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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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Investigators: Crash Investigation May Take a Year to Complete

Romantic Valentine’s 
Day Dining

By Pat Casey 
In a joint statement Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo and Congresswoman Nita Lowey 
announced Monday that $5 million in 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
funding for 2015 would be administered 
to eligible Westchester Communities.

Both the governor and members 
of the Westchester County Board of 
Legislators acknowledged and thanked 
Congresswoman Lowey for working with 
the federal government to help loosen up 
the funds.

Because of the ongoing affordable 
housing lawsuit between HUD and 
Westchester County, local governments 

and nonprofits within the Westchester 
consortium that received HUD funding 
but which were later accused of taking 
the funds without building required 
affordable units, were denied CDBG 
(Community Development Block 
Grant) money from 2011 through 2014, 
totaling $23 million. The consortium was 
disbanded at the end of 2014, but the 
ongoing settlement dispute has not been 
resolved.

The $5 million is for 2015 only and 
there is no indication whether or not 
funds would be available in 2016.

Under the Congresswoman and 
continued on page 4

Firefighter Honored With Street Naming
By Pat Casey

White Plains Firefighter William Joseph 
(Billy) DeLanoy was remembered in a 
street dedication ceremony on Saturday, 
Feb. 7. The block from Maple Avenue to 
Carhart on Mamaroneck Avenue, White 
Plains, is now called Billy DeLanoy Way. 

The dedication took pace in front of 
White Plains Fire Station 6. A new street 
sign marks the intersections.

Billy DeLanoy was a White Plains 
resident for 58 years. He died on February 
6, 2013.

Having resided in numerous 
neighborhoods in the White Plains 
community, DeLanoy attended St. John’s 
Grammar School and Stepinac High 
School. He married Joanne Del Vecchio 
in 1977 at the chapel at Good Counsel. 

Together they raised three sons and two 
grandchildren, who all reside in White 
Plains.

DeLanoy worked for the City of White 
Plains for 34 years, with the White Plains 
Fire Department (1978-2013) Badge 27, 
Lieutenant (1996-2003) Badge 26, Deputy 
Chief (2003-2013) Badge DC2. He was 
Welfare Chairman for White Plains 
Professional Firefighters Local 274 and 
Executive Board member of White Plains 
Professional Firefighters Local 274.  He 
came from a long line of firefighters who 
also served the City of White Plains dating 
back to the 1920s.

Many of his accomplishments 
included running political campaigns 
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By Martin Wilbur and Janine Bowen
It may take investigators up to a 

year to find out why the driver of 
an SUV moved into the path of the 
Metro-North train in Valhalla last 
week killing six people.

National Transportation Safety 
Board member Robert Sumwalter 
said the agency’s team is expected 
to return to Washington this week 
and piece together a timeline 
of the Feb. 3 accident at the 
Commerce Street crossing in 
hopes of determining probable 
cause. Investigators also hope to 
learn whether the fiery explosion 
that engulfed the vehicle and the 
train’s lead car was caused by the 
third rail or the SUV’s gas tank.

“We’re just in the very beginning 
stages of this investigation,” 
Sumwalt said last Friday.”There’s 
a lot that needs to be done, yet 
there’s a lot that has been done.”

The five passengers killed were 

all seated in the train’s first car. 
They were Eric Vandercar, 53, an 
investment banker from Bedford; 
Walter Liedtke, 69, an art curator 
from Bedford Hills; Chappaqua 
resident Robert Dirks, 36; Joseph 
Nadol, 42, of New Castle; and 
Tomar Aditya, 41, of Danbury. 
Another 15 passengers were hurt, 
some seriously. Most were taken 
to nearby Westchester Medical 
Center.

The driver, Ellen Brody, 49, of 
Edgemont was also killed. She 
entered the crossing when the 
barrier come down on her 2011 
Mercedes ML 350 about 6:27 
p.m. last Tuesday. The driver who 
was in the car behind Brody’s at 
the time of the accident reported 
to investigators that he had 
entered onto Commerce Street 
after traffic had been diverted 
from the Taconic State Parkway 

continued on page 2NTSB Board member Robert Sumwalt surveys vehicles involved in the Metro-North train crash last week in Valhalla.

continued on page 4
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due to a separate accident, Sumwalt said.
When he approached the crossing, he 

reported that traffic was “inching along” 
as the SUV moved onto the crossing and 
came to a stop. At this point, the crossing 
arm lowered onto the SUV and hit the 
back of the car. According to the witness, 
Brody got out of her car and walked to 
the arm, then got back into the vehicle 
and sat there for a moment “as if there 
was enough time to put on her seatbelt.”

Sumwalt said the 5:44 Southeast-
bound Harlem line train from Grand 
Central Station was traveling at 58 miles 
per hour--under the 60-mile-per-hour 
speed limit-- before the engineer applied 
the emergency brake when he spotted the 
car in the crossing four seconds before 
impact. NTSB investigators determined 
the train had decelerated to 48 miles per 
hour when it collided with the SUV and 
took another 650 feet to stop, he said.

Sumwalt stated all equipment was 
functioning properly and procedures  
were followed by the crew in the seconds 
before the crash. The train’s horn 
sounded with the proper cadence--two 
longs blasts followed by one short blast 
and another long blast--as it approached 
the crossing. 

Thirty-nine seconds  before the 
train approached the crossing, the 
flashing lights  illuminated  and the arm 
subsequently lowered, said Sumwalt. The 
area also had adequate signage.

Investigators will study the factors that 
may have led to Brody getting stuck on 
the tracks. Sumwalt said they  will  try 
to determine how familiar she was with 
the vehicle and the area and  if traffic in 
front of her prevented her from moving 
forward. In addition, the NTSB is in 
the process of obtaining her cell phone 
records, to determine if she was texting or 
making a call at the time of the accident. 

“We do that routinely now in all 
transportation accidents because we 
have seen a lot of accidents where this is 
a factor,” said Sumwalt. 

The SUV was registered and passed 
inspection in December.

The third rail, which broke apart 

in 39-foot sections after impact, was 
last inspected in December, according 
to Sumwalt. One section of third rail 
pierced the SUV behind the driver while 
12 sections broke through the bottom of 
the first train car and piled up inside the 
train car.

The NTSB will work cooperatively 
with MTA police to conduct a thorough 
inspection of the severely damaged first 
car of the train.  It was removed late 
Wednesday to the MTA facility in North 
White Plains.

“This is a very detailed investigation of 
this car. We’re combing carefully through 
pieces of ash, debris, pieces of third rail 
that have penetrated into that rail car and 

it makes for a very lengthy investigative 
process because of the severe, burnt-out 
condition of that car,” Sumwalt said.

County Executive Rob Astorino took 
a tour of the crash site hours after the 
accident and affected seeing the charred 
wreckage firsthand.

“What I saw on that train is something 
that I’ll never forget,” Astorino said. “I 
am amazed that anyone got off that train 
(alive).”

After the collision, hundreds of 
passengers were seen evacuating the 
rear of the train and walking along the 
Taconic Parkway, on nearby streets or 
through the snow in nearby Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery looking for a way to 
get home, Astorino said.

On a typical weekday, that train 
averages about 655 commuters, said MTA 
President and CEO Thomas Prendergast. 
The train had made its last stop at 125th 
Street and was scheduled to stop next in 
Chappaqua. Prendergast said. 

For Astorino, the deadly crash hit close 
to home.

“I was a commuter. This is my home 
town and I would take (that) train from 
Hawthorne,” he said. “You sit down on 
the train with your iPad or iPod and you 
expect to get home safely. This is the last 
thing anyone would expect to happen.”

If anyone has information that could 
benefit the investigation, they may 
e-mail witness@NTSB.gov. 
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A SPECIAL TRIBUTE FOR A SPECIAL PASSION.
Exclusive use in the Westchester, Rockland, Putnam and Fairfield areas of our 

Tombstone® Motorcycle Hearse® Motorcycle Hearse® . We are proud to offer this one-of-a-kind specialty 
vehicle for the motorcycle enthusiast or someone wanting something unique for a 

family member. In the past, families have been bound by customs when making funeral 
arrangements; today, our Tombstone® Hearse provides you with a dignified alternative ® Hearse provides you with a dignified alternative ®

to the traditional hearse that you will remember as long as your loved one.

www.BallardDurand.com  
Elmsford
72 East Main Street
(914) 592-6300
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Matthew J. Fiorillo, CFSP • Owner/Funeral Director (914) 592-6300(914) 949-0566

Don’t let the biker in your life take their farewell ride in anything else.

The Passion
 Lives Forever.

Photo © 2014 Tombstone Hearse & Trike Co.®

continued from page 1
Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New York City Police Officers

people were like MLK then we wouldn’t 
see as much damage. If Mr. King were 
alive now, he would be appalled by how 
much violence there is. This is a symbolic 
spot.”

More than 50 percent of the national 
Oath Keepers membership are active 
duty and retired police officers, 
Morganthaler explained. “There is an 
allegiance and a bond between our 
organization [Oath Keepers] and police. 

We stand with our police and thank and 
support them, and are proud to sponsor 
the vigil here tonight.”

The vigil included prayers, a playing 
of Taps and a bagpipe rendition of 
“Amazing Grace.”

The sponsoring organization, Oath 
Keepers was established in 2009. 
According to the organization’s print 
literature, “Oath Keepers is a non-
partisan association of currently serving 

military, reserves, National Guard, 
veterans, Peace Officers, and Fire 
Fighters who fulfill the oath we swore, 
with the support of like minded citizens 
who take an oath to stand with us, to 
support and defend the Constitution 
against all enemies foreign and domestic, 
so help us God.”

“Our oath is to the Constitution, not 
to the politicians, and not to any political 
party,” Morganthaler said.

Frank Morganthaler (right) honors the memory of  NYPD officers Rafael Ramos and Wenjian Liu. The 
Westchester County Police Memorial is to the left.

Despite the wind, attendees at the vigil managed 
to keep their candles burning.

continued from page 1
Kwanza Celebrated at White Plains Slater Center

December 26 to January 1. 
Kwanzaa has seven core principles 

called Nguzo Saba. It was created by 
Maulana Karenga and was first celebrated 
in 1966. Each year one of the seven 
principles is a focus of the celebration.

Umoja, unity, represents the family, 
community, nation and race. Kujichagulia, 
self-determination, is about defining 
oneself and speaking for oneself. Ujima, 
collective work and responsibility, is about 
building and maintaining community. 
Ujamaa, cooperative economics, is about 
building and maintaining businesses and 
to profit from them together. Nia, purpose, 
addresses the building of community as a 
collective vocation. Kuumba, creativity, 
reminds one to always do as much as 

one can do for community. Imani, faith, 
is about believing in our people, parents, 
teachers and leaders.

This year principle four, Ujamaa 
(Cooperative Economics) is the focus, 
which is why local businesses were 
honored.

The Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative is made up of a number 
of organizations in the community, 
including Community Unitarian Church 
of White Plains, Thomas H. Slater Center, 
White Plains Housing Authority, White 
Plains Housing Authority Residents 
Council, White Plains Youth Bureau, 
YWCA of White Plains, White Plains 
Juneteenth Heritage Committee and 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Freedom Library.

continued from page 1
Investigators: Crash Investigation May Take a Year to Complete

 NTSB lead investigator Mike Hiller gives instructions to the team at the scene of  last week’s Metro-
North crash.
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Gedney Neighborhood Eager for 
Decision on FASNY Special Permit 
By Pat Casey

Waiting anxiously to hear when a 
decision will be made on the Special 
Permit and Site Plan applications by the 
French American School of New York 
(FASNY), the Gedney neighborhood 
Association wrote to White Plains Mayor 
Tom Roach for an update.

John Sheehan, president of the Gedney 
Association received the following 
email from White Plains corporation 
counsel John Callahan in response: 
“The Mayor requested that I respond to 
your e-mail.  The FASNY application is 
undergoing review by city staff, including, 
but not limited to, the SWPPP review 
being conducted by the Department 
of Public Works. When all necessary 
reviews are complete, the Council will 
consider the applications at a public 
meeting. I cannot commit to a date by 
which the reviews will be completed, as 
it is important that they be thorough.”

After a several year process of back 
and forth negotiations about the fate of 
the site formerly owned by the Ridgeway 
Country Club, the final period of review 
of the complex project is now in process.

The site, which meanders through 
one of White Plains suburban-like 
communities, would house a regional 
K-12 school campus and a multi-acre 

wildlife preserve, and would include the 
partial closing of a neighborhood street, 
Hathaway Lane.

Towards the end of the public hearing 
segment, public outcry against any type 
of closing of Hathaway Lane became a 
prominent issue and several agencies 
within White Plains including the 
city’s Planning Board and the White 
Plains Board of Education expressed 
their concerns about public safety, 
especially pedestrian and traffic safety in 
a neighborhood where more cars could 
potentially be forced onto local streets.

White Plains, which has been 
seeing zoning changes and multi-use 
development projects in and around its 
downtown, is a 10-square mile city. The 
urban core is surrounded by suburban 
neighborhoods. The encroachment of 
institutional and commercial entities into 
the quieter neighborhoods has become a 
major issue for the city at large.

Some proponents of the FASNY 
project say the area already has plenty 
of institutional development and that 
the school would be an asset to the 
community. Those opposed claim 
FASNY would set a precedent for the 
undoing of White Plains single-family 
zoned neighborhoods.

Advertorial

ROYAL HANNEFORD CIRCUS CELEBRATES 40th ANNIVERSARY  
APPEARING AT THE WESTCHESTER COUNTY CENTER 

The Countdown is on – It’s less 
than 40 days to the 40th Anni-
versary Royal Hanneford Circus 
spectacular at The Westchester 
County Center in White Plains.

Circus stars familiar and new 
are on the bill and ready to en-
tertain the thousands of families 
expected to attend one of the 
nine performances over the 3 day 
President’s Day Weekend, Feb-
ruary 14- 15- 16. Performance 

times are 10AM – 2PM and 6PM 
each day.

 The Royal Hanneford Cir-
cus is a family tradition at The 
Westchester County Center pro-
viding a “traditional Circus” in 3 
Rings! High flyers, The Human 
Cannonball, The Magical Quick 
Change, Elephants, Tigers, Bears 
and Camels and everyone’s fa-
vorite Grandma….Grandma The 
Clown, are just a few of the Cir-

cus stars ready to entertain.
Tickets are on Sale at the 

Westchester County Box Office, 
from ticketmaster and ticketmas-
ter.com. All seats are reserved 
and affordable. Premium seats 
are $32. Regular reserved seats 
are $25. There is a discount for 
groups of 20 or more at select 
Shows. For information, call the 
Westchester County Center Box 
Office- (914) 995-4050 or visit 

countycenter.biz.
The Royal Hanneford Circus 

welcomes sponsors TD Bank, 
America’s most convenient bank 
and The Metro North Railroad, 
the way to go. The Westchester 
County Center is a short walk 
from the White Plains Train Sta-
tion. Go to MTA.info and click 
on Metro North Deals and Geta-
ways for ticket offer and travel  
information.

White Plains Thomas H. Slater  
Center Sets 50/50 Fundraising Challenge

As it gets closer for Kurt Kannemeyer, 
Development Director at St. 
Christopher’s, Inc., to climb the 19,500-
foot Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania as a 
fundraiser for developmentally disabled 
children, a the White Plains-based 
Thomas H. Slater Center is launching 
a county-wide 50/50 Challenge for the 
effort.

The Slater Center is recruiting 20 
people to raise $1 each day for the 50 
days leading up to the climb on April 1. 
The 50/50 Challenge began this Monday.

“Our goal is to engage Westchester 
County in assisting Kurt’s final push 
before his climb,” said Heather Miller, 
Executive Director of the Thomas H. 
Slater Center.

St. Christopher’s #ClimbForOurKids 
Mount Kilimanjaro Fundraiser will raise 
funds for an ILS (Independent Living 
Services) Center for St. Christopher’s 
developmentally disabled children at 
their Valhalla Campus.

In an environment where children are 
faced with their own “mountains” on a 
daily basis, Kannemeyer, an Ossining 
resident, has become a role model. In 
addition to raising awareness for at-
risk, special needs children, he will be 
climbing in honor of his mother, Gladys, 
who passed away last July after a long 

battle with breast cancer.
Since the fall, St. Christopher’s has 

been able to raise $20,000. With $10,000 
more, St. Christopher’s will be able to 
reach its goal.

Since its inception in 1881, St. 
Christopher’s has helped teens with 
emotional, behavioral and learning 
disabilities by providing a residential 
program encompassing comprehensive 
therapeutic, social and family services 
coordinated with special education 
schooling.

“It is encouraging to see the Thomas 
H. Slater Center assist in our fundraising 
efforts,” said Kannemeyer. “I am grateful 
that they have collectively put together 
this challenge to not only help reach our 
goal for the climb and also help children 
right here in our community.”

For more information on how to join 
the 50/50 Challenge call 914-948-6211. 
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*Special Bulletin*
I am happy to announce that “The George Ondek Show” will now 
be seen on Greenburgh Govt. Channel 76, and has recently been 
added to Yonkers and Portchester as well, and can be seen from 

time to time on the Yorktown and Cortlandt Govt. Channels 

You can also watch my Cablevision shows anytime on  
You Tube by simply typing in “George Ondek.”  

Past guests include former Governor George Pataki, NY  
Giants quarterback Eli Manning and author Susan Berliner

for various elected officials throughout 
Westchester including Janet DiFiore, 
DA of Westchester County and Alfred 

Del Vecchio, Mayor of City of White 
Plains. He was a St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Committee Member and Grand Marshall 
Aide in 2006.

DeLanoy was co-founder of Little 
League Baseball in the City of White 
Plains and brought Stepinac freshman 
baseball to the school in 1994, where he 
was head coach for four years. He also 
revived American legion baseball in the 
City of White Plains, where he was head 
coach for five years.  He also umpired 
Baseball throughout Westchester County.

In memorial remarks White Plains Fire 
Chief Richard Lyman said about Billy: 
“Bill was more than a friend to us. He was 
a trusted advisor, a big brother you went 
to for advice. He always offered support 
that was pure, simple and refreshing. He 
would make recommendations, offer 
solid advice and then guide you into 
developing your own plans and schedules, 
and making decisions in the future.”

Billy DeLanoy was a St. Patrick’s Day Parade Aide. 
A block along Mamaroneck Avenue in White Plains 
has been dedicated in his name.

SMALL NEWS  
IS BIG NEWS

Advertise in  The White Plains 
Examiner  914-864-0878 

Governor’s plan, communities that had 
previously been in the consortium will 
now be able to competitively apply to the 
State for funds.

New York State Homes and Community 
Renewal will distribute approximately 
$3.3 million in Westchester County 
CDBG funds through a competitive 
application to allow the funding to be 
distributed quickly and fairly to the most 
effective initiatives proposed by local 
community nonprofit organizations 
and localities. The funding will be made 
available only to initiatives located in the 
areas formerly served by the Westchester 
County Consortium.

Activities eligible for this funding 
include housing improvements for 
rehabilitation, homeownership, residential 
water/wastewater projects, structural 
improvements to public facilities that 
will serve special-needs populations, and 
infrastructural improvements to public 
water/wastewater systems and public 
works such as sidewalks and streets. This 
funding will also create jobs through 
grants and loans that will foster small 
business development.

More than $600,000 will be available 
from Emergency Shelter Grants, which 
can fund the renovation of buildings 
used as emergency shelters or transitional 
housing for homeless families as well as 
maintenance, operation, rent, repair, 

security, food, and utilities. More than 
$900,000 will be available for the HOME 
Investment Partnerships Program, 
which can fund a wide range of activities 
including building, buying, and/or 
rehabilitating affordable housing for rent 
or homeownership.

At a press conference after the 
announcement BOL chair Michael 
Kaplowitz (D-Somers) said the 
announcement was a big win for 
Westchester. He said that with the State 
stepping in rather than the County, funds 
would be held in a lock-box type situation 
and not used for other purposes.

Mary Jane Shimsky (D-Hastings-
on-Hudson) said Greenburgh had lost 
$700,000 because of the withholding and 
was grateful for the available funding.

Legislator John Testa (R-Peekskill) 
said he was happy about the State 
intervention and noted that the County 
Executive had been requesting that HUD 
do something similar to work one-on-
one with communities in the disbanded 
consortium.

Testa also said that the CDBG grants 
came from taxpayer dollars and should 
not have been withheld arbitrarily. 

Communities such as White Plains, 
which were not part of the Westchester 
Consortium, did not lose CDBG funding 
and have maintained their one-on-one 
relation with HUD.
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Metro-North Crash Victims All Remembered as Outstanding Individuals
By Pat Casey

The fatal train/car accident on February 
3 at the Commerce Street crossing in 
Valhalla has been acknowledged as the 
worst accident in Metro-North’s history. 
Six local victims lost their lives that day. All 
were remembered by family, friends and 
co-workers as outstanding individuals.

Ellen Brody, 49, of Edgemont, was 
the driver of the SUV that moved onto 
the tracks triggering the crash. She is 
remembered as a perpetually optimistic 
and caring family person who greeted 
everyone with a warm smile and infectious 
humor. She worked at ICD Contemporary 
Jewelry on South Greeley Avenue in 
Chappaqua. She met her husband, Alan, 
in 1989. He said she was the love of his 
life and that “our family reveled in her 
sunshine.” They had three daughters Alexa, 
Julia and Danielle.

The remaining five victims were all 
passengers on the Metro-North Harlem 
Line train’s first car as it headed north.

Robert Dirks, 36, of Chappaqua, was 
a Scientist at D.E. Shaw Research, which 
creates computer models of organic 
molecules for use in drug development. 
A high school valedictorian, he received 
a Ph.D. in chemistry from the California 
Institute of Technology where he met his 
wife. They had two children. Dirks was 
referred to in several media reports as a 

person of habit who regularly rode in the 
first train car because he preferred the 
quiet it offered.

Walter Liedtke, 69, of Bedford Hills, 
oversaw the collection and special 
exhibitions of European paintings at the 
Metropolitan Museum in Manhattan for 
the past 35 years. He was an authority 
on the works of Johannes Vermeer and 
Rembrandt. He earned his master’s degree 
at Brown and a doctorate at the Courtauld 
Institute of Art in London. He spent four 
years on the faculty at Ohio State. In 1979 
he received a Mellon Fellowship to study 
at the Metropolitan Museum, which he 
never left. Liedtke and his wife, Nancy, a 
math teacher, who is his only immediate 
survivor, raised horses. 

Joseph Nadol, 42, of New Castle, was 
Managing Director at JP Morgan. He 
joined the Manhattan-based bank in 
2001. Institutional Investor magazine in 
2009 named him the best analyst covering 
the aerospace and defense-electronics 
industries. He was remembered for his 
adventurous spirit and immense love for 
family and friends last Saturday at his 
memorial service at First Congressional 
Church in Chappaqua. 

Nadol’s widow, Jen, said her husband 
was always ready to live life to its fullest. 
They had three sons Joey, Sam and Jake.  

Aditya Tomar, 41, of Danbury was JP 

Morgan vice president of technology 
supporting the bank’s asset-management 
division. Before joining JP Morgan, he 
worked at Morgan Stanley, Sanford C. 
Bernstein & Co. and Barclays Capital. 
Tomar, an immigrant from India, studied 
at the Indian Institute of Technology 
and Miami University in Ohio before 
beginning his career at Con Edison, where 
he worked in commodity pricing. Tomar is 
survived by his wife Reshma.

Eric Vandercar, 53, of Bedford, was 
Senior managing director in institutional 
sales and trading and head of municipal 
funding at Mesirow Financial in New 
York. He had previously spent 27 years 

at Morgan Stanley. Those who knew 
Vandercar remembered him as a person 
who loved to work hard and play hard 
and as someone who was always ready for 
an adventure. A graduate of the Wharton 
School of Business, Vandercar held degrees 
in business and engineering and earned 
his MBA from NYU. He married his wife, 
Jill, whom he met on a blind date, in 1995. 
They had two children Jake and Sadie.

11December 30 - January 5, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com

Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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By Martin Wilbur
When Adam Handler heard the news 

last Tuesday night that a Metro-North 
train had collided with a vehicle at the 
Commerce Street railroad crossing in 
Valhalla, he was transported back nearly 
a decade and left shaken.

On that day when Handler approached 
that same crossing, the red lights flashed 
briefly and a second or two later the heavy 
wood barrier on his side of the road came 
down onto the roof of his car.

“I’ve seen that happen to drivers. 
You can get befuddled,” said Handler, a 
Brewster resident who had owned a small 
advertising agency on nearby Stevens 
Avenue for about 20 years and used the 
crossing three or four times a week.

It was a nerve-racking experience for 
Handler but he was fortunate it was in 
broad daylight and traffic was light at the 
time. There were no other vehicles behind 

him, so he quickly gathered himself, put 
the car in reverse and moved out of the 
way of danger. He thought perhaps that he 
failed to notice the red flashing crossing 
lights as quickly as he should have.

“I didn’t want to make a big deal out of 
it at the time,” he said. 

However, it wasn’t the last time Handler 
would see that happen. On repeated 
occasions, there were other drivers who 
would become trapped, surprised that the 
arms would descend so quickly and onto 
a car.

He said some motorists would actually 
get out of the car, more concerned about 
damage to the roof of their car when the 
barrier would come down with a thud 
than they possible being partially in the 
path of an oncoming train.

Last week he immediately began 
wondering if the driver of the 2011 
Mercedes SUV, Edgemont resident Ellen 

Brody, may have become confused at what 
was happening, when the barrier came 
down and rested on the back top portion 
of her car, contributing to an already 
difficult set of conditions in that area at 
that time.

Unlike the time it happened to him, 
Handler said last Tuesday was dark with 
rush hour traffic and a nearby accident. 
It also appears that Brody may have been 
unfamiliar with the territory.

The tragedy has prompted Handler 
to contact the National Transportation 
Safety Board with suggestions to improve 
safety at the location and to reach out 
to state representatives to help improve 
conditions at that crossing.

“There are a couple of things they could 
do to avoid this,” Handler said. “It’s more a 
traffic and road issue than an MTA issue.”

One step he suggested is for the state 
or the proper jurisdiction to extend the 

area off of Commerce Street by building a 
small lane that runs parallel to the Taconic 
State Parkway. Currently, there is room 
for about three or four cars to fit on the 
short stretch between the parkway and the 
crossing should the crossing arms come 
down, which is usually inadequate during 
rush hour.

Handler’s second suggestion would be 
to put foam on the wooden barriers, since 
it appears that many drivers are concerned 
about scratches or dents.

Last week, during his briefings, NTSB 
board member Robert Sumwalt said that 
the crossing functioned properly. He also 
said it took 39 seconds from the time the 
red crossing lights flashed until the train 
entered the crossing.

However, Handler hopes that the 
accident opens the eyes of the authorities 
to make improvements at the site to make 
sure it never happens again.

White Plains resident Charles A. 
Goldberger of McCullough, Goldberger 
and Staudt LLP, has been elected 
Chairman of the Board of the YMCA 
Central and Northern Westchester. 

Goldberger has served on the board 
of the YMCA and as its legal counsel 
for many years. This is his second time 
in the role of chairman. He took the 

position at the Jan. 22 meeting, the 
first of the year, after his election in 
December. The YMCA consists of the 
White Plains facility, a community 
YMCA in Somers and Camp Combe 
YMCA in Putnam County

  A senior partner in MGS, Mr. 
Goldberger heads the litigation 
department and concentrates on 

commercial, construction and 
personal injury litigation, commercial 
arbitration and Surrogate’s Court 
litigation. He is a member of the 
Westchester, New York State and White 
Plains Bar Associations, and of the New 
York State Trial Lawyers Association. 
In addition, he is a member of the 
Board of Directors  of  The Hebrew 

Hospital Home, Inc. and serves as 
General Counsel to several cooperative 
and condominium associations. He 
also serves on the Westchester County 
Parks, Recreation and Conservation 
Board.

Mr. Goldberger has been a visiting 
professor in Estonia, Romania, 
Bulgaria, Poland and Serbia. 

Motorist: Safety Improvements Needed at Commerce Street Crossing 

Goldberger to Serve Second Term as YMCA Board Chairman
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Greenburgh Police Department
Trespass. On the morning of January 

26, police responded to a call from Ray 
Catena Lexus, 525 Tarrytown Road, 
White Plains. The car dealership reported 
that two suspicious males were observed 
sitting in a gold mini van in the rear lot. 
When the police arrived, they asked 
the males what they were doing in the 
lot. They responded that they where 
just looking around, and they had done 
nothing wrong. The dealership manager 
said he believed the two men were the 
same people observed at a past tire theft 
at the company’s other lot on Yellowstone 
Avenue in White Plains on December 25th. 
The surveillance video from December 
25th was given to the Greenburgh Police 
Department detective division by the 
management. The dealership informed 
the police they it did not want to press any 
charges for the past larceny, but did want 
the two males arrested for trespassing. 
The management also advised it wanted 
the two males to stay off all its properties. 
The men where placed into custody and 
transported to police headquarters where 
they where processed for trespassing 
arrest. The Dodge minivan was towed to 
the impound lot. The two men where also 
charged with a past larceny from January 
15 at Mavis Discount Tire, 865 South 
Central Ave., Scarsdale. The men where 
later arraigned at Greenburgh Town 
Court for both charges. They were given 
$500 bail. Because they were unable to 
make bail and they where transported to 
Westchester County Jail. 

Driving While Intoxicated. On the 
evening of January 26, police responded 
to a motor vehicle accident on Central 
Avenue in Hartsdale involving a single 
vehicle that struck a utility pole. The 
driver of the vehicle was seen fleeing 
the scene on foot. He was later stopped 
by additional responding officers. The 
suspect was observed to have glassy, blood 
shot eyes, was unable to keep his balance, 
and had a strong odor of an alcoholic 
beverage emanating from his breath. His 
speech was slurred. Officers noted that the 

suspect had to lean on the police vehicle 
to keep his balance. Due to a language 
barrier, the standardized field sobriety 
tests were unable to be administered. 
Based on their training and experience, 
the officers determined the suspect to be 
under the influence of alcohol and placed 
him under arrest. A witness at the scene 
said he saw the suspect travel across 
two lanes of traffic, striking the utility 
pole and then running from the vehicle. 
A breath test was performed at police 
headquarters. The suspect was charged 
with leaving the scene of a property 
damage accident. Police also observed 
that the suspect had two Visa credit 
cards and a NY Sate Drivers license in his 
possession that did not belong to him. He 
was later fingerprinted.

Suspicious Incident. On January 26, 
police responded to a home in Hartsdale. 
The caller said she recently discovered 
missing folders and emails on her laptop 
computer and that the folders and emails 
contained financial information from 
Citibank and Fidelity Investments. The 
alleged victim did not have any further 
information on the incident, saying 
she did not know if anyone actually 
obtained access into her computer and 
she had not checked with her financial 
institutions to see if anyone accessed her 
accounts. Police advised her to contact 
the financial institutions advising them to 
check her accounts and to monitor them 
for fraudulent activity. She was further 
advised to check her computer for any 
viruses or unusual activity. The incident 
was documented and the victim was 
advised to contact police headquarters if 
she discovered any fraudulent activity.

Possession of Controlled Substance. 
On the afternoon of January 29 members 
of the Greenburgh Street Crime Unit 
observed a vehicle traveling on Old 
Tarrytown Road failing to stay within the 
traffic lane. A traffic stop was conducted. 
As police officers approached the car, they 
observed a baggie containing a white rock 
like substance believed to be MDMA on 

the driver’s lap. The driver was removed 
from the vehicle and said baggie was 
recovered and confirmed to be MDMA 
with the use of a field test kit. The suspect 
was placed under arrest and transported 
to police headquarters where he was 
booked, processed and held.

Criminal Mischief. On January 
29, police responded to a residence in 
Hartsdale on a report of a dispute that 
occurred earlier in the day at the Petco 
parking lot. The caller reported that his 
cellphone was damaged when it was 

thrown into a snow bank during a verbal 
dispute. The argument was over money 
and the caller provided the name of the 
person who had made the attack. When 
police asked to see the damaged cell phone 
the caller said he did not have it nor did he 
have paperwork for the exchange he said 
he had made earlier that day for a new 
phone. A witness said she had observed 
the altercation and that when the caller 
offered the cell phone in place of the owed 
money, the attacker threw the phone into 
the snow. No further information could be 
obtained and nothing further was done.
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2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for the Holidays at Somers Custom Framing

continued from page 3
Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL
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Obituaries
Marie Cassavecca
Marie Cassavecca, 83, of Elmsford 

passed away February 6. She was born May 
27th, 1931 to the late Samuel and Anna 
Trombone. She was also predeceased 
by her husband Peter, her brothers 
Dominick and Frank, her sisters Teresa 
and Elizabeth. She is survived by her 
loving children, Debra Efferen of Carmel, 
Laura McLoughlin of Lake Carmel and 
James Cassavecca of Elmsford; and three 
grandchildren Kenneth McLoughlin 
Jr., Robert and Scott Efferen, her sisters 
Natalie, Philomena and Catherine. 
Visitation will be Tuesday, Feb. 10, from 
2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m. at the Ballard-
Durand Funeral Home, 72 East Main St., 
Elmsford. Mass of Christian Burial will be 
held at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church in 
Elmsford on Wednesday, Feb. 11th at 10 
a.m. Burial will follow the service at Mt. 
Calvary Cemetery in White Plains. 

Maria Seelig
Maria “Maya” Seelig, of Hartsdale, 

passed away February 3. She was 93. Maya 
was born November 20, 1921 in Karlsruhe, 
Germany to the late Karl and Lina Fiedler. 
On August 8, 1948 Maya married Ernst 
A. Seelig Sr. He predeceased her March 
9, 1976. For 20 years Maya worked as 
a seamstress for Neiman Marcus and 
Bergdorf Goodman. 

Maya is survived by her four children: 
Ernst A. Seelig Jr. and his wife Melanie 
of Ossining, Reinhold K. Seelig and his 
wife Eileen of Saratoga Springs, Sonya M. 
Berger and her husband Marc of Walden, 
and Michael W. Seelig and his wife Jill of 
Hartsdale> She was predeceased by her 
daughter Ilona M. Seelig.

Also surviving are nine grandchildren; 
Heidi (Shawn) Swears, Tiffany (Nate) 
Seelig, Lucas (Danijela) Seelig, Dara 
Seelig, Jacob Seelig, Abigail Seelig, Jessica 
Berger, Michael Seelig Jr., and Lindsey 

Seelig, and four great grandchildren; 
Wyatt, Natasha, Penelope and Cypress.

Letters Policy
We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 

editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. 

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide  

their name, address and  
contact information. 

High School Student Sends Out Plea to Save Her School
My name is Teresa Ramoni and I’m a 

junior at the Academy of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel High School in White 
Plains. As you may have heard by now, 
the property my school is located on is 
being sold due to the Sisters who own 
the campus’s financial state. In May of 
2014 we were told that we had to be off 
campus by July 1st and were told to look 
for relocation options.

My school’s Board of Trustees worked 
very hard in order to find a location 
for our school, but due to the short 
time table they were given, their efforts 
were unsuccessful. Now we have been 
blessed with the answer to our prayers. 
A financial backer has come forth and 
has given the Save Good Counsel Inc. 
(a parent group that is an established 
corporation) the money they need in 
order to place a market value bid for the 
property.

Although we have the money to buy 
the campus, in order to show that we are 

financially stable after we purchase the 
property, we need to raise some funds. 
As of now $25,000 had already been 
raised in a week. I am reaching out to you 
to make a donation of any kind in order 
to help us achieve this goal. If for some 
reason our efforts are unsuccessful, you 
will be given back your donation.

I ask you to donate whatever you can 
for me, the elderly sisters who live on 
campus and who will be able to stay 
if we purchase the property, and for 
my fellow students and teachers. GCA 
is a wonderful community filled with 
wonderful people. I have made such 
amazing friends who I know I will stay 
in touch with throughout my lifetime. 
I have been graced with having such 
dedicated teachers who inspire and guide 
me everyday. My teachers have families 
to provide for and they deserve a stable 
job for the future. It is time for us to 
give back to the sisters who have served 
our community for over 100 years and 

preserve a legacy and beautiful historic 
jewel in the city of White Plains.

I hope to graduate from Good Counsel 
Academy and hope that GCA will be a 
haven for thousands of young women 
in the years to come.   Anyone who has 
gone to or visited GCA can tell you what 
a special place it is. It is filled with such 
a warm family-like atmosphere and has a 
beautiful spirituality. I can honestly say 
Good Counsel has helped shape me into 
the person I am today and the person I 
will grow to be in the future. If there was 
no GCA, I do not know what I would do 
next year. This means everything to me 
and so many others!

Let’s show the world that education 
is something worth fighting for and as 
Margaret Mead said, “Never doubt that 
a small group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s 
the only thing that ever has.”  

–Teresa Ramoni

The Westchester County Health 
Department is offering residents the 
opportunity this month to get free flu 
shots, along with vaccines to protect 
against six other diseases at its Yonkers 
and White Plains clinics.

The health department clinics will offer: 
Free flu vaccines to residents age 19 and 
up and Free HPV and meningococcal 
vaccine for college students.

Residents who are uninsured or whose 
insurance doesn’t cover vaccines also may 
receive: Zoster vaccines for ages 60 and up 
to protect against Shingles, Flu vaccine for 
children ages six months through 18 years, 
MMR for residents age 19 and up, which 

provides protection against measles.  
Call now for your appointment. Supplies 

are limited. Clinics will be held: Feb. 20 at 
the White Plains Clinic, 134 Court St., call 
995-5800; Feb. 13 and 27 at the Yonkers 
Clinic, 20 S. Broadway, 2nd floor, call 231-
2500

“Last week’s case of measles in a Bard 
College student who rode an Amtrak train 
as well as the multi-state measles outbreak 
that originated at Disneyland are fresh 
reminders of the importance of getting 
vaccinated,” said Westchester County 
Commissioner of Health Sherlita Amler, 
MD in a media alert announcing the free 
vaccines. “We have vaccines for children, 

students, adults and seniors – and these 
vaccines provide safe and effective 
protection for a number of diseases.” 

To prevent spreading the flu, cough or 
sneeze into your elbow and wash your 
hands frequently with soap and water 
frequently. If you do get a respiratory 
infection, stay home until 24 hours after 
your fever subsides to avoid spreading 
your germs. Clean surfaces you touch 
often, such as doorknobs, water faucets, 
refrigerator handles and telephones.  Get 
plenty of rest, exercise and eat healthy 
food.

For more health information go to 
www.westchestergov.com/health.

Health Commissioner Urges Residents to Get Flu Shots and Other Vaccines
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Getting Locked Out, Locked Up, and Locked In
With my recent move, I learned that 

hanging on to keys and identifying which 
key is for which lock is important. I 
needed to call my local Locksmith-on-
Wheels in Yorktown Heights, owned by 
Eugene and Carl Camia, to open two 
locked file cabinets with long lost keys. 

There was also an unexpected mystery 
that unfolded before me. Buried deep in 
the eaves of my attic was a footlocker that 
I had placed there more than 40 years ago 
when I moved into the house and totally 
forgot about. It was an item my parents 
had purchased for me when I was 13 
years old and being shipped off to military 
school. It was to hold all my clothes and 

other possessions for that experience. As 
an adult, I used it for moving from one 
place to another and storage.  

As I lugged it from its hiding place, I 
found that it was extremely heavy, locked 
and had no key. I had no idea what might 
be in it. My wife guessed that it might be 
cobblestones, remembering that I used 
to collect interesting stones for walkways 
and patios. 

“Oh, right,” I said, “that makes sense, 
that I’m going to save stones under lock 
and key.”  

On that fateful day for the unveiling of 
its secret contents, I called together my 
staff for a “happening” much like that 
famous non-event that Geraldo Rivera 
staged for the opening of the Al Capone 
vaults in Chicago. I didn’t remember any 
skeletons, figuratively speaking, from my 

past. When the trunk lid 
was slowly opened, we 
found only dense stacks 
of newspapers, periodicals 
and manuscripts -- packed 
tight, much like the 
famous hoarder Collyer 
brothers -- dating from 
1962 to 1968, obviously the 
latter year being the date 
the trunk was closed and 
locked. I quickly realized 
that this was my public 
relations “clipping file,” 
every publicity placement 
I made from the beginning 
of my career, including 
a blowup of a New York 
Times clip of my wife and 
me from our 15 minutes 
of fame that had gone 
missing, I thought, forever. I had forgotten 
how much space was required before 
paperless storage. 

The experience gave me the opportunity 
to think about the importance of keys and 
locks and to meet Carl Camia, who told 
me that his call for lost keys has greatly 
decreased since the age of keypunch locks 
and automatic openers. All I have to do 
now, for instance, is stand near my car 
with my key in my pocket and my car 
door opens automatically. Then I just 
push a button to start it.

Camia told me something interesting, 
even a little frightening, about home 
security for people who move from more 
urban locations where having more than 
one deadbolt lock is common. We want 
the same thing here in the country, and 
when we do, it can be a dangerous thing 
in case of a fire. 

“If a fire breaks out in a house and 
the second deadbolt lock is in place, the 
homeowners can panic and not be able to 
find the key and not be able to get out of 
the house,” he said.  It’s happened.”

Locks have always been about keeping 
us secure and others from stealing our   
possessions. It began nearly 4,000 years 
ago in Assyria with the wooden pin 
lock. Although those locks are the most 
primitive examples of the trade, they were 
actually the basis for the modern tumbler 
locks today. Combination locks and 
padlocks were also used in antiquity, with 
the earliest examples found in ancient 
Roman sites. Wealthy landowners and 
nobles used wooden lockboxes to store 
and protect their valuables from thieves. 
At that time, locks were hand-crafted 
and costly to produce. In Roman culture, 
citizens used keys as rings to keep them 
safe from theft. 

Through the years, locks became wood/
metal hybrids, but around 900 A.D. they 
became all-metal, typically made of 
brass and iron, making them exclusive to 
blacksmiths, thus the title of Locksmith 
was born.

The Industrial Revolution drastically 

changed the manufacturing of 
locks, with machines making 
it possible for advanced 
components to be produced 
with ease. In the United 
Kingdom, Robert Barron’s 
Double-Acting Tumbler 
introduced the five lever system, 
and Jeremiah Chubbs’ Detector 
Lock utilized automatic 
jamming mechanisms, inspired 
by demand for a new lock by 
the British government in 1818. 
Barron’s design is one of the few 
that is still used today. 

The most commonly used lock 
now is the Double-Acting Pin 
Tumbler Lock, modeled after 
the wooden locks of Assyria. It 
was first patented by American 
physician Abraham Stansbury 

in 1805 and later modernized by Linus 
Yale of Connecticut in 1848. In the early 
20th century, Hungarian immigrant John 
Junkunc revolutionized the craft with his 
dial combination locks and went on to 
make American Lock Company one of 
the biggest manufacturers of locks in the 
nation.

Since then, locksmiths have gone on 
to add features ranging from magnets to 
electronic sensors and digital keys. 

If you get locked out, or something you 
want gets locked in, or if you move into a 

new house, be sure to change the lock for 
obvious reasons and call Locksmiths-on-
Wheels at 914-245-0048.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is:  
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.and his blog is: 
www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage the 
services of The Home Guru and his team 
to market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.
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Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.

HELP WANTED
Cost Estimator (Yonkers, NY)  
Analyze survey reports, maps, drawings, 

& blueprints to plan construction projects. 
Estimate quantities & cost of materials, equip-
ment & labor to determine project feasibility & 
scope. REQS: Bachelor’s deg or equiv in Civil 

Engg or rltd field; will accept applicants w/
single deg or any combo of degrees, diplomas, 
or prof’l credentials determined to be equiv to 
U.S. bachelor’s deg by an accredited creden-

tials evaluation service. 2 yrs exp in job offd or 
rltd role w/similar duties. Full term of exp must 
incl cost estimation, surveying, & computing 

load & grade reqs, water flow rates & material 
stress factors to determine dsgn specs for  

large construction projects. 
Resumes: R&L Construction, Inc.,

904 Nepperhan Ave, Yonkers, NY 10703.

Blow-up clipping of  a New York Times article 
about Margaret and Bill Primavera, discovered 
in a trunk, forgotten and locked away for over 
45 years in The Home Guru’s attic.
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Reveling on Chinese New Year and Mardi Gras
Don’t forget the Lunar 

New Year, the Year of 
the Goat, beginning on 
Sunday, Feb. 19th and of 
course Fat Tuesday, Feb. 
17th. Here is an eclectic 
round-up of delectable 
dishes and dining venues 

for these food-centric 
celebrations. Be sure to check ahead for 
exact dates, times and pricing.

Aberdeen Seafood & Dim Sum: 3 
Barker Ave., White Plains, 914-288-0188. 
In the Residence Inn, the staff told us 
they would be offering special New Year 
banquets for two weeks. You can also 
celebrate with a run through their popular 
Dim Sum, or from the regular menu. 
www.aberdeenwhiteplains.com.

This flavorful pan Asian menu 
blossoms. Owner Charlie Kao of Spring 
Asian Cuisine, 545 Gramatan Ave., Mt. 
Vernon, 914-699-2828, will be serving 
a variety of creative Chinese New Year’s 
dishes along with specialties from Japan, 
Thailand, Malaysia and Vietnam. Charlie 
and his staff would be pleased to help 
you make selections from the menu. A 
great party idea: Charlie offers Karaoke 
equipment and a stage for your group. 
www.springasiancuisinemountvernon@
allmenus.com. 

Eugene Lum of Lum 
Yen Chinese Restaurant, 
100 W. Boston Post Road, 
Mamaroneck, 914-698-6881, 
is the second generation of 
his family to be operating 
at the corner of Boston Post 
Road and Mamaroneck Ave. 
It has been going on for over 
40 years. This spot recalls those delectable 
memories of Cantonese-style Chinese 
cuisine of years ago. They are planning to 
serve a variety of New Year’s specialties. 
www.lumyen.com. 

Imperial Wok Chinese & Japanese 
Restaurant 736 North Broadway, White 
Plains, 914-686-2700, will be offering 
an extraordinary banquet for about two 
weeks. There has been a lot of buzz about 
their tasty Szechuan selections. You can 
order off their regular menu as well which 

includes such long-time favorites. www.
imperialwokwhiteplains@allmenus.com. 

The Chen brothers at Oriental Palace, 
480 New Rochelle Road, in the Chester 
Heights section of Bronxville, 914-668-
8877, have a fine hand with their regional 
Chinese cuisine. They will be celebrating 
the New Year from Feb. 19th with an 
exciting banquet menu. The festive menu 
includes such specialties as: Honey Sesame 
Shrimp, Winter Melon Pottage with 
young ginger, Filet Mignon with Chinese 
basil; Crispy Fish with peppercorn sauce, 

and winter festival rice. 
Mardi Gras at the Bayou: 

Proprietor Peter Van Cott 
of The Bayou Restaurant, 
580 Gramatan Ave., Mt. 
Vernon, has been serving 
up the spirited sounds and 
flavors of Cajun country 
going on 23 years, and 

the place is still bustling and enjoyable. 
So if you can’t make it to New Orleans, 
this is the spot to revel in authentic blues 
and zydeco music while hunkering down 
to an overstuffed Po’ Boy or such house 
specialties as: Southern Fried Chicken, 
Grilled Peppered Catfish, Tender Pork 
Ribs Smothered in BBQ Sauce, Jazzy 
Jumpin’ Jambalaya served with Louisiana 
Anduille Sausage, Alligator Sausage, 
and Crawfish Tails Smothered in Rich 
Creole Gravy. A special Mardi Gras Bash 

will be held here on Fat Tuesday, Feb. 
17th featuring live entertainment and a 
4-course dinner. Cost is $65 per person 
and seating times are at 6, 8 and 10 p.m. 
If you just want to hang at the bar there 
will be a $20 cover charge. Entertainment 
will be provided by ‘The Crown Prince 
of Zydeco’ C J Chenier & The Red 
Hot Louisiana Band. Reservations are 
definitely suggested. Phone: 914-668-
2634. www.bayourestaurantny.com 

Morris Gut is a restaurant consultant 
and former restaurant trade magazine 
editor. He has been tracking and writing 
about the food and dining scene in greater 
Westchester for over 25 years. He may 
be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net.

 By Morris Gut

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

On Valentine’s Day, Bring a Gift of the 
Red Barn Bakery’s Delicious Freshly 

Baked Treats to Your Sweetheart
Offerings: 100% ORGANIC, 

Non-GMO
Heart-shaped French macarons 

(made by hand from scratch)
Chocolate covered strawberries 

Chocolate cheese cake 
Flourless chocolate cake – heart 
shaped with fresh raspberries

Decorated heart-shaped 
sugar cookies

Organic cookies, pies, tarts, 
scones, muffi ns, biscotti and more

Gluten-free cakes and pies 
available on special order

The Red Barn 
Bakery’s baked goods 

are available at 
gourmet food stores 

and at the 
seasonal Farm 
Market of the 

Stone Barns Center 
for Food and 
Agriculture. 

4 South Astor Street • Irvington, NY 10533
914-231-7779

www.redbarn-bakery.com
Find us on Facebook: Red Barn Bakery, Irvington, NY

Open for breakfast 
and lunch on Tuesday 

through Sunday.
Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Across the street 
from the Irvington

Train Station

An Artisanal Bakery Offering Traditional, Gluten Free and Vegan Baked Goods.

31.72. 74 71 99

red barn bakery

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for Valentine’s Day at Somers Custom Framing!

Happy Valentine’s Day
Celebrate in one of Westchester’s most romantic settings

5 North Buckhout Street 
Irvington, NY 10533

www.ilsorriso.com

Call for reservations: 
914-591-2525

Three-Course  

Prix-Fixe Menu:  

$45 per person  

plus tax and tip

Complimentary glass of 

prosecco included

• Open for lunch and  dinner onTuesday through  Sunday• One block from theIrvington  Train Station

Chinese New Year Specialties

Traditional Mardi Gras Dessert
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The Restaurant Examiner’s Guide to Valentine Day’s Dining
By Jerry Eimbinder

Restaurants offering prix-fixe menus or 
special menus for celebrating on Feb. 14 
are covered in this article. In some cases, 
the Valentine’s Day dishes are also offered 
on Feb. 13 and 15. At most restaurants, 
the regular menus or limited versions of 
it will also be available. Prices shown for 
prix-fixe menus do not include tax, tip or 
beverages except where otherwise noted.

Because Valentine’s Day falls on a 
Saturday this year, many restaurants are 
extending operating hours. Ruth’s Chris 
Steakhouse, for example, will be open for 
lunch on Valentine’s Day. probably the 
first time in its history it has done this.   

Armonk
Amore. Four-course, prix-fixe dinner, 

$55 per person. Entrées: Osso buco, 
chicken scarpariello, wild boar tagliatelle, 
pesce del giorno, seafood cannelloni and 
garganelli fungi.

Moderne Barn. Three-course, prix-fixe 
dinner, $90 per person. Wine pairing add 
$45. Entrées: Broiled filet mignon, ricotta 
gnocchi mushroom medley, seafood 
risotto with mussels, clams, shrimp, and 
calamari. Chocolate covered strawberries.

Briarcliff Manor
105-Ten. Three-course prix-fixe menu. 

Entrees: Oven roasted prime rib, baked 
salmon papillote, and grilled one-and-a-
quarter-pound lobster and escargot.

Chappaqua
Crabtree’s Kittle House.  Four-course, 

prix-fixe dinner, $85 per person.  Wine 
pairing add $50. Entrées: Filet of Florida 
red snapper and roast filet mignon of beef. 
$75 per person on Friday and Sunday.

Croton-on-Hudson
Fino. Three-course, prix-fixe, dinner, 

$37.50 per person. Entrées: Chicken 
martini, salmone dijon, veal chop 
valdostana, red snapper, heart-shaped 
ravioli, shell steak, linguine with clam 
sauce. Coffee included.

Dobbs Ferry
Cedar  Street Grill. Special 

romantic  cocktails and Valentine’s Day 
Singles Night beginning at 10 p.m.

Half Moon. Three-course, prix-fixe 
dinner, $65 per person. Entrées: crab 
stuffed sole, yellow fin tuna, Scottish 
salmon a la pancha, surf and turf, stir fry, 
roasted duck, Guajillo rub semi-boneless 
chicken, 36-ounce steak for two and 
lobster ravioli.

Elmsford
Rini’s.  Three-course, prix-fixe dinner, 

$38.95 per person. Limited a la carte 
menu available. Entertainment at 7:30 
p.m. Tony J Jazz Masters Trio with vocalist 
Louis Vanaria. No cover charge.

Hastings-on-Hudson
Forty North.  Three-course, prix-fixe 

dinner, $65 per person. Complementary 
glass of champagne. Entrées: grilled 

skirt steak, pork brasciole with  house-
made  tagliatelle and braised  lamb 
shank.  Ladies will bring home sweet 
treats.

Harvest on Hudson.  Three-course, 
prix-fixe, dinner, $75 per person. Entrées: 
Branzino, ravioli, calamaratta, veal, John 
Dory, skate, short rib, chateaubriand for 
two, duck L’Arancia and venison.

The Prime.  Four-course, prix-fixe 
dinner, $45 per person. Entrées: Roast 
tenderloin, maple glazed diver scallops on 
bed of spinach, French-cut stuffed chicken 
breast and dijon crusted Atlantic salmon. 
Complementary glass of Ruffino prosecco.

Irvington
Chutney Masala. Three-course, prix-

fixe dinner, $49.95 per person.  Entrées: 
Saag paneer, baigan bharta, chicken tikka 
masala, lamb vindallo, tandoori salmon, 
goan shrimp curry and crab moille. Free 
glass of sparkling or house wine.  

Il Sorriso. Three-course, prix-fixe 
dinner, $45 per person. Glass of prosecco 
included. At least five entrées will be 
offered including filet mignon and lobster 
tail.

Red Barn Bakery. Treats, 100-percent 
organic and non-genetically modified 
organism for purchase at the counter. 
Chocolate covered strawberries, heart-
decorated cookies, chocolate cheese cake, 
chiffon cake, macaroons and flourless 
chocolate cake. Breakfast-in-bed packages 
can be customized with scones, muffins 
or other baked goods. Gluten-free and 
vegan baked goods, in wide varieties, are 
available.

Red Hat on the River. Three-course, 
prix-fixe dinner, $75 per person. Includes 
hors d’œuvrés. Entrées: Fish stew, sautéed 
Block Island fluke, grilled Scottish 
salmon, French-cut chicken breast, duck 
and cherry, short rib bourguignon and 
grilled prime aged steak. Coffee, tea, 
espresso or cappuccino included. Dessert: 
Five assorted sweets.

Katonah
La Fontane.  Three-course, prix-

fixe dinner, $70 per couple.  Entrées: 
Crab ravioli, grilled petite veal, roasted 
Norwegian salmon, lemon linguini 
with clams and artichoke, pork shank 
and pappardelle and risotto pescatore.

Larchmont
Plates.  Three-course, prix-fixe dinner, 

$65 to $85 per person depending on 
seating time. Glass of  prosecco. Entrées: 
Pastrami short ribs, prime rib, spinach 
noodles, striped bass, smoked barbecue 
ribs and duck ravioli. Complementary 
strawberries dipped in molten chocolate 
and complementary petit fours (brownie 
bites and sweet squares).

Mount Kisco
Cafe of Love. Specials: Venison flavored 

with chocolate grape gastrique, duck 

ravioli, citrus branzino papillote cooked in 
parchment. Complementary “Passionate 
Kiss” cocktail and complementary parsnip 
and pear soup amuse with caviar come 
with dinner. Winter menu available. 

The Rose Room. Seafood tower for 
two with oysters, clams, lobster, shrimp 
and crab. Red velvet crepe with ice 
cream and homemade cannoli filling. 
Complementary glass of prosecco.

Via Vanti! “All-Aphrodisiac” specials: 
Veal osso buco ($30), salmon en brodo 
($24), pollo fantastiche ($24), paella 
($29), “Italian Stallion” rib-eye, oven-
roasted bronzino ($25). Appetizers 
include a heart-shaped pizzette ($15), his 
half has spicy sausage, her half  has pears, 
almonds, cheese and honey.

 New Rochelle
Alvin & Friends. Entrées: Seared 

scallops,  anise spiced  duck breast 
and  braised beef short ribs. Live piano 
music and roses for the ladies.

NoMa Social. Three-course, prix-fixe 
dinner, $45 per person. Entrées: Peppered 
filet mignon, lobster ravioli, slow roasted 
Amish chicken, black bass a la pancha and 
slow braised lamb shank. 

Ossining
Travelers Rest.  Three-course, prix-fixe 

dinner, $125 per couple. Entrées: Stuffed 
salmon, half chicken, sliced filet mignon, 
Porterhouse steak, black angus steak, New 
Zealand rack of lamb, eight-ounce lobster 
tail and stuffed shrimp Wellington. 
Dessert: Chocolate covered strawberries.

Rye
La Panetière.  Prix-fixe dinner, $90 

per person.  Wine pairing add $45. 
Entrées:  Tenderloin of veal and lightly 
spiced filet of beef. Dessert: Heart of 
chocolate mousse and creme brûlée.

Scarsdale
California Pizza Kitchen. Special offer 

for two people: one appetizer, two entrées 
and a dessert for $32.  Entrées:  Barbecue 
chicken chopped salad, pizzas, including 
mushroom pepperoni sausage pie, and 
pastas, including garlic cream fettuccine 
with chicken.

Fig & Olive. Three-course, prix-fixe 
dinner, $65 per person. Wine pairing 
add $26. Ladies will receive a rose at the 
end of their meal. Entrées: Truffle risotto, 
Chilean sea bass, filet mignon and roasted 
rack of lamb. Limited a la carte menu also 
available. 

Tarrytown
Cellar 49. Wine-paired, prix-fixe 

dinner/accommodations package, $359-
$369 per couple with lobster risotto and 
filet mignon with chocolate port wine 
reduction; paired wines and beers with 
each course. Includes one overnight 
accommodation and Biddle Mansion 
American breakfast for two.

Cooper’s Mill.  Entrées: Skuna Bay 

salmon, striped bass, French-cut chicken 
breast, filet mignon and rack of lamb. 
Complementary glass of prosecco.

Equus. Five-course, prix-fixe tasting 
menu, $135 per person. Wine pairing, add 
$50. Entrées: Grilled Washugyu sirloin jus 
de braisage or quail and Hudson Valley 
foie gras.

RiverMarket Bar and Kitchen. Four-
course tasting menu for two, $75. 
Featuring dishes prepared with products 
raised and grown in the Hudson Valley.

Ruth’s Chris. Three-course dinner, 
$43.95 per person. Entrées: scallops, six-
ounce filet and shrimp, stuffed chicken 
breast and salmon. Side dish included. 
Roses for the ladies and take-home bag of 
chocolates on Saturday. Godiva chocolate 
martini (a Godiva chocolate is in this 
drink) priced at $14 (Saturday only).

Tarry Tavern. Three-course, prix-fixe 
dinner, $55 per person. Roasted red beet 
salad and braised pork cheeks. Red roses, 
chocolate truffles and chocolate dipped 
strawberries.   

Thornwood
Casa Rina. A choice of five three-course 

special dinners for two.
White Plains
42 The Restaurant. Six-course, prix-

fixe dinner, $300 per couple.  Entrées: 
Halibut or filet mignon. Includes a bottle 
of sparkling wine or wine and  “Romeo 
& Juliet” (manchego cheese and quince 
fruit).

Melting Pot. Five-course, prix-fixe 
dinner, $74.95 per person.  Entrées: 
Bourguignonne, cog au vin, mojo 
and seasoned court bouillon. Dessert: 
chocolate fondue.

Sapori.  Roses for the ladies. Otherwise, 
will serve its regular menu. 

Yorktown Heights
Don Tommaso’s. Guests will receive a 

complementary glass of prosecco with 
their entrees.

Thyme Steak & Seafood. Three-
course, prix-fixe dinner, $90 per person. 
Complementary glass of champagne and 
chocolate rose. Entrées: Murray’s chicken 
breast, Berkshire double-cut pork chop, 
stuffed sole, salmon, rib-eye and cod.

Anyone who wants to surprise a 
sweetheart will get full cooperation at 
Plates in Larchmont. The restaurant will 
hide an engagement ring in the hollow 
center of a “Ring Ding” dessert normally 
filled with cream. This practice has been 
taking place for a long time, and thus far, 
no one has bitten or swallowed the ring. 

According to the National Restaurant 
Association, Valentine’s Day is the second 
most popular holiday in America for 
dining out, trailing only Mother’s Days.
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Feb. 10
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. Felice Petrello 

Community Health Specialist and 
Operations Manager at BrightStar Care 
will discuss aging in place and available 
options ranging from nursing homes to 
home care. Conversation partners gather 
weekly for informal table talk. There is 
no charge. Just come and order your food 
from Sylvia and enjoy the discussion 
and the company.  Please join us. No 
reservations are needed.  Presentation is 
6 to 7 p.m. Food ordering starts at 5:30 
p.m. Dorry’s Diner, 468 Mamaroneck 
Avenue, White Plains; 914-682-0005.

WPCNA Meeting. The White Plains 
Council of Neighborhood Associations 
(WPCNA) is meeting at  7:30 p.m.  at 
Education House (downstairs Meeting 
Room), 5 Homeside Lane, White. The 
guest speaker will be Ben Himmelfarb, 
Librarian for White Plains History 
at White Plains Public Library.  After 
graduating from Purchase College, 
Ben went to the University at Albany 
for his Masters Degrees in history and 
information science. He was hired by the 
White Plains Library in October 2014 
and started working to build their local 
history collection and slate of engaging 
history programs.

 
Wednesday, Feb. 11

Noontime Getaway Concert. 
Downtown Music at Grace 12:10 p.m. 
Fantee Jones on piano. We welcome the 
most recent prize winner of the New 
York International Piano Competition. A 
Downtown Music debut. Free Admission; 
30-minute concert at Grace Episcopal 
Church, Main and Church streets, White 
Plains.

The Great Atlantic Garbage Patch. 
A plastic bag blows into the Bronx 
River and washes into the Long Island 
Sound—so the story begins. But where 
does it end and what’s the impact? Follow 
the story of the plastic bag as it moves 
through our neighborhoods and into our 
oceans. Learn how garbage is collecting 
in our oceans, and why a “plastic 
gyre is dire” is not just for fish and sea 
birds, but for humans as well.  Short 

informational video followed by a 
presentation. Presented in partnership 
with the Sierra Club Lower Hudson 
Group. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. Refreshments 
at 7 p.m. Program at 7:30 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-723-3470  or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.   

Saturday, Feb. 14
Love is in the Air (and in the Dirt and 

Water). Hearts and flowers are nice but 
don’t forget the cockroaches, tarantulas, 
snakes and worms. Be prepared to 
open your heart to some slime and dirt. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: $5 per 
person. Non-members: $8 per person. 
Info: 914-723-3470  or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.   

Valentine’s Day Teen Night. The City 
of White Plains Recreation and Parks 
Department invites all teens to head over 
to Ebersole Ice Rink for a special  Teen 
Night. Teens can enjoy their very own ice 
skating session, plus music and dancing 
in the warming room with a DJ. The 
Slap Happy Café will provide food and 
drinks, and get ready with your silliest 
and craziest faces because there will even 
be an area for photo-ops; 8:30 to 11 p.m. 
for Grades 5-8  at Ebersole Ice Rink in 
Delfino Park, located at 110 Lake Street 
in White Plains. The admission fee is $5. 
Skate rentals will also be available for $5.

Winter Wolves. Learn about the 
mythology, biology and ecology of wolf 
families and discover why this season is 
such a magical time for packs in North 
America.  Guests will visit ambassador 
wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr as 
well as the centers critically endangered 
red wolves and Mexican gray wolves. 
Also enjoy hot beverages in our 
woodstove-heated classroom.   Dress for 
cold weather. Wolf Conservation Center, 
South Salem. 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Adults: 
$15. Children (under 12): $12. Also Feb. 
16, 18 and 22 at 11 a.m. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org.

Teaching Trails: A Community 
Path for Environmental Education. 
Join guided trail experience through 
the woodland forest. Discover who left 
that track, which tree makes the best 
animal home or which plant makes 
its own heat to help melt through the 
late winter ice.  Program runs about 30 
minutes. Greenburgh Nature Center, 
99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 

a.m. Free. Every Saturday and Sunday. 
Info: 914-723-3470  or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org. 

Sunday, Feb. 15
Winter Pack Chat for Kids. Children 

will learn about the mythology 
surrounding wolves and the important 
role they play in the natural world. This 
is an exciting time for wolves as they 
search for prey while their growing 
pups experience their first winter 
season.  Guests will visit ambassador 
wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr 
and the center’s critically endangered red 
wolves and Mexican gray wolves.  Enjoy 
hot beverages in the woodstove-heated 
classroom. Dress for cold weather. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 
11 a.m. Adults: $15. Children (under 
12): $12. Also Feb. 28. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org.

Chinese Year of the Sheep. Get an 
early start celebrating the Chinese New 
Year. Come meet our resident sheep 
and goats and learn about our clever 
and woolly friends.  Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. 
Members: $5 per person. Non-members: 
$8 per person. Info: 914-723-3470  or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.   

Monday, Feb. 16
Disney’s “Aladdin Kids” February 

Break Workshop. A week of acting, 
singing and dancing,  this workshop 
will cast, rehearse, tech and perform the 
30-minute Disney’s “Aladdin Kids,” all 
in the span of one week. For children 
in grades 2-8. White Plains Performing 
Arts Center, 11 City Center, White 
Plains. 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. each day 
through Feb. 20. Tuition: $350 (includes 
four complementary tickets to the Feb. 
20 performance). Registration required. 
Registration: 914-328-1600 or visit 
wppac.com/shows/disneys-aladdin-
kids. Additional info: 914-328-1600 or 
e-mail education@wppac.com.

Thursday, Feb. 26
In Our Son’s Name. Movie screening 

of “In Our Son’s Name” follows White 
Plains residents Phyllis and Orlando 
Rodriguez over more a decade as they 
search for meaning and cope with 
grief after their son, Greg, is killed in 
the World Trade Center on September 
11, 2001. This intimate, one-hour 
documentary challenges conventional 
concepts of justice and healing, and 
reveals the potential of trauma to inspire, 

not defeat, the human spirit. Sponsored 
by Memorial United Methodist Church 
Memorial Interfaith Connection, 
Westchester Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Institute for Nonviolence; 7:30 p.m. at 
United Methodist Church, 250 Bryant 
Avenue, White Plains; 914-949-2146.

Wednesday, March 11
School Budget Forum. The White 

Plains Board of Education has 
announced the district’s 2015-16 
budget planning schedule. The district 
is seeking broad input on the budget 
from the community, at two Budget 
Forums:  on Wednesday, January 21st, 
and Wednesday, March 11th.  Both are 
in the B-1 Room at White Plains High 
School, at 7:30 p.m. Additional meetings 
will take place in the community and 
any group or organization wishing 
to host such a meeting may contact 
the  Superintendent’s Office at 422-
2033. All residents are invited to attend 
these sessions, to participate in focused 
dialogue on spending efficiencies, areas 
of concern, budget priorities and creative 
ways to increase revenues.  A review of 
the district’s financial situation, the state’s 
and city’s financial constraints, and other 
issues relating to development of the 
budget will be presented. The district will 
also hold two Public Hearings:  the first 
on March 9, on the Preliminary Proposed 
Budget, and the second on May 11 on the 
Board of Education’s Adopted Proposed 
Budget.

Free Informational Meetings With 
the Builders Institute of Westchester

The Builders Institute, a trade 
organization that has been helping 
businesses in construction and all 
related industries in Westchester 
and the lower Hudson Valley for 
nearly 70 years, is opening their 

meetings. While meetings are usually 
only for members, they believe that 
the information at these upcoming 

meetings is so important for everyone 
in the industry that they have waived 

all fees to attend. All meetings are 
held at: The Crowne Plaza Hotel, 66 
Hale Ave, White Plains. RSVP to the 
Builders Institute Required. Call 914-
273-0730 or fax your business card to 

914-273-7051.
Thursday, Feb. 12, 6:30 p.m.: 

Understanding NEW Construction 
Insurance Certificates

Thursday, March 12, 6:30 p.m.: 
Tax, Accounting, and Financial 

Planning For Construction 
Industry Members

Thursday, April 9, 6:30 p.m.: 
How to Better Market and Grow Your 

Construction Business
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By Albert Coqueran
When Sean Kilpatrick walks onto the 

basketball court in Gardella Park, on Ferris 
Avenue, in White Plains, he is considered 
the King of the Court. At White Plains 
High School he is a basketball legend and at 
the University of Cincinnati, he graduated 
as an NCAA Division 1 Basketball First 
Team All-American.

Kilpatrick was born in Yonkers and 
moved to White Plains when he was 12 
years old. He grew-up under the guidance 
of his mother Regina Williams and his 
grandmother Evelyn Kilpatrick, while 
developing his basketball prowess under 
legendary Tigers Head Coach Spencer 
Mayfield.

Kilpatrick is the second All-Time 
Leading Scorer for Boys basketball at 
White Plains High School and led the 
Tigers to the Section 1 AA Championship 
Game in 2007. Kilpatrick, along with 
his high flying teammates R’Shad James 
and Spencer Smith, alongside inside 
muscle-man Rishawn Johnson, crafty ball 
handler Jamell Cromartie and workhorses 

Christian Nunez, Sean 
Brooks and Jordan 
Griffith, recorded a 
21-3 record, during 
the 2006-07 season. 
However, they lost 
to Mt. Vernon High 
School in the Section 
1 AA Championship 
Game.  

Kilpatrick graduated 
from Cincinnati, last 
year, after scoring 
2,145 points. The 
Ferris Avenue resident 
departed the Bearcats 
as their second All-
Time Leading Scorer, 
surpassed only by “Mr. 
Bearcats Basketball” 
himself, “The Big O” 

Oscar Robertson with 2,973 points.
Unfortunately and unexplainably, 

Kilpatrick a First Team All-American, 
John Wooden Award Finalist and 
Naismith Trophy Semifinalist, just to 
name a few NCAA accolades, did not get 
drafted in the 2014 NBA Draft. 

The WPHS 2008 graduate could have 
opted to take his skills to Europe and earn 
a hefty salary. However, he decided to 
remain stateside and hone his skills in the 
NBA Developmental League in pursuit of 
his NBA dream. “My agent keeps telling 
me, just stick at it, stick at it and everything 
is going to work out,” said Kilpatrick.

Kilpatrick played on the Philadelphia 
76ers Summer League Team this past 
summer, which led to him being signed 
by the Golden State Warriors as an 
unrestricted free agent.  The Warriors 
waived Kilpatrick on October 30, but 
he was acquired by the Warriors NBA 
Developmental League affiliate, the Santa 
Cruz Warriors, on November 3, 2014.

As the Westchester Knicks were not 
going to host the Western Division 
Warriors this season, hope for local fans 
to see their high school basketball hero 
playing professionally were diminished. 
But on January 23, Kilpatrick was traded 
to the Delaware 87ers, the NBA affiliate 
of the Philadelphia 76ers, who were 
scheduled to play the local Knicks, on 
February 6.  

Kilpatrick returned, with much fan-
fare, to the Westchester County Center 
with the 87ers to play the Westchester 
Knicks, on Friday, Feb. 6. “It feels great to 
be back. It is amazing to come back to this 
arena and play in front of my family and 
friends. It is something really big not only 
for me and the 87ers but for the City of 
White Plains,” stated Kilpatrick.

Before the local Knicks (9-21) ended 
their seven-game losing streak by beating 
the Warriors, 126-101; Kilpatrick was a 
guest on the WFAS-1230 A.M. radio show 
from 12-2 p.m. broadcasted from the 
County Center.

Ironically, one of the hosts of the weekly 
Westchester Knicks radio show is White 
Plains native Jordan Griffith, who played 
with Kilpatrick at WPHS. Griffith is also 
the WFAS color commentator for the 
Westchester Knicks games.

Griffith stayed in close contact with 
his friend “SK” as he calls Kilpatrick, and 
spoke about their high school experiences 
on the radio show. “Coming into the 2007 
season our goal was to make it to the 
County Center and win the Gold Ball, but 
we came up one game short,” said Griffith. 
“SK and R’Shad James were catalysts for us, 
especially Sean. You could just see flashes 
of greatness and knew he could be really 
good,” recalled Griffith. James presently 
plays with the Reno Bighorns, the NBA 
D-League affiliate of the Sacramento 
Kings. 

Also joining the show on WFAS was 
Mayfield, Kilpatrick’s high school coach. 
At one point during the show, Mayfield, 
Griffith and Kilpatrick reminisced about 
the fun days with the Tigers. “It is great 
to see Sean, just seeing him and touching 
him, I feel my high school team is going 
to win a few games now,” said Mayfield 
with a smile.

Kilpatrick did not have a good shooting 
game that evening, while scoring seven 
points on 2-of-10 shooting but he did 
make 3-of-3 foul shots. The White Plains 
phenom also did not make any of his 
trademark three-point shots, while going 
0-for-3 from the arc. Maybe it was the 
excitement of the day surrounding his 
homecoming that affected his game. 
However, Kilpatrick is having a good 
quality D-League season, while averaging 
11.6 points, 3.2 rebounds and nearly two 
assist per game. 

Kilpatrick was greeted at the County 
Center by a multitude of local fans, 
including his mother Regina Williams, 
his four-year old daughter Bailey 
Kilpatrick, his grandmother Evelyn, 
former Tigers teammates Sean Brooks 
and Christian Nunez, Coach Mayfield, 
White Plains sports historian Don Gano 
and many WPHS former and present 
students and employees.

Kilpatrick celebrated his 25th birthday, 
on January 6. He hopes his next birthday 
well be marked while playing in the NBA. 
If Kilpatrick is not traded from the 87ers 
or called-up to the NBA, family, friends 
and local fans will be able to welcome 
him home again, as the Westchester 
Knicks have a rematch with the Delaware 
87ers, at the County Center, on Saturday, 
March 7, at 7 p.m.

EX AMINER SPORTS
Sean Kilpatrick Comes Home with the 87ers to Play the Westchester Knicks 

On Friday, Feb. 6, the Westchester Knicks with Pepe Auto Group, hosted a special jersey night in honor 
of  My Sisters’ Place. [L-r]  Westchester Knicks Director of  Marketing Partnerships, Marc Miller, MSG 
Marketing Executive, Dave Decina, CEO of  My Sisters’ Place, Karen Cheeks-Lomax, GM of  Mercedes Benz 
of  White Plains, Gary Turco and West. Knicks VP of  Business Operations, Bill Boyce, display a replica of  
the purple jerseys worn by the team that evening in honor of  My Sisters’ Place.

ALBERT COquERAN PHOTOS

L-r] Westchester Knicks weekly radio show co-host Jordan Griffith, spends time with his former high 
school coach, Tigers Coach Spencer Mayfield and former teammate Sean Kilpatrick, as he and WFAS 
co-host Chris De’Angelo, welcome Kilpatrick back to the Westchester County Center, as a member of  the 
Delaware 87ers. 

 White Plains High School basketball legend Sean Kilpatrick (center) was 
reunited with his former Tigers teammate Jordan Griffith (left) and high 
school coach Spencer Mayfield (right), when he returned to White Plains 
with the Delaware 87ers to play the Westchester Knicks, at the County 
Center, on Friday.
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adoption
Warmhearted couple wishes to give un-
conditional love to an infant. Get to know 
us at RichandRenee@hotmail.com or 315-
200-3559.

A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad. Financial security. 
Expenses paid. Call/text. Mary & Adam. 
1-800-790-5260.

Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides fi-
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or confi-
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 914-468-4999 Today!

CarEEr training
WELDING CAREERS- Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation, 
automotive, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. CALL AIM 855-
325-0399

EmploymEnt
SEmI-REtIRING PLEASANtvILLE 
AttoRNEy NEEDS PARt tImE SEC-
REtARy.  Work at home position.  Call 
Howard (914) 646-6643. 

AvoN Career or pocket money you de-
cide Call Brandie (Ind Sls rep) 1-800-305-
3911 Or sign up online: www.startavon.
com Reference code:gsim For award win-
ning support

HElp WantEd
tHERE IS A CURRENtLy A FULL 
tImE PoSItIoN FoR AN ASSIS-
tANt SUPERINtENDENt at an apart-
ment senior housing complex in Pawl-
ing, NY. Candidates must have thorough 
knowledge and skills in plumbing, elec-
trical, carpentry, maintenance and other 
duties related to the upkeep of the facil-
ity. Candidate must also possess excellent 
customer service skills. Three to five years 
in handyman capacity required. Resumes 
can be sent to eterrigno@tlcn.org

HAIRStyLISt/BARBER WANtED 
Experienced, with a following preferred. 
Katonah 914 232 5201 

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students  Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS yoUR BUILDING SHIFtED oR 
SEttLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

HousE ClEaning sErviCEs
SLovAK WomAN WILL CLEAN 
yoUR HoUSE WItH SPECIAL At-
tENtIoN to DEtAIL. Will keep your 
house in mint condition. Experienced, 
reliable, trustworthy. References available.  
Reasonably priced. Call Dana (914) 629-
7202.

in HomE pEt sitting
PLEASANt PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

land For salE
ABANDoNED FARm ABSoLUtE 
LAND SELL oFF! 4 acres - Views - 
$17,900 6 acres - Stream - $24,900 Just 
west of Cooperstown! State Land, ponds, 
apple trees, woods! EZ terms! 888-905-
8847 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

lEgal notiCE
NotICE oF SPECIAL mEEtING
moUNt PLEASANt CENtRAL 

SCHooL DIStRICt
NotICE IS HEREBy GIvEN that pur-
suant to a resolution adopted by the Board 
of Education of the Mount Pleasant Cen-
tral School District  (the “District”) that 
a special meeting of the qualified voters 
of said District be and the same is hereby 
called to be held in said District in the 
Westlake High School Gymnasium, West-
lake Drive, Thornwood, New York on 
Tuesday, March 24, 2015 from 7:00 a.m. 
until 9:00 p.m. for the purpose of voting 
on the following propositions:

PRoPoSItIoN #1
Shall the Board of Education of the 
Mount Pleasant Central School District 
be authorized to (1) construct additions 
to and reconstruct various District build-
ings and facilities, including infrastruc-
ture and site work improvements, and 
acquire original furnishings, equipment, 
machinery or apparatus, at a maximum 
cost of $34,920,000, (2) expend such sum 
for such purpose, (3) levy the necessary 
tax therefore, to be levied and collected 
in annual installments in such years and 
in such amounts as may be determined 
by the Board of Education taking into ac-
count state aid; and (4) in anticipation of 
the collection of such tax, issue bonds and 
notes of the District at one time or from 
time to time in the principal amount not 
to exceed $34,920,000, and the levy of a 
tax to pay the interest on said obligations 
when due?

PRoPoSItIoN #2
Shall the Board of Education of the Mount 
Pleasant Central School District be autho-
rized to (1) construct an addition to and 
reconstruct the auditorium and related 
music rooms, including site work, and 
acquire original furnishings, equipment, 
machinery or apparatus required for the 
purpose, at a maximum cost of $4,996,000, 
(2) expend such sum for such purpose, (3) 
levy the necessary tax therefore, to be lev-
ied and collected in annual installments 
in such years and in such amounts as may 
be determined by the Board of Education 
taking into account state aid; and (4) in 
anticipation of the collection of such tax, 
issue bonds and notes of the District at 
one time or from time to time in the prin-
cipal amount not to exceed $4,996,000, 
and the levy of a tax to pay the interest on 
said obligations when due?

PRoPoSItIoN #3
Shall the Board of Education of the Mount 
Pleasant Central School District be autho-
rized to (1) construct a new access road 
to the District campus and construct 

grass athletic fields, at a maximum cost 
of $2,685,000, (2) expend such sum for 
such purpose, (3) levy the necessary tax 
therefore, to be levied and collected in 
annual installments in such years and in 
such amounts as may be determined by 
the Board of Education taking into ac-
count state aid; and (4) in anticipation of 
the collection of such tax, issue bonds and 
notes of the District at one time or from 
time to time in the principal amount not 
to exceed $2,685,000, and the levy of a 
tax to pay the interest on said obligations 
when due? 
The vote upon such propositions shall be 
by machine or absentee ballot.  The hours 
during which the polls shall be kept open 
shall be from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. pre-
vailing time or for as long thereafter as 
necessary to enable qualified voters who 
are in the polling place at 9:00 p.m. to cast 
their ballots. Personal registration of vot-
ers is required, and no person shall vote 
whose name does not appear on the reg-
ister of the District.  If a voter has here-
tofore registered pursuant to Section 2014 
of the Education Law and has voted at an 
annual or special district meeting within 
the last four (4) calendar years, he or she 
is eligible to vote at this meeting.  If a vot-
er is registered and eligible to vote under 
Article 5 of the Election Law, he or she is 
also eligible to vote at this meeting.  All 
other persons who wish to vote must reg-
ister.  Any person may register to vote not 
less than five (5) days preceding the vote 
between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the 
office of the District Clerk, 825 West Lake 
Drive, Thornwood, New York.  The regis-
ter prepared by the Board of Registration 
shall be filed in the office of the District 
Clerk, 825 West Lake Drive, Thornwood, 
New York and will be open for inspec-
tion immediately upon its completion by 
any qualified voter of the District from 
during regular school hours on each of 
the five days prior to the vote, except for 
Sunday, March 22, 2015. Absentee bal-
lots may be applied for at the office of the 
District Clerk.  Applications for absentee 
ballots must be received by the District 
Clerk at least seven days prior to the vote 
if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter, 
or on or prior to March 23, 2015, if the 
ballot is to be delivered personally to the 
voter.  Absentee ballots must be received 
by the District Clerk not later than 5:00 
p.m. on March 24, 2015.  A list of all per-
sons to whom absentee ballots shall have 
been issued will be available in the office 
of the District Clerk on each business day 
during school hours until the date of the 
vote.  Any qualified voter may challenge 
the acceptance of the ballot of any person 
on such list, by making his challenge and 
reasons therefor known to the Inspector 
of Election before the close of the polls.
        DAtED:  FEBRUARy 4, 2015 
DIStRICt CLERK mtPLCSD  
BoARD oF EDUCAtIoN 

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

continued on page 15
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EX AMINER SPORTS

Senior forward Jocelyn 
Sanchez will play an intricate 
role in the Lady Tigers 
success in the Section 1 
Playoffs. Sanchez (center) 
celebrated Senior Day, with 
her father Joshua Sanchez 
(left) and her mother Jennifer 
Elias.

White Plains High School Boys  
and Girls Basketball  Celebrate Senior Day

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifi eds 021015

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE
 IS THURSDAYS AT 5PM FOR THE 

NEXT WEEKʼS PUBLICATION

LOTS & ACREAGE
BANK REPOED! 10 acres- $19,900! Awe-
some Mtn views, hardwoods, private bldg 
site, long rd frontage, utils! No liens or 
back taxes! Terms avail! Call 888-479-
3394 NOW!

MISCELLANEOUS
LOVE TO DECORATE? Want to be 
your own boss and control your sched-
ule and income? Turn your passion into a 

business. Call 914-761-6150 

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MUSICAL MERCHANDISE
TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD GUITARS!

1920's thru 1980's. Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins/Ban-
jos. 1-800-401-0440

OUT OF STATE REAL ESTATE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
New models from $85,000. 772-581-0080, 

www.beach-cove.com

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of a� ordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

Cash for OLD Comics! Buying 10c and 
12c comic books or MASSIVE quantities 
of a� er 1970 Also buying toys, sports, mu-
sic and more! Call Brian: 1-800-617-3551

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NJ: 1-800-488-4175

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifi eds

@theexaminernews.com

Brittany Johnson played two years of  varsity basketball for the Lady Tigers. Johnson said, “It is great to 
make the playoffs. It was better this season, we did really well, and we just participated well as a team.” 
Johnson (center) celebrated Senior Day with [l-r] Assistant Coaches Spencer Smith and Amy Ferraro, 
Jocelyn’s mother Sheryl Johnson and Head Coach Tara Flaherty, before the Tigers beat Mamaroneck 
High School for their 10th victory this season. 

White Plains High School Girls Basketball recorded their best record, 10-7, in three years. [L-r] Head 
Coach Tara Flaherty, Assistant Coach Spencer Smith, Antonio Lacarbonara, the father of  senior center 
Isabella “Izzy” Lacarbonara, Isabella’s mother Lisa and Assistant Coach Amy Ferraro celebrated Senior 
Day, on Friday, Feb. 5, before the Tigers beat Mamaroneck High School, 56-33. Isabella’s grandfather is 
Nick Perriello, proprietor of  Nicky’s Pizza, which will be reopening on Mamaroneck Avenue in the next two 
weeks. Perriello and his son Jake also attended the game.

The White Plains High School Boys Basketball Team celebrated Senior Day, before their home game 
against Scarsdale High School, on Tuesday, Feb. 3. [L-r] Assistant Coach Ed Sands, Head Coach 
Spencer Mayfield, seniors Kevin Trapp, Nijee Lewis-Jones, Weston Reed, and Terrance Scott with 
Assistant Coaches Paul Scotman and Devon Wilson.

continued from page 14
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