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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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Tigers Light the Torch to Begin Loucks Track & Field Games

SunBlue 
Energy

Stepinac 
Coach 

Secures 
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Skelos Steps Down as Senate 
Republicans Call for New Leadership

Critics: Teacher Pension  
System Key Source of High Taxes
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White Plains Adopts 
Historic Preservation Law
By Pat Casey

During its May 4 meeting the 
White Plains Common Council voted 
unanimously to adopt a new local 
law in the form of an amendment 
to the White Plains Municipal Code 
by adding a Section 9-6 to be titled 
“Historic Preservation.”

The law sets a base for the creation 
of a new commission comprised of 
members appointed by the mayor 
that will make recommendations and 
establish policy for the protection, 
enhancement and perpetuation of 
landmarks and historic districts within 
the city of White Plains.

The first speaker at the public 
hearing was White Plains resident 
Jack Harrington, former president of 
the Westchester Historical Society and 
the White Plains Historical Society. 
Harrington is known for his work as 
an activist protecting historic sites and 
open space within the city for decades. 

continued on page 2

By David Propper
As expected New York State Senate 

Majority Leader Dean Skelos, a 
Republican, stepped down Monday and  
Senator John Flanagan of Suffolk County 
has been elected to the post of  Majority 
Leader and Temporary President of the 
State Senate. 

Two local Republican New York State 
senators had called for the embattled 
Senate Majority Leader to resign his 
leadership position following federal 
corruption charges against him and his 
son last week.

Sen. Sue Serino of the 41st district and 
Sen. Terrence Murphy of the 40th district 

both made statements that in order for the 
senate to move on, Skelos must step aside. 
Skelos was arrested and saddled with 
charges that include conspiracy, extortion 
and solicitation of bribes that involve 
awarding a $12 million contract to a 
company his son, Adam Skelos, works for.

The first calls for Skelos to step down 
were made Wednesday, when Senate 
Minority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
a Democrat from Yonkers put forward a 
motion to remove Skelos.

In an unprecedented move the Senate 
Majority refused to accept the motion, 
resulting in an angry back and forth on 

continued on page 2

the 48th Annual Glenn D. loucks track & Field Games were kicked-off  at White Plains high School, on Saturday, by the lighting of  the olympic torch, as male 
and female members of  the White Plains high School tigers track team ran the track with the torch. lauren Woods and edward leo Fisher lit the torch to 
commence the games. See page 14 for more loucks Games coverage.

Iona Preparatory 
School K-12 

Discover & Experience Iona Prep 
 

It’s not too late to become a Gael! 
Now enrolling grades K-12 at our 

Lower & Upper Schools. 
 

Tour & Apply 
 

Call Iona Today • (914) 632-0714 

Scholar-Athlete Camp 
 

Now CO-ED for 6th & 7th Graders 
TACHS Prep for 8th Graders 

 
Scholars in the morning. 

Athletes in the afternoon. 
Happy all day. 

 
July 6 - 24 • Register by May 15 

Where Leaders 
Are Made 

By Martin Wilbur
As voters throughout New York State 

will decide their school district's 2015-16 
budget next week, most school officials 
have found ways to maintain programs 
despite the tax cap and lack of mandate 
relief.

However, there are some grassroots 
groups and individual citizens who believe 
that the tax cap, which was signed into 
legislation nearly four years ago, hasn't 
had nearly the impact its advocates had 
hoped for because of outdated practices 
and runaway unfunded mandates.

One state mandate in particular 
continues to sap millions from district 

coffers and taxpayers’ wallets every year.
In just a little more than a decade, 

employer contribution rates for the 
New York State Teachers Retirement 
System (TRS), the percentage of teachers’ 
salaries that districts must pay each year 
into the state pension, has risen from a 
microscopic 0.36 percent in 2002-03 to 
17.53 percent this year.

That percentage will fall to 13.26 percent 
in 2015-16 due to a variety of factors that 
will save districts throughout the state 
hundreds of thousands, if not millions of 
dollars over the current year. However, it 
will also mark the fifth consecutive year 

continued on page 4
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Skelos Steps Down as Senate Republicans Call for New Leadership

White Plains Adopts Historic Preservation Law

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

the house floor.
Serino said it was time for Skelos to 

step down within the first 48 hours of the 
Long Island resident being arrested, which 
happened on May 4. She was the fifth 
Republican senator to publicly demand 
Skelos resign. 

Serino said even though there was a 
consensus to keep Skelos in power during 
a closed door meeting on May 4 following 
Skelos’ arrest, it “in no way indicates 
a unanimous decision.” While Serino 
said Skelos deserves the presumption of 
innocence as he fights the charges, she 
“firmly believes that in order to move 
forward, we need to do so without the 

distraction of a leader facing serious 
federal charges.”

“As in any relationship, trust is the 
foundation from which progress is built,” 
Serino stated. “In jeopardizing the public’s 
trust, I do not believe that the status 
quo will allow us to best serve those we 
represent.”

Although Serino was rather quick to 
request new majority leadership, Murphy 
sent out a statement requesting Skelos 
resign over the weekend several days after 
the arrest and as support for the embattled 
Skelos was waning. A member on the 
senate ethics committee, Murphy said 
it’s evident after learning all the facts that 

Skelos should 
step down 
“in order 
to properly 
mount a 
defense and 
c o n t i n u e 
to focus on 
his family.” 
Murphy also 
said it’s in the 

best interest 
of his constituents for a new leader to be 
chosen. 

“Senator Skelos has done a lot of good 
for the people of this state and he has the 

right to due process in a court of law,” 
Murphy stated. “My constituents, and this 
institution, have the right to leadership 
that can address the important issues on 
our agenda without any distractions.”

Skelos said in a press conference he’s not 
just not guilty, but innocent of all charges, 
as is his son. Skelos has been the majority 
leader since 2008. 

This is just the latest scandal to rock 
Albany after former Assembly leader 
and Democrat Sheldon Silver lost his 
leadership spot after he was indicted  
on federal corruption charges a few 
months ago. 

Pat Casey contributed to this story.

embattled republican state 
Senator Dean Skelos.

Looking back to the 1980s when research 
was initiated by the city and proponents 
of historic preservation to possibly enact 
a law at that time, Harrington said it was 
about time something was being done to 
get protection in place.

Harrington spoke about the sense of 
place that is White Plains as the birthplace 
of New York State and a major player 
during the American Revolutionary 
War. He recommended that residents 
visit Purdy Hill to view the sunrise or 
walk along the city’s Greenway to get a 
sense of the “presence” of the city.

Robert Hoch, a trustee of the 

Westchester County Historical Society 
and current president of the White 
Plains Historical Society urged the 
Council to further historic preservation 
in White Plains.

“What’s gone is gone,” Hoch said 
referring to the loss of many of White 
Plains’ historical sites and buildings 
during the big urban renewal that took 
place in the 1980s and beyond. “This 
new law will allow the protection of the 
best of what is left,” Hoch added. “It also 
opens the window on possible grants 
and tax credits. It is a great step that is 
long overdue.”

White Plains resident Mary Ann 
Balco-Berry spoke about the historic 
property at 52 North Broadway, owned 
by the Sisters of the Divine Compassion 
that is up for sale and, which as an 
historic site should be one of the first 
sites considered by the new Commission.

Paula Piekos of Reynal Road, noted 
that there are many other types of 
historic landmarks such as stone bridges 
that are not as noticeable, but which 
should also be protected.

The Council vote in favor was 
unanimous, all agreeing that such a law 
should have been enacted long ago.

Jack harrington addresses to White Plains 
Common Council, encouraging a positive vote on 
the historic Preservation law.
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Families choose Soundview Prep because of its rigorous 
college preparatory curriculum, its strong music and art 

program, and its personalized learning community.

Soundview Preparatory School
370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

(914) 962-2780 • soundviewprep.orgYou’re invited!You’re invited!

At Soundview Prep, we’ll find
your child’s road to success.

SPRING OPEN HOUSE:  
Sunday, May 17, 1 - 3 pm

Learn what sets Soundview apart from other schools.  Have an up-close and personal look 
at our school and see why a visit to a Soundview Open House could be a “life changer.”

By Pat Casey
The public hearing on changes to 

the White Plains Zoning Ordinance 
affecting cabarets was closed during the 
May 4 Common Council meeting and 
the changes to the ordinance passed 
unanimously with a section on cabaret 
entry fee structure tabled to another 
time.

Restaurant owners at the public 
hearing, in particular, Dan Coughlan, 
owner of the Coliseum, were concerned 
that not being able to charge entrance 
fees to events at their businesses would 
negatively impact their business models.

Mayor Tom Roach explained that 
under the current cabaret law in White 
Plains, entrance fees were already 
prohibited and that those fees were not 
part of the code change up for vote, but 
that the fee discussion would be tabled 
to another time.

Back in May 2014, the White Plains 
Building Department suggested a 
moratorium on the issuance of new 
special permits for cabaret operation 
because the existing law did not address 
the emergence of new businesses in 
the city that predominantly provide 
entertainment and serve alcoholic 
beverages.

The Building Department then 
proposed an amendment to the 

city’s zoning ordinance to create two 
cabaret classes – a primary cabaret 
and an accessory cabaret. They are 
distinguished by the area of the business 
dedicated to entertainment as opposed 
to restaurant use when the cabaret is in 
operation.

The newly passed ordinance defines 
a cabaret as any room or space in 
which musical entertainment, singing, 
dancing or other form of amusement by 

performers and/or by patrons is allowed. 
Further, a cabaret is only permitted in 

connection with a restaurant.
A restaurant or café that provides 

incidental entertainment without 
dancing either by electrical devices such 
as stereos or radios or media players, 
but not including music provided 
by a disc jockey is not considered a 
cabaret. Similarly, non-amplified music 
performed by not more than four 
persons or a person with or without a 
low-wattage amplifier associated with a 
single instrument or microphone is not 
considered a cabaret.

The ordinance identifies a primary 
cabaret as a restaurant where the dancing 
and/or entertainment, in the aggregate, 
occupies more that 40 percent of the net 
floor area of the business.

The accessory cabaret is a restaurant 
where the entertainment and/or 
dancing do not occupy more than 40 
percent of the net floor area.

A restaurant has been specifically 
defined as a business primarily engaged 
in preparing, cooking and serving food 
and beverages on premises, selected 
from a full menu by patrons seated at 
a table or counter, served by a waiter or 
waitress and consumed on the premises.

Outdoor cabarets and outdoor 
dining in conjunction with “fast food 
eating establishments” are specifically 
prohibited from obtaining a cabaret 

permit.
Other specifics of the ordinance state 

that cabarets should not be located 
within 150 feet of any residential district 
or within 200 feet of any lot line of a 
place of worship, hospital, domiciliary 
care facility or community residence. 
A primary cabaret cannot be located 
within 300 feet of a dwelling unit. And, 
all cabarets will be located at grade level.

At the May 4 public hearing business 
owners said that changes in the Central 
Parking District zone of White Plains 
to include multi-use developments was 
changing the environment of the city’s 
downtown. Many of the businesses 
located in that district are opting to 
attract members of the Millennial 
Generation who do not necessarily 
make reservations at restaurants, but 
who prefer to move from club to club, 
waiting on lines outside. Residential 
neighborhoods bordering this district 
have been faced with noise issues 
and at times property destruction as 
partygoers have moved beyond the 
confines of the entertainment area.

Executive Billiards and Ron Black’s up 
for public hearings permit applications 
for cabarets had their hearing tabled 
to the next Council  on June 1. Ichiro 
and Red Plum public hearings were 
scheduled for May 12 at 5 p.m.

White Plains Cabaret Law Updates Reveal Pressures in Entertainment Industry

“Members of 
the Millennial 

Generation do not 
necessarily make 
reservations at 
restaurants, but 

prefer to move from 
club to club.”
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Critics: Teacher Pension System Key Source of High Taxes
continued from page 1
where school systems will pay at least 11 
percent of teacher’s salaries to pensions. 

In the 2015-16 proposed budget the 
White Plains School District allotted 
$13,500,000 for TRS of the $50,827,500 
budgeted for all Employee Benefits. The 
White Plains TRS is down $820,000 from 
last year’s budget.

With salaries and benefits routinely 
accounting for roughly 70 percent of 
district budgets statewide and about two-
thirds of homeowners' property tax bills 
going to the schools, calls for pension 
reform continue to rise.

“The fact that they can't do something 
about it is a lie,” said Laury Pandelakis, 
a former Long Island teacher and 
assistant principal who is a member of 
the Manhasset Proponents for School 
Accountability, one of many grassroots 
taxpayer advocate groups around the 
state. “They can do something--hold 
down salaries. That's what's behind the 
contributions to pensions.”

While salaries play a major part in 
determining employer contribution rates, 
performance of the financial markets and 
the number of retirees are also significant 
variables, said John Cardillo, a spokesman 
for the TRS. In 2013, there were just over 
147,000 retirees collecting a pension, up 
about 12,000 from 2010.

Although the TRS, established in 1921, 
failed to meet its ambitious 8 percent 

annual returns helping to necessitate 
catch-up payments during the past 
decade, it holds an average return of 9.2 
percent over the past 20 years, Cardillo 
said.

Chappaqua resident Judy McGrath, 
chair of the Town of New Castle's Mandate 
Relief Committee, said common sense 
business practices that recognize modern 
economic challenges and are adhered to 
in the private sector still elude the state 
when it comes to managing public sector 
jobs and pensions. 

McGrath is one of many who believe 
that a major salary driver has been the 
Triborough Amendment, an addition to 
the state's Taylor Law more than 30 years 
ago that allows the terms of an expired 
contract to remain in effect. Triborough 
removes incentives for teachers unions 
to agree on new contracts, especially as 
districts look for concessions in tighter 
economic times, McGrath contended. 

Bob O'Baldwin, who blogs about 
excessive school taxes and pensions, 
particularly in his native Long Island, said 
it has become routine for pensions for 
retired superintendents to top $200,000 
a year. For most retirees, their pension 
is determined by the average of their 
three highest consecutive annual salaries, 
typically the final three years of their 
career.

In Nassau and Suffolk counties, which 

has retired superintendents accounting 
for 23 of the top 24 TRS pensions in the 
state, four retirees receive an annual 
benefit in excess of $300,000, led by 
former Commack Union Free School 
District superintendent James Feltman's 
$325,854.36 pension, according to the 
nonpartisan Empire Center for Public 
Policy.

Nineteen retired Westchester 
superintendents also crack the top 100 in 
the state, led by former Ossining schools 
chief Phyllis Glassman's $213,052.92 
pension. The Empire Center reported 
that about 2,300 retirees receive at least 
$100,000 a year.

“Money for education has become 
money for educators,” O'Baldwin said. 
“Students, programs, services, buildings, 
taxpayers and the local New York economy 
are getting the short end of the stick.”

Despite some public angst over 
escalating pensions and district 
contributions, New York State United 
Teachers (NYSUT) union spokesman Carl 
Korn said that anger toward teachers who 
have earned their pensions is misplaced. 

Although the high-profile six-figure 
pensions receive the publicity, the average 
current TRS pension is about $35,000 
a year across the state, he said. In many 
instances older teachers and retirees had 
relinquished greater potential salary 
during their careers in exchange for 
greater benefits, Korn said. 

Additionally more than 90 percent of 
the TRS pensions are being paid for by 
member contributions and return on 
investments, not taxpayers, he said.

But Korn said there were few complaints 
from the public in the late 1990s into the 
early 2000s, when the formulas dictated 
minimal district contributions. From 
1997-98 through 2002-03, districts 
contributed a high of 1.43 percent of 
teachers' salaries (1999-2000). It fell to as 
low as 0.36 percent (2001-02 and 2002-
03).

“Where were these same people from 
1997 to 2002 when the districts paid very 
little?” Korn said.

Revisions to TRS, such as the addition 
of Tier 6, which increases individual 

teachers’ contributions to as high as 6 
percent and requires a later retirement 
age,  will likely take a generation to help 
the situation, critics argue.

Last year just 17,368 out of 270,039 TRS 
members belonged to Tier 6, according to 
statistics provided by the TRS. Coupled 
with the state legislature's decision in 
2000 to eliminate the 3 percent employee 
contribution for Tier 3 and 4 members 
after 10 years of service, districts have had 
to foot an increasing percentage of the 
contributions, McGrath said. 

Last year, just over 230,000 current TRS 
members--about 85 percent--are in either 
Tier 3 or 4, the TRS reported.

However, those who want reform, 
whether they be part of taxpayer advocate 
groups or are more progressive, point out 
that there has yet to be the political will 
to make serious changes. Assemblyman 
Tom Abinanti (D-Greenburgh) said he 
introduced a measure three years ago 
that requires the state to foot the bill for 
pensions that exceed the 2 percent tax cap.

Despite getting state Sen. George 
Latimer to carry the bill in the Senate, his 
proposal has gone nowhere, Abinanti said.

David O'Halloran, a trustee in the 
Roudout Valley Central School District in 
Ulster County, said the lack of meaningful 
pension reform and mandate relief and 
the presence of the tax cap may eventually 
force more districts to take drastic action, 
such as mergers.

“At the end of the day, if the pensions 
fail to live up to projections, taxpayers are 
the ones who are forced to make them 
whole,” O'Halloran said.
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Waterwheel Condominium 
867 Saw Mill River Road, Ardsley, Westchester County 

 2 & 3 Bedroom Condos  
Fair & Affordable Condominiums featuring 17 Affordably Priced Units  

 
 
 

 Open Concept Kitchen, Living, Dining Area 
 Individual controlled Heating & A/C 
 Supermarket/ Retail/ Park Close By 
 Priced at $228,000 to $242,500 
 All Qualified Purchasers Receive $40,000 Down‐payment Assistance 
 Maximum household income $66,400 to $96,300 (Depending on household size) 

     For Application or Information:  
     914‐332‐4144 | hac@affordablehomes.org | www.housingactioncouncil.org 
     Application Deadline:   June 1, 2015 

This advertisement is not an offering.  It is a solicitation of interest in the advertised property.  No offering of the 
advertised units can be made and no deposits can be accepted, or reservations, binding or non-binding, can be 
made until an offering plan is filed with the  New York State Department of Law. This advertisement is made  
pursuant to Cooperative Policy Statement No.1 issued by the New York State Department of Law.  
Sponsor: Ardsley Waterwheel Partners LLC – Two Executive Drive, Suite 600, Fort Lee, NJ 07024.  

White Plains PTA Council Hosts 
3rd Annual Free Book Celebration

Not-for-Profit Leadership Summit Celebrates 
Collaboration Among Organizations

the White Plains PtA Council hosted its 3rd Annual Free book Celebration at eastview Middle 
School last weekend. over the course of  two days, May 1 and 2, the PtA gave away an estimated 
14,000 books to students in the White Plains School District. At the White Plains high School “mini” 
celebration on Friday, 2,000 books were distributed in one hour. Cardon Furry, WPhS Class of  
2016 co-president and student representative on the PtA book Committee, secured donations 
from Penguin books uSA, hatchette book Group, Soho books, the Princeton review, and houghton 
Mifflin harcourt. Cardon Furry said: “these book sponsors made it possible for us to offer a wider 
selection of  books, which allowed us to effectively support our middle and high school students.” 
the larger community event, held the next day, was as much a success. Mayor thomas roach, boe 
Member Sheryl brady, the White Plains Public library, and many White Plains student volunteers 
pitched in and helped the PtA distribute 11,000 plus books to over 1000 people.  only three boxes 
of  books remained after 90 minutes.

For the thirteenth consecutive year, volunteer and professional leaders from across the nonprofit 
sector gathered at the not-For-Profit leadership Summit XIII at the Doubletree hotel in tarrytown 
on May 4. Presented by the united Way of  Westchester and Putnam and the Westchester Community 
Foundation, this year’s event welcomed a sold-out crowd of  nearly 700 nonprofit community 
members from Westchester and surrounding counties. Catherine Marsh, longtime executive director 
of  the Westchester Community Foundation, was honored by the Summit committee in recognition 
of  her retirement from the organization this June after more than 16 years of  service. Keynote 
speakers Paul Schmitz, Ceo of  leading Inside out, and bob McKinnon, president and Ceo of  
GAleWill Design, were among the highlights of  the conference. Schmitz, the first “Innovator in 
residence” at Georgetown university’s beeck Center for Social Innovation and Impact, spoke to the 
audience about leadership and collective impact – the idea of  collaboration between organizations 
that work on particular issues to form new strategies and create social change. “everyone can 
influence the results together, agreeing on common deficits to figure out the best way to solve the 
problem,” Schmitz explained. “In collective impact, the collaboration becomes our work. McKinnon 
emphasized the role of  the individual in building strong teams and developing successful nonprofits. 
“Something in our background – a story, a family member, an experience – has prompted us to 
choose this work, and it is incumbent upon us to do it as well as we can,” McKinnon said. Pictured 
(from left to right): Adam Kintish of  tD bank; Catherine Marsh, executive director of  the Westchester 
Community Foundation; keynote speakers bob McKinnon and Paul Schmitz; and Alana Sweeny, 
president and Ceo of  united Way of  Westchester and Putnam, at the not-for-Profit leadership 
Summit XIII on Monday, May 4. 
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By Colette Connolly
It’s true that Chris Hale, president and 

founder of SunBlue Energy in Sleepy 
Hollow, is a strong believer in the power of 
new technologies.

But what inspired him to establish his 
own solar energy company six years ago 
was a photovoltaic class he took at Bronx 
Community College. 

A former project manager at a New York 
City-based technology company, Hale saw 
opportunity in solar energy and believed it 
would be the perfect business to establish 
in Westchester County. 

Teaming up with Barrett Silver, senior 
vice president of sales and marketing, the 
company has thrived since its inception and 
is one of the go-to solar energy companies 
for homeowners and businesses seeking 
alternatives to traditional forms of energy. 

“This is a very mature technology and 
has been around for a very long time,” said 
Hale, whose company has installed more 
than 100 solar energy systems throughout 
the tri-state area in the last five years. 

“The demand has increased, which 
has allowed for more investment in the 
technology, and prices have also come 
down,” explained Hale. “It is the fastest-
growing industry out there.”

Hale said one of the common 
misconceptions is that reliance on solar 

energy won’t work in the Northeast. In 
fact, solar energy takes its heat from light, 
which means that solar panels can work 
just as well in Alaska as 
they do in Florida. 

While it is gaining 
popularity in the U.S., 
other nations have moved 
ahead, he noted.

“The country with the 
most progressive solar 
program is really Germany, and they 
have installed so many more kilowatts 
than what we have, and there’s a lot less 
sunshine,” said Hale, referring to a climate 
that’s comparable to upstate New York.

While clouds may hinder the efficiency 
of solar panels, newer technology has 
allowed ambient light to filter through, and 
as a result it can generate a healthy dose of 
energy for the average home or business. 

Solar panels, consisting of photovoltaic 
cells, are placed on the roof of a house 
or business and convert light into direct 
current (DC) electricity, which in turn 
is converted to alternating current (AC) 
through an inverter. If electricity is not 
being used during the day, the excess 
is pushed back onto the grid, proving 
to be more economical than relying on 
traditional electricity services.

Most residential solar energy systems 

can be installed within a week. For 
commercial properties, Silver said it 
takes a bit longer while SunBlue 

Energy obtains necessary 
approvals and permits from 
local municipalities and state 
agencies. 

“We pride ourselves 
on customer service and 
high-quality design and 
installation,” said Hale, who is 

certified by the North American Board of 
Certified Energy Practitioners. 

Hale said his company of certified 
installers, sales consultants and project 
managers all live in the area and are 
familiar with the needs of 
customers in the region. 

What has convinced 
a growing number of 
prospective customers 
to switch to solar energy, 
Silver said, is their electric 
bill. The Northeast has 
some of the highest energy 
rates in the country, 
and when residents and 
business owners evaluate 
the benefits, they are often 
convinced by the incentives 
that can offset the upfront 
costs of installing a solar 

energy system. 
Perks include a 30 percent federal tax 

credit and a 25 percent New York State 
tax credit. The New York State Energy 
Research and Development Agency also 
offers generous incentives. Systems can be 
purchased outright, financed or leased. 

Hale said the company monitors 
customer systems on a regular basis and is 
fully responsible for its operation for five 
years after installation. 

For more information on SunBlue 
Energy and installing a solar energy 
system, call 914-222-3510 or 914-297-
9870 for a free consultation or visit www.
sunblueenergy.com. 

SunBlue Energy, Sleepy Hollow

Business
of the 
Week

Sunblue energy’s Senior Vice President of  Sales and Marketing 
barrett Silver, left, and President and founder Chris hale.
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
INTERNAL MEDICINE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-940-2500
PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129
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HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
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NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991
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INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590
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INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
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URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000
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FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
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WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
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SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
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NEW YORK, NY 10165
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Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin
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Police Blotter
White Plains Police Department

Disorderly Conduct. The incident 
started at around  4 a.m. Sunday, May 
10, as a uniformed patrol officer assigned 
to ESU was notified by bar security at 
Lola’s Restaurant, White Plains, that they 
had ejected a disorderly customer and 
that this customer was observed going 
to his auto and removing something and 
putting it into his waistband. Fearing it 
was a weapon, security pointed out the 
individual to the police. The individual 
upon observing the officers ran back to 
his auto and appeared to have tossed 
something into the back seat area. One 
officer approached the vehicle and grabbed 
onto the door, the vehicle accelerated and 
dragged the uniformed officer about 100 
feet down East Post Road. The Officer was 
thrown to the ground and was treated 
at White Plains Hospital for non-life 
threatening injuries. He has since been 
released.

The subject’s auto was pursued onto 
westbound I-287 by White Plains marked 
units. The pursuit was allowed due to low 
traffic volume at 4:10 a.m. and low speed, 
as the subject never exceeded 50 mph. 

The subject made contact with police 
headquarters 911 during the pursuit 
and was convinced by phone to stop the 
vehicle.

A felony stop was conducted off of 
Exit 3 and the subject was apprehended 
without further incident. He was charged 
with driving while under the influence 
of alcohol and drugs, reckless driving, 
possession of drugs, fleeing an incident, 
and assault, including felony assault on a 
police officer. 

The suspect’s vehicle was impounded 
and held.  Investigation is ongoing. No 
weapon has been recovered as of this time.

Greenburgh Police Department
Harassment. On the afternoon of May 

4, police responded to Sally’s Beauty 
Supply on Central Avenue in Hartsdale 
on a report that two males were harassing 
the employees inside. The two males 
described as middle-aged white men 
wearing jeans and plaid shirts had already 
left the scene. The complainants, both 
employees of the beauty store, said that the 
subjects got on line to check out, however, 
the line was long and one of the employees 
was working the cash register by herself. 
One of the subjects, the aggressor, began 
to shout rude and offensive comments 
regarding why the line was moving so 
slowly. The employee asked the subject 
to stop speaking to her in a rude manner 
and went to the rear office to ask for help 
up front. The subject (aggressor) followed 
the first employee to the office and began 
knocking on the closed door. The employee 
inside was speaking to a customer on 
the phone. The subject then opened the 

office door, entered, and began yelling at 
the employee for not being up front and 
helping the first employee. The subject 
then followed the employee to the front. 
The subject completed his transaction, but 
continued to berate both employees. One 
of the employees followed both subjects 
outside and told them she was calling 
the police, at which time they sped off in 
a black Honda. The victims were told to 
contact police headquarters if the subjects 
returned to the store. Surveillance video 
was requested.

Suspicious Incident. On May 4, 
complainants report that at 12:30 p.m. 
a suspect came into a retail store and 
wanted to purchase three $50 gift cards 
using a credit card. The suspect showed 
identification and a credit card, which 
had matching names. However when the 
suspect swiped the credit card, he used 
a card ending with different digits and 
successfully purchased the gift cards. 
About 10 minutes later a second suspect 
came into the store to purchase three $50 
gift cards using a credit card. This suspect 
showed a passport as identification and 
successfully purchased the gift cards using 
a credit card. The store manager learned 
from a different manager who was not 
present at the scene that a similar incident 
had occurred the previous week, with two 
suspects, who had purchased gift cards 
within ten minutes of each other, and the 
credit cards were later declined as stolen 
by the credit card company. The manager 
checked the computer in the back to see if 
the transaction listed the full credit card 
numbers used and it did not. The manager 
made a call to put a stop on the gift cards 
that were purchased. Both suspects were 
described as white males in their 20’s with 
what was believed to be heavy Russian 
accents. Surveillance video was requested.

Larceny. On May 5 units responded to 
Best Buy located at 299 N. Central Ave 
for a report of a larceny. Communication 
advised that Best Buy security was chasing 
a white male wearing a white t-shirt, blue 
jeans and a black hat east on Chatterton 
Pkwy towards White Plains. They also 
reported the vehicle involved was a red 
SUV. Multiple units responded to canvass 
the area. Communication later advised 
they received a call from a witness who 
reported that she observed the male that 
the Best Buy security officer was chasing 
on Alexander Avenue. Units responded to 
the area and observed a white male fitting 
the description. The male was stopped 
and identified. A Sony PlayStation 4 was 
also observed.  The suspect was placed 
under arrest and transported to police 
headquarters for booking. The Sony 
PlayStation was vouchered into property 
along with a copy of the Best Buy security 

videotape. When a warrant check was run 
on the suspect an active warrant for NYPD 
appeared. The suspect was processed. 

Unlawful Possession of Marijuana. On 
the evening of May 5, during a traffic stop 
on Tarrytown Road officers witnessed a 
grey 2002 Nissan Frontier strike a black 
2009 Toyota Rav 4 in the rear as it was 
slowing down for the traffic signal in front 
of the White Plains Shopping Center. The 
drivers of both vehicles were told to pull 
over and stand by. Upon speaking with the 
driver of the Nissan, the officer observed  
his eyes to be glassy and bloodshot. When 
asked if he was okay the driver said: “I’m 
ok, I don’t want to lose my kids. They’re 
the only thing that’s important to me.” 
A strong odor of alcohol was emanating 
from the driver’s mouth as he spoke. The 
driver said he had drunk some beer earlier 
in the day. The officer then instructed him 
to remove the key from his vehicle and 
he staggered upon exiting the car. The 
driver was very loud and his demeanor 
went from calm to extremely upset and 
back to calm. Standardized Field Sobriety 
Tests were administered, which the driver 
could not complete. When asked if he 
would submit to the Breathalyzer Test, he 
refused and screamed, “Arrest me!” The 
driver was placed under arrest for Driving 
While Intoxicated and transported to 
police headquarters. The vehicle was 
impounded. Marijuana was discovered in 
the car. A NYSPIN check of the driver’s 
license revealed that he was convicted of 
an Aggravated DWI on November 3, 2011 
in the Town Court of New Castle. As a 
result, he was charged with a felony DWI. 

Suspicious Incident. Police responded 
to Buy Buy Baby on S. Central Avenue 
on the evening of April 24 on a report of 
an employee who might be in possession 
of a handgun and knife. Comsec advised 
that they received a call from a customer 
in the store, who witnessed an employee 
show another employee in one of the 

isles, a handgun and knife. The customer 
described the employee as a black male, 
stocky and short wearing glasses with the 
name tag Max on his uniform shirt. The 
customer attempted to advise the store 
manager about what he witnessed but 
he couldn’t locate her. Several attempts 
to call back the customer for more 
information were unsuccessful. Several 
street crime units and uniformed patrol 
responded to the store where members of 
the task force were able to interview the 
employee “Max” who denied possessing 
a handgun but he did hand over a silver 
folding knife from his right front pants 
pocket. Police officers reviewed the video 
surveillance of the employee entering the 
store at the start of his shift. Observable 
on the video footage was a large bulge in 
the employee’s right front pocket, which 
appeared to be an outline of something 
much bigger than the folding knife. 
Several officers canvassed the store but 
were unable to locate a handgun. The 
store manager advised officers that per 
store policy weapons such as the knife that 
the employee had in his possession were 
strictly prohibited, and might be grounds 
for his termination. Nothing further at 
this time.

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts and more to come at Somers Custom Framing!
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Nancy Chiariello
Nancy J. Chiariello, 67, of Hartsdale, 

passed away May 9. Nancy was born May 
8, 1948 in New York City to Anthony and 
Ann Ramundo. 

For over 20 years she was the secretary 
for the Assistant Superintendent of 
Curriculum for the city school district 
of White Plains. Nancy also volunteered 
with the Sisters of Mercy, teaching them 
computers. She enjoyed baking, knitting 
and Zumba. 

On June 27, 1970 she married Sal 
Chiariello in Closter, NJ.

Besides her husband Sal, Nancy is 
survived by her son Michael (Anita) 
Chiariello, daughter Deana (Carlos) 
Rodriguez, grandchildren Eliana, Joseph, 
Selene and Emma and her brother 
Anthony Ramundo.

Diane Branch
Diane Branch, a White Plains resident, 

died May 6 at the age of 77. She was born 
November 26, 1937 in the Bronx to the 
late Philomena and Vincent Nofrogate.

She is survived her husband, Joseph 
Branch of White Plains and her children; 
Linda (John) Taylor of Somers, Ct. and 
Christina (Robert) Zarelli of Stormville. 
Also surviving are her grandchildren; 
Dina Furr, Robert (RJ) Taylor, Alexa 
Zarelli, Garrett Taylor, Andrea Sikora and 
Ashlee Kailas. She is predeceased by her 
brother Philip Nofrogate.

Frank Alfano
Frank T. Alfano, a Sayville, NY resident 

and former White Plains resident, died 
May 5 at the age of 84. He was born June 
8, 1930 in White Plains to the late Cosimo 
and Concetta Alfano.

Frank was an amateur boxer and was 
a Golden Gloves Champion. He joined 
the Army and was a Korean War Veteran. 
While in the Army, Frank was on the 
Army Boxing Team. He was also an avid 
golfer.

On November 11, 1956 he married 
Dorothea Glifort.

Frank was a Firefighter for the White 
Plains Fire Department for 37 years, 

retiring in 1990.
He is survived by his Wife Dorothea 

of Sayville, his sons; Nick Alfano of Vero 
Beach, FL and Thomas (Christine) Alfano 
of Hartwell, Ga and his daughter, Connie 
(Andrew) LaRocca of Stony Brook, NY. 
He is also survived by his grandchildren; 
Matthew, Alison, Bradley, Max, Kate and 
Nicholas. Frank is predeceased by his 
brothers Charles and Al Alfano.
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City of White Plains Police Officer Exam

Volunteers needed for Jimmy Fund Theatre Program

Fit-Mobile Is Making the Rounds in Westchester

The City of White Plains is actively 
seeking a diverse pool of candidates for 
the November 14, 2015 Police Officer 
Civil Service exam. The salary range is 
$55,152 - $86,372 and the exam is open to 
residents of any of the following counties: 
Westchester, Putnam, Rockland, Orange, 
Nassau, and Bronx.

The application and related 
announcements may be obtained at: www.
cityofwhiteplains.com or picked up and 
returned to the following locations:

City of White Plains  
    Personnel Department

City Hall, 255 Main Street, Rm. 301,  
White Plains, NY 10601
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thomas H. Slater Community Center
2 Fisher Ct. White Plains, NY 10601
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
El Centro Hispano
346 So. Lexington Ave.  

    White Plains, NY 10606
Monday-Friday, 12 to 7 p.m.

Applications must be submitted or 
postmarked no later than Thursday, 
July 9, 2015 at 5 p.m. Applications will 
not be accepted after that time. Please 
Note: Applications may not be emailed 
or submitted online. No exceptions will 
be made to the stated deadline or the 
submittal process. The application fee is 
$50 (no cash accepted). 

Free training will be offered for both  
the written and physical agility portions of 
the exam.

The Jimmy Fund is looking for local 
movie lovers with big hearts and a few 
spare hours to help raise money for 
cancer care and research at Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute this summer. The Jimmy 
Fund/Variety Children’s Charities Theatre 
Collections Program is seeking volunteers 

to pass collection canisters to guests at 
the City Center 15 movie theatre at 19 
Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains, 
where a brief Jimmy Fund trailer will be 
shown before a feature film.

Volunteers are needed during select 
movie times each day of the week from June 

12 to July 30.  All contributions go directly 
to the Jimmy Fund, which supports 
lifesaving adult and pediatric patient care 
and cancer research at Dana-Farber.

To volunteer or to learn more, 
visit  jimmyfund.org/theatre  or call  617-
582-7724.

Westchester’s local parks and recreation 
departments, municipal day camps, 
community centers and other nonprofit 
agencies will be scheduling visits with the 
Westchester County Parks Fit-Mobile–a 
county sponsored fitness and activities 
center on wheels – to teach their participants 
a fun way to get healthy and stay in shape.  

The Fit-Mobile, which is sponsored by 
Hudson Valley Bank, is a mobile health 
and fitness facility that travels throughout 

Westchester with a variety of equipment 
and games, such as hula hoops, jump ropes, 
soccer balls, Frisbees, an agility ladder and 
sacks for old-fashioned competitive races. 
It also provides participants with useful 
information on how to eat healthy and get 
in shape. The van, which is staffed with 
two adult fitness supervisors, who direct 
games and activities, is suitable for outdoor 
facilities with a basic minimal area of 50 ft. 
x 50 ft. 

The Fit-Mobile costs $50 per visit, and 
is available from May through the end of 
August. To schedule a visit or for more 
information call 914-231-4034 Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. or visit 
westchestergov.com/parks and download 
an application. Reservations will be 
accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. 

The Fit-Mobile is owned and operated by 
Westchester County Parks. 

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the editor.  
Please limit comments to 250 words. We 
will do our best to print all letters, but are 
limited by space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be withheld 
from publication on the discretion of 

the editor. Please refrain  from personal 
attacks.  Email letters to pcasey@

theexaminernews.com. 
The White Plains Examiner requires 

that all letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information. 

Letters Policy

Noah Follansbee Kirklin was 
born April 12, 2015 at  
White Plains Hospital.  

Son of proud parents Caitlin  
and Christopher Kirklin of  

White Plains. 

Youth Bureau Now Accepting Fatherhood Award Applications 
The White Plains Youth Bureau is 

now accepting applications for its third 
Annual White Plains Fatherhood Awards 
Program to be held on Saturday, June 13, 
8:30 a.m. at Eastview Middle School, 350 
Main Street, White Plains. The program 
will honor outstanding fathers for their 
leadership, service to the community 

and for being wonderful dads. To enter 
the contest, submit a 500 word essay to 
Laura Montoya, Youth Bureau Office 
Assistant, on the topic, “My Dad Is 
My Hero.”   Essays must be submitted 
by Friday, May 29, to the White Plains 
Youth Bureau, 11 Amherst Place, White 
Plains, NY 10601.
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My wife and I frequently comment 
about how barren those new multimillion-
dollar condos in Manhattan look when 
we see those ads with only a sofa, a coffee 
table and maybe a sideboard in the living 
room. 

God forbid you walk around in your 
underwear in that room, put your feet 
up and munch on a bagel with lox and 
cream cheese. How do you live in a room 
like that? And what do you enjoy visually, 
other than the view of the skyline? Maybe 
that’s the point? Just look beyond the void 
of the room into the wild blue yonder 
because there’s certainly nothing to 
ponder inside.

While most of us seem possessed with 
de-cluttering, especially when it comes 
time to sell our homes, fashion designer 
Iris Apfel, 93, is known for keeping her 
house filled with all sorts of treasures. 
When interviewed recently by The New 
York Times, she said, “I love clutter. I 
think being totally minimal shows a lack 
of history and soul, and I find it sort of 
pitiful. I think it’s wonderful to have stuff 
and live with memories and things you 
enjoy.”  

My wife and I share the same sentiment. 
A few years ago when we unsuccessfully 
attempted to sell our house at a time when 
the housing market had ground to a halt, 
the hardest thing we had to do was pack 
up a large amount of our collections in 

boxes for the professional 
photographer. Those items 
are still in boxes waiting 
to be unpacked for a new 
home that is 2,000 square 
feet smaller, where we’ll 
have more display space for 
them. 

It might seem ironic that 
we will have more display 
space in less square footage 
but that’s the way it’s being 
brilliantly planned for us 
by cabinetry genius Jan 
Efraimsen of Woodtronics 
in Yorktown Heights. 
(That story is for a future 
column.)

Yes, the next chapter 
of our lives will be spent 
sharing space with many 
years of collectables, all 
items that have personal meaning to 
us. Among them are those few things, 
heirlooms that have come from my 
parents and their parents: a Lionel train set 
from 1934, a Rosewood vase, a watercolor 
painting from my Aunt Helen, dated 
1939. And from my wife, some pieces of 
Meissen china that her mother brought 
with her from Germany as a displaced 
person after World War II. 

And from our marriage, all the things 
that we scoured Greenwich Village 

and lower Second Avenue 
antique shops for, before the 
skyscrapers were built. And 
later, all the delights we found 
throughout the Hudson Valley 
during our four decades of 
weekend field trips, combined 
with my scouting trips coast to 
coast and internationally. Each 
piece comes with a memory 
of where we bought it, what 
we paid for it and what it 
represents to us. Then, there is 
the fun of the connectivity of 
one thing to another.

For instance, while 
everything in our new home 
is basically in disarray as we 
wait for our cabinetry to be 
installed, we have only one 
surface for displaying a ragtag 
of collectables that I swept 

up myself on moving day. They include 
as odd an assortment of things that you 
could imagine, some of which have given 
people pause to wonder and say, “What 
the heck is THAT?” 

Mostly made of brass, they include: 
an 18th century candlestick; a candle 
snuffer; traveling inkwell; a glass globe 
with a brass base for the top of a newel 
post; a tea strainer; a large art décor dish; 
two elaborate European butter knives; a 
large 19th century door key; a perfume 

vial; a small sun dial; and a device to tap 
down tobacco with the likeness of George 
Washington. 

These collectables may all seem 
disconnected from each other, but to me 
there is a mental exercise, connecting the 
dots of association, much like playing six 
degrees of separation from Kevin Bacon. 
Granted, to visitors, it offers only the 
experience of seeing great looking items 
on a coffee table. 

I look at it philosophically. We have 
only so many years and our brains can 
contain only so many thoughts at the 
same time. Memories are very precious 
to all of us and having a home loaded 
with reminders of them enriches our 
lives. Therefore, wouldn’t it seem that 
minimalist environments make for 
minimalist lives? Or am I reaching here?

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public 
relations agency in Westchester (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site 
is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and 
his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru 
and his team to market your home for 
sale, call 914-522-2076.

Against the Tide: The Argument for Clutter
December 30, 2014 - January 5, 2015 The Examiner14

Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.
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This past 
weekend, as I sat 
at my keyboard 
contemplat ing 
the 396th column 
of You Heard 
It through the 
Grapevine, an 
urge struck me 

to indulge in one of 
the topics I had previously focused on.

So it is that I am sitting here this Sunday 
evening, with a glass of red wine at hand 
and an artisanal bar of Amedei chocolate 
nearby.

I realize that the similarities between 
wine and chocolate go beyond their 
agricultural heritage and processing. It 
is in the consumption of each that the 
similarities are equally striking.   

When I guide my guests in one of the 
many wine-tasting seminars I conduct, I 
walk them through several steps to better 
understand and savor each glass of wine 
they consume. So too with a chocolate 
tasting seminar I conducted several years 
ago. 

For each wine and chocolate experience 
there are five steps (the 5 S’s) that assist in 
honing our senses and enjoyment. 

Step 1: “See” the wine. This is your 
first interaction and provides an overall 
indication of the style, from light to robust. 
Hold the glass of wine up to the light. 

Generally speaking, the lighter the color 
the lighter the weight and intensity of the 
wine. Conversely, the deeper the color, 
the more body and richness. So too with 
chocolate. A light brown color indicates 
that more milk product was added during 
processing. A dark, burnt umber color 
indicates a high concentration of cacao 
butter and less milk. 

Step 2: “Swirl” the wine 
in the glass. This infuses 
oxygen into the wine and 
opens the bouquet to 
your olfactory senses. For 
chocolate, gently “Squeeze” 
a small piece between your 
fingers. The higher the cacao 
butter content, the more 
quickly it will melt; the lower, the longer it 
will take. Cacao butter is the foundation of 
the highest quality chocolates, providing 
the richness and smoothness desired by 
connoisseurs.      

Step 3: “Sniff ” the wine. Bring the 
glass to your nose; it is in this step that 
your overall impression of the wine 
will be set, as well as its nuances. Our 
sense of smell has tens of thousands of 
olfactory receptors, which transmit the 
aromas of a wine to our brains, resulting 
in a pleasurable or off-putting impression. 
So too with chocolate. Bring a piece of 
chocolate to your nose and breathe in the 
fragrances. Our olfactory receptors are 

inundated with the aromas that form our 
impression of the particular brand and 
style of chocolate. High quality chocolate 
will have deep and rich aromas, without 
metallic or medicinal undertones.

Step 4: “Sip” the wine. Our tongue and 
mouth dominate our sense of taste. Here 
is where our palates determine if a wine 

is bitter, sweet, salty, sour 
or savory. These senses 
translate to our perception 
of a wine to be fruity or 
dry, soft or tannic. So too 
with chocolate. As you 
taste a piece, savor it as it 
melts in your mouth. How 
does your palate perceive 
it? Smooth or gritty? 

Robust or velvety? Sweet or bitter? Which 
profile do you prefer? This will determine 
your individual interaction with the 
chocolate; mine may be diametrically 
different.

Step 5: “Swallow” the wine or chocolate. 
The finish is the final impression on your 
palate. A long, lingering, sensation is 
another indication of the quality of each. 
For wine, it transmits a desired level of 
complexity and finesse. The ability of a 
wine to impart this sensation is a clear 
sign of its quality. So too with chocolate. A 
high level of cacao butter will dissipate on 
the palate, highlighting the flavors; a low 
level will leave a waxy or greasy coating 

in your mouth, muting the flavors and 
diminishing the experience of the next 
bite.

As I take another sip from my glass 
of fruity and mildly acidic Zinfandel 
(although Port is likely the best pairing 
with chocolate), my senses of smell and 
taste are enhanced by the richness and 
moderate bitterness of the 70 percent 
Amedei chocolate. 

Ah, I love writing this column.
Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 

Pleasantville resident.  For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

A Primer on Enjoying Fine Wine and Fine Chocolate
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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 The Restaurant Examiner

Spoken Interludes: A Literary Salon With Dinner and Storytelling
By Jerry Eimbinder

DeLauné Michel founded Spoken 
Interludes, an ongoing program of 
appearances by authors that combines 
dinner with writers reading from their 
latest works. 

Each event in the series typically 
attracts an audience of at least 200 book 
lovers. The meeting begins with a buffet 
dinner followed by the authors’ readings, 
a Q&A and book signings.

The concept of combining dinner 
and readings was inspired by Michel’s 
childhood. She grew up in Baton Rouge, 
La. with her parents and four older 
sisters. The family’s nightly dinner and 
accompanying conversation was the 
inspiration for Spoken Interludes in 1996.

“Dinner was the highlight of the day, 
partly for the food — my Momma’s 
incredible Creole cuisine — but  mostly 
for the conversation. Or should I say 
storytelling,” Michel said. “Because that’s 
what it was: long, funny and illuminating 
stories. And God forbid if you didn’t have 
one.” 

Every night, Michel and her sisters were 
expected to sit attentively while eating 
dinner while her father talked about 
his day. Not only were they expected 
to understand what he did running the 
insurance company, but the girls weren’t 
expected to be part of the conversation.

“Then Momma talked about running 
the arts council or working on her Ph.D., 
or writing her novels, and at this point 
we were more than just a silent audience 
because we were involved in some of 
those stories,” Michel said.

Then it was the girls’ turn. With four 
loquacious sisters, getting a word in could 
be difficult for Michel. 

By the time Michel was six, her parents 
realized she rarely spoke at dinner. So 

they enforced a new rule: every night she 
would be given time to speak.

“There I was,”  she said, “the youngest 
at the table, with the least schooling, the 
least experience and the least stories, as it 
were, but with the time to talk. I cannot 
think of this memory without a visceral 
sense of my four older sisters’ mouths 
clamped shut. And possibly being bored. 
Or indulgent. But regardless, I got to tell 
the story of my day. And I did. From the 
beginning.

“It never really got much easier to talk 
at that table, and after awhile that nightly 
rule fell away, so I either fought my way 
into the conversation or I didn’t, but 
something amazing had happened. I was 
able to feel what it was like to have the 
time and the space to be heard.”

Spoken Interludes is partly a 
reconstruction of Michel’s childhood 
dinner table. 

“People come together, have a meal and 
writers tell a story by reading their work, 
which then inspires conversation between 
the writers and the audience,” she said.

The meetings are held at RiverView 
in Hastings-on-Hudson. The food is 
prepared by Chutney Marsala, an Indian 
bistro in Irvington under the guidance of 
Executive Chef Navjot Arora. 

 
Buffet dinner precedes talks
The dinner buffet can vary. Last 

month’s buffet included saag paneer 
(fresh  homemade cheese folded in 
seasoned and tempered spinach), chana 
masala (chickpea stew with tomato and 
ginger), aloo  gobhi (diced cauliflower, 
potato and peas and tomato garlic 
masala), keema matar masala (home-
style chopped lamb and fresh peas) and 
saffron pulao. 

Chicken tikka masala (chicken chunks 
braised in a  fenugreek scented tomato 
cream sauce) is a popular offering.  

The buffet table has 
salad greens, sliced beets, 
small veggie fritters, 
chicken tikka pieces, 
naan  bread and assorted 
cookies. Coffee and tea, 
available at a reception 
area station, are included.

Three novelists will 
participate at the next 
program on Monday, June 
1. Appearing will be Chris 
Bohjalian, reading from 
“The Light in the Ruins,”  
Marisa de los Santos, 
reading excerpts from 
“The Precious One,” and 
Lynn Schmeidler who will 
read from “Plural Like the 
Universe.”

Bohjalian, born in 
White Plains and the author of “Midwives,” 
an Oprah Book Club selection, has written 
17 books, three of which were made into 
motion pictures. His work appears in 30 
languages.

De los Santos, 
also the author 
of “Connect the 
Stars,” “Saving 
Lucas Biggs,” 
“Love Walked 
In,” “Belong to 
Me” and “Falling 
Together,” has a 
poetry collection 
called “From the 
Bones Out.” 

Schmeidler is 
a poet and short 
story writer.

 DeLauné is 
the author of two 
novels, “Aftermath 
of Dreaming” and 
“The Safety of 
Secrets,” published 
by HarperCollins. 
She recently completed writing her third 
novel. During her career as an actress, she 
appeared in the television series “NYPD 
Blue,” “The Gilmore Girls” and “Judging 
Amy.” She also established Spoken 
Interludes Next, an organization that 
helps children in inner city schools in Los 
Angeles and severely disabled children at 
Blythedale Children’s Hospital.

  
Meet the chef
Arora received a bachelor’s degree 

in  hospitality and catering management 
from the Institute of  Hotel Management 
in New Delhi, India. As his  graduation 
approached, he accepted an offer from the 
Taj Group, a large hospitality organization 
headquartered in Mumbai. The city’s 

42  hotels contain some of the most 
prestigious restaurants in India.

He  embarked on a two-year training 
program that exposed him to both the food 
and service sides of the business. Upon 
completion of the  course,  he joined the 
Taj Palace Hotel in New Delhi, a luxurious 
establishment with  eight eateries, 
including world class French, Chinese, 
Mediterranean and Indian restaurants. He 
remained there for 10 years, advancing to 
key supervisory kitchen positions. He also 
ran the Indian restaurant for three years.

After arriving in the United States,  he 
joined the Cafe  Spice Restaurant 
Group and served as its executive 
chef as the  organization expanded to 
eight  locations in four states. In April 
2008, Arora opened Chutney Masala 
Indian Bistro in Irvington. 

Food service starts at 6 p.m. and 
concludes at 7:30 p.m. when the first 
author is introduced. Book signings take 
place from 8:30 to 9 p.m. Books can be 
purchased from on-site representatives of 
Pleasantville’s The Village Book Store and 

can be paid for by cash, check or credit 
card.

Spoken Interludes is $25 for advance 
online payment up to 48 hours before 
the event or $30 at the reception desk. To 
reserve for $25 with pre-payment, visit 
www.chutneymasala.com/order-form. 
To reserve for $30 without pre-payment, 
e-mail rsvp@spokeninterludes.com. 
Attendees who pay by check should make 
them payable to Chutney Masala.

The RiverView is located at 1 Warburton 
Ave. in Hastings-on-Hudson. Parking is 
free in the lot directly across the street.

For more information about  
the program, visit www.spokeninterludes.
com.

 Marisa de los Santos, author of  “the Precious one,” part of  the 
lineup of  writers who will participate in the next Spoken Interludes 
dinner and storytelling program on June 1.

Delauné Michel, a novelist and founder of  
Spoken Interludes, a program that features 
dinner and book readings.

Author Chris bohjalian with recording team members for the audio book for his 
novel “Close Your eyes, hold hands.”
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ADOPTION
Pregnant: Considering Adoption-  
Childless, married couple are ready to 
open our hearts and home. Promise love, 
security & opportunity. Financial help for 
your pregnancy. Nick & Gloria 855-385-
5549

Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides � -
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or con� -
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
� roughAdoption.org

ANTIQUES
ANTIQUE LOVERS TAKE NOTE- 
BRIMFIELD, MA starts Tuesday May-
12th. 5,000 Dealers of Antiques/Collect-
ibles. Visit: www.brim� eld.com for info 
on 20 individual show openings. May 
12th- 17th 2015

AUCTIONS
LIVE PUBLIC AUCTION- Ontario 
County Tax Foreclosed Real Estate 15+ 
commercial, residential and vacant prop-
erties. Call: 1-800-536-1401 or visit: auc-
tionsinternational.com Selling govern-
ment surplus daily!

AUTO DONATIONS
HELP US HELP YOUR NEIGHBORS! 
Do you have an old or unneeded CAR 
or TRUCK sitting in your driveway or 

garage? Consider donating it to York-
town Love in Action. We are a non-pro� t 
501(c)(3) tax deductible organization that 
helps local residents in need. Whether 
the vehicle is running or not we will pick 
it up just Call: 914-490-3966

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish.  We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish. We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EMPLOYMENT
AVON Career or pocket money you de-
cide Call Brandie (Ind Sls rep) 1-800-305-
3911 Or sign up online: www.startavon.
com Reference code:gsim For award win-
ning support

EVENTS
Rinaldi Flea Markets Open Every Sun-
day through October. 900 Dutchess Turn-
pike Poughkeepsie. See you there! RIN-
ALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM

FINANCIAL AID
Parents! Having trouble with college 
funding?  Get personal help with � nan-
cial aid forms for free grants. Visit www.
sourcesforstudents.com or call Paul An-
thony Rivers at (914)358-1700.

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges - SPRING Blowout Sale 
6�  Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED HOSTESS FOR BUSY 
DINER Experience only Apply in person 
at Olympic Diner Rt 6 Mahopac

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for quali� ed stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 
9 Hobby St., Pleasantville.

LAND FOR SALE
Spectacular 3 to 22 acre lots with deep-
water access-Located in an exclusive de-
velopment on Virginia’s Eastern Shore. 
Amenities include community pier, boat 
ramp, paved roads and private sandy 
beach. May remind you of the Jersey 
Shore from days long past. Great climate, 
boating, � shing, clamming and National 
Seashore beaches nearby. Absolute buy 
of a lifetime, recent FDIC bank failure 
makes these 25 lots available at a frac-
tion of their original price. Priced at only 
$55,000 to $124,000. For info call (757) 
442-2171, e-mail: oceanlandtrust@yahoo.
com, pictures on website: http://Wibiti.
com/5KQN

UPSTATE NY ABSOLUTE LAND LIQ-
UIDATION! MAY 9TH! 19 Tracts from 3 
to 35 acres starting at $12,900. Examples: 
9 acres -$19,900. 20 acres -$29,900. 35 
acres- Farmhouse- $169,900. Foreclo-
sures, estates, abandoned farms! Water-
front, trout streams, farmhouses, views! 
Clear title, 100% gíteed! Terms available! 

Call: 888-905-8847 to register or go to: 
NewYorkLandandlakes.com

MISC FOR SALE
KILL STINK BUGS! Harris Stink Bug 
Spray. Indoor/ Outdoor,  Odorless. Non-
Staining. E� ective results begin a� er 
spray dries. Available: Hardware Stores, 
� e Home Depot, homedepot.com

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

OUT OF STATE REAL ESTATE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
New models from $85,000. 772-581-0080, 
www.beach-cove.com

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of a� ordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

MAY 23RD & 24TH

www.hudsonberkshirewinefestival.com
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, May 12
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. In 1994, 

Deborah Cohen (now a regular attender 
at Dorry’s) was in a car accident that 
changed her life. Her injuries have been 
diagnosed as Traumatic Brain Injury and 
Post Concussion Syndrome (not  Post 
Traumatic Syndrome). Deborah will 
read from her as yet unpublished book 
describing her journey to a level of 
functioning that no doctor expected or 
predicted. Please join us. No reservations 
are needed.  Presentation is 6 to 7 p.m. 
Food ordering starts at 5:30 p.m. Dorry’s 
Diner, 468 Mamaroneck Avenue, White 
Plains; 914-682-0005.

WPCNA Meeting. White Plains 
Council of Neighborhood Associations 
monthly meeting 7:30 p.m. at Education 
House, 5 Homeside Lane, White Plains. 
The Guest Speakers will be White 
Plains Interim Superintendent of 
Schools Timothy Connors and Assistant 
Superintendent for Business Fred Seiler, 
who will present highlights of the 
proposed School Budget for 2015-2016. A 
question and answer period will follow the 
presentation. There are four candidates, 
Michael Bellantoni, James Hricay, Cayne 
Letizia and Rose Lovitch, running for 
three open seats on the School Board. The 
candidates have been invited to attend this 
meeting and to stay after the presentation 
to talk with voters. The meeting is open to 
the public and will start promptly at 7:30 
pm. Light refreshments will be served.

Wednesday, May 13
Noontime Getaway Concert. The 

Klezmer Tradition – Best known to 
Downtown Music audiences for his 
stellar recitals of the classical repertoire, 
clarinetist Pavel Vinnitsky has appeared at 
some of the world’s major klezmer music 
festivals, and toured Israel and Europe 
with a klezmer trio and toured Israel and 
Europe with a Klezmer Trio.  A founding 
member of the Jewish Arts Ensemble 
of New York, he is joined at the piano 
by  Anna Vinnitsky  who has appeared at 
the Gewandhaus in Leipzig and Orchestra 
Hall in Chicago.  Free Admission; 12:10 
p.m. Grace Episcopal Church at the 
intersection of Main and Church streets 
in White Plains.

TILI Shed. The White Plains Take It or 
Leave It Shed is open 2 to 4 p.m. Located 

at the Gedney Recycling Yard, 87 Gedney 
Way, White Plains.

White Plains Farmers Market. 
Wednesdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. located 
on Court Street between Main Street and 
Martine Avenue in White Plains. 

Local Birds: What They Are, the 
Problems They Face and What You 
Can Do. Meet the common and not so 
common birds in our area, along with the 
best places in Westchester to see them. 
Includes a presentation and discussion 
about the problems these birds face 
and actions to help them. Presented in 
partnership with the Sierra Club Lower 
Hudson Group. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
Refreshments at 7 p.m. Program at 7:30 
p.m. Free. Program has been rescheduled 
from March 11. Info : 914-723-3470  or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Thursday, May 14
Juneteenth Awards Gala. Honoring 

Eon Nichols Esq., Rosa Boone, Rev. 
Earlene Davis, William Brown, Jr., James 
Bason, Jr., Bishop Wilbur Preston, Abdul 
Tubman, and Lee’s Funeral Home. The 
Gala will be held at the Double Tree by 
Hilton Hotel in Tarrytown, starting at 
6 p.m. “Juneteenth, 150 Years Later” is 
the theme. Tickets are $125. For more 
information visit www.wpjuneteenth.
com or call 914-715-2762 or email gala@
wpjuneteenth.com.

Friday, May 15
Arts Bash. Join us at a cocktail 

reception  6 to 9 p.m. featuring food from 
top chefs, fine wine, open artist studios 
and ArtsWestchester’s latest exhibition. 
Tickets $75 on sale at artsw.org/artsbash 
or 914.428.4220. ArtsWestchster is located 
at 31 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains.

Saturday, May 16
TILI Shed. The White Plains Take It or 

Leave It Shed is open 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
the Gedney Recycling Yard, 87 Gedney 
Way, White Plains.

DPW Big Truck Day. Hands-on Truck 
Fair for children  10 a.m. to 2p.m.  at the 
Gedney Way Recycling Center located at 
85 Gedney Way, White Plains. Attendees 
will be able to learn about, see, touch, 
sit in, sound the sirens, honk the horns 
and even operate some of the biggest 
vehicles in the city’s fleet. Vehicles on 
display and providing demonstrations are 
from our Public Works, Police and Fire 
Departments and Trans Care Ambulance. 
Truck Day is a rain or shine event.   For 
additional information contact DPW 
at 914-422-1206.  

Tag Sale. The Westchester Hispanic 
Coalition, located at 46 Waller Avenue, 
White Plains, will hold a Tag Sale from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Donations may be dropped 
off at our office, Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. We welcome clothing 
(especially prom dresses), furniture, tools, 
jewelry, bikes, toys, small appliances in 
good condition. All proceeds will go 
to support the Coalition’s important 
work: offering services designed to help 
immigrants obtain and keep legal status, 
to ensure fair employment and housing 
practices, and to gain access to resources 
such as health care and education. Tax-
deduction forms are available at the 
Coalition when items are dropped off. For 
further information call 914-948-8466.

Muddy Sneakers.  Discover the 
wonders of the natural world. Enjoy 
a wild excursion through our woods, 
puddles and fields as we play in and with 
nature. For all ages. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1 p.m. 
Members: $5 per person. Non-members: 
$8 per person. Info:  914-723-3470  or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

NewWSRO. New Westchester 
Symphony Reading Orchestra is a new 
audition-free and non-performing 
ensemble meeting once per month on 
Saturdays in White Plains.  This month 
NewWSRO will read through Tchaikovsky 
Symphony No. 5. This opportunity is for 
anyone who wants to play in an orchestra 

once in a while, without the pressure of 
auditions or performances. Open to all 
ages and abilities. Pre-registration through 
the website is highly recommended, 
though walk-ins are welcome; $20 
Participation Fee; $10 Students/Seniors; 
2:30 to 5 p.m.; Church in the Highlands, 
35 Bryant Ave, White Plains; (914) 623-
8075; www.newsymphony.org.

 
   White Plains Comic Con. This is a free 
admission comic con to celebrate anti-
bullying theme and a tribute to Stan 
Goldberg who passed away last August 
in 2014; 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. White Plains 
Library, 100 Martine Avenue, White 
Plains. This event is sponsored by the 
White Plains Care Coalition and White 
Plains Library. 

Family Arts Bash. A day of family fun 
featuring children’s art workshops, art 
exhibits and open artists’ studios; 1 to 5 
p.m. ArtsWestchester, 31 Mamaroneck 
Avenue, White Plains. More information 
visit artsw.org/artsbash.

Sunday, May 17
SWBOCES Car Show. On the campus of 

the SWBOCES Center for Career Services 
on Grasslands Road in Valhalla. The event 
is sponsored by The Rock “N” Rods Car 
Club of NY; 9 a.m.  to  4 p.m., judging of 
cars at noon. Music and food. Admission 
and parking are free. Rain date  Sunday, 
May 31. For more information, call the 
Center at 914-761-3400.

Back to the Garden 1969

back to the Garden 1969 concert celebrating the music and spirit of  the Woodstock Music Festival.
back to the Garden 1969 is a group of  professional musicians who have performed together in 
various combinations over the years, and have now come together to celebrate the music, and 
spirit, of  the Woodstock era.the band, founded in 2009 by Gary Adamson, presents the great 
variety of  classic sounds associated with Woodstock, including acoustic and electric rock, acid rock, 
soul music, folk and much more. the musical performances are a tribute to the artists who made 
Woodstock great, and are authentically performed in the style of  those artists. the band also 
appears in 60’s period fashion, and uses sound clips and lighting to recreate the mood of  the 
festival. back to the Garden 1969 will play with friends Fred Walcott on percussion and the “Sock it 
to Me” horns, plus special artists Chris brown at White Plains Performing Arts Center, Saturday, May 
16 at 8 p.m.  richard Cirulli, founder and Ceo of  Kymar ltd., which has promoted music and comedy 
with WPPAC in the past, said he had seen back to the Garden 1969 when they had played as a cover 
band. “I was so blown away by their performance that I thought they’d be great in White Plains,” 
Cirulli said. he brought the idea to WPPAC and the show was put on the schedule. tickets are $27 
in advance, $32 at the door. WPPAC is located on the third level of  the City Center in White Plains.
For information and reservations visit www.wppac.com or call 914-328-1600.
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By Albert Coqueran
The 48th Annual Glenn D. 

Loucks Track & Field Games 
encompassed White Plains High 
School from Thursday, May 7 
through Saturday, May 9. 

The Glenn D. Loucks Games 
is the largest high school Track & 
Field event in the country held at 
a high school site. This year 3442 
athletes participated on 348 teams 
that hailed from 233 high schools. 

“When you compare the number 
of participants we started with 47 
years ago, which was about 500, 
to today, about 3500 competing 
athletes, it makes us happy that we 
are satisfying the opportunity for 
more student/athletes to display 
their talents in Track & Field,” said 
Loucks Games Chairman Dan 
Woodard, one of the founders of 
the Glenn D. Loucks Games.

The official Opening Ceremony 
was held on Saturday, May 9, 

with an array of 
dignitaries in 
attendance. City 
of White Plains 
Mayor Tom Roach, 
who is an ardent 
runner, stood on 
the field watching 
the events.  “This is 
a tremendous event 
and I am very proud 
to have it here in 
White Plains,” said 
Mayor Roach. 

Roach ran track 
during his high 
school years at 
Mahopac High 
School. “Track to me 
is the purest form of 
athleticism. It is not 
about what kind of 
equipment you have 
but what you have 
and what you put 
into it,” commented 
the Mayor. 

The Eleanor 
Loucks Memorial 
Award stayed within 
the Loucks Family 
this year, with 
the late Glenn D. 
Loucks’ son Dean 
Loucks awarded the 
Memorial Trophy 
named after his 
mother Eleanor. 

The Eleanor 
Loucks Memorial 
Award is the highest 
form of recognition 
presented at the 

Loucks Games. Dean Loucks, who 
passed away last year in October, 
was an outstanding athlete at 
WPHS. He graduated in 1953 and 
went on to play at Yale University, 
before returning to the Tigers as 
their football coach. Loucks later 
became the Head Football Coach 
at Fordham University.

“This is a wonderful tribute to 
my husband Dean and I am sure he 
would be so happy to know that the 
community remembers him like 
this, and for me and his daughter 
Kathy it is equally wonderful,” 
stated Barbara Loucks, the widow 
of Dean Loucks, who accepted the 
Award with her daughter Kathy. 

Dr. Paul Fried will take over as 
White Plains Superintendent of 
Public Schools, on July 1. Fried 
got his first look at the Loucks 
Games on Saturday. “This is very 
impressive. There are students 
from all over the country. I 
understand over 3000 students 

The 48th Annual Glenn D. Loucks Track & Field Games

White Plains high School Steeplechase runner Adrian ojeda leaps the barrier and runs through the water obstruction in the 
Men’s 3000 Meter Steeplechase in the Glenn D. loucks Games, on Saturday, at WPhS. ojeda ran a good race, finishing 21st 
with a time of  10:35.06. 

Albert CoquerAn PhotoS

the late Dean loucks, son of  Glenn D. loucks, the namesake of  the Annual 
track & Field Games, was honored with the 2015 eleanor loucks Memorial 
Award. Dean loucks passed away in october 2014. he was represented at 
the award ceremony by his widow barbara loucks (left) and daughter Kathy 
loucks (center). Assistant Meet Director nick Panaro presented the Award. 

the olympian trophy was presented to each of  the outstanding Athletes 
of  the 48th Annual Glenn D. loucks Games. [l-r] Shayla broughton from 
Medgar evers for Female-Field events, rai benjamin from Mt. Vernon is a 
Co-Winner for Male-runner events, Samantha Watson from rush henrietta for 
runner-Female events and rayvon Gruy from beacon for Male-Field events. 
Also not pictured was Co-Winner for Male-runner events Mike branigan from 
northport.

lauren Woods of  the White Plains high School 
track & Field team ran the 400 Meter Dash at the 
48th Annual Glenn D. loucks track & Field Games. 

they will all play intricate roles next season as 
Stepinac high School attempts to win another 
Catholic high School Football league Championship. 
on Saturday [l-r] tyquell Fields, robinson De la 
Cruz, Jay-Char howell, t.J. Morrison, Malik Crawford 
and Jesse brown attended the Glenn D. loucks 
track & Field Games in support of  the Crusaders 
participants. Fields threw the Javelin and Morrison 
ran the 100 Meter Dash. 

biff  henderson (right holding trophy), the Stage Manager for the late Show with David letterman, 
presents the olympian trophy to 3000 Meter Men’s Steeplechase Champion Jake Gibb (center), who 
ran the third fastest time in loucks Games history at 9.16.47, which was also the fastest high-school 
time in the united States this year. henderson, a Greenburgh resident, and letterman will air their last 
late Show, on CbS, on Monday, May 20, after 34 years. 
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are participating, this in incredible,” said 
Fried.

Interim Superintendent of Schools 
Tim Connors has 49 years working in 
education and is planning to go home 
to Massachusetts, work one more year 
in his beloved field, and then retire after 
50 years of service.  “What a wonderful 
opportunity for young people to compete. 
We are just proud of White Plains for 
hosting the Loucks Games,” said Connors.

The Team Champions of the 48th 
Annual Loucks Track & Field Games were 

Mt. Vernon High School, presented with 
the Men’s Teams Trophy for scoring 28 
points. The Women’s Team Champions 
were Rush Henrietta High School with 46 
points and North Rockland High School 
won the Combined Team Championship 
scoring an impressive 50 points.

Congratulations to Glenn D. Loucks 
Games Meet Director Fred Singleton and 
Assistant Meet Director Nick Panaro, 
for organizing another wonderful, 
competitive and well participated event 
again this year at WPHS.

Michael Greenspan, a member of  the executive Committee of  the 48th Annual Glenn D. loucks Games, 
was the Master of  Ceremonies for the opening Ceremonies, which was attended by such dignitaries 
as, loucks Games Chairman Dan Woodard, White Plains Mayor tom roach, Interim Superintendent 
of  White Plains Public Schools timothy Connors, incoming Superintendent of  Schools Dr. Paul Fried, 
board of  education V.P. Charlie norris, WPhS Principal ellen Doherty, Athletic Director Jennifer DeSena, 
White Plains Parks Commissioner Wayne bass, and Mason Donaghey, the 2014 eleanor loucks Award 
recipient.

the crowd cheered as luke Gavigan from tappan Zee high School crossed the finish line with a time 
of  4:12.71, to win the loucks Mile, at the 48th Annual Glenn D. loucks track & Field Games, at White 
Plains high School. 

the White Plains high School track team not only participated in the track & Field events at the 48th 
Annual Glenn D. loucks Games, on Saturday, at WPhS, they were also instrumental in assisting with the 
successful operations of  the games.

Stepinac Head Coach Pat Duffy Secures 200th Milestone Victory
By Albert Coqueran

Stepinac High School Head Baseball 
Coach Pat Duffy, retired as a Sergeant in 
the New York City Police Department 
after 12 years of service. Duffy was a 
Squad Leader working on an undercover 
assignment when he was injured on the 
job. 

Due to having surgery on both his 
knees, Duffy was forced to retire by the 
NYPD surgeon at the young age of 32 years 

old. Duffy decided to go back to college 
to attain his degree and qualifications to 
teach. He began his new career teaching 
part-time at Stepinac and working as an 
assistant baseball coach in 2001. 

Presently, Duffy has tenured at Stepinac 
for 14 years as a teacher and coach. He 
worked three years part-time, before 
joining the staff at Stepinac has a full-time 
Physical Education Instructor and Health 
Teacher. Duffy also was promoted to Head 

Coach of the Crusaders Varsity 
Baseball Team in 2005.

On Wednesday, May 6, 
in Somers, Duffy reached a 
milestone in his 11-year career 
as the Head Baseball Coach 
at Stepinac. The Crusaders 
defeated John F. Kennedy 
Catholic, 8-2, and Duffy won 
his 200th career-game at 
Stepinac. 

“That means I have probably 
been here a little too long,” 
joked Duffy. “What it really 
means is that we accomplished 
a mission that we set out to 
do almost 15 years ago, which 
was to take a program and 
turn it around by bringing in 
quality students/athletes and 
be very competitive in a really 

competitive league.” 
The league of course is the CHSAA 

AA Bronx/Westchester and presently 
the Crusaders have a 10-4 AA record 
and stand overall at 12-4. The Crusaders 
beat St. Raymond’s High School, 7-1, on 
Friday, May 8, to win their 10th league 
game this season, while securing Duffy 
his 201st career-victory.

Duffy when asked if any players stood 
out in his memory during his 11 year-
career as the Crusaders Head Coach, 
contemplated for a few seconds and then 
answered: “Eric Copowski who went on 
to play at Iona College. Also, my present  
J.V. Head Coach Chris 
Menstrasti, who is 
Stepinac’s  All Time 
Leader in Base Hits 
40 and Stolen Bases 
40 in a single season,” 
remembered Duffy. 

Menstrasti played 
shortstop at the time, 
but when Stepinac was 
out of pitchers and 
had to face Iona Prep 
in a one-game playoff, 
Menstrasti pitched and 
threw 120 pitches to 
win the 2005 CHSAA 
Bronx/Westchester 

Division Title for the Crusaders.
Duffy has won four Division Titles as 

the Head Coach of the Crusaders (one 
as Co-Head Coach in 2005) and three 
straight Titles 2008-2010. He has taken 
Stepinac to the Final Four three times and 
was Runner-up for the NYC CHSAA City 
Championship in 2009.

“To get 200 wins in a little over 10 years 
is a good feeling but it is not about me, as 
the Head Coach, it is about the players 
that came through this program and more 
importantly the assistant coaches that help 
me along the way,” acknowledged Duffy. 

Stepinac head baseball Coach Pat Duffy (center) won his 
200th game when the Crusaders beat John F. Kennedy Catholic, 
8-2, in Somers, on May 6. Duffy pictured with present assistant 
coaches Keith richardson (left) and Anthony Arrichiello (right), 
gives a lot of  credit to his assistant coaches over the years for 
his milestone victory. 

Crusaders brain Malone smacked two doubles, had two rbI and scored 
two runs, as Stepinac beat St. raymond’s, on Friday, to secure their 10th 
ChSAA AA victory this season. 

Albert CoquerAn PhotoS
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