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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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Crusaders Get Big Apple 
Invitational Win

White Plains Bank Street Development to Begin in March
By Pat Casey

The LCOR multi-use 
development at 55 Bank Street, 
White Plains, has been in the 
planning stages for several years 
awaiting the optimum time for 
the project to move forward.

After several changes in the 
project’s proposed design and 
site plan to reduce the building 
height and bring parking 
below grade, the White Plains 
Common Council was happy to 
give the go-ahead and last week 
Westchester County’s Industrial 
Development Agency approved 
those amendments to allow the 
$250 million transit-oriented 
development to proceed. 

Construction is expected to 
begin in March.

The development consists of 
housing, retail primarily for use 
by residents in the immediate 

neighborhood, and parking. 
The site is just south of the 
Metro-North train station 
in downtown White Plains, 
next to an existing apartment 
complex. 

The project will be comprised 
of two 16-story apartment 
buildings to be constructed on 
a site currently occupied by a 
commuter parking lot. LCOR 
acquired the site from the 
White Plains Urban Renewal 
Agency. The 760,000-square-
foot complex will include 449 
market rental apartments, 112 
affordable rental units, 6,300 
square-feet of retail space and a 
570-space parking garage. 

LCOR is a fully integrated 
investment, management and 
development company with 
a specialty in developing core 

Architectural rendering of  the LCOR project at 55 Bank Street, White Plains. continued on page  2
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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Offi  cers

Funeral for Jayden morrison to be 
Held in white Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

Th e body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off  through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at white Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

Th e Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Th omas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

Th e program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi  
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Th omas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Th omas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Th eodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

Th e Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

Aft er the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police offi  cers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
offi  cers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 

twitter.com/@ExaminerMedia

Greenburgh Police to Purchase  
Body Cameras 
By Pat Casey

Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul 
Feiner announced his support last week 
of the request by Police Chief Chris 
McNerney to purchase body cameras 
for Greenburgh police officers.

The  $30,000 request is being added to 
the town’s capital budget.

The project would provide the 
department with 18 body cameras and 
give police the ability to load all video to 
a cloud for easy storage and access. After 
the first year of operation there would 
be an annual maintenance contract 
expense.

The body cameras would provide 
the police department with captured 
video for any event. The cameras have a 
130 degree lens, which provides a wide 
field of view capture, retina low light 
technology and can mount to almost 
any part of an officer’s uniform. 

In an email Feiner attributed 
his support to the fact that police 
departments around the country are 
now purchasing police body cameras. 
“One of the big advantages: If a police 
officer is accused of inappropriate action 
it’s easy to determine exactly what 

Page 12

continued on page 2

By Albert Coqueran
There are a few observations concerning 

the Stepinac High School basketball team 
that are quite evident this season. The 
first annotation is that the Crusaders are 
a much better team than their 7-8 record 
indicates this year. 

The second understanding is that the 
enormously talented sophomore forward 
Jordan Tucker is evolving into becoming 
the best high school basketball player in 
New York State and possibly beyond. 

Nonetheless, regardless of the 
tremendous talent of Tucker, there is 
another element of this Crusader team 
that should be duly noted. Undoubtedly, 

senior point guard Kylan Guerra is the 
leader of this team and the spark plug 
that ignites the Stepinac engine.

Also, Stepinac has a supporting cast 
that should not be overlooked. Although, 
the stat sheet may not often highlight 
their talents, senior forward Tyrin Miller, 
senior guard Dylan DeMuro and junior 
guard Kobe Miranda are the enforcers on 
this team. Miller and DeMuro often grab 
the tough rebounds. They also defend 
with such tenacity as to get a stop or force 
a turnover at crucial times in a game. 

Stepinac does miss center Tommy 
Cola who has been sidelined with a 

continued on page 15

Dining Specials 
at Amore
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Why Stepinac?

Presentations and Tours at 1pm, 2pm and 3pm
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student by scheduling an  
“Open Campus” tour.  
To learn more, e-mail  

admissions@stepinac.org.
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• Christian values and traditions

• Reasonable tuition

• 19 Advanced Placement Courses  
 (begins in freshman year)

• Courses with transferable college credits

• 100% college acceptance rate

• Award-winning Drama & championship  
 interscholastic Sports Programs

•  Caring, supportive environment

• Blended learning (combining advanced  
 digital technology with tutorial excellence  
 to increase academic performance)

• Complete Digital Library of Textbooks,  
 first of its kind in the nation

urban mid- and high-rise properties, 
including large-scale multifamily, 
commercial, and mixed-use properties. 
Its real estate operating and development 
business manages more than 7,400 
multifamily units, 7.5 million square feet 
of commercial space and a substantial 
development pipeline of mixed use 
real estate in core markets. Nationally, 
LCOR has developed more than 21,000 
residential units and more than 18 
million square-feet of commercial space.

The LCOR development in White 
Plains is one of the first projects on the 
books for the County IDA in 2015. In 
2014 the IDA supported $435 million 
in private investment for 16 residential, 
retail and commercial developments in 
Westchester. 

The announcement of the White 
Plains project comes on the heals of 
a presentation by County Executive 
Robert Astorino at Westchester County 
Association breakfast meeting where he 
outlined Westchester initiatives during 
the Association’s 2015 forecast.

“Westchester is open for business,” said 
Astorino in a statement. “I am committed 
to marshaling all of the resources of our 
county government toward promoting 
economic growth and prosperity in 
Westchester.”

The presentation coincided 
with his release of a new report 
entitled,  Westchester Smart: Ideas and 
initiatives for a stronger economy, which 
grew out of roundtable discussions held 
between February and August of 2014 
with 50 community leaders representing 
key demographic and business sectors, 
according to county officials. The 32-page 
report identifies the county’s strengths 
and challenges, and it can be viewed 
online at westchestersmart.com.

Westchester’s top three strengths 
according to the report are: talent, 
accessibility and quality of life.

Its three challenges are affordability, 
complexity and identity. Astorino noted 
that Westchester’s suburban government 
structure and lifestyle tend to overshadow 
the dynamism that lies beneath.

happened,” he wrote.
Feiner referred to an online report “The 

Effect of Body-Worn Cameras on Police 
Use-of-Force” by Police Foundation 
Executive Fellow, Chief Tony Farrar. 

The report provides results of an 
extensive yearlong study to evaluate the 
effect of body-worn video cameras on 
police use-of-force. 

Cameras were deployed to all patrol 
officers in the Rialto, CA, Police 
Department. Every police patrol shift 
during the 12-month period was 
assigned to experimental or control 
conditions.

Wearing cameras was associated with 

dramatic reductions in use-of-force 
and complaints against officers. The 
authors of the report concluded that 
“The findings suggest more than a 50 
percent reduction in the total number 
of incidents of use-of-force compared 
to control-conditions, and nearly 10 
times more citizens’ complaints in the 
12-months prior to the experiment.”

Feiner also noted that President 
Obama has recommended the federal 
government assist local governments 
in obtaining police body camera’s. “If 
funding is secured  from the federal 
government, we will spend the $30,000 
on other initiatives,” Feiner said.
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

Advertise in  The White Plains 
Examiner  914-864-0878 
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Members of the Greenburgh Town 
Board were expected to meet with the 
Commissioner of Planning, Tuesday,  to 
discuss the construction of sidewalks on 
Benedict Avenue.

The Planning Commissioner will be 
asked to provide a timetable for sidewalk 
construction at several locations. These 
include a sidewalk and curbing along 
Benedict Avenue to Maple as well as along 
the side of Benedict Avenue from the 

intersection of White Plains Road (Route 
119) to Woodfield Terrace and along Old 
White Plains Road from Benedict to Route 
119.

These new sidewalks will complement 
the Brightview and NYSDOT approved 
sidewalks that are scheduled for 
construction this spring.

In other Greenburgh news, members of 
the Town Board met with representatives of 
Fed Ex last week to discuss a development 

proposal in the Elmsford section of 
unincorporated Greenburgh.

Fed Ex has proposed construction of 
a 160,000 sq. ft. two-story distribution 
facility off of Fairview Park Drive. As 
part of the project the applicant proposes 
to upgrade the existing private road 
connecting to Fieldcrest Drive, and offer 
it to the Town. The existing site contains 
a golf driving range, which would be 
replaced with the Fed Ex facility. 

In addition to site plan approval by 
the Greenburgh Planning Board, the 
project requires a Planning Board steep 
slope and wetland/watercourse permit, 
area variances from the Zoning Board 
of Appeals and a special permit from 
the Town Board related to the roadway 
dedication. 

Sidewalks Coming to Benedict Ave., Fed Ex Facility Expansion Planned

 

*Wine tasting and sampling *Local Distilleries *Craft Beer 
*Hudson Valley & Regional Wineries *Craft Vendors 

*Chocolate sampling & shopping *Valentine’s Day shopping  

$25/Advance. FOR TICKETS & INFORMATION, VISIT: 
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TGI Fridays White Plains Opens its Doors on Main Street
After months of construction and 

anticipation, the streetscape on Main 
Street in White Plains across from City 
Hall has taken on a completely new look.

The latest in a series of store and 
restaurant openings on the block is TGI 
Fridays White Plains, located at the base 
of the new Cambria Suites and Hotel.

With the closing of Applebee’s just 
around the corner on Mamaroneck 
Avenue a few months back, diners looking 
for a fresh menu in a pub-like atmosphere 
will be happy to greet the new addition.

The opening of the restaurant also comes 
during TGI Fridays’ 50th anniversary 
year complete with a reimaging campaign 
around the country.

About the new location, Kris Swenson, 

Bar Manager for 
TGI Fridays White 
Plains says: “White 
Plains is the perfect 
community for our 
newest location. It’s 
a young, social and 
growing area, and 
Fridays’ energetic 
vibe, fun Team 
Members, great 
food and hand-
crafted cocktails 
are the perfect 
fit for our new 
Westchester County 
neighborhood.” 

A celebratory 

“Dine and Drink for $10” promotion 
runs through Sunday, Jan. 25. Guests 
can choose from a selection of entrées, 
including lower-calorie options, paired 
with a beverage, including cocktails or 
domestic drafts, all for just $10. Fridays 
will also offer its line-up of Happy Hour 
and Day of Week Specials, as well as 
the signature cocktails it’s famous for, 
mixed and muddled by Fridays’ famous 
Bartenders. 

TGI Fridays White Plains is located on 
the east side of City Center at 250 Main 
Street. The restaurant will be open from 
11 a.m. to 2 a.m. seven days a week. 

TGI Fridays hired 150 people from 
the broader White Plains community to 
support the new restaurant. 

TGI Fridays opens on Main Street in White Plains at the base of  the new 
Cambria Suites and Hotel.
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County Executive Robert P. Astorino 
announced the appointment of Carrie 
Mobley-Johnson to head up the Faith-
Based Partnership initiative he created 
in his first term to help faith leaders and 
their affiliated organizations cut through 
government red tape, share information 
and better serve the local communities 
where they are located. 

Mobley-Johnson joins Astorino’s 
executive staff, effective immediately, and 
succeeds Rosa Boone who will continue 
to serve as Deputy Commissioner of the 
Department of Social Services.  Mobley-
Johnson previously worked for the New 
York State Senate where she was the 
Director of Faith-Based Initiatives.  She 
held a similar position in the New York 
City Council and also previously worked 
for Congressman Joe Crowley (D-Queens).

Modeled after similar initiatives started 
by Presidents Bush and Obama, Astorino 
says he created the Faith-Based Partnership 
in early 2013, as a way to formalize a 
relationship with faith-based leaders who 
often are the first ones many turn to when 
in trouble or in need. Astorino said shared 
values of care, compassion, character and 
life-skills development and empowerment 
cuts across all religions. 

“We wanted to partner with those on the 
front lines,” said Astorino. “Our non-profits 
do a great job and have the experience to 
navigate government resources and the 
formalized relationships already with the 
county. We wanted a similar relationship 
with the faith-based community.”

To learn more about the Faith-Based 
Partnership visit: www.westchestergov.
com/Faith 

Mobley-Johnson to Head Westchester’s Faith-Based Partnership Initiative

County Executive Rob Astorino with Carrie Mobley-Johnson.
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Friends of Westchester County Parks Welcomes New Volunteer Coordinator
Friends of Westchester County Parks 

recently welcomed new Volunteer 
Coordinator, Sara Cavanaugh. She 
will serve as the key link between the 
organization’s staff and the broader 
community, matching volunteers’ interests 
and talents with a wide range of areas 
including outreach events and office tasks

Prior to joining Friends of Westchester 
County Parks, Cavanaugh worked with 
the New York State Department of Parks, 

Recreation and Historic Preservation 
as an Outdoor Educator, where she 
designed, planned and instructed group 
environmental lessons, and developed 
and created nature history interpretive 
exhibits. Prior to joining the state she 
served as Assistant Director at the Free 
Spirit Camp in Westtown, New York, where 
she organized and led environmental 
programs.

  A resident of Hastings, Cavanaugh 

received a Bachelor’s degree in 
Sports Management and an M.S. in 
Environmental Education from SUNY 
Cortland. She currently resides in 
Hastings-on-Hudson.

Friends of Westchester County Parks 
engages the public to advocate for and 
invest in the preservation, conservation, 
use, and enjoyment of the 18,000 acres of 
parks, trails, and open spaces within the 
Westchester County Parks system.

Sara Cavanaugh
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WCA Launches Academy to Train Workers for Healthcare Jobs
By Martin Wilbur

The Westchester County Association 
(WCA) announced last week a new plan 
to collaborate with regional healthcare 
providers and colleges to train workers 
to fill at least 2,500 unfilled jobs in the 
county.

Creation of the Hudson Valley 
Workforce Academy by the WCA will 
address the need to staff the vacant 
positions in the healthcare, technology 
and biotech sectors. The WCA, one of the 
top business leadership organizations in 
the area, has reached a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with its Hudson 
Valley Healthcare Consortium to work 
together to address the need, said 
William Harrington, chairman of the 
organization.

The academy will offer its first short-
term, certificate-based course, a five-
week class on healthcare analytics, 
starting on Feb. 24 at its offices at 1133 
Westchester Ave. in White Plains to help 
meet demand, Harrington said. The 
courses are open to the general public.

The organization also plans to apply 
for a $9.8 million federal grant through 
the Westchester-Putnam Workforce 
Investment Board that would pay to 
provide 425 long-term unemployed 
people and 75 currently employed 
individuals with intensive training  
so they are prepared for healthcare-

related jobs.
Other courses will help prospective 

employees become medical coders and 
radiology and MRI technicians, along 
with specific training for positions in 
dealing with the public in healthcare 
settings. The WCA plans to announce a 
full schedule of courses in the near future.

Harrington said leaders in business, 
the nonprofit world, the medical field 
and academia realize that it is critically 
important to fill these jobs to provide 
more efficient healthcare. The $15 billion-
a-year industry is also a key to economic 
development in the region, he said.

“It is one of the drivers for the future 
of efficient and careful providing of 
healthcare and it’s been used in other 
industries for decades,” Harrington 
said.”Healthcare is going to catch up, 
and it will catch up because they’re being 
driven to by the economies of scale.”

The MOU includes 16 higher education 
organizations, including virtually every 
college in the region, plus 15 regional 
healthcare providers, according to the 
WCA. The Suburban Hospital Alliance, 
comprised of more than 50 hospitals on 
Long Island and in the Hudson Valley, 
will also participate.

Representatives of the organizations that 
are participating in the joint effort said they 
were excited to be part of the program.

“We are acutely aware of the healthcare 
needs of today and how different they will 
be in the future,” said Donna McGregor, 
CFO of Crystal Run Healthcare. “Critical 
skills such as data analytics are vitally 
important in managing population health 
and the future of health care in many, 
many, many settings.”

Tony Mahler, senior vice president of 
strategic planning at Westchester Medical 
Center, said the initiative will improve 
healthcare and is in line with the center’s 
mission as an advanced care organization 
and teaching institution.

“As the largest healthcare employer in 
the region, we have a vested interest in 
ensuring that our workforce has the skills 
required to get the job done today and well 
into the future,” Mahler said.

Harrington said the initiative, which 
has its roots in the WCA’s Blueprint 
for Westchester to retrain workers and 
upgrade job development, is about helping 
people.

“We’re excited about our academy,” he 
said. “We think it’s a great idea.” 

The healthcare analytics course is $595 
per participant. For more information, 
including registration and a list  
of upcoming courses, visit www.
westchester.org.

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts and more to come at Somers Custom Framing!

NEW YORK’S BACKYARD JAM
SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2015

NEW YORK’S BACKYARD JAM 
SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2015

The Pleasantville Music Festival is a day of friends & family, food & drink and great music.  
Now’s your window to get advance tickets at the lowest price they’re going to be all year.

Go to Kickstarter.com and search Pleasantville, or use this QR code.

Get deeply discounted tickets, group packages and prime tent spaces  
before they run out. Help us grow our budget for world-class headliners,  
and help yourself to a rockin’ deal. But hurry—discount quantities are 
limited. And once the Kickstarter campaign is up, prices go up, too.

The Pleasantville Music Festival is a day of friends & family,  
food & drink and great music. Now’s your window to get  
advance tickets at the lowest price they’re going to be.

Go to Kickstarter.com and search Pleasantville, or use this QR code.

Get deeply discounted tickets, group packages and prime tent  
spaces before they run out. Help us grow our budget for 
world-class headliners, and help yourself to a rockin’ deal. But hurry—discount  
quantities are limited. Once the Kickstarter campaign is up, prices go up, too.
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com
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707 Nepperhan Ave. • Yonkers, NY 
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www.jfjfuel.com

• Heating Oil-Commerical & Residential • Diesel Fuel
• Full Oil Heating Service and Installations • Oil Tank Installation and Removal 

• Oil Tank Testing • Full Environmental Services
• Serving Westchester County and The Bronx
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

Westchester County Association Chairman William Harrington, with representatives from higher education, 
the healthcare industry and local businesses, introduced the new Hudson Valley Workforce Academy last 
Tuesday in White Plains. 
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Recently, I had 
the pleasure of 
attending the 
official ribbon 
cutting ceremony 
for New York 
Health and 
Wellness. It was 
an honor to join 
W e s t c h e s t e r 
Deputy County 
Executive, Kevin 

Plunkett and Westchester County Health 
Commissioner, Sherlita Amler, M.D. as we 
welcomed this health facility to Harrison. 
The 6,000 square foot organization 
focuses on integrated programs aimed at 
improving fitness, nutrition and overall 
health and wellness. I wish them all the 
best as they bring their advanced approach 
to healthcare to our community. 

I am happy to report that the Harrison 
Public Library project is well underway. 
Construction commenced on October27, 
2014. H3 Architects, from New York, are 
the project architects and Piazza Inc., of 
Hawthorne, NY, was selected as the general 
contractor. The first phase of construction 
was the demolition and abatement of the 
interior, which has been completed. The 
second phase of construction, presently 

taking place, is the rough carpentry, 
framing of walls and soffits, rough 
plumbing, electric, and heating and 
ventilation. While there have been a few 
surprises, exposing existing conditions 
that have to be corrected, the work is 
progressing on schedule for substantial 
completion by late June 2015. 

This holiday season, the 
Harrison Food Pantry saw 
an increase in participation. 
During the months of 
November and December, 
many families feel the 
financial strain associated 
with the holidays. Fortunately, the 
generosity of the Harrison community 
was incredibly present and enabled the 
Department of Community Services to 
help feed a total of 132 Harrison families, 
comprising of 250 adults and elderly and 
146 children.  

After a fifth consecutive year, the 
Holiday Project was also a huge success. 
Championed by Tabatha Marraccini, 
the Holiday Project was able to supply 
holiday gifts and toys to 124 Harrison 
families (374 total adults and children). 
None of this could be possible without 
the amazing outpouring of support from 
Harrison citizens, local civic and religious 

organizations, the Harrison Central 
School System and local businesses, alike. 
Donations came in many forms including 
clothing drives, food drives, toy drives, coat 
drives and monetary contributions which 
all demonstrate the giving spirit of the 
holiday season and what it means to be a 
part of the Harrison family.  As donations, 

after the holidays, tend to 
dwindle even though food 
insecurity is still very present, I 
urge anyone who is interested in 
contributing to the food pantry 
to call the Community Services 
Department at 670-3025.

Harrison Town Clerk, Jackie Greer 
would like to remind residents that she has 
extended office hours to coincide with the 
Town-Village Board meetings. The hours 
are from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM. All services 
are available including marriage licenses 
(by appointment), free notary service, and 
hunting/fishing licenses. These hours are in 
addition to the after-hour service available 
during the Planning Board meetings on 
the third Tuesday of each month. For more 
information, please call the Town Clerk’s 
Office at 670-3030. 

The next “Lunch with the Mayor” is 
on Friday, January 23 and I will be at         
Goldberg’s Rock’n Bagel Cafe located at 379 

Halstead Avenue in Downtown Harrison. 
On Friday, February 6th, I will be at Silver 
Lake Cafe located at 17 Taylor Square in 
West Harrison. I will be at these locations 
from 12:30 to 1:30 and look forward to 
meeting with residents and talking about 
issues facing our community.

�B�E�N�J�A�M�I�N�	�S�C�H�A�F�F�E�R
�A�R�C�H�I�T�E�C�T

�H�I�G�H�	�Q�U�A�L�I�T�Y
�C�O�N�T�E�M�P�O�R�A�R�Y�	�D�E�S�I�G�N

�(�9�1�4�)�	�9�9�7�-�6�3�1�2

�E�-�m�a�i�l�:�	�B�e�n�j�a�m�i�n�.�s�c�h�a�f�f�e�r�7�5�0�@�g�m�a�i�l�.�c�o�m

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

From the Harrison Mayor and Town Hall, January 19, 2015

Ron Belmont, 
Supervisor/Mayor of 
Harrison Guest 

Column
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By martin wilbur
For any young gymnast at Chappaqua’s 

World Cup Gymnastics who holds lofty 
aspirations, meeting John Orozco ought 
to be great motivation.

Orozco, who finished eighth in the 2012 
London Olympics, trained for a decade 
at the Hunts Lane facility starting when 

he was eight years old. On Sunday, he 
returned to his home gym to participate 
in separate clinics for the school’s boys’ 

and girls’ gymnastics teams, talking to the 
young athletes, signing autographs and 
providing tidbits of advice.

“I think it’s a way of giving back,” 
Orozco said during a break between the 
boys’ and girls’ sessions. “I just want to 
show by example, being an inspiration, 
it can happen anywhere and it can come 

from anywhere. I want 
to show them that it 
doesn’t matter where 
you came from, all that 
matters is where you’re 
going.”

Orozco, who will 
turn 22 this week, 
headed to London in 
the summer of 2012 
not only as a local 
celebrity, but his story 
intrigued millions far 
and wide. Born and 
raised in the Bronx, his 
father got him started 
with gymnastics in 
the city. At a young 
age, Orozco’s talent 
was apparent and his 
parents would soon be 
driving him regularly 
to World Cup 
Gymnastics to train.

While it’s difficult 
to predict whether a 
youngster will develop 
into a world class 
talent, Jason Hebert, 
World Cup’s director 
and team coach, said 
he recognized that 
Orozco was special as 
soon as he arrived.

Now Hebert and the 
other coaches are able 
to point to Orozco 
as someone who 
combined talent with 
a desire to work hard 
to reach the highest 

echelon of his sport.
“At such a young age doing such 

powerful tumbling, we knew that it was a 

really, really special situation that we had 
here,” Hebert said. “I told a lot of our guys 
here, I see a little bit of that in a lot of you, 
so just don’t let anything stop you from 
reaching your dreams.”

World Cup owner John Sabalja said 
while most competitors are not going to 
be Olympians--only five American male 
gymnasts qualify for the Olympic team 
every four years--the school has had many 
of its students move on and compete in 
regional and state championships and in 
college. 

Sabalja said what makes Orozco, who 
now lives in Colorado Springs near the 
U.S. Olympic Training Center, special is 
his willingness to return to his home gym 
to train when he’s back in New York.

“It’s incredible to see him here and be 
in touch with everybody,” Sabalja said. 
“That’s why the kids love seeing him, the 
parents love seeing him.”

Orozco said he is looking forward to 
trying to qualify for the 2016 Games in 
Rio de Janeiro. He said his own nerves, 
the atmosphere and the hordes of media 
in London were exhilarating and an 
experience he’ll always cherish, but also 
distracting. Early in the competition, 
Orozco fell off the pommel horse, thought 
to be his strength, and was in 24th place. 
Being able to close to eighth was an 
achievement.

“I learned a lot from it,” said Orozco, who 
placed first in the high bar competition 
and was second in all-around at the P&G 
U.S. Championships in Pittsburgh earlier 
this year. “I learned about the pressure 
and how it’s going to be when it gets to 
that point.”

He also credited World Cup Gymnastics 
for helping him get to where he is today, 
not only because of the coaching he 
received but by being accepted by a 
different group of kids. 

“It was a lot of fun being around other 
kids my age and doing the same things,” 
Orozco said. “The thing about it for me 
was the difference in culture because I 
came from the Bronx, and growing up 
there and coming to Westchester it was 
so different than what I was used to and 
I liked it a lot.”

Olympian Orozco Returns to Home Gym to Help Youngsters

Olympian John Orozco, a former student at World Cup Gymnastics in 
Chappaqua, is competing to once again be on the U.S. Olympic team in 
2016.

USA GYMNASTiCS/JOHN CHENG PHOTO
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Police Blotter
Greenburgh Police Department

Welfare Check. On January 5 police 
officers responded to a residence in 
Scarsdale to conduct a welfare check on 
a female. COMSEC reported that they 
received a call from the son of the woman 
in question. The son reported that he got 
into an argument with his mother over 
him not seeing her on Sunday. The mother 
became upset and texted her son “I’m 
going to kill myself and you can find my 
body at the bottom of the stairs.” Upon 
arrival at the residence the officers met the 
woman in her driveway, as she was pulling 
out. She told the officers that she was angry 
with her son over him not coming to see 
her, but said the threat she made was just 
to get her son’s attention and, she was 
not going to follow through with it. The 
woman complained of heart palpitations 
and requested an ambulance. The woman 
asked the officers to retrieve her cell phone 
from the residence. While attempting 
to locate the woman’s cell phone officers 
observed a heavy gauge extension cord 
tied to the railing over the stairway 
fashioned like a noose. The extension cord 
was photographed and vouchered into 
evidence. The woman was transported to 
White Plains E.R for evaluation.

Petit Larceny. On January 5 at 1 p.m. 
officers responded to Best Buy on Central 
Avenue for a possible larceny. Officers were 
met by the store security officer who stated 
that while he was working security at the 
front door on January 4, an employee 
advised him that she found an empty Xbox 
package in the handicap stall of the female 
bathroom at the store. The security officer 
checked the store’s video and watched a 
possible suspect exit the bathroom with an 
over sized jacket zipped up and a pink bag 
underneath with a large bulge on her back. 
The suspect then exited the store quickly. 
The security officer said that he was again 
working the front door security and 
noticed the same female enter the store 
on January 5, wearing the same jacket and 
pink bag. This time she was accompanied 
by a man. The suspect did the same thing, 
taking merchandise into the bathroom and 
coming out with the pink bag hidden under 
the jacket with a large bulge. The suspect 
again exited the store and the security 
officer attempted to stop her in the parking 
lot. The suspect began to argue and yell 
but eventually gave back the merchandise. 
The security officer said he tried numerous 
times to get the suspect and her partner to 
return to the store but they refused. The 
security officer said that he convinced the 
suspect’s partner to give him his ID and 
explained to them that he would hold the 
ID until they returned the Xbox from the 
previous day. Both suspects left the scene. 
The ID was placed into safekeeping as 
evidence. The security officer said he wants 
to pursue charges.

Burglary. On January 12 at about 3 
p.m. officers responded to Mavis Tire 
at 199 Saw Mill River Rd. on a report of 
a burglary. When the officers arrived, 
the store manager said that he and three 
other employees had arrived for work 
that morning and noticed that a glass 
pane was broken on one of the garage 
doors. A 16 x 16 inch glass pane on the 
bottom south corner of the southernmost 
garage was shattered. The manager said 
he then walked to the cash register and 
observed that the cash drawer was taken 
out and placed on the desk with money 
and inspection stickers missing. The 
manager said he immediately notified his 
regional manager who remotely checked 
video cameras from the store. The video 
showed two suspects approaching the 
southernmost garage at 2:52 a.m. The 
window was broken with an unknown 
object and one of the suspects went into the 
store while the other stayed outside pacing 
in front of the garage. The video showed 
the suspect that went into the store wore 
gloves and immediately went to the cash 
register and opened it by pushing a button 
at which time he removed the cash and 
inspection stickers from the drawer. Both 
suspects wore dark hoodies and clothing 
and fled south on Saw Mill River Road 
toward Bridge Auto Parts. It was estimated 
that the suspect spent less than a minute 
inside the store. The manager further 
noted that the store alarm was activated, 
yet the motion sensors were never tripped. 
An alarm tech was contacted to find out 
why the alarm did not go off. The crime 
scene was photographed by detectives and 
neighboring businesses canvassed. 

Dispute. On January 12 at about 5 p.m. 
on South Central Avenue in the area of 
Underhill Road, an off duty police officer 
and a passenger were driving southbound 
in their vehicle. Another car pulled into 
their lane from the left causing the officer 
to slow down and move to the right. As the 
officer passed the offending vehicle, it sped 
up moving in front of him as he changed 
lanes numerous times. When they reached 
a red light, a white male between 30 and 
40 years old wearing a gray polo type shirt 
jumped out of his vehicle and approached 
the officer. The officer identified himself 
with his shield and ID card, saying he was 
an off duty police officer. The male while 
still face-to-face said, “I’ll kill you,” then 
entered his vehicle and fled south on South 
Central Ave. The male did not display any 
weapon or make any hand gestures that 
would indicate he had a weapon. A check of 
the area was negative. Yonkers police were 
advised because the vehicle was registered 
in Yonkers. Report for documentation 
purposes only.

Harassment. On January 12 police 
officers were dispatched to a rental 

property in Elmsford for a landlord/tenant 
dispute. The landlord reported that two 
days earlier he had arrived at the rental 
property to check it out and notify his 
tenants of a rent increase. While talking 
to one tenant about the rent increase, she 
became angry and pushed the landlord 
who was standing at the top of a stairwell. 
The landlord was not injured but believed 
the tenant wanted him to fall down the 
stairs. Report for documentation purposes 
only at this time.

Weapon Retrieval. On the evening 
of January 12 officers responded to a 
residence in Hartsdale to retrieve a weapon 
for safekeeping. Upon arrival officers 
spoke with the caller who reported that her 
mother had recently passed away and that 
while she was cleaning out the apartment, 
she found a shotgun in the bedroom closet. 
A search on the shotgun yielded negative 
results. The gun was transported to police 
headquarters and placed into the evidence 
area for safe keeping with the appropriate 
paperwork filed. The daughter reported 
she no longer wanted ownership of the 
weapon and would like it to be destroyed. 
No further information at this time.

Petit Larceny. On the afternoon of 
January 13, police officers were dispatched 
to the TJ Maxx on Central Avenue, 
Hartsdale. Upon arrival the officers were 
met by the store’s loss prevention manager 
who stated that a black male with a black 
knit cap, black jacket, black jeans, red 
sweatshirt and converse type sneakers, 
walked into the store carrying an oversized 
empty green/white bag. The manager said 
he was alerted by an associate in the store 
who was watching the suspect place two 
Michael Kors handbags totaling $419.98, 
inside the over sized bag. The security 
manager said that by the time he reached 
the handbag area, the suspect had made 
his way out of the store and was standing 
on the sidewalk on the phone. As the 
manager approached the suspect, he 
immediately dropped the bag containing 
the store merchandise and fled on foot 
toward the Christmas Tree Shop. The area 
was canvassed by numerous police units. A 
party fitting the description of the suspect 
was stopped and taken off the Bee-Line 
bus in front of TJ Maxx, but was later 
released. Another report from a passing 
witness stated that he saw a party running 
up Battle Avenue and get into a black SUV. 
Upon further review of the store’s video it 
appeared the suspect was actually a white 
male with the same clothing description. 
A copy of the video was taken placed into 
safekeeping. If the suspect is found TJ 
Maxx will pursue charges at that time.

Forged Identification. On the afternoon 
of January 13, members of the Greenburgh 
Street Crime unit observed a 4-door black 
Acura in the Westchester Square parking 

lot. A black male wearing a black jacket 
and light grey wool cap was observed 
entering and exiting the Best Buy store at 
the same location in a suspicious manner 
and then entering the rear passenger side 
of the Acura, which was occupied by two 
other males. The officers then observed 
a black male wearing a black bubble type 
jacket with a black and grey wool cap 
exit the front passenger side of the Acura 
and enter the Marshalls store where he 
remained for approx. 10 minutes. He 
then returned to the front passenger seat 
of the vehicle. The same male with the 
black bubble type jacket exited the vehicle 
again in a hasty manner and proceeded 
to open the rear compartment, at which 
time he began sifting through numerous 
papers while holding what appeared to 
be some type of photo ID. The said male 
then re-entered the front passenger seat, 
and engaged in a conversation with the 
other occupants at which time papers 
were exchanged amongst them. Moments 
later a black female wearing a brown 
leather jacket was observed running out 
of the Marshalls. She entered the Acura’s 
driver’s seat and then left the parking lot, 
proceeding north on Central Avenue. 
The vehicle then failed to signal while 
making a right turn onto Tarrytown Road 
from Central Avenue and a traffic stop 
was conducted. While speaking with the 
driver, officers asked for identification 
and she reported that she did not have 
any ID on her. Officers then observed 
on her lap an open red wallet containing 
an Illinois State Drivers license. Upon 
closer inspection the Illinois State Drivers 
license was discovered to be fraudulent 
and displayed her photo. The driver was 
placed under arrest. Officers also observed 
a fraudulent Connecticut state Drivers 
license, which was located on the center 
console of the vehicle. The remainder of 
the occupants also were placed under 
arrest. While the rear passenger was being 
interviewed, he crumpled up and threw 
a white piece of paper out of the vehicle. 
The paper was recovered and discovered 
to be a new account receipt from the Toys 
R Us store bearing a false name. This 
suspect was also in possession of three 
additional fraudulent Connecticut State 
Drivers Licenses, all displaying his photo. 
Upon closer inspection the fraudulent 
name on one of the fraudulent licenses 
matched the name on the Toys R Us 
receipt. In addition, another of the vehicle’s 
occupants was also in possession of a 
piece of paper that contained hand written 
personal information of numerous third 
party victims. Personal information and 
documents consisting of names, addresses, 
social security numbers and maiden names 
belonging to numerous third party victims 
were also found. All four suspects were 
transported to police headquarters where 
they were booked, processed and held for 
arraignment. 
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Obituaries
Beatrice Saccone
Beatrice M. Saccone, died January 15 at 

the age of 87. She was born in St. Agnes 
Hospital on May 24, 1927 to the late 
Lotario and Teresa Travaglini Rincicotti. 
Beatrice grew up in Silver Lake and has 
resided in White Plains since 1950.

On May 23, 1948 she married Gabriel 
(Buddy) Saccone. He predeceased her in 
1994. 

She worked for AT&T in the 
Maintenance Dept. from 1972 until her 
retirement in 2000.

She is survived by her daughter Virginia 
M. Saccone and her husband Bruce J. 
Conkling and her sister Murieleen (Carl) 
Didone. Also surviving are her sisters-in-
law, Catherine Compitello, Mary Girillo, 
Dolores Ballasedis and Marcia Pledger 
all of Silver Lake and her brother-in-law 
Renald Saccone of North Ridge, CA, 
and her Honorary grandson Christopher 
Alston. She was also a beloved “Aunt Bea” 
to many. She is predeceased by her sister 
Virginia M. Finateri. 

Diane Sautner
Diane Albertina Sautner died on 

January 14. She was born Nov. 21, 1942 in 
White Plains to Emil and Albertina Suda. 
She grew up in Elmsford and graduated 
from Alexander High School. Diane wed 
John Sautner in 1964 they were married 
for 50 years. Diane is survived by her 
husband John Sautner, her brother Frank 
Suda, her sister-in-laws Mary Ann Suda 
and Linda Garcia, her nieces Holly and 
Michelle, and her nephew Jonathan Suda. 
Diane worked as a medical secretary 
at Phelps Memorial Hospital then as a 
secretary for the Physical Therapy Dept. 
at Burke Rehabilitation Center. Diane 
spent many years volunteering for Just 
Strays, Forgotten Felines and other animal 
charities. 

In lieu of flowers, please send donations 
to Forgotten Felines at PO Box 430, 
Valhalla, NY, 10595.

Vincenza Mastracchio
Vincenza A. Mastracchio, longtime 

resident of White Plains and later Bethel, 

CT, passed away January 14. She was 
79. Vincenza was born on January 14, 
1936 in Tussio, Province of Aquila, Italy 
to Carmine and Giovaninna (Carosi) 
Moscardelli. Formally employed by 
Sonotone in the manufacturing of hearing 
aids and floral arranger for Corham. 
She was predeceased by her husband 
Enrico and her son Maurizio. Vincenza 
is survived by her sons Francesco his 
wife Diane, Giovanni, his wife Mariana; 
her daughter-in-law Rosie; her sister and 
brother-in-law; Fortunata and Edmondo 
Nanni her brother and sister-in-law 
Victor and Dorothy Moscardeli as well 
as five grandchildren and a host of nieces 
and nephews. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to My Second Home (Social Adult 
Day Program) 95 Radio Circle, Mt. Kisco, 
NY 10549 or Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Church, 92 South Lexington Avenue 
White Plains, NY 10606.

Aimée Larkin
Aimée Diefenbach Larkin, M.D. passed 

away January 13 at her home in White 
Plains.

Dr. Larkin was born on January 17, 1926 
in Astoria. Her parents, William August 
and Lina Frieda Diefenbach emigrated 
to the United States from Wiesbaden, 
Germany. They lived in Queens with 
her older brother, William. She married 
Philip Charles Larkin M.D. on November 
22, 1952. They were lifelong residents of 
White Plains, raising seven children while 
living in Gedney Farms. Dr. Larkin also 
resided in Southampton, NY.

Dr. Larkin, aka “Oma”, was devoted to 
her seven children, their spouses and her 
seventeen grandchildren. 

Dr. Larkin led a life of love and 
accomplishment, including attending 
Hunter College in New York City, and 
being among the first women to graduate 
from the Columbia University College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in 1950. While 
practicing for many years as an allergist 
she also served as the Chief of Allergy and 
Immunology at White Plains Hospital. 
She cared for her patients with a unique 

combination of medicine and love.
In her spare time, she enjoyed painting, 

photography, reading, knitting and 
finishing the Sunday New York Times 
Crossword Puzzle. If you needed a tour of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, she was 
your woman. She would happily spend 
hours playing slot machines, and if that 
was at a casino in Germany or Austria, all 
the better.

Dr. Larkin was preceded in death by 
her parents, her brother, and her dear 
son, Matthew Christian. She is survived 
by her husband, and her children, Edward 
(Jean), Peter (Barbara), Timothy (Randi), 
Aimée (Carl Sheldon), Andrew (Denise) 
and Melissa (Tripp Hughes) and her 
grandchildren, Kyle, Connor, Elizabeth, 
Spencer, Kaitlin, Alexandra, Natalie, 
Aimee Samantha, Maura, Edward, 
William, Nicole, Emma, Harry, Peter, 
Jack, and Tucker.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be 
made in her memory to the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, c/o Development Office, 
1000 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10028 
or online at www.metmuseum.org/
donate. Please specify that the gift is in 
memory of Dr. Aimée Diefenbach Larkin. 
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Hudson Chorale to Hold Auditions for New Members Starting Feb. 2
Since 2010, Hudson Chorale, 

Westchester’s largest chorus, has been 
performing in venues throughout 
Westchester, bringing the best in choral 
singing to the Hudson Valley.  

The chorus enjoys a region-wide 
reputation for outstanding programming 
and superb artistry and the repertoire 
ranges from the great masterpieces of 
the past to engaging contemporary 
compositions.  

The chorale is welcoming new 
members in all voice parts beginning 
on Monday, Feb. 2 when rehearsals will 
begin for a May 9 concert. The program 

will feature American composers 
and their poet/writer muses: Randall 
Thompson’s “Americana,” inspired by 
articles in American Mercury magazine; 
“Four Pastorales” by Cecil Effinger, a 
Coloradan who set his music to the words 
of Colorado’s most famous poet, Thomas 
Hornsby Ferril; “Song of the Open Road” 
by Norman Dello Joio who captures the 
spirit of his favorite poet, Walt Whitman; 
and “This Bequest of Wings” by Hudson 
Chorale Music Director Michael Conley, 
based on the poetry of Emily Dickinson. 
It will be a star-spangled event  
exploring the richness and beauty of 

American culture.
Singer friendly auditions will begin on 

Feb. 2, by appointment and on subsequent 
Mondays prior to the group’s rehearsal. 
Rehearsals will take place from 7:30 to 
10 p.m. at the Pleasantville Presbyterian 
Church, located at 400 Bedford Rd. in 
Pleasantville. 

To receive additional information 
and/or to schedule a time for an 
audition, contact Jeanne Wygant at  
JeanneWygant@optonline.net  or call 
914-478-0074. To learn more about 
the chorus or hear music samples, visit  
www.HudsonChorale.org.  
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Kids Find Fashion Design Camp a Groovy Summer Place

When you ask parents for parenting 
advice, certain tips come up time and time 
again.  It is useful to remind ourselves 
what works and what is important.  Here 
are eight real parenting tips from real 
parents.  

Don’t compare your kids to others. 
They all learn at their own pace and in 
their own way. Of course parents need to 
be attentive to developmental milestones, 
etc. but don’t freak out if your child is a 
little behind. Very early walkers may walk 
as early as 9 months, for example, but some 
children won’t walk until 14 months. In 
the long run, it really doesn’t matter when 
they learn as long as they learn.

Take care of yourself. “Do what you 
need to do to stay sane,” said one mom 
of two. “If you are tired and need to do 
something for yourselves, like going out 
as a couple, do it and don’t feel guilty.”  

Commit to the process. “Don’t just 
parent for the future, parent for this 
evening,” Pamela Druckerman, journalist, 
author, and mother writes. “Your child 

probably wont get into 
the Ivy League or win 
a sports scholarship. 
At age 24, he might be 
back in his childhood 
bedroom, in debt, after 
a mediocre college 
career. Raise him so 
that, if that happens, 
it will still have been 
worth it.” A Dutch 
father of three told her 
about his Buddhist-
inspired approach: 
total commitment 
to the process, total 
equanimity about the 
outcome. 

Be in the moment. 
Enjoy them while you 
can because it goes by 
fast, just like everyone says!

Get connected. Make mommy and 
daddy friends if you don’t have them 
already. Join local groups to meet people, 

get support, and to 
learn sage parenting 
tips from parents in 
the trenches.  Also, 
if you are a parent of 
multiples or of children 
with unique conditions, 
parent groups are 
excellent for connecting 
you to resources and 
support services.  

Laugh it off. A lot 
of what feels extremely 
stressful in the moment 
is actually comical when 
you step back and think 
about it. Try to get more 
efficient when it comes 
to having a sense of 
humor.  The day-to-day 
is more fun when you 

can appreciate the funny things your kids 
do. Extending the same courtesy to your 
co-parent could go a long way towards 
increasing your happiness as well!

Be who you are with them and be 
a parent at the same time. Be genuine 
with your kids but reason with them 
at a developmentally appropriate level. 
“Talk to them like you would a friend 
sometimes. It helps them develop and 
feel OK around people other than their 
parents,” said one mom of two.

Remember that your children are 
individuals. Your children may not 
be better, little versions of yourselves. 
Respect and enjoy their differences, and 
validate their feelings even if you don’t 
immediately understand them. Hear them 
out. You might even learn something.

Dr. Jaime Black is a licensed psychologist 
practicing in Westchester and New York 
City. Jaime works with high-functioning 
individuals on the autism spectrum, doing 
psychotherapy, conducting evaluations, 
and facilitating various socialization 
groups including an improv social skills 
group. Visit www.spectrumservicesnyc.
com, e-mail JaimeBlackPsyD@gmail.com 
or call (914)712-8208.

By Janine Bowen
Every parent knows that buying new 

clothes for the back-to-school season 
is essential, but children interested in 
fashion have the opportunity to design 
and create their own clothing at Camp 
Groovy. 

This summer will mark the seventh 
year that Groovy on Grand, a fashion 
design studio started by Andrea Kennedy 
Andrews, will host camp sessions as the 
program has continued to grow since its 
inception. 

Last year, it proved so popular that 
Camp Groovy offered eight separate week-
long sessions at its Croton-on-Hudson 
location to accommodate more students 
in a shorter time span. This summer the 
camp will move down the block to 112 
Grand St. as a temporary home before 
finding a permanent location. The move 
is also part of an effort to make Groovy 
on Grand a mobile business to reduce 
overhead and allow more programs to be 
offered at affordable rates. 

“It’s a fashion design camp, so it can 
happen anywhere,” explained Andrews. 
“It’s wherever we can put sewing machines 
and carry in fabric and portfolios.” 

Children who attend Camp Groovy will 
have the opportunity to use professional 
design equipment and will leave the five-
day program with a collection of eight 
to 12 clothing items that they designed 
themselves. Girls and boys can create a 
collection based on whatever theme they 
choose and each session revolves around 
a different style of clothing. 

For example, Beach Party week features 
traditional summer clothes while Uptown 
Chic week allows participants to create 

sophisticated dress items. Downtown 
Chic lets children design casual clothing 
that can be worn to class. Students will 
get the opportunity to sew, airbrush, silk 
screen and dye clothes to create whatever 
designs they envision. 

“It’s a true fashion design experience 
where they’re actually designing, 
planning, creating and illustrating their 
designs,” Andrews said. 

A newer theme is Pajama Party week, 
which was introduced at Camp Groovy 
last year at the request of campers. That 
session is a bit more relaxed, involving 
less sewing but was one of the most 
well-received offerings because it allows 
children to focus on the graphic design 
element of fashion while creating items 
they can use on a regular basis. 

Although most of Camp Groovy’s 

sessions are designed for students from 
nine to 16 years old, Wearable Art week 
caters to younger students, ages six 
through 11. Unlike the other four sessions 
for older participants, that theme doesn’t 
involve sewing or illustration but focuses 
more on silk screening, digital design, 
stencils and dyeing. 

“They do a lot of beautiful techniques 
and they end with a fashion show,” 
Andrews explained. 

The wearable art segment is also 
shorter, with four-hour sessions each day, 
as opposed to five hours for the older 
students. Each session features a half-
hour lunch break, although Andrews 
noted that she often has to force students 
to step away from their work to eat. 

“So many kids don’t even want to eat 
lunch, they don’t even want to stop…it’s 

very funny,” she said. 
Each Camp Groovy session lasts for five 

days. The Wearable Art program kicks off 
the season on July 13. The cost is $450 
per session, a price reduction of $50 from 
last year. Andrews noted that students 
often opt to attend more than one session, 
which is why each week has a separate 
theme. 

With three new counselors this year, 
every session is able to accommodate 
32 students but Andrews stressed that 
enrollment closes on April 15 and no 
campers will be accepted after that time. 
She explained that materials and clothing 
must be ordered in the correct sizes and 
colors for each attendee, a process that 
takes several months to complete.

To learn more about Camp Groovy, 
visit GroovyOnGrand.com. 

Parenting 
Pep Talk

By Dr.  Jaime Fleckner Black

School & Camp Section

Hartsdale, NY • squirecamps@gmail.com

Located on the  
Maria Regina High School campus

Hartsdale, NY
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Session 1 June 29-July 24

Session 2 
Session 2 July 27-August 14

Summer 2015
(coed ages 6-15)
Tennis Academy
All Sports Camp

Advantage 
Total Choice Camp

OPEN 

HOUSE &  

CARNIVAL 

Feb 7 1-4PM

Children and teens have the chance to design 
their own clothes at Camp Groovy in Croton-on-
Hudson. It is preparing for its seventh summer 
camp this July.

8 Real Parenting Tips from Real Parents
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Using Your Home Walls to Create an Art Gallery 
As I recall the walls of my childhood 

home, a simple row house in Philadelphia, 
I see only the large obligatory parlor 
mirror over the sofa and one brightly 
colored watercolor of gladioli dated 1940 
by my Aunt Helen, a self-taught artist, that 
I still display in an honored place.

In college, when first exposed to the 
world of art, I vowed one day to become a 
collector to the extent that I could afford. 
As a newcomer to New York City, while 
visiting the home of a cultured gentleman, 
I was impressed to find that all of his walls 
were covered from floor to ceiling with 
paintings, prints and other objects, much 
like an art gallery. 

Those two experiences created in me 
a lifelong obsession to have my home’s 
walls serve as the canvass for a rich visual 
experience where I could view, ponder and 
lose myself into other worlds of artistic 
expression.

Actually, you don’t have to be as 
obsessive as I, and it doesn’t have to cost 
an arm and a leg, just a trip to a store like 
Home Goods or T.J. Maxx. I am amazed at 
the art these stores can offer for very little 
money. Go there and splurge on collections 
of stretched canvasses that don’t require 
frames to look great in wall groupings. 
Such stores didn’t exist when I was young 
and collecting art from antiques shops 
and, yes, junk shops.

When I lived in my first 
small house, I achieved 
the gallery effect within 
a few short years. When I 
moved to a large colonial 
in the country with 14 
rooms, it took many years 
to appoint each room like 
a gallery. My problem 
within the past month, 
however, has been paring 
down my collection to 
an 1,800-square-foot 
condo with a living room/
dining room combination, 
an office/den and two 
bedrooms. 

In this case, my wife and 
I had to be very selective 
about which paintings and 
prints we selected – only 
our most favored pieces would come with 
us – and we agreed that, living in a smaller 
space, we didn’t want to close ourselves in 
by filling every inch of wall space with art. 

Also, the groupings themselves needed 
to be well hung-- literally--because for 
the first time in many years I was dealing 
with hollow, plasterboard walls. My 
heavier frames had to be secured in the 
plasterboard with anchors, expand with 
pressure when screws were put into them 
or have “toggles,” which release on the 
inside of the wall once pushed. 

I must confess I hate that chore as 
somewhat tedious and, this time around, 
I prevailed upon my friend and expert 
painter Joe Pascarelli, who doubles as my 
handyman when needed for such tasks.

For the lighter paintings and prints, I 
don’t bother with the anchors but use small 
nails. Rather than nailing them straight in 
horizontally, I nail them in at a 45-degree 
angle so that the weight of the piece is less 
likely to pull the nail from the wall.

In my groupings, I like to create 
harmony and balance, either through 
content or the type of frames. In my 
dining area, for instance, the entire wall 
is dedicated to landscapes, while my 
living room features portraiture of the 
1700s and 1800s. I just love all those eyes 

staring back at me. Sometimes I 
sit on my sofa, looking into the 
eyes of those women, men and 
children, wondering why their 
descendants didn’t hold on to 
their portraits and cherishing 
them as family heirlooms, but 
very glad that I was able to adopt 
them, welcoming them as family 
members.

When I arrange these paintings 
into groups, I first lay the frames 
out on the floor directly in front 
of the wall on which they are 
to be placed and arrange and 
rearrange them until I have a 
pleasing pattern. Then I take a 
digital photo, which I follow as I 
hammer them in one by one. 

After I hang them, I eyeball 
them to make sure they’re 

straight (some people are fanatics and use 
a leveler), and once I have them perfect, 
I roll some masking tape into a tube and 
stick it behind one corner of the frame 
to make sure that vibrations or dusting 
doesn’t dislodge its horizontal pitch.

I’m nearing the end of creating my new 
art gallery at home, ready to welcome 
guests to come look and learn more about 
me by considering how I choose to enrich 
my living environment.  

By the way, if you want my friend 

Joe Pascarelli’s help in hanging art or 
any other chores around the house that  
require skilled assistance, you can  
call him directly at 914-330-3889.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com”www.
TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage the services 
of Bill Primavera and his team to market 
your home for sale, call 914-522-2076.
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Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
INTERNAL MEDICINE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-940-2500
PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129

CARMEL: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

CORTLANDT MANOR:
GENERAL SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2315
OB/GYN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-1697

CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675

JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135

MAHOPAC:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-248-5556

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000
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2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for the Holidays at Somers Custom Framing

continued from page 3
Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL

The Home Guru’s dining room: a well-hung art 
gallery.

Andy Warhol’s Marilyn Monroe hung by handyman 
Joe Pascarelli above The Home Guru’s Jacuzzi. 
The weight of  the frame demanded the use of  
an anchor in the plasterboard wall.

BILL PRIMAVERA PHOTOS
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The Tumultuous World of Consumers’ Wine Technology
Te c h n o l o g y 

dominates our 
lives. For better 
or for worse 
we’ve become 
slaves to our 
s m a r t p h o n e s 
and laptops. 
Many of us have 

panic attacks if we accidentally leave our 
electronic devices at home. 

But if we step back for a moment, we 
realize that this phenomenon is very 
recent. It wasn’t so long ago that we were 
communicating with each other face to 
face, memorizing telephone numbers, 
printing MapQuest directions and dealing 
with so many other aspects of our lives that 
we’ve relinquished to the ubiquitous little 
device we carry in our pockets and purses.

This week I’m focusing on wine 
technology. 

Not to bemoan how millennials reject 
visual and auditory interaction to obtain 
wine selection advice or recommendations. 

Not to bemoan the lost art of removing 
a wine label from a bottle as a keepsake or 
as a reference point for a future purchase.

And certainly not to bemoan the 
abandonment of researching a wine topic 
by purchasing a wine book.

No, I espouse wine technology as a 
modern marvel that has enhanced our 

knowledge and therefore our appreciation 
of wine and in the process has borne a 
society that is more wine conversant and 
savvy than any generation before us. And 
improving each day.

Wine technology has evolved in three 
distinct phases: the pre-iPhone era, the 
revolution wrought by the introduction 
of the iPhone in 2007 and the brilliant 
marketing by Apple to 
open the App Store in 
2008.

In the old days – seven 
years ago – there were 
few wine applications 
available and there were 
cumbersome software 
programs supporting 
them. The advanced 
technologies resided with the Blackberry 
phone and the Palm Pilot, permitting users 
to keep notes electronically. Those were the 
days of removing wine labels from bottles 
and memorializing the name of a wine 
with a scribble on a restaurant matchbook.  

Then, in June 2007, the world changed, 
almost overnight. Apple crammed the 
capabilities of a desktop computer, and 
more, into a hand-held device. Wine 
apps began to rise, but in fits and starts; 
most were merely websites that required 
Wi-Fi connections. The most popular 
was CellarTracker, a community-based 

repository of wine opinions and tasting 
notes culled from wine consumers. Its 
popularity persists today.

When Apple realized the universal 
appeal of its iPhone and the hidden profits 
in developing applications for it, it took 
a historic turn. Rather than develop its 
own applications to run on its proprietary 
software, it invited the world to write 

those apps -- and offered to 
pay developers 70 percent 
of any revenue generated 
from a downloaded app. 
The smartphone world was 
overwhelmed with apps 
on any subject one could 
imagine. 

Currently, the App 
Store offers 1.4 million 

applications, which have been downloaded 
over 75 billion times. Amazingly, even 
though so many applications are free, 
developers earned $10 billion in fees in 
2014. The Android version of the app store 
is likewise wildly successful.

Today, there are dozens of wine apps 
available, providing access to every 
aspect of the world of wine, from broad 
and deep wine information, to purchase 
recommendations, to pairing advice and 
even one that “learns” your preferences 
over time and offers suggestions for wines 
that it thinks you will enjoy.

These apps influence our decision-
making process by evaluating, searching 
and finding wines in a proverbial 
nano-second and with a high degree of 
reliability. Here are several of my favorites, 
all of which are free and include varying 
levels of interactivity: Drync, Vivino, 
Delectable, Hello Vino, Wine-Searcher 
and WineQuest.

Each app presents a unique approach 
to enjoying wine. Have you downloaded 
one (or more) on your Apple or Android 
smartphone? Which do you prefer? Which 
do you dislike? E-mail your comments to 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com.

Next week I’ll review each one and offer 
my personal thoughts to assist you in 
selecting a favorite.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 15 years he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. He also offers 
personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach  him atnantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

Cost Estimator (Yonkers, NY)  
Manage the day-to-day cost estimation & 
operational aspects of multi-million dollar 

construction projects. Analyze project specs 
to determine funding & staffing reqmts, & 

construction methods, schedules, &  
strategies. Req: Bachelor’s deg or foreign 
equiv in Bus. Admin, Construction Mgmt, 

or rltd field. 2 yrs exp in job offd or rltd 
role w/similar duties. 1 yr of qualifying exp 

must incl evaluating cost & determining 
staffing reqmts for construction projects. 
Resumes: Brickens Construction Inc., 
801 McLean Ave, Yonkers, NY 10704

HELP WANTED
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio
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 The Restaurant Examiner

Westchester’s Most Delicious Dishes: Fusilli Arrabbiata at Amore in Armonk

Weekend Jazz Brunch Debuts at Irvington’s MP Taverna 

By Jerry Eimbinder
Fusilli Arrabbiata (also spelled 

Arrabiata) is an exquisite pasta special at 
Amore in Armonk and, being a special, it 
is only occasionally available. But it is well 
worth the wait. Here’s why.

Its long corkscrew pasta has a truly 
remarkable, robust tomato sauce called 
Arrabbiata that is complemented with an 
abundance of flavorful accompaniments 
including succulent seafood. Without 
a doubt, the sauce contributes mightily 
to making this dish  delicious and 

significantly different.
The ingredient list is impressive  — 

playing together:  Prince Edward Island 
mussels, small sweet bay scallops, roasted 
cherry tomato, and wilted arugula.   

Arrabbiata sauce is  a light marinara 
or red Italian sauce given an extra 
spicy flavor by adding hot peppers. The 
word  “Arrabbiata”  in Italian loosely 
translates to “angry mood”  —  the name 
inspired by its piquant taste. There are 
many varieties of this sauce but typically 
they include red pepper, tomatoes, garlic, 

parsley and onions.
In making its Arrabbiata sauce, Amore 

uses premium cold-pressed Napa Valley 
extra virgin olive oil and red pepper flakes.

Co-proprietor Mark Mazzotta said, 
“Arrabbiata sauce goes well with any plain 
pasta. When preparing Arrabbiata with a 
tubular pasta like penne, it’s important to 

make more sauce than needed to 
adequately coat the pasta since 
Arrabbiata sauce and others like 
it readily are absorbed by the 
pasta.”

“The most authentic Arrabbiata 
recipes rely on crushed red pepper 
or red pepper flakes, although 
some recipes do use  alternatives 
like chili  peppers, habaneros, 
or  jalapeños,”  Mazzotta 
mentioned.  “Some also include 
smoked chili peppers or fire-
roasted, crushed tomatoes to 
evoke an earthier, smoky taste in 
the finished product.”

“In our kitchen, garlic and 
parsley are simmered first in a 
little olive oil, and the lengthiest 
cooking process is cooking the 
onions,” Mazzotta said. “They 
are sautéed over medium heat 
for about ten minutes, allowing 
them to soften and sweeten up.”

The cost for this terrific dish is 
only $20.

Mark Mazzotta and his 
brother Joe are celebrating 20 

years of operating restaurants in the 
Armonk area. Many of the vegetables and 
ingredients they use are grown in gardens 
situated on the restaurant’s grounds. Amore 
Pizzeria & Italian Kitchen/ Caterers, 1 Kent 
Place,  Armonk; www.amorearmonk.com; 
914-273-3535.

By Jerry Eimbinder
Where can you go for jazz brunch on 

weekends in Westchester County? Try 
MP Taverna in Irvington.

Jazz brunch is alive and well in New 
York City where variations of it first 
surfaced at clubs more than a half-century 
ago. But for local residents, Irvington is a 
lot more convenient.

Jazz groups began performing at MP 
Taverna last week on Saturdays and 
Sundays. Brunch is offered from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.   

Bloody Marys and Mimosas are served 
by the pitchers and are priced at $20. The 
menu reflects “a modern interpretation of 
traditional Greek tavern fare,” celebrity 
chef Michael Psilakis said. 

Typical menu offerings are:
 • Country “Cast Iron” Breakfast. Three 

baked eggs, Greek pork sausage, bacon, 
roasted  tomato, garlic, potatoes, grilled 
pita ($15).

 •  French Toast. Caramelized banana, 
walnut, maple ice cream ($14).

 • Poached Eggs Florentine à la Grecque. 
Spinach, cheese, bechamel ($14).

 •Fully Loaded Egg Souvlaki. Spicy 
Greek sausage, French fries, onions, feta 
cheese ($13).

   •Scrambled Eggs. French fries, feta 
cheese ($13).

  • Ricotta Pancakes. Caramelized apple, 
almonds, raisons, zabaglione ($12).

  •Yogurt, Fruit, Nuts and Honey ($10).
Other dishes 
(Many of the following are borrowed 

from the restaurant’s regular menu.)
  •  Salads. Grilled chicken salad, spicy 

prawn salad, chopped steak and sausage 
salad.

  •Sandwiches. Beef burger, bacon, 
feta and tomato, chicken, beef or pork 
souvlaki.

  •Meze. Meatballs, octopus, crispy 
calamari, trio of dips with pita, beef 
sliders.

 •Entrees. Grilled prawns, Greek paella, 
branzino, lamb shank, hanger steak.

Psilakis was the co-executive producer 
and co-star of BBC America’s overseas 
cooking TV competition series 
“No Kitchen Required,” which premiered 
in 2012. 

He has won awards from national 
publications, including best new chef 
from Food & Wine and chef of the year 
from Bon Appetit and Esquire. 

Psilakis opened MP Taverna in 2012. 
His restaurant group also owns Kefi on 
Manhattan’s upper East Side and Fishtag 
on the upper West Side. MP  Taverna has 
other locations in Roslyn, L.I. and Astoria, 
Queens. MP Taverna is located across 
the street from New York City bound side 
of Irvington’s Metro-North train station. 
It is located at 1 Bridge St. For more 
information, call 914-231-7854. 

MP Taverna in Irvington has begun a jazz brunch, a weekend tradition that has been popularized for 
decades in Manhattan.

JERRy EIMBINDER PHOTO

Fusilli Arrabbiata, available as a special at Amore in Armonk.

Mark Mazzotta (left) and his brother Joe. Many of  the 
ingredients used in their dishes at Amore are grown on the 
premises.
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Wednesday, Jan. 21
Noontime Getaway Concert. Scape 

Trio –  Nicole  Sharlow, violin,  Joseph 
Dermody, viola,  Adriana  Maria  Pera, 
cello.   The program includes string 
trios of Beethoven and Dohnanyi.  A 
30-minute free concert, 12:10 p.m., 
presented by Downtown Music at Grace. 
Grace Episcopal Church, corner of Main 
and Church Streets, White Plains. 

School Budget Forums. The White 
Plains Board of Education has announced 
the district’s 2015-16 budget planning 
schedule. The district is seeking broad 
input on the budget from the community, 
at two Budget Forums:  on  Wednesday, 
January 21st, and Wednesday, March 11th.  
Both are in the B-1 Room at White Plains 
High School, at 7:30 p.m. Additional 
meetings will take place in the community 
and any group or organization wishing 
to host such a meeting may contact 
the  Superintendent’s Office at 422-
2033. All residents are invited to attend 
these sessions, to participate in focused 
dialogue on spending efficiencies, areas 
of concern, budget priorities and creative 
ways to increase revenues.  A review of 
the district’s financial situation, the state’s 
and city’s financial constraints, and other 
issues relating to development of the 
budget will be presented. The district will 
also hold two Public Hearings:  the first 
on March 9, on the Preliminary Proposed 
Budget, and the second on May 11 on the 
Board of Education’s Adopted Proposed 
Budget.

Thursday, Jan. 22
Informational Coffee. The Junior 

League of Central Westchester (JLCW) 
invites women living or working in 
Eastchester, Greenburgh, Scarsdale 
and White Plains to its semi-annual 
“Recruiting Coffees” at historic Wayside 
Cottage on Thursday, January 22, 8pm 
and Friday, January 23, 9:30am. Joining 
the JLCW provides opportunities for 
volunteers to impact their community 
in a meaningful way and foster life-long 
friendships and professional relationships 
with fellow volunteers and members 
of the community in which they serve. 
RSVP to joinjlcw@gmail.com.

Friday, Jan. 23
Nurture Through Nature. Children 

explore the world of nature through 
a hands-on learning experience 
incorporating science, literacy, math, 
art, music and movement in this eight-
week session. For children two to four 
years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 10 to 11 a.m. Members: 
$280 per child. Non-members: $365 per 
child. Meets Fridays through March 20 
(except for Feb. 20). Pre-registration 
and pre-payment required. Info and pre-
registration: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

WeePaint. Children experience 
new textures, learn to be creative in a 
group setting and socialize with other 
children in this eight-week session. 
Dress to get messy! For children two 
to four years old; with a parent or 
caregiver. Greenburgh Nature Center, 
99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11:15 a.m. 
to noon or 12:30 to 1:15 p.m. Members: 
$144 per child. Non-members: $229 per 
child. Meets Fridays through March 20 
(except for Feb. 20). Pre-registration 
and pre-payment required. Info and pre-
registration: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Rock & Comedy Show at Garcia’s. 
A-Sides with Jon Chattman, an online 
music series that “airs” on Huffington 
Post and is hosted by the Mamaroneck 
personality and author, will hold a third 
anniversary concert at Garcia’s within 
The Capitol Theatre in Port Chester, 145 
Westchester Ave. at 8 p.m. The event will 
mix music and comedy with emerging 
artists including indie rockers Dreamers, 
Yonkers-based comedian Nore Davis, 
Tarrytown comic Simon Cadell, singer/
songwriter Port Chester’s Emily Angell, 
and White Plains Grunge Punk Rock 
duo The Noisy Tenants. Tickets, which 
can be purchased at  www.ticketfly.
com/purchase/event/749679, are $12 
in advance and $15 at the door. Some 
proceeds for the event will benefit the 
Music Conservatory of Westchester’s 
Scholarship Program. For more 
information, contact asidesmusic@gmail.
com.

Street Photography. Westchester 
Photographic Society will be providing its 
members and its guests with informative 
and stimulating lecture from our guest 
speaker Frank Muiltari. WPS welcomes 
all photographers, whether budding 
or professional, to become members. 
Mutual support for the enhancement of 

our craft is our specialty.  Westchester 
Photographic Society, WCC, Tech. Bldg., 
Rm. 107, 8pm.  No charge.  Guests are 
welcome 914-827-5353 www.WPSphoto.
org. 

Saturday, Jan. 24
Hike Around the Lake. A hike in the 

cold, crisp air to admire the beautiful lake 
in winter. Cranberry Lake Preserve, Old 
Orchard Street, North White Plains. 1 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-428-1005.

Music School Open House. Music 
Conservatory of Westchester is already 
gearing up for its exciting summer 
program by holding its first summer 
enrollment open house of the year 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  The not-for-
profit community music school will 
be enrolling students ages 5-11 for its 
popular Summer Music & Arts program, 
which has expanded to an eighth week 
to accommodate growing interest. The 
program, which has early arrival, half and 
extended day options, includes musical 
theatre, instrumental and composition 
classes, and art. Sign up early and save. 
The Conservatory is located at 216 Central 
Ave. in White Plains. Contact  914-761-
3900 or info@musiced.org for details. 

Whoo’s There Owl Prowl. This fun and 
informative program has you meeting 
owls up close, learning about their unique 
behaviors and hiking at night through the 
forest while looking and listening for our 
nocturnal neighbors. Bring flashlights. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 6:30 p.m. Members: 
$5 per person. Non-members: $8 per 
person. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

The Amazing Max  performs at 2 
p.m.  at the White Plains Performing 
Arts Center located on the third level of 
City Center off Mamaroneck Avenue in 
downtown White Plains. Tickets are $25 
premium (first 7 rows center) and $20 
(rest of the theatre).   Recommended for 
ages 3 and up. For tickets: visit the theatre 
box office  Monday-Friday (11am-6pm), 
purchase the tickets online at  www.
wppac.com  or call  914-328-1600. For 
Group Sales, please contactbarbara@
wppac.com.

“To Kill a Mockingbird.” The National 
Players’ stage a dramatic  production 
of Harper Lee’s award-winning novel. 
Westchester Community College’s 
Academic Arts Theater, 75 Grasslands 
Rd., Valhalla. 8 p.m. $22. Seniors, students 
and faculty/staff: $20. Children (under 

13): $16. Info and tickets: 914-606-6262 
or visit www.sunywcc.edu/SmartArts. 
Tickets are also available at the box office 
30 minutes before the performance.

Sunday, Jan. 25
Bare Bones. Discover how to read 

some “bone-a fide” animal bones. Get an 
up-close visit with some of our coolest 
predators and prey. Recommended 
for children five years old and up. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: $5 per 
person. Non-members: $8 per person. 
Info: 914-723-3470  or visit  www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Hudson Chorale: Glorious Colors of 
Chorus and Brass. Westchester’s largest 
chorus launches its 5th season with a 
concert featuring choral works composed 
based on the unique qualities of brass 
as accompaniment. Includes an eclectic 
collection featuring the incomparable 
nuance of choral singing and the human 
voice combined with the clear richness 
of a brass ensemble. Composers’ works 
featured include Giovanelli, Gabrieli 
and Schütz, Ralph Vaughan Williams’ 
“Antiphon,” “Missa in Sono Tubae” by 
Norwegian composer Trond Kverno and 
“An American Medley” by American 
superstar Stephen Paulus. Irvington 
High School, 40 N. Broadway, Irvington. 
3 p.m. Advanced Sales: $25. Door: $30.  
Premium reserved (advance only): $40. 
Students: $10. Premium reserved seats: 
Call 914-332-0133. Info and advanced 
sales: Call or visit www.hudsonchorale.
org.  

Downtown Music at Grace. Irregular 
Pearls REBEL Ensemble for Baroque 
Music. Hailed by The New York Times 
as “Sophisticated and Beguiling” and 
praised by the Los Angeles Times for 
their “astonishingly vital music-making,” 
REBEL has earned an impressive 
international reputation for virtuosic, 
highly expressive performances of the 
baroque and classical repertoire. Jörg 
Michael Schwarz and Karen Marie 
Marmer, violins; John Moran, baroque 
cello, and DongsokShin, harpsichord, 
will perform works by Telemann, 
Fux, Vivaldi, Gallo, Gabrieli, Fischer 
& Biber. Downtown Music a Grace 
concert 5 p.m. at Grace Episcopal 
Church, White Plains (corner of Main 
and Church streets); Adults $25, 
Seniors 65+ and students under 25, $20.
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 012015
adoption
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides fi-
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or confi-
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad. Financial security. 
Expenses paid.Call/text. Mary & Adam.1-
800-790-5260.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

autos
*CASH TODAY* We'll Buy Any Car (Any
Condition) + Free Same-Day Pick-Up. 
Best Cash Offer Guaranteed! Call For 
FREE Quote: 1-888-477-6314

CarEEr opportunitiEs
WELDING CAREERS- Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation, 
automotive, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. CALL AIM 855-
325-0399

domEstiC WorkErs
HIRE A HOUSEHOLD SERvICE PER-
SONNEL -Nannies, Sitters, Housekeep-
ers, Companions, Cooks, Chefs, Driv-
ers, Handyman, etc. for Homes, infants, 
adults, pets. Call 718-340-3995. www.
DanielAgencyUSA.com 

Farming
NEW YORK HUNTING LAND WANT-
ED! Earn thousands on your land by leas-
ing the hunting rights. Free evaluation & 
info packet. Liability coverage included. 
Bringing landowners & hunters together 
since 1999. Email: info@basecampleasing.
com Call: 866-309-1507 BaseCampLeas-
ing.com

HElp WantEd
HAIRSTYLIST/BARBER WANTED 
Experienced, with a following preferred. 
Katonah 914 232 5201 

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students  Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

in HomE pEt sitting
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-

chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 
9 Hobby St., Pleasantville.

lots & aCrEagE
BANK REPOED! 10 acres- $19,900! 
Awesome Mtn views, hardwoods, private 
bldg site, long rd frontage, utils!No liens 
or back taxes! Terms avail! Call 888-479-
3394 NOW!

ABANDONED FARM! 25 acres Trout 
Stream- $49,900. Beautiful acreage, views, 
woods, apple trees! Unadilla River Valley 
location! EZ terms! 888-905-8847 NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

musiCal mErCHandisE
TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD GUITARS!
1920's thru 1980's. Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins/Ban-
jos. 1-800-401-0440

proFEssional oFFiCE spaCE
MOUNT KISCO - Private office with 
shared waiting area.  In town, near train, 
parking, shopping, restaurants.  Rent in-
cludes A/C, heat, Wi-Fi and 24/7 access.  
Rents from $695.  Call Howie at (203) 
322-0909.

sporting EvEnts
ALBANY GUN SHOW- Empire State 
Plaza Convention Center- 450 Tables. 
BUY, SELL, TRADE. Sponsored by NYS 

Arms Collectors. Saturday, January 24th 
9-5, Sunday, January 25th 9-3

vaCation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics,† 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NJ: 1-800-488-4175

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s  
publication
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concussion. However, when you factor 
in the speedy sophomore Jorden Means, 
with junior guard Mario Neri and football 
quarterback Tyquell Fields; it is evident 
that Stepinac is a work in progress and 
they have not reached their full potential 
this season.

The Crusaders true capabilities were 
on display at the 12th Annual Big Apple 
Basketball High School Invitational, on 
Saturday, Jan. 17, at Baruch College. The 
BAB showcase pitted 18 teams competing 
against one another in a two- day event, 
on January 17 and 19. 

High school teams from the four 
boroughs of New York City, Westchester 
County, New Jersey, Connecticut, 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Washington D.C. and as 
far away as Ontario, Canada participated 
in the event.

The Big Apple High 
School Basketball 
Invitational has been 
organized for the past 
12 years by Big Apple 
Basketball President 
Jason Curry. The 
enormous success 
of the tournament 
over the past 12 years 
is due to Curry’s 
determination to bring 
some of the best high 
school basketball talent 
in the country to the 
BAB Invitational.

This year’s BAB 
Invitational talent 
included, Thon Maker, 
from Orangeville Prep, 
the number one junior 
in the United States 
and Canada. Omari 
Spellman, MacDuffie 
High School, the 
number 20 junior 
nationally, Tyus Battle, 

Gill St. Bernard, one of the top 
15 juniors in the country and 
our own Jordan Tucker from 
Stepinac, who is now ranked 
in the top 20 of  high school 
junior recruits in the U.S.

“Top to bottom in our 12 
years of existence, this year’s 
Invitational has the potential 
to be the strongest field that 
we ever had because in every 
game there is a top 100 or top 
50 player in the nation on a 
team,” commented Curry.

Stepinac was matched-up 
against Thurgood Marshall 
Academy (6-6, 4-3 PSAL) of 
the highly competitive Public 
School Athletic League (PSAL) 
Manhattan AA, to kick-off the 

tournament, on Saturday, at 12 p.m.
 It was a hard fought competitive game 

on both sides, with a big second quarter 
by Stepinac, which outscored Marshall 24-
13 to put the Crusaders over the top for a, 
70-65 win.

Marshall did not dress their showcase 
player Amarveer Singh, so it was Guerra 
and Tucker time in the first game of 
the BAB Invitational. Tucker, the 6’ 6” 
sophomore nearly had a double-double in 
the first half, while scoring 14 points and 
grabbing seven rebounds. Guerra had 11 
points by halftime, as the Crusaders led 
35-27. 

“Coming to New York City and playing 
at noon on Saturday is definitely a tough 
thing, but we came out with intensity, 
we got an early lead and maintained our 
tempo,” said Guerra.

Tucker and Guerra 
kept Stepinac in the 
game offensively, 
while scoring 47 
of the Crusaders 
70 points. Tucker 
drove, slashed and 
shot from every 
spot on the court. 
He ended the game 
with a double-
double of 25 points 
and 14 rebounds, 
with three assists 
and three steals. At 
the conclusion of 
the game, Tucker 
took home the Most 
Valuable Player of 
the Game Trophy 
and a scholarship 
offer to attend Seton 
Hall University.

“I never 
knew about this 
tournament, this 
was my first year 

hearing about it. I just wanted to come 
down here and play well. I was aware that 
many people knew who I was, so I just 
wanted to prove myself,” said Tucker.

Guerra finished the game with 23 
points, while shooting 6-of-12 from the 
field. Miller and Mirande “the enforcers” 
were very active in the game as well. 
Miller had six rebounds and Mirande had 
nine points, two assists and two steals.

Marshall’s sophomore Jalin Suber took 
home the Sportsmanship Award, while 
scoring 23 points and snatching seven 
steals. Guerra was presented an Academic 
Achievement Award by BAB, while 
recognizing his 95.5 grade point average. 
Marshall’s Bryan Assie was recognized 
with an Academic Achievement Award as 
well from BAB. 

EX AMINER SPORTS

The Stepinac High Basketball Team celebrates after beating Thurgood Marshall Academy, 70-65, in the 
12th Annual Big Apple Basketball High School Invitational, at Baruch College, in Manhattan, on Saturday.

ALBERT COquERAN PHOTOS

Academic Achievement Awards are designated by BAB President 
Jason Curry (center) as the most important awards presented at 
his Big Apple Basketball Invitational each year. Two of  this year’s 
winners were Bryan Assie of  Thurgood Marshall Academy (left) 
and Kylan Guerra from Stepinac High School. 

Crusaders guard Kobe Miranda dribbles around Marshall’s Bryan Assie in 
the Big Apple Basketball Invitational at Baruch College. Miranda made four 
of  his six shots in the game, while scoring nine points in the Stepinac, 70-65 
win.  

Stepinac sophomore Jorden Means (right) is 
future star for the Crusaders. Means displays his 
defensive skills against Marshall Academy of  the 
PSAL AA, at the Big Apple Basketball Invitational, 
at Baruch College on Saturday. 

Stepinac’s Jordan Tucker (center) was presented the Most Valuable 
Player of  the Game Award by Big Apple Basketball President Jason Curry 
(right) and Emily Pierslie (left), a representative of  sponsor Microsoft. 
Tucker scored 25 points and grabbed 14 rebounds in the Crusaders, 
70-65, win over Marshall.
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