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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

By Jon Craig
The latest round of global layoffs 

announced last week by Avon Products 
Inc., totaling 600 jobs worldwide, 
includes dozens of information 
technology and finance employees at 
Avon’s Rye facility on Midland Avenue.

Avon’s Chief Executive Officer Sheri 
McCoy has been trimming costs ever 
since she was hired in 2012 to restore 
profitability at one of the world’s largest 
direct, door-to-door cosmetics vendors. 
During the past three years, the company 
has confirmed 2,000 layoffs, or nearly 5 
percent of its 40,000-member workforce 
when McCoy took charge. 

Avon spokeswoman Jennifer Vargas 
could not confirm the exact number of 

workers affected in Westchester County, 
but said: “There was certainly an impact 
on our Rye facility. The facility’s not 
being closed or anything like that.”

Information technology jobs typically 
pay more than $100,000 a year in Rye, 
ranging from $90,000 to $150,000, 
according to figures provided by Avon 
employees. About 140 workers from 
the Rye facility were laid off last year. In 
1995, when 160 Avon employees were 
transferred from Manhattan to Rye, 
there were 300 data-processing workers 
employed in Westchester County.

Vargas said the latest layoffs at the Rye 
location would not exceed 100 people, 
but definitely number in the dozens. 

Greenburgh Residents Alarmed About Firearms  

continued on page 2

White Plains Grads Depart with Class Hat Act

By Jon Craig
Neighbors of a shooting range in 

Greenburgh are up in arms over a recent 
incident in which a resident of Ardsley 
Chase townhouses was struck by a 
suspected bullet fragment while in her 
back yard.

At the June 23 meeting of the 
Greenburgh Town Board, about 19 
residents called for tighter restrictions 
over the Westchester County Police 
Revolver & Rifle League or permanently 
shutting the local shooting range.

Operators voluntarily shut the six-
day-a-week practice facility down after 
the June 12 incident in which a Birch 

Hill Road resident was struck in the 
leg by a flat circular object about 4 p.m. 
Greenburgh Police detectives continue to 
investigate the possibility it was a bullet 
fragment, in cooperation with county, 
state and federal officials. Shooting 
range owners could not be reached for 
comment.

Residents are invited to voice their 
opinions about the shooting range 
during the next Town Board meeting at 
8 p.m. July 8.

On Monday, Greenburgh Supervisor 
Paul Feiner sent letters to Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, state Sen. Andrea Stewart 
Cousins and Assemblyman Tom Abinanti 

continued on page 2
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White Plains High School graduated 480 seniors at a commencement celebration at Westchester County Center, Thursday, June 26th. The WPHS Class of  2104 showed their strength in numbers and individuality 
with uniquely decorated caps, a first for the school. Hillary Millman Photo. See Page 7 for more Class of  2014 coverage.
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Greenburgh Residents Alarmed About Firearms

Avon Layoffs Ruffle Rye Cosmetic Workers

as well as Village of Ardsley officials to 
express his concerns about the lack of 
regulations over any shooting ranges, 
including the one at 693 Ardsley Road.

The  not-for-profit gun range, which 
is not affiliated with the police,  leases 
the Ardsley Road property  from Con 
Edison.  The shooting range is within 
striking distance of the Sprain Brook 
Parkway. “Gun shots could conceivably 
hit a motorist in the future,” Feiner said.

The shooting range also is close to 
Ardsley Middle School, school bus stops 
and a playground.

The victim was treated on June 12 for 
a small scratch by the Ardsley-Secor 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps. Operators 
of the Westchester County Police Revolver 
and Rifle League agreed to suspend all 
firearm operations at the range pending 
the outcome of the police investigation. 
Greenburgh detectives said they are 
working with the Westchester County 
Police Ballistics Unit, State Department 
of Environmental Conservation and U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

There are no state regulations of 
shooting ranges including the one in 

Greenburgh, which first opened during 
the 1940s. The range also is not required 
to provide security at the site.

“There are no state regulations 
prohibiting them from operating within 
shooting distance from a parkway or 
highway or within range of school bus 
stops, playgrounds (or) schools,” Feiner 
said, who is calling on elected officials to 
draft legislation regulating gun ranges.

Also, there are no required safety 
inspections of shooting ranges.

“Fortunately, the woman who was hit 
was not injured,” Feiner said. “But, if we 

aren’t proactive, it’s possible that someone 
could lose their life or be seriously injured 
in the future. New York State needs to 
regulate shooting ranges.” 

“This should not only be considered 
a local matter,” Feiner said. “The Sprain 
Parkway is a major New York State 
roadway.”

The Town Board is planning a  
site inspection of the Ardsley shooting 
range in the near future. “I welcome 
the participation of appropriate state 
officials when the inspection takes place,”  
Feiner said.

The job cuts, mostly from the corporate 
organization and the North American 
business, are expected to save $45 million 
to $50 million a year before taxes, the 
company said in a statement. 

About $40 million is expected to be 
reflected in the second quarter of this 
year. The “restructuring actions” are 
expected to result in annualized savings 
of about $50 million to $55 million before 
taxes as part of McCoy’s “cost savings 
initiative.”

McCoy has been cutting jobs and 
leaving markets as part of her plan to save 
$400 million by 2016. Avon is reviewing 
operations in smaller, underperforming 
markets that may be restructured or 

closed, the company said. 
“These steps are related to continued 

efforts to right size the cost structure, 
improve organizational effectiveness, 
streamline processes to gain efficiencies 
and reduce costs across the organization,” 
the company said.

Avon, which bills itself as “the company 
for women,” is a leading global beauty 
company with $10 billion in annual 
profits. As one of the world’s largest 
direct sellers, Avon is sold through more 
than 6 million active independent Avon 
sales representatives. Avon products are 
available in over 100 countries, and the 
product line includes color cosmetics, 
skincare, fragrance, and fashion and home 

products, featuring such well-recognized 
brand names as Avon Color, ANEW, 
Skin-So-Soft and Advance Techniques. 

The cosmetics company has posted 
net losses in five of the past six quarters. 
The value of Avon shares have fallen 15 
percent in the first six months of this year, 
valued at $14.63 on Monday, compared 
with an average 6.2 percent gain for 
Standard & Poor’s 500 Index.

Avon has been struggling for years to 
turn around its business in the United 
States and emerging markets. Its sales 
in Brazil now outpace those reported in 
the U.S. The company was marred by a 
federal bribery probe in China that began 
in 2008 and spread to other countries. In 
May, Avon announced it would pay $135 
million to settle the longstanding probe 
into whether it paid bribes in China and 
other foreign countries to gain favorable 
treatment. Avon said it would pay $68 
million to the Justice Department and 
$67 million to resolve its dispute with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission.

Avon has been losing business in 
North America for years, despite 
experiments in jewelry, clothing and 
online sales. Younger consumers are 
increasingly turning to cheaper cosmetic 
brands at supermarkets, drug stores and 
department stores, according to analysts. 

Meanwhile, Avon’s sales have picked up 
in developing countries where consumers 
have increased disposable income 
for “extras” like makeup, jewelry and 
children’s accessories and where door-
to-door selling has become a growth 
industry.
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By Pat Casey
The Westchester County Industrial 

Development Agency (IDA) met Thursday, 
June 26, approving tax incentives on three 
new development projects, representing a 
total of $83 million in private investment 
in the county.

County Executive Robert Astorino, 
the republican gubernatorial candidate 
for governor, spoke briefly at the 
beginning of the meeting thanking each 
of the developers for their interest and 
investment in Westchester County.

The smallest of the projects is the $6 
million complete renovation of the empty 
office building at 101 East Post Road 
in White Plains. The building, which 
formerly held offices for the Westchester 
County Court, is now owned by Post 
Road Associates, LLC. The address is 
located within the urban renewal area 
surrounding White Plains Hospital.

Paul Guillaro, president and CEO of 
White Plains-based Unicorn Contracting 
and general partner of Post Road 
Associates, LLC, was accompanied at the 
meeting by former judge William Wetzel, 
Corporation Counsel for Unicorn. The 
company has offices in the Bar Building 
on Main Street in White Plains and a sign 
on the door indicates former White Plains 
Mayor Joseph Delfino is also associated 
with the firm.

While he did not recuse himself from 
the discussion, for reasons of transparency, 
James Coleman, executive director of the 
Westchester IDA and Local Development 
Corporation, noted that “until a few 
months ago,” he had been employed by 
Unicorn Contracting.

Guillaro said the renovations were 
required to attract a quality tenant to 
the location, which has remained vacant 
for some time. The building was being 
designed with two alternative layouts to 
accommodate one large tenant, or single 
tenants on individual floors or multiple 
tenants on each floor.

According to discussion at the meeting, 

construction of the 50,000 square-foot 
building is expected to begin this fall 
and will be completed by spring 2015. 
Approximately 200 permanent jobs and 
50 construction jobs are projected.

Quality commercial tenants as well as 
high-paying jobs generated by the project 
would support the Mamaroneck Avenue 
retail and restaurant district, Guillaro 
noted.

The project will receive $329,250 in tax 
incentives through the IDA ($251,250 
in sales tax exemption and $78,000 in 
mortgage recording tax exemption).

The other two projects reviewed by the 
IDA included a Marriott Springhill Suites 
in the Village of Tuckahoe and a mixed-
used shopping, entertainment, hotel and 
housing complex in the Village of Dobbs 
Ferry. 

The Rivertowns Square commercial 
mixed-used complex, proposed by 
locally based Saber Dobbs Ferry, LLC, is 
a $52 million project, which will receive 
$1,609,402 million in tax incentives 
through the IDA ($1,062,180 in sales 
tax exemption, $547,222 in mortgage 
recording tax exemption). The project will 
create 660 full and part-time jobs and 475 
construction jobs.

The project is expected to revitalize 
17.7 acres located off the Saw Mill River 
Parkway at Lawrence Street, which 
have remained vacant since 2005. The 
development will include a specialty 
cinema, a Mrs. Green’s natural grocery 
market, an Ulta Cosmetics store, a 
Chipotle Mexican Grill restaurant, a 
Chop’t Creative Salads and The Learning 
Experience, a childcare facility. Seventy-
five percent of the commercial space is 
preleased. In addition, the development 

will include a 123-room Hilton Garden 
Inn and a 202-unit residential building. 
The project will utilize “green building” 
technologies, including the use of Energy 
Star rated equipment and materials made 

from recycled content or renewable 
sources where possible. Construction will 
begin in October and is expected to last 18 
to 24 months.

The Tuckahoe Marriott Springhill 
Suites, proposed by Eastchester-based 
Bilwin Development Affiliates, LLC, is 
a $25 million project, which will receive 
$1.4 million in tax incentives through the 
IDA ($1.2 million in sales tax exemption, 
$200,000 in mortgage recording tax 
exemption). The project will create 
80 permanent jobs (30 hotel and 50 
restaurant) and 200 construction jobs.

The 91,000 square-foot building will 
be located on 3.5 acres of land at 109-125 
Marbledale Road in Tuckahoe. The 163-
room facility will include 1,000 square-
feet of meeting space, a restaurant, an 
indoor pool, an indoor whirlpool, an 
exercise room, a business center, a gift 
shop and guest laundry room. The project 
will utilize “green building” technologies, 
including solar photovoltaic, geothermal 
heating and cooling, foam insulation, a 
green roof, rainwater retention and reuse 
and LED lighting. Construction will begin 
in November and the project is expected 
to take about one year.

William M. Mooney III, who was 
appointed by the County Executive as the 
new director of economic development 
for Westchester County, effective June 
23rd, was present at the meeting.

County IDA Grants Tax Incentives to East Post Road Developer

The building at 101 East Post Road, White Plains, stands empty.

Tickets for Sale On-line and at
The Village Bookstore 10 Washington Ave. Pleasantville

The Art of Wine 1 Cooley St. Pleasantville

The Pleasantville Music Festival
July 12, 2014

www.pleasantvillemusicfestival.com

Ian Hunter & The Rant Band
Amy Helm & The Handsome Strangers

Augustana • Scars on 45 • Grizfolk
Leroy Justice • Jessica Lynn • Ben Fuller
Spuyten Duyvil • Erin Hobson Compact

Blues Mothers • American Pin-Up
Stone Cold Fox

10th Annual PLEASANTVILLE

The Pleasantville Music Festival
July 12, 2014

Paul Guillaro, president and CEO of  White 
Plains-based Unicorn Contracting and general 
partner of  Post Road Associates, LLC, presents 
an architect’s rendering of  the proposed 
renovations for 101 East Post Road.

PAT CASEy PHOTOS
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Sunday, June 29th, White Plains 
Hospital painted the town pink as cancer 
survivors, nurses, doctors, administrators, 
and community members danced the 
morning away while filming a music 
video for the hospital’s video entry 
in the nationwide  Pink Glove Dance 
Competition for Breast Cancer.  

The theme was “There’s No Place Like 
Hope, and the video’s story borrows plot 
and characters from “The Wizard of Oz.” 
The main character in the video is Dorothy, 
a White Plains Hospital patient, who must 
find the courage, knowledge, and heart 
to beat the “Wicked Witch” – Dorothy’s 
cancer. 

The action follows Dorothy from her 
doctor’s office, to meeting Glinda the 
Good Witch (represented by the White 
Plains Hospital Community) and her 
three friends, Scarecrow, Tin Man, and 
Lion. Led by Glinda, they travel down the 
Pink Brick Road (on the Dickstein Cancer 
Pavilion plaza), where she meets everyone 

else from Oz. The ultimate message? The 
hospital community is there to support 
her – and show her, “there’s no place like 
hope.”  

In 2013, WPH was a runner-up, taking 
the prize for “Best Overall Story.” This year 
they’re pulling out all the stops in hopes of 
winning the $25,000 grand prize for the 
cancer charity of choice, Gilda’s Club of 
Westchester. 

The winner will be selected after a 
public voting period at  pinkglovedance.
com from Sept. 9 to 23, 2014. 

White Plains Hospital Makes Music Video for Breast Cancer Awareness

It’s all about you.

Excited about the Pleasantville Music Festival 
Saturday, July 12? We are. Great bands. Great times. In a 

great village. And PCTV is going to be there to cover it as 

always. Want a preview of this year’s artists? Watch 

Catching Up with Mayor Peter Scherer any 

day on PCTV at 8 am, 2 pm, or 8 pm to get a peek at who’s 

playing. Or watch online at pctv76.org. Be in the 

know before the show.

 
   

SEE THE BEST 
OF THE FEST 
(BEFORE ALL THE REST)

2014 SEASON
JUNE 10 – AUGUST 31

Tickets:
hvshakespeare.org 
845/265-9575 
Performing at Boscobel House and Gardens
Garrison, New York

Othello

Two Gentlemen 
of Verona

The Liar

The theme of  White Plain’s Hospital’s music video entry in the Pink Glove Dance Competition for Breast 
Cancer is “There’s No Place Like Hope.”

Scarecrow, Tin Man and Lion join Dorothy on the 
Pink Brick Road on the Dickstein Cancer Pavilion 
plaza.

Get in touch with the inner you!

Lucky Eye Jewels 
For Protection, Healing and Fashion

(888) 256-4404 • (212) 577-2206
(914) 835-7015

sales@newagebeginnings.com
www.newagebeginnings.com

TheArt 
 Astrologyof

One Free Reading

Julie
Parapsychologist, Reiki Master I & II
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By Jon Craig
A three-week investigation by 

Greenburgh Police resulted in the arrest 
of two suspects on multiple drug charges 
on June 24.

Arrested were Fahad Baluch, 35, of 
White Plains and Eugene Duplessis, 32, of 
Bedford Hills, according to police.

Members of the Greenburgh Street 
Crime Unit and Greenburgh Drug 
and Alcohol Task Force conducted the 
undercover probe into the sale of crystal 
methamphetamine and MDMA (also 
known as ecstasy or Molly) in the Town 

of Greenburgh and surrounding villages. 
Police said that over a three-week 

period, Baluch sold both of those drugs to 
an undercover police officer.

On June 24, a traffic stop was conducted 
on Baluch on Old Kensico Road and he 
was placed under arrest for Criminal Sale 
of a Controlled Substance and Aggravated 
Unlicensed Operation of a motor vehicle. 

Found inside Baruch’s car were 
undisclosed quantities of crystal 
methamphetamine, MDMA, cocaine and 

liquid GHB, a sleep-aid which requires a 
prescription.

Baluch was additionally charged with 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance 3rd, 4th, and 5th degrees. 

A search of an Alexander Motel room at 
542 Tarrytown Road (Route 119), which 
was rented by Baluch also was conducted. 

Inside the motel room, officers found the 
second suspect, Duplessis, in possession 
of a quantity of MDMA and a glass pipe 
containing crystal methamphetamine. 

Duplessis was arrested and charged 
with criminal possession of a controlled 
substance in the 7th degree. 

Baluch is being held on $5,000 
bail; Duplessis was released on his 
own recognizance, pending a future 
appearance in Greenburgh Town Court. 

Greenburgh Police Bust Suspects on Multiple Narcotics Charges

Fahad Baluch Eugene Duplessis
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TAKE OUT FOOD STORE 
FOR SALE

IN WHITE PLAINS
90 SQ. FT. with 4 tables inside. 
Great busy location near offices, 

residential buildings, etc. 
Long lease. 

Low priced for quick sale.
Can be converted  
to another store.

Call Peter after 2pm
917-542-1168

GOING OUT OF BUSINESS 
SALE

BUY NOW FOR THE BEST SELECTION 
OF HANDMADE PERSIAN RUGS 

SAMPLE OF SAVINGS
  REGULAR PRICE  SALE PRICE   AFTER 50% COUPON
5X8 ALLURE  $750  $300  $150
8X11  $1750  $700  $350    
10X14 PERSIAN   $7500  $3000  $1500 

RUGS & FLOORING
(914) 962-2222

S

Hrs: Mon-Sat 10-8pm • Sun 11-6pm

650 Lee Blvd-Inside Jefferson Valley Mall
1st fl oor Next to AT&T • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

NOW 
UP TO

On Entire Rug Inventory
70% 

BELOW
RETAIL PRICE

 WE SELL & INSTALL
• HARDWOOD
 • LAMINATE 
FLOORING 

• WALL TO WALL 
CARPETING 

• STAIRCASE 
RUNNERS

LAST WEEK!
NOW 
UP TO BELOW

RETAIL PRICE

On Entire Rug Inventory
70% 

We Sell and Install
•Hardwood •Laminate Flooring

•Wall to Wall Carpeting
•Staircase Runners

AVAILABLE SERVICES:
•HAND WASH

CLEANING OF AREA RUGS
• SANDING OF WOOD FLOORING

•WALL TO WALL
CARPET CLEANING & FLOOD DAMAGE

S
Visit our website at www.sabarugs.com • Hrs: Mon-Sat 10-8pm • Sun 11-6pm

RUGS & FLOORING
(914) 962-2222

650 Lee Blvd-Inside Jefferson Valley Mall • 1st fl oor Next to AT&T • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

15% 
OFF

EXTRA

EVERYTHING IN THE STORE
Must present coupon. Not valid with other 

offers or prior purchases. Exp. 8/17/12
SABA RUGS & FLOORING

914-962-2222

L I Q U I D AT I O N  S A L E !
WHOLESALERS & 

DESIGNERS 
WELCOME!

EXTRA

50 % 
OFF

EVERYTHING IN THE 
STORE

Must present coupon. 
Not valid with other 

offers or prior 
purchase. Expires 7/6/14

Saba Rugs & Flooring

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefi ts you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
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By Martin Wilbur
State Sen. George Latimer (D-Rye) has 

introduced two bills that will encourage 
the development of solar energy in New 
York and extend the brownfields cleanup 
program for another 10 years.

During the current session that is 
scheduled to conclude next week, Latimer 
has been gathering Senate support for The 
New York-Sun Act (S-7739). It already 
has been approved in the Democratic-
controlled Assembly.

The measure would include $1.5 billion 
in general budget funding in the next 

fiscal year’s budget to attract solar industry 
providers to the state. The incentive would 
be to make investment in New York for 
the industry more economically feasible 
while diversifying the types of energy 
available to consumers, Latimer said.

Having the public gain access to more 
energy sources, especially in summer 
during peak usage, should help lower 
prices, he said.

“The New York Sun Act attempts to 
make solar energy a bigger part of our 
energy stream,” Latimer said. “We hope 
to make it a much larger portion of the 

energy mix.”
The brownfields bill would bond $1 

billion to extend the current program of 
providing tax credits to property owners 
and developers through 2025. They would 
be able to apply for grants to clean up sites 
that could be redeveloped to help spur 
the state’s economy while cleaning up 
potentially hazardous sites, Latimer said.

In addition to the tax credits, the 
legislation would appropriate $100 
million for the state Superfund Program, 
which addresses even more serious 
environmental problems.

Without an extension, the current 

program will expire next March 31, 
Latimer said.

“Our environmental future depends 
in part on making solar energy a viable 
source of renewable energy,” Latimer said. 
“That future also pivots on our ability to 
clean up polluted sites, and turn them 
back into economically viable sites for 
development and growth. That’s why 
these two bills are so important.”

Latimer estimated that he has about 
one-third of the Senate’s support so 
far. In addition to the mainstream 
Democratic conference, there has also 
been support from the Independent 
Democratic Conference, a breakaway 
group of legislators who have worked with 
both sides of the aisle to find bipartisan 
solutions. 

The senator is hopeful that there will be 
a vote taken on both bills early next year.

Latimer Introduces Solar Energy, Brownfields Extension Bills in Senate

707 Nepperhan Ave. • Yonkers, NY 
24 Hr. Tel (914) 965-5395 •Fax (914) 965-9752

www.jfjfuel.com

• Heating Oil-Commerical & Residential • Diesel Fuel
• Full Oil Heating Service and Installations • Oil Tank Installation and Removal 

• Oil Tank Testing • Full Environmental Services
• Serving Westchester County and The Bronx

J.F.J. Fuel, Inc.

“We Deliver Comfort”

State Sen. George Latimer (D-Rye).
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By Pat Casey
White Plains High School 

graduated 480 seniors Thursday, 
June 26 at a commencement 
ceremony at Westchester 
County Center. 

Special congratulations to 
Class of 2014 Valedictorian 
Louisa Abbott and Salutatorian 
Rachel Okun.

New this year was a break 
from the traditional wearing of 
the cap and gown where every 
student receives their diploma 
wearing the same plain design 
and color. This year, Senior Class 
officers fought for and won the 
right for their fellow students 
to proudly display their unique 
identities by decorating the top 
of their caps with motivational 
statements, logos and colors 
most representative of their 
best experiences during high school 
or their goals for future years. Many of 
the decorated caps reflected the White 
Plains High School Tigers’ colors and 
pattern as well as the colors and themes 
of the colleges and universities these now 
graduated seniors will attend in the fall.

White Plains School District Board 
member Peter Bassano said he was 
most impressed: “They were really 
wonderful. All in good taste.”

WPHS teacher and Senior Class advisor 
Sara Hall told The White Plains Examiner 

that in the six or seven years she 
has been class advisor, this is 
the best group of students she 
has worked with.

It appears that the Class of 
2104 can claim many ‘firsts’ 
that will be enjoyed by classes 
to follow. The decorating of 
graduation caps is just the last 
of a series of new practices they 
developed.

“At first their request to 
decorate their caps was rejected 
by the school administration,” 
Hall said. But, they did not 
take ‘No” for an answer. They 
came back to make another 
presentation, advocated for 
themselves and won the 
administration over.”

The Class of 2014 also 
established Taco Tuesdays, 
set the record on fundraising 

activities, moved their prom to a new and 
better location and established the first 
Senior Class Barbeque, complete with live 
entertainment and a Mr. Softee truck.

As exemplified by the famous 
graduation quote from Dr. Seuss: “Oh the 
places you’ll go,” it seems the graduating 
class of 2014 will go far. Gook Luck to you 
all.

Graduation 2014
White Plains High School Graduates 480 Seniors at Commencement Ceremony

It takes 480 White Plains High School seniors to spell out 2014. 

Some of  the graduation cap designs made a 
personal statement.

Some of  the graduation cap designs represented 
Tigers victories.

PHOTO COURTESy OF WHITE PLAINS SCHOOL DISTRICT.

HILLARy MILLMAN PHOTO
HILLARy MILLMAN PHOTO

Harrison High School 
graduated 244 seniors at a 
commencement ceremony at 
SUNY Purchase, Friday, June 
27th. Speakers at the event 
included Class President Rula 
Abdul Samad, Coby Lefkowitz, 
peer selected student speaker and 
Danny DeBois, faculty selected 
speaker. Rula Abdul Samad and 
Jake Marino were also selected as 
Athletes of the Year.

The following graduates were 
members of the National Honor 
Society, several were also named 
as International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Candidates: Rula Abdul 
Samad, Benjamin Charles Adler, 
Alexandra Arpaia, Matthew Aaron 
Baker, Kylie Marie Barnes, Joseph 
David Barnett, Hannah Rose 
Bender, Justin Bergman, Paige 
Jordan, Brabant, Charlotte Emily 
Breslin, Emma Sofia Camillone, Samuel 
Colangelo, Kiersten Nicole, Colotti, 
Sarah Faith Crozier, Nicole Cuneo, Sarah 
J. Curtis, Alba Fiorenza Damaso, Erica 
Marie Dattero, Daniel DeBois, Kendra 

Anne Deschamps, Jennifer Drogin, 
Jessica Finkelstein, Amanda Friedman, 
Hallie Nicole Gersten, Aurelie Gillain, 
Aura Gomez-Tagle, Sarah Anne Greer, 
Amna Haider, Deven Andrew Jacobi, 
Aaron Stofan Kaplan, Clarissa Karantzis, 

Jake Tyler Korek, Alexis Ledesma, Coby 
Tyde Lefkowitz, Jenna Lynne Lefkowitz, 
Kyle Anne Lefkowitz, Trent James 
Lefkowitz, Ezra Marcus Lieblich, Liliane 
Margaret Lindsay, Victoria Rose Lovallo, 
Antonia Lovjer, Daniel Maldonado, 

Alexei A. Maslov, Halle 
Mastroberardino, Danielle 
Bryn Mehlman, Brandon 
Anthony Merluccio, 
Noah Ari Mittman, James 
Murabito, Ryan Thomas 
Nangle, Rana Nesheiwat, 
Julia Wan Fang Ng, Laura 
Gabriela Noejovich, 
Olivia Elise Pagano, 
John Christopher Pecini, 
Lucas Philip Pettinato, 
Felicia Marie Prignano, 
Alexandra Lauren Psaros, 
Zoe Rheingold, Zachary 
McDermott  Rian, 
Shannon Nicole Roman, 
Hunter Alexander Sable, 
Alexandra Sanchez, Brett 
Saviano, Zachary Smolev, 
Evann Haley Specht, 
Matthew Stein, Michael P. 
Stella, Jessica Tannenbaum, 

Deanna Tiso, Pasquale Alexander Tosto, 
John Paul Vize, and Brittany Nicole Wolfe.

Congratulations and gook luck to the 
entire Harrison High School Class of 
2014.

Harrison High School Graduated 244 Seniors at SUNY Purchase
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By Mary Ann Berry
“Confident Women, Compassionate 

Leaders”, the mantra of the Academy of 
Good Counsel High School, in White 
Plains, is exemplified by the recent 
scholastic achievements and community 
service by its students.

Following the recent class of 2014 
graduation, with many thousands 
of dollars in scholarship offerings, 
students are being recognized for their 
accomplishments during the recent 
academic year.  

Students from Eastchester, members of 
the CYO (Catholic Youth Organization) 
at Immaculate Conception Church, 
celebrated their compassion with the 
compassion of the Little Sisters of the Poor, 
an order of Bronx-based nuns devoted to 
the care of homeless and elderly, providing 
them with shelter and food.  

CYO members, Good Counsel students 
Clare DeGennaro, Emily Murray, Mary 
Grace Reisman and Samantha DeMichael, 
with their colleagues, raised $5, 000 for 
the sisters.  Parents assisted preparing 
meals and desserts. The event included 
service auctions and raffles. The theme 
of the event was Broadway Shows, 
with table decorations designed by the 
students, including “Mary Poppins” and 
“Little Shop of Horrors.”  Needless to say, 
the Sisters were seated at a table themed 
“Sister Act.” 

Expressing opinions on social issues, 
Mount Vernon’s Kelsey Durkin was 
awarded first place by the New York Bar 

Association’s Young Lawyers Section, 
creating a poster about views on gun 
violence.  Kelsey’s art teacher, Abbie 
DeLuca, encouraged her participation. 
She was awarded $300 and her name with 
appear on the bar association’s web page 
and their newsletter.  

Claire DeGennaro, President of the 
school’s National Honor Society, received 
a scholarship award from the White Plains 
Rotary Club for her submission of an 
essay on “Ethics and the Social Media.”  

Shrub Oak’s Theresa Fanelli has been 
accepted into the STAR Internship 
Program at Cornell New York Medical 
College. Successfully launching the 
first Math Olympiad for Women in 
Westchester County, she achieved the 
Girl Scout Gold Award (Comparable to 

the Eagle Boy Scout Award) for exposing 
young women to pursue their interests in 
male dominated fields such as engineering. 
Theresa also shared her perspective on the 
“Responsibility of a Catholic Citizen in a 
Free Society,” which won her first place 
in the Knights of Columbus regional 
competition. Her essay now goes to the 
state competition.

Recognition for outstanding leadership 
was given to Pauline Gilmore of Yorktown. 
The Capuchin Youth and Ministry Award 
was presented to her for organizing 
religious retreats for seventh and eighth 
grade students and for leadership in the 
Day by Day Agape (Greek word for love), 
meeting every weekend with mentors to 
plan retreat talks with a mentor.  

Giving Science its rightful recognition, 

Meena Johncutty of White Plains received 
Honorable Mention for the essay on 
Anaerolic Digestion, which in laymen’s 
language is converting food waste into 
bio-gas, creating a renewable energy 
source that can replace fossil fuels, which 
are being depleted in our eco-system. 
Meena’s science teacher, Christine 
Nykwest, mentored her throughout the 
project.  

Mary Grace Reisman received a $500 
scholarship from the Tuckahoe Knights 
of Columbus. Nominated and selected 
for her community service, Mary Grace 
is actively engaged in her local CYO and 
plays chamber music at the Concordia 
College Conservatory, where she serves 
as a lead counselor for students studying 
clarinet, guitar and piano.  

Also performing in the arts, Emily 
Buonocore participated in Archbishop 
Stepinac High School’s production of 
Mary Poppins, where she sang and 
danced in the performance.  She is a New 
Rochelle resident.  

Deirdre Raggo of White Plains and 
Caitlin Griffin of Yonkers spend hours 
on the Ebersole Ice Skating Rink in 
White Plains in addition to their intense 
academic studies at Good Counsel.  The 
two figure skaters are members of the 
White Plains Figure Skating Club, Ice 
Skating Institute and United Figure 
Skating Association. They have competed 
and won several events in Greenwich, 
Lake Placid, and Yonkers.

Good Counsel Students are Confident Women, Compassionate Leaders

Good Counsel Academy students Kelsey Durkin (left) of  Mount Vernon with Meena JohnCutty of  White 
Plains.

By Pat Casey
Since 1980, when the El Centro 

Hispano Scholarship program began 
over $310,150 has been awarded to 407 
high school seniors.

Every fall Hispanic bilingual high 
school students fill out an application 
and write an essay. In addition, the 
school they attend (most are White 
Plains High School students) provides 
a copy of their transcript. A grade point 
average of 3.0 or higher is required for 
consideration.

Once an application has been 
reviewed and accepted by El Centro 
Hispano staff, it moves to the 
Scholarship Committee, which is 
comprised of center staff, contributors 
and White Plains High School staff.

Students are awarded scholarship 
sums based on their essay and 
community participation as well as 
academic achievement.

In the beginning, scholarships of $50 
were awarded. Today the top winners 

receive $2,500. This year $30,000 was 
awarded to deserving students at a 
ceremony on June 22. El Centro Hispano 

thanks the generosity of the Lanza 
Foundation and others for making these 
scholarships possible.

This year’s award winners are: 
Melissa Guarin, $2,500; Christopher 
Guzman, $2,500; Paula Piedrahita, 
$2,500; Deysi  Alvarracin, $1,500; 
Madelyn Gallardo, $1,500  Elsa Villar 
Memorial  Scholarship; Christian 
Velazquez, $1,500  Elsa Villar  Memorial 
Scholarship; Andres Torres $1,500  Elsa 
Villar  Memorial Scholarship; Regina 
Reyes, $1,200 ($600 each year)  Mr. and 
Mrs. Schere Scholarship; Leslie Castro-
Tapia, $1,100; Josu Trevejo, $1,000; 
Miguel Rojas, $1,000; Fernanda Moscoso, 
$1,000  Idelisa Saiz Memorial; Jackeline 
Caceres, $1,000; Juan Sebastian Hoyos, 
$1,000; Shaina Hernandez, $1,000; Charlie 
Torres-Iglesia, $1,000; Jennifer Abreu, 
$1,000; Katherine Baldera, $1,000; Daniela 
Bautista, $1,000  Elsa Villar  Memorial 
Scholarship;  Gabriel Espinoza, $700; 
Bernarda DeOliveira, $700; Megan 
Caceres, $700; Lissette Gimenez Arce, 
$700; Michelle Palma, $700; Tomas 
Herold, $700.

El Centro Hispano Scholarship Winners 2014

Winners of  the 2014 El Centro Hispano Scholarships with center staff  and donors on the steps of  the center 
in White Plains.

ELVIS LOPEz PHOTO
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White Plains High School student Ty Ingram, a Senior in the school’s Science Research Program, was 
presented with the Edith G. Read Award  by the Federated Conservationists of  Westchester County for 
his research involving algae turf  scrubbrrs and wastewater treatment. The ceremony at the Kathryn 
W. Davis River Walk Center at Kingsland Point Park in Sleepy Hollow last week was attended by 
community leaders including White Plains Mayor Tom Roach. Ingram received a commendation from 
the City, a Green Seal Award from State Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins a Proclamation from County 
Executive Rob Astorino, and a Cittaion from the New york State Assembly, signed by Assemblyman 
David Buchwald and Assemblywoman Amy Paulin. Ingram is pictured with FCWC Board Member Jan 
Blaire.

Eight sophomores in the White Plains High School Science Research Program, won awards last month 
at the Westlake Science Fair held at Westlake High School in Thornwood. Approximately 280 research 
students from 21 high schools in Westchester County competed in various categories. Students were 
graded by three different judges and the average of  their rubric scores were calculated to determine 
the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners. All winners were presented with trophies. The following received 
awards in the categories shown: Meredith Abato, 3rd place Behavior I; Sarah Baker, 2nd place 
Behavior I; Amanda Grant, 2nd place Behavior III; Alexandra Kohl, 3rd place Medicine & Health/
Microbiology IV; Miryam Matute, 2nd place Behavior IV; Bridgit O’Donnell, 1st place Environmental 
Science III; Rose Reiken, 2nd place Behavior V; Esther Ritchin, 3rd place Behavior V. The Science 
Research Program is taught by Kimberly Fleming.  Science Coordinator for the school district is 
Margaret Doty. Pictured rom left to right: Meredith Abato, Alexandra Kohl, Bridgit O’Donnell, Rose 
Reiken, Amanda Grant, Esther Ritchin, Sarah Baker, Miryam Matute.

White Plains Science Student Honored White Plains High School Science Award Winners

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Got a Diploma?
Get it Framed at 

Somers Custom Framing

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

White Plains High School Honors  
189 Students for Community Service

The White Plains High School 
Community Service Program honored 
189 students for their commitment to 
volunteer work in the community at a 
special breakfast I late May. 

Students received a Bronze Certificate in 
recognition of 60 hours of service during 
their high school years, a Silver Certificate 
for 181 hours and the following students 

received Gold Certificates for 301-plus 
hours of service: Louisa Abbott, Elizabeth 
Aguilar, Jacob Brady, Leslie Castro-
Tapia, Victoria Cignarella, Kristen Dever, 
Angelica Dilorio, Ashley Elliott, Brittanie 
Etienne, Anthony Fante, Justin George, 
Dawn Giuliana, Brian Gomez, Amanda 
Grant, Karla Greto, Shaina Hernandez, 
Raina Kadavil, Mari Martinez, Jeney 
Mathew, Judie, Mendoza, Rachel Okun, 

Amanda Perry, Richard Rickey, Bryan 
Suqui, Charles Torres, Vanessa Verde, 
Angelina Woltmann.

In addition, special recognition was 
given to Seniors Victoria Cignarella, 
Angelica Delorio, Ashley Elliott, Brittanie 
Etienne, Shaina Hernandez, Mari 
Martinez, Richard Rickey, Charlie Torres, 
Junior Raina Kadavil and Sophomores 

Brian Gomez and Jeney 
Mathew for outstanding 
service of more than 480 
hours during their high 
school careers.                                                             

Community Service 
is not a graduation 
requirement at White Plains 
High School but for more 
than 20 years this Program 
has granted service credit 
to students volunteering in 
the community.  Each year 
there has been a significant 
increase in the number 

of White Plains High School students 
involved in the Community Volunteer 
Program.  Currently approximately 
25 percent of the entire student body 
is enrolled in the Community Service 
Program.  Many WPHS students have 
been awarded major scholarships from 
local civic organizations that consider 
volunteer experience an important 
criterion for selection.

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com
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By Pat Casey
June 25th marked the 119th anniversary 

of the laying of the cornerstone of The 
Chapel of the Divine Compassion in 
White Plains.

An article in the June 23, 1895 edition 
of The New York Times described the 
groundbreaking ceremony and the 
building of the chapel as an important 
event at the time. “The cornerstone of a 
handsome chapel, to be built by the Sisters 
of the Divine Compassion to the memory 
of Mgr. Preston, founder of their order, 
will be laid with imposing ceremonies by 
Archbishop Corrigan. It will be on Good 
Counsel Farm, Broadway, and a general 
invitation to be present is extended to the 
people of the village and its vicinity,” the 
article said.

It went on to describe the chapel as “a 
valuable addition to the architecture of 
the County seat, and to its most beautiful 
and attractive thoroughfare - Broadway.”

A special train was scheduled to leave 
Grand Central Station in New York on the 
Harlem line to bring the archbishop and 
guests to the auspicious event, The New 
York Times article said. 

Archbishop Corrigan administered 
the Catholic sacrament of Confirmation 
to several of the girls living on the Good 
Counsel Farm before the cornerstone 
ceremony.

Today, the chapel still sits on the same 

hallowed ground, chosen by its designer 
Mother Mary Veronica, formerly Mary 
Caroline Dannat Starr, the wife of a New 
York City industrialist, and several of the 
original Sisters of the order she founded 
– The Sisters of the Divine Compassion.

Letters written by the Foundress and 
published in a biographical book about 
her life, “The Fruit of His Compassion” by 
Sister Mary Teresa, RDC, copyright 1962, 
Pageant Press Inc., New York, describe the 
moments when standing on the hill under 
a grove of trees, the inspiration struck her 
to build a chapel to house the remains 
of her spiritual mentor and co-founder 
of the religious order Mgr. Preston. She 
wrote that she was quite moved as well to 

dedicate the spot as the final resting place 
for herself and other Sisters following in 
the order.

The property on which the chapel stands 
was originally the site of the Prudhomme 
house that became the first convent for 
the Sisters in White Plains. To make room 

for the chapel, the house was moved to 
the back of the property and later became 
Our Lady of Good Counsel Academy 
Elementary School. The elementary 
school continues to use classrooms in the 
historical building today.

Mary Mother Veronica, was a woman 
of the word, highly educated, well traveled 
and with an inheritance of her own that 
allowed her to carry forth her vision.

The chapel, which cost $50,000 to 
construct, was built in the early Gothic 
style of architecture with uncut grey stone 
and a roof of red slate, patterned after the 
Church of St. Charles Borremeo, Milan, 
Italy. It was built in the form of a cross 
with a large clock tower on the south side, 
including bells that continue to ring today.

Inside the building, artwork in the 
form of paintings and sculpture, created 
specifically for the chapel and the Sisters 
of the order tell not only the story of their 
religion but of their order as well. Stained 
glass windows, developed by an apprentice 
of Tiffany, adorn the sidewalls and upper 
gallery. The altar is breathtaking with 
a statue of the risen Christ welcoming 
visitors with outstretched arms. The 
acoustics developed to enhance music 
of the human voice as well as traditional 
instruments, continues to enthrall 
concertgoers as well as musicians who 
use the space to listen to their music in its 
most pure form. The crypt, below ground, 
though it is smaller in size, is similar to 
those found in the cathedrals of Europe.

Mother Mary Veronica was a 
renaissance woman of her time. Using 
the tools given to her by her social status, 
she created a school and home for young 
women and girls to take them off the 
streets and empower them with the tools 
they needed to live productive lives. That 
mission continues today on the campus 
through the order’s various ministries and 
the students who pass through, graduating 
with not only a solid education, but also 
with a deep sense of compassion for the 
world in which they live.

The Sisters of the Divine Compassion 
will celebrate the 145th anniversary of 
their founding mission in 2015.

The Good Counsel Complex, A Fixture in White Plains History
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The Chapel of  the Divine Compassion on the Good Counsel campus at 52 North Broadway, White Plains.

A plague from the White Plains Historical Society 
at the Meditation Garden outside the Chapel 
of  the Divine Compassion reads: “The Good 
Counsel Complex listed on the State Register 
of  Historic Places, January 14, 1997 and 
the National register of  Historic Places, April 
25, 1997 in recognition of  its Significance 
in American History and Culture. Eleven 
buildings stand as a monument to the vision, 
inspiration and commitment of  Mother Mary 
Veronica, an outstanding 19th century religious 
leader. Foundress of  the Sisters of  the Divine 
Compassion and designer of  the Chapel, Convent 
and High School buildings on this site…”
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local Summer Fun

Last year, Mayor Roach received a letter 
from long time White Plains resident 
Karen Hanley suggesting that the city 
bring Shakespeare in the Park to White 
Plains. A summertime tradition that 
is enjoyed all over the world could be 
enjoyed here in White Plains. 

After meeting with Lou Ursone of 
Curtain Call Productions, the City 
identified Turnure Park off Lake Street 
as offering the right setting for such a 
production, and on Tuesday evening, 
July 15th and Wednesday, July 16th at 7 
p.m. (rain date July 17th) Curtain Call’s 
production of William Shakespeare’s 
comedy “Twelfth Night” will take place 
on the Great Lawn of Turnure Park. 
The performance is free and open to the 
public.

ArtsWestchester agreed to be the 
primary sponsor with Peckham Industries, 
Stop and Shop, NY Presbyterian Hospital 
and the White Plains Public Library also 

contributing.  
The story: “Twelfth Night” takes place in 

the kingdom of Illyria and centers around 
a nobleman named Orsino who is pining 
away for the love of Lady Olivia. Orsino 

cannot have her because 
she is in mourning for her 
dead brother and refuses to 
entertain any proposals of 
marriage. Meanwhile, off the 
coast, a storm has caused a 
terrible shipwreck. A young, 
aristocratic-born woman 
named Viola is swept onto 
the Illyrian shore. Finding 
herself alone in a strange 
land, she assumes that her 
twin brother, Sebastian, has 
been drowned in the wreck, 
and tries to figure out what 
sort of work she can do. She 
decides to disguise herself 
as a man, taking on the 

name of Cesario, and goes to work in 
the household of Duke Orsino. Viola 
(disguised as Cesario) quickly becomes 
a favorite of Orsino, who makes Cesario 
his page. Viola finds herself falling in love 

with Orsino—a difficult love to pursue, 
as Orsino believes her to be a man. But 
when Orsino sends Cesario to deliver 
Orsino’s love messages to the disdainful 
Olivia, Olivia herself falls for the beautiful 
young Cesario, believing her to be a man. 
The love triangle is complete: Viola loves 
Orsino, Orsino loves Olivia, and Olivia 
loves Cesario—and everyone is miserable.

Picnicking is encouraged at the Turnure 
Park production. Residents should bring 
blankets and lawn chairs, and settle in for 
what is sure to be a thoroughly enjoyable 
evening. 

Curtain Call has been producing 
live theater for nearly 40 years at their 
home base, Sterling Farms, in Stamford, 
Connecticut. Each year they produce 
10 to 12 full scale productions. Their 
summer Shakespeare program is now in 
its 11th season. 

For more information visit www.
curtaincallinc.com. 

White Plains residents are invited 
to splash and swim the summer away 
at the Gardella and Kitrell Park Pools. 
The swim season officially began on 
Friday, June 27 with both pools open 
daily from noon to 6:30 p.m. Late nights 
will be held at each pool once a week: 
Kittrell Park Pool will be open until 7:30 
p.m. every Wednesday and Gardella 
Park Pool will be open until 7:30 p.m. 
every Thursday. Gardella Pool is located 
on Ferris Avenue and Kitrell Pool is 
located on Fisher Avenue. 

A White Plains Recreation I.D. card is 
required for admittance to both pools. 
The swim season will end on  Sunday, 
August 31. 

Recreation I.D. cards may be 
obtained at the Recreation & Parks 
Department, located at 85 Gedney Way. 
For additional information about the 
City’s pool facilities or Recreation I.D. 
cards, please call the Recreation Office 
at 914.422.1336.

White Plains’ Turnure Park Welcomes Professional Outdoor Shakespeare Production

White Plains Pools  
are Open for the Season

	  

Fireworks shows at Playland Park in 
Rye start off with a bang, with shows 
choreographed to music held every 
Wednesday and Friday night throughout 
July and August at 9:15 p.m. The shows 
begin July 2 and run through August 
29. Admission is free for Westchester 
residents, and parking is $5 on both 
nights, $1 for senior citizens. 

As a salute to Independence Day, 
special holiday fireworks accompanied 
by a great patriotic score, will also be held 
on Thursday and Friday, July 3 and 4, 
beginning at 9:30 p.m. each night on the 
pier. Parking is $5 on July 3 and $10 on 
July 4. On July 3, there is also a $15 Night 
Rides Admission Special from 5 p.m. until 
close.

The annual Kensico Dam Music Fest and 
Fireworks will be held on Thursday, July 3, 
at the Kensico Dam Plaza in Valhalla. The 

event will feature entertainment beginning 
at 5 p.m., followed by a concert with great 
patriotic music by the Stolen Moments 
Band at 8 p.m., climaxed by a magnificent 
fireworks display at approximately 9:15 
p.m. Admission and parking are free, but 
carpooling is strongly advised. 

For more information about Playland, 
go to RyePlayland.org or call 914-813-
7010. For more information about the 
Music Fest, go to parks.westchestergov.

See Fireworks at Playland this Summer

Marc and Dylan Lucasey, twins going into fifth 
grade at Springhurst Elementary School in 
Dobbs Ferry, were among the hundreds of  
children who enjoyed opening day at Massaro 
Park in Elmsford on Sunday.Their father, Joseph, 
works for the Town of  Greenburgh Parks and 
Recreation Department. But the boys tagged 
along to enjoy the festivities including free hot 
dogs from the grill. 

Greenburgh Parks and Recreation employees David 
Hill, left, and Marshall Jones (in orange shirt) were 
among the town and county parks workers helping 
make opening day at Massaro Park & Pool a fun 
one. Hot dogs and hamburgers were served to town 
residents at no charge.

Fun at the Massaro Park Pool on opening day.
JON CRAIG PHOTOS

The town pool opened at Massaro 
Park in Elmsford  on Sunday, June 
29th. It is a Greenburgh Town pool, 
though some county parks people were 
involved in the opening celebration, 
serving up free hamburgers and hot 
dogs.

While the pool offers cooling relief 
on a hot summer’s day, a splash pad for 
the park is on the list of Greenburgh 
capital projects for the future.

Greenburgh Town 
Pool at Massaro Park 

Opens with a BBQ

Swing and sway to the romantic music 
of the Big Band era played against the 
backdrop of moonlight streaming across 
Long Island Sound when the Milt Gerver 
Orchestra performs on Fridays, July 11, 
18, 25 and August 1 on the boardwalk at 
Playland Park in Rye. Rain date is August 
8.

From 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. each week, Milt 
and his orchestra will evoke the nostalgic 
music of the immortal bandleaders of 
the 1930s and ‘40s like Glen Miller and 
Tommy Dorsey, accompanied by his 
professional vocalists. Jive to the lively “In 
the Mood,” waltz to the beautiful strains 
of “Moonlight Serenade,” or just sit back 
and enjoy the music and moonlight.

As an added bonus, you can watch the 
weekly fireworks display at 9:15 p.m.

Admission to the Big Band 
performances on the boardwalk is free. 
Seating is limited; visitors can bring 
folding chairs. Parking is $5 on Friday 
evening, $1 for senior citizens with a 
Westchester County Park Pass. Use the 
poolside parking entrance.

Big Band Era Dancing in the 
Moonlight at Playland Park
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Maria Tassone
Maria Tassone, a White Plains resident, 

passed away June 27 at the age of 79. 
Maria was born on July 15, 1934 in St. 
Vito, Calabria Italy to the late Vincenzo 
and Rosaria (Piacente) Ciraco. Maria was 
married to her late Husband Giovanni 
Tassone on December 8, 1956 in St. 
Vito Italy. Giovanni predeceased her on 
November 1, 1999. Maria and Giovanni 
immigrated with their children in June 
of 1970 and settled in White Plains 
(Greenburgh) for 44 years. Maria worked 
for 30 years at Corham Flowers (Petals) in 
White Plains as a floral arranger. 

Maria is survived by her children 
Elisabetta (Ennio) Ranallo of Valhalla, 
Rosalba (Robert) Bohlmann of Mahopac 
and Vito (Carmela)Tassone of West 
Harrison; her grandchildren Gabriela 
( Richard) Murden, Luciano and Erica 
Ranallo, Marisa and Amanda Bohlmann 
and John, Annalysa and Sarina Tassone; 
her Brothers Giuseppe Ciraco of White 
Plains and Francesco Ciraco of Florida; 
and many nieces and nephews and 
cousins. Maria is predeceased by her 
brother Vito Ciraco. The funeral Mass 
will be Tuesday at 10 a.m. at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Church. The entombment 
will follow at Ferncliff Cemetery. 

Sr. Miriam Moran
Sr. Miriam Moran, RDC, (formerly 

known as Sr. Mary Charles), a Sister of the 
Divine Compassion, died peacefully on 
June 26.

Sr. Miriam was born in White Plains, 
NY in 1922, the daughter of Martin 
and Ellen Brown Moran. She attended 
St. John’s Elementary School and Good 
Counsel High School. Sister received her 
BA from Good Counsel College, an MA 
from Fordham University and a Ph.D. 
in History from Fordham University. 
In her years in academia Sister served 
as Academic Dean and Professor of 
History at Good Counsel College, Vice 
President for Enrollment at the College 
of White Plains and Pace University. 
After her retirement from these positions, 
she served in many capacities for the 
congregation.

Sister Miriam is survived by her Sisters 
of the Divine Compassion, her dear 
cousin, Msgr. Daniel Flynn and longtime 
friend, Estelle Bradley. 

Memorial donations may be sent to 

the Sisters of the Divine Compassion, 52 
North Broadway, White Plains, NY 10603.

Anna D’Antona
Anna C. D’Antona, a Port Charlotte, 

Florida resident and former W. Harrison 
resident, died June 23 at the age of 80. She 
was born July 24, 1933 in Italy to the late 
Pasquale and Eleanor DiMarino. 

On January 6, 1952 Anna married 
Gaetano D’Antona. He predeceased her 
in 2013. 

For over 20 years Anna worked for 
Pepsico in Purchase.

She is survived by her children; Nicolina 
(Darrell) Patterson of Port Charlotte, 
Fl., Vito D’Antona of W. Harrison and 
Pasquale (Stanka) D’Antona of Mahopac. 
She is also survived by her brothers, Vito 
and Nick and sisters, Josephine and Rosa, 
and 4 grandchildren.

Mass of Christian Burial was Monday 
at St. Anthony of Padua Church with 
entombment at Mt. Calvary Cemetery.

Maria Zambrano
Maria (Gina) Zambrano died on 

June 28th. She was born on April 16, 
1936 in Siano-Salerno, Italy and came 
to the United States in 1964. She is 
survived by her husband of 54 years, 
Frank Zambrano, and children Jennifer 
DiChiara (Tito), Rocco Zambrano 
(Silvana), Nick Zambrano (Christine), 
Annamaria Valentin (Raymond); and 
grandchildren Robert, Rebecca, Briana, 
Frank, Victoria, Elizabeth, Madelyn and 
Abigail. Maria was a parishioner of Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel Church in Elmsford. 
Mass of Christian burial to be held at Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel Church on Tuesday 
July 1st at 10 a.m. Entombment to follow 
at Ferncliff Cemetery. 

Karen Ann DeGuisto
Karen Ann DeGuisto, 39, of West 

Harrison, died June 25. She was born 
on January 30th, 1975 in New Rochelle. 
Karen is survived by her loving mother Jill 
DeGuisto and her two sisters: Christine 
DeGuisto (Joseph Lemm) and Kimberly 
Arnette (Travis Arnette) along with her 
nieces Brooke and Taylor, and nephews 
Ryan and Travis Jr. Kari was loved by 
her many cousins, aunts, uncles, friends 
and devoted lifetime family friend David 
Palombo. Donations may be made In 
Loving Memory of Karen to Jansen 
Hospice & Palliative Care, 670 Post Road, 

Scarsdale, NY 10583.

Jonathan Grant Burgess
Jonathan Grant Burgess, age 66 

of Albion, Michigan, passed away 
unexpectedly on Tuesday, June 3 at his 
residence. He was born in White Plains. 
Mr. Burgess was an Albion High School 
graduate and then went on to receive 
his bachelor’s degree from Randolph-
Macon College. He had a wide variety 
of occupations and he retired as an 
ASE Certified Mechanic. Jon enjoyed 
the outdoors and when his children 
were younger he would take them on 
adventurous fishing trips to Belize. 

He is survived by his son, Jesse Burgess 
of Falls Church, Virginia, daughter Jerusha 
Burgess of Madrid, Spain, grandchildren 
Olivia and Belinda Vivar Burgess, his 
father Price Burgess of Albion, sisters 
Deborah Burgess of Portland, Oregon, 
Abigail McMillan of Albion and Dr. Sarah 
Burgess of Eau Claire, Wisconsin and 
his brother Joel Burgess of Manchester, 
Connecticut.

Jon was preceded in death by his 
mother, Barbara Burgess. 

A Graveside Service will be held 
Saturday, July 12, at 11a.m. at Riverside 
Cemetery, 1301 S. Superior Street, Albion, 
Michigan 49224 with Father Evangelos 
Pepps of Holy Ascension Orthodox 
Church officiating. Immediately following 
there will be a memorial service at Holy 
Ascension Orthodox Church,10 Austin 
Ave., Albion, Michigan 49224.

In lieu of flowers please make Memorial 
Contributions to American Heart 
Association.

When you look at the young people of 
our community, it is so very encouraging 
to see how inspired and driven many 
have become. At White Plains High 
School and in surrounding communities, 
educators have commented on the fact 
that the Class of 2014 has outdone the 
classes before them in their fundraising 
and community oriented efforts. They 
have also been called “determined” 
and “driven,” seeking to go beyond the 

immediate call to what might lie beyond. 
In doing so they set the bar for those 
who follow behind them.

In this age of innovation with an 
educational focus on Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics, with a 
spin toward social media and advanced 
computer and communications science 
a part of everyday life, it is so inspiring 
to see the effort and personal care 
taken by those students at White Plains 

High School who chose to adorn their 
graduation caps with mementos of their 
school years.

The crafting is well done, the 
expressions admirable and the effort to 
ensure they had the right to express their 
uniqueness, very gratifying to see.

Good luck to you all and best wishes 
along the way. May these be just the 
beginning of your happy and productive 
years.

Congratulations to the Graduating Class of 2014

Obituaries

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 

to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 

withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. Please 
refrain  from personal attacks.  

Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. 

The White Plains Examiner 
requires that all letter writers 

provide their name, address and 
contact information. 

Letters Policy

 To advertise in 
The White Plains Examiner,  
call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

advertising@theexaminernews.com

PO Box 611, Mount Kisco, NY 10549
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Greenburgh Police Department
Theft of Services: On June 9, Nfn 

Phubu, 53, called police to 308 Knollwood 
Road at Tarrytown Road in White Plains 
to report that a customer he’d picked up 
in his taxi at Grand Central Station and 
driven to the White Plains Post Office 
skipped out without paying him for the 
ride. Phubu reported that the man directed 
him to the post office where he expected 
to find his Social Security check. The man 
went into the post office but came out 
without the check, saying that he would 
have to go to the Social Security office at 
297 Knollwood Road to find out where his 
check was. Phubu drove him to the Social 
Security office where the man learned that 
his check would not be available until the 
following week. He then asked Phubu to 
take him back to the post office and Phubu 
complied. On the way to the post office, 
the man jumped out of the cab and ran 
east on Route 119, near the intersection 
of Knollwood Road. A search of the area 
did not turn up the man. In a follow-up 
visit to the Social Security office, police 
learned from a supervisor that the suspect 
is known to them, but they couldn’t 
divulge his personal information without 
a written request. 

Counterfeit bill: A family shopping at 
the Sam’s Club at 333 Saw Mill River Road 
in Elmsford became unwitting victims 
of a counterfeiter on June 9. Police were 
called to the store by a cashier who said 
a member of the unnamed family had 
given her a fake $100 bill. Johnson told 
police that the bill felt “different” and 
that the money counting machine used 
at the register had rejected the bill. The 
man who tried to use the counterfeit bill 
told police that his family owns an Italian 
restaurant and that he may have received 
the bill during a transaction there. Police 
confiscated the bill and placed it into 
evidence. 

Grand Larceny: An unknown 
person stole a van belonging to Felipe 
Hernandez, 39, while it was parked in 
front of 17 Yosemite Ave. in White Plains. 
Hernandez reported to police on June 9, 
that he’d left the keys to the van in the cup 
holder next to the driver’s seat. He parked 
the van at 10:30 a.m. and returned at 1:30 
p.m. to find it gone. A police license plate 
tracking system was able to detect the van 
at the Ashburton Avenue exit in Yonkers 
at 12:30 p.m. and again at 1 p.m. in Mount 
Vernon. Greenburgh police notified the 
Mount Vernon police to ask for a canvass 
for the van.

Identity Theft: On June 9, police 
responded to a call from Ethel Williams, 
57, at Five Tomahawk Drive in White 
Plains in answer to a report of identity 
theft. Williams told police that she had 
received a federal tax refund in the form of 
a cashier’s check from Citizens Bank, out 

of the blue. The check for $4,562.77 was 
made out to her and to a person unknown 
to her, listed as “Glenn Fogarty.” Williams 
told police that she knows no one by that 
name nor does anyone with that name live 
at her residence. The check was dated June 
3. Williams’ employer, the Greenburgh 
Central School District, recently informed 
her that due to an IRS debt of $3,000, her 
wages might be garnished. A call to the 
IRS revealed that her tax returns for both 
2012 and 2013 had been rejected for an 
unknown reason. She used Turbo Tax to 
file both times and said that her personal 
information had perhaps been stolen from 
that company. Police advised Williams to 
contact Citizens Bank, the Experian credit 
bureau and her own bank to see if there 
had been any other suspicious activity 
related to her accounts. 

Suspicious Activity: On June 9, 
Neshele Senior, 23, of 7 Montana Place in 
White Plains came to Greenburgh Police 
Headquarters to report a series of events 
that played out from May 27 to May 30. 
Senior told police that on May 27, she 
got a phone call from a college friend 
named Mandel Dawkins telling her that 
he knew of a quick way to get a personal 
loan with just a debit card PIN and her 
online banking information. Neshele met 
with Dawkins, who assured her that there 
was nothing illegal about this supposed 
method of procuring a personal loan. 
Later that day, Senior began to notice 
transactions on her account including a 
personal check made out to her from a 
Candace J. Cooper of Brooklyn, for $3,400. 
That same day she saw another check to 
her from a Jamel Shim for $3,000. Shortly 
after these deposits, she saw several 
withdrawals made from her account from 
Brooklyn and Atlantic City. On June 3, 
Senior received a letter in the mail saying 
that one of the checks had bounced and 
that she was liable for all of the money 
taken out of the account, a total of $8,840. 
Senior told police that she was making the 
report because she wanted to document 
that she had not stolen the money and had 
no prior knowledge of Dawkins’ apparent 
plans to use her banking information for 
illicit gains. 

Petit Larceny: An unlocked vehicle led 
to the theft of a Norelco Beard Trimmer 
sometime between June 9 and June 10, 
according to a police report filed by Said 
Mohamed, 64, of 290 Tarrytown Road 
in White Plains. About 11:00 p.m. on 
June 9, Mohamed said he heard his car 
alarm go off but didn’t see anyone when 
he looked out his window to investigate. 
The next morning, he found a few of his 
items strewn around the interior of his 
car and his beard trimmer was missing. 
There were no signs of forced entry and 
no witnesses. 

Petit Larceny: Michael C. Neil, 49, of 

284 Old Tarrytown Road in White Plains 
reported that $80 had been stolen from 
his glove compartment. The theft took 
place between 11:00 p.m. on June 9 and 
11:51 a.m. on June 10. Neil heard his 
car alarm go off at about 11:00 p.m. but 
saw nothing suspicious when he looked 
outside. When he got into his car the next 
morning, he found a few items strewn 
around the interior of the car, but the cash 
was missing. There were no visible signs 
of forced entry. Neil reported he might 
have left his car unlocked overnight. 

Grand Larceny: On June 10, Francine 
Feuerman, chief financial officer for 
Westchester Library Systems, and Terry 
Kirchner, director of Westchester Library 
Systems, came to Greenburgh Police 
Headquarters to report that $9,600 had 
been stolen sometime between May 7 and 
June 9. The missing money was discovered 
when Kirchner and Feuerman discovered 
a fraudulent duplicate check for $9,600 
that had been diverted to an unknown 
company based in India. The report 
was made for documentation purposes. 
Kirchner will follow up with TD Bank 
security.

Trespassing: Police arrested Earnest 
Williams on June 10 after he was observed 
on the grounds of the Fairview Manhattan 
housing development in violation of a bar-
out order enacted in 2011. Police reported 
that Williams entered the grounds and 
approached the front lobby doors of 90 
Manhattan Avenue in White Plains when 
he was apprehended. He was issued a 
summons to appear in Greenburgh Town 
Court on June 17.

Identity Theft: On June 11, police 
responded to a call from Carol Kaplan-
Gardner, 69, of 44 Clarewood Drive 
in Hastings to report an incident of 
identity theft. That same day, Kaplan-
Gardner received a call from Office Depot 
Supervisor Julie Polancic advising her 
that she believed a fraudulent order for a 
computer had been placed using Kaplan-
Gardner’s Visa card. Someone unknown to 
Kaplan-Gardner had placed an order for a 
$700 computer and made arrangements 
to pick it up at an unknown store location 
in her name. Kaplan-Gardner told police 
that she had cancelled the Visa card and 
that she will obtain a credit history report 
to see if there are any other false purchases 
made to her accounts. 

Criminal Possession of a Controlled 
Substance/Driving While Impaired: On 
June 10 at 10:00 p.m., police observed 
a car go through a red light and stop 
in the intersection of Knollwood and 
Grasslands roads. The driver, Tiffany 
O’Connor, exhibited signs of intoxication 
while speaking to the police officer. The 
officer also noticed a strong smell of 
alcohol emanating from the vehicle. A 

series of on-site sobriety tests indicated 
that O’Connor was impaired. She was 
taken to Greenburgh Police Headquarters 
where a search of her purse turned up 
a clear plastic bag containing a white 
powdery substance that appeared to be 
cocaine. A chemical breath test showed 
that O’Connor’s Blood Alcohol Content 
was 0.14 per cent. She was charged and 
released on $500 bail. She was due to 
appear in court on June 13.

Heroin Arrest: A loud muffler and 
windows tinted darker than the law allows 
drew the attention of the Greenburgh 
Street Crime Unit at around 4 p.m. on 
June 11 near 10 County Center Road in 
White Plains. Officers watched as the 
car cruised the parking lot and made 
several passes back and forth. The car 
then exited the lot moving fast south on 
County Center Road. The car was pulled 
over and as the stop was made, officers 
observed the driver, Michael Dimarino, 
making a move to thrust an unknown 
item into the waistband of his pants. 
Dimarino was removed from the car and 
as he got out, a package of narcotics fell 
out of his right pants leg. An inspection of 
the package turned up seven envelopes of 
heroin. At the same time, police noticed 
the passenger, John Austin Healy, flick a 
partially smoked marijuana cigarette to 
the floor of the vehicle. Healy was arrested 
and removed from the car as well. A 
search turned up a clear zip lock bag with 
marijuana and a black case containing 
four Kung Fu stars. Both suspects were 
taken to Greenburgh Police Headquarters. 
The vehicle was impounded. 

Un-EZ-Pass: On June 11, police took 
a report from Carlos Hernandez, 41, 
at Greenburgh Police Headquarters. 
Hernandez told police that on April 25 
he returned a leased car to Curry Acura, 
located at 685 South Central Ave/ in 
Greenburgh. He told police that when 
he returned the car he mistakenly left his 
EZ-Pass in the car but did not notice he’d 
forgotten it until June 9 when he called 
EZ-Pass service center to deactivate the 
device. The EZ-Pass customer service 
representative informed Hernandez that 
since he’d dropped the car off at Curry 
Acura in April, the device had recorded 
regular trips across the Whitestone Bridge 
and that a balance of $477.07 had accrued 
to the account. Hernandez called Mike 
Milea, the general manager of Curry 
Acura, who said he would investigate the 
situation. 

Police Blotter

SMALL 
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C h a m p a g n e , 
Prosecco, Cava, 
Cremant, Asti 
S p u m a n t e , 
Sekt, Brachetto, 
Lambrusco and 
F r a n c i a c o r t a . 
All are highly 
regarded sparkling 

wines, some familiar, some flying well 
under the American wine consumer’s 
radar. But not all sparkling wines are 
equal.

The majority are made from three 
traditional grapes (Chardonnay, Pinot 
Noir and Pinot Meunier), but several 
are made from grapes indigenous to 
the region or country where they are 
produced.

The majority are made in one of the three 
common methods of adding sparklers 
(bubbles) to a still wine. The Méthode 
Champenois is utilized throughout the 
wine world and became famous in the 
Champagne region of France in the 
eighteenth century.

I have sampled many representative 
sparkling wines from wine regions 
around the globe and have formed 
varying impressions of each. As much 
as I enjoy Champagne, there are other 
sparkling wines that are as pleasing, and 

at a significantly lesser cost. A number 
of my favorites are made in the United 
States (notably California) by American 
producers (Schramsberg, Iron Horse, 
Laetitia) and French producers (Moët 
et Chandon, Taittinger, 
Roederer, Gloria Ferrer).

Several foreign-based 
regions and producers have 
had little exposure in the 
United States. One that I am 
particularly enamored with 
is Franciacorta (produced in 
Italy) and its premier winery, 
Berlucchi.

I had enjoyed a Franciacorta at a 
restaurant in the late 20th century. It was 
very distinctive and I searched the retail 
market for other examples; none could be 
found. Fast-forward to last month and an 
offer comes via email to sample a bottle of 
Berlucchi Franciacorta. I typically accept 
such offers only if the proffered wine is in 
some way unique or invokes memories of 
long-forgotten interests. I eagerly accepted 
the offer.

Franciacorta’s reputation is not widely 
known or acknowledged. In my opinion 
this unheralded wine region produces 
a number of fine sparkling wines that 
rival the finest Champagnes. Within 
Italy the better known, and more widely 

consumed, sparkling wine is Prosecco. 
By comparison the less refined Prosecco 
is straightforward and lacks the finesse 
and complexity of Franciacorta. However, 
at a price typically under $20, Prosecco 

is more appealing than 
its neighbor to the west, 
which typically starts at 
$30.

Franciacorta is both a 
geographical subregion 
and a style of wine.

The subregion is 
in north central Italy, 
within the province of 

Lombardy (whose capital is Milan).
The wine is primarily composed of 

Chardonnay and may be blended with 
small amounts of Pinot Noir or Pinot 
Blanc. It is produced using the Méthode 
Champenois. The unique climate and 
terrain of this area contribute to the 
complexity and finesse of the end product. 
With the Swiss Alps to the north and the 
low, rolling hills, the sun’s warmth adds 
vigor to ripening grapes in Franciacorta. 
The cool nights balance the fruit and acid 
development so critical to fine sparkling 
wine.

Berlucchi is the First Family of 
Franciacorta. They produced the first 
sparkling wine in the region and one of the 

first sparklers in Italy using the Méthode 
Champenois. But unlike Champagne, 
with its five centuries of sparkling wine 
history, Guido Berlucchi and his partner, 
Franco Ziliani, began making their fabled 
wine in 1961.

My tasting notes: The sophistication and 
complexity of this Brut were attributable 
to the perfect balance of fruit and acid. 
Aromas of apple and pear wafted from 
my glass. These aromas were followed by 
a clean, vibrant sensation on my palate, 
coupled with a velvety mouthfeel. The 
loving care and skilled craftsmanship the 
Berlucchi family is very evident.

Finding Franciacorta sparkling wine is 
still a daunting task in our area. My palate 
and my wallet say it is worth the effort.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at  nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com 
or on Twitter @sharingwine.

When she visited at Christmas, my 
daughter Emma alerted me that there 
must be mold in our living room. She 
could sense it as soon as she walked into 
the room, which is used only for special 
occasions nowadays.

I looked into each corner of the 
room along the baseboard and found 
no evidence of mold. But a thought 
popped into my head and it was a correct 
assumption. 

In one far corner is an early 19th century 
chest with a glass door-enclosed bookcase 
on top displaying my collection of antique 
books about old New York. Sure enough 
on the top shelf a whole section of them 
neglected for some time, was covered with 
a powdery film of bluish, dusty mold.

I closed the doors and thought, oh well, 
might as well ignore it for a bit longer, as 
we moved the holiday celebration to the 
library. 

But soon after Mark Jones, president 
of Certified Inspections, Inc., a home 
inspection and environmental testing 
company, came to the William Raveis 
office to present some important 
information about mold identification 
and removal. 

After the meeting I met with him 
privately to learn more. He identified 
some common myths about mold.

Myth: You can identify mold by looking 
at it.

Truth: The only way mold can be 
identified is by having a sample analyzed 
under a microscope in a lab. In a Today 

Show exposé, reporters 
rubbed mascara on a 
hallway wall and called in 
a dozen mold companies 
to look at it. All of them 
said it was definitely 
mold and quoted prices 
to remove it. What else 
could it be? Discoloration 
can be caused by carbon, 
concentrated dust, dirt 
and other unidentifiable 
matter. 

Myth: Mold is 
dangerous.

Truth: Mold is 
dangerous if it is present 
in substantial enough 
quantities. When samples 
are analyzed, the report not 
only tells you what kinds of 
spores are present, but how 
many of each are present. A low enough 
level presents no more danger than what 
you encounter outside your house. If the 
levels are high inside, then you run a 
serious health risk.

Myth: Mold is not dangerous because it 
is all around the environment.

Truth: The mold levels outside are 
always changing and some people are 
affected by the outside mold in the 
same way some are affected by pollen or 
pollution. If mold levels are significantly 
higher inside one’s house, mold can cause 
severe respiratory damage, headaches, 
flu-like symptoms, and in severe cases, 

memory loss and cancer. 
Myth: Mold should be 

cleaned with bleach.
Truth: Bleach should 

NOT be used. Bleach only 
kills surface mold and 
evaporates leaving behind 
a residue of nitrogen, 
which is an element of 
fertilizer. In effect, you are 
feeding the mold spores 
that are under the surface 
or in the air and it can grow 
back even worse. 

Myth: I can test my air 
for mold with a Home 
Depot kit.

Truth: Growing a 
culture on your own 
tells you nothing about 
whether you have a mold 
problem because you are 

not comparing it to a control sample 
outside or gauging its growth time via 
any regulated methodology. The best way 
to determine if you have a mold problem 
is to hire a professional company that 
only does testing and have them take air 
samples with spore traps and swabs or 
tape lifts. Knowing how to collect data 
and how to interpret it is just as important 
as what equipment one uses to collect it. 
That’s why professionals are trained in 
their craft. 

Myth: Mold can make you sick if it is 
inside your walls.

Truth: Mold can only make you sick 

if you breathe it. If it is concealed inside 
your walls but not in the air of your house, 
it cannot affect you. That is why having 
air testing performed by a professional 
testing company that does not also do 
remediation is the only way to find out if 
the air is safe.

Myth: It is better to have one company 
do mold testing and mold clean up.

Truth: You should NEVER have the 
same company do both. If a company 
does clean up, also known as remediation 
or abatement, they have a reason to find a 
problem so they can make more money. 
An independent testing company with 
no conflict of interest should first test. 
If there’s a problem, they should write 
up an action plan outlining the scope of 
work for the mold abatement firm. The 
testing company should then re-test the 
completed work to make sure it was safely 
completed.

More information about Certified 
Home Inspections can be found at www.
certifiedinspections.com

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Enjoying One of the World’s Best Sparkling Wine Regions

A Myth-Busting Primer About Mold Around the House

By Nick Antonaccio
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After months of 
renovation, Lyon-
bred David Masliah, 
proprietor of bustling 
Encore Bistro Francais 
in Larchmont, has 
opened a second Encore 
Bistro on Purchase 

Street in Rye. The new 
90-seat restaurant is highlighted by white 
tiled walls and decorative ceramic tiled 
floors, burnt glass mirrors etched with 
house specialties, long red banquettes, 
well-appointed tables and bistro chairs, 
and colorful French novelty posters. 
Frosted picture windows look out onto 
Purchase St.

Special Hint: There is a sparkling 
marble-topped bar/lounge area that is 
separated from the main dining room 
where patrons can enjoy signature 
cocktails, light meals and weekday Happy 
Hours from 5 to 7 p.m. 

According to Masliah, all dishes at 
Encore are prepared from scratch by 
talented Executive Chef Erwen Perez and 
his kitchen staff. Let seasoned general 
manager Nicolas Marilhet and the neatly 
attired floor staff take you on a tour of the 
new menu. Classic bistro starters include: 
Soupe a l’Oignon, French onion soup; a 
colorful and delicious Tatin de Tomates, 
with baked tomato and feta cheese; Os 
A Moelle, oven roasted marrow bones 
with olive oil, parsley and garlic onion 
marmalade; Pate Maison, country-style 

pate served with French pickles; Escargots, 
baked with parsley, garlic and butter; 
Tartare de Thon, fresh tuna tartar with 
capers, shallots, anchovies, sesame oil and 
fresh herbs; and Moules Provencales au 
curry, steamed mussels in a white wine, 
caper, olive, tomato, onion and fresh herb 
broth, or in a creamy curry and white 
wine sauce.

Follow with a choice of fresh salad: 
Salade de Crab Cake; 
Salade de chevre chaud, 
warm goat cheese toasts 
over mesclun salad, house 
dressing; or my favorite 
Salade parisienne, 
frisee salad topped with 
smoked bacon, croutons, 
mushrooms and poached 
egg. 

New ‘Poissons et Viandes’, fish and 
meat main courses, include such robust 
bistro fare as: classic Steak Frites, grilled 

strip loin of beef served 
with the sauce of your 
choice; Onglet Grille, 
grilled hanger steak with 
choice of blue cheese, 
green peppercorn, or red 
wine and roasted shallots; 
decadent Croustillant 
De Ris De Veau, sauteed 
sweetbreads served 
crispy with whole grain 
mustard sauce; Carre 
d’Agneau Persille, sauce a 
l’ail, roasted rack of lamb 
in a crust of fresh herbs, 
roasted garlic sauce; Saint 
Jacques au beurre blanc, 
sea scallops in parmesan 
crust, leek fondue, white 
wine, lemon and butter 
sauce; and Truite aux 
amandes, sautéed trout in 

an amandine sauce. A signature Lasagnes 
is prepared with braised fennel, broccoli 
rabe, Portobello mushroom and béchamel 
and is served with a creamy goat cheese 
sauce. By the way, frites here are in this 
writers’ opinion among the best in the 
county.

A carefully selected wine list covers 
the realm of French and international 
vintages. There is a daily selection of 
wines by the glass and a menu of specialty 
cocktails.

At lunch Encore offers such specialties 
as: Panini au Poulet Grille, with grilled 
chicken, roasted peppers, eggplant and 
mozzarella; Salade nicoise, mesclun, 
tomatoes, string beans, potatoes, olives, 
hard boiled egg and grilled tuna; Quiche 
du jour; and classic Croque-monsieur, hot 
ham and cheese sandwich with French 
fries and salad. The Assiette de fromages, 
an assorted cheese plate is served with 
apple, walnut and mesclun salad. There is 
a 3-course prix fixe lunch offered Monday 
through Saturday for $14.50 per person. 

Plates du Jour include: Monday, 
Crepes night; Tuesday, Mussels night; 

and Wednesdays, Tartar night 
offering a choice of steak, tuna, 
salmon, or scallops tartar. There 
is a Kids Menu, too. A relaxing 
a la carte Sunday brunch offers 
such additional dishes as: Oeufs 
Benedict; Pain Perdu, brioche 
French toast with warm berries; 
and Quiche du Jour served with 
mesclun salad.

For dessert save 
room for such 
changing house 
made sweets as: 
Chocolate Fondant, 
Profiteroles, Creme 
Brulee, Lemon Tart, and Tart 
Tatin, the classic French apple 
tart. 

David Masliah originally received 
his hospitality training at catering and 

management school in France. Locally 
he had worked for one of the highly 
regarded grand dames of French cuisine 

in Westchester, La Panetiere in Rye. 
His vision had always been to bring the 
American dining public as well as the 
local French community a taste of ‘casual 
home style France’ by way of a charming 
reasonably priced bistro. That was 14 
years ago. 

I remember when the original Encore 
Bistro in Larchmont first opened its doors 
in March of 2000. It was an instant hit. 
The cozy 45-seat eatery exuded charm 
reminiscent of the side-street bistros 
found by the dozens throughout the cities 

of France. The walls are donned 
in yellow paint highlighted by 
colorful French posters and 
strewn with artifacts. Lining one 
wall is a row of used French wine 
bottles along with a collection of 
corkscrews. The ‘petit’ bar is lined 
with wooden wine containers. 
Several years ago Masliah added 
a new room that is available for a 
la carte dining as well as private 
events for up to 30 guests. 

Encore Bistro Francais is 
located at 67 Purchase Street, 
Rye and 22 Chatsworth Ave., 
Larchmont, N.Y., across from 
the Larchmont Post Office. The 
restaurant is open for lunch 
Monday through Saturday from 
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Price 

range at lunch: $9 to $18 Prix fixe 3-course 
lunch Mon-Fri: $14.50. Dinner is served 
7 nights: from 5:30 to 10 p.m. Monday 

through Thursday; to 10:30 
p.m. Friday and Saturday,  to 9 
p.m. on Sundays. Main courses 
at dinner: $19 to $29. Sunday 
brunch served 11:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. Courses from: 
$7 to $18. Children’s menu: 
$10.50. Rye bar/lounge happy 
hours: Mon-Fri, 5 to 7 p.m. 
Private room available with 
audio visual equipment. Major 
credit cards. Casual dress. 
Free street parking in front; 
municipal parking at rear of 
the restaurant. Reservations 
accepted; suggested for larger 
groups. Rye phone: 914-481-

8833. Larchmont phone: 914-
833-1661. Fax: 914-833-1716. 
www.encore-bistro.com

Morris Gut is a restaurant 
consultant and former restaurant trade 
magazine editor. He has been tracking and 
writing about the food and dining scene in 
greater Westchester for over 25 years. He 
may be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net.

A 2nd Encore Bistro Premieres in Rye

 By Morris Gut

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

Encore Bistro proprietor David Masliah with Chef  Erwen Perez.

Classic Steak Frites at Encore.

Lemon tart at Encore. 

Tarte de Tomates at Encore. 

Encore Bistro on Purchase Street in Rye. 
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 070114

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s publication

antiquEs
ANTIQUE LOVERS TAKE NOTE: 
BRIMFIELD, MA starts Tuesday July 8th. 
4,000 Dealers of Antiques/ Collectibles. 
Visit www.brimfield.com for info on 20 
individual show openings. July 8th-13th 
2014.

auctions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

Online Only 2-Day Auction, Furni-
ture Liquidation including Rugs, Tables, 
Household Items, Furniture & More, 
Jamestown, NC, Guilford Co. 7/11 at 8am 
to 7/18 & 7/21 at 1pm. Iron Horse Auction 
Co., Inc. 800-997-2248. NCAL3936. www.
ironhorseauction.com

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EvEnts
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM Every 
Sunday Weather Permitting 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike (rt44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free 
Admission, Parking, Great Food, Bar-
gains. Vendors Wanted! RINALDIFLEA-
MARKETS.COM See You There!

HElp WantEd
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students! Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

Want A Career Operating Heavy Equip-
ment? Bulldozers, Backhoes, Excavators. 
"Hands On Training" & Certifications 
Offered. National Average 18-22 Hourly! 
Lifetime Job Placement Assistance. VA 
Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

HomEs for salE
MODULARHOMEBROKERS.COM 14 
MODELS ON DISPLAY, STARTING AT 
$59 PER SQUARE FOOT.

PRICING INCLUDES DELIVERY, 
CRANE, SET AND TAX. 848-240-7040

land for salE
LOVELY MEADOW AND FOREST. 
5.4 acres, $49,900. Was $199,900. Bank 
ordered sale. Beautiful Bethel NY. Near 
Woodstock site. 85 miles from Man-
hattan. Assorted hardwoods, approved 
building site, underground utilities, across 
from lake, walk to Performing Arts Cen-
ter, financing. 877-836-1820

ABSOLUTE FARM LIQUIDATION 
JULY 12TH & 13TH! 3- 61 acre Parcels 
50% Market Price! Less Than 3hours from 
NYC.† Ω Hour from Albany! Jaw drop-
ping views, spring fed ponds, gorgeous 
trout stream, rolling fields, deep woods! 
EZ terms! Call: 888-905-8847! Newyork-
landandlakes.com

lots & acrEagE
WATERFRONT LOTS-Virginia's 
Eastern Shore. Was 325K Now from 
$65,000-Community Center/Pool. 1acre+ 
lots, Bay & Ocean Access, Great Fishing, 
Crabbing, Kayaking. Custom Homes. 
www.oldemillpointe.com 757-824-0808

miscEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 

& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

mortgagEs
Ready to buy a home? We are ready to 
help.The State of NY Mortgage agency 
offers up to $15,000 down payment as-
sistance. www.sonyma.org. 1-800-382-
HOME(4663).

out of statE rEal EstatE
Delaware's Resort Living Without Re-
sort Pricing! Low Taxes! Gated Commu-
nity, Close to Beaches, Amazing Ameni-
ties, Olympic Pool. †New Homes from 
$80's! †Brochures available 1-866-629-
0770 or www.coolbranch.com.

vacation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

PRIME VACATION OPPORTUNITY. 
!!!$150/NIGHT. PRIVATE, Spectacular 
Lakefront setting MID- COAST MAINE. 
1 BR, Sleeps 4. Swim, Boat, Fish, Hike or 
Just Relax. highfields@tidewater.net; 207-
785-2851; toll-free 844-785-2851

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

Open House: 7/10 (3-5 PM) • 3 Acres of Land w/ 340’ of 
RF; 26 parking spaces; updated w/ 7,500 +/- rent sq.ft. 
LOCATED RIGHT OFF I-17  EXITS 100 & 101 — 
The upper level  two suites, one w/ 2,435 sq.ft. & one 
w/ 1,587 sq.ft. — The lower level  two storage bays 
w/ 717 sq.ft. & 9.5’ x 8’ roll up doors; a 2,000 sq.ft. suite 
w/ a mix of office space & another 780 sq.ft. suite; Solar 
system, new 600 Amp. electric system, good roof to 
support solar panels, nice sign out front!  Most of 
electrical demands met by solar collection system!  
VISIT:  www.zoggbros.com.  EXCELLENT LOCATION!!

.STEVEN D. ZOGG REAL ESTATE • 607.423.3293 • Cortland, NY •  www.zoggbros.com

COMMERCIAL  REAL ESTATE AUCTION!

Thurs. JULY 17 at 6:00 PM
“Zoned Commercial!” 

On-site at:  100 Sullivan Avenue, Liberty, NY 12754 

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Wednesday, July 2
White Plains Outdoor Farmers 

Market. The Farmer’s Market will 
open weekly, on Wednesdays, through 
November 26th from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
Farmer’s Market is located on Court Street 
between Main Street and Martine Avenue. 
The Market welcomes returning and 
new vendors offering farm-fresh, locally 
grown fruits and veggies, fish, fresh meat 
and poultry, breads, baked goods, jams 
and jellies, pickles, homemade salami, 
smoked duck breast, pate and much more. 

Fireworks! White Plains 4th of July 
celebration 6 to 10 p.m. at White Plains 
High School. Giant inflatable rides, food 
and fireworks. Rain date July 3. This free 
event and cherished White Plains tradition 
will once again be held at White Plains 
High School on North Street. Residents 
are encouraged to come early, bring 
blankets and chairs and enjoy a fun-filled 
evening of music, games, entertainers, 
food and fireworks. This year’s celebration 
will feature a variety of entertainment 
including a performance by FDR Drive 
on the main stage, bringing you Michael 
Jackson hits and a Musical Patriotic 
Salute before the fireworks. Children and 
families will enjoy musical entertainment 
by The Uncle Brothers, a visit from the 
Animal Embassy, the Miz Liz variety 
show, Lillu Acrobat, Macaroni the Clown, 
as well as Center Ring Productions Circus 
Show in the Kids Corner. Inflatable Party 
Adventures will offer inflatable rides for 
$2 each. Barbeque, pizza, fried dough, 
ice cream, burgers and more will be 
offered by a variety of vendors. After the 
flag is officially welcomed and presented, 
the show, presented by International 
Fireworks, will begin. The sky will be 
illuminated with a spectacular display 
and spectators big and small are sure to 
be amazed. 

Thursday, July 3
Noon  Day Concert. A White Plains 

Concert series held every Thursday 
from noon to 2 p.m. at Renaissance Plaza, 
located at Main Street & Mamaroneck 
Avenue. This week Ricardo Gautreau will 
present Latin Flair.

Music Fest & Fireworks. Kensico 
Dam Plaza in Valhalla. Pre-concert 
entertainment begins at 6 p.m. and 

the Stolen Moments Band takes the 
stage at 8 p.m. Fireworks will follow at 
approximately 9:15 p.m. Admission and 
parking are free. Carpooling is suggested. 
Concert-goers should bring lawn chairs 
or blankets for seating as well as a picnic 
supper. The Music Fest is presented 
by Westchester County Parks and 
sponsored by First Niagara Foundation 
and Westchester Magazine with support 
from radio station 100.7 WHUD and the 
Friends of Westchester County Parks, Inc. 
The Kensico Dam Plaza is located at the 
north end of the Bronx River Parkway in 
Valhalla. Go to westchestergov.com/parks 
or call (914) 864-PARK.

Friday, July 4
Saint Paul’s Church National Historic 

Site will host an event on highlighting the 
exploration of events leading up to the 
Declaration of Independence by William 
Hogeland, author of “Declaration: The 
Nine Tumultuous Weeks When America 
Became Independent, May 1 – July 4, 1776.” 
This outdoor event will feature music, 
speeches, refreshments, the reading of 
the Declaration of Independence and the 
toll of the historic Saint Paul’s Church bell 
13 times. Saint Paul’s Church helps to tell 
the story of the development of colonial 
society and the road to the American 
Revolution. It consists of an 18th-century 
church that was used as a Revolutionary 
War hospital, a historic cemetery with 
burial stones dating to 1704 and the 
remnant of a Village Green that was the 
site of the Election of 1733 which raised 
issues of Freedom of Religion and Press. 
Saint Paul’s Church National Historic Site 
is located at 897 S. Columbus Avenue in 
Mount Vernon. For more information, 
call  914-667-4116  or visitwww.nps/gov/
sapa. 

Reading of The Declaration of 
Independence, live music, foods, crafts, 
games and plenty of other activities on 
the grounds of John Jay Homestead  from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. There is free admission 
to the grounds. Fees are applied only for 
food and drink, as well as some of the 
fair activities. John Jay Homestead is 
located at 400 Jay Street in Katonah. For 
more information, call  914-232-5651  or 
visit www.johnjayhomestead.org.

Playland Fireworks. As a salute to 
Independence Day, special holiday 
fireworks accompanied by a great 
patriotic score, will be held on Thursday 
and Friday, July 3 and 4, beginning at 9:30 
p.m. each night on the pier. Parking is $5 
on July 3 and $10 on July 4. On July 3, 
there is also a $15 Night Rides Admission 
Special from 5 p.m. until close.

Saturday, July 5
Free Hartsdale Concerts. The East 

Hartsdale Avenue/Farmers Market 
Summer Music Series on Saturday’s in 
July and August at DeSanti Plaza, directly 
across from the E. Hartsdale Metro North 
Train invites you to come out and support 
the farmers market along with guest 
musicians. 11:30 a.m.   Westchester New 
Symphony Orchestra. Bring your picnic 
blanket, sit on the grass, relax and enjoy.

Composting for the Whole Family. 
There’s gold in those leaves, grass clippings, 
weeds and kitchen scraps! Discover the 
magic of compost and learn how easy it 
can be to turn your yard and food wastes 
into valuable fertilizer for your garden. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11 a.m. Members: $5. 
Non-members: $8. Info: 914-723-3470 or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Pirates of the Hudson: “The Greatest 
Story Never Told.” A rollicking show fresh 
from Off-Broadway is a swashbuckling 
pirate musical in which the audience 
helps write and perform the tale. The 
show begins with a crew of misfit pirates 
flung into the future by a bumbling sea 
witch with only one chance of returning 
home: performing the greatest pirate epic 
ever seen on stage. But when their script 
is torn asunder, these pirates-turned-
actors are forced to improvise based on 
audience suggestions. Tarrytown Music 
Hall, 13 Main St., Tarrytown. 11 a.m., 1 
p.m. and 3 p.m. Adults: $24. Children (17 
and under): $18. Members of Historic 
Hudson Valley receive a $5 per ticket 
discount. Also includes admission to 
Philipsburg Manor. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.hudsonvalley.org.

Flights of Fancy. Walk among the 
butterflies in our Butterfly Exhibit, chat 
with a naturalist and learn about these 
“flying flowers.” Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 
p.m. Members: Free. Non-members: 
$8. Info: 914-723-3470  or visit  www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Monday, July 7
Wild Encounters Story Time. A six-

sessions program that features a nature-
themed story. Discover the wonders of 
nature while exploring fields, forests 
or landscaped grounds. For children 
three to five years old; with a parent or 
caregiver. Meets each Monday through 
Aug. 11. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Members: $50 per child. Non-members: 
$90 per child. Pre-payment and pre-
registration required. Info and pre-
registration: 914-723-3470  or visit  www.

greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Ongoing Events 
“Big, Bright and Bold.” Members of 

the Mamaroneck Artists Guild Gallery 
expand their horizons to create works 
measuring up to 60 inches in this new 
exhibition of large format works. The walls 
of the gallery will be awash in bold, bright 
colors and images to welcome the start of 
summer. Mamaroneck Artists Guild, 126 
Larchmont Ave., Larchmont. Free. Exhibit 
through July 12. Info: 914-834-1117 or 
visit www.mamaroneckartistsguild.org.

Walk Among Live Butterflies. In 
addition to colorful and fragrant flowering 
plants, visitors will be greeted by several 
varieties of New York native butterflies. 
Learn about the life cycle of a butterfly, from 
egg to caterpillar to chrysalis to butterfly. 
All ages. Greenburgh Nature Center, 
99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. Members: 
Free. Non-members: $2 (plus regular 
admission). Exhibit runs through Aug. 3 
(Closed Fridays). Info: 914-723-3470  or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

“Robin Rhode: Animating the 
Everyday.” A 10-year survey of the 
South African artist’s digital videos, that 
he describes as “animations” and the 
photographic series that corresponds 
to or complement the time-based work. 
Neuberger Museum of Art, 735 Anderson 
Hill Rd., Purchase. Hours are. Free. 
Exhibit runs through Aug. 10. Info: 914-
251-6100 or visit www.neuberger.org.

Story Walk. Go along the woodland trail 
to enjoy a favorite children’s storybook, 
“Opossum at Sycamore Road,” by Sally M. 
Walker. Recommended for children eight 
years old and under. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. Free. 
Through Sept. 28. Info: 914-723-3470 or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

“Nature of the Beast.” An exhibit of 
sculpture by Ron Mineo and prints by 
Bruce Waldman. Mineo, a professor 
of traditional sculpture at Westchester 
Community College, he works in clay, 
wood and bronze crafting sculptures 
ranging in size from modest to 
monumental. He employs both abstract 
and figurative styles. Waldman is an 
accomplished illustrator and printmaker, 
best known for his striking figurative 
work and monoprints. Light refreshments 
served. Gallery in the Park at Ward Pound 
Ridge Reservation, Routes 35 and 121 
South, Cross River. Free admission; $5 
parking for county park pass holders. 
$10 for non-pass holders. Exhibit runs 
through Sept. 1. Info: 914-864-7317 or 
visit www.westchestergov.com/parks.
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EX AMINER SPORTS

Falcons saw ups and downs during 2014 season, but showed continued improvement.

Falcons players pose for end-of-season photos after playoff  loss to Putnam Valley.

Senior southpaw Travis Rios delivers during a 
win over Alexander Hamilton during the regular 
season.

Falcons Manager Vinny DeMaria (far left) and the Falcons watch 
their season come to an end in a playoff  game loss at Putnam Valley. 
Woodlands finished the season with a 7-12-1 record.

Woodlands third baseman Danny Booth leads off  
first in loss to Putnam Valley.

OF/P Bryan Rosado of  Woodlands swings the bat 
during a regular-season win over Hamilton. 

The Falcons walk off  the field for the last time in 2014, after a playoff  
loss at fourth seed Putnam Valley. 

Richard Huegot takes a cut for the Falcons in a 
game vs. Hamilton.

Nahjee O’Donahue of  Woodlands leads 
off  second during a playoff  game against 
No. 4 seed Putnam Valley.

Ray Pujols hit third and was one 
of  the Falcons’ major offensive 
threats.

Woodlands’ Jesus Molina had a solid season 
and was named All-League for the second 
straight year.

Gowayne Stockton takes a big swing during 
playoff  loss at Put Valley.

SKIP PEARLMAN PHOTOS

A Look Back at Woodlands Baseball
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EX AMINER SPORTS

By Albert Coqueran
On Thursday, June 26, at the 

Madison Square Garden Training 
Center in Tarrytown, New York 
Liberty Head Coach Bill Laimbeer 
was working diligently attempting 
to bring about a turnaround to 
the Liberty’s slow start with a 5-11 
record this season.

With 18 games remaining in the 
regular season, the Liberty needs to 
right their wrongs quickly or they 
will miss the playoffs for the second 
consecutive year. 

With center Tina Charles 
averaging 16 points and nine 
rebounds per game, Guard Cappie 
Pondexter averaging 15 points, four 
rebounds and three assists per game 
with the eight points, four rebounds 
and four assists contributed by first-
year WNBA player Anna Cruz, it 
would seem the Liberty’s season is 
certainly salvageable.

“Our offense is better than last year 
there is no question about that, we have 
improved as a team but the league has 
also improved,” emphasized second-year 
Head Coach Bill Laimbeer, who resides in 
White Plains during the season.

However, as Laimbeer also pointed 
out during practice, what is most notably 
missing from Liberty’s offense this year is 
a fourth scorer that they need for success. 
With forward Essence Carson still not 
back to full strength after missing last 
season due to a knee surgery, the Liberty 
must find a way to make up for her lack of 
scoring this year.

“We need another scorer. We need 
somebody else to step up as scorer that 
is what we are really lacking this season. 
Putting all the pressure on the big two we 
have (Charles and Pondexter) is tough on 
them,” stated Laimbeer.

Carson averaged 14 points per game 

last season and holds a career average of 
eight points per game. This year she has 
only managed averaging four points per 
game, while struggling to get her scoring 
rhythm back. “My timing and the flow of 
the game is just really off after not playing 
last year. But I am working diligently on 
and off the court with extra training,” 
commented Carson, who is still wearing 
a knee brace for added stability on the 
court. 

During practice, as Laimbeer reviewed 
the slow start the Liberty is having this 
year, he almost scripted how they would 
lose the very next day to the Chicago Sky, 
73-69, on Friday, June 27, at Madison 
Square Garden. 

“In the early part of the season it was all 
the little things that got us including, not 
boxing-out, bad turnovers at the wrong 
time and missing open shots. Because of 
all these little things we lost a lot of close 
games, Laimbeer said. 

The Liberty was 
losing by 13 points at 
halftime, 50-37, against 
the Sky. The Ladies of 
Liberty rallied in the 
third quarter to close 
the gap to 61-54. They 
then made it anybody’s 
game to win by getting 
within two points, 71-
69, on a Charles layup.

But with 22 seconds 
left in the game with the 
Liberty down by two 
points, all that Laimbeer 
stressed must stop 
happening this season 

occurred once again. 
The Liberty got a great 
opportunity to take the 
lead when Sky’s guard 
Courtney Vandersloot 

traveled and made a crucial turnover. 
Nevertheless, on the Liberty’s next 

possession, Plenette Pierson missed a 
driving layup that was partially blocked 
by Sky’s Sylvia Fowles. But Pierson’s shot 
was definitely makeable. 

The Liberty got the rebound off 
Pierson’s miss and called timeout. With 
18 seconds left in the game, the Liberty’s 
only option was to make a three-point 
shot to tie. Pondexter got 
open in the corner behind 
the arc but threw up an air 
ball and the Liberty lost, 
71-69. As Laimbeer stated 
at practice the team is 
“missing open shots.”

Pondexter was in the 
line-up because Laimbeer 
needed her steady 
leadership on the court. 
But she was ailing from 
an Achilles injury and had 
not scored all game. In 
fact, she only took seven 
shots during the entire 33 
minutes that she played 
against the Sky. So should 
she have taken that three-
point shot at that time? 

Pondexter worked closely 
with Liberty Trainer Laura 
Ramus on her Achilles and 
bounced back against the 
Connecticut Sun, on Sunday, June 29 
at MSG. Pondexter shot 6- for-15 and 
scored 14 points in 36 minutes of play, 
as the Liberty got a much needed win 
against the Sun, 65-67.

“Right not we are just trying to get 
acclimated with each other and I think 
we are doing pretty well even though 
our record is not saying much. I think 
we are getting used to each other slowly,” 
commented Pondexter, 

Montgomery’s contributions have 
helped the Liberty season. She is 
averaging over six points per game 
and four rebounds. Furthermore, 
she has scored in double-digits the 
Liberty’s last two games.  

 However, if a star for effort had 
to be awarded to a Liberty player for 
her performance so far, this season’s 
guard Anna Cruz would be wearing 
it. Cruz a formidable player in Spain 
came over to the United States and to 
the Liberty this year. She is a tough, 
experienced player who does not back 
down on the court.

 Cruz’s play this season at point 
guard has kept the Liberty in many 
games. “I knew she was a competitor 
and that she was a ‘goodie’ player but I 
think overall what she has given us has 
been more than I expected,” evaluated 
Laimbeer.

While seeking that fourth scorer, 
the Liberty signed free agent forward 
Charde Houston, on June 23. Houston 
is a six-year WNBA veteran, who won a 
Championship with the Minnesota Lynx 
in 2011 and was voted to the 2009 WNBA 
All Star Team. 

“I think we know what our position 
is moving forward. We made a great 
acquisition with Charde Houston, she has 

a lot of experience and she is a former All 
Star. I think she is going to give us some 
depth in the backcourt,” said Pondexter, a 
five-time WNBA All Star.  

The Liberty has lost six games by five 
or less points this season. Therefore, if 
Carson, Houston, Montgomery or even 
guard Sugar Rogers could step-up in 
a consistent manner to help Charles, 
Pondexter on offense, the Liberty can 
certainly turn this season around. 

New York Liberty Trying to Salvage Season After 5-11 Start

Ny Liberty Head Coach Bill Laimbeer (right) gathers his team in a huddle, during practice at the MSG Training Center, 
as he seeks remedies to his team’s slow start this season with a 5-11 record. 
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Ny Liberty current star Cappie Pondexter gets a few words of  
encouragement and a pat on the back from Liberty legend Teresa 
Weatherspoon, during practice at the Madison Square Garden Training 
Center, in Tarrytown, on Thursday, June 26.

Ny Liberty Head Coach Bill Laimbeer (left) goes over strategy with 
center Tina Charles (center) and assistant coach Katie Smith (right), 
during practice at the Madison Square Garden Training Center, in 
Tarrytown.
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