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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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By Isabella Fitzgerald
Westchester County Executive Rob 

Astorino released a four-point plan last 
Tuesday in hopes of strengthening Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s “Enough is Enough” 
proposal that seeks to better protect 
victims of sexual assault on college 
campuses throughout the state.

Astorino was joined at Manhattanville 
College by Montrose resident Sarah 
Tubbs, a SUNY Stony Brook graduate 
and a victim of an on-campus rape, law 
enforcement officials, sexual assault 
victim advocates and Putnam County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell to formally 
announce the plan. continued on page 2
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By Rick Pezzullo
Three days after joining an expanding 

field of candidates seeking the Republican 
nomination for president, George Pataki 
returned to his Peekskill roots Sunday to 
join longtime friends and supporters who 
believe he can make it to the White House.

Several hundred people jammed into 
the Lincoln Depot Museum – where 
President Abraham Lincoln stopped to 
make a brief speech in 1861 – to hear the 
equally lanky Pataki, who has never lost an 
election, proclaim why he should be taken 
seriously.

“I’m home,” Pataki declared to a throng 
of delirious, sign-waving believers. 

“Wherever I am, wherever I go, this is 
home. This is where my values were 
formed. This is where my heart is. I know 
the greatness of this country. We have to 
take this country back.”

Pataki, 69, grew up on a family farm in 
Peekskill. He was elected mayor in 1981, 
before being elected as an assemblyman, 
state senator and then governor, where he 
served three terms, before leaving office in 
2006. Each time, Pataki was considered an 
underdog, which he jokingly referenced.

“If you look at his history, people 
have always underestimated his ability 
to win elections,” said former Peekskill 

continued on page 2

County Executive Rob Astorino proposed how 
current state legislation addressing on-campus 
sexual assaults can be improved. 

The rain held off  for most of  Sunday afternoon giving the 53rd White Plains Outdoor Arts Festival the better part of  a beautiful summer weekend. The festival was 
well attended both days with proceeds from booth sales generating $14,000 in college scholarships for White Plains High School Seniors. The top scholarship 
prize, in the amount of  $4,000, was awarded to WPHS Senior Max Crawley. Max is already an award-winning artist, having won the City of  White Plains reusable 
bag design contest in 2012 and the Katonah Museum of Art’s invitation design contest for its 2015 Young Artists exhibition. Additionally, three scholarships in 
the amount of  $2,500 each were given to Devan Lawrence, Martina Poppe, and Julio Santos, a $1,500 scholarship was awarded to Arya Vasudevan, and $1,000 
was given to John O’Shea.

ISAbELLA FITzgERALD PHOTO

By Pat Casey
White Plains Department of Public 

Works Commissioner Joseph (Bud) 
Nicoletti was  let go from his job last 
week during a special meeting of the 
Common Council on Wednesday at 
9:30 p.m.

The announcement of the Resolution 
and vote on the termination of Nicoletti 
was made at about 2:45 p.m. the same 
afternoon. It specifically stated that 
Joseph Nicoletti Jr. was to be removed 
as Commissioner of Public Works from 
the City of White Plains according to 
Section  20 of the city’s charter, which 
relates to employee resignations and 
removal.

Having heard of the imminent 
dismissal of a popular city commissioner, 
several resident groups within White 
Plains began circulating emails to get 
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Astorino Urges for Stronger College Campus Sexual Assault Bill

Former NY Governor Pataki Returns Home for Presidential Campaign Rally
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continued from page 1

“Colleges have a right to create their 
own code of personal conduct for 
students, but they no longer should 
be defining and adjudicating crimes,” 
Astorino said. “That should be left to 
police and district attorneys.” 

The sexual assault bill proposed by 
Cuomo is currently before the state 
legislature but would still allow colleges 
and universities to conduct sexual assault 
investigations and adjudicate the matters.

George Longworth, the Westchester 
Department of Public Safety 
commissioner, said police should be 
handling sexual assault cases. 

“Violent crimes should and must be 
handled by law enforcement,” Longworth 

said. “And when you are dealing with 
sexual assaults there is a fast-closing 
window for preserving the integrity of the 
evidence. All the more reason to call the 
police immediately.” 

Astorino’s plan calls for a college or 
university employee to be charged with 
a Class B misdemeanor if he or she has 
knowledge of an alleged sexual assault 
and fails to report the matter to local law 
enforcement authorities.

It also requires colleges and universities 
to provide an independent victim 
advocate for students by having the 
schools enter into formal agreements 
with state-certified rape crisis agencies. 
Promotion of these services on campuses 

would be mandatory, as well as providing 
information for students at the beginning 
of the school year. 

Another point is to enhance training 
of local police departments free of 
charge. The program, which Astorino 
called  “Start by Believing” training, is 
so law enforcement officials have greater 
sensitivity and knowledge on how to 
deal properly with sexual assault victims. 
Locally, the county’s police academy 
would provide this enhanced training 
offered by the Westchester County 
Department of Public Safety, Astorino 
said.

He also wants to see his proposed 
Victim’s Bill of Rights incorporated into 

the state legislation. It addresses topics 
such as appropriate interactions among 
local authorities, colleges and victims and 
establishes protocols on rape test kits.

In addition, Astorino asked that the 
county pay $20,000 to train advocates of 
sexual assault victims in Westchester. 

Tubbs said she strongly supports 
Astorino’s efforts to seek justice against 
perpetrators of sexual assault after she 
said her own college failed her following 
her rape on campus. SUNY Stony Brook 
has yet to release the report of a rape test 
kit from her attack about two years ago. 

“Something needs to change,” Tubbs 
said. “I do think this gives the opportunity 
for victims to be more supported.” 

Mayor Vincent Vesce, who served as a 
councilman during Pataki’s time as mayor. 
“He’s proven to be a very honest guy and 
a guy people warm up to very quickly. 
He’s very articulate. He’s very sincere. He 
cares a great deal about this nation. I think 
he’s a longshot right now but he’s been a 
longshot in the past.”

Current Peekskill Mayor Frank Catalina 
said Pataki has “a knack for timing” when 
choosing what elected offices to seek.

“Those of us who know him know 
don’t count him out,” Catalina said. “I 

think there’s a path, certain things have 
to happen. I think George Pataki is 
exactly what this country needs. It would 
be amazing to have the president of the 
United States right here in Peekskill.”

In a four-minute video released 
last Thursday that officially kicked off 
his campaign, Pataki spoke about his 
beginnings in politics.

“When I was elected mayor the last 
thing in the world I thought of was that 
someday I could be governor of New York 
State. I was this unknown person from 

Peekskill, not exactly Manhattan or New 
York City,” he said. 

“America has a big decision to make 
about who we are going to be and what we 
are going to stand for. If we are to flourish 
as people, we have to fall in love with 
America again. We are all in this together. 
We, the people, can make a difference. 
When we stand together, we as Americans 
can accomplish anything.”

With 15 other Republicans actively or 
considering running for the party nod, 
former Peekskill mayor and current 
Westchester County Legislator John Testa 
said Pataki “has the ability to stand out and 
move into the top tier of candidates.”

“We all have seen what he can make 
happen then,” Testa said. “We know he has 
been contemplating this decision to run 
for some time so for him to move forward 
is exciting. If the rest of the country gets to 
know the George Pataki we know he will 
do well. His record as an elected official 
and track record of campaigning are 
second to none.”

Deb Milone, executive director of the 
Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber of 
Commerce, said Pataki’s candidacy would 
provide an opportunity for Peekskill to 
showcase itself.

“Peekskill has a special place in 

political history. Our small community 
has produced senior statesmen at the 
local, state and national levels, as well as 
the notable achievement of having the 
first African-American Mayor (Richard 
Jackson) of a city in New York State,” 
she said. “Then there’s the story of a 
hometown kid named George Pataki 
who made it all the way to the Governor’s 
Mansion. Now, with Pataki’s sights set on 
the White House, regardless of politics, his 
presidential run will put Peekskill into the 
national spotlight.”

Pataki was accompanied at the rally by 
his wife, Libby, who is Putnam County’s 
director of tourism. The couple now lives 
in Garrison. 

Pataki is currently Of Counsel with 
Chadbourne & Parke LLP, and president 
of the Pataki-Cahill Group, which works 
in energy, infrastructure and clean tech.
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george Pataki addresses supporters at a campaign rally Sunday at the Lincoln Depot Museum in Peekskill.
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School Officials to State: Wait to Get Education Bill Right
By Janine Bowen

With only weeks left in the current 
state legislative session, Westchester 
and Putnam school officials are urging 
lawmakers to halt the proposed Education 
Transformation Act of 2015. 

At a press conference last Thursday at 
Harrison High School, parents and school 
officials from more than 40 districts 
across the two counties demanded the 
immediate suspension of Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s recent education bill, which in 
part deals with teacher evaluations, the 
use of state testing and teacher tenure. 
A group of local superintendents is also 
asking that the state use experts to develop 
a high quality and research-based teacher 
evaluation system. 

“School superintendents…are in favor of 
rigorous accountability. They’re in favor of 
meaningful kinds of assessments for kids,” 
said Harrison Schools Superintendent 
Louis Wool. “What we’re not in favor of is 
this misguided, misinformed, completely 
misaligned-from-research reform that we 
have been forced to follow. It is unfair, it’s 
ineffective and today we said no more.”

A panel of superintendents from six 
Westchester districts referred to the 
current education situation as a “crisis” 
detrimental to students that will negatively 
alter the teaching profession. Wool said 
state tests, which will count for at least 
half of a teacher’s Annual Professional 
Performance Review (APPR) score under 
Cuomo’s reform, are given too much 
weight. 

Wool recalled his experience as a 
teacher, which focused on interaction 
with students, lesson planning and 
collaboration with colleagues and parents. 
Now a teacher’s effectiveness will be rated 
on state test scores and two observation 
periods, he said. 

Under the system, which educators 
said is flawed, teachers can be rated as 
ineffective, developing, effective or highly 
effective. New teachers who receive a 
score of ineffective or developing for two 
consecutive years would automatically be 
fired.

Superintendents at Thursday’s press 
conference noted that multiple tools 
must be used to evaluate a teacher’s 
effectiveness. A previous recommendation 
was made to include conferences, student 
surveys and student projects but Cuomo’s 
legislation excludes those criteria from 
consideration.

Pleasantville Superintendent of Schools 
Mary Fox-Alter explained that the current 
system uses preordained conclusions. 
When superintendents, parents and 
teachers have made comments, their 
words have been taken out of context in 
order to fit this conclusion, Fox-Alter said. 

She also stated that cut scores used 
to grade standardized tests are set up to 
guarantee a certain number of students 
will fail. 

Byram Hills Superintendent Dr. 
William Donahue noted that with so much 
emphasis placed on standardized tests, 
teachers would soon become accountable 
to Albany rather than parents. Educators 
fear the system would eliminate creativity 
and innovation in schools and teachers 
would stop encouraging students to take 
risks by enrolling in challenging classes 
because their performance could be 
detrimental to a teacher’s career. 

“No one is going to be willing to try 
something new, try something different, 
to put students into opportunities that 
they haven’t had before because the worry 
and the fear is going to be dramatic for 
them,” said Ardsley Superintendent 
Lauren Allen. 

Donahue said the changes would 
ultimately have an impact on property 
values, which are closely tied to the 
quality of public schools. 

Parents noted that greater emphasis on 
testing is already negatively impacting 
the youngest students. Lisa Eggert-Litvin, 
co-chair of the New York Suburban 
Consortium for Public Education and 
co-president of the Hastings-on-Hudson 
PTSA, said there’s been a reduction 
in school playtime for kindergartners 
because more time is needed to focus on 
testing. 

“What we are hearing, especially at the 
elementary level, is children saying ‘I don’t 
want to go to school, I don’t like it,’” she 
said. 

More than 200,000 parents statewide 
exercised their option to keep their 
children from sitting for the state ELA 
and Math tests in April. Valhalla School 
District Superintendent Dr. Brenda Myers 
said officials have been told that the opt-
out won’t affect APPR scores, which runs 
counter to research and common sense 
regarding data usage. 

Wool said that while superintendents 
will continue to follow policies 
implemented by government, they have a 
responsibility to advocate against policies 
they disagree with. Superintendents are 
urging residents to send letters to their 
state officials and educate friends and 
neighbors about the issues. Residents are 
also being asked to sign an online petition 
calling on elected officials to suspend and 
amend the Education Transformation 
Act. The petition, which can be accessed 
by visiting HYPERLINK “http://bit.ly/
GetItRightNY”http://bit.ly/GetItRightNY, 
had more than 600 signatures at the time 
of the press conference. 

Several New York legislators are 
already supporting suspension of the 
Education Transformation Act. Although 

local state representative were unable 
to attend Thursday’s event, they sent a 
representative, Nancy Fisher, to speak on 
their behalf. Reading from a statement 
penned by lawmakers from Westchester, 
Dutchess, Putnam and Suffolk counties, 
including Westchester Assembly members 
Tom Abinanti, Amy Paulin and David 
Buchwald, Fisher said they support a one-
year delay in the implementation of new 
state Education Department regulations 
and call for a research-based evaluation 
system that utilizes multiple types of 
student data. 

“Allowing for a delay gives the legislature 
the time to create a meaningful teacher/
principal evaluation system without going 
through multiple unnecessary stages,” 
Fisher said. 

Stephen Jambor, president of the 
Brewster Board of Education, said he 
believes it will take at least two years to 
create a proper teacher evaluation system 
and collect enough data to prove that it is 
effective and fair. 

“The people of New York need to 
put the burden of proof back in Albany 
before they start rolling out any more 
of this Mickey Mouse stuff because it’s 
causing children--our children--to suffer 
unnecessarily, and that’s not the purpose 
of education,” Jambor said.
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year
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JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135

MAHOPAC:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-248-5556

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

By Pat Casey
Matt Fiorillo, President and CEO of 

Ballard-Durand Funeral and Cremation 
Services is very excited about the newest 
member of his staff. Her name is Lulu. She 
is a Golden Doodle, a trained and certified 
therapy dog, and the first funeral therapy 
dog to be working in Westchester County.

“Lulu is an amazing animal,” Fiorillo 
said in a recent interview. “Not only is she 
very intelligent, she is highly intuitive.”

The breed mix is Golden Retriever with 
Standard Poodle. She comes to White 
Plains via Florida where she was trained 
to be a therapy dog and follows the lead 
of service dogs often used in health care 
settings such as hospitals and nursing 
homes and for people suffering from Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder. The result is 
a charming “comfort companion” who 
graces the Ballard-Durand Funeral Home 
in White Plains and offers families the 
unconditional love that only “Man’s Best 
Friend” can give. 

“The human need for touch can be 
simply obtained by stroking her head with 
your hand,” Fiorillo explained. “She seems 
to know exactly who she can approach 
and offers herself to be petted.”

Lulu has been at Ballard Durand for 
about three months. She has a subtle 
presence, there if you request her services, 
gentle with strangers and children. Lulu’s 

post is in the main hallway of the home 
where she greets visitors, although she is 
allowed to wander. There are little jars of 
treats in several areas to engage her.

Fiorillo said he got the idea to add a 

therapy dog to the funeral home two years 
ago when he was stuck at the airport trying 
to get back to New York from Florida.

“Flights were delayed. Flights were 
cancelled. Everyone was in a horrible 
mood and then a woman walks by with 
a Maltese and everyone wanted to pet the 
dog. It had a calming affect on the whole 
crowd.”

“I also noticed that when the tragic 
shootings occurred in Newtown, Conn. 
therapy dogs converged on the city,” 
Fiorillo added.

Lulu is shorthaired and hypo allergenic 

– important to Fiorillo for both her work 
at the funeral home but also at home with 
the family.

“I wanted to get a family dog said 
Fiorillo. The fact that I get to bring her 
to work every day is an added bonus. She 
had training to be a service dog for a year 
and now I am her official handler. We’ve 
become partners.”

To view a short video about Lulu visit:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7Rw3G5X_
Y4. Ballard-Durand Funeral Home is 
located at 2 Maple Ave., White Plains; 
914-949-0566.

Lulu is the new service dog at ballard-Durand 
Funeral Home.

Lulu saying a prayer.
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By Pat Casey
Just in time for Independence Day, 

the Daughters of Liberty Legacy, an 
organization founded by Daughters of 
the American Revolution and dedicated 
to promoting the importance of local 
history, has organized two trolley tours of 
White Plains historic locations relevant to 
the American Revolutionary War.

The trolley tour will include the sites 
of the court house where the Declaration 
of Independence was read for the first 
time in 1776, the battlefield of the Battle 
of White Plains, and the Miller house in 
Valhalla where Washington stopped the 
British from advancing north. 

A Colonial re-enactor, playing the role 
of Mrs. Ann Fisher Miller, who lived in 
the historic Miller house, will conduct 
the tour. Included is a private tour of 
historic Purdy house by the White Plains 
Historical Society.

Debra Palazzo, co-founder of Daughters 
of Liberty Legacy, explained that she had 
discovered she had a distant relative who 
fought during the Revolutionary War 
but that she could not locate tangible 
evidence because records had been lost or 
not maintained.

“Once a piece of history is lost it is gone 
forever,” she said. “We have made it our 

goal to preserve as much history as we 
can.”

One of Palazzo’s main concerns is 
preservation of the Miller house and the 
telling of the story of Ann Fisher Miller 
who the Daughters of the American 

Revolution have recognized as a Patriot. 
Ann Miller’s husband, Patriot Elijah 

Miller and their two sons were killed 
during the Revolutionary War, Palazzo 
explained. “She was a widow who 
continued to serve, allowing her home 
to be used as a meeting place for generals 
and soldiers, a hospital and her property 
a battlefield. She was a strong woman who 

led a tough life.”
Proceeds from the June 28 Trolley Tour 

will help cover costs for a burial stone 
that has been commissioned for Ann 
Fisher Miller to be placed on her grave at 
the historic graveyard at the Presbyterian 
Church in White Plains.

For over 100 years no one knew where 
Ann Miller was buried until it was 
recently discovered that she was laid to 
rest near her family in White Plains.

The replacement stone will read: In 
memory of Ann Fisher wife of Elijah 
Miller who died June 13 AD 1819 Aged 
91 years 3 months and 5 days.

Suggested donation for the Trolley 
Tour is $50 per person with all proceeds 
going to historic preservation. The 
trolley is reminiscent of an older vehicle 
featuring a natural oak interior with large 
windows. Seating is limited to 20 people 
per tour, which makes reservations a 
must.

The tours on Sunday, June 28 begin at 
Jacob Purdy House, 60 Park Ave., White 
Plains. Tour 1 at 2 p.m. and Tour 2 at 3:30 
p.m. Light refreshments are included.

Tickets are available at facebook.
com/daughtersoflibertyslegacy or by 
contacting debra@daughtersofliberty.
com or calling 914-495-3631.

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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continued from page 3
Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL

Daughters of Liberty Legacy Trolley Tours Promote Importance of Local History

“Daughters of 
the American 

Revolution have 
recognized Ann 
Fisher Miller as  

a Patriot.” 

Colonial re-enactor Mrs. Ann Miller will talk 
about what life was like for women during the 
Revolutionary War during the Daughters of  Liberty 
Legacy Trolley Tours through Historic White Plains 
on Sunday, June 28.
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Police Blotter
Westchester County DA’s Office

Manslaughter. Carla Scott (DOB 
5/10/80) of Mount Vernon was arraigned 
in County Court on a four-count 
indictment charging her with; one count 

of Leaving 
the Scene of 
an Accident 
which resulted 
in a death; 
and one count 
of Criminal 
Possession of a 
Weapon relating 
to the death of 
Glynis Pinto.

On April 18 at approximately 5:27 
p.m., the defendant, who was parked at 
the corner of Warburton and Babcock 
Avenues in Yonkers, drove her 2009 
Mercedes Benz striking the victim, 
Glynis Pinto, who was standing in front 
of her car.  

As a result, Pinto was launched onto 
the car’s hood. The defendant continued 
to drive with Pinto hanging onto the 
hood for about 30 yards, until Pinto was 
thrust backwards onto the road, and both 
wheels on the right side of the vehicle ran 
over her resulting in multiple fractures 
and internal injuries causing her death.

The defendant fled the scene. 
The defendant was arrested on April 

22 after a joint effort by the Westchester 
County District Attorneys office, the 
Yonkers police department and FBI 
developed information regarding the 
defendant’s whereabouts.

The defendant’s remand was continued. 
The case was adjourned to June 9th, 2015.

Scott faces a maximum sentence of 25 
years in state prison.

Greenburgh Police Department
Grand Larceny. On May 18 police 

responded to Cooper Electric in 
Elmsford for a report of fraud. The 
manager said a customer came into 
the store multiple times wearing his 
company uniform and made purchases 
charging them to his employer’s account, 
New York Solar Farms. The manager 
later learned that the customer had been 
fired from his job previous to making the 
purchases and was no longer authorized 
to use the company account. Officers 
confirmed the offender’s identity and 
further discovered that he had been to 
various Cooper Electric locations and 
had made orders and left with property 
totaling at least $14,000. Local police 
agencies in Newburgh and Berganfield 
had been contacted to report similar 
incidents involving Cooper Electric. The 
Cooper Electric store manager decided to 
press charges and was advised to pull all 
records of transactions and any possible 
videos of the incidents reported. At time 
of completion of the report, the offending 
customer was taken in for questioning by 
police in Fairview, New Jersey. 

Criminal Mischief. On May 16 police 
were told about damage made to a car that 
had been parked overnight in a Hartsdale 
municipal lot. The caller reported that 
her husband had parked the car on 
Saturday May 16 at approx. 4 p.m. On 
May 17 at approx. 9 a.m. when she went 
to her vehicle she noticed it had been 
vandalized. A windshield wiper blade 
had been bent and there were several 
scratches (key marks) to the driver’s side 
door. The victim said she had no known 
enemies nor could she remember an 
altercation that would provoke such an 
incident. Then she said that when they 
had parked her children had opened 
the car door into another car. A middle-
aged white woman seated in that car 
(possibly a mini van) had become angry. 
No words were exchanged. Canvass of the 
area revealed no camera surveillance or  
the mini van in question. No suspects at 
this time.

Criminal Tampering. On the 
afternoon of May 18, a manager at 
the Chase Bank, 660 S. Central Ave. 
contacted Police Headquarters to report 
that an elderly man was escorted into the 
bank by an unknown male attempting to 
retrieve money for alleged vehicle repair 
work. When police arrived, the elderly 
victim said that when he was exiting the 
A&P Supermarket on S. Central Ave., he 
saw a man standing by his car and the 
front passenger side fender was hanging 
off. The victim said he did not believe 
there was any damage when he parked 
the car. The unknown male advised him 
that he should not drive with his vehicle 
in that condition and that he would be 
willing to repair it for him. After the 
male allegedly repaired the vehicle by 
securing the fender with a wood screw 
and adding a white pasty substance to 
the front of the vehicle, he requested 
that he be paid $700 for his services. 
The victim did not have any money on 
him and drove to the Chase Bank in the 
neighboring shopping center to retrieve 
money. He was followed by the male, who 
drove a tan colored sedan. Both parties 
entered the bank. When they approached 
the teller, the unknown male requested 
$1200 as payment from the victim. The 
bank teller suspected that there may be 
some type of suspicious transaction and 
asked the victim to step into her office. 
The unknown male was then questioned 
and began walking out of the Bank in an 
unknown direction. He was described as: 
Indian male, 5’-5”, medium build, dark 
complexion, mid 30s or 40s, wearing a 
gray cap and a striped button up shirt, 
with a strong odor of cigarettes on him. 
He had provided a name and phone 
number but when called, the number was 
out of service. A search of the parking 
lots produced negative results. Video 
surveillance footage is available upon 
request from Chase Corporate Security. 
The victim wished to only document the 

incident at this time. 

Physical Dispute. On May 20 police 
were called to the area of Juniper Hill 
Rd./Midway Rd. to assist responding 
units regarding a physical dispute on a 
school bus. While canvassing the area 
officers observed two boys walking near 
Tarrytown Rd./Rosemont Blvd. that fit 
the description of the subjects involved in 
the altercation. The officers approached 
the subjects and inquired about the 
physical dispute. One of the boys said that 
he was involved in a physical altercation 
on the school bus, in retaliation for an 
ongoing matter involving his girlfriend. 
He said he did not have any injuries and 
did not wish to further pursue the matter. 
The other boy advised that his only 
involvement in the incident was to break 
up the fight. Police then checked on the 
second boy involved in the fight who said 
he was not injured and did not wish to 
pursue the matter further. 

Larceny. On May 20 police responded 
to the Shop Rite Supermarket on S. 
Central Avenue for a report of a stolen 
wallet. The victim said that when she went 
to check out and pay for her groceries 
she noticed her wallet was missing. The 
victim also reported that a female had 
asked her to reach for pretzels on one of 
the store aisles. While helping this other 
shopper the victim left her pocketbook 
unattended in the shopping cart. The 
store manager said he would contact loss 
prevention to review video footage of the 
check out lane the victim utilized and the 
aisle where she reached for the pretzels to 
see if the larceny was captured on camera.

Grand Larceny. On the evening of 
May 20 officers responded to Saks 5th 
Ave. on Tarrytown Road for a report that 
two black males had entered the store, 
grabbed nine Prada hand bags, and had 
run out of the store fleeing in a burgundy 
BMW sedan that was parked on Fulton 
Street near the store with a third party, 
the driver. A witness to the crime 
described the two black males as being in 
their 20s. A partial New York State license 
plate number was retrieved. The area was 
canvassed by officers and security video 
footage was requested. 

DWI. During the early morning hours 
of May 21, officers observed a vehicle 
traveling southbound on Central Avenue 
in the right lane of traffic. The driver 
of the vehicle was unable to maintain 
the lane and after about a half mile the 
vehicle moved into the left lane without 
properly signaling. A traffic stop was 
conducted. John, the driver, admitted 
that he was driving from TGI Fridays 
restaurant and that he had consumed 
two beers while there. John had glassy 
eyes, slow and slightly slurred speech 
and avoided direct eye contact with the 
officers. He was asked to step out of the 

vehicle in order to perform Standardized 
Field Sobriety Tests. Upon exiting, John 
fell out of the vehicle hanging on to the 
side of the truck. He continued to hold 
onto the truck as he walked behind 
it. Once he let go of the truck, he was 
unsteady and unable to keep his balance. 
He was administered three Standardized 
Field Sobriety Tests, which he failed. John 
was taken into custody and was held and 
processed at police headquarters where 
he agreed to submit to a chemical breath 
test. John admitted to having more than 
just the two beers at Fridays. He was 
given an appearance date and released to 
a relative.

Internet Fraud. On the afternoon 
of May 21, officers were dispatched to 
the offices of a local Internet company 
where the owner reported that he had 
received about five phone calls from 
unknown people in Miami, all inquiring 
about checks they had received from his 
company. The company owner advised 
the unknown callers that he did not send 
anyone his company checks and that they 
were fraudulent. One of the callers said 
she had responded to an Internet ad on 
Career Builders.com that posted a job 
for a “Personal Assistant.” The unknown 
advertiser sent the job applicant a check 
via Federal Express and told her to 
deposit it, and take some of the money as 
partial payment of her salary. The check 
was for $3,400 and had the Internet 
company owner’s information and his 
signature. The job applicant had the 
online advertiser’s email address, which 
she submitted. The company owner was 
also contacted by his bank (Wells Fargo) 
about the fraudulent checks. The account 
was closed and the company owner 
advised by the bank that he suffered no 
monetary loss.

Property Damage. On the afternoon 
of May 21, police officers responded to a 
Scarsdale residence where the property 
owner reported that he had arrived home 
from work and noticed one of the rear 
French Doors was completely shattered, 
but the glass remained intact. Officers 
observed a point of impact on one of 
the lower left panels. The homeowner 
confirmed that a lawn care company had 
mowed the grass that day. It appeared 
that the damage was accidental caused 
by a pebble from a lawn mower or weed 
whacker. The point of impact was not 
close to where someone would be able to 
reach the handle to open the door. The 
other exterior windows of the residence 
all appeared intact. The residence is 
equipped with an alarm system but it was 
not armed at the time of the incident. 
Nothing further at this time.

SMALL NEWS  
IS BIG NEWS
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Beba’s Boutique, White Plains

White Plains DPW Commissioner Ousted by Council
continued from page 1
people to the meeting to try and stop the 
vote. The meeting was heavily attended. 
Several residents who had spoken with 
Nicoletti during the day indicated he was 
surprised and upset about the decision to 
let him go, although media reports quote 
Mayor Tom Roach saying that Nicoletti 
had the opportunity to resign but chose 
not to do so.

Nicoletti showed up in Council 
Chambers minutes before the vote to 
remove him from his job took place.

Shortly after 9:30 p.m. Mayor Tom 
Roach released this statement:  “I have 
worked with Commissioner Nicoletti for 
many years and appreciate his service to 
the City, but have decided, in consultation 
with the Council, that it is time for a 
change. This decision was not made 
lightly, but I am confident it is in the best 
interest of the City and its residents. I 
thank Commissioner Nicoletti for his 
years of service and wish him well.”

Despite the mayor’s comments, two 
Council members voted “No.” 

Milagros Lecuona and Dennis Krolian 
spoke strongly in support of Nicoletti and 
against firing him. They also indicated 

that they had not heard anything about 
the proposed resolution until the 
announcement of the special meeting that 
afternoon.

A $45,000 independent audit of the 
Department of Public Works by Matrix 
Consulting Group, completed in March 
and commissioned by the Common 
Council is said to have been the impetus 
for the decision to oust Nicoletti.

According to an article published by 
The Journal News the report repeatedly 
cited a lack of proactive planning and 

communication on the part of the DPW 
Commissioner that resulted in delayed 
projects and an increased reliance on 
staff overtime – findings that do not bode 
well for a city trying to hold the line on 
departmental budgets.

When the Proposed White Plains 
Budget for 2015-16 was released earlier 
this spring, Budget Director Michael 
Genito indicated that because of state 
mandated costs,  the  tax cap, and 
disappointing revenues, it was becoming 
increasingly more difficult for the city 
to find places to cut costs to balance the 
budget and keep spending and thereby 
property taxes down.

At the time the Council promised a 
line-byline analysis of every spending 
item in the budget.

No  discussion about why the decision 
to let Nicoletti go was forthcoming at the 
Wednesday night Council meeting nor 
was anything from this report quoted in 
the public forum.

In an interview Thursday, 
Councilwoman Milagros Lecuona said 
she had received the complete 215-page 
audit in March but had thought there 

would be open discussion among the 
Council members before any action was 
taken. She was completely surprised by 
what appeared to be a rushed meeting 
and continued to voice her support for 
Nicoletti. Lecuona also questioned the 
qualifications of Matrix Consulting 
because they had to hire an outside 
engineering consultant to complete the 
report.

An email from the Gedney Association 
thanked Nicoletti for over 30 years of 
service and demanded answers from the 
Mayor and Council about the timing of the 
Special Meeting and lack of explanation 
as to why Nicoletti was being let go.

Nicoletti is well known regionally for 
his work as an engineer, remaking city 
vehicles for efficiency, innovations in 
environmental technology and programs, 
and being “Green” long before it became 
popular.

Nicoletti said he will take vacation time 
and a retirement package. His position 
was terminated at the tally of the vote.

First Deputy Commissioner of Public 
Works Rick Hope is now Acting DPW 
Commissioner in White Plains.

 Joseph (bud) Nicoletti Jr. former White Plains 
Commissioner of  DPW during a recent regional 
sustainability committee meeting.

By Pat Casey
It’s all about baubles, bangles and beads 

at Beba’s Boutique, 206 Martine Ave., 
White Plains, where for very reasonable 
prices you can find the perfect accessory 
for any occasion.

We met up with Matina Rentoulis 
and her mother last week at the shop 

where the two have partnered to bring a 
wide-range of jewelry, scarves, hats and 
other accessories to shoppers looking 
to accessorize a prom or cocktail dress, 
wedding ensemble, work suit, or to simply 
jazz up an everyday outfit before heading 
out to the social scene in White Plains’ 
downtown.

The store has been open for six months 
and has already attracted many customers 
who return often to see what’s new. 
Matina brings in new stock regularly, 
about every three weeks, and will  
feature what’s trending in the store’s front 

window display.
Beba is Matina’s nickname. It means 

“Baby Girl” in Greek and is what Matina 
was called when growing up. The name 
gives the boutique a certain charm.

Matina said she did not set out to find a 
career in fashion accessories. Like a 
lot of young women she went 
the academic route at college 
and found herself offering tips 
on “what to wear with what,” 
how to “mix and match,” 
and when the opportunity 
presented itself she took the 
step to create a business.

It’s certain that her customers appreciate 
her know-how.

When you first step into the boutique, 

it’s like finding a treasure trove. Matina 
has the jewelry organized by color, which 
helps both her and the customer to find 
what they are looking for. As you walk 
around the displays, it’s difficult to resist 

the different jewelry styles – and with 
the prices being so reasonable, you really 
don’t have to.

“I often have customers who bring in 
a swatch of cloth or photo of an outfit 
they want to accessorize. We walk over 

to the color area that seems 
to match best and find just 
the right thing,” Matina 
explained. Her customers 
are all ages, ranging from 
teens to senior citizens.

On the fashion edge 
and trending are “Evil 
Eye” and “Hamsa” hands 

as necklaces, bracelets and rings. Floral 
necklaces make a bold statement and 
there are several choice pieces featuring 

turquoise and coral combinations.
Tassels are everywhere; on 

earrings, necklaces and bracelets 
in any color you can imagine – 
and there are some pretty pearl 
necklaces with a stylish tassel 
attached to make a chic and 
colorful addition.

“Bellybutton earrings for 
pierced ears featuring a cubic 
zirconia or crystal stud with 
another stone or two or three 
attached to the backing create an 
interesting look with the added 
stones cuffing the ear,” Matina 

said, showing off some pretty sets. 
“We also have studs with a pearl in the 
front and the back – great for wearing 
with an up-do.”

Most of the pieces come in yellow, 
white and rose gold tones. There are some 

semiprecious stones but for the most part 
the pieces are costume jewelry.

There are also numerous scarves in 
lightweight fabrics with pretty patterns, 
which can be worn instead of necklaces.

“We sold a lot of scarves this spring,” 
Matina said.

The price range for items in the store 
is $5 to $50 and Matina offers 15 percent 
off to students. Everything you purchase 
is wrapped in pretty little boxes, placed in 
tissue and set in a designer shopping bag 
– perfect for gifts.

During the White Plains BID sidewalk 
sale on Sunday, June 28, Beba’s will have 
a table and will offer 10 percent off to 
customers who have a BID card.

Beba’s Boutique is open Tuesday 
through Saturday from 11:30 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Closed Sunday and Monday. Tel: 
914-437-7733; visit www.facebook.com/
bebasboutiqueny/.

Business
of the 
Week

Turquoise and coral costume necklace.

 Amethyst colored stone bracelet.

Matina shows off  some of the jewelry displayed on one wall 
of  beba’s boutique in White Plains.
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Plan to Protect College Students from Sexual Violence Does More Harm than Good

Commercial Building Energy 
Efficiency Seminar June 11th

Westchester BOL Awards Jandon Scholarships  
to Local High School Students

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 

editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 

editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. 

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide 

their name, address and contact 
information. 

“All too often we see good intentions 
gone awry.” These were County Executive 
Rob Astorino’s words criticizing Governor 
Cuomo’s legislation to expand SUNY’s 
sexual assault policies to all colleges – 
public and private – throughout New 
York. Mr. Astorino then unveiled his own 
four-point proposal to crack down on 
campus sexual violence. But the reality is, 
while his strategy is well intentioned, the 
plan is problematic, misguided, and could 
cause great harm to students, rather than 
protect them.

Mr. Astorino’s policy would require 
college employees to immediately turn 
over student records of rape or sexual 
assault to law enforcement, with or without 
the victim’s consent. This mandatory 
reporting would force survivors into a 
criminal justice system that so often fails 
victims of sexual violence. 

Rape and sexual assault are already 
the most under-reported crimes in 
the country.  However, when they  are 
reported, only one quarter of them lead 
to arrest, a fifth to prosecution, of which 
half of  those  actually result in felony 
convictions.   For many survivors, the 
fear of reporting their cases to police -- 
only to have them ultimately dismissed, 
and then become targets of potentially 
dangerous retaliation themselves – is very 
real.  Survivors also point out that when 
they do report their attacks, they are often 
met with skepticism from the criminal 
justice system. Many are also reluctant to 
put themselves through re-traumatizing 
investigations and trials that could take 
years to resolve.

Schools, on the other hand, are required 
under Title IX of the federal civil rights 

law to take up every student complaint for 
investigation and adjudication.  National 
outcry from angry student activists and 
government reports has highlighted 
colleges failing to live up to their 
obligations under Title IX.   However, 
dependency on a criminal justice system 
that historically shortchanges survivors 
should not be used in place of much-
needed substantive reforms to schools’ 
policies.

By tying a school’s response to police 
action, many survivors may decide not 
to report at all, creating an even more 
dangerous playing field for perpetrators 
who can go on to attack other victims 
because they have not been identified 
or caught.  Schools will also not have 
received the information they need to 
put safety action plans in place to protect 
their communities. 

Victims of any assault need to feel 
control over their bodies – and the power 
to make their own decisions. By stripping 
away the ability to decide how to proceed, 
by forcing a police report without their 
consent, this loss of control is perpetuated, 
thereby adding to further trauma. 

Mr. Astorino’s mandatory reporting 
proposal also enables discriminatory 
attitudes towards gender-based 
violence victims in direct contrast to 
the purpose of Title IX, which prohibits 
sex discrimination in federally funded 
activities, including schools.  His plan 
infantilizes victims of rape and sexual 
assault, most of whom are women and 
girls, by implying that the system “knows 
what is best” for them.  Mandatory 
reporting is the norm for protecting 
children, the elderly, and persons with 

disabilities from abuse.  However, an adult 
female student victim is just as capable 
of reporting violence against herself as 
an adult male student who experiences 
mugging or another adult non-student 
victim of violence, neither of whose 
report would be mandatorily furnished to 
police.  

Mr. Astorino’s other proposals to add 
an independent victims’ advocate to 
shepherd them through the aftermath 
of their ordeal, the police sensitivity 
training to build trust and cooperation 
with survivors, and most points of the 
Victims’ Bill of Rights – minus the 
compulsory criminal investigation -- are 
commendable. However, his solution to 
rid college campuses of violent offenders 
and keep the communities safe will not 
work as long as mandatory reporting 
requirements are included in it. 

Instead, better solutions include calling 
for tougher enforcement of schools’ 
Title IX obligations; providing multiple 
reporting options allowing survivors to 
feel more comfortable in coming forward 
to willingly report their own cases;  and 
passing consent education requirements 
for middle and high school students. 

Survivors, students, and advocates 
across the country have been shouting 
that mandatory reporting laws do not 
work in the college scenario. Mr. Astorino 
claims he wants to protect students and 
support survivors – he should listen to 
what they are saying.

–Commentary by Lisa Hofflich, 
President of the Westchester Chapter of the 

National Organization for Women

Atlantic Westchester will present a 
commercial building energy efficiency 
seminar on  Thursday, June 11 from  8 
to 10:30 a.m. at 1133 Westchester Ave, 
White Plains. 

Bud Hammer, President of Atlantic 
Westchester;  Bonnie Hagen, Chief 
Operating Officer of Bright Energy 
Services;  and Mick Gilbert, Business 
Development Manager of Con Edison 
will educate attendees on how to consume 
energy intelligently and efficiently, 
and how to best  take advantage of the 

unprecedented incentives and tax credits 
currently available.

Topics will include: History of energy 
efficiency and current direction; Available 
tax credits; Energy retrofit process; Con 
Edison’s Demand Management Program; 
Energy auditing, benchmarking and 
retrofitting; Benefits of LED lighting.

Along with the seminar, a light 
breakfast and a Q&A session will take 
place.

To register visit: http://aw-
energyefficiency.eventbrite.com 

The Westchester County Board of 
Legislators awarded Jandon Foundation 
Scholarships to 15 Westchester high 
school students last week.

The $12,000 awards are scholarships 
funded over the students’ four years of 
college for academic achievers whose 
families meet financial eligibility 
guidelines.

The Jandon Foundation is a private 
foundation created by Jane and Donald 
Cecil of Harrison. The Cecils funded 
the Mount Vernon “I Have a Dream” 
program in 1987 and began funding the 
Neuberger Museum of Arts “Writing 
Through the Arts” Program in 1993. 
The Jandon Scholars program began as 
a public-private partnership in 2000. To 

date over 200 students have been awarded 
the scholarship. 

This year’s White Plains High School 
winners are: Reyna Chavarria (attending 
SUNY Cobbleskill), Alisa Choubay 
(attending Fordham University), and 
Maria Garcia (attending Mercy College).

Letters Policy
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Obituaries

Today’s headlines 
are ripe with 
stories of political 
and business 
corruption. Hardly 
a day goes by 
without hearing 
a breaking story 
of another alleged 

corrupt politician or 
poor conduct by the “leaders” of industry. 
These stories are as abundant as weeds 
choking off the bounty of the just. Is it 
really a surprise or a revelation today? 
Many of our elected leaders in Albany are 
stepping down after being charged with 
corruption – using their public office for 
self enrichment. 

Just recently Preet Bharara, U.S 
Attorney for the Southern District of 

New York, fined Westchester Medical 
Center $18.8 million for misconduct for 
improperly charging Medicare.

We are fortunate to have such a zealot 
champion of organizational ethics. It 
would be a fair and empirical observation 
to state that corruption is 
on the rise in America, and 
the good guys rarely make 
it to the upper echelons of 
leadership. A casual Internet 
search will confirm that 
America is not in the top ten 
of ethical countries. 

In terms of our elected officials, we 
are all a bit culpable by voting for such 
candidates and not demanding more 
from them. 

Politicians who seek votes to be elected 
to an office often do not serve their 

constituents but serve themselves and 
their cronies. This certainly is nothing 
new, but in recent times has reached 
alarming proportions. It is evident that 
many of our “leaders” lack organizational 
ethics and leadership, finding it ever more 

difficult to discern between 
their private interests and the 
public good.  

Socrates in his writings on 
ethics and leadership said 
it best: “Every action has its 
pleasures and its price.” 

Preet Bharara certainly made this point 
when he made WMC pay the high price 
for the pleasure of a lapse of discretion 
and ethics.  It would be fair not to slight 
Aristotle, who stated: “Character is the 
basis of leadership.” Regretfully this 
philosophy fell along with the Greek 

world and is rarely emulated in America 
today.

Regretfully, when such lapses of ethics 
occur it is the innocent who fund the 
indiscretions. In the case of WMC it was 
the taxpayers, employees and patients of 
Westchester County who paid the price. 

In cases when a prominent organization 
is fined because of a lack of ethics on the 
part of its CEO, it would be fair to pose the 
question: “Where was the organizational 
stewardship?” If it was not present at the 
CEO level then certainly the Board of 
Directors must take some responsibility. 
Was the WMC Board of Directors aware 
of the ethics breach? Did they support it? 
Or ,were asleep at the wheel? 

Richard Cirulli is a retired Healthcare 
Executive and Professor of business and 
economics.

The Innocent Bystander
A Question of Ethics and Leadership in the Hudson Valley

Guest 
Column

By Richard Cirulli  

Stephen Booth
Stephen A. Booth passed away 

peacefully May 27 at the age of 62 after 
a long battle with illness. Steve was a 
veteran technology journalist before the 
term was invented, well respected for his 
fair, objective, and thorough coverage 
of the consumer electronics industry. 
While much of his sterling career was 
spent working for Consumer Electronics 
Daily, Steve also served as editor-in-chief 
of Video Review magazine and as a staff 
editor with Popular Mechanics magazine. 
Steve’s byline also appeared in many other 
publications, including Rolling Stone 
and Popular Science. Steve is fondly 
remembered by his friends and colleagues 
at CES Publishing where he worked early 
in his career.

Born in Manhattan’s Greenwich Village, 
Steve lived in Dobbs Ferry and Hartsdale 
in recent decades. Steve’s passionate 
love of baseball was well known and he 
served as coach and board member of the 
Elmsford Little League for 17 years. Steve 
is a graduate of Cardinal Spellman High 
School and New York University where 
he developed a lifelong interest in history. 
Steve is survived by Jody Booth and their 
two beloved sons, James and Daniel, his 
brother Thomas and sister Vicky and 
her husband Robert Whitaker and their 
children Robert and Matthew.

Virginia Fusicllo
Virginia C. Fusicllo passed away on 

May 26. She was 73. Born on Aug. 1, 
1941 in White Plains to Henry and Helen 
(Burns) Clay. Both parents predeceased 
her. Virginia worked at the Westchester 
County Dept. of Social Services in the 
Medicaid division for over 42 years, 

retiring in March of 2014.
Virginia is survived by one son David 

(Robin) Tamburro of West Harrison and 
one sister Barbara Mauriello of White 
Plains. 

Gaetano Troiano
Gaetano Troiano, 92, of West Harrison, 

died May 25. He was born October 15, 
1922 in Italy to Angelarose DiMarino and 
Rocco Troiano. He served in the US Army 
during WWII. For 29 years until his 
retirement on January 1, 1987, Gaetano 
was the owner of T & T Deli on Lake St. 
in White Plains and was a member of the 
Italian American Club and the Mutual 
Club in West Harrison.

On February 1, 1948 Gaetano married 
Anna Cipriano in Mt. Vernon. She 
predeceased him in 2000.

Gaetano is survived by his sons Rocco 
(Jacqueline), Nicholas (Rose Marie) and 
Joseph (Carine) Troiano, his brother Nick 
Troiano, sisters Catherine DiMarino and 
Mary Delfico, seven grandchildren and 
four great grandchildren. 

Susanne Jeraci
Susanne Jeraci, a lifelong resident of 

White Plains, died May 25 at home after a 
long illness. She was 53 years old. Susanne 
was born on March 6, 1962, daughter of 
the late Cosimo and Julia Jeraci. She is 
survived by her loving husband Michael 
Palmieri, and her three children; Juliana, 
Michael, and Matthew Palmieri. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to Shelter 
Box,www.shelterbox.org. 

Advertise in  
The White Plains Examiner  
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When I was 
younger I drank 
wine to be sociable, 
to be used as a prop 
for an engaging 
conversation, either 
with the other sex 
or with friends 

seeking to engage the other sex. And of 
course when I was even younger, I drank 
for the sake of getting a buzz at the lowest 
cost. 

As I matured (chronologically), I 
transitioned to enjoying wine for its 
ethereal qualities. Through trial and error 
I developed my personal preferences for 
aromas, flavors and balance.

After many years of honing my 
personal preferences, I now possess a 
trained palate that instinctively discerns 
the components of a glass of wine. I’ve 
also learned the techniques in evaluating 
the characteristics and nuances of a glass 
of wine when first assessing it. Some are 
subtle; others are rather flamboyant. 

To the typical tippler, these seemingly 
unorthodox techniques raise questions 
in their minds of the sanity of self-
proclaimed oenophiles. But rather 
than intending to be supercilious or 
intentionally ostentatious, there is a 

specific rationale behind each gesture and 
gesticulation I’ve learned over the years.

A freshly opened bottle of wine reacts 
and responds to its new environment – but 
not without difficulty. To fully appreciate 
the wine, to quickly release its aromas and 
flavors, and to fully enjoy 
its bouquet and taste, it is 
helpful to provide assistance 
to the poured wine. 

Connoisseurs approach 
a freshly poured glass 
with several unorthodox 
techniques:

Holding a glass high above 
one’s head and peering into 
the poured wine. The rationale: the color 
of a wine is the first indication of its body 
(the darker the color the more full bodied 
and vice versa). It also is a predictor of the 
stage of its life cycle. (Look for contrasting 
color on the edges of a poured red wine; a 
brownish hue indicates the wine may be 
oxidized or past its prime, or both.)

Vigorously swirling the wine on a 
surface like a whirling dervish. Corollary: 
vigorously twirling the glass in mid-
air. The rationale: while it may appear 
dangerous and a bit frivolous, this allows 
oxygen to enter the glass, provoking latent 
aromas to be released for evaluation 

and enjoyment. Warning: master this 
technique in the privacy of your home 
before attempting it in public. I have 
ruined several tablecloths over the years.

Inserting one’s nose deeply into the 
glass and loudly sniffing and inhaling 

the contents. The 
rationale: the aromas 
of wine number in 
the thousands. The 
olfactory senses capture 
and discern these 
aromas and provide 
a broad and deep 
appreciation for the 
wine before tasting. 

The closer one’s nose to the surface of the 
wine, the more the aromas waft into the 
nostrils and through the nasal passages. 
This technique provides the greatest 
measure of one’s opinion of the wine. 

Chewing before swallowing. An axiom 
I follow for wine, not just for food. The 
rationale: one’s tongue and mouth are 
the repositories of the sense of taste. 
To sip and swallow in one motion is to 
miss the experience of fully appreciating 
the flavors in wine. Instead, hold that 
sip in your mouth and slosh it around 
as if you are gargling. The wine will coat 
and be absorbed by your taste receptors. 

The sound of this in mixed company 
may initially be off-putting, but once 
you convince others of the merits of this 
technique, your slurping will be lost in the 
cacophony of the group’s ode to joy.

Breathe in, breathe out. Immediately 
after swallowing, an audible sound is 
made, similar to that when slowly sucking 
air through a straw. The rationale: when 
swallowing, wine passes through the 
nasal receptors in the rear of the mouth, 
providing another opportunity to savor 
the bouquet and aromas of the wine. 

Do the means justify the desired 
result? It depends on two considerations: 
your desire to enhance your drinking 
experience and refine your palate and 
your level of self-confidence as you subject 
yourself to quizzical stares.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
He also offers personalized wine tastings 
and wine travel services. Nick’s credo: 
continuous experimenting 
results in instinctive 
behavior. You can 
reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

Soon after I moved into my new 
residence at Trump Park in Yorktown, a 
neighbor named Dan Potter introduced 
himself to me as a retired New York City 
fireman. He said that he had read my 
column about Fireman Joe who instructed 
school children about fire safety in the 
home. 

Potter told me not to forget about 
seniors who have a much higher risk of 
dying from fire in their homes than the 
rest of the population and that he had 

done educational programs on the subject. 
This week we got together and I learned 

many new things, some surprising, 
including his personal history. 

Potter had been at the World Trade 
Center on Sept. 11, arriving between the 
times the first and second planes hit the 
towers. His wife, Jean, was working in 
Tower 1 on the 81st floor, and for some 

hours he didn’t know whether 
she had made it out of the 
building.  After searching at 
the site and at his apartment 
just a block away and not 
finding her, he collapsed on a 
bench in despair and a passing 
photographer captured the 
moment. That photograph 
appeared around the world 
and now is featured in the 9/11 
Memorial Museum next to 
Potter’s helmet with his ladder 
company number “31” which 
he wore that day.  

We started our interview 
with a quiz. “Do you know 
why Fire Prevention Week is 
the first week in October?” he 
asked. 

When I confessed that I 
had no idea, he informed me that it was 
enacted by Congress after the Great 
Chicago Fire, which burned Oct. 8-10, 
1871.  

He proceeded to talk about fire 
prevention.

“While most people have smoke 
detectors in their homes, the batteries are 
frequently dead,” Potter said. “Or they can 
be cooking, the alarm goes off, they might 
take them down, take the batteries out 
and not put them back.” 

But some really surprising information 
followed. “Citizens over 65 are twice 
as likely to die in a fire than the general 
population,” he said. “And once they reach 

85, they are five times as 
likely to die in a fire as the 
general population, and in 
the same room in which 
the fire starts. By that age, 
a senior’s mobility is slower, 
they don’t have the same 
sense of smell, they may be 
on medication and are not 
as alert, they may smoke in 
bed, they may be careless in 
their dress, be cooking and 
their clothes catch on fire…”

Potter’s next question 
caught me off guard. “Have 
you ever been in a fire?” 

“No,” I responded. 
“Do you think you really 

know what fire is?” Potter 
asked. “Do you think it has 
sound? Do you know how 

fast it is? How hot it is?” 
I didn’t have answers. He took out his 

computer and showed me a controlled 
demonstration of a sofa catching fire. 
Within 30 seconds there was intense heat. 
Within one minute there was no way 
that a person could stand. Within two 
minutes, the room was engulfed in flames 
and within three minutes there was total 
conflagration. All the while, there was 
silence, not the crackling of wood and the 
roar we would expect from a romantic 
fire.

“When we hear stories about expecting a 
parent to run back into a house to rescue a 
child, sadly the heat is so intense, so much 

more than anyone has ever experienced, it 
just doesn’t happen,” Potter said. 

There was one last sobering thought 
that Potter conveyed to me. When the 
Avalon, a large New Jersey condominium 
complex burned to the ground recently, it 
went very quickly. 

“Yes, that was a combustible building, 
stick-built of wood. In this day and age, it’s 
a wonder that multiunit buildings of that 
type are still allowed,” he said. 

I wondered about my building.
“It’s non-combustible, made of cement 

and steel,” Potter said.
It’s scary to consider the number of 

people who live in multiunit condos 
and apartments that are of combustible 
construction. I would urge readers to be 
aware of escape instructions. For those 
of you living in single-family dwellings, 
listen to your children who learn fire 
safety tips at school. Check every smoke 
detector in the house and be prepared in 
an emergency to get out!

For more information about fire safety, 
visit www.nfpa.org”www.nfpa.org.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com). His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog 
is: www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage 
the services of The Home Guru and his  
team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

By Nick Antonaccio

The Rationale Behind A Wine Snob’s Thought Process

Stunning Information About Exercising Fire Safety at Home
December 30, 2014 - January 5, 2015 The Examiner14

Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.

Dan Potter, a retired New York City fireman who 
responded on Sept. 11, with a photo of  himself  
that appeared worldwide.

bILL PRIMAVERA PHOTO
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 The Restaurant Examiner

The Great American BBQ Co. Returns for 2015 Season 

Westchester’s Most Delicious Dishes: The Flatbread at Café of Love

By Jerry Eimbinder
Restaurant-goers pursuing delicious 

barbecue will find many appealing 
attractions at The Great American BBQ 
Co. in White Plains, an eatery and a full-
service catering organization. 

The entrée list at the restaurant includes 
a sampler dish with an array of barbecue 
favorites: grilled salmon, sliced filet 
mignon and a pig roast for 15 or more 
patrons that requires 48-hour advance 
notice ($32.95 per person).

The off-premise catering function has 
separate menus; however, some of the 
dishes on the restaurant menu are also 
offered on the catering menu. Catering for 
20 to 3,000 people can be accommodated.

The Great American BBQ Co., which 
reopened for the summer Monday, is the 
next-door neighbor of sister restaurant 

Sam’s of Gedney Way. A seasonal 
operation, it returns each June and 
remains open through Labor Day. 

“We modified the menu for this season 
a bit, adding shakes, burgers, salads and 
vegetarian options,” said Executive Chef 
Joseph Sasso. “Most importantly, our 
barbecue sauce is now gluten-free, so 

now instead of needing two sauces, we 
are going to use just one. Same great taste 
without the gluten.”

The Taste it All Sampler is listed at 
the top of the restaurant’s entrée list 
and includes four taste-pleasing main 
portions, each of which is also available 
individually as an entrée. They are dry-
rubbed St. Louis ribs, braised beef brisket, 
Carolina pulled pork and barbecue 
chicken. The platter also includes locally 
grown buttered corn on the cob, cole slaw 
and house biscuit ($23.95).

Barbecue dishes are gently smoked for 
a short time but long enough to obtain a 
mild smoked flavor and then roasted. The 
pork, beef and chicken are brined (soaked 
in seasoned water overnight), rubbed with 
a blend of seasonings and spices, smoked 
lightly for two to three hours and roasted 
slowly at a low temperature, ranging in 
time for 12 hours for pork, eight hours for 
beef and two hours for chicken.

The menu includes barbecued shrimp 
tacos ($8.95), dry-rubbed wings ($9.95), 
chopped salad ($8.95), brisket sandwich 
($14.95), burgers with wedge-cut fries 
(starting at $15) and ice cream sundaes 
($5.95). Beverages include vanilla, 
chocolate or strawberry shakes ($7.50), 
shakes spiked with bourbon ($9.50), draft 

and craft beer, wine by the glass or bottle, 
nonalcoholic root beer and a Bootlegger 
21 Vodka lemon grapefruit juice drink 
($8).

Texas corn bites (local corn tossed with 
lime, cilantro, red chili flakes and grated 
cheese) is available as a side dish at $5.95. 
Sweet corn pudding is offered for $3. 

The pig roast dinner includes an 
appetizer, dessert and a beverage and is 
served table-side with corn pudding, cole 
slaw, house biscuits, corn bread, tortillas, 
salsa verde and pico di gallo. Beverages 
include coffee, tea, lemonade and soft 
drinks. A 20 percent service charge is 
added to the bill.

A sampler version of the pig roast 
dinner with a different main course 
instead of roast pig is available for $32.95 
with no minimum number of diners 
required. Patrons choose any three of the 
following items--St. Louis ribs, pulled 
pork, brisket, barbecued chicken and 
blackened salmon.

The items that are made in-house 
include barbecue sauce, cornbread, sweet 
corn pudding, baked beans, biscuits, chili, 
guacamole and wings.

A children’s menu is available with 
all-inclusive meals (entrée, dessert, soft 
drink) priced at $10.95. The entrée choices 
include a cheeseburger, all-beef hot dog, 
chicken fingers and pasta. 

The following recipes were provided  
by Sasso.

Corn bread (mini)
Yield: Two quarts
Ingredients:
Corn muffin mix, 1 quart
Shredded cheddar cheese, 1 pint
Heavy cream, 1/2 pint
Jalapeno, no seed, minced (1)
Chopped cilantro, 8 ounces
Poppy seed (sprinkle over mix),  

2 teaspoons

Instructions: Mix all ingredients. Use 
small corn molds. Heat molds first, 
spray pan and bake at 350 degrees for 
25 minutes. If you don’t have small corn 
molds, use any type of pan, but spray first.

Mango coleslaw
Yield: Two quarts
Step 1
Cabbage head (2)
Large shredded carrots (2)
Sugar, 1.5 quarts
Vinegar, salt and pepper
Step 2
Celery salt, 1 tablespoon
Celery seed, 3 tablespoons
Mayonnaise, 1 quart
Mango, 1 pint
Red pepper, julienne, 1 pint
Chopped parsley, 1/3 pint.
Instructions: Marinate cabbage for more 

than six hours. Squeeze out remaining 
liquid. Fold in mayonnaise, add mango, 
julienne red pepper and fresh parsley.

For catering information, contact 
Karen Herrero at 914-949-0978. A pig 
roast station is available at catered events.

The Great American BBQ Co. is open 
Monday through Saturday from 12 to 9 
p.m. and on Sundays from 4 to 9 p.m. It is 
located at 52 Gedney Way in White Plains. 
For more information, call 914-686-2277.

By Jerry Eimbinder
“Flatbread has our guests swooning,” 

said Leslie Lampert, the proprietress 
of Mount Kisco’s Café  of Love. “It’s a 
delicious mouthful for this time of year.” 

Lampert was referring to a new crunchy, 
caramelized, sweet and savory selection 
that can be eaten as a snack or as a main 
course.

“Chef Esvin’s tender tart pastry is the 
canvas for our basil-walnut pesto topped 
with sautéed mushrooms and onions,” 
Lampert said referring to Esvin Perez 
Garcia, who is also the pasta chef at 
Café of Love.

Contributing flavor and balance to this 
delightful, warm weather dish are a fluff 
of baby Amba Farms arugula, shaved 

Parmesan and candied garlic tops. The 
flatbread can be eaten by hand – break off 
one small piece at a time – taking care not 
to let the ingredients on top spill off. 

Cafe of Love sources many ingredients 
and products locally and stresses the 
importance of contributing to the 
neighborhood’s economic (and overall) 
health. It  is open for lunch and dinner 
every day except Monday and for brunch 
on Saturday and Sunday.

The Café of Love is located at 38 E. Main 
St. in Mount Kisco. For more information, 
call 914-242-1002.

The great American bbQ Co. in White Plains.
Cutting the opening-day ribbon at The great 
American bbQ Co. in White Plains.

Cornbread, cole slaw, corn on the cob and pulled 
pork is one of  the favorites at great American 
bbQ Co.

JERRY EIMbINDER PHOTOS

Savory flatbread at Mount Kisco’s Café of  Love.
JERRY EIMbINDER PHOTOS
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 060215

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR
To Place a Classified Ad 

Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline

 is Thursdays at 5pm for  
the next week’s publication

adoption
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides fi-
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or confi-
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

Warm, loving home for your precious 
baby. Much love, cherished forever. Ex-
penses paid. Legal/ confidential. Devoted 
married couple, Walt/Gina. Call for info: 
1-800-315-6957.

auCtions
VT Log Cabin on 18+/- Acres Foreclo-
sure Auction: June 26 2BR Log Home w/
Tree House, Detached Garage, Private, 
Wooded Location, Stream THCAuction.
com ï 1-800-634-7653

SULLIVAN COUNTY REAL PROPER-
TY TAX FORECLOSURE AUCTION- 
350+/- Properties June10+11 @10AM. 
Held at "The Sullivan" Route 17 Exit:109. 
800-243-0061 AAR Inc. & HAR Inc. Free 
brochure: www.NYSAuctions.com

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EvEnts
Rinaldi Flea Markets Open Every Sun-
day through October. 900 Dutchess 

Turnpike Poughkeepsie. See you there! 
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM

HElp WantEd
WAITRESS/WAITER & HOSTESS 
FOR BUSY DINER. Apply in person at 
Olympic Diner, Rt. 6, Mahopac. Ask for 
Nick.

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

in HomE pEt sittinG
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 
9 Hobby St., Pleasantville.

land For salE
UPSTATE NY LAND LIQUIDATION! 
Foreclosures, Short Sales, Abandoned 
Farms, Country Estate Liquidations. 
Country Tracts avg. over 10 acres from 
$12,900 Waterfront, streams, ponds, 
views, farmhouses! Terms avail! Call: 888-
905-8847 NOW! NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

lEGal notiCE
On April 27, 2015, the Board of Trustees 
of the Village of Pleasantville, Westches-
ter County, New York (the “Village”) 
adopted a Bond Resolution, a summary 
of which is published herewith, and the 
validity of the obligations authorized by 
such resolution may be hereafter con-
tested only if such obligations were autho-
rized for an object or purpose for which 
the Village is not authorized to expend 
money or the provisions of law which 
should have been complied with as of the 
date of publication of this notice were not 
substantially complied with, and an ac-
tion, suit or proceeding contesting such 
validity is commenced within twenty 
(20) days after the date of publication of 
this notice, or such obligations were au-
thorized in violation of the provisions of 
the New York State Constitution. Sum-
mary of Bond Resolution
 1. Class of Objects or Purposes – the 
purchase of machinery and apparatus to 
be used for constructing, reconstruct-
ing, repairing or maintaining Village im-
provements, including a dump truck and 
sweeper to be used by the Department 
of Public Works, the cost of each item of 
which is $30,000 or more.
2. Period of Probable Usefulness – fif-
teen (15) years.
3. Maximum Amount of Obligations 
to be Issued - the maximum amount of 
obligations to be issued for the objects or 

purposes described above is $425,000.
The Bond Resolution herein summarized 
shall be available for public inspection 
during normal business hours for twenty 
(20) days following the date of publication 
of this notice at the office of the Village 
Clerk of the Village of Pleasantville, 
Westchester County, New York.

misC For salE
KILL STINK BUGS! Harris Stink Bug 
Spray. Indoor/ Outdoor,  Odorless. Non-
Staining. Effective results begin after 
spray dries. Available: Hardware Stores, 
The Home Depot, homedepot.com

misCEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

vaCation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

vEndors
HAND CRAFTED ONLY for Nassau 
County's LARGEST family fair 29th 
yr†Attendance 120,000 +, 150-200 hand 
crafted vendors display. 9/19 & 9/20 
(516)†809-5892 bellmorecrafters@opton-
line.net

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

1-800-536-1401
Selling for 700+ Government Consignors, auctions closing nightly!

Washington County
Tax Foreclosed

Real Estate Auction
JUNE 13, 2015

Registration: 8:00 AM  •  Auction Starts: 10:00 AM

S A L E  L O C A T I O N :
Kingsbury Volunteer Hose Co. #1

3715 Burgoyne Ave., Hudson Falls, NY  12839

Property Catalogues available at: 
County Offices, 383 Broadway, Fort Edward, NY 12828

or Online at www.AuctionsInternational.com
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Here’s a big guy who 
likes to cook big. Chef 
Paul Caputo’s Chianti 
Ristorante in Tuckahoe is 
a bustling ode to Italian-
American cuisine served 
in generous style. The 
freestanding restaurant 
has been completely 

refurbished from the new cozy bar to the 
charming European-type bistro dining 
room, to new outdoor deck, which has 
reopened for the season. Watch for such 
popular events as traditional pig roasts, 
live entertainment and a Classic Car 
Motorcycle Show on Sunday, June 7.

Chef Caputo is a 37-year veteran 
restaurant cook and owner, having 
previously operated Gina Marie’s in Mt. 
Vernon and the former Bella Vita in 
Mohegan Lake. Over the years he has 
worked for a storied cast of kitchens from 
Rigoletto’s and Amici’s on Arthur Avenue 
in the Bronx to the original Valentino’s in 
Yonkers to the former Gregory’s in White 
Plains.

As you enter there is a small bar/lounge 
with seven seats as well as standing room. 
Two well-stocked wine cabinets greet 
you in the lobby area. There is a frosted 
glass divider between the bar and 50-seat 
dining room highlighted by tables dressed 

in beige and burgundy tablecloths, yellow 
bistro-type walls painted with grape vines, 
hanging paintings of European street 
scenes, and charming lace burgundy 
sconces. The outdoor patio, which is 
tented, is ready for spring and summer 
events like pig roasts, clam bakes and live 
music. 

Over on one wall in the dining room is 
inscribed: “Chi mangia bene, viva bene.” 
(If you eat well, you live well.) And, that’s 
the overriding philosophy here. Chef 
Caputo has a history of serving generous 
portions of fresh made-to-order food; 

‘family style’ some call it. At Chianti 
customers will also have the option of 
ordering individual sized portions as well, 
for some specialties, that is. And there are 
always plenty of doggie bags on hand.

Great hot and cold starters 
include: Seafood Salad, with 
shrimp, calamari, scungilli, 
scallops; Clams Oreganata, 
whole clams lightly breaded 
and broiled; a good Escarole 
and Beans soup; Stuffed 
Portobello Mushrooms with 
crabmeat, pancetta, spinach 
in cognac cream sauce; and Garlic Bread 
ala Casa, topped with potato croquette, 
tomato, basil and mozzarella. If you want 
a variety of tastes at one seating both the 
Hot and Cold Antipasto are the way to go. 

Al dente pasta dishes include: big 
bowls of classic Spaghetti and Meatballs; 
Linguine with red or white Clam Sauce; 
Rigatoni with Broccoli Rabe; Capellini 
Domenici, with ground sausage, fennel, 
chopped tomatoes and peas; and a trawler-
sized Zuppa Di Pescatore over Capellini, 
with mussels, clams, calamari, scallops, 
shrimp, scungilli and baby lobster tail.

Signature entrees include hearty 
versions of Veal, Chicken, Shrimp and 
Eggplant Parmigiana; Clams Possilipo in 
a fresh tomato, garlic and herb white wine 

or red sauce; Chicken Scarpariello, on the 
bone with garlic, lemon, vinegar peppers 
in a white wine sauce; Veal Vincenzo, 
bread cutlets topped with caramelized 
onions, broccoli rabe, dried cranberries, 
grilled Portobello mushrooms, topped 
with fresh mozzarella and roasted 
peppers; Mussels Marinara or Bianco, 
Prince Edward Island mussels in a red 
or white sauce; and Chicken Valdostano, 
breaded cutlet with prosciutto, fresh 
tomato, mushrooms, marsala wine, fresh 
herbs and mozzarella. 

Carnivores will enjoy the hefty steaks 

and chops: 16 oz. Steak Campagnola, 
shell steak with thin sliced potatoes, 
onions, peppers, and broccoli; 16 oz. Filet 
Mignon Gina Marie, with pears, raisins 
and prosciutto in a cognac cream sauce; 

Pork Chop alla Vesuvio, 
with cherry peppers, sliced 
potatoes and onions; and 
Chef Caputo’s extraordinary 
Veal Chop Valdostana, a 
double-cut veal chop with 
sautéed onions, peppers, 
mushrooms over thinly 
sliced potatoes. Most 

entrees come with fresh house salad and 
choice of ziti or linguini, potato croquette 
or mixed vegetables.

At lunch the house also prepares entrée-
sized salads, heroes and wraps. The huge 
two-fisted house burgers are unbelievable! 
For dessert check out the house made 
Italian Cheesecake, Chocolate Brownie 
and Chocolate Ravioli.

Special Hint: Weekly specials include a 
5-Course Meal for $30 per person plus tax 
& tip except Saturdays; complete 4-Course 
Dinners served Monday through Friday 
and Sundays for $19.95 per person; and 
a daily 4-Course Luncheon Special for 
$15.95 per person. A Children’s Menu is 
available starting at $7.50. 

Chianti Ristorante is located at 
174 Marbledale Road, Tuckahoe. The 
restaurant is open for lunch and dinner 
seven days a week, from noon to 10 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday; noon to 9 
p.m. Sundays. Main courses at lunch: 
$8.50 to $16.50. Dinner main courses: 
$12.50 to $38.50. Children’s menu from 
$6.50. Bar/lounge with TV and cocktails. 
On or off-premise catering. Major 
credit cards. Casual dress. Free parking. 
Reservations accepted for parties of six 
or more, otherwise first come first served.  
Phone: 914-346-8844. www.
ginamarieschianti.com. 

Broken Bow Brewery Hosts Classic Car 

Show. On Sunday, June 7 from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Broken Bow Brewery will sponsor a 
‘Classic Car Motorcyle Show’ on the same 
block as Chianti, at 173 Marbledale Road 
in Tuckahoe. You can do a tasting of the 
latest craft beers at Broken Bow and have 
a meal at Gina Marie’s. To register your 
car or motorcycle call Frankie T-Bird: 
914-588-0774, or Jim Livecchi: 914-
774-2655. For further info go to: www.
shiftmastersofwestchester.com. Broken 
Bow Brewery: 914-268-0900.

Morris Gut is a restaurant consultant 
and former restaurant trade magazine 
editor. He has been tracking and writing 
about the food and dining scene in greater 
Westchester for over 25 years. He may 
be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net. 

Big Italian Specialties at Gina Marie’s Chianti, Tuckahoe

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

 By Morris Gut

Chianti Ristorante, Tuckahoe.

broken bow brewery, Tuckahoe.

Paul Caputo and his wife gina Marie f  Chianti 
flank Lord & Taylor general manager Charles 
Mcguinness at a recent tasting.
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, June 2
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. Geoff Smith, 

attorney and advocate for affordable 
housing in Westchester will talk about 
where things stand now, and what must 
be done. For community planners to 
dismiss strategies for producing housing 
at the lower end of the income spectrum 
as not economically feasible frustrates 
federal funding requirements to identify 
and overcome impediments to fair and 
affordable housing. Learn what we can do 
to fight for adequate housing as a human 
right. Please join us. No reservations are 
needed.  Presentation is 6 to 7 p.m. Food 
ordering starts at 5:30 p.m. Dorry’s Diner, 
468 Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains; 
914-682-0005.

Wednesday, June 3
TILI Shed. The White Plains Take It or 

Leave It Shed is open 2 to 4 p.m. Located 
at the Gedney Recycling Yard, 87 Gedney 
Way, White Plains.

White Plains Farmers Market. 
Wednesdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. located 
on Court Street between Main Street and 
Martine Avenue in White Plains. 

American Civil War Series. Historian 
and author Dr. Brian Matthew Jordan will 
talk about his book  “Marching Home: 
Union Veterans and Their Unending Civil 
War.” For well over a century, traditional 
Civil War histories have concluded in 
1865, with a bitterly won peace and 
Union soldiers returning triumphantly 
home. Civil War historian Brian Matthew 
Jordan creates an entirely new narrative. 
These veterans – tending rotting wounds, 
battling alcoholism, campaigning for 
paltry pensions - tragically realized that 
they stood as unwelcome reminders 
to a new  America  eager to heal, forget, 
and embrace the freewheeling bounty 
of the Gilded Age. Mining previously 
untapped archives,  Jordan  uncovers 
anguished letters and diaries, essays by 
amputees, and gruesome medical reports, 
all deeply revealing of the American 
psyche.  Marching Home  makes almost 
unbearably personal the rage and regret of 
Union veterans. Their stories are critically 
relevant today; 7:30 p.m. The Purdy 
House,  60 Park Ave., White Plains. For 
further information call 914-949-4679 or 
email Program@CivilWarNY150.org.

Thursday, June 4
Burger and Beer Blast. 6 to 10 p.m. 

Kensico Dam Plaza, One Bronx River 
Parkway, Valhalla. Westchester’s best 
restaurants vie for Best Burger status, 
along with drinks and entertainment. 
Admission $65, $50 for members of 
Friends of Westchester County Parks, Inc.; 
friendsofwestchesterparks.com.

Friday, June 5
Art in Tarrytown. Presented by the 

Northern Westchester Artists Guild. The 
opening reception will be held 5:30 to 9 
p.m. at the Martin Stankiewicz Gallery, 
5 North Washington St., Tarrytown. 
The Show features the work of 17 guild 
members in a variety of mediums and 
will run from June 5 to 21. Gallery hours 
are Thursday and Friday evenings 6 to 9 
p.m.; Saturday 12 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 9 p.m.; 
Sunday 12 to 4 p.m. or by appointment.

Time Stands Still. Presented by the 
Armonk Players is the story of James and 
Sarah, a journalist and a photographer, 
who share a passion for documenting 
the realities of war. But when injuries 
force them to return home to New York, 
the adventurous couple confronts the 
prospect of a more conventional life.  A 
blazingly important new work about 
responsibility - to ourselves, to our loved 
ones, to our community, and to our 
world. This Broadway-hit play by Pulitzer 
Prize-winner Donald Margulies is a witty, 
intelligent look at what happens when 
ordinary life is refracted through the lens of 
war. Featuring: Tom Coppola, P. J. Glazer, 
Liz  Harrington  and  Amber  Mason. 
Directed by  Pia Haas. Production Stage 
Manager: Jeff Rocco. Designed by Anthony 
Valbiro.  Lighting design by  Rodd Berro. 
Friday and Saturday June 5 and 6, 8 p.m.; 
Sunday, June 7, 4 p.m.; Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday June 11, 12, 13 8 p.m. 
Adults: $20, Students (18 and under): $10, 
Whippoorwill Hall of The Armonk Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Road East 
(the entrance is on Kent Place)  Armonk; 
Info & tickets:  www.armonkplayers.
org; 10 percent restaurant discounts 
during the show run with ticket stub or 
online purchase voucher. Visit  http://
armonkchamber.chambermaster.com/
hotdeals  and click on “Showtime in 
Armonk Promotion” for details.

Saturday, June 6
TILI Shed. The White Plains Take It or 

Leave It Shed is open 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
the Gedney Recycling Yard, 87 Gedney 
Way, White Plains.

Grand Tasting Village. Noon to 6 
p.m. Kensico Dam Plaza, One Bronx 
River Parkway, Valhalla. Westchester’s 

finest restaurants offer tastes of their 
best offerings, along with drinks and 
entertainment. Admission $75, $60 for 
Friends of Westchester County Parks, Inc. 
Info at friendsofwestchesterparks.com.

Nature Scavenger Hunt. A leisure hike 
to search for clues for natural items, then 
return to the nature center for a prize; 1 to 
2:30 p.m. Cranberry Lake Preserve, Old 
Orchard Street, North White Plains; 914-
428-1005.

Pet Adoption. Rockin’ Recue Adoption 
Event with The Peak FM radio and Pets 
Alive Westchester animal sanctuary. The 
Peak will be broadcasting live with some 
great tunes to kick off the event from 
1 to 3 p.m. at Pets Alive Westchester, 
100 Warehouse Road South, Elmsford. 
Adoptions will be held from 1 to 6 p.m. 
There will be over 100 dogs, cats, puppies 
and kittens waiting to be adopted. The 
afternoon will include a bake sale, face 
painting and more. Pets Alive Westchester 
is no kill animal sanctuary that serves to 
rescue, rehabilitate and find loving homes 
for cats, dogs and rabbits. It operates 
solely on individual donations, receiving 
no funding from city or state. For more 
information about Pets Alive Westchester, 
visit petsalivewest.org, and follow them 
at Facebook.com/petsalivew and Twitter.
com/PetsAliveWest.

Don’t Bug Me. Explore the fascinating 
world of insects. Get as close as you dare 
as a naturalist introduces some of our 
six- and eight-legged friends. For children 
four years old and up. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1 p.m. 
Members: $5 per person. Non-members: 
$8 per person. Info: 914-723-3470  or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Maybe Never Fell.  Presented by 
Axial Theatre  at ArtsWestchester, 31 
Westchester Ave., White Plains; 8 p.m. 
This staged reading of a new play is about 
an American-Jewish man and a young 
German woman who attempt to forge 
a lasting connection despite personal 
and collective ghosts.  Tickets: $10 
General. Axialtheatre.org.

Alan Parsons Live Project Greatest 
Hits Tour. A revered classic progressive 
rock producer, music engineer, songwriter 
and performer, Alan Parsons’ work with 
The Beatles and other megastars, his 
groundbreaking recording techniques 
on :Dark Side Of the Moon” and his 
multiplatinum albums by The Alan 
Parsons Project have made him a music 
icon. Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 
Brown St., Peekskill. 8 p.m. $45, $60 or 
$70. Info and tickets: 914-739-0039 ext. 

2 or visit www.paramounthudsonvalley.
com. 

78th  Annual Strawberry Festival. 
Music, food and fun for everyone. Vendors 
will be selling handmade crafts and booths, 
face painting, magic tricks, and bouncy 
castles are some of the activities to delight 
children. There will also be attic treasures, 
a room full of great bargains on household 
items and jewelry. Episcopal Church of 
St. Mary the Virgin, 191 S. Greeley  Ave., 
Chappaqua. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Info: Visit 
www.smtv.org.

Boys & Girls Club of Northern 
Westchester 21st Annual 
Humanitarian  Award  Dinner. The 
Humanitarian Award will be presented to 
Brian Skanes, the Club’s executive director 
for 21 years, at the 21st annual awards 
dinner. Featuring fundraising auctions, a 
cocktail reception, a plated dinner, a special 
tribute journal, live band and more. Hilton 
Westchester, 699 Westchester Ave., Rye 
Brook. 6 p.m. $350. Sponsorship tables are 
also available. Registration required. Info: 
Contact Solveig McShea at 914-666-8069 
or smcshea@bgcnw.com. Registration: 
Visit http://www.bgcnw.com/events. 

Sunday, June 7
Frogs ‘n’ Dogs. Ponding, crafts and 

a bonfire – the perfect way to spend a 
Sunday! Co-sponsored by the Stewards of 
Cranberry Lake. Noon to 3 p.m. Cranberry 
Lake Preserve, Old Orchard Street, North 
White Plains; 914-428-1005.

Graveside Medal of Honor Ceremony. 
On the 7th of June1970 in the hot and 
humid fields of Hiep Duc, Vietnam, Staff 
Sergeant Robert C. Murray of Tuckahoe, 
New York had his patrol on a search 
and destroy operation. The squad was 
looking for an enemy mortar that had 
been threatening friendly positions when 
a member of the squad tripped an enemy 
grenade rigged as a booby trap. The soldier 
shouted for everyone to take cover. Murray 
must have known there was little time 
or choice to protect the members of his 
squad. He jumped and threw himself onto 
the grenade. His body absorbed the impact 
of the explosion. The result of this heroic 
action cost him his life and prevented 
the deaths and injuries of the other eight 
members of his squad. Murray, 23 years 
old when he was killed, was awarded the 
Medal of Honor posthumously. The 45th 
anniversary of Murray’s death and sacrifice 
will be remembered and honored by the 
Daughters of Liberty’s Legacy and VFW 
2285 as well as the Westchester Vietnam 
Veterans of America and numerous other 

continued on next page
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EX AMINER SPORTS

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Legions and dignitaries at a graveside 
ceremony at Gate of Heaven, Hawthorne 
NY at 2 p.m. The public is welcomed and 
encouraged to turn out. 

Mensa Open House. Greater 
New York  Mensa  and the 
Cross  Westchester  Toastmasters  Club 
are joining forces to sponsor a free open 
house and membership drive for both 
organizations  , from 1:15  to 3:45  p.m. at 
the  Dobbs  Ferry Public Library, 55 Main 
Street,  Dobbs  Ferry. The afternoon will 
feature short presentations along with 
a meet-and-greet session.  The public is 
invited -- bring your friends and watch 
for the balloons. Refreshments will be 
provided. 

Open Wide. Slither on over and join 
a naturalist to learn about snakes and 
lizards during a lively, hands-on (if you 
dare) presentation that is sure to engage 

and enlighten. Fun for the whole family. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 p.m. Members: $5 per 
person. Non-members: $8 per person. 
Info: 914-723-3470  or visit  www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Monday, June 8
Comedy Night: A Night of 1,000 

Laughs. Six of stand-up’s best comedians:  
Joe Larson,  Leighann Lord, Tom 
McTiernan, Angel Salazar, Joey Vega and 
Greg Warren. A hilarious evening   but not 
for the faint of heart. These well - known 
comedians hold nothing back. Adults 
only. Westchester Broadway Theatre, 1 
Broadway Plaza, Elmsford. Dinner at 6:15 
p.m. Show at 8 p.m. $84 per person, plus 
tax. Info and tickets: 914-592-2222 or 
visit www.BroadwayTheatre.com.

Tuesday, June 9
WP Council of Neighborhood 

Associations. Meeting lower level 
meeting room of Education House, 5 
Homeside Lane, White Plains; 7:30 p.m. 
Neighborhood Roundtable discussion, 
including: What is/are the most important 
current event(s) in your neighborhood? 
What do you consider the most important 
current issue(s) in White Plains? Light 
refreshments will be available.

 
Ongoing Events

Story Walk. “Splat Says Thank You!” is 
the featured story at White Plains’ Bryant-
Mamaroneck Park running from Saturday, 
May 23 through Sunday, July 5. “Splat Says 
Thank You!” by Rob Scotton, is a story 
about friendship. Splat the Cat’s trusty 
mouse friend, Seymour, needs cheering up, 
and Splat wants to help. He’s been working 
on something special for Seymour: Not 
just a thank-you card but a thank-you 
book! His book lists all the sweet and often 
hilarious reasons Splat is thankful for their 

friendship. The Bryant-Mamaroneck Park 
is located on the corner of Bryant and 
Mamaroneck Avenues, with a half-mile 
looped walking trail. The park entrance is 
on the Mamaroneck Avenue side. 

50 for 50 New Works. Now through 
June 20 at  ArtsWestchester’s Gallery, 31 
Mamaroneck Av., White Plains. 50 for 50: 
New Works  showcases the latest work by 
winners of ArtsWestchester’s prestigious 
50 for 50 Award. Featuring many of 
Westchester’s most recognized and active 
visual artists, it is an exhibition celebrating 
the diversity and vibrancy of the county’s 
creative community. Artswestchester.org.

 

By Pat Casey
Entering its second year, the White 

Plains Lifestyle & Leisure Expo will 
take place alongside the White Plains 
Downtown Criterium Sunday, June 14 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

With the goal to promote healthy, 
happy and positive lifestyles, the outdoor 
event located at Court and Main streets 
and behind the Criterium start/finish 
line on Martine Avenue will again feature 
exhibits and activities from local wellness 
and fitness experts.

The Center for Vein Restoration, 
Phatburn, UFC Gym and YMCA, 
plus others, will have professionals 
on hand to answer questions and give 
demonstrations.

The event is sponsored by the White 
Plains Business Improvement District 
(BID), Dannon, Doug Panero, Mack-
Cali, and ShopRite.

Anthony’s Coal Fired Pizza will have a 
full spread of food for sale and a tasting 
will be provided by Mix Cocktail Bar and 
Kitchen at the Crowne Plaza. 

ShopRite will again offer free fruit 
and water and there will be free Dannon 
yogurt for everyone.

There will be live music with Sam 
Hurwitz kicking off with a solo opener 
followed by Blue Grass Band Cricket Tell 
the Weather and U2 Nation.

Art activities and face painting will 
entertain the kids.

With the Criterium running a multi-
race event, starting at 7 a.m. and running 
into the early afternoon, fitness trainers 
will focus on warming up and cooling 
down exercises.

The Criterium, now a popular event 
in White Plains, is a .5-mile loop with 
four corners and sloping streets through 
downtown White Plains, running from 

the start line on Martine at Court Street 
to Mamaroneck Avenue, up Quarropas to 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. and back to 
Martine for the finish line.

Proceeds benefit NCADD/
Westchester, Inc. (The National Council 
on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence/

Westchester, Inc.).
All day long in the BID area, 

participating shops will offers specials 
and giveaways at a sidewalk sale. Raffle 
tickets will be available for a $100 dinner 
ticket at a select restaurant. The raffle 
drawing will take lace July 1.

White Plains Lifestyle & Leisure Expo Connects with Criterium Bike Race June 14
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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