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An entire community came out to 
honor retired New York City Police 
Detective and Air National Guard 
officer Joseph G. Lemm, of West 
Harrison, when he returned home for 
his final rest in Hawthorne last week. 
The funeral procession began at Ballard 
Durand Funeral Home on Maple Ave, 
White Plains. Local first responders 
from several municipalities including 
New York City and members of the 
armed forces paid their respect at St. 
Anthony of Padua Catholic Church in 
Silver Lake, Lemm’s adopted hometown 
on Dec. 29 before he received an NYPD 
Inspector’s funeral with full military 
honors at Manhattan’s St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral on Dec. 30. His colleagues 
and friends called him “superman” 
saying he was a gentle giant who 
strived to be the best in whatever he set 
his mind to. “He just wanted to protect 
people,” was a refrain heard many times 
over several days.

Lemm died from wounds received 
in action while serving his country 
in Afghanistan with the Air National 
guard. He was the victim of a suicide 
bomber.

Lemm was born August 12, 1970 
in Dubuque, IA. He was the son of 
Charles Ronek of Dubuque, IA and 
Shirley Lemm of Beemer, NE. He 
attended Beemer High School in 
Nebraska where he excelled as an 
athlete in football, basketball, and 
track. 

After High School he enlisted in 
the Armed Forces serving in the 
United States Air Force. Promoted 
to the rank of Technical Sergeant, 
he served three tours of duty in 
both Iraq and Afghanistan with 
the 105th Base Defense Squadron. 
Throughout his military service 
Lemm received numerous awards 
and commendations to include The 
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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A Hero’s Funeral Procession Begins In Downtown White Plains

Parker Challenging  
Kaplowitz for County Board Chair

Good Counsel Academy Campus 
Sold for $16.3M

By Arthur Cusano
Democrat Catherine Parker (D-Rye) 

announced her candidacy for Board 
of Legislators Chair for the 2016-17 
last week ahead of the Jan. 4 vote in a 
statement released Dec. 31.  

Parker cited leadership of Westchester 
County’s government as the reason for 
many of the county’s problems, including 
being the highest-taxed county in the 
nation. 

“Westchester County has struggled for 
years with the challenge of preserving 
essential services and protecting the 
taxpayers but our leaders continue to 

tell you that they have achieved great 
successes worthy of high praise and even 
promotion,” Parker stated. “I’m confident 
our friends and families throughout the 
County would find that suggestion pretty 
out of touch with reality.  Westchester’s 
finances have reached a tipping point 
and the people who elected us are 
getting less and less for their money. 
I’m choosing to look at the coming 
challenges as opportunities to put change 
in the county’s leadership that has been 
in county government for nearly two 
decades.”

By Pat Casey
A report published last week by 

Westfair Communications identified the 
purchaser of the Good Counsel Campus 
at 52 North Broadway, White Plains, as an 
entity of George Comfort & Sons, a local 
business park owner.

The company, based in Manhattan, 
owns and manages the Centre at Purchase, 
an office property in Rye Brook, and High 
Point Park and Shippan Landing, in 
Connecticut.

The company paid close to $16.3 
million for the Good Counsel property, 
which had been put up for sale in May 

2014, when the Sisters of the Divine 
Compassion announced their intention 
to sell their Mother House, buildings 
housing a high school and elementary 
school, conference center and counseling 
center on the  16-acre property.

The historic Chapel of the Divine 
Compassion, which houses the tombs 
of the founders of the order, Mother 
Mary Veronica Starr and Msgr. Thomas 
Preston, is being maintained for spiritual 
worship and use by the sisters.

The new owners did not return calls 
about their intended use for the property, 
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Parker, a former Rye city councilwoman 
and small business owner, is entering her 
second term on the Board of Legislators 
and cited her work on the completion of 
the Playland management agreement, 
which she said secured millions in capital 
investments to the park and neighboring 
community. Parker has also served as the 
Chair of the Board’s Environment and 
Energy Committee. Parker voted against 
the county’s 2016 operating budget, which 
she stated “utilized practices to balance the 
books for passage and political posturing.” 

“Westchester County has missed 
too many opportunities to find savings 
before hitting all of the panic buttons 
and diminishing services and threatening 
higher taxes,” Parker stated. “Several years 

ago, the county completed a report that 
detailed millions of dollars in available 
energy savings and very little, if any of 
them have been brought to fruition. 
Knowing these savings, and others just like 
them are available and failing to find them 
is a failure of leadership and shows a lack 
of effort.”  

If elected Board of Legislators Chair, 
Parker would continue to have every 
member of the Board serve as a committee 
chair in order to foster cooperation. 

Legislator Michael Kaplowitz 
(D-Somers) said he was not aware of 
Parker’s intent to seek the chair position he 
held last year. He announced in December 
that he already had enough votes among 
fellow legislators to be re-elected to the 

position. Kaplowitz is part of a coalition 
made up of board Republicans and one 
fellow Democrat that helped pass the 2016 
budget.

“She’s obviously not able to count 
successfully,” Kaplowitz said. “I secured 
10 votes, more than a majority, so I’m 
not quite sure what led her to that.” I’m 
not sure if she wants to participate in the 
government, but that’s up to her. We’ve 
accomplished a lot and there’s much more 

to be done.”
The legislature is expected to vote for its 

chair and other leadership positions at its 
Monday, Jan. 4 meeting in White Plains.
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Parker Challenging Kaplowitz for County Board Chair

A Hero’s Funeral Procession Begins In Downtown White Plains
Michael Kaplowitz, Westchester County Legislator 
(D-Somers)

Catherine Parker, Westchester County Legislator 
(D-Rye)

Purple Heart and he is set to receive The 
Bronze Star Medal with Valor. In 2000 
Lemm wanted to continue protecting 
people by joining The New York City 
Police Department. A 16-year veteran 
of law enforcement he was a highly 
decorated New York City Police Officer 
with 590 arrests. After serving in the 48th 
Precinct and Bronx Street Crime Unit, 
Lemm was promoted on December 19, 
2014 to Detective serving as member of 

the department’s Warrant Squad. He is 
survived by his wife Christine, daughter 
Brooke, and son Ryan, all residing in 
Silver Lake. He is also survived by his 
father Charles (Charlotte) Ronek, mother 
Shirley Lemm, brother Brian Lemm, 
mother-in-law Jill DeGuisto, sister-in-law 
Kim (Travis) Arnette, niece Taylor Arnette 
and nephew Travis Arnette Jr., Godmother 
Carmela Fuca, many cousins, aunts, 
uncles, and numerous friends. 
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Medical Marijuana Distribution Almost Set to Begin, Questions Remain
By Neal Rentz and Pat Casey

Distribution of medical marijuana was 
set to begin on Jan. 5, according to the state 
Health Department Web site, although 
the Jan. 1 deadline for regulations on how 
distribution would be handled has come 
and gone and no regulations have been 
published. 

A location in White Plains and other 
urban areas in Westchester have been 
identified for possible distribution, 
including a space on East Post Road, 
White Plains that has been under 
renovation for use by Empire State Health 
Solutions, one of New York’s approved 
dispensing agencies.

Despite the passing of New York’s 
Compassionate Care Act, which permits 
physicians to prescribe non-smokable 
forms of medical marijuana, some 
smaller municipalities in Westchester are 

concerned that they would be identified 
as dispensing locations and are trying to 
figure out how to legally stop such actions. 
Mount Kisco Deputy Mayor Anthony 
Markus said last month he wanted to 
know if marijuana dispensaries could or 
could not be banned in the village, for 
example. 

It appears that only North Hempstead, 
Long Island has been considering 
legislation to regulate distribution of 
medical marijuana. Newsday reported 
on Dec. 27 that an application for a 
marijuana dispensary has been filed in 
North Hempstead even though town 
officials thought that local zoning barred 
dispensaries.  

Assemblyman David Buchwald 
(D-White Plains) said he supports 
medical marijuana, but its distribution 
would be regulated. 

“I am firmly of the belief that medical 
marijuana distribution should be under 
a proper physician’s care,” Buchwald 
said last week. “Under the law a licensed 
physician needs to determine if a patient 
suffering from a debilitating or life-
threatening illness will benefit from the 
use of medical marijuana. If medical 
marijuana can relieve some of the 
suffering of these patients, we should 
make sure they have access in a safe and 
orderly way.”

“Last July, the passage of the 
Compassionate Care Act made it legal for 
certain patients suffering from intense, 
chronic or debilitating pain to receive a 
prescription for medical marijuana from 
a licensed practitioner,” Buchwald said. 
“New York’s Compassionate Care Act 
permits physicians to prescribe non-
smokable forms of medical marijuana.”

“The Department of Health oversaw 
a selection process for a limited number 
of medical marijuana providers in New 
York State. A total of only five companies 
are allowed under the law to manufacture 
medical marijuana, and each company 
can have only four dispensing sites around 
New York State,” Buchwald said. “All of 
those sites have already been designated. 
That process has led to dispensaries being 
licensed for White Plains and Yonkers, 
however there is no further expansion for 
dispensaries planned beyond the initial 
sites.”  

“The Compassionate Care Act does not 
explicitly address local laws with regard 
to the siting of dispensaries. I have not 
heard of other municipalities preparing 
their own laws above and beyond the 
state rules, but of course this might be 
happening somewhere,” Buchwald said.

| 
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Inside the historic Chapel of  the Divine Compassion, White Plains.

much of which is on the national and 
state historic preservation lists.

The newly formed White Plains Historic 
Preservation Commission is currently 
reviewing the property for its relevance 
as an historic site in Westchester County 

and White Plains. 
White Plains zoning laws identify the 

property for residential use with limited 
building heights, the same as apartments 
around it, with large setbacks to protect 
the lawns and ancient trees.
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.
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PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129
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HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675

JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135
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NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590
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INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
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PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800
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PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000
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YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
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FCA §§ 1035, 1036, 1055 form 10-7c 
(Summons-Child Neglect Proceeding) 
(8/2010)

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
......................................................................................
In the Matter of a Proceeding Under Article
10 of the Family Court Act 
          
SAKIHA NELSON-ARCE (CIN#EC91688K)  Docket Nos. NN-7766-15  
JOVAN ARCE (CIN#EF77427N)                    NN-7763-15  
RAVEN ARCE-HARRIS (CIN#EY03179N) NN-7765-15
                                               F/U No.  142869
Children Under Eighteen Years of Age        
Alleged to be Neglected by                                             SUMMONS                       
                                                                                           (Child Neglect Case)
TRAYVON HARRIS,               (1021 REMOVAL)

Respondent.
......................................................................................

NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD(REN) IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN 
YOUR LOSS OF YOUR RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD(REN).  IF YOUR CHILD(REN) STAYS 
IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY 
BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION(S) TO TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL 
RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR CHILD(REN) 
TO THE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.  IN SOME CASES, THE 
AGENCY  MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH PERIOD. IF SEVERE OR 
REPEATED CHILD ABUSE IS PROVEN BY CLEAR AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE,  
THIS FINDING MAY CONSTITUTE THE BASIS TO TERMINATE YOUR  PARENTAL 
RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR CHILD(REN) 
TO THE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.  

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO 
DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD(REN) 
SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN 
INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT PARENT(s) 
SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD(REN); IF THE CHILD(REN) 
IS PLACED AND REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT 
TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION(S) 
FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT 
OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN) FOR THE PURPOSES OF 
ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING. 

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR 
PERMANENT CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN) AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF 
VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD(REN).

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT 
TRAYVON HARRIS (Putative Father)
58 S. 2nd Ave. - Apt. #B21
Mt. Vernon, NY 10550

Petitions under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this 
Court, and annexed hereto

YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court 
at 111 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., 3rd Floor Annex, White Plains, New York 
10601, on February 8th, 2016, at 9:00 o’clock in the morning of that day to answer 
the petitions and to be dealt with in accordance with Article 10 of the Family Court 
Act.

Upon your failure to appear as herein directed, a warrant may be issued for 
your arrest and/or the Court may proceed to Inquest and hear and determine the 
petitions as provided by law. 

Dated:  December 14, 2015.  
  

________/S/_________________
 Clerk of Court

Youth Bureau Benefit to 
Honor Local Leaders 

World-renowned, former Alvin 
Ailey dancer Sarita Allen will headline 
the Friends of the White Plains Youth 
Bureau’s Eleventh Annual Dance Benefit, 
7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 23 at the White 
Plains Performing Arts Center. Tickets 
for Dancing to the Beat of Youth are on 
sale now at the WPPAC box office, online 
at Vendini.com and at the White Plains 
Youth Bureau.

The Friends also will honor three 
community leaders at the event: Assistant 
District Attorney Susan Brownbill-Vega, 
El Centro Hispano board member and 
volunteer Millie Castro and former White 
Plains Common Council President, 
Dennis Power.

Ms. Allen’s dancing career has spanned 
more than four decades and taken her 
around the world, performing some 
of Ailey’s signature dances. The Seattle 
native, who has long considered New 
York her home, started her professional 
dancing career with the Arthur Mitchell 
company after earning a scholarship 
to the Mitchell school while she was a 
young teenager. Ms. Allen joined the 
Ailey Company shortly afterwards and 
has danced with former Ailey dancers we 
have come to know in White Plains, such 

as Aubrey Lynch II, Director of Dance 
at the Harlem School of the Arts and 
Marlene Furtick, former Director of the 
Westchester County Youth Bureau. 

Ms. Allen has also made a name for 
herself while pursuing a career as a Pilates 
instructor, having received training from 
Kathy Grant, one of the two Grand Dames 
of the Pilates technique and instruction 
and Pilates certification from Joseph H. 
Pilates, the founder of the Pilates method. 
In addition to serving as the artist in 
residence with the Complexions Dance 
Company, Ms. Allen uses her expertise in 
dance and physical training as a teacher at 
HBO Fitness Center, ART of Movement 
and DL Fit Pilates Wellness Studio.

Other artists at the upcoming Benefit 
include, the O’Rourke Irish Dancers, 
Meena Chen, performing a traditional 
Indian dance and the Fusion dancers, a 
collaborative program between the Youth 
Bureau and the Steffi Nossen School of 
Dance.

General admission tickets for the 
event are $30 and $50. VIP tickets, which 
include a post-performance reception, are 
$125.

For more information contact arivers@
whiteplainsny.gov; 914-422-1378.
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

By Neal Rentz
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s recent move to 

veto a series of hotel occupancy tax bills 
affecting 13 Westchester municipalities 
including North Castle, Sleepy Hollow, 
Greenburgh and several other local 
communities was sharply criticized by 
local elected officials.

The legislation was co-sponsored 
by  state Sen. George Latimer (D-Rye), 
state Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins, 
Assemblyman Thomas Abinanti 
(D-Tarrytown)  and Assemblyman David 
Buchwald (D-White Plains).

The occupancy tax would have been a 3 
percent tax on each room stay.

Abinanti said the tax would have 
been an alternative funding source for 
municipalities. 

“I am disappointed that my bill 
A.992 to help keep property taxes in 
check was vetoed. I worked hard with 
our communities to establish a new, 
reoccurring revenue stream that would 
have provided relief to our local property 
taxpayers,” Abinanti said.

Under this bill, Greenburgh, its six 
villages and the Village of Sleepy Hollow 
in the Town of Mount Pleasant would 
have been able to receive tax revenues. 
Other municipalities, such as Yonkers, 
White Plains and New Rochelle, already 
levy the hotel tax, Abinanti said. 

Westchester County already collects a 
3 percent hotel tax that this would have 
been in addition to.

“The veto message asserts that 
traditionally, hotel occupancy user fees 

have been levied only by counties and 
cities. It argues that any policy change 
should be made on a comprehensive, 
statewide basis,” Abinanti said. ”However, 
there is no justification to deny towns 
and villages this revenue source. The 
Legislature has always granted requests 
for occupancy fees on an individual basis.”

“Unfortunately, this veto furthers the 
agenda of corporate special interests who 
try to avoid making a fair contribution to 
the communities where they are located 
and that lobbied against this legislation,” 
Abinanti said. ”At the same time, the 

hardworking property taxpayers of 
Greenburgh and Sleepy Hollow lost an 
opportunity for some tax relief.”

Buchwald also expressed displeasure 
with the governor’s vetoes. The hotel tax 
revenues of $125,000 would have been 
used to fund road and bridge repairs in 
North Castle, he noted. 

“It is disappointing that Gov. Cuomo 
has effectively denied the Town of North 
Castle the opportunity to revitalize its 
roads and bridges,” Buchwald said. “This 
new stream of revenue, which many 
municipalities in Westchester already 
enjoy, would have helped the town finance 
needed repairs to its infrastructure and 
reduce the burden on local taxpayers. I 
will continue to fight for North Castle’s 
residents alongside Senator Latimer.” 

“The bill was endorsed by the Armonk 
Chamber of Commerce, the Westchester 
Municipal Officials Association and the 
New York State Association of Towns,” 
Buchwald said.

“North Castle has simply asked for the 
same authority that five other Westchester 
communities have already received,” 
said Senator Latimer. “The local officials 
- all the local elected Republicans and 
Democrats as well - are unanimous in 
support. We have the support from our 
local Chamber of Commerce. So I’m 

deeply disappointed that the Governor 
did not side with our local governments 
in vetoing this bill.”

  North Castle Supervisor Michael 
Schiliro  said, “The benefits of the Hotel 
Occupancy Tax would have helped to meet 
the most urgent needs of our town, the 
repair and improvement our 93 miles of 
roads, investment in local infrastructure, 
and to stimulate our local economy 
through much needed construction work.”

Latimer and Buchwald have sponsored 
this legislation in their respective houses 
for the last three years, each year with the 
support of the North Castle Town Board.     

Greenburgh Supervisor Paul Feiner 
also expressed his displeasure about 
Cuomo’s veto for his community. “I’m 
very disappointed. The town would have 
generated a million dollars a year in 
revenue,” Feiner said, explaining that the 
additional tax dollars from the hotel tax 
would be equivalent to a 2 percent tax cut.

“I don’t think it’s fair for the state to 
authorize the tax for some localities and 
not others,” Feiner said. “I am hopeful that 
we will be able to persuade the governor 
to work with lawmakers and town officials 
to do more for local governments. The 
governor’s office called me and advised 
that they are receptive to doing more. This 
will be a high priority in 2016.”

Cuomo Vetoes Hotel Tax for Local Municipalities

State Senator Thomas Abinanti was disappointed 
that Gov. Cuomo’s veto of  the hotel occupancy 
tax would keep some communities from the much 
needed alternative funding source.
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Regional Italian Cuisine

Now open 7 days for lunch & dinner
Saturday & Sunday from noon to 10 pm.

Chef/Proprietor Dean Vivolo
JOIN US FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON!

“Robust Italian cuisine served  
out of a charming vintage diner!”
-Morris Gut, White Plains Examiner

“One of the highest rated restaurants 
in Westchester!”
Zagat Restaurant Survey 

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com 
301 HALSTEAD AVE., HARRISON
(across from Metro-North)

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Arthur Cusano
Westchester County has exceeded its 

annual benchmarks for developing 750 
units of affordable housing under a 2009 
settlement with the federal government, 
according to  

County executive Rob Astorino.
The county finished 2015 with financing 

in place for 649 units, 49 more than 
required by the settlement, according to 
a statement by Astorino released Dec. 30. 
Building permits are in place for 579 units, 
54 more than required, he also stated.

“Our continued success proves we 
are committed to meeting the county’s 
obligations under the settlement; local 
zoning codes are non-discriminatory 
and support the development of fair and 
affordable housing; and, cooperation—
not litigation—is the best way to build 
housing,” Astorino said. “I want to thank 
our municipalities for their partnership 
and our county planning officials for 
their expertise and professionalism. 
It was through this team effort that 
we’ve been able to meet our goals from  

the beginning.”
The county met the benchmarks 

for units with financing in November, 
according to the statement. It exceeded 
the number of units with building 
permits required in late December when 
Rye issued permits for 41 units and New 
Castle issued permits for 28 units as part 
of its Chappaqua Crossing development. 

Under the terms of the settlement with 
the United States Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), and the 
United States Justice Department, the 
county is required to spend at least $51.6 
million to develop 750 units of affordable 
housing by the end of 2016. The units 
must be built in 31 communities chosen 
for their African-American and Hispanic 
populations in the 2000 census. The 
county has never failed to meet a HUD 
benchmark under the settlement since 
they began in 2011, according to Astorino.  

Westchester County Board of Legislators 
Chair Michael Kaplowitz (D-Somers) said 
the board had been working with the 
county executive to meet the requirement 

and approve the units and would continue 
to do so.

“We’re proud of the role we played this 
year in approving those units, and we also 
look forward to a successful conclusion to 
the 2009 settlement,” Kaplowitz said. “And 
hopefully we can get back to business 
as usual, which is building affordable 
housing in appropriate areas.”

As part of the settlement, the county 
is also required to file an AI or “analysis 
of impediments,” which HUD finds 
“acceptable.” Westchester has filed eight 
AI’s with HUD in 2015, which look at 
possible challenges to building affordable 
housing.  HUD has so far refused to accept 
the AIs because it deemed the county’s 
local zoning laws to be exclusionary 
towards some county residents. However, 
the United States Court Of Appeals 
Second Circuit ruled in September the 
county had not engaged in any sort of 
housing discrimination.

“My goal there has been to try to bring 
the parties together and make sure that we 
live up to the settlement, but not one word 

more, and get up out from under having 
a monitor and legal requirements to do 
things,” Kaplowitz said. 

Kaplowitz said the main goal is to 
avoid a situation where the settlement is 
reopened due to noncompliance by the 
county.

“There would be potential fines and 
penalties and in the worse case, a huge 
number of additional units that might 
have to be built under court order,” he 
said.

County Exec, Board Chair Tout HUD Settlement Compliance

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin is 
kicking off a contest, open to all middle 
school students, grades 6-8, in the 88th 
Assembly District, titled “There Ought 
to Be a Law.” This contest asks students 
to identify a problem impacting New 
Yorkers which needs a legislative 
solution by creating a new law.  

One -place winner  will be selected 
and have the prize of knowing that his 
or her idea has a chance at becoming 
a law that impacts over 19 million 
New Yorkers.  One second-place 
winner and one third-place winner will 
also be chosen to receive a citation from 
the New York State Assembly.

The first-place contest winner 
will have the opportunity to join 
Assemblywoman Paulin at the State 
Capitol where the winner, along with 
a description of his/her proposed law, 

will receive recognition by members of 
the Assembly on the Assembly floor.

Students interested in entering the 
contest will write an essay (750 words 
maximum) detailing their proposed 
idea for a law.  Suggested guidelines 
include:

•What’s the problem that needs a 
legislative solution?

•What’s your solution?  Be as detailed 
as possible.

•What’s the background on this 
problem? (Are there any statistics, 
reports, historical information, or even 
your own personal stories that you 
could use to back up the need for a 
legislative proposal?)

•Are there any financial impacts?   If 
so, how much money do you think it 
would cost?

•Who do you think would support 

this bill?
•Who do you think would oppose 

this bill?
The contest is open to all middle 

school students who live in the  88th 
Assembly District. This covers the 
following cities and towns:   Scarsdale, 
Eastchester, Tuckahoe, Bronxville, 
Pelham, and parts of New Rochelle and 
White Plains.

All contest submissions are due 
by  midnight  on  February 29, 2016. 
On April 1 the first-, second-, and 
third-place winners will be notified by 
telephone and email. In mid-April to 
Early June, the first-place contest winner 
will be able to travel to Albany to join 
Assemblywoman Paulin in the State 
Capitol before the end of the legislative 
session. The exact date and time will 
depend on the Assemblywoman’s 

meeting schedule.
Middle school principals, teachers, 

and staff can contact the district office 
for more information and to obtain 
the entry form by either calling(914) 
723-1115, or by emailing  paulina@
assembly.state.ny.us, Attention: Lisa 
Hofflich, Community Liaison for 
Assemblywoman Paulin.  

There Ought to Be a Law Contest for Middle School Students
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Police Blotter
New York State Police

Stolen Vehicle.  On Dec.24 at 
approximately 10:54 a.m., State Police 
responded to I-90 in the area of the Verona 
Interchange (Exit 33) for an OnStar report 

of a stolen 2013 
Hyundai Sonata. 
Troopers located 
the vehicle and 
during their 
investigation, it 
was determined 
that the vehicle 
was reported 
stolen out of 
Albany. The driver 

was identified as Brian C. Gonzalez, 19, of 
White Plains. Gonzalez was transported 
and processed at SP Syracuse where he 
was charged with: Criminal Possession of 
Stolen Property in the 3rd Degree; a Class 
D Felony. Gonzalez was arraigned before 
the Town of Salina Court and remanded 
to the Onondaga County Jail in lieu of 
$10,000 cash bail or $20,000 bond.  

Felony DWI. 
On Dec. 19, 
New York State 
Police from 
the Cortlandt 
barracks arrested 
Edison Zhinin, 
35 years old, of 

Tarrytown, for Driving While Intoxicated, 
a Class E Felony. Zhinin was stopped 
by Police on State Route 9 for failing 
to maintain his designated lane of 
travel. An investigation conducted by the 
arresting officer revealed that Zhinin was 
intoxicated at the time of the stop. Zhinin 
was charged with Felony DWI when a 
criminal history revealed a previous DWI 
related conviction from June of 2010. 

White Plains Police Department
Vandalism. On Dec. 27 the North Castle 

Police Department notified White Plains 
Police of a report by a patrol of vandalism 
on Old Orchard Street near Rocky Ledge 
Swim Club and the driveway to the White 
Plains Police Dept. range, where a poster 
of President Barack Obama’s face with a 
swastika on the forehead was spotted.  

Greenburgh Police Department
Petit Larceny. On Dec. 15 the 

complainant, the Loss Prevention officer 
Stop & Shop, reported that two unknown 
persons entered the store at 600 White 
Plains Rd. and presented Coinstar 
receipts to a cashier. The cashier scanned 
the receipts and paid the customers the 
money on the receipts. An internal audit 
was done by the store a few days later 
and it showed that the two transactions 
made were fraudulent. The complainant 
reported that the store had been contacted 

by Coinstar in 2013 and advised that some 
rolls of the security paper it uses were 
stolen. Stop & Shop did not have working 
video at the time of the incident. 

Identity Theft. On Dec. 15 the 
complainant came to police headquarters 
to report that she was alerted by Lifelock 
services that her son’s social security 
number was used at a Macy’s department 
store in Lancaster, Erie, NY, but that the 
credit application was declined due to a 
negative match on his name and date of 
birth. Documentation purposes only at 
this time.

Dog Bite. On Dec. 15 the complainant 
said that when he exited his vehicle a dog 
ran from behind him and bit him twice 
on the right forearm. He had multiple 
bite marks. The dog owner said the dog 
went out an open door of the house and 
ran down the street. The dog was not on a 
leash at the time. The owner said this was 
the first time the dog had behaved this 
way. The dog’s veterinarian was contacted 
for a vaccination history and a bite report 
completed.

Suspicious Incident. On Dec. 14 police 
responded to Pier One Imports where it 
was reported that a male was observed 
sitting inside the Gas Meter pit located 
in front of the store. The male party said: 

“I fell in,” but then stated, “I walked past 
it, I tried to tie my shoe and fell in.” He 
complained of minor pain to his leg and 
lower back. The reporting officer noted 
that the alleged victim’s clothing was clean, 
which was inconsistent with falling into 
the muddy pit, and that his statement that 
he fell on his back was inconsistent with 
the position that he reported landing. He 
was transported to White Plains Hospital 
for evaluation. Video surveillance being 
investigated.

Grand Larceny Credit Card. The 
complainant said she entered T. J. Maxx 
to go shopping on Dec. 13. After shopping 
for 20 minutes she went to the register to 
make a return when she noticed that her 
wallet was missing from her pocketbook. 
The complainant is certain she had the 
wallet when she entered the store and does 
not know what happened. She thinks she 
was pick pocketed, although she did not 
observe anyone suspicious around her or 
remember anyone in her personal space. 
Cash and several credit cards were in the 
wallet. Surveillance video being checked.

SMALL NEWS  
IS BIG NEWS
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Dorothy O’Connor

Dorothy O’Connor, of White Plains, 
died December 31 at her home. She was 
72 years old. She was born January 23, 
1943 in Yonkers, daughter of the late John 
and Julia Wojanowicz. Dorothy worked as 
an executive secretary and bookkeeper for 
Shulman-Jones in Purchase. Surviving are 
her son, Robert O’Connor and daughter-
in-law Debra O’Connor of Stony Point, 
NY and two grandchildren, Amanda and 
Julia O’Connor. Dorothy was preceded in 
death by her husband, John J. O’Connor 
in 1992. Mass of Christian burial will be 
held at the Gate of Heaven Cemetery, on 
Tuesday Jan. 5 at 10 a.m. Entombment 
will follow.

Anthony Cucciarre

Anthony M. Cucciarre, 91, of White 
Plains, passed away peacefully on Dec. 
30 in his 64th year of marriage to his 
loving wife Antoinette (nee Andrassi) 
Cucciarre. Anthony was born on May 8, 
1924 to the late Salvatore and Antonina 

(nee Mandala) Cucciarre in White Plains. 
Anthony was a retired banker from the 
Bank of New York in Port Chester. He 
was also a proud member of the Sons of 
Italy, Knights of Columbus, the Kiwanis 
and Moose lodge. Anthony was survived 
by his two sons, three daughters, four 
grandsons, two granddaughters, five 
great grandchildren, one sister and her 
husband as well as many nieces, nephews 
and cousins. He is predeceased by one 
brother in law. 

Reposing, Hawthorne Funeral Home, 
on Tuesday from 3-7 p.m. Funeral Mass, 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, White 
Plains, on Wednesday at 10:45 a.m. 
Entombment, Ferncliff Mausoleum, 
Hartsdale to follow. 

In lieu of flowers donations to a charity 
of your choice would be appreciated. 

Joseph Bertrand

Joseph Roland Bertrand of White 
Plains passed away suddenly on Dec. 23 
at the age of 51.

Joseph (Joe) will be incredibly missed 

by his wife Michelle of 21 years; sons 
Brandon Joseph, Justin Joseph and Ryan 
Joseph; parents Austin and Bernal; sisters 
Charmaine and Portia (Gillian) her 
husband Eric and loving in-laws, nieces, 
nephews, cousins, other relatives and 
close friends.

Joe was born in Trinidad and Tobago 
and migrated to Brooklyn in 1977. He 
graduated from Bishop Loughlin High 
School in 1982 and earned a double 
degree in Math and Computer Science 
at SUNY Old Westbury. He went on to 
complete a Bachelor’s degree in Science, 
then a Masters degree of Science- Nurse 
Practitioner at Pace University. Joe 
worked as a Registered Nurse at New 
York Presbyterian Weill Cornell Medical 
Center in Manhattan and truly loved his 
job.

Joe was a dedicated husband, father, 
uncle, son, brother and friend who really 
enjoyed spending time with the ones 
he loved. Investing his time in uplifting 
others was one of his passions. In 2013, 
Joe was part of a mission team that went 
to Guyana to teach safe medical practices 

to Guyanese health care professionals 
and rendered care in rural areas. Joe was 
also very entrepreneurial and was one of 
the owners of the recently opened BK9 
Restaurant and Bar in Brooklyn.

Memorial donations may be made to 
the American Heart Association  www.
heart.org. 

Obituaries

I would like to encourage readers  to 
attend an important public hearing 
being held by the Greenburgh Town 
Board  on Wednesday  evening  Jan. 
13 at 7:30 p.m.  This hearing, which 
is required by New York State law, 
concerns a proposal to build 272 
apartments on Lawrence Street –across 
from the Rivertowns Square shopping 
and residential complex, which is  
on the other side of the Saw Mill  
River Parkway.

At this hearing the Town Board will 
not decide whether to approve or reject 
the application. This is the first of many 
hearings on a draft scoping document. 
Many residents have contacted Town 
Board members and myself to express 
opposition to the proposal, pointing 
out that the area is already over-
congested and that we haven’t been able 
to determine the impacts of Rivertowns 
Square, which is under construction. 

During the review process we 

are required to consider mitigation 
measures that could address some of 
the serious concerns residents have.

Mitigation measures that could be 
studied during the review process: 
widening Saw Mill River Road; 
sidewalks on Saw Mill River Road - all 
paid for by the developer. Requiring 
the developer to pay for new parking 
structures in downtown Ardsley 
and at area train stations since train 
stations and downtown Ardsley do not 

currently have adequate parking for 272 
additional families. And Ardsley school 
related concerns.

Between now and January 13, it would 
be greatly appreciated if readers would 
think of other mitigation  suggestions 
that could be considered during 
the coming months by the Greenburgh 
Town Board and Planning Board.

–Paul Feiner, 
Greenburgh Town Supervisor

The White Plains Public Schools’ 
Family Information Center announces 
the official Kindergarten Registration 
Period beginning on Monday, Jan. 6and 
continuing through Friday, Feb. 26. 

All children who will turn five 
by December 31, 2016 and who 
live in White Plains are eligible for 
kindergarten in September 2016. 
Parents are urged to call 422-2038 as 

soon as possible to make a registration 
appointment.

Under the Controlled Parents’ Choice 
Program, parents who complete their 
children’s kindergarten registration by 

Feb. 26 can indicate which of the five 
elementary schools they prefer for their 
children.   

For more information, call the Family 
Information Center at 422-2038.

Greenburgh Town Supervisor Invites Public Comment on Development Proposal

It’s Time to Register for September 2016 Kindergarten Enrollment

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 

editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 

editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com.  

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide 

their name, address and contact 
information. 

Letters Policy

To advertise in The White Plains Examiner, 
call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

advertising@theexaminernews.com
To inquire about paid subscriptions, email subscriptions@theexaminernews.com 

for pricing and other details.

PO Box 611, Mount Kisco, NY 10549 • 914-864-0878 www.TheExaminerNews.com
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com
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Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs
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707 Nepperhan Ave. • Yonkers, NY 
24 Hr. Tel (914) 965-5395 •Fax (914) 965-9752

www.jfjfuel.com

• Heating Oil-Commerical & Residential • Diesel Fuel
• Full Oil Heating Service and Installations • Oil Tank Installation and Removal 
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• Serving Westchester County and The Bronx
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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The sixties have 
gone down in 
history as the era 
of sex, drugs, and 
rock and roll. For 
some Baby Boomers 
much wisdom has 
been gained in these 
fleeting moments 
of youthful folly. 

It was the time of Flower Power, a 
libertine movement that weeded out the 
traditional values of self-prudence and 
restraint. In the naiveté of youth, and 
search for unbridled self-expression and 
fulfillment, many baby boomers lost 
sight of life’s realities and limitations 
under a cloud of purple haze of reckless 
abandon. 

In hindsight, the old adage holds true 
in this case that, time heals all wounds, 
though one must pass through the hell 
of the healing process.

The consequences and realities of 
the sex, drugs, and rock and roll were 
manifold, i.e., hearing loss, venereal 
disease, and Hepatitis C. Regretfully, 
nostalgic memories have a bias against 
the less fortunate realities of days 

passed. Like ignorance, nostalgia is 
bliss.

The hippies, along with the multitude 
of pseudo hippie wannabes, found a 
false self-induced nirvana in drugs 
and narcotics. For many it was a bad 
trip that ended up with a diagnosis of 
Hepatitis C, the silent 
killer. It appears, the 
mind-expanding drugs 
of the sixties in reality 
constricted many a 
Baby Boomer’s mind 
that squeezed out their 
common sense making them risk 
oblivious.

Today, 47 years post Woodstock, this 
silent killer has infected 3.2 million 
Americans, of which 75 percent are baby 
boomers. It takes the lives of thousands 
of Americans annually, and accounts 
for 45 percent of all liver transplants. 
Even more startling, is the fact that 45 
percent of those infected by the virus are 
unaware they have it. It is worth noting 
that Hepatitis C can also be spread by 
sharing razor blades and toothbrushes, 
manicures and pedicures, and in the 
past via tattoos and blood transfusions. 

Even though the virus is not a STD, it is 
a blood born disease that may be passed 
on with casual and inattentive sex. 

For those who were screened and 
tested positive, a healthy and disciplined 
lifestyle along with a good diet helped 
to minimize the progression of the virus 

that attacks the liver. Prior to the 
1990’s the virus was referred to 
as Non A Non B Hepatitis. Until 
that time it was not isolated as a 
separate type of hepatitis virus 
strain. Once it was identified, the 
chronic side effects that slowly 

destroy the liver starting with fibrosis, 
moving on to cirrhosis, and ultimately 
liver cancer, were also acknowledged. 

The medical community responded 
by prescribing pegylated interferon 
drugs, a regimen requiring self-
injections (quite an irony) along with 
the devastating side effects of chemo. It 
also offered a low cure rate. As expected 
the majority of the stricken Baby 
Boomers opted out of this protocol 
in favor of alternative and traditional 
oriental modalities, in anticipation of a 
miracle cure. 

The miracle cure arrived in January of 

2015, in the form of a single pill to be 
taken once a day, with little or no side 
effects. This new miracle drug Harvoni 
needs to be taken for only four to twelve 
weeks offering a 99 percent cure rate. 
It is now time for all Baby Boomers to 
get screened, and to look into this new 
drug for those who have tested positive. 

Well better late with a cure then being 
referred to as the late Mr. or Ms. The 
party of a good life can now continue 
Hepatitis C free. 

Dr. Richard Cirulli is a retired 
Business Professor, consultant, writer, 
Innocent bystander and critic at large. 
He looks forward to your comments at 
profcirulli@optonline.net. 

Guest 
Column

“It is now time for 
Baby Boomers to 
be screened for 
Hepatitis C.”
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continued from page 3
Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL

Boomerang

By Richard Cirulli

Hippies, Hepatitis “C” and Harvoni 
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Is your life in balance? The New Year 
is a great time to take stock of your 
routine and make improvements where 
necessary.

Here are some thoughtful habits to 
consider incorporating into your day in 
the coming year.

Find Time to Decompress
• If you’re a morning person, get out 

of bed 30 minutes earlier than normal 
to wake up with your favorite coffee or 
tea and think about what you need to 
accomplish for the day.

• More of a night owl? Spend at least 30 
minutes before going to sleep to unplug 
from technology and relax with a new 

book you’ve had on your list to read.
• Schedule time for exercise to reduce 

stress and maintain a healthy lifestyle. 
Planning workouts ahead of time will 
make you more likely to stick to them.

Write Everything Down
• Handwritten notes and to-do lists 

will reinforce your memory of the tasks 
you need to conquer. They also give 
you the option to look at what you need 
to do for the day and prioritize the list. 
Consider a personal planner, such as 
those from the popular AT-A-GLANCE 
collection, which includes a variety of 
styles that reflect your personality and 
organizational needs.

• Documenting your day not only 
keeps you organized, but also provides 
you with an opportunity to look back and 
reflect on your life’s accomplishments, 
memories and milestones from the year.

Balanced Diet, Balanced Life
• Maintaining a healthy, balanced diet 

will help you feel great, and can increase 
your focus, energy levels and productivity.

• Plan out your meals ahead of time 
before going shopping by marking them 
in a calendar. This will give you more 
time during the week to cook and prepare 
meals, without having to make frequent 
trips to the store or feel tempted to grab 
take-out. You’ll be more likely to stick 

with the habit if you love the calendar you 
use, so consider something easy on the 
eyes, such as an AT-A-GLANCE fashion 
planner.

• Cooking your own fresh meals can 
help keep your bank account balanced, 
and is often much healthier than food 
from a restaurant. And spending time 
in the kitchen is also a stress reliever for 
some people.

Make a fresh start. The beginning of 
a new year is the perfect time to make 
positive changes to how you schedule and 
organize your time.

This article is reprinted with permission 
by statepoint.net.

Is Your Life in Balance? Healthy Habits to Try in 2016

YWCA Human Rights Day Event Focuses on Women of Color

County Executive Rob Astorino Responds to Governor’s Homeless Shelter Mandate

The YWCA White Plains 
& Central Westchester’s 
annual Human Rights Day 
event was filled to capacity 
last month.  Over 200 people 
attended to learn about the State 
of Women of Color,  this year’s 
theme.

Maria Imperial, Chief 
Executive Officer of the 
YWCA  greeted guests and 
introduced County Executive 
Rob Astorino, who used the 
inspiring story of Malala 
Yousfzai, the Pakistani activist 
for female education and the 
youngest-ever Nobel Prize 
laureate, to demonstrate the 
potential of women and girls. 

Keynote speaker Dr. Belinda 
Miles, President of Westchester 
Community College, spoke of 
the responsibility we all have to 
help others.  “We should lead by 
example, pave the way for the 
next generation, and commit 
ourselves to opening doors of 
access and opportunity for our 
girls and women of color. Their future and 
our future depends on it,” Miles said.

Dr. Jin Li, Associate Professor of Clinical 

Neurology, New York Medical College, 
talked about the health challenges many 
women face.  Though there has been 

progress, she noted, “Health is a critical 
component of women’s economic security 
and overall well-being. Poor health 

can pose obstacles to financial 
stability, educational attainment, 
and employment.”

According to a YWCA USA 
2015 report on racism, by the 
year 2050, women of color 
will constitute 53 percent of all 
women in the United States, yet 
they continue to be marginalized.  
Zenaida Mendez, Director 
of Manhattan Neighborhood 
Network and a former president 
of the National Organization 
for Women in New York State 
(NOW-NYS), spoke about the 
marginalization of women of 
color, and yet, demographically, 
Latinas are growing in numbers 
and should use that strength in 
numbers to their benefit. But she 
also cautioned that, “Poverty is 
the greatest human rights issue,” 
reminding the audience of the 
purpose of the event.

Julia Nesbitt, organized the 
event as Director of the YWCA 
Racial Justice Initiatives. 

For more information about 
the Racial Justice Initiative at the YWCA, 
call  914-949-6227  or send an email 
to jnesbitt@ywcawpcw.org. 

As temperatures began to sink well 
below the freezing mark on Monday, Jan. 4, 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo released a statement 
that all homeless people in New State State 

should be removed from the streets by 
local governments and put in shelters for 
their own safety if the temperature dips 
below 32 degrees Fahrenheit.

Already vocal about the affect state 
programs have on county and other 
local municipality budgets, Westchester 
County Rob Astorino released a statement 
in response on Monday evening.

“Westchester already has programs in 
place that meet the Executive Order.  If 
the state is going to dictate additional 
requirements, we ask for them to pay their 
full cost and not leave the county with 
another unfunded mandate.  Currently 
the state pays only 29 cents of every dollar 
we spend on sheltering the non-family 
homeless population.  Also, if the state is 
serious about this and not just playing 
political games with the New York City 

Mayor, the constitutional issues in taking 
people off the streets must be carefully 
evaluated. Helping the homeless is a lot 
more complicated than simply rounding 
them up and bringing them to a shelter,” 
Astorino stated.

Organizers and volunteers of  the YWCA of  White Plains & Central Westchester symposium on the State of  Women of  Color join 
event speakers (seated from left to right) Moderator, Judith Beville, Greenburgh Town Clerk; Dr. Jin Li of  New York Medical 
College; Keynote speaker, Dr. Belinda Miles, President of  Westchester Community College, and Zenaida Mendez of  Manhattan 
Neighborhood Network.

Advertise in The 
White Plains 

Examiner   
914-864-0878 
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The Top 10 List of New Year’s Resolutions for Your Home
The National Association of Realtors 

has an advisory service called House 
Logic, which dispenses all kinds of useful 
information. Very cleverly, it kicked 
off 2016 by issuing the top New Year’s 
resolutions for the home that normally 
would be associated with personal resolve.  
Paraphrased, I share them here.

Lose weight (cut energy use). Surveys 
show that more than any other New Year’s 
resolution, people want to lose weight. In 
terms of our homes, the advice given here 
is to check your HVAC ductwork, which 
can be a tremendous energy waster, leaking 
heating and cooling air through holes and 
loose connections According to Energy 
Start, sealing and insulating a home’s 
ductwork can improve the efficiency of a 
heating and cooling system by as much as 
20 percent, while making your home more 
comfortable, added benefits of a more 
efficient system includes an extended 
lifespan for your furnace, air conditioner, 
or heat pump. Be sure to use duct sealant, 
called mastic, to seal the seams, holes and 
connections. Sometimes the confusingly 
named “duct tape” is used, which doesn’t 
provide a permanent solution.  

Quit Smoking (purify indoor air). 
The Environmental Protection Agency 

identifies indoor air 
quality as one of the top 
environmental health 
hazards, and it’s the one 
that we tend to think the 
least about. Yet, indoor 
air is full of potential 
contaminants, such as 
dust, mold spores, pollen, 
and viruses. The problem 
is at its worst during 
winter, when windows and 
doors are shut tight. The 
best way to deal with this 
is to change furnace filters 
regularly. Interestingly, 
last year I bought a top of 
the line Dimplex electric 
insert fireplace that makes 
a flame that looks like the 
genuine item. When I was told it came 
with an air purification system, it really 
didn’t influence my decision one way or 
the other, but reminded of the hazards of 
indoor air quality; I plan to make use of it 
regularly this season.

Get out of debt (budget for improvements). 
Here’s an interesting statistic that this 
advisory produced: LendingTree.com 
places average costs of yearly maintenance 

and upkeep at 1 percent to 3 
percent of your home’s initial 
price. That means that the owner 
of a $500,000 home should budget 
between $5,000 and $15,000 each 
year for upkeep and replacements.

Learn something new (educate 
yourself on home finances). A 
tip given here is to learn how to 
improve your insurance score. 
Letting credit card debt build up 
is a black mark on credit history 
and an indicator that an insurance 
claim is more likely to be filed. 
The more claims, the higher risk 
a person is to insurance agencies, 
lowering insurance scores and 
raising rates. It’s also important to 
keep payments on loans current. 
Delinquent payments also result in 

a lower insurance score.
 Get Organized (de-clutter). De-clutter is 

probably the word most frequently used in 
real estate, certainly when it’s time to sell. 
It’s also not such a bad idea for those of us 
who are planning to stay put, but just want 
to live a more organized life.  

Drink less (curb home water use). 
Making a few simple changes can save 
you hundreds of dollars from your annual 
water bill. These include installing low-
flow showerheads and high-efficiency 
toilets, which use compressed air and 
electric water pumps to flush with less 
than 1 gallon of water, while older models 
required up to eight gallons.

Volunteer (support your community). 
My favorite aspect of community life is 
pitching in around the neighborhood 
while benefitting the value of my own 

property at the same time. My pet project is 
the battle against litter. For some years, I’ve 
put on my bright orange vest on a specified 
spring cleanup day to pick up litter. But I 
don’t limit that chore to that one specific 
day. Whenever I see litter on my street,  
I pick it up. It gives me great satisfaction.  

Spend more time with family (share 
home improvement projects). Spending 
quality time with your family takes quality 
planning. A really great suggestion is to 
make a home emergency preparedness kit. 
It’s a good, non-scary way to teach small 
children about what to do if there’s an 
emergency.

Get fit (exercise your DIY Skills). Routine 
home maintenance and repair is a double 
win — you’ll burn calories while keeping 
your house and property in tip-top shape. 
My workout routine through the years 
has been gardening which is calculated to 
burn about 200 calories per hour.

Be less stressed (use maintenance free 
materials). Recommended here is the 
installation of low-maintenance materials 
and products designed for durability and 
long, trouble-free service. And a revelation 
to me when I had recessed lighting 
installed was to choose LED. When I told 
my electrician that it looked like it would 
be difficult for me to get to the bulbs, he 
told me not to worry about it…that the 
bulbs would outlast me by at least 20 years.  

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com and his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru and his team
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Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.

First Westchester 2016 Baby Born at 
Northern Westchester Hospital

Northern Westchester Hospital in Mount Kisco is proud to be the first hospital in Westchester County 
to welcome a baby in 2016. Nelson Garcia was born at 2:10 a.m. on Jan. 1, 2016, to proud parents 
Marinel Garcia and Nelson Bautista of  Mount Kisco. Nelson is their first child.

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL PHOTO

Kilpatrick and Fredette  
Shoot It Out At County Center

Westchester Knicks guard Jimmer Fredette shoots over former White Plains High School standout 
Sean Kilpatrick in Saturday afternoon’s 106-97 Knicks win over theDelaware 87ers at the 
Westchester County Center. Kilpatrick had 23 points in the 87er loss, while Fredette scored a 
game-high 27.

ANDREW JACOBS PHOTO
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Your Wine Preferences: Do You Know What You Know?
What are you 

drinking these days?
I’ve written about 

numerous wines, 
from innumerable 
regions, crafted 
from multitudinous 
grape varieties. I’ve 

focused on tried-and-
true wines, and fringe 

wines hoping to attain a mainstream 
recognition. 

My mantra has always been to 
experiment. A regular practice of 
sampling new wines will invariably lead 
to consumers finding their “new favorite 
wine,” a phrase I frequently employ.

Of course, most of us have our go-to 
wines, the ones we consider our comfort 
wines, those wines that are consistently 
reliable palate-pleasers. But there are so 
many wines in the marketplace today 
that have the potential of replacing, 
or at least supplementing, your core 
cache of favorite wines. For many of us, 
finding our current favorite wines was 
accidental, a result of experimenting with 
a wine recommended by our local wine 
merchant, or a sommelier at a forward-
thinking restaurant. Many of our current 
favorites replaced long-standing previous 
favorites.

I am intrigued by the divergent 
demographics of today’s wine consumer. 

In my travels, I’ve classified them into 
three very broad categories. With due 
credit to (two-time) former Secretary of 
Defense Donald Rumsfeld, they are: 

“I know what I know” consumers, with 
blinders full-on, who have been drinking 
the same wines since their first adult sip. 

“I know what I don’t know” tipplers, 
who are aware of the vast 
choices currently in the 
marketplace, but feel no 
compulsion to venture 
outside their self-created 
boundaries. 

And my favorite: the 
“I don’t know what I 
don’t know” adventurers. 
Rather than intentionally 
shunning the vast, 
unknown universe of wine choices, they 
approach each purchase decision-point 
with a clean slate (and clean palate). 

Into which category do you fall?
The reality of the wine consumption 

landscape in the United States in 2016 is 
fairly clear. There is a wide swath of the 
wine consuming public that views wine 
as a pleasurable companion to a meal, 
but not necessarily a vital component of 
it. A significant percentage of consumers 
purchase Pinot Grigio without giving a 
second thought to the endless alternatives 
of light, aromatic and structured white 
wines. Merlot commands a substantial 

market share as a middle-of-the-road, 
middle-of-the-palate wine of choice.

Two recent surveys shed further, 
statistical, light on the drinking habits of 
American wine consumers. 

The 2015 American Wine Consumer 
Preference Survey, published by Sonoma 
State University and the Wine Business 

Institute, polled 1,072 
demographically diverse 
consumers. The survey 
participants received a 
list of grapes and were 
asked to pick all of their 
favorites. The top choice? 
Chardonnay. Rounding 
out the top five (in order of 
preference): Merlot, White 
Zinfandel, Pinot Grigio 

and Cabernet Sauvignon/Pinot Noir (tied 
for fifth). Their favorite style?  Over 50 
percent preferred fruity, semi-sweet and 
smooth. Contrary to popular belief, only 
26 percent preferred dry wines. 

When I reviewed the report, I must 
say I was a bit surprised at the results. It 
seems the “I know what I know” group 
dominates the wine market. Each of the 
top five wines has been a best seller for 
years. However, I assumed that more wine 
consumers were experimenting with,  
or at least expanding, their choices over 
the last decade. 

About to consider my mantra to 

experiment with new wines a failure, 
I came across another survey (keep 
searching until you find statistics that 
comport to your viewpoint?).

This survey, a tabulation of inquiries 
on the wine website Wine-searcher.
com, reaches a different conclusion than 
the 2015 American Wine Consumer 
Preference Survey. 

Wine-searcher has compiled a list of 
nearly eight million wines, as submitted by 
over 50,000 merchants. Tens of millions of 
consumers submit inquiries in search of 
wines. Over the past year, the top grape 
searches were for Pinot Noir, followed 
by Cabernet Sauvignon. Chardonnay, 
followed by Sauvignon Blanc, was the top 
white wine search. 

Which survey reflects your preferences?
Whether the subject is wine 

preferences, or more esoteric topics such 
as your favorite ice cream, political party 
or world leader, we can all find surveys 
that support our preferences. I know that 
I know that. 

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at  
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine

By Nick Antonaccio

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 010516
AUCTIONS
Income Properties in Newport, VT 
Auctions: Thurs., Jan 28 25-Unit Apt. 
Building, 27,500+/-SF Ind. Building, & 
28,000+/-SF Ind. Building THAuction.
com *800-634-7653

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

HELP WANTED
NEW YEAR, NEW AIRLINE CAREERS  
Get trained as FAA certified Aviation 
Technician. Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assistance. Over-
night classes available. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 

Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LEGALS
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
WHOLESOME GROWTH LLC d/b/a 
Kumon of White Plains. Arts of Org 
filed with Scy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
3/27/2015. Office location: WESTCHES-
TER county. SSNY  designated agent 
upon whom process may be served and 
shall mail copy of process against LLC to: 
476 SHELTON RD TRUMBULL, CT, 
06611. Principal business address: 600 
N BROADWAY WHITE PLAINS, NY 
10603. Purpose: any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SO-
RENSEN HC ADVISORS LLC.  Articles 
of Incorporation filed with NY Secy of 
State (SSNY) on 7/7/14. Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY is designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 15 Petersville Road, Mt. Kisco, NY 
10549. Purpose: General.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GELIX, 
LLC. Art. of Org. filed with Sec’y of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 9/17/2015. Office 
location in Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 333 N. Bed-
ford Rd. Ste. 230, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Thrive HR Solu-
tions, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY  
on 7/27/15. Office in Westchester County.  
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: United States Corpora-
tion Agents, 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of M.J. Fish LLC 
filed with the Secretary of State of NY on 
November 17, 2015.  SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against may be served.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 302 West Main Street, 
Suite 155, Avon, CT 06001.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.

NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS Up 
to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Payment 
Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices Paid!! 
Call Juley Today! 800-413-3479 www.
CashForYourTestStrips.com

TOP CASH PAID ON THE SPOT! - WE 
BUY Baseball Cards, Autographs, Re-
cords, Silver Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jew-
elry, Comics Etc., Call Joe Today @ 914-
310-5153

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail  
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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H The Restaurant Examiner

The Examiner’s Guide to Dining Deals and Discounts
By Jerry Eimbinder

Many cost-savings deals offered by 
restaurants are described below. Some 
of these deals are available only on 
specific days or nights of the week. 
Special conditions may apply and most 
restaurants reserve the right to make 
substitutions depending on availability of 
ingredients. Prices are per person unless 
otherwise indicated and do not include 
tax or gratuity. Happy Hour discounts are 
not covered in this article.
12 Grapes, Peekskill 

Wednesday burger night. Six different 
burgers are offered including “Electric 
Beef ” (with cheddar cheese, barbecue 
sauce and  jalapeños); “Bravo Avocado” 
(with avocado and Swiss cheese), and a 
vegetarian option called “Any Port-obello 
in a Storm” (portobello mushroom, 
mozzarella and roasted red peppers with 
garlic aoli). All the burgers are served on 
a brioche bun ($10 including hand-cut 
French fries). 

Wednesday Ladies Night. Martinis ($6) 
and wine by the glass ($6).

Thursday night dinner deal. Choice 

of soup or salad plus an entrée such as 
chicken with risotto, mushroom ravioli, 
Cajun catfish and more. Add a small 
dessert for $3 more ($18 for a two-course 
or  $21 for a three-course meal).
Anna Maria’s, Larchmont

Wednesday two-course pasta night. 
Appetizer choices: salads, mussels in white 
wine, or zucchini sticks. Pasta choices: 
rigatoni bolognese, tortellini, penne al 
pesto (fried eggplant and mozzarella), 
linguini or covatelli with artichokes and 
cremini mushrooms ($19).
Ben’s of Scarsdale, Scarsdale

Wednesday dinner platter. Select from 
four offerings: corned beef with cabbage 
and boiled potato; meat loaf with mashed 
potatoes and corn; chicken in the pot 
loaded with kreplach, matzo ball, noodles, 
peas and carrots; or chef ’s choice of the 
day ($16.99 each). 

Thursday turkey dinner. Soup, roast 

turkey (choice of white or dark meat) with 
cranberry sauce, stuffing, gravy, mashed 
or candied sweet potatoes, and choice of 
vegetable ($19.99 or $24.99 with a glass of 
wine).
Buon Amici, White Plains

Two-course meal. An entrée with mixed 
salad and coffee or tea. Entrée choices: 
fettuccine or gnocchi pesto; cavatelli 
with spinach and sun-fried tomatoes; 
rigatoni with eggplant; cheese or meat 
Alfredo; stuffed shells; spinach tortellini; 
linguine with salmon chunks; eggplant 
parmigiana; and four different chicken 
dishes including chicken cacciatore off 
the bone and chicken Scarpariello off the 
bone ($10.95 each) or Tilapia Marachiara 
($13.95). 
  California Pizza Kitchen, Scarsdale 

Restaurant loyalty program. By joining 
the program, patrons receive one of 
the following free small plates with 
their meal: mac and cheese, white corn 
guacamole, asparagus arugula salad, spicy 
Tinga quesadilla, petite wedge, Bianco 
flatbread, shaved mushroom and spinach 
flatbread, spicy fennel sausage or plobano 
flatbread. For every $100 spent, loyalty 
program members receive a $5 award on 
their accounts and a free desert on their 
birthdays.  
Chutney Masala, Irvington 

Two-course lunch. Appetizers: a 
combination of crisps, yogurt, potato 
chickpeas and chutneys; onion fritters; 
potato samosa; tilapia; or patties of baby 
spinach, fenugreek leaves, lentils and 
cheese. Entrées are served with long-
grain Himalayan basmati rice and nan 
bread and include cheese and spinach, 
cauliflower and potatoes, roasted skinless 
eggplant mash, chicken tikka, chicken 
curry, lamb, curried fish, or shrimp in 
coconut infused sauce ($16).
Cortlandt Colonial Manor, Cortlandt Manor

Wednesday Jan. 13. This is National 
Peach Melba Day  — a free Peach  
Melba is included for dessert with every 
entree ordered.

Monday Jan. 25. National Irish Coffee 
Day. Irish Coffee is served for $1.

February 1-10. Wine cellar clearance 
offer. Bottles of wine with damaged or 
stained labels and discontinued wines will 
be on sale. These bottles previously cost 
$19 to $43 and will be priced at $12.
Don Tommaso’s, Yorktown

Three-course meal. Available all day 
Sunday through Thursday and before 5 
p.m. Friday and Saturday ($23).
  Goldfish, Ossining

Friday and Saturday three-course 
menu. Appetizer, soup or salad, entrées 
including Korean barbecue monk fish 
and a 1-1/4-pound pan-roasted lobster; 
dessert is included ($25.95).

Sunday to Thursday three-course menu. 
Appetizer, soup or salad, and entrée. 
Many entrées to pick from including 
salmon stuffed with crabmeat, New York 
strip steak, or seared sea scallops, and 
dessert ($18)

Monday to Friday three-course lunch. 
Same menu as Sunday to Thursday three-
course meal ($18). 

Mima Vinoteca, Irvington
Monday wine discount night. One half-

off discount is given for house bottles of 
wine.

Tuesday pasta night. A three-course 
pasta dinner is offered starting with a 
choice of salad, followed by a selection 
from pasta pomodoro, margherita, 
bolognese or meatballs and gelato is 
served for dessert ($31).

Two-course lunch. Choice of salad plus 
pasta with coffee, tea or soda ($19).
Morton’s, White Plains

Burger or steak sandwich. Prime 
9-ounce burger with fries or prime 
ribeye steak open sandwich and glass 
of Raymond Vineyards, Napa Valley, 
cabernet sauvignon — this deal is available 
in the bar area only ($25).
MP Taverna, Irvington

Monday to Friday “The MP Meal.” 

A combination plate, items are served 
together and include an appetizer, entrée, 
and a dessert of the day. Different selection 
each day of the week. Monday: soup and 
chicken souvlaki; Tuesday: tomato salad 
and cavatelli; Wednesday: crab cake and 
grilled chicken salad; Thursday: meatballs 
and beef burger; Friday: MP salad and 
grilled branzino ($15). 
Orfino’s, Briarcliff Manor

Sunday through Thursday dinner for 
two. One shared appetizer, one shared 
dessert and two entrées — choose any 
two entrées on the menu priced up to $28 
($59 per couple).Tuesday and Wednesday 
pasta nights. Choice of pasta with a salad 
($13).
Plates, Larchmont

Wine Wednesday.  No charge to “Bring 
Your Own Bottle.”

Mid-week, two-course dinner. Chose 
two items from the appetizer, entrée and 
dessert selections ($30)

Sunday brunch. Half-price off for 
bottles of wine. 
River Grill, Sleepy Hollow

Monday lobster night. A 1-1/4-pound 
lobster comes with potatoes and a 
vegetable ($18.95)

Thursday rib night. An 18-ounce prime 
rib is served with potatoes and vegetables 
($18.95)
Saint George, Hastings-on-Hudson

Sunday dinner for two. The menu 
changes every week. A couple splits an 
appetizer and they receive two entrees, 
two sides and coffee or soft drinks ($29 
per person). 
Sofito, White Plains

Monday night dinner. “Paella and Para 
El.” One bottle of wine, one appetizer, a 
paella dish for two and one dessert ($55 
per couple).

Tuesday night dinner. Similar to the 
Monday night dinner except that the 
appetizer is replaced by a second dessert.

Wednesday night salsa lesson. One 
hour of instruction plus a glass of  
sangria ($15).

Chef/owner Anna Maria Santorelli of  Anna Maria’s 
in Larchmont.

 Chef  Victor Falcon, left, and Chris Raimo, founder 
and owner of  Buon Amici in White Plains. Chef/owner Michael Psilakis of  MP Taverna in 

Irvington.

Chef/owner Matthew Karp of  Plates in Larchmont.
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Jan. 5
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. This week’s 

presentation is about An Odd Couple: 
Jonathan Pollard and Lori Berenson. 
Both are Jewish Americans who were 
found guilty of crimes involving a foreign 
nation. Both were recently released from 
long prison terms within two weeks of 
each other. Both got married while in 
prison. And yet one was the darling of 
the American left while the other’s main 
support came from the religious right. 
David Gravitz, a member of Congregation 
Kol Ami, White Plains, will talk about 
Pollard and Berenson, what they did; why 
they did it (if that can ever be explained); 
why many Americans feel the punishment 
in both cases was extreme and unfair. 
Tuesdays @ Dorry’s gathers “conversation 
partners” weekly for informal table 
talk. There is no charge. Just come and 
order your food from Sylvia and enjoy 
the discussion and the company. Food 
ordering begins at 5:30 p.m. Presentation 
and discussion 6 to 7 p.m. Dorry’s Diner, 
468 Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains; 
914-682-0005.

“The Winter’s Tale.” Acclaimed actor-
director Kenneth Branagh present an 
exceptional series of plays that brings 
together a remarkable group of actors, 
including Judi Dench and Derek Jacobi 
and Kenneth Branagh.  This timeless 
Shakespeare tragicomedy of obsession 
and redemption is reimagined in a new 
production co-directed by Rob Ashford. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. Noon. Members: $25.  
Non-members: $30; 6:30 p.m. Info and 
tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Wednesday, Jan. 6
Noonday Free Concert. Presented by 

Downtown Music at Grace. The Memling 
Ensemble: Six colleagues from the 
Metropolitan Opera Orchestra play works 
of Schubert, Elgar, Dvorak, and Symphony 
No. 1 of Ludwig van Beethoven as 
arranged by Johann Nepomuk Hummel. A 
Downtown Music debut; 12:10 p.m. 
at Grace Episcopal Church, corner of 
Main St. and Mamaroneck Ave., White 
Plains. This concert is made possible 
with the generous support of NewYork-
Presbyterian Hospital.

Friday, Jan. 8
Tarzan, The Stage Musical  at 

the  White Plains Performing Arts 
Center. Great for the whole family; 2 p.m. 
performances January 9 and 10; 7 p.m. 
performances January 8 and 9; Tickets are 
$25 - $47.  White Plains Performing Arts 
Center is located on the third level of City 
Center off Mamaroneck Avenue and Main 
Street in downtown White Plains.   For 
tickets: visit the theatre box office Monday-
Friday (11a.m. – 6 p.m.), purchase tickets 
online atwww.wppac.com or call 914-328-
1600. For Group Sales, contact barbara@
wppac.com.

Rivalry Basketball. Stepinac to Host 
Iona Prep in Basketball Tripleheader,. The 
excitement gets underway at 4 p.m. when 
the freshmen teams square off, followed 
by a junior varsity game at 5:45 p.m. 
But, the real fever-pitched moment for 
fans from both schools begins 7:30 p.m. 
when the Crusaders and Gaels compete 
on the Stepinac court. The varsity match-
up will be aired Live by MSG Varsity. In 
anticipation of a sell-out, the main offices 
at Stepinac and Iona will begin pre-
selling a fixed amount of tickets starting, 
Tuesday; $5 for adults and $2 for students 
with a school ID and children under 12. 
Tickets will be available at Stepinac at 950 
Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains, from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 5 through 
Friday, Jan. 8 or until the allotted number 
of tickets are sold-out. Each ticket is for 
all three games. However, fans are advised 
that there will be no re-entry if they leave 
the building during the tripleheader and 
that the “no ticket, no entrance” policy will 
be strictly enforced. 

Saturday, Jan. 9
Teaching Trails: A Community Path for 

Environmental Education. Join guided 
trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat.  Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
11:30 a.m. Free. Every Saturday and 
Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Empty Bowls Workshop and 
Fundraiser. Clay Art Center is raising 
awareness about food insecurity and 
hunger in Westchester during its annual 
Empty Bowls workshop and fundraiser. For 
the past 16 years the center has mobilized 
hundreds of community members and 
artists to create thousands of handmade 
ceramic bowls in partnership with the Rye 
Presbyterian Church. All proceeds will 

be donated to the soup kitchens of Port 
Chester. Clay Art Center, 40 Beech St., 
Port Chester. 1 to 2 p.m. or 2:30 to 3:30 
p.m. $15. Info: 914-937-2047 ext. 240 or 
e-mail communityarts@clayartcenter.org.

Sunday, Jan. 10
Three Kings Day Holiday Party. For 

more than 10 years, Northern Westchester 
Hospital staff has worked with a growing 
number of community partners to create 
a joyous and meaningful Three Kings Day 
celebration for Latino families that reflects 
the hospital’s commitment to serving this 
often underserved population. Includes 
breakfast and Latino Christmas carols; 
children will receive presents from the 
Three Kings. Sponsored by the department 
of Pediatrics in partnership with Neighbors 
Link. Northern Westchester Hospital, 400 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Free. 

MLK Interfaith Concert. The Interfaith 
Connection and Westchester Martin 
Luther King Jr. Institute for Nonviolence 
present and interfaith community concert 
in honor of MLK; 4 p.m., Memorial United 
Methodist Church, 250 Bryant Ave., White 
Plains. Refreshments following concert; no 
admission charge, there will be a free-will 
offering. Transportation available. Please 
bring non-perishable food items for our 
Westchester neighbors. For information 
contact MLK Institute at 914-949-6555 or 
connect@mlkwestchester.org.

Nature in the New Year. Join a 
naturalist to observe and learn about 
winter wildlife. Meet some special animal 
friends along the way. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. 
Members: Free. Non-members: $8 per 
person. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Monday, Jan. 11
Monday Bird Walk. Go birding with 

the Saw Mill River Audubon. Beginners 
encouraged. Rockefeller State Park 
Preserver, 125 Phelps Way, Pleasantville. 
8:30 a.m. Free. Info: Visit www.
sawmillriveraudubon.org.

Young Explorers Story Time. Nature 
discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests or 
landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is spent 
outdoors. For children three to five years 
old; with a parent or caregiver. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 per child. Non-

member: $12 per child. Every Monday 
(except Jan. 18). Info: 914-723-3470  or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org

Tuesday, Jan. 12
Affordable Housing in Westchester: 

The Settlement and its Costs. The 
League of Women Voters presents its 
monthly top topic breakfast with this 
discussion. Westchester County entered 
into a settlement agreement in 2009 with 
the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development that calls for the 
development of 750 units of affordable 
housing by the end of this year. Guest 
speaker Norma Drummond, the county’s 
deputy commissioner of planning, will 
update the status of the settlement and 
what the county is doing to address 
affordable housing needs. Open to the 
general public. El Dorado West Diner, 480 
S. Broadway, Tarrytown. 8:30 a.m. Free. 
RSVP required. Info and RSVP: 914-332-
1301 or e-mail ourtownsleague@gmail.
com.

Tuesdays at Dorry’s. This week’s 
presentation is about an Ad Hoc 
Committee of Felice Gelman, Howard 
Horowitz, Susan Smith and Andrew 
Courtney who came together in early 
fall 2015 to produce a “Call to Action” 
statement on the current refugee crisis. 
The statement engages the Hudson Valley 
region of Westchester and Rockland 
Counties to save and welcome refugees. 
Tuesdays @ Dorry’s gathers “conversation 
partners” weekly for informal table 
talk. There is no charge. Just come and 
order your food from Sylvia and enjoy 
the discussion and the company. Food 
ordering begins at 5:30 p.m. Presentation 
and discussion 6 to 7 p.m. Dorry’s Diner, 
468 Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains; 
914-682-0005.

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefits you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
 

continues on next page
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SMALL NEWS IS  
BIG NEWS

continued from previous page

97-Year-Old Yoga Master to Appear 
at White Plains Public Library

Millions across the globe have been inspired by 97-year-old Tao Porchon-Lynch--World War II 
French Resistance fighter, model, actress, film producer, wine connoisseur, ballroom dancer, and 
yoga master. Porchon-Lynch was named “Oldest Yoga Teacher” by Guinness World Records in 
2012. She will appear at White Plains Public Library on Sunday, Jan.17 at 2p.m. to discuss her 
book, Dancing Light: The Spiritual Side of  Being Through the Eyes of  a Modern Yoga Master.
Porchon-Lynch has been covered by media around the world and her YouTube videos have 
garnered over 2 million views. Her inspirational memoir, Dancing Light, shows us what is possible-–
that we each can live to our highest potential and dance to our own rhythm. For more, go towww.
TheTaoExperience.com. White Plains Public Library is where readers meet writers. The White 
Plains Public Library is located at 100 Martine Avenue, White Plains. For more information visit 
the Library’s website at whiteplainslibrary.org or call 914-422-1480 during regular Library hours.

WPCNA Meeting. The January 
Meeting of the White Plains Council of 
Neighborhood Associations (WPCNA) 
will be held from 7:30- to 9 p.m.  at  The 
Post Road Elementary School Cafeteria, 
175 W. Post Road (corner W. Post Road 
and Soundview Avenue),  White Plains. 
White Plains Public Safety Commissioner 
David Chong will speak about the safety 
of White Plains. Plan to arrive early to get 
a good seat  and allow time for audience 
participation and networking. Light 
refreshments will be available.

Wednesday, Jan. 13
Noonday Free Concert. Presented 

by Downtown Music at Grace. ‘Scape 
Trio:  Nicole  Sharlow, Violin,  Joseph 
Dermody, Viola,  Adriana  Maria  Pera, 
Cello.   The program includes string trios 
of Mozart, Strauss and Reger; 12:10 p.m. 
at Grace Episcopal Church, corner of 
Main St. and Mamaroneck Ave., White 
Plains. 

From Behind the Plow: Berry Brook 
Farm and Rivertowns Farm Markets 
Bring the Field to Your Table. Learn how 
small local farms are transforming our 

food system to bring fresher, healthier, 
diverse and delicious food to our tables. 
Find out how a community supported 
agriculture group (CSA) works and 
determines whether it could be a good 
fit for your family. Enjoy a taste of fresh 
winter produce. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
Refreshments at 7 p.m. Program at 7:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-723-3470  or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Thursday, Jan. 14
Musical Box Performs Genesis’ “The 

Black Show.” Internationally acclaimed 
for its historical re-enactment of early 
Genesis’ works, Musical Box is coming to 
America to perform the emblematic 1974 
performance that made Genesis and Peter 
Gabriel attain rock star status, enjoying to 
this day a cult following from older and 
young music lovers. Tarrytown Music 
Hall, 13 Main St., Tarrytown. 8 p.m. $35, 
$42 and $48. Info and tickets: Visit www.
tarrytownmusichall.org.
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