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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2

Page 13

By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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The Grief Still Palpable 14 Years Later at The Rising 9-11 Ceremony
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The Time Has Come – 
WPBF Adds Another Clock

Referendum to Increase County 
Budget Review Time on Ballot

ART CUSANO PHOTOS

By Beth Wallach
In celebration of the 50th  anniversary 

of its incorporation as an all-volunteer 
organization, the White Plains 
Beautification Foundation has donated a 
14-foot high two-faced street clock to the 
City of White Plains. 

The clock has been installed at the 
intersection of Bloomingdale Road and 
Mamaroneck Avenue amidst a triangular 
garden filled with brightly colored 
flowers. The clock will be dedicated to 
the founders of the foundation during a 
ceremony on Thursday, Sept. 24 at 1:30 
p.m. The public is invited to attend. 

The first clock, similar to the new 

one, was provided by the White Plains 
Beautification Foundation in honor 
of long-time City Historian Renoda 
Hoffman, who was also a board member 
of the foundation. That clock is located in 
Tibbits Park at the intersection of Main 
Street and North Broadway.

A second clock stands prominently 
in front of the Library and close to Dr. 
Martin Luther King Boulevard. It was 
dedicated in memory of the late Mayor 
Richard Hendey. 

In its 50 years, and its years before 
incorporation, the White Plains 
Beautification Foundation has lined 
downtown streets (Mamaroneck 

continued on page 4

By Martin Wilbur
The Board of Legislators last week 

approved a resolution placing a 
countywide referendum on this year’s 
general election ballot, November 3, 
that would require the county executive 
provide lawmakers more time to review 
the following year’s budget.

Approval of the proposition would 
amend the County Charter mandating 
that the capital projects portion of the 
annual budget be released no later than 
Oct. 15 and the operating budget be given 
to the Board of Legislators by Nov. 10. 
Currently, the deadline for submission is 
Nov. 15 for the entire budget.

Board Chairman Michael Kaplowitz 
(D-Somers) said a referendum is needed 
because the charter states that if any 
elected official’s powers are diminished 
it requires voter approval. Giving the 
county executive less time is considered a 
reduction in power.

However, Kaplowitz said the measure 
that was unanimously approved on Sept. 
8 received bipartisan support because all 
officials recognized that more time was 
needed for budget review. Although the 
capital budget typically accounts for $150 
million to $200 million of a $1.8 billion 
budget, it is one of the budget’s most 
critical elements, Kaplowitz said.

continued on page 4
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Ester Dinardo of  White Plains laid a 
memorial wreath with County Executive 
Rob Astorino during Westchester’s 
annual 9-11 remembrance ceremony 
at The Rising memorial, Kensico 
Dam Plaza, Valhalla, Friday evening. 
Ester’s daughter Marisa died during 
the 9-11 attacks at the World Trade 
Center in 2001. Hundreds of  area 
residents joined government officials 
to pay tribute to the lives lost. Several 
relatives of  victims killed in the attacks 
were in attendance. Always in our 
thoughts, the White Plains residents 
who died on September 11, 2001 
are: Sharon Balkcom, Marisa Dinardo, 
Hemanth Kumar Puttur, Joseph R. 
Riverso, Gregory E. Rodriguez and 
Linda Sheehan.
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Report Ranks New York 9th in Total Solar Energy Generation Nationally
New York State ranked 9th nationwide 

for total solar power capacity and 15th 
for per capita solar generation through 
2014, according to a new report by 
Environment New York Research & 
Policy Center released earlier this month 
at a press conference attended by White 
Plains Mayor Thomas Roach, a member 
of the Board of Directors for Sustainable 
Westchester.

Lighting the Way III: The Top States 
That Helped Drive America’s Solar Energy 
Boom in 2014 says that while New York 
has enough sunshine to meet its annual 
electricity needs many times over, it’s 
not its solar potential that has made the 
difference. Instead, the state has outpaced 
sunnier locales like Florida because of 
policies that allow increasing numbers of 
homeowners, businesses, communities 
and utilities to “go solar.”

“With a little bit sunshine and a lot of 
good clean energy policies on the books, 
New York State is lighting the way for 
solar energy,” said Priya Mulgaonkar, 
Campaign Organizer with Environment 
New York. Mulgaonkar further said she 
hoped to commit New York State to to 20 
percent solar energy by 2025

New York maintains its 9th-place 
cumulative solar ranking from last year, 
but, because of its large population, 
missed the Top 10 for per-capita solar 
capacity. However, the state did improve 

slightly, moving up from 16th to 15th in 
the group’s annual ranking of per-capita 
solar power.

Of the top 10 states in the report – 
Hawaii, Arizona, Nevada, California, New 
Jersey, New

Mexico, Vermont, Massachusetts, and 
North Carolina — all have renewable 
energy requirements, and nine, including 

New York, have strong laws to allow solar 
customers to connect to the electricity 
grid and sell back their excess power. 

Environment America reports that 
much of solar’s growth has been due to 
policies like Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s NY-
Sun Initiative, a public-private partnership 
launched in 2012 to expand the state’s 
solar energy market and drive down the 

cost of solar power for New Yorkers.
Solar energy has surged across the 

country in recent years, with capacity 
tripling since 2012. The industry is adding 
jobs much faster than the overall economy, 
employing 7,280 people in New York last 
year and ranking fourth overall in solar 
jobs, according to The Solar Foundation.

While New York has several strong 
clean energy policies on the books, state 
leaders are poised to take support for 
clean energy up another notch. In July, 
Governor Cuomo announced that the 
growth of solar in New York State has 
increased more than 300 percent from 
2011 to 2014, twice the rate of U.S. solar 
growth overall. 

“During the times power is most 
needed, on bright sunny days, solar is at its 
best, producing the most renewable clean 
energy without negatively impacting the 
environment,” said Mayor Roach during 
the press conference announcing the 
new report. “I am proud to see New York 
as leader in policies supporting clean, 
renewable energy.”
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400 Halstead Avenue, Harrison • 914-630-7469
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White Plains Mayor Thomas Roach addresses the importance of  solar energy in New York during a press 
conference held to announce the release of  a report by Environment New York & Policy Center.
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artsw.org

DIDYOUKNOW?

ArtsWestchester’s gallery is free and open 
to the public Tuesdays through Saturdays in 

downtown White Plains.

21st Annual  
Support-A-Walk 

for Breast & Ovarian Cancer 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2015 
 

FDR State Park - Yorktown Heights, NY 

WALK WITH US  ~  DONATE TODAY   
Be part of a community that cares! 

 

www.supportconnection.org 
 

914-962-6402 ~ walk@supportconnection.org 
 

Proceeds fund Support Connection’s 
Free Breast & Ovarian Cancer Support Services 

Bring help & hope to people fighting breast & ovarian cancer! 

Support Connection is a 501 (c) (3)  
not-for-profit organization. 

We do not receive funds from Relay for Life,  
the Avon Walk, Making Strides, Susan G. Komen,  

or any other national cancer organization.

Referendum to Increase County Budget Review Time on Ballot The Time Has Come – WPBF Adds Another Clock
continued from page 1 continued from page 1

He added that getting five extra days 
to review the remainder of the spending 
plan would help.

“Five days doesn’t sound like much 
but in the context of a month and a half, 
getting an extra business week makes this 

an important change,” he said.
Last week’s resolution to schedule 

the referendum was one of a series of 
recommendations proposed by the 
Charter Revision Committee, although 
it had suggested giving the board  

even more time.
The Westchester County Association, 

a leading business group, applauded the 
lawmakers’ willingness to entertain the 
change.

“The Westchester County Association 

has long advocated for additional review 
time for the county budget and feels 
providing additional time is in the best 
interest of the businesses and citizens of 
Westchester County,” President Marissa 
Brett said in a statement.

County legislators (left to right) Sheila Marcotte (R-Eastchester) and Virginia Perez (D-Yonkers) with BOL 
Chairman Michael Kaplowitz (D-Somers).

Avenue and East Post Road) with trees, 
built a gazebo, two fountains, and a 
summerhouse in Tibbits Park, as well as 
providing flowering cherry trees, flower 
gardens, shrubs and trees, and dozens of 
teak benches within the park. 

Tibbits Park extends from The 
Westchester Mall on Westchester Avenue 
to Barker Avenue, separating the north- 
and south-bound roads. Previously a 
common with grazing sheep, it also 
became a dumping ground until the late 
1800’s when a resident named Charles 
Tibbits decided to clean it up. After his 
death, the park was neglected, and years 
later it was time for restoration.    

In addition to the foundation’s 
contributions to Tibbits Park, its gardens 
can be seen throughout the city. In 1970 
the cherry trees within the median of 
Mamaroneck Avenue as it leaves the 
shopping area were planted as memorials 
and in honor of 185 people and one dog – 
Brian Wallach’s first Seeing Eye dog, Fax. 
Brian Wallach was the founder and first 
president of the WPBF. A plaque with all 
the names can be seen in Gillie Park near 
the children’s playground.  

Funds for all projects come from donors. 
No government funding is provided.  The 
foundation’s website is www.wpbf.org

Commemorating 50 years of  incorporation 
as an all-volunteer foundation, White Plains 
beautification Foundation has installed another 
clock at the intersection of  Bloomingdale Road 
and Mamaroneck Avenue. A dedication ceremony 
will be held on September 24 at 1: 30p.m. 

ROLAND BARNES PHOTO
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Tuesday, Sept. 22 is National Voter 
Registration Day. On this one day 
volunteers across the country will engage 
in an all-out effort to register new voters, 
including 18 year olds, new citizens and 
those who have moved since the last 
election.

The League of Women Voters of White 
Plains (LWVWP) and its partners the 
NAACP of White Plains - Greenburgh, 
the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc - Pi 

Omega, the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
the Urban League of Westchester 
and the Head Count organization are 
participating and they are seeking 
volunteers.

On Sept. 22 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
there will be tables in downtown White 
Plains, the Greenburgh Public Library 
and during the morning rush hour at the 
White Plains Metro-North train station, 
where LWVWP will be registering  

new voters.
Volunteers are needed for two-hour 

shifts. 
Interested persons can go to the 

volunteer sign-up Web site at http://bit.
ly/1Wjf0Gg. Enter your name and email 
address and select the time slot that is 
most convenient for you. As National 
Voter Registration Day approaches 
LWVWP will contact you to let you 
know at which site you are needed. (And 

if you want to sign-up for more than one 
slot that’s even better).

Voting is one of our most basic and 
precious of American rights. This 
year’s elections and the 2016 primaries 
underscore the importance of exercising 
that right. The LWVWP is looking 
forward to having you be part of this 
great effort to register new voters and get 
the word out about voting rights. 

Volunteers Sought for National Voter Registration Day Program

White Plains Stepinac Senior to Take Part in Welcoming Pope Francis to NYC

82420159137MNR_Fall_Inbound_Examiner_2_P001.pgs  08.27.2015  18:27    BLACK

A Peace Pole dedication ceremony and 
a student fundraiser to support children 
with cancer are two meaningful ways in 
which Archbishop Stepinac High School, 
White Plains, will celebrate Pope Francis’ 
much anticipated and historic visit to the 
United States

On the day of the pontiff ’s arrival in New 
York City, Sept. 25, Brandon Cabaleiro 
(Class of 2016)  a White Plains resident, 
has the honor of representing Stepinac in 
welcoming the Pope in New York City. 
He is one of a select a group of students 
from throughout the Archdiocese of New 
York who was chosen to share in the 
excitement of greeting the Holy Father.

Stepinac Principal Paul Carty said that 
the school wanted to mark the special 
occasion in ways that would “resonate 
with the Pope’s mission and would be 

in keeping with our tradition as one of 
nation’s 50 top ranked Catholic High 
Schools. We decided that focusing on 
world peace and having our students 
dedicate their generosity toward 
supporting a worthy but timely cause 
perfectly fit the bill,” Carty explained. 

As it turns out, Childhood Cancer 
Awareness Month is being observed at 
the same time as the Pope’s visit. Carty 
noted that the goal of the students is 
to raise $2,000 or more by September 
24 when a check will be presented to 
representatives from Go4theGoal, the 
non-profit organization committed to 
helping children with cancer. 

The check presentation will follow the 
Peace Pole dedication ceremony, which 
will be held on the school grounds. The 
pole, which is a handcrafted monument 

about six feet high, displays the message 
and prayer, May Peace Prevail on Earth. 
Carty said that Stepinac’s Peace Pole 
has that message translated in eight 
languages: English, French, Spanish, 
Italian, Albanian, Chinese, Korean and 
Croatian. Several thousands of Peace 
Poles can be found in 180 countries 
around the world as a reminder of  
the need to visualize and pray for  
world peace.

Stepinac High School Senior Brandon Cabaleiro 
will join a group of  select high school students to 
greet Pope Francis on his visit to New York City, 
Sept. 25th.
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By Martin Wilbur
Four Westchester residents who now 

dedicate themselves to helping save 
lives were recognized last week as part 
of the county’s annual effort to increase 
volunteerism. 

Westchester’s annual 9/11 Serve + 
Remember effort, organized by Volunteer 
New York!, allowed residents to choose 
from a variety of projects last weekend 
in memory of the victims of the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks 14 years ago.

“Each year our efforts are getting bigger 
and bigger, and yet the goal remains the 
same: we come together each year as 
a community to honor the memory of 
those lost on that horrific day 14 years 
ago,” County Executive Rob Astorino 
said at the effort’s White Plains kickoff.

“We do so by replacing grief with 
giving, by letting go of our anger and 
taking action, by restoring love where 
there was once loss. The volunteers that 
join us each year speak to the strength 
that is Westchester County.”

The four honorees told their stories 
outside the County Center to emphasize 
how giving back can improve quality 
of life in communities throughout 
Westchester and save lives.

Speaking at the event were Theresa 
Tippin of Cortlandt, a 10-year member of 

the Mohegan Volunteer Fire Association; 
Howard Romanoff of Armonk, an organ 
transplant recipient and donor advocate; 
and White Plains residents Michael 
Welling, a bone marrow donor advocate, 
and Arthur Bonagura, one of the county’s 
most prolific blood donors. 

Tippin, who has answered well over 

2,000 fire calls during the past decade 
and as many as 280 in one year, said no 
matter how a person chooses to help, 
someone will be positively impacted.

In addition to serving as a firefighter, 
Tippin volunteers at Yorktown’s Love 
in Action, a nonprofit organization that 
assists families who have been stricken 
by unforeseen tragedies. 

“I think it’s just the humanitarian act 
of helping others in what might be the 
worst times in their lives,” Tippin said. 
“To be a support system to them in any 
way is very fulfilling for me.” 

Two of the volunteers were moved 
into action because their life or the life 
of a loved one was saved because of 
anonymous donors.

In 2007, Romanoff was diagnosed with 
Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis, a disease 
that required a double-lung transplant. 
He waited four years, hoping that a match 
would be found before he died. Today, 
he is healthy and active and has become 
an ardent donor advocate, working to 
educate the public of the need to sign up. 

New York ranks last among the 50 
states in percentage of its population that 
have signed up, he said. One donor can 
save up to eight lives.

“Being on the organ donor list is not 
knowing whether you’re waiting for 
a live-saving organ or waiting to die,” 
Romanoff said. “It’s very clear to me 
all the pain, suffering, frustration and 
anxiety of waiting is unnecessary. The 
medical science to eliminate the time 
and cost of waiting is there, the organs 
are not.”

White Plains resident Michael Welling 
and his wife, Susie, were told that their 
son Matthew at six months old would 
need a bone marrow transplant in order 
to survive cancer. A donor was quickly 
found, but doctors told the Wellings that 
their child needed a second transplant. 
A second donor was found. Today, 
Matthew is a healthy nine-year-old who 
just started the fourth grade.

“We are lucky to stand up here today to 
tell Matthew’s story to inspire others to 
get up, volunteer, get involved and make 
a difference of their own,” Welling said.

A wide variety of service projects were 
available for people who wanted to help 
on Sept. 11, said Alisa Kesten, executive 
director of Volunteer New York! Many of 
the projects were to assist veterans, first 
responders and the needy, she said.

“When we hear these people and 
the way they took time to volunteer 
together, each of us stands up once again 
to terrorism, we stand up stronger and 
more resolute,” Kesten said. “It’s just this 
spirit of volunteerism that presented 
itself in the days following 9/11 and that 
helps us restore our faith in humanity to 
each other, and it allows us to begin the 
healing process.”

Astorino stressed that the public 
doesn’t need to wait until the anniversary 
of Sept. 11 to volunteer. Help is needed by 
innumerable organizations throughout 
the year.

For more information about volunteer 
opportunities, call 914-948-4452 or visit 
www.volunteernewyork.org/service.

County Honors Sept. 11 Victims with a Day to Serve + Remember

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Somers Custom Framing 
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County Executive Robert Astorino kicks off  Westchester’s 9/11 Serve + Remember volunteer effort in 
front of  the County Center in White Plains.
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Police Blotter
Westchester County District Attorney’s 
Office

Child Pornography. Michael 
Eisenberg (DOB 5/7/86) of Eastchester, 
was sentenced to an indeterminate term 
of three to six years in state prison after 

pleading guilty 
to one count of 
Promoting an 
Obscene Sexual 
Performance by 
a Child, and one 
count of Possessing 
an Obscene Sexual 
Performance by 
a Child, both 
felonies.

On February 
4, 2015 investigators from the District 
Attorney’s office received a Cyber Tip 
Report from the New York State Internet 
Crimes Against Children (ICAC) task 
force. They traced the computer’s IP 
Address to a location in Westchester 
County where images containing child 
pornography had been downloaded. 
Among the images downloaded were 
prepubescent girls in various stages of 
undress with adult males also not wearing 
any clothing.                      

On February 12, 2015 investigators 
from the Westchester County DA’s office 
along with members of the Eastchester 
Police Department executed a search 
warrant on the defendant’s apartment. 

The following items were recovered:17 
thumb drives containing child 
pornography, the defendant’s current 
cellphone containing child pornography, 
two laptops containing child pornography, 
and three external hard drives of which 
two contained child pornography.

In total over seven thousand images 
were discovered.

Eisenberg was placed under arrest by 
investigators from the District Attorney’s 
Office.

As the defendant has a previous felony 
conviction, his sentence was enhanced 
because of his previous felon status. 

Upon completion of his sentence, 
Eisenberg will have to register as a sex 
offender.

Greenburgh Police Department
Fraud over the Internet. On August 

31 the complainant came into the police 
station to report that he was a victim of 
fraud over the Internet. The victim had 
listed a new pair of Adidas Yeezy sneakers 
on e-bay and accepted the highest bid of 
$1800 from a person calling themselves 
Tony Smith from Miami, Florida. The 
method of payment was set up for Pay Pal 
and the victim received an email of a fake 
screen showing that the $1800 had been 
posted and the purchaser was waiting for 
confirmation of the shipment. The victim 
sent the sneakers via UPS and tracked the 
package, which was received and signed 
for. Nothing further at this time.

Aggravated Harassment. On August 
31, the complainant went to police 
headquarters to report that she was 
being harassed by a former friend. The 
friend had fallen on hard times and was 
getting evicted from his apartment and 
had no choice but to drop off his cat at 
the Yonkers Animal Shelter. The shelter 
reported that they would house the cat 
for a maxim of 10 days, after that the cat 
would be put up for adoption. The animal 
shelter made several attempts to contact 
the pet owner, but were unable to. The 
cat was therefore, put up for adoption 
and adopted by an unknown family. The 
former friend/pet owner has made made 
several phone calls to the complainant 
demanding his cat back. The reason the 
pet owner is under the impression that 
she has the cat is because the animal 
shelter mistakenly informed him that she 
had the cat. The former friend/pet owner 
has shown up at the complainant’s place 
of work and spoke to the head of security 
in reference to his cat. The complainant 
told him several times she does not have 
his cat and requested he not contact her 
anymore, but he has persisted, causing 
annoyance and alarm. A message was 
left on the former friend/pet owner’s cell 
phone to immediately cease any form of 
communication with the complainant in 
the future.

Stolen Vehicle. On September 2, 
police responded to Scarsdale Ford for 
a report of a stolen motor vehicle. The 
complainant reports he was notified by 
an employee that there was glass on the 
ground in the back of the parking lot and 
the chain for the lot was cut and put back 
on the fence. Upon checking inventory, 
the complainant noticed a pickup truck 
was missing. There are no working video 
cameras in the area of the incident.

Suspicious Incidents. On September 
3 the complainant told police that she 
believes an unknown party has been 
entering her apartment when she is not 
home and using her vehicle during the 
overnights. She also reports that someone 
has been using her coffee maker, and she is 
missing her contacts and glasses from her 
apartment. The complainant states that 
she has been keeping track of her mileage 
on her vehicle and there is additional 
mileage when she returns to her vehicle 
in the mornings. The reporting officer 
spoke with the super of the buildings 
who said the complainant did request 
to change the lock on her door but that 
he had no reason to because he doesn’t 
believe the claims. The super further said 
that the complainant becomes “paranoid” 
after she receives chemotherapy for  
her cancer. The reporting officer has 
asked the complainant’s daughter to 
contact headquarters. Nothing further at 
this time.

Michael Eisenberg
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
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Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
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Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
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GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
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YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
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225 VETERANS ROAD
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URGENT CARE:
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Esther Labra
Esther Yolanda Labra, of White Plains, 

died September 13 at the age of 87. She 
was born December 24, 1927 in Cuba to 
the late Francisco and Felina Alvarez. 

Yolanda is survived by her children 
Yolanda (Peter) Pisacreta of White Plains 
and Ed (Denise) Labra of Atlanta, Ga., 
her brother Orlando Alvarez and sister 
Amparo Saiz, both of Houston, Texas. 
Also surviving are her grandchildren; 
Amanda and Robert Labra, Anthony 
Sanchez, Andrea Rosa and Gabriella 
Pisacreta and her great grandchildren; 
Daria, Kiara, Leo and Logan Rosa and 
Joe and Kyle Washburn. Yolanda was 
predeceased by her husband Raimundo 
Labra in 1966 and her brother Francisco 
Alvarez in 2014.

Theodora Muratore
Theodora D. Muratore, of White Plains, 

passed away on September 6. She was 94. 
Theodara was born on December 15, 1920 

to Pasquale and Raffaella (Cornacchio) 
Visconti. She was one of nine children.

She married her wonderful husband 
Nicholas P Muratore on June 6, 1948. He 
predeceased her November 1985.

She gave so freely of herself, whatever 
the need or task in a most loving and 
humble spirit. She was a loving daughter, 
wife, mother, sister, mother-in-law, 
grandmother, aunt, and friend, and 
caretaker. She will be missed by all who 
knew her.

Theodora is survived by one daughter, 
Patrice Michel and her husband Russell of 
White Plains, one brother Albert (Sonny) 
Visconti, and one sister Alice Russolese, 
a daughter-in-law Catherine Muratore, 
There are four cherished grandchildren, 
Russell Michel, Rachel Hopkins and 
husband Andrew, Steven Muratore and 
wife Marisa, and Michael Muratore. Also 
surviving are two great-grandchildren, 
Samantha Muratore, and Nicole 
Muratore. Theodora was predeceased 

by two children Anthony and Barbara 
Muratore, three brothers, Rocco, Joseph, 
and Pasquale Visconti, and three sisters 
Mary Visconti, Ann Caperna, and 
Elizabeth Marsalisi.

Letters Policy

Obituaries

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 

editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 

editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com.  

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide 

their name, address and contact 
information. 

The Ethical Culture Society of 
Westchester has hired Alexandra (Ali) 
Weisman McDowell as director of Ethical 
Education. Ms. McDowell is an educator 

with a master’s 
degree from Bank 
Street College of 
Education.  The 
Ethical Society is 
located at 7 Saxon 
Wood Road in 
White Plains, 
adjacent to the 
Saxon Woods Pool 

and just north of Hutch Exit 23N. Its 
website is www.ethicalsocietywestchester.
org.

ArtsWestchester has appointed 
Susan Abbott as its Associate Director 
of Programs. Abbott comes to 
ArtsWestchester with extensive experience 
in nonprofit management. Her role will 
include overseeing all activities related 
to grants management, as well as cultural 
affiliate relations, including collaborative 
and professional development projects.

Most recently, Abbott served as 
Business Manager for the Institute for 
Social and Economic Research and 
Policy at Columbia University, where 
she assisted faculty and students with 
government and private foundation grant 
applications and oversaw issues related 
to budgets, contracts and grants. Abbott 
served six years as 
Managing Director of 
Boomerang Theatre 
Company; she 
worked closely with 
the Juilliard School’s 
Drama, Dance and 
Opera divisions; and 
she holds an MFA 
in Performing Arts Management from 
Brooklyn College. ArtsWestchester is 

located at 31 Mamaroneck Avenue, White 
Plains; www.artswestchester.org.

  Archbishop Stepinac High School 
has named Rev. Timothy Wiggins as 
Chaplain. A native of Port Chester, 
Father Tim’s journey to the Catholic 
priesthood began several years after he 
graduated from Port Chester High School 
in 1982. First, he obtained a Business 
Administration Bachelor’s Degree in 
Hotel Restaurant Management from 
Denver University and then for nearly the 
next 10 years, he worked for several food 
service companies including the Marriott 
Corporation. During this period, he also 
worked as a cook for the priests who 

resided at Our 
Lady of Mercy to 
help pay off his 
college debt. It 
was at this parish 
that he answered 
“the Call” to the 
priesthood. A 
former Methodist 
who converted to 
Catholicism, he 

began his pre-theological studies at the 
Newman Residence in Riverdale. Four 
years later, he received a Master’s Degree 
in Divinity from St. Joseph's Seminary, 
Yonkers and was ordained on May 18, 
2002 at St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York 
City. His first pastoral assignment was 
Associate Pastor at St. Peter's, Monticello, 
followed by a 10-year tenure as Associate 
Pastor at St. John the Evangelist, White 
Plains. More recently, Father Tim served 
as Administrator of Our Lady of Mercy. 
Archbishop Stepinac High School is 
located at 950 Mamaroneck Avenue, 
White Plains; www.stepinac.org.

Greenburgh Nature Center, has 
announced the recent hires of Michelle 
Brier as Director of Strategic Development 

and Rachel Becker as Sustainability 
Coordinator and Educator.  

Brier was most recently Director of 
Marketing and Communications at 
Guiding Eyes.  Prior to that role, she 
served as Manager of Fundraising for the 
Foundation of the Blind in New Zealand.  
She is a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Katonah Bedford Hills Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps where she is also an 
Emergency Medical Technician

In her new role, Brier will look to expand 
GNC’s marketing and development efforts 
to raise awareness of the Center’s mission 
and obtain new sources of funding.

Rachel Becker has extensive experience 
in sustainable practices such as waste 
reduction, composting, recycling, green 
infrastructure and local agriculture. 
Becker will focus on the facilitation 
of eco-friendly operations, programs, 
parties, events, and sustainability 
partnerships in the local community. She 
will also provide training and technical 
assistance on environmental best practices 
to Westchester residents, schools, 
community organizations, municipalities 
and corporations.

Prior to her role at the Nature Center, 
Becker was a Farm Educator with The 
Queens County Farm Museum and a 
Compost Coordinator with GrowNY.

Greenburgh Nature Center is located 
at 99 Dromore Road, Scarsdale; www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Ali Weisman

Susan Abbott

Rev. Tim Wiggins

Michelle Brier and Rachel Becker
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When it came time for my friend Abby 
to have a tankless water heater installed, 
she got the distinct feeling that it made 
a difference that she was a woman when 
dealing with both the manufacturer and 
the installer.  

“I felt that I was being treated differently 
in both cases because I was asking 
questions, and the men I was dealing with 
were wondering why I should have to 
know,” she said.

In the first instance, dealing with the 
system’s manufacturer, Abby said “I wanted 
to learn about the system because it was a 
gas unit that was going to be installed in 
my attic and I had concerns about how 
the flame would be protected from that 
environment. I had to go through three 
people to get answers to a simple question. 

“Then, when it came time to have the 
system installed, I had to deal with a 
gas company that wanted to plant a big 
60-gallon propane tank right at my front 
door, which aesthetically would have been 
a disaster, an affront to my sensibilities,” 
she said. 

“I had to stand my ground and insist 
that they come up with another solution. 
They just had to know that they were not 
dealing with a hysterical female, but rather 
someone who has been a homeowner for 
20 years, who knows how things work and 
wasn’t going to take ‘Don’t worry about it’ 
for an answer.”

Are women treated differently as a rule? 
As in all things, it would seem to depend 

on the individuals involved. 
Others argue that it’s an 
advantage to be a woman 
when it comes to contracting 
for home improvements, but 
from a different perspective, 
that of the contractor.   

Mary and Robert Sniffen, 
proprietors of Miracle Home 
Improvements in Croton-
on-Hudson, contend that 
it’s women who are typically 
the decision makers on 
these matters. 

“It’s Mary who goes out 
to discuss the jobs and 
sign the contracts because 
we have found that it’s the 
woman who makes the final 
decisions, and she relates 
better to another woman,” 
Robert Sniffen said.

Then again, it may be easier dealing 
with contractors as a single woman than 
as a woman who is part of a couple. 
Interestingly, there have been complaints 
lodged on Angie’s List from women who 
say that contractors have refused to come 
to give estimates on jobs unless their 
husbands are also present.  

An Angie’s List subscriber from Tucson, 
Ariz. took offense when she called a 
contractor for an estimate to get work 
done on a house she and her husband 
had recently purchased. She said that 
the company called the day before the 

appointment to make sure 
both she and her husband 
would be at the estimate, and 
then canceled the appointment 
when she indicated that only 
she would be present.

“They were more than happy 
to talk to me over the phone, 
but refused to come and do a 
detailed estimate without my 
husband present,” she said.

The company’s office 
manager responded that 
this indeed reflects the 
company’s policy. However, it 
is not discriminatory toward 
women, but helps avoid future 
problems.

“We find it’s more time 
efficient and fuel efficient to get 
everybody at the presentation 
the first time,” the manager 

said. “We ask for both homeowners 
to be present because we have to have 
permission from anybody listed on the 
deed to make changes to the home. We run 
into a lot of different questions during the 
presentation, and we’ve found that most 
people want their spouse to be involved in 
those decisions.”

Scott Siegal, president of Certified 
Contractors Network, which provides 
sales and management training to 350 
contractors nationwide, said he advises 
service providers to meet one or both 
homeowners at the initial estimate, then 

asks that both homeowners be present for 
the second meeting where specifics will be 
discussed.

“That way everyone is clear about 
what will take place and when,” he said. 
“We found that the most dissatisfaction 
comes from a missed communication or 
an unrealized expectation on the job, and 
that’s usually a result of not everybody 
being involved in the buying process. It’s 
a whole lot easier if everybody’s on the  
same page.”

Interestingly, statistics show that 
contractors will be dealing more with 
single female homeowners than male 
homeowners. Today, more women (15.5 
million) than men (11.8 million) live 
alone. Among these, women were more 
likely than men to own their own homes 
(56 percent to 47 percent).

If you happen to be a woman 
homeowner, single or otherwise, looking 
for a woman contractor to discuss a job at 
hand, you can call Mary Sniffen of Miracle 
Home Improvements at 914-271-9119.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com). His real estate site is www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and his blog is 
www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage the 
services of The Home Guru to market your 
home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

Are Women Treated Differently By Home Contractors?
December 30, 2014 - January 5, 2015 The Examiner14

Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.
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The best Metro-North app 
just got even better
Packed with powerful new features, Train Time® is still the only 
Metro-North app you’ll ever need.

Our free Metro-North Train Time® app already makes finding 
up-to-the-minute departure and arrival times, service alerts and 
fare information easy. Upgrade to the newest version of the app 
now, and you’ll also be able to:
• Explore larger maps
• Reverse your favorite trips
• Access a wealth of information about Grand Central Terminal, 
 including deals from shops and restaurants, upcoming events, 
 a directory map, secrets and hidden gems, and more!

Download it now for free on iPhone® or AndroidTM, or visit 
mta.info for all the details.

TM

MTA Metro-North

© 2015 Metropolitan Transportation Authority
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Celebrate a Legacy Occasion With a Legacy Wine
Many of us have 

helped mark a 
special occasion 
with fine wine. 
What better way to 
celebrate and honor 
a spouse, child, 
family relative or 

friend than a gift that 
can be shared by all. 

The clinking of glasses filled with the 
libations of a painstakingly selected 
bottle of wine symbolizes the comradery, 
the close bond, the emotional connection 
we feel as we congregate around the 
dinner table in the midst of a group of 
like-minded revelers.

I’ve always felt that this aspect of 
enjoying wine with family and friends 
is more fully enjoyed with planning 
and forethought. I typically purchase a 
special bottle of wine for these occasions. 

One aspect of celebrating special 
occasions never entered my mind until 
recently. Why not commemorate a 
milestone with a bottle of wine from the 
birth-year of a child or the marriage-
year of a relative? It wasn’t until our 
first grandchild was born that I began 
to think of purchasing legacy wines, or 
memory wines, as I’ve come to refer to 
them. 

A memory wine is a wine harvested in 
the year of the birth of someone special, 
purchased at, or soon after, release and 

then stored away (by the bestower or the 
recipient) until that date in the future 
when the recipient attains a landmark. 
It might be the future commemoration 
of the 21st birthday of a family member, 
a 25th or 50th wedding anniversary of 
close ones or an auspicious occasion that 
has a special connotation.

But which wine will 
symbolize the importance 
of attaining a life-
status, will memorialize 
the generosity and 
forethought of a relative, 
decades hence?

Here are my thoughts 
from my extensive 
research and ultimate 
purchases for my grandchildren.

1. Select age-worthy wines. Most 
wines are produced to be consumed 
within a few years of harvest. I sought 
out wines that were built to last; wines 
produced in such a manner to improve 
in taste and character as they aged over 
a 20- to 30-year continuum. A number 
of wines are noteworthy for their ability 
to age: French Bordeaux and Burgundy 
wines are considered the premier aging 
wines, along with select Napa Valley 
Cabernets and Italian Barolos. As one 
might expect, these wines command a 
premium price. While it is not critical to 
invest several hundred dollars in a single 
bottle of First Growth Bordeaux or 

Grand Cru Burgundy (which translates 
into a significant investment for a case), 
most age-worthy wines are priced in 
excess of $75. 

2. Consider the quality of the 
vintage year. In highly rated years, 
prices rise; you may have to seek out a 

lesser – but excellent 
– wine to match your 
price affordability range. 
In less regarded years, 
you can invest in the 
highly desirable labels at 
a lesser cost.        

3. How many bottles? 
It’s difficult to celebrate 
with a single bottle. If 
your budget permits, a 

six-pack or a case is preferable. A case 
is the gift that keeps on giving year after 
year of lasting memories.

4. Here’s the rub: Investing in age-
worthy wines requires age-worthy 
storage. The top of the fridge or the 
back of a closet are grossly inadequate. 
If you don’t have the benefit of owning a 
climate-controlled wine cellar, consider 
a certified, bonded storage service. 
There are a number in our area that are 
reliable and not prohibitively expensive.

So, what have I selected for my 
memory wines for my grandchildren? 
The safest choice would have been a 
highly regarded Bordeaux. Resisting this 
temptation, I ultimately decided that 

I should be patriotic and pass on that 
fervor to my grandchildren. 

Although there aren’t many American 
wines that compare favorably to high-end 
French wines, I narrowed my selection 
to three Napa wines and then chose one 
of my all-time favorites: Joseph Phelps 
Insignia Cabernet Sauvignon blend. 
Several cases of several vintages are 
now resting comfortably in my climate-
controlled wine cellar.   

Memory wines can be the perfect 
legacy gift. If you’re so inclined, don’t 
procrastinate. Fine wines not only 
improve with age, but their prices 
increase commensurately. Buy now. You 
will guarantee your legacy with family 
and friends.    

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident.  For over 20 years 
he has conducted  wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com 
or on Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio
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Ardsley Diner Opens With International Dishes on the Menu

Westchester’s Most Delicious Dishes: Galletto Alla Griglia at Il Sorriso 

By Jerry Eimbinder 
Billy Michialis and longtime friend 

Spiros Argyros opened the Ardsley Diner 
last month with a strong representation 
of international dishes on the menu. 
Most of the listed items are homemade, 
including the tiramisu, and many dishes 
are versions of Mexican, Mediterranean, 
Greek, Spanish and Italian fare.

Michialis said he and Argyros were 
motivated to open a diner because Ardsley 
didn’t have one; otherwise, they probably 
would have opted to start a different type 
of restaurant.

Some of the dishes that are available 
now or coming soon do not represent 
traditional diner offerings. For example, 
there is sautéed calf ’s liver topped with 
bacon and onions and drizzled with 
balsamic reduction ($15.95), rack of lamb 
and old-fashioned beef stew. 

All paninis are priced at $10.95 and 
come with French fries or a fresh mixed 
green salad. Chicken kabob ($18.95), 
beef kabob ($21.95) and shrimp kabob 
($21.95) are served with rice and a choice 
of soup or salad. Mexican dishes include 
quesadillas, burritos and tacos.   

Michialis and Argyros first met when 
both were young waiters beginning 
careers in the restaurant business. In 
designing the interior of the Ardsley 
Diner, the two owners employed lots of 
color, bright attractive tiles and wall art 
with a 1950’s motif. The renovation took 

three months and nearly everything was 
replaced except for a gleaming wood-slat 
floor, which was new.

As is common with diners, a 
strategically placed pastry showcase 
catches the attention of customers in the 
entrance area.

“Two very popular items on the menu 
are lamb and beef gyro and spinach pie; 
both are homemade,” Michialis said. 

He said the chef, Dino Katechis, uses a 
50-year-old recipe for the gyro. Branzino 
is also quite popular but is offered only as 
a special at lunch and dinner.

The Valisis gyro platter with a Greek 
salad and French fries and the spinach pie 
with a Greek salad are priced at $12.95.

More non-menu specials will be 
introduced about a month from now, 
Michialis added.

The breakfast menu is extensive and 
impressive; it offers almost endless choices 

of three-egg omelets that can be further 
customized by a multitude of additional 
ingredients. Bargain breakfast deals are 
available from 6 to 10 a.m. and include 
two eggs any style with home fries and 
coffee ($5.75) and buttermilk pancakes 
or old-fashioned French toast and coffee 
($6.95).

The burger list is lengthy too. Nineteen 
different half-pounders range in price 
from $6.95 to $9.95 and come with cole 
slaw and pickle. Add $3 to include French 
fries, lettuce and tomato.

Twenty salads are on the menu, priced 
from $8.95 for a Caesar Salad to $19.95 for 
grilled shrimp wrapped with bacon over 
Romaine lettuce hearts and topped with 
avocado, corn, tomato and cucumbers.

From the selection of fish, Michialis 
said his favorites are filet of sole topped 
with white wine and lemon sauce and 

grilled salmon topped with 
lemon dill sauce (each priced 
at $21.95).

Beverages include lots of 
smoothies, fresh-squeezed 
orange juice and cappuccino.

All items on the kid’s menu 
cost $7.95 and the selections 
include chicken fingers, 
meatballs and spaghetti and 
macaroni and cheese. A 
beverage is included.

Michialis also owns Bellas 
in Tarrytown, which he 
purchased in May 2012. He 

is a third-generation restaurateur; his 
grandfather founded Roxy’s Coffee Shop 
in the Bronx and Michialis worked at his 
father’s Bagel Chateau at East 59th Street 
and Third Avenue in Manhattan.

The interior look is impressive, 
containing green-leatherback chairs, 
tangerine-leatherback counter stools, 
black marble-top tables, colorful tiled 
pillars and a large tile wall. There is 
plenty of space between tables. One of 
the murals offers likenesses of Marilyn 
Monroe, Humphrey Bogart, Elvis Presley 
and James Dean.

The Ardsley Diner is open seven days a 
week from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. It has 70 seats 
and will have 20 more outside on the patio 
when weather permits next spring. It is 
located at 731 Saw Mill River Rd. in Ardsley 
(close to Heatherdell Road). Parking is free.

The Ardsley Diner is located at 731 Saw Mill River 
Road.

The colorful and brightly lit interior at the Ardsley Diner.

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTOS

By Jerry Eimbinder
The kitchen at William Winstanley’s Il 

Sorriso Ristorante Italiano in Irvington 
blends fresh flavors with extraordinary 
skill. A delectable example is Galletto 
Alla Griglia – grilled free-range chicken 
(deboned except for the leg). 

This entrée is topped with a generous 
mound of caramelized onions over 
broccoli rabe and the chicken is 
surrounded by tasty Cannellini beans 
immersed in a port wine reduction ($24). 

I’m not ordinarily a big fan of broccoli 
rabe but you will love its texture and taste 
in this classic Il Sorriso dish. 

If planning to order Galletto Alla Griglia, 
come hungry; large portion of tender 
chicken with delightful accompaniments 
awaits you.

Another flavorful entrée to try, if pasta 
instead of chicken is one of your favorite 
foods, is a delicious linguine dish that 
comes with shrimp, clams, roasted red 
pepper and asparagus in a garlic and oil 
sauce ($19).

Also very popular, and deservedly so, 
is the Ossobuco D’Agnello, an impressive 
plateful of tender, braised lamb shank in a 

Barolo red wine sauce ($28).
Once you are seated, an addicting 

roasted red onion dip is brought to your 
table with crispy Italian bread.    

My favorite salad at Il Sorriso – the 
name translates to “the smile” – is a simple 
but very pleasing combination of arugula, 
pear, gorgonzola and walnuts in a honey 
balsamic dressing ($9.50). 

Il Sorriso has a Happy Hour called 
“Weekly Wine Down.” At the bar and 
lounge area, a glass of red or white wine 

costs $5 from 5 to 8 p.m. and a number 
small plates are offered and priced at only 
$5. This is available Wednesday through 
Friday.

The restaurant seats more than 100 
people in a windowed dining room 
and accommodates about 30 on a fully 
secluded patio, weather permitting. 

Shade-providing umbrellas and flower 
pots adorn the patio, which provides 
a view of the Hudson River. The wine 
cellar has room for 16  and the back of 
the restaurant can be  partitioned off for 
private parties.   

Il Sorriso is located at 5 Buckhout 
St. in Irvington (at the corner of Main 
Street). Street parking is not metered. The 
restaurant is one short block from the 
town’s Metro-North train station. For more 
information, call 914-591-2525.

 Il Sorriso is located at the northwest corner of  
Main Street and Buckhout Street in Irvington.  

Linguine with shrimp, clams, roasted red pepper 
and asparagus in a garlic and oil sauce at Il 
Sorriso. 

Galletto Alla Griglia (grilled free-range chicken) 
at Il Sorriso.
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 091515

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878

or e-mail classifieds@the 
examinernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for  

the next week’s publication

ADOPTION
ADOPT: A lifetime of love, laughter, and 
all the best life has to offer. Happy family 
and secure home. Expenses paid. Lorraine 
and Danny 866-997-7171 www.wish4a-
baby.info

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges - FALL Blowout Sale 6ft 
Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Instal-
lation/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HELP WANTED
SECURITY COMPANY LOOKING 
FOR GUARDS to work part time which 
can lead intofull time!!!! Applicants must 
be MATURE,RESPONSIBLE and RE-
LIABLE! Security guard license a must! 
driver license a plus! The right candidate 
must to be able to travel. If candidate is 
willing to travel more hours will be given.
Willing to compensate for travel time 
both to and from location. WEEKENDS 
A MUST! Open availability is ideal. Please 
give us a call at 718-544-3949 Mon-Fri 
9:30am-4pm and on weekends at 631-
979-7000!!!!!  Our office is located at: 70-
20 Austin St suite 129 Forest Hills, NY, 
11375 Take the E or F train and get off at 
71st ave Forest Hills (right next to EXO 
CAFE )

Stanley Home Products/Fuller Brush 
Representatives Needed. Start your own 
Home Based Business. Earn extra money 
servicing people in your area. Little or no
investment. 914-664-1515 / 716-492-1786
rubyjfig@aol.com

RECRUITING EMPLOYEES FROM A 
LARGER MARKET? Reach more than 6 
million potential candidates across New 
York with a 25 word ad for just $495. Even 
less for smaller coverage areas. Call 518-
464-6483 to speak with a Recruitment 
Specialist now.

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

HOME IMPROVEMENT
If they tell you it canít be done, then you 
havenít called the right one!!! Call Wood-
ford Bros. 315-696-8971!!! FOUNDA-
TION REPAIR Jacking, Straightening, 

Leveling, www.woodfordbros.com

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

LAND FOR SALE
LENDER SAYS SELL! 5 acres -$14,900 
Cooperstown Region! Hardwoods, apple 
trees, beautiful setting! Low taxes, gíteed 
buildable! Wonít last! Call 888-476-4569

LENDER ORDERED LAND SELL OFF! 
20 TRACTS! 5 COUNTIES! 5 TO 144 
ACRES FROM $8,900! Lakes, streams, 
State Land, cabins, views! Gíteed build-
able! Terms avail! Call 888-905-8847 or 
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

ADIRONDACK HUNTING & TIMBER 
TRACTS 111 ACRES LAKE ACCESS 
-$195,000 144 ACRES TROPHY DEER 
- $249,900 131 ACRES LAKEFRONT  
$349,900 3 hours NY City! Survey, yr 
round road, gíteed buildable! Financing 
avail! 888-701-7509 WoodworthLakePre-
serve.com

SO. ADIRONDACK LAKEFRONT 
PROPERTIES! 50 ACRES 3 CABINS 
-$199,900 51 ACRES LODGE- $399,900 
Less than 3 hours NY City and 40 mins 
from Albany! Call 888-479-3394 or tour at
WoodworthLakePreserve.com

LEGALS
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF JOUR-
NEY SUPPORT PRACTICES LLC, 
ARTS OF ORG. filed with Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 8/13/2015. Office in 
Westchester County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it  may be served, SSNY 
shall mail process to: 222 Bloomingdale 
Rd, Ste 116, White Plains, NY 10605.  
Purpose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION THE DI-
VINE ACRES, LLC Notice of Formation 
of THE DIVINE ACRES, LLC, a domestic 
Limited Liability Company (“LLC”).  Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with the Secre-
tary of State of NY on July 20, 2015.  NY 
office location: WESTCHESTER County.  
Secretary of State is designated as agent 
upon whom process against the LLC 
may be served.  Secretary of State shall 
mail a copy of any process against the 
LLC served upon him/her to The Divine 
Acres, LLC, 1 John Brown, Katonah, NY 
10536.  Purpose: To engage in any lawful 
act or activity.  ERIKA SELLAR RYAN, 
ESQ., Kelly & Sellar Ryan PLLC, 4 Fisher 
Street, Greenwich, NY 12834

NOTICE OF KAJ DESIGNS LLC 
filed with Sect’y of NYS (SSNY) on 
6/29/2015 Office of UNITED State Cor-
poration Agents,Inc. 7014 13th Ave.,STE. 
202,Brooklyn NY 11228, designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
may be served SSNY shall mail process 
to US Corp. Agents,Inc. 7014 13th Ave., 
STE.202, Brooklyn NY 11228

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF CHEF 
TBD CONSULTING, LLC ARTS. of 
Org.  filed with SSNY on 06/16/15. Office 
location: Westchester County. U.S. Corp. 
Agents, Inc. designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to U.S. Corp. Agents, 
Inc., 7014 13th Ave, Suite 202, Brooklyn, 
NY  11228. Purpose: any lawful act or 
activity

LEGAL NOTICE Notice of Forma-
tion of The Ready Network LLC filed 
with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/11/2015. Office Location: West-
chester County. SSNY is the designated 
agent upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 15 
Winslow Rd, White Plains, NY 10606. 
Purpose: any lawful act. 

Notice of Formation of DStrength LLC, 
Arts of Org. filed with Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 8/26/2015. Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 234 Bedford Rd. Unit #4, 
Pleasantville, NY 10570. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Adler & Adler, 
LLP. Arts of Org filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 5/18/2015. Office loca-
tion: WESTCHESTER County. SSNY des-
ignated agent upon whom process may 
be served and shall mail copy of process 
against LLP to principal business address: 
800 Westchster Avenue, Suite N-641, Rye 
Brook, NY 10573. Purpose: any lawful act. 
0000032823 w.o.

MAUSOLEUM FOR SALE
GARDEN MAUSOLEUM.  Heritage 
section.  Located at Rose Hills Memorial 
Park.  Selling well below market price at 
$12,500.  Serious inquiries only.  CALL 
SYLVIA AT (718) 465-8655

MISCELLANEOUS
WANTED: ANY WITNESSES TO A 
PHYSICAL ALTERCATION that oc-
curred outside of the front entrance of the 
Westlake High School in Thornwood, NY 
on April 17, 2015 around 10:45-11:00 am. 
Reward for any witness willing to come 
forward and provide veritable supportive 
deposition. Please call: (914) 494-2220

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-

mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
HAMLET OF CARMEL SINGLE FAM-
ILY DREAM  HOME 3 bed  2 1/2bath  W/ 
additional office room,  immaculate, for-
mal dining room, 2 car attached garage, 
central A/C, fireplace,  17’X40’ Heated in 
ground pool, entertainers dream on level 
lot w/scenic views, minutes from town, 
I84, schools, bike path, shops, commut-
er’s paradise, don’t miss! MLS #4420425. 
Monica Marsich (845) 216-4014. Licensed 
Real Estate Salesperson. Briante Realty 
Group, LLC.

HAVE A VACATION HOME OR 
UNIQUE PROPERTY FOR SALE OR 
RENT? Promote it to more than 6 million 
readers statewide with a 25 word ad for 
just $495. Even less for smaller coverage 
areas. Call 518- 464-6483 to speak with a 
Real Estate Specialist now.

TUTORING
NEED A TUTOR? Ph.D. Provides Out-
standing Tutoring in Math, English, His-
tory, SAT, ACT, GRE, GMAT, Regents. All 
levels. Critical thinking, study skills, strat-
egies taught. Call Dr. Liss. 914-243-1713

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-638-
2102. Online reservations: www.holiday.
com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call Jenni Today! 800-413-3479 
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Sept. 15
Tuesdays at Dorry’s  gathers  “conversa-
tion partners” weekly for informal table 
talk. This week Michael Hackett will facil-
itate a conversation about the upcoming 
presidential election. There is no charge. 
Just come and order your food from Syl-
via and enjoy the discussion and the com-
pany. Please join us. No reservations are 
needed. 6 to 7 p.m. Food ordering starts at 
5:30 p.m. Dorry’s Diner, 468 Mamaroneck 
Avenue, White Plains; 914-682-0005.

Wednesday, Sept. 16
White Plains Outdoor Market. Fresh 

food and produce from local farmers, plus 
specialty items; 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Court 
Street between Martine Avenue and Main 
Street, White Plains

TILI Shed. Take It or Leave It recycling 
at Gedney Yard, 87 Gedney Way, White 
Plains; 2 to 4p.m.

Noonday Concert.  Grace Church, 
in partnership with the City of White 
Plains Recreation and Parks Department, 
presents Heritage Brass: A brass ensemble 
comprised of five former and current 
members of the U.S. Military Academy 
Band. This special concert will be held 

at 12:10 p.m.  and will mark the start 
of 28th  season of Downtown Music at 
Grace. The Heritage Brass concert will 
take place  in the new park plaza located 
adjacent to Grace Church at Main Street 
and Mamaroneck Avenue. In the event of 
rain, the concert will be held inside Grace 
Church. This event is free and open to the 
public.

Crossing the Bridge: Art as a Vehicle 
for Social Justice. The Ghana ThinkTank 
collective (Christopher Robbins and 
Maria del Carmen Montoya) will discuss 
ways in which art can function as a 
vehicle for social justice. Citing examples 
from their own explorations, particularly 
between immigrants and anti-immigrant 
factions on the U.S.-Mexico border, 
Robbins and Montoya also will make 
connections to the work of Mexican artist 
Teresa Margolles. Neuberger Museum of 
Art, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 
12:30 p.m. General admission: $10. 
Purchase College students, staff, faculty 
museum Art Circle Level Members: 
Free. Info: 914-251-6100 or visit www.
neuberger.org.

Thursday, Sept. 17
Taconic Opera Gala: Opera Goes 

Insane. Featuring the company’s 
professional lead singers performing 
“mad scenes” from famous operas while 
guests dine. An entertaining and upbeat 
way to support the continuation of 
live, professional opera in Westchester. 
ArtsWestchester, 31 Mamaroneck Ave., 
White Plains. 7 p.m.  $150, $200 and 

$250 (partially tax deductible). Discounts 
available for groups of two or more and 
tables for eight. Info and reservations: 
1-855-886-7372 or visit http://www.
taconicopera.org.

Friday, Sept. 18
Corks & Forks. The Woman’s Club of 

White Plains Foundation will hold its 
annual fall fund raiser Corks & Forks at 
the CV Rich Mansion in White Plains. 
The event features tastings of signature 
dishes from many local restaurants as well 
as wines and beer from area merchants. 
This year’s specialties will range from 
appetizers to main courses to desserts 
and will feature a wide range of cuisines 
including  American, Asian, Indian and 
Portuguese. As in past years, proceeds 
from the event will benefit a local charity 
and this year’s beneficiary will be El Centro 
Hispano. Reserved and open seating are 
available and there will be a silent auction 
and raffle the night of the event. Tickets 
can be purchased on the website  www.
womansclubofwhiteplains.org.

“The Mountain Music Project: A 
Musical Odyssey from Appalachia to 
Himalaya.”   A unique film that follows 
the journey of two traditional musicians 
from their roots in the hills of Virginia to 
the mountains of rural Nepal, where they 
explore the extraordinary connections 
between Appalachian and Himalayan folk 
music and culture, particularly with the 
traditional musicians of the Gandharba 
caste. Followed by a live concert of fiddle- 
based music of Nepal and Appalachia. 

ArtsWestchester, 31 Mamaroneck Ave., 
White Plains. 7:30 to 10 p.m. $20. Info 
and tickets: 914-428-4220 ext. 330 or visit 
www.artswestchester.org/folkarts.

Saturday, Sept. 19
TILI Shed. Take It or Leave It recycling 

at Gedney Yard, 87 Gedney Way, White 
Plains; 9 a.m. to noon.

Southern Westchester Music Festival. 
A day of music, food and family fun 
and activities. Featuring Felx Cavaliere’s 
Rascals, Marc Cohn, David Johnansen, 
Steve Forbert and many other artists. A 
portion of the proceeds to benefit Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital. Harbor Island 
Park, Mamaroneck. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. $48. 
Children (under 12): Free. Info: Visit 
www.sowemusicfestival.com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join guided 
trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat to help melt 
through the late winter ice. Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
11:30 a.m. Free. Every Saturday and 
Sunday Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Sunday, Sept. 20
Fairy Houses. Children can use their 

imaginations by creating fairy houses 
out of natural objects. Cranberry Lake 
Preserve, Old Orchard Street, North 
White Plains. 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-428-1005.

Saturday, Sept. 19th
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefits you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
 

Trolley Tour of Historical White Plains
Back by popular demand, the 

Daughter’s of Liberty’s Legacy will be 
offering a trolley tour of historic places 
and sites of the American Revolution in 
the White Plains area. Debra Palazzo, 
co-founder of the Daughters of Liberty’s 
Legacy said “the first trolley tour we did 
back in June was so much fun that people 
have been asking us to run another one.” 

The trolley tour includes the site of the 
old court house where the Declaration 
of Independence was read for the first 
time in 1776, the battlefield of the 
Battle of White Plains, Miller house 
where George Washington stopped the 
British from advancing north, Miller 
hill, several revolutionary homes still 
standing, Horton’s grist mill and more.  

Included also is a private viewing of 
historic Purdy house by the White 
Plains Historical Society. A Colonial re-
enactor, “Mrs. Ann Miller”, who lived 
through the war will accompany the 
tour and provide details of what life was 
like. Palazzo said “there is no greater 
education then standing in the footsteps 
where history happened.”

Sunday, Oct. 18 at 2 p.m. Donations 
requested are $50 and all proceeds go to 
historic preservation. Seating on trolley 
limited. Tickets available at DOLL1776.
com or by contacting debra@
daughtersoflibertyslegacy.com or  
calling Debra: 914 495-3631. Light 
refreshments included.
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By Albert Coqueran
The White Plains Tigers battled the 

rain and wind and North Rockland High 
School, to a, 20-17 loss, in their 2015 
Football Home Opener, at Glenn D. 
Loucks Field, on Saturday.

The Tigers improved immensely in 
their second game of the season on the 
defensive side of the ball. Against Carmel 
High School in their first game of the 
season, the Tigers defense gave up 454 
total yards and 39 points. 

On Saturday in their Home Opener, 
the Tigers defense stood strong, while 
surrendering only 150 total yards and 
20 points, which included keeping the 
Raiders out of the end zone twice from 
within their own 10-yard line. “We made a 
conscious effort this week on defense and 
we changed some personnel. They dialed 
it in and did a great job,” said Head Coach 
Skip Stevens

Nonetheless, the Tigers still came  
up three points short on offense. N o t 
sure of the thought process of the Tigers, 
with 1:16 left in the game, after fighting 
back from 17 points down, to 20-17, 
and on their own 24-yard line with no 
timeouts. 

But after Tigers quarterback Tommy 
Avery hit Chris Schiavone with a 13-yard 
pass and moved the ball to the Tigers 40 
yard line, Avery ran the ball twice within 
the out of bounds markers and did not 
stop the clock.  

What made the situation even more 
puzzling is that Avery has been the most 
efficient player for the Tigers this season 
and even last season for that fact. Avery 
was responsible for 182 yards of the Tigers 
257 total offensive-yards in their Home 
Opener.

The senior QB threw for 156 yards, 
while completing 13-of-20 passes with 
one interception. He also ran for 26 yards 
on 12 carries. Last week against Carmel, 
Avery also had an impressive game, while 

completing 9-of-16 passes for 152 yards 
and three touchdowns.  

The only way to interpret the final 
minute of the game is that Avery, as he has 
done so many times, was going to put the 
Tigers on his back and run to get within 
field goal range; but the clock beat him. 
“I was trying to make something happen 
on the sideline. I tried to cutback to the 
sideline and I just could not make it. It 
kind of killed the drive,” explained Avery.

With Tigers running back J.J. Hernandez 
out with an injury, wide receiver Donovan 
Brunson played two roles, while running 
from the back field for 66 yards on six 
carries and catching two of Avery’s passes 
for 67 yards.

Brunson was the catalyst for both of 
the Tigers touchdowns. After Schiavone 
caught a screen pass and ran for 22 yards 
to the Raiders eight-yard line in the third 
quarter. Brunson ran the ball eight yards 
to the goal line but fumbled. Fortunately, 
for the Tigers, the ball was recovered by 

his teammate 
Braxton Gill for a 
touchdown.

 Brunson also 
caught a pass from 
Avery and turned 
it into a 56-yard 
gain to the Raiders 
12-yard line, which 
staged a four-
yard quarterback 
keeper by Avery 
for a TD. “Yeah, I 
am disappointed 
taking a loss is hard 
but I know we have 
some work yet to 
do,” commented 
Brunson.

The Tigers 
certainly have 
some “work yet to 

do.” One of the main reasons for coming 
up three points short against North 
Rockland was a multitude of penalties 
which cost them dearly. Also the Tigers 
had two turnovers that led to the Raiders 
touchdowns. Tigers’ Gill got striped on 
the Raiders 37-yard line, which resulted in 
Raiders Nick Cortez running the fumble 
back for a touchdown. Also, there was 
Avery’s only interception of the game, 
which resulted in a Raiders touchdown. 

White Plains is 0-2 to start the 2015 
season, with a multitude of talent to rectify 
the situation. But the Tigers improved on 
defense and running back J.J. Hernandez 
will return next week. Also, do not expect 
the competent Avery to make the same 
mistake twice.  

The Tigers second home game of the 
season will be against Scarsdale High 
School and commence, on Friday, Sept. 
18, at 7 p.m. at White Plains High School. 

Tigers Edged by Raiders, 20-17, in Rain Soaked Home Opener
EX AMINER SPORTS

The White Plains Tigers make a gallant entry onto Glenn D. Loucks Field for their 2015 Football Home 
Opener against North Rockland High School, on Saturday, Sept. 12. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS

North Rockland quarterback sophomore Dylan Senatore began the scoring 
when he scampered for five yards and reached the football across the goal 
line for a touchdown in the first quarter. The Raiders went on to beat the 
Tigers, 20-17, to spoil their 2015 Home Opener. 

Tigers running back Donovan Brunson turns the corner for a 27-yard run late in the third quarter. 
Brunson rushed for 66 yards on six carries and had two receptions for 67 yards in the Tigers loss to 
North Rockland, 20-17, in their Home Opener, on Saturday. 

Despite their Home Opener loss to North Rockland, 20-17, on Saturday, White Plains improved immensely 
on defense, while relinquishing only 150 total yards to the Raiders, while giving up 454 yards against 
Carmel High School in their previous game. 
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By Albert Coqueran
Stepinac High School Head Coach 

Mike O’Donnell understands quite well 
how hard it is to repeat as CHSFL AAA 
Champions. Last season his Crusaders 
went undefeated in the regular season 
and playoffs, while winning the CHSFL 
AAA Championship. However, the 2014 
Crusaders did lose one game, which was 
the newly formed NY State Catholic High 
School Championship and concluded the 
season 12-1.

The Crusaders season last year was 
their best since 2010, when they went 
undefeated at 12-0 and won the CHSFL 
AA Championship. Although, in 2011, 
the initial season Stepinac stepped-up to 
AAA, they made it to the Championship 
game but loss to St. Anthony’s High 
School and finished with a 9-3 record.

“Every year is a different year. We were 
ecstatic to have such a great year last 
year. From the 23 seniors who graduated 
last year, 10 of them are playing college 
football,” mentioned O’Donnell. “We 
expect to be good and a challenge every 
week. However, the only team to repeat 
as CHSFL Champions in the past 20 years 
was St. Anthony’s, so it is not an easy feat,” 
said O’Donnell, who begins his 28th year 
as the Head Coach of the Crusaders.

Despite the fact that getting back to 
that elusive NY State Catholic League 
Championship game will not be easy; the 
Crusaders started on the right track by 
trouncing last year’s Section 9 Champions, 
Newburgh Free Academy, 31-0, on Friday. 
Furthermore, the Crusaders scored 31 
points and shut out Newburgh, with one 
of their best players on the sidelines, as 
senior T.J. Morrison was injured.

How good a player is 
Morrison? The Crusaders wide 
receiver/cornerback has 10 
Division One college offers at 
this time. Some of the schools 
seeking Morrison’s talents are: 
The U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point, Stony Brook 
University, University of New 
Hampshire, Towson University, 
Sacred Heart University, 
Monmouth University and the 
University of Rhode Island. 

“My work ethic, my coaches 
and my support system that 
pushes me to become greater 
and greater, (that is why I am 
getting all these college offers),” 
said Morrison, who will return 
to action next week against 
Iona Prep. Yes, that is the same 

Iona Prep that Stepinac beat last season, 
16-14, in one of the greatest CHSFL 
AAA Championship games in history, at 
Fordham University.

Tyquell Fields takes over for the 
Crusaders as quarterback, after Brendon 
Coleman graduated his talents to West 
Point. Fields orchestrated a balance 
attack of passing and running to crush 
Newburgh. Fields threw for 191 yards, 
while completing 13 of 23 passes with two 
touchdowns. 

Fields tested junior wide receiver 
DeVante Reid, in the first quarter with a 
31-yard touchdown pass. Then Fields sent 
fullback Jordan Gunther over the goal line 
on a one-year run later in the first quarter. 
Reid showcased his talents against 
Newburgh, while catching six passes for 
94 yards.

Fields hit one of his favorite targets 
wide receiver Jesse Brown for a five-year 
touchdown reception in the third quarter. 
Crusaders kicker Liam Butler showed he 
was season-ready by booting a 38-yard 
field goal in the second quarter. Butler 
also went 4-for-4 on extra-point kicks 
in the game. The Crusaders scoring was 
highlighted by a breakout-run by senior 
halfback Kobe Miranda, who scooted 58 
yards for a touchdown.

“We are coming back with a chip on 
our shoulders, (after losing the NY State 
Championship game),” commented Fields. 
“It feels good to lead this team this season. 
Many players look up to me because they 
know that I can get this job done,” said 
Fields, who will be a duel-threat (pass and 
run) quarterback this season.

As far as the Crusaders defense 
helping them repeat as CHSFL AAA 
Champions? Well, they shutout the 
Section 9 Champions in Newburgh, after 
the Goldbacks had scored 64 points the 
previous week against Henninger High 
School, which was a Class AA State Playoff 
contender last season. “It made us more 
hungry this year to finish this season on a 
good note, so hopefully we get back to the 
(NY State Catholic) Championship Game 
and win it this year,” stated linebacker 
Daniel Negron, who led the team with 135 
tackles last season.

This week the Crusaders welcome Iona 
Prep to White Plains, on Saturday, Sept. 19, 
at 1:30 p.m. Then they will travel to Holy 
Cross H.S., on Sunday, Sept. 27. Stepinac’s 
Homecoming Football Game will be 
against Cardinal Hayes, on Saturday, 
Oct. 10, at 1:30 p.m., while the Joseph 
Riverso Memorial Game will be held in 
the afternoon this year, on Saturday, Oct. 
17, at 1:30 p.m., against powerhouse St. 
Anthony’s High School.

EX AMINER SPORTS

Crusaders place kicker Liam Butler attempts a 
38-yard field goal in practice, on Thursday, Sept. 
10, under the watchful eye of  Head Coach Mike 
O’Donnell. Practice makes perfect, as the next 
day, Butler kicked a 38-yard field goal for three-
points, in Stepinac’s 31-0 win over Newburgh, to 
open their 2015 season. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS

Stepinac Dominates Newburgh, 31-0, to Open 2015 Season

Westchester Knicks Home Opener Set for November 12

The Crusaders offense will again be led by Assistant Head 
Coach and Offensive Coordinator Joe Spagnolo (left) and 
Louisiana State University alumnus Sheddrick Wilson (right) 
returns as an Assistant Coach for Wide Receivers and Skills 
Players.

Stepinac High School, the 2014 CHSFL AAA Champions, will be led this season by Senior Team Captains, 
[l-r] linebacker Daniel Negron, center Khaleb Celaj, quarterback Tyquell Fields, wide receiver Terrell 
“T.J.” Morrison and safety Jaychar Howell. 

By Albert Coqueran
The Westchester Knicks will kick-

off their second season in the NBA 
Developmental League with their Home 
Opener against the Maine Red Claws, 
at the Westchester County Center, on 
Thursday, Nov. 12, at 7 p.m. The Maine 
Red Claws are the NBA D-League affiliate 
of the Boston Celtics.

The Westchester Knicks, the NBA 
Developmental League affiliate of the NY 
Knicks, missed the D-League Playoffs 

last season in their inaugural year, while 
finishing with a disappointing record of 
10-40. 

Westchester Knicks Interim Head 
Coach Craig Hodges will not return to 
the bench next season. The local Knicks 
are presently in the process of seeking 
a new Head Coach. Hodges served as 
an assistant coach last year but finished 
the season as Interim Head Coach, after 
Kevin Whitted was fired with four games 
remaining in the season.

The Westchester Knicks schedule for 
the upcoming season encompasses 48 
regular season games with 24 home games 
at the Westchester County Center. The 
slate of 24 home games in White Plains 
will include 12 homes games being played 
on Friday, Saturday or Sunday, with eight 
afternoon games.

The Westchester Knicks once again will 
bring back their popular School Day for 
local students, on Wednesday, Dec. 2, at 
11 a.m. Another highlight this season will 

be that local fans will be able to watch 
the Westchester Knicks challenge the 
Santa Cruz Warriors, the 2014-15 NBA 
D-League Champions, on Sunday, Jan. 3, 
at 5 p.m. 

Westchester Knicks season tickets for 
their second season at the Westchester 
County Center are on sale now starting at 
$10 each per game. For more information 
log onto WestchesterKnicks.com or call 
914-559-6889.
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