celebrate its 

anniversary by helping voters get ready to 
weigh in on New York’s important primary.

The League of Women Voters works to 
increase voter participation by holding 
candidates’ forums, distributing voter 
guides and using VOTE411.org as the 
go-to election information resource. Each 
year on National Voter Registration Day, 
LWVWP runs voter drives in various 
locations around White Plains. Vote18 
is the League’s youth program whereby 
representatives go into all five White Plains 
High Schools to educate students using 
a scripted role-play of the hard fought 
history to achieve universal voting in the 
United States. The League then registers 
seniors in their classrooms. 

All these activities are done by League 
volunteers. 

“We urge you to join with us as we mark 
the League’s 96th anniversary and see our 
100th quickly approaching, concluded 
Abbott. “League members throughout

White Plains are keeping their feet 
firmly planted on the ground to ensure 
election 2016 sees the greatest, most 
diverse participation possible. We’ll do this 
by tapping the power of women so that 
we have a better White Plains and a more 
perfect democracy.”
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

“Robust Italian cuisine served  
out of a charming vintage diner!”
-Morris Gut, White Plains Examiner

“One of the highest rated restaurants 
in Westchester!”
Zagat Restaurant Survey 

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com 
301 HALSTEAD AVE., HARRISON
(across from Metro-North)

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Regional Italian Cuisine

Now open 7 days for lunch & dinner
Saturday & Sunday from noon to 10 pm.

Chef/Proprietor Dean Vivolo
HEART Y NEW WINTER SPECIALTIES!

Last year, nearly 160,000 Girl Scouts 
experienced a revolutionary update to the 
iconic Girl Scout Cookie Program: the 
Digital Cookie platform. With Girl Scouts’ 
first-ever national digital platform, Digital 
Cookie 1.0 gave girls the opportunity to 
sell cookies via website or mobile app. 
Bringing twenty-first-century technology 
to the classic piece of Americana that 
is the Girl Scout Cookie Program, this 
initiative was a first step in preparing girls 
to be leaders in the high-tech, fast-paced, 
e-commerce world of today.

This is Girl Scouts Heart of the Hudson’s 
second year participating in Digital 
Cookie, and as the 2015–2016 Girl Scout 
Cookie season gets underway, local girls are 
excited to participate in Digital Cookie 2.0, 
which will provide a more robust, hands-
on, and entertaining learning experience, 
including an enhanced cookie website 
with fun quizzes, games, videos, and other 
activities that offer girls opportunities to 
learn budgeting and resource allocation 
using a “spend, save, and give” model. 
They will also be able to do week-to-week 
analysis of their sales.

Digital Cookie 2.0’s game-changing 
addition of a mobile sales app will expand 
girls’ ability to take their sale on the go. 

Using handheld devices like phones or 
tablets, girls will approach customers, take 
orders, and complete sales using digital 
order forms that allow for direct shipping 
to customers.

Designed with input from girls, these 
fun new enhancements use the “science 
of play” to expand girls’ understanding of 
the business cycle. Girls will be introduced 
to important new skills about running an 
e-commerce business, including digital 
marketing, online money management, 

revenue projection, 
and digital customer 
acquisition and 
management, all in a safe, 
hands-on environment. 
A fun new arcade game 
called Cookie Booth 
Bounce will help girls 
hone decision-making 
and budgeting skills, and 
the new “Learning to Run 
a Business” section of 
the website will include 
step-by-step guides and 
insights.

Girls will also be able 
to earn all age-appropriate 
Cookie Business badges 
through the platform, 

while exploring ways to help others by 
investing their earnings back into their 
communities and practicing Internet 
safety. 

“Digital Cookie has forever changed 
the Girl Scout Cookie–selling experience, 
bringing a legendary cookie program into 
the twenty-first-century and providing 
girls with a fun, engaging new way to 
learn the skills that will drive the future 
economy,” said Pamela I. Anderson, CEO 

of Girl Scouts Heart of the Hudson. “Now, 
with the ability to use the Digital Cookie 
platform on mobile devices, our girls will 
be able to reach more customers, make 
more sales, and learn more skills than ever 
before, all while learning vital twenty-
first-century lessons in e-commerce they 
simply couldn’t learn anywhere else.”

Results show girls who diversified their 
sales methods by combining the Digital 
Cookie platform with traditional sales 
methods were more likely to increase their 
year-over-year sales. Last year, over 23,000 
boxes of cookies were sold online by girl’s 
in the Heart of the Hudson council.

As with the traditional cookie program, 
the net revenue earned from the cookie 
sale will remain with the Girl Scout council 
sponsoring the sale. Girls decide how 
to spend their troop cookie money and 
reinvest it back into their neighborhoods 
through community service projects 
and learning experiences, like travel 
opportunities. 

Girls from Girl Scouts Heart of the 
Hudson began using the platform at 
the start of its cookie-selling season on 
February 5.  For information about Girl 
Scouts Heart of the Hudson’s  2015–2016 
cookie season, visit www.girlscoutshh.org

Girl Scouts Heart of the Hudson Set to Unveil Digital Cookie 2.0 

This is Girl Scouts Heart of  the Hudson’s second year participating in 
Digital Cookie sales.
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2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Valentine’s Day Gift Ideas!
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Westchester County District Attorney
Attempted Murder. Sidney Brown 

(DOB 10/3/63) of Mount Vernon was 
sentenced to 19 years in state prison after 
pleading guilty to the strangulation and 
attempted murder of Deborah Henry. On 
April 8, 2015 at approximately 6:30 p.m. 

in the parking lot of the Irvington Metro-
North Rail Road station, Brown accosted 
Henry and stabbed her repeatedly in the 
neck, torso, back, and thigh. The attack 
was witnessed by numerous bystanders 
and the Irvington Fire Chief who 

intervened. The defendant and victim 
had been domestic partners and have 
three children in common. Both victim 
and defendant were admitted to local 
hospitals. On April 10 the defendant was 
discharged from Westchester Medical 
Center and arraigned in Irvington Village 
Court.

Greenburgh Police Department
Petit Larceny. On the afternoon of Jan. 

31, the victim reports that she parked 
her rental car in the upper lot of 210 N. 
Central Ave. to take her kids sleigh riding. 
She reports she left her purse with her 
pink Kate Spade wallet in the vehicle on 
the passenger front seat, locked the doors 
and left. When the victim returned about 
one hour later she noticed the passenger 
window was smashed and broken. She 
checked her purse and the only thing 
missing was her wallet. The area was 
canvassed with negative results.

Petit Larceny.  On the afternoon of 
Jan. 30, three young girls entered DSW 
and attempted to steal a Nine West Purse 
valued at $19.95 by concealing it under a 
jacket. The store manager said the purse 
was recovered in the store and that all 
three girls left on foot. Police officers 

observed three girls who matched the 
clothing description and questioned 
them. They admitted to being in DSW 
and stated that they left the purse on the 
floor near a shoe rack. DSW declined to 
file charges and the girls were transported 
to their homes in an unmarked vehicle, 
where their parents were informed of the 
incident.

Leaving Scene of Accident. On Jan. 30, 
police responded to a call for service of 
a “hit and run” of a parked, unoccupied 
vehicle on private property. The victim 
informed police that he had parked his car 
in front of Bird Jungle at about 4:30 p.m. 
and when he returned to his car at 6:15 
p.m. there was a note on his windshield. 
The note stated that his car was hit and the 
vehicle had left the scene. A license plate 
was recorded and a witness phone number 
was given. The witness was contacted and 
reported that while on the sidewalk, she 
heard a crunching sound, looked over and 
saw that a white SUV had struck the above 
listed vehicle and had obviously caused 
damage. The witness said she looked 
right at the driver and could not believe 
it when he then backed up and drove out 
of the parking lot. A full description of the 
driver and the vehicle, along with the plate 

number were taken but a check of the 
corresponding name had negative results. 
Police are checking other stores for video 
surveillance footage.

Grand Larceny. On Jan. 29, the 
complainant reported a larceny attempt. 
She received a call from an unknown 
male on her cellphone from telephone 
number 740-348-9795 notifying her that 
her husband was involved in an accident 
with his nephew and they were currently 
at the hospital. The male further stated 
that the nephew was injured and needed 
$1,700 or he would kill her husband. The 
complainant reported she lost connection 
with the caller and shortly after she 
received a call from the same unknown 
male on telephone number 516-641-
5844. At that point, she hung-up with 
the caller and called her husband. When 
she confirmed he was OK and was not 
involved in an accident she contacted 
police. 

SMALL NEWS  
IS BIG NEWS

“Offering you one-of-a kind service”
Now in two locations

For over 70 years, Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation 
Services has helped families say farewell to loved ones 
in a special way. They have used our funeral home 

because of our reputation for highly personalized 
services delivered with unprecedented attention to 

detail and the utmost respect.  

In order to better serve the families in our area 
and offer greater convenience, we have added 
an additional facility. With the acquisition of the 
former McElroy-Flynn Funeral Home, families  
can be assured they will receive the same 
caring, personal service they have come to 
expect from Ballard-Durand in White Plains  
and now in Elmsford.

We encourage you to call us if you have any 
questions, or stop by for a personal tour.

©2012 MKJ Marketing

2 Maple Avenue  •  White Plains, NY  •  914-949-0566
72 East Main Street  •  Elmsford, NY  •  914-592-6300 

www.BallardDurand.com
Find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/BallardDurand

Mat thew J .  F ior i l lo ,  Owner /Funera l  D i rec tor

Once again Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services is proud to be one of 
the nearly 1000 Veterans & Family Memorial Care providers across America that 
is participating in this year’s annual VFMC Stockings for Soldiers initiative. Last 

years program was a huge success. From now thru December 2nd please stop in 
to either funeral home location to pick-up a Free Stocking to take home, decorate 
and stuff with holiday cheer. You will receive a list of recommended items along 

with the free stocking. Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services will ship the 
stockings at their expense, to troops abroad in time for the holidays. “Sending 

our heroes some good tidings and holiday cheer is a great way for us to show our 
support and appreciation for the sacrifi ces they make to keep our country safe 
and secure”said Matthew Fiorillo, owner of Ballard-Durand Funeral & Crema-

tion Services. In addition Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services is also an 
offi cial drop off center for Cell Phones for Soldiers. Please bring in your old cell 

phones to help our troops call home this holiday season. The old cell phones are 
recycled and turned into free calling cards for our heroes. To date VFMC Providers 
nationwide have collected enough old cell phones to provide our troops overseas 
with nearly 4 Million free calling minutes. You may stop by either of our locations 

now thru December 1st on Monday thru Friday between the hours of 9am and 
2pm to pick-up your Free stocking or drop off an old cell phone. 

Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services, 
One-of-a-kind service now in two locations: 

STOCKINGS FOR SOLDIERS
Send our troops a little taste of home for the holidays. 

Advertorial

Question: I’m overwhelmed with 
details after my husband died.  How 
many death certificates will I need to 
settle his affairs? 

 
Answer:
It depends on what assets the de-
ceased owned. One original death 
certificate will be needed for each 
separate real property asset. (For ex-
ample, if the deceased person owned 
a personal residence, a rental house, 
an apartment building, a commercial 
property and an undeveloped lot, 
a total of 5 original certified death 
certificates will be needed for those 
properties.) One original certified 
death certificate will be needed for 
each life insurance policy or annu-
ity and possibly one for each pen-
sion or retirement account. Banks, 

brokerage firms, credit card compa-
nies, and other financial institutions 
sometimes accept photocopies of the 
death certificate and sometimes they 
want an original. As of Jan. 1, 2016, 
Certified Death Certificates cost 
$10.00 per copy in New York State 
and $15.00 per copy if the death oc-
curred within the five boroughs.   It 
is not possible to get a refund for the 
ones  you don’t use, so you probably 
don’t want to order more than the 
minimum you think you will need.

Some advisors tell you to get 10 or 
20 original death certificates, but for 
most people this usually is way more 
than what will be needed in most 
cases. You can always get more if you 
need them by contacting the Town 
Clerk in the municipality of where 
the death occurred. 

The following is the second in a series of  
columns from Matthew Fiorillo, of  
Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation 
Services. The columns deal with issues 
families must deal with prior to and after 
a loved one passes away.
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Arthur Stagg
Arthur “Mickey” Zachary Stagg, age 

80, died at his home in White Plains on 
Feb. 2. He is survived by his loving wife 
of almost 20 years, Kathy Stagg, of White 
Plains, whom he married on August 
17, 1996, and by his four sons: Kevin 
(Patricia) of Martinsville, NJ; Thomas 
(Teresa) of Armonk; Scott (Jennifer) of 
West Harrison; and Mark (Theresa) of 
White Plains. Mickey is also survived by 
14 grandchildren: Jessica, Chelsea, Sarah, 
Ryan, Matthew, Tyler, Jaclyn, Rachel, 
Justin, Nicholas, Amanda, Christyna, 
Ashley and Madison.

Mickey was born on July 19, 1935 to 
Genevieve (Nevins) Stagg and Zachary 
Taylor Stagg III. He was raised in White 
Plains and graduated from White Plains 
High School. On September 15, 1957, he 
married Marilyn Ann (Bagnato) Stagg, 
who, after 35 years of marriage, died in 
September 1992. He and Marilyn raised 
their sons on Prospect Street in White 
Plains. He actively participated in his sons’ 
sports’ programs and youth activities as 
a Little League Coach, Boy Scout and 
Indian Guide Leader.

Mickey thoroughly loved the outdoors 
and was a natural woodsman. He enjoyed 
hiking in the woods of Silver Lake with 
Corty, his faithful dog. He was a talented 

fly fisherman and became an active 
member of Trout Unlimited, which 
afforded him the opportunity to stock 
local rivers and lakes and teach others 
the joy of fly-fishing. Mickey later took 
up golf and especially enjoyed playing 
with his wife, Kathy, and his sons and 
grandchildren, often at Westchester Hills 
Golf Club in White Plains. 

Mickey was a voracious reader and, 
later in life, developed through Gilda’s 
Club of Westchester a penchant for 
poetry, which allowed him to share his 
life’s journey with family and friends. 
He was also an avid student of history, 
especially early American history. He 
had great respect for early American 
Indian culture and was interested in how 

they interacted with American settlers, 
including his own Stagg ancestors, who 
first arrived in America in the mid-1600s. 
He was especially proud that his forebears 
fought for our country’s independence in 
the American Revolution and also fought 
in the Civil War.

Mickey was a Golden Gloves’ boxer 
in high school, fighting out of Gleason’s 
Gym. He also worked a full-time shift at 
a White Plains plating factory while in 
high school, and following graduation 
he joined IBEW Local 501 and became 
a Master Electrician in 1962. He later 
started his own Electrical Contracting 
Company, Stagg Electrical, in 1977, 
which he ran for almost 20 years. In the 
mid-1980s, Mickey became involved 
with sheltering the homeless through 
his parish, St. Bernard’s, in collaboration 
with other neighboring churches. After 
volunteering for years to spend a weekly 
overnight with those being sheltered, a 
permanent men’s shelter, Open Arms, was 
established and Mickey continued to work 
part-time every Saturday night for 15 
years. He coordinated with the volunteers 
of the churches that housed the residents, 
setting up cots for the men, driving them 
to the churches, and offering counseling 
and encouragement.

While managing his own electrical 
business, Mickey trained to become a 
Credentialed Alcoholism and Substance 
Abuse Counselor. In 1996, after retiring 
from the electrical business, Mickey 
spent eight years at the Jewish Board of 
Children & Family Services and then at 
Volunteers of America as a Case Manager 
and Substance Abuse Counselor for HIV/
AIDS clients. He provided psychosocial 
treatment planning and crisis intervention, 
and continued his education in such areas 
as hypnotherapy, group therapy and 
assessment, and domestic violence.

In 2003, Mickey joined Grace Church 
Community Center, Open Arms Men’s 
Shelter, as Facilities Manager, combining 
his skills and experience as CASAC and 
Master Electrician, and where he worked 
until December 2013.

Mickey has always been very involved 

in the community, politically as a 
Democratic District Leader, and socially 
by participating in projects such as 
AmeriCares and The Friendly Gathering. 
He committed his life to giving to others 
and for making a positive difference in 
the lives of the residents of White Plains 
and Westchester County, which was 
recognized by the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators, the New York State 
Senate and the City of White Plains 
on April 16, 2015 by proclaiming that 
day “Mickey Stagg Day” in Westchester 
County. He was also awarded a Certificate 
of Achievement by U.S. Congresswoman 
Nita Lowey for outstanding contributions 
to the community, a Certificate of 
Recognition by the Mayor of Yonkers, 
and congratulated by U.S. Senator 
Kirsten Gillabrand for his philanthropic 
community accomplishments.

Donations can be made in Mickey’s 
memory to Lifting Up Westchester (Grace 
Church Community Center) at http://
www.lifting up westchester.org/.

Obituaries
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Feiner Suggests Developer Build Athletic Fields at Bioscience/Tech Complex
There is a great need in Westchester 

County for more athletic fields. All 
the fields in the county are used by 
interscholastic, recreation and physical 
education programs. There is little 
downtime and many sports teams are 
begging for the opportunity to practice/
play on fields.  In many communities 
fields are used during the day, nighttime 
and weekends. Football, soccer, field 
hockey, baseball, softball, lacrosse teams 
use the fields during the fall and spring 

seasons. Let’s provide student athletes with 
more fields and practice time – train them 
so one day some can excel and become 
professional athletes.

Earlier this year the County Executive 
announced  a $1.2 billion private 
investment  to build a bioscience and 
technology complex on a vacant site 
owned by the county in Valhalla adjacent 
to the Westchester Medical Center and 
New York Medical College.  I believe that 
since the land is owned by the county and 

since the county desires to make this a 
public/private venture that some of the 43 
acres that will be preserved as open space 
should be developed as athletic fields – for 
use by students and sports teams based in 
Westchester County. The developer should 
be required to pay for the costs of the 
construction of the fields and a field house. 

The development comprises three 
major, multi-phase components: West 
Research Village, Central Village and East 
Research Village. Fully built out, the new 

center would include 2,252,600 square feet 
of biotech/research space; 400,000 square 
feet of medical offices; a 100,000-square-
foot hotel with 100 rooms; 114,000 square 
feet of ground-level retail space, and a 
34,000-square-foot Children's Living 
Science Center.

If the Board of Legislators and Mount 
Pleasant approve this initiative new athletic 
fields would be a great enhancement.

–Paul Feiner, 
Greenburgh Town Supervisor
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‘Zombie Homes’ and Their Effect on Owners and Communities
Last month, residents of Mount 

Vernon breathed a sigh of relief as a long-
abandoned house in their city was finally 
torn down. The building had stood empty 
for four years, and was then damaged by 
fire two years ago. 

Finally, the high winds and snow 
accumulation from the recent winter storm 
caused the structure to begin to tilt. The 
city got ahead of the problem and razed the 
building before it could collapse and hurt 
someone.

Abandoned houses of all types cause 
many problems, and making sure that 
empty structures are being maintained 
properly is important to the safety and 
property values of the surrounding 
community. The house in Mount Vernon 
was an example of a “zombie home,” a 
subcategory of abandoned houses with a 
unique set of problems all their own.

Zombie homes, despite their 
supernatural-sounding name, are formed 
when a bank declares its intent to foreclose 
on a property, but then does not actually 
go through with the foreclosure. In some 
cases, this has occurred because the banks 
were overwhelmed with foreclosures, and 
some slipped though the administrative 
cracks. At other times, the foreclosure 
process may be moving along on schedule, 
but the process can still take years. In either 
case, the house sits unoccupied, with an 
unkempt lawn and snow on the sidewalks. 

Before long, a visibly abandoned house 

will drag down property 
values on its street. Thieves 
may be attracted to the 
copper pipes or appliances 
and squatters may move in. 
As was the case in Mount 
Vernon, the structure can 
deteriorate to the point 
where it becomes dangerous. 
The town or county may step 
in to maintain or tear down 
the building, but unless the 
owner can be found, the 
costs will be borne by local 
taxpayers.

If the owners are accounted 
for, zombie homes will have a 
terrible impact on their lives. 
These owners are booted 
from their homes with 
the announcement of the 
foreclosure, but they are still responsible for 
the taxes and upkeep costs of the property. 
In many cases the owners go on for months 
or years with no idea that they are still in 
possession of the house and responsible for 
its care. They receive a rude shock when the 
bill arrives, sometimes with fees for code 
violations or the cost of tearing down the 
house added to the accumulated expenses.

Sometimes owners have resorted to 
returning to their old homes to mow the 
grass and make repairs to avoid additional 
penalties, even though they can’t move 
back in. Sometimes they are barred from 

finding a seller for the home on 
their own.

In a recent report by the 
Independent Democratic 
Conference (IDC) and Mount 
Vernon Mayor Richard Thomas 
entitled “The Next Great 
American Bank Robbery,” there 
are 107 known zombie homes 
in Westchester County. Citing 
a study which determined that 
every abandoned property 
brings down the value of the 
homes around it by 1.3 percent, 
the report concluded that all the 
zombie homes in Westchester 
caused a loss of $10.8 million 
in property value. (This doesn’t 
include the loss in property 
value from standard foreclosures 
in Westchester, which was 

calculated at another $9.2 million.)
In response, the IDC and Thomas are 

proposing a bill that would require banks 
to maintain the properties they own as 
soon as it is learned that the property is 
abandoned or vacant. Speeding up the 
foreclosure process would also relieve 
some of the burden on communities and 
foreclosed owners.

In the meantime, let’s give a tip of the 
hat to communities that are trying to keep 
the problem of zombie homes from getting 
worse, whether it involves large actions 
such as tearing down properties, or smaller 

steps like trimming the grass and picking 
up trash. 

I had the honor of helping save a 
historic home in my hometown that had 
every appearance of becoming a zombie 
home, although technically it was not. The 
home in question, the Adams-Bernstein 
House, was bequeathed to the Town of 
Yorktown with the expressed intention 
that it be utilized as a museum, but for 
various reasons over a 20-year period that 
plan never materialized. The home fell 
into disrepair, was vandalized and even 
experienced a fire which damaged part of 
the building.  

Eventually, the town put the property 
up for sale and I won the listing. I was 
fortunate to find a buyer for the house who 
promised to restore it and put it to good 
use as affordable housing. That buyer was 
Mark Franzoso of Franzoso Contracting. 
In exchange for that service, the town 
agreed to allow Franzoso to eventually 
subdivide the property and build another 
home at market rate. If only every real 
estate “zombie” story could have such a 
positive ending.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. 
(www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site 
is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and his 
blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage 
t4he services of The Home Guru to market 
your home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

December 30, 2014 - January 5, 2015 The Examiner14

Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.

Advertorial

FAMILY FUN AT THE COUNTY CENTER 
The Royal Hanneford Circus, a 

traditional 3 Ring Circus, returns 
to the Westchester County Cent-
er for 9 Shows during President’s 
Day Weekend. The Royal Hanne-
ford Circus has been entertaining 
generations of area families for 41 
years! And, the tradition contin-
ues as the Hanneford Grandchil-
dren perform for the first time at 
the County Center.

 The Royal Hanneford Cir-
cus will be filled with Color-

ful Costumes and Daredevil 
performances plus the Circus 
animals you love including ele-
phants, tigers, camels and Cousin 
Grumpy’s Pork Chop Revue all in 
the Center Ring.

 High above the Center ring you 
will see dramatic Aerial Artistry 
and High Flyers perform. New 
this year, the out of this world 
“Space Rocket” soars high above 
the crowd!  Returning are Old 

favorites like the Magical Quick 
Change and Everyone’s favorite 
Grandma, Grandma The Clown.

 The Royal Hanneford Circus 
is over two hours of family enter-
tainment close to home and has 
been providing a welcome and 
entertaining respite from the cold 
weather for 41 consecutive years.

 The Royal Hanenford Circus 
will perform at The Westchester 
Count Center February 13- 14- 

15. Three Shows daily at 10AM, 
2PM and 6PM. Ticket prices are 
$25 for regular reserved seats and 
$32 for premium seats. Tickets 
are on sale at the Westchester 
County Center Box Office, ticket-
master or ticketmaster.com. For 
details contact, The Westchester 
County Center (914) 995-4050 or 
visit countycenter.biz.
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Italian Flavors to Swoon 
Over

Genial hosts Ernesto 
Capalbo and Charlie 
Gambino of Ernesto’s 
Ristorante, 130 W. Post 
Road, White Plains 
(914-421-1414), have 
given the restaurant a 
fresh contemporized 

look. The sparkling bar area offers 
happy hours Tuesday through Friday, 3 
to 7 p.m. with reasonably priced beers, 
wines and $5 martinis. There is Kitchen 
Counter lunch for $10.95 served Tuesday 
through Friday from noon to 3 p.m., and 
3-course Early Bird dinners are served 3 
to 6 p.m. Tuesday through Friday priced 
at a reasonable $17.95. There will be 
additional Valentine’s Day specialties. The 
regular Italian-American menu is always 
available as are private party facilities for 
up to 75 guests. Let the veteran floor staff 
led by Elio, Geovan and Juan see to your 
needs. 
A Rhythmic Latin Valentine’s Day 

Host-owner J R Morales and his team 
brought Sofrito, 175 Main Street, White 
Plains (914-428-4740), up from Manhattan 
in 2011 and the place has become a 
must-stop on the Latin-themed dining 
and nightlife crawl. A special 3-course 
Prix Fixe Menu will be served during 
Valentine’s Day. First course may include 
choice of: Seafood Sancocho, Valentine 
Salad, Lobster & Corn Quesadilla, Grilled 
Rib Eye Taquitos, or Wild Mushroom 
& Spanish Manchego Potato Cheese 
Croquette. Second course offers a choice 
of: Spaghetti with shrimp or chicken, 
Broiled Lobster Tail, Cornish Hen a la 
Plancha, Grilled Filet Mignon with red 
wine cumin sauce, or Crispy Malanga 
Crusted Filet of Basa Fish. And for the 
third course there is a dessert sampler 
for two. The house would be delighted 

to personalize your set up by advanced 
reservation. Check out the hot specialty 
cocktails at the bar and Latin Sushi, too! 
Open 7 days a week for lunch, dinner and 
Sunday brunch. Dancing 
and live entertainment 
schedule. Municipal 
and valet parking. www.
sofritowhiteplains.com
Fountains Flowers and 
Grappa

Mulino’s of Westchester, 
99 Court Street, White 
Plains (914-761-1818) has been lavishing 
itself on a discriminating upscale crowd 
since 1993 at its present location under 
the careful guidance of proprietor Louis 
Gigante. A lovely multi-level dining room 
lush with flowers and outdoor fountain 
which can be seen through a giant 
window. Let seasoned general manager 
‘Gimmy’ Cavagna and has staff take 
you through such decadent pleasures as 
the extraordinary Cold Seafood Platter, 

loaded with fresh chilled lobster, colossal 
U5 shrimp, Alaskan King Crab Legs, 
sweet lump crabmeat, east and west coast 
oysters, littleneck clams, Jonah crab claws, 

all beautifully decorated 
and served over crushed 
ice with 3 dipping sauces; 
Risotto ai Porcini; Linguine 
Nere con Coda d’Aragosta 
Marechiaro, black linguine 
with baby lobster tails; 
Garganelli alla Carbonara, 
tossed with pancetta, eggs 

and parmigiano reggiano; Nodino di 
Vitello Valdostana, stuffed double cut 
veal chop; Dover Sole pan-sautéed and 
de-boned; and the smooth house made 
Italian cheesecake. Bar/lounge. Municipal 
and valet parking. www.mulinosny.com
A Rose for the Lady

Owner Mohammed Alam of Mughal 
Palace, 16 Broadway, Valhalla (914-997-
6090) will be offering long stem roses to 
all ladies attending Valentine’s Day brunch 

and dinner. The all you can eat Indian 
brunch will be served from 11:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m., more than a dozen selections from 
salad, main courses to desserts with all 
the trimmings. Cost is $15.95 per person. 
Dinner will be a la carte and begin at 5 
p.m. Mughal Palace continues to be one of 
the finest spots to enjoy the exotic sights, 
sounds, scents and flavors of regional 
India. Open 7 days. www.mughalpalace.
com  
Heart Shaped Pizza

How about sharing a heart shaped pizza 
with your loved one. John DeGrazio and 
Ray Krasniqi of Gennaro’s Pizza, 759 
Central Park Ave., Scarsdale (914-472-
6329) will prepare a heart shaped pie with 
all your favorite toppings by advanced 
order. Gennaro’s has been operating since 
1972 and was founded by Gennaro Calvi, 
father of CBS News commentator Mary 
Calvi, who began her broadcast career on 
Westchester’s News 12. The white retro 
menu board hanging over the old Baker’s 
Pride pizza oven tells the story. Good 
pizzas, pastas, heros and parmigiana. 
Open 7 days. Seating for up to 40. Take 
out. Gennaro’s Pizza & Pasta.com 

Pizza Cucina, 102 W. Post Road, White 
Plains (914-752-4611) will also prepare a 
heart shaped pizza pie for you with any 
toppings you like. According to proprietor 
Ernesto Capalbo, who also owns Ernesto’s 
Restaurant down the street, just call in 
the order in advance and they will have it 
ready for you. There is seating for up to 
35 and free parking. Open 7 days. Take-
out and local delivery service. www.
pizzacucinamenu.com 

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing 
consultant and former restaurant trade 
magazine editor. He has been tracking and 
writing about the food & dining scene in 
greater Westchester for 30 years. He may 
be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net. 

 By Morris Gut
Menu 

Movers & 
Shakers

Gennaro’s Pizza, Scarsdale, will prepare a heart-shaped pizza.

Romance Over Food & Wine on Valentine’s Day, Part 2

Return the Love Your Dog Gives You with a Valentine Treat
By Deb Bennetts

There’s nothing quite like the love of 
a dog: their tail-wagging enthusiasm 
and unconditional affection make their 
human companions feel special. So, many 
White Plains dog lovers want to celebrate 
that special bond on Valentine’s Day with 
a gift for their canine best friend. 

“While your dog may not know that it’s 
Valentine’s Day, she’ll be happy that you’re 
giving her extra love and attention,” says 
Renee Coughlin of Canine Company. 

Coughlin offers four ideas sure to please 
any furry valentine: 

1.  Buy him some “doggy candy.” A 
box of chocolates is romantic, but not 
a good choice for dogs. Instead, pick up 
some frosted doggy cookies at the local 
pet store, or create a homemade treat 
by spreading peanut butter and banana 
between a couple of dog biscuits. Pop it in 
the freezer for an hour before serving. 

2. Treat her to a spa day. 
Who doesn’t enjoy a little 
pampering? After a massaging 
shampoo, moisturizing 
treatment and pedicure, 
she’ll be healthy and happy. 
Canine Company’s Mobile 
Pet Spa has a special package 
for Valentine’s Day – with 
strawberry shampoo and a 
special heart bandana – so 
she’ll be extra nice to cuddle 
with. 

3.  Offer a new toy.  Dogs 
will have hours of fun 
investigating a new plush 
toy with squeakers, especially 
if it looks like that squirrel 
they like to chase in the 
yard.  For high-energy dogs,  
a toss-and-retrieve toy is a 
great choice.   

4.  Gift her with some bling.  A pretty 
new collar doesn’t need to be diamond-
encrusted to make a dog happy!  Choose 
one that suits her personality. Or opt for 
a set of matching “best friend” charms 
– one for pup’s collar and one for mom’s 
bracelet.

“No matter which gift you choose, 
doing something special for your dog will 
strengthen your bond, and make you both 
happier,” said Coughlin.  For more ideas 
on bonding with your dog, visit Canine 
Company’s “Speak, Good” blog.

Canine Company helps pet parents 
across Westchester County keep their 
pets healthy, safe and happy at home with 
products and services that include the 
Invisible Fence brand pet containment 
systems, Manners at-home obedience 
training, mobile dog grooming and 
pet sitting services in select areas. For 
information, call 800-818-DOGS (3647).

Doing something special for your dog will help strengthen your 
bond.
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By Jerry Eimbinder 
To celebrate Valentine’s Day this 

Sunday, Esposito’s Ristorante & Pizzeria 
in White Plains will serve a four-course, 
prix-fixe holiday meal from 12 to 10 
p.m. for $30.95 per person, plus tax and 
gratuity. An identically priced offer also 
applies at its older sister restaurant of the 
same name in Valhalla.  

“In addition to being fed, customers 
will receive a mystery gift to take home,” 
said Domenica Esposito, the co-owner 
with husband Domenick. (The gift will 
not be food.)

The ground-level and second-floor 
dining rooms will be lit only by candles 
on Valentine’s Day. An elevator brings 
customers to the second floor.

The starter choices are a shrimp 
cocktail or a salad followed by a pasta – 
either lobster ravioli or rigatoni caprese. 
The entrées include chicken campania 
in a brandy wine sauce, veal sorrentina 
(veal topped with eggplant), salmon alla 
fantasia, and shrimp oreganata. House-

made tiramisu or Italian cheesecake are 
the dessert choices. Coffee and tea are 
included in the special.

 Prix-fixe weekday specials  
On weekdays, for the value-conscious 

eater, Esposito’s has appealing prix-fixe 
lunch and dinner offers. 

An appetizer-and-
entrée lunch with 
house-made garlic 
bread costs $10.95 – 
and is accompanied by 
a complementary glass 
of wine on Monday. 
The lunch is available 
Monday through 
Friday from 11:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

The luncheon 
entrée selections 
include penne vodka, 
cheese tortellini with 
meat sauce, ravioli, 
chicken or eggplant 
parmigiana, spaghetti 
and meatballs.    

A three-course early bird dinner, priced 
at $12.95, includes a salad, penne with 
tomato or vodka sauce, an entrée and coffee 
or tea. Offered as entrées: chicken (pick 
your favorite from parmigiana, francese, 
cacciatore, scarpariello or grilled chicken 

over spinach) and eggplant parmigiana. 
The early bird dinner is served from 3:30 
to 6 p.m. Monday through Thursday.

Good values are available during Happy 
Hour, too (4 to 7 p.m. Monday through 
Friday). Cocktail and wine prices start at 
$5, martinis begin at $6 and appetizers 
cost $5 each. Consider having a house 
signature martini made with Esposito’s 
house-made limoncello. 

Recent wine cellar additions at 
Esposito’s: Cakebread Cellars chardonnay, 
Pio Cesare barolo, Ruffino Ducale Gold, 
Riserva Chianti Classico, Allegrini 
Amarone and Ornellaia Le Volte.

Live music is provided Friday evenings 
starting at 7 p.m. and rooftop garden 
dining is available during the warm 
weather.

Esposito’s Ristorante & Pizzeria is 
located at 359 Mamaroneck Ave. in White 
Plains (914-368-8366) and at 18 Broadway 
in Valhalla (914-761-8640). For more 
information, visit www.espositosristorante.
com.

By Jerry Eimbinder
Many restaurants are offering prix-

fixe menus for Valentine’s Day, including 
most of the eateries listed below. With 
rare exceptions, the regular menus, or 
limited versions, will also be available. 
Prices shown for prix-fixe menus do not 
include tax, tip or beverages except where 
otherwise noted. Some restaurants offer a 
special for more than one day.

12 Grapes (Peekskill). Brunch with 
complementary Bloody Mary, mimosa 
or prosecco. Begin with mini croissants 
with raspberry preserves, fresh fruit with 
Greek yogurt, French onion soup or mixed 
greens salad. Entrées: vegetable fritter, 
eggs Benedict with home-style potatoes, 
bacon and cheddar quiche, French toast, 
chicken Caesar salad, mushroom ravioli 
or Bordeaux burger, Swiss cheese and 
fries. Feb. 14. $21 per person.

Alvin & Friends (New Rochelle). 
Appetizers: oysters on the half shell, crispy 
jumbo shrimp or chicken fried steak with 
grits and gravy. Entrées: Honey glazed 
quail with chorizo cornbread stuffing, 
pink peppercorn-crusted ribeye steak, 
almond crusted snapper with spaghetti 
squash. Desserts: coffee creme brûlée, hot 
chocolate fondue or red velvet cupcake. 
Includes Champagne toast. Feb. 13-14. 
$125 per couple.

California Pizza Kitchen (Scarsdale). 
One appetizer to share, two entrées and 
a dessert to split. Appetizers: spinach 
artichoke dip, lettuce chicken wrap, two 
tortilla spring rolls, Tuscan hummus. 
Entrées: pizzas, Thai crunch salad, garlic 

cream fettuccine with chicken, Kung 
Pao spaghetti with chicken, Bolognese 
spaghetti and more. Desserts: Salted 
caramel pudding, key lime pie and more. 
Feb. 10-14. $32 per couple.

Le Fontane (Katonah). An a la carte 
menu. Appetizers are priced from $8.90 
for a Caesar salad to $16.75 for a seafood 
combination of clams, shrimp, oyster and 
octopus. Entrees: crab ravioli with baby 
shrimp ($22); linguini pescatore ($24.75); 
butternut squash lasagna ($20.75); 
Norwegian salmon ($24.75); catch of the 
day ($27.75); filet mignon ($32); veal chop 
($32); and lamb shank ($27). Feb. 14.

Melting Pot (White Plains). Four-
course meal includes a cheese fondue 
with vegetables for dipping, salad, entrée 
and a chocolate fondue. Entrées: Heart’s 
Indulgence (Ahi tuna, pasta, garlic chili 
chicken breast, filet mignon and lemon 
garlic shrimp) or Cupid’s Combination 
(lobster tail, herb-crusted chicken, lemon 

garlic shrimp, filet mignon and pasta). 
Includes Champagne and a gift for the 
date. Feb. 14. $179 per couple.

Plates (Larchmont). Appetizers: foie 
gras terrine, smoked trout rillette or 
Robiola cheese, smoked and raw salmon 
tartar, goat cheese salad, oyster with 
Champagne sabayon, soup of mussels, 
clams and shrimp. Entrées: seared local 
skate, New York strip steak, fettuccini, 
chicken breast, beef burger. Cost per 
person varies with seating time: $60 at 5 
p.m. and 9:45 p.m. with a glass of sparkling 
wine, and $85 with unlimited sparkling 
wine at 6:30 and 8:15 p.m. Feb. 14.

Red Hat on the River (Irvington). 
Hors d’oeuvres are followed by an 
appetizer (soup, salad, gnocchi, 
mozzarella and fennel or sea scallops). 
Entrées: Atlantic fluke, fish stew, Scottish 
salmon, French-cut chicken, duck, short 

rib bourguignon, New York strip steak. 
Dessert taster includes profiterole, key 
lime pie, chocolate cake, salted caramel 
gelato, anise biscotti. Coffee, tea, espresso, 
cappuccino. Feb. 13-14. $75 per person.

River City Grille (Irvington). A la 
carte menu. Appetizers: Lobster bisque 
($9), risotto ($15), jumbo lump crabmeat 
ceviche ($14), butternut squash soup ($9), 
mixed baby greens ($11), hearts of romaine 
($12), smoked trout salad ($14), calamari 
($14). Entrées: mushroom ravioli ($23), 
salmon ($26), poached chicken breast 
($24), pork tenderloin ($26), filet mignon 
($32), surf and turf ($42), yellowfin tuna 
($28). Feb. 13-14.

Saltaire (Port Chester). Five courses, 
Champagne and oyster shucking lesson 
with owner Les Barnes. Ménage à Foie 
(blood orange preserves, hazelnut, apple), 
spiced carrot risotto. Choice of sea scallops 
Ramen, olive oil poached salmon or surf 
and turf (petite filet and butter poached 
lobster tail with leek velouté, charred 
endive and smoky pear). Dark chocolate 
pave and assorted petit fours. Feb. 12-14. 
$170 per couple.

Via Vanti! (Mount Kisco). Begins with 
a shrimp and avocado tartlet followed 
by an appetizer: radicchio Caesar salad 
with poppy seeds, wild mushroom bisque, 
beets and goat cheese, cured meats or sea 
scallops. Entrées: roasted halibut, New York 
strip steak, Ligurian seafood stew, pork 
osso buco, pappardelle with wild boar ragu 
and Champagne chicken. Dessert sampler 
includes chocolate cake, tiramisu and 
gelato. Feb. 14, 5 to 9 p.m. $65 per person.

 The Restaurant Examiner

Esposito’s Offers Candlelight Dining on Valentine’s Day 

Dining Out on Valentine’s Day? Here Are 10 Restaurants to Consider 

The dining room at Esposito’s Ristorante & Pizzeria in White Plains.

 Radicchio Caesar salad with poppy seeds at Via 
Vanti! in Mount Kisco.

 Champagne chicken at Via Vanti!
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 020916

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

ADOPTION
ADOPT: An experienced mom, dad, and 
hopeful big brother are ready to welcome 
a new baby. Expenses paid. Please call 
Alana & Michael:1-855-840-3066. Ala-
naAndMichaelAdopt.net.

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME LIBRARY CLERK, KENT 
PUBLIC LIBRARY  10 to 17 hours a 
week, including Tuesday evenings and 
some Saturdays.    Must have at least a 
high school degree, be experienced  with 
computers, courteous, service oriented 
and able to work with the public at a busy 
library circulation desk.  Previous library 
experience preferred. Please send resume 
to cdonick@kentlibrary.org, and men-
tion the word “clerk” in the subject line.

STYLIST WANTED, man or woman, 
following preferred, for a growing salon in 
Katonah. 914 232 5201

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and Cer-
tifications Running Bulldozers, Backhoes 
and Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement. 
VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

HUNTING
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leas-
ing info packet & Quote. 1?866?309?1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
CATSKILL MOUNTAIN ABSOLUTE 
LAND LIQUIDATION! FEB 20th & 
21st! 34 Tracts from 3 to 39 acres Exam-
ples: 5 acres - $24,900 20 acres - $59,900 
31 acres - $89,900 2 Hours from NY City, 
Extraordinary Mountain Views, Trout 
streams, Apple Trees, Old Barn, Covered 
Riding Arena, Clear title, All Govern-
mental Approvals in Place! Terms avail-
able! Call 888-905-8847 to register or go 
to NewYorkLandandlakes.com to take the 
virtual tour.

LEGALS
LEGAL NOTICE OF FORMATION 
OF PARANDA MEDIA, LLC, ARTS 
OF ORG. filed with Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 4/11/2006. Office in 
Westchester County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served, 

SSNY shall mail process to: 80 Vaughn 
Ave, New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: 
any lawful activity. 

Notice of Formation of Jenny Dobell 
Gardenscaping, LLC Art. Of Org. filed 
with SSNY on 12/17/15. Offc. Loc: West-
chester Cty. SSNY desig. as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to the 
LLC, 10 Central Ave. Rye, NY, 10580. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of Sabina Global 
Communities, LLC. Sabinagc.com filed 
with Department of State of New York 
on 8/28/15. Office location: Westches-
ter County. United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc. Suite 202; 7014 13th Avenue 
Brooklyn NY 11228 designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to United States 
Corporation Agents, Inc. Suite 202; 
7014 13th Avenue Brooklyn NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of HSN Property, 
LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 
11/27/15. Offc. Loc: Westchester Cty. 
SSNY design. As agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to the LLC, 2 
Overhill Road Suite 260, Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: any lawful business ac-
tivity. 

Notice of Formation of Invariably Digi-
tal, LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 
9/9/2015. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: In-
variably Digital LLC, 143 Park Dr, East-
chester, NY 10709 Purpose: any lawful 
purpose

MISCELLANEOUS
PLEASE JOIN US FOR LENT - Every-
one Welcomed Discovering Christ Pro-
gram Free Dinner/Program Tuesdays 
2/9/16 - 3/29/16 6:45-9 PM Sat 3/12/16 
9-3 PM Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 
414 Havilland Dr. Patterson NY 12563  
Register (845)279-4832

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

RENTAL
PUTNAM COUNTY - 20 MINUTES 
NORTH OF MOUNT KISCO.  One per-
son, private entrance, garage parking, 2 
rooms, bath, cooking area. 5 minutes to 
trains, Route 84 and 684. Quiet property, 
lake fishing, no smoking or pets. $1,200 
per month including utilities. (845) 279-
1518

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

$WANTED$ CASH PAID for Pre-1980 
COMIC BOOKS & Star Wars Action Fig-
ures. Original Comic Art- Sports Cards 
& Autographed Memorabilia- 1990's 
MagictheGathering Call WILL:† 800-242-
6130 buying@getcashforcomics.com

Experience carefree 
winter travel aboard 

Amtrak Adirondack® service with 
round trip service between New 
York City, Albany and Montreal. 
Visit Amtrak.com for full details.

$90

ADIRONDACK 
WEEKEND

GETAWAY FARE

* Restrictions apply.

Amtrak NYPS_ Ad 2x4.indd   2 2/1/16   4:07 PMTo Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail  
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Feb. 9
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. This week’s 

presentation will be given by Hasan Arslan, 
Assistant Professor, Criminal Justice and 
Security Department, Pace University, 
Pleasantville. Dr. Arslan returns to discuss 
another topic with us in an interactive 
discussion on issues concerning violence in 
our communities and our world. Tuesdays 
@ Dorry’s gathers “conversation partners” 
weekly for informal table talk. There is no 
charge. Just come and order your food 
from Sylvia and enjoy the discussion and 
the company. Food ordering begins at 
5:30 p.m. Presentation and discussion 6 
to 7 p.m. Dorry’s Diner, 468 Mamaroneck 
Avenue, White Plains; 914-682-0005.

WPCNA Meeting. The February 
Meeting of the White Plains Council of 
Neighborhood Associations (WPCNA) 
will be held from 7:30 to 9 p.m.  at  The 
Post Road Elementary School Cafeteria, 
175 W. Post Road (corner W. Post Road & 
Soundview Avenue), White Plains. Kevin 
Nunn, Executive Director of the White 
Plains Business Improvement District 
(The BID) will  be our keynote speaker 
for “A Discussion about our Downtown.” 
We are also inviting some downtown 
business owners and other BID Board 
members to share their thoughts and add 
to the discussion. Parking for this event 
is available in the upper level Teachers 
Parking Lot, entering from   Soundview 
Avenue.   After parking, walk down the 
hill to the cafeteria and use the door by 
the cafeteria. Light refreshments will be 
available.

Wednesday, Feb. 10
“The Defiant Ones.” Sidney Poitier and 

Tony Curtis play two chain gang inmates 
being transported back to prison after a 
day of labor. When their truck overturns, 
they make their escape despite being 
shackled together and their mutual hatred 
threatens to derail any hope of survival. 
But the tethered  inmates are forced to 
reevaluate their prejudices and  work 
together to attain freedom. Followed by a 
Reel Talk discussion with Vassar College 
Associate Professor of Film Mia Mask. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. Members: $8. 
Non-members: $13. Info and tickets: Visit 

www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Thursday, Feb. 11
Poets and Writers Series. Aja Monet, 

an internationally established poet, 
performer, singer, songwriter, educator 
and human rights advocate of Cuban-
Jamaican descent from Brooklyn, will 
read in the first of this series that lets the 
best of today’s writers share their secrets 
with literary aficionados. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 
Davis Auditorium, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. 9:30 and 11 a.m. Free. Info: 914-
606-6716.

White Plains Transit District Forum. 
The City of White Plains is preparing an 
action plan for the Downtown White 
Plains Transit District. It is focused 
on redefining the area immediately 
surrounding the White Plains Metro 
North and Bee-Line Bus Stations and 
beyond toward the downtown core. The 
public is invited to a meeting hosted by 
Mayor Tom Roach to share perspectives 
and ideas for a more active, sustainable, 
walkable and better organized area. There 
will be presentations about the project 
and opportunities for the public to share 
their ideas; 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.; White 
Plains Public Library, 2nd  Floor, 100 
Martine Ave, White Plains. Learn more at 
wptransitdistrict.com. 

On Power, Visibility and Violence: A 
Dialog With Daniel Joseph Martinez 
and Steven Lam. Martinez is an artist 
and professor at UC Irvine. His critical, 
provocative projects probe issues of race 
and sociopolitical frictions in American 
society. The artist will discuss his practice 
and the power of culture in an era of 
permanent war. With Purchase College 
School of Art+Design Director and “After 
1965” curator Steven Lam. Neuberger 
Museum of Art, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Neuberger Circle 
Level members: Free. General admission: 
$10. Info: 914-251-6100 or visit www.
neuberger.org.

“The Winding Stream: The Carters, 
the Cashes and the Course of Country 
Music.” Part history, part performance, 
part family saga, this is a story about the 
family at the heart of American roots 
music, the Carters and the Cashes. This 
award-winning documentary features 
Johnny Cash, Sheryl Crow, Mike Seeger, 
Rhiannon Giddens and many more. 
Includes live performance by The Shovel 
Ready String Band. Jacob Burns Film 
Center, 364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 
7:30 p.m. Members: $12. Non-members: 

$17. Info and tickets: Visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.

Saturday, Feb. 13
Teaching Trails: A Community Path for 

Environmental Education. Join guided 
trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat.  Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
11:30 a.m. Free. Every Saturday and 
Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Africa Family Day. Celebrate Black 
History Month and check out a beautiful 
collection of African art. Immerse yourself 
in folk stories told by master storyteller Dr. 
Joyce Duncan and enjoy a photography 
workshop, light refreshments and music. 
Neuberger Museum of Art, 735 Anderson 
Hill Rd., Purchase. 1 to 4 p.m. Neuberger 
Family Circle Members (and above): Free. 
Non-members: $10 per child (18 and 
under). Adults: Free. Info: 914-251-6100 
or visit www.neuberger.org.

Valentine’s Day Crafts. An afternoon 
of making crafts for your loved ones. 
Cranberry Lake Preserve, North White 
Plains. 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
428-1005.

Walkabout Clearwater Coffehouse.  De-
cades of musical storytelling and protest, 
couched in the lyrics of folk music as well 
as through the spoken word and hip-hop, 
will be represented in concert by Charlie 
King (who is in his 52nd year as a per-
former) and The Peace Poets (established 
in 2005). Doors open at  6:30 p.m., open 
seating; Informal audience sing-along 
with the Walkabout Clearwater Chorus 
starts at 6:45 p.m. Refreshments available 
before the show and during intermission. 
Memorial United Methodist Church, 250 
Bryant Avenue, White Plains. Concert 
begins at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $18 in ad-
vance online until 7:30 a.m. the day of the 
concert, $23 at the door. Visit www.Walk-
aboutClearwater.org  for ticket informa-
tion.

Royal Hanneford Circus. Come for 
the fun and excitement of the 41st annual 
appearance by this traditional three-ring 
circus featuring aerial artistry, daredevils, 
thrill Grandma the Clown, the Hanneford 
elephants and tigers, rare white camels and 
much more. Westchester County Center, 
198 Central Ave., White Plains. 10 a.m., 
2 p.m. 6 p.m. $25 and $32. Also Feb. 14 
and 15. Info and tickets: 1-800-745-3000 

or visit www.countycenter.biz.

Sunday, Feb. 14 
Nature’s Love Stories. This special 

program provides a look into “friendships 
and romances” of the natural world. From 
doves to tortoises to lizards, we’ll discuss 
some of the great love stories. Concludes 
with a themed craft. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. 
Members: $5 per person. Non-members: 
$8 per person. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

StepCrew Valentine’s Day 
Performance. StepCrew is the new dance 
production featuring the world’s top talents 
in Irish step dancing, Ottawa Valley step 
dancing and modern tap. These dynamic 
performers excel in their respective 
traditional forms of dance and create 
brand new, modern fusions of all three 
styles while backed by a band including 
Celtic vocalists and joined by the fiddle 
playing of three champion musicians. 
Westchester Community College’s 
Academic Arts Theatre, 75 Grasslands 
Rd., Valhalla. 3 p.m. $24. Seniors and 
students: $22. Children (under 13): $18. 
Info and tickets: 914-606-6262 or visit 
www.sunywcc.edu/SmartArts.

Chamber Music Concert. An afternoon 
of delightful chamber music, including 
the beloved “D Minor Piano Trio” by 
Mendelssohn, one of his most popular 
works, and Schumann’s exuberant “Piano 
Quintet,” a work that revolutionized the 
instrumentation and character of this 
form. Featuring internationally acclaimed 
musicians Susan Heerema, violin, 
Adda Kridler, violin, Daniel Panner, 
viola, Andrew Kim, cello, and Sandor 
Szabo, piano. The Reformed Church of 
Bronxville, 180 Pondfield Rd., Bronxville. 
3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-337-6776 or visit 
www.reformedchurch.org.

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefits you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
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EX AMINER SPORTS

By Albert Coqueran
Even White Plains Head Coach Spencer 

Mayfield, a self-professed “worst loser in 
the world” admits that he was impressed 
with his team’s effort in a 76-63 loss to Mt. 
Vernon High School, on Friday, Feb. 5.

“I thought we got some good effort 
out of a lot of people today. I am like 
the world’s worst loser but I was very 
encouraged today,” said Mayfield.  “I told 
them in the locker room if they bring that 
type of effort every time they get on the 
floor, they can beat a lot of teams,” stated 
Mayfield.

Guard Luis Cartagena’s efforts on 
offense kept the Tigers in the game with 
17 first-half points, including 12 points 
from three-point range. However Knights 
junior Noah Morgan matched Cartagena’s 
intensity with 16 points of his own in the 
first half, while shooting 6-for-6 from the 
foul line.

The Knights had beaten the Tigers 
previously this season by 29 points, 
85-56, on January 20, in Mt. Vernon. 
Nonetheless, it was a completely different 
game on the Tigers’ home court, with the 
Knights only ahead by three points, 35-32, 
at halftime. 

“The Tigers’ home court is a tough place 
to play and anytime we can escape with 
a win we are very, very happy,” said Mt. 
Vernon Head Coach Bob Cimmino.

The Knights pulled ahead by 11 points, 
56-45 at the end of the third quarter. But 
Tigers guard CJ Layne was up to his old 
tricks and hit a three-point shot to open 
the fourth quarter and cut the Knights 
lead to eight points.

The game was a vintage 
White Plains versus Mt. 
Vernon back-and-fourth 
battle in the fourth 
quarter with Layne 
scoring nine points 
from behind the arc. 
White Plains had cut Mt. 
Vernon’s lead to six points 
on Layne’s second three 
in the quarter. “They 
are a Spencer Mayfield 
coached team, they are 
never going to die until 
the clock expires, so we 
knew this was going to 
happen, they came back,” 
commented Cimmino.

But it was just then 
that the Knights other 
junior stud 6’-8’’ center 
Gregory Calixte stepped 
up his game. Calixte 
scored 15 points in the 
fourth quarter, while 
pounding the ball in the 
paint. He also frequented 
the foul line 13 times 
in the fourth quarter. 
Despite only going 7-for-
13 from the line in the 
fourth quarter, his 15 
points put the game away 
for the Knights, 76-63. 

Cartagena was game-
high with 26 points and 
Layne had 19 points in the loss for the 
Tigers. Morgan had a team-high 21 points 
and Calixte finished with 19 points in the 

win for the Knights.
But the Tigers bounced back the very 

next day beating Albertus Magnus High 
School on the road, 77-61. The 
Tigers tied their three-point record 
with 14 three-pointers in the game, 
which they set against Woodlands, 
on January 30. The only difference 
in the Falcons game was the Tigers 
made all 14 of their three-pointers 
in the first half.

Layne kept his three-point arsenal 
sharp while netting eight three-
pointers in the game for a total of 28 
points. Tigers junior Mike Schuler 
displayed to Mayfield that he wants 
playing time by hitting four three-
point shots and scoring 14 points 
in the game. Cartagena added 15 
points in the win.

The Tigers are playing well at 
this time and with one game left on 
their schedule against Salesian High 
School, on Tuesday, Feb. 9, their 
record remains 10-9 overall and 
3-5 in league competition. “I told 
them that they are slowly but surely 
becoming the team that I thought 
that I would be coaching this year,” 
revealed Mayfield.

Depending on how many teams 
make the playoffs in Section 1-AA, 
the Tigers are in position for at 

least a 15th seed and could possibly host 
an Outbracket Game, on Friday, Feb. 12, 
at White Plains High School. 

Tigers Lose Battle with Knights But Down Falcons on the Road

Tigers junior Mike Schuler (left) dribbles past Knights defender Jamie Wiltshire in the Tigers loss to Mt. Vernon, 76-63, on 
Friday. Schuler stepped up his game against Albertus Magnus scoring 14 points in the Tigers, 77-61 win, on Saturday.

LONNIEWEBBPHOTOGRAPHY PHOTO

If  Tigers guard CJ Layne continues his three-point shooting barrage; the Tigers are destined for good 
things in the playoffs. Layne followed his seven three-point shot performance against Woodlands, by 
scoring five three’s and 19 points vs. Mt. Vernon and eight three’s and 28 points against Albertus 
Magnus. 

Senior guard Luis Cartagena is the undisputed floor 
general for the Tigers. He scored 26 points against Mt. 
Vernon in a loss and 15 points versus Albertus Magnus in 
a victory last week. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTO LONNIEWEBBPHOTOGRAPHY PHOTO
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EX AMINER SPORTS

By Albert Coqueran
Despite the New York Knicks recent 

struggles, while losing nine of their last 
10 games, they will send guard Carmelo 
Anthony and center Kristaps Porzingis to 
participate in NBA All-Star Weekend, in 
Toronto from Thursday, Feb.11 through 
Sunday, Feb.14. 

Anthony has been selected to the 
NBA All-Star Team nine times and this 
marks his third time in the starting line-
up. Anthony is averaging 21 points, 7.5 
rebounds and 4.3 assists per game this 
year. The 2016 NBA All-Star Game will be 
played on Valentine’s Day, Sunday, Feb. 14.

Porzingis turned boos into enthusiastic 
cheers this season, as he battled through 

adversity, after being a very unpopular 
first-round pick of the Knicks in this year’s 
NBA Draft.

Porzingis not only turned Knicks fans 
into believers this season, he made the 
NBA All Star BBVA Compass Rising Star 
Challenge Team and will play among first-
year and second-year players in the Rising 
Star Challenge Game, on February 12. 
“This is a dream come true of mine in my 
first year playing in the rookie game and 
as the years go by, hopefully make it to the 
All-Star Game,” said Porzingis.

 With one game remaining before the 
All-Star Break, the Knicks remain in 12th 

place with a record of 23-31 and five games 
back of the Detroit Pistons, who occupy 
the eighth and final spot in the standings 
for the Eastern Conference Playoffs. 

Jimmer Fredette made history when 
he was selected as the first-ever NBA 

Developmental League All-Star selection 
from the Westchester Knicks. The NBA 
D-League All Star Game will be played, 
on Saturday, February 13, as part of NBA 
All-Star Weekend.

Westchester Knicks and NY Knicks All Stars, Rising Stars and Shinning Stars

NLI Signing Day Celebrated at Stepinac High School
By Albert Coqueran

On Wednesday, Feb. 3, Stepinac High 
School celebrated National Letter of 
Intent Signing Day. Three senior starters 
from the Crusaders undefeated 2015 

CHSFL and CHSAA New York State 
Championship Football Team signed 
commitments to attend Stony Brook 
University. 

The CHSFL Offensive Player of the Year, 
quarterback Tyquell Fields, Westchester/
Putnam Player of the Year, wide receiver/
cornerback Terrell “T. J.” Morrison and 
defensive end Robinson DeLaCruz will 
play for the Seawolves in the Division 1 
American East Conference next season.

Fields, Morrison and DeLaCruz will 

join former Crusaders football players 
Gavin Heslop and DeMarcus Miller, at 
Stony Brook. Heslop and Miller, two 
marquee players on the Crusaders 2014 
CHSFL Championship team, graduated 

last year. It appears there will be a 
“Sea of Crusaders” playing for the 
Seawolves next season.

Also, joining Signing Day were, 
Crusaders safety, Jaychar Howell, 
who signed to play for Southern 
Connecticut State University, 
in the Division II Northeast 10 
Conference, while running back/
linebacker Kobe Miranda, will 
play against Howell with American 
International University, also of the 
Northeast 10 Conference. 

Crusaders outstanding linebacker 
Dan Negron chose Trinity College 
of D-III New England Small College 

Athletic Conference. One Lacrosse player 
for the Crusaders joined Signing Day, 
as Gianni Ciffone committed to attend 
SUNY Cortland.

Also Garfield Heslop, a 2013 graduate 
from Stepinac, who graduated from 
Monroe College this year, will pursue his 
four-year degree and football career at 
Delaware State University of the D-1 Mid-
Eastern Athletic Conference. Garfield, a 
dominate tight-end, is the older brother 
of Gavin Heslop. 

Monroe College this year), Terrell “T.J.” Morrison, Head 
Football Coach Mike O’Donnell and defensive end Robinson 
DeLaCruz.
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They may not be All Stars yet but they are certainly “Shinning Stars” in their own right. Thanasis 
Antetokounmpo (left) rejoined his former Westchester Knicks court-mate Langston Galloway, as the NY 
Knicks signed Antetokounmpo to a 10-Day Contract on January 29. Galloway was the first-ever Call-Up 
to the NY Knicks from the Westchester Knicks when he was signed last year. 

NY Knicks first-round draft pick this year Kristaps 
Porzingis is all smiles as the 7’-3” center was 
selected to play in the Rising Stars Challenge 
Game with first-year and second-year players, 
as a part of  All-Star Weekend, in Toronto.

In February the NY Knicks are wearing warm-up 
T-shirts to pay tribute to Black History Month. 
On February 14, in Toronto, superstar Carmelo 
Anthony will represent the Knicks, while making his 
ninth overall appearance in a NBA All-Star Game. 

Westchester Knicks Jimmer Fredette (right) and White Plains High School graduate (’08) Sean Kilpatrick 
played against each other when the Delaware 87ers visited the County Center, on December 12. 
Presently, Fredette has made history as the local Knicks first-ever D-League All-Star selection and 
Kilpatrick was also selected to the Eastern D-League All-Star Team.

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS
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