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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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White Plains Hockey Senior Night, Head Coach Wins 250th

Cooking Classes  
for Kids

By Pat Casey
Last week Greenburgh Town Supervisor 

interviewed Robert Comer of Angels 
on Track Foundation, an expert on 
U.S. railroad crossing safety, during his 
morning WVOX AM radio program. 

According to Feiner, Comer has 
investigated over 400 grade crossing 
crashes nationwide and has testified as an 
expert witness. 

During the radio interview Comer 
suggested that an easy and immediate 
action that Metro North and other rail 
lines could take to increase crossing safety 
would be to place large billboards at every 

crossing with warnings of the dangers. 
“Large billboards could  provide 

motorists with an extra warning, and 
encourage people to be more aware of the 
dangers. They have worked elsewhere.  I 
am planning to write to Metro North 
and other lawmakers and will request the 
billboards at every crossing,” Feiner said in 
an email.

Feiner also noted that Comer 
believes commuter trains should have seat 
belts.  

In other Greenburgh news, Feiner 
commented on the recent agreement 

continued on page 5

Tennis Bubble Opens at Delfino Park
Good news, tennis lovers, the City 

of White Plains together with Tennis 
Innovators Academy opened a year-
round tennis bubble at Delfino Park last 
Wednesday. 

The facility will be operated by Tennis 
Innovators Academy and will give 
residents access to courts from Labor 
Day through Memorial Day when White 
Plains’ outdoor courts are not open. 
With the opening of this facility, the total 
number of courts at Delfino Park has 
increased from six to eight, with existing 
courts upgraded and new Har-Tru courts 
created. The facility also includes a new 
tennis clubhouse with a lounge area, 
changing rooms and pro shop. 

 

Tennis Innovators Academy constructed 
and will operate, manage and maintain 
the courts year-round at no cost to the 
City. White Plains residents will receive a 
15 percent discount on court fees. There 
will be no membership or initiation fees 
charged.

During the ribbon-cutting ceremony to 
open the new facility, White Plains Mayor 
Tom Roach said, “We are very excited 
to offer this new year-round amenity 
to our residents. Tennis is a great game 
and a great way to exercise. Now, with 
this new tennis bubble, it doesn’t have 
to be something that is available only in 
the warmer months. We hope that this 
facility entices more residents to take up 
the game.”
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continued on page 2

The White Plains High School Hockey Team celebrated Senior Night at Ebersole Ice Rink, before they shutout Pelham High School 4-0, on Thursday, 
Feb. 12. The win notched Head Coach Howard Rubenstein his 250th career-win. Pictured are (front) senior goalies Teddy Buck and Chris Stangarone. 
[Standing l-r] Assistant Coach Dave Lynch with seniors Jarrett Sannerud, Anthony DeMaria, Matt Conroy, Mike Carrier and Nico Mancini with Coach 
Rubenstein. (See Page 15 for the full story.)

ALBERT CoquERAN PHoTo

GCA HS Principal  
Says School Will Close
By Pat Casey

In an emotional announcement 
last week in the Chapel of the Divine 
Compassion, White Plains, the 
students and faculty of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Academy High School 
were told by their principal, Sr. Laura 
Donovan, RDC, that the school will 
close at the end of the semester in June 
2015.

This announcement follows news 
just over a week ago that the GCA 
Elementary School had found a new 
location and would open in that spot in 
September.

Both schools are located on the 16-
acre campus at 52 North Broadway, 
adjacent to Pace Law School, which was 
put up for sale last spring.

The campus holds numerous historic 
buildings including the Chapel of the 
Divine Compassion, the convent and 
motherhouse of the Sisters of the Divine 
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Compassion (RDC, Religious Divine 
Compassion) and the Mapleton House, 
currently base for the RDC Counseling 
Center.

Parents and staff of GCA Academy 
have fought an aggressive campaign to 
save their school. The school’s board was 
disbanded last month as a letter was sent 
to prospective Freshman students that 
events for the incoming class were being 
cancelled.

Efforts to find an alternative location 
each turned up negative as the school tried 
to work with the Catholic Archdiocese 
in New York to locate rental space for 

the full to capacity and functioning all-
girl Catholic high school. The academy 
currently educates about 400 students.

Rumors that could not be substantiated 
because of nondisclosure agreements 
required by Stamford, CT-based real estate 
company CBRE, the broker handling the 
property sale, indicated that a bidder had 
come forth in the fall and had offered cash 
for the property with the understanding 
that the school could remain on the 
campus. It also indicated that the 20 
or so nuns still living in the convent 
would remain and that the Chapel of 
the Divine Compassion, though possibly 

under ownership by another religious 
organization would still be accessible by 
the RDC.

A not-for-profit group formed by 
parents, GCA teachers, members of the 
RDC, alumnae of the school and others 
called Save Good Counsel Academy High 

School also claim to have found a backer 
and presented a bid to CBRE.

It is not clear if this bid piggybacks 
on an offer already made and presented 
within the bidding deadline schedule or if 
it is a completely new bid. 

That organization claims through 
emails and Facebook posts that the 
leadership team of the RDC, in particular 

the president of the order, Sr. Carol 
Wagner, will not consider their offer and 
has refused to speak with them and that 
CBRE offers them no answers as well. 
At this time the group does not appear 
to have the charter to run the school if it 
does manage to purchase the property.

Angered by the lack of communication 
supporting groups have committed to 
continue to push to save the school despite 
last week’s closure announcement.

A letter writing campaign initiated on 
Monday proposes faxing a form letter to 
go over everyone’s head and directly to 
the Pope’s office in Rome.

At a recent rally, GCA students approach Sr. Carol Wagner as she drives off  the campus.
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By martin wilbur
For any young gymnast at Chappaqua’s 

World Cup Gymnastics who holds lofty 
aspirations, meeting John Orozco ought 
to be great motivation.

Orozco, who finished eighth in the 2012 
London Olympics, trained for a decade 
at the Hunts Lane facility starting when 

he was eight years old. On Sunday, he 
returned to his home gym to participate 
in separate clinics for the school’s boys’ 

and girls’ gymnastics teams, talking to the 
young athletes, signing autographs and 
providing tidbits of advice.

“I think it’s a way of giving back,” 
Orozco said during a break between the 
boys’ and girls’ sessions. “I just want to 
show by example, being an inspiration, 
it can happen anywhere and it can come 

from anywhere. I want 
to show them that it 
doesn’t matter where 
you came from, all that 
matters is where you’re 
going.”

Orozco, who will 
turn 22 this week, 
headed to London in 
the summer of 2012 
not only as a local 
celebrity, but his story 
intrigued millions far 
and wide. Born and 
raised in the Bronx, his 
father got him started 
with gymnastics in 
the city. At a young 
age, Orozco’s talent 
was apparent and his 
parents would soon be 
driving him regularly 
to World Cup 
Gymnastics to train.

While it’s difficult 
to predict whether a 
youngster will develop 
into a world class 
talent, Jason Hebert, 
World Cup’s director 
and team coach, said 
he recognized that 
Orozco was special as 
soon as he arrived.

Now Hebert and the 
other coaches are able 
to point to Orozco 
as someone who 
combined talent with 
a desire to work hard 
to reach the highest 

echelon of his sport.
“At such a young age doing such 

powerful tumbling, we knew that it was a 

really, really special situation that we had 
here,” Hebert said. “I told a lot of our guys 
here, I see a little bit of that in a lot of you, 
so just don’t let anything stop you from 
reaching your dreams.”

World Cup owner John Sabalja said 
while most competitors are not going to 
be Olympians--only five American male 
gymnasts qualify for the Olympic team 
every four years--the school has had many 
of its students move on and compete in 
regional and state championships and in 
college. 

Sabalja said what makes Orozco, who 
now lives in Colorado Springs near the 
U.S. Olympic Training Center, special is 
his willingness to return to his home gym 
to train when he’s back in New York.

“It’s incredible to see him here and be 
in touch with everybody,” Sabalja said. 
“That’s why the kids love seeing him, the 
parents love seeing him.”

Orozco said he is looking forward to 
trying to qualify for the 2016 Games in 
Rio de Janeiro. He said his own nerves, 
the atmosphere and the hordes of media 
in London were exhilarating and an 
experience he’ll always cherish, but also 
distracting. Early in the competition, 
Orozco fell off the pommel horse, thought 
to be his strength, and was in 24th place. 
Being able to close to eighth was an 
achievement.

“I learned a lot from it,” said Orozco, who 
placed first in the high bar competition 
and was second in all-around at the P&G 
U.S. Championships in Pittsburgh earlier 
this year. “I learned about the pressure 
and how it’s going to be when it gets to 
that point.”

He also credited World Cup Gymnastics 
for helping him get to where he is today, 
not only because of the coaching he 
received but by being accepted by a 
different group of kids. 

“It was a lot of fun being around other 
kids my age and doing the same things,” 
Orozco said. “The thing about it for me 
was the difference in culture because I 
came from the Bronx, and growing up 
there and coming to Westchester it was 
so different than what I was used to and 
I liked it a lot.”

Olympian Orozco Returns to Home Gym to Help Youngsters

Olympian John Orozco, a former student at World Cup Gymnastics in 
Chappaqua, is competing to once again be on the U.S. Olympic team in 
2016.

USA GYMNASTiCS/JOHN CHENG PHOTO

Therapist Offers Free Group Counseling to Help Cope with Train Tragedy
By Janine Bowen

When Maggie O’Connor was stuck 
in White Plains following last week’s 
Metro-North train crash, her immediate 
thoughts were about how she could help 
those affected by the tragedy. 

O’Connor, a therapist at Breakthrough 
Marriage and Family Therapy, typically 
takes the train from her Scarsdale office 
to White Plains, where she transfers to the 
train that brings her home to Pleasantville. 
She left the White Plains station learning 
that train service had been halted and she 
would be forced to take a shuttle bus for 
the second leg of her journey. 

It wasn’t until she was on the bus that 
O’Connor learned of the severity of 
the accident in Valhalla, when people 
began reading the news stories on their 
phones. Strangers who would typically 
have ignored each other began talking. 
O’Connor said she felt a strong sense of 
community and was compelled to help 
those affected by the crash by offering free 
support groups. 

The first of six weekly group therapy 
sessions, which begin last Saturday at her 
Scarsdale office, aim to help more than 
those who lost loved ones in the crash or 
who were on the train that day.

“I wasn’t on that train but I could just 
have easily been on that train, and it’s 
on the line where my office is, so [it was 

about] just really feeling connected to the 
community around this line and, for me, 
just trying to really figure out what I can 
do to help and this seemed like a natural 
way to do it,” O’Connor said. 

Since O’Connor specializes in marriage 
and family therapy, her first thoughts were 

about the families who were sitting down 
to dinner when the accident occurred and 
wondering why their spouses were late. 

Feeling lucky that she was able to text 
her husband and let him know she was 
fine, O’Connor felt sympathy for the 
victims and their families. 

In the week following the accident, 
O’Connor has heard from people who 
weren’t directly impacted but who feel a 
loss of safety and security. 

“You think of the train as a way to get 
to work every day that’s going to be safe. 
You don’t really think that something 
like this could happen,” she said. “So my 
feeling was even people who weren’t on 
that train, who weren’t even on that line 
but are suddenly thinking that could just 
as easily happen here” might need some 
help to cope with the accident.

Immediately following most traumatic 
events, people can be in a state of shock 
and want to stay close to home. As time 
moves on, they must return to their 
daily routines but some may feel stuck, 
O’Connor explained.

Her goal is to let people know that their 
feelings are normal and help them resume 
their lives by offering a forum to talk 
about their emotions with people who are 
going through the same struggles. 

O’Connor’s office is located at 14 
Harwood Court in Scarsdale. Although 

the sessions are free, participants are 
required to register in advance by calling 
914-355-0517 or by e-mailing info@
breakthroughmft.com. 

There will be two sessions, one at 8 a.m. 
and the other at 9:30 a.m., with groups 
of 10 to 15 people each. O’Connor said 
the groups will meet for six Saturdays. 
Colleagues of hers are prepared to handle 
other sessions in the event there is more 
demand. 

Maggie o’Connor, a marriage and family therapist, 
is offering a series of  six group counseling 
sessions at her Scarsdale office to help those 
affected by the Metro-North crash that killed six 
people in Valhalla on Feb. 3.
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Vito Pinto to Step Down as Westchester County Veterans Chief 

Flexjet Leaves New Jersey, Moves to White Plains

The director of the county’s Veterans 
Service Agency and the Office of STOP-
DWI and Drug Prevention, Vito Pinto, 
announced last week that he will be 
stepping down at the end of March. 

It’s been my greatest pleasure to serve 
Westchester County veterans these 
past five years under the tremendous 
leadership of Rob Astorino, a true friend 
of veterans.  I’m leaving my post but I 
will stay actively involved in helping 
our servicemen and women, active and 
retired. I also enjoyed my time working 
to educate young people on the dangers 
of drugs and alcohol and efforts to stop 
drunk driving, and will continue in those 
efforts as well,” Pinto said in a media 
statement.

As a former Democrat county legislator, 
councilman (Eastchester) and village 
trustee (Tuckahoe), Pinto served 27 years 
in elected office prior to being appointed 
by the County Executive in 2010 to lead 

the county’s efforts to assist veterans.
“Vito Pinto may have been the easiest 

appointment I ever made. He’s hard 
working, likeable and his care and concern 
for our veterans is exemplary. Part of the 
reason is that Vito was a veteran himself 
and also that care and compassion for 

others is just part of Vito’s DNA,” said 
Astorino.  “I’m sad to see Vito go. He’ll be 
tough to replace but he has most certainly 
earned his retirement and I wish him 
well.” 

Pinto served eight years in the Navy and 
is a veteran of the Vietnam War where he 
flew combat missions as a Naval Aviation 
Officer (NAO) in the Fighter Squadron 
96 aboard the carriers USS Ranger CVA 
61 and USS Enterprise CVAN 65 in the 
Tonkin Gulf.

While Pinto was director, the agency 
worked in partnership with the Patriot 
Housing Initiative to provide housing for 
75 homeless veterans in 100 days. The 
effort resulted in exceeding the goal and 
housing was found for 85. To date the 
program has housed 247 homeless vets. 
An annual Veterans Virtual Job Fair was 
held to match veterans with businesses 
looking to hire veterans. The “Smiling 
on America’s Heroes” program offered 

discount dental and vision coverage to 
veterans and their families. The Hudson 
Valley Honor Flight for World War II 
vets was launched out of the Westchester 
County Airport. A second flight is 
scheduled to take place on May 9, 2015.

Several positive changes also occurred 
in the Office of STOP-DWI and Drug 
Prevention including usage of the STOP-
DWI simulator trailer at local schools and 
community events was increased.

The office also worked with the 
Westchester Coalition for Drug & Alcohol 
Free Youth to help train thousands of 
middle and high school students in 
leadership skills to interact with their 
peers to keep our youth alcohol and drug 
free. And, substantial grant funding was 
obtained to allow the county police and 
municipal police departments to conduct 
increased DWI enforcement through 
sobriety checkpoints and roving patrols to 
deter drunk driving in Westchester.

Vito Pinto

By Pat Casey
The Westchester County Industrial 

Development Agency (IDA) announced 
a series of incentives on Friday that will 
help  Flexjet  relocate its fractional jet 
charter operations from Teterboro, New 
Jersey to Westchester County Airport  

at Hangar “F.” 
It is expected that the renovation of the 

hangar will take about four months.
According to a statement from the 

Westchester County Executive’s office, the 
move will bring an initial 38 high-wage 
permanent jobs to Westchester and create 

an additional 55 permanent jobs over the 
next five years. 

Flexjet provides businesses and 
entrepreneurs with private air travel on 
corporate jets through various contracting 
opportunities. Robert Astorino noted in 
the Friday statement that such a high-level 
of global travel opportunities would attract 
business to Westchester County.

The financing and tax-exemptions made 
available through the IDA help defray 
the cost of the move from Teterboro and 
support the $5 million renovation project. 
The construction project is expected to 
begin in May and transform the hangar 
into a state-of-the-art facility and convert 
the current office space into a modern, 
technologically advanced passenger 
lounge.

The highly skilled and high-paid 
positions that Flexjet expects to create 
over the next two-to-five years range 
from pilots to maintenance technicians 
and supervisors to facility managers and 
inspectors.

In the same announcement, the IDA 
also announced that  Friedland Realty 
Advisors, a commercial brokerage firm 
currently based in Yonkers, has decided 
to relocate to a larger space at 440 
Mamaroneck Avenue in Harrison.

The 45-year old firm chose staying in 
Westchester over moving to New York 
City, Stamford or New Jersey, because, 
“Location, location, location,” said Ayall 
Schanzer, Friedland Realty Advisors 
president and CEO. “Westchester 
positions us to be a dominant regional 
player with close proximity to our target 
customers and desirable inventory.”

The IDA incentives will finance the 
renovation of their new space as well as 
purchases that will upgrade the firm’s 
technological capabilities.  The firm 
anticipates hiring four executive-level 
employees and contracting with seven 
real estate brokers over the next year, 
adding to its existing seven full-time 
employees and 26 brokers.
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  
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MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
INTERNAL MEDICINE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-940-2500
PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129

CARMEL: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

CORTLANDT MANOR:
GENERAL SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2315
OB/GYN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-1697

CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
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If you’ve lived in White Plains for a 
while, you’ve probably seen children 
wearing many different color variations 
of MVP Basketball Camp’s t-shirts. MVP 
has offered more than 20,000 weeks of 
summer camp since its inception with 
more than 30 percent of the campers 
paying no tuition for a full week under the 
umbrella of MVP’s scholarship program. 

For the 2015 season MVP camp has 
a new sponsor, CityMD urgent care, 
which arrived in White Plains in October 
with a new location at 222 Mamaroneck 
Ave., and made a pledge to donate 
$5,600 to MVP Basketball Camp’s Youth 
Development Scholarship program, plus 
allocated an extra $3,400 to reduce the 
cost of the 2000 t-shirts that MVP gives to 
campers each summer. 

Big changes are in store for MVP in 
2015. Camp begins with two full weeks 
starting on June 29 at the Fox Lane 
Middle School and High School complex 
in Bedford. For the first time MVP will 
feature its 6 to 8 year old co-ed program 
and its program for older girls at this 
Bedford location, in addition to three age 
groups for boys ages 9 to 16.

Then, when MVP returns to White 
Plains on July 13 for four separate one-
week sessions, the camp will use two new 

venues to host its programs for boys and 
girls ages 6 to16, Ebersole arena at Delfino 
Park and the Rochambeau School. 

Stan Greene founded MVP Basketball 
Camp in 1994 with the dream that no 
child would ever be turned away due 
to an inability to pay. Stan passed away 
in December of 2009 and is survived 
by his wife Gingie Greene, a White 
Plains resident who serves on MVP’s 
Board of Directors. Stan’s legacy is a 
basketball camp that has awarded over 
5,000 scholarships since inception to 
economically disadvantaged children, 
plus scholarship awards to numerous 
children with a family member serving in 
the armed forces through MVP’s “Hoops 
for Troops” program. Last year MVP 
awarded 339 full-week scholarships. 

On the evening of Friday, March 20 
MVP’s Board of Directors and Junior 
Board will host their fourth annual Ping 
Pong Madness family night, an evening of 
games, food and drink at the Westchester 
Table Tennis Center in Pleasantville. 
All benefits fund camp scholarships. 
Tickets can be purchased at www.
mvpbasketballcamp/community or at 
the door the night of the event. For more 
information call Executive Director Noel 
Muyskens at 914-946-1231

continued from page 1
Greenburgh’s Feiner On Train Crossing Safety

between HUD and New York State to 
allow the state to administer $5 million 
in funds on a one-on-one basis to 
Westchester communities formerly part of 
the Westchester Consortium. 

Projects that Greenburgh had 
previously applied for and that it will apply 
for again include:  Sidewalks at Saw Mill 

River Parkway (9A), $225,000; Manhattan 
Avenue repair, $120,000; street-scape for 
Union Baptist Church’s 100th anniversary; 
Greenburgh Police Department Youth 
Program, $3,000; Senior Nutrition 
Program Enhancement, $18,000;  
Phase II of Saw Mill River Road 
Improvement, $197,032.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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YMCA Names Five New Members to Association Board of Governors 
The YMCA of Central and Northern 

Westchester has appointment of five 
new members to its Association Board 
of Governors: Dr. Beth Coyle, Associate 
Vice President of Academic Affairs at The 
College of Westchester; Rachel Eckhaus, 
CFO of Strauss Paper Company, Bob 
Hyland, White Plains business owner and 
sports celebrity; Patrick Lynch, President 
of OLA Consulting Engineers, and Jose 
Tavares, Director of the Alliance for 
Global Learning of Berkeley Educational 

Services. 
Dr. Beth Coyle has more than 28 years 

in higher education experience, focused 
on academic affairs, administration, 
operations, and nonprofit and foundation 
management. She received her BA at The 
College of New Jersey and her MA from 
Rider University. A resident of Pearl River, 
NY, Coyle is active in the Phi Sigma Sigma 
Foundation and The College of New 
Jersey Foundation.  She was the recipient 
of a full graduate fellowship with Nova 

Southeastern University’s Program for 
Higher Education where she earned her 
doctoral degree.

White Plains resident Rachel Eckhaus 
received her BA from Ithaca College. 
A CPA with more than 25 years of 
experience in accounting and finance, 
Eckhaus started her career in public 
accounting with Prager and Fenton and 
Asea Brown Boveri before joining Strauss 
Paper, where she is a 17-year veteran. 
Eckhaus is the founder of the Westchester 
Symphonic Winds, and is Vice President 
on the Executive Board and a Trustee at 
Congregation Kol Ami.      

Bob Hyland’s business experience 
has included over 16 years as a financial 
consultant with Northwestern Mutual 
Life and Massachusetts Mutual. He was 
an offensive lineman in the NFL for 11 
seasons, and is a member of the Super 
Bowl Champion Green Packers of 1967. 
He also played for the Chicago Bears, 
New York Giants and the New England 
Patriots. A graduate of Boston College, 
he is the proprietor of the popular sports-
themed restaurant The Sports Page Pub in 
White Plains. 

Patrick Lynch has 26 years of experience 

designing facilities throughout the region 
on projects including educational, 
corporate, institutional, retail and multi-
family residential buildings.  He is a 
Certified Energy Manager and a LEED 
Accredited Professional. Lynch currently 
sits on the Board of Directors of the 
Business Council of Westchester.

Prior to joining Berkeley Educational 
Services, Jose Tavares was a Senior Vice 
President at The Sumitomo Corporation 
of America and also had a successful 
career in banking at Chase Manhattan 
Bank, Bankers Trusts and Citibank. 
Tavares holds an MBA from NYU Stern 
School of Business and a BA from Lehman 
College.  He is on the Board of Trustees 

of Berkeley College, and is Treasurer and 
serves on the Board of Managers of The 
Havens Relief Fund Society. 

The YMCA-CNW operates three 
branches, the White Plains YMCA, 
Community YMCA in Somers, and Camp 
Combe YMCA in Putnam Valley. For 
more information about the programs 
and services of the YMCA-CNW, please 
visit our website, www.ymca-cnw.org 
or contact Anne Ring, Director of Fund 
Development and Communications at 
914 949-8030, ext 221.

Rev. Doris K. Dalton Joins MLK 
Institute as Executive Director

The Board of  Directors of  White Plains-based 
Westchester MLK Institute appointed Rev. 
Doris K. Dalton as Executive Director. Dalton 
began her duties on February 2. Dalton 
moved to White Plains from Philadelphia with 
her family last fall when her husband Rev. Tim 
Dalton was assigned to First Baptist Church at 
North Street and Bryant Avenue. Doris Dalton 
is an ordained Deacon in the united Methodist 
Church and also participates at Memorial 
united Methodist Church, also on Bryant 
Avenue in White Plains as well as the home 
base for Westchester Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Institute for Nonviolence. MLK Institute Board 
Chair Julie Davis Carran said she is pleased to 
be able to work with Dalton.

Tiesi Joins White Plains Hospital 
as SVP and COO

Jeffrey A. Tiesi, F.A.C.H.E., has been named 
Senior Vice President and Chief  operating 
officer (Coo) of  White Plains Hospital. Tiesi 
has a long and successful track record in 
the management of  healthcare institutions. 
He comes to White Plains Hospital from 
the Geisinger Health System in Danville, 
PA, where he has served as System Vice 
President and was responsible for the 
Geisinger Heart and Vascular Institute 
(GH&VI). Geisinger Health System is an 
integrated health services organization 
widely recognized for innovative delivery 
of  healthcare, serving more than 2.6 
million residents in central and northeast 
Pennsylvania. Before joining Geisinger 
in 2002, Mr. Tiesi was Vice President at 
the Guthrie Clinic in Sayre, PA, and also 
previously held multiple administrative 
positions at Winthrop-university Hospital 
in Mineola, NY.  Tiesi holds a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Health Records Administration and a Master’s Degree in Health Services Administration 
from the university of  Pittsburgh. He is a Fellow of  the American College of  Healthcare Executives 
(ACHE). In 1996, the ACHE recognized him as the “Young Healthcare Executive of  the Year” 
for Long Island and, in 1997, the American Heart Association (AHA) of  Long Island recognized 
him with the “outstanding Service Award for Public Support.” At the national level, Tiesi is often 
called upon as a subject matter expert in service line development and regularly provides formal 
consultation services.  “We are delighted to welcome Jeffrey Tiesi to White Plains Hospital,” said 
Susan Fox, President of  the Hospital. “His experience in hospital administration and leadership 
is outstanding. Geisinger’s health system is well known for their patient-centered care and high-
quality service delivery, and Jeff  will be a welcome addition to our growing hospital. our patients 
can expect to continue to receive the best possible care under Jeff’s leadership in conjunction with 
the rest of  our executive team.”
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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Local State Reps Pen Critical Letter to NYS Education Chancellor Merryl Tisch
In the wake of much criticism 

regarding the evaluation of teachers 
in New York State, Assemblywoman 
Amy Paulin (D-Scarsdale) penned 
the following letter, which was also 
signed by local representatives David 
Buchwald (D-White Plains), Thomas 
Abinanti (D-Greenburgh), Ellen Jaffe 
(D-Rockland), Steve Otis (D-Rye), and 
Kenneth Zebrowski (D-Rockland).

We believe that New York State’s 
Annual Professional Performance 
Review (“APPR”) process fails to 
accomplish the purposes for which it 
was developed, and provides unreliable 
data rather than accountability and 
transparency. While we believe that 
teachers and principals should be evaluated 
by trained administrators and held 
accountable for their performance, for the 
reasons set forth below we do not believe 
that the APPR, as currently constructed, 
is a reliable measure of teacher or 
principal performance.  Nor do we believe 
that the APPR process contributes to the 
professional development of teachers or 
principals. And although Education Law 
Section 3012-c purports to expedite the 
process for termination of ineffective 
teachers and principals, it actually has the 
opposite effect. 

1.  The APPR “HEDI” scale is seriously 
flawed and makes it impossible for an 
evaluator to differentiate meaningfully 
among educators. A teacher receives 
scores on three subcomponents of 
the APPR: (i) student growth on state 
assessments (worth 20 points), (ii) 
locally selected measures of student 
growth (worth 20 points), and (iii) locally 
developed teacher practice measures, 
mostly classroom observations (worth 60 
points). The composite score that a teacher 
must receive on the three subcomponents 
of the APPR in order to be deemed 
Effective is 75 out of a possible 100 points.  

The scale doesn’t work because the 
percentage of available points required 
by the state for an Effective score on the 
first two subcomponents (45%) is much 
lower than the percentage of available 
points required for an Effective composite 
score (75%).  Imagine a teacher who 
receives a 9 out of 20 points on the first 
two subcomponents, which deems her 
Effective.  In order to achieve a composite 
score of Effective, she must receive 
95% of the available points on the third 
subcomponent, which is negotiated by the 
school district.  

With a very narrow point range to work 
with, i.e., 57 to 60 points, an administrator 
cannot meaningfully differentiate among 
effective teachers through the scoring 
of the third subcomponent, the locally 
developed teacher practice measure.  

We urge you to recommend that the 
Commissioner fix these inconsistencies 
in the scoring ranges as part of the annual 
review process.

2.  The APPR sets up for failure good 

teachers, good principals, and good 
schools. A teacher who earns a rating 
of Effective or Highly Effective may in a 
subsequent year earn an Ineffective rating 
because his new class of students did so 
well in the prior year that there is no room 
to demonstrate the amount of student 
growth required for a higher score.  Even 
if his students do extremely well on 
standardized tests compared to similar 
students across the state, he may receive a 
poor APPR score. 

A principal too can be penalized for 
setting high standards for his students.  
A principal may receive a score of 
“Developing” if the school does not offer 
more than five Regents as is required for 
a higher score.  Many high performing 
school districts give their own, more 
rigorous exams in lieu of a Regents exam, 
and thus do not meet the threshold for 
a higher score.   Another criterion for 
receiving a score of “Effective” or “Highly 
Effective” is the percent of students scoring 
80% or more on the Algebra I Regents in 
ninth grade.  In many districts throughout 
the state, the stronger students take the 
Algebra I Regents in eighth grade, and the 
weaker students take it in ninth grade.  The 
scoring does not account for the students 
who took and passed the exam as eighth 
graders, thereby penalizing the principal.   

3. The APPR is designed for less than 
20% of all teachers.  Only teachers of 
fourth through eighth grade ELA and 
math receive student growth ratings 
based solely on state standardized test 
scores.  Teachers of other grades and 
content areas (more than 80%) must work 
with their principals to agree on student 
learning objectives (“SLOs”).  If a teacher 
teaches a course that has a state-mandated 
assessment, such as a Regents exam, that 
teacher’s SLOs must include as evidence 
the results on those assessments.  Teachers 
who teach other grades or non-regents 
subjects will have SLOs that may include 
test results from third-party vendors, 
district or BOCES developed assessments, 

or locally developed assessments—and the 
target outcomes are determined locally.  
Although SLOs are treated as if they are 
comparable in reliability to standardized 
test scores, they can’t be comparable 
simply because they are locally developed, 
with locally determined target outcomes. 
Even if one accepts—which we do not—
the premise that results on ELA and math 
tests are a reliable indicator of student 
achievement or educator effectiveness, it 
is clear that it is unfair and unreliable to 
compare teachers whose ratings are based 
solely on state standardized test scores 
with teachers whose ratings are based on 
SLOs.

4. Most teachers do not receive 
appropriate professional development 
based on their APPR scores.  A better 
designed APPR would require principals 
to work with all teachers, including those 
rated Effective or Highly Effective, on 
their professional development.  It would 
require principals, as educational leaders 
in their buildings, to develop the most 
appropriate evaluation tools and the best 
professional development program for 
all teachers in their schools. New York is 
missing an opportunity to incentivize our 
best teachers to become leaders among 
their peers. 

5.  Education Law Section 3012-
c makes the dismissal of ineffective 
teachers more difficult than under 
prior law.  The APPR is supposed to 
enable administrators to identify those 
teachers who are ineffective, and to use 
the APPR ratings in an expedited 3020(a) 
proceeding.  However, the use of the APPR 
in disciplinary proceedings requires two 
consecutive annual ratings of Ineffective, 
the development and implementation of a 
teacher improvement plan, and validation 
of those Ineffective ratings through at least 
three observations by an independent 
validator.  The result is that ineffective 
tenured teachers will teach for at least 
two years before they can be removed 
from the classroom based on their APPR 
scores.  Even worse, the law makes the 
termination of ineffective probationary 
teachers and principals more difficult 
than was the case under prior law. 

New York State’s APPR process fails to 
accomplish the purposes for which it was 
developed because it provides a one-size-
fits-all approach that does not adequately 
take into account differences in educator 
experience, class composition, subject 
and grade level taught or other factors.  
It is unreasonable to assume that the 
same standardized evaluation tool will 
fairly and reliably rate an experienced PE 
teacher in a rural middle school, a brand 
new fourth grade teacher in an urban 
school, a mid-career guidance counselor 
in a high-performing suburban school, 
and a principal of a BOCES career and 
technical education program.  Because 
the tool is unreliable, the data it produces 
is also unreliable.  Therefore, the proposed 
increased reliance on standardized testing 
would unfairly penalize, or fail to identify 
weaknesses in, teachers, principals, 
schools and school districts.

We believe that the Regents and the State 
Education Department must convene 
a group of superintendents, principals, 
teachers, school board members, and 
parents who can advise the legislature, 
based on their broad knowledge and 
expertise, how to improve Education Law 
Section 3012-c so that it will achieve the 
important goals of increasing educator 
accountability, encouraging professional 
development to develop great teachers 
and principals, and expediting the 
termination of ineffective teachers and 
principals.

Thank you for your consideration and 
for all that you do for the students of New 
York State.

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin (D-Scarsdale).
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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Obituaries
Dolores Myers
Dolores Myers, a White Plains resident 

and formerly of Yonkers, died February 
13 at the age of 82. She was born March 8, 
1932 in Yonkers to the late Dave and Elsie 
Costa.

On January 26, 1963 she married 
Richard Myers in Yonkers. He predeceases 
her. 

Dolores worked as a Payroll Clerk for 
Otis Elevator and retired after 27 years of 
service. She continued to work as a Payroll 
Clerk for Medicab and Ehrbar and finally 
retired in 1999.

She is survived by her son Richard and 
his wife Jerilyn Myers of White Plains, 
her brothers, Ed (Margie) Costa and Joe 
Costa and her sisters, Joan Tobias and 
Carolyn Wisniewski. Also surviving are 
her grandchildren, Richard and John 
Myers. She is predeceased by her brother 
Dave Costa.

Dolores, a.k.a. “Grandma D” was the 
leader of the family and the life of the 

party. She loved to cook, ask questions 
and tell stories. She instantly made friends 
with anyone she met and will always hold 
a special place in the hearts of all who 
knew her.

Guido Doria
Guido Doria of Austin, Texas, formerly 

of White Plains, passed away February 12. 
He was 62. Guido was born May 31, 1952 
in Italy to the late Elisabeth (Iezzi) and 
Salvatore Doria.

For many years Guido worked as a 
restaurateur both in New York and Texas.

Guido is survived by his sister Maria 
Doria and brothers Vincent (sister-in-
law Frances) Doria and Joe (sister-in-
law Lina) Greto. He is also survived by 
nieces Gina and Julia Doria and nephews 
Vincent Jr. and John Doria and Sal, Joey 
and Robert Greto.

Letters Policy
We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 

editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. 

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide  

their name, address and  

Westchester Assembly Delegation Opens Budget Forum, Monday, Feb. 23
The Westchester Assembly Delegation 

invites the public, community leaders, 
municipal and school officials to offer 
comments on the Governor’s proposed 
New  York State budget for 2015-16  on 
Monday, Feb. 23, at Greenburgh Town 
Hall, 177 Hillside Avenue, Greenburgh.

From  2 to 4 pm. general comments 
will be heard on all aspects of the budget, 
and from 4 to 6 p.m., the focus will be on 
the education portion of the budget.

Persons who wish to testify are asked 
to contact Assembly Member Shelley 
Mayer’s office. Those testifying are asked 
to limit their oral presentations to 3 
minutes, to allow for as many people as 
possible.

Written testimony would be greatly 
appreciated.   Please bring copies of 
your testimony to the public forum. It 
is important that you register to testify 
so that those planning to do so may be 

notified in the event of postponement or 
cancellation of the forum, and a schedule 
of presenters can be organized to make 
the most efficient use of time.

The contact for the hearing is Rachel 
Estroff in Assembly Member Shelley 
Mayer’s office, at 914-779-8805/mayers@
assembly.state.ny.us who can answer any 
questions regarding testimony at this 
forum.

Registration is now open for the 
Westchester County Coed Volleyball 
Tournament, to be held Monday and 
Tuesday, April 6 and 7, 7 to 11 p.m. each 
night, at the Westchester County Center 
in White Plains.

The tournament is open to men and 
women, 18 years of age and older. The 
tournament will be played in Round 
Robin format on Tuesday to determine 

the ranking of each team, with a 
double-elimination tournament for the 
championship round on Wednesday. The 
tournament will be played in two levels 
of competition: recreation and power 
recreation. Awards will be given to the 
winning teams and runners-up in each 
division.

Fee is $195 per team, with a limit of 20 
teams. Deadline for registration is Friday, 

April 3.
The Coed Volleyball Tournament is 

sponsored by Westchester County Parks 
and Friends of Westchester County Parks, 
Inc. The Westchester County Center is 
located at 198 Central Avenue in White 
Plains. Parking fees apply. Visit parks.
westchestergov.com to download an 
application, or to receive an entry form by 
mail call 914-231-4034.

The White Plains Youth Bureau is 
offering  Hospitality and  Retail skills 
training on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
March 3 to April 28.

Learn the value of offering great 
customer service (what every manager 
is looking for), meeting quality service 

standards, answering questions 
regarding the store and its merchandise, 
being able to communicate effectively 
with employees and customers, learning 
and comprehending store policies and 
practices, preparing merchandise, and 
other useful skills.

The sessions meet 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. at 
the White Plains Community Center, 65 
Mitchell Place. 

To register call Janet Spencer at 914-
422-1378 ext. 6721 or email jmspencer@
whiteplainsny.gov.

Hospice & Palliative Care of Westchester 
and former White Plains Mayor Joe Delfino 
will be honored at the 2015 Friendly 
Gathering to be held on Saturday, March 
14 at 6 p.m. at Kearney Gymnasium, 52 
North Broadway, White Plains.  The event 
benefits The RDC Center for Counseling 

& Human Development. 
The Friendly Gathering features a 

corned beef and cabbage dinner, Irish 
songs and a performance by The O’Rourke 
Academy of Irish Dance. There also will 
be a Live Auction for golf foursomes at 
Westchester and Bonnie Briar Country 

Clubs as well as other premium items. 
Tickets are $45 in advance and $50 at the 
door; seniors are $35 in advance and $40 
at the door.  Reservations are strongly 
encouraged. For reservations or more 
information, contact 914-798-1106 or 
rdccenter@optonline.net.

Register Now for Spring Volleyball Tournament

White Plains Youth Bureau Skills Training Seminars

Save the Date: 2015 Friendly Gathering, Saturday, March 14 
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When I was first 
elected to the New 
York State Assembly 
in 2012, I promised 
my constituents 
that I would work 
to restore the 
people’s faith in 
our government 
and root out 
public corruption. 

Recently, those efforts took a substantial 
step forward. Some might think that’s a 
reference to Sheldon Silver having stepped 
down as Speaker of the State Assembly. 
That is part of the story. As the Wall 
Street Journal reported, I was one of only 
a handful of members to immediately 
speak up in the Democratic conference 
and question the initial rush to support 
Speaker Silver. But more importantly, I 
have consistently been focused on the 
long-term changes we need to have a 
lasting impact on government ethics in 
our state. And it is on that front that we 
are now seeing real progress.

I welcome Governor Cuomo’s call 
for a five-point ethics platform, and 

in particular the component of that 
plan that would reform a broken and 
nonsensical aspect of the state pension 
system. For two years I have served as 
the lead Assembly sponsor of a bill that 
seeks the identical result as Governor 
Cuomo’s proposal – a state constitutional 
amendment to strip state pension benefits 
from public officials convicted of felonies 
that involve a breach of the public’s trust. 
This year the bill number for this idea is 
A.377. New Yorkers I speak 
to – young and old – left, right 
and center – simply won’t take 
seriously the notion that we’re 
cleaning up Albany so long as 
taxpayer dollars continue to 
go to those convicted felons 
who sit in prison for having violated their 
commitments to the public.

When I first introduced the bill I 
was told that this concept did not have 
a chance to pass the legislature. Yet 
cynicism isn’t something that I care to 
give into. So I pushed forward and began 
building bipartisan support for my bill 
in the State Assembly. By the time I held 
a press conference in Albany on this 

issue last year, the bill had gained 60 
Assembly co-sponsors and it then passed 
the Assembly Governmental Operations 
Committee, marking the first time a state 
constitutional amendment on this topic 
had received a favorable committee vote.

Today I’m pleased to announce that this 
legislation has 93 Assembly co-sponsors 
from both parties, and the idea of stripping 
state pensions from corrupt officials has 
now received its biggest endorsement. 

Governor Cuomo’s ethics 
proposal has put the issue 
front and center. The Governor 
is joined in his support for this 
constitutional amendment by 
editorial boards across our 
state and good-government 

groups including the League of Women 
Voters of New York State and Common 
Cause New York.

In 2011, the Assembly passed the 
Public Integrity Reform Act, which was a 
step in the right direction. This law strips 
pensions for officials who abuse their 
power; however, it only applies to those 
who entered into the state pension system 
after the law’s enactment, and therefore 

it covers only a very small percentage of 
today’s public officials. This loophole in 
the law must be closed so that anyone 
who violates the public’s trust – including 
those who entered the pension system 
before the 2011 law was put in place – 
would forfeit their pensions.

Ultimately, as with any state 
constitutional amendment, this proposal 
will have to go before the people of New 
York in a referendum. I sincerely hope 
New Yorkers will demand that their 
representatives in Albany will give the 
public the opportunity to cast that vote.

By embracing pension forfeiture, 
Governor Cuomo is on the side of the 
people of our great state. Now, with my 
existing legislation and the governor’s 
support for real ethics reforms, I believe 
we are headed in the right direction. 
Government officials who betray the 
public’s trust should not collect a taxpayer 
funded pension, plain and simple. The 
time to act on this is now

David Buchwald is a member of the New 
York State Assembly representing District 
93. He lives in White Plains.

Plan to Strip Pensions from Corrupt Officials Gains Crucial Support from Governor

Guest 
Column

By Assemblyman 
David Buchwald

Police Blotter
Greenburgh Police Department

Credit Card Larceny. On the morning 
of February 9 police responded to a call 
from a victim in Hartsdale who reported 
that an unknown suspect had used her 
Visa card account to attempt to order two 
iPhones. Visa held the charges until they 
could verify with the victim. When the 
charges were found to be fraudulent the 
charges were canceled. The Visa account 
was also cancelled. The victim reported 
that when she went to the Verizon store 
on N. Central Avenue to buy a new cell 
phone, her credit card information was 
given at the time of purchase. She believes 
someone at that time may have given her 
personal information out to the suspect 
who made the fraudulent charges. The 
officer responding to this incident noted 
that reports for similar incidents from 
other parties not related to the current 
victim, who were customers at Verizon 
on N. Central Avenue, also had reported 
strange and fraudulent charges on their 
accounts after making purchases at 
Verizon. These various individuals also 
felt someone at Verizon may have been 
giving out their personal information. 

Suspicious Incident. On February 
10, police responded to a call from a 
residence in Hartsdale. Upon arrival, 
officers spoke with the homeowner who 
reported that at 10 a.m. his housekeeper 

observed a vehicle parked in the driveway. 
The housekeeper did not provide a 
license plate or description. When the 
homeowner returned home he noticed 
footprints in the snow around his house 
by every window. The incident has been 
documented.

Harassment. On the morning of 
February 10 a victim came to police 
headquarters to report that as he was 
walking Southbound on Manhattan 
Ave (near Florence Ave.) an unknown 
suspect stuck him in the back of the head 
knocking him to the ground. He was 
unable to give a description of the suspect 
because his glasses were knocked off as 
he fell and he couldn’t see the suspect. 
The victim suffered pain to the back of 
the head and incurred a terrible headache 
from the blow. The victim could not recall 
any further details and was referred to a 
doctor for a checkup.

Possible Prostitution. On the evening 
of February 10,  members of the Street 
Crime Unit responded to Spring Hill 
Suites for a complaint of suspicious activity 
involving possible prostitution. Hotel 
personnel reported several unknown 
males, possible patrons for prostitution, 
were inquiring about a particular room 
prior to proceeding to it. Upon arrival 
members of the Street Crime Unit set up 

surveillance. Loud music could be heard 
coming from the suspect room. After 
surveillance for approximately 15 minutes 
a loud commotion could also be heard 
over the loud music. Officers knocked 
on the door, which was then answered 
by what appeared to be a female. Officers 
indicated to the female that a noise 
complaint was lodged, at which time the 
female allowed officers to enter the room. 
While in the room, several condoms, cash, 
and multiple cell phones were observed in 
various locations. While interviewing the 
female, identified later as a transsexual, 
a second female was discovered hiding 
in the room under a desk. This female 
indicated to the officers that they were both 
waiting for clients to arrive. On a check of 
both females it was discovered that the 
first had an active bench warrant out of 
Nassau County. She was transported to 
police headquarters and then turned over 
to DET. The second female was released 
with no further incident.

Possession of Stolen Property. On 
the afternoon of February 11, in the 
parking lot of the Crossroads Shopping 
Center, members of the Street Crime 
Unit observed two suspects, both known 
by members of this department. The 
suspects were observed entering several 
stores in the Crossroads Shopping Center 
with empty duffel bags and shopping 

bags. When said parties exited the stores 
the duffel bags and shopping bags were 
obviously full with product. One suspect 
was observed entering and exiting 
Valuable Drugs and continued to look 
back into the store through the windows, 
then looking back and forth down the 
sidewalk. He waved the other suspect over 
and she entered the store and he continued 
to peer through the windows as a look 
out. The second suspect then exited the 
store, placing bags into a shopping cart, 
while the first suspect continued to look 
around the parking lot and sidewalk. Both 
parties were then observed leaving in a 
Metro Taxi. A traffic stop was conducted 
on the vehicle. When officers approached 
the taxi, both parties attempted to 
hide the assorted bags between them, 
however officers could see numerous 
food items and candy bars in the bags 
and floor of the vehicle. Both parties 
were removed from the vehicle and one 
suspect did spontaneously state: “It’s just 
a few things from Kmart.” After further 
investigation both parties were found to 
be in possession of stolen property from 
5 Below, Kmart and Valuable Drugs. 
Both suspects were placed under arrest 
and transported to police headquarters, 
where they booked and processed. The 
stolen merchandise was photographed 
and placed into evidence. Perishable items 
were returned to the store.  

Advertise in  The White Plains Examiner  914-864-0878 
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An Exercise in Matching Wine and Oscar Nominations

Itching for My First ‘Project’ in Years, and Opting for Quick and Easy

The 87th 
Academy Awards 
show airs this 
Sunday. This is 
my sixth year 
of presenting 
the Best Picture 
n o m i n e e s 
and creating 

h y p o t h e t i c a l 
pairings of wine with the top contenders.  

I’ve distilled my list to five of the eight 
nominees. 

“Birdman or (The Unexpected Virtue 
of Ignorance).” This dark comedy praises 
and mocks Hollywood and Broadway 
in one tightly knit, absorbing film, often 
flitting between reality and fantasy. 
Risking his life savings and his reputation, 
Riggan Thomson foregoes a movie 
comeback as the superhero Birdman, 
and instead decides to write, direct and 
star in a Broadway play. One of the actors 
denigrates Riggan’s motivation for staging 
the play: “Popularity is the slutty little 
cousin of prestige.”

New World Pinot Noir wines are 
popular for their linear taste and their 
low price point. Yet the sophistication 
and complexity of these wines pale in 
comparison to their French counterparts. 
Wines from the Burgundy region of France 

have been cultivated and produced for 
hundreds of years, building a prestigious 
legacy and a discerning following.

“Boyhood.” In one of the most ambitious 
approaches to moviemaking ever, writer/
director Richard Linklater follows the 
fictional life of a young boy from the age 
of five to 18 -- over 12 years of shooting. 
We watch the actors evolve physically 
and emotionally through the camera lens. 
Even though the storyline 
is fairly mundane, the 
movie is still able to tug at 
our heartstrings as cinema 
vérité.

California Cabernet 
Sauvignon, popular for 
many years, has been cast 
into a rather mundane role 
as a go-to wine by consumers. We’ve 
watched it grow up, with fond memories 
of its impact on our wine education. Yet 
today it is taken for granted for being 
pleasing, but not that exciting.

“American Sniper.” Chris Kyle became 
an American patriot in his thirties, 
deciding to serve his country and fight 
terrorism. He became the most lethal 
sniper in American military history, with 
160 kills, while serving the Navy SEALs. 
Kyle and many veterans suffer PTSD; this 
movie brilliantly brings the problem to the 

fore in all of its egregious manifestations.
Chris Kyle is the life sum of his 

experiences. Similarly, the legendary 
Châteauneuf-du-Pape wines from the 
Rhone Valley of France are the end result of 
blending up to 13 grape varieties in varying 
ratios into one wine. Each wine bears the 
same outward symbol to consumers, but 
harbors a unique expression of its history 
and influences inside the bottle. 

“The Imitation Game.” 
Breaking the German 
Enigma machine during 
World War II is elusive. 
Alan Turing, an enigmatic 
27-year-old Brit, heads 
up a team that takes on 
this daunting assignment. 
Alan is off-putting and a 

loner with OCD and speech issues. Not 
a winning combination. However, he 
perseveres and his team creates the first 
digital computer and breaks the Enigma 
code. Alan’s life after the war is pure hell, 
and ends in shame and degradation.

In interviewing candidates for his team, 
he comments: “Sometimes it’s the very 
people who no one imagines anything of 
who do the things no one can imagine.” 
So too with the Zinfandel grape. It has 
evolved from a puzzling grape of uncertain 
origin; the code to its best expression has 

eluded winemakers for decades. It can be 
elusive in the hands of one winemaker and 
compliant in another. Its best expressions 
are each unique and complex, yet 
mysterious and puzzling. 

“The Grand Budapest Hotel.” Is this the 
best Wes Anderson movie ever? If I could 
figure out the message I might agree. But 
the tale, including an elusive concierge, a 
young lobby boy, an eccentric heiress and 
her son and the theft of a painting left me 
perplexed, winded -- and parched. 

So I reached for a glass of Alsatian 
Riesling, simultaneously sweet and dry, 
acidic yet balanced, complex yet simple. 
This panoply of characteristics came 
together in an intricate framework of 
finesse. It helped me appreciate Wes 
Anderson’s creativity. I felt better. 

Which movie will win the coveted 
Oscar? Sit back on Sunday night with 
your favorite wine in hand and enjoy the 
festivities. 

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident.  For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
atnantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

When I was younger and forced by the 
lack of money to be a do-it-yourselfer 
around the house and in the garden, I 
dreamed of the day when I could employ 
others to do all that sweaty labor to 
maintain and upgrade everything that 
needed to be done. 

That day came a long time ago, and I 
considered myself lucky that I had more 
time available to pursue other dreams. 

But just last weekend, surprisingly, I 
found myself with a free Saturday for the 
first time in several years where I was 
caught up on all my assignments and just 
itching for something to do around the 

house. More than just itching. Starving. 
As it happens, my wife and I were in 

the process of furnishing a new room that 
was able to make use of a small Shaker-
like pine night table that was stored in our 
attic years ago and forgotten, but it seemed 

to fit our need perfectly. The 
only problem was that its 
surface was badly worn and 
needed to be refinished.

It had been more than 30 
years since I had refinished 
furniture. In those days, I 
was a purist, insisting on 
the method of refinishing 
known as French Polish, 
where the old surface would 
be stripped with paint 
remover. After being sanded, 
the surface grain would be 
“filled” and sanded again 
with fine sandpaper to make 
it perfectly smooth. Then it 
would be coated with several 
coats of shellac or varnish that 
required a long time to dry, 
again being sanded with fine 
sandpaper between each coat 
to remove imperfections and to create a 
better bond for the next coat.  

After three coats, I would finish the 
surface with two layers of Butcher’s Wax, 
buffed to perfection. The process took 
forever to accomplish because of the 
drying time between each coat and also 
because of the sanding required to remove 
the imperfections caused by the brush and 
dust. Shellac can take up to 36 hours to 
dry and, if you do the math, a project of 
refinishing would take forever. 

With this method, a small tabletop 
could take me a couple of weeks of part-
time effort to accomplish. I don’t have that 
kind of time, so my first decision was to 

think about whether I wanted 
to make the leap to use 
polyurethane. Polyurethane 
is a thermoplastic that 
combines the best features 
of plastic and rubber. It has 
gained popularity due to 
its ability to form a thicker 
and stronger film than 
coatings like varnish and 
shellac. It requires less coats, 
time and effort. Oil-based 
polyurethane typically dries 
in 24 hours, while water-
based takes six or less. I’ll 
take the water-based, thank 
you.  

This time around, devoid 
of any materials needed, I 
marched myself down to 
Home Depot and bought 
my small arsenal of products 

for an afternoon’s pleasurable pursuit: 
a pint of paint remover; a half-pint 
of Minwax Wood Finish (in Colonial 
Maple); a half-pint of water-based, fast-
drying polyurethane; two 3M Sandblaster 
sandpaper blocks, one medium grade and 
one fine; and a cheap two-inch brush to 
apply the stripper and a good one-and-a-
half-inch brush to apply the polyurethane. 
In one small bag I was a weekend project 
warrior.

At home, I spread an old sheet on the 
floor, and with my cheap brush covered 
the table top, legs and drawer front with 
the stripper, let it do its thing for 15 
minutes, then wiped it off with old rags. 

After sanding first with the medium 
grade Sandblaster, then the smooth, I 
stained the wood with Minwax and let 
it dry for an hour. Then I simply applied 
the polyurethane and, after less than four 
hours, I found it was completely dry. With 
the fine Sandblaster, I rubbed down the 
imperfections, which did a pretty good 
job on all the flat surfaces. For the turns 
on the legs, I used fine steel wool.  

The end product looked so good 
that I thought I could be ready for the 
finishing wax coat, but I realized that 
I had forgotten to buy Butcher’s Wax. 
However, my favorite secret weapon 
around the house for repairing scratches 
also provides a wonderful final refinishing 
coat. That is Kiwi Shoe Polish. I lathered 
on brown wax in two coats, and the results 
were deep and luxurious.  

Now I have a very sweet, shiny end 
table with an all but impervious surface. 
But more than that, I’ve enjoyed an almost 
Zen-like, lazy afternoon exercise that 
scratched a long-held itch to do a project 
around the house once again. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

By Nick Antonaccio
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Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.

The gleaming surface of  The Home Guru’s 
nightstand, a satisfying quick and easy one-
afternoon refinishing project that opted for a 
polyurethane finish rather than varnish or shellac 
because of  its quicker drying time.
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 The Restaurant Examiner
Stone Barns Center Introduces Spring-Break Cooking Classes for Kids 

Hudson Valley Restaurant Week Begins on March 9
107 Westchester and 10 Putnam Restaurants to Participate

By Jerry Eimbinder
The Stone Barns Center for Food 

& Agriculture in Pocantico Hills has 
expanded its annual educational activities 
with the introduction of Spring-Break 
Farm Camps for kindergartners to third-
graders.

The kids will participate in cooking, 
preparing and eating a snack based on 
what’s growing on the farm. They will 
harvest meal components and take 
home recipes.  The campers will also 
help the Center’s  farmers with seasonal 
chores such as egg collecting, sheep care, 
honeybee observation and composting. 

Understanding how a farm 
functions,  winning kids over to eating 
nutritious food, and raising poultry are 
also some of the topics covered in classes 
on the Spring, 2015 educational schedule 
of The Stone Barns Center.  

At “Poultry School” a two-day program 
of intensive classroom instruction and 
hands-on workshops, attendees will 
become familiar with methods and 
techniques used to raise pastured poultry. 
Birds to be covered in  these  sessions 
include layer-chickens, meat chickens, 
turkeys and geese. 

The registration cost for the March 28-
29 program is $100.

The eleventh annual Sheep Shearing 
Fest is planned for April 25. The Center’s 
flock of Finn-Dorest sheep will be sheared. 
March and April Programs and Events

March 8.  Monthly Winter Farm 

Market. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission. 
March 21. Cooking at Home With 

Kids. Tips for getting children involved 
in cooking while  enticing them to try 
nutritious foods. 10:30 a.m. to noon. 
Minimum age for registrants is 18, $40. 

March 21. Farm  Camp day 
for “Growers.” Second and third graders. 
Drop-children-off event. 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. $50 per person.

March 28-29. Poultry School 
2015.  Raising pastured birds for soil 
health and flavor.  Two days of intensive 
classroom instruction and hands-on 

workshops. $100.
April 1. Spring-Break Farm Camp 

day for  “Sprouts.”  Kindergarteners 
and first  graders. Drop-children-off 
event. 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. $75 per child.

April 1. Spring-Break Farm Camp day 
for “Growers.” Second and third graders. 
Drop-children-off event.  10:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m. $75 per child.

April 8 to May 27 (every Wednesday) or 
April 9 to May 28 (every Thursday). Little 

Cooks and Gardeners. Ages 3 to 
5. 11 a.m. to noon or 2 to 3 p.m. 
$220 for a parent or caretaker and 
one child. $220.

April 12. Monthly Winter 
Farm Market. 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Free admission. 

April 18. Cooking at Home 
With Kids. Tips for getting 
children involved in cooking 
while  enticing them to try 
nutritious foods. Simple inventive 
recipes are covered. 10:30 a.m. 
to noon. Minimum age for 
registrants is 18, $40.

April 18.  Farm  Camp day 
for  “Growers.”  Second and third 
graders. 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. $50 
per person.

April 25. Sheep Shearing Fest 
2015. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Children 
under 2: free, 2 to 14: $15; Adults 
(15 plus): $25.

Insider’s Tour. Behind-the-
scenes tour of greenhouses, 
planting fields and livestock. 

90-minute tours on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. Extensive walking involved. 
Children 6 to 14: $17; Adults : $20.

Family Farm Tour. 45-minute tour on 
Saturday and Sunday. Youths and adults: 
$10.

The Stone Barns Center for Food and 
Agriculture is located at  630 Bedford 
Road,  Pocantico Hills, NY 10591, 914-
366-6200, www.stonebarnscenter.org.

By Jerry Eimbinder
Spring Hudson Valley 

Restaurant Week begins its 
tenth year on Monday, March 
9 and the two-week program 
runs through March 22. [A 
November “second season” 
version of this event debuted 
in 2012 and will take place 
this year from November 9 
to 22.]

Lunches and dinners cost 
diners exactly the same 
as they did in 2013 and 
2014  —  $29.95 per person 
for a three-course dinner and 
$20.95 per guest for a three-
course lunch. Beverages 
from coffee to cocktails, tax 
and gratuity are additional. 
Some  restaurants provide 
selections at higher prices but are 
required to also offer non-supplemented-
cost choices on the menu.

Two hundred and five restaurants 
are participating in the March, 2015 

program  — up from 168 two years ago. 
One  hundred and seven of the eateries 
are located in Westchester County, 10 in 
Putnam County, and the  remainder are 
from five other New York State counties 
(Rockland, Dutchess, Orange, Ulster and 

Columbia)  and Connecticut. Hudson 
Valley Restaurant Week had 70 restaurants 
participating when it launched in 2006. 

The restaurants enrolled in the 
program can be viewed at the Hudson 

Valley Restaurant Week website: www.
hudsonvalleyrestaurantweek.com.

The program is conducted by The 
Valley Table, a food and culinary 
magazine headquartered in Newburgh.

The cost is $29.95 per person for a three-course dinner during Spring Hudson 
Valley restaurant Week.  The cost is $20.95 per person for a three-course lunch during Spring Hudson Valley 

restaurant Week.

Spring Poultry School at Stone Barns.

At “Poultry School” learn about layer-chickens, meat chickens, 
turkeys and geese. 
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ADOPTION
Warmhearted couple wishes to give un-
conditional love to an infant. Get to know 
us at RichandRenee@hotmail.com or 315-
200-3559.

A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad. Financial security. 
Expenses paid. Call/text. Mary & Adam. 
1-800-790-5260.

Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides � -
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or con� -
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
� roughAdoption.org

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish.  We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish. We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

CAREER TRAINING
WELDING CAREERS- Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation, 

automotive, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for quali� ed students. Job 
placement assistance. CALL AIM 855-
325-0399

FINANCIAL AID
Parents! Having trouble with college 
funding?  Get personal help with � nan-
cial aid forms for free grants. Visit www.
sourcesforstudents.com or call Paul An-
thony Rivers at (914) 358-1700.

HELP WANTED
HAIRSTYLIST/BARBER WANTED.
Experienced. Katonah 914 232 5201 

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for quali� ed 
students  Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

Heavy Equipment Operators In High 
Demand! Get Hands On Training And 
National Certi� cations Operating Bull-
dozers, Backhoes, Excavators. Average 
$18-$22 Hourly! Veteran Bene� ts Eligi-
ble! 1-866-968-2577

HOME IMPROVEMENT
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-

BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

LAND FOR SALE
FORECLOSED LAND! *5ac - $14,325 
*7ac - $16,415 *9ac - $19,100 Prime up-
state NY location just o�  the NY State 
� ruway! Buy all 3 for less than $49,000! 
Woods, dramatic views, town rd, utils, 
clear title, EZ terms! Call: 888-905-8847 
NOW!

ABANDONED FARMLAND! 6ac-† 
Stream- $24,900 Beautiful xmas tree plan-
tation, babbling brook, nice Views, gor-
geous country setting! Less than 3.5 hrs 
NYC. Call 888-479-3394 or NewYork-
LandandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHU-
SETTS PROBATE & FAMILY COURT 
DEPARTMENT WORCESTER PRO-
BATE AND FAMILY COURT 225 Main 
Street Worcester, MA 01608 Docket No. 
WO14D3296DR Sixto E. Ramon Vs. 
Lissette S. Torres Divorce Summons by 
Publication and Mailing To the Defen-
dant: � e Plainti�  has � led a Complaint 
for Divorce requesting that the Court 
grant a divorce for irretrievable break-
down. � e Compliant is on � le at the 
Court.An Automatic Restraining Order 
has been entered in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current � nancial 
status of either party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.You are hereby 
summoned and required to serve upon: 
Kyung Gun Bang, Esq. Tadmor & Tadmor 
LLP 340 Main Street Suite 610 Worcester, 
MA 01608 your answer, if any, on or be-
fore 03/17/2015.  If you fail to do so, the 
court will proceed to the hearing and ad-

judication of this action.  You are also re-
quired to � le a copy of your answer, if any, 
in the o�  ce of the Register of this Court. 
WITNESS, Hon. Denise L. Meagher, First 
Justice of this Court. Date: December 30, 
2014. Register of Probate

MISCELLANEOUS
LOVE TO DECORATE? Want to be 
your own boss and control your sched-
ule and income? Turn your passion into a 
business. Call 914-761-6150 

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MUSICAL MERCHANDISE
TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD GUITARS!
1920's thru 1980's. Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins/Ban-
jos. 1-800-401-0440

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of a� ordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

$WANTED$ COMIC BOOKS Pre-1975: 
Original art & movie memorabilia, sports, 
non-sports cards, ESPECIALLY 1960’s 
Collector/Investor, paying cash! Call 
WILL: 800-242-6130 buying@getcash-
forcomics.com

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NJ: 1-800-488-4175

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878

or e-mail 
classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline

 is Thursdays at 5pm for 
the next weekʼs publication
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Feb. 17
WCC Film Series: “Belle.” Based 

on the true story of Dido Elizabeth, 
the illegitimate mixed race daughter 
of a Royal Navy captain, raised by her 
aristocratic great-uncle and aunt. Belle’s 
lineage affords her certain privileges, 
yet the color of her skin prevents her 
from fully participating in the traditions 
of her social standing. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 
Davis Auditorium, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-606-5616.

Tuesdays at Dorry’s. A Conversation 
About Implicit Racism. Despite our best 
intentions and without our awareness, 
racial stereotypes and assumptions can 
creep into our minds and affect our 
actions. Would you be surprised to 
learn that you unconsciously favor one 
racial group over another? What causes 
implicit racial bias? Does it matter? What 
can we do about it? Want to see if you 
have an implicit racial bias?   Take the 
test at www.understandingprejudice.org/
iat/. At Dorry’s Michael Hackett will help 
us explore implicit bias – other people’s 
and our own – and its implications. 
Conversation partners gather weekly for 
informal table talk. There is no charge. 
Just come and order your food from 

Sylvia and enjoy the discussion and the 
company. Please join us. No reservations 
are needed.  Presentation is 6 to 7 p.m. 
Food ordering starts at 5:30 p.m. Dorry’s 
Diner, 468 Mamaroneck Avenue, White 
Plains; 914-682-0005.

Wednesday, Feb. 18
Mother Nature’s Story Time. Children 

enjoy winter days with nature-themed 
stories, nature walks, live animals and/or 
crafts in the first installment of this six-
week session that meets on Wednesdays. 
Dress for outdoor activity. Except in 
extreme conditions, a portion of each 
class is spent outdoors. For children two 
to four years old. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 10 
to 11 a.m. Members: $50 per child. Non-
members: $90 per child. Pre-registration 
and pre-payment required. Info and 
registration: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Italian Cultural Film: “Cinema 
Paradiso.” A filmmaker recalls his 
childhood when he fell in love with the 
movies and formed a deep friendship with 
the village movie theater’s projectionist. 
Westchester Community College’s 
Gateway Center, Davis Auditorium, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 11:15 a.m. Free. 
Info: 914-606-6790. 

Saturday, Feb. 21
Wolf Tails for Kids: Mythology of 

a Predator. A program that discusses 
the relationship between the wolves 
and humans of the past. Guests will be 
introduced to various wolf mythologies 
and then have a chance to create their 
own and share, if desired, before visiting 
ambassador wolves Atka, Alawa, Zephyr 

and Nikai and the center’s critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican 
gray wolves, too. Don’t forget a camera. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem. 
2 p.m. Adults: $15. Children (under 12): 
$12. Pre-registration required. Info and 
pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Finding and Feeding Winter Birds. 
Go on a winter walk and learn what birds 
in our area like to eat and where they find 
shelter. The walk includes a visit to the 
Birds of Prey Aviary and busy bird feeders 
as well as a search for our more elusive 
feathered friends. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 
p.m. Members: Free. Non-members: $8 
per person. Info: 914-723-3470  or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.   

Natures Course: Wolves and Moose 
of Isle Royale. For decades a wolf and 
moose study has been conducted on Isle 
Royale to better observe how predator/
prey dynamics work. However, this study 
may soon come to an end. Join the Wolf 
Conservation Center in a discussion of 
current issues for the wolf populations 
both on Isle Royale and elsewhere in the 
United States. Then, visit ambassador 
wolves Atka, Alawa and Zephyr and 
the center’s critically endangered red 
wolves and Mexican gray wolves. Dress 
for cold weather.  Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 11 a.m. $15. Pre-
registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Reception for “Perspectives From the 
Eyes of Four Artists.” Paintings by Jane 
Black of Bedford and Marion Schneider 
of Larchmont will hang alongside the 

photographs of Ruth Raskin of Scarsdale 
and Rita Baunok of South Salem in this 
powerful four-woman exhibition of new 
works. Mamaroneck Artists Guild, 126 
Larchmont Ave., Larchmont. 3 to 5 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-834-1117 or visit www.
mamaroneckartistsguild.org.

The Cashore Marionettes: “Life In 
Motion.” Award-winning artist Joseph 
Cashore creates and manipulates 
amazingly lifelike marionettes. This 
one-of-a-kind performance is a series 
of scenes taken from everyday life and 
set to the beautiful music of Beethoven, 
Vivaldi, Strauss and Copland. Through a 
combination of virtuosic manipulation, 
humor, pathos, classic music and poetic 
insight, the Cashore Marionettes take the 
audience on a journey that celebrates the 
richness of life. Westchester Community 
College’s Academic Arts Theatre, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 8 p.m. $22. 
Seniors and students: $20. Children 
(under 13): $16. Info and tickets: 914-
606-6262 or visit www.sunywcc.edu/
SmartArts and click on the “Buy Tickets” 
link. Tickets may also be bought at 
the box office a half-hour before the 
performance.

Buckwheat Zydeco. American 
musical legend Stanley “Buckwheat” 
Dural Jr. (a.k.a. Buckwheat Zydeco) is the 
preeminent ambassador of Louisiana’s 
zydeco music. Preceded by opening act 
Professor Louie and The Crowmatix. 
Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 Brown 
St., Peekskill. 8 p.m. $34 and $44. Info 
and tickets: 914-739-0039 or visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Parents, educators, administrators, 
scientists, researchers, psychologists 
and guidance counselors are invited to 
a research symposium “Unlocking the 
Puzzle of Reading and the Brain” on 
Saturday, March 7 at 10 a.m. at the Pace 
Graduate Center (1 Martine Avenue in 
White Plains). The event is co-sponsored 
by The Center for Literacy Enrichment 
School of Education at Pace University, 
Burke Medical Research Institute and 
Sleepy Hollow School District.

The symposium will focus on 
advances in brain research as it relates 
to reading, learning, and the difficulties 
associated with them, including dyslexia 
and ADHD, and understanding the 
principles of brain organization. 

Presenters Joanna A. Christodoulou, 
EdD  and Tracy M. Centanni, PhD, 
both from the MGH Institute of 
Health Professions and the McGovern 

Institute for Brain Research at MIT, 
will discuss the link between the brain 
and reading; genetics as it relates to 
learning and language impairments 
like dyslexia; current research in 
this area and a sneak peek into  
future research.

The symposium was the brainchild of 
Sr. St. John Delany, PhD, Director of The 
Center for Literacy Enrichment, who has 
become increasingly frustrated with the 
general lack of understanding between 
why children struggle academically and 
what goes on in their brains when they 
learn.  

“I see children every day who want to 
read, but lack strategies for decoding, or 
who do not have the necessary concept to 
make them competent readers,” explains 
Sr. St. John. “Parents, teachers and 
administrators struggle to reach these 
young minds, but don’t know how. This 

symposium will help them understand 
the connection between their child’s 
brain and thought process, and how 
genetics affects it.”    

Dr. Christodoulou, who received her 
EdD from the Harvard Graduate School 
of Education, is an Assistant Professor 
in the Department of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders at the MGH 
Institute of Health Professions in 
Boston.  She completed her doctoral 
training at the Harvard Graduate School 
of Education in Human Development 
and Psychology.  Dr. Christodoulou 
leads the Brain, Education, and Mind 
(BEAM) Team examining the brain-
behavior dynamics underlying reading 
development and difficulties. She holds 
affiliations at the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education and Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. For more 
information, visit  bit.ly/18GBNTC. 

Dr. Centanni is a postdoctoral 
researcher in the Department of 
Communication Sciences and 
Disorders at the MGH Institute of 
Health Professions in Boston and the 
McGovern Institute for Brain Research at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 
Cambridge. She completed her doctoral 
training at the University of Texas at 
Dallas in Cognition and Neuroscience. 

Dr. Centanni’s research involves 
bridging the gap between rodent models 
and the human condition to study 
the neurological and genetic basis of 
language and reading disorders. 

The cost for the event is $35. Tickets 
can be purchased online at  www.
thecenterforliteracy.com or by calling 
914-422-4135. 

Follow the event on social media with 
the hashtag #CLEPace.   

SYMPoSIuM To PRESENT LEADINg RESEARCH oN BRAIN ACTIvITY AND READINg
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EX AMINER SPORTS

By Albert Coqueran 
The White Plains High School Hockey 

Team celebrated “Senior Night” with a 
4-0 win over Pelham High School, on 
Thursday, Feb. 12, at Ebersole Ice Rink. 
The Tigers victory over the Pelicans had 
a special significance for Head Coach 
Howard Rubenstein, as he won his 250th 
career-game.

Rubenstein has been leading the 
Tigers Hockey Program for 18 years. 
In celebration of this season’s “Senior 
Night” Rubenstein and his trusted 
Assistant Coach David Lynch printed 25” 
x 20” action photographs of each senior 

and presented the pictures to them in the 
locker room before the game. 

Rubenstein also spoke individually to 
each senior and thanked them for their 
commitment to White Plains Hockey. 
The parents of each senior were presented 
flowers during a pregame ceremony, as 
the mothers of each graduating senior 
were donned in a special Tigers hockey 
jersey made for the occasion.

White Plains will lose all three of their 
Team Captains after this season, including 
goalie Chris Stangarone, forward 
Michael Carrier and Defenseman Matt 
Conroy. Also celebrating “Senior Night” 
were goalie Teddy Buck, forward Nico 
Mancini, Defenseman Jarrett Sannerud 
and forward Anthony DeMaria.

After shutting out Pelham, 4-0, the 
Tigers concluded their 2014-15 campaign 
with a, 13-6 overall and 2-2 Section 1 AA 
record. Stangarone had 27 saves in the 
game against Pelham, which boosted his 
total saves to 511 this season.  

Stangarone has played varsity hockey 
since seventh grade and Rubenstein will 
surely miss him next season. “Chris has 
been the face of our team for the last five 
years. I could not have asked anybody to 
do anymore than what he has done for 
us. I am really proud of him and will miss 
him,” said Rubenstein. 

Freshman James Carrier led the scoring 
against Pelham with two goals, while his 
older brother Mike Carrier, who was 
celebrating “Senior Night,” added one 
goal. Mike leads the team in scoring this 
season with 17 goals. “Mike is a four-year 
starter and has had a really great season 
this year. He works as hard has anybody 
and he is our leading goal scorer, so we 
will miss him too,” Rubenstein added.

Conroy shifted from offense to defense 
this season and has 64 block shots. 
Conroy also leads the team in assists. The 

defenseman added three assists against 
Pelham to bring his total this season to 
21 assists.

Although, all seven seniors will be 
missed by Rubenstein and Lynch, it is 
really a special departure for Stangarone, 
who grew-up in the program while 
playing six years of varsity hockey. “It is a 
big thing after six years and every group 
of guys I played with has been amazing. 
For this to be my last year is a little weird 
but you have to finish it off strong and 
do what you have to do,” said Stangarone.

White Plains Hockey Senior Night, Rubenstein Wins 250th

Stepinac NLI Signing Day 

on Wednesday, Feb. 4 Stepinac High School celebrated eight student/athletes, who signed National 
Letters of  Intent to attend college after graduation this spring. Stepinac quarterback Brandon 
Coleman signed to play football for the historical uS Naval Academy of the Division 1 Patriot League. 
There is no doubt that Stony Brook university of  the Division 1 Colonial Athletic Association will have 
a great defense next season with Stepinac defensive standouts Gavin Heslop and Demarcus Miller 
both signing to play for the Seawolves. Stepinac running back Malcolm Major, who can run like a 
greyhound, will attend Assumption College and play for the Greyhounds of  the Division II Northeast-10 
Conference. Lineman Dwayne Scott signed to attend the university of  Rhode Island of  the Division 
1 Colonial Athletic Association. Furthermore, defensive tackle Dante Ezkiel Francis signed to play 
for Division III College of  Brockport State university of  NY. He will join former teammate Sheldon 
Soleman, a White Plains resident who graduated from Stepinac in 2014, on the Golden Eagles. Also, 
Chris Jordan will attend Fayetteville State university of  the Division II Central Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference and Lacrosse Goalie Robert o’Toole signed to play lacrosse at Nazareth College. 

PHoTo CouRTESY STEPINAC ATHLETICS
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