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The Woodlands High School Basketball Team made history this weekend as State Finalists. See page 3 for more about the team.
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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Falcons Celebrated As They Make Woodlands Sports History

New 
American 

Cuisine

Greenburgh’s Spelling Bee Champion 
Harshita Shet Returns to Washington
By Pat Casey

A fifth-grader this year, hopes are set on 
Harshita Shet a student in the Greenburgh 
Central School District as she once again 
travels to Washington, DC, as the District 
Spelling Bee champion (Grades 4 to 8) 
to participate in the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee. 

Last year Harshita placed 47th in the 
nation advancing from a field of 281 
finalists. The 11-year-old daughter of 
Kiran and Manju Shet was the only student 
from Westchester County who qualified 
to compete in the annual national spelling 
bee. Harshita credited her older brother, 
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Harshita Shet at last year’s spelling bee 
competition.

Developers for Project in 
White Plains Urban Renewal 
Area Seek Zoning Change
By Pat Casey

Development partners Saber White 
Plains LLC and Chauncey White Plains 
LLC made a conceptual presentation 
to the White Plains Planning Board 
March 17 seeking a referral to the 
Common Council for scheduling of a 
public hearing on an amendment to the 
city’s zoning map.

The redevelopment project, which 
involves 1 million square feet fronting 
Westchester Avenue, extends from the 
property line of the White Plains Diner 
to the property line of the site now 
housing Avis and extending back to 
Franklin Avenue.

Two buildings on both sides of a new 
Paulding Street (now the Westchester 
Burger Company driveway) would 
be four stories, and approximately 60 
feet high including 75,000 sq. ft. at 
the ground and second floor levels, 
featuring retail and restaurants. 

continued on page 2

White Plains Councilwoman One 
of First to Visit Cuba
By Pat Casey

White Plains Councilwoman Milagros 
Lecuona and her partner Dan Stoddard, 
VP and CIO at the American Museum of 
Natural History in New York City, were 
among the first Americans to travel to 
Cuba since the embargo was lifted and 
relations between Cuba and the United 
States opened earlier this year.

The couple spent a busy week with an 
itinerary designed just for them to view 
many of the historical and cultural sites 
around the country.

“We had been wanting to travel to Cuba 
for a while,” Lecuona said in a phone 

interview Monday. “This is an important 
time right now and we wanted to be able 
to see the before and after.” 

On the way they stopped in Miami 
to take in the atmosphere of the Cuban 
section of the city before heading off to 
Havana. On the way home they were 
surprised to find they were on the first 
historic flight from Cuba to New York 
City.

“We thought because there were so 
many people in the airport that everyone 
was going to New York, but they got 
on a flight to Miami and only about 
10 passengers boarded for Kennedy 

continued on page 6
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Friday April 10, 2015     The DoubleTree Hotel 
5:30 PM-10:00 PM      455 South Broadway 

Tarrytown, NY 10591 
$15 Admission or 2 for $25 ($20 @ Door) Gets You…. 

 
 DJ, Food, Martini & Wine Tastings & Cash Bar 
 Pink Carpet Fashion Show for you and your friends to check out the trends for 

2015.  Also Pink Carpet Fashion Tips from a Premier Fashion Stylist! 
 Shopping with your friends for unique finds & services (Jewelry, Spa/Wellness 

Services, Pocketbooks, and more from our 50+ vendors!) 
 Chic Eco Friendly Gift Bag filled with Goodies!  First 200 Women (Ticket Holder 

ladies will be the priority) 
 Complimentary Hourly Give-A-Ways  
 Complimentary Grand Prize Raffle Ticket Entry for DESIGNER Coach Handbag! 

  
Order Tickets on-line: http://sassyladiestarrytown2015.eventbrite.com 

Sassy Ladies Shopping Night OutTM Sponsorship & Vendor Opportunities are still available! Contact  
Events To Remember for tickets and/or details at (914) 218-3968 or EventsCJH@EventsRemember.com 

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for Easter at Somers Custom Framing!

One building would have 11 loft-style 
apartments on the top floor and across 
the Paulding Street entrance, an AC 
Barcelona Hotel, from Europe, would 
include 154 rooms and a 16,000 sq. ft. 
spa.

The Chrysler Jeep showroom currently 
at the location would have a new 7,000 
sq. ft. showroom and 33,000 sq. ft. of car 
storage and auto services below ground. 

The building is proposed to extend all 
the way back to Franklin Avenue where 
an 11-story 120-foot high apartment 
building with 250 luxury units would be 
built.

Mark Weingarten, of Delbello 
Donnellan Weingarten Wise Wiederkehr 
LLP, a White Plains-based law firm, 
explained that the requisite number 
of affordable units according to White 
Plains law would be worked into the 
development equation.

The residential building would include 

14,000 sq. ft. of retail and restaurant 
space on the ground level facing onto 
Paulding Street.

A 636-car parking garage also is part 

of the plan with 
300 spots allocated 
to White Plains 
in exchange for 
property within the 
Urban Renewal area. 
Those 300 spots 
would replace the 
150 parking spaces 
there now.

Weingarten also 
said the plan includes 
three pedestrian 
walkways to connect 
Franklin Avenue 
with Westchester 
Avenue.

The requested 
zoning change, 
which involves RM-

0.35/B-3 zones would allow the developer 
to treat the project as one site rather than 
two and suggests changes to move a 

setback line along Westchester Avenue, 
the inclusion of multi-use designation 
in a residential zone to allow the retail 
and restaurants, maximum building 
coverage, and changing the regulations 
for development near a school (Eastview 
Middle School is located near the site) to 
allow the underground car repair shop.

The working name for the project 
according to Weingarten is “Collection 
at White Plains” which drew some 
reaction from Planning Board members 
who said they liked the concept of the 
development, but asked for a better name.

Weingartern said the developers had 
been in discussions with White Plains for 
about 18 months going over specifics and 
that the city had requested a clean up of 
the area.

The developers are currently building 
Rivertowns Square, a 500-sq. ft. mixed-
use project along the Saw Mill River 
Parkway in Dobbs Ferry.

Screen shot of  architect’s rendering of  proposed development along 
Westchester Avenue in White Plains. The rendering depicts a new Paulding 
Street at the current location of  the driveway next to Westchester Burger 
Company at 106 Westchester Avenue.

Harshel, with helping her prepare for the 
local spelling finals. Harshel is a student 
at Stepinac High School.

Other winners in the District Spelling 
Bee include second place winner Katie 
Eng and third place winner Shrudhi 
Kundu.

In Grades 2 and 3 the first place winner 
is Gowtami Ramakrishna, a second 
grader in Mrs. Dellacava’s class. The 
second place winner is Luna Israel, a third 
grader in Mrs. Davenport’s class, and Ari 
Hoffman is the third place winner, a third 
grader in Mrs. Sanz class. 



3March 24- March 30, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com

Woodlands Basketball Falcons Make History As State Finalists
The Woodlands High School Boys 

Varsity Basketball Team reached the 
finals of the State Championships for the 
first time in Woodlands athletic history.

Cheered on by friends, family and 
Greenburgh community members, the 
boys played Syracuse’s Westhill High 
School on March 21 in the finals. After 
scoring more than double as many 
points as their opponents in the first 
quarter, Woodlands ultimately lost by a 
score of 70 to 62. They were coached by 
longtime leader Robert Murphy.

“The boys have been playing great all 
season,” said Woodlands High School’s 
Athletic Director and Interim Principal 
Matt Smith. “They’re performing well and 

coming together. It’s a wonderful time in 
Woodlands athletics.”

The night before, on March 20, 
Woodlands beat Ogdensburg Free 
Academy by the score of 61 to 43 to set up 
the Finals clash against Westhill.

The day before the State Final Four 
competition, the team left Woodlands 
High School in style on March 19 as they 
traveled to Glen Falls to compete. The 11 
student-athletes left Greenburgh escorted 
by the local police and fire departments as 
they made their way out of Westchester 
County.

“These kids are rock stars,” said Interim 
Superintendent of Schools Tahira DuPree 
Chase. “They work so hard and we are 
very proud of their accomplishments. We 
wanted to make them feel special. They 
are really making the Greenburgh Central 
School District proud.”

Earlier in the day, Woodlands Middle/
High School held a special Pep Rally 
for the athletes before they boarded the 
bus. Several got a chance to address the 
crowd, sharing their excitement and 
gratitude for the continued support. The 
audience cheered enthusiastically as they 
encouraged the basketball team to perform 
well in the final two rounds of competition.

Throughout Sectionals and Regionals, 
the team was “blown away” by the support 
that the Greenburgh community showed 
them. Residents without students in the 
district attended games, along with alumni 
from the 1970s.

“The support has been unparalleled,” 
said Mr. Smith. “It really brought the 
community together. Everyone is coming 
out to cheer on our kids. It’s a great feeling. 
The boys are thrilled to see so many faces 
in the crowd cheering for them.”

Following their history-making 
runner-up game, the Falcons traveled 
back to Westchester County where they 
were once again greeted by a motorcade 
of Greenburgh Police cars. The police 
escorted them from the Tappan Zee 
Bridge to Woodlands High School where 
the student-athletes were met by a crowd 
of cheering supporters.

707 Nepperhan Ave. • Yonkers, NY 
24 Hr. Tel (914) 965-5395 •Fax (914) 965-9752

www.jfjfuel.com

• Heating Oil-Commerical & Residential • Diesel Fuel
• Full Oil Heating Service and Installations • Oil Tank Installation and Removal 

• Oil Tank Testing • Full Environmental Services
• Serving Westchester County and The Bronx
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continued from page 3
Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.
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White Plains High School Students  
Win Opportunity to View Gov’t in Session

Highest Scout Honors Presented to White 
Plains Resident John Henry Buzzard

Jacqueline Rayo and Vanessa 
Aceituno, both 11th grade students at 
White Plains High School, have been 
chosen to attend this year’s Students 
Inside Albany program sponsored by the 
League of Women Voters of New York 
State Education Foundation. 

The program will take place May 17 to 
20 and brings approximately 60 students 
from across the state to Albany to get a 
first-hand education about their state 
government. The program is designed to 
increase high school students’ awareness 
of their responsibility in representative 
government and provide information 
about the tools necessary for meeting 
that responsibility.

While at the conference, students will 
join their peers in a hands-on learning 
experience about how state government 
works. Students will participate in a 
series of interactive lectures on topics 
such as the state budget process, the role 
of lobbyists in the legislative process, 
citizen rights to access government 
information, the role of media in 
politics, and the move to reform state 
government. While in Albany, the 
students will have an opportunity to tour 
the state’s Capitol. The highlight for most 
students is the opportunity to shadow 
their Senators and their Assembly 
member for an afternoon attending 
session on the Chamber floor.

An Eagle Scout Court of Honor 
ceremony was held on Sunday, March 15 
at Our Lady of Sorrows School during 
which Troop 73 White Plains presented 
the rank of Eagle,  the highest honor 
within the Boy Scouts of America, to 
John Henry Buzzard. 

John was recognized for his project of 
designing and constructing a 20 x 20 sq. 
ft. patio space within the Student Garden 
at the New York School for the Deaf on 
Knollwood Road in White Plains.  The 
Student Garden grows over 2000 pounds 
of vegetables annually for the Food Bank 
of Westchester.  The patio will serve as 
a  shady  spot where student gardeners 

can rest and communicate. 
The project was built 

over a two-day period in 
October 2014 by the scouts 
and adults  from Troop 
73 and friends from Iona 
Preparatory School.  The 
plot was cleared of grass 
and weeds and a framework 
was built from pressure 
treated lumber.  The four 
seating areas have all-
season benches made of 
recycled plastic bottles and 
allow NYSD students  and 
faculty to sit facing each 
other to communicate using 
American Sign Language. 

Porous materials (gravel and rubber 
mulch) were used to promote drainage 
and to keep the area dry. The patio can be 
used as a classroom space as well as a rest 
area. It was designed and constructed to 
be a permanent structure and provide 
decades of use to the students and 
faculty of NYSD.

John also received the Gold 
Presidential Volunteer Service Award, 
which is authorized by The President’s 
Office and is given to youth and adults 
who volunteer 100 or more hours in a 
12-month period in one of the six key 
focus areas.
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

John Buzzard with parents Richard and Maura Buzzard.
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Posh Pretzels, Tarrytown
By Janine Bowen

The products may be salty, but 
running Posh Pretzels in Tarrytown has 
been a sweet experience for Ann Marie 
D’Erasmo. 

D’Erasmo has been creating and 
designing different varieties of chocolate 
covered pretzels for more than a decade, 
but often had to take time off because 
she couldn’t juggle the demand for her 
product with her duties as a mother to 
young children. As her children aged, 
D’Erasmo decided to open up a shop, 
and was lucky enough to stumble upon a 
vacant shop in her hometown and open 
Posh Pretzels in December 2014. 

The shop allows people to buy the 
salty, sweet treats by the pound or in 
pre-arranged gift baskets and platters 
that often carry a holiday theme. One of 
D’Erasmo’s favorite parts of the business, 
she said, is experimenting with new 
flavor combinations. One of her favorite 

creations is a mixture of white chocolate 
with banana, walnuts, peanut butter and 
dark chocolate. 

“Every time I have an idea I make 
some samples, put them out, and get the 
customer’s feedback,” she said. “They’re 
honest with me and tell me what they like, 

what they don’t like and what they want 
more of, which is great. It’s what we want.”

One of Posh Pretzels’ most unique 
creations was actually the result of 
a suggestion made by 
D’Erasmo’s 11-year-old 
son. He suggested cookie 
dough, which prompted 
his mother to make some 
changes to an eggless 
cookie dough recipe she 
used to know. The bite-
sized product, with includes c o o k i e 
dough mixed with pretzels and covered 
in chocolate, are currently available on a 
made to order basis, but D’Erasmo says 
she hopes to eventually carry them full 
time. 

She noted that it is important to her 
to keep her two children involved in 
her business. Both children frequently 
bring their friends into the shop while 
D’Erasmo’s 13-year-old daughter often 

comes into the shop to help create displays. 
“They’re both very much a part of it 

because they need to be happy and they 
need to know that I’m doing this for 
them,” she said. 

Despite only being in business for a few 
months, Posh Pretzels has already had a 
lot of national attention. The company 

was featured on “CELEBrations,” a 
WE TV celebrity party planning show 
hosted by David Tutera. Last month, 

the company participated 
in the Oscars with packages 
of Posh Pretzels included in 
the swag bags. 

“I’m not surprised 
because it’s a really great, 
versatile product. It’s really 
about how it’s packaged 
and presented and it 

does really well,” D’Erasmo said of her 
success. 

Although Posh Pretzels, which ships 
internationally, has been steadily growing, 
the brick and mortar operation got off to a 
bumpy start. The store experienced frozen 
pipes due to the harsh winter and when a 
pipe burst in the apartment located next 
door to the shop, Posh Pretzels was forced 
to close its doors for two weeks. D’Erasmo 
stated that although this was a bit of a 
setback, employees at neighboring shops 
were more than helpful, bringing in water 
and offering to wash dishes for her. 

“They didn’t know me and I was new 
here and they didn’t have to do that but 
quite a few of them were fabulous and 
they really helped me get through what 
would have been a very difficult time if I 
didn’t have them,” 

With so much success, D’Erasmo 
is already looking at ways to expand 
her business, setting her sights on 
several additional locations throughout 
Westchester. She stated that her ultimate 
goal would be to franchise the company 
and to make her product available in 
hotels across the nation. She said that 
she would also love to have Posh Pretzels 
available on airlines, as an alternative to 
the plain snacks that are usually provided. 

“I think it would be nice to get on a 
flight somewhere and have a chocolate 
pretzel as an option for a snack,” she said. 

Posh Pretzels is located at 7 North 
Broadway, Tarrytown; 914-332-0400; 
www.poshpretzels.com. Store Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 11:30 a.m. to 
6p.m.; Friday 11a.m. to 7 p.m.; Saturday 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Posh Pretzels come in a variety of  flavors.
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list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
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be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
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enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
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affected. Government-created Russian 
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purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
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However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
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Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
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Posh Pretzels offers salty sweet treats at its shop in Tarrytown.
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The Alexander Hamilton 
School Cast of “The Wiz”

Audiences followed the yellow brick road to watch students from Alexander Hamilton School in 
Elmsford perform in “The Wiz” this past weekend. 

White Plains Councilwoman One of First to Visit Cuba
continued from page 1

International Airport,” Lecuona said.
With Stoddard’s background in 

museums, the couple spent most of their 
time in art galleries and museums. “There 
was no time for the beach or relaxing,” 
Lecuona explained. “Cultural tourism is 
the big thing right now, and has been so 
for the past year and a half or so.”

She was most impressed with the Cuban 
National Museum, which houses political 
art, colonial art, landscapes; all types of 
local art.

She also was surprised that so many 
Cubans were able to communicate in 
English – although Lecuona, a native of 
the Canary Islands Spain had no trouble 
at all with the dialect – the couple was 
welcomed with much enthusiasm. 

“Everything we asked about the history 
or art was answered, even if our guides 
did not have the information at hand, we 
would receive a package in our hotel room 
the next morning. Their knowledge of the 
details was unbelievable.”

The people are well-educated 
Lecuona said, and the cultural 
tourism and health industries 
had improved greatly, especially 
over the past five years. She 
saw many examples where the 
Chinese had made investments, 
although Lecuona was quick 
to point out that any business 
partnerships with outside 
parties had to include a Cuban 
partner.

In Havana the housing, sewers 
and public transportation are in 
need of investment she noted.

In the countryside outside 
Havana, where the couple 
traveled, Lecuona said it was 
amazing how the villages had 
remained so pristine, like they were  
ages ago.

Especially important to Lecuona was 
the familiarity she felt with the people in 
the countryside. Many were descendants 
of people from the Canary Islands who 

had traveled to Cuba in the 1500s. The 
relationship between the two islands has 
remained to this day.

“About 85percent of the people have 
some relationship with the Canary 
Islands,” Lecuona explained, and the 
influence can be seen in the art and 
architecture and in the dialect. “There are 
Spanish words that are used only in Cuba 
and the Canary Islands,” she added.

Famous in the country is Ernesto 
Lecuona, the Councilwoman’s great uncle 
who had moved to Cuba and was well 
known as a composer. He later left the 
country to settle in Miami and returned to 
the Canary Islands before his death. He is 
now buried in Gate of Heaven Cemetery 
in Hawthorne.

Lecuona said her biggest takeaway 
from the adventure was the beauty of the 
country with a beautiful future. She took 
as many as 400 to 500 photos to make 
comparisons at some point.

“The Cuban people are looking to the 
future. They would have liked to have had 
this opportunity 20 years ago, but they are 
happy for it now.”

St. Christopher’s, Inc. recently hosted a pep rally to celebrate and support its Development 
Director Kurt Kannemeyer as he prepares to climb the 19,500-foot Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania 
on April 1. The climb is also part of  an effort to raise money for a residential treatment center for 
developmentally disabled students at St. Christopher’s Valhalla campus. During the pep rally, Zumba 
instructors Dianelis Holguin and Christine Naber led a Zumba Party with students and faculty to 
promote fitness and a healthy lifestyle to mirror Kannemeyer’s training for the climb. Artist Suzan 
Waldinger also led an art project where children used their hands to create a canvas painting. DJ 
Ronnie Diaz of  Perfect Touch DJs got everyone amped up for the celebration with music to keep 
everyone active and dancing during the event. Pictured from left, Westchester County Chief  of  Staff  
George Oros and St. Christopher’s, Inc. Development Director Kurt Kannemeyer make painted 
hand marks on the art canvas during the pep rally. 

St. Christopher’s Hosts Pep Rally to 
Support Mount Kilimanjaro Climb

Interviewed by Eyewitness News as they landed 
at JFK, Dan Stoddard and Milagros Lecuona were 
passengers on the first flight from Havana to 
New York City after the U.S. embargo was lifted. 
Lecuona said they were able to bring home Cuban 
cigars and rum, but that even the Customs agents 
were not yet quite sure of  the new protocols.

Dan Stoddard and Milagros Lecuona in Cuba. The sign reads in 
Spanish that “In this house lived Ernesto Lecuona Y Casado.”
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SMALL NEWS 
IS BIG NEWS

Greenburgh Police Department
Suspicious Incident. On the afternoon 

of March 9, officers responded to call 
at 399 Tarrytown Road regarding a 
suspicious incident at Kmart involving 
an unwanted party entering their stock 
room. Upon arrival officers made contact 
with the store manager who had a suspect 
in custody. The store manager explained 
that the suspect had walked into the 
employees-only stock room located at 
the rear of the store carrying an empty 
PlayStation 4 box. When questioned 
about why he entered the clearly marked 
employee-only stock room the suspect 
said he was unfamiliar with the store and 
lost. A NCIC check was conducted and 
no outstanding warrants were found. The 
suspect was advised to not come back to 
the store or he would be charged with 
trespassing. The manager was advised to 
contact police headquarters if any further 
assistance was needed.

Harassment. On March 9 a White Plains 
resident went to Police Headquarters 
to report an incident that had occurred 
earlier in the month. He reported that on 
March 2, he had parked his vehicle in the 
parking lot at his place of employment on 
Tarrytown Road and that an unknown 
person had placed a “Violation” sticker on 
the front of his windshield. He then talked 
to the property management, and was 
advised that they did not place the sticker 
on his vehicle nor did they authorize 
anyone to do it. In a second incident, the 
victim arrived at work at about 8 a.m. on 
March 9. When he returned to his vehicle 
that afternoon he observed another 
“Violation” sticker on his driver’s window. 
The victim does not know who placed 
the sticker on his vehicle. There are no 
witnesses or suspects at this time. There 
was no damage to the vehicle.

Suspicious Person. On March 10 at the 
Greenburgh Police Headquarters front 
parking lot, a female was seen looking 
into vehicles. She was observed wearing 
an NYPD hat and sweatshirt. Police were 
able to stop her as she was leaving the lot. 
Upon being interviewed she immediately 
said she wanted to be a police officer and 
that she had attempted to call one of the 
local sergeants to make an appointment. 
She said she was looking into cars in 
the lot to see what police officers drive. 
Officers reported that she did not appear 
to be a danger to herself or others and 
advised her not to return to the lot unless 
she had legitimate police business. She left 
scene without incident.

Counterfeit Money. On the afternoon 
of March 10, police officers responded to 
a call from Party City on Tarrytown Road. 
When they arrived the store manager 
said a suspect had come up to the register 
with a handful of items. He provided the 
name Etinee and a phone number 347-
347-4972 to the cashier. After ringing 
up the merchandise, which was in excess 
of $100, he provided a $100 bill to pay 
for the items. It was not enough so he 
adjusted the transaction to get a small 
item totaling a few dollars. The cashier 
then accepted the bill checking it with a 
counterfeit maker that indicated it was 
counterfeit. The cashier called the store 
manager who looked at the bill and told 
the suspect that the bill was counterfeit 
and he would not be getting it back. The 
suspect then completed his purchase with 
other money and then asked for the bill a 
second time at which time he was advised 
the Police had been called. He left the 
store without further incident. On arrival 
the area was checked by Greenburgh 
Police Street Crime units with negative 

results. Attempts to contact the suspect 
via the phone number provided and a 
check of RMS with the first name Etinee 
were negative. The $100 bill was entered 
into evidence. The store did not suffer a 
loss and there is no further information at 
this time.

Larceny. On the afternoon of March 
11 the victim of a larceny went to Police 
Headquarters to report the incident. The 
victim said he had written out a check to 
Capital One Bank in the amount of $5,620 
and left it in the public mailbox in front of 
his building for pick-up on 3/2/2015. On 
3/5/2015 the victim reviewed his HSBC 
account online and saw that a check with 
the same check number was cashed on 
3/3/2015 in the amount of $622 and paid 
to the order of Omaro Chinea Torres who 
is unknown to the victim. He then went to 
the bank and received a copy of the cashed 
check in which all the information was 
changed except for his signature at the 
bottom of the check. The victim further 
confirmed with Capital One Bank that 
they never received a check from him in 
the amount of $5,620. The victim said 
that HSBC is currently investigating the 
incident and has already filed an affidavit 
forged signature; alteration of item form. 
The Police report was for documentation 
purposes only.

Larceny. On March 11 members of the 
Greenburgh Street Crime Unit along with 
patrol responded to the area of the CVS 
at N. Central Avenue on the report of a 
larceny in progress. Comsec was advised 
per a CVS shift supervisor that a female 
wearing a blue jacket and a male wearing 
a green jacket had walked past all points 
of purchase and exited the store setting 
off the front entrance security alarm. The 
supervisor confronted the female and 

male outside of the CVS as they attempted 
to enter a white taxicab and asked if they 
had any stolen CVS items. He reported 
that the female then threw the stolen CVS 
items at him and then both the female 
and male began to run north through 
the parking lot towards Dalewood Drive. 
Officers then observed the female and 
male fitting the description on Dalewood 
Drive attempting to enter another taxicab. 
Both the female and male were stopped 
and identified. Both parties were placed 
under arrest. After further investigation 
the female suspect was found to be in 
possession of four Suboxone films, and a 
large grey hand bag containing numerous 
stolen items from the Marshalls Store, 
Rite Aid, and Choice Pet Supply Store. 
The male suspect was found to be in 
possession of six Suboxone films and 
one stolen Michael Kors belt from the TJ 
Maxx store. Both parties were transported 
to Police Headquarters where they were 
booked, processed, and released with 
return court dates. 

Criminal Possession of Marijuana. 
On the evening of March 11 police 
officers stopped a blue Honda Civic 
traveling down Fulton Street, a one-way 
street, going the wrong way. When they 
approached the vehicle, the windows were 
rolled completely down, and a strong 
odor of Marijuana was evident. In full 
view of pedestrian and vehicular traffic 
one officer observed a clear Ziploc bag 
containing a green leafy substance on 
the front passenger side armrest, which 
he identified as Marijuana. This was 
confirmed at Police Headquarters. The 
officer further reported that there were 
four bottles of beer on the floor. The driver 
and occupants were transferred to Police 
Headquarters and booked for possession 
of marijuana and driving the wrong way 
down a one-way street. 

Police Blotter

Westchester County Presents All-day Fatherhood Conference
Westchester County Executive Robert 

Astorino will host an all-day fatherhood 
conference on Tuesday, April 7, from 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Westchester 
County Center in White Plains entitled, 
“The Power of a Father’s Presence: 
Challenges and Victories in Supporting 
Dads.” The conference, sponsored by the 
Westchester County Department of Social 
Services and nearly 20 other partners, is 
designed to inspire, educate and challenge 
men and to celebrate the critical role of a 
father in the lives of his children.

“Unfortunately, over the course of the 
past 40 or 50 years in this country, the 
critically important role of the father in 
the family has been degraded in popular 
media and in society, and the statistics of 
children of all races growing up without 
the loving and nurturing support of 

a father sadly continues to increase at 
a disturbing rate,” said Astorino in a 
release announcing the conference. “No 
one would ever question the critical 
importance of a mother and we should 
celebrate the role of the father in a 
similar manner, and set expectations very 
high. This conference offers fathers and 
providers, who work with fathers and 
families, key tools and support to help 
men become great dads to their children.”

Astorino said the conference will 
include several workshops for fathers 
and providers focusing on such topics 
as education, employment, handling 
conflicts, communication techniques, 
statistical evidence of the power of 
fathers, and how to remain an involved 
and effective dad during life transitions as 
a result of a separation. 

Tony Porter, co-founder of A Call to 
Men, is the keynote speaker. Several other 
speakers are scheduled including Allan 
Houston, former New York Knicks’ all-
star.

The conference is open to all. There 
is a $35 registration fee that includes a 
continental breakfast and lunch. For more 
information and to register (deadline 
is March 27) email  information@
childfindofamerica.org or call 845-883-
6060.
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GCA Elementary Registration Underway for September Opening in Valhalla

An Open Letter to Female Students From Saint Barnabas High School

Workshop on New State Regulations Governing Invasive Plant Species 

Good Counsel Academy 
Elementary School has added two 
evening opportunities for parents to learn 
about the school’s new Valhalla home, a 
general information session at the current 
school and an open site tour of the new 
school.

In September, the school will open at the 
former Holy Name of Jesus Elementary 
School at 2 Broadway in Valhalla, just two 
miles north of its current location at 52 
North Broadway in White Plains. 

Good Counsel Academy Elementary 
enrolls students from pre-kindergarten 
through eighth grade. A private Catholic 
school sponsored by the Sisters of the 
Divine Compassion, the school offers a 
rigorous academic program taught in a 
nurturing environment, the hallmark of 
a Good Counsel education. With fewer 
than 200 children enrolled per year, 
the school emphasizes small class size, 
community involvement and strong 
character development.

  The school will hold an information 
session to talk about the move at Good 
Counsel, 52 North Broadway, White 
Plains, on Thursday, April 23, at 6 p.m.

  Open site visits at the new school, 
2 Broadway, Valhalla, will be held 
on the following dates and times. No 
appointment is necessary. Tuesday, April 
7, 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.; Thursday, April 16, 
5 to 7 p.m.; Tuesday, May 5, 9:30 to 10:30 
a.m.; Tuesday, June 2, 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
www.goodcounselelementary.net.

Your March 17 article about Save 
Good Counsel Academy’s efforts 
mentions a proposal submitted by Msgr. 
Edward Barry of St. Barnabas Parish 
regarding a partnership with its high 
school.  In a recent message to Saint 
Barnabas Parishioners, Msgr. Barry has 
acknowledged  confusion  in that regard 
and clearly stated there is no formal 
relationship between the two schools. 
Over the past three years, Saint Barnabas 

High School (SBHS) has  made great 
strides to keep St. Barnabas High School 
a viable option for our young ladies in the 
Archdiocese of New York.

Saint Barnabas High School is currently 
accepting freshman and transfer students 
for the 2015-2016 school year with some 
of these students coming from Good 
Counsel Academy.  Saint Barnabas High 
School welcomes anyone to come to 
see the facility, meet with its Principal, 

and have their daughter participate in a 
shadow day.  Located in the Woodlawn 
section of the Bronx, Saint Barnabas High 
School borders Westchester County in 
Yonkers on McLean Avenue.  Visitwww.
stbarnabashigh.com for more information 
or call 718-325-8800.

–Julietta Guarino, 
Advisory Board Chair, Saint 

Barnabas High School

A half-day workshop titled “New 
York State’s New Invasive Plant Species 
Regulations: Impacts and How to 
Adapt” will be held on Thursday, April 
2, at the Westchester County Center in 
White Plains. The workshop, offered by 
Westchester County’s Department of 
Planning and Soil and Water Conservation 
District, will address the portion of the 
state’s new regulations intended to help 
control invasive plants by reducing the 
introduction or spread of new and existing 
populations of these species.

The workshop, geared towards 
landscape architects and professionals in 
nursery and garden center management, 
landscape maintenance, garden 
design and property management and 
development, will also be relevant to 
homeowners and gardeners who may be 
interested in attending.

The scheduled topics and speakers are:
New York’s Prohibited and Regulated 

Plant Species: What You Need to Know; 
Leslie Suprenant, NYS Department 
of Environmental Conservation and 
Christopher Logue, NYS Department of 
Agriculture & Markets 

Native Plant Alternatives to Invasive 
Species; Carolyn Summers, author of 
“Designing  Gardens with Flora of the 
American East”

Genetic Integrity of Native Plants: 
Provenance is Forever; Thomas Knezick, 
Production Analyst, Pinelands Nursery & 
Supply, Columbus, NJ.

The April 2 workshop will run from 
8:45 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. Registration 
and breakfast will begin at 8 a.m. The 
$10 workshop fee includes a continental 
breakfast and the program materials. 
Advance registration and payment is 

required by March 31. Parking at the 
County Center, located at 198 Central 
Avenue in White Plains, is $7. For 
additional information, download the 
event flyer at  www.westchestergov.com/
soilwater or contact Robert Doscher at 
(914) 995-4423 or  rrd1@westchestergov.
com.

The workshop is New York State-
approved for 3.0 continuing education 
credits for licensed landscape architects. 
It also is approved for 2.5 recertification 
credits for pesticide applicators by the 
state Department of Environmental 
Conservation.

The workshop is co-sponsored by the 
Westchester County Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Conservation, Cornell 
University’s Cooperative Extension of 
Westchester and the Native Plant Center 
at Westchester Community College.

Phyllis Israeloff
Phyllis (Snyder) Israeloff, age 90, died 

peacefully at her home in Westford, MA 
on March 19. She was born on October 
30, 1924 in Philadelphia. In her early 
20’s, she moved to NYC, where she met 
her husband and companion, Al, of 49 
years. They raised their daughters Seena, 
Sherry, Leslie, Amy and Nora, mostly 
in White Plains. In addition to being 
a homemaker, she was an executive 
secretary and a patron of the arts. Phyllis’ 
years were filled with a rich social life and 
a zest for living with a remarkable style 
and flair. Phyllis was predeceased by her 
daughter Sherry and leaves behind her 

daughters, Seena, Leslie, Amy and Nora; 
her grandchildren Neil, Hope, Reuben, 
Heidi, Rachel, Sara, Rachie, Mara, Rani, 
Matthew, Julie, Saib, Daniel, Scott and 
Ilan; her many great grandchildren, and 
many devoted friends. 

A memorial service will be conducted 
on Sunday March 29, 11 a.m. at Ballard 
Durand Funeral Home, 2 Maple Ave, 
White Plains. 

In lieu of flowers, please send donations 
to Life Choice Hospice (lifechoicehospice.
com) or a charity of your choice. 

Letters Policy
We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the editor.  
Please limit comments to 250 words. We 
will do our best to print all letters, but are 
limited by space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be withheld 
from publication on the discretion of 

the editor. Please refrain  from personal 
attacks.  Email letters to pcasey@

theexaminernews.com. 
The White Plains Examiner requires 

that all letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information. 
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No Telling What You’ll Learn From Home Improvement Suppliers

Why Emotional Literacy Is So Important

One of life’s greatest pleasures for me 
since I assumed the moniker of The Home 
Guru more than a dozen years ago has 
been the great talents and personalities 
I’ve encountered among the suppliers who 
service our many needs around the house, 
both inside and out.  

As for me, a self-professed klutz with 
most things that require any amount of 
skill or technical expertise, knowing these 
miracle workers has always been essential 
to running my household and maintaining 
my property. I can communicate the 

expertise of others by writing about it, but 
I can’t do it.

As I have become friends with my 
suppliers and learned more about their 
backgrounds, I have encountered much 

ingenuity, sometimes sheer 
genius, and many surprises 
along the way. Sometimes 
there have been valuable life 
lessons learned as well.

For instance, some years 
ago when I needed to 
have wallpaper removed 
from some of my rooms 
and have them painted, 
Joe Pascarelli came highly 
recommended to do the 
job. Little did I know that 
he would become part of 
my life, both personally and 
professionally. 

More famously known 
as “Fireman Joe,” Pascarelli 
retired as a Mount Vernon 
Fire Department lieutenant 
seven years ago. But 14 years 
before that, he had experienced a trauma 
where a young child had been lost in a fire 
he responded to and, as he put it, “I needed 
to get help to deal with that.” 

As part of his recovery process, he 
decided to educate young children about 
fire safety and has been doing that annually 
at the Van Cortlandtville Elementary 
School in Mohegan Lake for the past 20 
years.

Last week, I met him for lunch with 
another good buddy of his, Frank Quigley, 
also a retired fireman who had been with 
the New York City Fire Department in 
the Bronx and also involved with teaching 

children about fire safety. 
In his case, Quigley would 

invite them into the firehouse 
to see the equipment. When he 
retired nine years ago, Quigley 
developed his own construction 
business called Window Plus. 
Besides windows, his company 
covers the gamut of projects 
from roofing, siding and decks 
to full additions. 

The purpose of our meeting 
was to discuss our writing a 
brochure together about fire 
safety in the home for children 
with illustrations that Pascarelli 
could distribute  at his school 
appearances. The intention 
would be to expand it into a 
children’s book and a CD.

As a public service to us all, 
especially to any young children in your 
own family or to any children you know, 
please share the basic outline below.
Fireman Joe’s Safety Tips for Kids

If you smell smoke, don’t HIDE, run 
OUTSIDE;

Make noise! Shout “Fire!”
If you see a man in strange-looking 

fireman’s gear, DON’T BE AFRAID. He’s 
a friend;

Have an established place outside for all 
family members to meet;

If your clothes catch fire, STOP, DROP 
and ROLL!

NEVER go back into the house for pets 

or anything else;
Two “toys” NEVER to play with:  

matches and lighters;
Have an EDITH plan with your family 

(Exit Drill in the House);
Change batteries in smoke detectors 

when you change clocks.
To my way of thinking, good guys who 

are concerned for the safety and education 
of children are the kind of people with 
whom I want to work. 

To reach Joe Pascarelli for wallpaper 
removal and painting, inside or out, call 
914-330-3889. To reach Frank Quigley 
for any construction project, big or small, 
from roofing to an addition to your home, 
call 914-438-0249.  

Postscript: While Pascarelli’s good work 
was born from the tragedy of the loss of a 
child, a young girl who attended one of his 
school presentations was able to save her 
own life and her entire family when fire 
struck her home in the middle of the night.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., 
the longest running public relations agency 
in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com), 
specializing in lifestyles, real estate and 
development. His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog 
is: www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage  
the services of The Home Guru and his 
team to market your home for sale, call  
914-522-2076.

“Studies suggest that emotionally 
literate characteristics like self-restraint, 
persistence, and self-awareness are better 
predictors of life outcomes than common 
academic measures.”

Social and emotional literacy develop 
over time and need to be nurtured just 
like any other skill such as math or 
learning how to ride a bike. Unlike math 
or bike-riding, however, the teaching of 
emotional literacy is often overlooked. It 
has been referred to as the “missing piece” 
of education despite its profound impact 
on children’s wellbeing. Emotionally 
competent individuals are able to 
communicate effectively, empathize, 
problem solve, and resolve conflict. Studies 
have shown that kids who develop these 
skills are more likely to do well at work as 
adults, have longer-lasting marriages, and 
have lower rates of anxiety and depression. 
Studies also suggest that emotionally 
literate characteristics like self-restraint, 
persistence, and self-awareness are better 
predictors of life outcomes than common 
academic measures. In addition, these 
children tend to do better in school due 
to their ability to work well with others, 
control impulses, and appropriately 
channel emotions.

Many schools are embracing the 
research and implementing social-
emotional learning (S.E.L) programs.   

Mark Brackett, senior 
research scientist at 
Yale University and 
former bullying victim, 
developed one such 
program called Ruler. 
Ruler’s goal is to develop 
children’s capacity 
for self-reflection 
and critical thinking. 
Brackett recognizes 
that emotional skills 
require practice and 
persistence. Students 
and teachers use 
concepts such as 
“mood meters” to help 
gauge personal and 
classmates’ emotions. 
Teachers encourage 
children to develop 
coping mechanisms, such as using self-
talk or taking a walk when upset.   S.E.L. 
has received more attention in the past 
few years due to concerns about bullying, 
violence, and suicide, but these programs 
are certainly not the norm at this time.

Certain children, particularly those 
with autism, Aspergers, and social phobia 
require more guidance and support 
in developing social and emotional 
competencies. Social skills deficits are a 
hallmark of these conditions and they 

tend to persist into 
adulthood due to a 
dearth of interpersonal 
experiences. How 
can a child learn 
conversation skills, 
conflict negotiation, 
and perspective taking, 
for example, if she 
has no one to practice 
with? The right kind 
of social skills group 
could help a child 
develop these kinds of 
skills, but not all social 
skills groups are created 
equally. Effective 
groups promote skill 
generalization to the 
outside world and 
often take place on 

the playground or in other real-world 
locations where real-life problems 
tend to unfold. Good programs 
stimulate social motivation, reinforce 
appropriate social responding, and 
increase the understanding of nonverbal 
communication. Programs that seem 
to teach manners, not emotional 
understanding, just don’t work. They 
are ineffective because only basic 
instrumental skills, such as making eye 
contact and saying please and thank you, 

are taught. These tend to make children 
seem robotic and awkward, and other 
children notice. The best programs 
help children become better observers 
of themselves and others. They guide 
them in appropriate ways of expressing 
themselves. Parents of children in school 
groups should request specific plans 
and ask about generalization strategies. 
Parents can reinforce practiced skills at 
home and with play-dates.

There are also groups available 
for adults who struggle socially and 
emotionally. The goal is to increase social 
awareness and for members to develop 
a better understanding of the world 
around them. As they age and the social 
world becomes even more nuanced, 
they struggle. Social skills groups can 
help adults navigate the interpersonal 
complexities of the workplace, establish 
romantic relationships, and understand 
social norms in different situations.

Dr. Jaime Black is a licensed psychologist 
practicing in Westchester and New York 
City. In addition to providing general 
mental health services, Jaime works with 
individuals of all ages on the autism 
spectrum, doing psychotherapy, conducting 
evaluations, and facilitating social skills 
groups. Visitwww.spectrumservicesnyc.
com, email  JaimeBlackPsyD@gmail.
com or call 914-712-8208.
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Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.

Parenting 
Pep Talk

By Dr.  Jaime Fleckner Black

Frank Quigley, left, owner of  Windows Plus, a 
construction company, and Joe Pascarelli, a house 
painter, are both retired firemen who promote fire 
safety education for kids and now plan to write a 
children’s book about it.

BILL PRIMAVERA PHOTO
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Our instrumental groups, 
arts and crafts, songwriting, 
singing, acting, and musical 
theatre classes are fun and 
engaging for your child while 
providing access to the 
highest quality arts education.Ph
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216 Central Park Avenue
White Plains, NY 10606
(914) 761-3900
westchestermusic.org
info@musiced.org

Session 1:      June 29 - July 10  
Session 2:      July 13 - July 24
Session 3:      July 27 - August 7
Session 4:      August 10 – August 21++
++ Session 4 is our Musical Theatre Immersion program.

Come play music, sing, 
act and create your own 

masterpiece with us!

Choose 
one or more 

sessions. 

RegisteR
NOW! CAll fOR 
iNfORmAtiON 

& PRiCiNg

Early drop-off 
and extended 

day options 
available.

Age Group: 
Grades K-6 

Day/Time: 
Mon. – Fri., 
9:00 am – 
3:30 pm

Registration:
Ongoing

Program Starts June 25th Program Starts June 25th

Weekly Sessions
Available

Program Starts June 29th Program Starts June 29th

Children Respond to Healthy Living Camp Zeke for Summer Fun
By Janine Bowen

Last year, Isaac Mamaysky followed his 
dreams by opening a summer camp in 
the Poconos, and following a successful 
inaugural season; several changes and 
expansions will be coming to Camp Zeke.

The sleep-away camp, which is situated 
on 560 acres in Lakewood, Pa., offers 
activities centered on healthy and athletic 
living integrated with elements of Jewish 
culture and heritage. Last summer, the 
camp accommodated 180 youngsters 
from Westchester and throughout the 
Hudson Valley for youngsters seven to 17 
years old. With the addition of three new 
counselors this year, Mamaysky said the 
number of campers is expected to grow 
to 270 across the two three-week sessions, 
plus a newly installed abbreviated one 
week session for children who would like 
to give sleep-away camp a try.

“The first year was amazing. It exceeded 
all our expectations,” Mamaysky said.

“We have parents telling us that their 
kids are now exercising at home, they’re 
eating vegetables that they never did 
before camp and a lot of our kids are 
already reenrolled for this summer.”

Mamaysky said one of the most popular 
activities during camp last year was 

cooking lessons, where children learned to 
prepare healthy meals using locally grown 
organic foods. After several students asked 
to cook more frequently last year during 
their three-week stay at Camp Zeke, a 
second teaching kitchen was constructed 
at the facility so that they will now be able 
to help prepare meals almost every day.

In addition, electives have been altered 
so that campers can spend several days 
focusing on one sport as opposed to 
participating in something different each 
day, as they did last year. New cabins, to 
accommodate the increase in campers, 

as well as a new athletic field are also 
currently being built and will be ready 
to handle the enrollment increase this 
summer.

To help make Camp Zeke a great 
summer experience, the facility has 
recently hired a program director, who 
worked through the year to make changes.

There is also a chief happiness officer, 
who will conduct weekly surveys of 
campers and staff to make sure everyone 
is having a good time.

Mamaysky explained that counselors 
will fill out nightly surveys that will 
allow a camper’s issues to be addressed 
immediately, which he believes will 

reduce the number of children who feel 
homesick.

“In reality, homesickness, in my 
experience, is much more often attributed 
to a challenge that needs to be addressed 
in the camp community rather than 
actually missing parents,” he said.

This year, Camp Zeke will offer two 
separate three-week-long sessions at a cost 
of $4,100 each. Campers can opt to stay 
for both sessions for $7,200. The camp 
also offers the “Taste of Zeke” program, a 
one-week session that allows children to 
experience sleep-away camp for $1,300. 
Mamaysky explained that this year, 
campers will have the option to enroll in 
the one-week session and then continue 
with the remaining two weeks of the 
session if they enjoy the experience.

“Our one-week session last year was 
at the very end of the summer and that 
led to a situation where the kids in that 
session had a blast and a whole bunch of 
them wanted to stay, but camp was over,” 
he said.

Bus transportation from Westchester 
County to the Poconos is included in 
all session fees. To learn more about  
Camp Zeke or to enroll, visit www.
CampZeke.org.

Camp Zeke, a camp in the Poconos dedicated 
to healthy and athletic living for Jewish children 
throughout Westchester and the Hudson Valley, 
runs in three-week sessions.

The Camp Zeke program includes many different 
types of  activities.
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JOB 381
Examiner Media Ad

9.75w x 5.8h
4-COLOR

• Teacher Education
• Business Administration (MBA)
• Educational Leadership
• Health or Public Administration (MPA)
• Long Term Care Administration
• School Counseling
• School Psychology

• Mental Health Counseling (with optional
CASAC track)

• Marriage and Family Therapy (with 
optional CASAC track)

• Pharmaceutics (Industrial Pharmacy 
or Cosmetic Science)

Mt. Kisco

Chappaqua

Thornwood

White
Plains

Yonkers

Contact LIU Hudson in Westchester: 914-831-2700 or westchester@liu.edu 
or LIU Hudson in Rockland: 845-450-5414 or rockland@liu.edu.

LIU Hudson
For more than 35 years, LIU Hudson in Westchester and Rockland County has been offering graduate programs 
tailored to fit the needs of adult learners. 

Graduates of LIU Hudson hold advanced positions in top school districts, clinics, hospitals, businesses, and public 
agencies throughout Westchester, Rockland and beyond. Schedule a visit and apply now.

Take your career to the next level by earning a master’s degree 
or advanced certificate in:

Learn more at liu.edu/hudson

County Parks Summer Camps Registration Now Available
Whether your youngster is a nature 

enthusiast, a budding musician or a sports 
hound, Westchester County Park’s popular 
summer camps offer something for kids of 
all ages and interests.

Perfect Pitch and Swing Baseball 
Camp. Provides children ages 8 to 12 with 
training that uses unique and innovative 
methods, combining traditional baseball 
skills with disciplines from other sports 
at V.E. Macy Park in Ardsley. The daily 
schedule runs from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
includes drills, hitting, throwing/pitching 
and fielding instruction and games. Camp 
runs in five, one-week sessions beginning 
June 29. The fee is $200 per week before 
May 29, $275 afterward. For information, 
call 914-231-4673 for brochure and 
application.

Slam Dunk Basketball Camp. Boys 
and girls in grades 3-9 can hit the boards 
at the air-conditioned Westchester County 
Center for this camp, which runs from 8:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Lunch is provided daily. A 
$325-per-session fee is due before June 27, 
$350 afterward. Four one-week sessions 
begin Monday, June 29. A special discount 
team rate of $250 per camper per week is 
also offered for 10 or more members from 
a basketball team who sign up for the 
same week. For more information and for 

a special group registration form, call 914-
231-4673. 

Girls Volleyball Camp. For grades 
6-12 at the Westchester County Center. 
The camp runs for two one-week sessions 
beginning July 27 and Aug. 3. Hours are 
3 to 5 p.m. for middle school students 
(grades 6–8) and 6 to 9 p.m. for high school 
players (grades 9-12). The fee is $150 per 
session for middle school students and 
$200 per session for high school students. 
For more information, call 914-231-4673. 

Challenger Sports Soccer Camp. For 
boys and girls in grades 1-9; offered at V.E. 
Macy Park in Ardsley. Operated by the 
prestigious Westchester Soccer Academy, 
top-notch coaching is offered in half- and 
full-day programs. Fees range from $135 
to $249. Camp runs in seven one-week 
sessions beginning June 22. For more 
information, call 914-714-8601 or visit 
www.challengersports.com.

Hole-in-One Junior Golf Camp. 
Youngsters 10 to 17 years old can hit the 
greens for this camp that is offered at the 
six county golf courses–Dunwoodie and 
Sprain Lake in Yonkers; Hudson Hills in 
Ossining; Maple Moor in White Plains; 
Mohansic in Yorktown Heights; and 
Saxon Woods in Scarsdale. Taught by 
top Professional Golf Association pros, 

the camp meets four days a week for two 
hours. The fee for each session is $50. 
Times and days vary at each course. For 
more information, call 914-231-4673.

Children’s Summer Ecology Program. 
Introduces children in grades 1-9 to the 
natural world and is conducted at three 
nature centers--Cranberry Lake Preserve 
in North White Plains, Marshlands 
Conservancy in Rye and Trailside Nature 
Museum at Ward Pound Ridge Reservation 
in Cross River. Camp runs weekdays from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. beginning July 6. The fee 
is $275 per week. For information, call 
914-864-7273.

Conservationists in Training 
Program. Youngsters entering grades 
7-9 can learn outdoor skills that run the 
gamut from radio-tracking wood turtles 
to map reading. The program is offered at 
Cranberry Lake Preserve in North White 
Plains and the Trailside Nature Museum 
at Ward Pound Ridge Reservation in 
Cross River and is held Mondays and 
Fridays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The three two-week 
sessions begin July 6. The fee is $725 for 
each session. For information, call 914-
864-7273.

Nature Week. Two sessions are offered 

at Lenoir Preserve in Yonkers, offering 
fun-filled adventure and discovery in 
the fresh air. Children in grades 1-5 will 
explore the butterfly garden, meadow and 
forest habitats, learn about local flora and 
fauna, participate in science experiments 
and learn to use a solar cooker. Sessions 
run Monday through Friday beginning 
July 20 and July 27 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The fee is $275 per week. For information 
and to register, call the preserve at 914-
968-5851. 

Summer Music Center. This six-
week music instruction program at the 
Westchester County Center in White 
Plains is for students in grades 3-12. 
It provides daily class instruction in 
band and orchestral instruments as 
well as keyboard, guitar and recorder. 
The program runs daily from 9 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. from June 29 through Aug. 7. 
Tuition is $575 for Westchester resident 
participants registering before May 29 and 
$625 after that date. Keyboard students 
pay $625 before May 29 and $675 after. 
Non-residents add $75 to each fee. For 
information, call 914-231-4673.

 For more information and applications 
for all summer camps, call 914-231-
4500 or visit parks.westchestergov.com/
activities/childrens-camps.
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By Renee Cohen
  When I sit on the floor and look at 

old photo albums, I know I’m not going 
to get up for a while. I’m entranced. The 
same is true when I look at old souvenirs. 
Seeing the “Crossing Borders: Memory 
and Heritage in a New America” exhibit 
at ArtsWestchester, especially the art of 
Bibiana Huang Matheis and of Yardena 
Donig Youner, brought the same feelings.

Matheis’s work, displayed in the 

back balcony at ArtsWestchester on 
Mamaroneck Avenue in White Plains, 
combines photography, collage, and 
personal artifacts to recreate snippets 
of her life as a Chinese-American 
immigrant. She includes embedded 
photos of her family, musical 
instruments, desserts, and more. Matheis 
calls each work a “visual treasure box.” 
When I looked at Matheis’s family in the 
photos, I thought of my family; when I 

looked at the objects in each collage, I 
thought of what I could place in my own 
collage.

Yardena Donig Youner’s installation at 
ArtsWestchester, on the first floor near 
the bank vault, reminds me of linens 
hung out to dry. On 25 cloths pinned 
on clotheslines, she has imprinted 
images of a few family possessions and 
many photos of family members–going 
back seven generations and across 

three continents. The ultrasound of her 
granddaughter is one of the imprints. 
You will gently encounter and push 
through the cloths to see more. Youner 
is an Israeli-American. 

Crossing Borders: Memory and 
Heritage in a New America. Through May 
2. Tuesdays to Saturdays, noon to 5 p.m. 
ArtsWestchester, 31 Mamaroneck Ave., 
White Plains;  914 428-4220; Admission 
is Free.

For a night of shopping, fashion tips by 
the celebrity NYC Stylist Blane Charles 
of BEAU-T by Blane, food, sweet treats, 
chocolate martini and wine samplings, DJ 
and goody bags, Events To Remember’s 
“Sassy Ladies Shopping Night Out” will 
be the place to be on Friday evening, 
April 10. 

The 5th  annual event is designed to 
attract sassy, lively, bold and full of spirit 
women who are looking to have a fun-
filled night of shopping, and exploration 
of new ideas and experiences. In addition 
to shopping, Sassy Ladies will enjoy team 
photos in a photo booth and pick-up 
fabulous 2015 Fashion Trends and Tips 
at the Pink Carpet Fashion Show.

More than 50 vendors are invited 
including Lespri Spa Services LLC, 
Dolci Bella, Come Wine With Us, Three 
Gems Unlimited, Adriano of Florence, 
Butta Bodies, and Younique, Silverleaf 
Resorts, Inc. to connect sassy guests with 
products and services from spas, jewelry, 

beauty, vacation destinations, wellness, 
clothing suppliers and more. Hourly 
raffles are held throughout the evening, 

with a grand prize raffle of a designer 
Coach handbag.

Tickets are $15 in advance, $20 at 
the door and can be purchased at www.

sassyladiestarrytown2015.eventbrite.
com. 

The first 200 women to purchase 
tickets will receive a Sassy Ultra  
Chic-Eco Friendly Goody Bag filled  
with goodies.  

Events To Remember will donate a 
portion of the proceeds to Ready To 
Empower.  

Ready To Empower is an organization 
dedicated to serving at risk women in 
the poorest communities around the 
world in an effort to restore hope and 
self-worth. 

A Charity Gold Buying vendor North 
American Refinery also will be on-site 
paying cash for unwanted coins, broken 
gold, silver and platinum jewelry, and 
donating a percentage of their proceeds 
to Ready To Empower.

Sassy Ladies Shopping Night Out will 
take place on Friday, April 10, from 5:30 
to 10 p.m. at The DoubleTree by Hilton 
Hotel, 455 South Broadway, Tarrytown.

The Westchester Comedy Festival, 
featuring four nights of comedy, along 
with a Comedy Competition, includes 
White Plains this year as Elements Food 
& Spirits will host the semi-final round 
of the competition on April 23. 

The festival will kick off April 18 in 
Mount Vernon at the Dole Recreation 
Center, located at 250 South 6th Avenue 
beginning at 6 p.m., followed by a 
show at 8 p.m. Comedic performers 
for the evening will be actor Freddie 
Ricks (Shaft and Baby Boy) and Chloe 
Hilliard, winner of Last Comic Standing, 
and surprise guest host Phyllis Yvonne 
Stickney. Stickney appeared in movies 
such as Jungle Fever, How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back and Women of Brewster 
Place with Oprah Winfrey.

The Comedy Festival continues 
on April 22 at the Yonkers Brewing 

Company, located at 92 Main Street 
in Yonkers. The second round of the 
competition will start at 6 p.m., with a 
show starting at 8 p.m. Headlining the 
show will be Rob Stapleton (Def Comedy 

Jam, Comic View, Comedy Central), with 
performances by and Sara Contreras 
(Latin Diva) and featured comic Kevin 
Magee, the 2014 Westchester Comedy 
Festival Winner.

On April 23, Rhina Valentin (“La 
Reina”) – who has performed at the 
Apollo Theatre, The Nuyorican Poets 
Café and the Los Angeles Comedy Store 
— will headline, with performer Rhonda 
Hansome, who performed on Saturday 
Night Live, Showtime at the Apollo 
and the Joan Rivers Show will appear at 
Elements at 161 Mamaroneck Avenue 
in White Plains at 8 p.m. Adam Oliensis 
of LoHud Comedy Festival will be the 
featured comic for the evening.

The final round of the Comedy 
Competition, hosted by Angela Cobb, 
will take place April 26 starting at 6 
p.m. at Alvin and Friends, 14 Memorial 

Highway, New Rochelle. At the end of the 
competition, the winner will be crowned 
the funniest comedian/comedienne in 
Westchester. 

WCF will be celebrating “Women in 
Comedy” at the 8pm show. Headlining 
will be actress/producer/comedienne 
Rain Pryor, who has appeared at comedy 
venues such as Caroline’s in New York 
City and is host of Rise and Shine on 
ARISE TV. This will be followed by a 
performance from Trena B Real. The 
featured artist for the evening will be 
Regina DeCicco, runner-up of the 2014 
Westchester Comedy Festival.

Tickets are $26, with part of the 
proceeds benefiting local non-profit 
organizations. Sponsorship opportunities 
are available. To purchase tickets online 
visit www.westchestercomedyny.com; 
for information, call 914-338-9397. 

The Borders and Folks in Your Mind, Reflections on an ArtsWestchester Exhibit

Sassy Ladies Shopping Night Out Planned for April 10 in Tarrytown

Westchester Comedy Festival Kicks Off April 18: White Plains to Host Semi-finals

Vendors and attendees from last year’s Sassy Ladies Shopping Night Out.

Advertise in  The White Plains Examiner  914-864-0878 
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 The Restaurant Examiner

New American Cuisine Restaurant Opens in Tarrytown 

Hastings French Bistro to Host Five-Course, Wine-Paired Dinner

By Jerry Eimbinder
The Toasted Barrel has opened at the 

Sheraton Tarrytown serving a wide variety 
of dishes from burgers to baby back ribs, 
steak and peppercorn seared salmon. 

An extensive whisky and bourbon list is 
also offered, a reason for the restaurant’s 
name choice. (A toasted barrel refers to a 
barrel used for a second sitting for certain 
alcoholic beverages to  enhance flavor in 
the aging process.) 

The cuisine at the Toasted Barrel is 
New American and the menu includes 
crab cakes and lobster mac and cheese as 
appetizers. 

Al fresco dining on the restaurant’s 
brick patio will begin as soon as the 
weather permits. Outside  grilling on the 
patio is planned for steak, lobster and fish. 
Heat lamps will help to expand the patio’s 
dining season.

“Bourbon is a popular ingredient used 
by Chef Michael Koonce in many of 
his dishes,” said Manager Michael Dizzine, 
a Nyack native who graduated from 
Johnson & Wales University in Providence 
with a hotel management degree. He was 
food and beverage manager at Comfort 
Inn & Suites in Nanuet before assuming 
his present duties early last year.

Meanwhile, Koonce was previously 
a line chef at the Loews Regency Hotel 
and The Water Club in Manhattan and 
is a graduate of the New York Restaurant 
School. 

Items prepared with bourbon include its 
signature baby back ribs, bourbon cheese 
steak, French onion soup, bread pudding, 
cheese cake and fried ice cream, which 
comes with a flamed bourbon glaze.

The restaurant has breakfast (6:30 to 
10 a.m. Monday through Friday) lunch, 

dinner and bar menus. There is also a 
tapas menu and a weekend buffet brunch 
from 7 to 11 a.m.

The tapas menu includes lamb 
chop lollipops, gumbo soup, stuffed 
mushrooms and popcorn shrimp ($10 and 
up). A personal pizza is offered in many 
varieties including oven-roasted  tomato 
with arugula and mozzarella, pepperoni, 
sausage, chicken, seafood and calamari 
($8 and up).

Burgers range from a basic burger on 
a brioche bun ($11) to one with foie gras 
and truffle ($18).  

Entrées come with a house salad; a 
Caesar salad can be substituted for $2 
extra. Entrées include a 14-ounce New 
York strip steak with vegetables and 
fingerling potatoes ($32), veal parmesan 
with pasta ($28), baby back ribs with 

French fries and coleslaw ($23) and 
spaghetti and meat balls ($18).

Peppercorn seared salmon is served 
with bourbon peppercorn demi-glace and 
basmati rice ($26) and penne a la vodka 
is topped with bourbon-glazed smoked 
chicken ($18). The bourbon cheese steak 
is sliced and comes with cheddar cheese, 
smoked Gouda cheese, carmelized 
bourbon onions and bell peppers ($15). 

Two eggs (any style) is part of the “Sleepy 
Hollow Breakfast” and accompanied by 
Italian sausage, applewood bacon or Black 
Forest ham steak, home fries and toast 
($14). Omelets with up to three toppings 
also cost $14. A breakfast quesadilla is 
priced at $10.

The weekend buffet branch includes 
fruit, yogurt, oatmeal, cereal, granola, 
scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, potatoes, 

bakery items, bagels, cream cheese, butter, 
jam, juice and Starbucks coffee. It costs 
$19.95 for adults and $12.95 for children. 
Children under four years old are free. 

Live music is planned for the patio every 
Thursday night. Requests will usually be 
honored by the band and there is no cover 
charge.

The warm-weather outdoors schedule 
will also include Caribbean nights, BBQ 
nights, Maine lobster nights and BYOC 
(Bring Your Own Cigars) cigar nights, 
mostly on Thursdays but occasionally on 
Friday evenings.

Sampling “theme” evenings are 
planned for bourbon, whisky and cocktail 
specialties — some with blues music -- and 
with brief comments by representatives of 
liquor distributors. 

Ladies’ nights feature half-cost drinks 
for women. 

For sports enthusiasts following the 
NCAA basketball tournament, through 
March these specials are offered: Bud and 
Bud Light bottles ($4), Coors Light bottles 
($4), house cocktails ($6) and vegetable 
pot stickers, taquitos and potato skins at 
half price.

More than 30 different wines are 
available by the glass along with an 
extensive wine bottle list. Most of the 
bottles are from California vineyards.

A private room is available 
accommodating up to 80 people for 
parties; groups up to 20 can get a special 
seating area in the back of the restaurant. 

Toasted Barrel, which has replaced 
SB&G, is located in the lobby of the 
Sheraton Tarrytown Hotel, 600 White 
Plains Rd. (Route 119) Call 914-332-7900 
for more information.

By Jerry Eimbinder
A five-course, prix-fixe wine-paired 

dinner prepared by executive chef Chris 
Vergara and  wine selected by sommelier 
Ned Towle is planned for French bistro 
Saint George in Hastings-on-Hudson 
on  March 31. Towle is the founder and 
director of the Westchester Wine School, 
also located in Hastings-on-Hudson.

The dinner courses are:
1. Diver scallop crudo
2. Smoked trout rillette
3. Seared Hudson Valley foie gras
4. Braised lamb shoulder
5. Epoisse, valencey, roquefort
The wine selections are:
1.Champagne, Brut Reserve, N. 

Feuillate, NV
2.Sancerre, C. Lauverjat. “Perle 

Blanche,” 2013
3.Bourgeuil, Domaine de la 

Chanteleuserie, 2012

4. Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Clos du Mont 
Polivet, 2012

5.Gewurtztraminer, Trimbach, 
“Vendange tardive,” 2000 

The restaurant is named 
after Vergara’s pet rabbit 
George. Vergara is also a 
co-owner and co-founder 
of Meritage Restaurant in 
Scarsdale, which opened in 
2004, and a  co-partner and 
executive chef at Harper’s.

Towle is certified as a 
sommelier, wine educator 
and wine judge.

The cost is $115 per person, 
with tax and tip is included  

Saint George opened in 
October, 2013. It is located 
at 155 Southside Ave. in 
Hastings-on-Hudson, the 

same location occupied by Buffet de la Gare 
for 33 years. For reservations or more 
information, call 914-478-1671.

The outdoor dining patio at the Toasted Barrel at the Sheraton Tarrytown, which features burgers, baby 
back ribs, steak, fish and more.

Sommelier Ned Towle will select the wines at a 
special March 31 dinner that will be offered at 
Saint George, a French bistro, in Hastings-on-
Hudson.

French bistro Saint George will host a five-course dinner paired 
with wines next Tuesday, March 31.
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*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

adoption
A dream is a wish your heart makes, our 
wish is a baby to love. We're loving, edu-
cated, close family. Expenses paid. Danny/ 
Lorraine 1-866-997-7171

A childless young married couple, hands 
on mom/ devoted dad (she-31/ he-37) 
seeks to adopt. Financial security, expens-
es paid. Call/ text Mary & Adam 1-800-
790-5260

auto donations 
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

CarEEr opportunitiEs
WELDING CAREERS- Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation, 
automotive, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. CALL AIM 877-
206-4006

EvEnts
Rinaldi Flea Market Season Opening 
April 5th. Every Sunday through October.  
900 Dutchess Turnpike Poughkeepsie. See 
you there! RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.
COM

finanCial aid
Parents! Having trouble with college 
funding?  Get personal help with finan-
cial aid forms for free grants. Visit www.
sourcesforstudents.com or call Paul An-
thony Rivers at (914)358-1700.

for salE
Privacy Hedges - SPRING Blowout Sale 
6ft Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HElp WantEd
BuNGE MANAGEMENt SERvICES, 
INC. seeks a Senior Treasury Manager, 
Capital Planning and FX Risk Manage-

ment in White Plains, New York to serve 
as an integral member of the Treasury 
team responsible for the area of subsid-
iary capital structure and FX risk manage-
ment.  Duties include: leading, facilitating 
and participating in projects that require 
a strong understanding of weighted aver-
age cost of capital (“WACC”), sovereign 
risk, balance sheet analysis, and factors 
driving subsidiary capital structure de-
cisions including foreign exchange and 
local currency interest rates; monitor-
ing and analyzing currency market de-
velopments; assessing the multi-faceted 
effects of exchange rate movements on 
Bunge’s business; developing and imple-
menting proposals to optimize the capital 
structure of Bunge subsidiaries; working 
closely with the tax department to man-
age the inter-company transfer pricing 
agreements between the Bunge funding 
centers and individual regions; develop-
ing risk-adjusted WACC; advising and 
consulting with operating companies to 
improve management of working capital; 
identifying foreign exchange risk arising 
in existing operations and/or expansion 
initiatives and developing hedging strat-
egies; coordinating the aggregation and 
management of FX exposure among vari-
ous treasury regional centers to ensure 
the FX exposures are adequately managed 
and hedged as prescribed by the Bunge 
policies; working with corporate trea-
surer to manage the global FX risk and 
hedging strategies;  reviewing the disclo-
sure around risk management in Bunge’s 
10Q/10K reports to ensure that risk 
management strategies and their results 
are appropriately reflected; undertaking/
contributing to special corporate finance 
project such as liquidity risk scenario 
analysis, rating agency analysis, perfor-
mance management, investor and bank 
presentations; creating FRPC, ExCo and 
other management presentations; sup-
porting and managing the activities of 
the Treasury Manager, FX; and support-
ing the Capital Markets team as needed. 
The position requires a Master’s degree in 
Finance, Economics or Business Admin-
istration.  The position also requires two 
years of experience as a Financial Analyst 
in the global agricultural commodities in-
dustry to include experience with supply 
and demand dynamics in the agricultural 
commodity markets; experience working 

with structured finance trades; and expe-
rience monitoring financial trends related 
to emerging markets.  Send resumes Send 
resumes to: Nichole.Smith@bunge.com.

PARt-tIME LIBRARy CLERk, 10 to 
17 hours a week on a flexible schedule,   
Must have at least a high school degree, be 
experienced  with computers, courteous, 
service oriented and able to work with the 
public at a busy library circulation desk.  
Previous library experience preferred. 
Please send resume to cdonick@kentli-
brary.org, or stop by the Kent Public Li-
brary for an application. 

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students ñ Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS yOuR BuILDING SHIFtED OR 
SEttLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

in HomE pEt sittinG
PLEASANt PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

land for salE
uPStAtE Ny WAtERFRONt! 11 acres- 
$69,900 Beautiful woods on bass lake 5 
miles to Cooperstown! Private setting for 
camp, cabin or year round home! Terms 
avail! 888-479-3394 NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

CONtRACt FELL tHRu! 5 acres- 
$19,900 or $254/month! 70% below mar-
ket! Gorgeous woods, 5 miles to Cooper-
stown! G'teed buildable! Town rd, utils. 
Call: 888-905-8847 or go to newyork-
landandlakes.com

lEGal notiCE
PuBLIC HEARING 2015-16 tENtA-
tIvE vILLAGE BuDGEt: PLEASE 
tAkE NOtICE that the Board of Trust-
ees of the Village of Pleasantville, West-
chester County, New York will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Monday, April 13, 2015 at 
8:00pm, prevailing time, Village Hall, 80 
Wheeler Avenue, 2nd Floor, Pleasantville, 
N.Y. for the purpose of hearing comments 
as it pertains to the 2015-2016 Tentative 
Village Budget.  All persons interested in 
speaking on this subject will be heard.
Judith Weintraub, village Clerk, village 
of Pleasantville

NOtICE IS HEREBy GIvEN that the 
Final Assessment Roll for the Village of 
Pleasantville, Pleasantville, New York for 
the year 2015 has been completed and 
filed in the Office of the Village Clerk, 80 
Wheeler Avenue, in said Village on the 1st 
day of April 2015 where same will remain 
open to public inspection for fifteen days.
Judith Weintraub, village Clerk, village 
of Pleasantville

misCEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out of statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
New models from $85,000. 772-581-0080, 
www.beach-cove.com

rEsidEntial rEntals
BEAvERIDGE HOuSING ASSOCI-
AtES LOCAtED At 1965 ALLAN Av-
ENuE yORktOWN HEIGHtS, Ny 
10598 a 167 unit building including 17 
units designated for the disabled, is avail-
able for renting to those with limited in-
come. Applicants must be at least 62 and 
meet eligibility requirements. Qualifica-
tions will be based on Section 8 Federal 
guidelines. Interested persons may request 
an application In writing to: Beaveridge 
Housing Company Att: Waiting List 277 
Northern Blvd. Great Neck, Ny 11021 
If you have a disability & need assistance 
with the application process, please con-
tact Carmela Siragusa at 516-487-0041.

vaCation rEntals
OCEAN CIty, MARyLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WantEd
MOSt CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON At
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

eaver Ridge - NEW

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878

or e-mail classifieds
@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for  

the next week’s publication



15March 24- March 30, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com

EX AMINER SPORTS

We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, March 24
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. Rev. Doris K. 

Dalton, Executive Director, Westchester 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Institute for 
Nonviolence will join conversation 
partners for informal table talk. There 
is no charge. Just come and order your 
food from Sylvia and enjoy the discussion 
and the company.  Please join us. No 
reservations are needed. Presentation is 6 
to 7 p.m. Food ordering starts at 5:30 p.m. 
Dorry’s Diner, 468 Mamaroneck Avenue, 
White Plains; 914-682-0005.

Centennial Sinatra  starring  Steve 
Lippia  is a celebration of the life and 
music of the Twentieth Century’s most 
remarkable singer of the Great American 
Songbook. Steve  takes us on a musical 
journey from Sinatra’s earliest crooning 
days with  Harry James  and  Tommy 
Dorsey to his historic collaborations with 
the great arrangers like Billy May, Nelson 
Riddle and Don Costa,  to his work with 
The  Count Basie Orchestra  and his epic 
concert at Madison Square Garden; 
Matinee11:15 a.m. lunch, 1 p.m. show, 
tickets $64 plus tax; Evening 6:15 p.m., 
dinner, 8 p.m. show, tickets $80 plus 
tax; Westchester Broadway Theatre, 1 
Broadway Plaza Elmsford. Box office: 914-
592-2222; www.broadwaytheatre.com

Wednesday, March 25
Noontime Getaway Concert. 

Cellist  David  Heiss  is a member of The 
Metropolitan Opera Orchestra and has 
performed with the company as cello 
continuo soloist. He is principal cellist of 
The New York Pops at Carnegie Hall and 
has been featured as soloist in concertos 
by Irving Robbin and Theodore Antoniou 

at the Tanglewoood Festival.  He 
will perform a program of music by 
Debussy, Chopin, and Brahms and will 
be accompanied on piano by  Warren 
Jones. 12:10 p.m. Free Admission. Grace 
Episcopal Church at the intersection of 
Main and Church streets in White Plains.

A Visual History of the Italian 
American Experience. Dr. Mario 
Mignone, SUNY Distinguished Service 
Professor and director of the Center for 
Italian Studies at SUNY Stony Brook, 
will discuss his recent publication, co-
authored by Antonio Canovi. For the first 
time, Italian-American history is seen 
through the photographic collections of 
the Library of Congress. Co-sponsored 
by the Westchester Community College 
Humanities Institute. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 
Davis Auditorium, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. 11:15 a.m. Free. Info: 914-606-
6790.

Blood Drive. 10 a.m.to 4 p.m. at New 
York-Presbyterian Hospital/Westchester 
Division, 21 Bloomingdale Road, White 
Plains. Call 914-997-4341 to schedule an 
appointment. This event is free and open 
to the public.

 
Thursday, March 26

Great Books Forum Series. “The 
Color Purple” by Alice Walker will 
be discussed. Led by Professor Mira 
Sakrajda. Westchester Community 
College’s Gateway Center, Room 131, 
75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 6 to 8:30 
p.m. Free. Info: Contact Professor James 
Werner at 914-606-6840 or email james.
werner@sunywcc.edu.

Steffi Nossen School of Dance 
Community Concert. Celebrating 
the school’s 78th annual Benefit Week, 
guest choreographers Taylor Drury and 
Rachel Hagan will join Steffi Nossen’s 
choreographer/teachers Annie Doss 
and Fatima Logan who are creating 
new work on the school’s Master 

Classes. Producer Gierre Godley will 
create a solo for Chappaqua’s Allison 
Dammann. Performing Arts Center at 
SUNY Purchase, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. 6:15 p.m. Adults: $15. Seniors 
and students: $10. Also March 27. Info 
and tickets: 914-328-1900 or www.
steffinossen.org.

John Jay Scholars Lecture Series. 
Author and Abraham Lincoln 
Bicentennial Foundation Chairman 
Harold Holzer will present the lecture 
“America at War: Managing the Message.” 
He will discuss how President Lincoln 
sought  to control his message to the 
newspapers during the Civil War. John 
Jay Homestead State Historic Site, 400 
Jay St. (Route 22), Katonah. Registration 
and refreshments at 6:15 p.m. Lecture at 
7 p.m. Friends of John Jay Homestead 
members: $20. Non-members: $25. 
Reservations recommended. Info and 
reservations: 914- 232-8119, e-mail 
friends@johnjayhomestead.org or visit 
www.johnjayhomestead.org.

 “Art & Sole.” Featuring Jane Weitzman, 
her book Art & Sole is a spectacular 
selection of more than 150 Fantasy 
Art Shoes from the Stuart Weitzman 
Collection.  Presented by Hadassah 
Westchester Business & Professional 
Club; 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Bloomingdales 
La Provence Restaurant, 4th Floor, White 
Plains; $50 includes dinner. Books will be 
available for purchase.

Father Daughter Dance. At White 
Plains Youth Bureau’s 7th Annual Father 
Daughter Dance all will be princesses. 
The festivities run from 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
Crowne Plaza and include dinner, dancing 
and prizes for answers to trivia questions, 
about princesses of course! The dance is 
intergenerational and is open to couples 
of all ages. Tickets for the evening are $50 
per couple and $20 for each additional 
girl 17 and younger. Patrons can purchase 
tickets at the White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Monday through Saturday from 10:00 

a.m. - 7:30 p.m., March 2 through March 
23.  

Saturday, March 28
Steffi Nossen School of Dance Gala 

and Benefit Concert. Celebrating the 
school’s 78th annual Benefit Week, 
this fundraiser will feature the school’s 
top pre-professional ensembles. The 
evening’s honoree is Nancy Lushington, 
the current artistic advisor and former 
artistic director of the Steffi Nossen Dance 
Foundation. The evening also includes a 
silent auction. Performing Arts Center at 
SUNY Purchase, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. Silent auction and cocktails at 
6 p.m. Performance at 8 p.m. $50 to $175. 
Info and tickets: 914-328-1900 or www.
steffinossen.org.

Edward Arron & Friends. This string 
quintet  lends itself to camaraderie, and 
with a theme of friendship, Arron brings 
together alumni of Caramoor’s Rising 
Stars mentoring program and Artistic 
Director Pamela Frank for an evening 
of inspiring chamber music. Caramoor 
Center for Music and the Arts, 149 Girdle 
Ridge Rd., Katonah. 8 p.m. $15, $15, $35, 
$45 and $55. Info and tickets: 914-232-
1252 or visit www.caramoor.org.

Firefighters Charity Cup. The White 
Plains Firefighters will take on the 
Westchester Firefighters in a Battle of 
the Bravest. All proceeds of the hockey 
match will benefit Ronald McDonald 
House of the Greater Hudson Valley.  
This is the 20th annual charity cup held 
by the firefighters. The event will take 
place at 3:30 p.m. at the Ebersole Ice 
Rink in White Plains.  Last year Ronald 
McDonald House of the Greater Hudson 
Valley was thrilled to receive a $19,300 
check from PFFA Local 274. 

Whiskey Festival. At the Harrison 
Wine Vault, 289 Halstead Ave., Harrison. 
Sample over 35 different whiskeys 
including rare and special bottlings; 2 to 
5 p.m. $10 entrance fee will be donated to 
Pet Rescue.

Go Green From St. Pat’s to Earth Day – Recycle Your Shoes
The City of White Plains is challenging 

residents to clean out their closets and 
donate their gently used shoes to a City-
wide shoe recycling effort as part of the 
City’s celebration of Earth Day. This 
month-long green effort kicked off March 
17, St. Patrick’s Day, and will culminate at 
the City’s Annual Sustain White Plains 
event on Saturday, April 18.

This is the third year White Plains 
will undertake a shoe collection and 
recycling drive. In the past two years, 
local businesses, religious organizations, 
neighborhood associations and schools 

collected over 12,000 pairs of shoes that 
were diverted from the waste stream and 
went on to find a new life where they 
are greatly needed. The City has once 
again partnered with Soles for Souls 
(www.soles4souls.org) on this recycling 
initiative.  

Donating your shoes couldn’t be easier. 
Collection boxes are conveniently located 
in these city buildings for drop off during 
regular business hours: 

• City Hall:  255 Main Street
• Library:  100 Martine Avenue
• Youth Bureau:  11 Amherst Place

• Gillie Recreation Center:  11 
Gedney Way

•Ebersole Skating Rink:  110 Lake 
Street

In addition, the White Plains School 
District is again partnering with the City 
to aid in our recycling efforts. Families 
with children in the public schools will 
also be able to drop off shoes at the Soles 
for Souls drop boxes located in each 
school building.

Shoes will be sorted over the weekend 
of April 18 at Ebersole Ice Rink. Shoes 
will continue to be collected at Ebersole 

until they are counted and shipped.
Earth Day will be celebrated in White 

Plains on April 18 from Noon to 4 p.m. in 
the city’s downtown. For the second year 
in a row Earth Day celebrants can enjoy 
a free film screening. This year’s film will 
be DisneyNature’s “Monkey Kingdom.” 
The film will be shown at City Center to 
400 moviegoers. Visit the City of White 
Plains website, www.cityofwhiteplains.
com, and click “Our Community/Parades 
and Festivals” for more information.
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