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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 

twitter.com/@ExaminerMedia

TILI Shed a Fine Feather in White Plains’ Sustainability Cap
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FASNY Protest Intends Strong  
Message for White Plains Mayor and Council

Armenian Genocide Service Calls for 
Acknowledgement by Turkish Government
By Pat Casey

Friday evening’s ceremony at St. 
Gregory the Enlightener Armenian 
Church, White Plains, in recognition of 
the 100th anniversary of the Armenian 
Genocide and canonization of the 
martyrs who perished, was a particularly 
moving and emotional event. It was 
attended by the Westchester interfaith 
community as well as by politicians from 
local government all the way up to the 
Congressional level.

The service was punctuated with 
solemn prayer, haunting hymns and 
strong statements about the need for 
acknowledgement by the Turkish 

government that the Armenian Genocide 
was organized by the Ottoman Turkish 
government to ethnically cleanse its 
territory of the indigenous Armenian 
population.

A theme of the event was that without 
acknowledgement there could not be 
true reconciliation. The descriptions of 
the atrocities committed then bringing 
to mind recent atrocities and murders 
committed in the same part of the world 
today and reported by news media 
globally.

Forget-Me-Not flowers hand made by 
children of the St. Gregory congregation 

continued on page 6
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By Pat Casey
The White Plains Take It or Leave 

It Shed opened for business Saturday 
at 9 a.m. with a full gathering of 
people waiting outside for the 
doors to open. By 10 a.m. most of 
the items that had been dropped 
off earlier that same morning were 
already on their way to new homes 
– having been identified as “genuine 
treasure.” One lucky young lady 
was able to furnish most of her 
new apartment with furniture that 
another resident had just replaced 
with new items.

The transaction took about five 
minutes according to volunteers 
working that morning.

The fast flow of items in and out 
of the TILI Shed is sustainability 
at its best and one of White Plains 
DPW’s most heralded programs.

The idea was the brainstorm 
of EcoNeighbors member 

Marie McCann-Barab who 
had seen something similar in 
Chappaqua. She brought the 
idea back to the White Plains 
community environmental group 
and they began a discussion 
with Councilwoman Milagros 
Lecuona and White Plains DPW 
Commissioner Bud Nicoletti. 

Together they decided to build 
the shed at the Gedney Recycling 
Yard. The collaborative effort, 
now in its fourth year, has been a 
great success.

DPW manages and maintains 
the program and EcoNeighbors 
supplies volunteers.

This year on Saturday mornings 
Master Gardeners from Cornell 
University Cooperative Extension 
have joined the EcoNeighbors 
and man a table at the TILI shed 

White Plains TILI volunteers on opening morning (l to r) Dorothy Schere, Ann Ladd, Deb von Glahn, Renee Brown,  
Laura Kerenyi. continued on page 4

By Pat Casey
Eight Neighborhood Associations 

representing the majority of residents 
and some institutions in the south 
end of White Plains demonstrated 
Saturday morning against the proposed 
French  American School of New York’s 
(FASNY) regional school complex on 
the site of the former Ridgeway Country 
Club.

The protest brought out over 200 
people, carrying signs and placards 
that spelled out their specific concerns: 
“Traffic + Pollution = FASNY,” “Save Our 
Neighborhoods. “Say No to FASNY,” “Say 
No to the Shrinking Conservancy,” “Keep 

the Property on Tax Rolls,” “Hathaway 
Lane Belongs to the People.”

The protestors walked back and forth in 
front of White Plains High School across 
the street from the proposed entrance to 
the FASNY campus. Cars passing in both 
directions honked approval throughout.

John Sheehan, president of the Gedney 
Farms Association says FASNY is the 
most controversial land use project 
confronting the City of White Plains in 
the last 25 years. 

During the protest Sheehan told The 
White Plains Examiner that the purpose 
of Saturday’s demonstration was to: “Urge 

continued on page 4
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The Retired Public Employees 
Association of Westchester and Putnam 
(RPEA) invited Brian Conybeare, Special 
Advisor for the New NY Bridge Project to 
speak at their luncheon meeting at Sam’s 
of Gedney Way in White Plains last week.

As construction of the new Tappan 
Zee Bridge is underway, Conybeare told 
the group that the project is on time, on 
budget and about one third of the way 
through the process.

“Governor Cuomo put the project on 
the fast track,” Conybeare explained. “He 
did this by employing the design-build 
concept that puts full responsibility on 
the winning bidder. At the same time, it 
allows the building of infrastructure to 
commence while some of the finer design 
aspects of the bridge can be done during 
the construction process, thereby saving 
time.”

Most notably, some of the finer design 
elements will become public attractions 
including a pedestrian and bicycle 
path, complete with observation areas, 
museum-style exhibits and spectacular 
views. Landscaping and lighting to feature 
energy efficient LED technology are also 
evolving as the project progresses.

The pedestrian/bicycle path will run 
the entire length of one of the spans. 
Conybeare explained that designers are 
now configuring the number of parking 
spaces that will be needed on each side of 

the river to accommodate that element as 
well as where those parking lots should 
be located.

The overall design incorporates 
infrastructure for the inclusion of mass 
transit at a time about 15 years into the 
future Conybeare explained. When the 
bridge opens in 2018 it will include Bus 
Rapid Transit with a dedicated lane to 
keep commuters moving.

“It was the delay in providing land 

access and highway construction to 
include trains on both sides of the Hudson 
that was holding things up,” Conybeare 
said.” By focusing just on the bridge 
construction and not waiting for the 
train element, the process is much faster. 
And, the bridge needed to be replaced. It 
really could not wait,” he added.

The new bridge will have two separate 
spans each dedicated for travel in one 
direction, north and south. The space 

between the two spans would eventually 
hold the mass-transit component.

Currently, one span is being built to 
the north of the existing bridge. That 
will initially be open for travel in both 
directions as the old bridge is torn down 
and the second span is built in its place.

The bridge design itself is modern 
and open and intended to represent the 
openness of the Hudson River Valley. 
The design also incorporates anti-icing 
protection and security elements such as 
special platforms, security cameras and 
high-tech fencing and netting to keep 
people from jumping.

With loans from the federal 
government and $1.3 billion from a cash 
settlement that will go to the new bridge, 
Conybeare said that tolls would not be 
increased for the foreseeable future.

There also will be no toll plazas to create 
traffic jams. Drivers can use E-Z Pass or 
their license plates will be photographed 
as they go through the gateway and an 
invoice will be sent to them.

An observation deck to view bridge 
construction as it continues is opening on 
the Tarrytown side. Visit NewNYBridge.
com for more information.

RPEA is a New York-based organization 
with a focus on keeping public retirement 
employee benefits in place. Annual 
membership is $30. Visit www.rpea.org.

RPEA Learns About New TZ Bridge Design’s More Interesting Features
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Brain Conybeare (left) with judy Bernstein, RPeA Steering Committee chair, and Dan Marcy. 
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TILI Shed a Fine Feather in White Plains’ Sustainability Cap

FASNY Protest Intends Strong Message for White Plains Mayor and Council
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to provide horticultural advice.
“This spring is like no other we have 

seen,” said Master Gardener Nancy Giges. 
“We are about a month behind weather-
wise where we normally would be and we 
don’t know if plants will catch up. We will 
have to wait and see.”

The Master Gardeners explained that 
many people were stopping by to find out 
when would be the best time to start a 
garden this year.

EcoNeighbors Yvonne Gumowitz and 
Carry Kyzivat said they had never seen the 
TILI Shed more organized.

“It has become a great resource, almost 
a community hang out,” said Kyzivat, 
adding that eventually they would like 
to add some educational programming 
about sustainability.

“White Plains has a Sustainability 
Committee that is doing good work but 
you can’t find out what’s going on because 

there’s nothing posted on the city’s 
website. We’d love to see that changed,” 
the EcoNeighbors members agreed. 
“White Plains should blow its horn more 
and tout its community’s involvement in 
sustainability.”

The TILI Shed program 
saves White Plains many 
tons of garbage each year 
and as it becomes well 
known that number goes 
up.

At the end of the season 
if there are items left over, 
TILI has a relationship 
with Furniture Sharehouse 
to get items distributed to 
needy families.

For White Plains 
residents interested in 
taking advantage of 
the TILI Shed, a list of 

acceptable items is posted on the front 
door. These include functioning, clean 
and gently used appliances, cookware, 
kitchenware, dishes and glassware (in 
excellent condition), sports equipment, 
bicycles, toys, games, baby equipment, 

children’s picture books, ornaments, 
home repair tools, gardening tools. 

Unacceptable items include large 
appliances, air conditioners, refrigerators, 
TVs, monitors, construction debris, 
upholstered furniture, large furniture, 
bedding, clothing, books for adults, 
printers, faxes, semi-functional 
electronics, chipped or cracked dishes, 
plastic mugs/containers/dishes, skis, 
ski boots, stuffed toys, cribs, suitcases, 
anything really dirty.

Drop-offs during the hours when the 
shed is not open are not allowed.

The TILI Shed hours between April and 
October are Saturdays, 9 a.m. to Noon 
(Master Gardeners table is manned only 
on Saturdays); Wednesdays 2 to 4 p.m. 
Located at the Gedney Recycling Yard, 87 
Gedney Way, White Plains. 

Visit  www.econeighbors.org for more 
information.

(L to r) Master Gardeners Blaine Levensen and Nancy Giges answer 
questions about planting and pest control.

the Mayor and Common Council to listen 
to residents, not just Gedney residents, 
not just North Street residents, not just 
Wyndham Close residents, but the whole 
southern end of the city and the 3,000 
other residents in the city who signed the 
petition opposing the project.”

“FASNY is too large for the property 
the former Ridgeway Country Club 

had. We fully expect our elected officials 
to represent us and to vote against this 
special permit,” Sheehan said. 

“No one has ever really discussed how 
this application doesn’t meet the special 
permit standard as enunciated in the 
Zoning Ordinance,” Sheehan added.

The public hearings ended in December, 
yet there has been no information 

forthcoming from the 
city’s administration 
about when a decision 
might be made. 

“We have heard 
nothing,” Sheehan 
noted. “The 
Administration is still 
working on it.”

Some residents 
picketing said that 
over the past two 
weeks they had seen 
traffic counters at 

numerous locations 
on neighborhood 
streets. They 
wondered why at 

this late stage information was still being 
gathered.

“The longer this goes on and we see 
how all the alternative options for the site 
plan have failed, it becomes increasingly 
clear to people in the community – people 

who formerly supported the plan or were 
neutral – that FASNY on this site doesn’t 
work at all,” Sheehan concluded.

About 200 White Plains residents from neighborhoods in the south end of  the 
city rallied in front of  WPhS across from the proposed entrance to the FASNy 
K-12 campus.

Signs tell the story of  why residents don’t want the FASNy project to be approved by the White Plains 
Common Council.

SMALL  NEWS   
IS BIG NEWS

Happy Mother’s Day  
to All Moms! 

Watch me on youtube by typing in  
“George Ondek” and the name of the guest.

Or watch me on Cablevision from  
Yonkers to Mahopac & on various  

government channels on their town links.
Our Latest Guests:

Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul Feiner
NYT Best Selling author Allison Pataki
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By Mary Alice O’Brien, RDC
The beautiful green space Good 

Counsel campus at 52 North Broadway 
in White Plains celebrated its 125 
Anniversary on April 26, the Feast of 
Our Lady of Good Counsel.

The history of the property and the 
growth of the congregation of the 
Sisters of the Divine Compassion is a 
compelling and uniquely Westchester 
story.

In the spring of 1880, the thoughts of 
the founders of the Sisters of the Divine 
Compassion, Mother Mary Veronica, 
RDC and Msgr. Thomas S. Preston 
turned to the question of a summer 
house where the Sisters and the children 

they cared for might enjoy a rest and 
a change of air from their New York 
City location. A place on 91st Street 
was considered but did not meet the 
expectation of Msgr. Preston. A Father 
Edwards and a Mr. O’Connor were 
asked to look for a place in Westchester, 
in the “real” country. 

Msgr. Preston told Mother Veronica 
that they must look to acquire a place 
that would not only serve for the 
summer, but which would become 
the motherhouse and novitiate for 
the Sisters.  The country would be far 
more ideal than the city. There would 
be opportunity for them to get out-of-
doors and get exercise and fresh air. 
Such a place could also serve as setting 
for a school.  

During April, Father Edwards and 
Mr. O’Connor investigated possibilities 
Westchester had to offer. After looking 

at various properties that were nice, but 
not quite right, they eventually found 
a fine place on Broadway (in White 
Plains) that had been built by Eugene 
T. Preudhomme and was now owned 
by John M. Tilford. Upon seeing the 
house both Edwards and O’Connor 
agreed immediately that they were 

perfectly suited to the Sisters’ needs. 
Arrangements were concluded on 
April 26, the Feast of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, and they named the property 
for her, Good Counsel.

Another piece of property, the Hand 
house was later purchased in 1893. The 
property at the time of purchase was 
12.5 acres with three more acres added 
later. 

After 125 years, the Leadership of 
the Sisters of the Divine Compassion 
has chosen to sell this property and 
to close The Academy of Our Lady 

of Good Counsel High School, an 
all-female, fully enrolled school. The 
school could not find a place to relocate 
after valiant efforts. The ministry of 
education to young girls and boys, the 
elementary school, has found a place 
to relocate in Valhalla. This choice 
has been made as a solution to the 
Sisters’ financial problems and future 
challenges.

The source for historic information is  
“The Fruit of His Compassion, The Life 
of Mother Mary Veronica, Foundress of 
the Sisters of the Divine Compassion” 
by Sister Mary Teresa, RDC.

The Beautiful and Historic Good Counsel Campus Marks 125th Anniversary

The Tildford estate was purchased by the 
Sisters of  the Divine Compassion in 1880. 
The house was later moved to the back of  
the property on North Broadway to make 
room for the construction of  the Chapel of  
the Divine Compassion, which stands on the 
site today. Source of  early sepia photos: “The 
Fruit of  his Compassion, The Life of  Mother 
Mary Veronica, Foundress of  the Sisters of  
the Divine Compassion” by Sister Mary Teresa, 
RDC.

The Tilford house at its location at the back of  
the campus housed the Good Counsel Academy 
elementary School for many years. 

MARy ALICe o’BRIeN PhoToS

The hand house, which can be viewed from 
North Broadway, was purchased in 1894. 

The hand house today sits next to the Chapel of  
the Divine Compassion. It houses the RDC Center 
for Counseling and human Development.

The house of  Nazareth, 1895, served as a boarding school for girls and young women. They were 
educated and taught skills to help them obtain jobs.

The Chapel of  the Divine Compassion viewed from North Broadway. The tree canopy remains in place 
as it was originally planted for the Tilford estate.

Good Counsel Academy high School today. 
Photographed at night.

The rear entrance to the Chapel of  the Divine 
Compassion at the crypt where the founders of  
the order are buried. The building to the left is the 
convent and Mapleton Conference Center. 
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With a loud message that for the fifth 
year in a row, the Westchester County 
property tax levy will not increase in the 
next budget, County Executive Robert 
Astorino offered a positive outlook and 
added a few new initiatives of interest to 
residents and businesses during his State of 
the County address last week.

Astorino hailed a recent Second Circuit 
Court of Appeals decision which said 
actions by HUD to financially penalize the 
county were subject to judicial review, as 
a “major victory against an aggressive and 
overreaching federal government,” and a 
win for local zoning and home rule. The 
county remains on schedule in fulfilling 
the terms of the 2009 federal housing 
settlement agreement with currently 
223 units occupied and 454 units with 
financing in place, Astorino explained.

Pleased by the new $25 million Playland 
agreement with New York-based Standard 
Amusements, Astorino said the proposed 
deal would secure the long-term future 
of Playland. Standard Amusements will 
invest $23 million in capital improvements, 
introduce new rides and attractions and 
make an up-front $2.25 million payment 
to the county and pay an annual fee of 
$300,000, that escalates each year.

Also on the economic front, Astorino 
explained that the County’s Industrial 
Development Agency (IDA) assisted on 
16 economic development projects that 

generated more than $400 million in 
private investment. In the not-for-profit 
sector, the County’s Local Development 
Corporation (LDC) assisted on a number 
of projects that generated $129 million.

To attract new business to the County a 
satellite economic development office will 
open in May in Manhattan at 125 Park 
Avenue, right across from the entrance 
to Grand Central Station. “We are going 
to promote Westchester County to New 
York City businesses,” Astorino said. “Our 
message is simple. To those companies 
in New York City looking to leave New 
York State, you need to take a look at 
Westchester.”

Another new program is the County’s 
new fatherhood initiative designed to 
celebrate the critical role of the father, and 

help those in at-risk situations 
navigate and overcome potential 
barriers they may have to 
becoming effectively involved 
dads. Former New York 
Knicks all-star Allan Houston’s 
foundation will partner with the 
county in the initiative. 

A new Safer Communities 
initiative with the development of 
a new mobile phone application 
called the Westchester Safety 
App. is expected to be available 
later this summer. The app will 
offer real-time traffic, weather 
and storm reports, and disaster 

preparedness tips via smart phones. The 
app is being developed by Interlecta, 
a Westchester-based IT company, in 
conjunction with the county’s Department 
of Public Safety. The download of the app 
will be free. 

And coming in May, the county’s “A 
Job’s Waiting for You Training” program 
will get under way to match long-term 
unemployed workers with hard to fill jobs 
in health care such as MRI technicians 
through a training program that, upon 
successful completion, guarantees the 
trainee a job. The goal is to place 500 
individuals in four years and ultimately 
expand the program beyond the health 
care field.  

The County Board of Legislators chair 

Michael Kaplowitz (D-District 4) in his 
response to the County Executive asked 
that Astorino re-open a dialogue with 
HUD to finally put the “2009 housing 
settlement behind us.”

Kaplowitz also noted that Westchester 
County has a tremendous asset that is 
not being used.  “On the campus of the 
Westchester Medical Center and New 
York Medical College are 60 acres of prime 
unused land that is owned by Westchester 
County.  Legislators want to see this 
property developed in a smart and creative 
way that will not only provide an economic 
benefit for Westchester County but a real 
social benefit as well,” Kaplowitz said.

Kaplowitz also expounded on the 
quality of drinking water in the county. “ 
For many years the county’s “water district 
one” has not been in technical compliance 
with some water quality standards 
established by the federal government. The 
Environmental Protection Agency began 
levying fines against the county but I’m 
happy to announce that the Board of 
Legislators, working with the County 
Attorney, successfully negotiated a 
resolution with the EPA to upgrade our 
water treatment facilities in water district 
one,” he said.

Kaplowitz also offered the establishment 
of an office of sustainability with an Energy 
Director. This could come before the BOL 
as early as its Monday evening meeting.

County Executive Again Pledges No Increase to Westchester Property Tax Levy

Armenian Genocide Service Calls for Acknowledgement by Turkish Government
continued from page 1
were given to attendees. The Forget-
Me-Not flower is the official emblem 
of the Armenian Genocide centennial 
celebration.

According to Armenian-genocide.
org on April 24, 1915, the leaders and 
intellectuals of the Armenian communities 
in Ottoman Turkey were rounded up and 
massacred. From 1915 to 1923 more than 
1.5 million Armenians were killed; two 
out of three Armenians living in Ottoman 
Turkey perished. The rest were banished 
from their homeland.

The Armenian population had 
inhabited this land for over 3,000 years. 
And, according to V. Rev. Archimandrite 
Eugene Pappas from Three Hierarchs 
Greek Orthodox Church, who as the 
primary speaker gave the homily, the 
Armenian nation was the first Christian 
nation.

Rev. Pappas emphasized the importance 
of Armenians in the diaspora to remember 
the genocide and like their Jewish brethren 
who suffered through the Holocaust to in-
tone “Never again. Never again.”

“The Armenians were killed because 
they were Christian,” Rev. Pappas said. 
The Armenian Genocide set the tone for 
other brutalities and genocides of the 20th 
century.

“But they did not win,” Rev. Pappas 

explained, speaking directly to the 
children in the gathering. “They did not 
win because we are here. You are here. We 
are celebrating you, not the death of the 
martyrs.”

Congresswoman Nita Lowey presented 
a proclamation acknowledging the 
Armenian Genocide and stating that: 
“She is a co-sponsor of legislation to 
acknowledge the atrocity in full, calling 
for the United States to work toward 
equitable, constructive, stable, and durable 
Armenian/Turkish relations based on 

the Republic of Turkey’s full 
acknowledgement of the facts 
and ongoing consequences of 
the Armenian Genocide and 
a fair, just and comprehensive 
international resolution of 
this crime against humanity.”

Lowey emphasized that: 
“All good people must be 
vigilant to prevent hatred 
and dogma from destroying 
civilizations across the world.”

White Plains Mayor 
Thomas Roach also had a 
proclamation that he read in 
full. 

“The Armenian Genocide 
represents a government 
slaughtering people that it 
should be there to protect. 

Unfortunately that is something we 
have seen too much of,” Roach said. He 
congratulated the Armenian people for 
keeping the memory alive for 100 years 
“so that we should never forget.”

Roach’s proclamation acknowledged the 
many Armenians who left their homeland 
and settled in the United States, some now 
residing in White Plains.

Members of the White Plains Common 
Council who were present at the 
ceremony included Milagros Lecuona, 

Beth Smayda, Nadine Hunt-Robinson, 
and Dennis Krolian, a member of the St. 
Gregory congregation who was visibly 
moved by the support he received from 
his colleagues.

In comments, Krolian explained that 
he had lost his grandparents during the 
genocide.

Earlier in the day, at an ecumenical 
service in Greenwich, CT, red carnations 
that were handed to all attendees were 
provided by Creative Flowers by Amodio’s 
of White Plains.

White Plains Mayor Tom Roach addresses attendees at St. Gregory 
the enlightener Armenian Church 100-year Remembrance of  the 
Armenian Genocide. Roach is accompanied by Councilwoman 
Milagros Lecuona (left) and Councilmembers Nadine hunt-
Robinson, Beth Smayda and Dennis Krolian (right).

V. Rev. Archimandrite eugene Pappas from Three 
hierarchs Greek orthodox Church.

 Westchester County executive Robert Astorino delivers the 
2015 State of  the County Address.
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By Pat Casey
When what you love to do in your spare 

time becomes possible as your full-time 
occupation, that’s Kismet, and you know 
the result will be the fruit of pure passion.

The Twisted Branch Olive Oil & Tap 
Room just opened at 24 Broadway in 
Valhalla, and already the new store is 
getting a reputation as a “must visit 
destination.” Chefs from some of the more 
popular eateries in Westchester already 
have made the discovery and The Twisted 
Branch is on their regular shopping routes.

White Plains residents and brothers 
John Cherico and Richard Cozza and 
Richard’s wife Erika have partnered to put 
the new business together. 

The idea for a specialty shop had been 
discussed among the partners for several 
years, but when in November 2014 it 
looked like they had the opportunity 

to finally make the jump – John was 
leaving the corporate world and Richard 
was moving on from his job in IT – they 
took the business plan to the fast track 
and opened the store in a little over  
four months.

The shop is full of delicious add-ons that 

finish off a special entrée, appetizer, pasta 
or salad or make that cup of coffee or tea 
something you want to linger over.

“We stocked the shelves with things 
we like, products we had 
found and use,” 
Richard explained.

From an Italian 
family where the 
kitchen is the center 
of the household, 
both John and 
Richard grew up with 
inquisitive palates. Richard became known 
for his olive oil finishes to pizza and pasta 
dishes. His wife Erika discovered early 
in their marriage that he had a special 
aptitude for taking anything she cooked to 
the next level and she was happy to let him 
do it.

The result is that Richard has 

experimented for years with different olive 
oil and balsamic vinegar recipes. He also 
knows what oils he prefers and where they 
come from. 

The shop features oils and vinegars 
imported from Italy, Spain, Chile and 
Tunisia. The Twisted Branch works 

with a flavor infusing company based 
in California. Each product is created to 
exact specifications and bottled on site 
in Valhalla – where the products for sale 

carry the Twisted Branch name.
When traveling for his job in IT, 

Richard would often spend time in 
California and Seattle, WA. “Oil and 
vinegar tap rooms are quite popular 
on the West coast,” he explained. “I 
was already hooked on the concept 
and was shipping product back 

home for my personal use. That’s how I 
got involved in the network, which made it 
easy to set up the business so quickly. I had 
already done much of the work.”

Infused and flavored olive oils such as 
Basil, Blood orange, Sage & Onion, Tuscan 
Herb, Garlic Mushroom, 
Sundried Tomato and 
White Truffle, among 
others are on the menu.

Dark Balsamic Vinegars 
include Black Mission Fig, 
Honey Ginger, Raspberry, 
Pumpkin Spice and 
traditional. The White 
Balsamic Vinegars include 
Cranberry, Bittersweet 
Chocolate with Orange, 
Coconut, Strawberry 
peach and Anjou Pear.

There are many other 
flavor selections on the 
lists as well as gourmet 
wine vinegars and special 
flavors created for each 
season.

If you have no idea what 
you might like, The Twisted 
Branch has 100 percent biodegradable and 
consumable tasting cups and spoons and 
bread cubes for sampling.

In fact, Richard says they will have 
Arthur Avenue bread delivered fresh each 
morning for customers to purchase.

On his Seattle trips, Richard also 
indulged in the gourmet coffee culture 
of the West Coast and the shop offers a 
signature small batch coffee. The Twisted 

Branch prides itself in working only with 
small, family owned plantations.

Coffee is for sale in biodegradable cups 
to sip from on the spot or bags to take 
home.

Because Erika is a tea drinker master tea 
blends from Harney & Sons can be found 
on the shelves along with local honey from 
a bee farm in Connecticut – there’s a Killer 
Bee Hot Sauce – gourmet and flavored 
salts – there’s a Ghost Pepper salt – flavored 
cane sugars and hand blended spices.

Richard has been busy developing 
recipes which he will post on the store’s 
website at www.TheTwistedBranch.
com where you will also find a complete 
selection of items for sale in the store as 
well as online. There will also be a blog for 

sharing taste experiences.
If you work or live in White Plains, 

The Twisted Branch will be a vendor 
at the White Plains Farmers Market 
every Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
beginning April 29.

The Twisted Branch is located at 24 
Broadway, Valhalla, NY 10595; 914-437-
8000. Store hours: Monday – Saturday 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m., Sunday 12 to 6 p.m.

The Twisted Branch Olive Oil & Vinegar Tap Room, Valhalla

Business
of the 
Week

A selection of  Dark and White Balsamic Vinegars offers a variety of  taste sensations. When your bottle is 
empty, bring it back clean and get a refill at a 15 percent discount.

 (L to r) Richard and erika Cozza with john Cherico at The Twisted 
Branch olive oil & Vinegar Tap Room, Valhalla.
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Assembly Members Push for Elimination of Nov. 15 Deadline for Teacher Evaluations 

More Development on the Corner from H**l

Letter to the White Plains Common Council on Ensuring Developer Compliance

We fully support the step Chancellor 
Tisch has taken to provide districts with 
flexibility on the November 15 deadline. 
We recommend that the Regents go 
further and drop the November 15 
deadline altogether and use September 1, 
2016 as the deadline for school districts 
to fully implement new teacher and 
principal evaluation plans. 

The law is clear that districts can submit 
plans for approval by November 15, 2015 
or by September 1 of each subsequent 
year, i.e. September 2016. We know that 
it is unrealistic for school districts to be 
able to document and submit new teacher 
and principal evaluation procedures 
by September 1 of this year, have them 
approved by SED, and implement them 
by November 15 when the regulations 
setting out the guidelines for the process 
are not required to be in place before 
June 30.  Moreover, districts need to 
negotiate with their unions the teacher 

observation category of the evaluation 
system. It is impossible for districts to 
negotiate with the unions when teachers 
are away for the summer. 

 We urge the Regents to develop and 
adopt the regulations as scheduled by 
June 30 to ensure that districts have 
the most time possible to negotiate 
and submit evaluation plans to SED. 
If the Regents cannot meet the June 
30 deadline, they must inform the 
Legislature as soon as possible so that the 
law can be amended. 

The statutory language provides 
the Regents the ability to extend the 
deadline to September 1, 2016. We must 
take this opportunity to ensure that we 
give our districts the time needed to 
design fair, relevant and sustainable 
teacher and principal evaluation plans 
that respect professionalism and provide 
appropriate accountability and to ensure 
that critically needed state aid resources 

are not withheld from our schools and 
our children. Our teachers and students 
deserve nothing less.

Signed By: Thomas Abinanti (Assembly, 
92nd District), Didi Barrett (Assembly, 
106 District), David Buchwald (Assembly, 
93rd District), Steven Englebright 
(Assembly, 4th District), Sandra Galef 
(Assembly, 95th District), Aileen Gunther 
(Assembly, 100th District), Ellen Jaffee 
(Assembly, 97th District), Kimberly Jean-
Pierre (Assembly, 11th District), Todd 
Kaminsky (Assembly, 20th District), 
Charles Lavine (Assembly, 13th District), 
Steve Otis (Assembly, 91st District), Amy 
Paulin (Assembly, 88th District), J. Gary 
Pretlow (Assembly, 89th District), Michelle 
Schimel (Assembly, 16th District), Frank 
Skartados (Assembly, 104th District), 
James Skoufis (99th District), Michaelle 
Solages (22nd District), Fred Thiele 
(1st District), Kenneth Zebrowski (96th 
District)

In the Believe It or Not Department, 
under “Other Matters” at the White 
Plains Planning Board meeting on April 
21, 2015, the owner of the BP Gas Station 
at the corner of Westchester Ave. and 
S. Kensico Ave. wishes to reconfigure 
the gas station. He has purchased or 
plans to purchase the vacant lot next 
to the gas station. The lot contains the 
empty Seabergh’s frozen food store. He 
will reconfigure the site as a gas station 
plus convenience store with 12 parking 
spaces. There will be a 6-foot sign giving 
gas pricing. The convenience store 
may possibly have a fast food outlet 
like Dunkin’ Donuts. He had wanted a 

drive-through fast food outlet, but was 
persuaded not to pursue that. 

This is one of the busiest, most 
confusing, and dangerous corners in the 
City, with dueling gas stations (a Mobil 
Gas Station and Mobil Mart across the 
street from the BP); 

Cars attempting gas station entry 
cutting into lines of cars waiting to 
turn from S. Kensico onto Westchester 
Ave. and vice versa; a Container Store 
driveway entrance and exit; a bus stop 
and, across the street, a bus shelter for 
pedestrians; cars attempting a shortcut 
and traffic light avoidance by entering 
the other gas station on S. Kensico and 

exiting on Westchester Avenue going 
north; many cars making legal U-turns 
on Westchester Ave. and (next to the BP 
Gas Station on S. Kensico) a Splash Car 
Wash.

It was noted that the owner wanted 
the entrance to the proposed site 
modification to be on Westchester Ave. 
The Building Dept. changed that to a 
proposed entry on S. Kensico, with exit 
onto Westchester Avenue. 

No decision was made for this 
redevelopment project.

–Renee Marks Cohen, White Plains

I urge all of you to visit and observe 
what immense environmental damage 
has been and is being done to the property 
on 800 North Street. Only then will you 
apprehend what the city’s approval of 
the German School’s expansion plan has 
fraught. It should be a lesson to all of 
you to see how such an approval, viewed 
in the abstract and in the confines of 
meetings in city hall, can  result in such 
environmental damage.

Very few of you were around in 1955/56 
when the property on North Street, owned 
by the Ochs family, publishers of the 
New York Times, was sold to residential 
developers and to the White Plains Board 
of Education. The initial development of 
one family homes on what then became 
Maplemoor Lane, Homeside Lane, 
Willows Lane resulted in further street 
and home construction and one of those 
houses became our home in 1956.

However, in contrast to what has 
happened at 800 North St, those and 
subsequent developers made sure that 
the age-old, full grown, in some cases 
rare trees remained standing and placed 

the structures in such a way that the 
trees were not destroyed. Even now, so 
many years later, you can see how many 
beautiful old trees were left standing right 
up against the houses on each property, 
including ours. We have a 150-year-old 
oak tree at the back of our house. There 
would be more trees standing if they had 
not been destroyed by Sandy and another 
major storm some years ago. Nature does 
its share of destruction. We do not need 
manmade demolition.

You should keep this in mind when 
development proposals come before 
you with promises that trees and other 
environmental features will be carefully 
preserved. These were promises made 
when I attended many meetings during 
the German School approval process but 
who is there these days to make sure that 
compliance is taking place? We don’t even 
have a Planning Commissioner.

With all sorts of statements and promises 
being made by FASNY (French American 
School of New York) about preservation – 
these actions taking place on North Street 
should make you aware that you have an 

obligation to be more than vigilant. Site 
visits during the approval process are 
meaningless if the resulting construction 
process is not compliant. You are the 
elected and appointed caretakers of the 
environment in White Plains and we have 
put our trust in you. It behooves you to 
make this visit in the next days.

–Carry Kyzivat, White Plains

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the editor.  
Please limit comments to 250 words. We 
will do our best to print all letters, but are 
limited by space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be withheld 
from publication on the discretion of 

the editor. Please refrain  from personal 
attacks.  Email letters to pcasey@

theexaminernews.com. 
The White Plains Examiner requires 

that all letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information. 

Letters Policy
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Obituaries

Greenburgh Police Department
Grand Larceny. On the afternoon of 

April 13 a report on a stolen wallet was 
made at police headquarters. The victim 
said that her wallet was stolen and she 
wished to document the incident. The 
victim said that she had driven to the Stop 
and Shop at 610 White Plains Road where 
she is employed. She reported that she 
parked the car in the store’s lot at about 7 
a.m. and left at 3 p.m. when her shift was 
over. At this time, the victim reported that 
she realized she did not have her wallet 
with her, and remembered leaving her 
wallet in the car’s center console when 
she exited the vehicle. She was unable to 
remember if she locked the vehicle doors. 
The wallet and its contents were described 
for the report. All credit cards were 
cancelled. The report is for documentation 
purposes only. 

Identity Theft. On the evening of April 
13, police responded to The Sheraton 
Hotel at 600 White Plains Rd. for a report 
of identity theft. The victim, also a guest at 
the hotel, reported that an unauthorized 
charge of $4235.61 was made to his 
American Express Card. He said he was in 
town on a business trip and had checked 
into the Sheraton with his American 
Express Card at about 8:45 p.m. when he 
was helped at the front desk by a Sheraton 
Manager. He then went to his room. The 
hotel room phone rang at about 9 p.m. and 
he answered it. The victim reports that a 
male was on the line who said his name 
was “Philip” and he worked for the hotel 
and there had been a problem with the 
computer systems at the front desk and 
they needed to “re-validate his credit card 
information.” The victim said he would 
come down to the front desk to rectify the 
issue, but the male on the phone insisted 
that they could complete everything over 
the phone. The victim then proceeded to 
give his American Express card number 
to “Philip” over the phone. The victim 
said he became wary of the situation, 
ended the call and went down to the 
front desk. The Sheraton staff at the front 
desk said they did not know anything 
about needing the victim’s credit card 
information. The victim was informed 

that there was no one named “Philip” 
employed by the hotel, nor was there any 
reason for them to ask for his credit card 
info after the initial check-in. The victim 
began to search his credit card statement 
online, which showed a $4235.61 charge 
to a Lowes located in Georgia. The victim 
immediately called American Express to 
contest the charge and to cancel the card. 
Officers then spoke with staff at the front 
desk, who said that approximately five 
minutes after the victim had checked in, 
an outside call from a male party asked 
to be connected to his room. The hotel 
does not have caller ID and was unable 
to track that phone call. The report is for 
documentation purposes at this time.

Suspicious Incident. On the afternoon 
of April 14, officers were dispatched 
to 4 Warehouse Lane, Elmsford. The 
caller reported he had seen four males 
wearing dark hooded sweatshirts walk 
into a wooded area near the southwest 
corner of the Pepperidge Farms building 
loading dock area. Upon arrival police 
made contact with the caller, who said 
he had seen the four males parked in 
the southeast corner of the loading dock 
area in an older model Audi sedan, gray 
in color, with dark tinted windows and 
white rear taillights. He then observed the 
males walk from the vehicle and enter a 
wooded area that was in close proximity. 
One of the males was carrying what the 
caller believed was a picnic style blanket 
rolled up on his shoulder. The men stayed 
for about one hour and then left. Police 
checked the wooded area and observed 
a hammock strung across two trees and 
several empty Heineken beer bottles. The 
Hammock had a stripped pattern similar 
to a picnic style blanket. Report filed for 
documentation.

Suspicious Incident. On April 14 police 
were advised of a suspicious incident. 
The target of the incident said he placed 
an ad on Craigslist to sell a snow blower 
for $100. On March 26, 2015 he received 
a text message from an individual named 
“Fred” who showed interest in the snow 
blower and remained in contact in order 
to purchase the item. During the next two 

weeks, the target received over 20 text 
messages from “Fred” from two different 
phone numbers. On April 12, 2015 the 
target received two money orders totaling 
$1,974 ($987 each), which were sent to 
him by “Fred” as payment for the snow 
blower. The target became suspicious 
when he received the money orders, but 
knew something was wrong when “Fred” 
advised him to send the difference from 
his personal account. The money orders 
were dated prior to the initial contact 
about the snow blower purchase and were 
made out to someone other than “Fred.” 
The text message phone numbers were 
traced to Meridian, MS and Jonesville, 
NY. A check of the address where the 
money orders where sent from found it 
to be fictitious. The target reported that 
he did not send “Fred” the snow blower 
nor did he send any cash, check or money 
orders for the balance, but was concerned 
that “Fred” had his address. The incident 
was documented in the event something 
else should occur.

Possession of Stolen Property. On the 
morning of April 14, police responded 
to a call of a larceny in progress at the 
CVS on N. Central Avenue. Comsec 
advised that two females were inside the 
CVS and had fled the store with assorted 
beauty products in an unknown direction 
of travel. An employee of the store said 
he observed the two females get into 
a BMW SUV and flee in an unknown 
direction. While police were canvassing 
the area, they observed a black BMW on 
N. Central Ave. at Alexander Avenue with 
the rear door partially opened. A traffic 
stop was conducted. On approaching the 
vehicle police asked the driver why she 
was stopped at the intersection with her 
rear door partially opened. The driver 
replied: “My cousin jumped out because 
she dropped her phone in the Best Buy 
parking lot, and she was looking for it.” 
The interior of the vehicle had several 
bags with assorted beauty products. 
When asked about the products the 
driver became apprehensive and replied 
that they belonged to her cousin. Police 
were able to locate the other female, 
who had another bag full of CVS beauty 

products stuffed under a vehicle in front 
of Best Buy. Both females were identified 
as the individuals who had stolen the 
merchandise from CVS, valuing $228.87. 
Further investigation revealed the women 
were also in possession of $503.33 in stolen 
merchandise from Sally Beauty Supply. 
The women were placed under arrest and 
transported to police headquarters for 
processing. Several beauty items from 
Bath & Body Works were also recovered.

Grand Larceny. On April 14 the Vice 
President Director of Retail Operations 
for Patriot National Bank walked into 
police headquarters to report a larceny 
from the Patriot Bank at 495 S. Central 
Ave. The bank representative said she had 
been to the Patriot Bank in Greenburgh 
to interview a teller who was suspected 
of assisting with a larceny from an elderly 
couple’s account. The couple had made a 
report to the Norwalk Police Dept. after 
they received a bank statement indicating 
there had been four separate withdrawals 
from their savings account totaling 
$26,351.25. The bank representative said 
the bank had reimbursed the account 
holders for the total amount of funds that 
were stolen from them, and that she now 
wished to press charges against the suspect 
she believes was behind the larcenies. She 
said that on (3/6/15) and (3/10/15) a black 
male made withdrawals and (3/17/15) 
and (3/30/15) a black female made 
withdrawals. All withdrawals were made 
at the suspect’s branch, and the suspect 
was present for all for transactions, and 
on two of the occasions the suspect was 
the teller that completed the transactions. 
The bank representative said there was 
no way that the suspect followed proper 
procedure because if a party comes into a 
branch for a withdrawal they must show 
proper ID and the teller must confirm that 
ID with a picture they have on file. The 
actual account holders are a white male 
and female in their 80s, and the parties 
that made the withdrawals were a black 
male and female in their 30s. The bank 
representative further said that until these 
four transactions, the victims’ account 
had been inactive since May 2014. The 
suspect has denied any involvement. 

Police Blotter

Lonny Heitman
Lonny Heitman, 71, died peacefully on 

April 26. He is survived by his beloved 
wife of 50 years Louise Heitman, one 
daughter Lindsey and son in law Pete 
Carollo, many loving and caring nieces 
and nephews, brother Vernon and 
Margie Heitman of Bedford Hills, sister 
Laudy and Stephen Klein of Malibu CA, 
brother in law Carl and Pat Magnotta of 
Clearwater FL, brother in law Dominick 
and Nancy Magnotta of Southport, 
CT, sister in law Mary Lou Sciarrino of 
Clearwater Fl.

He is predeceased in death by brother 
and sister in law Karl and Joanne 

Heitmann, brother in law Tony Sciarrino 
and brother in law and sister in law 
Joseph and Jackie Magnotta. 

He graduated White Plains High 
School in 1961, served in the United 
States Army in the Vietnam War. His 
passion in life was photography, from 
taking pictures of the sunsets to family 
and friends, which he loved the most.  
He worked in the foreign car industry all 
his life. 

Memorial service to be held at a  
later date. 

Marie Kearns
Marie Kearns, a lifelong resident of 

White Plains, died on April 25 at the age 
of 88. She was born April 27, 1926 in 
White Plains to the late John and Esther 
Kearns.

Marie loved spending time with her 
family and especially enjoyed playing 
cards with them and her friends. 

She is survived by numerous nieces 
and nephews. Marie is predeceased by 
her son Richard Blanchard (1993) and 
her six sisters and one brother.

Maria Calabro
Maria Calabro, of White Plains passed 

away April 23 at the age of 97. Maria was 
born April 20, 1918 in Italy to the late 

Francesca and Francesco Giuffre. On 
November 26, 1939 she married Rosario 
Calabro in Reggio Calabria, Italy. He 
predeceased her on January 19, 1999.

Maria worked as a seamstress for 40 
years at Follia Bridal Boutique in White 
Plains until her retirement in 1999. 

Maria is survived by her two children, 
Umberto Calabro of White Plains and 
Antoinette DeMeo of Purchase and her 
grandchildren Umberto B. Calabro, 
Marie Calabro Powers and Anthony 
E. DeMeo. Also surviving are her great 
grandchildren, Ryan Powers, Juliana 
R. Powers and Rex B. Calabro and her 
brother Fortunato Giuffre.
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Lately I’ve been made aware that I’m 
probably a noisy person. Not to myself 
so much, but maybe to others. More and 
more, if I’m watching TV in one room and 
my wife is in another, she’ll say mine is too 
loud. 

Just the other day, when I had driven 
into my property, which houses my PR 
business, and jumped out of the car without 
turning off the motor to unlock the place 
for my painters who are redecorating my 
offices, the realization really struck home. 
One of the painters who’s worked for me 
for a long time looked at me askance and 
said, “Knowing the kind of man you are, I 
never would have thought you’d play loud 
music in your car!” I guess I was busted. 

Yes, I like loud music, whether in my 
car or at home. Not rock or country, but 
Broadway show tunes that get my heart 
pumping. And it doesn’t do the trick for 
me with earphones. The sound has to fill 
the room I’m in and reverberate off the 
walls to fully embrace me.    

For more than 40 years I’ve lived on a 
property with no homes near me, but 
now that I’m also a condo owner with 
neighbors across and down the hall, I 
guess my reverberating days are over if 
I’m to be a considerate neighbor. Just last 
week, a gentleman across the hall asked 
if the piano playing he heard was coming 
from my unit. Oh, no, I thought! I’m only 
able to play the American Songbook, and 

I am so rusty after a 30-year 
absence from the keyboard 
that I’m sure Cole Porter and 
Richard Rodgers are rolling 
over in their graves.

Sheepishly, I admitted I 
was tinkering on the keys 
and apologized that I’m 
not a more accomplished 
musician. Since that time, 
I haven’t been playing late 
and have been using the soft 
pedal when I do.  

Most of us who live in 
Westchester or Putnam have 
some kind of proximity to 
a neighbor who is subject 
to noise we make as we 
share property lines or 
walls of apartments or 
condominiums. That can 
create problems, sometimes big ones.

When I moved into my first apartment 
in Brooklyn Heights, it was new; cheap 
construction and the floor above me had 
no carpeting. Living there was a single 
mother who must have worn spiked heels 
every waking moment and had a child 
who could only have been possessed by a 
demon. 

In the days before cell phones and when 
everyone had no fear of being listed, I 
looked up her number and called her so 
frequently to complain about the noise that 

I can still remember her name 
and exchange. Then, one day, 
her tough boyfriend came 
banging on my door, which 
I refused to open, calling me 
names, the least offensive 
of which was “a neurotic,” 
threatening me serious bodily 
harm.  That’s when I decided 
to skip out on my lease and 
leave the building for a more 
solid pre-war building with 
better insulation from sound. 

When my wife and I 
married and shared our first 
apartment in another new 
building, there was an older 
gentleman who lived in the 
apartment right off the lobby 
who loved to share his life 
with the building’s other 

residents. He must have been involved with 
entertainment in the 1950s, because he 
would leave his door open and sing songs 
of that period without accompaniment. 
Only in New York, right? His favorite 
was “A White Sport Coat and a Pink 
Carnation.” Whenever my wife and I want 
to refer to the intrusion of one person’s 
lifestyle, aka “noise,” into another’s, all we 
have to do is sing that song as code and it 
speaks volumes.

When we moved to the country, the 
vagaries of close proximity were lessened 

for sensitive ears and far different. We 
have lawn mowers, leaf blowers, and the 
biggest offender, about which most of us 
complain, barking dogs, especially if they 
bark too long unabated. Most towns have 
in their codes the acceptable length of time 
an owner can have a dog bark before a 
neighbor can ask that a warning be issued 
by the code enforcement officer.  

For those of us who share condo or 
apartment walls, we have the same issues 
that those in the city have. The other night 
at a dinner given by a social club I belong 
to, I discussed this subject with a fellow 
member who told me that he shares walls 
on either side of his unit with other retired 
people.

“I know most things about their 
lifestyles,” he said, “like when the nice 
woman on one side of me can’t sleep and 
I hear her TV go on in the middle of the 
night. We just adjust.”

Failing all else, there are always earplugs. 
Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 

with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com. His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog 
is: www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage 
the services of The Home Guru and his  
team to market your home for sale, call 914-
522-2076.

Living With Other Noisemakers: Liking or Lumping It
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Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
INTERNAL MEDICINE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-940-2500
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CORTLANDT MANOR:
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CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675
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NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
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914-242-2991
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ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590
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INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
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2015 Barn Sale
A QUALITY CONSIGNMENT SALE 

First Congregational Church 
Orchard Ridge Road & Route 117

Chappaqua      238-4411 

TAG SALE 
FURNITURE, CLOTHING and LOTS MORE!! 

New Merchandise from local merchants 
 

Friday, May 1  9 am - 8 pm 
Saturday, May 2   9 am - 2 pm 

Final sale day, everything 50% off   

Sunday, May 3  noon - 2 pm 
No Bargain Barn, many remaining items FREE   

Barn Sale will no longer pick up any items. 
We can provide the name of an independent mover if needed. 
If you have questions, e-mail us at:  fccbarnsale@gmail.com 

DONATIONS RECEIVED  

Weekdays, April 20-24 * 9:30 am - 3 pm
Saturday, April 25 10 am - 4 pm

Sunday, April 26 noon - 4 pm
& during public consignment 
* these dates are self-drop off 

PUBLIC CONSIGNMENT
 

Mon. April 27 9:30 am - 2 pm & 6 pm - 8 pm
Tues. April 28 9:30 am - 2 pm & 6 pm - 8 pm
Wed. April 29 9:30 am - 2 pm & 6 pm - 8 pm 

Unsold consigned items will not be returned 
(considered a donation to the church) 

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED
Books, Oversized Furniture & Exercise Equipment, Computer Equipment, 

Winter Sports Items & Winter Clothing 

64th

2015 Barn Sale
A QUALITY CONSIGNMENT SALE 

First Congregational Church 
Orchard Ridge Road & Route 117

Chappaqua      238-4411 

TAG SALE 
FURNITURE, CLOTHING and LOTS MORE!! 

New Merchandise from local merchants 
 

Friday, May 1  9 am - 8 pm 
Saturday, May 2   9 am - 2 pm 

Final sale day, everything 50% off   

Sunday, May 3  noon - 2 pm 
No Bargain Barn, many remaining items FREE   

Barn Sale will no longer pick up any items. 
We can provide the name of an independent mover if needed. 
If you have questions, e-mail us at:  fccbarnsale@gmail.com 

DONATIONS RECEIVED  

Weekdays, April 20-24* 9:30 am -3 pm
Saturday, April 2510 am -4 pm

Sunday, April 26noon -4 pm
& during public consignment 
* these dates are self-drop off 

PUBLIC CONSIGNMENT
 

Mon. April 27 9:30 am -2 pm&6 pm -8 pm
Tues. April 289:30 am -2 pm&6 pm -8 pm
Wed. April 29 9:30 am -2 pm&6 pm -8 pm 

Unsold consigned items will not be returned 
(considered a donation to the church) 

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED
Books, OversizedFurniture & Exercise Equipment, Computer Equipment, 

Winter Sports Items&Winter Clothing 

64th

2015 BARN SALE • A QUALITY CONSIGNMENT SALE
First Congregational Church

Orchard Ridge Road & Route 117 • Chappaqua  238-4411
TAG SALE: FURNITURE, CLOTHING and LOTS MORE!!

New Merchandise from local merchants
Fri, May 1,  9am - 8pm •  Sat., May 2,  9am - 2pm • Sun, May 3, Noon-2pm

Barn Sale will no longer pick up any items.
We can provide the name of an independent mover if needed. If you have questions,  

email us at fccbarnsale@gmail.com
DONATIONS RECEIVED: Weekdays, April 20-24*, 9:30am-3pm

Saturday, April 25, 10am-4pm • Sunday, April 26, Noon-4pm 
& during public consignment *these dates are self-drop off

PUBLIC CONSIGNMENT: Unsold consignment itmes will not be returned. (considered a conation to the church)

Mon,  April 27, 9:30am-2pm & 6pm - 8pm • Tues,  April 28, 9:30am-2pm & 6pm - 8pm
Wed,  April 29, 9:30am-2pm & 6pm - 8pm

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED: Books, oversized furniture & excercise equipment, computer equipment, winter sports items & winter clothing

Final Sale day, everything 50% off No bargain barn, many remaining items FREE
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

707 Nepperhan Ave. • Yonkers, NY 
24 Hr. Tel (914) 965-5395 •Fax (914) 965-9752

www.jfjfuel.com

• Heating Oil-Commerical & Residential • Diesel Fuel
• Full Oil Heating Service and Installations • Oil Tank Installation and Removal 

• Oil Tank Testing • Full Environmental Services
• Serving Westchester County and The Bronx

J.F.J. Fuel, Inc.

“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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Dave & Buster’s Opens New Sports Bar and Game Complex 
By Jerry Eimbinder

A spacious Dave & Buster’s food and 
entertainment center opened last week 
at Post Road Plaza, a shopping mall in 
Pelham Manor. The complex is located 
directly behind the mall’s Fairway Market.

Occupying 39,500 square-feet, the new 
facility has two American fare dining 
rooms, an arcade-style game center, a 
sports bar and a three-table billiards room 
for use on a first-come, first-served basis. 
It can accommodate private events for up 
to 1,200. 

Both dining rooms serve the same 
menus and have wait staff service, but 
one has hostess-seating service for 88 
while the other requires patrons to seat 
themselves and has a capacity of 160. 

The game center contains 170 skill-
challenging games.  Plastic card tickets 
purchased at the reception desk track 
the scoring of points electronically. 
Accumulated points can be redeemed at 
the Winners’ Circle for Apple products, 
Xbox games, sports memorabilia, t-shirts, 

stuffed animals, electric guitars and other 
merchandise.

Most of the games are high-tech 
but basketball players can earn points 
by shooting hoops. Games include 
Transformers Human Alliance, Mach 
Storm and Kung Fu Panda Dojo Mojo.

With the simultaneous opening by Dave 
& Buster’s in Pelham Manor and another 
in Euless, Tex., the chain increases its 
establishments to 75.  

The dishes at Dave & Buster’s in Pelham 
Manor range from tasty comfort items to 
12-ounce New York steaks, “Surf & Turf ” 
(bacon-wrapped sirloin medallions with 
grilled shrimp) and shrimp and lobster 
Alfredo. 

There is a wide variety of drinks, 

including beer and other alcoholic 
beverages, milk shakes, lemonade, juices, 
soft drinks and Red Bull energy drinks. 

There are free refills for fountain 
sodas, coffee and tea.

Innovative burgers are a big 
draw at Dave & Buster’s. The 
menu also includes sandwiches, 
pretzel dogs, barbecued ribs, 
grilled mango-citrus Cajun 
shrimp on skewers, pasta, 
barbecued chicken and mac and 
cheese with chicken and bacon. 
The Mountain O’ Nachos is very 
popular as a snack or appetizer. A 
children’s menu is also available.

The parent company is 
introducing two new burgers at 
this time. One  is a half-pounder 
called the  Maker’s Mark BBQ 
Burger.” Priced at $12.79, it comes 
piled high with smoky Ancho 
pulled pork and  caramelized 
onions topped with two slices 
of American cheese. Smothered 
with the house’s own Maker’s 
Mark tangy bourbon sauce, the 

burger is  served with lettuce, tomato, 
onions and pickles on a toasted brioche 
bun. 

Also newly introduced is a half-pound, 
buffalo wing burger. Its crispy chicken 
tenders are accompanied by bleu cheese, 
frizzled onion strings and celery ($12.29). 

Among the favorites on the Legendary 
Burger menu are the South Philly Steak 
Burger with thinly sliced steak ($12.99), 
and Dave’s Double Cheeseburger with 
double meat and double cheese on a 
toasted brioche bun and French fries 
($11.79). This is probably the best selling 
of all of Dave & Buster’s burgers.

Salads are plentiful and include chopped 
Thai chicken ($10.29), Caesar with 
chicken ($9.99), sweet apple pecan with 

chicken ($10.99) and “The Lawnmower,” 
a medley of chicken, garden vegetables, 
boiled eggs, Romaine and green lettuce, 
bacon bits and bleu cheese crumbles 
($12.99).

Desserts abound and include chocolate 
fondue, cheesecake, chocolate cake and 
the Brookie Sundae Tower — a warm, 
gooey combination of a giant chocolate 
brownie and a chocolate chip cookie 
topped with vanilla ice cream and 
chocolate and caramel sauces ($8.79).

Happy Hour runs from 4:30 to 7 p.m. 
and returns from 10 p.m. to closing at 
the bar with a 50 percent discount for 
cocktails. However, the discount offer is 
not extended to Dave & Buster’s signature-
cocktail version of Long Island Iced Tea, 
called “D&B TNTea.”

 “Anyone who finishes drinking a 
D&B TNTea can take the glass home as 
a souvenir,” said special events manager 
Beatriz Peneda. 

This classic drink is a blend of Absolute 
vodka, Tanqueray gin, Bacardi Superior 
rum, Grand Marnie and Coca-Cola.  

Cocktails include the 
Original  CoronaRita and the Miami Ice 

Snow Cone, one of a variety of snow 
cones, and a strawberry watermelon 
margarita made with strawberry-flavored 
ice cubes.

The Original CoronaRita has seven 
ounces of Corona made with Sauza Blue 
100 percent blue agave tequila, DeKuyper 
Triple Sec and a squeeze of lime. The 
Miami Ice Snow Cone combines coconut 
vodka, coconut rum and lemonade with 
strawberry Bacardi premium mixer.

For munchers, a package deal called The 
5:15 is offered. Priced at $19.99, it consists 

of five Buffalo wings, five quesadilla 
wedges, five pretzel dogs, five crispy fried 
shrimp and a stack of potato chips.

General manager Danny Eurell is still 
hiring; the completed staff is expected to 
exceed 300. Hours of operation are 11 
a.m. to midnight seven days a week. 

Dave & Buster’s is located in the Post 
Road Plaza off of Boston Post Road (Route 
1). The address is 881 Pelham Parkway in 
Pelham Manor, a short distance from Exit 
7 off the Hutchison River Parkway. There 
is free parking. For more information, call 
914-380-8500.

Dave & Buster’s steak, shrimp and lobster Alfredo.

Dave & Buster’s strawberry watermelon margarita, one of  a 
variety of  drinks available.

The new Dave & Buster’s opened in Pelham Manor last week. 

The buffalo wing burger, part of  Dave & Buster’s 
list of  specialty burgers.

jeRRy eIMBINDeR PhoToS
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*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

ADOPTION
Warmhearted couple wishes to give un-
conditional love to an infant. Get to know 
us at: RichandRenee@hotmail.com 315-
200-3559. http://adoption.com/pro� les/
ReneeAndRich_30276-77

Pregnant: Considering Adoption-  
Childless, married couple are ready to 
open our hearts and home. Promise love, 
security & opportunity. Financial help for 
your pregnancy. Nick & Gloria 855-385-
5549

AUCTIONS
AUCTION LEWIS COUNTY REAL 
PROPERTY TAX FORECLOSURES. 
30+ Properties May 6 @ 11AM. Elk's 
Lodge #1605, Lowville, NY. 800-243-0061 
HAR, Inc. & AAR, Inc. Free brochure: 
www.NYSAUCTIONS.com

LIVE AUCTION - State of VT SURPLUS 
Saturday, May 9th - 1744US Rt. 302, Ber-
lin, VT. Cars- Trucks- Equipment CALL: 
1-800-536-1401 †Visit our web site for 
LOTS of ONLINE AUCTIONS! www.
auctionsInternational.com

2BR Vermont Farm House Garage/ 
Workshop Foreclosure Auction: 5/8 
@ 11am. 220 VT Route 30,Rupert VT 
THCAuction.com 1-800-634-7653

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish. We o� er free 

towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish.  We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

EVENTS
Rinaldi Flea Markets Open Every Sun-
day through October. 900 Dutchess Turn-
pike Poughkeepsie. See you there! RIN-
ALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM

FINANCIAL AID
Parents! Having trouble with college 
funding?  Get personal help with � nan-
cial aid forms for free grants. Visit www.
sourcesforstudents.com or call Paul An-
thony Rivers at (914)358-1700.

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges - SPRING Blowout Sale 
6�  Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HELP WANTED
HAIR STYLISTS & RECEPTIONISTS 
WANTED for growing Katonah salon. 
914 232-5201

HELP WANTED HOSTESS FOR BUSY 
DINER Experience only Apply in person 
at Olympic Diner Rt 6 Mahopac

TECHNOLOGY: PHILIPS ELEC-
TRONICS NORTH AMERICA COR-
PORATION has the following employ-
ment opportunity in Briarcli�  Manor, NY: 
Clinical Informatics Solution Architect 
(CISA-NY) - Contribute to the expanding 
research activities on clinical informatics 
solutions and services including imag-
ing informatics, radiology analytics, and 
clinical decision support for radiology. 
Position may require travel to various un-
anticipated locations throughout the US. 
Send resumes to: Philips People Servic-
es/ Legal- BB, 3000 Minuteman Road, 
MS 1203, Andover, MA 01810. Must ref-
erence job title and job code CISA-NY.

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for quali� ed stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

MR.BULTS'S is currently hiring expe-
rienced Class A CDL Drivers in the NY 
state. If interested in applying, please text 
"Haul" to 55000 or www.mrbults.com/ca-
reers

Want an in-demand career as a HVAC 
Technician?  O� ering accelerated "hands 
on" training to get EPA/OSHA Certi� ed! 
Lifetime job placement. VA Bene� ts eli-
gible! 1-877-926-2441

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! Receive Hands On Train-
ing And National Certi� cations Operat-
ing Bulldozers, Backhoes & Excavators. 
Lifetime Job Placement. Veteran Bene� ts 
Eligible! 1-877-926-2441

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

LAND FOR SALE
ABANDONED FARM! 34 acres 
-$169,900 Upstate NY farmhouse, barn, 
apple orchard, woods, long gated drive, 
incredible setting! Terms avail! 888-905-
8847 newyorklandandlakes.com

UPSTATE NY WATERFRONT! 7 
acres-$59,900 400 feet of pristine front-
age on bass lake! All woods, town rd, utils, 
gorgeous setting! EZ terms. 888-479-3394 
newyorklandandlakes.com

RUSHING STREAM- CHRISTMAS 
TREE FARM- 6 acres- $26,900 BUY BE-
FORE MAY 1ST AND TAKE $5,000 OFF! 
Gated drive, views, stunning upstate NY 
setting! Town rd, utils, terms! 888-701-
7509

Spectacular 3 to 22 acre lots with deep-
water access-Located in an exclusive de-
velopment on Virginia’s Eastern Shore. 
Amenities include community pier, boat 
ramp, paved roads and private sandy 
beach. May remind you of the Jersey 
Shore from days long past. Great climate, 
boating, � shing, clamming and National 
Seashore beaches nearby. Absolute buy of 
a lifetime, recent FDIC bank failure makes 
these 25 lots available at a fraction of their 
original price. Priced at only $55,000 to 
$124,000. For info call (757) 442-2171, 
e-mail: oceanlandtrust@yahoo.com, pic-
tures on website: http://Wibiti.com/5KQN

MISC FOR SALE
KILL STINK BUGS! Harris Stink Bug 
Spray. Indoor/ Outdoor,  Odorless. Non-
Staining. E� ective results begin a� er spray 
dries. Available: Hardware Stores, � e 
Home Depot, homedepot.com

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N
MORTGAGES
Your Homeownership Partner. � e State 
of NY Mortgage Agency o� ers funds 
available for renovation. www.sonyma.
org. 1-800-382-HOME(4663)

OUT OF STATE REAL ESTATE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
New models from $85,000. 772-581-0080, 
www.beach-cove.com

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of a� ordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878

or e-mail classifieds
@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next weekʼs publication
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, April 28
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. Kristan A. 

Connolly is an attorney with Gina 
DeCrescenzo, P.C., a litigation and 
advocacy firm dedicated to protecting 
the civil rights of children. The firm’s 
practice focuses on the special education 
needs of children, and  getting equal 
access and equality of instruction and 
opportunity for children with special 
needs. They represent parents and students 
in Committee on Special Education 
meetings, 504 meetings,  impartial 
hearings,  suspension hearings, 
manifestation determinations, appeals to 
the Commissioner of Education, and in 
state and federal Court. Please join us. No 
reservations are needed. Presentation is 6 
to 7 p.m. Food ordering starts at 5:30 p.m. 
Dorry’s Diner, 468 Mamaroneck Avenue, 
White Plains; 914-682-0005.

Wednesday, April 29
Noontime Getaway Concert. 

Violinist Sashiko Uchida, a rising star on 
the concert scene and pianist  Svetlana 
Gorokhovich will perform the Beethoven 
“Sonata for Violin and Piano No. 7 in 
C Minor” as well as a Fantasy on the 
Gounod opera “Faust.” Free Admission; 
12:10 p.m. Grace Episcopal Church at the 
intersection of Main and Church streets 
in White Plains.

TILI Shed. The White Plains Take It or 
Leave It Shed is open 2 to 4 p.m. Located 
at the Gedney Recycling Yard, 87 Gedney 
Way, White Plains.

In Our Son’s Name. An intimate 
portrait of Phyllis and Orlando 
Rodriguez, whose son Greg died with 
thousands of others in the World Trade 
Center on September 11, 2001. The 
bereaved parents chose reconciliation 
and nonviolence over vengeance and 
begin a transformative journey that both 
confirms and challenges their convictions. 
The screen in is open to high school and 
adult communities and will be followed 
by a discussion of the film lead by White 
Plains resident Phyllis Rodriguez, whose 
journey of reconciliation and forgiveness 
is the subject of the film; 6:30p.m. at 
Congregation Kol Ami, 252 Soundview 
Ave., White Plains.

Student Tech Expo. White Plains 
Highlands Middle School Media 
Technology Expo 6 to 8 p.m. Students 
and teachers will facilitate mini demo and 
hands-on workshops. Highlands Middle 
School is located at 128 Grandview Ave., 
White Plains.

Thursday, April 30
“Strategies for Deer Management in 

Westchester’s Suburban Communities.” 
This symposium will include an overview 
of the history of deer populations in New 
York State; discussions on defining and 
measuring success of deer management 
efforts and those efforts in Region 
3-S, which includes Westchester; and 
regional approaches to deer management. 
Westchester County Center, 198 Central 
Park Ave., White Plains. 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Free. Parking is $7 in the lots. 
Advance registration required. Info and 
registration: Contact Jason Klein at 914-
864-7322.

Great Books Forum Series. “Half of 
a Yellow Sun” by Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie will be discussed. Led by 
Prof. Christine Bobkoff. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 
Room 131, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 6 
to 8:30 p.m. Free. Info: Contact Professor 
James Werner at 914-606-6840 or e-mail 
james.werner@sunywcc.edu.

“Voting Rights and Income 
Inequality: Seeing the Connections.” 
Westchester for Change, an all-volunteer, 
grassroots organization, will host this 
educational forum exploring how making 
voting easier in New York State may 
lead to economic changes. Speakers will 
be Julie Ebenstein, staff attorney with 
the ACLU’s Voting Rights Project, and 
Kristina Andreotta, deputy organizing 
director, Citizen Action of New York & 
Public Policy and Education Fund of New 
York. Greenburgh Town Hall, 177 Hillside 
Ave., Greenburgh; 7:30 p.m. Free. 

Autism Author Event. Robin K. 
Schneider, author of Silent Running: 
Our Family’s Journey to the Finish Line 
with Autism; 7 p.m. at Barnes & Noble 
Booksellers, 230 Main St., White Plains.

Friday, May 1
Free Book Fair. The White Plains PTA 

Council is hosting its 3rd Annual Free 
Book Celebration. Over the course of two 
days, May 1 and 2, the PTA will give away 
an estimated 10,000 books to students in 
the White Plains School District; 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., Eastview Middle School, 350 
Main Street, White Plains. Free Summer 

Reading Books. Free Test Prep Books. 
Free Spanish Language Books. Free 
Refreshments. Free Entertainment. Free 
Giveaways to the first 250 White Plains 
City School District students.

Evening Howl for Pups of All Ages. 
Enjoy visiting the wolves during their 
favorite hour – dusk. Learn about the 
mythology, biology and ecology of wolf 
families and discover why spring is a 
magical time for packs in North America. 
Guests will take a short sunset hike to 
howl with Ambassador wolves Atka, 
Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and behold 
the critically endangered red wolves and 
Mexican wolves.   Weather appropriate 
treats served. Please bring flashlights. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 6:30 
p.m. Adults: $16. Children (under 12): 
$13. Also May 9 and 16 at 6:30 p.m. and 
May 30 at 7 p.m. Pre-registration required. 
Info and registration: www.nywolf.org.

WCC Film Series: “Bethlehem.” A 
story of the complex relationship between 
an Israeli Secret Service officer and his 
teenage Palestinian informant. Shuttling 
back and forth between conflicting 
points of view, the film is a raw portrayal 
of characters torn apart by competing 
loyalties and impossible moral dilemmas. 
Westchester Community College’s 
Gateway Center, Davis Auditorium, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. Doors open 
at 7:10 p.m. Refreshments at 7:30 p.m. 
Screening at 7:50 p.m. $11. Seniors (60 and 
up): $10. Info: Contact Bob Bruckenthal 
at 914-723-3186.

Saturday, May 2
Family Fun Day Tag Sale. Presented by 

the Junior League of Central Westchester 
at Wayside Cottage, 1039 Post Road, 
Scarsdale.  Discover treasures, games, 
toys, clothing, baby items, other bargains, 
and baked goods. Early Bird fee of 
$5 from  8 to 9 a.m., and then  9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  is free admission. For more 
information call 914-723-6130; or visit 
www.jlcentralwestchester.org.

TILI Shed. The White Plains Take It or 
Leave It Shed is open 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
the Gedney Recycling Yard, 87 Gedney 
Way, White Plains.

Saving a Species. Learn what it takes 
to help save a species from the brink 
of extinction. Guests will get an inside 
look at the process of matching potential 
breeders, what criteria must be met to 
recommend wolves for release into the 
wild, the husbandry challenge of caring 
for animals are rarely seen and how it feels 

to help Mexican gray wolves resume their 
rightful place in the wild. Guests will visit 
the ambassador wolves and the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $13. Children 
(under 12): $11. Also May 30 at 2 p.m. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Nature Spies. Discover the different 
signs that animals leave behind. Learn 
the basics of animal tracking and explore 
tracks, pelts, bones and teeth. Along the 
way, try to figure out which animals have 
visited our trails.  Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1 p.m. 
Members: $5 per person. Non-members: 
$8 per person.  Info: 914-723-3470  or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

North American Wildlife With 
Animal Embassy. Animal Embassy 
Director and founder Chris Evers will 
introduce families to a diversity of 
animal ambassadors indigenous to North 
America. Meet an alligator snapping 
turtle, a soft-shelled Turtle, an Arizona 
Mountain King Snake, a rabbit and a 
Sonoran Desert Toad. Explore their 
habitats and learn how animals from 
other parts of the world have come to call 
North America home. Guests will visit 
the ambassador wolves and the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican 
gray wolves. Wolf Conservation Center, 
South Salem. 4 p.m. Adults: $15. Children 
(under 12): $12. Info: Visit www.nywolf.
org.

Full Moon Wolf Walk. Learn about 
the history of wolves in the United 
States, the importance of wolves in a 
healthy ecosystem and the efforts to save 
these magnificent creatures for future 
generations. Guests then take will take a 
short moonlit walk to visit ambassador 
wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr. 
Please bring flashlights. Adults only. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 8 p.m. 
$25.  Pre-registration required. Info and 
pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org. 

Unveiled/Yasmina’s Necklace. Two 
plays presented on the same evening 
sponsored by the American Muslim 
Women’s Association; 6 to 9 p.m.; $25 in 
advance, $50 at the door; refreshments 
will be served; Yonkers Public Library, 
1500 Central Park Avenue, Yonkers; 914-
337-1500.
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By Albert Coqueran
It was like Déjà vu in the fifth inning of 

the 12th Annual Joe McAvoy City Rivalry 
Challenge, which pitted White Plains High 
School against Stepinac High School, on 
Saturday, April 25, at White Plains High 
School.

Back on April 1, in the Tigers Home 
Opener, in the bottom of the seventh 
inning with Mahopac High School 
leading 4-3, Tigers catcher Andy Garcia, 
while representing the tying run, tried to 
take two bases on a sacrifice bunt and was 
thrown out at third base. The Tigers were 
defeated, 4-3.

Then 21 days later, in the Joe McAvoy 
City Challenge, Tigers Steven Rand hit a 
leadoff single with the score tied 1-1 in 
the fifth inning and later stole second base 
to put White Plains in position to tie the 
game with one out.

But Rand, as Tigers Head Coach Marcel 

Galligani emphasized, “tried to invent 
something” and took too big a lead from 
second base. Crusaders relief pitcher 
Austin Mammola stepped off the rubber 
and caught Rand in a rundown. Rand 
was tagged out with the help of Crusaders 
Tyler Gambardella, who hustled in from 
centerfield to cover second base during 

the rundown.   
What is more devastating for the Tigers 

was that their starting pitcher Daniel 
Lotito hit a single to right-field, after 
Ricardo Mendez grounded out, which 
could have scored Rand and tied the game. 

White Plains lost to Stepinac, 2-1, in this 
year’s Joe McAvoy City Rivalry Challenge, 
in a game that was indicative of their 2015 
season. 

The Tigers, believe it or not, are 0-8, to 
start the 2015 varsity high school baseball 
season. Mistakes, errors and lack of offense 
have determined their record this year, as 
the same faltering influenced the outcome 
of the Joe McAvoy City Challenge.

The Tigers were in position to win a 
traditional game for prides sake, as City of 
White Plains bragging rights were on the 
line, but they blundered to another loss.

Galligani was quite aware that even at 
0-8, a win against city rival Stepinac could 
have put some bounce back in the step of 
his players going into the second half of 
the season. “I know for a fact winning this 
game could have motivated my team. But 
did they know it. I am not quite sure they 
did. The effort is there and there is talent. 
It is growing pains and we are going to get 

better,” Galligani said.
Nonetheless, even 

while using every trick 
up his sleeve, Galligani 
could not overcome 
three costly errors, poor 
base running and six 
men left on base that the 
Tigers amassed in this 
game.

Galligani used three 
successive bunt attempts 
in the third inning to 
score the Tigers only 
run in the game. Leadoff 
hitter Rand began the 
inning with a bunt and 

then Mendez was hit by a pitch attempting 
to bunt. Rand scored on a bunt by the next 
batter Lotito, while Stepinac left home 
plate unguarded trying to field Lotito’s 
bunt.

Tigers starting pitcher Lotito not only 

hit well in the game, while going 2-for-2 
with a walk, he pitched good enough to 
win but sustained the loss. Stepinac scored 
both their runs on untimely errors by the 
Tigers.

The Tigers junior threw a complete 
game with only four hits, no earned 
runs, eight strikeouts, no walks and two 
hit batsmen. “Daniel pitched great. He 
pitched without question the best baseball 
game we pitched this year. That was a 
performance that deserved a win,” said 
Galligani. 

In contrast to the Tigers’ season, across 
the city on Mamaroneck Avenue, Stepinac 
is in the midst of an 8-2, winning season. 
Before, they sustained a 5-1 loss to Mt. St. 
Michael, on April 23; the Crusaders had 
won six straight games. 

The Crusaders pitching is steady, as 
proven by the three pitchers who took the 
mound in the McAvoy Challenge. Starting 

pitcher Daniel Meaney threw 
four innings, relinquishing 
four hits, one run, one walk 
and six strikeouts. 

Mammola relieved Meaney 
in the fifth inning to hold the 
Tigers down with two hits, 
no runs and a pick-off. The 
Crusaders ace pitcher Steven 
Boscia, who is 3-0 with two 
saves on the season, came in 
to close the game with a one-
two-three inning with one 
strikeout. 

“It was a well pitched game 
on both sides, 2-1, one run 
ballgame, typically Stepinac 
versus White Plains rivalry 
game and we are happy to get 
the win,” said Crusaders Head 
Coach Pat Duffy, who won his 
197th career-game with the 
win over the Tigers in the Joe 
McAvoy Challenge.

Joe McAvoy is forever present at his 
namesake tournament. He stood behind 
the backstop for the entire game in support 
of the Tigers. McAvoy was the Tigers Head 
Baseball Coach for 18 years (1975-85). He 
also coached junior varsity soccer for 14 

years and varsity soccer 
for four years. 

McAvoy is also a 
heralded educator at 
WPHS, having taught 
at the high school for 
37 years. He recently 
returned to WPHS, as 
a substitute teacher. “I 
will always be grateful 
to be remembered in 
this way. I cannot thank 
Marcel Galligani and 
the White Plains High 
School administration 
for continuing this 
tournament in my name,” 
said McAvoy.

Crusaders Cage Tigers, 2-1, in 12th Annual Joe McAvoy City Rivalry Challenge 

White Plains head Coach Marcel Galligani (second left) shakes hands with Stepinac head Coach Pat Duffy 
to signal the start of  the 12th Annual joe McAvoy City Rivalry Baseball Challenge at WPhS, on Saturday, 
April 25.
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Tigers centerfielder Steven Rand slides into 
home to score the only run for White Plains high 
School, as the Tigers lost, 2-1, to Stepinac high 
School. 

White Plains high School Athletic Trainer Mike Mirabella (left) takes 
a moment to greet tournament namesake joe McAvoy (right), at the 
12th Annual joe McAvoy City Baseball Challenge.

Tigers stating pitcher Daniel Lotito (left) warms-up under the watchful 
eye of  Assistant Coach Nick Cutsumpas (right) before taking the 
mound. Lotito was the losing pitcher but he pitched good enough to 
win, as the Tigers lost, 2-1. 

Stepinac starting pitcher Daniel Meaney missed the entire 
season last year due to an arm surgery. But he looked in good 
form while pitching four innings, giving up a mere three hits with 
one walk and one run, as the winning pitcher in the joe McAvoy 
City Rivalry Challenge. 
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By Albert Coqueran
The National Invitation Tournament 

and Metropolitan Basketball Writers 
Association held their 82nd Annual 
Haggerty Awards Dinner at the 
Westchester Marriot, in Tarrytown, on 
Wednesday, April 22.

The Haggerty Awards are named after Lt. 
Frank Haggerty who was an outstanding 
high school and college athlete and the 
first graduate from Chaminade High 
School and St. John’s University to die in 
military service in World War II.

The Haggerty Awards are the oldest 
college basketball awards of their kind 
and honor Division I, II and III college 
athletes throughout the New York City/
Metropolitan area each year.

The Haggerty Award, which is presented 
to the All Metropolitan College Basketball 
Writers Men’s College Athlete of the Year 
was awarded to Sir’Dominic Pointer of St. 
John’s University.

Pointer was also named the Big East 
Co-Defensive Player of the Year. The 6’-
6’’ Red Storm swingman averaged 13.7 
points, 7.7 rebounds and two steals, while 
blocking 2.5 shots this year.

The All Met Division One Women’s 
Player of the Year was Ka-Deidre Simmons 
from Seton Hall University. Simmons 
averaged 17 points, 5.7 assists this season. 
Simmons set the Pirates school-record 
for assists in a season while totaling 194 
assists. Simmons is Seton Hall’s All Time 
Leader in assists (562) and is their second 

All-Time Leading 
Scorer with 1,717 
points.

Seton Hall was well 
represented at the All 
Met Writers Awards this 
year, as Pirates Women’s 
Head Coach Anthony 
Bozzella was voted the 
Maggie Dixon Division 
One Women’s Coach of 
the Year. Bozzella was 
also named the Big East 
Coach of the Year this 
season, after leading 
the Pirates to their first 
NCAA Tournament bid 
since 1995.

The All Met Writers 
Division One Peter A. 
Carlesimo Men’s Co-
Coaches of the Year 
honors were shared by 
St. Francis University 

Head Coach Glenn Braica and New Jersey 
Institute of Technology Head Coach Jim 
Engles.

Former Dobbs Ferry High School 
basketball star Eric Paschall shared the All 
Met Co-Rookie of the Year honors with 
Seton Hall’s Angel Delgado. Paschall was 
also selected as the Atlantic 10 Conference 
Rookie of the Year this season. Paschall, 
who played for Head Coach Tom Pecora 

at Fordham University, has 
transferred to Villanova 
University, upon the firing 
of Pecora at the end of last 
season.

“I really did not expect 
to win the awards, so it was 
hard work the entire year 
which makes me really enjoy 
the awards,” said Paschall. “I 
was surprised to hear Coach 
Pecora was not coming 
back, all I can say is, I was 
surprised.” 

“Ms. College Basketball” 
Linda Bruno, was presented 
a NIT/All Met Writers 
Distinguished Service 
Award for her longtime 
commitment to NCAA 
college basketball. Jon 
Halpert, who served as 

Yeshiva University Men’s Head Basketball 
Coach for 42 years, also earned a NIT/All 
Met Writers Distinguished Service Award. 
Chris Gonzales, the Director of Sports 
Information at Lehman College was 
awarded the 2015 Mike Cohen, “Good 

Guy” Award.
White Plains native Chuck Stogel is the 

President of the Metropolitan Basketball 
Writers Association and he was the Master 
of Ceremonies for the 82nd NIT/All Met 
Writers Haggerty Awards Dinner. 
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The 82nd Annual Haggerty Awards Held at the Westchester Marriott

Dobbs Ferry resident eric Paschall (left) was voted the All Metropolitan Basketball Writers Co-
Rookie of  the year. Paschall played for former Fordham university head Coach Tom Pecora (right) 
last season and was also voted the Atlantic 10 Conference Rookie of  the year. Paschall transferred 
to Villanova university upon the firing of  Pecora at the end of  last season.
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Pat Massaroni Hired as Stepinac’s 
12th Varsity Head Basketball Coach 
Stepinac High School Athletic 

Director Mike O’Donnell has promoted 
Pat Massaroni from Varsity B Coach to 
the Crusaders Head Coach of Varsity 
Basketball, after the recent resignation 
of former Head Coach Steve Herman. 
Herman held the reigns of Stepinac 
Varsity Head Basketball Coach for two 
years, after the resignation of longtime 
Head Coach Tim Philp. Herman 
compiled a 20-32 record in his two years 
at the helm. Before his hiring as the 
new Stepinac Varsity Head Basketball 
Coach, Massaroni served three years 
(2012-2015), as the Crusaders Varsity B 
Basketball Head Coach. Massaroni was 
the first Varsity B Basketball Head Coach 
in the program’s history, as Stepinac only 
established the program three years ago.  
Massaroni is an alumnus of Stepinac 
having graduated in 2006. He attained 
his undergraduate degree from Marist 
College in Sports Communications 
in 2010, while working with the Red 
Foxes Men’s basketball staff. He also 
served on the James Madison University 
Basketball staff, while attaining his 
Master of Science degree in Sports 
Management in 2012. Massaroni, who 
could often be seen on the Stepinac 
campus handling and contributing to the 

success of many Athletic Department 
functions, also worked for the Brooklyn 
Nets, New York Mets and Westchester 
Knicks in multiple capacities in recent 
years. “Patrick will do whatever it 
takes to make our basketball program 
successful. He brings knowledge and a 
great work ethic to the sidelines of our 
great basketball program. His love for 
Stepinac and his passion for the game 
will be contagious to our basketball 
program,” stated Stepinac Athletic 
Director O’Donnell. 

The Seton hall university Women’s Basketball Team was well represented 
at the NIT/Metropolitan Basketball Writers 82nd Annual haggerty 
Awards at the Westchester Marriott, on Wednesday, April 22. Ka-Deidre 
Simmons (third left) was named the Division one Women’s Player of  the 
year and Pirates Women’s head Coach Anthony Bozzella was selected as 
the Coach of  the year.

The 2015 haggerty Award Winner is Sir’Dominic Pointer of  St. 
john’s university. Pointer (left) was presented the award by new St. 
john’s head Basketball Coach Chris Mullin. 
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