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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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Blizzard of 2016 Gives Way to Sledding Playland

Latimer: Bipartisan Support Seen to 
End GAP Elimination

Judge Orders White 
Plains Council to Vote 
on FASNY Application

White Plains Schools to Appoint 
New Assist. Superintendent

By Martin Wilbur
State Sen. George Latimer (D-Rye) 

wants to see termination of the Gap 
Elimination Adjustment (GEA) for 
the 2016-17 state budget that would 
reinstate millions of dollars for schools in 
Westchester and throughout the state.

Latimer said he supported the Senate 
Republicans’ measure, which passed last 
week, calling for restoration of 100 percent 
of the funds to school districts this year. 

In Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s proposed 
budget, half of the funds would be 
reinstated; however, the districts located 
within the 37th Senate District that 
Latimer represents, only 42 percent of 

the money is returned. For some school 
systems in his area there is less than one-
third restoration.

For the 15 school districts in Latimer’s 
district, about $4.75 million is currently 
slated to be returned, still leaving a more 
than $6.5 million gap.

“Throughout my tenure in the Senate, 
I have fought to end the GEA,” Latimer 
said. “It is an undue burden unfairly 
imposed on our schools. It shortchanges 
our students, limits our teachers and 
hampers education.”

If Cuomo’s proposal stands, school 
districts would still see outstanding 

By Pat Casey
The White Plains Common Council 

has been ordered to vote on the French 
American School of New York (FASNY) 
Special Permit and Site Plan application 
no later than its next meeting on Feb. 1, 
2016. 

On Jan. 20, Joan B. Lefkowitz, Justice 
of the Supreme Court, filed a preliminary 
negative decision, order and judgment 
in response to a suit filed by FASNY 
against the White Plains Common 
Council, that its Special Permit and Site 
Plan application to build a regional K-12 
school on the site of the former Ridgeway 
Country Club had been denied by a 
Council vote on Aug. 15, 2015. 

In the Court documents, Judge 
Lefkowitz determined that the September 
2014 application by FASNY had not been 

The White Plains Board of Education 
last week announced that it plans to 
appoint Dr. Corey W. Reynolds as Assistant 
Superintendent for Human Resources at its 
Feb. 8 Board Meeting. It is anticipated that 
a three-year contract with Dr. Reynolds 
will be approved at the meeting, which will 
take place at Education House at 7:30 p.m.

Dr. Reynolds emerged as the finalist 
among 70 candidates for the position 
vacated by Scott Persampieri who left 
earlier this month to take a position in 
Syracuse. After initial interviews by the 
Cabinet, the interview team was expanded 

Kids of  all ages came out Sunday to enjoy the bright sunshine and white snow following Saturday’s blizzard that dumped 13.5 inches on White Plains. 
Dozens and dozens gathered on the hills at White Plains High School where the ride downhill was available in waves as the steep slope at the back of  the 
school overlooking the athletic fields is accentuated by a series of  hills. Earlier plows had cleared the school’s entrance roads and parking lots, allowing for 
free spaces that soon filled up. During the height of  the storm White Plains had 85 pieces of  equipment out working including 76 snowplows. The on-street 
overnight parking prohibition was strictly enforced and residents were offered free parking at several city lots from 9 p.m. Friday to 12 p.m. Sunday. A portion 
of  Mamaroneck Avenue and Main Street had been closed due to Con Edison activity. By Sunday afternoon most roads had been plowed and ice melt applied, 
putting the city back on track after a full day of  falling snow and wind that caused most businesses to shut down. In the County, Bee Line bus service shut 
down at 11 a.m. on Saturday and Metro North also closed down Saturday afternoon, each coming back on line Sunday with weekend schedules. Westchester 
Airport, which had to cancel flights, also came back on line with limited service on Sunday. Gov. Cuomo’s travel ban, which closed access to automobiles on 
State roads, was lifted Sunday morning.

continued on page 2
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“Offering you one-of-a kind service”
Now in two locations

For over 70 years, Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation 
Services has helped families say farewell to loved ones 
in a special way. They have used our funeral home 
because of our reputation for highly personalized 
services delivered with unprecedented attention to 
detail and the utmost respect.  

In order to better serve the families in our area 
and offer greater convenience, we have added 
an additional facility. With the acquisition of the 
former McElroy-Flynn Funeral Home, families  
can be assured they will receive the same 
caring, personal service they have come to 
expect from Ballard-Durand in White Plains  
and now in Elmsford.

We encourage you to call us if you have any 
questions, or stop by for a personal tour.

©2012 MKJ Marketing

2 Maple Avenue  •  White Plains, NY  •  914-949-0566
72 East Main Street  •  Elmsford, NY  •  914-592-6300 

www.BallardDurand.com
Find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/BallardDurand

Mat thew J .  F ior i l lo ,  Owner /Funera l  D i rec tor

Once again Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services is proud to be one of 
the nearly 1000 Veterans & Family Memorial Care providers across America that 
is participating in this year’s annual VFMC Stockings for Soldiers initiative. Last 

years program was a huge success. From now thru December 2nd please stop in 
to either funeral home location to pick-up a Free Stocking to take home, decorate 
and stuff with holiday cheer. You will receive a list of recommended items along 

with the free stocking. Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services will ship the 
stockings at their expense, to troops abroad in time for the holidays. “Sending 

our heroes some good tidings and holiday cheer is a great way for us to show our 
support and appreciation for the sacrifi ces they make to keep our country safe 
and secure”said Matthew Fiorillo, owner of Ballard-Durand Funeral & Crema-

tion Services. In addition Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services is also an 
offi cial drop off center for Cell Phones for Soldiers. Please bring in your old cell 

phones to help our troops call home this holiday season. The old cell phones are 
recycled and turned into free calling cards for our heroes. To date VFMC Providers 
nationwide have collected enough old cell phones to provide our troops overseas 
with nearly 4 Million free calling minutes. You may stop by either of our locations 

now thru December 1st on Monday thru Friday between the hours of 9am and 
2pm to pick-up your Free stocking or drop off an old cell phone. 

Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services, 
One-of-a-kind service now in two locations: 

STOCKINGS FOR SOLDIERS
Send our troops a little taste of home for the holidays. 

Advertorial
The following is the first in a series of  
columns from Matthew Fiorillo, of  
Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation 
Services. The columns deal with issues 
families must deal with prior to and after 
a loved one passes away.

Question: My friend’s father recent-
ly died. He wanted to be cremated at 
the time of his death. The funeral di-
rector asked his family for clothing; 
why would they need clothing?
 
Answer:
Often times the family will see their 
loved one before the cremation pro-
cess takes place.  Out of respect we 
encourage families to provide us with 
a full set of clothing including un-
dergarments for this purpose. Many 
times the family will provide their 
loved one’s favorite pair of pants, spe-
cial sweater or dress.  There are no 
rules when it comes to clothing.  If a 
man wasn’t known to wear a suit and 
tie often, that may not be as appropri-
ate as a polo shirt and khaki pants or 
a flannel shirt and blue jeans would 
be. Seeing their loved one in familiar 

clothing will bring the family some 
comfort and create a lasting special 
memory for them.  Some common 
personal possessions that people are 
buried or cremated with include:

    • Family photographs
    • Favorite jewelry
    • Handwritten notes or a  
       favorite book
    • Other sentimental items

It is often misunderstood that if you 
choose cremation, you must forgo all 
other funeral rites.  You can still have 
a traditional viewing or funeral ser-
vice.  Our funeral homes offer the use 
of a special “ceremonial” casket if you 
wish. Or you can achieve many of the 
benefits of a funeral with an intimate 
private family viewing.

voted on by the White Plains Council and 
therefore had not been denied.

She further determined that the White 
Plains Mayor and Council’s decision 
that the September 2014 application 
had been rendered “moot” because of 
the vote on August 15, 2015 to not allow 
the discontinuance and de-mapping of a 
portion of Hathaway Lane and therefore 
“tabled” the vote on the application 
was not appropriate because it did not 
constitute actual disapproval of the 
application.

“Indeed, assuming that by ‘table’ the 
Common Council meant that it was 
putting off a determination, it could not 
logically ‘table’ the 8/5/15 Resolutions on 
the ground that the 2014 Application had 
become ‘moot’. An application becomes 
moot when circumstances render it 
merely academic or hypothetical, so 
that the determination thereof could no 
longer have any meaningful, real-world 
consequence for the applicant – such 
as, for example, if the applicant were to 
withdraw the application before it was 
considered, in which instance there 
would be no determination to put off for 
the simple reason that there would be no 
application to be determined. Thus, if the 
2014 Application were truly ‘moot’ there 
would have been nothing to ‘table’,” the 
Court documents explain.

Since there was no constructive 
disapproval by the Council and because 
the Council did not act in a timely 
manner, it is being forced by the Court to 
make a decision “forthwith.”

Judge Lefkowitz also denied FASNY’s 
request that the vote be by a simple 
majority of the Council (4 to 3) rather 
than a super majority (5 to 2).

During the Aug. 15, 2015 vote a simple 
majority of the Council voted to approve 
the de-mapping of Hathaway Lane. 
Because a super majority was required to 
de-map a city street, the defacto decision 
was against closing a portion of Hathaway 
Lane and therefore against FASNY.

In press releases issued after the judge’s 
preliminary decision, both FASNY and 
the Gedney Association – which tried 
to intervene in the case and was denied 
by the judge – victories were claimed on 
both sides.

In the end, the Common Council must 
take a vote by Feb. 1. If at that time the 
FASNY application is denied, then the 
suit will most likely move forward based 
on that denial.

GEA money of more than $425 million 
statewide, he said.

Last week’s vote drew bipartisan support 
in the Senate, overwhelmingly passing by 

a 53-9 margin. 
The GEA was devised in 2010 to help 

the state cover budget shortfalls by 
diverting money from public education. 
During the past two years, the GEA has 
been reduced by about 60 percent. 

However, with school districts facing 
a maximum tax levy increase of .12 
percent under the state imposed tax cap 

and no mandate relief in sight, school 
officials have expressed concern about 
how current programs and staff will  
be maintained.

While Cuomo’s budget advertised that 
about half of the outstanding funding 
would be restored, in some local districts 
it’s much less than that. White Plains 
would receive $198,000 of its $402,000 
outstanding Gap Elimination funding, 
but Byram Hills in Armonk would receive 
$95,985 under the governor’s executive’s 
proposal. It is owed nearly $320,000. 

The Harrison School District would 
need $420,015 to be made whole, but is 
slated to receive $126,004.

Latimer said a telling and hopeful sign 
is that last week’s vote received broad 
support on both sides of the aisle.

“I believe we have to negotiate this 
into the budget,” Latimer said. “The 
Republicans support it and I support  
it, too.”

SMALL  
NEWS  

IS BIG NEWS

White Plains Schools to Appoint New Assist. Superintendent
continued from page 1
to include representatives of the various 
stakeholder groups in the district. The 
finalist was then interviewed by the Board 
of Education.

Dr. Reynolds comes to White Plains 
from the Ossining School District where 
he has been since 2006.  He is currently 
Principal of the Roosevelt School. He 

holds a Doctor of Education degree from 
Seton Hall University, where he also 
received his Bachelor of Arts degree in 
English. He holds Masters degrees from 
both Fordham University and the College 
of New Rochelle.  

Dr. Reynolds and his family are residents 
of White Plains.
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS 

Jim Brickman is the most successful pianist of the last two 
decades, revolutionizing the sound of the piano with his pop 

instrumentals and star-studded vocal collaborations.  
 

He’s amassed 27 Top 40 singles on the adult contemporary charts, including 14 Top 10 smashes. 
His collaboration with country songstress Martina McBride, “Valentine,” scored a number 1 hit on 
Billboard's Adult Contemporary Chart and a top 10 country hit in 1998. Other Brickman staples in-
clude “Peace” and “The Gift,”  both with Collin Raye ,“Simple Things” with Rebecca Lynn Howard, 

“Never Alone” with Lady Antebellum, and “Love of My Life” with Michael W. Smith. 

 

 

Janet DiFiore was confirmed last week 
by the New York State Senate as the new 
chief judge of the state’s Court of Appeals.

Upon her confirmation, DiFiore 
resigned her position as Westchester 
County district attorney. First Deputy 
District Attorney James McCarty is now 
the acting district attorney.

DiFiore, 60, served for 10 years as 
an assistant district attorney before 
succeeding Jeanine Pirro in the top spot 10 
years ago. She replaces Jonathan Lippman 
as the chief judge after he reached the 
mandatory retirement age of 70.

“Now, having been officially confirmed 
by the New York State Senate, I want 
to again thank the governor and the 
Commission on Judicial Nomination 
for their faith in my ability and for 
recognizing my experience, qualifications 
and fitness to become chief judge,” 
DiFiore said in a Jan. 21 statement. “I also 
want to recognize all the members of the 
Westchester County district attorney’s 
office, prosecutors, investigators and 
support staff who I have worked with 
for two decades for their continued 
dedication and professionalism.”

A special election will be held on 
Tuesday, Nov. 8 to elect a new district 
attorney. 

McCarty is a graduate of the University 
of Rochester and Albany Law School.  

“It has been an absolute honor to serve 
under Janet DiFiore during her tenure 
as the Westchester County District 
Attorney,” he said. “There is no one 
serving in the public sector that I hold in 

higher esteem. I look forward to leading 
the excellent staff she has assembled over 
the coming year.” 

Before becoming acting district 
attorney, McCarty served as the chief of 
trial operations directly overseeing all 

trials in the superior and local courts in 
the county, and as an assistant district 
attorney since 1980. McCarty was  
the deputy division chief of the Superior 
Court Trial Division for the previous 
six years. 

He has tried over 100 cases, including 
the successful prosecutions of Carolyn 
Warmus in the “Fatal Attraction Murder 
Case” and serial killer Patrick Baxter. 

DiFiore Confirmed as Chief Judge; McCarty Named Acting D.A.

Janet DiFiore, who served as Westchester 
County district attorney for the past decade, 
was confirmed by the state Senate last week to 
become the new chief  judge of  the state’s Court 
of  Appeals.

Longtime prosecutor James McCarty has been 
named as the acting district attorney.
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In order to engage the public in the 
planning stages of a Downtown White 
Plains Transit District, the mayor’s office 
has launched a project website.

The site contains background 
information, maps, information about 
upcoming public engagement sessions, and 
contact information for those who wish 
to submit a comment, idea or question. 
“I expect it to be a great tool for us as this 
project progresses and encourage everyone 
to check the site often for updated material 
and information,” Mayor Roach said.

The website can be accessed directly at 
http://wptransitdistrict.com/ or through 
the City’s website, www.whiteplainsny.gov, 
by going to the City Government tab and 
clicking “WP Transit District Study” on the 
drop down menu.

White Plains was awarded a grant 
of $1 million from Governor Cuomo’s 
Cleaner, Greener Communities program, 
which is administered by the New York 
State Energy Research and Development 
Authority (NYSERDA) for preliminary 
planning, design and engineering related 
to the White Plains Transportation Center 
area. The goal is to complete this process 
within one year with a visionary, yet 
realistic, strategy for redevelopment. 

The process includes re-assessing the 
White Plains Metro-North station so that it 
functions more efficiently for all users and 
integrates the myriad of transit services 
while also creating a more welcoming 
and dynamic “place”; re-establishing the 
Transit District, the area immediately 
surrounding the station, through the 

creation of more pedestrian-scale streets, 
transit-supportive land uses (commercial 
and residential), and engaging public 
spaces; strengthening the linkages and 
connections between the transit district 
and the downtown core; and strategic 
planning which will help identify early 
opportunities that will have an immediate 
impact on specific conditions and which is 
also comprehensive, including identifying 
potential funding streams and funding 
priorities.

The City of White Plains and its 
consultant team are currently reviewing 
existing conditions in the project area 
and conducting baseline studies in traffic, 
pedestrian activity and conditions, 
parking utilization, market conditions 
assessment, and land use, urban design 
and development capacity. 

White Plains will hold its first public 
engagement session on the project on 
Thursday, Feb. 11, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., 
at the White Plains Public Library. 

White Plains Launches Multi Modal Transit District Project Website 
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
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Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
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PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129

CARMEL: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

CORTLANDT MANOR:
GENERAL SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2315
OB/GYN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-1697

CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675

JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135

MAHOPAC:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-248-5556

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

“Robust Italian cuisine served  
out of a charming vintage diner!”
-Morris Gut, White Plains Examiner

“One of the highest rated restaurants 
in Westchester!”
Zagat Restaurant Survey 

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com 
301 HALSTEAD AVE., HARRISON
(across from Metro-North)

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Regional Italian Cuisine

Now open 7 days for lunch & dinner
Saturday & Sunday from noon to 10 pm.

Chef/Proprietor Dean Vivolo
HEART Y NEW WINTER SPECIALTIES!
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Police Blotter
Westchester County District Attorney

Dobbs Ferry Man Pleads Guilty to Child 
Pornography Charges

The Westchester County District 
Attorney’s office announced that Jason 
Alexander (DOB 4/7/64) of Dobbs 

Ferry, pled guilty last week to one count 
of Promoting a Sexual Performance 
by a Child, a class “D” Felony, and one 
count of Possessing an Obscene Sexual 
Performance by a Child, a class “E” Felony, 

for possessing and file-sharing illegal and 
obscene performances of sexual conduct 
by children less than 17 years of age.

On July 24, 2015, an investigator from 
the Westchester County D.A.’s Office 
downloaded child pornography from an 
IP address in Westchester County. 

The District Attorney’s Office began its 
investigation and pursuant to a subpoena, 
it was determined that the IP address was 
assigned to the defendant’s home.

A search warrant was subsequently 
executed at the defendant’s home address.

A forensic examination of computers 
and external hard drives removed from the 
location revealed digital files of children 
who are less than 16 years of age engaged 
in child pornography.

The defendant remains out on bail. He 
is due to be sentenced on May 2016, and 
faces a maximum sentence of seven years 
in state prison.

Greenburgh Police Department
Misplaced Firearm. On Jan. 16 police 

officers responded to the Marriot Hotel on 
a report of a gun left at the hotel by a guest. 
A former guest traveling back to his home 
in South Carolina had contacted the hotel 
saying he forgot his gun under his mattress. 
He gave his room number. Security for the 
hotel contacted police, who responded 
to the room and found a revolver inside 

a holster under the mattress of the bed. 
The firearm was secured and transported 
to police headquarters for safekeeping. 
The revolver was fully loaded with six .32 
bullets. The revolver was unloaded and 
secured into a firearms box. The guest 
confirmed that he was the owner of the 
revolver with a current North Carolina 
permit to posses it. He did not have his 
pistol permit information with him at the 
time of the call. He said he was attending 
a funeral in New York and brought the 
revolver with him not knowing New York 
State law for the possession of firearms. 
He also reported that after speaking with 
a friend in law enforcement and learning 
the law he did not carry the firearm with 
him at any time, leaving the firearm under 
his bed the night before he left and did not 
realize he forgot it there until several hours 
into his journey home. Follow up on the 
firearm return is being conducted.

Criminal Weapons Possession. On 
January 16, members of Greenburgh 
Street Crime Unit conducted a short-term 
investigation at an Elmsford residence. A 
signed sealed search warrant was obtained 
and members of SCU gained access to 
the residence, where the suspect was 
found in possession of one loaded .357 
caliber handgun, one defaced .380 caliber 
handgun with ammunition, and one 

brass metal knuckles weapon. The suspect 
was placed under arrest, transported to 
police headquarters, booked, and held for 
arraignment.

Burglary. On Jan. 15 officers responded 
to a single-family residence for a report of 
a burglary. Upon arrival officers were met 
by the maid who reported that when she 
entered the residence she observed that 
the house had been ransacked and that the 
rear basement door was open. The maid 
said the homeowner uses the residence 
on weekends and had not been home 
for approx. two weeks. She was unable 
to contact the homeowner regarding the 
incident. An exterior premise check by 
officers revealed forced entry through 
a rear basement window. An interior 
premise check of the home revealed 
negative results for intruders. The officers 
did observe several rooms of the home 
to be ransacked, including the upstairs 
master bedroom and the ground floor 
office. A canvass of the neighborhood 
revealed that one witness had observed a 
white Volkswagen Jetta parked in front of 
the residence. The witness reported that as 
she pulled behind the vehicle, the vehicle 
slowly moved forward and left the area 
without incident. She was unable to see the 
occupants in the vehicle. A canvass of the 
area was conducted. 

Albert Coqueran
On Tuesday, Jan. 19, Michael “Skip” 

Stevens met with his players for the final 
time to inform them that he would not 
be the Head Coach of White Plains High 
School football next season. 

After 11 seasons as Head Football 
Coach of the Tigers, the Skip Stevens era 
ended as he stepped down to take a Field 
Marshal position with the White Plains 
Public School District. 

“It is a position that will not allow me 
to be the Head Coach any longer. It was 
a tough decision but a decision that I had 
to assume for my future right now,” said 
Stevens, who ends a 15-year coaching 
career at WPHS and a 31-year career 
coaching in Section 1 Athletics.

Stevens led the Tigers to the Section 1 
AA Championship in 2014 but has had 
little success the past two years, while 
sustaining a 2-7 record in 2014 and 1-8 in 
2015. The Tigers beat Spring Valley High 
School, in the final game of the season last 
year to avoid becoming the only team in 
WPHS football history to go winless in a 
season.

Nonetheless, Stevens has ushered many 
high school athletes to the college ranks 
over his 11 years as Head Coach and 
has helped to maintain and fortify the 
integrity of the Tigers football program, 
which has existed since 1897.

“I have no regrets, no regrets. Coaching 
is in my blood and I hope to coach again 
down the road. I had a good run here 
at White Plains, unfortunately the last 

couple of years were a little down but just 
before that we won a Sectional Title for the 
first time in over 30 years, no regrets just 
moving forward,” commented Stevens.

Stevens’ responsibilities in his new 
position as Field Marshal with the White 
Plains School District will be to supervise 
athletic facilities at night and on the 
weekends. Stevens will also continue his 
duties as a Volunteer Assistant Coach 
with the Tigers Softball Team under Head 
Coach Ted O’ Donnell.

“Skip was here for 11 years and he 
really built a great football program. He 
has changed the lives of a lot of children 
over the years and that is the big picture 
being a role model for students, teaching 
life lessons and then football,” said White 
Plains High School Athletic Director 
Matthew Cameron. “We will miss him 
but now we have the responsibility to 
make sure we get the right person for our 
players and the football program.” 

Skip Stevens Steps Down as Head Football Coach and Takes New Position

fter 11 Seasons as the Head Football Coach at White Plains High School, Skip Stevens (right) steps down 
and takes another position with the White Plains Public School District.

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

Fr. John F. Quinn passed away on Jan. 
14 at White Plains Hospital. He was 70 
years old.

He was the devoted son of Margaret and 
John Quinn and is survived by cousins 
Pauline Weldon and John Corless as well as 
cousins in Ireland, England and Australia. 
He is also survived and treasured by many 
devoted lifelong friends.  

Fr. Quinn was a graduate of Cardinal 
Hayes High School and Fordham 
College. After graduating from Fordham, 
he went on to earn a master’s in history 
from the university, a Master of Divinity 
from St. Joseph Seminary and had 
completed the course requirements at 
Fordham University for a doctorate in 
biblical studies.

Fr. Quinn was ordained a priest at St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral, NYC on May 29, 
1971. He served as a teacher and Religion 
Department chairman at Archbishop 
Stepinac High School and Maria Regina 
High School, as Parochial Vicar at Our 
Lady of Sorrows in White Plains from 
1990 to 1994 after serving for 17 years 
as a visiting weekend associate. He was 
pastor of St. Patrick’s in Armonk from  

1994 until 2013. 
Fr. Quinn was also a friend to the Sisters 

of the Divine Compassion, serving on the 
Board of the Spirituality Center for many 
years while Sr. Corita Clarke was director. 

Fr. Quinn offered spiritual 
guidance to the development 
of course content at the Center 
as well as teaching numerous 
seminars. He was very 
concerned about justice and 
encouraged people to think 
about how they treated others 
on an everyday basis.

Fr. Quinn was noted during 
all his years of ministry for 
a clear voice in bringing the 
message, consolation and love 
of the Lord to each person he 
met – child, youth, engaged 
couple, young parents, 
troubled people and seriously 
ill and older citizens. 

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated by Cardinal 
Dolan at St. Patrick’s, Armonk 
on Jan. 19. Father Patrick J. 
Dunne, parochial vicar of 
St. Denis parish in Hopewell 

Junction, delivered the homily.
In an interview in Catholic New York 

Fr. Dunne said, “Fr. Quinn put a face and 
a voice on Jesus all the time—he made 

him real and present to everybody.” Fr. 
Dunne met Fr. Quinn when both were 
seminarians at St. Joseph’s Seminary, 
Dunwoodie. Fr. Dunne was in the class 
ahead of Fr. Quinn. The two would later 
serve together at Our Lady of Sorrows 
parish, White Plains; Fr. Dunne as pastor, 
Fr. Quinn as parochial vicar. “He was 
my closest friend in the priesthood,” Fr. 
Dunne added.

Interment took place at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery.

Local Vicar and Friend to Many, Father John Quinn, Dies at Age 70
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continued from page 3
Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL
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Ann Zale
Ann Zale passed away peacefully at 

home surrounded by her family on January 
22. She was 89 years old. Ann was born 
on September 26, 1926 to the late Andrew 
Spirka and late Janka Labuda Spirka in the 
hamlet of Stara Velka, Czechoslovakia. She 
was one of two children. She immigrated 
to the United States on April 19, 1934 at 
the age of seven. The family settled in 
lower Manhattan. Ann attended Seward 
Park High School in Manhattan and, 
despite not knowing any English when 
she arrived in this country, graduated 
with honors. After high school she went 
to work for J.P. Carey, Inc. She married 
the late Alexander Zale on November 
23, 1957 at St. James Roman Catholic 
Church in Manhattan. The couple settled 
in Yonkers, where she worked for various 
firms throughout Westchester as a 
bookkeeper. Ann was a Literacy Volunteer 
in Yonkers and a volunteer bookkeeper at 
Burke Rehabilitation in White Plains for 
the Volunteer Office from 1994-1998. She 
loved to swim and would go swimming 
during her lunch breaks. In 1998 she 
moved to Heritage Hills in Somers and 
quickly became active in St. Joseph’s 
parish where she was a Eucharistic 
Minister. Ann is survived by three sons, 
Alan Zale, and his wife Joan, of Hartsdale, 
Alexander Zale, and his wife Michelle, of 
Harrington Park, NJ and Arthur Zale of 
Somers. She has one grandson Alexander 
Zale of Harrington Park, NJ. There are 
also nieces and nephews. 

Visitation will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 
26 from 2 to 4 p.m. and 6:30- to 8:30 p.m. 
at Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation 
Services, 2 Maple Ave., White Plains. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made in her memory to St. Joseph’s 
Church, 95 Plum Brook Rd., Somers, NY 
10589.

Peter Sarubbi
Peter P. Sarubbi of White Plains died 

Thursday, Jan. 21. He was 85 years old. 
Peter was born in Yonkers on February 

21, 1930 son of the late James and Jenny 
Sarubbi. Peter served in the US Army 
during the Korean War and shortly after 
married Sabina Vizioli Sarubbi. He was 
a partner at the Westchester Golf Range 
in White Plains. Peter is survived by his 
beloved wife of 64 years and four children, 
Peter and daughter in law Gail Sarubbi, 
Donald and daughter in law Michelle 
Sarubbi, Debra LaGravinese and Sabina 
and son in law Tyler Shapiro. Eleven 
grandchildren also survive him as well 
as two sisters Mary Marotta and Florence 
Loia.

Mass of Christian Burial will be 
celebrated on Tuesday Jan. 26 at 11a.m. 
at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church in 
Elmsford. 

In lieu of flowers memorial contributions 
may be made to the Wounded Warriors 
Project  www.woundedwarriorproject.
org/ or the The Michael J. Fox Foundation 
for Parkinson’s Research  https://www.
michaeljfox.org/

Rosemary Medure-
Collins

Rosemary A. Medure-Collins, a White 
Plains resident, died January 19 at the 
age of 69. She was born January 20, 1946 
in White Plains to the late Peter and 
Catherine Medure.

She was a graduate of White Plains 
High School, Rockland Community 
College and Pace University.

Rosemary was a Registered Nurse for 
Dr. Daniel Cameron in Mt. Kisco. She 
was a member of the choir at The Church 
of the Magdelene, where she taught CCD 
and was on the Church Council. She was 
also in the Choir at Kingsley House and a 
Hypnotherapist.

She is survived by her partner, Nicolas 
Karafantis, her children Deanna Peralta 
of NYC and Henry Collins of White 
Plains, her siblings Pauline Tennant and 
Camenia Wasmer and her grandchildren; 
Brianna, Jailen, Henry Jr., Keith, Isabella, 
Juliette, Alexander and Robert Jr. She is 

predeceased by her brother Peter Medure. 

James Herbert
James Kenneth Herbert died Tuesday, 

Jan. 19. James was a resident of White 
Plains and was President of CI Spectrum, 
an information technology consulting 
firm in White Plains. He was born in 
White Plains on March 3, 1965, and was 
a graduate of Archbishop Stepinac High 
School and Manhattan College. James is 
survived by his loving partner Cynthia 
Aylsworth, and was preceded in death by 
his parents Kenneth and Margaret Herbert 
of White Plains. James was a devoted 
partner, a man of many friends, and he 
will be truly missed by all who loved him. 
James will be long remembered for his 
humor and his love of God and country. 

Gene Pentenero
Gene E. Pentenero, a longtime resident 

of White Plains, passed away on Saturday, 
Jan. 16. 

Gene, beloved husband, father and 
grandfather was born July 12, 1943 to 
the late Albert and Elsie Pentenero. He is 
survived by his devoted wife of 49 years, 
Ann G. Pentenero, his loving daughter, 
Gina A. Romano-Sahakian, son-in-
law John Sahakian and two adoring 
grandchildren, Anthony (A.J.) and 
Nicholas Romano. He is predeceased by 
his nephew Kenneth Dinger.

Gene was raised in Scarsdale and 
attended private schools in Massachusetts 
and graduated White Plains High School. 
He worked for the City of White Plains 
Parking Authority and retired from the 
Westchester County Parks Dept.

Gene’s greatest love, pride and joy was 
his family, and being surrounded by them. 
He was better known as “Bo-Bo” to all the 
children and families that came to “Nee-
Nee” and “Bo-Bo’s” house. His second 
passion was classic “loud” cars, especially 
“The Pumpkin,” his 1948 sunset-orange 
Ford Coupe. He loved his cruise nights 
and car shows with his wife by his side and 
all of his car buddies. Gene always said, 
“Keepin’ Grandpa’s Dream Alive. “He was 
a member of Shiftmasters of Westchester 
II and Rock ‘N’ Rods of NY.

Ida Haefele
Ida Carmella Lamattina Haefele 

died peacefully at home on Jan. 15 in 
Huntington after a long illness. She was 
93 years old. 

Born in White Plains to Ottavia Anastasi 
Lamattina and Alcheste (Dominic) 
Lamattina, Ida was one of eight children. 

Upon graduation from White Plains 
High School in 1940, Ida attended Good 
Counsel College but then left school to 
help support her family financially. She 
attended secretarial school and enabled 

her sisters to graduate from college. 
She met the love of her life, Bob Haefele, 

in 1950 when they worked together at 
Sonotone Corporation in Elmsford and 
volunteered for the Employee Social 
Organization. On November 26, 1955, 
they married at Mount Carmel Church in 
White Plains where her funeral Mass was 
held on Jan. 22. 

Although never blessed with children, 
Ida made a beautiful home with Bob in 
Huntington, Long Island but she was 
never more than a phone call away from 
her very large, Italian family of origin.

She is survived by her younger sisters, 
Theresa Dietrich (Hartsdale, NY), Olga 
Olivet (Clearwater, FL) and Pauline 
LeDonne (White Plains, NY). Her loving 
husband of almost 60 years, Herman 
(“Bob”) Haefele died in June 2015. She was 
also predeceased by her older brothers, 
Vincent Lamattina, Frank Lamattina and 
Silvio Lamattina and her younger sister, 
Clementine Lamattina. 

She is survived by adoring nieces and 
nephews: Jeanne Dietrich (Bedford, NY), 
Phyllis Dietrich Scott (Valley Cottage, 
NY), Monica Olivet Korte (Clearwater, 
FL), Teresa Lamattina Berry (Brewster, 
NY), Sandy Lamattina McClelland (Cape 
Cod, MA), Edward Dietrich of San 
Diego, CA, Vincent Lamattina, Robert 
Lamattina, Donald Lamattina, Joseph 
Lamattina (all of White Plains), Steven 
Lamattina of Carmel, NY, Richard Baither 
of Clifton, Virginia, Nancy Baither 
Symanowitz of Danbury, CT, and Chris 
Baither. She is also survived by numerous 
grand and great nieces and nephews. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions can 
be made to the Flying Tigers Historical 
Organization.
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A Bottle of Wine is Filled With Longstanding Traditions
Wine is rich in 

tradition. 
It is rich in the 

ethereal tradition 
that embodies 
the efforts of 
millennia of 
winemakers who 

have produced wine following the time-
honored precepts of their forbearers.

It is rich in the dynamic tradition 
of millions who have enjoyed it as a 
symbol of celebration. Raising a glass 
with others in a toast is a time-honored 
symbol of success, of special occasions of 
camaraderie and even of military victory. 

It is also rich in the more mundane 
traditions that have been passed down to 
21st century wine consumers. Much of 
our interface with a bottle of wine comes 
to us from the limitations that early 
European winemakers faced in delivering 
wine from their winery to consumers. 

From the format of bottle labels, to 
the means of sealing the contents, to the 
shape of the bottle, every known means 
was employed to insure the preservation 
of wines as they were stored in cellars and 
as they traversed the highways and dusty, 
bumpy byways to their destination.

Today, as we partake of a bottle of wine, 
several of these traditions and histories 
tend to lose their import.

I was reminded of this over the weekend 
when dining at a fine restaurant. As my 
wife and I settled in for the ritual of a 
restaurant meal – the proper dinnerware, 
the placement of the silverware and 
glasses at table, the fawning of the waiter 
and sommelier, the 
multiple food courses 
and the presentation 
of the bottle of wine, I 
began to focus on one 
aspect of our dining 
experience. 

Having perused 
the wine list (for an 
interminable period of 
time, which I am prone to do, and am 
always reminded by my wife), I ordered 
a bottle of wine for us to enjoy, confident 
in my choice. 

When presented with the bottle, 
the “somm” cradles the bottle for my 
inspection. The tradition behind this? 
Simply to verify what is about to be 
poured is my selection. I believe this 
may have been one of the derivations 
of the term “bait and switch,” when the 
wine poured was not necessarily the wine 
ordered. I always check for the name of 
the producer and especially the vintage. 
It is upsetting to be presented with a 
wine from a more recent vintage. “We 
haven’t updated our wine list,” is not an 

acceptable reason to present the wrong 
wine.

Next, the somm will open the bottle 
in my presence, again to validate the 
authenticity of the wine. 

Then I am presented with the cork, 
which I dutifully sniff. The 
tradition? In times past, 
wines were not always stored 
under ideal conditions. 
A dry cork may portend 
an oxidized wine; a cork 
should be moist. A cork with 
crystals? Not a problem – it’s 
a natural byproduct of cellar 
conditions. For a high-end 

wine, I always compare the name on the 
cork to that on the label. Yes, counterfeit 
wines have duped trusting somms and 
consumers for centuries. 

Now the moment of truth. I am offered 
a sample from the bottle. The tradition? 
One in 15 bottles is corked, conveying an 
odor of “wet dog.” This is a valid reason 
to reject the wine. I rarely feel the need 
to taste the wine; a deep sniff into the 
glass informs me if the wine is corked, 
if it is past its prime or has any off-
putting aromas. Remember, our ultimate 
appreciation of wine is determined by our 
sense of smell, not taste.

Once I’ve sampled and approved the 
bottle, I can comfortably offer it to my 

patient wife. 
If the wine passes my evaluation yet 

doesn’t meet my expectations? Sorry, 
this is not a reason for rejecting a bottle. 
Consider the experience a learning 
opportunity to refine your palate.

Traditions are steeped in history. Even 
in our age of instant gratification and 
search engine wisdom, they hold the 
answer to our enjoyment of fine wine. 

Next week: The traditions of bottle 
shape and size and the reasons for corks 
and foils. 

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident.  For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

Watch Out for Gaps in Your Insurance Coverage
Now that we’re mostly dug out of 

the recent snowstorm, I find myself 
remembering a friend whose home was 
damaged due to freezing conditions. 
That difficult event was made worse for 
her because her agent had neglected to 
give her proper coverage, selling her a 
condominium policy when she actually 
lived in a townhouse, a mistake she lived 
with for more than 25 years without 
knowing. The out-of-pocket expenses she 
had to bear were higher than they would 
have been with the correct policy.

Aside from these out-and-out errors, 
there can be other gaps and oversights 
in your homeowner’s insurance that can 
cause problems later on if they’re not 
caught now. A few are listed here, but 
you might consider meeting with your 
insurance agent to ask questions if you 
have any doubts or have made any changes 
recently in your living situation.

Actual Cash Value vs. Replacement Cost: 
Which one are your belongings covered 
for? The answer can affect how much 
you receive, especially if you are insuring 
older items. To understand the difference, 
imagine your three-year-old laptop was 
damaged when your basement flooded. 
Brand new, it may have cost $2,000, but 
its value on the day of the flooding had 
depreciated to $700. With actual cash 
value coverage, you would only receive 
$700 – enough to buy another three-year 
old computer – but with replacement cost 

coverage, you would receive 
the $2,000 needed to buy a 
new, similar computer.

Undervaluation: The 
popular home design 
magazines and websites 
seem to frequently feature 
makeovers and remodelings 
intended to boost the value 
of your home. The expense 
of the bathroom redesign 
will ideally be exceeded by 
the increase it gives to the 
house’s sale price. What many 
homeowners forget, however, 
is to adjust their policy to 
cover the increased value 
of their home. If anything 
happens to the house before 
it is sold, you will want your 
homeowner’s insurance to 
cover the investment you made in making 
the improvements.

Primary Residence: If you plan to move 
out of your home while still owning it, your 
coverage for the house may immediately 
cease. It’s vitally important to call your 
insurance agent as soon as you know you 
will be moving out. Together you can find 
a policy that will protect the value of the 
building for as long as you own it.

Home Business Insurance: Your 
regular homeowner’s policy may cover 
the medical expenses your brother incurs 
if he slips and falls on the ice in your 

driveway while paying you a 
visit. However, if your visitor 
is the FedEx person and his 
delivery is related to your 
home business, then the cost 
of his medical care may not 
be covered. Home business 
owners will find that they 
have special insurance needs, 
and they should decide which 
type of coverage will suit them 
best. A rider to their regular 
homeowner’s or renter’s 
policy will not cover medical 
expenses if a visitor or delivery 
person is injured, but if they 
work alone and handle all of 
their correspondence online, 
it may be enough. 

An in-home business policy 
covers injury liability and the 

cost of more equipment. If you need to 
protect against an even higher level of loss, 
consider a business owner’s policy instead. 
This field is complicated, so call your agent 
to learn more.

Renter’s Insurance: Not all homes are 
owned by their occupants. Your landlord 
should be paying for the coverage of the 
house or apartment you are renting, but 
your insurance needs don’t stop there. If 
a fire or some other calamity should occur 
causing you to lose your furniture, clothing 
and other possessions, would you be able 
to replace everything out of pocket? If not, 

take advantage of the low monthly cost of 
renter’s insurance to protect yourself if you 
need to replace your possessions. Putting 
together a home inventory can save you 
money by helping calculate how much 
coverage you really need (a good idea for 
homeowners as well).

Fine Art, Jewelry and Other Special 
Items: Your policy will have a cap on how 
much it will pay out for your belongings, 
but if you own any artwork or jewelry of 
unusually high value, your policy may 
be insufficient to cover its loss from theft 
or damage. You may receive enough 
coverage with a fine art floater added to 
your policy, or you may need to turn to 
insurers who specialize in protecting art. 
These specialists will also be familiar with 
the risks involved in transporting art that 
other insurers may not know.

This is a long list of potential gaps, and 
there are probably more beyond this. 
Contact your insurance agent to see what 
coverage you may be missing. That’s what 
they’re there for, after all.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. 
(www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate 
site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and 
his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.
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Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.
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Winter Reveling: Fat Tuesday and Valentine’s Day Part 1
Amore. The coupling 

of good food and 
wine with the sensual 
is the aphrodisiac of 
literature and verse 
through the ages. 
Pucker up. Valentine’s 
Day, Sunday, Feb. 14  is 
coming. Make it a full-
fledged passion filled 

Valentine’s Weekend. Restaurants and 
nightspots are gearing up to serve some of 
their most titillating specialties. And don’t 
forget Fat Tuesday and Mardi Gras, Feb. 9. 
Here is an eclectic round-up of delectable 
dishes and dining venues.
The Bayou for Mardi Gras

Proprietor Peter Van Cott of The Bayou 
Restaurant, 580 Gramatan Ave., Mt. 
Vernon, has been serving up the spirited 
sounds and flavors of Cajun country 
since 1991, and the place is still funky 
and enjoyable. So if you can’t make it to 
New Orleans, this is the spot to revel in 
authentic blues and zydeco music while 
hunkering down to an overstuffed Po’ Boy 
or such house specialties as: Southern Fried 
Chicken, Grilled Peppered Catfish, Tender 
Pork Ribs Smothered in BBQ Sauce, Jazzy 
Jumpin’ Jambalaya served with Louisiana 
Anduille Sausage, Alligator Sausage, and 
Crawfish Tails Smothered in Rich Creole 
Gravy. Their 25th Annual Mardi Gras 
Bash will be held on Fat Tuesday, Feb. 9, 

featuring live entertainment and a full-
course dinner. Cost is $65. Seating times 
are at 6, 8 and 10 p.m. If you just want to 
hang at the bar there will be a cover charge. 
Entertainment will be provided by ‘The 
Crown Prince of Zydeco’ C J Chenier & 
The Red Hot Louisiana Band. Reservations 
are definitely suggested. Phone: 914-668-
2634.  www.bayourestaurantny.com.

You might also want to check out Rye 
Roadhouse, 12 High Street, Rye (914-
925-2668) on Fat Tuesday. The fun 
starts at 4 p.m. with specialty cocktails, 
authentic New Orleans dishes 
and traditional King Cake. Beads 
and giveaways are also promised.  
www.ryeroadhouse.com. 
And For Lovers…

Pucker in a Booth at the Diner. 
Chef-owner and personable host 
Dean Vivolo of Trattoria Vivolo, 
301 Halstead Ave., Harrison 
(914-835-6199), serves his robust regional 
Italian cuisine out of a vintage diner just 
across from Harrison’s Metro-North 
station. Sit at the counter, tuck into a booth, 
or take a table in the rear greenhouse and 
enjoy the surprising contemporary and 
traditional flavors emanating from his 
kitchen: tasty thin-crusted pizza; Crostino 
di Polenta topped with wild mushrooms, 
gorgonzola and tomato sauce; Grilled Rack 
of Lamb; Braised Lamb Shanks; Boneless 
Rabbit; Lasagna Bolognese al Forno; and 

wonderful Spaghetti a la Vongole. Good 
wine list. Sparkling lights evenings. Open 
7 days for lunch and dinner. Free parking.  
w w w. t r a t t o r i av i v o l o . c o m G au c h o 
Love. Gaucho Grill is one of the most 
dynamic restaurants in Westchester. 
This Argentinean/Latin/Italian themed 
venue always offers vibrant food and 
atmosphere, casual yet sophisticated. 
Proprietors Alan Nussbaum and his wife 
Maria Rubiano are amiable hosts who 
watch over this sprawling 225-seat multi-
faceted establishment with a diligent eye. 

There are private and 
semi-private party 
facilities for up to 80 
guests for all types of 
occasions. The private 
banquet room is 
beautifully appointed. 
Valentine’s Day prix 
fixe menus will be 

served. Specialties run the gamut from 
hefty steaks and chops, classic Italian 
dishes and beautifully plated Latin 
favorites. The Technicolor Sunday Latin 
Buffet Brunch is a sight to behold and 
enjoy. Daily Happy Hours in the bar/
lounge keep things buzzing. Open 7 days 
for lunch, dinner and Sunday brunch. 
Valet parking. Gaucho Grill, One North 
Broadway, White Plains 914-437-9966  
www.gauchogrillnewyork.com. 

Ciao to All Lovers. Zef and the amiable 
crew at Ciao, 5-7 John Albanese Place, 
Eastchester (914-779-4646) are celebrating 
a major renovation of this bustling 
trattoria with generous platters of Italian/
American cuisine served with gusto. Be 
seated and have Peter, the genial general 
manager, suggest such open kitchen 
specialties as: Hot Antipasto for two, three 
or more, loaded with delectable fruits of 
the sea; fresh Avocado Salad; house made 
Pappardelle with fresh tomato, basil and 
chunks of fresh mozzarella; Salmon ala 
Ciao, with white wine, lemon, capers and 
asparagus; and delicious Chicken Paillard. 
From the grill come such hefty cuts as: 
Broiled Veal Chop, Black Angus Shell 
Steak, Sausages Frioli served with peppers 
(hot or sweet), mushrooms, onions and 
sliced potatoes; and Pork Chops with 
vinegar peppers. Good crusty pizzas, too. 
Cozy, friendly bar. Party facilities. Open 7 
days a week. Major credit cards. Free and 
valet parking. www.ciaoeastchester.com. 

Lobster for Lovers on City Island. 
This restaurant would thrive anywhere 
but it’s right in the middle of City Island, 

the charming seaport village just below 
the Westchester line. The Zagat N.Y.C. 
Restaurant Survey designated Artie’s 
Steak & Seafood, 394 City Island Ave., 
Bronx (718-885-9885), one of the best 
in the Bronx. Owner Spiro Chagares 
and his staff offer patrons an inspired 
melding of traditional and contemporary 
dishes served with flair. Sit back in one 
of several refurbished dining areas and 
enjoy such changing specialties as: hearty 
Seafood Chowders; Smoked Salmon 
Roll-Ups; Wood Grilled Jumbo Shrimp 
and Scallops; hunks of tender Short Rib; 
a massive Zuppa Di Pesce; tender Oven 
Roasted Rack of Lamb; Chardonnay 
Poached Salmon with seafood; and fresh 
Lobster prepared in a variety of styles. 
There’s a loaded Lobster Salad Roll at 
lunch and their Mediterranean style Pizzas 
are good to share, too. Check out the 
redesigned bar/lounge most evenings for 
good networking. Private party facilities. 
Off premise catering. Open 7 days. Free 
parking.  www.artiescityisland.com.

Steak for Two. Proprietor Alex Ahmetaj 
of Alex’s Bar & Grill, updated the menu 
at his 120-seat restaurant and bar/lounge 
offering big cuts of aged steaks and chops 
along with generously served Northern 
Italian/Continental fare. The staff brings 
years of experience and a European flair to 
White Plains. Customers enter the multi-
section dining room thru the inviting 
bar/lounge with its black industrial 
ceiling, banquets and soft lighting. The 
handsome dining room is split into cozy 
sections with white tablecloths, colorful 
deVelleneuve impressionist paintings and 
warming sconces. Mediterranean clay 
colored banquets and chairs compliment 
wooden walls and plush beige curtained 
windows. Check out such specialties 
as: Pan Fried Calamari with hot cherry 
peppers, Linguini alla Vongole, a delicious 
fresh Branzino prepared tableside, classic 
Veal Parmigiana, grilled Filet Mignon, 
NY Sirloin Steak, or the Pork Chops. Save 
room for the house made Tiramisu or 
Cheesecake. Daily happy hours in the bar/
lounge 4 to 7 pm. Alex’s Bar & Grille, 577 
North Broadway, White Plains. 914-358-
1444 www.alex577.com.

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing 
consultant and former restaurant trade 
magazine editor. He has been tracking and 
writing about the food and dining scene in 
greater Westchester for over 25 years. He 
may be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail:  
gutreactions@optonline.net.

 By Morris Gut

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers
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By Jerry Eimbinder
For a creative variety of yummy brunch 

treats, a good place to go on weekends is 
a Columbian-American restaurant called 
Iron Vine in Peekskill.

The Columbian Breakfast’s scrambled 
eggs are a standout attraction. They are 
fluffy and creamy and reasonably priced 
at $12. The eggs are served on a sweet-
corn flatbread (arepa) with questo blanco 

(a soft cheese), and are flavored by finely 
cut tomato, onion, garlic and celery, 

and accompanied by bite-size potatoes. 
Chorizo or bacon can be added for $2. 

Other tempting brunch dishes to 
try include steak and eggs topped with 
chimichurri and served with papas 
($18) and four-egg omelets with patatas. 
The omelets can be ordered with a wide 
selection of add-ins (only $10 if two 
ingredients are chosen; more ingredients 
such as cheese, ham, tomato, mushrooms, 
peppers and onions can be added at $1 
each).

The Fresas Con Crema French Toast 
is a sweet treat, two thick slices of bread 

soaked in custard and 
coated in corn flakes, and 
served with strawberries 
and vanilla syrup ($11).

The Blue Crab and 
Avocado Eggs Benedict 
is likely the most exotic 
dish on the menu, lump 
crab cakes rolled in 
panko with poached 
eggs in tomato sauce, 
and avocado creme on 
top of shrimp and lobster 
cream sauce. The coffee 
is superb, but after all 
this is a Columbian 
restaurant. 

Brunch is available 
every Saturday and 
Sunday from noon to 4 
p.m. Reservations are 
strongly advised as this 
restaurant has only 45 
seats and every table was 
occupied when I visited last Sunday.

The Iron Vine opened in December 
2014 and is beautifully outfitted including 
a wrought-iron inner entrance to the 
dining area and a copper-tiled ceiling. The 

building dates back to the 1830s and was 
restored over a four-year period by Chef 
Gabriel Arango and his father Gabriel Sr.

The Iron Vine is located at 992 Main 
Street, Peekskill, NY 10566, 914-930-
8507.

By Jerry Eimbinder
An Italian restaurant called “tredici 

NORTH” is scheduled to open in Purchase 
on Tuesday, Feb. 2. 

Heading the kitchen will be Executive 
Chef Giuseppe Fanelli, former chef at 
a restaurant of almost the same name 
(actually spelled with a space between “tre” 
and “dici”) in Manhattan that was closed 
by an order of the New York City building 
commissioner. The condemned building 
had been home to the restaurant for more 
than 11 years before being declared unsafe 
following a serious construction mishap 
at an adjoining building. The restaurant 
ceased operating in summer, 2015.

The owners of the closed restaurant 
opted to open in Purchase after learning 
that reopening in Manhattan could be 18 
months or more away.   

Many dishes from tre dici’s New York 
City menu are on the Purchase restaurant’s 
menu and new dishes will bow in as well. 
There are three new appetizers – veal 
cheeks, chicory flan, and octopus with 
pork belly. New entrees include kobe 
ravioli and quick-smoked Long Island 
duck with porcini and vanilla oil over 
pappardelle.

The price ranges for dishes at “tredici 
NORTH” are appetizers ($10 and up), 
pastas ($16 to $24), and entrées ($18 to 
$32).

One of Fanelli’s specialties is called 

“Inside-Out Meatballs” because 
parmigiana occupies the core of the 
meatball. 

For lovers of spicy food, Fanelli 
recommends “Angry Lobster,” a dish 
prepared with fried chile pepper flakes 
and garlic, and served in a cast iron pan. 
The seafood selection also includes Black 
Sea bass with gigante beans, nduja sausage, 
aged balsamic and lobster reduction.

The menu also includes zucca - burrata 
ravioli with pumpkin and butternut 
squash crema, browned butter, sage, 
bruléed with smoked whiskey sugar; veal 
chop Valdostana; wild boar; and cayenne-

dusted lamb chops.
Nutella Napoleon is on the desert list 

along with peanut butter and jelly panna 
cotta, and chocolate flan. Desserts are 
house-made and are typically priced at $8.

Popular drinks include a jalapeño 
tequila cocktail made with pineapple juice 
and served with smoked ice cubes, and a 
Skinny Mule vodka cocktail.

The restaurant will provide dinner 
service only at first, lunch will  be offered a 
few weeks after the doors open and Sunday 
brunch will follow at a later date. Prix-fixe 
dinners with wine paired to game courses 
are under consideration, Fanelli said.

Fanelli’s father owned a farm and groves 
in Puglia, Italy, where he raised vegetables, 
spices and herbs. After growing up in 
Elmsford, Fanelli moved to Sleepy Hollow 
12 years ago.

“My two brothers my sister, and I learned 
to cook at early ages from my mother and 
my two grandmothers,” he said.

This education paid off when he worked 
as a server at a restaurant and one of the 
cooks was injured. Someone told the 
chef that one of the waiters could cook 
and Fanelli was pressed into service as a 
last-minute replacement. Inspired by this 
incident, he enrolled in a culinary school 
in preparation for a career change.

Later, after graduation, he was hired to 
head up the kitchen at Baldoria, legendary 
Rao’s sister restaurant in the Manhattan 

Theater District and began cooking 
Neapolitan home-style cuisine, special 
northern Italian delicacies, and classic 
southern Italian favorites.

 After being promoted from Chef de 
Cuisine to Executive Chef at F. Illi in 
Tribeca, he became the Sous Chef at 
Felidia, the restaurant of celebrity chef/
television host Lidia Bastianich.

He also achieved television celebrity 
status with his participation in Travel 
Channel’s “Man Finds Food” with host 
Adam Richman; The Food Channel’s 
“Kitchen Casino,” and as champion 
of Food Network’s esteemed culinary 
competition “Chopped.”

Michael Colucci joins the new restaurant 
as General Manager. He began working at 
New York City’s Fulton Fish Market when 
he was 12 years old and was a busboy at 13. 
He joined tre dici at age 24, where he has 
been employed for over 10 years.

Colucci has a BA  degree in English 
Literature and an MA degree in History 
and Greco Roman concentration; he 
minored in Philosophy, Psychology, 
Business Marketing and Administration. 
He also worked as an Adjunct History 
Professor teaching Ancient Greek 
Civilization. Pierre John Bruno is the 
event coordinator.

The 80-seat restaurant is open seven days 
a week. It is located at 578 Anderson Hill 
Road, Purchase, NY 10577, 914-997-4113.

 The Restaurant Examiner

Meet the Chef: Giuseppe Fanelli of “tredici NORTH” in Purchase

Westchester’s Most Delicious Dishes: Columbian Breakfast at Iron Vine

Chef  Giuseppe Fanelli

The Columbian Breakfast at Iron Vine in Peekskill.

Gabriel Arango, owner of  the Iron Vine in Peekskill

Fresas Con Crema French Toast at Iron Vine.



January 26-February 1, 201612 The White Plains Examiner

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 012616

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail  
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

DRIVERS
We want you! To DriveAway our new 
box trucks to customers nationwide. Will 
Train. No CDL Required. Next day pay! 
Please call (574)213-8277

HELP WANTED
Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and Cer-
tifications Running Bulldozers, Backhoes 
and Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement. 
VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

NEW YEAR, NEW AIRLINE CAREERS  
ñGet trained as FAA certified Aviation 
Technician. Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assistance. Over-
night classes available. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
REPO LAND BARGAINS!Cooperstown 
Lakes Region & Catskill Mountains! 5 
acres- $19,900 11 acres- $39,900 Streams, 
lake access, mountain views! Clear title, 
fully guaranteed transaction! Owner fi-
nancing! Call 888-905-8847. NewYork-
LandandLakes.com

LEGALS
LEGAL NOTICE OF FORMATION 
OF PARANDA MEDIA, LLC, ARTS 
OF ORG. filed with Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 4/11/2006. Office in Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served, SSNY shall mail 
process to: 80 Vaughn Ave, New Ro-
chelle, NY 10801. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GELIX, 
LLC. Art. of Org. filed with Sec’y of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 9/17/2015. Office 
location in Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 333 N. Bed-
ford Rd. Ste. 230, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Thrive HR Solu-
tions, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY  
on 7/27/15. Office in Westchester County.  
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: United States Corpora-

tion Agents, 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of M.J. Fish LLC 
filed with the Secretary of State of NY on 
November 17, 2015.  SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against may be served.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 302 West Main Street, 
Suite 155, Avon, CT 06001.

Notice of Formation of HSN Prop-
erty, LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 11/27/15. Offc. Loc: Westchester Cty. 
SSNY design. As agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to the LLC, 2 
Overhill Road Suite 260, Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: any lawful business ac-
tivity. 

Notice of Formation of Invariably Digi-
tal, LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 
9/9/2015. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: In-
variably Digital LLC, 143 Park Dr, East-
chester, NY 10709 Purpose: any lawful 
purpose

Notice of Formation of Jenny Dobell 
Gardenscaping, LLC Art. Of Org. filed 
with SSNY on 12/17/15. Offc. Loc: West-
chester Cty. SSNY desig. as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to the 
LLC, 10 Central Ave. Rye, NY, 10580. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of Sabina Global 
Communities, LLC. Sabinagc.com filed 
with Department of State of New York 
on 8/28/15. Office location: Westches-

ter County. United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc. Suite 202; 7014 13th Avenue 
Brooklyn NY 11228 designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to United States 
Corporation Agents, Inc. Suite 202; 
7014 13th Avenue Brooklyn NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Jan. 26
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. This week’s 

presentation will be given by Johnny 
Conyers, Founder and Executive Director 
Saving Our Society. Saving Our Society 
serves formerly incarcerated people 
with guidance, services and community 
during their transition from prison to 
independent living. Conyers will tell 
us about the organization’s inspiring 
accomplishments and plans. Tuesdays @ 
Dorry’s  gathers  “conversation partners” 
weekly for informal table talk. There is 
no charge. Just come and order your food 
from Sylvia and enjoy the discussion and 
the company. Food ordering begins at 
5:30 p.m. Presentation and discussion 6 
to 7 p.m. Dorry’s Diner, 468 Mamaroneck 
Avenue, White Plains; 914-682-0005.

Comedy Night. Outstanding Adult 
Comedy with stand-up’s best comedians. 
Featuring Max Alexander, Tim Gage, 
Tommy Gooch, Joe Starr, Gene Trifilo 
and John Ziegler. Westchester Broadway 
Theatre, 1 Broadway Plaza, Elmsford. 
Dinner at 6:15 p.m. Show at 8 p.m. $84 
(plus tax) for dinner and show. $50 (plus 
tax) for show only. Info and tickets: 914-
592-2222 or visit www.broadwaytheatre.
com.

Wednesday, Jan. 27
Noonday Free Concert. Downtown 

Music at Grace welcomes Organist 
Ruaraidh Sutherland for an all baroque 
program featuring music of Bach, 
Buxtehude and Sweelinck. A native of 
Scotland, Sutherland read music at the 
University of Edinburgh, winning the 
prestigious Tovey Memorial Prize. He is 
currently Organist and Choirmaster at 
Christ Church in Rye. His performance 
will be on the magnificent Guilbault-
Therien organ at Grace Church; 12:10 
p.m. at Grace Episcopal Church, corner 
of Main St. and Mamaroneck Ave., White 
Plains.

Affordable Housing Teach-In. A 
broad coalition of nonprofit and business 
groups will come together to demand an 
end to business as usual when it comes 
to affordable and workforce housing 
in Westchester County. Habitat for 
Humanity, the Tri State Transportation 
Campaign, ULI, Interfaith Clergy for 
Social Action, The Westchester NAACP, 
and other organizations are sponsoring 
a teach-in and call to action at the White 
Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave., White 
Plains; 6 to 9 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 28
Junior League Coffees. The Junior 

League of Central Westchester (JLCW) 
invites women living or working in 
Eastchester, Greenburgh, Scarsdale 
and White Plains to its semi-annual 
“Recruiting Coffees.” The informational 
sessions will be held on Thursday, Jan. 28 
at 8 p.m. and Friday, Jan. 29 at 9:30 a.m. 
at Wayside Cottage located at 1039 Post 
Road, Scarsdale. Women interested in 
learning more about the JLCW should 
RSVP by email to joinjlcw@gmail.com or 
phone  914-723-6130. More details are 
available at www.jlcentralwestchester.org

Saturday, Jan. 30
Winter Wildlife. A naturalist 

introduces some of the nature center’s 
animals with a focus on winter survival 
techniques. This entertaining and 
informative program allows visitors to 
hear, see, smell and touch many of the 
fascinating, furry, feathered and scaly 
friends. Recommended for children five 
years old and up. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. 
Members: $5 per person. Non-members: 
$8 per person. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Jim Brickman: The Platinum Tour. 
Listening to Brickman, a Grammy 
Award-winning pianist, is an experience 
of emotion, intimacy, warmth and 
humor that’s fused together with hits like 
“Valentine,” “Rocket to the Moon,” “Love 

of My Life” and “If You Believe.” Marking 
the 20th anniversary of his dynamic career, 
he will showcase new music along with 
the hits that made him the most charted 
Billboard® Adult Contemporary artist. 
White Plains Performing Arts Center, 11 
City Place, White Plains. 8 p.m. $30 and 
$45. Info and tickets: 914-328-1600 or 
visit www.wppac.com.

Sunday, Jan. 31
LWVWP Dinner Party. The League of 

Women Voters of White Plains will honor 
Dorothy Schere at its annual Dinner 
Party. The party will be held at the home 
of Janice Abbott and Richard Bernstein 
from 3 to 5 p.m. at 177 Soundview Ave. in 
White Plains. The LWVWP has referred 
to Dorothy Schere as the consummate 
volunteer, giving countless hours of her 
time and her many talents to White Plains 
organizations. All are welcome to attend 
this event. The cost is of the dinner is 
$30 per person/$45 for two in advance/ 
$35 per person at the door. Make checks 
payable to LWVWP and send to PO Box 
2032, White Plains, NY 10602-2032.

Enrique Granados Commemorative 
Concert. Featuring Adam Kent, pianist 
and music director at Community 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation in 
White Plains, pianist Jason Cutmore, 
violinist Airi Yoshioka and cellist Sibylle 
Johner of the Damocles Trio performing 
the masterpieces from the Spanish classical 
tradition. The concert marks the 100th 
anniversary of the Spanish composer 
Enrique Granados’s fateful visit to New 
York City. A family-friendly talk on the 
music is incorporated into the program. 
Community Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation, 468 Rosedale Ave., White 
Plains. 1 p.m. $20. Seniors and students: 
$10. Children: $5. Maximum for families: 
$45. Info and advance tickets: 914-946-
1660 ext. 6. Tickets also available at the 
door.

Danceworks for Children. Westchester 
Community College’s dance company will 
perform a special program for children, 
who are invited to get into the action on 
stage and have great fun. The troupe, a 
diverse ethnic and cultural combination 
of college students and alumni, is led by 
company director Mollyann Franzblau. 
For children three years old and up. 
Westchester Community College’s 
Academic Arts Theatre, 75 Grasslands 
Rd., Valhalla. 3 p.m. $10. Tickets may be 
purchased in advance or at the door. Info 
and tickets: 914-606-6262.

“What’s Motivating Hayes?” A 
documentary about UC Berkeley biologist 
Tyrone Hayes who was retained in 1998 by 
Syngenta, an agribusiness that produces 

agrochemicals and seeds, to have him 
study the effects of its herbicide atrazine 
on frogs. When Hayes’ research found that 
the herbicide causes major reproductive 
defects in frogs, it set in motion a David 
and Goliath-like battle with Syngenta 
set on destroying his credibility. Jacob 
Burns Film Center, 364 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. 5 p.m. Members: $8. Non-
members: $13. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Rescheduled Events:
Youth Bureau Dance Benefit. Due to 

the snowstorm, the White Plains Youth 
Bureau Annual Dance Benefit was 
rescheduled to Friday, Feb. 5; 7 p.m. at 
White Plains Performing Arts Center, 
11 City Place, White Plains; General 
admission tickets $30/$50 VIP tickets $125 
(includes invitation to post-performance 
reception). Honoring Dennis Power, 
Millie Castro and Susan Brownbill-Vega. 
Artistic honoree Sarita Allen, former 
Alvin Ailey principal dancer.

LWVW Healthcare Discussion. The 
League of Women Voters of Westchester 
presentation of the film “Fix It” Healthcare 
at the Tipping Point at White Plains 
Public Library was postponed from 
Sunday, Jan. 24 due to the snowstorm. 
The new date will be sometime in April. 
This new 55-minute film made from a 
businessman’s perspective, takes an in-
depth look into how our dysfunctional 
and inefficient healthcare system is 
damaging our economy, suffocating our 
businesses, discouraging physicians and 
negatively impacting the nation’s health, 
while remaining un-affordable for a third 
our citizens. This is the first showing in 
this area. Discussion of the film will be 
facilitated by Assembly Woman Amy 
Paulin and Dr. Elizabeth Rosenthal, 
Physicians for a National Health.

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefits you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
 

April’s Child Best 
Chefs Celebration
On  January 28 April’s Child 

will host a Best Chefs Celebration 
at The Lodge at Hudson Harbor 
in Tarrytown.  Chefs from 121 
Restaurant, Chatterbox 54, Crabtree’s 
Kittle House, Infusion, Le Jardin du 
Roi, Rivermarket Bar & Kitchen, 
Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse, and Zuppa 
will be cooking tasty bites.  Desserts 
by Iron Tomato and Susan Lawrence 
and Beer, Wine and Vodka by 
Slovenia Vodka, Yonkers Brewing Co 
and more. 

April’s Child is a Westchester 
not for profit whose mission is to 
strengthen families in an in home 
intervention so that children can 
grow to become happy, healthy and 
productive citizens; $100 per ticket. 

For more information about the 
Celebration, visit the event website 
at www.bestchefs.dojiggy.com



January 26-February 1, 201614 The White Plains Examiner

EX AMINER SPORTS

By Albert Coqueran
The Westchester Knicks have a 16-11 

record more than halfway through their 
second season in the NBA Developmental 
League and remain in first place in the 
Atlantic Division. The D-League affiliate 
of the New York Knicks have 23 games 
remaining on their 2015-16 schedule and 
are poised to bring the first ever NBA 
D-League Playoffs to the Westchester 
County Center in April. 

“We are taking it game by game, 
continuing to play the best that we can 
and give our best effort every single night. 

The goal is to make the 
playoffs but we have to 
continue to fight, we are 
a long way from there,” 
stated Jimmer Fredette, 
the leading scorer on 
the team, averaging 22 
points per game.

On Friday night, 
the eve before a major 
snowstorm crippled our 
area, the Westchester 
Knicks held Noche 
Latina presented by 

Yonkers Kia 
to benefit the 
We s t c h e s t e r 
Hispanic Law 
E n forc e me nt 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
and El Centro Hispano.

The Raptors 905, the NBA 
D-League affiliate of the Toronto 
Raptors are in the midst of their 
inaugural season and visited the 
Westchester County Center for 
the first time on Friday.

The Raptors seem to be 
experiencing the same D-League 
expansion team woes that the 
local Knicks suffered last season. 
The Raptors have a 9-18 record 
and are in last place in the 
Atlantic Division.

Nonetheless, local fans at 
the County Center may have 
been confused by the Raptors 
standing, as they led the Knicks 
by 18 points with 10:12 left in 
regulation time.

You would think a team 
leading by 18 points with 10 
minutes left in the game would 

cruise to a victory. But remarkably the 
local Knicks fought back to tie the game 
on a Travis Trice II jump shot with 2:00 
remaining in the game.

When Fredette stole the ball and was 
fouled, he sank both free throws to put the 
Knicks ahead, 110-107. Local fans could 
already taste the free Buffalo Wild Wings 
and the Knicks were ready to celebrate a 
hard-fought comeback victory.

But just before the celebration began at 
the Westchester County Center, Raptors 
905 forward Bruno Caboclo changed the 
plans by making a huge three-point shot 
to tie the game 110-110, as regulation time 
ended. 

The Knicks were outscored by the 
Raptors in the overtime, 10-2 and headed 
back north with a 120-112 win. “We 
fought all the way back and then we made 
some terrible plays at the end and you 
kind of loose your momentum. We need 
to play smarter as a group at the end of the 
game and finish up,” said Fredette. 

The Westchester Knicks got a much-
needed day off as Winter Storm Jonas 
postponed their Saturday game until 
Sunday at the Westchester County Center. 
The local Knicks “stormed” back to beat the 
Erie BayHawks, 94-74, as they celebrated 
Maria Fareri Children’s Day presented by 
Main Street Pediatric Dentistry.

Westchester Knicks Head Coach Mike 
Miller has made enormous improvements 
in the NY Knicks D-League franchise 
in his first season at the helm, under the 
watchful eye of General Manager Allan 
Houston, who sits courtside for every 
home game.

Now fans desire for the local Knicks 
to host their first D-League Playoffs, in 
April, at the  Westchester  County  Center. 
The Westchester Knicks return home 
to play the Sioux Falls Skyforce, 
on  Friday, February 5, at  7 p.m. at 
the Westchester County Center.

By Albert Coqueran
The White Plains High School Girls 

Basketball Team lost a defensive battle 
against New Rochelle High School, 33-29, 
in New Rochelle, on Friday, Jan. 22, before 
a major snowstorm hit the area.

The Lady Tigers presently maintain an 
11-5 overall and 3-3 record in Section 
1-AA. The Tigers remain at a disadvantage 
concerning their final five games of the 
regular season, while having to play all five 
contests on the road. 

They will travel to New Rochelle again 
on Thursday, Jan. 28, but this time to 
challenge the mighty Ursuline School 
Koalas. The Lady Tigers lost to Ursuline, 
48-45, back on January 18, in their first 
meeting this season.

The Lady Tigers celebrated Senior 
Night, during their final regular season 

home game with a win against Mt. Vernon 
High School, on Wednesday, Jan. 20. 
The Tigers beat the Knights, 48-39, with 
their only two graduating seniors playing 
intricate roles in the victory.

Senior Co-Captain Kathleen Rooney 
led all scores with 21 points in the game. 
The Tigers senior guard had 14 points in 
the first half while hitting on four three-
point shots. “I really played with a lot of 
intensity and my teammates helped me 
get open and I was feeling my shots,” said 
Rooney.

The Lady Tigers other Co-Captain 
senior guard Kaleigh D’Arcy had 10 
points in the game, while both seniors 
contributed to a productive fourth quarter, 
which secured the win for the Tigers. “It 
felt awesome, I remember my sophomore 

Westchester Knicks Lose in OT - But Bounce Back After the Storm

D’Arcy and Rooney Celebrate Senior Night with a Win

The White Plains Recreation and Parks Seventh Grade Travel Team 
played a split squad exhibition game at halftime of  the Westchester 
Knicks versus the Raptors 905 game, on Noche Latina, at the 
Westchester County Center, on Friday, Jan. 22.

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS

Thanasis Antetokounmpo on defense displays his Los 
Knicks jersey worn in the game on Noche Latina on Friday. 
A Silent Auction was conducted during the game with the 
Knicks starting five’s Los Knicks jerseys sold to benefit the 
Westchester Hispanic Law Enforcement Association and El 
Centro Hispano.

Westchester Knicks high-flying forward Thanasis 
Antetokounmpo hangs onto the rim momentarily 
after slamming a two-handed dunk for two of  his 
22 points in the local Knicks overtime loss, 120-
112, to their foe from Canada, the Raptors 905, 
on Friday, at the Westchester County Center.

continued on next page

Tigers Girls Head Basketball Coach Tara Flaherty (center) celebrates Senior Night with [l-r] Kevin and 
Michelle D’Arcy and their daughter senior co-captain Kaleigh D’Arcy and senior co-captain Kathleen 
Rooney and her parents Joanna and Paul Rooney, at WPHS, on Wednesday, Jan. 20.

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS



15January 26-February 1, 2016www.TheExaminerNews.com

EX AMINER SPORTS

By Albert Coqueran 
The 2015 New York State CHSAA and 

CHSFL AAA Champions took their final 
bow for their remarkable season at the 
Stepinac High School Football Awards 
Dinner, at The Women’s Club of White 
Plains, on Wednesday, Jan. 13.

The 2015 Stepinac Varsity Crusaders 
remained undefeated at 12-0 and won 
both the Catholic High School Football 
League (CHSFL) and Catholic High 
School Athletic Association (CHSAA) 
Championships to complete an historical 
season.

All three team levels of Stepinac football 
were recognized at the event and team 
awards for each level were presented to 

distinguished players.
The Crusaders Freshmen Football 

Team finished the season at 7-1, under 
the guidance of Head Coach Joe Palatucci. 
The Freshmen Team Most Valuable Player 
this year is running back/cornerback C.J. 
Wise, who really could play any position 
on the field.

The Stepinac Junior Varsity Team led 
by Head Coach Joe Venice achieved a 
9-3 record this season, while making 
it through the First Two Rounds of the 
Playoffs to play in the CHSFL AAA 
Championship.  

The JV Crusaders were defeated 
by St. Anthony’s High School in the 
Championship game, but regardless 
Venice announced. “In our hearts we 
think we were the better team.” The MVP 
of the 2015 Crusaders Junior Varsity Team 
is running back/middle linebacker Justin 
Hairston.

When a team completes an 11-0 CHSFL 
season and goes on to win the CHSAA 
NYS Championship and secure an 
undefeated 12-0 record; it is a very special 
distinction as a member of that team to be 
recognized with a Team Award.

The 2015 Stepinac Varsity Football 
Team Awards included: Offensive Skills 
Player of the Year, wide receiver Jesse 

Brown; Defensive Skills Player of the 
Year, defensive back Jaychar Howell; Most 
Improved Player, cornerback/running 
back Malik Crawford; Offensive Lineman 
of the Year, tackle David Harris; Defensive 
Lineman of the Year, Malcom Koonce; 
Joseph Riverso Award for Lineman of the 
Year, center Khaleb Celaj; Defensive MVP, 
linebacker Daniel Negron and Offensive 
MVP, quarterback Tyquell Fields.

The most heralded Team Award 
presented to a player on the undefeated 
Stepinac NYS Championship Team was 
awarded to wide receiver/cornerback 
Terrell “T.J.” Morrison, who was 
distinguished with the team’s 2015 Most 
Valuable Player Award.  

“It was really a team effort, they pushed 
me so hard and they never made me 
feel like the weight was on my shoulders 
but I knew it was on my shoulders,” said 
Morrison. “I just knew that I had to do 
what I had to do for my team because 

they were going to do the same for me,” 
stated Morrison, who had 10 offers from 
Division 1 colleges but has decided to 
take his enormous talents to Stony Brook 
University.

The Team presented Stepinac Principal 
Paul Carty, the organizer of the Awards 
Dinner each year, with the CHSFL 
Championship Trophy and CHSAA NYS 
Championship Plaque to hang in the halls 
of Stepinac High School. 

Crusaders Head Coach Mike O’Donnell 
has coached at Stepinac for 35 years and he 
gave his 2015 Football Team, the ultimate 
distinction. “I have been here since 1980 
and since I have been here this is definitely 
the best football team that has played here 
at Stepinac,” proclaimed O’Donnell.

The 2015 Stepinac Football Awards 
Dinner concluded as the team gathered 
to watch a video by Rob Piechim, which 
showed highlights of games, instances and 
events, during their historical season. 

The Final Bow-The Stepinac Football Awards Dinner

On behalf  of  the 2015 Stepinac Varsity Football Team, Captain Khaleb Celaj (center) presented a football 
signed by the team with the Stepinac insignia and inscribed “2015 NYS CHSAA Champions Undefeated 
Season” to the Crusaders Coaching Staff, as a thank you for their leadership and guidance throughout 
this remarkable season.

Stepinac Varsity Football Assistant Coach Jonathan 
Demarco presented Terrell “T.J.” Morrison (right) 
with the 2015 Stepinac Team Most Valuable 
Player Award, during the Stepinac Football Awards 
Dinner. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS
The 2015 Stepinac Football Junior Varsity Most 
Valuable Player Award was presented to running 
back/cornerback Justin Hairston (right) by Head 
Coach Joe Venice. 

D’Arcy and Rooney Celebrate Senior Night with a Win
continued from previous page

year, my sister played Mt. Vernon on her 
Senior Night and we lost, so it was a big 
thing to me to actually beat them tonight,” 
said D’Arcy. Kaleigh’s older sister is Tigers 
former guard Tess D’Arcy (’14).

The Lady Tigers who have been plagued 
with turnovers this season seemed to find 
the cure for ball control in the fourth 
quarter, while only loosing the ball once 
to the Knights in the final period. 

The Tigers were leading by only a 
single point, 39-38, at the end of the third 
quarter. Nonetheless, besides securing the 
basketball, their defense held the Knights 
to a mere one point in the fourth quarter. 
“I did realize that we played more together 
in the fourth quarter and calmed down 
and made smart decisions,” commented 
Rooney.

D’Arcy and Rooney were not about to 
lose their Senior Night game. They were 
all over the court on offense and defense 
in the fourth quarter. D’Arcy drove to the 
hoop for two points early in the fourth 
quarter and Rooney also scored to keep 
pace. 

The underclassman stepped up as well 
as sophomore Madison Povemba made 
three of four foul shots late in the fourth 
quarter to seal the game and sophomore 
Vanessa Chica added 10 points.

Despite their lackluster offensive 
performance against the Huguenots, 
while managing only 29 points on Friday; 
the Lady Tigers are in the midst of their 
best season in four years with an 11-5 
record with four games remaining in the 
regular season.

Tigers Sophomore guard Tatayana Mitchell (left) and freshman forward Rae-Anne Richards sing the 
National Anthem, on Senior Night for Girls Basketball at White Plains High School. 
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