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By Pat Casey
Kicking off the 100th 

anniversary of the incorporation 
of White Plains as a city, Mayor 
Tom Roach ceremoniously used 
the gavel that had been given 
to the city in 1916 for the first 
meeting of the Common Council 
in 2016. The Mayor noted that 
the gavel had not been in White 
Plains’ possession but had been 
found out of state. It was donated 
to the city’s historical society for 
good keeping.

The Mayor also said that about 
25,000 people had come to 
White Plains the previous week 
for its outdoor New Year’s Eve 
celebration including the now 
traditional ball drop and fireworks 
display, the city’s anniversary was 
also celebrated with a rousing 
rendition of “Happy Birthday.”

The first order of the day at 
the Jan. 4 Council meeting was 
the swearing in of incumbent 
Council members Nadine Hunt-
Robinson, Dennis Krolian and 
Milagros Lecuona, each winning 
their seats in an election that had 
one Republican challenger to the 
all-Democrat Council.

Councilman John Kirkpatrick 
was then nominated for the 
position of Council President 
and the unanimous vote that 
followed secured his position. 
Kirkpatrick was sworn in by the 
Mayor with his family by his 
side.

Other business of the first 
meeting in 2016 included the 
acceptance of several sizeable 
grants for Youth Bureau 
programs including job training 
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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Kirkpatrick Elected White Plains Council President

Jefferson at Saw Mill River Development 
to Highlight Greenburgh Town Meeting

Grasslands Reservation to House 
Bioscience Tech Center

Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul 
Feiner expects Wednesday evening’s 
public hearing on the proposed The 
Jefferson at Saw Mill River, a controversial 
272-unit rental apartment development to 
be well attended. 

Before residents attend, however, Feiner 
hopes they will consider the Town’s legal 
obligations and the process under New 
York State law. In an email, Feiner noted 
that 1000 people had signed a petition, 
many had called and emailed, asking that 
the developer be denied the application 
before any studies begin.

Feiner asked Greenburgh’s Town 

Attorney, Tim Lewis, to prepare a memo 
highlighting why the town must conduct a 
review of the application.

In the memo provided by the town’s legal 
department, Lewis explains that pursuant 
to New York State law, the Town is legally 
required to conduct an environmental 
review (SEQR or SEQRA) of all proposed 
development applications, such as The 
Jefferson at Saw Mill,  that come before 
the Town other than applications for 
one or two family homes. The New York 
State regulations of the Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) 

By Pat Casey
At last week’s WCA (Westchester 

County Association) Economic 
Forecast Breakfast, Westchester County 
Executive Rob Astorino announced a 
$1.2 billion proposed private investment 
for the development of a bioscience and 
technology complex on the vacant 80-
acre Grasslands Reservation site owned 
by the county in Valhalla adjacent to the 
Westchester Medical Center and New 
York Medical College.

The WCA breakfast featured speakers 
who focused on the growth of healthcare 
and biotech companies in the county, 
giving rise to a new demographic of 

employees and residents in the region. 
The WCA calls Westchester a biotech/
health innovation hub.

To be called the Westchester 
BioScience & Technology Center, the 
nearly 3 million-square-foot, mixed-use 
complex described by Astorino would 
be developed by Fareri Associates on 20 
acres it owns and on an adjacent 60 acres 
owned by the county, known as the North 
60 on the Grasslands Reservation. Fareri 
would rent the property from the county 
under a 99-year lease, generating about 
$7 million annually in rent.

In a unanimous vote of  the White Plains Common Council, John Kirkpatrick was elected president of  the Council for a term 
ending in 2017. He was sworn in by Mayor Tom Roach with his wife and daughter as witnesses. continued on page 4
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Jefferson at Saw Mill River Development to Highlight Greenburgh Town Meeting
continued from page 1
are found within Title 6 of the New York 
Codes, Rules and Regulations (NYCRR) 
which can be obtained by accessing the 
DEC’s website at  http://www.dec.ny.gov/
regulations/regulations.html.

Lewis also states that at the Wednesday 
Jan. 13 public hearing (known as a Scoping 
session), the Town Board will commence 
SEQR proceedings by permitting the 
public and the developer to suggest the 
relevant items that each believe should be 
studied. The Town Board, with input from 
the public, frames the issues to be studied 
in an environmental review known as 
SEQR.

After Wednesday’s Scoping session, the 
Town is required to conduct a detailed 
analysis and outline and conclude the 
issues to be studied by the developer 
and responded to. The developer will 
subsequently respond to the issues raised 
at the Scoping session by drafting an 
extensive document known as a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement or 
DEIS. The Town Board and its Planning 
consultant will then study the DEIS and 
later, a Final Environmental Impact 
Statement or FEIS will be drafted and 
the Town Board, in conjunction with 
consultant Ferrandino & Associates, will 
make a final determination whether the 
impacts of the project can be mitigated.

The Jefferson at Saw Mill River is 
a proposal for the re-development of 
an existing property. The proposed 
re-development project includes the 
construction of a four-story residential 
apartment building that will include a 
total of 272 rental apartment units and 
438 parking spaces, 316 of which will be 
within a separate 4-story parking structure 
surrounded by the apartment building.

The site consists of approximately 
10.77 acres and is within the Town of 
Greenburgh’s GI (General Industrial 
District) zone. The GI zone regulations 
provide for a multifamily residential use, 
such as The Jefferson at Saw Mill River, 
as a ¨Special Permit Use¨ approved by the 
Greenburgh Zoning Board of Appeals so 
that a ¨Special Permit¨ must be granted 
by the Zoning Board of Appeals before the 
Town Board can consider any site plan or 
development application. 

In addition to a Special Permit from the 
Zoning Board of Appeals, JPI, the sponsors 
of the Jefferson, must also obtain Site Plan 
Approval and acquisition of rights-of way 
on adjacent streets from the Town Board; 
Wetland, Steep Slope and Structured 
Parking Permits from the Planning Board; 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) Approval and a Floodplain 
Development Permit from the Engineering 

Department; and Building permits from 
the Town Building Department.

Lewis further informs in his memo 
that it is not permissible for the Town of 
Greenburgh to delay the environmental 
review of the project until Rivertown 
Square or other nearby projects are 
complete. If the Town could wait to see 
the impacts of other projects it would, 
Lewis wrote. The Town’s consultants and 
the developer’s consultants are required to 
anticipate the impacts of other projects and 
to outline ways to mitigate those impacts.

“Significantly,” Lewis concludes, “The 

Town cannot simply advise the sponsors 
of The Jefferson at Saw Mill that the Town 
does not like its development application 
and to withdraw its application and go 
away. If the Town proceeds in this manner 
it will be sued and the sponsors of the 
Jefferson will prevail in court.”

SMALL 
NEWS IS  

BIG NEWS
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Grasslands Reservation to House Bioscience Tech Center

Kirkpatrick Elected White Plains Council President
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The lease will go before the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators for approval. 
The project is also subject to approvals by 
the Town of Mount Pleasant.

The proposed development comprises 
three major, multi-phase components: 
West Research Village, Central Village 
and East Research Village. 

Fully built out, the new center would 
include 2,252,600 square feet of biotech/
research space; 400,000 square feet of 
medical offices; a 100,000-square-foot 
hotel with 100 rooms; 114,000 square 
feet of ground-level retail space, and a 
34,000-square-foot Children’s Living 
Science Center.

According to the developer, the plan 
will incorporate sustainable features, 
such as green roofs, demonstration 
gardens, preservation and improvement 
of on-site wetlands, bio-swales and rain 

gardens, interpretive trails and preserving 
and improving forestland on site. 
Approximately 54 percent of the property 
(43.6 acres) would be preserved as open 
green space.

Fareri Associates will make an estimated 
investment of $40 million in the site’s 
infrastructure, including improvements 
to the road network, water supply and 
service, sanitary waste system and storm 
water management.

Fareri Associates has more than 
$1.5 billion and over 5 million square 
feet of real estate completed, owned or 
under development in Westchester and 
Connecticut. 

John Fareri is founder of the Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital at the 
Westchester Medical Center.
Other Notes from the Breakfast

The WCA breakfast keynote speaker, 

Jack Kopnisky, President & CEO, Sterling 
National Bank, said Westchester’s 
population is growing, aging, becoming 
more affluent, and more diverse. 

“The population in Westchester’s 
urban areas has increased by 7 percent 
since 2000; New Rochelle alone has 
grown by that much during that period. 
Interestingly, 47 percent of White Plains 
travelers are reverse commuters. While 
we’re not attracting many Millennials, 
who clearly prefer to be in the city 
(NYC), once they marry and have kids, 
Westchester is where they want to be,” 
Kopnisky said.

Kopnisky further said that Westchester 
has a growing, highly knowledgeable 
population base: 47 percent of those over 
25 hold bachelors degrees; 24 percent of 
all residents hold advanced degrees. The 
population is also growing more diverse; 

since 2000, the Hispanic population 
has increased from 15.6 percent to 21.8 
percent; Asian, from 3.7 percent to 5.4 
percent; African American, from 14.2 
percent to 14.6 percent. At the same 
time, demographics are changing. The 
number of children under the age of five 
has dropped significantly, from 64,242 to 
29,319; seniors (over 65) have increased 
from 128,964 to 139,122. Westchester’s 
median household income is higher than 
the national average, $71,115 as compared 
to $65,910. The unemployment rate is 
currently at 4.7 percent.

Advertise in  
The White Plains Examiner   

914-864-0878 

for adults and youth programs at the 
city’s new community center on South 
Lexington.

The public hearing on outdoor dining 
sites proposed for the development at 
60 South Broadway as part of a pending 
site plan for the entire development was 
opened and closed. William Null, the 

attorney representing the developer 
Maple and Broadway LLC, explained that 
the architect had designed six different 
locations for outdoor dining at the 
development, some at street level and 
others on the rooftop.

Null said the addition of outdoor 
dining potential at the development made 

it more attractive to restaurants interested 
in leasing space.

Council members expressed their 
concerns that appropriate landscaping 
provide enough of a buffer for a favorable 
dining experience on a busy traffic corner.

Council members Kirkpatrick and 
Lecuona both said they felt considering 

the high volume of traffic at the South 
Broadway, Maple Avenue corner was 
important.

Lecuona also noted that any plantings 
should not obstruct drivers’ views of the 
corner.

All of this would come under further 
consideration during the site plan review.
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By Arthur Cusano and Pat Casey
Michael Kaplowitz (D-Somers) 

maintained his position as Chairman 
of the Westchester County Board of 
Legislators after a unanimous vote Jan. 4. 
James Maisano (R-New Rochelle) also was 
re-elected as vice chair.

Democrat Catherine Parker (D-Rye), 
who had announced her candidacy for the 
Board chair position on Dec. 31,  pulled 
her name from the contest before the 
vote. Even though she had the support of 
the Democratic caucus she did not have 
enough votes to pull a majority from 
Kaplowitz’s bi-partisan coalition of eight 
republicans and two democrats, including 
himself. 

Parker had cited leadership of 
Westchester County’s government as the 
reason for many of the county’s problems, 
including being the highest-taxed county 
in the nation.

“Westchester County has struggled for 
years with the challenge of preserving 
essential services and protecting the 
taxpayers but our leaders continue to 
tell you that they have achieved great 
successes worthy of high praise and even 
promotion,” Parker stated in her candidacy 
announcement. “I’m confident our friends 
and families throughout the County 

would find that suggestion pretty out of 
touch with reality. Westchester’s finances 
have reached a tipping point and the 
people who elected us are getting less and 
less for their money. I’m choosing to look 
at the coming challenges as opportunities 
to put change in the county’s leadership 

that has been in county government for 
nearly two decades.”

Parker, a former Rye city councilwoman 
and small business owner, is entering her 
second term on the Board of Legislators 
and cited her work on the completion of 
the Playland management agreement, 
which she said secured millions in capital 
investments to the park and neighboring 
community. Parker has also served as the 
Chair of the Board’s Environment and 
Energy Committee. Parker voted against 
the county’s 2016 operating budget, which 

she stated “utilized practices to balance the 
books for passage and political posturing.”

Kaplowitz said he had not been  aware 
of Parker’s intent to seek the chair 
position he held last year. He announced 
in December that he already had enough 
votes among fellow legislators to be re-
elected to the position. Kaplowitz is part of 
a coalition made up of board Republicans 
and one fellow Democrat (Virginia Perez 
D-Yonkers) that helped pass the 2016 
budget. That coalition goes forward  
into 2016.

Michael Kaplowitz Wins Re-Election as County Board Chair

Westchester County Legislator and Board Chair 
Michael Kaplowitz.
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Somers Custom Framing 

LONNIE WEBB PHOTOGRAPHY

Two White Plains Institutions 
Partner on Winter Coat Drive

Two well-established and well-known institutions in White Plains NewYork-Presbyterian/Westchester 
Division and the Rotary Club of  White Plains donated gently used and new coats during the months 
of  November and December to benefit The Salvation Army. Over one dozen heaping bags of  
coats and jackets were collected and will be distributed this winter. Harry Bright and Bill Fishman, 
President of  the Rotary Club of  White Plains, receive bags of  collected coats and jackets from Alissa 
Kosowsky, Director of  External Affairs/Westchester and Rotarian, on behalf  of  the employees at 
NewYork-Presbyterian/Westchester Division. 
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FCA §§ 1035, 1036, 1055 form 10-7c 
(Summons-Child Neglect Proceeding) 
(8/2010)

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
......................................................................................
In the Matter of a Proceeding Under Article
10 of the Family Court Act 
          
SAKIHA NELSON-ARCE (CIN#EC91688K)  Docket Nos. NN-7766-15  
JOVAN ARCE (CIN#EF77427N)                    NN-7763-15  
RAVEN ARCE-HARRIS (CIN#EY03179N) NN-7765-15
                                               F/U No.  142869
Children Under Eighteen Years of Age        
Alleged to be Neglected by                                             SUMMONS                       
                                                                                           (Child Neglect Case)
TRAYVON HARRIS,               (1021 REMOVAL)

Respondent.
......................................................................................

NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD(REN) IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN 
YOUR LOSS OF YOUR RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD(REN).  IF YOUR CHILD(REN) STAYS 
IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY 
BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION(S) TO TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL 
RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR CHILD(REN) 
TO THE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.  IN SOME CASES, THE 
AGENCY  MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH PERIOD. IF SEVERE OR 
REPEATED CHILD ABUSE IS PROVEN BY CLEAR AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE,  
THIS FINDING MAY CONSTITUTE THE BASIS TO TERMINATE YOUR  PARENTAL 
RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR CHILD(REN) 
TO THE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.  

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO 
DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD(REN) 
SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN 
INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT PARENT(s) 
SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD(REN); IF THE CHILD(REN) 
IS PLACED AND REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT 
TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION(S) 
FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT 
OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN) FOR THE PURPOSES OF 
ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING. 

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR 
PERMANENT CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN) AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF 
VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD(REN).

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT 
TRAYVON HARRIS (Putative Father)
58 S. 2nd Ave. - Apt. #B21
Mt. Vernon, NY 10550

Petitions under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this 
Court, and annexed hereto

YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court 
at 111 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., 3rd Floor Annex, White Plains, New York 
10601, on February 8th, 2016, at 9:00 o’clock in the morning of that day to answer 
the petitions and to be dealt with in accordance with Article 10 of the Family Court 
Act.

Upon your failure to appear as herein directed, a warrant may be issued for 
your arrest and/or the Court may proceed to Inquest and hear and determine the 
petitions as provided by law. 

Dated:  December 14, 2015.  
  

________/S/_________________
 Clerk of Court

Tayne Law Group, P.C., 
White Plains and Mount Kisco
By Pat Casey

The holiday season is now behind us 
and many people are bracing for the 
daunting task of tending to post holiday 
bills.  With clients already calling for 
help, attorney Leslie Tayne, founder and 
CEO of Tayne Law Group has a unique 
perspective on handling debt.

“Debt is a part of life,” Tayne said in a 

recent interview. “People have to learn to 
live with debt and make it work for them.” 

As the author of  Life & Debt, a 
book published in 2015,  Tayne offers 
consumers helpful strategies such as 
creating a holiday fund, beginning right 
at New Year by putting away 5 percent of 
your net pay from each paycheck. If you 
find you have the ability to make greater 
contributions, try and increase, putting 8 
to 10 percent of your pay into the fund on 
a biweekly basis. “Once your credit card 
balance rolls in during the New Year, put 
more money towards the interest rate and 
consider making a biweekly payment to 
lower your balance. If you find you have 
leftover money, consider moving it to 
a ‘what if/emergency’ fund in case you 
incur any unexpected and/or emergency 
expenses this year,” Tayne advises.

Sounds logical, but Tayne says with the 
increasing cost of living, debt builds up 
easily and if you don’t know the ins and 
outs of debt management, then you are 
probably wasting a lot of money.

Most of Tayne’s clients are well-paid 
professionals with mortgages, car lease 
payments and even student loan debt. 
“That debt can become overwhelming 
when high payments leave no money left 
over,” Tayne said. “Many people think they 
need the expertise of financial investors 
to solve their cash flow problems and 
often when looking for help from family 
and friends end up back in the same 
situation. What you need is someone who 
is an expert with debt, knows the laws, 
knows how to negotiate with the financial 

institutions and knows the difference 
between government and private loan 
plans, especially as they relate to other 
debt a person may have.”

“When a new client comes to my office, 
they are usually ashamed of their debt, 
but I tell them, debt really is a part of life. 
It’s how you manage it that matters. In 
a short 30-days they are telling me they 

wish they had not 
waited so long.”

Tayne advises 
people to be 
proactive about 
solving their debt.

Explore free or 
low interest rate 
balance transfer 
credit cards for 
opportunities to 
transfer holiday 
debt balances in the 
New Year. Low or 
zero interest balance 
transfers can help 
streamline and 
manage debt since it 
allows the debt to be 

repaid monthly via 
one payment instead of having you divide 
payments among multiple credit cards – 
each of which would have different due 
dates and their own high interest rates. 
When opening up free or low interest rate 
cards, always be aware of their terms and 
conditions as well when their low or free 
interest periods will end for ensuring you 
are able to repay the debt before the low 
or zero interest period’s expiration.

If you’ve made your holiday purchases 
on multiple credit cards and cannot do 
a balance transfer, create a plan that will 
allow you to make large payments to 
one of your credit cards, preferably the 
one with highest interest, as well as one 
that will allow you to continue making 
minimum payments on the rest of your 
cards. As soon as you’ve paid off the first 
card bearing the highest interest, devote 
your attention to making larger payments 
to the next card with higher interest and 
continue on with this process until each 
card is paid off and you are holiday debt 
free.

Tayne Law Group offers help with credit 
card relief, student loan debt relief, small 
business debt relief, personal finance 
mediation, and bankruptcy alternatives. 
The first thing to do is pick up the phone 
for a free interview at 914-301-3300 to 
find out what solution might be the best 
for you.

“We do not charge like other lawyers,” 
Tayne said. “We don’t charge by the hour. 
We work out a plan with our clients. They 
pay us to pay their bills and we do the 
work to get them relief. That relief comes 
as quickly as 30 days.”

Attorney Leslie Tayne is the founder and CEO of  Tayne Law Group, P.C.
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Police Blotter
Greenburgh Police Department 

Grand Larceny. On Jan. 4 the 
complainant went to police headquarters 
to file a report about a theft from her 
bank account. She said that on Dec. 24 an 
unknown person deposited four checks 
totaling $3752.32 into her checking 
account without her knowledge or 
authorization. She reports the money was 
later withdrawn from her account by an 
unknown person, and that a further $3600 
was stolen from her account. The bank is 
investigating the incident. 

Forgery. On Jan. 4 the complainant 
reports she received a bill in the mail from 
Best Buy (with her name misspelled) in the 
amount of $5,884.08. The Best Buy credit 
card bill showed three purchases on the 
same account from three different Best Buy 
stores in the New York Metropolitan area. 
The complainant said she did not have a 
Best Buy credit card and was worried that 
her information was compromised while 
she was in the hospital during the time the 
credit card charges were made. Report for 
documentation only.

Unlawful Possession of Marijuana. 
On Jan. 4, while conducting residential 
burglary patrol, a suspicious white male 
was observed walking in the roadway in 
the area of Walnut and Teillaud Streets. 
A stop was conducted by officers and the 

male was interviewed and had a strong 
odor of marijuana emanating from his 
person. He voluntarily handed over a 
zip-lock baggy containing a green leafy 
substance, which was later determined to 
be marijuana. A field arrest was conducted 
and the marijuana placed into evidence. 

Petit Larceny. On the morning of 
Jan. 3 police responded to Walgreens 
Pharmacy where they were informed 
that an employee had found 12 empty 
boxes of Prevagen Memory supplement 
in a shopping basket on the floor in isle 
#2. The store manager reviewed video 
surveillance, which showed an unknown 
white male taking the boxes from a shelf, 
and then removing the bottles from the 
boxes and placing them in the front 
pocket of his coat. Store employees were 
at a meeting in another area of the store 
while this happened. The suspect exited 
the store without paying for the items. An 
area canvass produced negative results.

Burglary. On Jan. 3 police responded 
on a report of a ransacked house with 
property observed on the street in front 
of the residence. The neighbor had called 
because he observed personal belongings 
in the street. He and his wife had gathered 
up some of the items to return them to 
the house, but when they observed the 
front door was open and saw the house 

was ransacked, they called police. The 
homeowner was on a trip abroad at the 
time. An exterior check of the residence 
revealed a rear sliding door shattered and 
a large hole in the glass. Then an interior 
check revealed the house was heavily 
ransacked on all three levels consisting of 
over-turned beds and the contents of the 
furniture and closets thrown throughout 
the house. A crime scene was established 
and the Police Detective division was 
notified. Alarms at the house had not 
been activated. Video surveillance from 
other homes in the area was obtained.

Criminal Mischief. Police responded 
to a call about a man with a knife at the 
7-11 on S. Central Ave. Upon arrival, they 
observed three males exiting the store. 
One male was extremely agitated and 
accused the other two males of taking his 
cell phone. The officers attempted to calm 
the parties and gain control of situation. 
One of the men had pushed and punched 
one of the other men, and they both had 
fallen into the large storefront window 
causing it to break. That same man had 
picked up a box-cutter knife and began 
to wave and swing it in the direction and 
vicinity of the other two males. He was 
placed under arrest and the two other 
unknown men fled the scene. 

Unlawful Surveillance. On Jan. 2 

police responded to a hotel in Tarrytown 
where they were met by hotel security 
who reported they had a male party in 
custody that had taken nude photos of a 
child identified as a guest staying at the 
hotel. The man had been taking photos of 
children at the pool area and was asked to 
delete the photos from his iPad in front of 
hotel security. While he was doing this, 
the nude photo of a child about three 
years old looking out a hotel window 
was spotted. When police detained the 
suspect he began to complain that he was 
thirsty and that he had a heart condition. 
He requested medical attention and 
an ambulance was called to take him 
to Westchester Medical Center, where 
he was also admitted for psychological 
evaluation. An investigation of the picture 
taking was opened and a guest identified 
the nude child in the photo as his son. 

December 30, 2014 - January 5, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com 9

The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
INTERNAL MEDICINE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-940-2500
PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129

CARMEL: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

CORTLANDT MANOR:
GENERAL SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2315
OB/GYN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-1697

CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675

JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135

MAHOPAC:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-248-5556

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000
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FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165
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 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
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Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin
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If you are looking for a way to honor 
the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
visit Volunteer New York! and sign up 
for any of the nearly 30 projects taking 
place throughout Westchester County 
on Saturday, Jan. 16 and Sunday, Jan. 17. 

To view a detailed list of projects taking 
place, visit volunteernewyork.org/MLK or 
call Volunteer New York! at 914-948-4452. 

“Dr. King’s vision is strengthened when 
we come together and give back to our 
communities through volunteerism,” 

said County Executive Rob Astorino. 
“No matter what your age or abilities, 
there is something you can do – whether 
it be sorting clothes for kids in need, 
donating to a food drive or spending 
time with an elderly neighbor.”  Volunteer 

opportunities this year will focus on: 
Disaster and emergency services; Hunger 
and homelessness; Children and youth 
education; Family services; Civic and 
community involvement; Health and 
wellness; Senior services. 

The Westchester County Board of 
Health wants to recognize volunteer 
efforts by adults and teenagers whose 
time and talents this past year made 
outstanding contributions to public 
health in Westchester. Nominations for 
the annual public health service awards 
are due by Feb. 7.

The Distinguished Public Health 
Service Award is presented annually 
to a person or community-based 
organization, whose efforts serve the 

public health of Westchester residents 
but who is not professionally engaged in 
public health work. 

The J.R. Tesone Youth Public Health 
Service Award recognizes creative 
contributions to public health by young 
people. The award was created in 2014 in 
memory of J.R. Tesone, a Board of Health 
member with a lifelong commitment to 
Westchester children.  

Both awards are announced and 
presented in April to spotlight National 

Public Health Week.
“The health department and the Board 

of Health rely on creative partnerships 
with the public to promote public health,” 
said Steven Nakashima, president of the 
Westchester County Board of Health. “By 
shining a spotlight on these success stories, 
we hope to inspire more people and 
organizations to join us in this work which 
is so vital to the health of our community.”

Last year, the youth public health service 
award went to Sarah Ilany, an Armonk 

teenager. Ilany developed an Instagram 
app that created a supportive community 
for young people with Type 1 Diabetes. 
She also raised awareness and funds for 
diabetes research. The Distinguished 
Public Health Service Award went to the 
Westchester Library System for its health 
literacy initiatives.

To obtain a nomination form, go to 
the Westchester County Department of 
Health website at  www.westchestergov.
com/health. 

New York City Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) 
announced the launch of the 30th 
annual Water Resources Art and Poetry 
Contest last week. Second through 
twelfth grade students attending public, 
independent, charter or parochial 
schools and/or home-schooled in New 
York City, and in the East and West of 
Hudson watersheds, are invited to create 
original art and compose poetry that 
reflects an appreciation for the area’s 
shared water resources.  Students can 
submit poems and artwork including 
paintings, collages, three-dimensional 
models, photography, animation and 
videos of dance performances, public 
service announcements and songs 
based on five central themes: water, 
the drinking water system, wastewater 
treatment, harbor water quality, 
stewardship and climate change. Entries 
will be accepted online until March 4, 
2016 and a celebration honoring all 
student participants will take place in 
May. 

Last year, 1,350 New York City and 

watershed students from 75 schools 
submitted either original poems 
or artwork about New York’s water 
resources. In May, all participants 
were honored at a celebration at the 
Tribeca Performing Arts Center at the 
Borough of Manhattan Community 
College where the artwork and poems 
were displayed. For this year’s contest, 
teachers, parents and students can visit 
www.nyc.gov/dep/artandpoetry to view 
the contest guidelines and resource 
materials, submit entries online, see 
past winners, and learn more about 
New York City water.

DEP’s Water Resources Art and 
Poetry program helps raise awareness 
about the importance of clean, high-
quality drinking water, and what it 
takes to maintain New York City’s 
water supply and wastewater treatment 
systems. The 2016 contest will focus 
on five central themes that incorporate 
STEM disciplines: Water, A Precious 
Resource: To highlight the importance 
of the quality of our tap and harbor 
water. The New York City Water Supply 

System: To understand the history of 
the NYC drinking water system and 
watershed protection. The New York 
City Wastewater Treatment System: 
To examine how the City cleans nearly 
1.3 billion gallons of wastewater every 
day. Harbor Water Quality and Healthy 
Marine Ecosystems: To explore NYC’s 
surrounding waterways and how we can 
continue to protect and improve harbor 
water quality. Water Stewardship and 
Climate Change: To bring attention to 
the value of water and how we can help 
to protect our environment.

Entries will be judged based on 
creativity in interpreting one or more 
of the contest themes, accuracy of 
information, originality, and skill. A 
panel of judges will review the entries 
and select art and poetry winners from 
each category (grades 2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 
and 10-12).  

DEP manages New York City’s water 
supply, providing more than one billion 
gallons of water each day to more than 
nine million residents, including 8.5 
million in New York City. The water 
is delivered from a watershed that 
extends more than 125 miles from 
the city, comprising 19 reservoirs and 
three controlled lakes. Approximately 
7,000 miles of water mains, tunnels 
and aqueducts bring water to homes 
and businesses throughout the five 

boroughs, and 7,500 miles of sewer lines 
and 96 pump stations take wastewater to 
14 in-city treatment plants. In addition, 
DEP has a robust capital program, 
with nearly $14 billion in investments 
planned over the next 10 years that 
will create up to 3,000 construction-
related jobs per year. This capital 
program is responsible for critical 
projects like City Water Tunnel No. 3; 
the Staten Island Bluebelt program, an 
ecologically sound and cost-effective 
stormwater management system; the 
city’s Watershed Protection Program, 
which protects sensitive lands upstate 
near the city’s reservoirs in order to 
maintain their high water quality.

MLK Day of Service Jan. 16-17 With Volunteer New York!

County Health Board Seeks Nominees for Public Health Award

Students in Hudson Watersheds Invited to Enter Water Resources Art/Poetry Contest
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Editor-in-Chief Traci Killerlane
Traci Collins Killerlane, 52, passed 

away Jan. 4 at her home in White Plains. 
She is survived by her mother, Lorraine 
A. Collins, and was predeceased by her 
father, Terrance Collins, her husband, 
James J. Killerlane, Jr., and her uncle and 
aunt Jimmy and Joyce Mulroy. Traci was 

beloved by her stepchildren, Christina 
Killerlane Budnick and James J. Killerlane 
III, as well as by her uncle and aunt, John 
and Florence Mulroy, her aunt Jeanie 
Ripple and many cousins and friends. 

Memorial donations may be made 
in Traci’s name to the Alzheimer’s 
Association.

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 

editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 

editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com.  

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide 

their name, address and contact 
information. 

Letters Policy
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It makes sense that we would be 
reminded at the beginning of the year, 
when we’re all fortified with New Year’s 
resolutions, to resolve to get around to 
decluttering.  It seems that everywhere I 
look I’m finding helpful hints of how to 
do that.

I have only occasionally dipped into 
the world of decluttering because I have 
relied on my wife Margaret, a natural 
neatnik and a supremely organized 
person, to keep our home in order. 

Are you old enough to remember when 
televisions had “rabbit ear” antennas 
on top? After Margaret would clean 
the television room, she would end by 
clapping them into an upright position 
with a snap. For years we pantomimed 
this gesture when we wanted to say, “Yes, 
everything is in order.” I have also praised 
her list-making system in these pages and 
in my book, and through it she has kept 
our home and activities in order.

Still, that doesn’t mean I shouldn’t lend 
assistance to her, or at least learn how to 
not get in the way. Over the years, some 
of the advice to the organizationally 
challenged has changed, and some has 
reappeared in a new form many times 
over.

In the 1980s, cleaning expert Don 
Aslett published “Clutter’s Last Stand,” 
one of the most popular of his many 

titles. His claim to fame 
was to communicate the 
techniques and tools of a 
professional cleaner to the 
average homemaker so that 
she (or – shocking for the 
time – he!) could clean faster 
and more economically. His 
advice on clutter is to toss it, 
and his book is filled with 
inspiration on overcoming 
the internal resistance to 
doing so.

In the 1990s, organization 
expert Julie Morgenstern 
took a more gentle approach 
in her book “Organizing 
From the Inside Out.” Much 
of the basic advice is the 
same, but she advises that 
once the clutter-clearing 
dust has settled you examine your own 
life and interests when deciding where 
the things in your life should go.

Starting as a web forum participant in 
the early 2000s, Marla Cilley (famous now 
as FlyLady) grew an immense and loyal 
Internet following through her system of 
changing habits via “baby steps,” cleaning 
by zones a little bit each day, and lovingly 
accepting one’s own organizational 
imperfections. To her, “clutter cannot 
be organized,” and she places great 

importance on tackling even a 
bit of it regularly each day.

Today’s new organizing guru 
is Marie Kondo, whose 2014 
book, “The Life-Changing 
Magic of Tidying Up: The 
Japanese Art of Decluttering 
and Organizing,” was a world-
wide bestseller. Her new book, 
“Spark Joy: An Illustrated 
Master Class on the Art of 
Organizing and Tidying 
Up,” seems to be on the same 
trajectory.

If you take only a superficial 
glance at her KonMari Method, 
it seems to be about folding 
and arranging clothing and 
other items into mesmerizingly 
neat and tiny arrangements. 
She is featured in many 

hypnotic YouTube videos demonstrating 
this aspect of her method, and you will 
probably learn a tidier way to fold shirts 
from her, if nothing else. 

Her system goes well beyond that, 
however, ultimately focusing not as much 
on what to discard, but on choosing what 
to keep based on how much joy it brings 
you. It even gets downright mystical. For 
example, in her second book, to determine 
whether or not a series of books gives you 
joy, you may want to arrange them in a 

stack and hug it to see how it makes you 
feel, That’s a little far out, even for me, but 
her passion certainly has had an effect on 
people.

Among her more pragmatic pieces 
of advice, she advises the opposite of 
FlyLady, When decluttering, pick one 
category, scour your entire home for 
items in that category and sort through 
them all at once. Seeing all 12 of the 
similar shirt, for example, will make it 
easier to know your favorites, and the lift 
from completing the task will be a reward 
in itself.

The recurring thread in all this advice 
seems to be that clutter will not make 
you happy, and whatever does make 
you really happy is not clutter. I may not 
reach my wife’s levels of neatness, but I 
have certainly felt the pleasant effects of 
letting go of old things as my life and my 
interests change. And now, while we are 
still in the New Year’s mood, is as good 
a time as any to begin the process again.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Sifting Through the Clutter of Information About Clutter
December 30, 2014 - January 5, 2015 The Examiner14

Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.

Satisfying Your Investment Appetite With a Wine-related Opportunity
The recent 

downturn of global 
stock markets, as 
worrisome as it is, 
remains a cyclical 
event. Granted, each 
downturn, uptick 
or stable period 
is explained as a 

temporary aberration, 
typically garnering the same rationale 
for each daily movement of the financial 
markets, whether they move up, down or 
sideways.

It is becoming increasingly clear that 
the enclaves of Wall Street traders mimic 
the high rollers of Las Vegas. Regardless 
of equity/bond markets or gambling table 
fortunes, the mighty players seem to fare 
better than the small stakes players. 

The diversity of the financial markets 
seems to play out on a similar plane in the 
world of wine opinion and fortunes. The 
“hot” wine house of the moment seems to 
garner excessive attention, while the less 
glamorous wines carry on in maintaining 
a stable market. Likewise, as a flash in 

the pan wine house falters, it is the more 
traditional wines that bolster the market.

The financial market dynamic is easy to 
track. Hot tech stocks garner a fever-pitch 
following, lining the pockets of investors. 
Did you catch the rise of Apple stock as 
the Wall Street trading houses rode it to 
astronomical heights? If so, did you sell 
before they shorted the stock? Did you 
buy a Chinese mutual 
fund in its infancy and 
then sell before the market 
adjustments last week? Or 
do you fit the profile of 
the traditional investor, 
relying on an adviser 
and observing from the 
sidelines as the markets go 
whizzing by?  

Are you seeking an 
opportunity to have a personal stake in 
the fortunes of an industry or company 
with which you have a particular affinity?  

And might that interest lie in the wine 
industry?

There are multiple investments in 
which one can indulge to satiate a desire 
for investment opportunity and potential 
gain. Some run the traditional path of 
exchange-traded stocks and funds. For 
something a bit more 21st century, you 
may wish to consider a crowdfunding 
opportunity. 

1. Public Companies. There are about 

two dozen actively traded wine companies 
on worldwide stock exchanges. Those 
traded on United States exchanges include 
Brown Forman Inc. (stock symbol BF), 
which sells Korbel and Sonoma Cutrer; 
Constellation Brands (STZ), which sells 
Robert Mondavi and Clos du Bois; and 
Vina Concha Y Toro (VCO) which sells 
Almavira and Don Melchor.

2. Crowdfunding. This 
is a more direct method 
of being involved in a 
wine project, which may 
offer instant gratification 
as a bonus. In return for 
a cash donation, you may 
receive equity in a venture 
or a tangible product. The 
websites Kickstarter and 
Indiegogo are the most 

popular. Others, specifically focused on 
wine, are Fundovino, Cruzu and Naked 
Wines. 

On Fundovino.com, for a pledge of 
under $100, a contributor receives one to 
three bottles of hard-to-find wines. If fully 
funded, the offeror will be able to purchase 
new wine casks for his wines. Sixteen 
projects have already been completed for 
various needs.

By far, Naked Wines is the most 
successful. The 98,000 “wine angel” 
investors, who donate $40 per month, 
receive deep discounts on wines and a free 

bottle each month. The funds are allocated 
to aspiring, or sometimes struggling, 
winemakers. There are nearly 15,000 on a 
waiting list to join this fundraising/wine 
club hybrid. 

3. Here’s a new trend. Willamette Valley 
Vineyards, a publicly traded winery, 
decided to expand its facilities. In 2015, 
it offered preferred stock to the public, 
raising nearly $6 million. Investors receive 
a 5.3 percent cumulative dividend and 
discounted prices on wines.

4. Wine indexes. Are you an aficionado 
of high-end wines but choose not to 
invest? Would you rather live vicariously 
through the fortunes of others? Try the 
Liv-ex Fine Wine 1000 Index (liv-ex.
com). It tracks auction prices for 1,000 of 
the most sought after wines in the world. 

If you’ve had an interest in having your 
relationship with wine become more 
personal, you have several avenues to 
pursue. And (to paraphrase a time-worn 
phrase), to put your money where your 
palate is. 

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident.  For over 20 years 
he has conducted  wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine. 

By Nick Antonaccio

‘a personal stake in the 
fortunes of the industry’
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Winter Dining Deals to Start 2016 
The competitive 

economic climate has 
prompted restaurants 
to create great deals 
for every palate this 
winter. Of course, you 
can search for coupons 
and discounts on-line, 
but many eateries are 
offering in-house 

incentives that are hard to beat right now. 
Here are a few suggestions.
Ernesto’s Ristorante, 130 W. Post Road, 
White Plains 914-421-1414 

Genial hosts Ernesto Capalbo and 
Charlie Gambino have refurbished long-
running Ernesto’s Ristorante giving it 
a pleasant contemporized look. The 
spirited bar area offers happy hours 
Tuesday through Saturday, 3 to 7 p.m. 
with reasonably priced beers, wines and 

$5 martinis. Half price appetizers are 
served Thursday and Friday, 3 to 7 p.m. 
bar only. It is a good spot for networking. 
There is a kitchen counter lunch for $10 
served Tuesday through Friday, noon to 
3 p.m. Early Bird dinners are served 3 to 
6 p.m. Tuesday through Friday priced at 
a reasonable $17.95. The regular menu 
of Italian-American specialties is always 
available as are private party facilities for 
up to 75 guests. Let the veteran floor staff 
led by Elio, Geovan and Juan see to your 
needs. In the process of renovating the 
dining rooms, Ernesto moved his popular 
pizza shop down to the corner and named 
it Pizza Cucina where you can still get all 
your favorites fresh-made. Pizza Cucina 
is located at 102 Post Road, White Plains 
(914-752-4611). On and off premise 
catering. Free and municipal parking. 
www.ernestosristorante.com.
Sofrito, 175 Main Street, White Plains 914-
428-4740

 Host-owner J R Morales and his team 
brought Sofrito up from Manhattan in 
2011 and the place has become a must-stop 
on the Latin-themed dining and nightlife 
crawl. There are spirited Happy Hours all 
day, 11:30 am to 9 p.m. Monday through 
Friday at the bar, featuring specialty 
priced cocktails and appetizers. Among 
the best dining deals in Westchester right 
now are the fixed price multi-course 
dinners. Beautifully plated and generously 
portioned Puerto Rican and Caribbean 
specialties are included in the 4-course 

Classico: starting with appetizers, a second 
course of soup or fresh salad; choice of 5 
main courses including Salmon in caper 
sauce with garlic spinach; then finish 
with dessert. Cost is: $45. The 5-course 
VIP includes the family style appetizer 
platter, followed by traditional Sancocho 
soup with assorted meats, 
root vegetables, sofrito and 
corn, then the fresh Sofrito 
Chopped Salad. There is a 
choice of 5 main courses 
including Paella, or Whole 
Red Snapper with coconut 
rice, then the dessert platter. 
Cost of the VIP: $55 per 
person before tax and gratuity. Check out 
the Latin Sushi, too. Open 7 days a week 

for lunch, dinner and Sunday brunch. 
Dancing and live entertainment schedule. 
Municipal and valet parking. www.
sofritowhiteplains.com
Rio Bravo Tacos & Tequila, 1879 Palmer 
Ave., Larchmont 914-341-1546

The artsy red statue guarding the 
Palmer Ave. entrance to this Mexican 
restaurant just hints at the many south-
of-the-border pleasures waiting inside. 
It is a sprawling 200-seat environment 
strewn with colorful Mexican art and 
artifacts, multiple seating areas with a 
big bar/lounge for socializing. Brothers 
Edgar and Hector Brambila also operate 
a Rio Bravo in Fairfield, CT and have 
another one in the works in Westport. 
The menu is loaded with flavorful 
surprises: Milanesa Chicken Tacos, 
hand battered fried chicken wrapped in 

a tortilla covered with melted cheese, 
roasted poblano crema, pico de gallo and 
mixed cabbage; Torero Steak Fajitas, a 
giant portion of wood grilled marinated 
skirt steak; Southwestern Caesar Salad, a 

spicy twist to the traditional Caesar with 
corn, tomatoes, cotija cheese and chicken 
Milanesa, tossed with chipotle-ranch 
dressing; and Square Knot Salmon, achiote 
and lemon seared salmon with roasted 
pineapple. Happy Hours in the galloping 
bar/lounge Monday through Friday from 

3 to 6 p.m. feature half price 
house drinks and appetizers. 
Taco Tuesdays offer $1 
tacos at the bar. Large 
selection of Tequilas at the 
bar and you can also build 
your own Margarita. www.
riobravotacosandtequila.
com. 

Tuck’d Away Bar & Grill, 90 Yonkers Ave., 
Tuckahoe 914-922-9162

Owner Michael Cuozzo of Tuck’d Away 
wanted to open an eatery where customers 
could feel relaxed and comfortable, and 
where the kitchen would surprise patrons 
with a reasonably priced menu of gastro-
tavern fare. Cuozzo, who practically grew 
up in the business at the long-running 
Casa Rina in Thornwood, premiered his 
50-seat dining room and bar/lounge this 

past year and it’s becoming a popular spot 
to tuck into for networking and indulging 
on Chef Ken Austria’s signature takes 
on comfort food. Selections include: a 
Slider Trio, Baked Macaroni and Cheese, 
fabulous Chicken Wings in a variety of 
styles; BBQ Chicken Flat Bread, Simply 
Salmon Salad, juicy Burgers, overstuffed 
Wraps, and more. A bustling Happy Hour 
Monday through Friday from 3 to 7 p.m. 
features half-off on selected cocktails and 
menu items. A 2-course lunch is served 
Monday through Saturday for $12. And a 
3-course dinner is served Sunday through 
Wednesday for $20. Big TVs, lounge chairs 
and occasional live entertainment. Check 
ahead. Open 7 days. www.tuckedaway90.
com.

Encore Bistro, 67 Purchase Street, Rye 914-
481-8833; Encore Bistro, 22 Chatsworth 
Ave., Larchmont 914-833-1661

Two of my favorite French bistros in 
Westchester are the original Encore Bistro 
in Larchmont and the newest Encore in 
Rye. Proprietor David Masliah and his 
team offer such hearty bistro favorites 
as: a colorful and delicious Tartin de 
Tomates, Moules Provencales, a fabulous 

Salade Parisienne, along with St. Jacques 
au buerre blance and Steak Frites as a 
main course. (It’s hard to stay away from 
their rendition sweetbreads, too) Plates 
du Jour include: Monday, Crepes night; 
Tuesday, Mussels night; and Wednesdays, 
Tartar night offering a choice of steak, 
tuna, salmon, or scallops tartar. There is 
a Kids Menu, too. A relaxing a la carte 
Sunday brunch offers such additional 
dishes as: Oeufs Benedict; Pain Perdu, 
brioche French toast with warm berries; 
and Quiche du Jour served with mesclun 
salad. Great French fries here, the real 
thing! For dessert there are classic versions 
of Tarte Tatin and Profiteroles. Great deal: 
there is a 3-course lunch for $15.50 served 
Monday through Saturday. Open 7 days 
for lunch, dinner and Sunday brunch. 
Happy Hours: 5 to 7 p.m. weekdays. www.
encore-bistro.com.
Mughal Palace, 16 Broadway, Valhalla 914-
997-6090

The exciting sights, scents and flavors of 
regional Indian cuisine have been coming 
alive at Mughal Palace in Valhalla for the 
past 12 years. Proprietor Mohammed 
Alam and his friendly professional staff 
are great tour guides and always strive 
make your visit a pleasant one. There is a 
daily Luncheon Buffet offering a changing 
variety of fresh menu specialties. Over a 
dozen selections with all the trimmings 
from soup, salad and fresh baked breads 
to main courses and dessert is fixed price, 
all you can eat. The buffet is served daily 
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. If you are new to the 

cuisine, it is a great way to taste a variety 
of dishes at one sitting. Buffet served: 
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. daily, $12.95 per 
person; $14.95 Saturdays; $15.95 Sundays. 
The fresh made Indian breads are a must 
to help lap up those delicious gravies: 
Nan, Onion Kulcha and Garlic Nan are 
favorites. A variety of Indian beers or 
Mango Lassi will help you wash it all 
down. A Winter Special offers 20 percent 
off selected beers and wine throughout the 
week. www.mughalpalace.com.

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing 
consultant and former restaurant trade 
magazine editor. He has been tracking and 
writing about the dining scene in greater 
Westchester for 30 years. He may be reached 
at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: gutreactions@
optonline.net.

 By Morris Gut

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

Pasta with grilled chicken at Ernesto’s. 

Sofrito, White Plains. 

Luncheon buffet at Mughal Palace. 

Hearty appetizers at Tuck’d Away. 

Delicious selection of  salsas at Rio Bravo. 
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H The Restaurant Examiner

Welcome to Capatosta Trattoria, the Latest Elmsford Restaurant

RiverMarket to Host Dinner Paired With Rare Kentucky Bourbon

By Jerry Eimbinder
Elmsford is fast becoming a dining 

destination. 
Capatosta Trattoria is the newest 

restaurant to open in the village and it 
offers home-style Italian cooking in an 
attractive dining room with a fireplace 
and 20 different pizzas in an adjoining 
pizzeria. Weather permitting, outside 
patio dining is available.

Owner Patricia Pardo said there was no 
specific motivation for the choice of name 
– in Italian capatosta means “blockhead” 
– just her sense of humor at work. But one 
would have to be a blockhead not to try 
this restaurant before the word gets out. 

The Restaurant Examiner has been on 
the lookout for local restaurants that offer 
the five key elements of a great dining 
experience – exceptional food, sizable 

portions, attentive service, appealing 
setting and reasonable pricing. Capatosta, 
which opened in October, is a definite 
qualifier and here are some reasons to 
visit.

Its menu is similar to the one served at 
Pardo’s other restaurant, Via Veneto 26 in 
White Plains, that includes a longtime, 
bestseller called Floreti Rustica (pasta, 

prosciutto, mushrooms and peas in a pink 
sauce). I tried this dish at Capatosta and 
loved it – and at $16.95 represents good 
value. 

A second dish that I enjoyed immensely 
and fully recommend is chicken pecorada 
served with a choice of pasta, salad or 
potato croquette ($16.95). It has been one 
of the most popular dishes at the White 
Plains sister restaurant.

Another bargain is Capatosta’s osso 
buco, veal shank with portobello 
mushrooms in a barolo wine sauce. A 
large plate is priced at only $20.95.

But perhaps the biggest value of all is 
a five-course dinner served family-style 
for four or more people priced at $35 per 
person, plus tax and tip. This awesome 
meal starts with appetizers shared by all 
(fried calamari, mozzarella contadina, 
bruschetta and cold antipasto), followed 
by Pulcinella salad (romaine lettuce, grape 
tomatoes, cucumbers, roasted peppers 
and onions). 

Two pastas, fioretti and cavatelli 

broccoli, are served next (other pastas 
may be substituted). Three entrées for 
everyone to eat follow: chicken pecorara, 
tilapia Frances and eggplant parmesan. 
Dinner concludes with vanilla gelato  
with raspberry sauce and coffee, 
cappuccino or tea.

A five-course special family-style 
dinner is scheduled for this Thursday, Jan. 
14, the first of what promises to be a series 
of special dinners. It’s $50 per person, 
plus tax and gratuity. A bottle of wine 
is included for each set of four persons. 
Seating begins at 6 p.m.

The courses are appetizers, salad, pasta, 
entrées and dessert. The appetizers for 
this dinner are spedini romana, asparagus 
and cheese, shrimp arrabiatta and 
fried calamari. The entrées are chicken 
pecorara, lamb chops with broccoli 
rabe, red snapper Marechiara and suppa 
di pesca. Dessert and coffee or tea are 
included.

The à la carte seafood selections include 
branzino, which is not shown on the menu 

but is available on request, and halibut 
insalata with pasta and potato croquette 
($23.95).

Happy hour runs from 4 to 6 p.m. at the 
bar only and includes $6 cocktails, beer at 
half price and regular-sized appetizers at 
$6.

Lunch specials include veal parmigiana 
hero ($8.95), Caesar salad ($6.50), 
spaghetti with meatballs ($8.95), baked 
ziti ($8.95), sandwiches ($7.50 to $7.95), 
six different chicken dishes ($10.95) and 
six different veal dishes ($13.95). 

A private party room can comfortably 
seat 40. In the pizzeria, customers are 
welcome to create their own pizzas with 
ingredients on hand at the restaurant. 
Specialty pizzas on the menu are offered 
in three sizes. Sicilian pizzas come in one 
size only.  

The restaurant and pizzeria dishes 
are available for takeout as are hero 
sandwiches, three to six feet in length 
(advance order is needed). A lengthy 
catering menu lists half trays (typically 
$35 to $40) and full trays ($70 or more).

Pardo, who grew up in Buenos Aires, 
learned how to play soccer from her 
three brothers and how to cook from her 
grandmother, a native of Sulmona, a town 
in the Province of L’Aquila in Abruzzo, 
Italy. She helped prepare meals for her 
family starting at 10 years old.

She arrived in America in 1980 and her 
first job was working at a Bronx restaurant 
called Marabella, owned by her father and 
a partner.     

Via Veneto 26 opened three years ago at 
8 City Place in White Plains.

Capatosta Trattoria is located 121 
E. Main St. in Elmsford. It is open for 
lunch and dinner seven days a week. For 
reservations, call 914-345-3200. The 
pizzeria phone number is 914-592-8800.

Capatosta Trattoria, a new restaurant in Elmsford 
that has outstanding food and is a great value. 

The dining room at Capatosta Trattoria. JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTOS

By Jerry Eimbinder
A six-course, whiskey-paired dinner 

will be held at RiverMarket Bar & Kitchen 
in Tarrytown on Thursday, Jan. 21 in a 
collaboration between the restaurant and 
Pour Boutique Bar + Eatery in Mount 
Kisco.

The prix-fixe cost of $450 per person 
includes gratuity and tax. Six different 
whiskeys from the Old Rip Van Winkle 
Distillery in Frankfort, Ky. will be offered 
during dinner.

The Old Rip Van Winkle Distillery’s 
bourbon, often called Pappy Van Winkle 
or simply Pappy, is a cultural phenomenon. 
Bourbon connoisseurs have long held it 
up as one of the world’s best, while limited 
production has ensured that it also is one 

of the world’s most sought after bourbons. 
The whiskeys to be served at the dinner 

include the distillery’s 
most famous product 
– a 20-year, 90.4-proof 
Family Reserve 
bourbon and a rare 
23-year-old 95.6-proof 
Family Reserve 
bourbon. 

The other whiskeys 
are a 10-year-
old 107-proof 
bourbon cited for 
its smoothness; a 
sweet 12-year old 
90.4-proof bourbon 
recommended as an 
after-dinner drink; a 

13-year-old 95.6-proof rye whiskey; and a 

younger version of the famous 20-year-
old bourbon.

According to Garden & Gun, a sporting 
life and Southern food magazine, “a 
growing body of aficionados believe Rip 
Van Winkle’s aged bourbons to be the 
finest whiskeys on Earth.”

Julian P. Van Winkle III, president of 
the Old Rip Van Winkle Distillery, won 
the James Beard Foundation Award 
for Outstanding Wine and Spirits 
Professional in 2011. His grandfather, 
known as “Pappy,” started the business in 
the 1870s.

RiverMarket Bar & Kitchen is located at 
127 W. Main St. in Tarrytown. For more 
information, call 914-631-3100 or visit 
www.rivermarketbarandkitchen.com.

Six different whiskeys will be served at a special Jan. 21 dinner at 
RiverMarket Bar & Kitchen in Tarrytown, a collaboration with Pour 
Boutique Bar + Eatery in Mount Kisco.
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 011216

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail  
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

CAREER TRAINING
CAREER TRACTOR TRAILER TRAIN-
ING with A.C.C.S.C. Nationally Accred-
ited N.T.T.S., P.T.D.I. Certified Courses, 
Daily/Weekends/Housing with financial 
aid, grants, Post 9/11 GI BillÆ if qualified.
NTTS Liverpool or Buffalo (Branch), NY 
1-800-243-9300 ntts.edu

HEALTH
IF YOU USED THE BLOOD THIN-
NER XARELTO and suffered internal 
bleeding, hemorrhaging, required hospi-
talization or a loved one died while tak-
ing Xarelto between 2011 and the present 
time, you may be entitled to compensa-
tion. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and 
Certifications Running Bulldozers, Back-
hoes and Excavators. Lifetime Job Place-
ment. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-
6497

NEW YEAR, NEW AIRLINE CAREERS  
Get trained as FAA certified Aviation 
Technician. Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assistance. Over-
night classes available. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

HUNTING
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leas-
ing info packet & Quote. 1?866?309?1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LEGALS
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SO-
RENSEN HC ADVISORS LLC.  Articles 
of Incorporation filed with NY Secy of 
State (SSNY) on 7/7/14. Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY is designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process it 

may be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 15 Petersville Road, Mt. Kisco, NY 
10549. Purpose: General.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GELIX, 
LLC. Art. of Org. filed with Sec’y of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 9/17/2015. Office 
location in Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 333 N. Bed-
ford Rd. Ste. 230, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Thrive HR Solu-
tions, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY  
on 7/27/15. Office in Westchester County.  
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: United States Corpora-
tion Agents, 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of M.J. Fish LLC 
filed with the Secretary of State of NY on 
November 17, 2015.  SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against may be served.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 302 West Main Street, 
Suite 155, Avon, CT 06001.

LEGAL NOTICE OF FORMATION 
OF PARANDA MEDIA, LLC, ARTS 
OF ORG. filed with Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 4/11/2006. Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served, SSNY 
shall mail process to: 80 Vaughn Ave, 
New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Invariably Digi-
tal, LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 
9/9/2015. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: In-
variably Digital LLC, 143 Park Dr, East-
chester, NY 10709 Purpose: any lawful 
purpose

Notice of Formation of HSN Prop-
erty, LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 11/27/15. Offc. Loc: Westchester Cty. 
SSNY design. As agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to the LLC, 2 
Overhill Road Suite 260, Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: any lawful business ac-
tivity. 

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 

Ext.300N

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
WANT CASH FOR EXTRA DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS? I Pay Top Dollar Since 
2005! 1 Day Fast Payment Guaranteed 
Up To $60 Per Box! Free Shipping. www.
Cashnowoffer.com or 888-210-5233. Get 
Extra $10: Use Offer Code: Cashnow!

CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call Juley Today! 800-413-3479 
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Jan. 12
Affordable Housing in Westchester: 

The Settlement and its Costs. The 
League of Women Voters presents its 
monthly top topic breakfast with this 
discussion. Westchester County entered 
into a settlement agreement in 2009 with 
the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development that calls for the 
development of 750 units of affordable 
housing by the end of this year. Guest 
speaker Norma Drummond, the county’s 
deputy commissioner of planning, will 
update the status of the settlement and 
what the county is doing to address 
affordable housing needs. Open to the 
general public. El Dorado West Diner, 480 
S. Broadway, Tarrytown. 8:30 a.m. Free. 
RSVP required. Info and RSVP: 914-332-
1301 or e-mail ourtownsleague@gmail.
com.

Tuesdays at Dorry’s. This week’s 
presentation is about an Ad Hoc Committee 
of Felice Gelman, Howard Horowitz, 
Susan Smith and Andrew Courtney 
who came together in early fall 2015 to 
produce a “Call to Action” statement on 
the current refugee crisis. The statement 
engages the Hudson Valley region of 
Westchester and Rockland Counties to 
save and welcome refugees. Tuesdays at 
Dorry’s  gathers  “conversation partners” 
weekly for informal table talk. There is 
no charge. Just come and order your food 
from Sylvia and enjoy the discussion and 
the company. Food ordering begins at 5:30 
p.m. Presentation and discussion 6 to 7 p.m.  
Dorry’s Diner, 468 Mamaroneck Avenue, 
White Plains; 914-682-0005.

WPCNA Meeting. The January 
Meeting of the White Plains Council of 
Neighborhood Associations (WPCNA) 
will be held from 7:30- to 9 p.m.  at  The 
Post Road Elementary School Cafeteria, 
175 W. Post Road (corner W. Post Road 
and Soundview Avenue),  White Plains. 
White Plains Public Safety Commissioner 
David Chong will  speak about the safety 
of White Plains. Plan to arrive early to get 
a good seat  and allow time for audience 
participation and networking. Light 
refreshments will be available.

Wednesday, Jan. 13
Food Bank Fundraiser. All day today, 

five percent of net sales from purchases 
at Whole Foods Market’s Westchester 
County locations, which include: Port 
Chester, White Plains and Yonkers, will go 
to The Food Bank for Westchester to help 
provide food to hungry families in the 
county.

Noonday Free Concert. Presented 
by Downtown Music at Grace. ‘Scape 
Trio:  Nicole  Sharlow, Violin,  Joseph 
Dermody, Viola,  Adriana  Maria  Pera, 
Cello.   The program includes string trios 
of Mozart, Strauss and Reger; 12:10 p.m. 
at Grace Episcopal Church, corner of Main 
St. and Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains. 

Historic Preservation Hearing. The 
first public hearing of the White Plains 
Historic Preservation Commission about 
the Good Counsel property at 52 N. 
Broadway will be held at 7 p.m. in White 
Plains Council Chambers, City Hall.

From Behind the Plow: Berry Brook 
Farm and Rivertowns Farm Markets 
Bring the Field to Your Table. Learn how 
small local farms are transforming our 
food system to bring fresher, healthier, 
diverse and delicious food to our tables. 
Find out how a community supported 
agriculture group (CSA) works and 
determines whether it could be a good 

fit for your family. Enjoy a taste of fresh 
winter produce. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
Refreshments at 7 p.m. Program at 7:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-723-3470  or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Thursday, Jan. 14
“Frame By Frame.” When the Taliban 

ruled Afghanistan, taking a photo was a 
crime. After the regime fell from power in 
2001, a fledgling free press emerged and 
a photography revolution was born. This 
film follows four Afghan photojournalists 
as they navigate an emerging and 
dangerous media landscape. Part of the 
“Global Watch: Crisis, Culture & Human 
Rights” series. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. 
Members: $8. Non-members: $13. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.
org.

Musical Box Performs Genesis’ “The 
Black Show.” Internationally acclaimed 
for its historical re-enactment of early 
Genesis’ works, Musical Box is coming to 
America to perform the emblematic 1974 
performance that made Genesis and Peter 
Gabriel attain rock star status, enjoying to 
this day a cult following from older and 
young music lovers. Tarrytown Music 
Hall, 13 Main St., Tarrytown. 8 p.m. $35, 
$42 and $48. Info and tickets: Visit www.
tarrytownmusichall.org.

Friday, Jan. 15
Ecumenical Service Celebrates MLK. 

7 p.m. Two clergy groups, the White 
Plains Religious Leaders and the Ministers 
Fellowship Council of White Plains, and 
their friends and congregations will come 
together to honor the modern prophet of 
nonviolence, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. First Baptist Church of White Plains, 456 
North Street (corner of Bryant Avenue) 
will host this community gathering. The 
West Point Cadet Gospel Choir will sing. 
Free childcare and parking available onsite. 

Refreshments will be served after worship. 
Please join us, all are welcome.

Saturday, Jan. 16
Teaching Trails: A Community Path for 

Environmental Education. Join guided 
trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat.  Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
11:30 a.m. Free. Every Saturday and 
Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

“Jewish Heretics From Elisha 
Ben Abuyah to Sherwin Wine.” The 
Westchester Community for Humanistic 
Judaism will present this lecture and 
discussion led by Jewish educator Bennett 
Muraskin. Light refreshments will be 
served following a Q&A. Community 
Unitarian Church, 468 Rosedale Ave., 
White Plains. 2:30 p.m. $10. Info: Contact 
Charlotte Klein at 914-218-8535 or e-mail 
info@wchj.org.

On Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, 
Monday, Jan. 18, free concerts, book 
readings and for children: arts & crafts, 
story time and sing-a-long all presented 
by the Martin Luther King, Jr. Freedom 
Library at Barnes & Noble City Center, 
White Plains.

The schedule of free events, presented 
by the Martin Luther King, Jr. Freedom 
Library:

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. - Arts & Crafts and 
reading to children.

11 a.m. to 12 p.m. - Zetta Elliott, author 
of acclaimed Bird (2-6 grade); Ship of 

Souls, and A Wish After Midnight (young 
adult) talks about and autographs her 
books. 

12 to 1:30 p.m. - Prof. R.A. Ptahsen-
Shabazz, author of Black to the Roots: 
Reggae’s Rise, Downpression and 
Reascension, discusses and autographs 
his book.

1:30 to 2:30 p.m. - Concert: Ptah 
Djembe Drummers.

2:30 to 3:30 p.m. - Concert: pianists 
from Studio Senakwami.

3:30 to 3:45 p.m. - Storytime for 
children.

3:45 to 4 p.m. - Sing-a-long for children.
4 to 6 p.m. - Concert: pianists from 

Studio Senakwami.
These events are part of a fundraiser: 

for everyone who makes a purchase at 
any Barnes & Noble on Jan. 18 and gives 
our the Martin Luther King, Jr. Freedom 
Library’s Bookfair ID, 11786340, Barnes 
& Noble will make a donation to the 
Library.

The library also receives a donation if 
you visit bn.com/bookfairs from 1/13/16 
to 1/23/16 by entering Bookfair ID 
11786340 at checkout.  

Further information at www.
mlkfreedomlibrary.org or call 914-949-
6555.

This fundraiser will raise money to buy 
books and films for the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Freedom Library, located at 250 
Bryant Ave. (Memorial United Methodist 
Church), White Plains. The library is free 
and open to the public and has unusual 
and important books and films for 
adults and children on subjects such as 
nonviolence and anti-racism, Dr. King 
and other great peacemakers, African-
American history and more. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Events at Barnes & Noble City Center, White Plains
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EX AMINER SPORTS

By Albert Coqueran
The Ursuline School legendary Head 

Basketball Coach Beth Wooters appears 
as if she can lead the Koalas for another 
decade. After nearly three decades at the 
helm and over 500 wins, Wooters is still 
as energetic, methodical and passionate 
as she was in her first decade coaching 
the Koalas.

When Wooters finally decides to retire 
from her coaching duties at Ursuline, she 
will share in the limelight of the finest 
High School Girls Basketball Coaches 
in Westchester County, with the likes of 
White Plains High School’s Sue Adams 
and Irvington High School’s Gina Maher. 

In fact, when Wooters and Maher 
finally decide to join Adams enjoying 
the game from the sidelines, Westchester 
County should honor all three coaches 
together for the contributions to women’s 
basketball in our area. 

Nonetheless, there is another coach 

in our area who 
is presently just 
establishing her 
foundation in 
Girls High School 
Basketball. White 
Plains High School 
Head Coach Tara 
Flaherty is in her 
third season and she 
is making enormous 
strides in the Tigers 
Girls Basketball 
Program.

Flaherty took over 
the Tigers program 
three years ago 
after they had only 
produced one win 
in their previous 
two seasons. 
Furthermore, the 
Lady Tigers had not 
made the postseason 
since Adams stepped 
down as Head Coach 

after the 2011-12 season.
After only two seasons at the helm, the 

Hastings High School graduate (2006), 
took a young Tigers team back to the 
Section 1 Playoffs last season but lost in 
the First Round to North Rockland High 
School.

Presently in the midst of her third 
season, Flaherty has paced another 
young Tigers team to a 9-3 record, with 
only two seniors on her roster supported 
by one junior, five sophomores and one 
freshman and an eighth grader.

“Yes this is the best season that I 
have had thus far and it is very exciting. 
Winning makes the team happier. It is 
fun just to play but to win adds a different 
dynamic,” said Flaherty.

The Lady Tigers won their Home 

Opener against Clarkstown North, 39-
29, on December 23 and have managed 
impressive wins during their 9-3 stretch. 
They beat Eastchester High School 47-37 
in the Pearl River Tournament and won 
both games in the Hastings Tournament, 
while crushing Sleepy Hollow 76-36 and 
beating host Hastings High School 71-21.

To start the New Year, the Lady Tigers 
celebrated at home by edging a quality 
New Rochelle team, 61-58, on January 
8. But they just could not catch-up with 
Wooters and her Koalas, at home, on 
Friday, Jan.8, while losing a heartbreaker 
48-43.

 The Ursuline game will probably go 
down as the game 
that got away this 
season, as the Lady 
Tigers were losing 
15-5, after the first 
quarter but only 
by one point at the 
halfway mark, 20-
21.

Ursuline’s Katie 
M c L a u g h l i n 
scored 15 of the 
Koalas 21 points 
in the first half. 
F u r t h e r m o r e , 
McLaughlin, a 
prolific scorer for 
the Koalas, scored 
more that half 
of the team’s 48 
points in the game 
with a total of 28 
points. “It was a 
really tough game. 
They (Tigers) are a 
really strong team. 
We got frazzled 
and we needed 
to come together 

and take our time, as a team we won,” 
commented McLaughlin.

The Ursuline game was determined by 
players getting in early foul trouble and 
poor free throw shooting by both teams. 
When Ursuline guards Cara Garvey and 
Korina Guerra had to sit in the first half 
with three fouls each, the Tigers made 
their run.

The Tigers shot a mere 12 of 24 from 
the free throw line and Ursuline did not 
do any better shooting 12 of 32 from the 
charity stripe. 

Despite, their two senior captains 
Kaleigh D’Arcy and Kathleen Rooney 
having to sit in the third quarter due to 
foul trouble, the Tigers took the lead at 
the end of the third quarter, 30-29, led 
by sophomore Vanessa Chica closing the 
quarter with two quick scores.

Nevertheless, McLaughlin and the 
Koalas would not be denied and won a 
fierce battle of wills in the fourth quarter to 
win the game 48-43. Chica led the Tigers 
with a team-high 16 points and Rooney 
and sophomore Madison Povemba added 
11 points each.

Wooters, who has had led Ursuline 
(7-2) into many battles with rival White 
Plains, said that she was not surprised 
how this game also developed into a 
typical Tigers versus Koalas clash after 
the first quarter.

 “No not at all, that is what you expect 
when you come to play here at White 
Plains. We were ready for a tough team 
and White Plains is greatly improved, 
they are a tough team,” acknowledged 
Wooters.

 

Flaherty’s Tigers Winning at 9-3 But Could Not Stop Wooters and Ursuline

Tigers eighth grade guard Julia Reggio makes her presence known as she drives to the hoop to score in 
the third quarter against Ursuline, on Friday Jan. 8, at White Plains High School.

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS

Tigers Madison Povemba (right) stands firm on defense against the Koalas. 
Povemba is one of  five promising sophomores for the Lady Tigers who have 
helped them maintain a winning record this season. 

Sophmore forward Vanessa Chica (#13) led the team with 16 points at WPHS 
on Friday. Chica proved against the Koalas that she is a force to be reckoned 
within Section 1 basketball even in only her sophomore year

White Plains Head Coach Tara Flaherty (left) 
goes over strategy with her captain Kaleigh 
D’Arcy in the fourth quarter of  the Tigers loss to 
Ursuline, 48-43. Flaherty in her third season has 
the Lady Tigers primed for another postseason 
bid with a 9-3 record thus far this season.
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By Albert Coqueran
The sign posted on the Stepinac 

High School front entrance read “Sold 
Out.”  Stepinac sold tickets in advance 
to the Stepinac High School versus 
Iona Preparatory School Triple Header 
Basketball challenge and the games were 
sold out days before game time. 

Fans packed into the Stepinac gym with 
extra seating placed on one baseline and 
standing room only on the other baseline, 
even the balcony was filled to capacity. 
This CHSAA AAA basketball game was 
one of the most anticipated high school 
sporting events of the New Year.

Last year Iona Prep visited Stepinac 
on February 13 without their star player 
Matt Ryan who was injured, and they 
beat the Crusaders 70-58. Ryan has since 
graduated and has taken his basketball 
skills to Notre Dame University. 

Yet, on Friday, January 8, 2016, nearly 
one year later, Iona visited Stepinac again 
to play the Crusaders and again without 
their star player, this time senior guard Ty 
Jerome.

The Iona star guard, who has 
committed to Virginia University, was 
injured and sat on the bench cheering 
and yelling support to his comrades 
on the court. Nonetheless, Gaels’ Head 
Coach Vic Quirolo somehow adjusted 
his game plan to defeat the Crusaders 
without two dominant CHSAA players 
on the court for him – Ryan last year and 
Jerome this year. “Hopefully, we are a 
team and that is the word. When one guy 
goes down somebody else has to step-up,” 
said Quirolo, in his 18th season leading 
the Gaels.

The Crusaders seemed to have the 
game under control in the first half, 
while leading by 10 points going into 

the locker room, 34-24. But the Gaels 
offense chipped away at the lead, while 
their defense held the Crusaders to seven 
points in the third quarter, to win the 
game, 53-51. 

The Gaels had narrowed the lead to one 
point on two Nick Brennen three pointers 
and ended the third quarter down by only 
four points 41-37. “Stepinac pressure 
defense is really good and they got us kind 
of unglued (in the first half),” commented 
Quirolo. “We just had to calm down and 
run our sets and eventually the ball would 
fall,” said Quirolo.  

When Crusaders standout junior 
Jordan Tucker got fouled on a three-point 
shot, he made two of three free throws to 
put Stepinac in the lead 48-46, at 3:22 of 
the fourth quarter.  

However, the Gaels kept pressing, as 
guard Patrick Fleming drove to the hoop 

for two points 
and center Josh 
Alexander’s second 

effort on a put-back basket put Iona 
ahead 50-48. Nick Brennen joined the 
fun again in the fourth quarter making 
two free throws to put Iona in the lead for 
good, 52-48.

The standing room only crowd in the 
Stepinac gym went into a frenzy when 
Crusaders guard Jorden Means sank 
two free throws to make the score 52-50. 
But with five seconds left in the game, 
Tucker’s three-point shot rimmed-out of 
the basket and the rest is history. 

“They (Iona) took us out of what we 
wanted to do tonight. They switched 
defenses and we settled for two many 
threes. They executed on offense and 
we did not defend at a high level and 
because of that we fell short tonight,” said 
Crusaders Head Coach Pat Massaroni.

Both Tucker and Aundre Hyatt finished 

the game with 13 points and seven 
rebounds. Means contributed 11 points, 
four assists and four steals. Iona was 
led by Nick Brennen with 13 points and 
Alexander and Fleming added 12 points 
each. 

Stepinac record stands at 4-9, after 
losing another close game at Bishop 
Loughlin High School, 69-63, on Sunday. 
Tucker amazed the crowd with a double-
double of 38 points and 13 rebounds, 
Aundre Hyatt also posted a double-
double with 11 points and 10 rebounds 
and Means contributed 10 points in the 
losing effort.

Both Stepinac and Iona Prep will play 
in the Big Apple Basketball 13th Annual 
High School Invitational at Baruch 
College, on Saturday, Jan. 16. Stepinac 
will take on The Gilman School from 
Baltimore, Maryland, at 12 p.m. Iona 
Prep will face Bullis High School from 
Potomac, Maryland at 3:45 p.m.

County Executive Rob Astorino 
joined the Westchester County Health 
Department and local health clubs last 
week to announce the county’s Keep 
Healthy campaign, an education initiative 
focused on providing residents with 
best practices and services to help lead a 
healthier lifestyle. 

The campaign brings county Health 
Department professionals to five locations 
of three area fitness centers – Crunch, Club 
Fit and 24 Hour Fitness – on Tuesdays 
this month to offer free flu shots, blood 
pressure screenings and #KeepHealthy 
tips and information. Each of the health 
clubs will also provide free guest passes 
and giveaways to visitors and club 
members during the Health Department’s 
visit.

“The county teaming up with Crunch, 
Club Fit and 24 Hour Fitness is a great way 

to help residents keep their New Year’s 
resolutions to stay active and lead healthier 
lives,” Astorino said. “The Keep Healthy 
campaign accomplishes three things: it 
gets free health services and information 
to residents, it promotes healthy living 
and it supports local businesses.”

Health Commissioner Sherlita Amler 
said the county-targeted health clubs to 
reach adults between the ages of 18 and 
50 who are less likely to make time for a 
flu shot or check their blood pressure than 
children or seniors. 

“Keeping healthy is all about the choices 
we make, both large and small,” Amler 
said. “The decision to get a flu shot or take 
your blood pressure can be the first step to 
a healthier you.” 

Representatives from the three health 
clubs were excited to partner with  
the county to support the healthy  

living campaign. 
“We at Crunch are thrilled to help keep 

Westchester healthy,” said Eric Jozwiak, 
district marketing manager for Fitness 
Holdings, owner of Crunch in White 
Plains and Port Chester. “We think this is 
a great benefit for anyone who cares about 
their health and encourage residents to 
come to our club.”

“We’re delighted to team up with 
Westchester County to put the focus 
on fitness and health,” added Club Fit 
President Bill Beck. “Keeping Westchester 
Healthy is our mission, too. We hope this 
initiative will encourage new members to 
stop by and join us.”

The free flu shots, blood pressure 
screenings and health information are 
available at Crunch, located at 1 N. 
Broadway in White Plains today (Tuesday) 
from 4 to 7 p.m. Club Fit will host the 

session on Tuesday, Jan. 19 from 12 to 2 
p.m. at their facility at 584 N. State Rd. 
in Briarcliff Manor and from 4 to 7 p.m. 
at their club in Jefferson Valley located at 
600 Bank Rd. in Yorktown. On Tuesday, 
Jan. 26, 24 Hour Fitness, located at 589 
Tuckahoe Rd. in Yonkers, will host from 
4 to 7 p.m.

The Health Department’s brochures and 
flyers will be available in the department’s 
clinics in White Plains and Yonkers, on 
the department’s website and distributed 
at health fairs, community events and 
through partnerships with other health 
providers and county departments. 
Tips and information will be shared 
through social media on Facebook.
com/wchealthdept and on Twitter @
wchealthdept.

Gaels Second Half Rally Defeats Crusaders

Astorino Launches Keep Healthy Campaign; Club Fit to Participate

Crusaders forward Jordan Tucker secures one of  his seven rebounds in the 
game but the Gaels defense did a good job holding Tucker to 13 points, 
as Iona Prep defeated Stepinac, 53-51 on Friday at Stepinac High School. 
Tucker returned to score 38 points and grab 13 rebounds in the Crusaders 
loss to Bishop Loughlin, 69-63, on Sunday. 

 On Friday the Crusaders led by 10 points at the end of  the first-half  against 
Iona Prep. But after the Crusaders huddle to begin the second half, the Gaels 
rallied to close the gap to one point in the third quarter and held on to beat 
Stepinac, 53-51. 
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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