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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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The Year 2015 
in Review
By Pat Casey

A look back at events in 2015 reveals 
that the most pervasive issues in White 
Plains continue to be related to land use 
and development as a changing financial 
climate opens to new demographics and 
markets.

White Plains Hospital. In January, 
White Plains Hospital began an active 
year with the topping of the final piece 
of steel on a modern new cancer care 
building at the corner of Longview 
Avenue and East Post Road. By mid-
September the ribbon was cut on the 
new hospital lobby, which some called 
the lobby of the hospital for the future. 
Taking its cue from the hospitality 
industry the new lobby featured interior 
design by Perkins Eastman, with 25-foot 
glass walls, a floating staircase, and a café 
run by New York Hospitality Group and 
White Plains’ own Peter Herrero, owner 

White Plains Celebrates 100th Anniversary as Incorporated City in 2016

Local Radiothon Raises  
Almost $.5M for Children’s Hospital

Hackers Breach Local Dam Security, 
Astorino Asks Why He Was Not Informed

The 11th edition of 100.7 WHUD’s 
annual Children’s Miracle Network 
Hospitals Radiothon was its most 
successful yet this year, with more 
than $480,000 raised for Maria Fareri 
Children’s Hospital. Last week’s fundraiser 
surpassed the 2014 Radiothon, which 
raised more than $250,000. 

ShopRite Supermarkets, Inc., 1007 
WHUD, Saw Mill Auto Sales and 
the Fareri family were credited with 
outstandingly generous donations. 
Other sponsors included Tompkins 
Mahopac Bank, the Page & Otto Marx, 
Jr. Foundation, Classic Cruisers Car Club 

and Hot Rods on the Hudson, The Grove 
at Valhalla Rehabilitation & Nursing 
Center, All Aboard! Childcare Education 
Centers and Somers Sports Arena. 

Additionally, former and current Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital patients, Boy 
Scout troops, high school sports teams 
and area families brought their collected 
“loot” to the hospital for counting as part 
of the hospital’s Western-themed, Change 
Bandits donation program, which 
garnered over $18,000 for the Radiothon 
effort.

Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital, is 
a member of the Westchester Medical 

By Pat Casey
Last week The Wall Street Journal 

reported that according to a former 
official the Bowman Avenue Dam near 
Rye Brook was breached by Iranian 
hackers in a test to see what they could 
access.

The article said the breach was not 
sophisticated and occurred during the 
same time frame that Iranian hackers 
were targeting U.S. financial institutions. 
The attackers were unable to get into the 
full dam system, but could take control 
of the flood gates. The incident remains 
classified, the official said.

Rye Brook Mayor Paul Rosenberg was 

quoted in the article saying, “The dam is 
used to control water flow when it rains to 
prevent flooding downstream. The dam 
is managed by a piece of software that is 
industry standard and very common.” 
Rosenberg said he doubted the hackers 
could have wreaked heavy damage or 
that Rye was a substantial target, but it 
worries him that hackers are looking for 
any opportunity they could find to cause 
damage.

The Department of Homeland Security, 
which knew about the cyberattack, would 
not comment on the dam intrusion for 
The Wall Street Journal article, but did 

January 1, 2016 will mark the 100th Anniversary of  White Plains being incorporated as a City. In recognition of  this important milestone, and to kick off  
the City’s Centennial, the White Plains Historical Society presented Mayor Tom Roach with a ceremonial gavel used by White Plains’ first Mayor, Ffarrington 
M. Thompson, at the first Common Council Meeting on January 1, 1916. The gavel will remain on loan to the City during the Centennial year.  Pictured, Rob 
Hoch, President, White Plains Historical Society and Mayor Tom Roach in the Mayor’s Conference Room at City Hall. The photograph behind shows Mayor 
Ffarrington Thompson and the Common Council at their first meeting in 1916. The inset photo shows the gavel up close. continued on page 5
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HEINEKEN USA encourages revelers 21+ to always drink responsibly, and is providing free
rides to residential destinations within Westchester County. Visit the Safe Rides transportation
stand on the corner of East Post Road and Mamaroneck Avenue between 11 pm - 3 am.
Open to New Year’s Eve Spectacular attendees 21 and older!

Silver Sponsors 
BLT Steak in White Plains
Calano and Calano Realty

K.J. Ahlers
Cambria Hotels & Suites
Caspi Development
Cuddy & Feder LLP
Minskoff Grant Realty

& Management Corp.
O'Connor Davies
Vintage Lounge & Restaurant
Webster Bank
White Plains Hospital

Gold Sponsors
A&A Maintenance
A&J Cianciulli
Cappelli Organization 
City Center at White Plains
Hudson Grille
Lilly’s
Reckson A Division of SL Green
Ron Blacks Beer Hall
Silverman Realty Group, Inc.
The Brazen Fox
Westchester One

Media Sponsor

Fireworks by

Produced by

With support from

Access Only at
Gated Entries:
Main St. at Church St.

Renaissance Sq.
at Williams St.

Court St. at Martine Ave.

Martine Ave.
at Mamaroneck Ave.

www.wpbid.com



3December 29, 2015-January 4, 2016www.TheExaminerNews.com

Westchester Embraces New York Climate Smart Community Program
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In mid-December, the County Board of 
Legislators voted to make Westchester the 
latest community to become a New York 
Climate Smart Community. 

The resolution, introduced by Legislator 
Catherine Parker (D-Mamaroneck), aims 
to find energy efficiencies and cost savings 
available to municipalities and promote 
economic growth in the expanding green 
technology field. 

Formally adopting the Climate 
Smart Communities Pledge initiates 
a community’s commitment to Green 
House Gas emission reduction and 
climate adaptation. The Climate Smart 
Communities Pledge includes all the 
elements of a successful local climate 
program. By reducing GHG emissions 
and preparing for a changing climate, 
local climate programs protect public 
health and safety, and support a secure 
economic future. 

“Reducing energy costs and improving 

operation efficiency will save taxpayer 
dollars for many years after the initial 
cost is paid,” Parker explained in a release 
announcing the legislation. “Climate 
smart land use practices, like the ones 
prescribed in this resolution, can also 
lower the cost of infrastructure and public 
services.” 

Providers of “green” (energy efficiency 
and renewable energy) products and 
services, and the workers who install 
and maintain these products, are also 
considered beneficiaries as communities 
increase efficiency and adopt clean 
technologies. “Green technologies 
generate more jobs per dollar than 
conventional fuel technologies, and these 
dollars are more likely to be retained in 
the local economy,” Parker said. 

According to the American Solar 
Energy Society, the renewable energy 
and energy efficiency sectors have the 
potential to generate up to 37 million 
jobs by 2030, more than 17 percent of all 
anticipated employment in the nation. 

The Climate Smart Pledge is 
comprised of the following 10 elements:

•Pledge to be a Climate Smart 
Community. 

•Set goals, inventory emissions, plan 
for climate action.

•Decrease community energy use. 
•Increase community use of renewable 

energy. 
•Realize benefits of recycling and other 

climate-smart solid waste management 
practices. 

•Reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
through use of climate-smart land use 
tools. 

•Enhance community resilience and 
prepare for the effects of climate change. 

•Support development of a green 
innovation economy. 

•Inform and inspire the public. 
•Commit to an evolving process of 

climate action. 
Many Westchester municipalities have 

already taken the pledge including: City 
of New Rochelle; City of Peekskill; City of 

Rye; City of White Plains; City of Yonkers; 
Town of Bedford; Town of Cortlandt; 
Town of Greenburgh; Town of Lewisboro; 
Town of Mamaroneck; Town of New 
Castle; Town of North Castle; Town of 
North Salem; Town of Ossining; Town 
of Pound Ridge; Town of Somers; Town 
of Yorktown; Village of Ardsley; Village 
of Dobbs Ferry; Village of Croton-on-
Hudson; Village of Hastings-on-Hudson; 
Village of Irvington; Village of Larchmont; 
Village of Mamaroneck; Village of Mount 
Kisco; Village of Ossining; Village of Port 
Chester; Village of Tarrytown; Village of 
Sleepy Hollow.

“The Climate Smart 
Communities Pledge 

includes all the 
elements of  

a successful local 
climate program.”
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Hackers Breach Local Dam Security, Astorino Asks Why He Was Not Informed

Local Radiothon Raises Almost $.5M for Children’s Hospital
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(GPS Address - 230 Route 340, Sparkill, NY 10946)
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note in a statement that its cybersecurity 
center serves as a hub for monitoring and 
mitigating such attacks. 

The Iranian hactivist group SOBH 
Cyber Jihad was reported to have 
claimed responsibility for the Rye Brook 
cyberattack and said they kept quiet 
for two years because of a “state-level” 
warning not to go public with it “for the 
greater good.” They came forward after 
the Wall Street Journal report.

Officials in Rye said the Department of 
Homeland Security notified them about 
unauthorized access to the city’s computer 
system and followed up with a report in 
January. According to NBC News the 
intruder accessed and read files, including 
usernames and passwords, six times 
between Aug. 22 and Sept. 27, 2013.

Shocked when he heard the news and 
disturbed that he and other Westchester 
County officials had not been notified of 
the breach, County Executive Rob held 

a press conference Dec. 23. asking the 
Department of Homeland Security for 
details about the reported Iranian cyber-
security breach at the Bowman Ave. Dam. 
He also demanded explanations about 
why the county wasn’t informed of the 
security risk.

“If this information was important 
enough to be reported to the White House 
then why wasn’t it reported to me and the 
county officials who would have been 
required to deal with the consequences of 
any terror attack?” asked Astorino. “It is 
unacceptable that in this day and age that 
I had to read about this in the newspaper. 
No amount of intelligence information is 
too small or insignificant when it comes 
to security.”

Despite being a member of the FBI Joint 
Terrorism Task Force, Westchester County 
was never alerted to the potential security 
risk. Since January 2010, a Westchester 
County police detective has been assigned 

full-time to the FBI Joint Terrorism Task 
Force to ensure access to the highest 
levels of intelligence information affecting 
Westchester and its citizens. Westchester 
is also part of a separate counter-terrorism 
zone that also includes Putnam County.

“Even though it was done with 
computers, this is considered a criminal 
break in,” said County Public Safety 
Commissioner George Longworth. “The 
link to a possible terror threat makes this 
extremely serious.”  

In 2014 the Department of Homeland 
Security responded to 245 cyber incidents 
reported by critical infrastructure 
operators, 32 percent of which were in 
the energy sector and 27 percent of which 
were in critical manufacturing. Many of 
the compromises were carried about by 
simple “spearphishing” attacks, where 
employees are duped into clicking a 
malicious link by an email.

At a press conference Dec. 23, Westchester 
County Executive Rob Astorino asks why he was 
not informed about a cybersecurity breach from 
Iran that occurred in Rye in 2013.

Center Health Network (WMCHealth) 
and  is the children’s hospital for New 
York’s Hudson Valley region and Fairfield 
County, Connecticut.  Located in Valhalla, 
this 136-bed advanced pediatrics facility 
cares for the region’s most seriously ill 
and injured children including those in 
need of cardiac surgery, neurosurgery, 

hematology and oncology treatments, 
organ transplants and other specialty 
pediatric services. Maria Fareri Children’s 
Hospital is also home to the area’s only 
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit, Level  
I pediatric trauma and burn care programs 
and its Regional Neonatal Intensive  
Care Unit. 

For more information visit 
WestchesterMedicalCenter.org/MFCH 
or follow the hospital at Facebook.
com/MFCHatWMC and Twitter.com/
MFCHatWMC.

SMALL NEWS 
IS BIG NEWS
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TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Regional Italian Cuisine

Now open 7 days for lunch & dinner
Saturday & Sunday from noon to 10 pm.

Chef/Proprietor Dean Vivolo
JOIN US FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON!

“Robust Italian cuisine served  
out of a charming vintage diner!”
-Morris Gut, White Plains Examiner

“One of the highest rated restaurants 
in Westchester!”
Zagat Restaurant Survey 

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com 
301 HALSTEAD AVE., HARRISON
(across from Metro-North)

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com
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The Year 2015 in Review

of Sam’s of Gedney Way.
White Plains Hospital also experienced 

another major transition when in the 
spring, CEO Jon Shandler retired and 
turned the reigns over to Hospital 
President Susan Fox. The two had worked 
together over the previous five years. 

White Plains Hospital also expanded 
geographically with satellite offices, one 
inNew Rochelle and a second opened 
this fall in Armonk.

Our Lady of Good Counsel Campus 
Sold. Located at 52 North Broadway, the 
GCA campus was the site of many student 
demonstrations beginning as early as 
January as the academy’s supporters 
fought severe winter weather to try to 
get attention from the local community 
to help them save their school. Stamford-
based CBRE handled the marketing and 
ultimate sale of the property. 

GCA Elementary School relocated 
to a new site in Valhalla, but GCA 
High School was not able to find a new 
location and efforts by a parent-led group 
of investors that sought to purchase 
the school grounds from the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion were refused. 
Other investor proposals to purchase 
the property and save the school were 
also denied. The school officially closed 
on June 30th, the close-down date 
announced a full year earlier. Nuns still 
living on the campus were also moved off 
the property.

Official notice that the property 
was sold in July was made public in 
late November. The purchaser, WP 
Development NB LLC, was listed as a 
company formed on November 13, 2015 
in Delaware, with a CO street address at 
80 State Street, Albany.

Attempts to identify the principals 
of the new company for comment on 
development plans for the site were 
unsuccessful and agents involved in the 
sale would not comment. The purchase 
price for the 16-acre campus also was not 
disclosed. 

LCOR at 55 Bank Street. The LCOR 
multi-use development at 55 Bank 
Street was given the go-ahead by the 

White Plains Council during the first 
quarter of 2015 to proceed with the $250 
million transit-oriented development, 
consisting of housing, retail primarily 
for use by residents in the immediate 
neighborhood, and parking. The site 
is just south of the Metro-North train 
station in downtown White Plains.

Ground was broken on Phase 1 of the 
project in the fall. This phase includes a 
16-story, 288-unit residential building 
with 3,000 square feet of ground floor 
retail space and 381 parking spaces. 
Phase 2 will consist of a 16-story building 
with 273 residential units, 3,350 square 
feet of retail space and a mix of above 
and below ground parking, providing 
189 parking spaces.

Planning Commissioner Change. In 
a surprise and somewhat unprecedented 

move during the first quarter, White 
Plains Planning Commissioner Elizabeth 
Cheteny was asked to resign from her 
post and a subsequent unanimous vote 
by the Common Council sealed her 
removal.

Conversations with some Council 
members after the fact indicate they 
were not given specifics as to the reason 
for Cheteny’s removal. It is not clear 
if Cheteny did resign as asked or if the 
Council vote was needed to force her 
out. Comments by Mayor Roach at the 
time of the vote as recorded by several 
media outlets are brief. The Mayor said, 
“We have decided to go in a different 
direction.”

In June, Christopher Gomez 
was named as White Plains’ new 
Commissioner of Planning. Gomez had 
worked as a planner at both the County 
and municipal levels. Most recently, he 
served as the Director of Planning and 
Development for the Village of Port 
Chester. 

Westchester Avenue Redevelopment. 
In mid-March, development partners 
Saber White Plains LLC and Chauncey 
White Plains LLC made a conceptual 
presentation to the White Plains 
Planning Board seeking an amendment 
to the city’s zoning map.

The redevelopment project, which 
involves 1 million square feet fronting 
Westchester Avenue, extends from the 
property line of the White Plains Diner 
to the property line of the site now 
housing Avis and extending back to 
Franklin Avenue.

Two buildings on both sides of a new 
Paulding would be four stories, and 
approximately 60 feet high including 
75,000 sq. ft. at the ground and second 
floor levels, featuring retail and 
restaurants. One building would have 
11 loft-style apartments on the top floor 
and across the Paulding Street entrance, 
an AC Barcelona Hotel, would include 
154 rooms and a 16,000 sq. ft. spa. The 
Chrysler Jeep showroom currently at 
the location would have a new 7,000 sq. 
ft. showroom and 33,000 sq. ft. of car 

storage and auto services below ground.
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church 

Saved.  Faced with the prospect of the 
imminent merging of their historic 
Roman Catholic parish with two others 
located within a few mile radius (St. 
John’s and St. Bernard’s), members of 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church 
took to grassroots efforts in March to 
try to save their historic worshipping 
community. After months of back and 
forth, the church was able to stay open.

White Plains Historic Preservation 
Law. The much anticipated White Plains 
Historic Preservation Law was drafted 
and a copy submitted to the Common 
Council at its April meeting. During 
its May 4 meeting the White Plains 
Common Council voted unanimously 
to adopt the new local law in the form 
of an amendment to the White Plains 
Municipal Code. The law set a base for the 
creation of a new commission comprised 
of members appointed by the mayor 
that would make recommendations 
and establish policy for the protection, 
enhancement and perpetuation of 
landmarks and historic districts within 
the city of White Plains.

By October the historic preservation 
commission met, with chairman Robert 
Hoch, announcing that the group was 
eyeing two properties for immediate 
action: Soundview Manor and the Good 
Counsel property.

French American School of New York 
(FASNY). After several years of debate, 
the decision on FASNY’s proposal to 
operate a regional school in the Gedney 
neighborhood of White Plains was 
swiftly moving toward a conclusion. In 
May eight neighborhood associations 
brought out over 200 people to protest 
the proposed entrance to the FASNY 
regional school opposite the entrance to 
White Plains High School. In June the 
Common Council held a Special Meeting 
to discuss and air publicly their concerns 
about the final documents regarding the 
partial closure of a public roadway – 
Hathaway Lane – as it related to FASNY’s 

continued on page 6

GCA students attempting to save their school ask 
Sr. Carol Wagner, President of  the Sisters of  the 
Divine Compassion Leadership Team, why she 
intends to close the school as she tries to drive 
off  campus.

Former White Plains Hospital CEO Jon Shandler 
turned the reigns over to Susan Fox.
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FCA §§ 1035, 1036, 1055 form 10-7c 
(Summons-Child Neglect Proceeding) 
(8/2010)

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
......................................................................................
In the Matter of a Proceeding Under Article
10 of the Family Court Act 
          
SAKIHA NELSON-ARCE (CIN#EC91688K)  Docket Nos. NN-7766-15  
JOVAN ARCE (CIN#EF77427N)                    NN-7763-15  
RAVEN ARCE-HARRIS (CIN#EY03179N) NN-7765-15
                                               F/U No.  142869
Children Under Eighteen Years of Age        
Alleged to be Neglected by                                             SUMMONS                       
                                                                                           (Child Neglect Case)
TRAYVON HARRIS,               (1021 REMOVAL)

Respondent.
......................................................................................

NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD(REN) IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN 
YOUR LOSS OF YOUR RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD(REN).  IF YOUR CHILD(REN) STAYS 
IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY 
BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION(S) TO TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL 
RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR CHILD(REN) 
TO THE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.  IN SOME CASES, THE 
AGENCY  MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH PERIOD. IF SEVERE OR 
REPEATED CHILD ABUSE IS PROVEN BY CLEAR AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE,  
THIS FINDING MAY CONSTITUTE THE BASIS TO TERMINATE YOUR  PARENTAL 
RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR CHILD(REN) 
TO THE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.  

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO 
DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD(REN) 
SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN 
INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT PARENT(s) 
SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD(REN); IF THE CHILD(REN) 
IS PLACED AND REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT 
TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION(S) 
FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT 
OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN) FOR THE PURPOSES OF 
ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING. 

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR 
PERMANENT CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN) AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF 
VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD(REN).

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT 
TRAYVON HARRIS (Putative Father)
58 S. 2nd Ave. - Apt. #B21
Mt. Vernon, NY 10550

Petitions under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this 
Court, and annexed hereto

YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court 
at 111 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., 3rd Floor Annex, White Plains, New York 
10601, on February 8th, 2016, at 9:00 o’clock in the morning of that day to answer 
the petitions and to be dealt with in accordance with Article 10 of the Family Court 
Act.

Upon your failure to appear as herein directed, a warrant may be issued for 
your arrest and/or the Court may proceed to Inquest and hear and determine the 
petitions as provided by law. 

Dated:  December 14, 2015.  
  

________/S/_________________
 Clerk of Court

continued from page 5
The Year 2015 in Review

Special Permit and Site Plan application.
Finally in August, the Common 

Council “Yes” votes outweighed the “No” 
votes (4 to 3) for FASNY’s request to 
close a portion of Hathaway Lane, but the 
closure of a public street and its removal 
from the White Plains city map required 

a super majority (5 to 2) according to 
the city charter, and the legislation was 
not adopted. The Gedney Neighborhood 
Association called the vote a victory over 
FASNY and shortly thereafter FASNY 
initiated legal proceedings to sue White 
Plains and reverse the Council decision.

In October, one of the original bidders 
on the property that lost out to FASNY’s 
higher bid had come back with another 
offer. FASNY firmly indicated that the 
property is not for sale. The battle wages 
in the courts.

Department of Public Works 
Commissioner Let Go. White 
Plains Department of Public Works 
Commissioner Joseph (Bud) Nicoletti 
was let go from his job in May during a 
special meeting of the Common Council. 
Having heard of the imminent dismissal 
of a popular city commissioner, several 
resident groups came out to try and 
stop the vote. The meeting was heavily 
attended. Several residents who had 
spoken with Nicoletti during the day 
indicated he was surprised and upset 
about the decision to let him go, although 
media reports quote Mayor Tom Roach 
saying that Nicoletti had the opportunity 
to resign but chose not to do so. Two 
Council members, Milagros Lecuona and 

Dennis Krolian voted against Nicoletti’s 
dismissal. First Deputy Commissioner 
of Public Works Rick Hope took over as 
Acting DPW Commissioner. 

Cabaret License Changes. On July 6, 
the White Plains Common Council voted 
six to one to change the city’s Municipal 
Code regarding cabarets to allow the 
collection of a fee at the door. With 
many entertainment establishments in 
White Plains expressing angst at having 
to wait for the city’s cabaret code to be 
revised, the wait was most likely well 
worth it when the Council voted to allow 
restaurants to collect an entrance fee 
on top of the prices already posted on 
their food and drink menus. The code 
still requires that cabarets are conducted 
in restaurants only and defines the 
operation of primary and secondary 
cabarets based on square footage.

White Plains Transportation Center. 
The $1 million funding for a grant from 
the New York State Energy Research 
Development Authority (NYSERDA) 
for preliminary planning, design and 
engineering related to the White Plains 
Transportation Center was accepted by 
the White Plains Council Oct. 5 and the 
city contracted with Parsons Brinckerhoff 
to do a study. On Oct. 29, White 
Plains Mayor Tom Roach announced 
the members of the White Plains 
Multimodal Transportation Center 
Redevelopment Project Stakeholder Task 
Force, which would work in tandem with 
the professional research group.

Esplanade Repurposing. Situated 
across from the vacant former Border’s 
Books store in the Pavilion shopping 
center, which is scheduled for demolition 
and the construction of two residential 
towers as part of a $275 million project, 
the Esplanade residence and hotel in 
White Plains, has also been slated for a 
complete renovation.

The proposed development project, 
made public at a December Council 
work session, would bring the existing 
building into context with other projects 
in various stages of development in the 
immediate area. The plan is to take the 
existing building and re-adapt it to create 
a full service apartment tower to include 
studios, one- and two-bedroom rental 
units with 146 residences in the main 
tower and 66 in the Annex.

The proposal is now before the 
Planning Board, which has tabled 
discussion into 2016.

Boulevard on the Post Road. Newly 
introduced to the White Plains Council 
in December and in the early discussion 
stages is a proposed redevelopment plan 
for the Post Road and Maple Avenue 
near the Scarsdale border. Called The 
Boulevard, the proposed development 
requires a zoning change to allow for 
residential and retail in a mixed-use 
configuration in a zone that currently 
allows automotive dealerships.

White Plains resident and local historian activist 
Jack Harrington speaks in praise of  establishment 
of  the Historic Preservation Commission and 
new preservation law in White Plains.

Former Commissioner of  DPW Bud Nicoletti.
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Police Blotter
Westchester County District Attorney’s 
Office

Vehicular Manslaughter. Hasani 
Ewan (DOB 2/17/77) of Mount 
Vernon, was arraigned on a seven count 

indictment charging him with: Vehicular 
Manslaughter, Criminally Negligent 
Homicide, and Driving While Intoxicated. 

On September 7 at approximately 1:40 
a.m. the defendant was driving his 2001 
Honda Accord eastbound on the Cross 
County Parkway in the vicinity of the 
Seminary Bridge in Yonkers. Also inside 
the car, was Elouise Spears of the Bronx, a 
front seat passenger.

Ewan drove his car off the highway and 
into the Seminary Bridge abutment. The 
vehicle’s front passenger side impacted the 
bridge, killing Spears.

When police arrived, the defendant 
was outside the vehicle and appeared 
to be in an agitated state. Officers noted 
that Ewan’s eyes were glassy and that he 
staggered when he walked. They also 
detected the smell of alcohol on his breath 
and the smell of marijuana coming from 
his clothing.

Ewan suffered a cut to the face from the 
accident and was taken to Westchester 
Medical Center. Upon his arrival he was 
placed under arrest and advised of his 
DWI warnings.

The defendant’s blood drawn at the 
hospital revealed that he had a .13 percent 
BAC. 

Defendant pled not guilty and remains 

out on a bail of $75,000.  The defendant’s 
next court date is March 23, 2016. He 
faces a maximum sentence of seven years 
in state prison.

Greenburgh Police Department
Petit Larceny. On Dec. 19 police 

responded to Saks at 29 Tarrytown Road 
for two reported shoplifters in custody. 
Upon arrival, units met with Saks asset 
protection, which identified two suspects 
as the parties who stole three watches 
with a total value of 219.97. Both parties 
were observed removing the tags for the 
merchandise and then concealing the 
watches on their person. Both parties 
passed all points of sale without paying 
for the concealed merchandise. They were 
placed under arrest and transported to 
police headquarters for processing. Store 
surveillance video captured the theft.

Larceny. On Dec. 18 police responded 
to the CVS at 253 N. Central Ave. for a 
report of a larceny. At the store the shift 
manager said two black males entered 
the store and were observed in the aisles 
removing items from the shelves. The 
items were placed into Christmas bags 
each person was carrying. The manager 
approached the males and advised they 
needed to leave the store at which time 
they exited. The manager is uncertain of 
what was taken and could not provide 
a dollar amount of loss. The area was 
canvassed by several units with negative 
results. Other CVS stores in the area were 
advised of the theft and given descriptions 
of the suspects.

DWI. On the evening of Dec. 18 officers 
were on a traffic stop at 395 Saw Mill River 
Rd. when an unknown party stopped her 
vehicle behind them and approached 
on foot. The party was observed to be 
unbalanced as she approached. She said 
she was lost and needed directions. She 
was told to sit in her vehicle and that she 
would be assisted as soon as the traffic 
stop was done. When the party was asked 
where she needed to go, she stated that 
she needed to get to Bergen County, New 
Jersey. When asked where she was coming 

from she said Bergen County, New Jersey. 
When asked if she knew where she was, 
she stated that she was in Nyack, New 
York. She appeared to be disoriented and 
confused. When asked what bridge she 
took to get here she said she did not go over 
a bridge. When asked if she had anything 
to drink that night and she reported that 
she had two glasses of wine. When asked 
if she was on any medications and she 
reported that she had taken a Xanax and 
a Zoloff. She became increasingly agitated 
and unable to respond to commands. She 
was transported to police headquarters.

Burglary. On Dec.17 the complainant 
called police headquarters and reported 
that he arrived home and believed his 
house was burglarized. Upon police 
arrival, an exterior check of the premise 
was conducted and a rear first floor 
window was found to be open. There 
were no signs of forced entry, only 
smudged hand prints. No alarm system 
or surveillance cameras in the home, and 
there were no recent calls to the area of 
suspicious activity. An interior check was 
conducted and the interior of the home 
appeared to have been ransacked. Several 
drawers and jewelry cases throughout 
the house were emptied. The Detective 
Division was notified and detectives 
responded to process the scene. Upon 
further investigation it appeared that exit 

was made through a rear French door, 
which had the frame bent from having 
been pushed open from inside of the 
home. The homeowner reported that an 
unknown amount of jewelry was stolen, 
possibly over $15,000 worth. He also 
reported that the last person to leave the 
home was the nanny. A canvass of the 
neighboring homes was conducted with 
negative results.
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John M. Simone

John M. Simone Jr., 89, of White Plains, 
passed away December 23. He was born 
February 1, 1926 in White Plains to John 
M. Simone and Cecelia Faulkner. John 
served his country during WWII in 
the Air Corps. On January 6, 1952 John 
married Bernadine Wechgelaer. He is a 
former Deputy Chief of the White Plains 
Fire Department, retiring July 1, 1975. He 
was a member of the Elks Club. 

Besides his loving wife Bernadine, John 
is survived by his four loving children; 
John Simone of White Plains, Beverly 
Simone of West Nyack, Pat Simone of 
Greenwich, and Ron Simone of Stamford, 
and four cherished grandchildren; Erica 
Murray, Danielle Simone, John Simone 
and Collin Marino. He was predeceased 
by his brother Fred Simone December 28, 
2011.

Joseph G. Lemm

Joseph G. Lemm, 45, of West Harrison, 
died on December 21 from wounds 

received in action while serving his 
country in Afghanistan with the Air 
National guard. Born August 12, 1970 in 
Dubuque, IA he was the son of Charles 
Ronek of Dubuque, IA and Shirley Lemm 
of Beemer, NE. Joe attended Beemer High 
School in Nebraska where he excelled 
as an athlete in football, basketball, and 
track. Joe accomplished everything he 
strived to achieve. 

After High School he enlisted in the 
Armed Forces serving in the United 
States Air Force. Promoted to the 
rank of Technical Sergeant, Joe served 
three tours of duty in both Iraq and 
Afghanistan with the 105th Base Defense 
Squadron. Throughout his military 
service he received numerous awards and 
commendations to include The Purple 
Heart and he is set to receive The Bronze 
Star Medal with Valor. In 2000 Joe wanted 
to continue protecting people by joining 
The New York City Police Department. 
A 16-year veteran of law enforcement 
Joe was a highly decorated New York 
City Police Officer with 590 arrests. After 
serving in the 48th Precinct and Bronx 

Street Crime Unit, Retired First Grade 
Detective, Danny Rivera, a longtime 
mentor and friend, inspired Joe to further 
follow his heart. On December 19, 2014 
Joe was promoted to Detective serving 
as member of the department’s Warrant 
Squad. Nicknamed “superman” by friends 
and colleagues Joe was a gentle giant 
who strived to be the best in whatever 
he set his mind to. He enjoyed playing 
basketball, being on his boat, and was a 
true Philadelphia Eagles fan. He was also 
an avid hunter, outdoorsman, most of 
all enjoyed spending time with friends 
and family. Joe is survived by his wife 
Christine, daughter Brooke, son Ryan, 
father Charles (Charlotte) Ronek, mother 
Shirley Lemm, brother Brian Lemm, 
mother-in-law Jill DeGuisto, sister-in-
law Kim (Travis) Arnette, niece Taylor 
Arnette and nephew Travis Arnette Jr., 
Godmother Carmela Fuca, many cousins, 
aunts, uncles, and numerous friends. Joe 
was preceded in death by his sister-in-
law Karen Ann DeGuisto and friend and 
fellow Serviceman Staff Sgt. Todd “TJ” 
Lobraico. Joe would want everyone to 

celebrate his life listening to rock and roll. 
We all know Joe is watching us and will be 
here with us for all Eternity. Joe will receive 
an NYPD Inspector’s funeral with full 
military honors to be held on Wednesday, 
Dec. 30at 10 a.m. at St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
in New York. Interment will follow in the 
Gate of Heaven Cemetery, Hawthorne. 
Reposing at St. Anthony of Padua Church, 
85 Harrison Street, West Harrison, 
Tuesday, Dec 29 from 2-5 p.m. and 7-9 
p.m. 

Gertrude M. Keogh

Gertrude M. Keogh, formerly of White 
Plains, passed away December 19. She 
was 94. Gertrude was born November 15, 
1921 in Brooklyn to Gertrude I. Malone 
and William J. Keogh. Besides her parents, 
Gertrude was predeceased by her brother 
William J. Keogh in 1973. Gertrude was 
considered “the oldest adopted member 
of the Wright Family,” of Raymond and 
Mary Wright of Endicott, NY.

For 45 years Gertrude worked for 
Allstate Insurance in White Plains as 
assistant personnel manager.

Gertrude was one of the founders and 
54-year member of Legion of Mary in 
Westchester. She served as president of the 
Legioncuria and Right to Life committee 
in NY State and White Plains. She was 
one of the original founders and members 
of the Catholic Club and a 20-year 
volunteer at both the Rosary Hill Home in 
Hawthorne and Schnurmacher Nursing 
Home. Gertrude received the St. Michael 
Award from the Catholic Coalition of 
Westchester, the Cardinal Cooke Award 
from NY State Right to Life and was 
awarded the Lifetime Achievement from 
Westchester/Putnam Right to Life. 

Obituaries

Only weeks after several independent 
entities cautioned against the overly 
aggressive revenue assumptions in 
the 2016 budget, Westchester County 
released the results from November 
2015, which include those generated by 
Black Friday and the start of the holiday 
shopping season that are down 2 percent 
from the same point in 2014. 

In November of 2015, the county 
reported $38,825,843 in sales tax 

revenue, down from $39,649,702 the 
prior year. The drop is $823,859 and 
leaves the County’s 2015 11-month total 
over $2.5 million short of the budgeted 
revenue figure for the year. In order 
to meet the goal for the 2015 budget, 
December sales tax would have to have 
an 8.5 percent increase from the prior 
December. 

“While the weather has been extremely 
conducive to shopping throughout the 

County, expecting to inject $16 million 
into the local economy in one month 
with one shopping season is a bit too 
large of a gamble for my comfort,” 
Legislator Ken Jenkins (D-Yonkers) said. 

The County would need to pull in 
$54,570,562 in sales tax revenues in order 
to make budget for 2015 or else it will 
have to rely on funds from the County’s 
reserve to close the several million dollar 
operating deficit for the year. 

“We’ve been cautioned against these 
practices for exactly this reason and with 
the growth in ease of online shopping, 
this trend is only going to continue. 
The last time our area saw a winter 
miracle like this was when Joe Namath 
guaranteed the Jets would win the Super 
Bowl; I don’t think we’re on the cusp of 
anything great with this administration,” 
Jenkins concluded. 

Very recently it was reported in the 
local media that a number of taxi cab 
operators were publicly reprimanded and 
fined for price gouging at the White Plains 
train station in the wake of last January’s 
Metro North accident in Valhalla. This 
event does pose a moral conundrum 
with regard to the double standard 

being set by White Plains. True, the cab 
drivers did take advantage of a situation 
that improved their bottom line, though 
we must remember this is a capitalistic 
economic system of supply and demand. 
Most people would agree it is morally 
wrong to “extort” money from people  
in a time of crisis who have little choice 

but to pay. 
As appalling as this is, along with the 

quick response from the City to impose 
punitive fines for price gouging. We must 
not lose sight of White Plains’ high parking 
fees along with its excessive penalties for 
tickets. I thought usury and price gouging 
were illegal, and, not to be tolerated in the 

City of White Plains. One could logically 
conclude that price gouging is legal and 
acceptable if mandated by a government. 
We should ponder the hypocrisy of such 
actions if we truly believe that price 
gouging is illegal regardless of who 
engages in this unethical practice.

–Rolando D’Illuric, White Plains 

November 2015 Sales Tax Revenues Drop from Prior Year 

The Double Standard of Price Gouging 

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 

editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 

editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com.  

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide 

their name, address and contact 
information. 

Letters Policy
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More Living Using Less Space With Convertible Furniture
In the early days of our marriage, my 

wife and I lived in a small New York City 
studio apartment and we had to make the 
most of what space we had. 

Some of our neighbors opened up 
floor space by sleeping on Murphy beds 
that folded up vertically into the wall. 
We opted instead to purchase an extra-
long convertible sofa, a Lawson-style, 
upholstered in red velvet, and had that as 
our regular bed. It followed us through 
many moves. The daily ritual of folding 
the sofa up again early in the morning 
became ingrained in us.

Eventually we settled into our home 
in the suburbs and acquired a queen-
sized bed in its own bedroom. Our old 
convertible sofa became part of our living 
room furniture. We imagined that it could 
still be unfolded for our relatives when 
they came to visit, but as we already had a 
separate guest bedroom with its own bed, 
the sofa was opened for company only 
rarely, mainly on Christmas Eve when 
relatives visiting from a distance stayed 
over. 

After many years we finally brought it 
to the curb and replaced it with a more 
delicate – but admittedly less adaptable 
– pink Sheraton-style settee. We felt 
fortunate to have enough rooms to meet 
our needs. But now as we look forward, 
we see the appeal of having less house 

to tend to. Eventually we 
will downsize, yet we will 
still want to entertain and 
have family over as before. 
I decided to investigate 
convertible furniture to see 
if it has evolved from my old 
city days.

There is no doubt that the 
fold-out sofa is the classic 
choice for temporary guest 
bedding, although many 
of us dread spending a 
night over that infamous 
metal bar that runs across 
the width of the mattress. 
Fortunately, a little research 
on the Apartment Therapy 
or Consumers Digest 
websites can give you advice 
for choosing the newest comfortable 
brands. 

One alternative to the foldout is a daybed 
with a slide-out trundle underneath, 
turning a sofa into two side-by-side 
twin beds. Another is the ingenious sofa  
bunk bed, which unfolds upward, 
revealing easily positioned ladder rungs 
and safety rails.

For the more experimental, many 
manufacturers offer geometric foam 
pieces that can be rearranged like building 
blocks into a sofa, a daybed or a low table 

with extra blocks on the floor for 
seating. I’m not sure how much 
I would enjoy picking myself 
up off the floor after sleeping 
on that foam, but the younger 
or more limber among us may 
want to try it.

Once you know where your 
guests will be sleeping, it’s time 
to find them a place to sit and 
eat. The most traditional way 
to expand your dining table is 
to buy one that accommodates 
extra panels in the center, and 
perhaps unfold a card table for 
the overflow.

But if your space is too small 
for a dedicated dining table, 
there are still alternatives. One 
of my favorites is the fold-down 

table, where one edge is joined to the wall 
with hinges. When open, the legs unfold 
down for support, and when closed, the 
legs and eating surface lie flat against the 
wall. Some models, available online for 
the DIYer, reveal medicine cabinet-sized 
storage when the table is folded down. 
Other versions, such as those made by 
IvyDesign, turn the underside of the table 
into a framed work of art once it is folded 
up.

Even small furniture items can give you 
more space when you need it. Not only 

can sets of end tables nest into each other, 
but with design ingenuity even chairs and 
coffee tables can be stored in a similar way.

For the ultimate in space efficiency, 
one can marvel at the highly engineered 
components that make up accordion-style 
apartments, where sliding and pivoting 
structures transform one room into three 
or more. The traditional Murphy bed, for 
example, not only folds up into the wall, 
but it might pivot to reveal bookcases and 
a fold-down table on the other side. What 
looks like a solid wall might easily slide 
forward, similar to the mobile shelving in 
museum archives, to create a new mini-
room with bunk beds or other storage that 
unfold from the newly revealed wall.

While I don’t see myself returning to 
the days of folding my bed away every 
morning, I can certainly handle stacking 
a few coffee tables, matryoshka doll-style, 
after company leaves. Even this longtime 
suburban homeowner can adapt to using 
space in a new way.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and Founder of 
Primavera Public Relations, Inc., the longest 
running public relations agency in Westchester 
(www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site 
is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and his 
blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage 
the services of The Home Guru to market 
your home for sale, call 914-522-2076.
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Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
INTERNAL MEDICINE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-940-2500
PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129

CARMEL: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

CORTLANDT MANOR:
GENERAL SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2315
OB/GYN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-1697

CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675

JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135

MAHOPAC:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-248-5556

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL
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Rancho Grande Serves a South of the Border Fiesta
Mexican food 

and culture meld 
beautifully with any 
season, and big, 
sprawling Rancho 
Grande Restaurant 
in the Highridge 
Shopping Plaza along 
Central Park Ave., 
Yonkers, offers an 

exciting environment for a good time.
Proprietor Mary Maloney and genial 

general manager and host Jose Perez are 
ready to feed you a large dose of south 
of the border festivities in their multi-
faceted 320-seat dining room and bar. The 
bar/lounge is a great spot for networking 
and there are Happy Hours offering 
specially priced cocktails Sunday through 
Friday from 4 to 7 p.m. Three separate 
dining areas are strewn with Mexican art 

and artifacts, and there is some seating 
with a view overlooking bustling Central 
Park Ave. A stage on the main level is the 
setting for live entertainment.

The kitchen is manned by talented 
Executive Chef Angelo Magno who some 
may know from Gaucho Grill in White 
Plains, and the former Milonga and Tango 
Grill in White Plains.

Great starters on the menu include: 
Quesito Fundido, a casserole of cheese 
fondue with Mexican sausage, served with 
flour tortillas; Ceviche de Camarones, 
shrimp marinated in lemon juice, chopped 
tomato, onions, cilantro and fresh chilies; 
Alitos, Mexican style Buffalo Wings with 
mango habanero or BBQ sauce; and the 
Botanita Grande, a combination platter of 
nachos, dry quesadilla, flautas, guacamole, 
chorizo, pico de gallo and sour cream. 

A specialty of the house is Guacamole al 
Molcajete prepared tableside.

Sizzling Fajitas really put on a smoky 
aromatic show in the dining room 
with your choice of fillings: chicken, 
carnitas, steak, or seafood. The Fajita 
Torito includes chicken, 
steak, shrimp, chorizo and 
melted Oaxaca cheese. A 
selection of Vegetarian 
dishes includes: a version 
of Paella with broccoli, 
carrots, cauliflower and 
spinach. Your favorite Tacos, 
Enchiladas and Burritos are 
here, too.

Signature House Specialties served 
in generous style include: Alambre Mar 
Y Tierra, steak, chicken, shrimp, with 
mixed vegetables, white rice and chile 
poblano sauce; Mole Poblano, chicken 

breast cooked in a flavorful dark sauce 
with dried peppers and spices; Mariscada 
Don Francisco, clams, mussels, calamari, 
scallops, red snapper and shrimp cooked 
in a creamy lobster sauce with parsley, 
served with white rice; and house made 
Tamales, cornmeal stuffed with pork and 
spices, steamed in corn husk.

Special Hint: Families should check 
out ‘Kids Eat Free’ (under 10) Sunday, 
Monday and Wednesday. Senior Citizens 
get a 20 percent discount all day Tuesdays.

Rancho Grande Mexican Restaurant 
is located at 1789 Central Park Ave., 
Yonkers. The restaurant is open 7 days 
a week for lunch and dinner. Sunday 
through Thursday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.; 
Friday and Saturday open to midnight. 
Daily Happy Hours Sunday-Friday: 4 to 
7 p.m. Weekend entertainment schedule, 

check ahead for details. On and off-
premise catering. Private party facilities 
for up to 90. Major credit cards. Casual 
dress. Free parking. Phone: 914-337-3056 
www.ranchograndemex.com.
  Culinary Grapevine in Early 2016

Kee Oyster House has 
taken over the long vacant 
space that was Tango Grill 
on East Post Road and Court 
Street, White Plains. It is 
an Asian work in progress. 
The ‘oyster house’ theme 
has come on strong with 
fish houses of every stripe 

making waves. Proprietor Les Barnes’ 
Saltaire, 55 Abendroth Ave., Port Chester 
(914-939-2425), for example, opened late 
last year housed in the renovated Willett 
House building, is one of the best new 
spots to indulge in platters of fresh clams 
and oysters and assorted fish and seafood 
dishes deftly prepared by Chef Bobby Will. 
A recent happy hour tasting proved that. 
Meanwhile, owner Ray Shramm’s rustic 
North East Oyster Co., 152 Mamaroneck 
Ave., Mamaroneck (914-304-3313), keeps 
his clams and oysters fresh daily out of 
a much smaller New England seacoast 
type space. And our friends at Lilly’s, 169 
Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains (914-997-
5600) have latched on to the oyster house 
tag and are putting out fresh platters, too. 

Peruvian cuisine in all its variations 
will make a greater impact in the coming 
year. We are seeing restaurants carrying 
the Peruvian theme not only in such 
ethnic enclaves as Port Chester and New 
Rochelle, but about to debut at Andino 
Peruvian Restaurant along Boston 
Post Road, Mamaroneck, at the former 
Gusano Loco site. Even long 
running Splendid Coffee Shop, 
106 Mamaroneck Ave., White 
Plains (914-288-0000), is now 
devoting part of its old diner 
menu to Peruvian dishes at 
prices that are hard to beat. 
Celebrity Chef/Restaurateur 
Jose Andres helped the 
Peruvian culinary movement 
along with the opening his 
China Chilcano in Washington, 
D.C., which tastefully plays on 
the wildly popular fusion of 
Peruvian, Chinese and Japanese 
cuisines. A popular concept in 
Peru, according to my friend 
Walter Ricci of La Piccola Casa 
in Mamaroneck, across from 
Harbor Island Park. Walter is 
originally from Peru where he 
grew up in an Italian/Peruvian 
household. Let’s see if bbq 
‘cuy’, Andean Guinea pig, a 
native specialty in some parts 
of Peru, makes it big here, too. 
Peruvian roast chicken is always 
delicious, though.

Executive Chef/Owner 
Christos Christou of Yefsi 

Estiatorio in Manhattan at York and 78th 
has taken over the former Casa Brusco 
space at 219 Main Street, Eastchester. 
It is being renovated as of this writing. 
Fans of Greek and Mediterranean cuisine 
should be quite pleased. Among his many 
designations, Chef Christou had worked 
for the Livanos family’s Molyvos in the 
city. More to follow…

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing 
consultant and former restaurant trade 
magazine editor. He has been tracking and 
writing about the food and dining scene in 
greater Westchester for over 30 years. He 
may be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net. 

General Manager Jose Perez with Executive Chef  Angelo Magno at Rancho Grande, Yonkers.

 By Morris Gut Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

Executive Chef  Bobby Will at Saltaire Oyster Bar 
and Fish House, Port Chester.

Colorful specialties at Rancho Grande, Yonkers.
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New Year’s Eve Dining and Entertainment Guide, Part III

The Examiner’s Creative Winter Cocktail Guide

By Jerry Eimbinder
Here is a continuation of The Examiner’s 

coverage of venues for area New Year’s Eve 
events. Prices shown are per person and 
do not include tax and gratuity unless 
otherwise stated. 

Hastings-on-Hudson: Purpl. Passed 
hors d’oeuvres. The Cookery food station, 
ice cream sandwiches from Pennylick 
Ice Cream and desserts by As You Wish 
Catering and pastry chef Rob Jones. Open 
bar includes cocktails, Champagne, wine 
and Captain Lawrence beer. Silent auction 
for work of many artists. Karaoke band. 
$100 per person; $179 per couple; $425 
for a table of eight. 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. or later. 
Cost is 50 percent tax deductible.

Mount Kisco: Rose Room. A la 
carte dinner. DJ. Entrées include filet 
mignon with lump crabmeat, lobster and 
spaghetti, braised beef ravioli, salmon, 
shrimp risotto, grilled swordfish, veal 
chop and chicken cutlet.

Pleasantville: Iron Horse. Prix-fixe 
dinner. Entrées: roasted duck breast, 
grilled salmon, Italian fish stew, beef 

short ribs, crusted roast rack of lamb, and 
New York steak. Champagne toast, party 
favors. $75. Starts at 9 p.m.

White Plains: Royal Palace. 
Masquerade theme (bring a mask). 
Three-course dinner. Open bar. Midnight 
Champagne toast. Party favors, photo 

booth, belly dancer. Kaotic Sound DJ. $75 
per adult in advance or $90 at door. $40 
per child (ages 5-12). $65 per person for 
groups of 10 or more. Opens at 8 p.m.   

White Plains: Serafina. Appetizer, 
entrées include a choice of risotto, filet 
mignon or branzino and tiramisu for 

dessert. Party favors, balloons, music 
and midnight countdown. Welcome 
Champagne toast. $79.

Yonkers: Alley 810. At Empire City 
Casino. DJ LAX. 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 

Yonkers: Dan Rooney’s Sports Bar. At 
Empire City Casino. Rachel Allyn Band. 
10 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Yonkers: Entertainment Lounge. At 
Empire City Casino. FDR Drive Band. 10 
p.m. to 2 a.m.

Yonkers: Good Time Room. At Empire 
City Casino. Buffet dinner. Open bar, 
midnight Champagne toast. Bobby Lynch 
Orchestra. $150. 9 p.m. seating.

Yonkers: Terrace Room. At Empire 
City Casino. Four entrée choices. 
Champagne Toast. Guss Hayes Band. $79 
for Empire Club members; $89 for non-
members. 9 p.m. seating. 

Yonkers: Zuppa. Lounge cocktail hour 
with raw bar and food stations followed 
by four-course dinner. Entrées: Amish 
chicken, two South African lobster tails 
and veal chop. Open bar. DJ. $140. Half-
price for children.

By Jerry Eimbinder
At many local restaurants, mixologists 

have enhanced the dining experience 
by applying bold imagination and 
artistry to the ancient art of cocktail 
making. Blending in new ingredients has 
produced  “craft cocktail”  alternatives to 
the  Old Fashioned, Manhattan, Bloody 
Mary and the Cosmopolitan. 

The following directory has 
been prepared for the adventurous 
drinker seeking creative or exotic winter/
holiday cocktails. Since most of the drinks 
are new, in some cases the establishment 
has not yet listed a price.

Armonk: Moderne Barn. Rum 
Toddy. Apple-flavored rum, apple cider, 
cinnamon stick, cloves, nutmeg, allspice, 
star anise, butter ($13).

Dobbs Ferry: Cedar Street Grill. The 
Big Apple Toddy. Served warm with 
Serpent’s Apple Whiskey, local cider 
($12).

Dobbs Ferry: Harper’s. Positively 
Smashed. Rittenhouse rye, Sorel 
liqueur, Lambrusco, Abbey ale, smashed 
kumquat.

Hastings on Hudson: Saint George. 
Chartreuse Julep. Bourbon, green 
Chartreuse liqueur, raw sugar, fresh mint 
($12).

Irvington: MP Taverna. Angouri. 
House infused cucumber vodka, 
Elderflower liqueur, lime ($12). 

Irvington: River City Grille. Winter 
Caipiriña. Leblon Cachaça, Cedilla 
Acai liqueur, cranberry, rosemary, lime, 

Simple Syrup muddle on the rocks ($13).
Larchmont: Plates. The Manor Park 

Martini. Pear vodka, pomegranate, pear 
nectar, homemade blood-orange sorbet.

Mahopac: Social on 6. Cocoritaville. 
Malibu red rum, lime juice, Patron 
Citronge liqueur ($10).

Mount Kisco: 251 Lex. Cucumber 
Cozzie. Gin, cucumber juice, mint, lemon 
syrup, cucumber infused gin ($12).

Mount Kisco: Cafe of Love. Blood-
Orange Bourbon Thawed.  

Mount Kisco: Little Drunken Chef. 
Winter Nights. Patron XO, Fresh espresso, 
double Dutch chocolate liqueur, cream, 
Frangelico, chocolate truffle garnish 
($12).

Mount Kisco: Pour. Between the 
Sheets. Parce 8-year-old Columbian rum, 
Guillon-Painturaud cognac, Caffo Solero, 
fresh lemon juice ($14).

Mount Kisco: Winston. Elm City 
Iced Tea. High West Double Rye, Amaro 

Sibilla, Earl Grey tea, local honey, lemon.
New Rochelle: Dubrovnik. Croatian 

Sunset. Akvinta vodka, lemon juice, 
Simple Syrup, muddled mint. With an 
orange and cherry, served over ice ($12).

Port Chester: Saltaire. Pumpkin 
Spice & Everything Nice. Pumpkin beer, 
bourbon, maple syrup, egg ($13).

Pound Ridge: Inn at Pound Ridge. Egg 
nog. Made from scratch at the restaurant. 
Cruzan Black Strap rum, Famous Grouse 
scotch whiskey and a bit of St. Elizabeth 
Allspice Dram ($10).

Rye: La Panetiere. Russian Ballet. 
Similar to a vodka sour; vodka, creme de 
cassis. Shaken ($14).

Scarsdale: Meritage. The Hudson. 
Hudson Valley wheat whiskey, sweet 
vermouth, bitter, cherry ($14).

Sleepy Hollow: Bridge View Tavern. 
BVT Bloody Mary. Crop cucumber 
vodka, meddled sherry tomatoes, parsley, 
fresh horseradish with Bloody Mary mix. 
Served with fresh lemon, olives and crisp 
celery.

Somers: Muscoot Tavern. Jack Frost. 
A martini made with pineapple vodka, 
pineapple juice, coconut rum, creme de 
coconut ($10).

Tarrytown: Equus. Raz & Bubbles. 
Prosecco and  Stoli  Raz with muddled 
raspberries, fresh lemon juice and Simple 
Syrup with a twist.

Tarrytown: Ruth’s Chris. The Gold 
Standard. Sparkling wine, Woodford 
Reserve Kentucky Bourbon, Cointreau, 
housemade cardamom syrup.

White Plains: Bao. French Martini. 
Vodka, Chambord Liqueur, pineapple 
juice. ($10).

White Plains: Emma’s Ale House. 
Adult Hot Chocolate. Bailey’s liquor, 
steamed chocolate milk, whipped cream, 
mini marshmallows, drizzle of chocolate 
($12).

White Plains: Lobby Lounge at The 
Ritz-Carlton. Ginger Apple Cider. 
Domaine De Canton with Wild Turkey 
Bourbon, a splash of Hudson Valley 
maple syrup, apple beer ($17).

White Plains: Morton’s. The 36th Vote 
Manhattan. High West whiskey aged in 
oak barrels for three months, vermouth, 
bitters, stirred, served over an ice sphere.

White Plains: Sam’s of Gedney 
Way. Lady Lindy. New Amsterdam gin, 
fresh squeezed lemon juice, Simple 
Syrup, Crème de Violette topped with 
champagne, garnished with twist ($12).

Karaoke is planned at Purpl in Hastings-on-Hudson for New Year’s Eve entertainment. 

The bar in the cocktail lounge at Saltaire in Port 
Chester. Raz & Bubbles, a popular cocktail at Equus in 

Tarrytown’s Castle Hotel and Spa.
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Diaper Bank of Westchester Receives 
Generous Donation from Huggies

The New Year is already looking a little brighter for families struggling to afford clean diapers, as the 
Westchester County Diaper Bank received a generous donation of  90,000 diapers from Huggies. 
During its first year of  operations, the Westchester County Diaper Bank distributed 150,600 diapers 
(or 3,012 packages) to local families in need. That’s an average of  274 packages monthly – all 
procured through donations, community drives and corporate sponsorships. Pictured left to right: 
John Befus, Deputy Commissioner, Westchester County Department of  Social Services (DSS); Kevin 
J. Plunkett, Westchester Deputy County Executive; Alison Messerle, President, Junior League of  
Central Westchester; Meridith Alin, President-elect, Junior League of  Central Westchester; Christine 
Sculti, Senior Advisory to County Executive Robert P. Astorino; Ellen Lynch, President & CEO, Food 
Bank for Westchester; Kevin M. McGuire, DSS Commissioner.

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 122915
AUCTIONS
Income Properties in Newport, VT 
Auctions: Thurs., Jan 28 25-Unit Apt. 
Building, 27,500+/-SF Ind. Building, & 
28,000+/-SF Ind. Building THAuction.
com *800-634-7653

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

HELP WANTED
NEW YEAR, NEW AIRLINE CAREERS  
Get trained as FAA certified Aviation 
Technician. Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assistance. Over-
night classes available. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 

Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LEGALS
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
WHOLESOME GROWTH LLC d/b/a 
Kumon of White Plains. Arts of Org 
filed with Scy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
3/27/2015. Office location: WESTCHES-
TER county. SSNY  designated agent 
upon whom process may be served and 
shall mail copy of process against LLC to: 
476 SHELTON RD TRUMBULL, CT, 
06611. Principal business address: 600 
N BROADWAY WHITE PLAINS, NY 
10603. Purpose: any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SO-
RENSEN HC ADVISORS LLC.  Articles 
of Incorporation filed with NY Secy of 
State (SSNY) on 7/7/14. Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY is designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 15 Petersville Road, Mt. Kisco, NY 
10549. Purpose: General.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GELIX, 
LLC. Art. of Org. filed with Sec’y of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 9/17/2015. Office 
location in Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 333 N. Bed-
ford Rd. Ste. 230, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Thrive HR Solu-
tions, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY  
on 7/27/15. Office in Westchester County.  
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: United States Corpora-
tion Agents, 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of M.J. Fish LLC 
filed with the Secretary of State of NY on 
November 17, 2015.  SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against may be served.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 302 West Main Street, 
Suite 155, Avon, CT 06001.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.

NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS Up 
to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Payment 
Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices Paid!! 
Call Juley Today! 800-413-3479 www.
CashForYourTestStrips.com

TOP CASH PAID ON THE SPOT! - WE 
BUY Baseball Cards, Autographs, Re-
cords, Silver Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jew-
elry, Comics Etc., Call Joe Today @ 914-
310-5153

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail  
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

| 
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Dec. 29
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. No presentation.

“It’s a Wonderful Life.” Frank Capra’s 
holiday classic about bank manager 
George Bailey (James Stewart) who, 
facing financial ruin and possible jail time, 
contemplates jumping off a bridge on 
Christmas Eve. Jacob Burns Film Center 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. Noon. 
Every day through Dec. 31. Info and 
tickets: visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Tarzan, The Stage Musical  will play 
the White Plains Performing Arts Center 
Tuesday at 7 p.m.; Wednesday at  2 p.m.; 
and January 10,  Sunday at 2 p.mTickets are 
$25 - $47.   White Plains Performing Arts 
Center is located on the third level of City 
Center off Mamaroneck Avenue and Main 
Street in downtown White Plains.   For 
tickets: visit the theatre box office Monday-
Friday (11a.m. – 6 p.m.), purchase tickets 
online atwww.wppac.com or call 914-328-
1600. For Group Sales, contact barbara@
wppac.com.

“The Winter’s Tale.” Acclaimed actor-
director Kenneth Branagh present an 
exceptional series of plays that brings 
together a remarkable group of actors, 
including Judi Dench and Derek Jacobi 
and Kenneth Branagh.  This timeless 

Shakespeare tragicomedy of obsession 
and redemption is reimagined in a new 
production co-directed by Rob Ashford. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. Noon. Members: $25.  
Non-members: $30; Noon and Jan. 5 at 
6:30 p.m. Info and tickets: Visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.

Pack Chat for Kids. Children will learn 
about the mythology surrounding wolves 
and the important role they play in the 
natural world. Guests will visit ambassador 
wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and 
the critically endangered red wolves and 
Mexican gray wolves.  Bring a camera. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem. 
10 a.m. Adults: $13. Children (under 12): 
$11; 11 a.m. Pre-registration required. Info 
and pre-registration:  Visit www.nywolf.
org.

Wednesday, Dec. 30
Wolves of North America. Learn about 

the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why it’s a special 
time for packs in North America. Whether 
the wolves are living on the Arctic tundra 
or the high desert of the southwest, wolf 
families are out searching for prey as their 
pups prepare for their first winter season. 
Guests will visit ambassador wolves Atka, 
Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $13. Children 
(under 12): $11; 11 a.m., Pre-registration 
required.  Info and pre-registration: 
Visit www.nywolf.org.

Thursday, Dec. 31
White Plains Family Spectacular 

New Year’s Eve. The Free New Year’s Eve 
Celebration will begin at 10 p.m. on Main 
Street in White Plains and includes DJ 
music, Live Band, Ball Drop, Confetti and 
Fireworks display by Zambelli Fireworks 
and novelty items vendors. 

Friday, Jan. 1
Happy New Year!

Eighth Annual New Year’s Day Walk. 
Start off the year and your 2016 bird 
list with an invigorating walk along the 
Hudson River shoreline. Dress warmly 
since it is often cooler by the river. Bring 
binoculars if you have them. There will 
also be spotting scopes to share. Walk for 
an hour or stay longer if you wish and 
weather permits. Rockwood Hall State 
Park, Sleepy Hollow. 9 a.m. Free. Info: Visit 
www.sawmillriveraudubon.org.

Saturday, Jan. 2
Family Saturdays at the Lab. Learn 

about green screening, explore an 
augmented reality sandbox and make 
your own claymation stop-motion film! 
Jacob Burns Film Center educators will 
be on hand to guide visitors through an 
experience like no other. Jacob Burns Film 
Center’s Media Arts Lab, 405 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. Meets 
the first Saturday of the month. Info: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Monday, Jan. 4
Wild Encounters Story Time. Nature 

discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests or 
landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is spent 

outdoors. For children three to five years 
old; with a parent or caregiver. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 per child. Non-
member: $12 per child. Every Monday 
(except Jan. 18). Info: 914-723-3470  or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Telephone Support Group for Women 
With Metastatic Breast Cancer. This 
Support Connection group offers the 
opportunity to share information and 
experiences with women across the 
country who are living with breast cancer. 
Share information and experiences. 
Confidentially discuss concerns and gain 
support from others who understand 
from the comfort of home. Open to 
women nationwide living with recurrent, 
advanced stage or metastatic breast cancer. 
8 p.m. Free. Pre-registration required. Info 
and pre-registration: Contact Support 
Connection at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290.

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefits you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
 

For the 12th  year in a row, Heineken 
USA is partnering with The City of 
White Plains and the White Plains 
Business Improvement District on 
its New Year. Safe Ride. program, created 
to help local residents get home safely 

on New Year’s Eve. Through the  New 
Year. Safe Ride.  program, HEINEKEN 
USA will provide free and safe rides 
home for Westchester County residents 
of legal drinking age who celebrate New 
Year’s Eve in downtown White Plains. 

Between 11 p.m. on December 31 and 3 
a.m. on January 1, a dedicated fleet of 30 
cars will provide complimentary rides 
home for those 21 and older traveling 
from the heart of downtown White 
Plains to anywhere in the City or across 

Westchester County. The Safe Ride pick-
up location will be located in the heart 
of downtown White Plains, on the corner 
of East Post Road and Mamaroneck 
Avenue.

The City of White Plains New Year’s 
Eve Spectacular will be held at the 
intersection of Main and Court Streets 
and includes a DJ as well as a live band, 
a crowd countdown and ball drop, 
followed by a not-to-be-missed fireworks 
display and confetti. 

The event is large and a number of 
street closings are necessary. The City will 

begin closing streets in the event area at 2 
p.m. on New Year’s Eve. Streets will begin 
to re-open to vehicular traffic after the 
event is over, starting at approximately 
12:30 a.m. Jan. 1.

The New Year’s Eve event will be 
accessible via gated entry only. Four gates 
will be set up at the following locations: 
Main Street at Church Street; Renaissance 

Square at Williams 
Street; Court Street 
at Martine Avenue; 
Martine Avenue 
at Mamaroneck 
Avenue.

No large bags 
will be permitted 
inside the event 

area and all bags are subject to search 
at the entry gates. Attendees are asked 
to plan ahead, leaving extra time to go 
through security before entering the 
event. In addition, the event will be 
a No Fly Zone for Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles (aka “drones”). These security 
precautions are intended for the safety of 
the public attending this event. 

Heineken to Provide New Year. Safe Ride Taxi Service for 12th Year

White Plains New Year’s Eve Spectacular
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EX AMINER SPORTS
2015 Slam Dunk Tournament–Stepinac Champs of Boys’ Bracket One

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTO

By Albert Coqueran
The Stepinac High School 

and White Plains High School 
basketball teams almost had the 
opportunity to compete against 
each other in the 2015 Slam Dunk 
Tournament at the Westchester 
County Center last weekend. This 
would have been the match-up 
most local fans would have desired 
to witness.

However, The Tigers were 
defeated in the First Round by 
last year’s Section 9 Champions, 
Middletown High School, 56-43. 
White Plains shot a dismal 3-for-
23, in the first half, which equals 
13 percent from the field for those 
that are counting.

Luis Cartagena led the Tigers 
with 22 points. However, the senior 
guard committed six turnovers 
and did not have any assists in the 
game. Senior guard Lamar Noel 
had 10 points but added another 
five turnovers and only dished one 
assist.

 “Horrible shooting, I think 23 
percent for the game, you are not 
going to beat anyone scoring 11 points in 
a half,” said Tigers Head Coach Spencer 
Mayfield.   

Middletown was led by junior guard 
Jordan Bryan, who nearly secured a 
double-double with 22 points and nine 
rebounds. Bears point-guard Daniel 

Grant finished with 11 points, while guard 
Kenneth Middleton contributed 11 points 
and seven rebounds. Grant also had four 
assists in the game.

White Plains versus Middletown was 
the first game of an evening doubleheader 
in the First Round of Boys’ Basketball, 
which started at 5:30 p.m. Therefore, 

before Stepinac took the court against 
Eastchester High School at 7 p.m.; the 
Tigers were already destined for the Loser’s 
Bracket, while the Bears would play the 
winner of Stepinac versus Eastchester, on 
Sunday.

The Crusaders found themselves in a 
battle with Section 1 Class A Eastchester, 

in the ensuing game. The 
Crusaders from the elite CHSAA 
AAA met a scrappy, hustling 
Eagles team and led by only 28-
25 at halftime.

Stepinac outscored the Eagles 
16-9, in the third quarter to make 
the score 44-34. But the Eagles, 
behind the shooting of guard 
Steve Galgano and forward Jack 
Heffernan, closed the gap to 
within two points, 56-54, with 23 
seconds left in the game. Galgano 
scored 13 points and Heffernan 
added 10 points in the second 
half. 

However, the Crusaders 
grinded to a 57-54 win over the 
Eagles in the First Round. They 
were led by sophomore Aundre 
Hyatt, who notched a double-
double with 17 points and 14 
rebounds. Hyatt also had four 
block shots in the game. 

Stepinac junior forward Jordan 
Tucker almost added another 
double-double by scoring 
11 points and securing nine 
rebounds. Tucker also blocked 

three shots. Guard Kobe Miranda was 
the “x-factor” for Stepinac, while playing 
tenacious defense and contributing 10 
points. 

Furthermore, the Crusaders finally 
found that fourth double-digit scorer 

Stepinac High School beat Middletown High School, 71-57, to capture the 2015 Boys Bracket One Slam Dunk Championship. 
[L-r] Crusaders starters Jordan Tucker, Mario Nery, Jorden Means and Aundre Hyatt accept the Championship Trophy, at the 
Westchester County Center, on Sunday.

Westchester Parks Commissioner Kathleen O’Connor (right) presented the Most Valuable Player Trophy 
to Crusaders sophomore Aundre Hyatt who scored a total of  35 points grabbed 29 rebounds and blocked  
seven shots to be selected the 2015 Boys’ Bracket One Slam Dunk Tournament MVP. 

White Plains guard Luis Cartagena scored a game-high 17 points to lead the Tigers to a 58-40 win and a 
Third Place finish in the Boys’ Bracket One of  the 2015 Slam Dunk Tournament. Cartagena also scored 
22 points for the Tigers in a 56-43 loss to Middletown High School in the First Round. 

continued on next page
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with senior Mario Nery hustling for 10 
points. Eagles Galgano and Heffernan 
finished with a total of 15 points and 
16 points correspondingly in the game, 
while Eagles’ prolific senior guard Benny 
Dimirco had 15 points in the game but 
only four points in the second half.

“We said we were not going to let Benny 
beat us. He had 11 points at halftime and 
our halftime talk was to hold him and 
we held him to four points in the second 
half,” revealed Crusaders Head Coach Pat 
Massaroni.

On Sunday afternoon, White Plains 
(5-3) turned things around in the Boys’ 
Bracket One Consolation Game, while 
defeating Eastchester, 58-40 and securing 
Third Place in this year’s Slam Dunk 
Tournament. 

The Tigers were led by forward Braxton 
Gill who secured a double-double with 
10 points and 12 rebounds. Tigers guard 
Cartagena had a game-high 17 points. 
Forward Andrew Schultz was team-high 
for the Eagles with 15 points.

The nightcap on Sunday, registered one 
of the most fast paced games witnessed in 
the Slam Dunk Tournament. Nonetheless, 
Stepinac outran Middletown, 71-57, to 
capture the 2015 Boys’ Bracket One Slam 
Dunk Championship. 

It was the first Slam Dunk Tournament 
for Massaroni as the Crusaders Head 

Coach and the initial 
Slam Dunk Tournament 
for Crusaders sophomore 
transfer Hyatt; yet they both 
came-up winners.

“Growing-up in White 
Plains and getting a win 
here is a special feeling,” 
said Massaroni. “We have 
a young group with eleven 
underclassmen, they fought 
through some adversity last 
night and then came out 
tonight and won against 
a really good team,” said 
Massaroni, who now has his 
young Crusaders at 4-5 on 
the season. 

The Bears, as in their game 
versus White Plains were 
fast and feisty with Bryan 
scoring 22 points again in the 
Championship Game. Bryan 
created his own Slam Dunk 
highlight reel, as the 6’-2” 
guard tomahawk-dunked 
throughout the game.

But the Bears could not 
overcome Hyatt, Tucker, 
Nery and Jorden Means 
for the Crusaders. Hyatt 
dropped 18 points and 
snatched 15 rebounds for his 
second double-double of the 

tournament. Tucker added 13 points, eight 
rebounds and four assists. Means finished 
with 15 points and again Stepinac found 
that all-important fourth scorer with Nery 
netting 12 points, while shooting 4-for-4 
on the day.

Hyatt, who transferred from Fort 
Green Military Academy this season, 
won the Slam Dunk Boys’ Bracket One 
Most Valuable Player Award. Hyatt had 
a double-double in both contests, while 
totaling 35 points, 29 rebounds and seven 
block shots during the weekend. “It feels 
tremendous! It was a good team win. We 
fought and we got the Championship,” 
exclaimed Hyatt.

continued from previous page

Stepinac junior Jordan Tucker (left) drives to the hoop for two of  
his 11 points against Eastchester High School, in the Crusaders, 
57-54 First Round win in the 2015 Slam Dunk Tournament, at the 
Westchester County Center, on Saturday. 
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