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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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Focus of Monday Community Meeting

Therapists Confront Greenburgh  
Board on Proposed Massage Laws
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Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul 
Feiner held a community meeting 
Monday evening to familiarize residents 
with several development proposals 
that had been submitted to the town for 
consideration.

In an email before the event Feiner 
outlined “draft” versions of the proposed 
projects, advising residents that the 
process was ongoing and that the 
contents of the offers “were conditional 
on approvals being given and on 
cleanup taking place.” He also said the 
material being presented at the meeting 
was for review purposes only and 
that details were subject to change as  

part of negotiations.  
Feiner noted that the Town Board will 

be asked, after the meeting, to authorize 
the town’s broker to negotiate a contract 
for the sale of the property to the 
preferred  purchaser and use. 

Three written offers have been received 
by the town and a fourth was expected to 
be presented at Monday’s meeting. 

Dollar amounts of the offers were not 
included in the proposal description 
because the town’s broker was still 
negotiating, according to Feiner, 
although he did indicate that they were 
all within a similar range.

continued on page 2
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By Pat Casey
Two proposed laws are before the 

Greenburgh Town Board to curb 
prostitution hidden in illicit massage 
establishments in the town, most 
prominently on Central Avenue. The 
public hearing, opened on June 10, 
attracted several licensed/clinical massage 
therapists who felt the proposed laws 
singled them out as professionals unfairly. 
Fingerprinting and deep background 
checks were included in one of the 
proposals. 

Many of the therapists speaking at 
the hearing said their patients were 
referred to them by medical doctors and 

practitioners.
Greenburgh resident Bob Bernstein, 

responsible for one draft, based on a law 
that the Town of Clarkstown approved in 
the 1990s (as well as a more recent law on 
the books in Farmingdale, Long Island), 
said the existing laws in Greenburgh 
do not give law enforcement the tools 
they need to close illegal establishments 
permanently.

Bernstein’s proposal attempts to license 
businesses and not just the individual 
practitioner.

The second proposal, crafted by the 
Greenburgh Planning Board, tries to tie 

continued on page 2

By Pat Casey
The White Plains Juneteenth 

Heritage Committee sponsored the 
11th Annual Juneteenth Parade & 
Festival on Saturday, June 14. Frank 
Williams Jr., Executive Director of 
the White Plains Youth Bureau was 
the Grand Marshal. Golden Seniors 
Joe Davis, Nancy Fitch, William 
Moye, and Cornelia Evans were 
also honored. 

The 2015 theme “Juneteenth, 
150 Years Later” was intended to 
highlight the importance of the 
historical event the Juneteenth 
holiday marks – the ending of 
slavery in the United States of 
America. 

In 1865, two and a half years after 
President Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation, which became official 
January 1, 1863, Union soldiers led 
by Major General Gordon Granger 

landed at Galveston, Texas with 
the news that the Civil War had 
ended.

According to the National 
Registry of Juneteenth 
Organizations there have been 
several attempts to explain why it 
took two and a half years for the 
good news to be proclaimed in 
Texas. 

The historical record shows that 
the Emancipation Proclamation 
had little impact on Texas 
because of the minimal number 
of Union troops to enforce the 
new Executive Order. With the 
surrender of General Lee in April 
of 1865, and the arrival of General 
Granger’s regiment, the Union 
forces in Texas became strong 
enough to influence and overcome 
the resistance both in Texas and in Greenburgh’s Theodore D. Young Community Center Guard float was a highlight of  the White Plains Juneteenth Parade on 

Saturday, June 13th. See Page 7 for more Juneteenth Parade photos. continued on page 2
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the South generally.
It was on June 19th that General 

Granger delivered the message – 
Juneteenth is a blended word – from 
June and nineteenth.

Currently Juneteenth is a State holiday 
observed in 43 states. 

In 2014 Senator Carl Levin (D-MI) 
sponsored a bill to mark the 19th of 
June as Juneteenth Independence Day 
in America and thus a federal holiday. 
The bill passed through the Senate but 
has yet to be passed in the House of 
Representatives.
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Congratulations to All College Graduates, 
Class of 2015!
Take the next step and embark on your graduate studies this September at 
LIU Hudson at Westchester, a regional campus of Long Island University.  

For more than 35 years, LIU Hudson at Westchester has been offering graduate 
programs tailored to fit the needs of adult learners. Located on the grounds of 
Purchase College, SUNY, the campus is just a short drive from all of Westchester, 
Putnam, Fairfield and the Bronx. 

Thousands of LIU Hudson graduates hold advanced positions in schools, clinics, 
hospitals, businesses and in public agencies all over Westchester and beyond.  

Meet with a program director to learn how our master’s degree programs 
and advanced certificates can launch or advance your career in:

• Teacher Education

• School Counseling

• School Psychology

Admissions and financial aid counselors are on hand to answer your questions.

Contact us to schedule a visit: westchester@liu.edu or 914-831-2700
LIU Hudson at Westchester • 735 Anderson Hill Road, Purchase, NY 10577 • liu.edu/hudson 

liu.edu/hudson
• Mental Health Counseling (optional CASAC track)

• Marriage and Family Therapy (optional CASAC track)

• Business Administration (M.B.A.)

legal massage operations to special permit 
applications.

Discussions during the hearing showed 
that each of the proposals are works in 
progress and resulted in a somewhat 
confrontational discussion between 
proponents of the two options.

Greenburgh Police Chief Chris 
McNerney said his department has 
conducted many investigations and 
arrests regarding improper licensing at 
“massage parlors” in the town. 

During these investigations it was clear 
that the massage operations were being 
used as fronts for prostitution. In most 
instances there was one licensed massage 
therapist on the premises and others who 
were working illegally according to the 
New York State Education Law that issues 
professional licenses.

“Despite all of our efforts, we have 
been unable to keep these establishments 
closed permanently,” McNerney said. 
“This is a chronic problem.”

Licensed massage therapists speaking at 
the hearing said they wanted to support 
the community but that a pre-emptive 
law would be unfair to professionals 
being singled out who are already 
monitored by state licensing laws. They 
suggested the Board look at existing NYS  
laws and at a specific bill that had passed 
through the state Senate and was currently 
in the Assembly.

“This is a prostitution issue, not a 
massage issue – although the pimps 
do operate under the guise of massage 
therapy,” Peter Walberg, a licensed 
massage therapist said.

It was generally agreed that the licensed 

professionals should be brought into the 
discussion. 

The licensed professionals do not 
want a law that lumps them into the 
same category as people using the term 
“massage therapy” illegally. They said 
they were offended by the use of the term 
“massage parlor” to define professional 
therapeutic massage.

Operating outside the existing licensing 
laws in NYS already is a felony offense.

The public hearing was closed. More 
discussion on the proposed bills is 
expected at an upcoming work session of 
the Board.

“It was clear 
that the massage 
operations were 

being used as fronts 
for prostitution.”

One offer is for a 100 to 120 
unit Assisted Living Facility that would 
require no zoning changes and would 
not exceed three stories in height. The 
property would be taxable. 

Another bid for a Self-storage Facility 
would require a zoning change.  This 
proposal would include a smaller 
building footprint than the residential 
proposals and would ease up on the 
cleanup costs because a basement would 
not be necessary.

Feiner indicated that .5 acres of the 

property would be donated back to the 
town for resale or other potential uses 
such as a solar farm. The property would 
be taxable. 

The third proposal for a Luxury Senior 
Independent Living Development 
would require a zone change. The 
building would be three stories high, 
comprised of 120 to140 units, with 
nonmedical services, including meals, 
offered to residents. The property would 
be taxable. 

The developer expected to present a 
written proposal for Monday’s meeting 
had expressed to Feiner that he was 
interested in building a 140-unit assisted 
living facility that would be more 
affordable than traditional assisted living 
facilities. “He also would be seeking a 
zone change for 25 senior independent 
living residences, and would be willing 
to enter into a PILOT agreement with 
the town guaranteeing the tax revenues 
in the event that the facility becomes 
non profit,” Feiner said in the email.
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The Woman’s Club of White Plains 
held its annual spring dinner on May 19 
to honor the 2015 scholarship recipients 
from White Plains High School. 

This year nearly 40 applications were 
received by the Scholarship Committee 

from eligible White Plains high school 
seniors. A four-person committee 
from the Woman’s Club reviewed the 
applications, which includes an essay 
by the student as well as a personal 

interview. 
Thirteen students were selected to 

receive scholarships this year: Valerie 
Alexander, Alisa Choubay, Caroline 
Cole, Angelica Duque, Rizza Estacio, 
Stefanie N. Gaspar, Diana Gonzalez, 

Olivia Henry, Riana Kadavi, Alana 
Lyons, Catalina Martinez, Jocelyn Nieto 
and Melissa Preudhomme.

The recipients will be attending various 
colleges and universities including: 

Manhattanville College, University of 
MASS at Amherst, University of Miami, 
University of California Berkley, and 
SUNY Cortland.  

For nearly 60 years, the Woman’s 
Club has been offering scholarships to 

White Plains students, pursuing higher 
education and raising the funds at an   
Annual Scholarship Luncheon and 
Spring Fashion Show held each April. 
This year the Woman’s Club models 
showcased fashions from local shops.

A R T S W E S T C H E S T E R

2015 SummeR ART CAmPS
Ages
6-13

Beginning in July, ArtsWestchester 
is offering six weekly mini arts camps. 
Children will explore their creativity while 
working alongside a professional artist.

31 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, NY | 914.428.4220

FoR deTAilS, contact Jessy mendez  
at jmendez@artswestchester.org or visit:

artswestchester.org

Ceramics

drawing 
& 

Anime

Watercolor 
Painting

gyotaku Art
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hAlF-dAy 
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inClude:

White Plains Youth Bureau Honors Fatherhood

The White Plains Youth Bureau held its 3rd Annual Fatherhood Breakfast Awards at Eastview Middle 
School, Saturday, June 13. The Breakfast honored 12 dads for their leadership, service and for 
being a role model. David Fuller, a past Fatherhood Honoree was the Keynote Speaker. The program 
was attended by White Plains Mayor Thomas M. Roach and Youth Bureau Director Frank Williams, 
Jr.  The Honorees were: Narado Burrell, Jason Young, Duchaine Augustine, Richard Daub, Paul 
Scotman, Liamson Absolu, Kevin David, Anthony Martinez, Sean Brennan, Joshua Brumberg, Dennis 
Polanco and Darien Gairey.

Woman’s Club Spring Dinner Honors WPHS Scholarship Recipients

Sitting from left: Alisa Choubay, Jocelyn Nieto, Rizza Estacio, Catalina Martinez, Valerie Alexander. 
Standing from left: Chris Roithmyer, Claudia Melo, Stefanie N. Gaspar, Alana Lyons, Caroline Cole, Angelica 
Duque, Olivia Henry, Diana Gonzalez, Melissa Preudhomme, Laura Mastoloni, Ybelize Pilarte. Missing 
from picture: Margaret Eiden – Scholarship committee member & Riana Kadavi -Scholarship Recipient.
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Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.
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SHOP LOCAL
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Sustainable Green Living on the Single-Family Side of Town
By Pat Casey

There’s a lot of talk lately about 
sustainability and green development 
for municipalities that takes into 
consideration doing things on the large 
scale. Nestled gently into a White Plains 

neighborhood, however, is a living 
example of how families can create their 
own sustainable environment right in 
their front and back yards – on the small 
scale.

White Plains Councilwoman and Chair 
of the Sustainable 
White Plains 
Committee (SWP), 
Milagros Lecuona, 
invited The White 
Plains Examiner to 
visit her home to take 
a look at the Green 
initiatives she has in 
place.

Lecuona is a firm 
believer that everyone 
can enhance the 
quality of their living 
environments while 
establishing life-
supporting sustainable 
practices. 

One of the first 
things you notice at 
the Lecuona residence 
is that the birds are 
singing. Then there’s a 
bit of awe at how the 
plantings have been 
designed to provide 
a private, almost 

secluded space, which despite the fact that 
houses are somewhat close together as in 
most White Plains neighborhoods, there 
is the impression of being out in “the 
country.”

It’s all deliberate. Lecuona has worked 
hard to create her special space and she 
wants to share with her neighbors how 
sustainable and Green practices can 
become a part of everyday living.

To some extent Lecuona credits her 
vision with growing up on one of the 
Canary Islands off the coast of Spain. It 
was a magical place to live, she says. There 
were birds everywhere and the people 
took for granted clean water and pure 
Earth because they did not waste what 
they had and knew how to put back into 
the land what they had taken out.

Most of the projects at the Lecuona 
house are ongoing – and that’s okay 
because one of the things Lecuona wants 
to impress most upon people is that they 
don’t have to do everything all at once: 
“They can take it slow and work in the 

sustainability one project at a time.” And 
sometimes those projects will be ongoing 
until they are complete.

One example is the permeable driveway 
Lecuona has been installing that uses 
Turfstone with grass that has alleviated 
flooding in the front area of her property.

As an architect, Lecuona has worked 
with the product on commercial 
properties where flood mitigation was 

continued on next page

“Green practices 
can become a part 
of everyday living.” 

Councilwoman Milagros Lecuona with her dog Luke next to the rain barrel 
used to water the permeable driveway.

Permeable paving allows stormwater to absorb 
into the Earth, reducing – if  not eliminating 
flooding.
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an issue. It’s somewhat expensive (which 
is why the driveway is being done in 
sections), but the same products used 
commercially with some design changes 
can be applied to residential areas to 
reduce stormwater concerns.

“I used to have flooding when it rained 
and the large puddle turned into a skating 
rink at the front of my property during the 
winter,” Lecuona said. “I don’t have that 
problem anymore.”

The effect is more green space – where 
the cars are parked.

Lecuona designed the pattern for the 
paving stones herself. The portions of the 
former driveway that have been dug up 
are being used to level out a section of the 
back yard.

The permeable paving requires three 
levels: soil, sand; the Turfstone or other 
paving stones and then the planting 
material – grass.

“I have been trying to get the city to use 
this technology on some of the parking 
lots,” she said.

The grass is cut with a weed whacker 
and a nearby barrel collects rainwater 
from the house gutters, which is used to 
water the driveway when needed.

In the back yard Lecuona has several 
gardens with vegetables and herbs and 
there are flowering plants and trees 
everywhere. There is even a composting 
area where she creates fertilizer for the 
gardens.

When the driveway project is complete 
Lecuona has set her sights on creating a 
green roof over the garage and installing 
solar panels. She also has plans to design a 
lattice for a vertical garden along one side 
of the house.

As chair of the Sustainable White Plains 
Committee, Lecuona has been working 
with members to bring these and other 
Green practices to the attention of city 
administration and residents.

Commissioned by the Mayor SWP 

advises on responsible, realistic and 
cost-effective measures for reducing the 
environmental impact of the activities 
of residents, visitors, organizations and 
businesses, as well as of City government 
itself. Some strategies that have been or 
are now under consideration include: 
Encouraging more and safer bicycle 
riding; Supporting more intensive 
recycling programs; Exploring new 
opportunities for using solar power; 
Using fuel-conserving City vehicles 

and equipment; Participating in Earth 
Day and other consciousness-raising 
events including the “Climate Smart 
Communities” program.

The SWP meets on the fourth 
Thursday of the month in the Common 
Council Chambers, City Hall, 255 
Main Street.  Residents are welcome to 
attend and to submit suggestions to the 
Committee.

Lecuona says she hopes to see more 
people become involved.

continued from previous page
Sustainable Green Living on the Single-Family Side of Town

WE DELIVER TO YOUR HOME OR OFFICE
102 West Post Road • White Plains, NY 10606

(914) 752-4611 • Fax: (914) 752-4633
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 10 AM TO 11 PM

www.pizzacucinamenu.com  • Like us on Facebook

Pizza cucina
JOIN OUR FAMILY AT PIZZA CUCINA!

SPECIAL OFFER!
$2 OFF ANY PIZZA 

WITH THIS AD
(cannot be combined with other offers)

Enjoy our delicious homestyle 

Italian Speciatlies! Pizza in a 

variety of styles and toppings! 

Fresh salads, stuffed wedges & 

panini, big bowl pastas,  

and main courses!

Catering for all 

types of events!

A backyard composting unit provides fertilizer for 
gardening.

Soil removed from under the former front driveway to make room for the permeable paving layers is being 
redistributed in the back yard to create a more level space.
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Girl Scouts Say ‘Thank You’ to the Troops With Their Cookies 
By Janine Bowen

Girl Scout cookies are something of an 
American institution, so it seems only 
fitting that local troops band together 
each year to send the treats to those 
serving overseas as a reminder of home. 

On Saturday morning at Westchester 
Community College in Valhalla, Girl 
Scouts from across the county spent 
several hours packing cookies into boxes 
and decorating thank-you cards to be sent 
to soldiers overseas.

An event that began in 2002 when 
volunteer Alison Bergman collected 
cookies with her own troop, Operation 
Cookie Drop is now run by the Girl Scouts 
Heart of the Hudson, which includes 
more than 30,000 members throughout 
the Hudson Valley who shipped 80,000 
boxes of cookies overseas this year. 

“It’s so important because all of the 
troops who can’t be home would love a 
taste of home, and what better taste (is 
there) than Girl Scout cookies?” said 
County Executive Rob Astorino, who 
attended the event.  

Girl Scouts Heart of the Hudson CEO 
Pam Anderson said Operation Cookie 
Drop is a way for girls to learn about the 
sacrifices that others are making to protect 
their freedom. She acknowledged that 
while some of the youngest participants 
may not understand the concept of war, 

they know to express their gratitude when 
they see a man or woman in a military 
uniform.

“It’s a way for our Girl Scouts to 
understand what true service means, to 
know that people are sacrificing for them 
and just to say thank you,” Anderson said. 

She explained that while the cookies 
will be shipped out on a barge in the 
coming weeks, they will likely not reach 
the Middle East until sometime in August. 
At that point, the recipients send photos 
of themselves holding the treats as well as 
thank-you notes for the girls.

Congresswoman Nita Lowey, who 
also attended the event, commended 

the scouts who spent 
hours in the hot sun 
packing boxes. She said 
by helping to take care of 
military personnel, they 
are helping to make the 
world a better place.  

“The Girl Scouts are 
really a key part of our 
community, a key part 
of our country, and I am 
so proud to be part of 
this event because I (can 
only) imagine the faces 
of our veterans when 
they open those boxes of 
cookies,” Lowey said. 

Several servicemen and 
servicewomen attended the Cookie Drop, 
taking photos with the girls and helping 
out. Master Sgt. Mary Kay Messenger 
said it was wonderful to see future leaders 
participating and explained that the event 
helps to perpetuate the valuable lesson of 
appreciating service. 

“It is overwhelming to see the 
outpouring and the veteran support,” said 
Messenger. “We don’t get that today. In 
school, certain teachers will teach it but 
it’s important to keep that legacy going.” 

During the opening ceremony, the 
scouts and Astorino honored one veteran, 
Vito Pinto, the recently retired director 

of Veterans Affairs for the county. Pinto 
received a Distinguished Service Award 
from the county executive and a certificate 
of appreciation from the Girl Scouts 
for his service and his contributions to 
Operation Cookie Drop over the years. 

Pinto said he was pleased to see the 
girls continue to participate in the cause. 
Anderson echoed his sentiments, noting 
that the event will continue as long as 
there are troops serving overseas. 

“On the one hand it’s a shame that we 
keep having to send cookies to the Middle 
East, but while we do we want our brave 
men and servicewomen to know that we 
care,” Anderson said.
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 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
INTERNAL MEDICINE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-940-2500
PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129

CARMEL: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

CORTLANDT MANOR:
GENERAL SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2315
OB/GYN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-1697

CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675

JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135

MAHOPAC:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-248-5556

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

Congresswoman Nita Lowey and County Executive Rob Astorino were 
among those who lent their support to Girl Scout troops Saturday for 
Operation Cookie Drop.

JANINE BOWEN PHOTOS

Girl Scouts from across Westchester and the region 
turned out Saturday morning at Westchester 
Community College in Valhalla to pack thousands 
of  Girl Scout cookies for troops overseas as part 
of  Operation Cookie Drop.
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The White Plains 
11th Annual 

Juneteenth Parade
Stilt Dancer.

One of  the “Cycling Brothers.”

More street dancing.

Councilwoman Nadine Hunt-Robinson, NYS Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cousins, NYS Assemblyman David Buchwald, Councilman Dennis Krolian, 
Youth Bureau Executive Director and Parade Grand Marshall Frank Williams.

Performance Art.

Calvary Baptist Church, White Plains.

Soulful dance music.

Members of  PACT – Police And Community Together

Celebrate!

 Rotary Club of  White Plains

The hearse from Lee’s Funeral Home took up the last 
position in the Juneteenth Parade with the final message: 
“Slavery is Dead.”

SLAVERY 
IS DEAD
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Glenn Dorfler
Glenn S. Dorfler, 50, of White Plains, 

died June 9. Born Sept 28, 1964 in 
Brooklyn to William and Arlene Dorfler. 
Glenn married Buffy Caverly in Hartsdale 
in 1988. 

Besides his wife Buffy, Glenn is survived 
by three children, Jessica, Amanda and 
Joseph of Dobbs Ferry, a brother Mark 
of Pottstown, PA and sister Deborah 
Davidson of southern Conn.

Angelo D’Antona
Angelo D’Antona, a resident of West 

Harrison passed away on June 9 at the age 
of 89. Angelo was born in Italy on June 26, 
1925 to the late Gaetano and Magdalena 
(Gizzo) D’Antona. He married the love 
of his life Maria Dipietro and settled in 
West Harrison where he worked as a 
landscaper since 1954 eventually owning 
Angelo D’Antona and Son. Angelo loved 
his family and was a hard worker. Angelo 
is survived by his loving wife Maria and 
his son Rocco.

Louise Valuck
Louise Valuck passed away on May 30 

at the Sarah Neuman Rehab Center in 
Mamaroneck.

She was 73. Valuck was born May 9, 
1942, in Elizabeth, N.J. to Martin and 
Susan Valuck. After graduating from 
Battin High School in 1960, she attended 
Wagner College in Staten Island, receiving 
a bachelor’s in English. After graduation, 
she attended NYU and earned a master’s 
in American literature, then continued 
her education at Columbia University 
in earning a master’s in library science. 
Her early employment years were spent 
in New York City with Bowker Book 
Publishing Company. 

Valuck moved to White Plains when 
she began her career with the New York 
Power Authority. She had a lifelong love of 
books and puzzles. She enjoyed traveling 
around the world and had for years been 
an active member in the Lutheran Church 
and the Columbia Alumni Association. 
She will be remembered by all who knew 
her for her love of her family and friends 

and her kind and gentle ways. 
Valuck was predeceased by her parents. 
A memorial service will be held on 

June 19 at 11 a.m. at Emanuel Lutheran 
Church, located at 197 Manville Rd. in 
Pleasantville. Donations in her memory 
may be made to Emanuel Lutheran 
Church.
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Obituaries

A Collection of Questions About the DEIS for Westchester Avenue Project

Rent Guidelines Hearings to be Held in White Plains

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 

editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 

editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com.  

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide 

their name, address and contact 
information. 

I am responding to the request 
for statements about the potential 
environmental impact of the proposed 
“Collection” project on Westchester 
Ave. My comments below relate to the 
plan’s lack of Open Space, of Seating 
Areas, of Plantings, and Screening near a 
neighboring building; pedestrian safety; 
the amount of new retail space planned 
in the complex; the number of driveways 
required (that pedestrians will have 
to cross); the width of the pedestrian 
sidewalks for entering the complex; 
location of the dog park for the residential 
component; location of waiting area for a 
possible shuttle bus to the railroad station 
from the large residential component; 
location of garbage staging and pick-up; 
location for storing snow.

The plan is noteworthy for its lack of 
Open Space, lack of Seating Areas, lack 
of Plantings, and lack of Screening of the 
proposed large residential building from 
the existing apartment building at 26 
Franklin Ave. What gives White Plains its 
charm? Trees, parks, plantings, and sitting 
areas add to the livability and charm of 
the relatively dense neighborhoods close 
to the downtown.

The Scoping document for the project 
very briefly mentions bicycle and 
pedestrian improvement (see section C-9-
C-d.), including enhanced pedestrian 
access from Franklin Ave. to Westchester 

Ave. But what about those attempting to 
cross Westchester Avenue? Now and for 
years, for pedestrians, there is no safe time 
to cross near the Stop and Shop driveway 
over to The Container Store (at the corner 
of Westchester Ave. and Bloomingdale 
Rd). The WALK sign appears even when 
vehicles may be making a left turn (going 
south) from the Stop and Shop driveway. 
I have been almost hit by a vehicle 
twice. Could this crossing be made safe 
before we get into more development 
on Westchester Ave.? Any new crossings 
should be completely safe when there is a 
WALK sign.

Please note the many existing retail 
vacancies on both sides of Main St. 
(near the new hotel and near Wal-Mart), 
between City Place and N./S. Broadway; 
and also on Post Rd. and on Mamaroneck 
Ave. The Collection plan includes 236,000 
gsf of commercial space. (Some of that is a 
proposed hotel and a car dealership.) The 
remaining retail space seems to be at least 
14,790 gsf + 46,790 gsf = 61,580). 

How many driveways will pedestrians 
have to cross along Westchester Ave.’s east 
side? Please note that the push-button 
mechanism for “requesting” a crossing of 
the Stop and Shop driveway was removed 
years ago.

How will pedestrians enter the 
Collection complex, with its multi 
destinations? The width of the pedestrian 
sidewalks for entering the complex is 

important. This is one problem at the 
City Center, at the Five Guys Burgers 
corner, 240 Main St., corner of City Place. 
Many people, some with baby strollers or 
personal shopping carts, bump into each 
other going into or exiting City Place 
because of the too-narrow sidewalk on 
the corner and along City Place.

Where will the dog park be for 
residential units (possibly 261 total)? 
A dog park used all hours was built for 
the large rental apartment building at 2 
Canfield (corner of Main St.) after the fact. 
It was positioned relatively near another 
apartment building. A dog park should 
not be near or opposite other residences 
or residential complexes.

Where will the waiting area be for a 
possible shuttle bus to the railroad station 
from the large residential component? 
Will the waiting bus block traffic on 
Franklin Ave.? Will it block the circular 
driveway for “The Collection”?

Many are aware of the odorous garbage 
staging area on Martine Ave. for the City 
Center. This is across the street from 
residential buildings. How will this be 
handled for “The Collection,” so that 
it will be hygienic and safe? How will 
garbage pick-up be handled?

Where will snow be stored?

–Renee Marks Cohen, White Plains, as 
sent in a letter to the White Plains Mayor 

and Common Council.

The Westchester County Rent 
Guidelines Board will hold two hearings 
this month in White Plains.

Rent regulation issues run on both 
the landlord and renter sides. Attendees 
are expected to present opinions for 

keeping rents as they are and also 
for increases to help landlords with  
building maintenance costs.

The next public meeting is scheduled  
for June 16, 7 p.m. at the White  
Plains Pubic Library Meeting Room,  

100 Martine Ave., White Plains.
The final public meeting will be 

held June 22, 7 p.m., White Plains  
City Hall, 255 Main St., White Plains.

Letters Policy
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

Greenburgh Police Department
Criminal Mischief. On the morning 

of June 1 police responded to a call from 
St. Joseph Church, Elmsford. On arrival 
it was apparent that overnight a vehicle 
had driven through a small area between 
a sidewalk and small rope chain link 
fence in order to drive on the lawn and 
cause damage to the property. Tire tracks 
were observed from what looked like one 
vehicle, which struck a mature Japanese 
maple tree breaking three branches then 
continued to strike a bench and knock it 
over. The vehicle sideswiped another tree 
and broke its right side-view mirror off 
and left it behind. In addition, the vehicle 
disrupted one block paver, which caused 
damage to a small area of pavement of 
the parking lot. A canvass of the area for 
similar damage had negative results. 

Suspicious Incident. One June 1 an 
Elmsford resident reports that he went 
out to his vehicle which was parked in the 
street in front of his home to find it had 
been ransacked. No items were taken and 
various items of value were left behind. 
The ashtray was pulled out and a few items 
were out of place. The vehicle doors were 
unlocked and no damage was reported. 
Report for documentation purposes.

Harassment. On the evening of June 1 
police responded to a report regarding a 

party receiving harassing phone calls. The 
victim said her old neighbor had been 
calling her house and cell phone leaving 
harassing messages. She doesn’t know 
why the caller is doing this and has asked 
her to stop. Police listened to one of the 
voice messages in which a female called 
the victim unsavory names and yelled for 
her or her husband to answer the phone. 
Police contacted the caller who said she 
was in a relationship with the victim’s 
husband and had been trying to contact 
him. Police advised her to stop contacting 
the home and cell phone but the caller 
refused to listen and hung up the phone. 
Police advised the victim to speak with her 
husband about the matter when he returns 
home and to contact police headquarters 
if any further assistance is needed.

Disorderly Conduct. At about 9:45 
p.m. on June 2 police responded to 
the same residence listed in the above 
harassment report. A woman could be 
heard screaming profanities from the rear 
of the building. She was asked several 
times to lower her voice but she refused 
to comply. In the process of asking her to 
lower her voice, police could see several 
people looking out their windows as 
well as one pedestrian looking back and 
walking away from the scene in a hurry. 
As police spoke with the offender, who 
appeared to be intoxicated, she grabbed a 

gray backpack and placed her hand inside 
of it. For officer safety, police asked her 
to remove her hand from inside the bag, 
but she refused. As an officer reached for 
the backpack, the offender pulled away 
and kept digging in the bag. The officer 
was able to gain control of the bag at 
which time the offender yelled further 
profanities. She proceeded to stand up and 
reach for the bag and began struggling 
to get it back. Police advised her several 
times that she could not go in the bag, but 
she continued to scream, curse and fight 
with officers. As this occurred she began 
hitting her head against the chest of one 
officer and became extremely irate and 
combative. An ambulance was called and 
after a brief struggle, the offender was 
placed in handcuffs. While the offender 
was being detained she began screaming 
and cursing for the husband of the 
harassment victim to come outside. In the 
process of struggling one officer sustained 
an injury to his left elbow causing pain 
and discomfort. Greenburgh Paramedic 
arrived on scene and transported the 
offender to the White Plains Hospital 
Emergency Room for evaluation. The 
victim gave a written statement about the 
incident and her husband gave a statement 
on the Domestic Incident Report due to a 
prior relationship with the offender. The 
victims are requesting a Temporary Order 
of Protection. 

Harassment. On June 2 a Hartsdale 
resident went to the Greenburgh Police 
Department to report that she has been 
harassed repeatedly over the last two years 
by an unknown male while she has been 
exercising. The victim said she is an avid 
road-walker throughout the streets of 
Greenburgh, and describes the unknown 
party that bothers her as another fitness 
enthusiast who is commonly running 
the streets of Greenburgh. The victim 
said there have been at least six separate 
incidents where the unknown male has 
snuck up behind her and scared her by 
yelling obscenities such as: “F Off, Get 
out of my way! You got Nothing!” The 
victim said the majority of the incidents 
have occurred on E. Hartsdale Avenue. 
The suspect is described as a while male in 
his early 40s who commonly wears color 
coordinated running outfits. The victim 
further said that on Saturday, May 30, the 
unknown male ran up to her from behind 
and spat at her. Due to these incidents, 
the victim does not feel comfortable while 
conducting her morning walks throughout 
the town. This report for documentation 
purposes only. The victim was advised to 
contact police headquarters immediately 
if any further assistance is needed.
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Americans drink 
more wine than 
any other nation. 
And most of the 
wine we consume 
is produced in the 
United States. 

So what wines 
do we prefer? Is 

there a national preference for certain 
styles of wines over others? Do we tend 
to consume wines produced from a 
select few grapes or are our palates more 
expansive? Is there such a thing as a 
national palate, whereby Americans have 
honed a common preference for wine 
tastes, aromas and bouquets?

This week I’ll explore the American 
palate. From the early days of the 
democracy, a preference for sweeter 
styles of wines prevailed. Over the 
ensuing centuries, we experimented with 
various styles of wines. But surprisingly, 
our national taste for wine has changed 
little since the Founding Fathers tippled 
Madeira and Cabernet Sauvignon. 

But for the 13-year respite when 
Prohibition put a halt to legal alcohol 
consumption, Americans appetite for 
alcohol has grown, yet our preferences 
have not changed significantly. Today, 
Americans still prefer fruit-forward 
wines with mild tannins and acidity. Most 

Americans who prefer this style of wine 
don’t think of these wines as having a 
sweet profile. Yet comparatively speaking, 
Europeans have been drinking far dryer 
and more sophisticated wines over a 
much longer period of time.

How is the term palate defined for 
the intent of this week’s 
column? According to the 
Oxford Dictionary, it is “a 
person’s appreciation of 
taste and flavor, especially 
when sophisticated and 
discriminating.” Certainly, 
each of us has preferences 
for a particular grape variety 
and style of wine. Typically, one’s palate 
is honed over a number of years and 
eventually is able to discern nuances 
beyond taste and flavor. 

But can there be a national consensus 
palate? Apparently so. 

The Americans’ national palate has 
come to dominate the world wine 
market. As the largest consuming nation, 
winemakers across the globe clamor to 
craft their wines to satisfy the palates and 
wallets of the American market. 

What are Americans winemakers 
producing to satisfy the American 
populace? The top five grapes grown in 
Northern California, which accounts 
for a dominant share of American wine 

production, are Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, Merlot and 
Syrah. Do you recognize your drinking 
preferences in this list? 

Across the globe, winemakers are 
shifting their production to these same 
grape varietals, oftentimes in direct 

conflict with ages-old 
vineyard and winery 
plantings and processes. 
For example, 50 years 
ago very few of the top 
five grapes were grown 
in Italy. That was before 
Italian winemakers 
set their sights on the 

American consumer. Not only are they 
now dedicating increased acreage to these 
varietals, but in a number of instances 
they have changed the style of wine 
being produced to meet the profile of the 
American palate. This has created a debate 
in wine circles that the Italians (and 
certain Spanish and French winemakers) 
have sold out to the Americans and 
abandoned their centuries-old traditions. 

Another reason that Americans 
consume more wine than any other 
nation is our penchant for stand-alone 
wine consumption. In Western Europe, 
wine is rarely consumed away from the 
dining table. In the United States, we 
enjoy a glass of wine as a social lubricant 

as much as we do as an accompaniment 
to a meal. The American traditions of the 
after work glass of wine, group cocktail 
parties and wine bars are unique amongst 
wine-consuming nations. 

Here’s the rub. Over the centuries, 
Americans’ palates have been honed to 
enjoy fruit-forward, balanced wines with 
low tannins and acidity. These wines 
tend to be in-your-face fruit bombs that 
lack subtlety and complexity. When we 
encounter other styles of wines from 
around the world, our palates may not 
be able to discern the nuances and finer 
characteristics of those wines. 

Have American palates been 
desensitized to enjoy more sophisticated 
wines? I think not. In spite of efforts 
from profit-motivated winemakers, and 
wine critics who prefer big, fruity wines, 
alternative wines are being produced 
and should be sought out. Through 
continuous experimentation, a discerning 
palate can be developed. 

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident.  For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
atnantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

‘Feng Shui’ed’ Anew, Not Without Some Trepidation

Presenting The Unique Wine Palate of Americans

After a year of great upheaval in my 
personal and professional domains, 
having moved to a new residence and 
expanded space in my office building, 
I was feeling off kilter. I was a little 
uncomfortable in my own skin, not 
sleeping well and working in a tangle 
of misplaced folders, temporary filing 
boxes and a jumble of crossed wires. 

Six months ago, I moved from my large 
historic property that for over 40 years 
had housed my public relations business 
and domicile to make way for an ever-
expanding enterprise after my wife had 
declared “Enough! I’ve lived ‘above the 
store’ my entire married life and now I’m 
living inside the store!” 

That’s when we purchased a new 
residence at Trump Park in Shrub Oak, 
which we’ve been decorating madly, while 
at our historic property we converted our 
former living quarters into new offices. 

The transition has involved a massive 
displacement of furnishings and fixtures 
and the addition of new office equipment 
to accommodate a doubling of staff, all 
of which had left me in a state of anxiety. 

Perhaps it was not totally accidental 
that I received a call from the fabulous 
Deanna Trust, feng shui consultant 
extraordinaire, about whom I had done 
a column a while back. The universe has 
responded to my need to be “feng shui’ed” 
at home and at the office to make sure 
that I hadn’t bollixed my environments 

with all this moving. 
“Come visit me fast, at both 

places,” I implored. “I need to 
get organized for a feeling of 
calm.” 

Within the month she 
arrived and I had my video 
production crew on hand 
to record the process. There 
was one terrible snag, which 
I hadn’t anticipated: my wife 
Margaret.  

I should explain that a 
happy marriage of nearly a 
half-century can be built on 
the attraction of opposites, 
and my wife doesn’t go for 
this kind of stuff. When Trust 
mentioned on the phone the 
night before that she would 
be bringing many crystals to 
“paste to the ceiling” of our new home 
to energize it, I was able to say with full 
confidence that, knowing my wife, that 
wasn’t going to happen. We agreed that 
we could work around this issue and 
I promised that at my office she could 
plaster the entire ceiling with crystals, 
like stalactites in a cave, if she liked.

At home, as soon as Trust entered the 
front door, she told me that the residence 
was “stable, a happy place, well-designed 
for good fortune and happiness.”  

While Donald Trump didn’t actually 
build the building – that honor goes to 

Louis Cappelli -- he did 
attach his name to it, and 
since he has a feng shui 
consultant for every one 
of his projects, I’m sure 
he wouldn’t have allowed 
that unless he were fully 
confident that the place 
represented him well.

Trust cleansed and 
blessed my home quickly, 
feeling that I had pretty 
much followed pointers 
she had given me from a 
consultation a year earlier. 
I had made some errors in 
my bedroom with too much 
“water” representation in 
my seascape paintings -- 
six of them -- which have 
to be replaced in favor of 

“action” representation. There were other 
minor tweaks, like having plants in two 
corners to stimulate good fortune and 
growth, but nothing that Margaret would 
consider too weird.

It was then on to the office building 
where I admitted unabashedly that I 
want to soar with success. After three 
hours I was exhausted. There was the 
creation of an altar, then the most 
exacting interpretation of each room 
from our reception area, to my manager’s 
office, other offices, a conference room, 
my office and the kitchen. There was 

rearrangement of wall art, wall color 
suggestions, and a biggie, my office chair, 
which was not commanding enough 
it seems. It was suggested that I need 
a chair that comes up high enough to 
cover the back of my head. Wouldn’t you 
know, I had just bought an expensive one 
that didn’t have that feature. 

There were also loads of crystals to 
be added in every room, some hanging 
directly from the ceiling -- one directly 
at the entrance -- others in corners 
and some from chandeliers. Certainly 
prospective clients may wonder about 
that and  ask whether I really believe in 
it all. I guess I’m like those who say they 
decide to live a good life not knowing 
whether there’s a heaven or hell, but just 
in case...

If you feel you want to improve your 
chances at happiness, good fortune and 
better health, call Deanna Trust at 973-
366-3570 or visit www.trustfengshui.
com.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public 
relations agency in Westchester (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site 
is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and 
his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call  
914-522-2076.
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Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, June 16
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. When we think of 

the perpetrators of the Holocaust we think 
of some of history’s greatest monsters. 
But were they? With Mitch Polay we will 
look into the complex behavior of the 
“Holocaust Perpetrator” through the 
lens of Franz Stengl, the Commandant 
of Treblinka Death Camp. We will watch 
a short film, “Torta Bluma,”and discuss 
Stengl’s behavior as well as the behavior of 
other perpetrators. Some primary source 
documents will be used as well. Mitch 
Polay has been widely acclaimed for his 
teaching, and just last week received an 
Excellence In Education award from the 
JCY-Westchester Community Partners. 
We appreciate him at Dorry’s too, and 
congratulate him. Please join us. No 
reservations are needed. Presentation is 6 
to 7 p.m. Food ordering starts at 5:30 p.m. 
Dorry’s Diner, 468 Mamaroneck Avenue, 
White Plains; 914-682-0005.

The College of New Rochelle Graduate 
Programs Open House. Learn about the 
college’s masters degree and certificate 
programs in education, human services, 
art and communication studies and 
nursing, including masters programs 
in public administration, art therapy, 
mental health counseling, marriage and 
family therapy, family nurse practitioner 
and many others. Meet with current 
students, faculty and administrators and 
a financial aid representative will be on 
hand to answer questions. College of New 

Rochelle, Sweeny Student Center, Rooms 
A and B, The College of New Rochelle, 
29 Castle Place, New Rochelle. 6 to 8 
p.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 1-800-933-5923 or visit www.
cnr.edu.

Subway Series Doo-Wop. Featuring 
John Kuse and The Excellents, The 
Demensions, The Quotations   and The 
Fireflies. Westchester Broadway Theatre,1 
Broadway Plaza, Elmsford. Dinner at 6:15 
p.m. Show at 8 p.m. $84 per person, plus 
tax. Info and tickets: 914-592-2222 or 
visit www.BroadwayTheatre.com.

Wednesday, June 17
TILI Shed. The White Plains Take It or 

Leave It Shed is open 2 to 4 p.m. Located 
at the Gedney Recycling Yard, 87 Gedney 
Way, White Plains.

White Plains Farmers Market. 
Wednesdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. located 
on Court Street between Main Street and 
Martine Avenue in White Plains. 

Saturday, June 20
TILI Shed. The White Plains Take It or 

Leave It Shed is open 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
the Gedney Recycling Yard, 87 Gedney 
Way, White Plains.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join guided 
trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat to help melt 
through the late winter ice. Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Saturday and Sunday 
(except June 14). Info: 914-723-3470  or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Natural Wonders Meadow Hike. 
Come from an easy hike through the 
new native wildflower meadow. Stay 
“busy as a bee” while learning about the 
productivity of pollinators and meet 
some of the local plants and animals that 
thrive in the meadow. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale 1 p.m. 
Members: Free. Non-members: $8 per 
person. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot dance 
floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with friends. 
Refreshments served. Broadway 26 
Dance, 26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 8 p.m. 
to midnight. $16. Also the first Saturday 
of each month from 3 to 6 p.m. $12. Info: 

914-725-3023 or 914-484-5101 or e-mail 
sampelayo@optonline.net.

Sunday, June 21.
Father’s Day at Playland. Dads ride 

free; all others pay only $15; 12 noon to 
10 p.m. Playland Park, Playland Parkway, 
Rye; 914-813-7010.

Father’s Day Concert.  Bring your lawn 
chairs, blankets and family and friends 
to a special Sunday evening Concert in 
Turnure Park, White Plains at 7 p.m. This 
year’s show features AM Gold, bringing 
you popular tunes from the late 1970’s 
to the early 1990’s. “Yacht Rock” music is 
known for its smooth sounds performed 
by popular artists such as: Kenny Loggins, 
the Doobie Brothers, Steely Dan, Kenny G 
and Stevie Nicks.  The show covers many 
years of great favorites.  Turnure Park is 
located diagonally across from Eastview 
School and is bordered by Main Street, 
Canfield Avenue and Lake Street. Rain 
date is Monday, June 22.

What’s the Buzz With Honeybees? 
Celebrate Father’s Day and the Summer 
Solstice and learn about the busy life 
of a honeybee hive. See why and how 
honeybees are critical players in our lives 
and in the global economy. Includes a 
tasting of local honey. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale 1 p.m. 
Members: $5 per person. Non-members: 
$8 per person. Info: 914-723-3470  or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org. 

Monday, June 22
Wild Encounters Story Time. Nature 

discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests or 
landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is 
spent outdoors. For children three to 

five years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 per 
child. Non-member: $12 per child. Every 
Monday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org. 

Tuesday, June 23
Seniors Pool Party. Westchester 

County senior citizens annual Pool Party 
and Barbecue from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at 
Saxon Woods Pool in White Plains. Rain 
date is Wednesday, June 24. Sponsored 
by Westchester County Parks and the 
county’s Department of Senior Programs 
and Services, the pool party is open to 
Westchester County residents age 60 
and older. Seniors are welcome to bring 
their young grandchildren. Since the 
pool will not be officially open, seniors 
and youngsters will have exclusive use 
of the facility. Saxon Woods also features 
the “Andy’s Place” playground, which is 
handicapped-accessible for children with 
special needs and is fun for kids of all ages. 
From 11 a.m. to noon, barbecued chicken, 
tossed salad, potato salad, juice and 
dessert will be available. Entertainment 
will be provided by the Stolen Moments 
Band along with a water aerobics and tai 
chi class presented by Tai Chi School of 
Westchester. In addition, free rounds of 
mini-golf will be available.  Participants 
are welcome to bring any additional non-
alcoholic beverages. Seating at Saxon 
Woods Pool is limited; participants are 
encouraged to bring chairs for seating. 
Admission and parking for the event are 
free; Park Passes are not required for this 
program. Suggested lunch contribution 
is $4 for seniors and a $4 fee for children. 
Call the Department of Senior Programs 
and Services at 914-813-6380 or 914-813-
6423 to check on ticket availability. 

A True, 3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Mt. Kisco 
Townhouse with Attached Garage and 
finished Lower Level with a Premium 
Location in Sought After Community. 
Oversized Deck Overlooks A Love-
ly Backyard Setting. Freshly Painted  
Interior, Stainless Steel Applianc-
es, Formal Dining Room, Large  
Bedrooms, Updated Bathrooms w/ 
Natural Stone.  Plenty of Closets and  
Storage Space! On Site Pool and Tennis... 
Timber Ridge is a Commuter’s Dream!!

Broker phone: (914) 273-9505
Listing Agent: Andrea Hoolan, Houlihan Lawrence. 

MLS # - 4521179

Townhouse for Sale

Saturday, June 20th
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On Wednesday 
evening, June 10th, The 
Rotary Club of White 
Plains teamed with 
celebrated Chef Peter 
X. Kelly and his staff 
creating a special dining 
experience/fundraiser 
for the homeless at 

Grace’s Kitchen in Grace Church at 33 
Church Street. 

Grace’s Kitchen was beautifully 
transformed into a formal dining room 
with candlelight and fresh flowers by Chef 
Kelly, his brother Ned Kelly, of Ned Kelly 
& Co, settings, design and party planners 
located in Piermont, and staff from Xaviars 
Restaurant Group. Dubbed ‘An Evening 
of Extraordinary Hospitality’ guests were 
offered a tasting of Black Truffle & Green 
Onion Risotto, or Salad of Locally Raised 
Hartsbrook Preserve Lettuces. Entrees 
included: Roast Filet Mignon of Beef, or 
Wild Sockeye Salmon with Honey & Sake 
Glaze. And for dessert: Belgian Chocolate 

Dome, or Classic Red Velvet Cake.  
Business and government leaders acted as 
wait staff, hosts and kitchen helpers. There 
was soft, live music. All foods, rentals 
and designs were graciously donated by 

Westchester County businesses including: 
ShopRite, Whole Foods, Fischer & Miller 
Meat Purveyors, and White Plains Bakery. 
Donations were also received from White 
Plains Hospital, New York Presbyterian 
Hospital, Joseph Richard Florals, and 
Lagond Music School. 

Heather Miller, president of The Rotary 
Club of White Plains said: “We want to 
shine the light on this problem right here 
in our backyard. It was an opportunity 
to raise funds to feed more 
needy families in our 
community.” More than 
$5,000 was raised to feed the 
homeless. For further info 
and future sponsorships 
contact: Heather Miller 
at (914-948-6211), or 
hmiller@rotarywp.org.

Father’s Day Pig Roast at Gaucho 
Grill. A Sunday Pig Roast and prix fixe 
menu will be served on Father’s Day, June 
21st. One of the most dynamic restaurants 
in Westchester, this Argentinean/Latin/

Italian themed venue always offers 
vibrant food and atmosphere, casual yet 
sophisticated. Proprietors Alan Nussbaum 
and his wife Maria Rubiano are amiable 
hosts who watch over this sprawling 225-

seat multi-faceted establishment with a 
diligent eye. There are private and semi-
private party facilities for up to 80 guests 
for all types of occasions. The private 
banquet room is beautifully appointed. 
Chef Angelo Magno’s specialties run the 
gamut from hefty steaks, classic Italian 
dishes and beautifully plated Latin 
favorites. The Technicolor Sunday Buffet 
Brunch is a sight to behold and enjoy. 
Daily Happy Hours in the bar/lounge keep 

things buzzing. Seasonal 
outdoor deck facing North 
Broadway. Open 7 days for 
lunch, dinner and Sunday 
brunch. Outside catering. 
Valet parking. Gaucho Grill, 
One North Broadway, White 
Plains 914-437-9966. www.
gauchogrillnewyork.com.

New Chef, Herb Farm and Vintage 
Wine at Dubrovnik. Partners Jerry Tomic 
and Nada Bernic of Dubrovnik Restaurant 
in New Rochelle recently added award 
winning Croatian Chef Antonio Selendic 
to their talented staff. And they have given 
Chef Selendic plenty of larder to work 
with. From Jerry Tomic’s family winery 
in Croatia which has been operating for 
eight generations, comes a recently arrived 
shipment of Posip Premium Ivan Tomic 
2013, a dry medium bodied wine with 
fruity accents of dried orange peel and 
dried figs, reverentially honoring Jerry’s 
late father Ivan Tomic. It is now ready for 
tasting by the glass and on the wine list. 
Meanwhile, the herb farm in the rear of 
the restaurant is growing beautifully. The 
rear umbrella deck is a wonderful perch 
overlooking the herbs, tomatoes and 
grape vines and soothing fountain. You 
can also watch as the wood burning brick 
oven is put to use grilling fresh fish and 
meats. Delightful and delicious! Open 7 
days for lunch and dinner. Party facilities. 
Valet parking. Dubrovnik, 721 Main 
Street, New Rochelle 914-637-3777. www.
dubrovnikny.com 

A Great Happy Hour in Tuckahoe. 
Proprietor Michael Cuozzo of Tuck’d 
Away Bar & Grill in Tuckahoe has been 
marking his first anniversary with a newly 
updated menu. His Happy Hours, offered 
Monday through Friday from 3 to 7 p.m. 

have become quite popular. Chef Ken 
Austria’s reasonably priced menu now 
includes such small plates as bone-in or 
boneless wings in a variety of new flavors: 
traditional buffalo, BBQ, honey BBQ, 
spicy peanut, Tequila lime, teriyaki, honey 
chipotle, sweet jerk, garlic parmesan, 
or Thai chili. The wings fly out of this 
kitchen, and you can mix and match 
flavors if you like. There is also Mussels, 
marinara, fra diavolo, or bianco style 
($4); Fried Pork Wontons served with 
Thai Chili sauce ($4); Pretzel Bites served 
with optional cheese sauce ($5); beef, 
Tuck’d, chickpea, or BBQ chicken Sliders 
(2 for $4); and a Spinach Quesadilla, 
spinach, goat cheese and mushrooms 
($5). New individual Thin Crust Pizzas 
start at $4. You can wash it all down with 
a selection of Happy Hour cocktails like 
tap or bottled beer from $3. There is also a 
Late Night Menu served Sunday through 
Thursday 10 p.m. to close; Friday and 
Saturday, 11 p.m. to close. Open 7 days a 
week for lunch and dinner. Located near 
Tuckahoe Metro-North. Tuck’d Away, 90 
Yonkers Ave., Tuckahoe. 914-222-9162 
www.tuckedaway90.com.

 Morris Gut is a restaurant consultant 
and former restaurant trade magazine 
editor. He has been tracking and writing 
about the food and dining scene in greater 
Westchester for over 25 years. He can 
be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net. 

White Plains Rotary Teams with Chef Peter Kelly

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

 By Morris Gut

Gaucho Grill, White Plains.

At Grace’s Kitchen left to right, Mrs. Ricca Kelly, Ned Kelly, Chef Peter X. Kelly, Carol Greenberg, co-chair of  
the event, and Heather Miller, president of  White Plains Rotary. The Lounge at Tuck’d Away, Tuckahoe

 Grilling whole fish at Dubrovnik, New Rochelle
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Harper’s to Host Prix-Fixe Dinner Paired with Rare Kentucky Bourbon
By Jerry Eimbinder

A special six-course, whiskey-paired 
tasting dinner will be held at Harper’s 
Restaurant and Bar in Dobbs Ferry on 
June 23.

In a collaboration between Harper’s 
and Pour, a boutique wine bar and eatery 
in Mount Kisco that also specializes in 
craft whiskeys and spirits, a prix-fixe 
dinner will be offered for $500 per person, 
including gratuity and tax. The event, 
which gets underway at 7:30 p.m., will 
be prepared by Harper’s executive chef 
Chris Vergara. The menu had not been 
determined as of last week, but Harper’s 
owner Justin Montgomery said it would 
be elaborate.

Six different whiskeys from the Old 
Rip Van Winkle Distillery in Frankfort, 
Kentucky, will be offered during dinner. 
Pour owner Anthony Colasacco will be 
on hand to answer questions about the 
whiskey.

“The Old Rip Van Winkle Distillery’s 
bourbon, often called Pappy Van 
Winkle or simply Pappy, is a cultural 
phenomenon,” Montgomery said. 
“Bourbon connoisseurs have long held it 
up as one of the world’s best, while limited 
production has ensured that it also is one 
of the world’s most sought after bourbons.” 

According to Garden & Gun, a sporting 
life and Southern food magazine, “a 
growing body of aficionados believe (Old) 
Rip Van Winkle’s aged bourbons to be the 
finest whiskeys on Earth.”

Julian P. Van Winkle III, president 
of the Old Rip Van Winkle Distillery, 
won the James Beard Foundation Award 
for Outstanding Wine and Spirits 
Professional in 2011. His grandfather, 
known as “Pappy,“ started the business in 
the 1870s.

“Bars and restaurants are limited to the 

amount of Old Rip Van Distillery 
whiskey they get by allocation,” 
Montgomery said, “To put it in 
perspective, we at Harper’s get 
one bottle each year.”

The six whiskeys being offered 
were obtained for the dinner by 
partnering with Pour. 

“Pour is one of the very few 
places in the tri-state area that 
carries the full selection of Old 
Rip Van Winkle,” Montgomery 
mentioned.

The whiskeys include the distillery’s 
most famous products -- a 20-year, 
90.4-proof bourbon Family Reserve and a 
very rare 23-year-old 95.6-proof bourbon 
Family Reserve. 

The other whiskeys are a 10-
year, 107-proof bourbon cited for 
its smoothness; a sweet bourbon 
recommended as an after dinner drink; 
one of the oldest rye whiskeys available in 
the marketplace; and a younger version of 
the 20-year-old bourbon.

Harper’s is named after Rose Harper, 
Vergara’s colorful great aunt who died in 
2010 at 101 years old. She had a long career 
in marketing and promotion and 
was a writer and author. Her 
achievements included writing 
“Mailing List Strategies: A Guide 
to Direct Mail Success,” a book 
published by McGraw-Hill in 
1986.

She is said to have consumed at 
least two glasses of Scotch daily, 
beginning at 19 and continuing 
until she was 91. During 
Prohibition, Harper drank three 
glasses per day in silent protest. 
She often ate two bowls of ice 
cream in a sitting and during 
much of her life smoked two packs of 
cigarettes daily. A bit of a fashonista, she 
had more than 300 hats in her closet.

A unique attraction of the restaurant 
during its early days was an impressive 
display of professional chefs knives, 
including butchering and 
boning knives and meat 
cleavers. The display was 
dismantled when Vergara 
needed many of the tools for 
the kitchen. 

Vergara attended the 
Culinary Institute of America 
in Hyde Park and cooked at La 
Panetiere, a French restaurant 
in Rye, and at Lincoln Center’s 
Mediterranean restaurant 
Picholine before co-founding 
Meritage, an Italian restaurant 
in Scarsdale, in 2004. He is 
also the executive chef and 
a partner at Saint George, a 
French bistro in Hastings-on-

Hudson.
Daily specials at Harper’s include a beer 

and burger on Monday for $18, half-price 
wine by the bottle on Tuesday, no corkage 
fee on Wednesday for customers who 
bring their own bottles and $1 oysters 
on Thursday. During Happy Hour (5 to 7 
p.m.) draft beer and wine by the glass is 
half-price.

Harper’s has a poured concrete bar, 90 
table seats inside the restaurant and an 
additional 30 on a secluded patio at the 
back of the restaurant.

It took over the space in Dobbs Ferry 
previously occupied by Mimosa in 
December 2010. Meritage replaced Il 

Cigno in 2004 and Saint George moved 
into a site formerly occupied for 33 years 
by Buffet de la Gare in 2013. 

Harper’s Bar & Restaurant is located at 
92 Main St. in Dobbs Ferry. Call 914-693-
2306 or visit www.harpersonmain.com for 
more information.

Justin Montgomery, owner of  Harper’s Restaurant 
and Bar in Dobbs Ferry, which will be partnering 
with Pour of  Mount Kisco to present a special dinner 
on June 23 featuring rare Kentucky bourbon.

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTOS

By Jerry Eimbinder
The summer cooking camp for 

children called “Cooking With Ms. 
Angela & Friends” will start classes 

on June 29, 2015 at 42 Restaurant & 
Events in White Plains. The pupils will 
be organized into small groups with 
each child given an opportunity to work 
hands-on with food and kitchen tools at 
stations.

“More and more kids are enjoying 
cooking,” said Angela Bastone-
Goncalves who is in charge of the 
program. “Why not give them some 
tricks and tips so they’re not just making 

typical mac and cheese?”
“Chef Anthony Goncalves and other 

guest chefs will teach the kids not only 
how to mix and measure but also how 

to put some pizazz in their family 
meals,” Bastone-Goncalves said.

“The kids will learn the basics 
such as how to follow a recipe but 
also will get tips on how to give 
ordinary ingredients some pop,” 
Bastone-Goncalves said. “Eggs 
might be nestled in holes dug 
into French bread or fruit might 
be folded into butter.”

The children will be divided 
into two age groups – 7 to 9, and 
10 and over. 

A class for kids from 7 to 9 will 
be held from August 3 through 7 at a 
cost of $275.

For children who are 10 years or older, 
two classes will be held – from June 29 
through July 3 and from July 6 through 
10. Each class costs $320 to enroll. 

For more information, go to 
cookingwithmsangela.com.

  42 Restaurant & Events is located 
in the Residences at Ritz-Carlton 
Westchester.

42 Restaurant & Events Will Hold 
Cooking Lessons for Kids

Summer cooking classes for kids will begin at 42 Restaurant 
this month.

Old Rip Van Distillery’s whiskey will be served at the special 
June 23 dinner at Harper’s Restaurant and Bar.

Harper’s Restaurant and Bar in Dobbs Ferry.

The patio at Harper’s Restaurant and Bar.
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 061615

ADOPTION
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides fi-
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or confi-
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

ARTS & ANTIQUES
ALL PAINTING & PRINTS WANTED. 
ANY SUBJECTS. Water colors, old pho-
tos of NYC, baseball items, stamps, jew-
elry, comic books. Retired Police Officer. 
(914) 262-4494

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

BUSINESS FOR SALE
RESTAURANT FOR SALE: North-
ern Catskill Business District. Cocktail 
Lounge, Bar. Main Street Margaretville 
NY an ALL SEASONS Town. Turnkey, 
available immediately by owner. 845-586-

4884 binnekil@catskill.net

EVENTS
Rinaldi Flea Markets Open Every Sun-
day through October. 900 Dutchess Turn-
pike Poughkeepsie. See you there! RIN-
ALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM

HELP WANTED
WAITRESS/WAITER & HOSTESS FOR 
BUSY DINER. Apply in person at Olym-
pic Diner, Rt. 6, Mahopac. Ask for Nick.

Hair stylists, male & female, & Recep-
tionists wanted for growing Katonah sa-
lon. 914 232 5201

CASHIER/COUNTER HELP. BP Cort-
landt Manor. Store help needed part time. 
Must be at least 21 years of age. Will train. 
Drug testing required. Call Yolanda (914) 
755-0970

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

HOME IMPROVEMENT
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 

Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

MISCELLANEOUS
CHECK ENGINE LIGHT ON - IN-
SPECTION OVERDUE. Call Gary (914) 
539-6881

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 

daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to
your home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-
3419

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a  
Classified Ad 

Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail  

classifieds
@theexaminernews.

com
Classified Ad Deadline

 is Thursdays at 5pm for  
the next week’s  

publication



15June 16- June 22, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com

By Albert Coqueran
The Coqueran Family once again 

remembered the late Matriarch of their 
family Alyce N. Coqueran by gathering at 
Yankee Stadium to watch a game in her 
honor.

The Third Annual Alyce N. Coqueran 
Memorial Game was held on Wednesday, 
June 10 at Yankee Stadium as 30 members 
of The Coqueran Family with friends 
gathered to watch the Yankees play the 
Washington Nationals.

Alyce Coqueran was a lifelong 
Tarrytown resident. She who was born 
in Tarrytown on June 6, 1926 and passed 
away in Tarrytown on December 29, 
2012, at the age of 86. 

Members of the Coqueran Family and 
friends traveled from Maryland, Virginia, 
Boston, Connecticut and many areas of 
New York to remember their late mother, 
mother-in-law, grandmother, aunt, 
cousin and friend. 

It has become a Coqueran Family 
tradition to assemble at Yankee Stadium 
during the first or second week of June to 
honor the late Alyce Coqueran, who was 
a Yankees fan, as are many members of 
The Coqueran Family.

The remembrance game in honor 
of Alyce Coqueran is a function of 
Ken Gamble’s Opening Day at Yankee 
Stadium. Gamble sponsors the game, 
as he follows the tradition of his late 
father Frank Gamble, who had his own 
Opening Day for family and friends for 
many years. 

Gamble, a native of the Bronx, brings 
approximately 500 guests to Yankee 
Stadium each year on Ken Gamble’s 
Opening Day. Gamble’s Opening Day the 

past three years has included sponsoring 
the family of the late Alyce N. Coqueran 
by giving them the opportunity to 
celebrate her birthday and remember her 
at a Yankee game.

Gamble’s tradition also includes 
receiving a free Yankees Tribute T-shirt 
distributed to all his 
guests. Each year the 
T-shirts are dedicated 
to a notable Yankee 
and a friend of The 
Gamble Family. This 
year’s T-shirts wished 
Yankees Hall of Famer 
Yogi Berra a Happy 90th 
Birthday. The shirts were 
also dedicated to the late 
Brother John Bantz, a 
former President of Mt. 
St. Michael Academy, 
who passed away on 
September 6, 2014. 
Gamble is a Mt. St. 
Michael alumnus, who 
presently serves on the 
Board at Mt. St. Michael.

Alyce N. Coqueran is not merely 
remembered by her family each 
year at Yankee Stadium. She is also 
commemorated as a staunch advocate 
for community involvement who made a 
positive difference in her community.

Alyce Coqueran was one of the original 
Founders of the Tarrytown Community 
Opportunity Center and served as a 
Board Member for 41 years. She moved 
into Franklin Courts in 1954 and served 
on the Board of Commissioners for the 
Tarrytown Municipal Housing Authority 
for 27 years.

Alyce Coqueran believed that residents 
taking a positive interest in their 
community would have a positive impact 
on the quality of life of their respective 
community. She was recognized twice 
with Proclamations dedicating “Alyce 
Coqueran Day” in Tarrytown. She was 
also distinguished with Proclamations  
by the Town of Greenburgh and 
Westchester County. 

During the fifth inning of the game on 
June 10, the Yankees paid tribute to the 
Coqueran family matriarch and displayed 
“New York Yankees Remember Alyce N. 
Coqueran” on the Scoreboard.

Yankees cameraman, Mike “Mikey 
Strikes” Messina made his way to the 

Coqueran Family’s seats to feature 
them on the Yankee Stadium Pepsi Fan 
Marquee, during the game.

After the game, 22 members of The 
Coqueran Family toasted their late 
Matriarch with dinner at Esposito’s 
Restaurant, on Mamaroneck Avenue, in 
White Plains.

My mother, Alyce N. Coqueran, was 
inducted into the Westchester County 
Senior Citizens Hall of Fame, on 
December 9, 2009. We will never forget 
the sacrifices she made for her family and 
her community.

The Coqueran Family would like to 
thank Ken and Patsy Gamble, the NY 
Yankees organization including, Greg 
Colello, the Director of Scoreboard and 
Broadcasting and Domenica Esposito, 
the owner of Esposito’s Restaurant for 
making Alyce N. Coqueran Day at 
Yankee Stadium a memorable event again 
this year.
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

EX AMINER SPORTS

By Albert Coqueran
The 2015 Alyce N. Coqueran Memorial 

Scholarship was presented to senior 
Bethany Christian, at the Sleepy Hollow 
High School Academic Awards Ceremony, 
on Monday, June 8. 

The $700 scholarship award presented 
by The Coqueran Family in memory 
of their late mother Alyce Coqueran is 
to assist a Sleepy Hollow High School 
student, who is graduating and going 
to college with expenses and any other 
financial obligations.

The Alyce N. Coqueran Memorial 
Scholarship was one of over 100 
scholarships presented to achieving 
students, during the Sleepy Hollow High 
School Academic Awards Ceremony held 
in the school’s auditorium.

The Master of Ceremonies for the 
awards presentations was Sleepy Hollow 
Principal Carol L. Conklin-Spillane, 
who was assisted by Assistant Principal 
Anthony Baxter. Both Conklin-Spillane 
and Baxter sponsored scholarships of 
their own as well.

Other scholarships presented at Sleepy 
Hollow High School, during their Awards 
Ceremony included: The Tarrytown 
Seniors Achievement Award, Robin 
Birrittella Memorial Scholarship, Dave 
Bridges Rotary Arts Award, The William 
Burnette Scholarship, Bobby Checchi 
Memorial Scholarship and over 100 more 

scholarships were awarded to deserving 
students.

Sleepy Hollow School Counselor 
Patricia Bonitatibus is the Chairperson 
of the Sleepy Hollow H.S. Scholarship 
Committee.

Alyce N. Coqueran Scholarship Presented 
at Sleepy Hollow Awards Ceremony

The Tradition Continues: Coqueran Family Honors Late Matriarch at Yankee Stadium

White Plains Examiner Sports Writer Albert 
Coqueran (left) and his sister Dr. Adrienne 
Coqueran (right), the son and daughter of  the 
late Alyce N. Coqueran, presented the Alyce N. 
Coqueran Memorial Scholarship to senior Bethany 
Christian (center), during the Sleepy Hollow High 
School Academic Awards Ceremony, on Monday, 
June 8.
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On Wednesday, June 10, The Coqueran Family with friends celebrated 
the life of  the Matriarch of  their family with the Third Annual Alyce N. 
Coqueran Day, at Yankee Stadium. The late Alyce Coqueran, who was a 
lifelong Tarrytown resident, is remembered each year by her family at 
Yankee Stadium.
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The New York Yankees also paid tribute to the late Alyce Coqueran, on 
Wednesday, June 10, by displaying “New York Yankees Remember Alyce 
N. Coqueran” on the Scoreboard at Yankee Stadium. 

After the game at Yankee Stadium in honor of  Alyce N. Coqueran on June 10, the 
Coqueran Family gathered at Esposito’s Restaurant, on Mamaroneck Avenue, in 
White Plains to remember her life and celebrate her birthday of  June 6.
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