
1November 17 - November 23, 2015www.Th eExaminerNews.com

Covering White Plains, Greenburgh and HarrisonFREE
November 17-November 23, 2015                                                                                                            SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                   Volume 5, Issue 222

1December 30 - January 5, 2015www.Th eExaminerNews.com

Covering White Plains, Greenburgh and HarrisonFRee
December 30- January 5, 2015                                                                                              SmaLL NewS IS BIG NewS                                                                                                                      Volume 4, Issue 176

twitter.com/@examinermedia

Olympian 
Returns to 
Hometown

Page 7

Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

�D�r�e�a�m� �K�i�t�c�h�e�n�s� �&� �B�a�t�h�s

Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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Preliminary Investigation Puts 
Electrical Problem at Root of Killer Fire

In an eff ort to permanently close down 
massage parlors along Central Avenue 
that have provided prostitution under the 
guise of spa treatments, the Greenburgh 
Town Board unanimously passed a law 
with a two-pronged approach to provide 
the double punch they feel will put these 
illegal businesses off  the streets for good.

Bob Bernstein, a lawyer and Edgemont 
Community Council President along 
with Greenburgh Town Board members 
Francis Sheehan, Kevin Morgan and 
Ken Jones worked in tandem to put the 
legislation together.

Under current NYS law, massage 

therapists are licensed to practice their 
profession – most involved in therapeutic 
services. Anyone providing massage 
services without a license is committing 
a felony.

Th e problem along Central Avenue, 
however, has been the spas that put one 
person’s license on display and then allow 
other workers to provide services beyond 
massage. Once tracked down and closed 
by police, these establishments are able to 
reopen under another license.

Th e new Greenburgh law requires 
massage therapists to apply for a town 
license, allowing checks for valid state 

continued on page 4

By Pat Casey
A young child is dead, her elderly 

grandfather seriously injured by smoke 
inhalation, during a fi re that broke out 
at a residence in White Plains Saturday 
morning.

Th e house, which is reported to have 
housed 10 people from two separate 
families at 29 Nutgrove St., White Plains, 
was determined uninhabitable as the 
fl ames were put out and the residents 
displaced into the care of the Red Cross.

Th e child, Lalayjah Pearson, would 
have turned three years old in December. 
She was staying with her grandparents 
Charles and Doris Young. Doris was 

treated for smoke inhalation and released, 
but her husband, according to reports, 
remains in grave condition. Lalayjah 
was pronounced dead at White Plains 
Hospital on Saturday.

In a statement Saturday evening, White 
Plains Public Safety Commissioner David 
Chong called fi refi ghters responding to 
the scene heroic. Th ey tried to reach the 
two burning bedrooms on the second 
fl oor of the three-and-a-half-story house, 
“but the fl ames were too intense,” Chong 
said. 

Th e toddler and the grandfather were 
discovered on the second fl oor as the 

continued on page 4

By Arthur Cusano
Several local Democratic offi  cials 

are calling for a halt to construction 
on the Algonquin gas pipeline until 
the plan to clear-cut hundreds of 
trees in Blue Mountain Preserve is 
reviewed by state offi  cials.

State Assembly members Sandy 
Galef (D-Ossining) and David 
Buchwald (D-White Plains), joined 
several county legislators and 
members of Stop Algonquin Pipeline 
Expansion (SAPE) at the county 
building in White Plains last Friday 
morning where they announced they 
were submitting a letter to County 
Executive Rob Astorino calling on 
him to rescind a work permit granted 
to Spectra Energy for the planned 
expansion of the Algonquin gas 
pipeline in the 1,538-acre county 
park in Cortlandt and Peekskill. 
Work on the project has just begun 
at the site.

“Th ere is a parkland alienation law 
here in the state of New York,” Galef 
said. “If you have designated parkland, 
and you want to turn it into something 
else like the Algonquin Pipeline, you 
need to get state legislative approval. 
Also, if you remove parkland from 
the rolls you also need to fi nd other 
parkland property to put on it.” 

Galef said Astorino had signed a 
contract with Spectra Energy to allow 
the work to begin without getting 
proper state approval. Time was of the 
essence.

“We are at a really critical moment 
in this whole issue,” Galef told those 
on hand. “As you know, many of us, 
including Congresswoman [Nita] 
Lowey and Congressman [Eliot] 
Engel, have been working very hard 
to try to get an independent safety 
assessment of the whole Algonquin 
Pipeline. As Spectra goes forward  Assemblywoman Sandy Galef, left, and Assemblyman David Buchwald last Friday called for a halt to work on the 

Algonquin Pipeline in Blue Mountain Preserve, saying the clearing of  parkland requires further state review. 
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By Arthur Cusano
Westchester County Executive Rob 

Astorino introduced his 2016 budget 
Friday to county officials and the press, his 
sixth consecutive spending plan without a 
tax levy increase.

The $1.8 billion budget maintains what 
Astorino called his two key goals: no tax 
levy increase and no use of the county’s 
unrestricted fund balance. As in the past 
five years, tax increases were not an option, 
he said.

“I will veto any budget with a tax 
increase,” Astorino said.

The 2016 budget includes a $180 million 
capital fund, $18 million for water, sewer 
and refuse districts and another $18 million 
for county airport improvements.

Astorino used the presentation to criticize 
unfunded state and federal mandates that 
Westchester is forced to comply with. The 
county is required to spend $1.35 billion 
for such programs, Astorino said, but only 
receives $424 million to fund them. 

“That $926 million difference, 100 
percent of it, every dollar we take in from 
property taxes, goes right out the door 
to pay for that,” Astorino said. “And 70 
percent of our sales tax is now being paid 
to these mandate costs.”

Sales tax revenue declined this year 
due to inclement winter weather that 
kept consumers homebound along with 
dropping gas prices, he said.

Under the proposed budget there will 
be no cuts to county Bee-Line bus routes, 
libraries or childcare programs, which will 
keep the current parent contributions at 
27 percent. Some late-night and weekend 
bus stops may be eliminated due to low 
ridership.

However, some nonprofit organizations 
will see their funding slashed. There will 
be 20 percent funding reductions for Legal 
Services of the Hudson Valley and the 
Hudson River Museum and a 70 percent 

cut to Cornell Cooperative Extension 
funding. In addition, 25 positions in 
various departments are slated to be 
eliminated. Those cuts follow a buyout 
of 158 employees over the summer. 
Another 60 vacant county positions will be 
eliminated. 

To minimize layoffs, Astorino’s budget 
plan calls for bonding $11 million to pay 
for tax certiorari settlements. 

“Because of our very strong credit 
ratings, it will cost about $60,000 a year in 
interest, which relatively speaking, is fairly 
low,” Astorino said. “If we decided to pay 
off the entire $11 million in cash, which I’m 
open to if that’s what the board chooses to 
do, it would require about 110 additional 
layoffs.”  

Astorino also called for state pension 
amortization of $3 million, down from $15 
million this year.

“Going forward we will cash up and 
pay in full our pension obligations every 
year,” he said. “We still have to pay back 
the original borrowing, but we’re now 
stabilized.” 

Legislator Ken Jenkins (D-Yonkers), in 
a statement released Thursday afternoon 
in advance of Astorino’s presentation, 
called the bonding “fiscally irresponsible” 
and said it would lead to another credit 
downgrade for the county. The Westchester 
County Association and Business Council 
of Westchester have objected to the 

reliance of borrowing for operating costs. 
Representatives from both organizations 
have stated the budgeted sales tax increases 
were overly optimistic, he said. 

Jenkins said a downgrade would cost 
Westchester residents millions on the 
$1.3 billion worth of capital projects. 
The county’s AAA credit rating has been 
maintained by both Standard & Poor and 
Fitch Ratings, while Moody’s recently 
downgraded the county to an AA1 rating.  

“The Astorino administration’s 
continued reliance on fictitious revenue 
when budgeting has led Westchester to this 
credit precipice,” Jenkins stated. “Those 
responsible for these budget projections 
should be first on the list of any proposed 
layoffs in 2016.”

Board of Legislators Chairman Michael 
Kaplowitz (D-Somers) said the board 
supported keeping tax rates level, but 
said cuts to nonprofits and layoffs needed 
more review. The proposed $11 million tax 
certiorari bond also needed to be carefully 
considered, he said. 

“That cost, in an ideal world, should 
be included in our operational expenses,” 
Kaplowitz stated.

Shortly after Astorino presented the 
2016 Budget, the CSEA, the largest of the 
county’s employee unions, said it was not 
in tune with Astorino’s proposals.

“Today’s County Budget proposed by 

Astorino Unveils 2016 $1.8B Budget With No Tax Increase
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Westchester County Executive Robert Astorino 
unveiled his proposed 2016 budget last Friday 
morning. 
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.
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digging up land, cutting down trees – 
maybe a thousand trees this weekend up 
in the Blue Mountain park reservation – 
once you put that underground pipeline 
in, it’s very hard for it not to go into effect.”

Assemblyman Steve Otis (D-Rye) has 
also agreed to sign the letter to Astorino, 
Galef said. 

The pipeline expansion project 
would run from Stony Point, under 
the Hudson River, through Peekskill, 
Cortlandt, portions of Yorktown and 
into Connecticut, Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts. The project will remove an 
existing 26-inch gas pipeline and replace 

it with a 42-inch one. The gas pressure 
would also increase by 25 percent.

Buchwald said the county executive 
needs to immediately act to preserve the 
county land from being cleared.

“Government officials should be 
working to preserve that trust the public 
has, that when parkland is dedicated, it’s 
preserved for parkland,” Buchwald said. 
“I feel that all of us are like the Lorax, we 
speak for the trees. But we also speak for 
the residents of Westchester County.”

Also on hand for the press conference 
were county legislators MaryJane Shimsky 
(D-Hastings-on-Hudson), Catherine 

Parker (D-Rye) and Democratic Majority 
Leader Catherine Borgia (D-Ossining). 
Blue Mountain Preserve is located in 
Borgia’s district. She said losing the 
parkland would be harmful to the flora 
and fauna that call Westchester home.

“We do not have a lot of old growth 
forest in Westchester County – we’re an 
overdeveloped county,” Borgia said. “This 
park is a little pocket of nature that we can 
very ill afford to lose.”

Borgia also pointed out that the pipeline 
runs past Indian Point nuclear power 
plant in Buchanan as well as schools and 
homes, which raises other safety concerns 

that need to be studied.
In September, Borgia and several 

other county leaders announced 
legislation urging the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation to freeze the 
issuance of any new air and water quality 
permits for natural gas infrastructure 
project applications. The resolution also 
calls on the state Department of Health 
to perform a thorough assessment of the 
public health and safety risks of pipelines.

“We need to slow down this process and 
really look at the long-term impact and 
we need to do it right now before trees 
start coming down,” Borgia said.

grandmother was being carried out. 
Despite the fact that firefighters got 

to the scene within minutes and the fire 
was quickly contained, they were not 
able to save the child – a fact that has had 
a devastating affect on the responders, 
according to Chong.

The investigation into the exact cause 
of the fire is ongoing.

licenses. With a town license, the business 
then will apply for a Special Permit to 
comply with the Zoning Code.

The Zoning Code was rewritten to 
accommodate this change.

If a business is found running a 
prostitution operation, once the massage 
license violation has been acted upon, the 
business is not able to reopen because it 

has violated the Zoning Code and a court 
order to close operations of the entire 
business can be obtained.

While the law was being crafted, several 
valid massage professionals came before 
the Town Board to express their outrage 
over what they feel is an unfair law and 
the fact that their profession is already 
policed by New York state regulations.
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SmaLL NewS IS  
BIG NewS

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for the Holidays at Somers Custom Framing

continued from page 3
Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL

Mental Health Wellness Center  
Opens in White Plains

Woman’s Club Presents El Centro 
Hispano with $10K Check 

NICK ROUKE PHOTO

HOICE of  NY held a ribbon-cutting and dedication ceremony on Nov. 9 to officially open the White 
Plains Terry Smith Wellness Center, offering mental health care, expanding the notion of  client care 
to include programs that address the wholeness of  a person. Programs offered at the Wellness 
Center include fitness classes, job training workshops, diabetes management seminars, nutritional 
coaching, and socialization groups. The Center is located at 200 E. Post Road, White Plains. Left 
to right: White Plains Mayor Thomas Roach, CHOICE Executive Director Guy Fessenden, Emcee Bob 
Marrone , NY State Senator George Latimer and CHOICE Board VP Sharon Moseson.

Each year The Woman’s Club of  White Plains Foundation donates funds to local non-profits and the 
recipient of  proceeds from this year’s Corks & Forks event is El Centro Hispano. The 4th Annual 
Corks & Forks event was a spectacular evening of  cocktails and hors d’oeuvres in the garden of  the 
CV Rich Mansion, followed by fabulous dinner fare in the ballroom. Over 200 guests and 29 local 
restaurants and specialty purveyors participated. A portion of  the proceeds from this event will also 
help to pay for renovation projects to the historic home of  the Woman’s Club, the CV Rich Mansion 
where many volunteer and community events are held.

continued from page 3
Astorino Unveils 2016 $1.8B Budget With No Tax Increase

County Executive Astorino continues to 
be bad for taxpayers. This budget makes 
Westchester residents less safe by laying 
off workers and eliminating positions 
that are necessary to take care of the most 
critical needs of our citizens and still sets 
aside no money for a CSEA contract,” 
said Westchester County Unit 9200 CSEA 
President Kwabena Manu in a press 
statement released Friday. 

The CSEA release further said 
Westchester County residents could have 
realized a savings of $5 million dollars 
a year if the County would have agreed 
to a proposal by CSEA Unit 9200 that 
was submitted to them back in 2013. 
The proposal tied the reimbursement 
rate of Health Insurance coverage to an 
employee’s base salary. 

Manu further said: “Our workers repair 

Westchester’s roads and bridges, maintain 
their parks and ensure that our sewer 
systems work. The people of Westchester 
will be less safe if these jobs can’t get done.”

The CSEA says it is ready and willing 
to negotiate a fair and equitable contract, 
which will continue to have contributions 
to health care on the table.

The Board of Legislators has until Dec. 
27 to adopt a 2016 budget. Board members 
began the budget review process at their 
meeting last night (Monday).

Three hearings are scheduled to elicit 
feedback from the public: Thursday, Nov. 
19, at Yonkers Public School 30 in Yonkers; 
Nov. 24 at Horace Greeley High School in 
Chappaqua; and Dec. 9 at the county office 
building. All three hearings begin at 7 p.m.

Pat Casey contributed reporting to 
this story.
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Westchester County Police Department
Body Discovered. A woman found 

dead in Playland in Rye Saturday 
aft ernoon has been identifi ed as Elizabeth 
Pratt. She was 88.

Police received a call around 3:30 
p.m. Saturday about  a woman fl oating 
facedown in Manursing Lake, also 
known as Playland Lake, just outside of 
the amusement park’s gates, Westchester 
County Police spokesman Kieran O’Leary 
said over the weekend.

Th e woman was  pronounced dead at 
the scene. She was wearing heavy clothes, 
and her car was parked nearby.

Th e Westchester Medical Examiner’s 
Offi  ce is conducting an autopsy to 
determine Pratt’s cause of death.

Pratt lived at Clark Lane a block west of 
the lake, in Rye.

Greenburgh Police Department
Credit Card Th eft . On Nov. 1 police 

responded to Lawrence Drive on a 
report of possible theft  of services from a 
Greenburgh taxi. Th e offi  cers spoke with 
the victim, who is a driver for Greenburgh 
Taxi, and he reported that he picked up 
a fare from Lawrence Drive and drove 
him to Getty Square in Yonkers. Once 
in Yonkers the fare gave him a Discover 
card, which was declined. Th e taxi driver 
took the fare’s name and a phone number, 
which he called. Th e phone number 
belonged to the fare’s mother who said 
she had no cash and that her son had 
stolen the credit card and her cell phone. 
Police follow-up with the fare’s parents 
confi rmed this. Th ere were no witnesses 
to the theft s, but the mother said she 
intended to pursue charges against her 
son. 

DWI. On Nov. 1 police responded to 
an accident scene where a car had hit 
and severely damaged two utility poles 
and the front end of the vehicle. Several 
emergency vehicles responded and the 
driver was quickly put in the back of 
an ambulance. Th e driver said she was 
coming from a party but refused to say 

what she had to drink. When a sobriety 
test was suggested, the driver admitted 
she had been drinking all day. She was 
unsteady on her feet and for her safety 
was not given any fi eld sobriety test on 
scene. She was transported to White 
Plains Hospital where a blood sample was 
taken. She was released into the care of 
hospital staff . 

Th ird Degree Assault. At almost 
midnight on Halloween night, police were 
called to a residence where a fi ght was 
in progress. When police arrived, some 
parties involved in the fi ght had already 
dispersed. One of the complainants said 
he had gotten into the fi ght with two other 
males at the party because he felt they 
were bothering his female friends. Th e 
dispute turned physical. One complainant 
sustained an injury to his right jaw from 
getting punched with a closed fi st, another 
reported that he was pushed to the ground 
and stomped on. A third was punched on 
the upper left  side of his face and a fourth 
was punched on the back of his head. 
Aft er giving a description of the other 
parties who fl ed prior to police arrival, 
units canvassed the area and picked up 
four males, two of which were involved 
in the fi ght. Th ey were brought into 
police headquarters and interviewed. Two 
female watches and one computer tablet 
were found on the person of one of the 
suspects. Th e homeowner where the party 
was held identifi ed the objects as stolen 
out of her home during the party. Charges 
were not made and the items returned. 
However, the homeowner claimed she 
was still missing a black diamond necklace 
and a pair of black diamond earrings. Th e 
victims did not want to press charges. 
Detectives following up on the theft s.

Identity Th eft . On the evening of 
Oct. 30, offi  cers took a walk in report 
regarding an identity theft  involving 
fraudulent checking account withdrawals. 
Th e complainant said when he attempted 
to withdraw $300 from the ATM at 
Yonkers Raceway Casino he was denied 

for reaching the daily limit. Knowing 
that he did not make withdrawals over 
his limit, he contacted Citizens Bank, 
which advised him that two withdrawals 
of $503 and $483, totaling $986 had been 
made on Park Avenue in Manhattan. Th e 
complainant said he notifi ed Citizens 
Bank that he did not make the withdrawals 
and cancelled the card. He does not know 
who could have made the withdrawals or 
how they accessed his account. He reports 
he used the debit card at a parking garage 
and a deli ATM in Brooklyn earlier that 
day. Report fi led for documentation.

Police Blotter

Advertise in 
The White Plains 

Examiner  
914-864-0878 

11December 30 - January 5, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com

Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com
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Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

707 Nepperhan Ave. • Yonkers, NY 
24 Hr. Tel (914) 965-5395 •Fax (914) 965-9752

www.jfjfuel.com

• Heating Oil-Commerical & Residential • Diesel Fuel
• Full Oil Heating Service and Installations • Oil Tank Installation and Removal 

• Oil Tank Testing • Full Environmental Services
• Serving Westchester County and The Bronx
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

 

 
| 

Mooseltoe is the charming story about a Moose who wants to fly with Santa’s reindeer.  
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Obituaries

As communities around the world fi nd 
ways to express solidarity with France 
aft er Friday’s terrorist attacks, the work 
of protection heightens and public safety 
offi  cials and fi rst responders go into 
heightened alert.

In Westchester County and its 
communities, many preventative and 
emergency programs are already in place.

As a citizen, there are things you can 
do to prevent terrorism as well. Th is 
means taking the time to consider your 
surroundings and looking for anything 
that might stand out as unusual and 
reporting it. Th is can be as simple as 
noticing whether or not a passenger on a 
train or a bus, or a patron in a restaurant 
takes a package with them when they 
leave. 

If you see something – say something!
Th e following is taken directly from the 

FBI website.
Preventing Terrorist Attacks:  How 

You Can Help. Th is is a message that 
bears repeating, no matter where you live 
in the world: Your assistance is needed in 
preventing terrorist acts.

It’s a fact that certain kinds of activities 
can indicate terrorist plans that are in the 
works, especially when they occur at or 

near high profi le sites or places where 
large numbers of people gather—like 
government buildings, military facilities, 
utilities, bus or train stations, major 
public events. If you see or know about 
suspicious activities, like the ones listed 
below, please report them immediately 
to the proper authorities. In the United 
States, that means your closest Joint 
Terrorist Task Force, located in an FBI 
fi eld offi  ce. In other countries, that 
means your closest law enforcement/
counterterrorism agency.

Surveillance: Are you aware of anyone 
video recording or monitoring activities, 
taking notes, using cameras, maps, 
binoculars, etc., near key facilities/events?

Suspicious Questioning:  Are you 
aware of anyone attempting to gain 
information in person, by phone, mail, 
email, etc., regarding a key facility or 
people who work there?

Tests of Security:  Are you aware of 
any attempts to penetrate or test physical 
security or procedures at a key facility/
event?

Acquiring Supplies: Are you aware of 
anyone attempting to improperly acquire 
explosives, weapons, ammunition, 
dangerous chemicals, uniforms, 

badges, fl ight manuals, access cards or 
identifi cation for a key facility/event or 
to legally obtain items under suspicious 
circumstances that could be used in a 
terrorist attack?

Suspicious Persons: Are you aware of 
anyone who does not appear to belong in 
the workplace, neighborhood, business 
establishment, or near a key facility/
event?

“Dry Runs”:  Have you observed any 
behavior that appears to be preparation 
for a terrorist act, such as mapping out 
routes, playing out scenarios with other 
people, monitoring key facilities/events, 
timing traffi  c lights or traffi  c fl ow, or 
other suspicious activities?

Deploying Assets: Have you observed 
abandoned vehicles, stockpiling of 
suspicious materials, or persons being 
deployed near a key facility/event?

If you answered yes to any of the 
above...if you have observed any 
suspicious activity that may relate to 
terrorism...again, please contact the Joint 
Terrorist Task Force or law enforcement/
counterterrorism agency closest to 
you immediately. Your tip could save 
the lives of innocent people, just like you 
and yours.

Solidarité – With Support, Empathy, Compassion and Vigilance

Maria Ripari
Maria Castagna Ripari passed away 

peacefully on Nov. 14, surrounded by her 
family and listening to her favorite Josh 
Groban CD.

Maria was a resident of White Plains 
and passed away at the age of 86. She 
was born in New Jersey on July 6, 1929 
to the late Nazareno and Augusta (Pepi) 
Castagna. On February 2, 1949 she 
married the love of her life Sergio Ripari 
in Montecosaro, Italy. He predeceased her 
on March 17, 1995.

Maria is survived by her children 
Adelina DiBenedetto (William) Gianni 
Ripari, Clara Nunziato (John) and 
Roberto Ripari. Maria was blessed with 
six grandchildren Nick, Alba, Matthew, 
Jack, Alessandro and Marina.

Maria spent her early years working at 
Schrafft  s bakery and Sonotone Hearing 
Aid Company. She was also a housekeeper 
and a beloved employee to many families.

Maria was especially loved by her 
neighbors and remained on the same 
block for nearly 60 years. It wasn’t unusual 
for people to benefi t from her vegetable 
gardens each summer.

Visitation will be Wednesday, Nov. 18, 
4 to 8 p.m. at McMahon, Lyon & Hartnett 
Funeral Home Inc., 491 Mamaroneck 
Ave., White Plains.

Service will be Th ursday, Nov. 19 at 10 
a.m., Saint Bernard's Church, 51 Prospect 
St., White Plains. In lieu of fl owers please 
make donations in memory of Maria 
Ripari to Calvary Hospital Hospice 

located at 1730 Eastchester road, Bronx, 
NY, 10461.

Elizabeth Bianco
Elizabeth (Betty) Bianco of West 

Harrison and formerly of Hawthorne died 
on Nov. 13. She was 82.

Bianco was born on Nov. 3, 1933, in the 
Bronx to the late Santo and Annie Frenza 
of New Rochelle. She was predeceased 
by her devoted husband, Ralph, her 
sister Alice Dorme, and two brothers, 
Joseph Frenza and William Frenza. She is 
survived by her loving children, Margaret 
Stella, of Holmes, N.Y., Dominic Bianco of 
Yonkers and Jeanmarie (Joseph) Gonnella 
of West Harrison; her two sisters, Marion 
(Th omas) Downs and Anna (Charles) 
Marino, both of New Rochelle; her 
fi ve cherished grandchildren, Nicole 
(Anthony) Picard, Michelle (John) Puma, 
Anthony Stella, Jr., Dominic Bianco, Jr. 
and Joseph Gonnella, Jr. 

Her greatest joy was her unconditional 
love for her children and grandchildren. 
One of Betty’s favorite past times was 
watching her cherished New York 
Yankees. Visitation was at Hawthorne 
Funeral Home on Nov. 16. A funeral Mass 
was held at St. Anthony of Padua Church 
in West Harrison, today (Tuesday) at 
10 a.m. followed by interment at Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery in New Rochelle. 

In lieu of fl owers, donations to the 
American Breast Cancer Society would 
be greatly appreciated.be greatly appreciated.

Letters Policy
 We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 250 
words. We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject to 

editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. 

Th e White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide 

their name, address and contact 
information. 
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Do You Sip or Swig Your Wine? Here’s Why it Really Matters

Taking Steps to Avoid (or Embrace) Steps

Have you ever 
wondered why the 
person sharing a 
bottle of wine with 
you has a completely 
different perception 
of the wine? 

Ever wonder why 
the aromas of a wine 

can be so divergent and dissimilar from 
the taste?

Ever wonder why you may detect 
aromas of almonds in a white wine but 
your drinking companion picks up a 
citrus aroma?

Ever wonder why your first small sip 

of wine can change dramatically as you 
dive deeper into the bottle and pour larger 
portions?

Well, I have. And even more baffling to 
me is that the same phenomenon occurs 
in a group setting. I conduct numerous 
wine tastings each year, and invariably 
participants have significantly different 
experiences of aroma and taste.

Recently, I solved this conundrum.
The advances of science in the realm 

of wine over the past few years are 
mindboggling. Scientists have discovered 
aroma and taste receptors we didn’t know 
we possessed, new ways to bring out the 
best traits in a wine, and the role of our 
sense of smell in experiencing a wine.

Last week I learned something else I 
often wondered about but hadn’t been 
able to intellectualize. According to a 
study by the University of 
Naples conducted by Dr. 
Paolo Piombino, a wine 
consumer’s perception of 
a wine, among all of the 
factors that influence it, 
is indelibly marked by the 
size of a sip. 

“The release of some 
volatile markers, involved 
in the fruity and oxidative characters 
of wine, was mainly affected by the sip 
volume after wine–saliva interaction,” the 
study said.

In past columns, I’ve reported on 
numerous factors that influence our 
perception of a wine, such as the shape of 
the glass, serving temperature and the size 
of a pour. But I had never considered there 
was a difference in my sensory receptors 
of a glass of wine if I sipped or swigged it.    

When conducting my wine tastings, I 
explain to participants that our perception 

of wine is influenced more by our sense of 
smell than by our sense of taste. While this 
may sound counterintuitive, consider this: 
our physiology has five elements of taste 
(bitter, sour, sweet, salty and umami) and 
over 10,000 elements of aromas. Since our 
olfactory sensors are present in the nasal 
passages and in the back of the throat, 
they bombard our brain with significantly 
greater impulses than those sensors in our 
mouths and on our tongue. 

The Italian study concluded 
that the larger the sip – more 
like a gulp – the smaller the 
air pocket that remains in 
the mouth. Since the mouth 
has a finite volume, the more 
highly volatile markers fill 
the void and dominate the 
senses. A smaller sip allows 
less volatile markers to escape 

and fill the larger air pocket, thus able to 
influence our olfactory senses before the 
highly volatile markers can respond.   

The Italian study analyzed 22 volatile 
compounds emitted by a white wine. They 
concluded that floral and apple aromas (an 
ethyldecanoate marker) were dominant 
in smaller sips, while berries, grapefruit 
and honey aromas (a 2-phylethly acetate 
marker) dominated in larger sips – of the 
same wine. Numerous other relationships 
were discovered.

If the air void in our mouths wasn’t 

sufficiently bewildering to me, the Italian 
study further concluded that the level of 
saliva in our mouth adds another element 
of uniqueness to each sip of wine we 
consume. Just as airspace affects aromas, 
so too the amount of saliva that interacts 
with the volume of wine we sip. 

While each of our palates perceives 
wine from a unique-to-us perspective, 
our impression of a wine goes beyond this 
physiological profile. As the volume of our 
sips varies, so does our perception of a 
wine. Thanks to science, our wine tasting 
experiences may never be the same again. 

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident.  For over 20 years 
he has conducted  wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Steps. Some people seek to avoid them 
in their housing choices, preferring one-
level living, while others insist on having 
sleeping quarters on a second level. The 
reasons for either preference can be quite 
different.

When I was five or six years old, I had 
a recurring dream of tumbling down an 
endless flight of steps, but they were of a 
rubbery consistency and I just bounced 
like a ball the entire way. Maybe my 
subconscious had absorbed the story 
my mother had told me about how as a 
toddler I miraculously survived a fall 
down the steps to a concrete basement 
floor.  

The experience never dampened my 
enthusiasm for a beautiful staircase, 
however, from the time I discovered that 
I could enjoy a bumpy ride down the 
bare wooden steps on my romp from our 
second floor. 

When we moved from a two-story row 
home in Philadelphia to a ranch-style 
home in the south, I remember, even as 
an eight-year-old, it seemed strange that 
when it came time to climb to my weary 
trundle bed, there were no steps to climb. 
It just didn’t feel right that I was sleeping 
on the same floor where I ate. From my 
experience in real estate, I’ve found that 
many people feel the same way.

Let’s face it, steps are a necessity in 
most housing situations. While it may 

be easier to build a one-
story house, it makes 
more sense economically 
to have two stories rise 
above one foundation and 
to be tucked in under one 
roof. Then, there is the 
argument for the raised 
ranch, which is basically a 
two-story involving a split 
staircase, and the split-
level also involving steps, 
but not in one long run.

While early in my real 
estate career I thought that 
only senior homebuyers 
would have a preference 
for avoiding steps, I found 
many young buyers with 
the same avoidance issue 
because they had young 
children and were afraid they would 
be injured by falling or being too far 
removed if the master bedroom was on 
the first floor.

Older buyers may prefer homes 
without steps, and indeed for many with 
mobility issues the need for level floors is 
inarguable. But assuming one must live 
with stairs, is there any benefit? 

A set of stairs in the middle of the 
home might be an annoyance for people 
who aren’t used to them, but I have lived 
with them for most of my life. There were 

times in New York City when I 
lived in four- and five-floor walk-
ups. In the country, I’ve lived in 
a two-story home with laundry 
and storage in the basement. I’ve 
looked at the stairs as exercise. 
In fact, the workout that comes 
from regular stair climbing may 
help to keep us young. 

As a case in point, I think 
of my mother-in-law. My wife 
was initially relieved when 
her parents, upon retiring to 
Hyannis, Mass., selected a 
single-story bungalow to live in. 
Her relief turned to irritation, 
however, on the first visit. The 
house was indeed one story – 
with a basement. This dim lower 
level was deeper than the first 
story of the house was high, with 

a steep set of rough-sawn wooden steps 
leading straight down into it. My petite 
mother-in-law flew up and down those 
stairs several times a day. 

With every visit my wife would try 
to firmly make some suggestion to her 
mother that she not use the basement 
so often, but then Mamytė would run off 
again, carrying down laundry, bringing 
up line-dried linens (she had both 
outdoor and indoor clotheslines), putting 
food into storage or bringing up the good 
dishes for the many parties she hosted. 

Occasionally she would even make an 
extra trip down to use the rowing machine 
she had set up by the dryer. Well, it drove 
my wife crazy, but her mother lived to be 
nearly 92, and she was able to keep using 
the stairs until her last few years.

Even without the involuntary 
exercise stairs give us, they also benefit 
homeowners in other ways, whether 
by helping shape the design of a home 
or patio into a hilly property, offering a 
means to build up on a smaller parcel or 
helping keep the bedrooms away from the 
sounds – and smells – of the first floor.  

Yes, steps are here to stay, whether we 
can make them or not and, lately, as I feel 
an occasional twinge in one knee or the 
other, I wonder when my day will come.  

There is a song by George Gershwin 
called “I’ll Build a Stairway to Paradise.” 
Notice that he didn’t say he’d get there 
by just strolling across to it or taking an 
elevator.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public 
relations agency in Westchester (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site 
is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and 
his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com.  
To engage the services of The Home Guru 
to market your home for sale, call 914-
522-2076.

By Nick Antonaccio

December 30, 2014 - January 5, 2015 The Examiner14

Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.

‘Another advance 
in the science  

of wine’
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Artie’s Steak & Seafood on City Island Marks 20 Years 
This restaurant 

would thrive anywhere 
and its right in the 
middle of City Island, 
the charming seaport 
village in the Bronx, just 
below the Westchester 
line. The Zagat N.Y.C. 
Restaurant Survey 

always designates it one of the best in the 
Bronx.

Now marking almost 20 years under 
dynamic proprietor Spiro Chagares, 
Manager Laura Vendenberge, the talented 
kitchen and floor staff have geared up to 
serve patrons an inspired global menu 
of Italian, traditional and contemporary 

dishes served with modern style. Sit back 
in one of several comfortable dining areas 
recently enhanced with new artwork and 
let the knowledgeable wait staff help you 
through your meal. 

Great starters include: hearty Seafood 
Chowders; signature Sliders; delicious 
Mediterranean Grilled Baby Lamb Chops, 
served over field greens with crumbled 
feta and herb dressing; Tuna Sashimi 
with mango and wasabi dipping sauce; 
Chargrilled Calamari Salad with mesclun 
greens and lemon basil vinaigrette; a 
marvelous Seafood Salad for two with 
clams, mussels, calamari, scallops and 
shrimp tossed in a fresh herb-diced 
tomato vinaigrette; notable Clams Casino; 
Buffalo Chicken Wontons with bleu fra 

diavolo sauce; and Littleneck Clams 
Posillipo with cherry tomatoes, garlic and 
white wine. There are loaded Hot & Cold 
Antipasto Platters for two also available.

The expertly hand crafted 
Mediterranean Pizza for two is listed as an 
appetizer but can easily make a full meal. 
It is served with a variety of toppings each 
week.

Special Hint: New ‘Create Your Own 
Combo’ Platters served this fall include: 
choice of Rib Eye Steak, 
Chargrilled N.Y. Sirloin, 
Chargrilled Filet Mignon, 
Wood Grilled T-Bone or 
Baby Back Ribs paired 
with Jumbo Alaskan King 
Crab Legs, Jumbo Shrimp, 
8 oz. Lobster Tail, or 1 ½ lb. 
Whole Lobster. Combos 
are served with vegetable and potato of 
the day. And you can order optional sides 
of sautéed broccoli, sautéed asparagus, 
or broccoli di rabe. Combos are priced 
accordingly.

Generous bowls of pasta include: 
Fettuccine with shrimp and lobster in a 
creamy Alfredo sauce with fresh herbs, 
parmesan Romano cheeses; classic 
Linguine with white or red clam sauce; 
and Angel Hair with shrimp, scallops, 
artichoke hearts, black olives and 
tomatoes.   

Changing seasonal blackboard 
specialties served with pizzazz include: 
Crispy Duck; hunks of tender Short Rib; 
Pan Seared Grouper with horseradish 
mashed potatoes; Squid Ink Spaghetti 
with Calamari, toasted panko, white wine, 
garlic and evo; All Natural 14 oz. Flat 
Iron Pork Steak stuffed with prosciutto, 
mozzarella, sun dried tomatoes, served 
in a mushroom demi-glaze with smashed 
potatoes and grilled asparagus; Baked 
Atlantic Codfish with tarragon aioli, 
toasted panko served over quinoa and 
asparagus salad; Bacon Wrapped Filet 
Mignon with melted Stilton Blue Cheese 
with a cabernet sauvignon demi-glace, 
sweet potato fries; and Wood Grilled Tuna 
served over a ragu of black beans, cilantro 
and beet mashed potatoes. 

Carnivores will enjoy the Blackened 
Rib Eye Steak; Baby Back BBQ Spare Ribs 
and Fried Shrimp with country style slaw 
and fried potato wedges; Wood Grilled 
Center Cub Pork Chops served with 
roasted red potatoes and vinegar peppers; 
and Chargrilled New York Sirloin served 
with crunchy onions. Artie’s big Grilled 
Hamburger Classic served with fries and 
slaw is truly deluxe.  

There’s a loaded Lobster Salad Roll and 
fresh Mediterranean Salads 
and sandwiches at lunch.  

Special Hint: Check out 
the bustling bar/lounge 
most evenings for good 
networking. Eating at the 
bar is also encouraged. There 
are over 30 imported and 
domestic beers available. The 

wine list offers regions and price points to 
suit a wide range of guests, and there is a 
large selection by the glass. There is also a 
signature cocktail and martini list.

Artie’ s Steak & Seafood Restaurant is 
located at 394 City Island Ave., City Island, 
Bronx, N.Y. The restaurant is open for 
lunch and dinner 7 days a week, noon to 
midnight. Main courses at lunch: $9 to $20. 
Dinner: $13 to $36. Combination platters 
and some seafood items: market priced. 
Bar/lounge. Cocktails. TVs. Private party 
facilities. Off premise catering for home 
or office. Credit cards. Casual dress. Free 
parking. www.artiescityisland.com

Zwilling J.A. Henckels Annual 
Warehouse Sale. If you are in the market 

for a new set of knives, all sorts of cutlery, 
flatware, gadgets and cookware, this yearly 
sale is for you. It does get crowded, but 
there are plenty of good deals to be had 
just in time for the Holidays. Sale dates: 
Friday, Nov. 20 through Sunday, Nov. 22, 
and Dec. 4 through Dec. 6, Fri.: 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.; Sat.: to 5 p.m.; Sun.: noon to 5 
p.m. The company has moved. Zwilling 
J.A. Henckels’ new Headquarters is 270 
Marble Ave., Pleasantville, N.Y. Phone: 
1-800-777-4308. www.zwillingonline.
com.

Chef Central White Plains to Close. 
They were originally located on Central 
Ave., Hartsdale, then moved to their 
present location on Tarrytown Road, 
White Plains. I remember several years 
ago when a guest visit by celebrity chef 
and cookbook author Lidia Bastianich 
drew long lines. Now the company has 
announced that the store will be closing by 
Jan. 3, 2016. In the meantime, everything 
in the store is on sale from 20 percent to 
60 percent off, including the fixtures. The 
owners say their Paramus, N.J. operation 
will remain open, as will their on-line 
store. Chef Central is located at 419 
Tarrytown Road, White Plains. Phone: 
914-328-1376. www.chefcentral.com 

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing 
consultant and former restaurant trade 
magazine editor. He has been tracking and 
writing about the food and dining scene in 
greater Westchester for over 30 years. He 
may be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net. 

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

 By Morris Gut

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Regional Italian Cuisine

Now open 7 days for lunch & dinner
Saturday & Sunday from noon to 10 pm.

Chef/Proprietor Dean Vivolo
JOIN US FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON!

“Robust Italian cuisine served  
out of a charming vintage diner!”
-Morris Gut, White Plains Examiner

“One of the highest rated restaurants 
in Westchester!”
Zagat Restaurant Survey 

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com 
301 HALSTEAD AVE., HARRISON
(across from Metro-North)

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

707 Nepperhan Ave. • Yonkers, NY 
24 Hr. Tel (914) 965-5395 •Fax (914) 965-9752

www.jfjfuel.com

• Heating Oil-Commerical & Residential • Diesel Fuel
• Full Oil Heating Service and Installations • Oil Tank Installation and Removal 

• Oil Tank Testing • Full Environmental Services
• Serving Westchester County and The Bronx

“We Deliver Comfort”

J.F.J. Fuel, Inc.

The large seafood platter at Artie’s Steak & 
Seafood.

The interior of  Artie’s features new artwork.

Artie’s Steak & Seafood is located on City Island.
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By Jerry Eimbinder
An innovative and unusual cook-it-

yourself entrée called Shabu Shabu is one 
of Westchester’s Most Delicious Dishes. 

It has been introduced by Bao’s Chinese 
Cuisine in downtown White Plains and it’s 
so new it doesn’t appear yet on the menu. 
Prepared from more ingredients than any 
other dish offered at the restaurant, Shabu 
Shabu is cooked by the customers at their 
tables using small portable gas stoves with 
dual cooking pots. 

It costs $29.95 per person. At least 
four customers must eat Shabu Shabu 
and all guests at a table must order it. 
The restaurant needs 24-hour advance 
notification. 

The ingredients are delivered on an 
array of small plates and include baby 
bok choy, beef, cabbage, chicken broth, 
chili, fish balls, fresh fish filet, garlic, 
lamb, noodles, potatoes, spinach, tofu 
and vegetables. Many dipping sauces are 
provided as well, including peanut sauce 
and Sacha sauce.

Strainers are used to bring the food 
from the pot to the plates.

Owner May Tan has been adding dishes 
since reopening recently after five and a 
half weeks of renovation. 

Another new and unique item is a 
Szechuan dish called Spicy Peppercorn 
Delight ($20.95). 

“It will numb your lips with its tinkling 
taste,” remarked Tan, a White Plains 

resident who grew up in Malaysia.
The ingredients for this dish are 

dry sautéed baby shrimp, sliced 
chicken, sliced beef, vegetables, dry 
tofu, chili, spices and peppercorn.

“My mother made it often for 
my family when I was a child, 
except her version didn’t have 
peppercorn,” she noted.

Another one of the restaurant’s 
bestsellers is Malaysia Fried Rice 
($14.95), a spicy combination 
of jumbo shrimp, chicken, beef, 
vegetables, onions, chili and 
several kinds of homemade spices 
with a robust kick contributed by the chili.

My favorite choices at Bao’s are whole 
Peking duck and the Bao Bao Bun 
(also not listed on the menu). Both are 
delicious and available every day, but the 
Peking duck supply is limited and can run 
out before the evening ends. If ordered 
as an appetizer for the table, Peking duck 
can easily feed four people. Customers 
planning to order it should inform the 
restaurant when making a reservation. 

“The Bao Bao Bun is an Asian version 
of the American hamburger,” Tan said. 

Although usually served with spicy 
roast pork, chicken can be substituted. It 
is accompanied by very soft white Lotus 
buns, sautéed onions, jicama, shredded 
carrots and other cooked vegetables and 
white or brown rice; it is available at lunch 
or dinner for $14.95.

Many lunchtime combination specials 
are offered from $7.95 to $10.95. These 
meals include a main choice, soup or egg 
roll and fried rice.

The soup list is extensive and includes 
spicy braised beef noodle soup ($10.95) 

and Thai curry noodle soup with shrimp 
and chicken ($10.95). 

Alcoholic beverages offered include 
Tsing Tao (Chinese beer), Heineken, 
Coors Light, Sapporo and Amstel beer, 
Chinese rice wine, sake and a coconut 
mojito martini. There’s also a chocolate 
drink for children called the Milo 
Dinosaur.

Bao’s is closed on Thanksgiving Day, the 
only day of the year the restaurant is shut.

Hours are 11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Sunday 
through Thursday, 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. on 
Friday and 12 to 10:30 p.m. on Saturday. It 
provides free deliveries up to three miles 
away and offers catering services.

Bao’s Chinese Cuisine is located on the 
lower level at 200 Hamilton Ave. in White 
Plains and can be reached via Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard. The mall’s 
parking lot has a $6 nighttime parking 
rate that the restaurant validates for 
patrons with bills of at least $35. Metered 
municipal lots are nearby as is metered 
street parking. Both typically cost $1 an 
hour.

For more information, call 914-682-
8858 or visit www.baoschinesecuisine.

H The Restaurant Examiner

Most Delicious Dishes
White Plains’ Bao’s Chinese Cuisine Introduces Shabu Shabu 

G.O. Kosher Opens in Mount Kisco
By Jerry Eimbinder

G.O. Kosher, a glatt kosher takeout-
food provider and caterer, has opened 
in Mount Kisco. For takeout it offers 
breakfast food, entrées, appetizers, side 
dishes, soup, bread, and pastries. Glatt 
kosher inspection standards are more 
restrictive than kosher requirements for 
slaughtered animals.

The G in G.O. Kosher stands for 
Gourmet and the O for Organic. Chefs 
Paul Sia, Brian Hudson, and Michael 
Hallmann have teamed up in the kitchen. 

Breakfast items include two eggs with 
lox ($9.95) and omelets ($10.95). A falafel 
pita with Tehina sauce, Israeli salad and 
hummus sells for $7.95. Hot corned beef 
and pastrami sandwiches cost $13.95 
each. Flanken in a pot is priced at $24.95.

A “Stromboli” stuffs corned beef, 
pastrami, a third meat that varies but is 
sometimes brisket, peppers and onions 

in a pastry log resembling 
a jelly roll – it is sliced and 
sold at $11.99 per pound. A 
“Trifecta” combines Israeli 
salad, Moroccan salad and 
hummus.

G.O. Kosher will package 
a Thanksgiving dinner for 
8 to 10 people including 
a whole roast turkey and 
trimmings for $229. Add $10 
for a turkey already carved.

The Thanksgiving package 
includes mashed potatoes, 
candied sweet potatoes, 
steamed garden vegetables, 
soup, cranberry compote, 

cornbread stuffing, gravy and dinner rolls. 
The deadline for placing orders is Nov. 20. 

Packages are picked up on Nov. 26 up to 1 
p.m.

Thanksgiving items available include 
homemade kreplach ($19.95 per dozen), 
matzah balls ($9 for six), Gefilte fish, 
chicken soup, potato latkes, kasha 
varnishkes, and stuffed derma. Typical 
prices are $12.95 per pound for salads, 
$13.99 per quart for most soups, and 
$7.99 per pound and up for sides.

Hours of operation are: Sunday 
through  Wednesday  from  8 a.m. to 7 
p.m., Thursday from  8 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
and Friday from  8 a.m.  to three hours 
before sundown. G.O. Kosher is closed on 
Saturdays.

G.O. Kosher is located at 41 S. Moger 
Avenue, Mount Kisco, NY, 914-242-GOOD 
(4663).

Shabu Shabu is a cook-it-yourself  dish with more 
ingredients than any other dish at Bao’s Chinese 
Cuisine. The dual cooking pot allows cooking spicy 
and non-spicy food at the same time.

The Malaysia Fried Rice at Bao’s Chinese Cuisine in White 
Plains.

G.O. Kosher is a glatt kosher takeout food provider and caterer in 
Mount Kisco.

The Bao Bao Bun, ready for eating.

The Bao Bao Bun, an “Asian hamburger,” comes 
with very soft white Lotus buns.
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*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
To Place a  

Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878

or e-mail  
classifieds@the 

examinernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm  

for the next 
week’s publication

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

HEALTH & BEAUTY
We did not create AGELESS LIVING, 
We Perfected IT! YOULab Global offers 
age-defying products for your skincare 
and nutrition concerns. Visit: http://clm-
global.youlabproducts.com or call: 731-
616-5333

HELP WANTED
EXPERIENCED PHONE PROFES-
SIONAL NEEDED to qualify decision 
makers/set appointments. Flexible part 
time hours (20-35 week) Great work en-
vironment w/ opportunity for growth. 
Hourly wage + bonus based on closed 
appointments, 401K. Enterprise Training 
Solutions is an industry leader in pro-
viding e-Learning/training solutions to 
business/government. Visit www.enter-
prisetraining.com. Office in White Plains. 
Shuttle to Metro North, gym/cafeteria on 
site. Email resume/interest to info@en-
terprisetraining.com

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

HUNTING
#1 in Hunting Leases. The Best Land The
Most Success. www.BaseCampLeasing.
com/hunt 866-309-1507. Lease your pri-
vate hunting spot now.

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 

Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
Greene County 6 Acres $29,900 Beauti-
ful open and wooded property, old stone 
walls, easy access NYS Thruway, and ski-
ing, abundant wildlife. Bank financing 
available 802 447 0779

Mohawk Valley Hobby Farm 22 acres 
$149,900 4BR, 2 BA farmhouse, horse 
barn, nice views, Beautiful setting just off 
the NY State Thruway, 40 Min West of Al-
bany! Call 888-905-8847 for more info

SO. ADIRONDACK FORESTLAND. 40 
acres- $69,900 Lake rights, stream, only 3 
hrs NY City! Twn rd, utils! Terms avail! 
Call 888-701-7509

COOPERSTOWN LAND LIQUIDA-
TION! 10 acres- $29,900 Priced 70% BE-
LOW MARKET! Woods, utils, twn rd, 
private setting just 7 miles from Village! 
Terms avail! 888-479-3394

LEGALS
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KEVIN 
KENNEDY PLLC filed with the Secretary 
of State of NY on September 9,2015. SSNY 
has been designated as agent upon whom 
process against the PLLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 2020 Maple 
Hill Street #1113, Yorktown Heights, 
New York 10598. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Joseph 
G. Del Toro, LLC.  Arts of Org filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 8/24/2015.  
Office location: WESTCHESTER Coun-
ty.  SSNY designated agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
copy of process against LLC to principal 
business address: 78 Paulding Drive Ste. 
A, Chappaqua, NY  10514.  Purpose: 
any lawful act. 0000034875   w.o    

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION of 
Corporate Jet Support, LLC d/b/a 
Wolfgang Jet Support. Application for 
Authority filed with the Secretary of 

State of New York (SSNY) on 10/01/15. 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent for service of process 
on LLC.  SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to LLC: c/o KBG 11 Times Square 
FL10, NY, NY 10036 Attn: Harry Be-
atty. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF First 
Printing Productions, LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with the Secretary of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 9/16/2015. Of-
fice location: WESTCHESTER County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
The Post Office address to which the 
SSNY shall mail a copy of any process 
against the LLC served upon him/her is: 
250 Bronxville Road #3H Bronxville NY 
10708 The principal business address of 
the LLC is:  250 Bronxville Road #3H 
Bronxville NY 10708 Purpose: any law-
ful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of  M&R Account 
Services LLC Art. Of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 10/14/2015. Office Location: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to:  M&R Account Services LLC, 
29 Scenic Dr Apt O, Croton on Hudson, 
NY 10520 Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of Frawley Coach-
ing, LLC. Arts of Org. filed with NY Secy 
of State (SSNY) on 9/4/15. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY is desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: any law-
ful activity.

Notice of Formation of Dovetail DB LLC 
Arts of Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY(SSNY) on 9/15/2015. Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
for service of process on LLC. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 55 East 76th St., 1D, NY, 
NY 10021. Purpose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF TTL 
Photography, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with Secy. Of State ofN.Y.(SSNY) 
on 09/16/2015. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY designated agent whom 
process may be served and shall copy of 
process against LLC to principle business 
address: 1304 Midland Avenue, Ste. B-60, 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10704. Purpose:any lawful 
act.

MASSAGE THERAPY
PERSON CENTERED THERAPY. Mas-
sage and CranioSacral Therapy. Myofacial 
and somato emotional release. For de-
pression, anxiety, physical aches and pains 
and general well being. Provided by a New 
York State  Licensed Massage Therapist, 

Peer Supporter with 35 years experience. 
Located in Mount Kisco. Call Victoria at 
914 - 241- 9011 or email at thecomfortz-
one@optonline.net. WOMEN ONLY.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MOTORCYLES
MOTORCYCLES WANTED Before 
1985. Running or not. Japanese, British, 
European. $Cash$ paid. Free appraisals! 
CALL 315-569-8094 Email pictures or 
description to: Cyclerestoration@aol.com

RENTALS
PAWLING, NEW SENIOR 55+HOUS-
ING, RENTS $357-$977 The Hamlet at 
Pawling Energy efficient 1 - 2 bedrooms 
Onsite: management, TV,elevator, laun-
dry, trash, library, internet and commu-
nity rooms. Call 845-471-6352
  
QUIET SENIOR w/ no kids/no pets/
nonsmoker is looking for cabin or cottage 
in Putnam County, with distance from 
neighbors for more privacy, CALL TONI 
914-456-7539

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

TOP $$ PAID for: vintage/antique paint-
ings, silver, clocks, jewelry, bric-a-brac, 
etc.  Call Kaye 914.382.1950

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call Juley Today! 800-413-3479 
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Nov. 17
Tuesdays at Dorry’s.  Gathers  “conversa-
tion partners” weekly for informal table 
talk. Th is week Sally Dunne will talk about 
Th e Doctrine of Discovery and its ongo-
ing implications for human beings and the 
environment Pope Francis’ recent encycli-
cal, Laudato Si’, has called on the peoples of 
the world to prioritize stewardship of the 
natural environment in their industrial, 
economic, political, cultural and personal 
policies and practices. Many have praised 
this clarion call for a concerted demon-
stration of solidarity among all people in 
the protection of our “shared home.” Still, 
historians and advocates for the rights 
of indigenous peoples cannot help but 
note the irony that such a message should 
come from the head of an institution that 
produced (and has never renounced) the 
“Doctrine of Discovery,” a 15th  century 
series of legal instructions authorizing the 
enslavement, genocide, and ethnocide of 
indigenous peoples by European explorers 
and settlers of Africa and the New World. 
Th ere is no charge. Just come and order 
your food from Sylvia and enjoy the dis-
cussion and the company.  Please join us. 
No reservations are needed.  6 to 7 p.m. 
Food ordering starts at 5:30 p.m. Dorry’s 
Diner, 468 Mamaroneck Avenue, White 
Plains; 914-682-0005.

Wednesday, Nov. 18
White Plains Outdoor Market. Fresh 

food and produce from local farmers, plus 
specialty items; 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Court 
Street between Martine Avenue and Main 
Street, White Plains.

Noonday Concert. Suejin  Jung, made 
her solo debut at Steinway Hall, New York 
at age 14. She has appeared at Carnegie’s 
Weill Hall, and at Alice Tully Hall. Ms. 
Jung was a fi nalist in the 2010 New 
York International Piano Competition 
and a prize-winner of the Julia Crane 
International Piano Competition where 
her performance was viewed in the PBS 
documentary “Piano Forte.” A Downtown 
Music debut. Th is concert is made possible 
with the generous support of Graphiks 
with a ‘K’, Katonah. New York; 30-minute 
free concert begins at 12:10 p.m. at Grace 
Episcopal Church at the intersection of 
Main Street and Mamaroneck Avenue, 
White Plains.

School Anxiety Symposium. A 
Psychological, Educational and Legal 
Perspective. Presented by Ryan Loucks, 
Head of School, Fusion Academy, 
White Plains campus, Andrew Robins, 
Ph. D., Clinical Psychologist, Sandra 
Twomey, Psy D., School Psychologist, 
Mamaroneck Union Free School District, 
Marion Walsh, Esq., Littman Krooks 
LLP, Special Education Attorney. Free 
seminar. Registration is required. RSVP 
to enumme@fusionacademy.com or 914-
285-9036; 6:30 p.m., Fusion Academy 
Westchester, 701 Westchester Ave, Suite 
200E, White Plains.

Thursday, Nov. 19
Mental Health in the African-American 

Community. Terrie Williams, author of 
the critically acclaimed book, “Black Pain: 
It Just Looks Like We’re Not Hurting,” will 
lead a wide-ranging discussion at this year’s 
WJCS Kurz Conference. Also featuring 
Dr. Mark S. Herceg, commissioner, 
Westchester County       Department of 
Community Mental Health, psychiatrists, 
social workers and clergy. County Center, 
198 Central Ave., White Plain. 8:30 a.m. 
to noon. $60. Registration required. Info: 
Contact John Alterman at 914-949-7699 or 
e-mail jalterman@wjcs.com. Registration: 
Visit www.wjcs.com. 

Friday, Nov. 20
Th e Weight. Replicating the music of 

Th e Band is a tall order. But interpreting 
the music of Th e Band is an art. Songs 
that have reverberated across history for 
decades continue to speak to millions. Th is 
fi ve-piece ensemble featuring Jim Weider 
and Randy Ciarlante from Th e Band, Brian 
Mitchell and Byron Isaacs of the Levon 
Helm Band and Marty Grebb, who worked 
with Rick Danko and Richard Manuel of 
Th e Band, remains a vehicle through which 
we can continue to share those stories 
and dance to those back beats. Tarrytown 
Music Hall, 13 Main St., Tarrytown. 8 p.m. 
$33, $38 and $43. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.tarrytownmusichall.org. 

Saturday, Nov. 21
Dr. Seuss Book Fair. Th e Delaney 

Center for Educational Enrichment-
Pace University  and Barnes & Noble are 
sponsoring a  Dr. Seuss Book Fair  from 
1 to 4 p.m. at the Barnes & Noble in 
White Plains (230 Main Street). Children 
of all ages are invited to enjoy Seuss-
themed storytelling, arts and craft s and 
entertainment.  White Plains Mayor Tom 
Roach will be among the story readers. In 
addition, Obiora N. Anekwe, a teaching 
fellow at Pace University School of 
Education, will be the featured author 
reading from his children’s book “Th e 
Adventures of Blind Tom.” A percentage of 
the proceeds from items purchased during 

the Book Fair will benefi t  Th e Delaney 
Center for Educational Enrichment, which 
since 1972 has been providing tutoring 
services and enrichment programs aimed 
at making children lifelong readers. 
Located on the campus of Pace University 
Law School in White Plains, the Center 
off ers aft er-school and Saturday sessions. 
For more information, contact  914-422-
4135 or mdelany@pace.edu or go to http://
thedelanycenter.wix.com/pace.

Clay-Holiday Opening Reception. Th e 
highly coveted annual holiday studio tour 
and sale featuring fi ne, functional pottery 
and ceramic sculpture by Clay Art Center 
artists and invited guest artists. Tour the 
studios and shop and purchase unique one-
of-a-kind gift s. Food and drink included. 
Be among the fi rst 101 to arrive and qualify 
to win a $101 art center gift  certifi cate. Clay 
Art Center, 40 Beech St., Port Chester. 6 
to 8 p.m. Free. Sale continues Monday 
through Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. through 
Dec. 23. Info: 914-937-2047 or visit www.
clayartcenter.org.
Sunday, Nov. 22

Downtown Music at Grace. Presents 
Th e Highbridge Voices  Chamber Choir, 
made up of 60 students in grades 7-12. 
Founded in 1998, Highbridge Voices 
is considered one of New York’s fi nest 
children’s choir. It is an extended-day music 

and academic program for children in the 
under-served Highbridge community 
in the South Bronx. Th e mission of 
this  program is to inspire excellence in 
the lives of these children through their 
active participation in music. Tickets: 
$50 for premium seating, $30 for general 
admission, $20 for seniors and students 
and $15 for children ages 5-12 with 
parents. Tickets are available at the door, 
by calling 914-949-0384 or online at www.
DTMusic.org; 5 p.m.; Grace Episcopal 
Church, 33 Church Street (Main Street at 
Mamaroneck Avenue), White Plains, NY 
10601.

Steffi   Nossen Dance Foundation’s 
Annual Choreography Showcase. 
Featuring the work of emerging and 
established choreographers and a post-
performance Q&A. Bringing together 
professional artists from Brooklyn, the 
Bronx, Queens, Manhattan and Westchester 
for an extraordinary aft ernoon of dance. 
Produced by Mount Kisco horeographer 
and teacher Jessica DiMauro, Steffi   
Nossen’s artistic director. SUNY Purchase 
Dance Th eatre Laboratory, 735 Anderson 
Hill Rd., Purchase. 3 p.m. Adults: $20. 
Seniors and students: $15. Info: 914-328-
1900 or visit www.steffi  nossen.org. Tickets: 
https://choreographyshowcase2015.
eventbrite.com.

A beautiful Technicolor harbinger of spring, the annual Orchid Show this year themed ‘Chandeliers’ has premiered at the New York Botanical Garden in the Bronx and it will run through April 19.   Aft er the winter we’ve had, I look forward to visiting NYBG, walking through the beautifully restored Enid Haupt Conservatory and beholding the seductive fl oral arrangements and dramatic plantings. (For additional info: www.nybg.org) Aft er taking in all that beauty, we do get hungry. So where do we dine nearby? Here are a few suggestions:Mario’s Restaurant, 2342 Arthur 

Sommelier Ned Towle will select the wines at a special March 31 dinner that will be offered at Saint George, a French bistro, in Hastings-on-Hudson.  The Restaurant ExaminerBack to the Garden 1969Broken Bow Brewery, Tuckahoe. JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTOcontinued from page 11JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTOSeaspice has opened in Sleepy Hollow. By Jerry Eimbinder
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefits you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
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By Albert Coqueran
Friday, Nov. 13, can officially be known 

as the date when the White Plains High 
School Athletic Hall of Fame was formed 
and inducted its original 15 members.

Through the efforts of White Plains 

Athletic Hall of Fame President 
Chuck Stogel, Vice President 
Michael “Skip” Stevens, 
Treasurer Mike Leone, Secretary 
Nick Panaro and Committee 
Members: Sue Adams, Fred 
Singleton, Dan Woodard, 
John Donahoe and Dan Gano, 
with the assistance of WPHS 
Principal Ellen Doherty and 
Athletic Director Matt Cameron, 
the White Plains High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame inducted 
15 inaugrual members at a 
ceremony at WPHS on Friday.

The original 15 members of 
the inaugural Class of the WPHS 
Athletic Hall of Fame, included 
such distinguished alumni as: 
Art Monk (’76), a three time NFL 
Super Bowl Champion for the Washington 
Redskins and inductee in the NFL and 
College Football Hall of Fame; Harry 
Jefferson (’53) one of the most renowned 
educators, athletes and coaches at WPHS, 
who was an outstanding football and 
track star and the namesake of the Harry 
Jefferson Gym at WPHS.

Also inducted were: famed track star 
Larry James (’66), Grover “Deacon” Jones 
(’52), a three-sport athlete in football, 
baseball and basketball, who went on to 
play in major and minor baseball leagues, 
before having a coaching career in MLB 
and the Minor Leagues. Also, The “Coach” 
Glenn Dacey Loucks, former Athletic 
Director, teacher  and coach, the namesake 
of the Glenn D. Loucks Track & Field 
Games and his son Glenn Dean Loucks 

(’53), famed quarterback at WPHS, who 
went on to football prominence at Yale 
University; Mal Graham (’63), member of 
two Boston Celtics Championship teams 
and a retired Massachusetts Appeals 
Court Judge: Jay Saldi (’72), who played 
nine seasons in the NFL with the Dallas 
Cowboys and member of Super Bowl 
XII Championship team;  Craig Masback 
(’73), a former track star at WPHS, 
who is presently  a top executive for 
Nike: Anthony “ Champ” Marano, M.D. 
outstanding athlete, who cared for Tigers 
athletes as a physician after attaining 
his medical degree. Marano, known as 
“Champ” is a famed Cardiologist, who 
was Chief of Cardiology at White Plains 
Hospital and the namesake for the 
hospital’s Cardiac Care Unit. 

Also inducted was Dick Nolan (’49), star 

football player at WPHS and the University 
of Maryland, who played nine seasons in 
the NFL and later became an NFL Head 
Coach. Nolan was NFL Coach of the Year 
in 1970 and a member of the 1956 NY 
Football Giants NFL Championship team. 
Frank Briante (’23), was also inducted, 
he is a former football star at WPHS, 
who was also a former President and 
Board Member of the WPHS Board of 
Education; Len Watters, former Athletic 
Director and Football Coach at WPHS, 
and a name synonymous with the City 
of White Plains, the namesake of Parker 
Stadium at Highlands Middle School, 
Jason “Doc” Parker, official physician for 
White Plains School District for 20 years 
until his passing in 1929.

“When you go to school here, you are 
really instilled with a sense of history, 
tradition and pride,” said WPHS Athletic 
HOF President Chuck Stogel, a 1964 
graduate of WPHS. “I think the inaugural 
15 inductees is a tremendous group of 
people.”

The event was distinguished in the 
City of White Plains by Mayor Thomas 
Roach, who attended the event to present 
a Proclamation declaring Friday, Nov.13, 
as White Plains Athletic Hall of Fame Day 
in the City of White Plains.

Furthermore, Westchester County 
Legislator Benjamin Boykin II presented 
a Proclamation proclaiming White Plains 
Athletic Hall of Fame Day, in Westchester 
County, on Saturday, Nov. 14, with the 
inaugural 15 inductees names announced 
all day on the marquee of the Westchester 
County Center on Saturday.

By Albert Coqueran 
The Stepinac High School Football 

Crusaders have advanced to the CHSFL 
AAA Championship Game for the second 
consecutive season. The Crusaders, the 
number one seed in the AAA Playoffs, 
thrashed the number five seeded St. Peter’s 
High School, 49-7, to reach the AAA 
Championship Game for the third time in 
five years.

“We are obviously ecstatic to be 
competing in our second Championship 
game in two years. This is something 
that was not thought of here years ago 
at Stepinac,” said Head Coach Mike O’ 
Donnell. 

As it should evolve, the best two teams in 
the CHSFL this season will face each other 
in the AAA Championship Game. Stepinac 
(10-0) will be challenged by number two 
seeded Cardinal Hayes High School (8-
2, 5-2 AAA), at Fordham University, on 
Saturday, Nov. 21 at 6:30 p.m. 

Stepinac varsity football is undefeated 
so far this season. The Crusaders have won 
21 of 20 games dating back to the start 

of last season. The only game they have 
lost dating back to September 6, 2014, 
was against Cansius High School, from 
Buffalo, in the Catholic High School New 
York State Championship, at the end of last 
season. A loss the Crusaders are hoping to 
rectify, if they get past the Hayesmen on 
Saturday.

Crusaders senior quarterback Tyquell 
Fields, playing his last game on the Stepinac 
Turf Field, completed 16 of 22 passes for 
192 yards and four touchdowns.

After a scoreless defensive first quarter; 
Fields hit wide receiver T.J. Morrison with 
a 15-yard touchdown pass and then the 
floodgates opened. The Crusaders scored 
30 points in the second half to take the lead 
49-0. The Crusaders shut out the Eagles 
until 19 seconds remained in the game.

In fact, the only touchdown the Eagles 
could muster was when Stepinac second 
string quarterback Michael Cherico 
fumbled on his own two-yard line, which 
was recovered by St. Peter’s. Then Eagles 
senior running back John Rini got his 
reward for an outstanding season, by 

running for a one-yard touchdown.
The Crusaders raked-up 333 total 

offensive yards compared to the Eagles 
117 total yards. Crusaders senior wide 
receivers Jesse Brown and Morrison both 
had two touchdown receptions in the 
game, as they also played their last game 
on the Stepinac field.

The Crusaders defense was impregnable 
even with star defensive end Malcolm 
Koonce on the sidelines injured in the 
second half. Stepinac senior linebacker 
Jordan Gunther picked-up some of the 
slack by scoring his second defensive 
touchdown in the Playoffs on a fumble 
recovery in the fourth quarter.

“Our seniors have not lost a game on our 
home field and it is nice that they got to 
finish at home,” said O’Donnell.
 Stepinac Junior Varsity Also in AAA 
Championship

The Stepinac Junior Varsity football 
team also advanced to the CHSFL 
AAA Championship Game by beating 
Monsignor Farrell, 14-7, on Saturday. 

Stepinac Junior Varsity (8-2), will match-

up against the number one seeded St. 
Anthony’s High School (9-1), in the CHSFL 
AAA Junior Varsity Championship, at St. 
Anthony’s, on Saturday, Nov. 21, at 10 a.m.

EX AMINER SPORTS

Inaugural White Plains High School Athletic Hall of Fame Inducts 15

Stepinac Advances to CHSFL AAA Championship

St. Peter’s cornerback Christian Croner (#22) 
smothers Stepinac wide receiver Jesse Brown, 
but a little too late, as Brown clutches the football 
in the end zone for his second touchdown in 
the game. The Crusaders went on to beat the 
Eagles, 49-7, to advance to the CHSFL AAA 
Championship for the second consecutive year. 

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTO

Harry Jefferson (right), a 1956 graduate of  
WPHS was one of  the 15 Inductees into the 
inaugural WPHS Athletic Hall of  Fame. He was 
presented his plaque by Hall of  Fame Secratery 
Nick Panaro.

Art Monk (center), a 1976 graduate from White 
Plains High School was one of  the 15 Inductees 
into the inaugural White Plains High School 
Athletic Hall of  Fame. 

One of  the original members of  the White Plains High School 
Athletic Hall of  Fame included scholar and track star, Nicole 
Boykin, PhD, who graduated in 2001. Boykin, the daughter of  
Westchester County Legislator Benjamin Boykin II, was a Cross 
Country, Indoor and Outdoor Track star, who won multiple 
League, County and Section 1 Championships.

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTOS
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By Albert Coqueran
On Thursday, Nov. 12 the Westchester 

Knicks, the NBA Developmental League 
local affiliate of the New York Knicks, 
opened their second season at the 
Westchester County Center. 

To say the least, nobody actually knew 
what to expect regarding the Westchester 
Knicks this season after the local D-League 
team concluded its inaugural season 10-
40 overall, with only one win in 26 road 
games.

After an outstanding rendition of the 
National Anthem by the first-ever winner 
of America’s Got Talent, Bianca Ryan, the 
local Knicks tipped-off against the Maine 
Red Claws, the D-League affiliate of the 
Boston Celtics. 

The Westchester Knicks fired their 
inaugural Head Coach Kevin Whitted 
with four games remaining last season and 
hired former Austin Spurs Assistant Coach 
Mike Miller, prompting uncertainty about 
the upcoming season.

The Westchester Knicks greeted County 
Center fans on opening night with a 
completely revamped roster containing 

only three players from last season. One 
of those three returning players never 
actually played a game for the local Knicks 
last season. Hence, even more anxiety 
concerning the Knicks 2015-16 season.

The Westchester Knicks players each 
selected a young fan to escort them onto 
the court as they made their 2015-16 
debut. Louis Falasca, a sixth grade student 
from Alice E. Grady Elementary School in 
Elmsford had a thrill of a lifetime. Falasca 
walked with forward Sean Marshall, as 
the Boston College graduate (’07) made 
his first regular season appearance for the 
Westchester Knicks.  

“Sean Marshall picked me to walk with 
him. It is really good and personally I love 
the Knicks. I came to games last season 

and it is a great time,” Falasca said.
Creating even more doubt about the 

possible success of the local Knicks this 
season was the decision by their number 
one draft pick (second overall) in this 
year’s D-League Draft, Jimmer Fredette, 
to sign with the New Orleans Pelicans two 
days before the season commenced.

However, many doubts were erased 
when the newly formed Westchester 
Knicks beat the Maine Red Claws, 105-
103, in a thrilling Home Opener at the 
County Center.

Westchester Knicks forward Thanasis 
Antetokounmpo returned to the County 
Center court after signing and being 
waived by the upstart NY Knicks in the 
offseason. Antetokounmpo had 11 points, 
eight rebounds and five assists in the game.

Also returning to the local Knicks 
roster is 7’-2” center Jordan Bachynski, 
who played 18 games with the County 
Center dwellers last season, after the 
D-League Knicks acquired his rights on 
Feb.13. Bachynski had 15 points and nine 
rebounds in the Home Opener, while 
acquainting local fans to the fact that he is 
here to make an impact.

Nonetheless, these two players on 
a roster of 10 were the only players to 
see action with the Westchester Knicks 
last year. Forward Dajuan Summers is 
technically a returning player after being 
selected in the 2014 Expansion Draft by 
the local Knicks. However, he is seeing his 
first action in orange, blue and white, after 
playing last season in Spain. 

Summers is a veteran of four seasons in 
the NBA, having played with the Detroit 
Pistons (2009-11), New Orleans Hornets 
(2011-12) and Los Angeles Clippers 
(2012-13). 

Despite his NBA pedigree, the question 
remained how he would help a 10-man 
roster with most players playing together 
for the first time.

Nevertheless, Summers 
acquainted Westchester 
Knicks fans to his talents 
immediately and even 
helped them win free 
Buffalo Wild Wings on 

Opening Night. 
When the local Knicks score 100 points 

and win the game, fans with a ticket to that 
game at the Westchester County Center, 
receive a free snack size of wings at Buffalo 
Wild Wings throughout that day with no 
purchase necessary.

When Marshall drove to the hoop and 
scored at 4:20 in the fourth quarter to 
make the score 101-92, all the Knicks had 
to do was win for free wings all around. 
Summers made sure 
of the treat by being 
credited for a goal-
tending offense on 
a jumper to put the 
Knicks ahead, 103-
101. Then he faded 
away and hit the 
game-winner with 
14.2 seconds on the 
clock.

Summers had 
a remarkable 
Westchester Knicks 
debut with 28 points 
and nine rebounds, 
with 11 of those 
points coming in 
the fourth quarter. 
Marshall ended the 
game with a double-
double, 18 points 
and 11 rebounds 
and Travis Trice 
II finished with 18 
points in the Home 
Opener victory.

“I was just trying 
to stay aggressive 
and show some 
leadership. Sean 
(Marshall) and I are 
the older veterans 
on the team, so we 

understand what it takes to win tight 
games,” said Summers. 

What was even more amazing about 
the start of the Westchester Knicks 
second season is that they also won their 
second home game at the County Center, 
while beating the Erie Bayhawks, 83-79. 
Summers again led the way with 30 points; 
Trice II netted 21 points and dished seven 
assists and Antetokounmpo added 15 
points.

The Westchester Knicks at this point of 
their second season have already won one-
fifth of the games that they won in total 
last season. Maybe, this is a sign of things 
to come; it certainly adds promise to the 
local Knicks this season.

EX AMINER SPORTS
Summers Sizzling as Westchester Knicks Get Two Home Wins

Louis Falasca (left), a sixth grade student from Alice E. Grady 
School in Elmsford, had a thrill of  a lifetime when forward Sean 
Marshall (right) picked him as an escort during introductions at the 
Westchester Knicks Home Opener, Nov. 12
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Westchester Knicks Basketball 
and So Much More

CORRINE STANTON PHOTO

Westchester Knicks dancers Ali, Kristen and winner of  the Simon Sez 
contest Alexa Grossman opening night at the Westchester County Center.

Bianca Ryan, the first-ever winner of  America’s 
Got Talent, welcomed the Westchester Knicks to 
their second season at the Westchester County 
Center with a touching rendition of  the National 
Anthem.

White Plains resident Steve Max excited the crowd at halftime of  the Westchester Knicks 
Home Opener with his signature Simon Sez moves as young fans tried to follow. 



November 17 - November 23, 201516 The White Plains Examiner




