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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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White Plains Council Rejects FASNY Request, Lawsuit Anticipated

Saltair Oyster 
Bar and Fish 

House

Greenburgh Summer  
Interns Promote Zero Waste

Westchester Water Ways Identified 
for State Revitalization Funds

In its seventh year, the Greenburgh 
Town Hall Summer Internship Program 
partnered with the Greenburgh Nature 
Center to engage students in a unique 
initiative, encouraging residents to source 
separate – separating food waste from 
trash, Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul 
Feiner reported in an email promoting 
the town’s summer internship programs. 

Over the course of the eight-week 
program, students prepared signage 
designed to inform and educate the public 
about appropriate source separation, 
while demonstrating the practice for the 
public at special events at the Anthony 
Veteran Park pool and the Theodore D. 

Young Community Center’s Summer 
Camp program held on the Westchester 
Community College Campus, Feiner 
said. 

The Town Supervisor’s report 
continued: The environmental and 
monetary benefits of source separation 
are numerous and significant. On the 
Initiatives trip to the Materials Recovery 
Facility (MRF) in Yonkers, the interns 
learned that every recyclable item in the 
materials stream possesses revenue per 
ton of recycled material sold back onto 
the market. For example, a ton of recycled 

continued on page 2

By Sarah Bonanno
Earlier this week, Governor Andrew 

Cuomo signed four bipartisan bills, 
which designate the Saw Mill River, the 
Bronx River, Pocantico River, Campfire 
Lake, Echo Lake, and Peach Lake as 
Inland Waterways, a status that gives local 
officials access to funding from the state 
Waterfront Revitalization Program. 

Standing in front of the Kensico Dam 
last Wednesday, bill sponsors State 
Assemblyman David Buchwald (D-White 
Plains) and State Senator Terrance Murphy 
(R-Yorktown Heights) each spoke about 
the bills’ importance for both Westchester 
County and the various watersheds in 

New York State, including the Hudson 
River and Long Island Sound. 

“The passage of these bills into laws 
is an important achievement towards 
enhancing the overall quality of the 
environment in Westchester County and 
making sure these vital lakes and rivers are 
protected,” Buchwald said. 

The state Waterfront Revitalization 
program is funded through the $177 
million Environmental Protection Fund 
of New York State and its projects include 
water quality improvement, recreational 
use, clean transportation, flood prevention 
measures, and redevelopment of hamlets, 

continued on page 2

Riverside Crafts Fair
AUGUST 15 & 16, 10 to 5

garrisonartcenter.org

MAGAZINE

Major Sponsors

Exquisite riverside location on Garrison’s Landing 
Delicious food/picnic court & WHUD Fun Crew 
Free parking at train station next door

75+
POP UP 
SHOPS

Handmade
goods/gifts

Gate fee reduced from $10 to $5 

White Plains 
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Softball 
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By Pat Casey
The “Yes” votes outweighed the “No” 

votes (4 to 3) on the French American 
School of New York’s (FASNY) request to 
close a portion of Hathaway Lane, but the 
closure of a public street and its removal 
from the White Plains city map requires 
a super majority (5 to 2) according to 
the city charter, and the legislation was 
not adopted at a Special Meeting of the 
Common Council Wednesday evening.

In a communication sent out after the 
vote and as expressed by neighbors and 
on Facebook, the Gedney Neighborhood 
Association is calling the vote a victory 
over FASNY.

The partial closure of Hathaway Lane 
and the turning over of the closed portion 
of the roadway to FASNY, a private 
institution, was an unprecedented request 
in White Plains.

The road closure was also key to 
the successful operation of a traffic 
management plan and the proposed Site 
Plan put before the White Plains Council. 

Without the road closure, the Site Plan as 
submitted could not fly. 

“Hopefully, this should finally put an 

end to the FASNY saga that has dragged 
on for almost five years. We thank 
everyone who contributed to the effort to 

reject the FASNY application 
including our neighborhood, 
the surrounding neighborhoods 
as well as residents across 
the City.  We also thank the 
numerous municipal Boards, 
especially the School Board, for 
their invaluable input regarding 
the potentially devastating 
FASNY plan, ” the message 
from the Gedney Association 
Board said.

“It is now time for FASNY to 
do the only logical, fair and right 
thing for this neighborhood and 
the City of White Plains and 
move on.  Too much time has 
been expended on a series of 
unworkable site plan schemes,” 
the message continued.

The Gedney Association 
release also said: “Should 
FASNY regrettably decide to 

take action against the City we believe the 

 Architect’s rendering of  the proposed FASNY campus. Inset photo shows White Plains residents picketing across the 
street from the proposed entrance to the FASNY campus.

continued on page 3
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Westchester Water Ways Identified for State Revitalization Funds

Greenburgh Summer Interns Promote Zero Waste
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downtowns, and urban waterfronts. 
“We can be excited [because] if you care 

about the Hudson River, you have to care 
about the Saw Mill and Pocantico Rivers, 
tributaries to the Hudson,” Buchwald said. 
“If you care about Long Island Sound, 
then you need the Bronx River to be as 
clean as possible, because it flows through 
the Bronx and out into the Sound. That 
is what this accomplishment represents, 
making sure that these rivers are eligible 
for funding so that they can be cleaned up, 
enhanced, [and] improved.”

Called a true bipartisan effort by 
Buchwald, Murphy, and other county 
legislators, the bills passed the state Senate 
unanimously in a 62-0 vote. 

“We were all in to do the right thing for 
our community,” Murphy said. 

State Assemblyman and former member 
of the County Board of Legislatures Thomas 
Abinanti (D-Greenburgh) applauded the 
state, county, and local governments for 

working together to ensure the passing 
of the bills. In particular, Abinanti cited 
communities pleading for help at the local 
level to combat flooding. 

“We stand in the shadow of this 
tremendous dam, which indicates 
that man has always understood the 
importance of water, and when properly 
channeled, ground water, rain water, 
streams, and rivers that are the life-blood 
of our community,” Abinanti said. “But 
when they burst out of their channels they 
are a major destructive force. Without 
water, civilization is withering. Too much 
water… and we have everything that we 
built wiped-out.”

Now that the bills have been signed 
into law, it is up to the county and local 
governments to take advantage of the 
funding available to them, Buchwald said. 

“In many respects, this accomplishment 
today represents a passing of the baton,” 
Buchwald explained. “We at the state 

level have now enacted legislation 
that empowers local governments 
to apply for state funds and it is 
those local governments that now 
will pick up the mantel of making 
sure we have improvements to our 
waterways in Westchester County.”

County Legislators Mary Jane 
Shimsky (D-Greenburgh) and 
Bernice Spreckman (R-Yonkers) 
both co-chair the Bronx River 
Advisory Board (BRAB) and the 
Saw Mill Watershed Advisory 
Board (SWAB). These two inter-
municipal task forces take part in 
establishing inland waterway legislation. 

Like Abinanti, Shimsky cited the recent 
increase of flooding in Westchester due 
to both infrastructure development and 
climate change as a critical problem. 
According to Spreckman, money  
from Waterfront Revitalization Program  
will in part be used to alleviate  

and mitigate flooding. 
“We have to deal with all of them [the 

flooding] to make sure our people and 
our economies can function properly 
and, as a result of that, we need all the 
help we can get,” she said. “We now have 
another tool, another resource for our 
local communities to begin to the work of 
solving our many faceted problems.”

A bipartisan gathering of  government officials meet at the 
base of  Kensico Dam to announce a new funding program 

aluminum, the most valuable recyclable 
material, sells for a net profit of $1,400 
per ton. A ton of corrugated cardboard 
sells for a net profit of approximately $600 
per ton. In total, the MRF facility, which 
manages the recycled co-mingles (plastic, 
glass and metal) and paper recycling of 
36 municipalities within Westchester 
County, including Greenburgh, generates 

an annual profit of $5 million. 
On the other hand, when the interns 

visited the Wheel to Energy facility at 
Charles Point in Peekskill, they learned 
how the materials that are not recycled in 
Westchester County are instead burned in 
a 62,500 sq. ft. boiler at over 2,000 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

Feiner noted in his email that through 

the incineration of approximately 2,050 
tons of “trash” waste per day, the facility 
generates 60 megawatts of electricity 
annually, enough to power 60,000 
households. In addition, the steam 
created in the boiler is sold to the facility’s 
neighbor, White Plains Linen, to clean a 
large percentage of the restaurant linens in 
the county. 

However, according to the facility’s 
manager, wet food waste has a low BTU 
and its presence in the boilers slows down 
the burning process of the entire facility. 
If food waste were to be removed through 
the implementation of curbside food waste 
pick-up, the efficiency and productivity 
of the Waste to Energy facility would 
increase overall. 
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Greenburgh Music Teacher Makes Comeback with Solo Albums CD Release
By Pat Casey

Bobby Lance, a Tarrytown native 
and Greenburgh Middle School music 
teacher, has recently had two solo albums 
rereleased by Real Gone Music as a one 
disc double album entitled “First Peace/
Rollin’ Man.” 

Lance, a singer and songwriter, is best 
known for writing Aretha Franklin’s hit 
“The House That Jack Built” with his sister 
and partner Fran Robins. The song made 
it to the Top 10 on both the pop and R&B 
charts in 1968. That hit gave Lance the 
opportunity to record his own solo album 
with Atlantic Records in 1971.

Originally from Brooklyn, Lance’s 
music has a soulful, Southern blues and 
rock sound. He feels the new album will 
give his music a second chance with songs 
now to be heard by a new audience. The 
“First Peace/Rollin’ Man” disc has two 
albums that were never really heard, even 
though they had big names in and behind 
them. 

A review of the new CD by online 
music magazine Rebeat says the content 
features a lineup of musicians familiar to 

anyone who’s studied the liner notes of the 
Atlantic Record label’s classic soul albums 
of the era. The Swampers, house band 
for Muscle Shoals Sound Studios, serves 
as Lance’s core group, while legendary 
saxophonist King Curtis leads the horn 
section, and the gospel group the Sweet 
Inspirations provides the backing vocals. 
Lance, for his part, leads with a gutsy, 

Southern-inflected 
voice of surprising 
range and intensity, 
well suited for the 
soulful ballads 
and bluesy rockers 
comprising the 
album, the review 
said.

The review also 
notes that “More 
Than Enough Rain” 
is by far the best-
known song on 
either of Lance’s LPs, 
due to the rumor 
that Duane Allman 
plays slide guitar on 
the track. “Bill Kopp’s 

liner notes for this reissue presents it as 
fact, but it’s apparently still a source of 
debate for avid Allman Brothers fans,” the 
article states.

Both “First Peace” and “Rollin’ Man” 
did not do well when they were originally 
released because of a legal battle between 
Atlantic Records and Motown Records 

that resulted in a lack of exposure for the 
albums and limited copies being released. 

According to Rebeat, at some point 
before the release of “First Peace” Lance 
had also managed to sign a songwriting 
contract with Motown Records. The 
legal wrangling between the two labels 
resulted in a decision that they would split 
the profits of Lance’s albums. The result 
was that Atlantic had little interest in 
promoting a record in which it had only 
a limited financial stake.  “Rollin’ Man,” 
released the following year, is far more 
stripped down, probably due to budgetary 
restrictions. 

Lance eventually went back to school 
and started a career in education. For the 
last 14 years he has been teaching music 
in Greenburgh. As Choral Director he has 
written many of the songs performed by 
his students.

Lance says that the rerelease of his 
albums has, “rekindled the fire to go out 
and perform, which I had always loved to 
do.”  Currently, Lance is writing, arranging 
and recording with his son Mitch, who 
has his own band called Freelance. 

White Plains Council Rejects FASNY Request, Lawsuit Anticipated
continued from page 1
City will prevail as it gave FASNY every 
opportunity to show how their plan was 
feasible.  For our part we will continue 
to monitor the situation and any other 
alternative development proposed by a 
new owner.”

However, within an hour after the 
negative vote, FASNY had released a 
statement confirming its intention to 
pursue litigation.

“We are deeply disappointed and 
disturbed by the outcome of tonight’s vote 
by the White Plains Common Council. 
While the Majority on the Council 
understood that the plan for our school 
and publicly accessible Open Space 
Conservancy meets all environmental 
and legal criteria and has been fully and 
thoroughly vetted, others sided with a 
group of neighborhood opponents and 
rejected the plan. This is the same group 
of opponents who fought the City when 
it sought to purchase the property for 
a municipal golf course and pool,” the 
FASNY release said.

“We believe this decision is unsustainable 
on many grounds. As a result, we will 
immediately commence legal action in 
New York State, as well as possibly Federal 
Court, seeking an overturning of the City 
Council’s decision and potential millions 
of dollars in damages. We are confident 
that we will prevail, have the right to 
build the school, and that the rejection 
of the plan was arbitrary and capricious 
at best. The Council had previously voted 
6-1 that all environmental findings under 
the State Environmental Quality Review 
Act (SEQRA) had been met and there is 
no legitimate basis to now reject the plan. 
It is a shame that three members of this 

Council have sought fit to engage this City 
in a needless and expensive legal battle 
that it will lose, and cost White Plains 
taxpayers significant sums of money. After 
nearly five years of the most intensive 
review given to any development plan 
in City history, and despite numerous 
revisions and compromises that we have 
made to address the concerns of the public 
and the City, the rejection of a School, a 
very well respected one at that, is utterly 
unreasonable and illegal.”

“We have the support of hundreds of 
neighborhood residents, environmental 
organizations and the leading business 
organizations in Westchester County,” 
FASNY continued. “White Plains has a 
well-deserved reputation as a center for 
schools and education, and diversity. 
We remain confident that the Court will 
uphold our plan, and that our school will 
become an important part of this rich 
community of White Plains soon.”

The  partial closure of Hathaway 
Lane was crucial to FASNY’s Site 
Plan,  Transportation Management Plan 
and ultimately because it mitigated 
problems identified during the SEQRA 
process (a New York State environmental 
review process that provides legal 
parameters), granting of a Special Permit 
to operate a school in a residential zone.

The original plan called for a main 
entrance off of Ridgeway. By moving the 
entrance to North Street directly across 
from the entrance to White Plains High 
School and rerouting traffic through the 
site with an intersection on the school 
property at Hathaway Lane, partial closure 
of the street was requested to ensure traffic 
flow within the site could be contained 

and to ensure student and pedestrian 
safety. FASNY offered increased setbacks 
and other concessions in exchange.

Because the partial closure of Hathaway 
Lane was not granted,  the hearing on 
the Site Plan was adjourned with Mayor 
Tom Roach and members of the Council 
anticipating that next steps would lead to 
the courtroom.

Essentially, FASNY’s request to develop 
a K-12 regional school in the Gedney 
Neighborhood on the site of the former 
Ridgeway Country Club was denied.

Legal  action by FASNY against White 
Plains, would most likely result with  a 
judge making the final decision about 
whether or not FASNY can go ahead with 
its plans and how many of the concessions 
the institution gave to the city during 
negotiations would be kept.

Councilwoman Beth Smayda was 
the first to comment, saying she would 
vote in favor of closing Hathaway 
Lane because FASNY had met and 
exceeded requirements set by adopted 
environmental findings in December 
2013.

Councilwoman Nadine Hunt-
Robinson, surprising many people in 
attendance, said she would vote “No” 
because the impact of street closure on 
emergency vehicle response times in 
the Gedney neighborhood would have a 
negative impact surpassing any benefits of 
the FASNY proposal. “Seconds count in 
saving lives,” she said.

Councilman John Kirkpatrick referred 
to his comments at an earlier meeting 
and chose not to expound further on 
his reasons for voting “Yes.” As a lawyer 
with experience in land use and zoning, 

Kirkpatrick felt the legal implications 
required acceptance of FASNY’s plan.

Councilwoman Milagros Lecuona, who 
originally had voted against acceptance 
of the Environmental Impact Statement 
because she felt not all the negative 
impacts had been identified, maintained 
her position with a “No” vote.

Councilman Dennis Krolian also 
said the discontinuance of a portion of 
Hathaway Lane created negative impacts 
on fire and other emergency vehicle 
response times and voted “No.”

Councilman John Martin voted “Yes” 
to the partial street closure. Speaking 
about the law, he felt it was unfortunate 
that a judge would most likely be making 
a decision on the FASNY Special Permit 
and Site Plan application and that might 
mean that all the ground gained by the 
city, especially the conservancy, increased 
setbacks, and reduction in the overall 
FASNY school student population could 
be lost. Considering the decision on 
the street closure and acceptance or 
denial of the proposed site plan as one 
consideration, Martin said he felt the Site 
Plan as proposed was the best the city 
could get and that a court decision would 
not be in the best interests of the city.

Mayor Roach voted “Yes” because he 
said considering the law, it was the best 
thing to do in his opinion. Acknowledging 
that there would not be a super majority to 
approve the street closing, Roach said that 
the city’s administration would defend the 
interests of the city should it be sued.

 

Tarrytown’s Bobby Lance has rereleased a double album CD with songs 
from the R&B music era of  the sixties and seventies.
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Following  the release of a video 
purportedly showing a Kentucky 
school resource officer handcuffing and 
mistreating an eight-year-old student with 
disabilities, New York State Assemblyman 
Tom Abinanti (D-Greenburgh) is urging 
the state to take action to prevent a similar 
incident from happening in New York.

“This is appalling - it is officially 
sanctioned child abuse,” said Abinanti, 
a known advocate for protecting 
people with special needs. “This was 
false imprisonment based on a child’s 
involuntary actions caused by the child’s 
disability. It never should have happened,” 
he said in a media statement released 
Friday.

The video, originally recorded in 
the fall of 2014, raises serious issues 
concerning law enforcement’s ability to 
identify an individual with disabilities 
and implement appropriate strategies to 
de-escalate the situation.

“We need police officers who are 
well trained in assessing the real nature 
of a situation, in recognizing signs of 
developmental disabilities or mental 
illness and in employing de-escalation 
techniques,” Abinanti said.

In response to the video, Abinanti sent 
a letter to State Police Superintendent 

Joseph D’Amico and State Division of 
Criminal Justice Services Executive 
Deputy Commissioner Michael C. Green 
requesting they conduct a review of their 
respective procedures and protocols 
regarding law enforcement interactions 
with people with disabilities.

“Unfortunately, situations like this 
are not uncommon in New York and 
throughout the country - and are often 
unreported,” Abinanti said in the letters. 
“We need to ensure what happened in 
Kentucky is not the norm New York.”

Greenburgh Assemblyman Calls Kentucky 
Police Action Sanctioned Child Abuse

NYS Assemblyman Tom Abinanti.
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Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL

“The tales pile up, circle back, and 
reflect on one another, creating a 
dizzying and delightful theatrical 
canvas.” —Ken Marks, The New Yorker

Performing at Boscobel House and Gardens, Garrison, NY

but hurry offer ends soon!
Visit hvshakespeare.org for details.
845/265-9575

The Arabian Nights 

(excluding 
Saturday) Use code  Arabian25 to save 25%
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Over 150 young people, parents, and 
youth program staff gathered on the 
plaza in front of the Westchester County 
Courthouse last week to highlight the 
potential of local young people and salute 
community-based youth programs. 

Co-sponsored by Westchester 
Children’s Association (WCA) and the 
Campaign for Kids, the rally was organized 
to acknowledge the important role 

played by County-supported community 
youth programs, which provide positive 
development opportunities to young 
people, complementing the education and 
activities provided by families, schools, 
and faith-based organizations that are 

already very active in the community.
Deputy County Executive Kevin 

Plunkett joined Cora Greenberg, 
executive director of WCA and chair of 

the Campaign for Kids, in announcing 
the formation of a new Youth Services 
Planning Group, which will review, 
evaluate, and make recommendations to 
improve the process of assessing the needs 
of youth in the county by setting funding 
priorities and awarding contracts. 

“The new planning process will help 
Westchester County allocate tax dollars to 
effective, high-quality programs that meet 
the greatest needs of our county’s young 

people,” said Plunkett, address the crowd. 
It is expected that the planning group 

will convene for the first time in the fall.

‘Celebrate Youth’ Rally Announces Formation of a New County Youth Initiative

 Westchester Children’s Association and Campaign for Kids support all types of  initiatives to enhance the 
lives of  youth in Westchester County.
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
INTERNAL MEDICINE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-940-2500
PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129

CARMEL: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

CORTLANDT MANOR:
GENERAL SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2315
OB/GYN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-1697

CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675

JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135

MAHOPAC:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-248-5556

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

The Celebrate Youth Rally brought out over 150 young people to the plaza in front of  the Westchester 
County Courthouse.
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Westchester County residents can bring 
their dogs, cats and ferrets in for free rabies 
vaccinations on Saturday, Aug. 22 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the SPCA of Westchester 
located at 590 N. State Rd. in Briarcliff 
Manor. Appointments are required.

Cats and ferrets must be in carriers and 
dogs must be on a leash. Aggressive dogs 
must be muzzled. No examinations will be 
given and all pets must be supervised by 
an adult.

Under New York State law, dogs and 
cats must receive their first rabies vaccine 
no later than four months after birth. 
A second rabies shot must be given 
within one year of the first vaccine, with 
additional booster shots given every one 
or three years after that, depending on the 
vaccine used. Owners who fail to get their 
pets vaccinated and keep the vaccinations 

up to date may be fined up to $2,000. 
Rabies is a fatal disease that is spread 

through the bite or saliva of infected 
animals. Those animals most commonly 
infected are raccoons, skunks, bats and 
foxes. However, domestic animals such as 
cats and dogs are also at risk because they 
can easily contract rabies from wild or 
stray animals.

A pet that is up to date with its rabies 
vaccinations would only need to get a 
booster dose of vaccine within five days of 
the pet’s exposure to a known or suspect 
rabid animal. Animals not up to date 
with rabies vaccinations would need to 
be quarantined or potentially euthanized 
following contact with a rabid or suspect 
rabid animal.  

A change in an animal’s behavior is 
often the first sign of rabies. A rabid 

animal may become either abnormally 
aggressive or unusually tame. It may lose 
fear of people and become docile or it may 
become particularly excited and irritable. 
Staggering, spitting and frothing at the 
mouth are sometimes noted in infected 
animals. Adults should encourage children 
to avoid touching unfamiliar animals and 
to immediately tell an adult if they have 
been bitten or scratched by an animal.

All animal bites or contact with animals 
suspected of having rabies must be 
reported to the Westchester County Health 
Department, available 24 hours a day, at 
914-813-5000. After hours, callers should 
follow instructions in the recorded message 
for reporting public health emergencies.  

Call 914-941-2896 ext. 10 to schedule an 
appointment.

To help families prepare for a new school 
year, the Westchester County Health 
Department will offer free immunizations 
to children who are uninsured or whose 
insurance doesn’t cover vaccines.

The vaccines will be available by 
appointment on a first-come, first-served 
basis on Fridays in August and September 
at health department clinics in White 
Plains and Yonkers.

During the clinics New York State 
Health Navigators will be on hand to help 
parents and guardians sign their children 
up for health insurance. Families without a 
regular doctor also will receive information 
about where to go for ongoing pediatric 
primary care.

To schedule an appointment for school 
vaccines at the health department clinic in 
White Plains at 134 Court Street, call 914-
995-5800. The dates are Friday, Aug. 21, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and Friday, Sept. 18, 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Westchester County Health 
Commissioner Sherlita Amler, MD, 
emphasized the importance of measles 
vaccination. “Immunizing your children 

on time against vaccine-preventable 
diseases like measles is critical,” she said. 
Since January, 178 people of all ages have 
been diagnosed with measles nationwide, 
and a woman in Washington State died 
of this disease on July 2, the first measles-
related death in 12 years.

Measles is highly contagious even before 
the rash starts and is easily spread when 
an infected person breathes, coughs, or 
sneezes. If you’re not protected, you can get 
measles just by walking into a room where 
someone with the disease has been in the 
past couple of hours.

Children should be vaccinated with 
two doses of MMR vaccine, with the first 
dose between 12 and 15 months and the 
second at four-to-six years. Adults born 
after 1956 should have at least one measles 
vaccination; some people need two.

Regulations for school admissions 
require schools to more closely scrutinize 
children’s immunization records and could 
result in a child not being allowed to start 
or continue in school if immunizations 
are not current. These updated regulations 
provide increased protection against 

illnesses like whooping cough that have 
been reported in school aged children 
in Westchester, as well as measles and 
mumps, which have had recent outbreaks.
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PAW Volunteers Seek Help in Keeping Legacy Dogs Safe and Happy

Free Rabies Clinic Aug. 22 at SPCA of Westchester

County Opens Immunization Clinics in White Plains by Appointment

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 

to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters 

are subject to editing and may 
be withheld from publication 
on the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com.  

The White Plains Examiner 
requires that all letter writers 

provide their name, address and 
contact information. 

Letters Policy

The Board of Pets Alive ambushed the 
volunteers and staff at its Westchester 
location in Elmsford a couple of weeks back 
stating that they will close the Westchester 
location due to financial problems and 
unsafe building conditions. Neither of 
these issues was made known before the 
decision was made to close. There have 
been no answers to many questions asked 
by staff and volunteers. There has been no 
transparency on any level.

At this point our “legacy dogs” (which 
are quirky, have certain issues with people, 
other animals, and food etc.) are being 
relocated. We feel this is a terrible mistake. 

The Board said if something works out 
as far as negotiations with other rescues, 

and they accept our legacy dogs, they 
would return them. Many of us fear this 
will not happen.

We need more time to get things in 
order. 

The Board has decided what’s best for all, 
with no regard for the advice of dedicated 
staff and senior volunteers, who know 
these animals and have worked with them 
for years. Their efforts have been to make 
these animals more acceptable all around 
in hopes of perhaps one day getting them a 
forever home.

If these dogs are moved to a “foreign” 
environment, where their advocates 
cannot tend to them on a daily basis 
(some volunteers spend almost every day 

at the shelter with them), we feel this will 
be detrimental to their being adopted or 
perhaps some of them might not survive. 

The conditions at the Pets Alive facility 
in Middletown are not as ideal as what we 
have at PAW.

The moving has already begun. There 
are many unanswered questions. We need 
to be the voices for those who have none. 
Without a no kill shelter and sanctuary in 
Westchester, with or without the Pets Alive 
establishment, many animal lives will 
unnecessarily be lost.

–Kelly Ferguson, 
Pets Alive Westchester Volunteer 
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Police Blotter
Westchester County District Attorney’s 
Office

Grand Larceny. Scott Yandrasevich 
(DOB 2/25/1964) of Danbury, 
Connecticut, was sentenced August 6 to 
an indeterminate term of one to three 
years in prison on his November 2014 

guilty plea to grand larceny and falsifying 
business records. Between April 10, 2007 
and August 20, 2012, the defendant, who 
was the General Manager of the Rye Golf 
Club, located at 330 Boston Post Road, in 
Rye, stole approximately $271,120 from 
the Club and the City of Rye by knowingly 
submitting false invoices to the City of 
Rye for fictitious employees over this 
approximate four and a half year period. 

The club is a Rye City owned non-equity 
membership club.

The defendant accomplished this 
larceny by setting up and effectively 
controlling a staffing company called RM 
Staffing for the purposes of billing the City 
of Rye for services provided to the Club. 
The defendant submitted false bi-weekly 
invoices on RM Staffing stationary listing 
individual(s) who were falsely described as 
working in “Administration,” “Restaurant” 
and/or “Operations” at the Club, when 
in fact no such person(s) worked for the 
Club. In total, these fraudulent invoices 
were submitted during a span of over one 
hundred pay periods and the City of Rye 
paid out approximately $271,120 to RM 
Staffing for these fictional services. After 
RM Staffing received these stolen monies, 
said stolen monies were ultimately 
transferred back to the defendant, who 
used said funds for his own personal use.

The Rye Police Department became 
aware of financial irregularities, hired 
outside counsel who further investigated 
and forwarded those findings to the 
District Attorneys office. 

Greenburgh Police Department
Swatting. Shortly after midnight on July 

27, police responded to a call from a party 
in White Plains who reported he had shot 
his girlfriend. Upon arrival, units set up 

an outer perimeter around the premises. 
There was one-second floor light that was 
visible. A police vehicle was positioned at 
the edge of the property to illuminate the 
scene while officers communicated with 
the owner of the residence over the PA 
system to come to the front door. After 
several repeated orders, no one came to the 
front of the premises. Officers approached 
the front door and knocked on the door. 
Three parties came to the door and were 
placed in handcuffs for officer safety. One 
of the parties reported negative problems 
in the house and advised officers that she 
had three other children in the house 
that were asleep. Officers conducted an 
interior premise check and there were 
negative problems. Upon interviewing 
the 15-year-old son, he reported that he 
had been playing a computer game called 
“Counterstrike: Global Offensive” for the 
past hour and a half. He also said that 
while he was playing the game, he was 
also live-streaming his game play through 
the website stream.me/mrwhosnexus, and 
that he had approximately 20 viewers on 
his web stream and that he did not know 
how many other players were in the game 
with him, but they were communicating 
via a chat room and their headsets. He did 
not know any of the other people that were 
playing the game with him. The call came 
in third party to the White Plains Police 

Department and could not be traced.

Property Matters. On the morning of 
July 27, the complainant reports he was 
traveling east bound on Ardsley Road 
when he heard a loud crash and saw a 
cable surrounding his vehicle as he came 
to a stop. The cable had caused damage 
to multiple locations on his car. A utility 
worker was hanging a guide wire across 
the roadway. He was up in a bucket truck 
and had one of his two ground crew 
workers stopping traffic when he heard 
the traffic guy yell “Whoa, Whoa” as the 
complainant’s vehicle came quickly down 
the hill. When the ground crew realized 
the vehicle was not going to stop they ran 
for cover, but could not get out of the way 
in time. No injury was reported at time of 
incident. The vehicle was freed of the wire 
and the roadway cleared. The complainant 
is in contact with the owner of Highpoint 
Utilities for repairs.
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“One of the highest rated 
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-White Plains Examiner
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I guess it’s true 
that time goes by 
fast when you are 
having fun. In 
sincere hindsight it 
is fair to state that 
we Baby Boomers 
unanimously agree 
this was the case for 
the shortest decade 

in history. To be historically correct the 
Woodstock culture did not arrive until the 
tail end of the sixties. 

Looking back on this period with an 
honest perspective and free from the many 
myths that have now become accepted 
history; we can now better understand 
the social bi polar cultures that clashed 
during this time. When thinking of 
the sixties one of the first thoughts that 
comes to mind is the sexual revolution. It 
seemed just over night our sexual mores 
collapsed with the advent of rock music 
and long hair. We may have forgotten 
that sexual promiscuity did not start at 
Woodstock; history has given us far too 
much credit to us Boomers for our socially 
transforming powers on sexuality. At best 
we just eliminated some social taboos and 
social etiquette, and liberalized our views 
of our sexual mores. Like all my Baby 
Boomer peers I was not conceived from  

a virgin birth.
Growing up amidst the pop culture of 

the day, the media was ripe in reporting 
heathen sex orgies, drug induced parties, 
hippie communes, and youth living in 
a new utopian world. My intent is not to 
deny this, but rather to place it in a truer 
perspective. Or possibly I missed the entire 
decade either blinded by my long hair or 
by working my way through college. 

For better or worse, I will leave the final 
analysis of the following observations 
to psychologists, social scientists, and 
academicians. For most of America the 
social mores were more traditional than 
reported or believed. Back in the sixties 
couples were getting married during their 
early twenties, usually right after college, 
the average age in 1970 was 22.8 years. 

This is not to deny that we went through 
our youthful rights of passage to some 
varying degree.  Growing up came quick 
as the Woodstock experience came to 
a humble end. But not the end of a new 
Baby Boomer political and social ethos, 
once tossed away like a boomerang in the 
sixties we always return after hitting our 
target even up to this day.

Many of the Baby Boom generation 
were first generation Americans who had 
to work their way through college; who 
realized the American Dream does not 

come without sacrifice. The hard lessons 
learned by many of us Boomers shaped 
our social views and conduct. We brought 
those views with us into the workplace 
and into government. 

In hindsight, Woodstock was not the 
call to revolution but a call for evolution 
through social change that is still occurring 
today. The boomerang always returns. 
The Baby Boomers never found comfort 
in passivity especially when dealing with 
social issues. 

David Hume, an 18th century 
Enlightenment Philosopher, viewed 
mankind as lazy. Hume wrote, believing 
that the majority of the world’s evils could 
be cured if human beings were born a 
little more industrious: “A range of social 
forces - even the best of governments will 
find it easier to rule immature and passive 
subjects than active citizens.” (Neiman 
2014).  

This certainly was not the ethos of 
the Baby Boomers. If we were part of a 
revolution, it was not so much sparked 
by Woodstock but post enlightenment 
thinking. 

Kant, also an Enlightenment 
Philosopher, said: “The real use of reason 
is to have the ability to form ideas of 
goodness, truth and beauty to orient our 
actions.” Kant’s philosophy was of the older 

moral ecology, known as the “crooked 
timber”; a tradition that emphasized 
our own brokenness and need to make 
changes to straighten ourselves out for 
the betterment of society.

The sixties were the rebirth of this 
thinking, as Baby Boomers closely looked 
at the crooked timbers of our society 
with a critical eye. This moral ecology 
placed more of an emphasis on solving 
the collective “we” problems, while not 
focusing on the issues of “me.” 

Boomers believed they were part of a 
larger whole. 

To place this in perspective, a 1950 
Gallop poll of high school seniors asked 
if they considered themselves to be a 
very important person; 12 percent said 
yes. When seniors were asked the same 
question in 2005, the percentage was 80 
percent in the positive. (Brooks 2015). 

In closing, the real “generation gap” 
was not between Baby Boomers and their 
parents, but between Baby Boomers and 
subsequent generations who transformed 
our humble love of the world into self-
love.

Dr. Richard Cirulli is a college professor, 
business consultant, writer, and an 
Innocent Bystander and critic at large.  
He can be reached at profcirulli@ 
optonline.net.

The Shortest Decade
Boomerang

By Richard Cirulli

Obituaries
Carolyn Bellom
Carolyn Anthony Bellom, longtime 

resident of White Plains, died peacefully 
on August 7 after a long battle with 
Parkinson’s disease. Carolyn was born in 
NYC on June 12, 1927 and grew up in the 
Bronx.

  Carolyn loved music; she had a 
beautiful singing voice and was a terrific 
dancer. She was an avid reader and an 
accomplished bowler. Carolyn is survived 
by her daughter and son-in-law, Loretta 
Bellom-Woltmann and Paul Woltmann; 
her son and daughter-in law, Richard and 
Bete Bellom, her granddaughter, Angelina 
Woltmann, and many beloved nieces, 
nephews, family and friends. She was pre-
deceased by her husband, Charles Bellom, 

and her sister, Lillian Kessler. Carolyn 
was charitable, kind and open-minded; 
she was loved by many and will be deeply 
missed.

  Funeral mass will be held on Tuesday, 
Aug. 11 at 10 a.m. at St. John the Evangelist 
Church in White Plains.

Daniel Carey
Daniel M. Carey, a White Plains 

resident, died August 5 at the age of 
81. He was born November 16, 1933 
in Manhattan to the late Michael and 
Margaret Carey.

On August 30, 1960 he married his wife 
Margaret at the Assumption Church in 
White Plains. 

Danny worked for 37 years as a Building 

Maintenance Mechanic for AT&T in 
White Plains, retiring in 1999. He was an 
usher and member of the Men’s Club at 
St. John the Evangelist Church for many 
years. He was also an avid Giants fan.

He is survived by his wife Margaret of 
White Plains, his children Colleen Brady 
and Tara Forbes and his sisters Bernadette 
Brennan and Anne Powers. He was 
also Poppy to 10 Grandchildren. He is 
predeceased by a son John Donovan.

Sandy Farduchi
Sandy Farduchi, 58 of White Plains, 

passed away on August 5. She was born 
in Reggio di Calabria Italy to Rocco & 
Carmela Teresa (Faraone) Romeo on 
July 14, 1957. Sandy married Antonio 

Farduchi on June 25, 1978 at Our Lady of 
Mt Carmel Church in White Plains. He 
predeceased her in February 24, 2009. 

Sandy is survived by her mother, 
Carmela Teresa, her children: Giancarlo & 
Daniela Farduchi, her brother Raymond, 
sister in law Dawn Recchia, son in law 
Kareem Rose, uncle Pasquale and Caterina 
Faraone, Aunts Maria and Angela 
Faraone, two nieces; Laura Marie and 
Olivia Anne and nephew Joseph Romeo 
besides many cousins in Italy, Canada 
and the USA. She was predeceased by 
her father Rocco in 2012 and her brother 
Dominick in 2005. She was a member of 
the Antonio Meucci Lodge 213. She was 
loved by her family and friends and will 
always be remembered by all.

Bronx River Parkway Closures from Yonkers to White Plains
As part of the County’s ongoing Crane 

Bridge replacement project, motorists are 
advised that portions of the northbound 
and southbound Bronx River Parkway 
will be closed between the Sprain Brook 
Parkway and the Westchester County 
Center through Saturday, Aug. 8 at 10 
p.m. These closures are necessary to 
install new pavement markings and traffic 
pattern shifts.

There will be no access from the six-lane 
portion of the northbound Bronx River 
Parkway to the four-lane portion of the 

northbound Bronx River Parkway at the 
Sprain Brook Parkway. All traffic will be 
diverted onto the Sprain Brook Parkway 
and then Central Park Avenue (NY 100) 
to White Plains.

The northbound Bronx River Parkway 
will be accessible to local traffic between 
the Sprain Brook Parkway and Harney 
Road at all times. Entrances from 
Paxton Ave, Elm Street, Scarsdale Road, 
Thompson Street and Leewood Drive will 
be open.

All northbound traffic will be diverted 

at Harney Road to Scarsdale Avenue and 
East Parkway, re-entering the northbound 
parkway at Crane Road. The northbound 
Bronx River Parkway will be open to 
traffic at Crane Road and all points north.

There will be no access to the 
southbound Bronx River Parkway in 
White Plains, south of the County Center 
Exit 22. All traffic will be detoured to 
Central Avenue, then south to the Sprain 
Brook Parkway.

Entrances to the southbound parkway 
at Main Street and Fenimore Road will be 

closed. The southbound parkway will be 
open at Ardsley Road and all points south.

In addition, the northbound Bronx 
River Parkway will be closed from 
Monday, Aug. 10 to Friday, Aug.14 during 
the midday period (9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
daily) to remove a temporary concrete 
median barrier, complete electrical work, 
install permanent median guiderail and 
install northbound pavement markings.

All traffic will be diverted onto the 
Sprain Brook Parkway and then Central 
Park Avenue (NY 100) to White Plains.
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The caller was interested in an historic 
Sears-Roebuck Catalogue house I have 
listed in North White Plains, but he 
wanted to make sure that it was not 
“purple” as he said it appeared to him 
online. “If it’s purple, I’m not interested,” 
he said. “Because to me, purple means 
‘death’.”

“It’s a very nice blue-grey, and not 
purple, I can assure you,” I affirmed. 

“It sure looks purple in the photograph,” 
he persisted. 

 This is not going to be a phone call 
based on objectivity, I thought, so why 
not go along with it and give the guy the 
kind of playful discourse he was obviously 
seeking. I continued the discussion by 
pointing out that some people consider 
purple the color of royalty, and I told him 
about a celebrated house in my hometown 
of Yorktown painted totally in shades of 
purple, which is owned by a retired couple 
who are very lively indeed.

For years I’ve wanted to get the inside 
story about the place, but the owners have 
always declined my request, saying they 
prefer enjoying their distinctive taste in 
private.

Again I thought of exterior colors for 
houses when I noted online a survey 
done by Sears Weatherbeater Paints that 
surprisingly revealed that 40 percent of 
those polled prefer white as an exterior 
house color. What? How could that be, I 

pondered, unless the survey 
were conducted in 1890. 
Either that, or it was skewed 
toward the Deep South or the 
West Coast. Certainly, around 
here, that couldn’t be the case.

I confirmed my hunch with 
Miracle Home Improvements 
in Croton-on-Hudson, which 
specializes in siding with vinyl 
and fiber cement products. 
Owner Mary Sniffen told me: 
“The most popular exterior 
colors trending for siding now 
are the deeper browns like a 
shade called Timber Bark and 
the grey blues. Very rarely has 
anyone asked for white. In 
fact, I can remember only one 
case in recent memory where 
white was chosen.”

The same goes for house painting. 
I called my painter Joe Pascarelli who 
estimates that he’s painted 25 house 
exteriors over the past year and not a 
single homeowner has asked for white. 
“There are two colors from Benjamin 
Moore I’ve been recommending lately 
that my clients really like,” he said. “A 
lighter color called Brandy Cream is a 
sort of tan and a deeper color is Charcoal 
Slate, which I combine with a white trim 
called Chantilly Lace. It makes a terrific 
combination.” 

The strongest impression 
this year for outdoor 
painting overall seems to 
be blue, chosen in a recent 
survey by House Beautiful 
as the favorite color of 29 
percent of those polled by 
the magazine.

Interestingly, 77 percent 
of the magazine’s readers say 
that they are now painting, 
have just finished painting 
or are planning to paint 
something in the next six 
months. This makes sense 
considering that a paint 
job is the best fixer-upper 
project for the least amount 
of money.   

The “gurus” of real 
estate like me recommend 

thinking one way about exterior house 
paint if you plan to “stay put” and another 
way if you plan to market your home for 
sale. If you want to make a bold statement 
with a rich, deep color like red or plum, 
which might be quite daring if you’re in 
an Arts and Crafts or Victorian house, 
it is fine to express your individuality to 
your heart’s content. But such a strong 
statement can thwart your chances at 
attracting a buyer who may be put off with 
so personalized a statement. 

It is recommended that your color 

choice be more neutral when it’s time to 
paint for resale with lighter tones of tan, 
clay, cream, gray or beige, with shades 
of white best used on the trim. You can 
incorporate a splash of color by painting 
the door a contrasting, deeper tone, like 
red or deep blue. 

Some years ago, I made a proclamation 
that every front door should be painted 
red for its feng shui benefits, even going 
so far as to recommend a particular color, 
Benjamin Moore Burgundy. Since then, 
I’ve received the most flattering feedback 
from readers who have followed my 
advice. And many times when I am called 
to list a house and find that its front door 
has been painted red, I know that I’ve 
found a true believer like me.

For more information about vinyl or 
fiber cement siding, ask for Mary Sniffen 
at Miracle Home Improvement at 914-
271-9119. For information about house 
painting, call Joe Pascarelli at 914-330-
3889.  

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., 
the longest running public relations agency in 
Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His 
real estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru and his team to market your home for 
sale, call 914-522-2076.

Much has been 
written about the 
o n e - p e r c e n t e r s 
in America as the 
polarization of 
wealth in our nation 
continues to get 
wider. However, 

this division of wealth is not a recent 
phenomenon. The one-percenters have 
dominated America’s social, financial and 
economic landscape ever since the days of 
the Founding Fathers. 

As the United States evolved from an 
agrarian economy to an industrial nation, 
this polarization continued. As the Robber 
Barons wielded their clout from the late 
19th century through the early 20th 
century, distinct demographic classes 
arose, creating opportunities for many at 
the lower end of the spectrum to become 
entrepreneurs – all under the thumb of big 
business. 

After World War II, a clearly defined 
middle class arose and the American 
Dream was born, affording millions of 
Americans the opportunity to create their 
own wealth through business ownership. 
The entrepreneurs of the late 20th century 
succeeded as no generation before them. 

Today, it seems a new billionaire is 
created every month, as social media 
and the internet-of-things create  

unique opportunities.
This history of wealth creation has 

permeated many industries as our country 
emerged as a world economic and political 
power. From coal mining, to the building 
of massive production plants, to the 
pervasiveness of financial instruments, 
to the never imagined applications 
of sophisticated 
technology, the United 
States remains the 
dominant economic 
force in the world.  

One industry where 
this evolution has had 
fits and starts, rather 
than meteoric rises, is 
the wine industry. Most 
likely because there is a lack of structural 
mass as well as an historically influential 
temperance subculture, individual 
wineries and their owners have not 
garnered the interest of the wealthy, nor 
enjoyed the successes of other products.

Certainly there are many wealthy 
patrons of winemaking, but these interests 
are typically avocational rather than 
vocational.

Unlike the behemoths created by 
the entrepreneurial likes of John D. 
Rockefeller, J.P. Morgan, Steve Jobs, Bill 
Gates, Mark Zuckerberg and Larry Page, 
wine companies in the 21st century  

are monolithic corporate machines, sans 
warm flesh. Many popular wineries lack 
the capital and/or scale to compete with 
the corporate aggregators that control the 
wine industry.

So it was with interest that I noted 
the finances of two winemaking 
operations in recent weeks. Although I 

have been focusing on the 
consolidation within the 
United States wine industry 
that has taken place over the 
last 10 years, the polarization 
within the industry seems to 
be growing at an accelerated 
pace. 

Joe Wagner built a 
fledgling wine operation 

into a major force in just a few short 
years. Last month he sold his Meiomi 
brand to Constellations Brands, further 
solidifying their position in the top three 
wine companies in the United States. 
Ironically, the astounding $315 million 
his brand fetched was just that – a brand 
name. Meiomi owns no prized vineyards, 
purchasing their grapes instead. Does this 
sound like a stereotypical 21st century 
asset-challenged company? Or just 
another case of a promising entrepreneur 
selling out to the rising tide of centralized 
capitalism?

Sandro Boscaini is the head of Masi 

Agricola, a famous Italian producer 
of an eponymous Amarone wine. 
Seeing an opportunity in today’s heady 
equity markets, last week he seized the 
opportunity for an initial public offering of 
his company’s stock. As the sixth generation 
progenitor of his family’s business, he 
decided to monetize a portion of the 
family’s wealth, presumably to continue 
to grow the tradition and quality of Masi 
wines. The valuation? Over $160 million. 
The ownership percentage retained by the 
Masi family, 80 percent. The funds raised 
for the benefit of the family’s shareholders, 
over $32 million. Here is an example of 
the optimization of a brand name, and the 
retention of the entrepreneurial spirit and 
control of the founding family.    

Corporate behemoths and wealthy 
entrepreneurs. They exist in all industries. 
A few hearty wine souls are pursuing 
divergent paths to attain their financial 
dream; capitalism continues to thrive 
through it all.  

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

What’s Trending in Exterior House Colors? Certainly Not White!

An Anecdotal Discussion of Capitalism and the Wine Industry 
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Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.

By Nick Antonaccio
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Here are some dining 
venues and dishes you 
should try not to miss 
this summer.

Mulino’s of 
Westchester, 99 Court 
Street, White Plains; 
914-761-1818. It is a 

multi-level dining room 
lush with flowers and outdoor fountain, 
which can be seen through a giant picture 
window. This restaurant has been lavishing 
itself on a discriminating upscale crowd 
since 1993 under the careful guidance of 
proprietor Louis Gigante. Let seasoned 
general manager ‘Gimmy’ Cavagna and 
has staff take you through such pleasures 
as the extraordinary Cold Seafood Platter, 
loaded with fresh chilled lobster, colossal 
U5 shrimp, Alaskan King Crab Legs, 
sweet lump crabmeat, east and west coast 
oysters, littleneck clams, Jonah crab claws, 
all beautifully decorated and served over 
crushed ice with three dipping sauces; 
Black Linguine with Baby Lobster Tails; 

Garganelli alla Carbonara, tossed with 
pancetta, eggs and parmigiano reggiano; 
Nodino di Vitello Valdostana, stuffed 
double cut veal chop; Dover Sole pan 
sautéed and de-boned; and the smooth 
house made Italian cheesecake. Open 
Monday through Saturday. Starting Sept. 
13, Mulino’s will be open on Sundays for 
brunch and dinner. Mulino’s Group also 
operates the new Mulino’s at Lake Isle 
Country Club, Eastchester, a state of the 
art catering facility. Municipal and valet 

parking. www.mulinosny.com.
Gaucho Grill, One North Broadway, 

White Plains; 914-437-9966. There 
is a delightful seasonal outdoor deck 
facing North Broadway. One of the most 
dynamic restaurants in Westchester, this 
Argentinean/Latin/Italian themed venue 
always offers vibrant food and atmosphere, 
casual yet sophisticated. Proprietors Alan 
Nussbaum and Maria Rubiano are amiable 
hosts who watch over this sprawling 225-
seat multi-faceted establishment with a 
diligent eye. There are private and semi-
private party facilities for up to 80 guests 
for all types of occasions. The private 
banquet room is beautifully appointed. 
Chef Angelo Magno’s specialties run the 
gamut from hefty steaks and chops, classic 
Italian dishes and beautifully plated Latin 
favorites. He would be 
delighted to customize your 
special event menu. The 
Technicolor Sunday Buffet 
Brunch is a sight to behold 
and enjoy. Daily Happy 
Hours in the bar/lounge 
keep things buzzing. Open 
7 days for lunch, dinner 
and Sunday brunch. Valet parking. www.
gauchogrillnewyork.com.

Trattoria Vivolo, 301 Halstead Ave., 
Harrison; 914-835-6199. Chef-owner and 
personable host Dean Vivolo of Trattoria 
Vivolo, serves his robust regional Italian 
cuisine out of a vintage diner just across 
from Harrison’s Metro-North station. Sit 
at the counter, tuck into a booth, or take a 
table in the rear greenhouse and enjoy the 
surprising contemporary and traditional 
flavors emanating from his kitchen: tasty 
thin-crusted pizza; fresh old-fashioned 
Meatballs and Sausage; great Linguini 
Vongole; Rabbit Cacciatore; Crostino di 
Polenta, topped with wild mushrooms, 
gorgonzola and tomato sauce; Lasagna 
Bolognese al Forno; Osso Buco, tender 
braised veal shank; occasional Roasted 
Porchetta; and warm fresh Zabaglione 
with fresh fruit for dessert. Good wine 
list. Sparkling lights evenings. Seasonal al 
fresco seating. Open 7 days. Free parking. 
www.trattoriavivolo.com.

Alex’s Bar & Grille, 577 North 
Broadway, N. White 
Plains; 914-358-
1444. Proprietor Alex 
Ahmetaj, a veteran 
of the restaurant-
hospitality field, updated 
the menu at his 120-
seat restaurant and bar/
lounge offering big cuts 
of aged steaks and chops 
along with generously 
served Northern Italian/
Continental fare. 
The staff brings years 
of experience and a 
European flair to White 
Plains. Customers enter 
the multi-section dining 

room through the inviting bar/lounge 
with its black industrial ceiling, banquets 
and soft lighting. The handsome dining 
room is split into cozy sections with 
white tablecloths, colorful deVelleneuve 
impressionist paintings and warming 
sconces. Mediterranean clay colored 
banquets and chairs compliment wooden 
walls and plush beige curtained windows. 
There is a seasonal outdoor deck facing 
North Broadway at the corner of Fisher 
Ave. Check out such summer specialties 
as: Pan Fried Calamari with hot cherry 
peppers, Linguini alla Vongole, a delicious 
fresh Branzino prepared tableside, classic 
Veal Parmigiana, grilled Filet Mignon, 
NY Sirloin Steak, or the Pork Chops. 
Save room for the house made Tiramisu 
or Cheesecake. Daily happy hours in the 

bar/lounge 4 to 7 p.m. www.
alexsbarandgrille.com.

Sofrito, 175 Main Street, 
White Plains; 914-428-
4740. There is a signature 
Latin sushi menu and 
the hot happy hours and 
nightlife sizzle. Host-owner 
J R Morales and his team 

brought Sofrito up from Manhattan in 
2011 and the place has become a must-stop 
on the Latin-themed dining and nightlife 
crawl. Try the Seafood Sancocho, Lobster 
& Corn Quesadilla, Grilled Rib Eye 
Taquitos, or Wild Mushroom & Spanish 
Manchego Potato Cheese Croquette; 
classic Mofongo, Pernil and Ropa Vieja; 
Spaghetti with shrimp or chicken, Broiled 
Lobster Tail, Cornish Hen a la Plancha, 
Grilled Filet Mignon with red wine cumin 
sauce, or Crispy Malanga Crusted Filet of 
Basa Fish. Save room for a dessert sampler 
for two or more. Check out the colorful 
specialty priced cocktails and appetizers 
at the bustling bar during the happy hours 
that run all afternoon to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Open seven days a week 
for lunch, dinner and Sunday brunch. 
Dancing and live entertainment schedule. 
Municipal and valet parking. www.
sofritowhiteplains.com.

Encore Bistro, 67 Purchase Street, 
Rye 914-481-8833; Encore Bistro, 22 
Chatsworth Ave., Larchmont 914-833-
1661. Two of my favorite French bistros 
in Westchester are the 
original Encore Bistro 
in Larchmont and the 
newest Encore in Rye, 
where they have been 
marking their first 
anniversary. Proprietor 
David Masliah and his 
team offer such hearty 
bistro favorites as: a 
colorful and delicious 
Tartin de Tomates, 
Moules Provencales, 
a fabulous Salade 
Parisienne, along with 
St. Jacques au buerre 
blance and Steak 

Frites as a main course. (It’s hard to stay 
away from their rendition sweetbreads, 
too.) Plates du Jour include: Monday, 
Crepes night; Tuesday, Mussels night; 
and Wednesdays, Tartar night offering a 
choice of steak, tuna, salmon, or scallops 
tartar. There is a Kids Menu, too. A 
relaxing a la carte Sunday brunch offers 
such additional dishes as: Oeufs Benedict; 
Pain Perdu, brioche French toast with 
warm berries; and Quiche du Jour served 
with mesclun salad. Great French fries 
here, the real thing. For dessert there 
are classic versions of Tarte Tatin and 
Profiteroles. There is a 3-course lunch for 
$14.50 served Monday through Saturday. 
Open seven days for lunch, dinner and 
Sunday brunch. Happy Hours: 5 to 7 p.m. 
weekdays. www.encore-bistro.com.

Morris Gut is a restaurant consultant 
and former restaurant trade magazine 
editor. He has been tracking and writing 
about the food and dining scene in greater 
Westchester for over 25 years. He may 
be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
.gutreactions@optonline.net)  

Summer Grazing

 By Morris Gut

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

A tasty treat at Gaucho Grill, White Plains 

Alex’s Bar & Grill, N. White Plains  Encore, Rye 

The fountain garden at Mulino’s, White Plains. 
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Saltaire Oyster Bar and Fish House to Open in Port Chester

Little Drunken Chef, a Tapas Eatery and Oyster Bar, Opens in Mount Kisco

By Jerry Eimbinder
Saltaire Oyster Bar and Fish House will 

complete a major renovation and open 
in late August in Port Chester, owner 
Leslie “Les” Barnes said during a recent 
interview. The restaurant is located in 
the Willet House Building, built by the 
Westchester Grain Company in 1903. “A 
building like this is a rare find,” Barnes 
pointed out. 

The menu will change daily, with its 
offerings determined to a large extent by 
the seafood purchased at the Fulton Fish 
Market in Hunts Point each morning 
before the sun rises. “I speak the language 

of salty fishmongers and oystermen,” 
Barnes said. “My father would wake me 
up at 3 a.m. to go to the fish market.”

“The timing is right to open Saltaire,” 

added Barnes, 59, who at 22 took over 
running London Lennie’s, a seafood 
institution in Rego Park, Queens, founded 
in 1959 by his father Leonard, an ex-sailor.

Joining the venture is Chef Bobby Will, 
who has relocated from the New England 
area to head up the kitchen.

Seafood towers of lobster, shrimp, 
clams, mussels and crab claws will 
range in size from Hook (small) to Line 
(medium) to Sinker (large). The oyster 
bar will offer a rotating lineup of 10 to 12 
in-season oysters. 

“Select” special dishes will include fried 
Point Judith calamari, Palmer Island skate 
wing, red snapper ceviche (with charred 
lime, Sorrel Verde, cashew-Yuca purée) 
and grilled octopus.

Non-seafood items will include rib eye 
steak and a burger with pickled Portobello.

Soup and salads will range from $9 

to $12, starters from $10 to $14, entrées 
typically from $15 to $32, and desserts 
from $7 to $10.

A New England Lobster Bake, served 
as a special on Sundays, comes with 
fingerling potatoes, corn, chorizo-fennel 
salad, and drawn butter. 

Cocktails display vivid creativity and 
include: The Goose is Loose (aperitif 
soaked kumquats poached in Sauvignon 
Blanc, prosecco, and orange bitters) and 
The Saltaire #2 on tap (vodka, cucumber 
juice, basil, yuzu and the restaurant says 
“salt air.” 

The mixologist is Clinton Terry.
Wine director Brad Haskel’s selections 

represent many parts of the globe with 
wine by the glass priced from $10 to $18. 
The beer program, the responsibility of 
Teagan Barnes, one of the owner’s four 
daughters, includes nine brews on tap and 

a rotating bottle list. 
Chef Bobby Will grew up in Ipswich (a 

coastal town north of Boston), and spent 
many afternoons searching for clams and 
mussels along the town’s Cranes Beach, as 
well as hunting deer and small game. His 
father was a seafood restaurant operator 
and while Will was in high school, he took 
culinary classes.

Following graduation from the 
Culinary Institute of America in Hyde 
Park, Will spent a year as Sous Chef at 
Boston’s Tremont 647, and then became 
Chef de Tournant at Gargoyles on the 
Square in Somerville, MA. Next, he 
joined Tryst Restaurant in Beverly, MA in 
2008 as Chef de Cuisine and in late 2011, 
moved to Atlantic Inn and Restaurant in 
New Shoreham, RI, as Executive Chef. 
Before coming to his current position, he 
was Executive Chef at Fathom Restaurant 
in Bar Harbor, ME. He plays guitar and 
trumpet and is a new resident of Port 
Chester.

The interior of the restaurant has 
exposed brick walls, wood beams and 30-
foot ceilings. The dining room walls are 
decorated with photos of fishermen at sea 
and antique fishing maps.

The restaurant opens for dinner seven 
days a week at 4:30 p.m. 

Saltaire Oyster Bar and Fish House 
is located at 55 Abendroth Avenue, 
Port Chester; 914-939-2425, www.
saltaireoysterbar.com.

Chef Bobby Will.

By Jerry Eimbinder
Bonnie Saran opened her fifth food 

venture in Mount Kisco on July 20th. 
“Little Drunken Chef ” is a tapas restaurant 
and oyster bar. The menu includes chilled 
and warm tapas, large plates, paella, salads, 

and international “street vendor” food. 
Many street-stall dishes were observed, 

tasted and studied by Saran while 
globetrotting through several continents. 
The localities whose food is represented 
include London, Istanbul, Korea, Morocco, 
Sri Lanka, and Vietnam. An expanded 
menu is planned for early September to 
include more tapas selections, sliders, and 

dishes from Malaysia and other countries.
The outside tables although in front of 

the restaurant are located in a recessed 
area offset from the street and sidewalk. 
Including the bar stools and outside table 
chairs, the restaurant seats 84.

Many of the tapas items on the menu are 
gluten-free including chilled peel-and-eat 
shrimp ($10), warm crispy potatoes with 
spicy red chili tomato sauce and bacon 
called Patatas Bravas  ($6) and Gambas Al 
Ajillo ($8). 

Smoked salmon and caviar served with 
a shot of vodka is one of Saran’s favorite 
chilled tapas dishes.  

Best-selling warm tapas include sautéed 
Palacio chorizo with fresh figs and thyme 
in red wine sauce ($7) and gluten-free 
Jamon and Manchego croquetas in 
Chipotle sauce ($6.50). Also popular are 
Moroccan wings ($8), eggplant and pulled 
pork buns ($6 each), falafel ($9), and lamb 
Shawarma ($9).

Four of Saran’s businesses are restaurants 
and one, Little Spice Bazaar, is a grocery 
with a beverage bar (including juices, 
smoothies and milkshakes), snacks and 
shelves full of loose spices, herbs, rice, 
beans, coffee, tea and specialty products 
such as health cleanses.  

Saran experienced traveling to different 
places and tasting new food early in her life 
because her army-career father relocated 
many times with his family throughout 
India. She learned about food preparation 
when she helped her mother who operated 
a catering business in New Delhi.

Saran earned a degree in finance and 
marketing at a New Delhi college and 
embarked on a marketing and promotion 
career when in her early 20s. 

In 2002, Saran came to America and had 
a disappointing meal at a pancake eatery 
(an IHOP). This prompted her to think 

about applying her knowledge of food 
service to the restaurant business. 

The name “Little Drunken Chef,” 
was chosen, Saran said, because many 
deep-into-the-night planning and 
brainstorming sessions for the new 
restaurant were conducted with some 
alcoholic sustenance.

Saran’s establishments are:
Little Kabab Station, 31 East Main Street, 

Mount Kisco (914-242-7000) opened in 
February 2011.

Little Spice Bazaar, 27 East Main Street, 
Mount Kisco (914-218-3333) introduced in 
February 2012.

Little Crêpe Street, 29 East Main Street, 
Mount Kisco (914-242-0200) started in 
December 2012.

Little Mumbai Market, 475 Bedford 
Road, Pleasantville (914-773-0500) opened 
its doors in September 2014.  

Little Drunken Chef, 36 East Main Street, 
Mount Kisco (914-242-8800).

Viktor Solarik, a Katonah architect and 
restaurant designer, is a partner at Little 
Drunken Chef and Little Crêpe Street.

A DJ entertains at Little Drunken Chef 
on Thursday through Saturday evenings 
from 10 p.m. to 1:30 a.m.  

Saltaire Oyster Bar and Fish House will open in 
Port Chester later this month.

Little Drunken Chef offers chilled and warm tapas 
on the menu.

Little Drunken Chef is located at 36 East Main 
Street, Mount Kisco.

Saltaire owner Les Barnes.
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 081115

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

HELP WANTED
KENT LIBRARY seeks an energetic, re-
sponsible Library Page, 3 hours a week, 
4-7pm on Tuesdays.Library experience 
preferred. $9 per hour. Please e-mail 
resume and/or letter of application to 
cdonick@KentLibrary.org and mention 
“Page” in  subject line.

CASHIER/COUNTER HELP.  BP Cor-
tlandt Manor. Store help needed part 
time.  Weekends a must. Looking for re-
liable and responsible candidates. Perfect 
for college students or retirees. Must be 
at least 21 years of age. Will train.  Call 
Yolanda (914) 755-0970

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and Cer-
tifications Running Bulldozers, Backhoes 
and Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement. 
VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-

chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

LAND FOR SALE
Lakefront Woodlands- Abuts State Land! 
43 acres- $219,900. Over 1,400 ft on un-
spoiled Adk lake! Beautiful woods, great 
hunting & fishing! Just west of Albany! 
888-701-7509 woodworthlakepreserve.
com So. Adirondack Lake Property! 111 
acres - $222,900 3 hrs NY City, 40 mins 
Albany! Great deer hunting, huge timber 
value! Pristine Lake! Call 888-905-8847 
woodworthlakepreserve.com

Adirondack Lakefront Cabin! 30 acres- 
$299,900 Newly remodeled main cabin, 
2 addíl camping cabins, 500 ft lakefront! 
3 hrs NY City,  hr Capital Region! Call 
888-479-3394 Tour at woodworthlakep-
reserve.com

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Joanne Smith 
Travel, LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 07/06/15.  Office location: 
Westchester County.  SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to Wil-
liam J. Florence, Jr., Esq., One Park Place, 
Suite 300, Peekskill, New York 10566.  
Purpose:  any lawful act or activity.

MISCELLANEOUS
CHECK ENGINE LIGHT ON - IN-
SPECTION OVERDUE. Call Gary 
(914) 539-6881
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 

MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 

home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call Jenni Today! 800-413-3479 
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

host.asse.com or email info@asse.com

Call Linda at (315) 591-0708
or Amy at 1-800-677-2773 (Toll Free)

To Place a  
Classified Ad 

Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail 

classifieds@the 
examinernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays  
at 5pm for  

the next week’s  
publication
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Wednesday, Aug. 12
White Plains Outdoor Market. Fresh 

food and produce from local farmers, plus 
specialty items; 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Court 
Street between Martine Avenue and Main 
Street, White Plains

TILI Shed. Take It or Leave It recycling 
at Gedney Yard, 87 Gedney Way, White 
Plains; 2 to 4p.m.

Dancing Under the Stars. Michael Tate 
3D Rhythm of Life-Latin Soul; 7 to 9 p.m. 
at Renaissance Plaza, White Plains.

“Learning to Drive.” An advance 
screening of this new film starring 
Patricia Clarkson and Ben Kingsley. 
Followed by a post-film discussion with 
the movie’s director Isabel Coixet with 
critic-in-residence Marshall Fine. The 
Picture House, 175 Wolfs Lane, Pelham. 
7:30 p.m. $12. Seniors and students: $10. 
Members: $6. Info and tickets: Visit www.
thepicturehouse.org.

Thursday, Aug. 13
Noonday Concert. Outdoor live 

musical performance at Renaissance 
Plaza, White Plains (Mamaroneck 
Avenue and Main Street) by Country Mist 
- Two Steppin. Sponsored by New York-
Presbyterian Westchester Division.

Greenburgh Concerts. If you enjoy 
listening to jazz, you will love the new 
urban Jazz in the Park Concert series 
sponsored by the Theodore Young 
Community Center every  Thursday 
through August 13. Admission is free, 
great food to purchase. The concerts are 
held outside –at Yosemite Park located 
behind the Theodore Young Community 
Center, 32 Manhattan Ave., Greenburgh. 
For info call 914-989-3600. Showtime:  7 
p.m. Aug 13 - Salomon Hicks.

“Xanadu.” Play Group Theater, 
Westchester’s theater for children and 
teens, presents this Tony-nominated 
musical featuring music and lyrics by 
Jeff Lynne and John Farrar. Based on the 
book by Douglas Carter Beane. Directed 
by Nathan Winkelstein with musical 
direction by Danny Bernstein. Mainstage 
Theater, 1 N. Broadway, Suite 111, White 

Plains. 7 p.m. $15. Seniors and children 
(under 12): $12. Info and tickets: 914-
946-4433 or visit. www.playgroup.org.

Saturday, Aug. 15
TILI Shed. Take It or Leave It recycling 

at Gedney Yard, 87 Gedney Way, White 
Plains; 9 a.m. to noon.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join guided 
trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat to help melt 
through the late winter ice. Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
11:30 a.m. Free. Every Saturday and 
Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Clear the Shelters. Part of a 
national initiative spearheaded by the 
NBCUniversal-owned television stations 
division, the event pairs television 
stations with animal shelters across the 
country to find new homes for homeless 
pets. Participating animal shelters and 
rescue organizations, including Posh Pets 
Rescue, waive all adoption fees. Petsmart, 
369 Tarrytown Rd., Greenburgh. 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Potential adopters should 
fill out an online entry form at www.
poshpetsrescue.org/applications

Gem Hunt. Come discover the 
treasures of the earth as we learn about 
notable and local gems and crystals. 
Each participant receives a geode to take 
home. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. Children five 
to seven years old at 11 a.m. Eight years 
old and up at 2 p.m. Members: $8 per 
person. Non-members: $12 per person. 
Info: Info: 914-723-3470  or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

ABsalute Gold. The definitive 
ABBA experience!   The authentic 
costumes,  choreography  and completely 
live stage show reflect the look and sound 
of ABBA’S live concerts of the 1970s and 
80s.  These four musical impersonators 
have captured the appearance, voices 
and mannerisms of Agnetha, Bjorn, 
Benny and Anni-Frid. Westchester 
Broadway Theatre, 1 Broadway Plaza, 
Elmsford. Dinner at 6:45 p.m. Show at 
8:30 p.m. $90 per person (plus tax). Info 
and tickets: 914-592-2222 or visit  www.
BroadwayTheatre.com.

Sunday, Aug. 16
41st Annual Jewish Music and 

Arts Festival. Musical entertainment, 
Israeli dancing by Camp Zeke, family 
entertainment including face painting and 
balloon artistry by Maria and children’s 
activities with PJ Library. Kosher food 
will be available for purchase and vendor 
exhibition will consist of Jewish art and 
Judaica. Rain or shine. Bring blankets or 
chairs for seating on the lawn. Kensico 
Dam Plaza, Valhalla. 12 to 6 p.m. Free. 
Info: Contact the Westchester Jewish 
Council at 914-328-7001 or e-mail Pam@
wjcouncil.org or Westchester Parks at 
914-864-PARK or visit www. parks.
westchestergov.com.

What’s the Buzz With Honeybees? 
Learn how and why honeybees are critical 
players in our lives and in the global 
economy. Includes a tasting of local 
honey. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: 
$5 per person. Non-members: $8 per 
person. Info: Info: 914-723-3470  or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Monday, Aug. 17
Wild Encounters Story Time. Nature 

discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests 
or landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is 
spent outdoors. For children three to 
five years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 
per child. Non-member: $12 per child. 
Every Monday. Info: 914-723-3470  or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Ongoing Events
Storywalk at Bryant-Mamaroneck 

Park. Co-sponsored by the White Plains 
Recreation & Parks Dept. and the White 
Plains Public Library, an exciting initiative 
that combines a children’s story with a 
nature walk through White Plains’ newest 
park. Children follow the pages of a story 
as they walk along the path. The stories 
change every 6-8 weeks.  Featured book 
through Monday August 31 is “Mr. King’s 
Things” by Genevieve Cote. Mr. King 
likes new things. When his stuff gets the 
slightest bit old, he just tosses it into the 
pond. But when a pond monster frightens 
Mr. King, he must think of new ways to 
deal with old messes - with delightful 
results. Municipal parking available at 
the Mamaroneck Ave. lot behind Dunkin 
Donuts.

Summer at Playland. Friday Night 
Fireworks are back, choreographed to 

music, beginning at 9:15 p.m. and will 
run every Friday through September 4. 
Admission for the fireworks is free for 
Westchester residents. Special $15 ride 
admission nights for those entering the 
park after 5 p.m. will take place every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
through Sept. 3. The price includes 
unlimited rides until closing. Playland’s 
summer daily entertainment schedule 
is in full swing, with the Kiddyland DJ, 
Katy’s Pop Princess Party, Superhero 
Power with Coaster the Dragon, and 
Funky Fairytales: Jack and the Beanstalk, 
all taking place in the Kiddyland section. 
Grab a seat in front of the Music Tower 
Theater stage to watch a lively song-
and-dance performance, “New York 
Days, Broadway Nights!” Show times are 
posted in the park. Regular admission 
prices: $30 unlimited rides; $20 Junior 
(under 48”) - Westchester residents 
with acceptable proof of residency are 
eligible for a $5 discount on these prices. 
Spectator admission (no rides) is free for 
Westchester County residents and $10 for 
non-residents.

Season Passes: $95 for unlimited 
rides all season, with a $15 discount for 
Westchester residents. Purchase four or 
more and save 10%; $35 for spectator 
admission all season (no rides), for non-
residents of Westchester County. Parking 
is $5 weekdays, $7 weekends and $10 on 
holidays, special events and concert days.

“Points of View From the Circle”. A 
group photography exhibit featuring an 
exciting mix of work from the members 
of RedCircle Photo Arts. The Upstream 
Gallery, 8 Main St., Hastings-on-Hudson. 
6 to 8 p.m. Free. Exhibit continues 
through Aug. 30. Info: 914-674-8548 or 
visit http://upstreamgallery.com.

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefits you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
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EX AMINER SPORTS
Brewskis Are the Queens of Women’s Softball, Dunne’s Quality Men’s Season
By Albert Coqueran

You have to give Michele Kilgallen 
credit. Kilgallen is the manager, coach and 
catcher for the newly sponsored Brewskis 
Softball Team in the White Plains 
Recreation Women’s Softball League.

Brewskis is the former Lazy Boy’s 
Saloon Women’s Softball team, who won 
the White Plains Recreation Women’s 
League Playoff Championship last season.

The Lazy Boy’s Saloon on Mamaroneck 
Avenue was sold after last year’s softball 
season. Consequentially, the new 
proprietor did not follow-up and sponsor 
the Women’s Softball team, which left Lazy 
Boy’s Championship team in jeopardy of 
not being able to defend their Title this 
season.

Furthermore, last year’s Lazy Boy’s 
Women’s team Manager and Head Coach 
stepped down, after having a baby during 
the offseason, which complicated the 
problem for the team to rejoin the White 
Plains Rec. League this year.

Nonetheless, Kilgallen, who is a die-
hard softball competitor, took on the 
responsibility to find a sponsor and 
manage and coach the team. Through 
networking with her family and friends, 
Kilgallen found Brewskis Bar and 
Restaurant on East Tremont Avenue 
in the Bronx, willing to sponsor her 
Championship team.

“Brewskis is a great sponsor; they paid 
for our shirts, as well as when we go back 
to the bar after games they give us free 
food, a meal for the entire team, they 
have been really amazing,” acknowledged 
Kilgallen.

It is said that “one man’s loss is another 
man’s gain.” Well the same can be said 
for softball sponsors in the case of Lazy 
Boy’s transition to Brewskis. The Brewskis 
Women’s Softball Team did not only 
takeover from where Lazy Boy’s left off 
last season, they stepped it up a notch.

Kilgallen is smiling at this time. After all 
her work to secure a new sponsor, getting 
her players to return to the team, while 
also adding new players and managing the 
schedule; her newly sponsored Brewskis 
squad is in First Place in the White Plains 
Recreation Women’s Softball League with 
a 12-1 record. 

In fact, Brewskis has won every game 
they played on the field of play this season. 
Their only loss came on a forfeit when a 
State of Emergency was issued due to a 
predicted rain storm, which never came 
to fruition. Under Kilgallen’s guidance, 
her players opted for safety and remained 
home.

“The one loss is a little regrettable for 
our record but when it comes to a human 
standing, I take the priority to make sure 
that everyone is home safe and take the 
forfeit,” said Kilgallen. “Whether the rains 
came or not, a State of Emergency is a 
State of Emergency and in my eyes people 

are more important then anything else,” 
emphasized Brewskis new Manager.

Brewskis success this season is more 
than remarkable, as they have risen to the 
top of the Women’s Softball League.  After 
beating Specs Tators, 8-3, on Thursday, 
Aug. 6, Brewskis is 12-1 and lead the 
Women’s Softball League by at least seven 
games.

Kilgallen, who is Brewskis catcher, has 
kept her team focused on the field and her 
battery mate pitcher Ginny Lentino, has 
kept opposing hitters off-stride the entire 
season. Lentino is 12-0 on the mound this 
year.

Kilgallen, also has added leftfielder 
Barbara “St. Martin” DePesa, in leftfield, 
who is a righty batting pull-hitter, whose 
defense is as competent as her bat. 
DePesa’s nickname “St. Martin” is derived 
from her many vacation excursions to the 
Caribbean Island. “The girls are playing 
hard, we are playing tough ball and we are 
holding our own and we are excited about 
the upcoming playoffs,” stated DePesa, 

who is hitting about 
.500 this season.

Brewskis will 
not be caught 
this season, as the 
former Lazy Boy’s 
Women’s Softball 
team will certainly 
go into the playoffs 
as the White Plains 
Recreation Women’s 
League Regular 
Season Champions. 

The only question 
that remains is 
whether Healy 
Electric, Vintage 
or Emmas will rise 
to the occasion 
and challenge 
Brewskis for that 
coveted White 
Plains Recreation 
Women’s Softball 
League Playoff 
Championship.
Dunne’s Pub Loses Manager and Pitcher 
Bill Davis, Jr.

Despite their loss to Riemans Auto 
Body, 12-5, on Thursday, Aug. 6, at Delfino 
Park; Dunnes Pub (9-
3) is having a quality 
season in the White 
Plains Recreation Men’s 
Thursday Night Softball 
League.

Dunne’s missed an 
opportunity to secure 
second place when 
they lost to Riemans 
on Thursday. Riemans 
(9-3) is playing well 
and have been surging 
in the Men’s Thursday 
Night standings. After 
Thursday’s contest, 
Dunne’s Pub and 
Riemans remain tied 
for second place with 

Mansion on Broadway (10-2) staying 
in first place, after beating Plus 40, in a 
seventh inning Mercy Rule finish, 18-7.

However, it cannot be discounted that 
Dunne’s is missing a valuable member of 
their team and line-up. Dunnes Manager 
and Pitcher Bill Davis, Jr. missed the game 
against Riemans on Thursday and will be 
out for the remainder of the season with a 
torn labrum. 

It will be up to longtime pitcher John 
Price, who started the Dunne’s Pub team 
with Bill Davis, Sr. over 15 years ago, 
to pitch Dunne’s into the playoffs and 
possibly win the Men’s Thursday Night 
Playoff Championship.

Bill Davis, Sr. who plays first base for 
Dunne’s, will take over as Manager. “We 
are having a great year but it is just with 
the rain make-ups that pushed back our 

season into September with vacations and 
a lot of our guys being football coaches, 
it hurts us a little towards the end of the 
year,” said Davis. “But we are ready to play 
anytime,” emphasized the Dunne’s leader.

Brewskis are the Queens of  the White Plains Recreation Women’s Softball League this season. After 
beating Specs Tators, 8-3, on Thursday, Aug. 6, they remain in first place with a 12-1 record.

 ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS

Brewskis Catherine Pasquale keeps her eye on the ball and slams a 
single against Specs Tators, on Thursday, at Gillie Park. Brewskis went 
on to beat Specs Tators, 8-3, and remain in first place in the White 
Plains Recreation Department Women’s Softball League. 

Brewskis pitcher Ginny Lentino has pitched all 12 
games for Brewskis this season. Lentino’s record 
is unblemished with 12 wins and no losses, as 
Brewskis only loss this season came on a forfeit, 
which brought their impressive record to 12-1.

Specs Tators second baseman Victoria Fogil (left) displays her ability to 
turn-two, as she executes a double-play against Brewskis. However, Fogil’s 
defense was not enough to hold down Brewskis offense, as the former Lazy 
Boy’s team beat Specs Tators, 8-3, on Thursday. 
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By Albert Coqueran
Since 2003, Elton 

Brand, who is 
undoubtedly the most 
prestigious basketball 
player in Peekskill 
High School history, 
returns home each year 
to conduct fitness and 
basketball clinics for 
children during Elton 
Brand Youth Day.

Brand’s charitable 
contributions each 
year to support the 
youth in Peekskill and 
Westchester County was 
spearheaded by his late 
mother Daisy Brand, 
who passed away, on 
July 1, 2014. 

However, Brand and 
his family did not miss 
a beat in continuing 
the legacy of his late mother by making 
certain that Elton Brand Youth Day went 
on as scheduled each year at his alma 
mater Peekskill High School.

On Saturday, Aug. 8, approximately 
300 children ranging from ages seven to 
15 years old participated in fitness and 
basketball clinics instructed by Brand, 
Peekskill High School Athletic Director 
Lou Panzanaro, members of the Peekskill 
H.S. Basketball Team and the Peekskill 
Police Department.

Elton Brand Youth Day is organized by 
Brand’s cousin Joyce Armstrong and her 
brother Brent Gamble, who have taken 
over the reigns from Elton’s beloved late 
mother Daisy, to make sure Elton Brand 

Youth Day still exists to support the youth 
in his hometown. 

“Yeah, I miss Mom. Not seeing her here 
and being a part of this, it really hurts me. 
I miss her so much. I know this is her gig, 
so continuing the legacy and keeping it 
going just feels good,” said Brand.

However, as the children enjoyed and 
appreciated the contributions of Brand 
and despite the fact that the NY Knicks 
contributed T-shirts to Elton Brand 
Youth Day; the afternoon was even more 
bittersweet, as after a 16-year career in the 
NBA, Brand announced his retirement. 

“The Knicks are giving out T-shirts,” 
Brand smiled. “I really appreciate that and 
I have always supported and wished the 
hometown team well. I could get in shape 

if I got the call but this looks like the end 
of the run for me, right now it is family 
time,” stated Brand.

Brand was the NBA’s number one Draft 
Pick in 1999, after playing two years at 
Duke University, where he was voted the 
National College Player of the Year. Brand 
was the NBA Co-Rookie of the Year in 
2000 and is a two-time NBA All-Star. He 
finishes his illustrious NBA career with 
the Atlanta Hawks, after playing with the 
Chicago Bulls (1999-2001), LA Clippers 
(2001-‘08), Philadelphia 76ers ( 2008-’12) 
and Dallas Mavericks (2012-’13).

Besides his dear late mother Daisy, who 
would understand better where Brand 
came from and the hard work that led 

to his NBA accomplishments, than his 
high school coach, the legendary Lou 
Panzanaro? “It is sad to see his career 
come to an end. But not many people 
make 16 years in the NBA and it begins to 
take a toll on the legs and the body. I am 
just thankful for the 16 years he did have 
and if this is the end so be it,” commented 
Panzanaro, who is presently the Red 
Devils Athletic Director.

Brand was accompanied to Elton 
Brand Youth Day by his wife Shahara, his 
son Elton, Jr. and his daughter Mahala. 
Another Peekskill High School basketball 
legend Mookie Jones (2008) was a guest 
speaker. Jones recently graduated after 
playing for Syracuse University.
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EX AMINER SPORTS
2015 Elton Brand Youth Day - Brand Announces Retirement from the NBA
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White Plains Little League Teams Setting Local Records
The Junior Division team from White 

Plains was one of six teams from New 
York that made it to the State Tournament 
after going undefeated and winning 
both the District 20 and Section 3 North 
Tournaments. They fought a tough battle 
in the State Tournament and played 

hard but lost the semi-final game by one 
run to the team from Massapequa. They 
finished third in the state. This team 
is the first Junior division team from 
White Plains to ever make it to the State  
Tournament level. 

The 11U division team had a similar 
run. The 11U 
team from White 
Plains was one of 
eight teams from 
New York that 
made it to the 
State Tournament 
after going 
undefeated and 
winning both the 
District 20 and 
Section 3 North 
To u r n a m e n t s . 
They fought a 

tough battle 
in the State 

Tournament and 
played hard but lost 
their last game 6-4 
to the team from 
Auburn. This 11U 
team was also the 
first 11U team from 
White Plains to ever 
make it into the 
State Tournament. 
They finished sixth  
in the State. 

While White 
Plains didn’t take 

home a State title this year. They brought 
home memories to last a lifetime and a 
love for the game of baseball. Champions 
always in our eyes. 

Champions of  the Junior League.

Cheering on the White Plains champions.

As Elton Brand (back row center) spends time with family and friends and conducts a basketball clinic for 
children during the 2015 Elton Brand Day at Peekskill High School, the crowd called for one more year, 
as Brand announced his retirement from the NBA, after a 16-year career. 

 Artie McGriff, Jr. (front right) manages a nervous smile as he joins his 
uncle NBA star Elton Brand (left) and his father Artie McGriff, Sr. who is 
Brand’s brother, during a photo opportunity at the 2015 Elton Brand 
Youth Day at Peekskill H.S. on Saturday, Aug. 8. 

 Ten to 11-year-old champions.
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