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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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White Plains Outdoor Arts Festival 
Awards $14,000 in Scholarships

Were Too Many Trees Cut at 
German School Construction Site?
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continued on page 4

Every year White Plains High School 
seniors are awarded college scholarships 
from the proceeds of booth sales at the 
White Plains Outdoor Arts Festival. This 
year, the 53rd for WPOAF, six students 
were presented a total of $14,000 in college 
scholarships on May 19 at a ceremony at 
City Hall.

The top scholarship prize, in the 
amount of $4,000, was awarded to WPHS 
Senior Max Crawley. Max is already an 
award-winning artist, having won the 
City of White Plains reusable bag design 
contest in 2012 and the Katonah Museum 
of Art’s invitation design contest for its 
2015 Young Artists exhibition. continued on page 2
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By Pat Casey
The source of some heated discussion 

during the May 19 Planning Board 
meeting in White Plains were complaints 
by residents living near the German 
International School on Partridge Road 
that too many trees were being removed at 
the recently approved construction site to 
expand the school.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole emphasized that it was the 
responsibility of the Board to make sure 
a construction management plan was in 
place before work was initiated.

That did not happen with the German 
School project and questions were raised 

about whether or not the school had acted 
beyond the site plan approval.

Stackpole said the expectation made 
with a base tree count was that a lesser 
percentage of trees would be removed than 
had actually been cut down. However, 
Planning Board Secretary Eileen McClain 
said there were different tree counts that 
did not agree because in some instances 
groupings of trees had been circled and 
counted as “one.”

Stackpole blamed the confusing process 
on the Planning Board and said they 
needed to communicate more clearly with 
each other in the future. The Board agreed.

continued on page 2
WPOAF sample from the ‘Past Artists Gallery.”

By Pat Casey
The streets were lined with many 

spectators this year for the White Plains 
Memorial Day Parade.

Kickoff was at 10 a.m. at the corner of 
Church and Main Streets and the parade 
processed along North Broadway to the 
White Plains Rural Cemetery and Sailors 
and Soldiers Memorial Plot, lead by 
Grand Marshal and Commanding Officer, 
1st Marine Corps District, Colonel James 
Iulo USMC. 

Presented by the Mayor’s Memorial and 
Veterans Day Board and White Plains 
Recreation & Parks Department, the day’s 
theme was “Honoring all who served 
and are presently serving in these United 
States Armed Forces.”

The ceremony and laying of wreaths 
at Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Plot, 
where soldier plots date back to the 
Revolutionary War, were hosted this year 
by the Marine Corp League.

Merlin German and Milton Hoffman 
were especially remembered as deceased 
honorees.

The raising of the National Colors was 
done by Young Marines of White Plains, 
Marine Corps. The National Anthem 
was sung by Liz and Bill Huisman. 
Lieutenant Commander John Sears gave 
the invocation.

The Memorial Day address was given 
by the Grand Marshal Colonel James Iulo 
USMC.

According to the United States 
Marine Corp website Colonel Iulo was 
commissioned in 1991 as an infantry 
officer and served initially with the 
2nd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, 
California as a Rifle Platoon Commander, 
Weapons Platoon Commander and 
Company Fire Support Team Leader 
and Company Executive Officer.   While 
serving as a Rifle Platoon Commander, The White Plains High School Marching Band continued to play as it entered the gates at Rural Cemetery.
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Were Too Many Trees Cut at German School Construction Site?
continued from page 1

Also on the night’s agenda was the setting 
of a public hearing for June 15 on the 
Windward School’s six-acre subdivision at 
221 and 227 West Street.

The hearing will include final approval 
on the three-lot subdivision as well as on 
site plans for the three lots.

A representative for the Windward 
School indicated that the only changes 
from the conceptual plans were alterations 
in the houses sizes on the lots. Lot 1 had 
a 1,000 square foot house size increase. 
On lot 2 the house size increased by 300 
square feet and on lot 3 the house size was 

minimally reduced.
The plans will be posted on the city’s 

website before the hearing to allow the 
public to review them.

Acting Planning Commissioner Linda 
Puoplo explained changes to the New 
Light Industrial Mixed Use Zone that 
had been proposed for the Westmoreland 
Avenue area near the White Plains Transit 
hub.

Because the existing Light Industrial 
Zone already had several allowed uses, 
Puoplo said the addition of multi-family 
residential, hotel and extended-stay hotel 

would be Special Permit uses added to the 
zone.

No exceptions on parking would be 
allowed in the new zone.

Planning Board members discussed 
the need for more specific language in the 
ordinance relating to the “maintenance 
of the historical character of buildings to 
the maximum extend possible,” claiming 
that it was too general and could be used 
to a developer’s advantage against the best 
interests of the city.

Puoplo felt the new Historic Preservation 
law recently enacted in White Plains would 

address that issue.
Because the Westmoreland Avenue 

area is considered to be underutilized, the 
Board agreed that the goal was to expand 
and encourage tax revenue through 
redevelopment. However because the area 
is not walkable from the White Plains 
downtown – only from the transit center 
and local residences at this point – parking 
and therefore traffic through the exiting 
neighborhoods was a consideration.

Stackpole and Board member John Ioris 
agreed that the area was a tough place to 
redevelop. They also noted that the online 
shopping and banking industries had 
changed the way shopping is done and that 
had affected the brick and mortar districts 
all around White Plains.

Addressing the need to bring in 
younger residents – especially those 
who are ensconced in the world of social 
networking and mobile computer apps, 
Stackpole said: “If we want to attract the 
Millennials, we have to be sure what we 
bring in first is going to be successful.”

White Plains Outdoor Arts 
Festival Awards $14,000 in 
Scholarships
continued from page 1

Additionally, three scholarships in the 
amount of $2,500 each were given to 
Devan Lawrence, Martina Poppe, and 
Julio Santos, a $1,500 scholarship was 
awarded to Arya Vasudevan, and $1,000 
was given to John O’Shea. 

These six students were recognized for 
their “exceptional talent and devotion 
to their art,” said WPOAF Scholarship 
Chairperson D.D. Dolan, who made the 
award presentations.  

The scholarships will be sent directly 
to the college or university where the 
students enroll next year, to continue their 
artistic pursuits in a variety of mediums.  

The students’ scholarship winning art 
will be on display at the 53rd Annual 
White Plains Outdoor Arts Festival 
taking place on Saturday, May 30 and 
Sunday, May 31, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
daily in Tibbits Park, at North Broadway 
and Main Street in White Plains. The 
festival features free admission and 
approximately 70 artists displaying 
paintings, photography, ceramics, leather 
work, textiles, jewelry and many other 
handcrafted items.  The attractions also 
include children’s art activities, an exhibit 
of the scholarship winners’ work, and an 
emerging artists’ display. There is also 
the very popular raffle tent with items 
donated by the participating artists, as 
well as a food court where visitors can 
dine al fresco.

The student scholarships were made 
possible by the efforts of the all-volunteer 
WPOAF organizing committee.  For 40 of 
its 53 years, WPOAF has donated the net 
proceeds of the festival to the scholarship 
fund.  The committee estimates it  
has awarded in excess of $170,000 over 
that time. 
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The 2015-16 White Plains School 
Budget ($205,800,000; spending up 3 
percent; Tax Increase: 2.1 percent) passed 
easily on last Tuesday’s vote with nearly 
80 percent of the low-turn-out (786 votes 
yes to 203 votes no) vote in favor of the 
budget.

Board of Ed Race Results: Incumbents 
James Hricay and Rose Lovitch and 
newcomer Cayne Letizia took the three 
Board seats.

White Plains School Budget and Board Vote Snapshot
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Peace Outside Campus  
Joins Nonprofit Westchester 

Peace Outside Campus - The 
Lindsey M. Bonistall Foundation, was 
welcomed as a new member of Nonprofit 
Westchester earlier this month. The 
Valhalla-based organization named 
for a former Good Counsel Academy 
graduate who was murdered in her off-
campus college apartment is dedicated 
to promoting peaceful and safe living 
environments in college communities. 
Its goal is to empower students and their 
families to be proactive in safeguarding 
themselves against crime. In addition, the 
nonprofit organization offers programs 
that have reached over 10,000 students 
and parents. For more information, 
visitwww.peaceoutsidecampus.org.

Chappaqua Children’s Book Festival   
a nonprofit organization that promotes 
children’s literacy became a member of 

NPW at the same time.
As members of NPW the new member 

organizations will benefit  from the 
focus on shared resources, connections, 
and information that NPW offers. 
NPW represents 90 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organizations in Westchester under a 
cooperative mission to strengthen the 
impact, capacity and visibility of the 
nonprofit sector for a more just and 
caring community. 

In 2014, NPW released a study done 
in collaboration with Johns Hopkins 
Center for Civil Society Studies called 
“Westchester County Nonprofits: 
A Major Economic Engine,” which 
concluded that nonprofits are a multi-
billion dollar industry and make up the 
largest employment sector in Westchester 
County. 
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Music and Honor Mark White Plains Memorial Day Celebration
continued from page 1

he graduated from the Summer Mountain 
Leaders Course at the Marine Corps 
Mountain Warfare Training Center, 
Bridgeport, California.   Later assigned as 
the 81mm Mortar Platoon Commander, 
he deployed with Battalion Landing Team 
2/5 and the 11th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit taking part in Operation “Continue 
Hope” and “Quick Draw” in Somalia and 
Operation “Distant Runner” in Burundi.   
Upon return from deployment, he served 
as the Assistant Operations Officer then 
Operations Officer for the 2nd Battalion, 
5th Marine Regiment.

In 1995, Col Iulo was assigned to The 
Basic School, Quantico, Virginia where he 
served as a Tactics Instructor, Staff Platoon 

Commander, and Company 
Executive Officer. 

In 1997 he was assigned as 
the Aide de Camp, Marine 
Corps University, Quantico; 
the following year Col Iulo 
graduated with honors from the 
Amphibious Warfare School.

In 1999, he reported to the 
2nd Battalion, 1st Marine 
Regiment, 1st Marine Division 
where he commanded Weapons 
Company and deployed with 
the 11th  Marine Expeditionary 
Unit on a Western Pacific 
Deployment in which he 
participated in humanitarian 
assistance operations in East 

Timor. During this tour he also attended 
MAWTS-1, Weapons Tactics Instructor 
Course in Yuma, Arizona and served as 
the Battalion Fire Support Coordinator.

In 2001, Col Iulo was assigned as the 
Assistant Current Operations Officer, 
1st Marine Division. In 2002, Col Iulo 
assumed the duties of Commanding 
Officer, Recruiting Station, Fort Worth 
Texas where he successfully attained 
mission for 36 months. In 2005, he 
graduated with distinction from the 
Marine Corps Command and Staff 
College, Quantico and received a Master’s 
Degree in Military Studies.

Colonel Iulo assumed the duties of 

Future Operations Officer, 3rd Marine 
Division, III Marine Expeditionary Force, 
Okinawa, Japan from June 2006 to June 
2007.

In 2007, Col Iulo assumed command 
of the 2nd Battalion, 23rd Marine 
Regiment Inspector-Instructor Staff 
where he prepared and deployed the 
battalion for combat operations in 
support of Operation “Iraqi Freedom.” 
In 2009, Col Iulo deployed to Al Anbar 
Province, Iraq and assumed the duties of 
the Deputy Current Operations Officer, 
Multi-National Forces West in support of 
Operation “Iraqi Freedom.”.

In 2010, Col Iulo graduated with 
distinction from the Naval War College, 
Newport, Rhode Island, and received a 
Master’s Degree in National Security and 
Strategic Studies. Colonel Iulo is also 
a recipient of the Naval War College’s 
James V. Forrestal Award for Excellence in 
Strategy and Force Planning.

Colonel Iulo assumed the duties of 
Operations and Plans Chief, J95 and then 
as the Chief, Current Operations Division, 
J33, U.S. Africa Command, Stuttgart, 

Germany from July 2010 to July 
2013.

From July 2013 to July 2014 
Col Iulo served as the AC/S 
G-3/5, Marine Forces Reserve, 
New Orleans.

His personal decorations 
include the Joint Meritorious 
Service Medal, the Meritorious 
Service Medal with one gold star 
in lieu of second award, the Navy 
Commendation Medal with two 
gold stars in lieu of second and 
third awards, the Joint Service 
Achievement Medal, Navy 
Achievement Medal and the 
Army Achievement Medal.

The benediction was given 
by Chaplain Robert Donnelly 
U.S. Marines after the laying of 
wreaths by The City of White 
Plains, Police and Fire, White 
Plains Historical Society, 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution and Daughters of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War.

The flag was lowered to half-
mast and a rifle salute honored 
the departed veterans. Taps was 
played by Bob Fries Post #135 
American Legion.

 Samuel H. Pipe and Drum as it entered the gates at Rural 
Cemetery.

 A breezy day for flag carrying.

White Plains Mayor Tom Roach, members of  the Common 
Council, County Legislator Ben Boykin and honored members 
of  the military in the reviewing stand.

Flag bearers for Samuel H. Pipe and Drum as they enter the 
Rural Cemetery.

American Legion Post #135 Color Guard, Post #135 and Sons of  Post #135.
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In efforts to head off potential budget 
crunches in 2016, Westchester County 
Executive Robert Astorino announced 
a financial incentive plan for employees 
last week. Under the plan, employees 
who resign or retire by July 31, 2015 
would receive $1,000 for every year of 
completed county service, reducing 
payroll costs by more than $1.6 million 
in 2016.

“Next year’s budget promises to be very 
difficult. This incentive plan allows us to 
voluntarily reduce headcount and the cost 
of compensation, which is the county’s 
largest budget expense,” said Astorino 
in a press statement. “If employees are 
thinking of leaving their jobs, I would 
ask them to look at this incentive very 
carefully. We offered a similar incentive 
in 2010 and it was very successful in 
reducing expenses and limiting layoffs.”

The incentive is being offered to all 
employees except police and correction 
officers, investigators in the District 
Attorney’s office and elected officials. 
There is no age or service minimum 
to qualify, but it is expected that most 
employees who take the incentive will be 
those who are pension eligible – age 55 

and older with 30 years of service or 62 
and older with 20 years of service.

The incentive offer has a limited time 
frame.

Even though positions left open by 
retirements or resignations are typically 
refilled, the county can save substantial 
amounts of money because contract 
modifications and changes in state law 
make the cost of new hires less expensive, 
particularly in the areas of fringe benefits 
such as pension and health care costs. The 
average compensation of current county 
workers is approximately $130,000 a 
year; $80,000 for salary and an additional 
$50,000 or 64 percent for benefits.

The county estimates the cost of the 
incentive at about $700,000 in 2015, 
which would be recouped more than two 
times over with $1.6 million in savings in 
2016.

Legislation enabling the incentive is 
being sent to the Board of Legislators in 
time for its June 1 meeting, with Astorino 
urging prompt consideration.

If the bill passes, employees interested 
in taking advantage of the incentive must 
notify their department head by June 30. 
Their last day of service would be July 31.

White Plains Hospital is one of 
several hospitals in New York that have 
been affected by a recent data breach 
resulting in the theft of patients’ personal 
information. 

Medical Management, LLC, a medical 
billing company that provides coding 
and billing services for the emergency 
department at the hospital is responsible 
for the problem, and individuals who may 
have had information compromised are 
being notified by mail in full accordance 
with the HIPAA (Health Insurance 
Portability and Accountability Act) 
Breach Notification Rule. HIPAA covered 
entities and their business associates are 
required to provide notification following 
a breach of personal information.

Federal law enforcement authorities 
informed MML on March 16, 2015 that 
a call center employee of MML, who was 
authorized to work within MML’s billing 
system, copied certain items of personal 
information from that billing system and 
disclosed this information to a third party. 
The MML employee was immediately 
terminated and the company performed 
an extensive investigation and review.

The personal information disclosed by 

this employee included names, dates of 
birth and social security numbers. There 
is no indication that any information 
about medical history or medical 
treatment/services was disclosed. Those 
individuals whose personal information 
may have been disclosed during the 
employee’s tenure with MML (February 
2013 to March 2015) are being notified by 
mail and are being offered identity theft 
protection services at no cost through 
Kroll, Inc.

Affected individuals are encouraged 
to take other precautionary measures 
to protect their personal information, 
including placing a Fraud Alert and/or 
Security Freeze on their accounts through 
a national credit bureau. Individuals 
should also carefully review all bills and 
account statements received and report 
any suspicious activity to the financial 
institution of the account at issue.

For questions regarding this matter, 
or to learn whether your personal 
information may be included in this 
incident, you may contact the dedicated 
Kroll call center that has been set-up at 
1-855-330-6364, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Eastern 
Time), Monday through Friday.

County May Offer Separation Package to 
Employees to Stave Off Budget Problems

What to do if You are Impacted by  
the White Plains Hospital Data Theft
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By Martin Wilbur
County Legislator Peter Harckham 

(D-North Salem) announced Wednesday 
that he has been appointed by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo to serve in his administration 
and will resign his Board of Legislators 
position effective June 1.

Harckham, 54, who decided earlier this 
year against running for a fifth term, will 
leave to become the assistant director of 
the Office of Community Renewal in 
Manhattan. He said the job would require 
him to work with local governments 
throughout the lower and mid-Hudson 
Valley on issues of economic development, 
construction of more housing and using 
Community Development Block Grant 
(CDGB) funds for community renewal 
projects.

Harckham said earlier this year the 
governor’s office reached out to him to see 
if he was interested in a position using his 
experience.

“I’m honored to have been appointed by 
the governor, and this is an opportunity 
to go back to my roots and work on 
some of the issues that I’m familiar 
with,” Harckham said. “This is a great 
opportunity.”

Before being elected to the Board of 
Legislators in 2007, Harckham had worked 
with A-Home, the Pleasantville-based 
organization that transforms properties to 
create affordable housing for seniors and 

the disabled in northern Westchester.
Harckham will start his new job on June 

3. He is expected to submit his resignation 
after the Board of Legislators’ June 1 
meeting. 

Since there will be less than seven 
months remaining in Harckham’s term, 
the remaining 16 legislators will vote for 

his replacement, said Chairman 
Michael Kaplowitz (D-Somers). 
However, that appointee is 
not allowed to run for the seat 
under the terms of the county 
charter.

Last week Mount Kisco 
Village Trustee Karen Schleimer 
announced her bid to run for 
the seat for the Democrats in 
hopes of succeeding Harckham.

While no replacement has 
been identified, Kaplowitz said 
he is “committed” to appointing 
a Democrat, the political party 
chosen by District 2 voters in 
the 2013 general election. He 
said he expects the vacancy to 
be filled at the June 15 meeting. 
Without Harckham, Democrats 
hold a 9-7 advantage on the 
board.

The appointed member 
will step aside once the general 
election is certified. Under state 
law, all elections must be certified 
by Dec. 1.

Meanwhile, Kaplowitz joined other 
Democrats praising Harckham’s seven-
and-a-half years on the job.

“Peter brought dedication and an 
admirable work ethic to his job as 
legislator, and that’s why he will be 
successful in his new position as assistant 

director of the Office of Community 
Renewal,” Kaplowitz said. “I look forward 
to working with Peter in his new role.”

Democratic Majority Leader Catherine 
Borgia (D-Ossining) congratulated 
Harckham on his appointment and said 
his expertise will be missed.

“Pete’s commitment to serving all of 
the people of Westchester has been at 
the core of so many positive things that 
have happened in Westchester in the 
past decade,” Borgia said. “While we will 
certainly miss him, there is no doubt that 
he will continue to work on behalf of the 
people of Westchester.” 

Harckham said while he will be based 
out of New York City, the job would 
require him to work in the field with local 
governments in Westchester, Putnam, 
Rockland, Orange, Dutchess, Ulster and 
Sullivan counties.

Although he is looking forward to the 
new challenge, Harckham said he would 
carry fond memories of his time on the 
Board of Legislators.

“I’ll miss the job, I’ll miss my colleagues, 
I’ll miss all of the staff that I worked with 
and I’ll miss the people that I work for--
the people of the district,” he said.

Harckham, who served as majority 
leader for four years on the Board of 
Legislators, was one of seven people 
appointed this week by Cuomo to the 
administration.
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
INTERNAL MEDICINE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-940-2500
PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129

CARMEL: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

CORTLANDT MANOR:
GENERAL SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2315
OB/GYN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-1697

CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675

JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135

MAHOPAC:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-248-5556

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

Harckham Appointed to Cuomo’s Administration, to Resign BOL June 1

Peter Harckham will join Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s administration 
next week as the assistant director of  the Office of  Community 
Renewal.



7May 26- June 1, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com

Police Blotter
Greenburgh Police Department

Robbery. On the morning of May 
11 police responded to a call about a 
robbery at Saks 5th Ave at 29 Tarrytown 
Rd. The store manager had witnessed the 
crime, reporting that she had observed 
two women in the handbag section, 
one carrying several handbags. The first 
female is described as being black, in 
her late 30s to early 40s, approx. 5’5” 
and 180 lbs. with black colored hair 
braided in a pony tail, wearing a dark 
colored tank top, a long white skirt, and 
carrying a baby. The other woman was 
described as a thin, elderly black woman 
in her 60s, wearing a light colored button 
down shirt, black pants, and sunglasses. 
The store manager said that when she 
approached the woman with the baby 
who was carrying numerous bags to ask 
if she needed help the women ran past 
all points of sale and exited the store 
with the handbags. The store manager 
ran after the women and tried to stop 
the first woman from entering a gray 
Mercedes Benz truck parked in front of 
the store. As the manager tried to grab 
the bags, she was hit repeatedly on the 
wrist and forearm with the car door. 
She was able to retrieve one bag. The 
remaining eight that were stolen had a 
value of approximately $9358. While this 
was happening the other elderly women 
jumped in the rear passenger side seat of 
the vehicle also carrying several bags. The 
driver was described as a black female in 
her 30s, wearing leopard print clothing, 
with blonde shoulder length hair. The 
store manager was treated for her injuries 
by EMT. The Street Crime and Detective 
Division were notified. 

Grand Larceny. On May 11 officers 
responded to the Greenburgh Town 
Library for a report of a stolen 
motorcycle. The victim said his blue 2005 
Kawasaki motorcycle was stolen out of 
the upper parking lot. He had the key to 
the bike with him and when he parked 
it, the steering was locked. The victim 
further described the bike as blue with 
white lettering and that the break pads 

and forks were gold in color. There is no 
video surveillance facing the parking lot. 
The theft was reported to Comsec.

Possession of Controlled Substance. 
On May 11 officers observed a vehicle 
traveling east on Tarrytown Road fail to 
signal a lane change. A traffic stop was 
conducted and officers made contact with 
the driver. A black pouch was observed 
on the driver side door jam with two 
crack pipes. A DMV check revealed the 
driver had a revoked NY State ID. A 
further search revealed a plastic twist bag 
containing a white rock like substance 
believed to be crack-cocaine and another 
crack pipe. The driver was placed 
under arrest and transported to police 
headquarters. A passenger in the front 
seat was released on location without 
incident. The vehicle was impounded to 
police headquarters. Further inventory of 
the vehicle yielded a medicine bottle with 
pills identified as a controlled substance. 
The offender was booked, processed, and 
issued a Court date. The drugs and drug 
paraphernalia were photographed and 
vouchered into evidence.

Petit Larceny. On May 11 a Metro 
North commuter reported that at about 
9 a.m. she had parked her bicycle in the 
bike rack located next to the Starbucks 
in front of the Hartsdale train station. 
She then properly secured the bike 
using a thick black combination bike 
lock and took the train to work. When 
she returned to the bike rack at approx. 
5:30 p.m., her bike was missing. Initial 
canvass of area revealed negative results. 
Police interviewed the manager at Indigo 
Chic whose building camera may have 
been facing in the direction of the bike 
rack. The camera belongs to the buildings 
owner. No other visible cameras in the 
area. No suspects at this time.

Suspicious Incident. On May 11 a 
woman reported to police that she had 
been receiving phone calls and texts from 
random people in response to a fabricated 
ad placed in the “personal encounters” 

section of Craig’s list. The ad listed her 
phone number and said: “Looking for 
some company tonight single, lite skin 
and ready for any and everything you are. 
Call and let’s meet up.” The woman said 
she thinks she knows who placed the false 
ad and gave police the information. They 
tried to reach the suspect with negative 
results. The ad has been removed from 
Craig’s List. Nothing further at this time.

Petit Larceny. On the evening of May 
11 police responded to 100 Manhattan 
Ave. for a report of a larceny of sneakers. 
On arrival police made contact with the 
victim who said he had recently used 
Facebook to sell a pair of sneakers. 
According to the victim, a male subject 
agreed to buy the sneakers, and they had 
agreed to meet at this address, on this 
date and time. The victim reports that 
when he arrived, he made contact with 
the buyer, who then led him inside the 
front door of the building, up the East 
staircase, and onto the second floor. The 
subject then asked to handle the sneakers 
and bring them to his mom down the hall, 
to look at. The victim reports the subject 
asked him to stay at the double doors in 
the hallway, and the subject proceeded 
toward the West staircase, where he ran 
off with the sneakers. The victim did not 
chase the suspect, but instead called 911. 
According to the victim, he never got 
the suspect’s name or specific address, 
but only knows his Facebook name. The 
suspect is described as a black male, 
about 19 years old, height 5’10”, bald, no 
facial hair, wearing a black tee shirt, grey 
sweat pants, and Reebok sneakers black/
grey/neon green in color. The victim 
and the suspect may have walked by the 
lobby cameras at 100 Manhattan Ave. The 
crime is being investigated.

Suspicious Incident. After dark on 
May 11 police responded to the parking 
lot of 505 White Plains Rd. for a report 
of possible drug activity in a vehicle. 
The vehicle was described as a grey 
Volkswagen Jetta. Upon arrival, police 
located a vehicle fitting that description 
parked in the lot, facing the fence line for 
the Old White Plains Road scatter sight. 
Police observed and made contact with 
the one female occupant. She had just 
sent a text message on her phone and said 
she was waiting for her friend. Within 
about 30 seconds a white male quickly 
walked toward the vehicle from within 
the scatter sight. He said he was supposed 
to meet a friend somewhere in that area, 
however, he was not able to provide a 
specific address, and his response was 
very indirect. The male appeared nervous 
and based on the responding officer’s 
level of suspicion, and the fact that the 
area is a known drug offense location, 
further investigation was pursued by 
interviewing the two subjects separately. 
The male repeatedly displayed furtive 

movements of his hands around his 
pants pockets, and was patted down for 
weapons. No weapons were recovered. 
The male’s account of his reason for being 
in a known drug offense location changed 
numerous times during the interview. 
The woman, however, admitted that 
they had in fact come to this location 
to buy weed, but because police arrived 
they did not get a chance to complete 
the purchase. The male continued 
to maintain that he was not there to 
purchase drugs. Police did not detect any 
odor of Marijuana, observe any evidence 
of illegal drugs within plain view, and 
neither party appeared to be under the 
influence of alcohol or narcotics. They 
were both advised not to congregate in 
known drug offense locations, and were 
sent on their way. Frisk cards were filed 
on both subjects.

Neighborly Dispute. On the morning 
of May 12 a woman told police that her 
neighbor gave her the middle finger and 
took pictures of her while she was in her 
vehicle. She reported that her neighbor’s 
actions are an ongoing issue that had 
come from a dispute regarding his dog. 
On the morning of the police report, the 
woman said that while she was parked in 
her vehicle waiting to put her children 
on the school bus, her neighbor entered 
the street, pulled his vehicle in front of 
her vehicle, and gave her the middle 
finger. She also said that he was moving 
his vehicle forward in an attempt to have 
her back up. The neighbor further got out 
of his vehicle and took a picture of her 
vehicle. Police spoke with the neighbor 
who said the woman was parked facing 
the wrong way on the street and that 
she was in violation. He said that when 
he entered the street, she was parked 
in his lane of traffic, parked left side to 
the curb. He said he never gave her the 
middle finger but only shook his head 
in frustration. The photographs he took 
were to document that she was parked 
in the wrong direction. The woman said 
she does park in the opposite direction, 
left side to the curb, while she waits for 
the school bus, and that she only parks 
for 5 minuets and that she is parked in 
that position so she does not block traffic 
or the stop sign at the end of the street. 
The woman asked to file a report for 
documentation purposes. She was also 
advised to park on the right side of the 
roadway to avoid any confrontation in 
the future.
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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John A. Caridi

John A. Caridi, 80, of Boca Raton, 
Florida,  formerly of Valhalla,  was 
surrounded by his family when he 
died on Saturday, March 14 in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, while undergoing 
medical treatment. He fought a six-year 
courageous battle with Multiple Myeloma. 
John was born September 21, 1934 to the 
late John and Mary (Foti) Caridi in White 
Plains.

John graduated from White Plains 
High School and then proudly served in 
the United States Army. He later became 
a business owner in the Tile Setting 
Industry where he was a very creative and 
skilled craftsman. John was active in his 
early years at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Church in White Plains, where he was 
a member of the Knights of Columbus. 
He lived in Valhalla for 30 years with his 
family. He was active at Holy Name of 
Jesus Church in Valhalla where he was a 
member of the Holy Name Society and 
served as an usher. He enjoyed cooking, 
gardening and making homemade wine, 
but his true passion was being a husband, 
father and grandfather and he loved his 
family dearly. He was very strong and 
intelligent and showed us all how to live 
a life full of caring, compassion and joy.

John was preceded in death by 
one daughter: Roxanne Caridi; four 
brothers: Anthony, Peter, Carmelo and 
Paul Caridi; two sisters: Phyllis Pacini 
and Carol Caridi. He is survived by the 
love of his life and wife of 57 years Joan 
(Criscione) Caridi, their four wonderful 
children: Phyllis Caridi of Boca Raton; 
Stacie Baumgartner and husband Jason 
of Danbury; John Caridi of Peekskill and 
Michael Caridi and wife Andrea of White 
Plains; three amazing grandchildren: 
Apryl Caridi and twins Mia and Michael 
Caridi; three sisters: Josephine Gambelli 
of New York, Rose Martins and husband 
Manuel of Thornwood and Mary Falcone 
and husband Kevin of White Plains and 
one brother: Salvatore Caridi of White 
Plains, with a host of nieces and nephews 
that he loved dearly.

The family cannot thank the doctors 
and nurses in both Arkansas and Florida 
for their exceptional care and love they 
offered him throughout his battle.

A Memorial Mass will be held at Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Church in White 
Plains followed by inurnment at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery on  Saturday May 30, 
2015 at 9:30 a.m. Arrangements have been 
entrusted to Cremations and Funeral 
Service of Arkansas. Guests may register 
at www.arcremation.com.

Anthony Simon Pohl

Anthony Simon Pohl passed away on 
May 21 at Christus Santa Rosa Hospital 
in San Antonio, Texas. He was 87 years 
old. He was born on July 17, 1927 to 
Frederic and Eugenia Pohl in Manhattan. 
His parents had emigrated from Europe 
a few years earlier. The family returned 
to Europe after the start of the Great 
Depression, and Anthony was raised 
in Strasbourg, Alsace France, until the 
Germans invaded Poland in 1939. The 
Pohl family then spent the rest of the War 
as internally displaced persons in Lyons, 
France.

As a teenager, Anthony Pohl worked in 
support of the French Resistance against 
the German occupation. 

He met Denise Dechaux while pursuing 
an education in music. They married in 
1954.

As a natural-born U.S. citizen, Anthony 
Pohl decided it was his duty to enlist in 
the American army following the War. 
His service as a non-commissioned officer 
in the U.S. Army eventually took him and 
his wife to the United States. The Pohls 
had two children, Beatrice and Dominic, 
and Anthony’s wife Denise became a 
naturalized U.S. citizen. 

Following his service in the Army, 
Anthony continued his career in law 
enforcement, joining the Federal Bureau 
of Narcotics as a Special Agent of the 
Treasury Department. and its successor 
organizations, the Bureau of Narcotics 
and Dangerous Drugs and the Drug 
Enforcement Administration of the 
Justice Department. Pohl was directly 
involved in the highest profile federal 
drug interdiction cases of the 1970s, to 
include the French Connection case. 

Anthony Pohl left federal government 
service in late 1974 to enter the private 
sector. He joined IBM, where he served as 
a senior executive for industrial security. 
He retired in 1993, and lived out his 
retirement in White Plains. 

Anthony’s wife Denise passed away 
in 2004. Anthony is survived by his 
daughter, Beatrice, as well as his son 
Dominic and daughter-in-law Denise, 
and four grandchildren, Theresa, Emily, 
Louis, and Isaac.

The funeral Mass for Anthony Simon 
Pohl will be celebrated at 9:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, May 26 at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Roman Catholic Church in 
White Plains. The burial will be at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery.

Margaret Donahue 

Margaret M. Donahue, 98, of West 
Harrison, the former owner and founder 
of Donahue’s Stationary Store in West 
Harrison, died peacefully in her sleep 
Thursday May 21 at The Kensington in 
White Plains. 

Mrs. Donahue lived a long, healthy 
life surrounded by friends and family 
who supported her business, an anchor 
in the town of West Harrison since 1950. 
Margaret ran the store with her husband, 
Patrick H. Donahue Sr., until 1981.

Margaret was born on September 24, 
1916 in White Plains to Mr. and Mrs. 
Hollis C. Eisner. She married Patrick Sr. 
in 1944 at St. John the Evangelist Church 
in White Plains. During her early years, 
Margaret attended White Plains schools 
and worked at the New York Telephone 
Company before starting her family’s 
business. Margaret loved the New York 
Yankees and working in her store with 
her son, Patrick Jr., into her early 90s. It 
was in her store where she made many 
life-long friends while contributing to 
her local community by beautifying the 
downtown district and volunteering her 
time at many town events.

Margaret is survived by her two 
children: Patrick Jr. of White Plains and 
Kathy Bologna of Princeton, New Jersey 
and Nantucket, MA. In addition to her 
children, Margaret is survived by her 
grandchildren: Alison, Jessica and Jaclyn 
Bologna. Margaret is also survived by her 
son-in-law, Thomas Bologna, her dear 
niece, Joyce Farrell and Patrick’s partner, 
Long Wei Guan.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations 
to the Tuberous Sclerosis Alliance: 801 
Roeder Road Suite 750, Silver Springs, 
MD 20910.
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Whenever I see a model home, I marvel 
at how a professional designer can throw 
together a beautiful living space with so 
many creative ideas so quickly. Some 
peoples’ minds are just wired that way, 
but mine is not. In fact, the one college 
course I dropped mid-term was interior 
design.  

While I’ve frequently heard other 
people boast about how quickly they’ve 
“settled in” when they’ve purchased a 
new home or moved from one place to 
another, either working with a decorator 
or doing it themselves, I need to add the 
element of time to be fully happy with 
any design project I tackle.

I remember years ago when I invited 
one of the editors of Good Housekeeping 
to my home, she asked how long I had 
lived at my property. When I responded 
“20 years,” she said, “It shows.” And truly, 
it wasn’t until another 10 years that I was 
really happy with what I had done there.

I know I’m not alone. When the 
question “How long did it take for you 
to decorate your home?” is asked online, 
most people write things like “I’ve been in 
my house three years and I’m STILL not 
done.” Some will elaborate and share that 
they enjoy the “process.” For instance, one 
response was “I just kind of bought things 

here and there, changed them 
out, changed my mind and 
now I am starting to fix it 
exactly how I want it.”

My wife’s theory is that 
when a decorator does a 
model home, it’s easier 
because the assignment is 
impersonal. 

“There are no personal 
memories attached to the 
things selected so it’s easier to 
bring the plan together,” she 
said. “But there’s the danger 
there that the end result is 
going to lack any ‘soul,’ and 
that can happen if a decorator 
selects everything for you.”

With our current move, 
our biggest dilemma  has 
been dealing with too much 
“soul” in that our decades of 
collections had to be reduced from nearly 
4,000 square feet to less than half that. This 
time around, my wife wanted more open 
space than we had in our antique home, 
but after six months in our spanking new 
condo, slowly adding this and that from 
many things we had previously vowed to 
sell or give away, we’ve definitely missed  
that opportunity.

There was a second 
problem, a big one that the 
time element helped solve. 
I had always resisted the 
idea of having a television 
set in our living room, no 
matter where we lived. In 
our old home, we had a 
television only in the master 
bedroom and a small one 
in our library. When our 
family visited, we all would 
pile into the bedroom 
if we wanted to watch a 
show together, and my wife 
always hated that.  

She insisted that in 
our new condo at Trump 
Residences in Shrub Oak, 
there must be a large 
television installed above 
the fireplace/mantel that we 

are having designed and installed. I had 
been “angsting” about that for months. 
It was probably the biggest decorating 
conflict my wife and I had ever had. I have 
always hated visiting beautifully designed 
homes costing over a million dollars to 
find a big “black hole” of a television set 
over the fireplace in a living room. In a 
family room, fine. 

Last week, the workers arrived to install 
the magnificent mantel with its gorgeous 
Carrera marble inset and its rich baronial-
style design. Inwardly I was balking at the 
idea of having the television plopped on 
top of it. I stayed awake thinking about it. 
I knew that once the new TV and sound 
system was installed, I would be stuck 
looking at that big black screen, center 
stage, for the rest of my life.

With a lot of pleading, my wife gave 
me one last stay of execution. We are 
now planning to place the tube on the 
far side of the room above a bookcase in 
the corner. Thank goodness it took some 
months to plan, design and build the 
cabinetry for the living room because it 
helped me avoid the bullet of a lifetime 
eyesore. Once again, it was the element of 
time that came to my rescue. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public 
relations agency in Westchester (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site 
is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and 
his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, 
 call 914-522-2076.

The Katonah Art Center (KAC), which 
has raised more than $2,000 toward 
relief for Nepal earthquake victims, will 
continue the effort in June with the Art 
for Nepal Earthquake Relief Exhibit at the 
center’s Anderson Chase Gallery and the 
KAC Mandala Project, a free collaborative 
effort open to community participation. 

KAC has a longstanding connection 
to Nepal through Liana Chase, whose 
mother, Loren Anderson, founded the 
art center 18 years ago and worked as a 
pottery assistant, assistant and instructor 
for many years.

Chase, a graduate of John Jay High 
School and Dartmouth College, is an 
anthropologist who first traveled to Nepal 
in 2008 and later returned in 2011-12 as a 
Fulbright scholar in Nepal working with 
Bhutanese refugees. 

She has maintained close ties with the 
country and contributed to other Nepal-
based projects throughout her graduate 
studies at McGill University.

The art center’s other connection to 
Nepal is through Larry Frank, an artist, 
KAC instructor and director of its new 
exhibition space, the Anderson Chase 
Gallery. Frank has been a resident artist 
at several locations in Asia has traveled 
extensively in Nepal and has a wide 
network of Nepali friends, many of whom 
have been affected by the earthquake.

Upon learning of the devastation, 
Chase sent a letter to the KAC community 
asking for donations. The donations 
were collected through a nonprofit 

organization, Educating Nepal. Chase 
chose Educating Nepal, based in the 
Sindhupalchowk District, because as a 
local organization donations go directly 
to helping the Nepalese people working 
on the frontlines of the disaster. The area 
also faced floods and landslides last year, 
which saw significant loss of life. 

Sindhupalchowk has been devastated 
by the recent earthquakes. Chase’s 
connections have reported to her that 
most houses have been destroyed 
and survivors are in need of medical 
assistance. Hundreds of children are 
starving without a roof over their head. 

There is no electricity lights, inadequate 
clothing and landslides have blocked 
access to the village. 

Most of the relief campaigns have 
been concentrated in the Kathmandu 
Valley, and villagers in Sindhupalchowk 
are now dying after having survived the 
earthquake.

KAC’s Anderson Chase Gallery, will be 
holding the show featuring photographs 
and paintings of Nepal and work created 
by Nepali artists and artisans. Frank will 
curate the exhibit. 

The Art for Nepal Earthquake Relief 
exhibit and the Mandala Project will 

open on Saturday, June 13 from 3:30 
to 5:30 p.m. with a reception featuring 
a sampling of Nepali food, donated by 
Gyaljen Nuru Sherpa, owner of Jewel of 
Himalaya restaurant in Yorktown Heights 
and formerly in Harrison, and an update 
by Frank on the relief efforts in Nepal. The 
exhibit will run through June 28.

The KAC Mandala Project is a 
collaborative art project, which will 
coincide with the exhibit. Community 
members are invited to visit, learn and try 
their hand at the ancient art of Buddhist 
Mandala sand painting. Older children, 
teens and adults can try traditional sand 
painting tools called Chak pur and spend 
time working on the Mandala Project. 
Younger children will have their own sand 
painting station and can create individual 
Mandalas to bring home.

The art exhibit and the KAC Mandala 
Project will be open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. for the duration of 
the exhibit. Donations and all proceeds 
from sales will go to Educating Nepal. 
You may also donate directly to Educating 
Nepal through www.gofundme.
com/999Nepal.

The Element of Time in Planning Anything Inside or Out

Katonah Art Center Exhibit to Benefit Nepal Earthquake Victims
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Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.

An upcoming exhibit at the Katonah Art Center Nepal will raise money for earthquake victims in Nepal.
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What are 
A m e r i c a n s 
drinking? How 
much are Americans 
drinking?

These are subjects 
I’ve explored 
on numerous 

occasions with readers. And each year 
the dynamics change. As the availability 
of international wines increases in the 
United States, and as Americans’ palates 
and wallets expand, the breadth and depth 
of wine sales has steadily evolved over the 
last 10-plus years.

What has become evident is that we 
have gained international prominence in 
the international wine market. To wit:

American consumers can now lay claim 
to the highest overall wine consumption 
in the world. 

We consume more wine than ever, 13 
bottles per year. That’s more than one 
glass every week per every man, woman 
and child.

Our 21st century palates now dictate 
the style of wine being produced, here in 
the United States and in the premier wine 
regions of the world, including Bordeaux, 
Burgundy, Piedmont and Tuscany.

Industry surveys track what American 
consumers are purchasing for home 
consumption: big, fruit-forward wines 

with mild tannins and moderate acidity.
Very few surveys track our purchasing 

habits away from home. Are we enjoying 
the same wines in restaurants? Do we 
differentiate when we dine out? 

Anecdotal information would indicate 
that we do. Outside our homes, we tend 
to be more adventurous, taking risks 
we otherwise would avoid. This creates 
an anomaly of sorts, which I never 
understood. Why take a 
chance on an unknown 
wine, recommended 
by an unknown 
sommelier? However, 
this is precisely what 
is occurring  in many 
American restaurants 
today.

Or so it seems. 
While a good number of us are willing 

to consider a restaurant experience as a lab 
experiment, most stick to a comfort zone 
honed from past restaurant experiences. 
And we compartmentalize. 

With the rise of multicultural menus at 
restaurants, where ingredients dictate the 
offerings, not ethnicity, the wine selection 
rules are without borders. Eclectic 
rules; obscure reigns supreme. The new 
generation of sommeliers has partnered 
with executive chefs to compose wine lists 
that explore new possibilities in pairing 

food and wine. 
These young, highly trained “somms” 

are just as anxious to explore the nooks 
and crannies of wine regions as diners are 
to engage them as virtual tour guides in 
search of their next favorite wine.

An annual survey of the top 50 wines 
sold at restaurants in the fourth quarter 
of 2014 is revealing. Wine & Spirits 
magazine recently polled 242 Zagat-rated 

restaurants in the United 
States for their 10 best-
selling wines.

Herewith, several 
highlights from the Wine & 
Spirits 26th  annual survey:

The top wine 10 years ago 
garnered 19.3 percent of all 
votes. This year, a different 
wine won top honors with 

only 7.8 percent of all votes. The obvious 
implication is that diners are ordering 
greater numbers of wines than ever before. 
Diversity is the new dining mindset.

A new trend is to enjoy champagne with 
dinner. And different styles of champagne 
with each course, from lighter to more 
robust, from sweeter to drier, from 
creamier texture to acidic mouth-feel.

Fully 80 percent of the top 50 restaurant 
wines are produced in America. Across 
the full spectrum of the hundreds of 
wines ordered, 46 percent were American,  

22 percent French and 18 percent Italian. 
The most popular grapes were Cabernet 

Sauvignon (16.6 percent of all wines 
ordered, an increase from 2010), Pinot 
Noir (14.5 percent, similar to 2010) 
and Chardonnay (11.4 percent, down 
significantly from 2010).

The Top 10 selling wines were:
1. Jordan Vineyard & Winery
     2. Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars
3. Sonoma-Cutrer Vineyards
4. Duckhorn Vineyards
5. Cakebread Cellars
6. Caymus Vineyards
7. Silver Oak Wine Cellars
8. Kistler Vineyards
9. Veuve Clicquot
     10. Chateau Ste. Michelle
Are you at the vanguard of today’s wine 

scene? As a consumer in the wine capital 
of the world, trust your globally-trained 
palate. Be adventurous as you search for 
your next favorite wine, be it at a wine 
shop or restaurant.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35 year 
Pleasantville resident.  For over 15 years 
he has conducted  wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers 
personalized wine tastings 
and wine travel services. 
Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting.

By Nick Antonaccio

The Predictable Yet Nuanced American Wine Palate
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Burgers are the “Prime” Attraction at The Prime in Hastings-on-Hudson

What’s Popular at the Black Cat Cafe in Irvington?

By Jerry Eimbinder
Eleven burgers appear on the menu at 

The Prime in Hastings-on-Hudson plus 
dishes ranging from traditional pub fare 
to an eight-ounce filet mignon with onion 
rings and peppercorn sauce ($32). The 
Prime was opened in November 2013 by 
brothers Mike and John DiMiceli.

“The Rockefeller Center is our best 
selling burger — an old favorite enjoying 
new popularity,” said Mike DiMiceli. “It 
comes with Swiss cheese and crispy bacon 
and is priced at $12.50.”  

Burgers cost the same at lunch and 
dinner and are accompanied by lettuce, 
tomato, raw onion and shoestring fries. 
The choices:

1. Rockefeller Center.  Bacon and Swiss 
cheese ($12.50)

2. 5 East 51st Street. Beef ($9.95) or with 
cheese ($10.95)

3. Empire State.  Chili and cheddar 
cheese ($12.95)

4. St. Patrick’s. Avocado and blue cheese 
($12.95)

5. Radio City. Mushrooms, Swiss cheese 
and caramelized onions ($11.95)

6. Little Italy.  Marinara sauce and 
mozzarella cheese ($11.95)

7. 645 Fifth Avenue.  Veggie burger 
($9.95)

8. Grand Central. Turkey burger ($9.95)
9. 520 Madison. Gorgonzola cheese and 

bacon ($12.95)
10. N.Y. Pretzel. Spicy horseradish, hot 

mustard, pretzel bun ($10.95)
11. The Prime.  Ten-ounce beef burger 

with lettuce, tomato, onions, pickles and 
house-made sweet pepper relish ($15.95)

Non-menu specials are offered on 
weekends only. “The most popular of the 
specials,” Mike DiMiceli said, “is angel-
hair pasta with shrimp, followed by prime 
rib and meatloaf.”   

The brothers were the proprietors 
of  The Primeburger, a Manhattan 
institution that closed in 2012 when the 
building in  which it was located was 
sold. The Primeburger was on East 51st 
Street across the street from St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral. It was recognized by the 
James Beard Foundation in 2004  as an 
“American Classic Restaurant.”

Tony DiMiceli, the brothers’ dad, 
bought  The Primeburger  in 1976 and 
retained its name. Later, Mike and John 
took over running the business.

During the  years that the DiMiceli’s 
operated The Primeburger, not one drop 
of alcohol was ever served out of respect 
for the world-famous  church across the 
way. The Prime, however has a full-service 
bar.

Sandwiches and wraps cost from $7.95 to 

$12.95 (at lunch or dinner, 
the price is the same) and 
come with a choice of 
French fries or salad. The 
slider choices are beef 
with cheddar cheese; 
pulled pork; chicken with 
pepper jack cheese; and 
Philly cheese, priced at 
three sliders for $9.95. 
Wings  cost $9.95 for ten 
or $16.95 for twenty.

Salads range from $4.95 
for a house salad to $13.95 
for a buffalo chicken 

salad with  crumbled blue cheese, 
Romaine lettuce and ranch dressing. 
The list includes Caesar, Hastings Cobb, 
beet and goat cheese.

Starters include fish tacos, chicken 
tenders, Mozzarella sticks, spinach and 
artichoke dip, nachos,  calamari, chili, 
mac-and-cheese and soup.

Ribeye steak was recently added to the 
entrée list which also includes New York 
strip and hanger steaks, chicken, salmon, 
crab cakes and pasta.

The weekend (Saturday and Sunday) 
brunch has omelets from $9.95, French 
toast with bacon ($8.95), Belgian waffles 
with chicken ($10.95), pancakes ($8.50), 
Eggs Benedict ($9.95),  Maryland crab 
cake sandwich ($10.95), bagel with cream 
cheese and lox ($12.95) and hanger steak 
and eggs ($14.95). 

During brunch, two hours of unlimited 
Mimosas, Bellinis or Bloody Marys are 
available at a cost of $15.

Mike and his family are residents of 

Ardsley and John and his family live in 
Thornwood. 

The Prime  can seat 80; it has  30 
additional  seats in the bar area and 25 
more outdoors on the front patio when 
weather permits.

It is open seven days a week. Lunch 
is served Monday through Saturday 
beginning at 11 a.m. Dinner is served 
every evening from 5 to 10 p.m. Weekend 
brunch is available from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.  The bar closes on Monday through 
Saturday  at 2 a.m.  and at midnight on 
Sunday.

Live entertainment is usually offered on 
Friday or Saturday evenings. A schedule 
appears on the restaurant’s Facebook page.

The Prime can accommodate 
private parties up to 100 people and  
offers catering services.  

The Prime, an American Grille,  
19 Main Street, Hastings-on-Hudson;  
914-478-1147.

By Jerry Eimbinder
Looking for a cappuccino, a smoothie, 

a snack or something more filling? No 
problem.

A friendly, cozy place sure to delight 
for light and adventurous eating is the 
Black Cat Café in Irvington. Proprietor 
Emily Feliciano’s menu, displayed on 
a blackboard, has lots of imaginative 
dishes and intriguing beverages to satisfy 
everyone’s taste buds. 

A popular breakfast pairing is bacon, 
egg and cheese on a toasted croissant with 
a mocha smoothie, made with a double 
shot of espresso, Ghirardelli chocolate 
syrup, banana, milk and ice. It costs 
$12.50.

Another popular breakfast choice is 
the Country Omelet — Black Forest ham, 
Vermont cheddar cheese and home fries 
all inside plus toast -- priced at $9.50. 
There’s also the French toast with house 
vanilla extract and genuine Vermont 
maple syrup, the Breakfast Burrito ($8.80) 
and the Kid’s Scramble (two eggs and 

toast) for $6.90.
The most ordered item on the lunch 

menu, Feliciano said, is a chipotle chicken 
wrap with salad or chips ($9.80). Other 
top sellers are a raw veggie wrap with 
homemade hummus and tahini ($9.20) 
and a veggie burger with salad or chips 
($10.10).

The summer juice most in demand is 

the Hydrating Green — apples, cucumber, 
celery and pineapple and lemon.  

For the fitness-minded, Feliciano 
recommends the Fruitopia Smoothie 
and the Method Juice (especially for 
drinking after a workout). The deep-green 

juice is named after the local Method  
fitness studio.

The Fruitopia Smoothie is a blend of 
mango, banana, strawberries, organic 
yogurt and ice. The Method Juice mixes 
grapefruit juice, basil, kale and baby 
spinach with strawberries and ice.

Juices come in three sizes: small ($6), 
medium ($6.50) and large ($7). Smoothies 
also come in small ($5.50), medium ($6) 
and large ($6.50).

Other beverages offered include 
espresso-based drinks, hot chocolate, chai 
latte and fresh brewed hot and iced tea.

An all-day music festival featuring 
James Wilson and Friends is scheduled 
for Saturday, June 6.

The Black Cat Café is open from 7 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday; and 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Sunday.

This friendly neighborhood gathering 
place is located at 45 Main St. in Irvington. 
Call 914-231-9060 or visit www.
blackcatchef.com for more information.

The Prime in Hastings-on-Hudson

Live entertainment at The Prime on Friday and Saturday 
nights.

For a friendly neighborhood place for light and 
adventurous eating, try the Black Cat Cafe.

Method Juice at the Black Cat Cafe in Irvington.

JeRRy eIMBINDeR PHOTOS
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 052615
adoption
Pregnant: Considering Adoption-  
Childless, married couple are ready to 
open our hearts and home.  Promise love, 
security & opportunity. Financial help for 
your pregnancy. Nick & Gloria 855-385-
5549

auctions
SULLIVAN COUNTY REAL PROPER-
TY TAX FORECLOSURE AUCTION- 
350+/- Properties June10+11 @10AM. 
Held at "The Sullivan" Route 17 Exit:109. 
800-243-0061 AAR Inc. & HAR Inc. Free 
brochure: www.NYSAuctions.com

City of North Tonawanda - Tax Fore-
closure Auction. Saturday, June 6, 2015 
†Registration: 9:00AM Bring ID Auction 
Start: 10:00AM Stephen Sikora Post #1322 
950 Payne Avenue, North Tonawanda, NY 
14120 Sale Catalogs Now Available at City 
Hall www.auctionsinternational.com† 
800-536-1401

auto donations
HELP US HELP YOUR NEIGHBORS!
Do you have an old or unneeded CAR or 
TRUCK sitting in your driveway or ga-
rage? Consider donating it to Yorktown 
Love in Action. We are a non-profit 501(c)
(3) tax deductible organization that helps 
local residents in need. Whether the ve-
hicle is running or not we will pick it up 
just Call: 914-490-3966

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

carEEr opportunitiEs
POST 9/11 G.I. BILL - VETERANS if 
eligible; Tractor Trailer Training, paid 
tuition, fees & housing. National Trac-
tor Trailer School, Liverpool/Buffalo, NY 
(branch) Job placement assistance! Con-
sumer Information @ ntts.edu/programs/
disclosures *1-800-243-9300 ntts.edu/vet-
erans

EvEnts
Rinaldi Flea Markets Open Every Sun-
day through October. 900 Dutchess Turn-
pike Poughkeepsie. See you there! RIN-
ALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM

HElp WantEd
ANIMAL CARE TECHNICIAN – 
TEMPORARY TO POSSIBLE HIRE 
OPPORTUNITIES We are looking to fill 

Animal Care Technicians for Regeneron 
in Tarrytown, NY. This person will pro-
vide husbandry duties including, but not 
limited to feeding, watering, cage chang-
ing, and health checking of animals on 
a daily basis. Responsibilities: Performs 
daily observations to check animals health 
status, environmental monitoring with as-
sociated documentation, changing and 
cleaning cages, equipment, water bottles, 
and food, packing and housing animals 
upon arrival, janitorial maintenance of 
facility rooms and stocking of supplies, 
responsible for preventative maintenance 
of animal facility equipment and supplies, 
and sanitization of equipment and the fa-
cility. This position requires a High School 
Diploma, GED or equivalent technical 
certificate. 1 year of experience in animal 
care is preferred for this position. This 
position requires Weekend and Holiday 
work. For immediate consideration, call 
210-262-8077 or email resume to Adri-
ana.monacocosta@regeneron.com

NYS Licensed Security guards needed 
for retail site in Somers and Vails Gate, 
NY.  Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 9 AM 
to 9PM. Looking for mature, responsible 
individuals. Should live in surrounding 
areas. Other work may become available if 
desired. Must have car and driver’s license. 
Please call 1-800-544-3949 to schedule 
an interview.  Starting at $10.00 per 
hour.

SUMMER WORk.  Must be at least 18-
40.  Physically fit and willing to work hard.  
McAvey Moving in Thornwood is looking 
for responsible individuals for household 
moving and packing. Please call 914-747-
1533 if interested.

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

in HomE pEt sittinG
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

land For salE
UPSTATE NY LAND LIQUIDATION! 
Foreclosures, Short Sales, Abandoned 
Farms, Country Estate Liquidations. 
Country Tracts avg. over 10 acres from 
$12,900 Waterfront, streams, ponds, 
views, farmhouses! Terms avail! Call:  
888-905-8847 NOW! NewYorkLandan-

dLakes.com

lEGal noticEs
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Village Treasurer of the Village of Pleas-
antville has received the Tax Roll and 
Warrant for the collection of taxes for 
the fiscal year 2015-2016.  Payments will 
be accepted in the Finance Department 
on the Third Floor of Village Hall, 80 
Wheeler Avenue, in said Village from 8:30 
a.m. until 4:00 p.m. excluding Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays as follows: Taxes 
and other assessments, if any, become due 
and payable June 1, 2015, but may be paid 
in two installments without penalty.  The 
first installment may be paid without pen-
alty from June 1, 2015 to and including 
July 1, 2015.  The second installment may 
be paid without penalty from June 1, 2015 
to and including December 31, 2015.  To 
all first installment taxes remaining un-
paid after July 1, 2015, five percent (5%) 
will be added for the month of July, and 
an additional one percent (1%) for each 
month or fraction thereof until paid.  To 
all second installment taxes remaining 
unpaid after December 31, 2015, five per-
cent (5%) will be added for the month of 
January, and an additional one percent 
(1%) for each month or fraction thereof 
until paid.  On or before February 1, 2016 
a delinquent list will be published.

Mary Schwartz
Village Treasurer

Dated: May 19, 2015

PUBLIC HEARING
The Board of Trustees of the Village of 
Pleasantville will hold a Public Hearing 
on Monday, June 8, 2015, 8:00pm, pre-
vailing time, 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleas-
antville, New York to hear comments as it 
pertains to a Local Law amending Chap-
ter 173, Vehicles & Traffic, Section 173-
57 “Stop Intersections” as follows: ADD 
STOP SIGN ON Country Club Lane 
DIRECTION OF TRAVEL East AT IN-
TERSECTION of Broadway (Route 141)

Judith Weintraub
Village Clerk, Village of Pleasantville,

Westchester County, New York

PUBLIC HEARING
The Board of Trustees of the Village of 
Pleasantville will hold a Public Hearing 
on Monday, June 8, 2015, 8:00pm, pre-
vailing time, 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleas-
antville, New York to hear comments as it 
pertains to a Local Law amending Chap-
ter 173, Vehicles & Traffic, Section 173-
66, Schedule XVIII: “Time Limit Park-
ing”, Tompkins Avenue (Holy Innocents) 
Parking Lot as follows: Tompkins Avenue 
Parking Lot, North & East, 1 hr.; 8:00am 
to 6:30pm/All Except Saturday, Sunday 

& Holidays, Designated spaces at north 
& east side of lot. ADD Holy Innocents 
Parking Lot, North & East, 1 hr. Parking 
8:00am to 6:30pm Monday through Fri-
day, Designated spaces at north & east 
side of lot 1 hr. Parking 8:00am to 3:30pm, 
Saturday & Sunday, No parking 3:30pm to 
5:30pm, Saturday & Sunday.

Judith Weintraub
Village Clerk, Village of Pleasantville,

Westchester County, New York 

misc For salE
kILL STINk BUGS! Harris Stink Bug 
Spray. Indoor/ Outdoor,  Odorless. Non-
Staining. Effective results begin after spray 
dries. Available: Hardware Stores, The 
Home Depot, homedepot.com

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

vacation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

$WANTED$ COMIC BOOkS Pre-
1975: Original art & movie memorabilia, 
sports, non-sports cards, ESPECIALLY 
1960’s Collector/Investor, paying cash! 
Call WILL: 800-242-6130 buying@get-
cashforcomics.com (your northern region 
only please)

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878

or e-mail classifieds
@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for  

the next week’s publication
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, May 26
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. Dr. Adine Usher 

is a specialist for students and young 
adults who live with the conditions of 
cerebral palsy and allied neuromuscular 
disabilities. She holds a B.A. from Oberlin 
College and earned her M.A. and Ed.D. 
degrees from Teachers College, Columbia 
University. She currently serves as a 
consultant/advocate to school systems and 
parents and lectures on the educational 
concerns of students with neuromuscular 
disabilities. She will help us understand 
cerebral palsy and will speak about her 
experiences supporting a good quality of 
life for those who live with the conditions 
of cerebral palsy. Please join us. No 
reservations are needed. Presentation is 6 
to 7 p.m. Food ordering starts at 5:30 p.m. 
Dorry’s Diner, 468 Mamaroneck Avenue, 
White Plains; 914-682-0005.

Wednesday, May 27
Noontime Getaway Concert. 

Gilda  Lyons, a composer and vocalist 
who is a fierce advocate of contemporary 
music, has commissioned and premiered 
new works by dozens of composers. 
Of her performance in Daron Hagen’s 
“Shining Brow” (Buffalo Philharmonic/
Falletta) (Naxos) David Shengold of 
Opera, UK writes “Gilda Lyons’s clear 
soprano compels admiration.” She is 
joined at the piano baron Hagen, one of 
America’s most prominent, prolific, and 
respected composers. All eight of his 
major operas are currently in production 
or revival throughout the U.S., Europe, or 
Asia. In collaboration with the  Phoenix 
Concerts, the program includes music of 
Blitzstein, Brel, Hagen, Lyons, Sondheim 
and Weill. A Downtown Music debut. Free 
Admission; 12:10 p.m. Grace Episcopal 
Church at the intersection of Main and 
Church streets in White Plains.

TILI Shed. The White Plains Take It or 
Leave It Shed is open 2 to 4 p.m. Located 
at the Gedney Recycling Yard, 87 Gedney 
Way, White Plains.

White Plains Farmers Market. 
Wednesdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. located 
on Court Street between Main Street and 
Martine Avenue in White Plains. 

Friday, May 29
Conservation Cafe: Greening Our 

Parks. Learn about initiatives that parks, 
regionally and nationally, have taken 
on to address sustainability in our open 
spaces. A panel discussion and question-
and-answer session will follow a formal 
presentation. Greenburgh Public Library, 
300 Tarrytown Rd., Elmsford. 8:45 to 10:30 
a.m. Free. Pre-registration suggested. 
Info and pre-registration: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/greening-our-parks-
conservation-cafe-tickets-16870981560.

Seniors Rock Night. For those who 
came of age with doo-wop and early 
rock-n-roll, we know you’ve still got it 
in you to shake, rattle and roll! Come on 
out to Turnure Park and rock around the 
clock with us at “Seniors Rock in White 
Plains” Family Night 6:30 to 9 p.m. There 
will be music and dancing in the park 
and a special live performance by the 
Wanderers, bringing you hits from the 
fifties and the sixties.  Additionally, there 
will be performances by the White Plains 
Community Center’s Forever Young 
Singers and Line Dancers. Come join us 
for a fun-filled evening to sing and dance 
the night away.  Turnure Park is located 
at the corner of Lake Street and Canfield 
Avenue, diagonally across from Eastview 
School.  In the case of inclement weather, 
this free event will be held at the White 
Plains Community Center, 65 Mitchell 
Place. 

Saturday, May 30
White Plains Outdoor Arts Festival. 

Saturday & Sunday, May 30 & 31, 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Tibbits Park, 1 North Broadway at 
Main Street, White Plains. Fine Arts, Fine 
Crafts, 53rd Annual Juried Show. Also: 
children’s workshop, student art exhibits, 

emerging artists display & more.  Food 
is available for purchase. Admission 
is free.  Proceeds support White Plains 
High School Art Scholarships; www.
whiteplainsoutdoorartsfestival.com.

TILI Shed. The White Plains Take It or 
Leave It Shed is open 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
the Gedney Recycling Yard, 87 Gedney 
Way, White Plains.

Harrison Players Open Mic Night. 
Got a dance routine you’re dying to try 
out? Wrote a poem, or did you read one 
you want to share? Do you love to sing, 
and want to do it on stage? Got a guitar 
or other instrument solo to test out? 
Well, come on down. All we ask is that 
you “Keep It Clean” and appropriate for 
all audience members. Performers must 
arrive at 7 p.m. to sign in. Refreshments 
will be available for purchase; 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m. $5 per person admission for all; at 
the Veterans’ Memorial Building, 210 
Halstead Avenue, Harrison; http://www.
harrisonplayers.org.

Asian-American Heritage Festival. 
Featuring dancing and live music, Asian 
arts and cultural exhibits and ethnic 
foods from the Japanese, Chinese, 
Korean, Filipino, Indonesian, Malaysian 
and Burmese cultures. Also will include 
children’s games and activities and 
health screenings. Kensico Dam Plaza, 
Valhalla. 12 to 6 p.m. Free. Rain or shine 
Info: 914-864-PARK or visit www.parks.
westchestergov.com.

Wolves of North America. Learn 
about the mythology, biology and 
ecology of wolf families and discover 
why spring is a special time for packs in 
North America. Visit ambassador wolves 
Atka, Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and the 
critically endangered red wolves and 
Mexican gray wolves. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $13. 
Children (under 12): $11. Pre-registration 
required. Also May 25 and 30. Info and 
pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join guided 

trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat to help melt 
through the late winter ice. Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Saturday and Sunday 
(except June 14). Info: 914-723-3470  or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Meet the Animals. Join the herd as 
a naturalist presents an informative 
program that allows you to get up close 
and hands-on with some of the nature 
center’s live animals. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1 p.m. 
Members: $5 per person. Non-members: 
$8 per person. Info: 914-723-3470  or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Saving a Species. Learn what it takes 
to help save a species from the brink 
of extinction. Guests will get an inside 
look at the process of matching potential 
breeders, what criteria must be met to 
recommend wolves for release into the 
wild, the husbandry challenge of caring 
for animals are rarely seen and how it feels 
to help Mexican gray wolves resume their 
rightful place in the wild. Guests will visit 
the ambassador wolves and the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 2 p.m. Adults: $13. Children (under 
12): $11. Pre-registration required. Info 
and pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.
org.

Opening Reception for “Art for the 
Man Cave.” Local photographer Elisabeth 
Pollaert Smith presents a collection 
of photographs of “masculine” items, 
including commuter trains, vintage 
planes, classic cars, cigars, guitars, sailing, 
boxing, tennis, showgirls, soothing scenes, 
dramatic landscapes and beer. Meet and 
talk with the photographer. Refreshments 
served. Mamaroneck Artists Guild, 
126 Larchmont Ave., Larchmont. 4 to 
6 p.m. Free. Exhibit continues through  
June 20. Gallery hours are Tuesday through 
Saturday 12 to 5 p.m. Info: 914-834-1117 
or visit www.mamaroneckartistsguild.
com.

The YWCA of White Plains and 
Central Westchester is hosting National 
Senior Day on Wednesday, May 27 with 
complimentary membership to Seniors. 
Senior classes include: 8:15 a.m.  Step 
and stretch; 10:30 a.m.  Aqua Zumba; 12 
p.m.  Deep Running; 12 p.m.  Cardio & 
Weights; 6:30 p.m.  Yoga; Lap swimming 

and Fitness center; 515 North St.,  
White Plains.

In recognition of Senior Day The 
YWCA family would like to recognize 
and express appreciation for one long-
time member, Irene Harris. At the age 
of 98, Irene is independent, strong-
willed, and self-driven—both literally 

and figuratively. Irene drives herself to 
the YWCA nearly every day to swim her 
laps. Although she admits she was never a 
strong swimmer, Irene says that coming to 
the Y is an enriching part of her day. She 
comes not only to swim, but to socialize 
with our staff and patrons and hear about 
their daily lives. Irene has been a member 

of the YWCA for about 50 years, and is an 
inspiration to all of us here. We would like 
to thank her for her loyalty and passion 
for life that rubs off on everyone that she 
engages. “I’ve lived an unbelievable life”, 
Irene proclaimed, and we certainly agree. 
Thank you for your years of dedicated 
membership here at the YWCA.

YWCA to Celebrate National Senior Day May 27th
If You Keeping Moving. …You’ll Keep Improving
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By Albert Coqueran
The White Plains High School Baseball 

Team (10-12) was seeded number 14, 

in the 2015 Section 1 Class AA Playoffs. 
Due to their seeding the Tigers had to 
compete in an Outbracket Game in order 
to advance to play in the First Round of 
the Section 1 Playoffs.

Tigers’ junior starter Brendan 
McDonough pitched a four-hitter as 
White Plains beat the number 19 seeded 
Mt. Vernon High School, 6-1, on Thursday, 
May 21, to advance to the Quarterfinals of 
the Section 1 Playoffs.

The Tigers challenged the number 
three-seed Arlington High School, at 
Arlington, on Friday, May 22 in the 
Quarterfinals. Arlington shutdown the 
Tigers 11-2, with eight unearned runs in 
the fifth inning and spectacular defensive 
plays to start the game. 

The Tigers season ends with a 10-12 

overall record, after starting the season 
without a win until their 10th game, while 
going 0-9 to start the year. The Tigers won 
their last 10 of 13 games, including the 
playoffs, to end the season.

“Without question this is something to 
build on for next year,” stated Tigers Head 
Coach Marcel Galligani. “I even told my 

players after the Arlington game, that I 
was extremely proud of the way they hung 
in there after a 0-9 start and it showed a 
lot of character being able to right the ship 
and win 10 of 13 games to finish the year,” 
recalled Galligani. 

The Tigers will graduate five seniors this 
year but only two from their starting line-

up, including catcher Andy Iglesias and 
big-hitting infielder Ricardo Mendez. The 
Tigers pitching, which has been stellar 
throughout the season, returns all their 
pitchers except for starter Michael Myllek.

Galligani is cautious with his future 
expectations. “On paper we look good 
but you have to play between the lines,” he 
said. The Tigers with juniors McDonough 
and Daniel Lotito and freshman phenom 
Spencer Lodes returning to lead a rotation 
with Javier Perez and Mac Innes, are going 
to be a tough pitching staff to beat next 
season.

“Daniel Lotito is a baseball player, he 
is a one sports player and besides his 
academics, he puts all his efforts into 
baseball. We are fortunate that he will be 
with us for another year,” complimented 

Galligani.
On Lodes, who already resembles a 

Division 1 college prospect Galligani 
evaluated: “Spencer Lodes has a 
tremendous future ahead of him. He has 
a great arm and good body frame. I am 
looking forward to helping Spencer and to 
see where the next three years takes him 
in his development.” 

The Tigers Softball Team also lost 
in the First Round of the Section 1 AA 
Playoffs. The number 13 seeded Tigers 
lost to their nemesis; the number four 
seeded The Ursuline School, 6-0, in New 
Rochelle, on Thursday, May 21.

The Tigers just could not get their bats 
going against Koalas pitcher Valentina 
Cucci, who pitched a one-hitter, while 
striking out nine, to shutout the Tigers, 
6-0.

Leftfielder Kayla Castro went 4-for-4 
with four singles and Sarina Campos hit 
two doubles in the game for Ursuline, 
who advanced to play number five 
seeded Ketchum High School, in the 
Quarterfinals, on Saturday, May 24. 
Ketchum beat Ursuline, 8-6, to end the 
Koalas 2015 season.

Tigers’ catcher Kayla Bonnet managed 
the only hit for Tigers in the first inning 
against Ursuline. When Ursuline 

shortstop Angie Rizzi leaped high in the 
air to catch Juliet Lodes line drive for 
the last out of the game, the Tigers 2015 
season ended.

The Tigers accumulated a, 7-13 record 
this year but hung tough behind their 
sophomore pitcher Emily Tumminia. 
The Tigers will lose four seniors to 
graduation including, the McMahon 
twins, Megan and Jessica, Emily O’Brien 
and centerfielder Sarah Carrier.

“Sarah and Megan were with me for 
four years and Megan’s sister Jessica came 
up last year and broke into the starting 
line-up and Emily O’Brien has been with 
me since her freshman year,” commented 
Ted O’Donnell, the Tigers Head Coach. 

“That is the hardest part about the 
last day of the season knowing that you 
are not going to get to coach the seniors 
again, that was a really special quartet of 
student/athletes,” O’Donnell said.

Tigers Baseball and Softball End Seasons in First Round of Playoffs

Tigers Softball Cannot Get By Ursuline - Lose 6-0

The Tigers Softball Team huddled to try and find solutions to The Ursuline School batters but was defeated 
6-0, in the First Round of  the Section 1 AA Playoffs, on Thursday, May 21, in New Rochelle. 
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Tigers senior Jessica McMahon makes a running 
catch in leftfield to end the third inning but the 
Koalas went on to beat the Tigers, 6-0, in the First 
Round of  the Section 1 Softball Playoffs. 

Tigers freshman pitcher Spencer Lodes has a 
bright future ahead of  him with already displaying 
the potential of  a Division 1 college prospect. “The 
ceiling is very high for Spencer, he has a bright 
future ahead of  him,” said Tigers Head Coach 
Marcel Galligani. 
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By Albert Coqueran 
White Plains High School, the number 

three-seed in the Section 1 Class A 
Lacrosse Playoffs, had a convincing 
win against the number six-seed North 
Rockland High School, 19-11, in the 
Section 1 Quarterfinals, at North 
Rockland, on Saturday, May 16.

Tigers junior Liam Broderick weaved 
through the North Rockland defense 
to score seven goals, as the Raiders 
concentrated on stopping the Tigers huge 
attackmen, Brendan Johnson and Kevin 
Trapp. “They were locking-off Brendan 
which left a lot of space on the left side to 
just doge and move and that was exactly 
what we did,” commented Broderick.

However, despite the Raiders staunch 
defense, Johnson was able to score five 
goals in the game, which made him the 
Tigers All-Time Leading Single Season 
Scorer with 67 goals. “It feels good. It is a 
goal of mine to be one of the top players 
in the school and I feel we are doing pretty 
well as a team as well,” said Johnson, who 
will return next year for his senior season. 
Trapp will follow in his older brother 

Michael’s footsteps and play Lacrosse for 
Washington College, in September.

The Tigers win against the Raiders 
in the Quarterfinals, matched them 
up against the number two-seeded 
neighboring Mamaroneck High School 

in the Semifinals, at Mamaroneck, on 
Tuesday, May 19.

The White Plains Tigers did not fare 
as well against the Mamaroneck Tigers, 
losing, 19-8, in the Section 1 Class A 
Semifinals, which ended their 2015 

season with a, 13-5 record. Mamaroneck 
(13-6) went on to beat Mahopac High 
School, 12-11 in overtime to capture the 
Section 1 Class A Title, at White Plains 
High School, on Thursday, May 21. 

The Tigers, 13-5 record this season 
encompassed one of the most productive 
offenses that White Plains Boys Lacrosse 
has ever assembled. “Statistically 
concerning White Plains this has been 
our best offense, most goals scored, and 
most goals scored per game. I think we 
were only held under double-digit scoring 
a couple of times this year, ” said Tigers 
Head Coach Mark Armogida, who will 
return next season for his 15th year as 
Varsity Lacrosse Head Coach and his 28th 
year total (13 years J.V. Coach) coaching 
Lacrosse at WPHS.

The number seven seeded White 
Plains High School Girls Lacrosse Team 
concluded their 2015 campaign when 
they were stopped by the number two-
seed North Rockland High School, 8-7, in 
the Quarterfinals of the Section 1 Playoffs, 
on May 16, in North Rockland.

WPHS Lacrosse-Boys Make Semifinals: Girls Lose in First Round

White Plains High School Lacrosse players [l-r] Chris Palanco, Nico Mancini, Liam Broderick, Kevin Trapp 
and Brendan Johnson helped the Tigers produce one of  the top scoring teams in the school’s history. 
Johnson (right), a junior attackman broke the Tigers Single Season Scoring Record with 67 goals this 
season. 
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By Albert Coqueran
The New York Liberty held their Media 

Day at the Madison Square Garden 
Training Facility, in Tarrytown, on 
Thursday, May 21. 

Despite the obvious absence of six-
time All Star guard Cappie Pondexter, 
who played with the Liberty from 2010-
2014, and regardless of the quality 
performance of a revived and now 
healthy Essence Carson, most of the 
focus at training camp surrounded the 
controversial hiring of Isiah Thomas, as 
the NY Liberty’s President of Basketball 
Operations.

Thomas returned to the Madison 
Square Garden Company (some say he 
never really left) after presiding over the 
NY Knicks as President from 2003-2008, 
with two of those years simultaneously 
working as their Head Coach from 2006-
2008. Thomas is also said to be waiting 
for approval from the WNBA to become 
part owner of the Liberty.

Thomas is less known for his 
disappointing record as President 
and Head Coach of the Knicks, while 
mustering a total 112-216 record, 
and more remembered for the sexual 
harassment claims brought against him 
by former Knicks Executive Anucha 
Browne Sanders in 2007.

Browne Sanders was fired by MSG 
President James Dolan for bringing her 
claims to his attention, which resulted in 
her filing a lawsuit against MSG. Browne 
Sanders won the lawsuit and the MSG 
Company settled for $11.5 million.

Nonetheless, Thomas professed his 

innocence the entire time and was not 
held responsible for any punitive damages 
in regard to the judgment against the 
MSG Company.

In fact, Madison Square Garden 
released a statement before the official 
announcement of Thomas’s hiring with 
the Liberty, which read: “We did not 
believe the allegations then, and we don’t 
believe them now. We feel strongly that 
Isiah Thomas was held responsible for 
sordid allegations that were completely 
unrelated to him, and for which MSG 
bore responsibility. In fact, when given 
the opportunity, the jury did not find 
Isiah liable for punitive damages, 
confirming he did not act maliciously or 
in bad faith. We believe Isiah belongs in 
basketball, and are grateful that he has 
committed his considerable talent to help 
the Liberty succeed.”

The Liberty brought 
back Head Coach Bill 
Laimbeer for his third 
season and he has 
added former Knicks 
Assistant Coach Herb 
Williams as an assistant 
and an original Liberty 
member “Miss Liberty” 
herself, Teresa “Spoon” 
Weatherspoon, as the 
Director of Player 
Development.

Laimbeer and 
Thomas are renowned as 
the leaders of the “Bad 
Boys” Detroit Pistons, 
who won back-to-back 
Championships in 1989 

and 1990. Now they will work together to 
try and bring a WNBA Championship to 
New York.

“Isiah has a great basketball mind, he 
might see some things that I don’t. I’ll ask 
a lot of questions. Also, our wives have 
been really good friends for the past 30 
years, so it is good to have him around,” 
said Laimbeer.

When you review the front office 
personal and coaching staff, as well as 
the structure of the new and hopefully 
improved 2015 Liberty team, one would 
have to wonder, how they could miss 
winning a Championship this year.

This includes, Thomas in the front 
office with Laimbeer, Spoon, Williams 
and the WNBA All-Time Leading Three-
point Scorer Katie Smith on coaching 
staff. “I welcome you to the Liberty. I 

hope you enjoyed practice and I hope you 
saw what I am very excited about,” said 
Thomas.

The on-court team will be lead by 
four-time WNBA All Star Tina Charles 
and the leadership of 14-year veteran 
Swin Cash. The Liberty said goodbye to 
Cappie Pondexter after four years, as she 
returned home to Chicago to play for the 
Chicago Sky. 

Pondexter was traded straight up 
for guard Epiphanny Prince, another 
Rutgers University star, who came over 
from the Sky.  However, Prince will not 
be available to the Liberty until 10 games 
into the 2015 season. She is committed to 
playing with the Russian National Team 
in the EuroBasket Women’s Tournament.

Also the Liberty made some wise 
selections in the 2015 WNBA Draft. 
They signed guard Brittany Boyd from 
the University of California, Kiah Stokes, 
the well-known center from UCONN 
and guard Amber Orange from Stanford 
University. The Liberty also signed 
former Los Angeles Sparks three-point 
ace Candice Wiggins, as a free agent.

Did Thomas have anything to do with 
these progressions of the Liberty? Of 
course, he has been consulting the Liberty 
since the fall of last year. But what will it 
mean? The Liberty have gotten all they 
wanted and more from MSG Executive 
Chairman James Dolan, now let’s see 
what they are going to do with it this year. 

The Liberty will open their 2015 season 
at Madison Square Garden, against  
the Atlanta Dream, on Friday, June 5 at 
7:30 p.m.

NY Liberty Open Training Camp in Tarrytown, All Eyes on Isiah Thomas

Isiah Thomas fielded all questions from the press during Ny Liberty 
Media Day at the MSG Training Facility, in Tarrytown, on Thursday, May 
21. And there were many questions regarding his hiring as the new Ny 
Liberty President of  Basketball Operations.
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