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By Jon Craig
A Harrison police officer has sued 

a convicted burglar for his role in an 
accidental “friendly fire” shooting by 
a fellow officer that left the detective 
unable to work. 

The lawsuit filed in state Supreme 
Court claims that Detective Steve Barone 
was seriously hurt during the October 
2012 shooting. The Harrison village 
board accepted Barone’s resignation 
letter on May 1.

The lawsuit says that Daniel DiBiase, 
who is serving prison time on separate 
charges, owed Barone “a duty not to 
create a condition wherein (Barone) 
could become injured.”

DiBiase created the situation that 
put everyone at risk as the driver of 
a getaway car, according to Mitchell 
Baker, Barone’s White Plains attorney.

DiBiase previously filed a civil rights 
lawsuit against the Town of Harrison, 
Barone and Lt. Vito Castellano, seeking 
unspecified damages for injuries after 
Castellano accidentally fired shots 
during a traffic stop. A status conference 
in that lawsuit is set for Sept. 4. 

Citing an injury that effectively 
ended his career, Barone alleges Daniel 
DiBiase, the driver during the shooting 
that left Barone and DiBiase with bullet 
wounds, is ultimately responsible for 
compensation.
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By Jon Craig
Fairview residents were told 

during a meeting of the Board of Fire 
Commissioners on Thursday, May 15, 
that Fire Chief Anthony LoGuidice has 
retired and is suffering from cancer.

The new incoming chief, Howard Reiss, 
was introduced.

Commission Chairwoman Vikki 
Simmons told residents attending 
the regular meeting that she did 
not participate in the Board of Fire 
Commissioners vote that promoted her 
son, Eryk, to deputy chief.

LoGuidice reportedly is suffering from 
his exposure to hazardous substances 
during his work at the World Trade 

Center disaster site following the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks.

Fairview resident Milton Hoffman 
suggested to Simmons that the fire 
department’s ethics code needed to be 
changed to prevent conflicts of interests 
between public officials and family 
members. Fairview’s code only bars 
officials from conflicts with their spouses.

Concerned about the rising costs of 
operating multiple fire districts within 
the Town of Greenburgh, Hoffman and 
other residents are circulating petitions 
for a November referendum to merge the 
Fairview and Hartsdale Fire Districts.

The Fairview and Hartsdale  citizens 
studying financial estimates to determine 

continued on page 2

By Albert Coqueran
Westchester Knicks is the official 

name of the New York Knicks NBA 
Developmental Team as announced 
Wednesday, May 14, at the Westchester 
County Center in White Plains. 

Bill Boyce, Westchester Knicks V.P. 
of Sales & Business Operations told the 
crowd gathered to hear the news that the 
name was chosen, as promised, through 
a consensus of fans voting on the Knicks 
D-League website from March 10 to 24.

“We really took all the suggestions 
from the community we could attain and 
literally we received several thousands of 
ideas and this (Westchester Knicks) was 
just the popular name, so this is the name 
the Garden decided to go with for the 
team,” explained Boyce.

The Westchester Knicks name and 
logo consisting of Father Knickerbocker 

dribbling a basketball, was unveiled 
to a hail of fan-fare in their new home 
the Westchester County Center. The 
event was free to the public from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and included an open house 
seat selection for fans and businesses 
interested in purchasing season tickets for 
the upcoming Westchester Knicks 2014-
15 season.

About 250 children participated in a 
youth basketball clinic on the County 
Center Court, dressed in bright orange 
Knicks T-shirts. There were contests for 
prizes, music encompassed the event and 
the Knicks City Dancers were on hand to 
sign autographs and interact with fans.

“We are excited and so thrilled to be 
here, we think this community and the 
Westchester Knicks are going to be a great 
fit,” said Dave Howard, the President of 
Madison Square Garden Sports. “This 

The NY Knicks D-League Team that will play at the Westchester County Center beginning in November 
2014, will forever be known as The Westchester Knicks. [L-r] Westchester Parks Commissioner Kathleen 
O’Connor, Westchester County Executive Robert Astorino, Dave Howard, the President of  MSG Sports, Bill 
Boyce, V.P. Sales & Business Operations and Knicks forward Jeremy Tyler, unveiled the name and logo at 
the Westchester County Center, on May 14.
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Bring on the Westchester Knicks
continued from page 1
is going to be tremendous high quality 
professional basketball at affordable 
family-friendly prices with great 
entertainment, so we think this is going to 
be a tremendous success.” 

Howard showed up at the event with 
a beard that he explained was in support 
of the NY Rangers pursuit of the NHL 
Stanley Cup. 

Westchester County Executive and 
Republican gubernatorial nominee 
Robert Astorino, who sat front and center 
for the announcement of the team’s name, 
had led the negotiations with Deputy 
County Executive Kevin Plunkett to bring 
the Westchester Knicks to Westchester 
County. 

“We worked very hard on this for six 
months and I am very proud that we 
have a relationship with the New York 
Knicks and they are going to be called 
the Westchester Knicks,” Astorino said, 
adding that the branding is good for 
both the County and for the NBA team. 
“It is a great partnership and the County 
can make money as this team gets bigger 
and better and I cannot wait to see this 
place (County Center) filled and loud,” 

Astorino said. 
Michael Kaplowitz, Chairman of 

the Westchester Board of Legislators 
also was thrilled. “The Knicks have 
instantly become good neighbors here 
in Westchester County and may this be 
a very long fruitful marriage,” Kaplowitz 

said.
Knicks forward Jeremy Tyler greeted 

fans and signed autographs after the 
Westchester Knicks name and logo was 
draped from the County Center rafters. 
Tyler, who is presently on the NY Knicks 
roster, is well acquainted with D-League 

facilities having played with the Knicks 
Summer League Team in Las Vegas and 
the Santa Cruz Warriors of the NBA 
D-League.  

“I live in Yonkers and this (County 
Center) is a great location. It is a great 
D-League size facility,” commented Tyler. 
The seating capacity of the Westchester 
County Center is approximately 
3900.   

The Westchester Knicks inaugural 
season at the Westchester County Center 
will commence in November 2014, with 
the regular season ending in April 2015. 
The season will include 25 home games at 
the County Center with the possibility of 
D-League playoff games in April.

Individual game tickets are priced 
starting at $12. Season ticket packages for 
the entire 25-game season begin at $250. 
Tickets can be purchased by logging onto 
www.WestchesterKnicks.com or at the 
Westchester County Center Box Office.

All patrons who attended the free 
Westchester Knicks name announcement 
and season-seat selection event upon 
departure received a new Westchester 
Knicks name and logo T-shirt.  

ALBERT COquERAN PHOTO

Fans including about 250 children, some from the Slater Community Center in White Plains, wait in 
anticipation for the announcement of  the name of the new Knicks Developmental Team at the Westchester 
County Center. The name of the team is the Westchester Knicks, as decided by a vote of  the fans.
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how a merger would help or harm either 
fire district planned to present their 
findings on May 20 during a Town of 

Greenburgh board meeting.
The Fairview Fire District is 

independent of the Town of Greenburgh, 

which also collects property taxes for 
municipal services. The fire district tax 
bill is included with the town tax bill since 
the town is the collection agent. 

Fairview, with an annual budget of 
$12.5 million, is the largest of three fire 
districts that protect the unincorporated 
parts of Greenburgh. It covers 5.5 square 
miles from Valhalla to the north, the 

city of White Plains and a Metro North 
railroad yard to the east and the Hartsdale 
Fire District to the south. The Villages of 
Ardsley and Elmsford border Fairview to 
the west. 

The other fire districts within 
Greenburgh are Greenville and Hartsdale. 
They have budgets of $11 million and $8 
million, respectively.

Barone’s lawsuit claims that because 
DiBiase created a dangerous situation for 
Police Officers Barone and Castellano, 
he is responsible for Barone’s injuries. 
If DiBiase wins his lawsuit against the 
town, Barone is seeking to collect those 
damage awards as well.

On Oct. 17, 2012, Daniel DiBiase, 
along with his brother, Paul DiBiase 
and Jason Foskey, were pulled over by 
Harrison police near Interstate 287 in 
Purchase. They were under investigation 
by police for multiple burglaries in 
Westchester and Connecticut.

The DiBiase brothers had prior 
convictions as members of the so-called 
“Sound Shore Gang,” which robbed 
waterfront homes in Westchester and 
Connecticut in the late 1980s.

After police surrounded their 
vehicle, an altercation ensued in which 
Castellano accidentally fired multiple 
rounds, according to the lawsuit, hitting 
both DiBiase and Barone.

William Peterman, DiBiase’s Bronx 
attorney, said, “We are seeking fair 
compensation for what was clearly a 

wrongful shooting. He’s left with bullet 
fragments in his body. He has ongoing 
medical problems because of the 
shooting.”

Barone, who served as a police officer 
in Harrison for more than 20 years, 
suffered “serious and permanent career 
ending injuries” due to the gunshot 
wound, according to the lawsuit; 
specifically the ulnar nerve in his left 
arm was injured with bullet fragments 
that remain in his arm.

The Town of Harrison is listed in the 
lawsuit along with DiBiase due to the 
active civil rights case that DiBiase has 
against the town. A town attorney said 
Harrison also has asked the court to 
award any judgment in DiBiase’s lawsuit 
to Barone.

Although DiBiase pleaded guilty 
to weapons and federal racketeering 
charges in February, which could result 
in up to 17 years in prison, he sued 
the Town of Harrison for assault and 
battery claims in addition to civil rights 
violations. He is currently incarcerated 
in Queens. 
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By Pat Casey
As White Plains Hospital continues 

to make improvements to its physical 
structure by adding laboratories for 
cutting edge medical procedures, 
hospital beds for growing patient 
demand, improvements to the hospital 
entrance and access to parking as well 
as an extension to the hospital’s Cancer 
Treatment Center with construction of 
a new facility adjacent to the Dickstein 
Cancer Center, WPH is stepping out most 
aggressively into a future at the forefront 
of innovation in healthcare. 

On May 6, White Plains Hospital signed 
a comprehensive affiliation agreement with 
Montefiore Health System, the University 
Hospital for the Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine that would make WPH a 
tertiary hub of Montefiore’s Westchester 
Network and a member of the Montefiore 
Health System. The agreement marks an 
important step in solidifying WPH as well 
as White Plains securely on the map in a 
healthcare market that is growing rapidly 
in Westchester County. 

White Plains Hospital had already 
been actively redefining community 
healthcare with its advancements in 
technology, medicine and recruitment 
that have allowed for increased localized 
care, but the addition of Montefiore 
brings academic, clinical and research 
expertise to the equation, as well as 
Montefiore’s commitment to taking the 
healthcare community in White Plains 
and Westchester to a whole new level. 

Steven Safyer, President and CEO of 
Montefiore Medical Center, was a keynote 
speaker at HealthTech ’14, held May 8 at 
the Doubletree Hotel in Tarrytown, just 
two days after the agreement with WPH 
was signed. 

Dr. Safyer talked about innovation in 
the healthcare industry and his vision for 
Montefiore’s future and its involvement in 
Westchester County.

“New York City is the destination for 
the best healthcare in the world,” Safyer 
said, adding that the entire New York 
Metropolitan area is skewed toward 
healthcare.

“The Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine and Montefiore Health System 
are one institution,” Safyer further 
explained, “and they form an academic 
epicenter.”

Where Montefiore departs from the 
vision of other academic medical centers 
across the United States is in its balanced 
integrated delivery system that vigorously 
focuses on the well-being and health of 
the population it serves.” 

The population Montefiore serves in 
the Metropolitan area is 3 million, with 1 
million located in Westchester County.

“We focus on wellness and don’t wait 
until people have a serious illness and need 
complicated care,” Safyer said, although he 
acknowledged that the high-tech medical 
services provided by Montefiore made it 

a hospital system sought out by people 
around the world.

“Health is not just about the delivery 
system it is about cohesive communities 
and cohesive families, availability of good 
food delivery systems and the ability to 
exercise. In parts of the Bronx and lower 
Westchester there are bodegas where once 
you get past the cigarettes and highly 
sugared foods it is hard to find good food,” 
he said. 

Fifteen years ago at Montefiore we said 
that if we are going to be on the cutting 
edge, we had to educate the next group of 
physicians, nurses, etc. about where they 
need to be in the future. We determined 
that if we wanted to be in the sweet spot, 
we had to change the way we are paid 
and the way we deliver care. We had a 
challenge, Safyer explained.

He continued: “The majority of the 
American health care system is a fee-based 
system. The more you do and the more 
complicated the work you do, the more 
you get paid. While the vast majority are 
moral and ethical and want to do the right 
thing, there is always the consideration 
that if you do another test … the more you 
convince yourself that it is necessary, the 
more you get paid. It is a pernicious way 
of thinking and there is a stimulus there 
that is irresistible,” Safyer acknowledged.

Referring to the prepaid Kaiser system as 
an example, Safyer noted that Montefiore 
decided to move away from the fee-based 
care model and developed competencies 
to keep money within the system instead 
of going out to the insurance companies. 
This was accomplished by building a 
network that grew its physician workforce 
in primary and ambulatory care and made 
it regional.

“We don’t want to fight with insurance 

companies, but would rather take the 
people working in finance and turn them 
into social workers,” Safyer said.

“Standalone institutions do not have 
what it takes to sustain themselves,” Safyer 

continued. “You need data to understand 
the patients you are caring for and you 
have to be able to transfer that information 
throughout the process. It is not about the 
claims. Claims are a financial transaction, 
not a healthcare transaction.”

Safyer was referring to the digitization 
of patient records and the integration of 
delivery systems that could be accessed 
at any point during a patient’s care, 
technology that has become a major part 
of the healthcare industry in Westchester.

In looking at Westchester County, 
Safyer said Montefiore saw many fine 
institutions, but also many in peril. 
“Some of these institutions are small and 
others fairly large. Some were operating 
in the black, but they were not highly 
capitalized. That is why we moved into 
lower Westchester,” he said. “We now have 
six hospitals in Westchester and the Bronx 
and we have done a good job in turning 
these around.”

“Our partnership with White Plains is 
slightly different,” Safyer said. “There is 
not enough complex and tertiary care in 
Westchester County. We believe a place 
like White Plains Hospital and some 
other institutions here can be brought to a 
whole other level. That is the goal and why 
we are here.”  

Re-envisioning Healthcare Through Primary Networks at WPH and Montefiore

At the agreement signing between White Plains Hospital and Montefiore Health System, standing left to 
right:  White Plains Hospital Chairman of the Board of  Directors J. Michael Divney; President Susan Fox; 
Montefiore Executive Vice President and Chief  Operating Officer Philip O. Ozuah, M.D., Ph.D.; Montefiore 
Chairman of the Board of  Trustees David A. Tanner. Seated left to right: White Plains Hospital C.E.O. Jon B. 
Schandler; Montefiore President and C.E.O. Steven M. Safyer, M.D.

SMALL NEWS  
IS BIG NEWS
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Walk4Hearing Raises $60,000 
for Hearing Loss Awareness

Demolition Marks the Start of 
Major WPH Expansion 

On Saturday, May 17, nearly 350 walkers came out to support the Westchester Chapter of  the 
Hearing Loss Association of  America (HLAA) at its 8th annual Walk4Hearing in FDR State Park. 
The 5K walk helped bring attention to the 48 million Americans living with hearing loss, and 
specifically the 320,000 faced with a hearing impairment in Westchester and Rockland counties. 
The Westchester/Rockland Walk4Hearing is one of  22 coordinated walks around the country 
sponsored by the Hearing Loss Association of  America. From left to right:Dr. Gloria Schlisselberg, 
head of  the Speech & Hearing program at Mercy College; Jacob Landis of  Jacob’s Ride; and David 
Goldwasser, Westchester/Rockland Walk4Hearing co-chair, cut the ceremonial ribbon.

White Plains Hospital CEO, Jon Schandler addresses local dignitaries as a crane begins to pull 
down the walls of  an 85 year-old building at the corner of  East Post Road and Longview Avenue 
Monday, as White Plains Hospital held a ceremony marking the start of  construction of  a new 
medical office and patient services building that will double the size of  its Cancer program. The 
new 38,000-square-foot building, which is scheduled to open in the fall of  2015, will enable the 
Hospital to provide additional patient-centered services to support comprehensive community-
based cancer care. The sleek new glass building designed by Posen Architects will be consistent 
with the major renovations and improvements underway on the hospital campus that occupies a 
full city block.
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Accessing Funds Through the White Plains Community Development Program
By Pat Casey

Linda Puoplo, Deputy Commissioner 
of Planning White Plains, was an invited 
speaker at the May WPCNA (White Plains 
Council of Neighborhood Associations) 
meeting held Wednesday, May 14.

Wishing to dispel any concerns that the 
County fair housing settlement with HUD 
(Housing and Urban Development, a 
federal agency) and recent withholding of 
grants by HUD from some municipalities 
affects White Plains, Puoplo explained 
that White Plains and numerous other 
local governments in Westchester have 
their own direct relationships with HUD.

“The consortium of 21 towns and 

villages that receive funding from HUD 
through the county had applied as a group 
and were expected to comply with the 
many HUD regulations in order to receive 
those funds,” Puoplo said. 

Those consortium members are the 
targets of the lawsuit and any Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds 
withheld in the county are related only to 
those 21 members.

As far as White Plains goes, Puoplo said 
Planning Department staff is in the middle 
of a campaign to collect data about each 
residence in the city to get an overview of 
which neighborhoods need to be targeted 
for help in maintaining the visual and 

safety aspects of households that fit in the 
low and moderate income range.

The funding for rehabilitation is from 
HUD and would likely come in the 
form of low-interest loans to prevent or 
eliminate slums and blight.

Several neighborhoods within White 
Plains have already been identified 
as eligible for the HUD rehabilitation 
grants. However, Puoplo emphasized 

that any homeowner who is having 
difficulty making repairs to roofs, gutters, 
foundations, windows, heating system 
conversion from oil to natural gas, 
plumbing, carpentry, masonry, drainage, 
electrical and other structural elements 
that affect the safety of the household 
should contact the Planning Department 
and speak directly with Grace Medina, 
Community Development Assistant or 
Chris Dellaripa, Rehabilitation Officer, to 
determine their eligibility.

“In many cases,” Puoplo explained, “the 
homeowner has been in the house for 
a long time and is elderly and no longer 

capable of making payments for upkeep of 
the property.” Or, there has been a sudden 
change in financial status.

A “senior” according to HUD is anyone 
62 years or older, but Puoplo said, people 
60 and over might qualify for other 
programs.

The Neighborhood Housing 
Rehabilitation Program is available to 
single and multi-family homeowners, 
people with special needs, and community 
facilities.

The process involves eight steps: To pre-
qualify – call the Planning Department. 
If you pre-qualify, a home visit will be 
made to discuss the work to be done. A 
full application is then submitted for 
approval. Upon approval, the project is 
put out to bid – only pre-qualified and 
insured contractors are eligible to submit 
bids. When financing is approved, bids 
are reviewed and the homeowner selects 
the contractor. Progress is monitored 
and inspected. Upon completion, final 
payments are cleared and a final inspection 
is scheduled for close out.

White Plains also has an ongoing Home 
Safety Initiative to install smoke detectors 
and carbon monoxide detectors.

Available to White Plains residents 
only, free detectors and free installation 
are available to homeowners earning 
up to $43,800 per year who are not 
already participating in the city’s Home 
Rehabilitation Program.

“Any homeowner who is 
having difficulty making 

structural and safety repairs 
should contact the 

 Planning Department.”
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Harrison Among Few NY School Districts  
to Adopt Property Tax Break for U.S. Vets
By Jon Craig

By a May 1 deadline, Harrison Central 
School District joined a handful of 
districts statewide to approve a local 
property tax exemption for U.S. military 
veterans effective with next spring’s tax 
bill.

A 7-0 vote by the Harrison Board of 
Education passed an April 23 resolution 
shifting up to $600,000 in property tax 
breaks for U.S. veterans living in Harrison 
to property owners who are not veterans, 
or who fail to claim the exemption. 

The “Veteran Tax Exemption” is 
effective with the tax bill for the 2015-
2016 school year.

“The Board of Education is profoundly 
grateful for the service provided to the 
nation by Harrison’s veterans,” said 
School Superintendent Louis Wool.  
“Adopting this legislation is one tangible 
way to express our gratitude for their 
commitment to our country and our 
community.”

The new Veteran Tax Exemption, an 
amendment to section 458a of the New 
York Real Property Law, was signed into 
law by Gov. Andrew Cuomo on March 1. 
Veterans previously received tax breaks 
on municipal property taxes only. Passed 
by the state Legislature in December 2013, 
the amendment added school taxes to the 

exemption for veterans. But the state left 
the final decision on whether to extend 
the new property tax break for veterans 
up to individual school districts.

New Rochelle’s school district also 
passed the Veteran Tax Exemption. 
According to the amendment, those 
eligible for the school tax break include 
wartime veterans, who would receive 
a 15 percent reduction on school tax; 
veterans can get an additional 10 percent 
reduction with proof of service in a 
combat theater or zones, which includes 
veterans receiving a campaign ribbon or 
service medal.

Veterans who suffered service-related 
disabilities or disease are entitled to 
school tax breaks up to 50 percent of their 
disability rating, a rating from the United 
States Veterans’ Administration which is 
used to signify the extent of the disability.

In Harrison, there are an estimated 390 
eligible veterans – 158 of whom would 
automatically receive the tax exemption; 
231 would have to file additional 
paperwork to receive the active duty and 
combat exemption.

Robert Salierno, Harrison’s assistant 
superintendent of business, said the state 
should have taken the lead on the veterans 
exemption “rather than making it a local 
issue and decision.”
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By Pat Casey
Attention beautiful women of 

Westchester; there is a new boutique in 
White Plains that you are going to love.

Lola New York, located at 396 
Mamaroneck Avenue, in White Plains, 
truly has all the must-have jewelry and 
accessories you’ve been looking for and at 
very affordable prices.

Partners Dawn Pasacreta and Denise 
Elias McCarthy, both White Plains 

residents with children in the school 
district, opened their shop on May 5th.

“Our sons are best friends,” said 
Pasacreta. ‘That is how we met.”

For the past four years McCarthy, a 
native of Cuba, has been selling jewelry 
and accessories out of her home at special 
parties and fund-raising events for the 
school PTA. 

Pasacreta, a Westchester girl, has 
experience in merchandising and 
was formerly employed at Macy’s and 
Nordstrom. Both have a great eye for 
fashion and working together as a team, 
have discovered a niche market that is 
already showing signs that it will be a huge 
success.

McCarthy says that women need to 

celebrate their femininity and the items 
on sale at Lola New York are attracting 
customers to do just that. 

The store is intended to be a source 
of gifts for women of all ages. There is a 
special area set-aside just for teens with 
stylish after-prom dresses and bejeweled 
clutches, and necklaces that would put the 
final touch on any prom dress. But rocker 
vintage tees and rompers can be found 
there as well.

There is even a selection of often hard 
to find fine religious jewelry, intended 
for gift giving at Bat 
mitzvahs, Communions 
and Confirmations.

Only two weeks after the 
move to a physical location, 
the partners say their 
customers have followed 
them and passersby have 
stopped in very excited about 
what they see in the store.

The ambiance is inviting and homey. 
The name Lola was McCarthy’s idea and 
is taken from a song about girls from 
Havana. At her home parties McCarthy 
would light a candle from the Capri 
Blue collection called Volcano featuring 
tropical fruits and sugared citrus scents. 
This has become Lola’s signature scent 

and the same candles burn in the store 
(and they can be purchased there as well), 
providing a sensual feel that compliments 
the inviting seating areas, where customers 
are encouraged to spend time. A bar with 
stools at the check out counter creates an 
engaging space for chats over coffee.

When they are not in the store or 
taking care of their families, Pasacreta 
and McCarthy are busy shopping at shows 
and wholesale outlets in Manhattan and 
wherever they need to go to get just the 

right items. They seem to 
have an eye for finding the 
right merchandise for their 
Westchester clientele.

Because they purchase at 
wholesale, their prices are 
competitive and as Pasacreta 
says: “You can purchase 
a gift and something for 

yourself as well.”
Earrings range in price from $10 to $50,  

and there are necklaces priced at $15. 
Many of the items would sell for much 
more at expensive department stores and 
even online.

Featured items include trend jewelry, 
chunky necklaces, long and layering 
necklaces, stone bracelets, super light 
chandelier earrings and studs, and hair 
accessories.

There are several designer lines carried 

by Lola including Amour Vert, an eco-
friendly line of tees; Gigi New York all 
leather bags; Adina 14 carat and sterling 
“celebrity wears” with real diamonds; 
Analili dresses from Miami; My Saints 
My Hero bracelets with a message; 
Terry Stack belts with interchangeable 
buckles; Nakamol designs that are hand 
beaded and custom ordered; beach bags 
handmade in Madagascar by Oniko; and 
a line of cosmetics called Grande Lash.

Items are always giftwrapped and gift 
certificates are available.

McCarthy and Pasacreta will continue 
to plan special events for moms and 
daughters and girlfriends, including party 
and beauty nights. In June they plan to 
schedule their first Girl’s Night Out event, 
which will be posted on the Facebook 
page LOLA-NEW-YORK and emailed 
to customers who have signed up for 
notifications.

Store hours are Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Thursday: 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; and Saturday 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

McCarthy says customers should 
check the Facebook page regularly for 
news about specials and events. You can 
also visit www.LOLANY.com for more 
information about the store. 

(L to r) Dawn Pasacreta, White Plains Mayor Tom 
Roach and Denise Elias McCarthy at the Grand 
Opening of  Lola New York on May 5th.

Lola New  York, White Plains

ASHLEY TOMASELLi PHOTOS

Business
of the 
Week

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

707 Nepperhan Ave. • Yonkers, NY 
24 Hr. Tel (914) 965-5395 •Fax (914) 965-9752

www.jfjfuel.com

• Heating Oil-Commerical & Residential • Diesel Fuel
• Full Oil Heating Service and Installations • Oil Tank Installation and Removal 

• Oil Tank Testing • Full Environmental Services
• Serving Westchester County and The Bronx

J.F.J. Fuel, Inc.

“We Deliver Comfort”

Stacking necklaces and bracelets are reasonably 
priced and suit all age groups.

Denise McCarthy has brought a similar ambience 
from her home parties to Lola New York at 396 
Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains.

Hand-beaded jewelry and leather clutches 
compliment each other at Lola’s.
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By Pat Casey
You know how it is when something 

just strikes you as so funny you have 
to laugh out loud, you just can’t help 
yourself? Well, that’s the treat WPPAC’s 
(White Plains Performing Arts Center) 
production of Ken Ludwig’s “The Fox on 
the Fairway” is offering audiences live on 
stage until June 1.

Produced by WPPAC’s producing 
artistic director Jeremy Quinn, “The 
Fox on the Fairway” is a farce written in 
homage to the English farce tradition that 
began in the 1880’s and then flowered in 
the 1970’s.

According to a piece written by Ken 
Ludwig in 2011, a farce is a broad comedy 
where the emphasis is on the story and 

the plotting rather than on the emotional 
journey of the characters. It typically has 
a broad physical, knockabout quality and 
is filled with recognizable characters who 
find themselves in precarious situations

This is true of Fox on the Fairway as the 
story takes audiences on a hilarious romp 

that pulls the rug out from underneath the 
stuffy denizens of a private country club. 
Filled with mistaken identities, slamming 
doors, and over-the-top romantic 
shenanigans, it’s a furiously paced comedy 
that recalls the Marx Brothers’ classics. 

The setting is the Tap Room of Quail 
Valley Country Club, this year, as 
Bingham, played by Jorge Acosta, Quail 
Valley’s club manager places a major bet 
on the outcome of a golf tournament with 
Dickie, played by Cordell Stahl, from the 
competitive club Crouching Squirrel.

Dickie, plays the very believable role 
of the wannabe business mogul who’s 
constantly trying to pull a fast one over 
on his opponent, yet his outlandish outfits 

make you wonder what ever could he be 
thinking.

In a turnabout that has Quail Valley’s 
top player now on the opponent’s 
team, Bingham is forced to ask his new 
employee Justin, played by Nick Piacente, 
to step up and represent the club.

As Justin, Piacente’s crazy tomfoolery 
on stage keeps you laughing – it’s so 
naturally done that while you know you’re 
watching a farce, you can’t help but become 
somewhat engaged with the characters 
and their respective relationships.

Justin’s love interest, Louise, played 
by Susan Slotoroff, is a well-matched 
portrayal of a giggly young woman who 
has discovered she’s in love.

On the more seductive side, Pamela, 
Bingham’s assistant played by Amanda 
Renee Baker interacts well with each 
of the characters to keep the story line 
going. And Muriel, Bingham’s wife, 
played by Marianne Matthews presents 
an all too real, yet hilarious portrayal of a 
demanding and unfulfilled woman.

The entire play is acted out on one set, 
yet you feel like you have actually visited 
a golf club where a two-day tournament 
has taken place complete with stormy 
weather, the onset of evening and a 
broadcast game announcer.

As one can expect of a production by 
Jeremy Quinn and his associates, “The 
Fox on the Fairway” is well worth a visit 
to WPPAC. Take some friends with you 
because you’re going to want to continue 
the party once the show is over.

Remaining performances are May 22 
to 25 (Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 8 
p.m.; Sunday at 2 p.m.) May 29 to June 1 
(Thursday at 2 p.m.; Friday and Saturday 
at 8 p.m.; Sunday at 2 p.m.) $35 adults; 
$25 for students high school and younger.  

All performances are at the White 
Plains theatre, located on the third level 
of City Center off Mamaroneck Avenue 
in downtown White Plains. 

To purchase tickets: visit the theatre 
box office, purchase the tickets online at 
www.wppac.com or call 914-328-1600. 
For Group Sales call 914-328-1600.

The cast of  Fox on the Fairway during rehearsal at WPPAC.

WPPAC’s Production of “The Fox on the Fairway” Kept Me Laughing

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com
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“I could not help myself, 
I had to laugh out loud 
several times during the 

performance.”
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From the Harrison Mayor and Town Hall, May 19, 2014
In furtherance 

of the paving 
project on 
Purchase Street/
Route 120, 
the NY State 
Department of 
Transportation’s 
E n g i n e e r - i n -
Charge has 
provided my 
office with the 

following updates: 
On 5/21 and 5/22, NYS DOT will begin 

paving operations from Westchester 
Avenue to the bridge deck. From 5/27 to 
5/30, they will continue their mill and fill 
operations from Westchester Avenue to 
the bridge deck. Commencing June 1st 
(Sunday to Friday), reclamation will begin 
from Lake Street to Westchester Avenue 
(northern location). While reclamation is 
in progress on the northern end, striping 
will commence on the southern end. 
All work will be performed during the 
evening hours of 9 p.m. and 6 a.m.

Please take note of the following 
sanitation schedule change:  Monday, 
May 26th is a holiday and offices will be 
closed for Memorial Day. Garbage and 
recycling normally collected on Monday, 
May 26 will be picked-up on Tuesday, 

May 27. Garbage and recycling normally 
collected on Tuesday, May 27 will be 
picked-up on Wednesday, May 28. There 
will be no bulk trash pick-up during the 
week of May 26. 

In an effort to clear debris 
by Memorial Day weekend, 
please take note of the 
following May brush pick 
up schedule change: the May 
schedule for the collection of 
cut and tied brush has been pushed up by 
one week. Please place cut and tied brush 
curbside on the evening of Sunday, May 
18th, for collection during the week of 
May 19th. Thank you for your patience 
and cooperation. 

On Sunday, May 18th I had the 
pleasure of sampling our local chefs’ 
specialties at the Friends of the Public 
Library fundraiser, “A Taste of Harrison.” 
It was a very successful affair, as over 100 
people came out to support this very 
worthwhile event. All proceeds will be 
used by the Friends of the Public Library, 
a not for profit organization, to support 
the Harrison Public Library. Thank you 
to all volunteers and attendees. I would 
also like to express my gratitude to all 
the participating restaurants for their 
generous contributions. A special thank 
you also goes to Joe Marcone for driving 

the van, allowing for easy and convenient 
transportation to the participating 
venues. 

I would like to bring your attention to 
a very important event. On 
May 24th, 10 a.m., at Veterans 
Park, our entire community is 
invited to bring their unwanted 
American flags and witness 
this year’s Flag Burning 
Ceremony. According to 

federal law, there are specific procedures 
and guidelines in reference to proper flag 
disposal. Attendees will salute the flag, 
say the Pledge of Allegiance and observe 
a brief moment of silence.  

Recently, you may have noticed 
white ribbons tied around some of our 
municipal trees. The National Alliance 
on Mental Illness (NAMI) of Westchester 
is drawing attention to the organization 
through their annual ribbon campaign. 
NAMI is the nation’s largest grassroots 
mental health organization dedicated to 
assisting those who are affected by mental 
illness.  

This event will raise awareness and, as 
a result, free people from stigmas that 
prevent many from seeking the help  
they need. For more information 
about NAMI Westchester, visit  www.
namiwestchester.org. 

In closing, I hope you and your family 
have a very safe and healthy Memorial 
Day weekend. The next “Lunch with 
the Mayor” is on May 23rd and I will 
be at Quenas Restaurant located at 109 
Harrison Avenue in Downtown Harrison. 
I will be at this location from 12:30 to 
1:30 and look forward to meeting with 
residents and talking about issues facing 
our community. 

Ron Belmont, 
Supervisor/Mayor of 
Harrison

Guest 
Column
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After a long and damaging winter 
situated within a long and damaging 
economic downturn, it is encouraging 
that the White Plains Planning 
Department is actively seeking 
applications from homeowners who are 
not able to keep up with necessary repairs 
to provide a safe living environment in 
their homes.

Snow, ice and torrential rain have 
wreaked havoc in our neighborhoods, 
but there is help and White Plains has 
developed a comprehensive program to 

keep its community in good shape.
As part of the Community 

Development Program funded with 
grants from the federal Housing and 
Urban Development agency (HUD), 
White Plains residents might be able to 
obtain low-interest loans for damaged 
roofs, compromised foundations, 
plumbing, electrical work, windows, etc.

All residents need to do is call the 
Planning department to find out if they 
are eligible to take part in the program.

Many near retirement age residents 

and those over 60 should call and find 
out what programs are available for 
seniors.

In the meantime, the city has a Home 
Safety Initiative that provides free smoke 
and carbon monoxide detectors and 
installation for eligible homeowners.

Detectors save lives and White Plains 
asks everyone to get protected today.

The number to call is 914-422-1300. 
Residents can also visit the city website 
at www.WhitePlainsNY.org for more 
information.

The Gedney Association with other 
neighborhoods in White Plains is 
sponsoring an informational meeting on 
Wednesday, June 4 at 7p.m. in the White 
Plains High School Auditorium.

Titled White Plains at the Crossroads 
– Can Our Neighborhoods Be Saved? 
the program will focus on encroaching 
nonresidential development in or close 
to neighborhoods.

Discussion will include the French 
American School of New York’s 
proposal to construct a regional school 
on the former Ridgeway Country Club 
property; a 250,000 square foot shopping 
center proposed between East Post Road 
and Maple Avenue; plans for towers 
over the former Westchester Pavilion 
mall; and general plans for White 
Plains as a transportation hub for buses 

transporting people from Rockland 
County to New York City.

A flyer announcing the event asks 
if the Mayor and Common Council 
are promoting White Plains as an 
urban center to the detriment of the 
residential neighborhoods and if the 
city’s infrastructure can accommodate 
these proposals.

A Healthy Relationship with HUD That’s Benefitting the Neighborhoods

Neighborhood Associations Present White Plains at the Crossroads

Obituaries
Irene Ganson
Irene Ganson, a White Plains resident, 

passed away May 18. She was 91. Irene 
was born on July 2, 1922 in Lancaster 
South Carolina to Richard and Rosa Belle 
(Stark) Barns. She was a longtime resident 
of White Plains and Greenburgh. Irene 
worked for the New Rochelle Woman Spa 
Club for 40 years, before retiring in 1989.

She is survived by her son Clarence 
(Patricia) Thrower of White Plains. Also 
surviving are four grandchildren: Brian 
Thrower, Celeste Thrower, Danielle 
Thrower Johnson and Jacquai Ganson 
all of White Plains, and three great-
grandchildren Blake Thrower, Olivia 
Thrower and Ashley Johnson. Irene is also 
survived by her niece Patricia Harvey, 
and her children Omar Sow, and Jessica 
Sow. She was predeceased by her son John 
Ganson in October 1992 and her older 
sister Mable Harvey on January 1, 1987. 
Visiting will be on Friday, May 23, 2-4 and 
7-9 p.m. Services will we held at 7 p.m. 
at the funeral home, McMahon, Lyon & 
Hartnett, 491 Mamaroneck Ave., White 
Plains; 914-949-7777.

Jennifer Murphy
Jennifer Ann Murphy, 40, of White 

Plains, passed away May 16 at White 
Plains Hospital. Ms. Murphy was born 
November 24, 1973 at White Plains 
Hospital to William and Joan Murphy. 
She worked 16 years as a nurse at White 
Plains Hospital dedicated to caring for 
others. She is survived by her parents, 
William and Joan Murphy, her brother 
Chris, Cousin Michelle and her family, 
her Aunt Phyllis and Uncle Mike and 
their family, her uncle Chip and his family 
and many loving friends. Jennifer touched 
the lives of everyone she came in contact 

with. She loved being a nurse, caring for 
others and never let cancer get in the way 
of living her life.

Visiting will be on Tuesday, May 20, 
2-5 and 7-9 p.m. at McMahon, Lyon & 
Hartnett Funeral Home, 491 Mamaroneck 
Ave., White Plains. Funeral Services will 
be on Wednesday, May 22, 10:30 a.m. at St 
Matthews Lutheran Church White Plains.

At the family’s request, in lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to the charity of 
your choice in Jennifer’s name.

Catherine Luongo
Catherine Terry Luongo, a White Plains 

resident, passed away on May 15. She was 
born on Aug. 18, 1939 in Selina, Tennessee 
to James and Tribbie (Overstreet) Terry.

Catherine married Angelo Luongo in 
Scottsdale, Arizona, in June of 1973. He 
passed on May 4, 2014.

Catherine worked at Suny Purchase 
College for 20 years until her retirement 
in 1999.

She is survived by her daughter 
Katherine Luongo of Boston Mass. and 
one brother Peyton Terry, and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by four brothers, 
and her beloved husband.

Funeral Services will be held on Tuesday, 
May 20, 10 a.m. at the Westchester Church 
of Christ Church, 511 North St., White 
Plains. Interment will follow at Ferncliff 
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers donations may be 
made to American Cancer Society.

Vera Blake
Vera Blake of West Harrison died at 

her home on May 14, four months shy of 
her 100th birthday. Mrs. Blake was born 
on Sept. 3, 1914 in New York City, the 

daughter of Irene Haggerty and James 
Williamson. Mrs. Blake was a manager 
at Schrafft’s Restaurant where she spent 
many happy years. She later volunteered 
at St. Agnes Hospital and White Plains 
Hospital. Mrs. Blake was a resident of 
West Harrison for over 43 years and was 
a parishioner of St. Anthony of Padua 
Church. 

Mrs. Blake is predeceased by her 
husband, Matthew Blake who she 
married on Sept 15, 1934 at Our Lady of 
Mercy Church in the Bronx. She is also 
predeceased by her three siblings Frank 
and John Williamson and Jane Lawlor.

She is survived by her daughter Barbara 
Blake Kerrick of West Harrison, two 
grandchildren Debbie Kerrick and her 
husband Raymond Smith and Blake 
Kerrick and his wife Debbie. She is  
the proud great-grandmother of 
Katelyn, Courtney, Kasey, Meghan and  
Emma Kate.

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 

to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 

withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. Please 
refrain  from personal attacks.  

Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. 

The White Plains Examiner 
requires that all letter writers 

provide their name, address and 
contact information. 

Letters Policy

 To advertise in 
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Police Blotter
Harrison Police Department 

Drug Arrests: On April 28, police 
responded to a call from security 
personnel at Manhattanville College in 
Purchase who reported that a couple was 
observed having a verbal disagreement in 
a car parked in front of the campus chapel 
at 2900 Purchase St. The security officer 
told police that the couple had been 
seen entering the chapel. In addition, 
the safety officer had seen the male take 
a backpack from the trunk of the car 
and move it to the back seat. A woman 
identified as Lauren Marsico, 20, of 232 
Mamaroneck Ave. in Mamaroneck exited 
the chapel and appeared to police to be 
under the influence of narcotics. A short 
time later, Charles Allen, 34, of 60 Barker 
St. in Mount Kisco, also exited the chapel. 
According to police, Allen exhibited slow 
speech, glazed eyes and fidgety behavior 
and also appeared to have taken narcotics 
of some kind. Marsico gave police 
permission to search her car; they found 
several prescription bottles on the floor 
of the car. The campus officer took the 
backpack from the back seat of the car 
and Allen opened it to reveal 22 grams 
of cocaine, seven grams of MDMA, also 
known as “Ecstasy,” and a scale used to 
weigh drugs. The suspects were placed 
under arrest and taken to the police 
station, where Allen told police that the 
drugs in the backpack were his. A search 
of his person turned up a small plastic 
baggie of MDMA. Police also recovered 
63 white, heart-shaped tablets later 
identified as Dilaudid, a synthetic form 
of opium, and three tablets of oxycodone. 
Marsico told police she was hiding a bag 
of cocaine in her body. The hidden bag 
cost Marsico an additional charge of 
“tampering with evidence” along with 
possession of a controlled substance. She 
was arraigned and released to the custody 
of her father who posted $3,000 bail. She 
was due to return to court on April 29. 
Allen was charged with possession with 
intent to sell. He was sent to County Jail 
due to several prior felony convictions. 

Cell Phone Violation: On May 3, 
Vittorio Novello, 30, of 111 Old Lake 
St. in West Harrison was pulled over 
after police saw him talking on his cell 
phone while driving near Buckout and 
Carriage Hill roads. As the police officer 
was inspecting Novello’s license and 
registration, he noticed a strong smell of 
marijuana. Novello told police he had “a 
roach” in the car. A search of the car found 
several mostly-burned joints as well as 
one marijuana cigarette. He was arrested 
on a charge of Unlawful Possession of 
Marijuana (UPM) and taken to police 
headquarters where he was released. He 
is due to appear in court on June 3.

Suspended Driving Privileges: Failure 
to signal properly for a lane change 
caught police attention on May 9 when 

they stopped a car driven eastbound 
on Westchester Avenue. Asked for his 
driver’s license and registration, Novelle 
Stephenson, 45 of 63 Bridge Street in 
Stamford, Connecticut, produced both 
a valid registration and license issued in 
Connecticut. However, a further database 
check showed that his driving privileges 
in New York State had been suspended on 
June 28, 2006 after he failed to pay a fine 
issued in Nassau County. In addition, it 
was determined that Stephenson had an 
active arrest warrant out of Westchester 
County for jumping bail on October 
19, 2013. He was arrested and taken to 
headquarters for processing and his car 
was impounded. Stephenson is set to 
return to court on May 27. 

Suspended Driving Privileges: A 
police officer on patrol in the area of 
Harrison and Coakley avenues on May 
10, saw a pickup truck carrying a full 
load of landscaping supplies along with 
several wheelbarrows hanging off the 
bed of the truck that hadn’t been tied 
down. Upon request Salomon Sosa, 30, 
of 28 Greenwood Avenue in Port Chester 
presented a driver’s license that records 
showed had been suspended as of May 
4 when Sosa refused to submit to a 
chemical test. He was arrested and then 
released on his own recognizance and 
is set to return to court on June 17.  The 
truck was released to Michael Portanova, 
a licensed driver who was on the scene 
with Sosa. 

Greenburgh Police Department
Grand Larceny: On May 5, James 

E. Stokes, 72, walked into police 
headquarters to document the theft of 
his wallet, possibly the day before, at 
the Christmas Tree Shop at 393 North 
Central Ave. in Hartsdale. Stokes reported 
that while paying for his purchases, an 
unknown person took his wallet. He 
noticed it was gone when he went out to 
his car. He returned to the store to see 
if store personnel had found it without 
luck. Stokes got a call from a manager 
at the Christmas Tree Shop saying that 
they’d found his wallet in the men’s room. 
Upon retrieving it, Stokes discovered that 
his credit cards, bankcard, Social Security 
card and New York driver’s license were 
missing. Police advised him to cancel the 
credit and bankcards immediately and 
notify credit agencies of the theft. 

Moneypaks Scam: A 70-year-old 
Elmsford man was defrauded of $2,450. 
Basil Bowen of South Montgomery 
Street told police he was contacted 
on April 23 by a man calling himself 
“Brian Anderson” from the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York. Anderson 
apparently informed Bowen that he was 
entitled to grant and insurance monies 
totaling $8,400. All Bowen had to do 
was pay the New York state taxes on 

the money. Bowen was instructed to 
purchase Greendot Moneypaks from 
CVS as a means to transfer the state tax 
money to Anderson. Anderson told him 
to call with the account number on the 
back of the Moneypak card in order 
to complete the transaction. Between 
April 23 and May 1, Bowen purchased 
Greendot Moneypaks totaling $1,950. 
He and “Brian Anderson” talked several 
times a day during that period. His last 
conversation with Anderson was on May 
2 when Bowen was told that he would 
be receiving a certified check via FedEx 
totaling $11,100. When the check didn’t 
arrive, Bowen tried to call Anderson but 
wasn’t able to reach him. He did, however, 
reach two other men apparently involved 
in the scheme: Oscar Walton and James 
Lee who told Bowen he was an attorney. 
Bowen never heard from any of the three 
men again. 

Deli Break-in: On May 6, business 
owner Timothy J. Fletcher, 36, was the 
victim of a burglary at 1155 Knollwood 
Road in White Plains. Police discovered 
the break-in when an officer doing a 
premises’ check discovered that the 
back door of the Knollwood Deli was 
open. Fletcher came to the scene and 
told police that he’d received no notice 
of an intrusion from his alarm company. 
During a search of the area, police 
discovered an empty tip jar and a roll 
of quarters on the street adjacent to 8 
Mayfair Way. Both items were placed 
into evidence. A search of the interior 
revealed that $140 in quarters had been 
taken along with the DVR to Fletcher’s 
camera system. 

Criminal Trespass: On May 7, police 
responded to a call reporting that a naked 
man was traversing the area surrounding 
an apartment complex located at 90 
Manhattan Ave. When police arrived, 
they were told by a resident that the 
man was now sitting on her living room 
couch, wearing a shirt and underwear. 
He appeared to be hallucinating under 
the influence of PCP, also known as 
“Angel Dust.” The man, identified as 
Pedrow Jahiem, did not respond to 
police commands. The occupant of the 
apartment said that she did not know 
Jahiem. He ended up in her apartment 
after her 11-year-old grandson answered 
a knock at the door. Jahiem reportedly 
walked into the living room and refused 
to leave. Jahiem was taken to the White 
Plains Hospital Emergency Room, 
treated and then taken to Greenburgh 
Police Headquarters. No further details 
were reported.

Criminal Mischief: On May 8, Zeena 
Marshall, 58, of 108 Sprain Valley Road, 
Scarsdale, reported to police that she 
and her boyfriend were awakened by a 
loud noise that had come from the living 

room. The couple discovered that a large 
rock had been thrown through the front 
window, smashing it. Police discovered 
no footprints and searched the interior 
of the home to make sure that there 
were no intruders. Marshall said she 
could not think of anyone who might 
want to harm her or damage her house. 
Her companion, who doesn’t live on 
the premises, concurred with Marshall, 
saying that he couldn’t think of anyone 
who would want to harm him either. The 
area was canvassed without results. The 
motive of the incident remains unclear. 

Driving While Ability Impaired:  On 
May 8, police were called to 4 Arthur 
Lane in White Plains on a report of a car 
driving through a fence. Police found 
that Nicholas J. Perelman, 27, of 3128 
Henry Hudson Parkway in the Bronx, 
had driven his car through the rear fence 
of the property and into a homeowner’s 
backyard where the red Honda Accord 
came to a stop. According to police, 
Perelman apologized to the homeowner, 
admitting he’d had three beers at a friend’s 
house before the accident. Perelman 
told police that he’d been driving fast 
eastbound on Grasslands Road when 
he missed the curve and drove through 
the parking lot of the American Gas 
Station at 1169 Knollwood Road. The 
car broke through the rear fence of the 
gas station and into the backyard of the 
homeowner. Police said Perelman failed a 
series of field sobriety tests, was arrested 
and taken to headquarters. He was 
released on $100 cash bail and was due 
to appear in court on May 13. His vehicle 
was towed to Brendan’s Auto Body with 
extensive damage. 

Criminal Impersonation 2nd Degree:  
Kuan Chiu, 79, of 10 Hood Court in  
Hartsdale foiled a fraud attempt on 
May 7. Chiu got a phone call from an 
unknown man with an accent who told 
him that he was an IRS agent and that 
Chiu needed to pay the agency $4,500 
in unpaid taxes. He gave Chiu a phone 
number to call back.

When Chiu made the call a few hours 
later, he spoke to a “Kevin Johnson” 
who told him that he was an IRS agent. 
“Johnson” repeated the demand for 
$4,500 in unpaid taxes and added that 
the money had to be sent “now.” He 
added that if Chiu refused to pay that he 
would be arrested and prosecuted. Chiu 
told “Johnson” that he did not owe the 
IRS any money and did not follow their 
instructions or pay them any money. The 
con artists also told Chiu that he must go 
to his bank and withdraw a tax voucher 
in the amount of $4,500. He was then 
to take it to Home Depot. After that, he 
received no further instructions. Police 
tried to call the phone number, but there 
was no answer.
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Picking your child’s day camp is good 
practice for helping to pick your child’s 
college—you need to do your homework, 
collect your data, and be sure you know 
what your child wants from his/her 
summer camp experience.

Here are a few key points to remember 
when looking for a camp:

Fun first.  Kids work hard all year 
in school.  Camp is about playing 
games, swimming, enjoying arts and 
crafts. The first priority shouldn’t be 
about academics. Rest assured that all 
the camp activities that your child is 
participating in will teach them plenty 
about communication, team-work and 

social skills.
Safety is a top priority. Is it clean and 

neat indoor space? Outdoor space well 
maintained?  Is equipment up-to-date? 
And be sure your child gets outside 
during the day, covered in sunscreen of 
course. 

Vive la difference. Unless your child 
really wants to go to a program that 
focuses on one special interest, children 
thrive on exposure to different activities. 
Be sure your camp choice mixes it up for 
an active, interesting and busy day.

Designated downtime.  Kids today are 
over programmed; quiet rest periods are 
important.

Does the staff have CPR training?  If 
there are children with special needs 
in the camp, or if your child has a 
special need, do they have the trained 
employees to work with them? And most 
importantly, can your camp verify their 
employee screening process? You can’t be 
too careful.

Lots of counselors. The American 
Academy of Pediatricians recommends a 
child to staff ratio of 5 to 1 for toddlers, 7 
to 1 for three year old and 8 to 1 for four 
and five year-olds.

Always do a site visit and scour the 
camp’s website, both will tell you a lot 
about the flavor and feel of the camp. 

Can you visualize your child having fun 
there? Go with your gut. If you do your 
homework, both you and your child will 
be happy campers and have a summer 
full of wonderful memories.                                      

The YMCA of Central and Northern 
Westchester offers summer camp 
programs at their White Plains branch, 
through its Community Y in Somers, 
and at its 80-acre camp in Putnam Valley, 
Camp Combe.  Go to www.ymca-cnw.
org  or www.campcombe.ymca-cnw.
org for further camp information. We 
provide financial assistance on camp fees 
for families in financial need and foster 
an inclusion policy at all our camps.

What’s the Deal on Day Camps?  How do you Choose?

They Were All Heroes – Vietnam Memories
By Jeff Ohlbaum

I Corp Thau Thien Province 19 miles 
south of Hue...Firebase Tomahawk.

It started raining heavily the night of 
June 19, 1969. No full moon and visibility 
at best two feet. You learn quickly in 
Vietnam that weather and stealth are 
potent combat components.

Charlie Battery from the 2nd Battalion 
138th Field Artillery unit had the stellar 
reputation of inflicting heavy losses on 
the NVA (North Vietnamese Army) as 
they crossed the DMZ along the Ho Chi 
Min Trail into South Vietnam. Charlie 
Battery was a well-trained National Guard 
unit from Bardstown, Kentucky. They 
had trained together stateside for years 
and socialized with each other at home. 
The 155 howitzers at Firebase Tomahawk, 
14,500 meters max range, had a primary 
target: Ruong Ruong Valley, the lower A 
Shau Valley a stronghold of the NVA.

Mountains and valleys covered by an 
umbrella of trees in full foliage created 
a perfect landscape to harbor the 
hardcore NVA. They knew the terrain 
and functioned best in darkness. Their 
mode of transport was usually elephants; 
you cannot carry mortars and rocket 
launchers manually. Sadly, the 155’s had to 
target the transporter as well as the enemy.

Firebase Tomahawk was in a good 
location for the artillery pieces to rein 
havoc but not viewed too favorably by the 
soldiers holding and defending it.

The terrain and sloping hills outside our 
360-degree perimeter would be difficult to 
defend. We later found out our Firebase 
had been cleared (defoliated) with Agent 
Orange; which was common in Vietnam.

In addition to the artillery battery, we 
had an 18-man platoon from Charlie 
Company 2nd Battalion, 501st Infantry, 
101st Airborne Division sharing 
perimeter support with us. Our bunkers 
were heavily sandbagged with mounted 

M-50 and M-60 machine guns pointing 
outside the perimeter and manned every 
night with two people inside. 

0120 June 20, 1969 it was still raining 
hard. I was on perimeter duty that night 
facing north. The radiotelephone rings. 
We are alerted the artillery firebases to 
our north and south are under mortar 
attack. We knew the drill...our base was 
put on full alert. Those who are off-shift 
were awakened. M-16s were loaded, never 
to the max to prevent jamming, usually 19 
rounds. 

The playbook was now in enemy hands, 
no full moon, no visibility, our artillery 
support bases that have pre-fired grid co-
ordinates to drop artillery rounds outside 
our perimeter (broken arrow) to protect us 
are under mortar attack themselves...s__t 
we must be next!

0130 June 20, 1969, incoming mortars. 
The noise is deafening and the dirt beneath 
me vibrates.  Cannot see the enemy flash 
tubes...too dark. Pick up the phone to get 
info. Phone is dead; a mortar or rocket 
may have cut the phone wire or is the Fire 
Direction Center Command Post (phone 
link) hit? Our M-50’s and M-60’s go hot 
(mad minute). Can only see the tracers...it 

is pitch black outside.  
0155 June 20, 1969 bad news our firebase 

lights up...self-illuminating round fired 
by one of our artillery guns. That means 
the enemy has breached our perimeter 
under their own mortar fire and are now 
in our backyard; Firebase Tomahawk. 
Since they did not penetrate the perimeter 
from the north side they were behind us! 
We are unable to turn around based on 
our posture in the narrow bunker and all 
weapons are hot facing north.   

We ignited the pre-set claymores outside 
the perimeter. Another deafening sound 
with metal and debris flying incorrectly 
towards us. The enemy had rotated the 
claymores to fire back at us. They had re-
conned our firebase.

We also had Foo gas, a mixture of 
explosives and napalm in 50-gallon 
drums outside the perimeter as a layer 
of protection, which was detonated to 
disperse an explosive fire over a large area.

We were now hearing large explosions 
on the Firebase; not mortars. It was 
satchel charges and handheld rocket 
propelled grenades being used by the 
NVA to destroy the six deployed artillery 
guns and anyone around it. It must be an 
NVA Sapper Company specifically trained 
to destroy and kill with immediacy. For 
them it is an honor to die in combat. 

0300 June 20, 1969 A Flare gun fires a 
green color round into the air. The enemy 
was retreating (didi mau). Spooky aka 
“Puff the Magic Dragon” (AC-47) arrived 
overhead firing their four Gatling guns; 
each with multiple barrels as the enemy 
withdrew. It was immense firepower. 
Huge trees were dismantled and large 
rock formations turned into pebbles. The 
enemy had nowhere to hide.

The dust-offs (medivacs) supported by 
gunships landed to remove the injured 
and dead. The less serious were flown to 
Phu Bai and the more serious to Da Nang; 

those with severe burns were airlifted 
from Da Nang to a Naval hospital ship 
based in the South China Sea. The damage 
and human toll was beyond words.

We later find out through one surviving 
prisoner that 150 NVA Sappers, 72nd 
Sapper Company  4th Regiment NVA, 
had amassed outside our perimeter. 
Seventy-five of them wearing only a loin 
cloth with satchel charges strapped to 
their bodies and some with 2 cigarette 
filters taped to their chest (in case gas 
is used it works like a gas mask when 
inserted into the nostrils). They were 
high on drugs as they snaked through 
the concertina wire and avoided the trip 
flares. The other 75 Sappers outside the 
perimeter were waiting for a red flare 
that would have doubled the enemy force. 
They determined enough damage had 
occurred; we avoided being overrun. 

Three of the six howitzers were 
destroyed, one disabled, ammunition 
storage area eliminated, nine perimeter 
bunkers destroyed, make-shift mess hall, 
maintenance and ammo carriers gone. 
Tomahawk was in shambles and everyone 
was dazed seeking to locate and help their 
fellow brother.

Nine artillerymen were killed. The 
101st Airborne lost four. Over 50 were 
wounded. They were young, fearless and 
served with honor. They had wives, kids, 
girlfriends, parents and grandparents.

Twenty-three of the Sapper bodies were 
counted.

The southern and western perimeter 
bunker positions had been penetrated. 
Fate had me facing north that night.

Those who proudly served were all 
heroes at Firebase Tomahawk but some 
are not here to tell their story. This 
Memorial Day, 45 years later, I am their 
spokesperson. 

Jeff Ohlbaum is an account executive 
with Examiner Media.  

Advertise in  The White Plains Examiner  914-864-0878 
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The “Sandwich 
G e n e r a t i o n ” 
refers to the large 
number of adults 
who are dealing 
with both young 
children and 
aging parents. If 

you are a member of this group, it may 
be challenging to find a safe and reliable 
investment that protects your family and 
addresses your specific needs. However, 
there are more options than you may 
realize. 

Caring for others is a large 
responsibility, but there are many steps 
you can take to ensure that your loved ones 
are taken care of if something 
happens to you. First, contact 
an estate-planning attorney 
to help you write a will and 
update it when circumstances 
change. Secondly, think about 
purchasing life insurance, 
which can be tailored to the 
specific needs of you and your family. For 
instance, a term life policy can provide 
affordable death benefit protection for 

a certain number of years, and may 
be eligible for conversion to a whole 
life policy at a future date. Whole life 

policies provide financial 
security later in life, and 
their cash value can be 
borrowed against to serve as 
an alternate source of funds 
as needs arise.

While there are events 
you can plan for, such 

as your retirement or your child’s 
education, caring for an elderly parent 
can be unpredictable. While savings and 

investment accounts can provide some 
assistance, so can the right insurance. 

Simply put, members of the Sandwich 
Generation do not need to go at it alone. 
Term insurance, whole life insurance, 
and long-term care insurance are three 
strong solutions that can help provide 
financial protection for changing needs. 

Steven Crabbe, Agent, Financial 
Services Professional New York Life 
Insurance Company. To learn more about 
the information or topics discussed, please 
contact Steven at 914-253-7253.

In a recent 
column, I 
expounded on 
a time-honored 
and well-worn 
axiom in the 
wine industry: 90 
percent of a wine 

is made in the vineyard. This implies that 
the characteristics of a wine are primarily 
under the influence of nature, not man. 
That the soil, natural irrigation, vineyard 
elevation and microclimate influence 
the vigor and unique profile of a cluster 
of grapes more so than the alchemy 
exacted by a winemaker in the winery. It 
is the harvested grapes that contain the 
elements for a great or poor wine, not a 
winemaker’s talents. 

Much has been said of the influence of 
modern technology in winery operations. 
Yet there is a growing influence of science 
in the vineyards as well. Man is diligently 
exercising his 21st century scientific 
enlightenment in the traditional realms 
of nature; advancements in genetic 
engineering are influencing many aspects 
of the natural order of nature. 

Is the 90 percent paradigm in jeopardy?
In recent years the characteristics 

of grapevines have come under the 
increasing control of scientists and 
viticulturists. One such intrusion is the 
genetic cloning of grapevine plants, 
through which the vigor and quality of 
vines and grapes can now be influenced 
and enhanced.

By hybridizing and then grafting select 
woody branches of one grapevine variety 
onto the grapevine rootstock of another 
grapevine variety, man is altering the very 
core of wine’s natural profile, affecting 
resistance to disease, vitality and even the 
flavor of their fruits.

Examples of these grapevine clones 
abound. 

Pinot Noir is perhaps the most fickle 
of grapes, subject to myriad diseases, 
unpredictable in various microclimates 
and sensitive to subtle differences in soil 
composition. Today, through the science 
of DNA research and sophisticated trials, 
viticulturists are able to create specific 
traits in field trials and laboratories to 

create grapevine stock that is tailored to 
specific vineyard  sites. A viniculturist 
(winemaker), working with a viticulturist 
(vineyard professional), is able to select 
from dozens of clones to 
find the ideal match for 
their vineyard plantings. 

A problem with a 
particular soil fungus? 
Clone #27 is highly 
disease resistant. Seeking a 
grapevine that can tolerate 
frost better than others? 
Try Clone #19. Seeking more fruit flavors 
or less acid in grapes? Try Clone # 177. 

Another example comes from Italy. 
In the 1990s, the local consortium of 
winemakers in the Chianti Classico 
region of Tuscany was struggling with 
a reputation for mass-produced, low 
quality wines. A carryover from 50 
years of winemakers who focused on 
the bottom line rather than the quality 
of their wines, the newest generation of 
winemakers were intent on improving 
their wines, their image and ultimately 
their profitability. They embarked on a 
multi-year, self-funded project to improve 
the practices of winemaking. The core 
goal of this research was to find the ideal 
grapevine clone that could optimize the 
growing conditions of their vineyards and 
the quality of their wines. After testing 
hundreds of existing and newly created 

clones, they narrowed their choices to a 
handful of clones. Today the quality and 
popularity of Chianti Classico wines is at 
an all-time high, as is the financial success 
of the consortium. 

This approach has been successful 
in Western Europe for years  and has 
spread to the United States. One of my 
favorite examples is Siduri Winery in 
California. The owner, David Lee, has 
built a reputation for identifying multiple 
Pinot Noir grapevine clones that provide 
the optimal expression of a particular 
plot of land. He then contracts with 

growers to graft these clones each year, 
thus providing him with a painter’s pallet 
of choices to mix and match. The end 
product is the ultimate expression of his 

vision to consumers. 
Once again we see man 

inextricably entwined with 
nature as we seek to coexist 
in a vast ecosystem that 
becomes more delicate with 
each passing harvest. So 
long as man understands 
his role in fostering this 

balance, consumers will continue to reap 
the fruits.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 

has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

The Sandwich Generation: Caught Between Two Worlds

The Grapevine Clone Wars With Mother Nature

By Nick Antonaccio

“Man is altering 
wine’s natural profile.”

Guest 
ColumnBy Steven Crabbe
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I travel the culinary trail 
a great deal and I always 
try to search out what 
is unique, interesting 
and delicious, whether 
it be a food foray into 
the Big Apple, around 
the country, or close by, 

here in Westchester. Even 
with the expansion of the food and dining 
scene in the suburbs over the past decade, 
there are still certain cuisines that are 
underrepresented. Vietnamese cooking 
finally showed its face in Westchester a 
couple of years ago at cozy Saigonese in 
Hartsdale; hearty French bistros have been 
making a comeback like the new Encore 
in Rye, sister restaurant to the original 
in Larchmont; true Mexican cuisine, 
not the watered down Americanized 
version, can be found in the mom and 
pop shops and bodegas in towns such as 
Port Chester, New Rochelle and White 
Plains, and the Latin culinary realm has 
enjoyed a rhythmic bounce throughout 
greater Westchester led by Sofrito, Don 
Coqui and Gaucho Grill, all in White 
Plains. I am delighted to report that 
Cuban cooking has started to take root in 
the area as well. Here in the county there 
are now two restaurants espousing this 
cuisine, La Bella Havana in downtown 
Yonkers and the newest Havana Central 
in the Ridge Hill Shopping Center in 

Yonkers. I am also going to turn you on to 
a most compelling lively Cuban-themed 
restaurant I discovered recently in the 
Bronx just minutes from the Westchester 
line.
Havana Café Serves a Taste of the 
Caribbean

The breezy flavors of the Caribbean 
are highlighting the seasonal fare at 
bustling Havana Café in 
the Schuylerville section of 
the Bronx. Partners Kevin 
Alicea, Ruben Rodriguez, 
Antonio Olavarria, Troy 
Perez and Executive Chef 
Ramon Perez have opened 
the French doors to their 
outdoor café and patrons 
are flocking in.

Step inside the multi-sectioned 
restaurant and to your left is a wrap-
around 30-seat bar/lounge area busy 
throughout the day and evening with a 
lively networking crowd enjoying those 
colorful specialty cocktails. The 100-
seat dining room is divided into three 
sections highlighted by Cuban inspired 
wall murals, banquets, two-tier seating, 
exposed industrial piping, wood beams 
and ceiling fans. Popular Happy Hours 
run from 3 to 7 p.m. and include $5 
Mojitos, Sangria and Margaritas. The 
house also carries a major rum list and 
offers rum flights daily.

From Chef Perez’s kitchen come such 
beautifully plated starters as: Camarones 
al Ajillo, sautéed shrimp, double garlic 
sauce, piquillo peppers served with 
garlic toast; Havana Sushi, tempura 
shrimp, crab, avocado, pickled ginger 
and wasabi; Bacalaitos, traditional cod 
fritters with garlic and lemon mojo; 
Calamares Cubanos, crackling calamari, 

spiced honey glaze, served 
with organic salad; Pinchos, 
grilled pork, spicy chorizo 
and chicken skewers with 
house chimichurri; Mango 
Ribs, baby back pork ribs 
with mango BBQ sauce; and 
a Picadera combo platter 
of empanadas, cangrejitos 

(mini corn and crab cakes), spicy wings 
and coconut shrimp. 

Overstuffed sandwiches include: Pollo, 
grilled chicken breast, Swiss cheese, 
guava BBQ sauce, served with plantain 
chips; a Signature Cuban Burger, 10 
oz. beef burger, double smoked bacon, 
caramelized  onions, American cheese 
and French fries;  Cubano, the traditional 
Cuban sandwich served with plantain 
chips; and Salmon Burger with fresh 
avocado, chipotle mayo and mixed green 
salad. Signature Pizzas Cubana have 
become quite popular here and run from 
the traditional with fresh mozzarella and 
tomato sauce, to the Picadillo, Cuban 
style beef picaillo or grilled chicken with 
peppers and onions.

‘Nuevo Cubano’ main courses include: 
Lechoncito, bone-in roast pork, coconut 
rice, creamy sour orange mojo; Paella 
Cubana, chicken, chorizo, jumbo shrimp, 
mussels, calamari, served with saffron 
rice; Pargo, red snapper served with 
stewed tomatoes, olives, and crispy yucca 
mofongo; and Churrasco, grilled skirt 
steak with tomato escabeche, smoked 
bacon moro de mami; and Mahi Mahi.

‘Los Clasicos’ served with white 
rice, black beans and maduros include: 
Boliche, chorizo stuffed pork tenderloin 
served with a Creole style sauce; Ropa 
Vieja, slow cooked shredded beef, onions 
and peppers; Palomila, thinly sliced 
Cuban steak with caramelized onions; and 
Camarones Enchilados, adobo rubbed 
jumbo shrimp. A number vegan options 
are also available daily.

Special Hint: This dynamic team also 
operates Havana Catering, which does 
on and off-premise catered events of 
all types and sizes. They already handle 
the food service for Orchard Beach and 
backstage catering and concession service 
for Lehman College. The same group will 
soon premiere Cabo, an upscale Mexican 
restaurant serving classic and modern 
south-of-the-border cuisine; and Vapor 
Lounge, featuring hand crafted cocktails 
and Hookah.

Havana Café is located at 3151 E. 
Tremont Ave., Bronx, N.Y. near Throgs 
Neck. The restaurant is open seven days 

a week for lunch, dinner and Sunday 
brunch. Main courses at lunch and dinner: 
$7 to $27. Bar/lounge. Happy Hours: 
3 to 7 p.m. daily. Specialty cocktails. 
Occasional live entertainment. Live 
comedy Monday nights. Casual dress. 
Seasonal outdoor seating. Parties and on/
off premise catering for all types of events. 
Major credit cards. Municipal and street 
parking. Reservations suggested for larger 
groups. Phone: 718-518-1800. www.
bronxhavanacafe.com 
Buying Local at Area Farmers Markets

Going ‘local’ when shopping for your 
food pantry is an ever-popular movement 
today. ‘Farm-to-table’ is another term 
often applied. To meet this demand 
farmer’s markets have sprung up all over 
greater Westchester making it easier for 
buyers to meet the grower or artisanal 
purveyor up close. And depending on 
the market, they offer a bounty of foods 
from cheeses to pies and baked goods, 
pickles to organic meats and wines. It’s 
great fun for the whole family and most 
of the outdoor markets will run through 
the fall. Open now are farmers markets 
in White Plains, Cold Spring, Croton 
on Hudson, Hudson, Kinderhook, 
Larchmont, Mt. Kisco, Nyack, Rhinebeck, 
Rye, Warwick, Chappaqua, Ossining, 
Pleasantville, Red Hook, Tarrytown, 
Woodstock, Goshen and Pine Bush. To 
find out what’s happening at a farmer’s 
market near you log in to: www.
westchestercountyfarmersmarkets.com, 
or in Putnam. County:www.visitputnam.
org/farmers market. We should mention 
one of the newest markets taking place 
in Katonah at the historic John Jay 
Homestead. www.johnjayhomestead.
org Also, the Greenmarket at the New 
York Botanical Garden in the Bronx is 
scheduled to open on June 25 and run 
every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
through October 23rd. Admission and 
parking for the market is free. For more 
info: www.nybg.org 

Morris Gut is a restaurant consultant 
and former restaurant trade magazine 
editor. He has been tracking and writing 
about the food and dining scene in greater 
Westchester for over 25 years. He may 
be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net. 

Classic Cuban Cuisine Makes Inroads in Westchester

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

 By Morris Gut

Bronx Havana Cafe
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, May 20
Crafternoons: Flower Shop! Space 

to make and create for 4th, 5th, and 6th 
graders. Come join us and make unique 
and original May flowers out of paper, 
tissue, and other materials. Everyone will 
take home a beautiful, colorful, multi-
flower bouquet. For grades 4 to 6; 4:30 
p.m. White Plains Public Library, 100 
Martine Avenue; www.whiteplainslibrary.
org.

Education, Arts, Technology (E.A.T.) 
Forum. A discussion for educators across 
disciplines to engage in envisioning the 
future.  Panelists will converse about their 
integration of arts technology into their 
curricula and its impact on digitally native 
students. Keynote Speaker:   Claudia 
Jacques, doctoral candidate, Planetary 
Collegium, Plymouth, U.K. Panelists: 
Professor Chris Kaczmarek, Fine Arts, 
Purchase College; Professor Deborah 
Krikun, Digital Arts, Westchester 
Community College; Dr. Richard S. 
Hyland, Global Business, Westchester 
Community College. The E.A.T. Forum 
is being presented in conjunction with 
ArtsWestchester’s exhibition, STE(A)M: 
STEM + ART,  which is a manifestation 
of the key concepts being discussed 
by the panel.   Each piece in the show, 
which has been curated by Patricia 
Miranda, features the skillful pairing 
of arts and technology, an exploration 
of the innovation that is created when 
ART and the core academic subjects of 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics intersect.   Sponsored by 
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals. 4 to 6:30 
p.m. at ArtsWestcester, 31 Mamaroneck 
Avenue; Free. RSVP artswestchester.org.

Tuesdays at Dorry’s. DOROT - 
Generations Helping Generations. The 
organization serves the Jewish and wider 
community, bringing the generations 
together in a mutually beneficial 
partnership of elders, volunteers and 
professionals. Dan Jackson, this week’s  
guest speaker, is one of DOROT’s two 
social workers in Westchester County. 
Tuesdays@Dorry’s is an informal 
gathering of people who share dinner 
while listening to and discussing issues of 
importance. No reservations are required. 
The public is welcome. Food ordering 
begins at 5:30 p.m. and the presentations 
are from 6 to 7 p.m. Dorry’s Diner, 468 
Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains. Call 
914-682-0005 for more information.

Wednesday, May 21
White Plains Outdoor Farmers 

Market. The Farmer’s Market will 
open weekly, on Wednesdays, through 
November 26th from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
Farmer’s Market is located on Court Street 
between Main Street and Martine Avenue. 
The Market welcomes returning and 
new vendors offering farm-fresh, locally 
grown fruits and veggies, fish, fresh meat 
and poultry, breads, baked goods, jams 
and jellies, pickles, homemade salami, 
smoked duck breast, pate and much more. 

Noonday Getaway Concert.  Vincent 
Lionti, a member of the viola section of 
the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, has 
served as guest principal viola for the 
Indiana-polis, New Jersey and American 
Symphony orchestras. A former member 
of the Detroit Symphony, he is joined by 
pianist  Alex Ruvinstein  for Lost Gems 
of the Romantic Era V.  12:10 p.m. Free 

Admission. Grace Episcopal Church at 
the intersection of Mamaroneck Avenue 
and Main Street in White Plains.

Getting A Good Night’s Sleep. 
Constance L. Haslett, Ph.D. will 
instruct participants in establishing and 
maintaining a healthy sleep routine. This 
program is part of a series for Mental 
Health month presented in partnership 
with the Westchester Center for the Study 
of Psychoanalysis and Psychotherapy. 
7 p.m. White Plains Public Library, 100 
Martine Avenue; www.whiteplainslibrary.
org.

Friday, May 23
Introduction to Jewelry for Children. 

Learn basic jewelry making skills, from 
making beads to creating bangles and 
necklaces. For children seven years old 
and up. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 4 p.m. 
Free. Also June 6. Info: 914-273-3887.

Evening Howl for Adults Only. Enjoy 
visiting the wolves during their favorite 
hour--dusk. Learn about the mythology, 
biology and ecology of wolves in North 
America while enjoying a spread of wine 
and cheese.  Then take a short sunset 
hike to ambassador wolves Atka, Alawa 
and Zephyr. For adults 21 years old and 
up.  Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 7 p.m. $20. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: 
Visit www.nywolf.org.

Night Hike. Join staff for a hike 
through the night woods. Discover what 
makes our nocturnal creatures so well-
suited for nighttime wanderings. Bring 
a flashlight. Recommended for ages six 
and up. Westmoreland Sanctuary, 260 
Chestnut Ridge Rd., Mount Kisco. 8:30 
p.m. Members: Free. Non-members: 
$5. Info: 914-666-8448 or visit www.
westmorelandsanctuary.org.

Saturday, May 24
Life Cycles. Discover the animals 

who follow unique life cycles. Look at 
butterflies, dragonflies and frogs. The 
program will culminate at the pond 
in search of various stages of the life 
cycles. All ages welcome. Westmoreland 
Sanctuary, 260 Chestnut Ridge Rd., 
Mount Kisco. 11 a.m. Members: Free. 
Non-members: $5. Info: 914-666-8448 or 
visit www.westmorelandsanctuary.org.

Gem Hunt. Think rocks are dull 
and boring? Think again. Discover the 
treasures of the earth as we learn about 
many notable and local gems and crystals. 
Each participant gets a geode to take home. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 

Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: $7. Non-
members: $10. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Sunday, May 25
Bear-Foot Story Time. Based on the 

popular Wild Encounters Story Time 
held weekly on Mondays, this hour-long 
program includes a story, live animals 
and a nature activity. Recommended for 
children two to six years old. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale 
2 p.m. Members: $5. Non-members: 
$8. Info: 914-723-3470  or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Monday, May 26
Harrison Memorial Day Parade. 

The Harrison Town Board, and Parade 
Director, Ben DeFonce, U.S.M.C. Ret., 
invite you to participate in Harrison’s 
annual parade, honoring the men and 
women who made the ultimate sacrifice 
in the name of freedom. Line up will be 
at  9:30 a.m.  on the corner of Halstead 
Avenue and Thatcher Avenue, with step 
off at 10 a.m. The Parade will proceed to 
Ma Riis Park where honored guests will 
be introduced. Veterans Groups, Harrison 
Police, Harrison Fire Departments, 
Harrison High School Marching Band, 
Harrison Ambulance Corps and any 
and all other civic groups are invited to 
participate. 

White Plains Memorial Day Parade. 
Honoring all who served in the United 
States Armed Forces. Parade begins at 10 
a.m. in front of White Plains Public Library 
and proceeds to memorial services at the 
Soldiers and Sailors Monument at Rural 
Cemetery on North Broadway. Gedney 
Farms native son Mike Sanchez is this 
year’s Grand Marshall. Captain Sanchez 
joined the Army Reserves following 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks. He attended 
Basic Training and Advanced Individual 
Training at Ft. Leonard Wood, MO where 
he was trained as a Military Police Officer. 
In 2005, Captain Sanchez took a brief 
leave of absence from teaching to attend 
Military Intelligence Officer Basic Course 
at Fort Huachuca in Arizona. In 2009 
Captain Sanchez was deployed to the 
Iraq Theatre of Operations, during this 
time CPT Sanchez distinguished himself 
with exceptional meritorious service. As 
a result of his exceptional service, CPT 
Sanchez was awarded several citations, 
including the Bronze Star of Meritorious 
Service. 

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefi ts you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
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EX AMINER SPORTS
Huskies’ Struggles Continue in Losses to Somers, Nyack, Rye
By Skip Pearlman

Things didn’t get any easier for the 
Harrison High baseball team last week, 
as the Huskies dropped an 8-0 decision 
to Somers on Saturday, after falling 7-4 to 
Nyack last Thursday. Harrison came out 
on the short end of a 15-5 decision vs. Rye 
one day earlier at home. 

In Wednesday’s loss to Rye (13-3), 
Tim DeGraw picked up the win for the 

Garnets, with Dean McCarthy taking the 
loss for Harrison. Mike Pizzutello also 
pitched in relief for Harrison. 

Rye took control early, pushing home 
four runs in the first, then adding four 
more in the fifth, and six in the seventh.

Joe Lagani had a two-run double for 
the Huskies, Matt Baker went 2-for-3 with 
two doubles, and Pizzutello drove in a run 
for Harrison.

Thursday against Nyack, Baker took 
the loss on the mound for the Huskies. 
Gurgitano and JD Barnett also each 
pitched an inning in relief.

Tyler McConway went 3-for-4 with two 
RBI, and McCarthy doubled for Harrison.

Tim Cuozzo picked up the win for 
Nyack, which improved to 12-8.

“Cuozzo pitched well, not overpowering, 
but he was good,” Huskies Manager 
Marco DiRuocco said. “We were actually 
up 4-2 at one point, but in the top of the 
fifth we gave it back… We were stringing 
some hits together, we just couldn’t hold 
it. Baker pitched well for us, but we had 

some errors… McConway did a nice job 
at the plate.”

In Saturday’s loss to Somers, Gurgitano 
took the loss for Harrison, going six 
innings. Steven Pesce pitched an inning 
in relief.

Della Medaglia pitched a one-hitter in 
earning the win for Somers, which scored 
all eight runs in the top of the sixth. 

“Della Medaglia is a good pitcher,” 

DiRuocco said. “He was around the plate, 
and we had a tough time getting anything 
going. Then the wheels came off in the 
sixth…  Andrew pitched a good game, but 
he had a rough sixth. And Pesce played a 
real good third base for us.”

Harrison (4-15) was scheduled to close 
out regular-season play Monday with a 
game at Ossining.

Harrison players watch the action from the dugout in loss to Rye.

Harrison catcher Joe Lagani waits for throw as Griffin Tutun scores for Rye.
SKiP PEARLMAN PHOTOS

Dean McCarthy of  Harrison delivers in a loss to 
Rye last week.

Dean McCarthy of  Harrison delivers in a loss to 
Rye last week.

Matt Baker of  Harrison looks for something to hit vs. Rye. 

Andrew Gurgitano of  Harrison takes a cut vs. Rye 
last Wednesday.
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EX AMINER SPORTS
Harrison Softball Team Tops Westlake, Falls to Scarsdale, Rye Neck
By Skip Pearlman

The Harrison High softball team 
picked up a 6-2 victory over Westlake 
last Wednesday in Harrison, but the team 
went on to take a pair of tough losses to 
close out the week. The Huskies dropped 
a 9-8 heartbreaker to Scarsdale Thursday 
at home, and fell to Rye Neck by a 5-2 
margin Friday on the road. 

In last Wednesday’s win over Westlake, 

Jenna Vaccaro was on the mound and in 
control, scattering just single runs in the 

second and sixth. Vaccaro allowed no 
earned runs on five hits, striking out four 
and walking three. 

And her offense provided her with 
a two-run cushion to work with in the 
bottom of the first. Harrison added three 
in the third, and was never threatened 
after that, despite some sloppy fielding 
that added up to six errors.

Kendra Deschamps was red-hot at the 

plate for the Huskies, going 4-for-4 with 
three RBI, Dominique Loguidice went 
2-for-3 with a double, and Julie Robertson, 
Jordan Riddle, Sydney Woolf and Jordan 
Valentzas each drove in one run. 

In Thursday’s loss to Scarsdale, the 
Huskies led 6-1 going into the fifth, when 
the Raiders offense came alive. Scarsdale 
plated two in the fifth, then came up with 
a four-run sixth to tie the game at 7-7. 

The Raiders pushed two more runs 
home in the top of the seventh to go up 
9-7, and Harrison’s last-ditch rally in the 
bottom of the frame came up just short. 

Vaccaro took the loss for the Huskies, 
allowing 13 hits.

Robertson had a hot bat in the loss, 
driving in four runs and going 3-for-5 with 
a double and a home run. Deschamps also 

came up big with a 3-for-3 performance, 
with two RBI and a pair of triples, and 
Hallie Gershen was 2-for-4 with two 
doubles.

Friday at Rye Neck, Vaccaro struck out 
four and didn’t allow a walk, and gave up 
just two earned runs on six hits. 

Deschamps went 2-for-3 at the plate, 
and Riddle was 2-for-4.

Harrison was scheduled to close the 
regular season Monday with a home 
game against New Rochelle. Playoffs 
were set to begin Wednesday, May 21, 
with first-round games getting underway 
on Thursday, May 22. Finals are set for 
Friday, May 30 or Saturday, May 31 at 
North Rockland High School. 

The Huskies come off  field after topping Westlake, 6-2, last week.

Harrison’s Jenna Vaccaro delivers in win over Westlake last Wednesday.

SKiP PEARLMAN PHOTOS

Harrison’s Jordan Valentzas had an RBi in a win 
over Westlake. 

Julie Robertson had four RBi, a double and a 
homer vs. Scarsdale.

Tigers Baseball Honors Nine Seniors on Senior Day
By Albert Coqueran

The White Plains High School Varsity 
Baseball Team honored nine graduating 
seniors in a pregame ceremony before 
the Tigers played Mt. Vernon High 
School, on Tuesday, May 13.

Pictured [l-r] Tigers Head Coach 
Marcel Galligani with seniors: pitcher, 
Chris Medeot, designated hitter, Mike 
Lotito, pitcher Sean Nicholson, second 
baseman, Ben Ringel, centerfielder, 
Cameron Crabbe, outfielder, Andres 
Torres, pitcher, Lukas Repetti, catcher 
Keith Bivas, Team Statistician, Kaitlin 
Doherty and assistant coach Brian 
Pirone.

White Plains finished their 2014 
regular season with a 13-7 record, while 
blanking Ossining High School, 12-0, in 

their season finale, on May 15. Tigers’ 
senior pitcher Chris Medeot proved he 
is ready for playoff competition. Medeot 
pitched a “No Hitter” with five strikeouts 
in the Tigers win over Ossining. Medeot 
also celebrated his last regular season 
game as a Tiger, by going 3-for-3 at the 
plate, with a double, RBI single and a 
two-run homerun. 
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EX AMINER SPORTS

New York Liberty Open 2014 WNBA Season
By Albert Coqueran

The first aspect of the New York 
Liberty that needs to be recognized is 
that they have never won a Women’s 
National Basketball Association (WNBA) 
Championship.

The Liberty is one of the original eight 
teams in the WNBA, playing their first 
league game, on June 21, 1997, against the 
Los Angeles Sparks. On Friday, May16, 
the Liberty kicked-off their 18th season in 
the WNBA, by defeating the Connecticut 
Sun, 75-54, at The Mohegan Sun Arena.

The Liberty has reached the WNBA 
Playoffs 12 times, while advancing to 
the WNBA Finals four times in the past 
17 years but they have never worn the 
Championship crown of the WNBA.

The Liberty seeks to rectify their 
Championship-less history by last season 
hiring three-time WNBA Champion 
Head Coach Bill Laimbeer. Laimbeer, a 
legend post-player with the NBA “Bad 
Boys” Detroit Pistons, won three WNBA 
Championships (2003, 2006 and 2008) 
while leading the Detroit Shock. He also 
won Coach of the Year in 2003. 

In fact, before the Liberty, Laimbeer 
during his eight seasons (2002-2009) 
coaching in the WNBA, all with the 
Shock, has made six straight playoff 
appearances, while also reaching the 
Eastern Conference Semi-Finals twice 
(2004 and ’05) and the WNBA Finals in 
2007. Therefore, concluding that Laimbeer 
is the “Phil Jackson” of the WNBA.

Of course, NY Liberty Owner James 
Dolan and his Madison Square Garden 
Company have great expectations for the 
Liberty’s future with Laimbeer, as their 
General Manager and Head Coach. But 
for certain what is expected of Laimbeer’s 
leadership is to attain that elusive WNBA 
Championship. 

The Liberty finished the 2013 season 
with an 11-23 record and missed the 
WNBA Playoffs, as Laimbeer struggled 

with an injury plagued team that saw 
starting guard Essence Carson with her 17 
points per game average, miss all but four 
games with a torn ACL. 

Forward Plenette Pierson also missed 
crucial playing time last season and star 
guard Cappie Pondexter missed the final 
three games of the season. However, 
what may have derailed Laimbeer’s plan 
last season, more than anything else, was 
when he had to release free agent signing 
forward Cheryl Ford, after she injured her 
knee, while playing only one preseason 
game for the Liberty.

Nonetheless, Laimbeer was only in his 
first season at the helm of the Liberty in 
2013 and he proved on WNBA Draft Day 
2014, he was only warming-up to that 
challenge of a Championship quest.

The Liberty drafted Alyssa Thomas 
from the University of Maryland in the 
first round fourth overall in the 2014 
WNBA Draft. Laimbeer traded away 

the rights to Thomas, 
a three-time Atlantic 
Coast Conference (ACC) 
Player of the Year, to the 
Connecticut Sun with 
forward Kelsey Bone and 
their 2015 first round pick 
for 2012 WNBA MVP 
and the Number overall 
pick in 2010, center Tina 
Charles.

“It became clear about 
two weeks before the 
WNBA Draft, that this 
really might happen, we 
might get Tina Charles,” 
explained Laimbeer. “I 
felt bad for Kelsey Bone 
because she wanted to 
play in New York but this 
is still a business at times, 

so we knew going into the Draft that this 
was a fairly done deal,” stated Laimbeer. 

Charles entering her fifth season in 
the WNBA was Rookie of the Year in 
2010, after having the best rookie season 
in WNBA history. Charles, at 25 years 
old, is in the prime of her professional 
basketball career, while maintaining a 
remarkable career-average of 17 points 
and 11 rebounds per game. She averaged 
a double-double with 18 points and 10 
rebounds last season for the Sun.

Charles also has led the league in 
rebounding three straight seasons (2010-
‘12) which will boost the Liberty’s already 
proficient rebounding team, which led 
the WNBA last season averaging 37.5 
rebounds per game.” It is a blessing to 
be here being born and raised in New 
York. I have always been a big fan of the 
Knicks and Liberty,” stated Charles, who 
graduated from Christ the King High 

School in Queens.” It is breathtaking that 
I am here and surreal. Sometimes, when 
I am in the Liberty locker room, I look at 
the logo on the floor and cannot believe 
that I am here,” depicted Charles.

The Liberty returned to Madison 
Square Garden, on Saturday, May 17, 
after a three-year hiatus, playing in the 
Prudential Center, in Newark, New 
Jersey, while renovations were completed 
during the summer months to the newly 
transformed Madison Square Garden.

The Ladies of Liberty were greeted by 
9,131 screaming fans in their first game 
back home in three years in the “World’s 
Most Famous Arena.” They lost their 2014 
Home Opener to the Connecticut Sun, 
79-65, but were surely happy to be back 
home in New York. “It feels awesome to 
be back at the Garden. The Garden was 
always the ‘World’s Most Famous Arena’ 
now it is the World’s Most State of the Art 
Arena,” stated Carson, who had 13 points 
and six rebounds in the game

In the Liberty Home Opener loss to the 
Sun, it must be considered that star guard 
Cappie Pondexter had just returned from 
playing in Turkey, on Media Day, May 13. 
Pondexter had only one practice with her 
newly formed team, including Charles 
and guard Anna Cruz, before their season 
opener in Connecticut, on Friday, May 16. 

As the 2014 WNBA season progresses, 
look for the Liberty, led by Laimbeer, to 
become acclimated with one another on 
the court and Pondexter, Charles and 
Carson becoming a dominate trio in the 
WNBA. 

“We have a special group, we work 
really hard and we defend well. I think if 
we continue to grow and remain positive 
and remember what happen last year 
(not making the playoffs) we have a great 
chance to get where we want to be this 
season,” projected Pondexter.

The NY Liberty greeted the press on Media Day and then welcomed children from the Garden of  
Dreams Foundation, on Tuesday, May 13. The Liberty players and coaches instructed the children 
in a basketball clinic and quizzed them on their Liberty knowledge, at the MSG Training Facility in 
Greenburgh. 

NY Liberty Head Coach Bill Laimbeer (left) welcomes a healthy Essence 
Carson back to the Liberty starting line-up for the 2014 season, during 
Media Day at the MSG Training Center in Greenburgh. Carson missed all 
but the first four games of  the 2013 season due to a torn ACL.

NY Liberty-3: The NY Liberty pulled off  a blockbuster trade on WNBA Draft Day to acquire former MVP 
and 2010 Number One overall pick Tina Charles from the Connecticut Sun. Anthony Fucelli interviews 
Charles for News 12 Westchester on Media Day at the MSG Training Center in Greenburgh, on May 13. 

ALBERT COquERAN PHOTOS
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