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By Pat Casey
Dr. William L. Carter, 

Commissioner of the Greenburgh 
Theodore Young Community 
Center since 2008, died Friday, 
Jan. 15, succumbing to a battle 
with cancer.

“The town of Greenburgh is in 
mourning, and flags will be placed 
at half staff,” Greenburgh Town 
Supervisor said on Friday after 
learning of Carter’s passing.

Carter died on Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s birthday (1-15-29) and 
a whole community crossing 
town and city lines stopped to pay 
respect for a man who inspired 
many with his example and open 
and welcoming personality.

“Bill always made everyone 
smile and laugh. He had a great 
personality. He made people feel 
good about themselves when he 

talked to them,” Feiner said. 
Prior to his service as a 

commissioner in Greenburgh, 
Carter coordinated county-
wide funding for youth initiative 
programming. He worked with 
the Educational Opportunity 
Center of Westchester, the White 
Plains Youth Bureau, Hawthorne 
Cedar Knolls School and Family 
Services of Westchester.  He 
also taught at Westchester 
Community College as an 
adjunct professor. He was active 
in African American Men of 
Westchester and  hosted the 
annual Martin Luther King, Jr. 
breakfast.

With an early history of life on 
the streets, Carter’s is a success 
story – one that gave him the 
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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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Greenburgh & White Plains Bid Farewell to Beloved Community Leader

Elected Officials, Business Leaders Respond 
to Cuomo’s State of the State Address

Pest Control at Cinema de Lux White 
Plains, Hawthorne Multiplex Closes

By Pat Casey
On Jan. 13, New York Governor 

Andrew Cuomo presented the 2016 State 
of the State and Budget address. Titled 
“Built to Lead” the proposed agenda 
allocates more money toward schools, 
roads, homeless programs and affordable 
housing initiatives, and encourages 
stronger ethics laws after a year that was 
rocked by scandal at the state capitol.

Cuomo proposed a $145 billion 
spending plan, keeping state operating 
funds spending growth at 1.7 percent. 
The fiscal plan for 2016-17 commits a 4.3 
percent increase to school aid equating 

to $24.2 billion and $22 billion over 
five years for upstate roads and bridges. 
Additionally, $300 million would go 
toward small business tax cuts and invest 
$125 million in state parks. 

There is also a $20 million consolidation 
competition for local municipalities, 
Cuomo’s budget noted and he vowed to 
put back $443 million in school aid that 
was cut during the recession over a two-
year span. 

Concerning tougher ethics laws for 
state lawmakers, Cuomo wants to cap how 
much a state legislator can earn outside 

By Pat Casey
On January 13, the Cinema de Lux 

movie theater in City Center White Plains 
was cited in violation of the NYS Property 
Maintenance Code by the White Plains 
Building Department after allegations 
that children had left the movie theater 
with tiny skin bites.

According to the White Plains mayor’s 
office, the Building Department has 
spoken with the theater operator, who has 
a regular pest management program in 
place, and has been advised that they are 
taking the additional, necessary measures 
to address the conditions for which they 
have been cited.

The Notice of Violation gives the 
operator 30 days to address the violation. 
If it is determined that after that time, the 
violation was not addressed or remedied, 
the City will issue a summons.

The White Plains Performing Arts 
Center, which is located on the same 
floor of the movie theater at City Center, 
but has a separate space from the movie 
theater and which has not been cited by 
the building department, authorized a 
thorough inspection of its premises by 
a licensed pest management company, a 
statement released Thursday said.  “We 

Bill Carter (center) with Marlyn Pena and Sonja Washington (left), Tanya Johnson and Greenburgh Police Sergeant Hall (right) 
at the Lois Bronz Children’s Center potluck fundraiser held on the grounds of  the Theodore Young Community Center this past 
summer.

continued on page 2
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“Robust Italian cuisine served  
out of a charming vintage diner!”
-Morris Gut, White Plains Examiner

“One of the highest rated restaurants 
in Westchester!”
Zagat Restaurant Survey 

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com 
301 HALSTEAD AVE., HARRISON
(across from Metro-North)

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Regional Italian Cuisine

Now open 7 days for lunch & dinner
Saturday & Sunday from noon to 10 pm.

Chef/Proprietor Dean Vivolo
HEART Y NEW WINTER SPECIALTIES!

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Somers Custom Framing 

insight and 
patience to work 
effectively with 
people living on 
the edge. 

Early on, 
having hit 
bottom in his 
own life, Carter 
was admitted to 
Grace Church 
C o m m u n i t y 
Center’s Open 
Arms Men’s 
Shelter in White 
Plains, where he 
stayed for eight months. The programs 
at Open Arms included counseling 
and workforce training. Through his 
work there, Carter was able to enroll in 
Westchester Community College where 
he was an outstanding student and began 
studies that enabled him to eventually 
receive a master’s degree in social work 
from Columbia University’s School of 
Social Work and ultimately a state social 
work certificate and doctorate degree.

Carter returned to Open Arms to 
counsel homeless men and tutored 
homeless families at the Coachman Hotel, 
also in White Plains.

Most recently, Carter helped produce 

the Greenburgh jazz concert series, which 
was re-named in his honor shortly before 
his most recent hospitalization, according 
to Supervisor Feiner. The series “brought 
to the town the highest quality musicians 
each summer,” Feiner said. 

Above all, Carter will be remembered for 
his work to  improve the quality of life for 
lower income residents through community 
programs involving indoor swimming, 
academic enrichment, arts and crafts, 
dance, music, technology, outdoor play, 
senior citizen programs, and encouraging 
students to attend college.

For those who knew him well, it is with 
joy to have known him and with sadness to 
see him go. 

African American Men of  Westchester Giving Tribute to Bill Carter over the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. weekend. Source: Lee Trollinger, Facebook

have been assured, without a doubt, that 
there is absolutely no evidence of any type 
of pest on our premises. The WPPAC has 
never received a violation of any kind,” 
the staff and board of the WPPAC said.

In other local movie theater news, 
moviegoers reacted with disappointment, 
surprise and resignation last weekend 
to news of the closing of the All 
Westchester Saw Mill Multiplex Cinemas 
in Hawthorne after 30 years of operation.

The 2,300-seat, 10-screen theater 
located at 151 Saw Mill River Rd., which 
showed movies for the final time yesterday 
(Monday), will make way for a new Audi 
car dealership. No date has been set for 

the start of construction. Last Saturday 
there was no hint that the building would 
be torn down.

The dealership will be more than 67,000 
square feet and include vehicle service 
facilities.

Several messages left for National 
Amusements, the theater’s owner, dating 
back several weeks were not returned. 
All of the employees at the multiplex 
who were sought for comments said they 
weren’t willing to be interviewed. 

However, most patrons reacted with 
sadness that a popular location to see 
movies the past three decades would no 
longer be an option. 
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New County Tool Helps  
Residents Track Heating Oil Prices 
By Arthur Cusano

The Westchester County Board of 
Legislators has launched a new tool to 
help county residents find deals on home 
heating, just as winter finally rears its 
head.

The new Oil Prices Tracker webpage 
can be found by following a link on the 
right hand side of the board’s webpage, 
www.westchsterlegislators.com. It lists 
the price per gallon of area home heating 
oil providers to help residents find 
competitive prices.

The new tool was announced last 
week in a video by newly re-elected 
Board Chairman Michael Kaplowitz 
(D-Somers).

“You click on it and the price tracker 
will come up, from the lowest to the 
highest, by price per gallon,” Kaplowitz 
explained in the video, posted on the site 
Vimeo.com. “On a particular day in each 
week, we’re going to review the market 
and post the prices.”

Residents can then reach out to 
the companies by clicking on the link 
provided to their websites. The address 
and phone numbers are also listed on the 
price tracker page.

“You can also utilize the price per gallon 
that is listed here and perhaps negotiate 

with the company you have that delivers 
service on a regular basis, or introduce a 
new company,” Kaplowitz added.

Kaplowitz said he recently used the 
service to negotiate four cents off each 
gallon with his provider.

As of press time, the two companies tied 
for the lowest prices were Hudson Valley 
Fuel Oil in Yorktown Heights at .589 cents 
per gallon and Buy Rite Fuel Company, 
which only provides to Peekskill, at .599 
cents per gallon. 

The cheapest price offered by a 
company that services the entire county 
was .690 cents per gallon by Palisades 
Fuel, based in Ossining. The highest price 
listed was Burke Energy of Hawthorne at 
.99 cents per gallon.
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Elected Officials, Business Leaders Respond to Cuomo’s State of the State Address
continued from page 1
the job. He proposed limiting a lawmaker’s 
outside income to 15 percent of their 
base salary, which is $79,500 each year. 
He also wants to end loopholes that let 
corporations get around campaign finance 
laws. 

State lawmakers need to sign off on the 
budget by March 30.

A day after the governor’s address 
several Westchester Legislators came out 
in support of specific proposals that they 
believe will directly benefit the Westchester 
economy.

Among others, the Governor proposed 
an increase in the minimum wage and 
investments to regional infrastructure and 
affordable housing in New York City.

Legislator MaryJane Shimsky 
(D-Hastings-on-Hudson), who chairs the 
Board’s Infrastructure committee, praised 
the Governor’s initiatives. “The Governor 
showed that he has a deep understanding 
of the challenges that our infrastructure 
faces and what the costs are if we don’t act 
now to modernize it. Westchester County 
has some of the oldest sewer systems in the 

State that could be greatly benefitted by the 
funding that the Governor plans to set aside 
for sewer system improvements.  I look 
forward to working with my colleagues at 
the Board of Legislators to put together a 
competitive plan to get our share of that 
funding.”

“Raising the minimum wage to $15 an 
hour for all industries will directly benefit 
a quarter of the total workforce,” Legislator 
Ken Jenkins (D-Yonkers) added.  Critics 
see this as teenagers earning pocket money 
but more than half of these workers are 35 
or older. More than 40 percent are married, 
parents or both, and many provide the 
main source of their family’s income.  A 
full time job at today’s minimum wage still 
puts so many families below the poverty 
line, setting them up to fail.  I believe we 
can do better and Westchester is a perfect 

community to realize that potential.”
Legislator Alfreda Williams 

(D-Greenburgh) stated, “The Governor’s 
investment in affordable housing is 
an example that government is still 

in the business of helping people 
first.  Westchester County’s leadership has 
failed to address this issue in our backyard 
for some time now and the problem has 
worsened as a result. As a neighbor to New 
York City, I hope Westchester County can 
mirror the efforts that have gone on to 
tackle an issue that impacts many more of 
us than we realize.”

State Senate Democratic Leader 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins (D-Yonkers) 
expressed her support of the Governor’s 
proposals but offered concern from 
frustrating experience over the past years. 
“Unfortunately, in the past, good ideas have 
been met with resistance and ultimately 
blocked in the Republican controlled 
Senate. While lofty and ambitious goals are 
welcome, Albany must become a place of 
action and not just political posturing. The 

speech had some good ideas including our 
mutual goals of passing meaningful ethics 
reforms including restricting outside 
income, raising the minimum wage, 
providing paid family leave, lowering the 
tax burden on families and businesses, 
protecting our most vulnerable, fully 
funding our public education system, and 
moving our economy forward. Now it is up 
to the Senate Republicans to stop blocking 
these proposals and instead work with us, 
the Governor and the Assembly Majority 
to move New York State forward,” Stewart-
Cousins said.

Assemblyman David Buchwald 
(D-White Plains) was supportive of 
the governor’s initiatives, saying: “I will 
continue to fight on behalf of students, 
educators, and taxpayers to appropriately 
fund our public schools and bring 
meaningful mandate relief to our 
families. I look forward to working with 
Governor Cuomo and my colleagues in 
the new legislative year to deliver for our 
communities and make Westchester an 
even better place to live and do business.”

Business Council of Westchester 
President and CEO Marsha Gordon and 
Executive Vice President and COO John 

Ravitz, who both attended the Governor’s 
address, said they were pleased to hear the 
Governor’s support of several initiatives 
of importance to the Business Council’s 
members and the Westchester business 
community. These included enhanced 
tax credits for small businesses, focus 
on consolidation of municipal services 
to reduce cost to taxpayers and improve 
efficiency of government, moratorium 
on toll increases on the New York State 
Thruway which includes the Tappan 
Zee Bridge, and continued funding for 
all Regional Economic Development 
Councils.

The Council says it will continue to 
press the Governor and Legislature for 
mandate relief and will evaluate the impact 
of an increased minimum wage especially 
to small businesses as well as paid family 
leave.  

One of the top priorities of the 
Governor’s agenda was a $91 million 
initiative to increase the rate of breast 
cancer screening.

Dr. Maureen Killackey, Clinical 
Director, Cancer Services NewYork-
Presbyterian Lawrence Hospital and Chair 
of the New York State Cancer Detection 
and Education Program Advisory 
Council, released a statement applauding 
the governor’s initiatives in reducing the 
burden of breast cancer in New York State 
by educating women on the importance of 
guideline-based screening and increasing 
access to screening and treatment. “These 
initiatives will focus on community 
education, patient navigation, expanded 
hours for mammography screening 
and team-based approach throughout 
the continuum of care.  These resources 
are presently offered at our New York 
Presbyterian/Lawrence Hospital cancer 
program as well as throughout NewYork-
Presbyterian.  The Governor’s proposal will 
allow us the opportunity to increase these 
critically important services to a broader 
population,” Dr. Killackey said.

David Propper contributed reporting to 
this story.

NYS Governor Andrew Cuomo delivers his State of  the State address on January 13.

11December 30 - January 5, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com

Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

Senate Democratic Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins with Carl Heastie Speaker of  the State Assembly on 
the dais during Cuomo’s presentation.
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over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

High school and college students can put 
their skills to the test and compete against 
the area’s best young techies in the second 
annual Westchester Smart Mobile App 
Development Bowl. 

This year the contest – a partnership 
between Westchester County and 
Pace University’s Seidenberg School 
of Computer Science and Information 
Systems – challenges students to put 
themselves on the “MAAP” by creating 
“Mobile Apps for Aging Populations.” Apps 
are being sought that improve an aspect of 
daily life for people 65 and older, especially 
in areas where their needs are neglected or 
underserved.

“We know Westchester has some of 
the brightest young minds, and we want 
to push them to even new heights,” said 
County Executive Rob Astorino. “Last 
year’s competition was phenomenal, with 

more than 150 students competing from 
across the tristate area. I can’t wait to see 
what they come up with this year.” 

Cash prizes, paid internships and a 
collection of high-tech gear are all up for 
grabs for the winners. 

According to the United Nations, more 
than 21 percent of the global population 
will be 65 or older by 2050, compared to 
11.7 percent in 2013. This means that 
economies and societies must adapt to 
the needs of the aging population. The 
hope is that the contest will empower both 
generations to become productive and 
thriving members of their communities 
and economies.

Students must compete in teams (two-
person minimum). More than one team 
from the same school is permitted. Students 
may form and register independent teams 
without school affiliation. Students can 

also register as individuals and Pace will 
assist them in forming a team. 

Once registered, teams will be notified 
of important dates, including a kickoff pep 
rally at the County Center. Guidance and 
support will be made available throughout 
the competition by Pace, including free 
technical resources, instructions and 
workshops. 

In the spring, a panel of expert judges 
will score and determine the top mobile 
apps. Winners will be announced and 
prizes will be awarded during an event at 
Pace University’s Pleasantville campus. 

Last year’s challenge attracted more 
than 150 students from high schools 
and colleges across the tristate area. The 
focus last year was on creating apps for 
Alzheimer’s and dementia patients.

“Pace is proud to once again partner 
with Westchester County to mobilize high 

school and college students to help aging 
populations with technology and help 
prepare the next generation of technology 
leaders and innovators,” said Jonathan Hill, 
interim dean of Pace’s Seidenberg School 
of Computer Science and Information 
Systems.

Registration is requested by Friday, 
Feb. 12. To register, visit www.pace.edu/
seidenberg/mobile-app-development-
bowl-2016-challenge/registration or 
e-mail MobileAppContest@pace.edu with 
questions. There is no entry fee.  

To learn more about sponsorship 
opportunities for the Mobile App 
Development Bowl, contact Deth Sao at 
914-773-3706 or e-mail dsao@pace.edu. 

Keeping in step with advances in 
mobile communications technology 
and applications, NewYork-Presbyterian 
recently announced the launch of a new 
smartphone application for patients of 
NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital and the 
NewYork-Presbyterian Regional Hospital 
Network.

Developed by the NewYork-Presbyterian 
Innovation Center, the app is designed to 
help patients access and communicate with 
the hospital and its physicians. 

The new app could also be used by 
patients at NYP’s Westchester hospitals 
including NYP/Lawrence Hospital in 
Bronxville; NYP/Westchester Division 
in White Plains and NYP/Hudson Valley 
Hospital in Cortlandt Manor.

Initial features of the NewYork-
Presbyterian mobile application include:

•Find a Physician: Find physicians 
quickly for any specialty at any NewYork-
Presbyterian location.

•Mobile Bill Payment: Use the mobile 

online payment system to quickly pay bills. 
•Hospital Services Information: Get 

directions to NewYork-Presbyterian 
hospitals and information about primary 
care and specialty services, including 
contact information for appointment 
scheduling and questions.  •Connect with 
Us: Access the @NYPHospital Twitter feed 
for all of the latest news from NewYork-
Presbyterian. 

The free app is available on the Apple 
App Store and can be downloaded at: 
https://appsto.re/us/t8aQ_.I. The Android 
version will be available in the Google Play 
Store in February.

“More and more, people are using 
mobile applications to make important 
decisions, including managing their 
personal health,” says Daniel Barchi, 
chief information officer of NewYork-
Presbyterian. The NewYork-Presbyterian 
Innovation Center is already working on 
new features to include in future updates 
to the app. Among these features are a 

visitor’s guide with an interactive map 
of the Hospital to help patients and their 
families prepare for their stay, as well as 
enhanced telehealth features including 
virtual follow-up appointments, second 
opinions and remote patient monitoring. 

High School, College Students Sought for Mobile App Development Bowl 

NewYork-Presbyterian Launches Mobile App for Patients
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
INTERNAL MEDICINE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-940-2500
PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129

CARMEL: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

CORTLANDT MANOR:
GENERAL SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2315
OB/GYN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-1697

CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675

JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135

MAHOPAC:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-248-5556

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000
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FCA §§ 1035, 1036, 1055 form 10-7c 
(Summons-Child Neglect Proceeding) 
(8/2010)

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
......................................................................................
In the Matter of a Proceeding Under Article
10 of the Family Court Act 
          
SAKIHA NELSON-ARCE (CIN#EC91688K)  Docket Nos. NN-7766-15  
JOVAN ARCE (CIN#EF77427N)                    NN-7763-15  
RAVEN ARCE-HARRIS (CIN#EY03179N) NN-7765-15
                                               F/U No.  142869
Children Under Eighteen Years of Age        
Alleged to be Neglected by                                             SUMMONS                       
                                                                                           (Child Neglect Case)
TRAYVON HARRIS,               (1021 REMOVAL)

Respondent.
......................................................................................

NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD(REN) IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN 
YOUR LOSS OF YOUR RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD(REN).  IF YOUR CHILD(REN) STAYS 
IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY 
BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION(S) TO TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL 
RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR CHILD(REN) 
TO THE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.  IN SOME CASES, THE 
AGENCY  MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH PERIOD. IF SEVERE OR 
REPEATED CHILD ABUSE IS PROVEN BY CLEAR AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE,  
THIS FINDING MAY CONSTITUTE THE BASIS TO TERMINATE YOUR  PARENTAL 
RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR CHILD(REN) 
TO THE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.  

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO 
DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD(REN) 
SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN 
INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT PARENT(s) 
SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD(REN); IF THE CHILD(REN) 
IS PLACED AND REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT 
TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION(S) 
FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT 
OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN) FOR THE PURPOSES OF 
ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING. 

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR 
PERMANENT CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN) AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF 
VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD(REN).

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT 
TRAYVON HARRIS (Putative Father)
58 S. 2nd Ave. - Apt. #B21
Mt. Vernon, NY 10550

Petitions under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this 
Court, and annexed hereto

YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court 
at 111 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., 3rd Floor Annex, White Plains, New York 
10601, on February 8th, 2016, at 9:00 o’clock in the morning of that day to answer 
the petitions and to be dealt with in accordance with Article 10 of the Family Court 
Act.

Upon your failure to appear as herein directed, a warrant may be issued for 
your arrest and/or the Court may proceed to Inquest and hear and determine the 
petitions as provided by law. 

Dated:  December 14, 2015.  
  

________/S/_________________
 Clerk of Court

Know a local high school student 
who’s a neuroscience whiz? Then 
the International Brain Bee is the 
competition for them. On Feb. 11, Burke 
Rehabilitation Hospital will host the 
5th annual local championship for the 
International Brain Bee, an annual, not-
for-profit neuroscience competition for 
high school students that’s designed to 
encourage them to learn more about the 
brain while inspiring them to pursue 
careers in neurology and neurological 
research.

The contest is open to all students in 
grades 9-12 in Westchester County. At 
the event, students will be quizzed on 
subjects such as human neuroanatomy, 
neuroscience, types of diagnoses 
and brain cell identification by a 
distinguished panel of clinicians and 
therapists from Burke. Students will 
also have the chance to speak with some 
of the Burke’s neuroscientists to learn 
more about their careers.

“The Brain Bee is a great opportunity 
for budding neuroscientists to test 
their current knowledge while also 
learning more about the brain and 

nervous system,” says Janet Goodman, 
LMSW, case manager for Burke’s Brain 
Injury Program and coordinator for the 
Brain Bee in Westchester. “These young 
women and men will be the future of 
neuroscience and this competition helps 
expose them to the profession and find 
out how they can be a part of helping 
discover cures for injuries and illnesses 
that affect millions of Americans.”

Local Brain Bees make up the first 
qualifying round in the International 
Brain Bee competition. The winners 
then move on to compete in the 
national Brain Bee in Washington, D.C. 
The winner from the U.S. finals will 
go on to compete in the international 
championship later in the year.

The Westchester Brain Bee will be 
held at  4:30 p.m.  on  Thursday, Feb. 
11 in Burke’s Rosedale conference room, 
785 Mamaroneck Ave., building 4, in 
White Plains. The study guide for the 
competition is available at  brainfacts.
org. 

For additional information or to 
register, contact Janet Goodman at (914) 
597-2237 or jgoodman@burke.org.

Burke Rehab to Host Fifth 
Annual Brain Bee Competition 
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Police Blotter
Greenburgh Police Department

Criminal Mischief.  On Jan. 10 police 
responded to a residence on the report 
of a shattered rear window of a vehicle 
parked in the home’s driveway. The 
damage appeared to have been caused by 
blunt force from a baseball bat or hammer. 
There was glass strewn all over the 
backseat of the vehicle. Surrounding area 
was canvassed yielding negative results. 
There was no other damage to the vehicle 
and no reported stolen items. Report is for 
documentation purposes.

Grand Larceny Auto. On Jan. 9 the 
complainant went to police headquarters 
to report a stolen vehicle. On the previous 
evening, after spending several hours at 
the Spot Light Cafe where he had parked 
his car, the complainant took a taxi home 
and returned the next day to pick up his 
car. When he arrived the car was not there. 
The complainant was informed that the 
café does not tow cars. The complainant 
did not have his car keys, and thinks 
he might have either left them in the 
vehicle or dropped them. Additionally, 
the complainant reported that his wallet 
(containing unknown type credit cards), 
his iPad Mini, and $1500 in cash were 
inside the vehicle when he left it. There is 
no further information at this time.

Grand Larceny Credit Card. On Jan. 8, 
the manager at Sam’s Club notified police 
that three unknown suspects used several 
stolen credit cards to purchase Master 
Card gift cards and various merchandise. 
The first transaction was discovered on 
Dec. 26, when the manager was notified 
by an unknown party that her credit 
card had been used at the Elmsford store 
without her permission. On that date a 
suspect used a Sam’s Club membership 
card and attempted to make a purchase, 
which was declined. The suspect then 
used a different stolen card and was able 
to purchase merchandise in the amount 
of $61.71. The suspect returned to the 
store on Jan. 8 and was able to make three 
separate transactions and obtain $858.84 
in merchandise including several Master 
Card gift cards. On the same day two 
additional suspects attempted and were 
able to complete similar transactions 
using stolen credit cards. Three of the 
transactions were declined and one 
was approved. Sam’s Club has advised 
that several stores in the region have 
had similar incidents. The Elmsford 
manager believes there may be additional 
fraudulent transactions completed by the 
suspects that have not yet been discovered. 
A photo of the first suspect was delivered 
to the detective division.

Heroine Possession. On Jan. 8 during 
routine patrol, officers observed a vehicle 
in the rear parking lot of 70 Virginia Rd. 
with smoke coming out of the windows. 
When the officers approached the vehicle 

they detected a strong odor of marijuana. 
The driver said he was on a break from his 
job and he was smoking marijuana and 
that there were two more bags of marijuana 
inside the vehicle. The driver was asked to 
step out of the vehicle and upon doing 
so officers observed what appeared to be 
heroine sitting in the center console. The 
driver confirmed that the substance was 
heroine and that it belonged to him. He 
also told the officers he had Suboxone in 
his wallet. The Suboxone was seized for 
evidence along with the other drugs and 
the driver was placed under arrest and 
transported to police headquarters. The 
vehicle was impounded and a further 
search revealed several pills that were 
confirmed to be schedule two narcotics by 
the Poison Control Center. All drugs were 
placed into evidence and photos were 
taken.

Property Matters. On Jan. 8, police 
received a walk-in complaint from a 
woman who sold a Fujitsu tablet on eBay 
for $413.95 to a party in Wilmington, 
DE. The complainant said the tablet was 
in poor cosmetic condition but in good 
working condition. However she received 
notification from the buyer that they were 
unsatisfied with the tablet and wished to 
have a refund. The complainant received 
the tablet back in the mail. She noticed 
a return address in the Ukraine instead 
of USA. Upon opening the package the 
complainant said all the settings had been 
changed and she was no longer able to use 
the tablet. There was physical damage to 
the tablet as well as a label on the back with 
a language that was unrecognizable to the 
complainant and a phone number that 
comes back to a computer repair company 
in the UK. (VI) Incident reported for 
documentation.

Suspicious Incident On Jan. 8 at about 
7:30 a.m. a visitor at a residence on Eiler 
Lane reported that he observed a male 5’-
9” tall with olive complexion and wearing 
a grey hoodie standing at the front door. 
The visitor further reported that the 
unknown male tried to turn the doorknob 
until he made eye contact with him 
through the door window at which time 
he casually walked off. A second party 
(description unknown) was seen behind 
him during the encounter. The unknown 
male was then observed walking up the 
driveway and behind another residence, 
which is currently for sale. Responding 
units were on scene within minutes, and 
canvassed the area with negative results. 
No vehicles were observed. Police spoke 
with neighbors but no one observed 
anything out of the ordinary. They were 
advised to notify police if any further 
information surfaced. 

Aiding Another Agency. On Jan. 7 
Greenburgh police officers on regular 
patrol were stopped by Nassau County 

Police at the intersection of Rte. 119 and 
Manhattan Avenue who asked for aid in 
finding a suspect wanted in connection 
with a robbery and assault in Nassau 
County. The Nassau police sergeant said 
the suspect’s phone had “pinged” in the 
area of Manhattan Ave. While this was 
going on, another Nassau County unit had 
stopped a vehicle on Knollwood Road and 
the I-287 west entrance with one suspect 
in the car. Greenburgh police escorted 
Nassau county units to the area of the 
Manhattan Avenue residence where they 
believed the second suspect was located.

Suspicious Incident. On Jan. 6 a female 
employee of a laundry on Tarrytown Road 
reported to police that she works daily 
from 5 p.m. to closing at 11p.m. On Jan. 
1, when she began work, she reported 
that a white male with a black beard who 
she had never seen before, entered the 
laundry and began screaming at her to 
move to the back of the store and have 
sex with him. The complainant said the 
unknown man left when she told him her 
boyfriend was coming and an unknown 
person doing laundry walked through 
the door. The complainant says the male 
drives a two door, white vehicle and has 
been appearing at her job, parking in front 
of the store and then circling until she 
closes up and leaves every night since Jan. 
1. The complainant has been unable to get 

a license plate for the vehicle. She states 
that since the first incident she does not 
close the laundry alone. The complainant 
was advised to call police the next time 
she sees the vehicle outside her job. 
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Ita Osterman
Ita J. Osterman a resident of West 

Harrison passed away on Jan 14. Ita was 
born on Sept. 29, 1940 in County Kerry 
Ireland to Charles and Mary (O’Brien) 
Myles. Both have predeceased her. In 1960 
Ita was crowned The Queen of County 
Kerry Ireland.

Ita married her beloved husband Walter 
E Osterman on July 22, 1961 at The Good 
Shepherd R.C. Church in New York City. 

Ita was the Conference Coordinator 
for the Furman Selz & Company for  
more than 15 years, until her retirement 

in 1997.
Ita is survived by her husband Walter, 

three loving children Petrina Garbarini 
of Hingham, MA, Walter Osterman of 
Scituate, MA, and Jeffrey Osterman of 
Tampa, FL.

Also surviving, one sister Josephine 
Galvin of Northport, NY. There are 
three cherished grandchildren, Myles 
Garbarini, Margot Osterman, and J.C. 
Osterman. Ita was predeceased by one 
brother Robert Myles, and two sisters 
Teresa Cooney, and Bernadette Duffy. 
Funeral Mass Tuesday, Jan. 19 10 a.m. 
at St Anthony of Padua. Interment to 
follow at Gate of Heaven Cemetery. In 

lieu of flowers please make donation to 
St Anthony of Padua Church 85 Harrison 
Street West Harrison NY 10604.

Bridget Glynn
Bridget J. Glynn, a Nanuet, NY resident, 

died January 12 at the age of 95. She was 
born June 25, 1920 in White Plains, to the 
late Frank and Veronica Sullo. Bridget 
worked as a chef. 

She is survived by her children; 
Maureen Shannon of Nanuet, NY and 
Thomas (Roseann) Glynn of Downers 
Grove, IL, her grandchildren Eileen and 
Christina, great grandchildren Gabrielle 
and Benjamin, and her sister Gloria. 
Bridget is predeceased by her husband 
Francis (Red) Glynn, her brothers; Frank, 
Joe, Dee and Nicky and her sisters Jay and 
Edith.

Michael Boylan
Michael F.X. Boylan, 89, died Jan. 11 at 

The Bristol of White Plains. He was born 
and raised in Jersey City, NJ and was a 
long time resident of Point Pleasant, NJ, 
where he lived with his loving wife of 50 
years, Edna. He was a graduate of Cooper 
Union in NYC and Lincoln H.S. in Jersey 
City. A World War II Navy veteran, he 
served aboard the USS Missouri in the 
Pacific. He is a retired Jersey City Police 
Captain who later worked for the US 

Army as an Avionics Engineer based at 
Fort Monmouth.

He is survived by his daughter Margaret 
and son in law Ronald Statile of White 
Plains; his son Michael and his daughter in 
law Joanne of Lisle, IL: his son James and 
daughter in law Jane of Cleveland, OH; his 
daughter in law Holly Boylan Flego, the 
wife of his late son Thomas of Colts Neck, 
NJ.: his sister Kathleen Chester of Jersey 
City, NJ: eight grandchildren and eleven 
great grandchildren. He was predeceased 
by his wife Edna and his sister Rosemarie 
Atkinson.

Obituaries

To: White Plains Mayor Tom Roach
The “new” FASNY group, Neighbors 

ACT, that introduced itself to the Common 
Council recently, is hardly new. Most of 
these people have already been involved 
with the FASNY effort. Interestingly, two-
thirds of the 50 addresses listed in the 
letter are from outside the Gedney Farms 
neighborhood. This paltry list of 90 names 
hardly compares with the 2,000 residents 
of White Plains who signed an earlier 
petition against approval of the school. 
Many of the members of this “new group” 
have some relationship with the school. 
Most significantly and troubling is that 
two are members of the FASNY Board of 
Trustees despite a school source saying 
that FASNY has no connection with the 
group. However, it appears that the “new 
group” is, in fact, sponsored by FASNY.

Gedney Farms and its adjoining 
neighborhoods have been under siege 

by FASNY and its proposal for a massive 
regional school for more than four years. 
The neighborhood was forced to expend 
considerable funds and time to present the 
real facts regarding a proposal that should 
never have been considered. As predicted, 
area home values declined measurably as 
potential buyers saw the likely impact on 
the neighborhoods in the south end of the 
City. Regrettably, despite clear evidence 
to the contrary, FASNY’s PR machine has 
repeatedly attempted to marginalize the 
widespread opposition to the project by 
suggesting that only a small, vocal group 
was against it.

FASNY’s behavior and tactics during 
the process has been most unusual and 
frankly unbecoming for a non-profit 
institution. First they purchased the 
property without normal due diligence. 
They said they wanted to be accepted by 
the neighborhood. However, when the 

neighborhoods in the south end of the City 
expressed serious reservations with the 
project FASNY doubled down dismissing 
those against it and advocated closure of a 
neighborhood street saying it was integral 
to their site plan. Forget that the street was 
integral to the neighborhood for close to 
100 years. 

When FASNY realized that they might 
not have the requisite votes for approval, 
the Chair of the School, Ms. Andrea 
Colombel Soros, published a full-throated 
diatribe threatening a lawsuit, which 
many understandably took as an attempt 
to intimidate the Common Council. After 
the vote, FASNY filed a lawsuit so weak 
and disjointed that it found it necessary 
to stoop to disparaging the Council 
members who voted against closure of the 
road. Now, in the midst of their nuisance 
lawsuit a “new” group suddenly emerges 
that pretends not to be associated with the 

school despite two of its members serving 
on the school Board.

When does FASNY stop the deceit and 
harassment? How long will it continue 
to tarnish its reputation? We ask you, 
Mayor Roach, as leader of our City, to 
request FASNY to refrain from any more 
harassment of the Common Council 
members who voted against the road 
closure. Such harassment in the midst of 
ongoing litigation is both improper and 
ill-advised.

It’s time for FASNY to accept the 
Common Council’s decision and move 
on and for the former Ridgeway Country 
Club to be acquired by a new owner 
that understands the zoning of the 
property and the views and concerns of 
the neighborhoods that surround the 
property.

–John E. Sheehan,  
President The Gedney Association

The White Plains Department of 
Public Safety has notified neighborhood 
associations that there has been a slight 
uptick in larcenies from vehicles that were 
left unlocked. The following preventative 

safety measures are recommended.
Lock your vehicle and pocket the keys. If 

you have a GPS remove it and the suction 
cup from the window, and wipe the ring left 
from the suction cup from the window. Store 

the device out of sight. If possible, avoid 
parking next to vans, pick-ups and other 
large vehicles.  These large vehicles can 
“hide” your vehicle and make it difficult 
to observe. Don’t invite a vehicle break-in 

by leaving packages or valuables (cellular 
phones, compact discs, computers and radar 
detectors, etc.) in sight. Whenever possible, 
park in well lighted and busy areas. If your 
car is equipped with an alarm system, use it.

Gedney Association Responds to Neighbors ACT Letter Regarding FASNY 

To Avoid Theft, Lock Your Car at All Times
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When winter’s 
beauty turns 
more beastly 
with arctic winds, 
mounds of snow 
and bone-chilling 
temperatures, the 
season’s harsh side 
can prove especially 
dangerous for senior 

adults. Even older snowbirds escaping 
to warmer climates still can encounter 
dips in the thermometer, rains and icy 
navigation.

Colder weather is not particularly kind 
to seniors. Slick sidewalks lead to falls, 
colds and the flu escalate and depression 
looms because of indoor confinement 
and less social interaction. To counter the 
wintertime risks for older adults, basic 
planning and prevention can make the 
cold weather manageable and actually 
enjoyable.

Stay warm indoors. A comfortable 
thermostat setting in winter is 68 to 
70 degrees. Many elders push their 
thermostats to higher temperatures, but 
this causes skin and nasal passages and 
raises the heating bill. Instead, seniors 
who feel chilled might consider wearing 
thicker socks, fleece slippers and a thin, 
thermal undershirt and leggings. Today’s 
lightweight “long johns” trap body heat, 
wisk away moisture and layer well beneath 
outer clothes. Wearing a scarf around the 
neck and a knit hat also can increase one’s 

warmth around the house.
Beware of slick outdoor conditions. 

Inclement weather can create a buildup 
of snow, ice and mud on walkways and 
driveways. Wear nonskid boots, get help 
shoveling snow, use ice melt or sand for 
traction and watch diligently for black ice.

Wear appropriate clothing outdoors. 
To prevent heat loss or hypothermia, the 
elderly who venture into the cold should 
wear light, layered, loose-fitting clothing 
under an insulated, waterproof winter 
coat. Outerwear with a fleece 
lining and windproof shell is 
a plus. A hat is a must since 
up to half of a person’s body 
heat is lost through the head. 
Weatherproof, lined gloves 
or mittens that still allow for 
flexibility are smart to wear.

Stay current on immunizations. 
Seniors with a weakened immune system 
are more vulnerable to catching colds and 
the flu or more severe illnesses, including 
pneumonia. Older adults should consult 
with their doctor about seasonal and year-
round immunizations that are best for 
their overall health.

Consume a balanced diet. Individuals 
who remain indoors more during winter 
find it tempting to eat starchy convenience 
foods and skip fresh fruits and vegetables. 
Adding vegetables to soups and fruits to 
smoothies is an easy way to add vitamin-
enriched foods to a senior’s diet. With less 
natural sunlight during winter to boost a 

body’s vitamin D level, eating grains, milk 
and seafood can help.

Keep well hydrated. Although the 
elderly may not feel as thirsty in cooler 
weather, drinking six to eight glasses of 
liquid a day is still advised. Hot tea, apple 
cider and cocoa are fun additions to a 
wintertime beverage list, but stay mindful 
of the extra sugar and calories.

Prevent isolation and depression. 
Harsh weather invites less social 
interaction, and for many seniors can 

affect mental health. To 
prevent loneliness and the 
winter blues, schedule regular 
outings, personal visits, phone 
calls and social networking. 
Staying connected with 
others helps trigger the body’s 
natural mood lifters, including 

dopamine, serotonin and endorphins.
Be prepared for power outages and 

other emergencies. Every home needs a 
year-round emergency preparedness kit 
that includes a flashlight, batteries and 
first aid supplies. For a comprehensive list 
of what to do during a power outage, visit 
the Department of Homeland Security’s 
website at http://www.ready.gov/power-
outage.

Don’t forget the car. For safe wintertime 
driving, good wipers and tires with plenty 
of snow-gripping tread are essential. 
Always keep the gas tank near full and 
carry an ice scraper, windshield washer 
fluid and a safety kit. Before getting on the 

road, it is smart for seniors to share their 
travel routes and expected arrival times 
with family or friends. Traveling with a 
charged cellphone and a car charger is 
another safety tip for any season of the 
year.

Throughout winter, families should 
check in daily with their elder loved ones 
who are living alone. Home healthcare 
companies such as Right at Home 
provide senior care services, including 
regular home visits for everything from 
companion care to driving the elderly to 
appointments, errands and wintertime 
activities.

With safety steps in place, aging adults 
can enjoy more beauty and less beast 
during winter months.

Lou Giampa is president of Right at Home 
Westchester and a state certified nurse aide 
(CNA) who volunteers in hospitals and 
nursing homes throughout Westchester. 
He also volunteers with the Alzheimer’s 
Association, Meals on Wheels and the Aging 
in Place community. For more information, 
visit www.westchesterseniorcare.com.

Guest 
Column

The League of Women Voters of White 
Plains will honor Dorothy Schere at its 
annual Dinner Party on Sunday, Jan. 31. 
The party will be held at the home of Janice 
Abbott and Richard Bernstein from 3 to 
5 p.m. at 177 Soundview Ave. in White 
Plains.

The LWVWP has referred to Dorothy 
Schere as the consummate volunteer, 
giving countless hours of her time 
and her many talents to White Plains 
organizations. She is quoted as saying that 
her favorite activities are those that involve 
working with children and helping our 
local community.

A native of Abington, PA, Dorothy 
majored in Psychology at Chestnut Hill 
College and moved to New York to work 
as a social worker. She met her husband 
Jonathan, an engineer, in New York City, 
where they had three children before 
moving to Hartsdale in 1968, where she 
first joined the League of Women Voters. 
Dorothy and Jonathan then moved to 
White Plains in 1971. One of her first major 
volunteer roles was to serve as President of 
Meals on Wheels from 1978-83.

While raising their children, Dorothy 
started her long career of service to the 
White Plains School District. Among her 
many roles, she was President of the Post 

Road School PTA, the Eastview Middle 
School PTA, and PTA Council. Later on, 
she was elected to the White Plains Board 
of Education, serving from 1987 to 2006, 
and served as School Board President from 
2005-2006. She was also the School Board’s 
delegate to the Community Committee 

to Combat Drugs. She is very proud to 
have been involved when the District 
moved to the School Choice Program, a 
successful model of student diversification 
that remains in place today. Dorothy also 
was gratified to know the schools’ staff 
and students over the years, and loved 
attending graduations.

Dorothy has been engaged in many other 
aspects of education. She was certified as a 
mediator and trainer for the Westchester 
Mediation Center in 1992, and worked as 
a community mediator in the schools for 
many years. She volunteered in the Parent 
Child Program for preschoolers, and was 
involved in Family Services of Westchester’s 
Reading Buddies program. Dorothy began 
volunteering in the classroom at Post Road 
School in 1980, where you can still find her 
to this day.

Dorothy is a long-time member of the 
League of Women Voters of White Plains, 
working on many different projects, such as 
voter registration, election night reporting, 
the voter’s guide, immigration court, and 
of course, hosting the wonderful annual 
picnic at her home. And as anyone who has 
attended the picnics will attest, Dorothy is 
a passionate and talented gardener. She 
has been on the board of the White Plains 
Beautification Foundation since 1986, and 

served as its President from 2005-2007. 
She was named a Master Gardener by the 
Cornell Cooperative Extension in 2002.

Other local organizations have been 
fortunate to count Dorothy as an active 
participant. She is a past member of the 
Foundation for Public Education in White 
Plains and the Council of Neighborhood 
Associations, and a current member of the 
White Plains Woman’s Club and the Youth 
Board. She was a founding member and 
past Vice President of the Community that 
Cares.

Dorothy’s generous spirit extends 
to friends and family. Her family now 
includes three grandchildren and four 
step-grandchildren, and she hosts large 
gatherings during the holidays. She and 
Jonathan enjoy traveling, including two 
trips with Rotary Club, of which Jonathan 
is a member, to South Africa and Ecuador. 
On the trip to Ecuador, the Scheres met a 
young man who moved to the US and lived 
with them for eight years while he pursued 
his education.

All are welcome to attend this event. The 
cost is of the dinner is $30 per person/$45 
for two in advance/ $35 per person at the 
door. Make checks payable to LWVWP 
and send to PO Box 2032, White Plains, 
NY 10602-2032.

League of Women Voters of White Plains to Honor Dorothy Schere

Dorothy Schere, the consummate volunteer, to 
be honored at League of  Women Voters of  White 
Plains annual party.

Cold Weather Safety Tips for Seniors

By Lou Giampa
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Conflicting Health Guidelines Over Red Wine Emphasize Need for Moderation
I drink wine for 

its ethereal qualities. 
I appreciate the 
intrinsic pleasure it 
brings to my palate 
and my intellect. 

The touted health 
aspects of a glass of 
wine are a valuable 

side benefit.
Over the last 20 years, numerous studies 

have been published espousing the health 
benefits of red wine. Volumes have been 
written on the benefits of antioxidants in 
our food and in our bodies. Each of the 
many compounds that fall into the broad 
category of antioxidants (polyphenols, 
sirtuin proteins) interacts with other 
compounds to fight the negative effects of 
our diets and lifestyles. 

Studies have validated the benefits of 
red wine: protecting the heart and brain, 
fighting and preventing cancers, reversing 
diabetes and obesity, boosting the immune 
system and slowing the aging process.

Long before science began focusing on 
the potential health benefits of red wine, 
much of the western world was consuming 
red wine.

For centuries, British subjects enjoyed 
their glass of Claret (typically red wine 
from Bordeaux) to accompany a fine 
meal and to create or perpetuate a certain 
refined lifestyle.

The American experience has been 
quite different. Early in our democracy’s 
history, the typical lifestyle was anything 
but refined; alcohol was consumed to 
wash away the drudgery and arduous 
workday for many blue collar workers. 

Wine was not a beverage of choice; it was 
not readily available and rather expensive 
compared to distilled 
spirits. Just as it had 
gained popularity from 
the efforts of European 
farmers and winemakers, 
along came Prohibition in 
1920, lasting 13 long years. 
The wine industry didn’t 
begin to flourish until the 
mid-1970s. Today, the 
United States is the largest 
wine-consuming nation in the world. 

With the rise in wine consumption over 
the last half century has come an increased 
scientific focus on our general health, not 
just wine in particular. Major strides have 
been made in health and life sciences. 
Longevity statistics bear this out. In 1920, 
the life expectancy of males and females 
in the United States was 54 and 55 years, 
respectively. In 2014, 78 and 81 years – 
an astounding 44 percent and 47 percent 
increase, respectively. As life expectancy 
continues to increase, every nuance 
in our lifestyles and diets, including 
red wine consumption, will play a  

role in our health.   
I’d like to think my perspective covers 

all wine consuming nations and that 
governments share the same view. In the 
United States, the USDA has established 
guidelines for alcohol consumption. 
Stating that moderation is acceptable, 
men should consume no more than two 

glasses per day; women, 
one glass. 

Other countries don’t 
necessarily agree with these 
guidelines. Just last week 
the United Kingdom issued 
revised guidelines for wine 
consumption. “Red wine is 
bad for you, say experts” 
blared the U.K. dailies.     

U.K. Chief Medical 
Officer Dame Sally Davies reported the 
results of the latest research and issued 
new guidelines. She warned that there is 
no safe level of drinking. Further, wine 
consumption should be limited to seven 
glasses a week for men and women, with 
days of abstinence between glasses.

Several statements from her sum up the 
headline:

“There’s an old wives’ tale that we were 
all brought up on – that a glass of red wine 
protected the heart.”

“What I do when I go home…is drink a 
glass of tea, or cup of tea, instead of a glass 
of wine.”

How do I feel about this pronouncement 
of the new U.K. guidelines? Of this reversal 
and repudiation of all the positive studies 
we’ve heard about red wine?

With so much conflicting data in the 
Googlesphere, I’m not sure I ever will 
know the truths of the effects of wine 
consumption. The bottom line for me 
are the three principles I’ve adopted: 
moderation in consumption; drink 
responsibly; consult your medical 
professional. Somewhere in those maxims 
lies a reasonable approach. 

But then again, reasonableness can be 
very subjective. We all have a tendency 
to process information from our own 
perspective – influenced by lifestyle, 
habits, and reliance on simpatico 
viewpoints – and rationalize what we wish 
to conclude. 

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident.  For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. 
You can reach  him 
at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.
com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

As we settle into 2016, it’s time for The 
Home Guru to report on the closing of the 
fourth quarter of the housing market in 
2015 and take a look into his crystal ball 
and see how experts say it might behave in 
the months ahead. 

Just in are the results of the last three 
months that show continued heavy 
residential sales volume in Westchester 
with strong economic conditions in the 
region as well as declining affordability 
in New York City as key motivators of 
demand.  

Listing inventory fell 4.1 percent to 
3,814, the lowest fourth quarter total 
since 2004. The absorption rate, which is 
the number of months to sell all listing 
inventory at the current rate of sales was 
4.7, 14.5 percent faster than a year ago and 
the fastest market pace we’ve seen since 
2003.

Days on the market, indicating the 
number of days from the original listing to 
contract, fell 11.7 percent to 98 days, about 
half the 186 days in the same quarter five 
years ago. Listing discount, the percentage 
from the original list price to the sales 
price, decreased to 3.6 percent from 4.3 
percent in the year-ago quarter. Median 
sales price for all residential properties was 
unchanged at $425,000.

Average price per square foot rose 2.6 
percent to $280 from the year-ago quarter.  
Average sales price slipped 3.6 percent to 

$548,877, reflecting weaker 
conditions in the luxury 
market. The median price 
for single-family sales, 
representing 58.1 percent 
of all county sales, was 
$565,000, down 0.5 percent 
from the same period a year 
ago. 

While no one can make 
any guarantees about the 
future, some experts are 
in general agreement that 
the following factors will 
be affecting the real estate 
market this year.

Inventory will remain 
low: Today, home prices 
are higher again, following 
the fallout of the recession, 
but not quite as high as 
they were in 2007. The result is that even 
though demand has risen a small amount 
inventory remains low. It’s a better time 
to be a seller now, although homes still 
have to be priced realistically to generate 
interest.

Renting vs. buying: The recession, 
along with the market slowdown that 
accompanied it, drove up the cost of rent 
in two ways. First, low inventory meant 
that many potential homebuyers had to 
settle for renting when they couldn’t find 
a property to purchase soon enough. 

Second, the hardships of the 
recession made renting seem 
safer than buying for many 
individuals. This was great news 
for landlords, who could raise 
their rents and keep vacancies 
low in the face of high demand.

However, what goes up must 
come down, and the demand for 
rental properties may soon be 
taking a dip. Should the cost of 
renting continue to rise, buying 
a home and building equity may 
seem like the more affordable 
option to more people. 

The economy is improving, 
except when it’s not: 
Unemployment is down, you 
say? Splendid, except wages have 
remained stagnant. Not so good. 
Well then, last month the Federal 

Reserve bumped up short-term interest 
rates by 0.25 percent, based on its belief 
that the economy can handle it. Sounds 
optimistic, but alas, this was followed by 
the Dow losing 1,437 points in the first two 
weeks of this year.

What does this mean for homebuyers 
and sellers? Some buyers will be motivated 
to make their purchases now, before the 
Federal Reserve makes the next of its 
projected rate increases, which will affect 
mortgage interest rates. Some buyers will 
be encouraged by the overall improvement 

in certain areas of the economy, but 
then some will be scared off by the wild 
fluctuations that are still taking place. 
Sellers are left to decide whether their 
homes have gained back enough of their 
value to be worth putting on the market, 
or if they could wait longer but risk seeing 
the market ebb again.

Trends would indicate a better market 
for sellers, but the financial burden faced 
by younger buyers – paying back student 
loan debt combined with continued 
economic volatility – may dampen the 
good news. 

Homebuyers should be aware that 
interest rates will probably continue to rise, 
and competition for available homes will 
be stiffer than in years past. That means 
homeowners who are now on the fence 
about listing their homes can feel more 
confident about taking the leap. We know 
for sure that the buyers are out there again, 
and we realtors are getting really frustrated 
that we don’t have enough inventory to 
show!

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. 
(www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate 
site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, 
and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. 
To engage the services of The Home Guru  
to market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

The Home Guru’s 2016 Real Estate Forecast
December 30, 2014 - January 5, 2015 The Examiner14

Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Plates, a New American menu 

restaurant in Larchmont located across 
from the Metro-North train station, 

introduced  Saturday brunch on Jan. 16. 
Plates had been serving Sunday brunch 
since its early days.

The Saturday menu includes traditional 

brunch fare such as buttermilk 
pancakes,  omelets and Eggs Benedict. 
There are also dishes with a more creative 
approach such as  a  chicken and waffle 
combination with spicy honey ($18) and 
a plateful of scrambled eggs accompanied 
by house-smoked  brisket,  tortilla chips 
and barbecue beans ($14). 

The restaurant is located in a more 
than 100-year-old structure on Myrtle 
Boulevard. Originally built as a rest 
house for New Haven Railroad engineers 
and conductors, the building had 
been  converted  to a speakeasy during 
Prohibition, then to a restaurant owned 
by George Carl named Carl’s on the Park 

in  1950. Matthew Karp, the 
owner and chef and his wife 
Wendy, bought the property 
in 2004.

Wine at the Saturday and 
Sunday brunches is offered at 
a 50 percent discount.

The brunch menu at Plates 
also includes New Orleans 
broiled oysters ($12), a home-
made pastrami Reuben ($14), 
salads starting at $8, pasta, 
sliders, a  variety of burgers, 
mini short-rib tacos and 
bottomless barbecue.

A deviled eggs, jalapeño 
and siracha appetizer 
combination, called a “brunch 
must” by Karp, is priced at $6.

The children’s $10 menu 
(for kids 10 and under) 

includes burgers with French fries or 
a salad, mac  and cheese, Margherita 
pizza, pasta and pancakes. All kids get a 
scoop of ice cream on the house.

Cocktails cost $7 each and include a 
fresh-squeezed orange juice mimosa, a 
classic Bloody Mary, a honey vodka/OJ 
Screwdriver and a pomegranate and mint 
vodka lemonade.

Brunch is served on Saturday and 
Sunday from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Plates is located at 121 Myrtle 
Boulevard in Larchmont. For more 
information, call 914-834-1244 or visit 
www.platesonthepark.com.

By Jerry Eimbinder
Good values abound at Mediterraneo 

in Pleasantville. Daily dining discounts 
include a three-course meal, prix-fixed at 
$25 per person, plus tax and tip. 

Appetizers that come with the prix-
fixe meal are baked clams, mussels, 
eggplant rollatini, meatballs, salad or soup 
(either pasta e fagioli or lentil). The main 
course choices are chicken parmigiana, 
a selection of pastas or sole piccata. The 
desserts are ricotta cheese cake, tiramisu 
or biscotti – all house-made. The deal 
is available on Sunday night, Tuesday 
through Thursday evenings and on Friday 
and Saturday until 6 p.m.

Mediterraneo also offers a special 
incentive every day of the week, except 
Monday when the restaurant is closed. 
The daily deals are:

Tuesday: Eggplant “meatballs” 
(polpette) over spaghetti (chitarra), $18.

Wednesday: A one-and-a-half-pound 
steamed lobster with French fries and a 
vegetable, $27.

Thursday: A 20 percent discount on all 
bottles of wine.

Friday and Saturday: Buy one appetizer, 

glass of wine or beer at the bar and get one 
free; beginning at 8 p.m.

Sunday: A dinner with Braciola over 
gnocchi, $25.

Dinner (à la carte) entrées include veal 
Milanese ($25), pan roasted salmon ($24), 
egg battered filet of sole ($23), center-
cut pork chop ($24) and New York strip 
steak ($30). A seafood stew costs $28 and 
includes shrimp, clams, scallops, sole and 
plum tomato over linguine.

Pizza can be ordered 
as an appetizer at dinner. 
If considering a shared 
pizza as a table appetizer, 
chef and owner Rino 
Letizia recommends either 
Boscaiola (wild mushrooms, 
crumbled sweet sausage 
and mozzarella) at $16 or D 
Mare (chopped Little Neck 
clams, garlic, olive oil, grated 
parmigiana and parsley) for 
$17.

Popular appetizers 
are grilled octopus over 
cannelloni beans ($14) and 
veal and ricotta meatballs 
served in a light tomato sauce 

with garlic crostini ($13), said Letiziam a 
native of Messina, Italy before moving to 
the United States with his family when he 
was 16. 

Pasta is available in portions with two 
sizes. For example, whole wheat linguine 
with chicken, sun dried tomatoes and 
asparagus sautéed in garlic and olive oil is 
offered at $15 or $19. 

A risotto special changes daily. Gluten-

free penne is available for an additional $3.
A raw-bar combination platter ($28) 

comes with four oysters, four clams and 
a four-shrimp cocktail; it accommodates 
two people.

The introduction of a new event – a 
wine tasting dinner – is likely to start in 
March.

Before opening Mediterraneo on Sept. 
20, 1995, Letizia worked at restaurants in 
The Bronx.

The staff at Mediterraneo includes 
Chef Andrew Margiotta, who joined 
the restaurant 15 years ago; Letizia’s wife 
Laura, who handles the front of the house; 
Letizia’s son Carlo, who helps out on 
weekends; and co-host and manager Luigi 
Delvecchio.

Mediterraneo opens for lunch at noon 
Tuesday through Friday; dinner service 
begins at 5 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday. 
The restaurant does not serve lunch on 
weekends and is closed on Monday.

Mediterraneo is located at 75 Cooley St. 
in Pleasantville. A parking lot is adjacent to 
the restaurant. For more information, call 
914-773-1020 or visit www.mediterraneo.
com.

 The Restaurant Examiner

Pleasantville’s Mediterraneo Offers Special Dining Incentives 

Dinner and Movie Special 
Featured at Anna Maria’s

Saturday Brunch Begins at Plates in Larchmont

By Jerry Eimbinder
Anna Maria’s in Larchmont will take 

15 percent off of the total dinnertime 
bill of customers who eat at the Italian 
home-style restaurant  before seeing a 
movie. The offer, which includes the 

consumption of beverages with food, 
is valid now through Saturday, Feb. 27. 

The discount applies to movies at 
any theater where the screenings begin 
from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. on Thursdays, 
Fridays or Saturdays.  

The offer has other contingencies: 
diners need to mention  “movie 
night”  when making a reservation 
and to provide the movie time. They 
also need to show the tickets before 
ordering and to vacate their tables at 
least 15 minutes before the film begins.

Diners are eligible for the discount 
if they order pasta,  entrées  or both 
but not if they order only beverages. 
The  discount cannot not be used for 
purchasing gift certificates. 

The restaurant also conducts a 
Happy Hour from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
with discounted drinks and appetizers 
at the bar on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays (except holidays). It 
serves a $19 two-course pasta dinner 
on Wednesdays.

Anna Maria’s is located at 18 
Chatsworth Ave. in  Larchmont. Call 
914-833-0555 for more information.

Mediterrano on Cooley Street in Pleasantville.

Chef  Anna Maria Santorelli, owner of  Anna 
Maria’s home-style Italian restaurant in 
Larchmont, is offering a dinner and movie 
special where diners get 15 percent off  their 

The house cured smoked pastrami Ruben served at Plates in 
Larchmont.

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTO
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 011916

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

HELP WANTED
Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and Cer-
tifications Running Bulldozers, Backhoes 
and Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement. 
VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

NEW YEAR, NEW AIRLINE CAREERS  
ñGet trained as FAA certified Aviation 
Technician. Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assistance. Over-
night classes available. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
REPOSSESSED LAND BARGAINS! 
Cooperstown Lakes Region & Catskill 
Mountains! 5 acres- $19,900 11 acres- 
$39,900 Streams, lake access, mountain 
views! Clear title, fully guaranteed trans-
action! Owner financing! Call 888-905-
8847. NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGALS
LEGAL NOTICE OF FORMATION 
OF PARANDA MEDIA, LLC, ARTS 
OF ORG. filed with Sect’y of State of NY 

(SSNY) on 4/11/2006. Office in Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served, SSNY shall mail 
process to: 80 Vaughn Ave, New Ro-
chelle, NY 10801. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GELIX, 
LLC. Art. of Org. filed with Sec’y of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 9/17/2015. Office 
location in Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 333 N. Bed-
ford Rd. Ste. 230, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Thrive HR Solu-
tions, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY  
on 7/27/15. Office in Westchester County.  
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: United States Corpora-
tion Agents, 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of M.J. Fish LLC 
filed with the Secretary of State of NY on 
November 17, 2015.  SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against may be served.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 302 West Main Street, 
Suite 155, Avon, CT 06001.

Notice of Formation of HSN Prop-
erty, LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 11/27/15. Offc. Loc: Westchester Cty. 
SSNY design. As agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to the LLC, 2 
Overhill Road Suite 260, Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: any lawful business ac-
tivity. 

Notice of Formation of Invariably Digi-
tal, LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 
9/9/2015. Office Location: Westchester 

County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: In-
variably Digital LLC, 143 Park Dr, East-
chester, NY 10709 Purpose: any lawful 
purpose

Notice of Formation of Jenny Dobell 
Gardenscaping, LLC Art. Of Org. filed 
with SSNY on 12/17/15. Offc. Loc: West-
chester Cty. SSNY desig. as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to the 
LLC, 10 Central Ave. Rye, NY, 10580. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of Sabina Global 
Communities, LLC. Sabinagc.com filed 
with Department of State of New York 
on 8/28/15. Office location: Westches-
ter County. United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc. Suite 202; 7014 13th Avenue 
Brooklyn NY 11228 designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to United States 
Corporation Agents, Inc. Suite 202; 
7014 13th Avenue Brooklyn NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

MISCELLANEOUS
NANNY LOOKING TO WATCH 
YOUR CHILD. Full or part time. Day or 
night. Looking to work in Westchester. 
Great references. Have car. Fun, upbeat 
person. Extremely reliable. Call or email 
(914) 202-5964 or brendalucky777@
aim.com

MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

WANTED
CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail  
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Jan. 19
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. This week’s 

presentation will be given by White 
Plains resident Phyllis Rodriquez on her 
second trip to Guantanamo. Tuesdays @ 
Dorry’s  gathers  “conversation partners” 
weekly for informal table talk. There is 
no charge. Just come and order your food 
from Sylvia and enjoy the discussion and 
the company. Food ordering begins at 
5:30 p.m. Presentation and discussion 6 
to 7 p.m. Dorry’s Diner, 468 Mamaroneck 
Avenue, White Plains; 914-682-0005.

Wednesday, Jan. 20
Noonday Free Concert. Presented by 

Downtown Music at Grace. Best known 
to Downtown Music audiences for his 
stellar recitals of the classical repertoire, 
clarinetist Pavel Vinnitsky has appeared at 
some of the world’s major klezmer music 
festivals and toured Israel and Europe with 
a klezmer trio. He is a founding member 
of the Jewish Arts Ensemble of New York. 
He is joined by Anna Vinnitsky who has 
appeared at the Gewanhaus in Leipzig and 
Orchestra Hall in Chicago; 12:10 p.m. at 
Grace Episcopal Church, corner of Main 
St. and Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains. 
This concert is made possible with the 
generous support of M&T Bank.

A Sense of Place – History Roundtable. 
Come prepared with a favorite place to 
research and librarian Ben Himmelfarb 
and student of White Plains History Cliff 
Blau will show you how to research the 
history of any address, building, business, 
house or spot in White Plains; 7 to 8:30 
p.m. The White Plains History Roundtable 
is a bi-monthly educational, social, and 
participatory event at the White Plains 
Public Library.

Thursday, Jan. 21
Film Screening and Discussion.  In 

commemoration of  International 
Holocaust Memorial Day, AJC Westchester 
presents a special screening of the 
film, “Secrets of War” at the JCC of Mid-
Westchester in Scarsdale. The film tells the 
story of two young best friends in Nazi-
occupied Netherlands who find their bond 
put to the supreme test when a girl tells a 
secret to one of the boys. AJC Westchester/
Fairfield Director Scott Richman will 

conduct an exclusive post-screening 
discussion with Dutch Holocaust survivor 
and Westchester resident Betty Knoop; 
7:30 p.m. Tickets $10, available at www.ajc.
org./westfair/secretsofwar or call 914-948-
5585.

John Jay Scholars Lecture Series: 
Telling Stories of War.  Darden Smith, 
an Austin, Tex. singer/songwriter, and 
Mary Judd, an educator, will present 
“Songwriting With: Soldiers-the Civil 
War Diaries of Our Times.” The evening 
will pair professional  songwriters with 
active duty and veteran service members 
to produce songs about their experiences. 
Includes a performance. A book signing 
will follow the lecture. Ballroom at John 
Jay Homestead State Historic Site, 400 
Jay St., Katonah. Registration at 6:15 p.m. 
with light refreshments; program at 7 p.m. 
Friends of John Jay Homestead members: 
$20. Non-members: $25 for non-members. 
Reservations recommended. Info and 
reservations: 914-232-8119, visit www.
johnjayhomestead.org or e-mail friends@
johnjayhomestead.org.

“Another Telepathic Thing.” When Big 
Dance Theater debuted this production in 
2000, director Jonathan Demme was on 
hand to film. Choreographed by Annie-B 
Parson and directed by Paul Lazar, it deftly 
intercuts songs and dialogue based on real 
Hollywood auditions with Mark Twain’s 
“The Mysterious Stranger,” in which a 
charismatic visitor shatters the peace of a 
16th-century village by conjuring diabolic 
wonders. Screening followed by a Q&A 
with Parson, Lazar and The Yard Artistic 
Director David White. Jacob Burns Film 
Center, 364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 
7:15 p.m. Members: $8. Non-members: 
$13.

Friday, Jan. 22
BCW Breakfast. The Business Council 

of Westchester Key Bank Speakers Series 
event; 8 to 9:30 a.m. at Tappan Hill Mansion, 
Tarrytown. Titled Westchester’s Booming 
Urban Centers, the panel includes: New 
Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson, White 
Plains Mayor Thomas Roach, Yonkers 
Mayor Mike Spano, Mount Vernon 
Mayor Richard Thomas. Admission for 
the program is $60 for members, $80 for 
future members and $550 for a table of ten. 
To purchase tickets visit www.thebcw.org 
or call 914-948-2110.

Opening Reception for “insomnia.” 
A group exhibition featuring 12 artists. 
Artists who are insomniacs have famously 
used this time creatively to originate new 
ideas and deepen their existing pursuits. 

This exhibit highlights work produced 
during a period of time between sleep and 
wakefulness, at the sweet spot of creativity. 
Also includes a hands-on workshop for 
all ages.  Pelham Art Center, 155 Fifth 
Ave., Pelham. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Free. Exhibit 
continues through March 26. Info: 914-
738-2525 or visit www.pelhamartcenter.
org. 

Saturday, Jan. 23
“Julius Caesar.” Presented by the 

National Players, America’s longest-
running touring company. Westchester 
Community College’s Academic Arts 
Theatre, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 8 p.m. 
$22. Seniors and students: $20. Children 
(under 13): $16. Info and tickets: 914-606-
6262 or visit sunywcc.edu/SmartArts.

Sunday, Jan. 24
Crunch, Craft, Granola! Learn to make 

your own healthy, ready-to-eat granola 
in this new program. All materials are 
provided; just bring your appetite. The 
scent of warm spices will fill the room as 
we create a craft while the granola bakes. 
No experience necessary, fun for all ages. 
Members $5/person, Non-members $8/
person; 2 p.m. Greenburgh Nature Center, 
99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale.

LWVW Healthcare Discussion. The 
League of Women Voters of Westchester 
presents the film “Fix It” Healthcare at the 
Tipping Point. This new 55-minute film 
made from a businessman’s perspective, 
takes an in-depth look into how our 
dysfunctional and inefficient healthcare 
system is damaging our economy, 
suffocating our businesses, discouraging 
physicians and negatively impacting 
the nation’s health, while remaining un-
affordable for a third our citizens. This is 
the first showing in this area. Discussion 
of the film will be facilitated by Assembly 
Woman Amy Paulin and Dr. Elizabeth 
Rosenthal, Physicians for a National 
Health Program; 1:30 p.m. at White Plains 
Public Library, 100 Martine Ave., White 
Plains.

Stand for Wolves. The Wolf 
Conservation Center and sherry b dessert 
studio will host Ambassador Wolf Atka, 
one of the most endangered mammals in 
North America, for a family educational 
event celebrating wildlife conservation. 
Activities will include a free craft table for 
kids and a children’s program about the 
gray wolf and red wolf and conservation 
efforts. The event will conclude with 
a special visit from Atka. All proceeds 
from merchandise and menu sales will 
be donated to the Wolf Conservation 

Center. sherry b dessert studio, 65 King St., 
Chappaqua. 2 to 4 p.m. Free admission. Info: 
914-238-8300 or visit www.sherryb.com.

Hudson Chorale. Westchester’s largest 
chorus, will begin its sixth season with a 
program that will musically transport the 
audience to the great cathedrals of France 
and to the temple in the Jewish Quarter 
of Paris. The concert will consist of 20th 
century works by French composers 
Maurice Duruflé, Francis Poulenc, Olivier 
Messiaen and Maurice Ravel who were 
accomplished organists and pianists. White 
Plains Presbyterian Church, 39 N. Broadway, 
White Plains. 3 p.m. Advance Sales: $25. 
Door: $30. Students: $10. Info and tickets: 
914-462-3212 or visit www.HudsonChorale.
org.  

Monday, Jan. 25 
Young Explorers Story Time. Nature 

discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests or 
landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is 
spent outdoors. For children three to 
five years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 per 
child. Non-member: $12 per child. Every 
Monday. Info: 914-723-3470  or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Tuesday, Jan. 26
Comedy Night. Outstanding Adult 

Comedy with stand-up’s best comedians. 
Featuring Max Alexander, Tim Gage, 
Tommy Gooch, Joe Starr, Gene Trifilo 
and John Ziegler. Westchester Broadway 
Theatre, 1 Broadway Plaza, Elmsford. 
Dinner at 6:15 p.m. Show at 8 p.m. $84 
(plus tax) for dinner and show. $50 (plus 
tax) for show only. Info and tickets:  
914-592-2222 or visit www.
broadwaytheatre.com.

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefits you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
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EX AMINER SPORTS

By Albert Coqueran
The 13th Annual Big 

Apple Basketball High 
School Invitational 
brought some of the best 
high school basketball 
players in the country 
to Baruch College, in 
Manhattan, on Saturday, 
Jan. 16 and Monday, Jan. 
18.

Stepinac High School’s 
junior forward Jordan 
Tucker was featured 
on the promos for the 
tournament as one of the 
top junior recruits in the 
country. This year Tucker 
was in good company, as 
BAB President Jason C. 
Curry brought in Rawle 
Alkins of Word of God 
Christian Academy, 
known to be the top 
high school player in the 
nation.

Stepinac’s junior 
standout did not 
disappoint the fans 
that packed into the Baruch College 
Gymnasium, on 24 Street, in Manhattan. 
Tucker secured the Most Valuable Player 
of the Game Award, as the Crusaders 
beat The Gilman School from Maryland,  
60-49.

Tucker notched a double-double with 
25 points and 10 rebounds to win the 
MVP of the Game Award for the second 
consecutive year. “It feels good to win the 
award two years consecutively but what is 
most important is that we won both games 
in back-to-back years too,” commented 
Tucker, who also shot a perfect 10-for-10 

from the foul line in the game.
“I think Jordan (Tucker) impresses me 

every time I see him,” said BAB President 
Curry. “I was joking with him after the 
game that if he keeps winning MVP 
Awards, I am just going to have to engrave 
his name on the trophy every year when I 
order it,” joked Curry.

Tucker had help securing the victory 
over Gilman, as Stepinac’s “Big Three” 
were quite active in the game. Aundre 
Hyatt who has been producing a double-
double in almost every game this season 
scored 14 points and grabbed 10 rebounds. 
Crusaders guard and floor general Jorden 

Means scored 15 points. 
The Crusaders have improved their 

record to 6-9 thus far this season, after 
beating Mount St. Michael Academy, 82-
71, during Alumni Night at Stepinac, on 
Friday.

“We are coming together as a group, I 
think Jordan (Tucker) is facilitating more 
and he is rebounding at a high level. And if 
we get him and Aundre to lead us, we can 
continue to keep this streak going,” stated 
Stepinac Head Coach Pat Massaroni, after 
winning his second straight game in two 
days, after the Crusaders win in the Big 
Apple High School Invitational. 

Stepinac Wins at Big Apple Basketball High School Invitational

It seems first-year Head Coach Pat Massaroni (center) has found some solutions to the Crusaders early season 
woes. The Crusaders are 6-9 with nine games remaining in the regular season. Massaroni after huddling with 
his team secured a 60-49 win, against The Gilman School from Maryland, in the Big Apple Basketball High 
School Invitational at Baruch College on Saturday. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS

Stepinac’s Jordan Tucker said, “I like the atmosphere here and I always 
come to play when the lights turn on,” regarding participating in the 
Big Apple Basketball Invitational at Baruch College on Saturday. Tucker 
(right) must like playing this tournament as he won the MVP of  the Game 
Award for the second consecutive year. 

Stepinac forward Jordan Tucker (left) was presented the Big 
Apple Basketball Most Valuable Player of  the Game Award by 
BAB President Jason Curry. Tucker scored a double-double with 
25 points and 10 rebounds in the Crusaders win over The Gilman 
School from Maryland, 60-49. Tucker also shot a remarkable 
10-for-10 from the free throw line. 

Stepinac sophomore forward Aundre Hyatt (right) just keeps improving 
game after game. On Saturday, Hyatt experienced the Big Apple Basketball 
Invitational at Baruch College for the first time and did not flinch. He scored a 
double-double with 14 points and 17 rebounds while shooting 50 percent from 
the field and 3-4 from the free throw line, as the Crusaders beat The Gilman 
School, 60-49. 

Stepinac sophomore guard Payton Hudson (left) 
is guarded by Gilman’s Donald Duncan in the 
Big Apple Basketball High School Invitational 
at Baruch College on Saturday. Hudson had six 
points in the game and Duncan had a team-high 
12 points. 

One of  the most admired aspects of  the Big 
Apple Basketball High School Invitational is 
that President Jason C. Curry (center) put as 
much emphasis on academic achievement as 
basketball prowess. After each game, Curry 
presents an Academic Achievement Trophy. 
Stepinac’s Aundre Hyatt with a 98 percent 
average and Gilman’s Thomas Booker with a 3.8 
GPA were acknowledged at the Stepinac versus 
Gilman game. 
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of the best high school basketball players 
in the country to Baruch College, in 
Manhattan, on Saturday, Jan. 16 and 
Monday, Jan. 18.

Stepinac High School’s junior forward 
Jordan Tucker was featured on the promos 
for the tournament as one of the top junior 
recruits in the country. This year Tucker 
was in good company, as BAB President 
Jason C. Curry brought in Rawle Alkins of 
Word of God Christian Academy, known 
to be the top high school player in the 
nation.

Stepinac’s junior standout did not 
disappoint the fans that packed into 
the Baruch College Gymnasium, 
on 24 Street, in Manhattan. Tucker 
secured the Most Valuable Player of 
the Game Award, as the Crusaders beat 
The Gilman School from Maryland,  
60-49.

Tucker notched a double-double with 
25 points and 10 rebounds to win the 
MVP of the Game Award for the second 
consecutive year. “It feels good to win the 
award two years consecutively but what is 
most important is that we won both games 
in back-to-back years too,” commented 
Tucker, who also shot a perfect 10-for-10 
from the foul line in the game.

“I think Jordan (Tucker) impresses me 
every time I see him,” said BAB President 
Curry. “I was joking with him after the 
game that if he keeps winning MVP 
Awards, I am just going to have to engrave 
his name on the trophy every year when I 
order it,” joked Curry.

Tucker had help securing the victory 
over Gilman, as Stepinac’s “Big Three” 
were quite active in the game. Aundre 
Hyatt who has been producing a double-
double in almost every game this season 
scored 14 points and grabbed 10 rebounds. 
Crusaders guard and floor general Jorden 
Means scored 15 points. 

The Crusaders have improved their 

record to 6-9 thus far this season, after 
beating Mount St. Michael Academy, 82-
71, during Alumni Night at Stepinac, on 
Friday.

“We are coming together as a group, I 
think Jordan (Tucker) is facilitating more 
and he is rebounding at a high level. And if 
we get him and Aundre to lead us, we can 
continue to keep this streak going,” stated 
Stepinac Head Coach Pat Massaroni, after 
winning his second straight game in two 
days, after the Crusaders win in the Big 
Apple High School Invitational. 

The Final Bow-The Stepinac Football Awards Dinner

By Kevin Mayne
County Executive Rob Astorino unveiled 

a plan last week to address the way sports 
concussions are identified and treated with 
a focus on reducing risks for high school 
athletes.

Joined by local, state and national 
concussion care experts and advocates in 
White Plains, Astorino unveiled a Best 
Practices list with the goal of improving the 
outcomes of sports-related concussions. The 
plan, which was developed in conjunction 
with the Safer Sports initiative, was released 
six months after Astorino announced the 
creation of the Westchester Concussion 
Task Force. The task force is comprised 
of local doctors, educators, coaches and 
trainers.

“We have put together 10 best practices 
on how to address the identification and 
treatment on sports-related concussions,” 
Astorino said. “Concussion treatment like 
all medical issues is a very complex subject. 
Our goal is not to scare parents, we want to 
educate parents. I want kids playing sports 
all over Westchester County. It’s good for 
them for a whole host of reasons and with 
a sports background, both playing when I 
was younger, in sports radio my whole life 
and now as a father and a coach, I want kids 
to play sports.” 

Among the steps emphasized in the plan 
is to formally educate parents, students, 
representatives of youth sports programs 
and school personnel about concussions 
and protocols; encourage schools and youth 
sports organizations to have a designated 
concussion management team; report all 
concussions and any lasting symptoms; 
and use athletic trainers and conduct 
sideline assessments that can be compared 
to baseline behavior in order to capture 
concussions as they occur.

Other practices include having school 
districts and youth programs provide 

referrals to specialists; ensure that all 
stakeholders understand the impact of 
concussions on children; make sure that 
properly trained professionals such as 
athletic trainers can conduct sideline tests 
and that the results are reviewed by a 
neuropsychologist or school psychologist; 
and make sure schools have a return-to-
learn plan to address issues youngsters face 
as they return to the classroom after an 
injury. Returning to the classroom does not 
always mean return to play.

Astorino said the primary responsibility 
will be with parents and school officials. 
The Safer Sports initiative was created 
after a meeting between Astorino and Dr. 
Mark Herceg, the county’s commissioner of 
Community Mental Health.

“Having worked in brain injury rehab 
for many years prior to my appointment, 
I am proud that the county executive uses 
the resources of knowledge in Westchester 
to address the gaps in concussion care with 
the goal to improve collaboration,” Herceg 
said. “It is important that management 
and treatment of concussions is handled 
properly, especially for our children and 
teenagers.” 

Scott Cohen, a Scarsdale High School 
senior who attended the Jan. 11 press 
conference announcing the plan, sustained 

a concussion as a freshman football player 
and had prolonged issues. 

“I ended up missing the first two months 
of my freshman year, which was very 
difficult,” Cohen said. “Coming back was 
very hard. I didn’t know where I was going 
in the building, I didn’t know any of my 
teachers and on top of that my brain wasn’t 
fully healed yet. A lot of my teachers didn’t 
really know how to deal with a kid who 
had a concussion, which was completely 
understandable.”

Brain Injury Association of New York 
State CEO Eileen Reardon and Shana 
DeCaro, an association board member, 
praised Astorino and the task force for 
helping to educate the public on the 
importance of concussion awareness, 
prevention and treatment in Westchester 
schools.

“Concussions are brain injuries,” Reardon 
said. “They are an important health concern 
among all children who participate in sports 
and recreational activities.”

The Best Practices have been published 
in a booklet called “Safer Sports: A 
Collaborative Response for Westchester 
to Sports-Related Concussions.” The 
booklet with the full list of best practices is 
available at www.westchestergov.com/safer-
communities. 

Astorino Outlines Concussion Plan for County’s Schools

Scarsdale High School senior Scott Cohen, who 
suffered a serious concussion as a freshman 
and had lingering effects from the injury, with 
County Executive Rob Astorino last week. Astorino 
introduced a best practices plan for schools and 
youth sports programs that was devised by a 

On behalf  of  the 2015 Stepinac Varsity Football Team, Captain Khaleb Celaj (center) presented a football 
signed by the team with the Stepinac insignia and inscribed “2015 NYS CHSAA Champions Undefeated 
Season” to the Crusaders Coaching Staff, as a thank you for their leadership and guidance throughout 
this remarkable season.

Stepinac Varsity Football Assistant Coach Jonathan 
Demarco presented Terrell “T.J.” Morrison (right) 
with the 2015 Stepinac Team Most Valuable 
Player Award, during the Stepinac Football Awards 
Dinner. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS

The 2015 Stepinac Football Junior Varsity Most 
Valuable Player Award was presented to running 
back/cornerback Justin Hairston (right) by Head 
Coach Joe Venice. 
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