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Neither snow nor rain shall keep the White Plains Saint Patrick’s Day Parade from its route. Despite heavy rain at times, the intrepid marchers, kept to the 
beat of  the drums and music of  the bagpipes as they made their way down Mamaroneck Avenue, walking among the painted green shamrocks, to Main 
Street in White Plains Saturday.  You could not see all the plaids and uniforms as they were covered by raincoats and ponchos, but the smiles were still 
bright. Pictured in the inset photo (l to r) White Plains Councilwoman Beth Smayda, Councilman John Kirkpatrick, State Assemblyman David Buchwald and 
Mayor Thomas Roach. More photos on Page 6.
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 

twitter.com/@ExaminerMedia

White Plains St. Pat’s Parade Proceeds Despite Heavy Rain

D. Thomas 
Miniatures

By Pat Casey
Despite a formal announcement by the 

Sisters of the Divine Compassion (RDC) 
that Our Lady of Good Counsel Academy 
High School (GCA) would close in June 
2015, an organization of parents, teachers 
and alumnae are continuing the fight to 
keep the school open, or at least keep the 
tradition going.

Acting as spokeswoman for Save the 
Good Counsel Community Now, Inc., 
Laura Finneran, a member of the Save 
GCA Steering Committee, was a guest on 
the WFAS AM morning show Friday.

Her appearance on the show was part 

of an ongoing action plan by Save GCA to 
alert the public through the media to the 
demise of affordable Catholic education 
for girls and the organization’s attempts 
to purchase the GCA campus at 52 N. 
Broadway in White Plains.

Even though Save GCA made an all 
cash bid for the property in January 2015, 
just before the announcement was made 
to close the school, they say in a February 
12 press release that they were ignored.

The amount of the offer has not been 
made public, but Save GCA claims on 
their website that CBRE, the Stamford-

Greenburgh Supervisor Puts Pressure 
on Post Office

Acknowledging what many of us have 
experienced over the past year and most 
notably during recent months – the lack 
of reliable mail delivery – Greenburgh 
Town Supervisor Paul Feiner has put 
pressure on members of Congress, local 
postmasters and the United States Postal 
Service liaisons in Washington DC to try 
to fix the situation.

Earlier this month Feiner put the 
question out to his constituents. He 
asked for feedback on mail delivery and 
wanted the complaints and stories sent 
to his email so he could make sure each 
situation would be investigated.

Last year, Feiner says 80 complaints 
were filed and many were solved. This 
year he hopes service will get better.

Outstanding among the complaints are 
the number of people who received their 
neighbors’ mail in their boxes and those 
who had mail delivery on bad weather 
days only to receive their mail thrown 
onto a porch or left in an open box where 
it became soaked and impossible to read.

For those neighbors walking their 
neighbors’ mail over to them, it’s not 
clear how many are getting any of their 
undelivered statements or bills, even 
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continued on page 2 continued on page 4

Harrison to Build 
Affordable Housing
By Pat Casey 

The long-awaited development at 
Harrison’s Metro North Train Station is 
slated to move forward with seven units 
of affordable housing due to a $1 million 
subsidy from Westchester County’s 
Industrial Development Agency.

The announcement was made 
Friday that the transit-oriented Avalon 
development will set aside 5 percent of 
its 143 residential units at below market 
“affordable” rents.

The development is a project of the 
MTA, which owns the property, the 
developer, AvalonBay Communities, 
the Town of Harrison and Westchester 
County.

While other municipalities, such as 
White Plains, have affordable housing 
laws on their books requiring developers 
of market rate housing to set aside a 
percentage of affordable units, and other 
members of the disbanded Westchester 

continued on page 2

Supporters Continue Fight to Save 
GCA High School
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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Consortium of Municipalities that have 
been required by a settlement with HUD 
to include a model ordinance requiring 10 
percent of affordable units in market-rate 

developments have done so, Harrison has 
been a hold out. 

The county will provide up to $1 
million in subsidies for seven apartments 
and in exchange the county expects those 
units to be counted toward Westchester’s 
obligation to develop 750 units of 
affordable housing under the 2009 
settlement reached between the federal 
government and the County. The MTA’s 
involvement in the project includes giving 
its 3.3-acre site to AvalonBay in exchange 

for 475 commuter spaces in a parking 
garage to be built by the developer.

While County Executive Robert 
Astorino expressed satisfaction that the 

plan “is an example of how 
housing gets built and home 
rule and local zoning is still 
respected,” and Harrison 
Mayor Ron Belmont is glad 
to finally get the project 
underway, the County 
Legislator for Harrison District 
5 had a bit more to say.

Legislator Ben Boykin 
(D-White Plains, Scarsdale 
and West Harrison)  said: “I 
am pleased to see that Harrison 
will add affordable units to 
the Metro-North Avalon 
development. While this is a 

start, I would like to have more 
than 5 percent affordable units 

at this project. The other multi-family 
projects that are being considered for 
Harrison should also include affordable 
housing units. These affordable units will 
provide opportunities for our working 
families to remain in Westchester 
County.”

Occupants of the affordable units will 
be determined through a lottery among 
qualified applicants whose income does 
not exceed 60 percent of Westchester’s 
median income. 

Satellite view of  the area around the Harrison Metro-North Train 
Station.

monthly payments or new credit cards 
redirected towards them. In many cases 
it seems the incorrectly delivered mail – 
stays undelivered.

Even prompt delivery of Netflix 
DVDs has become a problem, as have 
pharmaceutical orders that were made 
online.

For those residents who are happy 
with their postal service delivery, it 
seems they have a carrier they know by 
name who they see almost everyday.
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County Board of Legislators Initiates Legal Action to Recover Federal Funds
By Neal Rentz

In an effort to recoup millions of dollars 
of lost federal funds, the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators voted on 
Monday to initiate legal action against 
the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD).
The legislation, approved by a 14-0 

vote, authorized County Attorney 
Robert Meehan to sue HUD and other 
“appropriate parties” over the withholding 
of Community Development Block Grants 

(CDBG) for 2012, 2013 and 2014 and for 
Lead Hazard Reduction Demonstration 
Grant funds from last year. 

Board Majority Whip Lyndon Williams 
(D-Mount Vernon) said prior to the vote 
the county was seeking to recover CDBG 

monies of $5.2 million 
from 2012, $5.3 million 
from 2013 and $5.4 
million from 2014. 

Board Chairman 
Michael Kaplowitz 
(D-Somers) said legal 
action was necessary 
against the federal 
government to return 
“some of the tax dollars 
taken from Westchester.” 

The Board of 
Legislators decision 
was in response to the 
recent ruling by the 
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Second Circuit 
that determined HUD’s 
actions in withholding 
Westchester’s grant 

money were subject to judicial review.
The Feb. 18 decision stemmed from 

HUD holding back the money because it 
concluded the county was noncompliant 
with portions of the 2009 affordable 
housing settlement. That decision 
requires the two parties return to U.S. 

District Court Judge Denise Cote. 
In its decision, the Court of Appeals 

said the agency did not have discretionary 
power to withhold funds because there 
are statutes limiting its authority. HUD 
had rejected the county’s Analysis of 
Impediment (AI), which has become a 
major sticking point between the federal 
government and the county. 

HUD had been demanding that an 
acceptable AI be filed because some of 
Westchester’s communities subject to the 
settlement were found to have potential 
exclusionary zoning.

The Board of Legislators’ action on 

Monday differed from its decision last 
year not to pursue lost funds from 2012-
14, which placed it at odds with County 
Executive Rob Astorino.

The Court of Appeals’ decision last 
month allows the county to pursue  
$750,000 in grant money from 2011. That 
was the portion of money from that year 
which hadn’t been reallocated to other 
areas of the United States.

Legislators who were absent for 
Monday’s vote were Peter Harckham 
(D-North Salem), Ken Jenkins 
(D-Yonkers), Virginia Perez (D-Yonkers) 
and Bernice Spreckman (R-Yonkers).
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year, trade relations 
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the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
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of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
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from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      
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By Nick antonaccio

The Westchester County Board of  Legislators on Monday approved to 
sue the federal Department of  Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
in hopes of  recouping millions of  dollars in lost funding.
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Supporters Continue Fight to Save GCA High School
continued from page 1
based real estate firm marketing the 
property, has asked for developers to 
offer bids in excess of $23 million to $26 
million.

Undaunted, the group continues to seek 
a solution. 

A March 3 letter from Monsignor 
Edward Barry, Pastor at Saint Barnabas 
Catholic Girls High School in the 
Woodlawn section of the Bronx, addressed 
to Laura Finneran and her husband 
Timothy, a co-founder and officer of Save 
GCA, was the focus of the WFAS segment.

In that letter, Msgr. Barry offers his 
support and states that he had previously 
made an offer to the now dissolved GCA 
High School Board inviting them to take 
over control of St. Barnabas High School, 
rename the school Good Counsel, and 
at one dollar a year rent, would act as 
landlord.

That offer was declined by the GCA 
Board and the monsignor now wonders 
if Save GCA might be as interested in St. 
Barnabas High School as they are in the 
existing GCA campus.

In an email, Finneran told The White 
Plains Examiner that she could not 
comment on whether Save GCA was 
interested in pursuing the Bronx property 
because it might jeopardize current 
negotiations. She would not say what 
those negotiations were.

The Leadership team of the RDC 

through its marketing firm Thompson 
& Bender also said they would not 
comment, nor would Laura Donovan, 
RDC, principal of GCA High School.

At this time Save GCA does not have 
possession of the Good Counsel High 
School charter.

Our Lady of Good Counsel Elementary 
School, also located at 52 N. Broadway, 
was given the same July 1, 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team 
and earlier this year announced its plans 
to open in September 2015 at the site  
of the former Holy Name of Jesus School 
in Valhalla. 

The sale of the 16-acre site at 52 N. 
Broadway comes at a time when other 
Catholic girl’s schools are closing. Our 
Lady of Victory, Dobbs Ferry, shut its 
doors in 2011 and some of that student 
body was absorbed into GCA. St. Pius 
Girls High School, Bronx, also closed in 
2011.

What all of these schools have in 
common is that they were established 
by Catholic organizations, some on the 
cutting edge of an American-style of 
Christian justice emerging during the 
late 1800s into early1900s, to educate 
immigrant children –mostly European, 

many Irish-- so they could find jobs. They 
eventually became college preparatory 
schools, and grew tremendously during a 
sort of Catholic School heyday during the 
1960s. 

With the recent recession, the financial 
status of schools offering a Catholic 
education took a tremendous downturn. 

According to the National Catholic 
Educational Association, enrollment in 
the nation’s Catholic schools has steadily 
dropped to less than half of its peak at five 
million students 40 years ago. 

GCA was founded by Mother Mary 
Veronica, a wealthy New Yorker and a 
divorcee, who converted to Catholicism 
after raising a family. She founded the 
Sisters of the Divine Compassion with 
another Catholic convert, Monsignor 
Thomas Preston, and moved the order 
and the children they supported to White 
Plains a little over a century ago. The high 
school received its absolute charter in 
1945. 

GCA has a diverse student population, 
serving families from all over 
Westchester County, as well as the Bronx. 
Approximately 45 percent of the girls in 
the school come from Yonkers, and the 
rest come from other areas within a radius 
of about 25 miles.  During the 2014-15 
academic year the tuition was $9,900.

The Sisters of the Divine Compassion 
continued on page 5

GCA students at a recent candle light vigil, held to gather support to keep the high school open.
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2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts and more to come at Somers Custom Framing!

continued from page 4
also have a girl’s college preparatory high 
school in the Throgs Neck section of the 
Bronx. Preston High School, founded 
in 1947, serves students from Bronx, 
Queens, Manhattan and Westchester. The 
2014-15 tuition was $8,945.

Saint Barnabas High School, inspired by 
the Sisters of Charity and their foundress 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, converted to a girls 
only school in 1928. The existing building 
was constructed in 1960. Tuition is $7,500 
a year.

In building a plan for Good Counsel 
High School, Save GCA notes on its 
website that they worked out a 20-
year plan for the facilities needs and 
determined that they had to get the 
current enrollment at 400, including the 
2015 graduating class, up to 600 to 800 
students.

In Msgr. Barry’s letter, he indicates that 
the current enrollment at St. Barnabas is 
just over 200 students and the school is at 
risk of financial failure.

Addressing the declining enrollment 
at Catholic high schools, particularly 
girl’s schools, Save GCA noted on its site: 
There is “a grave disparity in the number 
of seats (and cost thereof) available to 
Girls for single sex Catholic High School 
in Westchester when compared to what 
is available for Boys. Per our estimates, 
presently there are currently over 45 
percent more seats available for Boys in 

single sex Catholic High Schools than 
there are for Girls and the cost for Girls 
schools is on average 20 percent more 
than Boys Schools. We consider this to 
be a shocking disparity and a clear crisis 
for Catholic Girls in Westchester County 
and Westchester’s Catholic Community 
at large.”

For comparison, we looked at the 
tuition costs at other local Catholic girl’s 
and boy’s schools. 

The Ursuline School, New Rochelle, 
founded and run by the Order of St. 
Ursula is a girl’s high school established 
in 1916. It moved to its current location 
on North Avenue in 1929. The 2014-
2015 tuition was $17,680. The School 
of the Holy Child girl’s high school was 
established in 1904 and in 1956 moved 
to its current location in Rye. Guided by 
the educational philosophy of Cornella 
Connelly, founder of the Society of the 
Holy Child Jesus, the 2015-16 upper 
school (grades 9-11) tuition is $31,200, 
Grade 12 $32,200. 

White Plains’ Archbishop Stepinac 
Boy’s High School, founded in 1948, 
2015-16 tuition will be $10,000. Iona 
Preparatory School Upper School (Grades 
9-12), New Rochelle, founded in 1916, 
moved to current campus in 1967, 2015-
16 tuition $16,400. Fordham Preparatory 
School, officially named in 1937, 2015-16 
tuition is $18,410.

Trafficking Victims Protection and 
Justice Act Passed by NYS Assembly

The Trafficking Victims Protection 
and Justice Act (A.506), written 
by Assemblywoman Amy Paulin 
(D-Scarsdale), was passed by the NYS 
Assembly and is on its way to Governor 
Cuomo to be signed into law. 

“I can’t begin to say how thrilled I am 
that the Trafficking Victims Protection 
and Justice Act has finally passed,” Paulin 
said. “Human trafficking is a heinous 
crime in which pimps take advantage 
of some of the most vulnerable in our 
society. It’s a $32 billion industry and of 
the approximately 27 million people who 
are trafficked each year, the majority are 
girls and young women. 

Paulin continued, “New York is a 
leading entry, transit and destination 
point for trafficking victims with young 
women being sexually exploited in all 
regions of the state, urban, suburban and 
rural It is about time that we are holding 
the traffickers and buyers accountable, 
clamping down on a practice that harms 
so many people, contributes to the death 
of many and strips away a person’s basic 
human dignity.”

In addition to making sex trafficking 
a Class B violent felony, A506 creates 
three aggravated patronizing offenses 
when the person being patronized 
is a minor.   Previously, an individual 
convicted of patronizing a minor for the 
services of prostitution would receive a 
lesser penalty than one who rapes a minor 
of the same age. This distinction undercut 
“safe harbor laws” in place and common 
understanding that minors in prostitution 
are sexually exploited children. Imposing 
a lesser penalty for individuals who pay 
to abuse suggests that the exchange of 
money minimizes the magnitude of 
the offense. Also, the bill improves the 
school-zone prostitution law by making 
the offense of patronizing a person for 
prostitution within the vicinity of a school 
a Class E felony.

The passing of this bill in the Assembly 
also represents a victory for Paulin in 
that she was able to get it voted on as a 

stand-alone rather than keeping it as 
part of the Governor’s 10-point Women’s 
Agenda. The Assembly would not vote on 
the bill as a stand-alone in each of the last 
two years because it wanted to pass the 
10-point agenda as a whole rather than 
vote on pieces of it. 

“That my colleagues were willing to 
get over partisan politics and vote on this 
bill as a stand-alone is significant,” Paulin 
said. “In doing so, they did the right thing 
and decided that helping the victims of 
these crimes was far more important than 
waging a political battle.” 

The New York State Senate passed the 
TVJPA earlier this year. 

Amy Paulin



March 17- March 23, 20156 The White Plains Examiner

11December 30 - January 5, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com

Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

White Plains Youth Bureau  
Open House Saturday

On Saturday, March 21, from 1 to 
4 p.m. the City of White Plains Youth 
Bureau will hold a Summer Program 
Open House to highlight the programs 
offered by the Youth Bureau during the 
summer months. It will take place at 
Eastview Middle School Gymnasium on 
Main Street.

The program will include information 
and education on a variety of summer 
programs including the opportunity 
to register for the 2015 Bits N’ Pieces 
Summer Tutorial Camp. Applications 
will be available for the Let’s Get Ready 
SAT Prep program, which offers eligible 

students an eight-week tutorial on the 
SAT Exam.  Additionally, parents can 
register for the Youth Bureau’s Summer 
STEM initiative (space is limited), and 
the summer Healthy & Fit for Life Boot 
Camp.  Aubrey Lynch, former dancer 
and choreographer with the Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater and former 
Associate Producer of Disney’s The Lion 
King will launch ALEEArts, a two week 
Theater Arts program offering students 
training in dance and music.

The majority of programs offered by 
the Youth Bureau are free for White 
Plains residents. 

White Plains 18th Annual 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade

By Pat Casey
Despite the rainy weather, on Saturday, March 14th the 

City of White Plains wore the green for the 18th Annual 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade. This year’s Grand Marshall was 
Mary Beth Walsh, MD, the Executive Medical Director 
and CEO of Burke Rehabilitation Hospital in White 
Plains. 

Marching down Mamaroneck Avenue on green 
painted shamrocks, the event featured 22 bands, seven 
floats and 80 community groups and organizations. 

Former and current White Plains St. Patrick’s Day parade 
Grand Marshalls, including Burke’s own John McCarthy (left) 
and Donald Foley (right). 

Representatives of  Burke Rehabilitation Hospital, which celebrates its 100th year in 2015, marched behind the 
Burke banner in this year’s White Plains St. Patrick’s Day parade.

The White Plains Police Motorcycle Unit kicked off  the parade with lights flashing and sirens blaring – a real smile-
maker on a rainy day.

A few young marines toughing it out.

The White Plains 
Beautification Foundation 
is celebrating it’s Golden 
Anniversary this year. 
As spring unfolds tens 
of  thousands of  golden 
daffodil bulbs will bloom all 
over the city in a special 
celebration. This float 
on a truck was probably 
the most appreciative of  
Saturday’s rainstorm.
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D. Thomas Fine Miniatures, Hastings-on-Hudson
By Pat Casey

Looking into a miniature recreation of 
an historical or even modern day room 
scene is very compelling and pulls the 
viewer into a perspective that creates a 
different experience for everyone.

That’s what Darren Scala, owner of D. 
Thomas Miniatures sees happen when 

people stop by his shop at Movie House 
Mews in Hastings-on-Hudson. “There is 
something very seductive about scale,” he 
says. “It draws you in.” When people stop 
by his shop, they are charmed.

For Scala, working with miniatures is 
something he has been interested in since 
he was young, but passion for the art form 
began to really take hold when he started 
looking for a new career when the world 
of marketing he had been in for 25 years 
began to free fall with the economy in 
2009.

Scala began collecting unique miniature 
reproductions and antiques and built a 

workshop in his home 
where he could craft 
his own items. It soon 
dawned on him that he 
could turn his growing 
passion into a business. 
“Why don’t I do this full 
time?” he asked himself. 
So he put together a plan and began 
networking and in November 2014, 
he opened his shop in the midst of the 
Holiday shopping season.

Located in a former movie house, Scala 
has the perfect backdrop for his miniatures 
collection, which he includes in a gallery 
cabinet and customers are invited to view. 
All items are custom selected.

Scala visits shows, networks with other 
collectors and artisans and hunts down 
items for his clients. With good foot traffic 
in the Movie House Mews shopping 
arcade, he is building an audience and a 
community of miniatures enthusiasts.

Building that community is an 
important part of Scala’s plan.

Right now, items built to one-twelfth 
scale seem to be what customers are 
looking for Scala explains. The scaled 
down furniture fits into a scaled down 
architectural structure that sets the scope 

of the display. The work is very 
intricate.

There are no dolls. “This is all 
about fantasy,” Scala explains, 
adding that some hobbyists 
do add dolls, but that many 
do not because they interfere 
with the perspective view.

Part of Scala’s business includes offering 
workshops and seminars. He invites in 
professionals and artisans who provide 
hands-on training.

In the spring Scala plans to announce 
a three-day workshop series. The events 
are fun and informal, usually including 
refreshments and a social atmosphere.

On April 25 and 26, during the River 
Arts Studio Tour, Scala will debut with an 
open house and cocktail party, a special 
exhibit, now being built by well-known 
artisan Hernan Buljevich. The exhibit is 
modeled after a landmark restaurant and 
pub in Spain.

On exhibit now is the Glass Mansion, 
which will be on view until April 15.

Scala invites everyone to visit his 
website at dthomasminiatures.com 
to view his collection and check out 
upcoming events.

He also advises customers to check 
back later in the spring when he intends 
to include an e-commerce component 
to his site to allow purchase of items 
directly online.

In the meantime, the shop is open 
Tuesday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and 12 to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Closed on 
Mondays. Evening appointments can be 
arranged.

The address is 579 Warburton Avenue 
#6, Hastings-on-Hudson; 914-231-
9871. There is a delightful watchmaker 
next door and a great coffeehouse in the 
buildings – so you can take some time and 
make an afternoon of it.
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Business
of the 
Week

 Darren Thomas Scala is the owner of  D. Thomas 
Fine Miniatures, Hastings-on-Hudson.

Artisan framed print

Bed with hand-painted upholstery.
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An Open Letter Regarding the Sale of the Good Counsel Schools Property
Regarding the sale of the Good 

Counsel Schools property in White 
Plains: Let us see it for what it is: 

It is as if someone you have lived with, 
someone you have trusted, suddenly takes 
over your house, shuts you in the cellar 
and ignores your cries, calls in moving 
vans to carry off the material and spiritual 
goods that have sustained you, then pulls 
down the house as they leave. 

In this case, the forces of law and order 
that might be expected to prevent such an 
outrage are standing aside and letting it 
happen, claiming no responsibility in the 
matter.

Here is the reality behind the analogy: 
“Someone you have trusted” - The 

Sisters of the Divine Compassion 
(RDC) is a religious congregation of 
women devoted to the education of 
girls and women; it began building its 
motherhouse, dedicated to Our Lady of 
Good Counsel, in White Plains, in the 
1890s. In May of 2014 Sr. Carol Wagner, 
the current, narrowly elected president 
of the RDC, and her four-member 
leadership council announced that bids 
on the 16-acre property were being 
solicited and that the buildings must 
be vacated by July 1, 2015.  The reason 
Sr. Carol Wagner gives for “marketing” 
the property is that it is too expensive to 
maintain and that the Congregation, now 
numbering 80 women, needs the money 
for the future welfare of the Sisters.

“Takes over the house” - The property, 
on North Broadway in White Plains, 
comprises 11 buildings on the National 
Register of Historic Places, including 
the Chapel (1897), an architectural 
gem built to designs drawn by the 

Congregation’s foundress. In acting to 
sell, Sr. Carol Wagner ignored a clause 
in the RDC’s Constitution that requires 
any such important move to be voted on 
by an assembly of elected members of 
the Congregation. No such vote has ever 
taken place.

“Ignores your cries” - The announcement 
of the sale was a profound shock to 
the Sisters. In an informal vote taken 
by a group of Sisters who oppose this 
move, 57 percent of the Congregation 
said they wanted more time and an 
opportunity for open dialogue. The 
Sisters currently living on the campus 
are, in effect, being evicted. Pleas to 
the leadership, to allow at least a year’s 
time for a fundraising campaign, have 
been rejected. Indeed, Sr. Carol Wagner 
has repeatedly refused to entertain any 
proposal for a more gradual, humane, 
and successful transition to financial 
stability. How will the millions of dollars 
realized from the sale be used? She will 
not say. The supposed financial benefits 
will in no way match the enormity of the 
loss—to the cause of Catholic education 
in Westchester, to the lay educators who 
will lose their jobs, to the cultural life of 
White Plains.

“To carry off the material and spiritual 
goods”- Over the last 125 years the 
women of the RDC have staffed and 
administered 12 elementary schools, 
three high schools, and one college. 
Good Counsel embodies this legacy; 
selling it will destroy not just the White 
Plains schools, but the Sisters’ shared 
purpose and identity. 

The Sisters living on the campus (some 
in their 80s) have been told to vacate by 

May 31, 2015. For months they have 
had the anxiety of not knowing where 
they will be housed. Recently they were 
given an option: Either move into a 
large, vacant convent in Yonkers, or find 
someplace to live on their own. They are 
kept in ignorance as to what financial 
aid, if any, they will receive. 

For the City of White Plains, friend and 
host to Good Counsel for over a century, 
the sale means the loss of precious green 
space and a beloved cultural institution.

“Then pulls down the house” - 
Presumably a new owner would have the 
right to demolish all the buildings on the 
property, even the superb Chapel of the 
Divine Compassion. How lamentable 
that this small work of design genius 
and sacred history could be put to the 
wrecking ball!  

“The forces of law and order”- The 
friends of Good Counsel have waited 
for a gentle word from the Archdiocese 
of New York, counseling caution and 
deeper investigation into possible ways 
to save Good Counsel. No such word has 
come.

The “marketers” of the property have 
refused even to acknowledge an eight-
figure, all-cash offer, made by Save 
the Good Counsel Community Now, 
Inc., with detailed plans to renovate 
the buildings, enlarge and improve the 
schools, and create income-producing 
structures. Instead, in their obstinacy 
and secrecy, the main actors in this 
travesty have been allowed to move it 
toward a tragic conclusion, the closing of 
Good Counsel. 

–Save the Good Counsel Community 
Now, Inc.

Thomas Langan
Thomas J. Langan Jr. of Boynton Beach, 

Fla. and formerly of White Plains died on 
March 5. He was 94. Langan was born in 
the Bronx on May 14, 1920. He retired 
in 1983 as president of the County Trust 
Region of the Bank of New York and had 
been president since 1972. A World War 
II Marine Corps officer, he would later 
graduate from New York Law School and 
the Graduate School of Banking of the 
American Bankers Association at Rutgers 
University. During his banking career, he 
was on the faculty of that school as well as 
at the National Mortgage School at Ohio 
State University. 

Active in civic affairs, he was at various 
times president of Cardinal McCloskey 
Children and Family Services; chairman 
of the White Plains Zoning Board of 
Appeals; president of the Academy 
of St. Vincent De Paul in Tarrytown 
and its successor St. Vincent De Paul 
Foundation, Inc.; president of the Legal 
Aid Society of Westchester County; a 
member of the Advisory Council of Pace 

University; and president of Tamarack 
Country Club in Greenwich, Conn. After 
retiring, he was a director of the Bank of 
Westbury, a director of Carney Bank and 
its successors and a governor of the Quail 
Ridge Property Owners Association in 
Boynton Beach.

He is survived by his wife, Christina 
R. Langan, of Boynton Beach. He was 
predeceased by his wife, Flora E. Langan, 
and is survived by their children, Thomas 
R. (Christine) Langan of Pleasantville, 
Barbara (William) Mahoney of Cortlandt 
Manor, Marie (George) Marsh of 
Poolesville, Md. and Nancy (Stephen) 
Fischer of Armonk. He is also survived 
by 10 grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren (with a ninth expected 
soon). He was also predeceased by his 
grandson, Dennis Marsh. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
donations to the Bethesda Hospital 
Foundation in Boynton Beach, Fla. or 
St. Vincent De Paul Foundation, Inc. in 
Peekskill.

Letters 
Policy

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 

to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters 

are subject to editing and may 
be withheld from publication 
on the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. 

The White Plains Examiner 
requires that all letter writers 

provide their name, address and 
contact information. 
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Westchester County District Attorney
Vehicular Homicide. Erik Refvik 

(DOB 12/17/79) of 42 Barker Avenue, 
White Plains, a former firefighter, was 

arraigned on a 
16-count indictment 
charging him 
with Aggravated 
Vehicular Homicide, 
Manslaughter, and 
Aggravated Driving 
While Intoxicated 
among other 
charges relating to 
the death of Reyda 

La Madrid and the 
serious injuries to Edgar Lopez.

According to the District Attorney’s 
allegations, on November 3, 2014 at 
approximately 4:30 a.m., the defendant 
while operating his 2001 Chevrolet 
Tahoe at approximately 65 miles per hour 
collided with a 2000 Honda Civic that 
was waiting at a traffic light. The force of 
the head-on collision pushed the Honda 
nearly half a football field down South 
Lexington Avenue in White Plains, killing 
the passenger and seriously injuring the 
driver. 

The DA further alleges that over a 
span of nearly 12 hours preceding the 
collision, the defendant was seen on video 

drinking at a minimum of four bars on 
Mamaroneck Avenue in downtown White 
Plains including The Brazen Fox, Hudson 
Grille, Copper Face Jacks and Black Bear.

At the time of the collision, experts put 
the defendant’s blood alcohol content 
at .21, more than 2-1/2 times the legal 
limit. In addition, he had a cocktail of 
exacerbating substances in his system, 
which consisted of cocaine, clonazepam, 
and bath salts.

The defendant was arrested at the 
Westchester Medical Center the same day 
of the accident by the White Plains police.

Bail was increased to $50,000. The 
defendant’s next court appearance will 
be on March 26, 2015. Refvik faces a 
maximum sentence of 25 years in prison. 

Assistant District Attorneys Michelle 
Lopez and Jonathan Strongin of the 
Superior Court Trial Division are 
prosecuting the case.

Greenburgh Police Department
IRS Scam. On March 3 a Hartsdale 

resident reported to the Police Department 
that he had received a phone call from a 
male party stating that he was with the 
IRS and requesting money for unpaid 
taxes. The caller allegedly threatened 
arrest and criminal charges if payment 
was not made. The victim did not send 

any funds, but rather immediately called 
police. The phony IRS phone number on 
caller ID was 703-820-0416.

Assault. On the afternoon of March 
3 at a White Plains apartment building, 
police responded to a call on a dispute in 
the building’s elevator. On arrival, officers 
observed an empty elevator with a plastic 
container of rice spilled all over the floor. 
On taking the elevator up to the seventh 
floor, it was apparent that a disturbance 
had taken place because there was 
broken glass and hair extensions all over 
the hallway floor. On the seventh floor 
officers met with two alleged victims who 
said they were both attacked by another 
resident in the building. An argument 
had begun with one of the victims that 
resulted in a physical altercation as the 
elevator went up. That victim said she 
was pushed, punched, her hair pulled, 
and bitten. The altercation continued as 
the elevator opened up to the seventh 
floor and both parties continued into the 
hallway. The second victim, who was in 
her apartment on the seventh floor at the 
time, reports that when she heard yelling 
in the hallway, she went to see what was 
happening. She attempted to intervene 
but her hair was pulled, and she was 
punched and kicked. Both victims had 

minor injuries, were seen by EMS, but 
refused medical treatment. Photos were 
taken of the scene and all parties involved 
went to Police Headquarters for further 
investigation. A video from inside the 
elevator will be reviewed and may provide 
evidence toward an arrest in the incident.

Unlicensed Massage Therapy. On 
March 5, members of the Greenburgh 
Street Crime unit along with GDATF 
conducted arrests related to a long-term 
investigation of unauthorized practice 
of a profession occurring at numerous 
massage parlors within the township. 
Several men and women were arrested 
who did knowingly and unlawfully 
purport themselves as licensed massage 
therapists without proper licensing by 
accepting U.S. Currency from an under 
cover officer. All were transported to 
Police Headquarters where they were 
booked, processed, and issued DAT. 
The Greenburgh Building department 
was also on location to document any 
code violations and did place Prohibited 
Occupancy signs where necessary.

Police Blotter

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
INTERNAL MEDICINE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-940-2500
PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129

CARMEL: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

CORTLANDT MANOR:
GENERAL SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2315
OB/GYN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-1697

CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675

JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135

MAHOPAC:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-248-5556

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

erik Refvik

SMALL NEWS  
IS BIG NEWS
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Father-Daughter Chappaqua Authors Collaborate on Teen Novel

Filtering Natural Light at Home to Create or Fit Your Mood

By Janine Bowen
Erynn Altabef may only be a junior at 

Briarcliff High School, but she is now a 
published author. 

The 16-year-old collaborated with her 
father, Jeff Altabef, on “Wind Catcher,” 
the first book in a trilogy about a young 
Native American girl who hears voices 
and visions. Residents of Chappaqua, 
the Altabefs were influenced to write the 
novel while vacationing in Sedona, Ariz., 
two years ago. 

“The Red Rocks were just so inspiring 
and the Native American culture was 
very inspiring, so we kind of used that as 
the muse to begin the story,” Jeff Altabef 
explained. 

He’s always loved the Native American 
culture, but noted that many books 
and films depict Native Americans in a 
historical setting. This book, Erynn said, 
brings the Native American characters 
into a modern setting and focuses on 
issues that its population currently faces, 
such as poverty and the challenges of 
reservation life. 

Ruby Standing Deer, an author of 
historical Native American fiction, 
read through the manuscript of “Wind 
Catcher” to help the Altabefs with the 
Native American themes. 

Through their research and assistance 
from Standing Deer, the father-and-
daughter team was able to explore aspects 
of the culture that many readers may be 

unfamiliar with. For example, 
certain tribes keep their hair long 
because it is considered a source 
of power and mysticism, a tidbit 
that is incorporated into the plot. 

“All of a sudden, the 
stereotypical image makes sense 
and it’s a way of educating people 
about some parts of that culture,” 
Jeff Altabef said. 

Although her father has 
previously published several adult 
thrillers, the book marks Erynn’s 
first author credit. An avid reader 
of young adult books, she was 
well versed in what that audience 
would like and incorporated 
dialogue that today’s teens would 
use. 

When the pair first started 
working on the novel, Jeff wrote 
the majority of the story while his 
daughter read the manuscript and 
offered corrections and opinions. 
Erynn noted that she feels it’s 
easier to be hard on her father 
than it would be with another 
collaborator. 

“He has to love me, even when 
I’m hard on him,” she joked. 

They completed the second 
book in the series and have 
just sent it to the publisher. As 
the process progressed, Erynn 
advanced from giving opinions 

to making her own rewrites. The second 
part of the series features a large amount 
of content written by her. 

The Altabefs explained that as they 
began to develop the plot, the story became 
too elaborate to be covered adequately in 
one volume, so they decided to expand it 
to a trilogy. Erynn noted that many young 
adult novels today are released as a series. 

“Wind Catcher” will be officially 
released to the public on Saturday, 
but the book is currently available for 
preorder through Amazon and Barnes 
& Noble. It has already received several 
accolades, including being honored by 
Awesome Indies, an organization that 
sorts through small press publications to 
certify published works that are on par 
with those released by major publishing 
companies. In addition, the book received 
an excellence award from Mom’s Choice, 
an organization that examines products 
for quality and age appropriateness. 

The Altabefs agreed that “Wind 
Catcher” is a true young adult novel 
containing themes suitable for teenage 
readers.

To celebrate its release, Jeff and Erynn 
Altabef will host a book launch and 
signing party Saturday from 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. at Sherry B Dessert Studio at 65  
King St. in Chappaqua. The event will 
feature desserts and coffee as well as 
T-shirts, posters and other items related 
to the book. 

You might expect that a column about 
window shades and blinds would be 
somewhat ordinary and, honestly, when I 
set out with the assignment, that’s what I 
thought I’d deliver to you. 

But, that’s before I got to know Anthony 
Viverito, owner of Niles Floors & Blinds 
in Mohegan Lake, a virtual sunburst of a 
personality who led me on an adventure of 
education that went far beyond achieving 
privacy or blocking light through your 
windows.  

I walked into his store as a recent convert 
to “naked windows” in my new condo, 
having spent all my years in historic 
homes with windows heavily draped with 
side panels or swags and jabots or both, 
and sheers in between. 

“I want to breathe free and see forever 
from my big new windows from my fifth-
floor perch,” my wife told me. 

So far, our windows are completely 
unadorned. We undress for bed with 
confidence, unlike our last home where 
we had less privacy from the road below.  

So a column about the art of window 
dressing was going to be for “other 
people,” not me. But once under the spell 
of Viverito’s tutelage and the influence of 
some amazing new products from Hunter 
Douglas, displayed gorgeously as the main 
focus of Viverito’s showroom, I caved with 
nary a whimper. I learned in short order 

that the function of dressing 
your windows can address 
such practical matters as better 
insulating your home, as well 
as subtle and psychological 
issues, including filtering 
your perception of the outside 
world and even altering your 
environment to suit or change 
your mood. 

Yes, of course, I thought. If 
I’m spending effort and money 
for artificial lighting in my new 
pad, why don’t I think about 
the control of natural light 
as well?  For instance, while 
our bedroom in our former 
home faced north, there was 
no problem with the rising 
sun. Now that our bedroom 
faces east, the rising winter 
sun hits us square in the eye, 
awakening us in our bed. Why deal with 
that discomfort, I thought?

“Just look at the difference in the mood 
here,” Viverito beamed. He pressed a 
button and the blinds to his store window 
opened fully and the sunlight streamed in. 
Then he adjusted them to different levels, 
commenting on the subtle difference in 
light with each setting. 

“It’s amazing the technology that 
Hunter Douglas has put into its products,” 

he continued as he walked 
me through his highly 
styled showroom. “Not 
only in terms of materials 
but automation.”

“You mean, I can operate 
shades and blinds now by 
just pushing a button like 
my TV remote?” I asked?  

“Right,” he said. “Or, from 
a special app with settings 
called ‘Good Morning’ or 
‘Good Night’ that adjusts 
your blinds or shades just 
as you want them without 
getting out of bed.” 

Great, I thought, another 
reason for me to not get off 
my butt.

Viverito also reminded 
me that the blinds industry 
is heading toward cordless 

technology as a child safety factor. 
According to the U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, chords on blinds are 
on the commission’s list of the top five 
“hidden hazards” in the home. 

Next, we moved on to the wide range 
of materials and colors now available in 
window fashions, and the broad selection 
of opacities that offer varying degrees of 
privacy and light control. What surprised 
me most was learning that sheer and 

opaque serve a much more important 
function than just looking pretty;  they 
provide ultraviolet protection to help 
counter the harmful effects of sunlight. 
So, who knew?

Viverito also pointed out that with 
as much as half of a home’s heating and 
cooling energy lost through windows, 
shades can provide varying levels of 
insulation as well.

Now I ask you, with all the fresh takes, 
creative ideas and smart solutions for 
dressing windows that Viverito puts 
forth through his line of Hunter Douglas 
products, who would want to have their 
windows go naked? Is this me talking?

You can consult personally with this 
encyclopedic source of information at 
Niles Floors & Blinds, 1821 E. Main St. 
(Route 6) in Mohegan Lake. For more 
information, call 914-737-6780  or visit  
www.NilesFloorsandBlinds.com.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com).  His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog 
is: www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage  
the services of The Home Guru and his 
team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.
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Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.

erynn Altabef and her father, Jeff, will celebrate the release 
next week of  “Wind Catcher,” the first book of  a trilogy, with 
a book launch and signing Saturday at Chappaqua’s Sherry 
B Dessert Studio.
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 The Restaurant Examiner

Restaurateur to Open Mediterranean Eateries in Mt. Kisco, Harrison
By Jerry Eimbinder

Westchester will soon have 
two new restaurants serving 
Mediterranean-inspired food. 

An early April soft opening  is 
expected for 273 Kitchen, a 30-
seat establishment in Harrison, 
and in June for the 100-seat 251 
Lex in Mount Kisco in the space 
previously occupied by The 
Flying Pig.

The same four-person, 
executive team currently 
operating 8 North Broadway 
in Nyack will launch the two 
new eateries. The group is  led 
by chef and owner Constantine 
Kalandranis, executive chef 
Hichem Habbas, general 
manager/sommelier Richard 
Mitchell and co-general manager 
Louis Cea. The menus at the three 

restaurants have similarities but there will 
also be differences.

At 273 Kitchen, almost the entire menu 
will be devoted to small plates with an 
emphasis on the oyster bar. Wine and 
beer will be served but not other alcoholic 
beverages. The restaurant will have an 
open kitchen. 

“An open  kitchen creates a sense 
of intimacy and play; it heightens the 
entire dining experience,” Kalandranis 
remarked.

At 251 Lex, a more extensive menu than 
the one at the 65-seat 8 North Broadway 
will be available. Like  the Nyack 
restaurant, it will have a full-service bar. 
The restaurant has two floors with dining 
primarily on the second floor while a bar 
menu will be offered at the first-floor bar.

“The menu at 251 Lex will change only 
every couple of months or so,  whereas 
the menu at 8 North Broadway changes 
daily,” Kalandranis said. 

Whole roasted-animal service will be 
introduced at 251 Lex for individual guests 
with the type of animal changing from day 
to day. At most restaurants where this type 
of service is provided, group participation 
is usually required. The restaurant will also 
have outdoor seating, weather permitting, 
on the same patio where the spit roast will 
be cooked and carved.

“The animal could be lamb one day 
and pig or a whole side of beef the next,” 
Kalandranis said. “On a day when it’s 
lamb, we could  serve lamb soup and 
seasonal dips as well as carved roast lamb 
with lemon and oil.”

The signature dish at the restaurants 
will be sizzling octopus, served seven days 
a week as either an appetizer or entree.

An a la carte Sunday brunch 
with a different menu each 
week is offered at the Nyack 
location. All three restaurants 
will serve brunch  from 11:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Live jazz is 
planned for the Mount Kisco 
location on Sundays beginning 
at 4:30 p.m. starting on a  date 
that has yet to be announced.  

Kalandranis explained why 
all three restaurants have their 
addresses in their names. 

“We want patrons to feel 
they are walking into the 
dining room of a friend’s home 
in their neighborhood  — an 
unpretentious, comfortable 
place  to enjoy great wine, 
fresh seafood and seasonal 
preparations,” he said.  

Before opening 8 North 
Broadway, Kalandranis cooked 
at two Manhattan restaurants 

owned by Michael Psilakis, and he was 
the  executive chef and a member of the 
opening team for exo, a Mediterranean 
restaurant in Whitestone, Queens. 
Kalandranis, his wife Johna, and two-year-
old daughter Isla live in Mount Kisco. The 
family is expecting another child shortly.

Born and raised in Algeria, Habbas 
worked with Kalandranis at Ahthos and 
exo before 8 North Broadway. Mitchell 
left the financial industry to become 
assistant general manager at Stonebridge 
Restaurant and also worked at exo. Cea 
was born into an Italian family in the 
Bronx and working in the restaurant 
business. His father and uncle started 
Faille’s Pine Tree Inn in the 1940s and he 
was later part of a second generation to 
lead the restaurant. 

A sightseeing attraction at 8 North 
Broadway is its unusual copper bar.  On 
Tuesdays, selected wine by the bottle is 
offered at half price and on Wednesdays, 
oysters cost $1 from 5 to 10 p.m.  

251 Lex will be at 251 Lexington Ave. in 
Mount Kisco. 273 Kitchen will be located 
at 273  Halstead Ave. in Harrison near 
the Metro-North train station.  8 North 
Broadway is located in a more than 
100-year-old building at 8 North Broadway 
in Nyack. For more information, call 845-
353-1200.

House cured salmon gravlax with sheep yogurt tsatziki, pickled beets, rosemary hummus and fennel crackers, one of  the dishes 
that will be served at 251 Lex when it opens in Mount Kisco later this year.

Hot potato croquettes with harissa aioli, lime and dill. one of  the dishes that will be served at 251 Lex 
when it opens in Mount Kisco later this year.

Chef Constantine Kalandranis, the owner of  251 Lex and 273 Kitchen, two new Mediterranean restaurants 
that will open this spring in Mount Kisco and Harrison, respectively.

JeRRY eiMBiNDeR PHoToS
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 031715

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878

or e-mail classifieds
@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for  

the next week’s publication

adoption
A dream is a wish your heart makes, our 
wish is a baby to love. We're loving, edu-
cated, close family. Expenses paid. Danny/ 
Lorraine 1-866-997-7171

A childless young married couple, hands 
on mom/ devoted dad (she-31/ he-37) 
seeks to adopt. Financial security, expens-
es paid. Call/ text Mary & Adam 1-800-
790-5260

auCtions
AUCTION CHEMUNG COUNTY 
REAL PROPERTY TAX FORECLO-
SURES- 100+ Properties March 25 
@11AM. Holiday Inn, Elmira, NY. 800-
243-0061 HAR, Inc. & AAR, Inc. Free 
brochure: www.NYSAUCTIONS.com

Live Simulcast Bankruptcy Auction 
Case 13-10157, Hayes Iron & Metal, Inc. 
Office Bldg., Metal Frame Bldgs, Work-
shop, Shop Equip., Tools, Office Furnish-
ings & Equip., Providence, NC. 3/26/15 
at 10am. Auction at The Institute Con-
ference Center Barkhouser Auditorium, 
Danville, VA. 800-997-2248, NCAL3936/ 
VAAL580. www.ironhorseauction.com

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 315-400-0797 Today!

CarEEr opportunitiEs
WELDING CAREERS- Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation, 
automotive, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. CALL AIM 877-
206-4006

EvEnts
Rinaldi Flea Market Season Opening 
April 5th. Every Sunday through Octo-
ber.  900 Dutchess Turnpike Poughkeep-
sie. See you there! RINALDIFLEAMAR-
KETS.COM

finanCial aid
Parents! Having trouble with college 
funding?  Get personal help with finan-
cial aid forms for free grants. Visit www.
sourcesforstudents.com or call Paul An-
thony Rivers at (914)358-1700.

for salE
Privacy Hedges - SPRING Blowout Sale 
6ft Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HElp WantEd
PART-TIME LIBRARY CLERk, 10 to 
17 hours a week on a flexible schedule,   
Must have at least a high school degree, be 
experienced  with computers, courteous, 

service oriented and able to work with the 
public at a busy library circulation desk.  
Previous library experience preferred. 
Please send resume to cdonick@kentli-
brary.org, or stop by the Kent Public Li-
brary for an application. 

CAN YOU DIG IT? HEAvY EqUIP-
MENT OPERATOR CAREER! Receive 
Hands On Training And National Certi-
fications Operating Bulldozers, Backhoes 
& Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement. 
Veteran Benefits Eligible! 1-866-968-2577

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students! Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

in HomE pEt sittinG
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

land for salE
UPSTATE NY WATERFRONT! 11 acres- 
$69,900 Beautiful woods on bass lake 5 
miles to Cooperstown! Private setting for 
camp, cabin or year round home! Terms 
avail! 888-479-3394 NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

COOPERSTOWN LAND SALE! 5 acres- 
$24,900 5 mins to Village. Gorgeous 
wooded setting, priced at 60% BELOW 
MARKET! Town rd, utils, ez terms! 888-
905-8847 or newyorklandandlakes.com

lEGal notiCE
NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING
MOUNT PLEASANT CENTRAL 

SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIvEN that pur-
suant to a resolution adopted by the Board 
of Education of the Mount Pleasant Cen-
tral School District  (the “District”) that 
a special meeting of the qualified voters 
of said District be and the same is hereby 
called to be held in said District in the 
Westlake High School Gymnasium, West-
lake Drive, Thornwood, New York on 
Tuesday, March 24, 2015 from 7:00 a.m. 
until 9:00 p.m. for the purpose of voting 
on the following propositions:

PROPOSITION #1
Shall the Board of Education of the 
Mount Pleasant Central School District 
be authorized to (1) construct additions 
to and reconstruct various District build-
ings and facilities, including infrastruc-
ture and site work improvements, and 
acquire original furnishings, equipment, 
machinery or apparatus, at a maximum 
cost of $34,920,000, (2) expend such sum 
for such purpose, (3) levy the necessary 
tax therefore, to be levied and collected 
in annual installments in such years and 

in such amounts as may be determined 
by the Board of Education taking into ac-
count state aid; and (4) in anticipation of 
the collection of such tax, issue bonds and 
notes of the District at one time or from 
time to time in the principal amount not 
to exceed $34,920,000, and the levy of a 
tax to pay the interest on said obligations 
when due?

PROPOSITION #2
Shall the Board of Education of the Mount 
Pleasant Central School District be autho-
rized to (1) construct an addition to and 
reconstruct the auditorium and related 
music rooms, including site work, and 
acquire original furnishings, equipment, 
machinery or apparatus required for the 
purpose, at a maximum cost of $4,996,000, 
(2) expend such sum for such purpose, (3) 
levy the necessary tax therefore, to be lev-
ied and collected in annual installments 
in such years and in such amounts as may 
be determined by the Board of Education 
taking into account state aid; and (4) in 
anticipation of the collection of such tax, 
issue bonds and notes of the District at 
one time or from time to time in the prin-
cipal amount not to exceed $4,996,000, 
and the levy of a tax to pay the interest on 
said obligations when due?

PROPOSITION #3
Shall the Board of Education of the Mount 
Pleasant Central School District be autho-
rized to (1) construct a new access road 
to the District campus and construct 
grass athletic fields, at a maximum cost 
of $2,685,000, (2) expend such sum for 
such purpose, (3) levy the necessary tax 
therefore, to be levied and collected in 
annual installments in such years and in 
such amounts as may be determined by 
the Board of Education taking into ac-
count state aid; and (4) in anticipation of 
the collection of such tax, issue bonds and 
notes of the District at one time or from 
time to time in the principal amount not 
to exceed $2,685,000, and the levy of a 
tax to pay the interest on said obligations 
when due? 
The vote upon such propositions shall be 
by machine or absentee ballot.  The hours 
during which the polls shall be kept open 
shall be from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. pre-
vailing time or for as long thereafter as 
necessary to enable qualified voters who 
are in the polling place at 9:00 p.m. to cast 
their ballots. Personal registration of vot-
ers is required, and no person shall vote 
whose name does not appear on the reg-
ister of the District.  If a voter has here-
tofore registered pursuant to Section 2014 
of the Education Law and has voted at an 
annual or special district meeting within 
the last four (4) calendar years, he or she 
is eligible to vote at this meeting.  If a vot-
er is registered and eligible to vote under 
Article 5 of the Election Law, he or she is 
also eligible to vote at this meeting.  All 
other persons who wish to vote must reg-
ister.  Any person may register to vote not 
less than five (5) days preceding the vote 
between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the 
office of the District Clerk, 825 West Lake 
Drive, Thornwood, New York.  The regis-
ter prepared by the Board of Registration 

shall be filed in the office of the District 
Clerk, 825 West Lake Drive, Thornwood, 
New York and will be open for inspec-
tion immediately upon its completion by 
any qualified voter of the District from 
during regular school hours on each of 
the five days prior to the vote, except for 
Sunday, March 22, 2015. Absentee bal-
lots may be applied for at the office of the 
District Clerk.  Applications for absentee 
ballots must be received by the District 
Clerk at least seven days prior to the vote 
if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter, 
or on or prior to March 23, 2015, if the 
ballot is to be delivered personally to the 
voter.  Absentee ballots must be received 
by the District Clerk not later than 5:00 
p.m. on March 24, 2015.  A list of all per-
sons to whom absentee ballots shall have 
been issued will be available in the office 
of the District Clerk on each business day 
during school hours until the date of the 
vote.  Any qualified voter may challenge 
the acceptance of the ballot of any person 
on such list, by making his challenge and 
reasons therefor known to the Inspector 
of Election before the close of the polls.
        DATED:  FEBRUARY 4, 2015 

DISTRICT CLERk MTPLCSD  
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

misCEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

mortGaGEs
Your Homeownership Partner. The 
State of NY Mortgage Agency offers up to 
$15,000 down payment assistance. www.
sonyma.org. 1-800-382-HOME(4663)

vaCation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, March 17
Happy St. Patrick’s Day

Crossing Borders: Memory 
and Heritage in a New America. 
ArtsWestchester is hosting the opening  
of this exhibit, the first of 70 events 
throughout the county that comprise 
“ARTSEE: A Festival of New Work,” 
highlighting the work of new and first-
generation American artists who use 
their autobiographies and family history 
as an artistic tool to explore universal 
concerns of memory, heritage and 
identity. ArtsWestchester Gallery, 31 
Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains. 12 to 5 
p.m. Free. Exhibit continues through May 
2 (Tuesday through Saturday 12 to 5 p.m.). 
Info: Visit https://artswestchester.org.

Tuesdays at Dorry’s. Located in Mt. 
Kisco, Neighbors Link’s mission is “to 
strengthen the whole community by 
actively enhancing the healthy integration 
of immigrants.” Join Laura Newman for an 
overview of the recent Executive Action 
on Immigration by President Obama, the 
local impact, and how area organizations 
are working to assist immigrants who are 
eligible (or not) for relief from deportation. 
Conversation partners gather weekly for 
informal table talk. There is no charge. 
Just come and order your food from 
Sylvia and enjoy the discussion and the 
company. Please join us. No reservations 
are needed.  Presentation is 6 to 7 p.m. 
Food ordering starts at 5:30 p.m. Dorry’s 
Diner, 468 Mamaroneck Avenue, White 
Plains; 914-682-0005.

Wednesday, March 18
Noontime Getaway Concert. 

Violinist  Sarah  Crocker  Vonsattel  has 
been a member of the Detroit Symphony, 

and the Colorado Symphony. She has 
appeared as soloist with the Syracuse 
Symphony Orchestra, the Cleveland 
Institute of Music Orchestra, and at 
the Orfeo Music Festival in Vipiteno, 
Italy. She is joined by Jeewon Park at the 
piano. 12:10 p.m. Free Admission. Grace 
Episcopal Church at the intersection of 
Main and Church streets in White Plains.

Thursday, March 19
Lecture on Spiritual Healing. A 

higher power exists that can help all. Dr. 
Gringinger will lecture on documented, 
medically inexplicable healings. Spiritual 
healing will be explained. You can 
experience the healing force.  Free, 
open admission, by donation; 7:30 p.m.; 
Crowne Plaza Hotel, 66 Hale Ave., White 
Plains; 212-714-5379.

HDSA Wine Tasting Event. In 
Celebration of Hope in honor of Carlos 
Lozano to raise funds for Huntington’s 
Disease Society of America. Generously 
hosted by Vino 100, this fundraiser 
welcomes you to enjoy fine wine, hors 
d’oeuvres, music, and partake in a raffle to 
win some great prizes. Make a donation 
of $20 and receive an arm’s length of raffle 
tickets, and 15 percent of all in-store 
sales during the event will be generously 
donated to HDSA; 5 to 8 p.m. at Vino 100, 
171 Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains. 

Saturday, March 21
Financial Education Day. This fourth 

annual event will feature 13 workshops 
covering specific financial topics such as 
planning for retirement, estate planning, 
investing basics, elder care, social 
security, insurance, managing credit 
and debt, paying for college and starting 
a business. There will also be sessions 
on women’s financial planning. Private 
consultations available. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 8:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-606-6559 or visit www.
mysunywcc.org/2015fed.

Backyard Nature. Celebrate the 
arrival of spring and get out and 

explore. Join a naturalist as we search 
the nature center’s backyard for critters 
and more. Greenburgh Nature Center, 
99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. 
Members: Free. Non-members: $8 per 
person. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Sunday, March 22
Wolf Expert. Alex Spitzer of the 

Wolf Conservation Center in South 
Salem, will speak at the Ethical Culture 
Society of Westchester on  Sunday. The 
free program begins at  10:30 a.m. His 
presentation will include information 
on the Wolf Conservation Center, the 
work it does, and the wolves that call 
the center their home. Spitzer graduated 
from the SUNY College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry and has spent the 
last four years at the Wolf Conservation 
Center, where he leads its Wolf Camp for 
Kids. Before that, he interned with the 
International Wolf Center in Minnesota. 
The Society’s address is 7 Saxon Wood 
Road (off Mamaroneck Avenue) in White 
Plains.  For more information, call 914-
948-1120, email  ecsw@optonline.net, or 
visit www.ethicalsocietywestchester.org.

“La Traviata.” Conducted by Musical 
Director Jun Nakabayashi, the orchestra 
and lead singers of Taconic Opera will 
perform a unique production of Verdi’s 
classic. Audience members, if they 
choose, can be part of the chorus of the 
opera. Music will be provided for those 
without their own score. The Play Group 
Stage, 1 N. Broadway, White Plains. 2:30 
p.m. $33. Seniors: $25. Students: $15. Info 
and tickets: 855-886-7372 or visit http://
www.taconicopera.org.  

Monday, March 23
Nicole Tschampel Exhibition. In her 

latest body of work, Tschampel utilizes 
mainstream media and historic imagery 
of magicians, healers and spiritual guides 
to create a multimedia installation dealing 
with themes of faith, perception and 
artistic creation. Westchester Community 
College’s Fine Arts Gallery, Academic Arts 

Building, 75 Grasslands Ave., Valhalla. 
Gallery hours are Monday through 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Thursdays 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Free. Exhibit continues 
through Apr. 25. Info: 914-606-7867 or 
visit www.sunywcc.edu/gallery.

Wild Encounters Story Time. Nature 
discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests 
or landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is 
spent outdoors. For children three to 
five years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 per 
child. Non-member: $12 per child. Every 
Monday in March. Info: 914-723-3470 or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Tuesday, March 24
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. Rev. Doris K. 

Dalton, Executive Director, Westchester 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Institute for 
Nonviolence will join conversation 
partners for informal table talk. There 
is no charge. Just come and order your 
food from Sylvia and enjoy the discussion 
and the company.  Please join us. No 
reservations are needed. Presentation is 6 
to 7 p.m. Food ordering starts at 5:30 p.m. 
Dorry’s Diner, 468 Mamaroneck Avenue, 
White Plains; 914-682-0005.

Wednesday, March 25
Noontime Getaway Concert. 

Cellist  David  Heiss  is a member of The 
Metropolitan Opera Orchestra and has 
performed with the company as cello 
continuo soloist. He is principal cellist of 
The New York Pops at Carnegie Hall and 
has been featured as soloist in concertos 
by Irving Robbin and Theodore Antoniou 
at the Tanglewoood Festival.  He 
will perform a program of music by 
Debussy, Chopin, and Brahms and will 
be accompanied on piano by  Warren 
Jones. 12:10 p.m. Free Admission. Grace 
Episcopal Church at the intersection of 
Main and Church streets in White Plains.

White Plains Jump In and Swim Begins This Month
White Plains’ 3rd Annual “Jump In 

and Swim” Month begins March 20 and 
will run through April 11. As part of 
“Jump In and Swim” Month, free swim 
classes and water-based activities will be 
offered to residents of all ages throughout 
the month. Participants in this effort to 
help children and adults learn basic swim 
skills and water safety are: White Plains 
Hospital, White Plains Recreation and 
Parks Department, White Plains YMCA, 

YWCA of White Plains & Central 
Westchester, White Plains Youth Bureau 
and the White Plains City School District.  

Some of the activities on tap for the 
month include: 

•Learn to swim activities for 
participants in the White Plains Youth 
Bureau After-school Program hosted 
by the White Plains High School Swim 
Team

•Let the Games Begin: Water Olympics 

Fun for Beginners, Intermediate and 
Advanced Swimmers hosted by the White 
Plains Recreation and Parks Department

•Parent/Toddler Swim, Free Family 
Swim and Water Safety for parents and 
children held at  the YWCA of White 
Plains & Central Westchester

•Splash Week  - Learn to Swim 
activities at the White Plains YMCA

•Aqua Zumba Pool Party for teens –
adults at White Plains High School

•A program-ending Swim Jamboree at 
the White Plains YMCA 

•In addition, White Plains Hospital has 
arranged for every participant to receive 
a Jump In and Swim Towel free of charge 
in recognition of this City-wide initiative.      

•To see a full listing of all Jump In and 
Swim Month activities, visit the City 
website at www.CityofWhitePlains.com. 
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The days of working for one company, 
or even having one career for life, are 
past. Equally long gone is the era when a 
successful career did not require higher 
education. Gearing up with a graduate 
degree before entering the workplace 
most often translates into a higher starting 
salary and increased opportunity. 

By the same token, shifting gears in 
mid-career is highly dependent upon the 
acquisition of new skills and credentials 
developed when pursuing a graduate 
degree.

LIU Hudson, a local branch of Long 

Island University with locations in 
Purchase, West Point and Orangebury, 
provides up-to-date graduate study 
for those seeking an advantage upon 
entering the workforce, as well as those 
undertaking a career change.  

Offering master’s degrees and advanced 
certificates leading to a variety of careers, 
LIU Hudson’s MBA and MPA degrees, 
for example, are paths to advancement in 
the corporate, nonprofit and government 
spheres. The M.S. Ed. is required for 
a teacher’s state credentials, school 
counselors and school psychologists, 

with the M.S. a requisite for marriage 
and family therapists and mental health 
counselors. Likewise, the M.S. in industrial 
pharmacy or cosmetic science provides 
the key to employment in the burgeoning 
pharmaceutical and cosmetics fields. 

LIU Hudson supports successful 
workforce entry and advancement 
through the Chamber of Commerce 
Scholarships for MBA students (members 
of the Mahopac/Carmel Chamber of 
Commerce or the chambers of Orange 
County, New Rochelle, Yonkers and 
Mahwah, N.J. are eligible); through grants 

for students in the MPA, MBA or Mental 
Health Counseling program who are 
employed by a nonprofit organization in 
Westchester, Rockland, Putnam, Fairfield, 
Bronx, Bergen or Orange counties; and 
grants for students pursuing the M.S. Ed. 
in teaching.

Graduates of LIU Hudson hold 
significant positions in school districts, 
businesses, clinics, hospitals and public 
agencies. 

“LIU places great emphasis on personal 
attention,” said LIU Dean and Chief 
Operating Officer Dr. Sylvia Blake. “Our 
faculty do all of the advising because 
they are in the best position to know 
what is happening in the real world 
beyond the ivory tower.  Whether the 
area of study is health administration, 
public administration, teaching, therapy 
or counseling with the CASAC track, 
our faculty advise and guide as well as 
teach. LIU Hudson is distinguished by 
those one-on-one relationships that can 
only flourish in the kind of nurturing 
environment that Long Island University 
has created in its regional campuses.”

For more information, visit www.liu.
edu/hudson.

LIU Hudson Provides a Local Option for Graduate Students

EARLY REGISTRATION OPEN HOUSE 
at Sports Demo Plus 

Jefferson Valley Mall - Main Level 
650 Lee Boulevard 

Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 
(914) 302-2100 

 
Adult Softball: Men's / Coed 

 FREE T-Shirt with your Registration 
 Save $50 OFF Team Registration 
 Save $20 OFF Individual "Free Agent" Registration 

 
DATES: 

Saturday, March 14th from 12PM - 8PM 
& Sunday, March 15th from 12PM - 6PM 

 
Saturday, March 21st from 12PM - 8PM 

& Sunday, March 22nd from 12PM - 6PM 
& 

Saturday, March 28th from 12PM - 8PM 
& Sunday, March 29th from 12PM - 6PM 

 
Contact us for more details:  (914) 962-8390x10 or YSALeagues.com 

Operation Prom 
Dress Giveaway 
March 20-22 
at Westchester 
County Center

Operation PROM is encouraging 
teenage girls looking for an inexpensive 
way to get a high-fashion dress for their 
senior prom to register today for the 11th 
Annual Operation Prom dress giveaway 
taking place March 20 and 21 at the 
Westchester County Center. Registration 
is required to receive a dress. In addition, 
a special $1 dress sale will take place on 
Sunday, March 22 that is open to the 
public – supply is limited. 

Operation PROM has helped to 
alleviate some of the cost of attending 
prom by collecting and distributing 
gently used as well as new dresses donated 
by companies and designers cleaning out 
their inventory.  The organization also 
recently began arranging free tuxedo 
rentals for high school seniors – courtesy 
of an on-going national partnership with 
the Men’s Wearhouse. To register for a free 
tuxedo rental, visit www.OperationProm.
org. Tuxedo vouchers are limited per high 
school so early registration is encouraged. 

Teens who are interested in the dress 
giveaway are encouraged to pre-register 
as soon as possible. To do so, visit www.
OperationProm.org or contact Noel 
D’Allacco with any questions at info@
helpprom.org or 914-672-3070. 
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EX AMINER SPORTS

By Albert Coqueran
The Woodlands Boys Basketball 

Team has advanced to the Class B 
New York State Final Four for the 
second consecutive season. 

On Saturday, March 14, the 
Falcons shut down Section 11 
Champ Southampton High School, 
68-58, to capture the Class B 
Regional Title.

This is the second straight year 
the Falcons have won the Class B 
Regional Title. Moreover, it is the 
second year in a row that they beat 
the same opponent, Southampton, 
in the Title game.

Woodlands trounced the 
Mariners in the Regional Final 
last season, 73-47. Despite the 
previous blowout, Falcons Head 
Coach Robert Murphy was not 
worried about his team being over 
confident going into this year’s Title 
game. “We do not have any over 
confidence issues. We are just going 
to do what we do,” said Murphy, 
after practice,  on Friday, as the 
Falcons prepared to leave for Long 
Island.

And the Falcons (21-3) surely did 
what they have done all this season in the 
Regional Final game, at Farmingdale State 
University. Falcons standout senior Jamil 
Gambari scored 23 points and snatched 
16 rebounds. His counterpart Brandon 
Johnson had a game-high 24 points with 
seven steals and seven assists and Ross 
Joseph added 13 points.

The Falcons advanced to the Class B 
Regional Title game by defeating Section 
9 Champs Marlboro High School, 57-49, 
in the Regional Semifinals, on Wednesday, 

March 11, at Purchase College.
To say the least, Gambari, the heart and 

soul of the Falcons, did not have his best 
game against the Dukes in the Regional 
Semifinals. The Woodlands’ star forward 
shot 1-of-13 from the field and scored 
only four points. 

However, Murphy stated that he was 
not concerned about Gambari’s focus 
going into the Regional Final game three 
days later. “I am not worried about Jamil, 
as he never really plays back-to-back two 
games below par,” said Murphy. “But the 

thing about this team is when Jamil is not 
playing well somebody else will pick it up 
for him.”

Both of Coach Murphy’s insights 
on his team were confirmed when 
Gambari dropped 23 points in his 
next game in the Regional Final, 
while Ross Joseph and Brandon 
Johnson picked up the slack against 
Marlboro, scoring 20 points and 19 
points respectively in the Regional 
Semifinal game.

With all the offense Murphy’s 
Falcons have generated on their 
road to Glen Falls, what he is most 
impressed with is his team’s lack of 
turnovers. 

“What I am most impressed with 
is that we had only four turnovers 
against Marlboro in the Semifinal 
game,” said Murphy. “You show 
me another high school team in 
Westchester County that played 
a game of that magnitude and 
only had four turnovers; that  is 
astronomical,” emphasized the 
Woodlands Head Coach.

Woodlands will challenge 
Section 10 Ogadensburg Free 
Academy, in the NYS Class B 
Semifinals, at the Glenn Falls 
Civic Center, on Friday, March 20, 
at 8:30 p.m. for a trip to the State 

Championship Game.

EX AMINER SPORTS
Woodlands Advances to State Final Four for Second Straight Year

The Woodlands Boys basketball team hoisted the Gold Ball after winning the Section 1 Class B Title, at the County 
Center. on Saturday, the Falcons beat Southampton, 68-58, in the Regional Finals to advance to the NYS State Final Four.
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