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 By Jon Craig
A pair of educators-turned-farmers 

plan to build a domed greenhouse at 
Manhattanville College later this year 
to expand their non-profit’s mission to 
supply area schools with seedlings and 
area pantries and soup kitchens with more 
fresh food grown locally and without 
using pesticides.

The non-profit group, Our New Way 
Garden Inc., had to look for a new spot 
to build its geodesic dome greenhouse 
after PepsiCo announced plans for major 
renovations at its Purchase headquarters, 
where New Way seeds and crops had 

been cultivated for nearly eight years. The 
New Way dome will measure 42-feet in 
diameter, covering about 1,700-square-
feet, and cost an estimated $100,000 to 
build, including a propane heating system.

Our New Way Garden, which already 
operates gardens in West Harrison and 
Valhalla, recently began looking for sites 
to create a community garden in the Town 
of Harrison. 

The organization’s founders were 
introduced to Manhattanville College, 
which donated land for their farming 
project at the corner of Anderson Hill 
Road and Purchase Street, by Harrison 

 By Pat Casey 
Westchester County lost an exceptional 

member of its community with the passing 
of Patricia Lanza on April 3. She has been 
referred to by many as an unsung hero.

Lanza, an Eastchester resident, suffered 
a short illness when she discovered she 
had end-stage cancer just one month ago. 
She was 81 years old.

Known for a philanthropy that was 
thoughtfully directed toward helping 
people to help themselves, especially 
young people and women so they would 
be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison-
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. 

By 2014 she was known to have been 
involved with over 100 different groups, 
many based locally and others overseas. 
Lanza supported programs in Vietnam, 

Africa and other places across the globe. 
The Women’s Research and Education 
Fund celebrates her life on their website 
for funding programs to help women in 
Zimbabwe and Swaziland suffering from 
AIDS. 

When she could Lanza would make 

the time to get to know the people helped 
through the programs she supported. She 
even made trips to Africa to see how the 
programs she helped fund there were 
affecting the people.

A well-known participant at events 
sponsored by El Centro Hispano in White 

Plains, Lanza contributed generously to 
the annual college scholarship fund and 
was essential in the development of the 
Technology Center, now a core part of 
the educational programs offered to the 
Hispanic community by Centro Hispano.

Isabel Villar, Executive Director 

Harrison Horticultural Haven  
Moves from PepsiCo to Manhattanville Campus

Greenburgh Tackles First General  
Town-wide Reassessment Since 1956
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By Jon Craig
Half of Greenburgh’s homeowners 

weren’t even alive when town government 
conducted its last town-wide property 
reassessment. 

The inspections are certain to amend 
the official value of most properties 
in the Town of Greenburgh, but the 
aim is to stem the tide of property tax 
lawsuits, formally known as certioraris, 
which increasingly cause last-minute 
changes to annual budgets, forcing some 
Westchester municipalities to borrow 
money to balance spending plans.

In February, the Greenburgh Town 

Board approved spending $3.8 million 
to perform a general town-wide 
reassessment of about 28,000 properties, 
awarding contracts to Tyler Technologies 
of Plano, Texas; and Michael Haberman 
Associates Inc. of Mineola, Nassau 
County. The companies also are being 
hired to conduct reevaluations in the 
same time frame for more than 10,000 
properties in the Town of Ossining and 
about 36,500 properties in the City of 
Yonkers. Haberman Associates, which 
are real estate appraisers and consultants, 
will monitor the property inspections, 
ensuring they stay on schedule.

continued on page 2
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Patricia Lanza at a community awards event in 2012 surrounded by the young people she helped and the 
community leaders who give her respect and acknowledgement today.
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Greenburgh Tackles First Town-wide Reassessment Since 1956
continued from page 1

Feiner said Greenburgh’s reassessment 
is expected to cost $500,000 less than it 
might have had the town gone ahead with 
the project inspecting the values of homes 
and businesses on its own. The expected 
completion date is June 1, 2016, when 
new assessments would be effective.

Town of Greenburgh Assessor 
Edye McCarthy said the total cost of 
the reassessment “is significantly less 
than what we had originally thought. 
That is mostly due to the fact that we 
have coordinated to work with other 
municipalities and received a break in the 
cost as there are many more parcels then 
just Greenburgh.”

Reassessment is the process of 
appraising all real estate in a municipality 
based on its full market value, to ensure 
that each property owner pays a fair 
share of taxes. While most states require 
regular reassessments, New York tax law 
leaves the decision up to municipalities. 
Mamaroneck, Pelham and the town of 
Rye have revalued properties in recent 
years. Scarsdale is currently conducting a 
reassessment.

According to Greenburgh’s resolution 
to hire Tyler Technologies, not assessing 
properties for so long has resulted in 
“assessment inconsistencies, widespread 
lack of public confidence in the system 
and an inordinate number of assessment 
appeals.”

The process is revenue neutral, meaning 
the purpose is not to raise property taxes. 
The purpose of the reassessment is to 
bring the assessed value of all properties 
within the Town to 100 percent of market 
value and to ensure that the property 
assessments are fair and equitable.

Feiner said he believes the town-
wide reassessment “will create greater 
transparency and equity to the process, an 
improved understanding of the process 

and reduction in the number of property 
value appeals over time. In recent years, 
it has cost the town about $10 million 
annually to settle lawsuits challenging 
property assessments.

“It will create more predictability and 
financial stability for the town,” Feiner 
said last week. 

One of the reasons for recent tax 
increases at the town, school district and 
fire district levels is because revenues 
have decreased due to certiorari actions, 
according to Feiner.

Assessor Edye McCarthy says the town 
has not heard any opposition to the plan 
yet. “To the contrary actually, people have 
indicated, that it is/has been time for this,’’ 
McCarthy said on Sunday. “Ossining and 
Yonkers have been hearing the same 
thing.  Perhaps after our project, other 
municipalities will consider it a well.”

Feiner said Greenburgh will hold 
neighborhood meetings in the coming 
months to discuss the process and to 
answer questions. A link about the 
reassessment process is posted on the 
Town website.

At Wednesday’s meeting, which begins 
at 7 p.m., representatives from Tyler 
Technology are expected to describe the 
reassessment process in detail including 
their planned timetable and notification 
schedule.

“This will be one of many public 
meetings,’’ Feiner said. “If you cannot 
attend but would like our Assessor and 
Tyler to speak to your neighborhood 
or organization, we will be happy to 
participate in a meeting convenient 
to you. We want everyone to be as 
knowledgeable with this process as 
possible.”

The reassessment meeting will be 
followed by a regularly scheduled meeting 
of the Town Board at 8:30 p.m.
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An Eagle Scout Court of Honor 
ceremony was held on Sunday, March 9, at 
Our Lady of Sorrow School during which 
Troop 73 White Plains presented the rank 
of Eagle, the highest honor within the Boy 
Scouts of America, to Anthony Daniel 
Dapice, Eric James Terminello and Paul 
Joseph Terminello.

Achieving the rank of Eagle requires 
the scout to earn 21 merit badges and 
demonstrate character, fitness, leadership 
and citizenship in every facet of their 
scouting life. 

The signature requirement of earning 
the Eagle rank is the service project in 
which the scout plans, develops, and 
provides leadership to others in a mission 
that is helpful to a religious institution, 
school or the scout’s community. 

Anthony Dapice was recognized for 
the successful completion of a service 
project for Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Roman Catholic Church in White Plains. 
Anthony solicited thirty gallons of paint 
and supplies from Wallauer’s paint store 
and led a team of Boy Scouts, troop 
leaders, parents, family and friends to 
paint the seven CCD classrooms. These 
classrooms were in dire need of a fresh 
coat of paint and the cost of such a project 
was beyond the Church’s budget. Anthony, 
a senior at White Plains High School, will 
attend Sacred Heart University, Fairfield, 
Connecticut, after graduation.

“The Boys Scout Program  taught me 
how to be prepared and how to lead 
others,” said Dapice when he received the 
Eagle rank.

Eric Terminello was recognized for his 
project of transforming an under-utilized 
storage shed into a bird observatory at 
the Rye Nature Center. Eric successfully 
led a team of scouts, troop leaders, family, 
and friends through the design, planning, 
and construction of the observatory. The 
project was completed in three separate 
phases: preparing the storage shed by 
relocating and disposing its contents, the 
design and construction of three separate 
windows for viewing, and decorating 
the shed with information and pictures 
about different bird species.  Eric, a senior 
at Archbishop Stepinac High School, 
has received an appointment to the US 
Naval Academy, at Annapolis, Maryland, 
following graduation.

“Becoming an Eagle Scout has taught 
me a range of skills from learning basic 
survival techniques, to leading a group, 
to becoming more aware of issues in my 
community. It is these experiences that 
have lead me to seek an appointment to 
the United States Naval Academy,” Eric 
Terminello said at the ceremony.

Paul Terminello was recognized for 
successfully assisting the March of Dimes 
in their efforts to provide relief to victims 
of Hurricane Sandy by collecting and 

distributing infant diapers and baby 
wipes for displaced families. Working 
closely with the Northern Metro Division 
of the March of Dimes in Tarrytown, Paul 
led a team of scouts and troop leaders to 
design collection bins and place them in 
local stores and one hospital.  After four 
weeks, the donated items were collected 
and distributed to needy families. Paul 
also received a plaque of recognition 
and appreciation from David Rose of the 
March of Dimes. Paul is a sophomore at 
Archbishop Stepinac High School.

“My journey to becoming an Eagle 
Scout has provided me with a heightened 
awareness of how community service can 
make a difference in the lives of others. I 
will continue to use and build upon the 
leadership skills I have learned to assist 
others in achieving their goals as well as 
my own,” Paul Terminello said.

In addition to family, friends and 
scouts and leaders of Troop 73, many 
elected officials and representatives of 
the community were in attendance to 
recognize the achievements of these 
three scouts: White Plains Mayor Tom 
Roach, White Plains Council President 
Beth Smayda, Westchester County 
Legislator Ben Boykin, State Senator 
George Latimer, State Assemblywoman 
Amy Paulin, David Rose of The March of 
Dimes and Patrick Coviello the Executive 
of Westchester-Putnam Council, Boy 
Scouts of America.

It is the ongoing mission of White 
Plains Boy Scout Troop 73 to provide 
opportunities for Scouts to learn and 
develop leadership skills through a full 
and varied Scouting program featuring 
extensive outdoor activities and hands-
on instruction in numerous life-skills. 
Formed in 1955, Troop 73 meets weekly 
at Highlands Middle School.  

For more information please visit the 
troop’s website at www.troop73bsa.com.

Troop 73-White Plains Presents 
Rank of Eagle to Three Scouts 

From left to right, Anthony Dapice, Paul 
Terminello and Eric Terminello.
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By Pat Casey
The Proposed Budget for Fiscal year 

2014-15 ending June 30th 2015 for the 
City of White Plains was presented to 
the Mayor and Common Council at the 
regularly scheduled monthly meeting 
Monday night. It was prepared and 
presented by Budget Director Michael 
Genito and Budget Assistant Carolyn 
Mayo with direct input from city 
departments.

The total proposed budget of $176.1 
million is increased by $4 million or 2.3 
percent over last year. Of the total budget, 
the proposed General Fund is $160.7 
million, an increase of $2.9 million or 1.8 
percent over last year.

The Property Tax levy increases to 
$55 million, yet remains within the state 
mandated tax levy cap by $10,000, said 
Genito at a Monday afternoon meeting 
designed to give the main points of the 
budget to the press.

Genito further explained that the 
proposed tax rate of $196.14, represents 
an increase of $4.40 or 2.3 percent, 
meaning a home owner with a median 
assessed property value of $13,400 will 
pay an additional $59 in City tax each 
year.

Sewer fees remain at 21 percent of the 
bill for water consumption.

Major factors impacting the tax rate 
increase include labor contracts (2 
percent COLA and step increases); self-

insurance requirements increasing 17 
percent; and debt service costs increasing 
13 percent.

Genito maintained that the proposed 
budget provides for settlement of 
police contracts, which are currently in 
arbitration with the City.

On the revenue side, Genito explained 
that assessed values are down $800,000 
or 0.3 percent from last year due to 
tax certiorari for both residential and 
commercial claims, a continued stress on 
the highest revenue generator for the city 
– property taxes.

Sales tax, which is the city’s second 
highest revenue source, is projected to 

increase 2 percent to $46 million (up 
$900,000), based on trending through 
actual sales receipts through December 
and projected receipts through February, 
according to Genito.

Parking, another key revenue source 
is projected to bring in $23.8 million in 
the form of meter fees, fines and permit 
charges, representing 14.8 percent of 
total General Fund revenues.

Government grants and aid of $7.3 
million represent 4.6 percent of the total 
General Fund revenues. Of this amount, 
$5.5 million is estimated to come from 
New York State Aid and incentives to 
Municipalities and $1.55 million will be 

generated from New York State Mortgage 
taxes.

While Genito said it was too early to 
determine how the finalized NYS Budget 
released late last week would affect 
White Plains, he did note that a bump 
in highway and road repairs money was 
expected from the state to cover costs for 
the extreme conditions caused by recent 
winter storms.

Cautioning that White Plains had 
already cut back on staffing and services 
as much as possible over past years, 
Genito said: “We are still coming out 
of a difficult recession. There is a lot of 
development on the boards (referring 
to a number of construction projects in 
the city). When we see that go forward, 
things will begin to look different.”

Still, the proposed budget maintains 
City service at levels comparable to the 
current year and all mandated expenses 
are funded.

In a note in the Budget Message, Genito 
does say: “the tax cap is continuing to 
impact the City’s ability to maintain the 
City in peak condition and offer new 
opportunities for residents.”

A copy of the Proposed Budget as well 
as a schedule of Budget review meetings 
is available on the city website at www.
cityofwhiteplains.com. A public hearing 
is scheduled for May 5 at 7:30 p.m. with 
adoption of the budget expected by  
May 19.

Proposed Budget for White Plains FY 2014-15 Grows by 2 Percent, Stays Within Tax Cap
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Carolyn Mayo, Budget Assistant, Michael Genito, Budget Director, and John Callahan, White Plains 
Corporation Counsel address local press on the Proposed Budget FY 2014-15 for the City of  White 
Plains.
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YMCA of Central and Northern Westchester Cultivates Next Generation of Elected Officials
By Pat Casey

The YMCA of Central and Northern 
Westchester recently guided 10 teens 
on a journey through a mock legislative 
process that ended with their bill 
concerning lowering the State drinking 
age for beer and wine from 21 to 18 
passing with flying colors. It is now 
headed to the desks of New York State 
legislators.

These 10 students are members of the 
YMCA Youth and Government program, 
a national YMCA program offering teens 
the opportunity to get a first-hand look 
at their government on a state level. 
The program teaches decision-making, 
meeting deadlines, and being able to 
speak with confidence about subject 
matter for which the students have a 
passion. 

According to program director 
Cassandra Martell the drinking age was a 
topic the group felt strongly about. They 
wanted to give people the rights they felt 
were deserved. They wanted the age to be 
reduced back to 18 years old.

The students met about once a week for 
one hour at the YMCA in White Plains, 
where they worked at creating the bill to 
be submitted to the Model Legislature. 

“There is a guideline that the teens 
follow in order to write the bill, which 
is looked over by a lawyer prior to 
submission. It is also required that they 

amend existing legislation. It is their job 
to find the legislation and properly cite 
the amendments based on the guidelines 
they are given,” Martell explained.

The students travel to Albany to present 
their bills to other teens, debate on them, 
and have their bill passed or failed.  

“Each state program elects its own 
“Youth Governor” when a bill is passed 
through the teen chambers, who signs off 
on the bill, which is then automatically 
sent with other passed bills to the state 
assembly. Some bills get picked up and 

supported and others do not. We do not 
find out about it until it is a law. Some 
laws that have originated in New York 
from the program (but not from the 
Westchester group) are the “Click it or 
Ticket” law, the Right Turn on Red law 
and the No Texting while Driving law,” 
Martell said.

Westchester’s 10 teens joined 550 teens 
from around the state and attended the 
78th New York State YMCA Youth and 
Government Conference in early March. 
This is one of 38 state conferences, which 

culminates in a Conference on National 
Affairs, which picks 20 students per state, 
and 20 as alternates. Kristin Sutton of 
White Plains High School was selected to 
represent New York and Nina Tucker also 
a White Plains High School student was 
selected as an alternate.

“The teens are chosen based on their 
work in their home clubs, but mostly on 
the way they carry themselves and work 
during the conference,” Martell explained. 
“The award they receive is a very coveted 
spot as one of the 20 teens from New 
York State selected to represent us at the 
National Conference. The runner up gets 
the same recognition and is chosen in 
case some people cannot attend.”

“We are the only Youth and Government 
Program in Westchester County,” Martell 
continued. “Any teen who is currently 
enrolled and actively attending grades 
9-12 is able to join the program at no cost 
to them. Our program gets rolling in the 
beginning of September and registration 
closes in the beginning of October.” 

To find out more about this and other 
YMCA programs, please contact call 914 
943 9898 or visit www.ymca-cnw.org.

The YMCA of  Central and Northern Westchester recently guided teens on a journey through a mock 
legislative process. Photo courtesy of  the YMCA of  Central and Northern Westchester.
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Offer valid for West Chester, Rockland and Orange County Homeowners Only
WP-0000175073 WC-24767-H12

845-234-4560

Looking for 50 Homeowners 
to Qualify for a FREE 
Home Solar System

The U.S. Government and State of New York have financial 
incentives that provide homeowners the opportunity to 
replace your electric provider with solar power.

Own Your Own Home
Have a Southernly-Facing Roof
Little to No Shading
Pay an Electric Bill

Roof Diagnostics Solar is now qualifying 50 homes for a FREE home 
solar system.  Call 845-234-4560 to see if your home qualifies!

www.roofdiagnostics.com Program Starts June 25th Program Starts June 25th

Weekly Sessions
Available

Program Starts June 23rd Program Starts June 30th

Eastview Middle School, White Plains, 
was host for a youth summit geared toward 

students in 6th to 8th grades Saturday. 
The theme of the summit “Meeting the 
Challenges of Your Future” provided 

numerous opportunities for students and 
their parents to learn about the importance 
of education particularly in academic areas 
of STEM (Science, technology, Engineering 
and Math). The hands-on program included 

workshops and forums created to equip, 
excite and connect youth with information 

on educational expectations as they  
prepare to enter high school.  

The event was free and presented by  
the White Plains Youth Bureau. 

Engaging the interest of  female students in STEM subjects is a goal 
of  the White Plains youth program.A very busy registration table at the Emerging Young Leaders 

Community Summit on Saturday morning in White Plains. Photos 
courtesy of  White Plains Youth Bureau.

Educators challenge students to speak up and do their best.Parents, students and educators engaged in round-table discussions.
Parents need to work with their children to help them succeed in 
their educational careers.
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Lawmakers Give New State Budget High Marks for Freeze, School Aid
By Martin Wilbur

Area state legislators were generally 
supportive of the $138 billion 2014-
15 New York State budget approved in 
Albany last week giving high marks to 
most of the main features of the new 
spending plan.

Tax cuts, including Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s property tax freeze proposal, 
and increases in school aid  were lauded 
by most lawmakers in what was another 
on-time budget. All four budgets during 
Cuomo’s administration have met the 
Apr. 1 deadline.

“Overall, I felt like the budget had a 
lot of good features for responsible fiscal 
planning,” said Assemblyman David 
Buchwald (D-White Plains).

The centerpiece of Cuomo’s original 
plan remained intact, the three-year $1.5 
billion initiative to offset property taxes 
for homeowners if taxing jurisdictions 
stay within the cap. For those property 
owners who live in an area where their 
school district adheres to the cap for the 
2014-15 school budget, rebate checks will 
be mailed out before the end of October, 
Buchwald said.

Starting in 2015 and running for the 
remainder of the three-year period, 
there will be credits given on the state 
income tax. During the second year of 

the three-year agreement, municipalities 
will have to develop a cost-savings plan to 
continue to have their constituents keep 
their property taxes frozen.

Other tax cutting measures included 
the elimination of the 5.9 percent income 
tax for manufacturers and eventually 
raising the threshold for the estate tax 
from $1 million to about $5 million.

An additional $1.1 billion in school 
aid was provided statewide. In state Sen. 
Greg Ball’s (R-Patterson) 40th District, 
for example, more than $17.5 million in 
additional aid over the current year will 
be coming back.

The state also set aside more than $1.5 

billion over the next five years to pay for 
Universal Pre-K. Most of the money–$300 
million a year--will go to New York City. 
An additional $40 million is available for 
districts throughout the rest of the state.

Ball said the budget passed on March 
31, will help families cope with what has 
been a very expensive state to live in.

“In a real way, this budget delivers 
additional property tax relief to 
hardworking taxpayers, reduces costs for 
businesses so they can create new jobs 
and gives students the tools they need to 
receive a first-class education,” Ball said 
in a statement.

State Sen. George Latimer (D-Rye) 
also was pleased with most of the main 
provisions of the budget, including 
education aid. He said while he would 
have like to have seen some mandate 
relief as well as a full repeal of the MTA 
payroll tax, there was more to support 
than to criticize.

Meanwhile, Assemblywoman Sandy 
Galef (D-Ossining), a strong supporter 
of the tax freeze proposal, said she was 
pleased that the freeze was included and 
to see increased school aid. However, 
Galef is hopeful that the legislature can 
build off the freeze and eventually reverse 
taxes.

“That’s what this tax freeze does, it 

goes to the next step,” she said. “We’re 
not trying to keep your taxes here, we’re 
trying to figure out how we can start to 
lower them for the future.”

The harshest words for the new budget 
came from Assemblyman Thomas 
Abinanti (D-Pleasantville), who called 
it “a cruel budget” while predicting 
that Cuomo’s consolidation and shared 
services plan will fail.

 “The focus is on taxes, not on 
people and it shifts the responsibility 
of solving those tax problems to the 
local governments and school districts,” 
Abinanti said. “The way to reduce 
property taxes is for the state to bear its 
tax burden. The governor’s consolidation 
formula will not work. I have spoken with 
many mayors and supervisors and they 
say they can never save the necessary 
amount. The result is going to be drastic 
cuts in services and laying off of people.”

Abinanti, however, was supportive 
of another sharp increase in education 
funding with significant increases on the 
horizon for most Westchester districts. 
But he criticized the lack of commitment 
for special needs students, people 
with disabilities and environmental 
conservation. 

–Pat Casey contributed to this article.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo saw his tax freeze proposal 
win approval in the legislature last week as part 

  ALBErT CoquErAN PhoTo   ALBErT CoquErAN PhoTo

Woman’s Club  
Raises $15,000 for Scholarships

White Plains Hospital and Fire 
Department Hold Emergency Drill

The recent White Plains Woman’s Club Scholarship Luncheon & Fashion Show raised about 
$15,000 for scholarships for White Plains high School seniors and honored former White Plains 
teachers Judy Schermerhorn and Beckie Bright. From left to right: White Plains Mayor Tom roach, 
Judy Schermerhorn, event chair Ybelize Pilarte and Beckie Bright.

White Plains hospital staged several emergency drills last week in tandem with the City of  White 
Plains Fire and Police Departments to ensure optimal preparedness in the event of  a mass 
casualty event or explosion. The drills and training exercises were held in a now vacant building 
adjacent to the hospital at 71 East Post rd. They involved several members of  the White Plains 
Fire Department assisting in the search and rescue response to simulated explosions where 
mannequins staged as victims were taken urgently to the hospital’s Emergency Department 
to be triaged by the ED and Surgical Services staff.  Ed Tangredi, who oversees Emergency 
Management for White Plains hospital, commented that the drills serve a critical purpose in 
preparing not only the hospital staff, but also the fire department and other local emergency 
personnel for the possibility of  a life-threatening scenario where multiple victims would require 
medical attention. “By holding these drills, we are able to continually evaluate and improve our 
emergency response systems and know we are prepared,” he said. Pictured are White Plains Fire 
Chief  richard Lyman, Deputy Chief  John Nichols, Police Captain David Burpee, and Commissioner 
of  Public Safety David Chong, as well as White Plains Mayor Thomas roach who were all present 
at the site of  the drills on April 2. 
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By Martin Wilbur
Democratic county lawmakers 

intensified calls on Wednesday to raise 
the minimum age to legally purchase 
cigarettes in Westchester to 19 years old, 
citing evidence that smoking at early ages 
increases the likelihood of addiction.

Democratic Majority Leader Catherine 
Borgia (D-Ossining) was joined by 
Chairman Michael Kaplowitz (D-Somers) 
and Legislator MaryJane Shimsky 
(D-Hastings-on-Hudson) outside Rocky’s 
Deli in Millwood to gather support for the 
proposed legislation. 

Borgia said the rationale behind 
increasing the minimum age by one year 
to buy any tobacco products was to make 
it more difficult for teenagers, particularly 
high school students, to gain access to 
them. Since the overwhelming majority 
of students finish high school by 18, there 
would be less of a chance for younger 
students to be enticed and start smoking.

“The younger a person starts with any 
kind of negative habit, the more powerful 
the addiction and the more difficult it is to 
stop that addiction,” Borgia said.

Kaplowitz and Shimsky said they 
enthusiastically support the proposal. 
Shimsky, who is optimistic the proposal 
will pass, explained that scientific 
evidence has shown that early use of 
tobacco is more addictive and limits the 
ability of those to delay gratification and 

make choices of their own free will.
“I am so glad that Legislator Borgia has 

initiated this effort,” Shimsky said. “This is 
so, so very important for the health of our 
adolescents and young adults.”

The location for the press conference 
was selected because the deli’s owner, Greg 
Santone, voluntarily ended cigarette sales 
at his store on Route 100 in 2007. He said 
many people questioned his judgment, but 
with students from the local high schools 
some of his most frequent customers, 
he concluded that tobacco products was 

something he should do without.
“I just felt like I didn’t want to profit 

from a product that hurts so many people’s 
lives,” Santone said.

Statistics from the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services revealed 
that tobacco use is the leading cause of 
preventable death in the United States, 
said Makeda James, Westchester County 
coordinator for POW’R Against Tobacco. 
About 480,000 Americans die of health 
conditions linked to tobacco use each 
year.

Another report from the federal agency 
revealed that 700 teenagers in the United 
States under the age of 18 will start 
smoking every day. Nearly one-third of 
them will die from health complications 
stemming from smoking.

If passed by the Board of Legislators, 
Westchester would join Nassau and 
Onondega counties in raising the legal 
purchasing age to 19, said Assemblywoman 
Sandra Galef (D-Ossining). New York 
City and Suffolk County have already 
increased the legal age to buy tobacco 
products to 21.

Galef said she is continuing to push for 
a statewide bill to increase the age to 19. 
Getting Westchester to adopt the change 
would be a major step in that direction.

“Having Westchester adopt 19 is so 
significant,” Galef said. “Westchester is 
a very large county, it’s a very influential 
county, and going forward with this, it’s 
saying a lot to the rest of my colleagues on 
the legislature.”

Kaplowitz, who previously co-authored 
the Smoke-Free Workplace Law in 
Westchester, said the county should do 
everything in its power to promote the 
health and safety of its youth.

“As a legislature, if we can facilitate 
even a small part in preventing our young 
people from starting this deadly habit, it is 
important that we do so,” Kaplowitz said.

County Lawmakers Step Up Call to Raise Age of Legal Tobacco Purchases

County Legislator Catherine Borgia is leading the charge among Westchester officials in pressing for an 
increase in the legal age to purchase tobacco.

MArTiN WiLBur PhoTo

Cause Sponsor 

Walk for your heart at the  

Putnam Heart Walk  
www.putnamheartwalk.org 

April 27, 2014  
Register: 9:00am 
Walk: 10:00am 

Brewster High School 

707 Nepperhan Ave. • Yonkers, NY 
24 Hr. Tel (914) 965-5395 •Fax (914) 965-9752

www.jfjfuel.com

• Heating Oil-Commerical & Residential • Diesel Fuel
• Full Oil Heating Service and Installations • Oil Tank Installation and Removal 

• Oil Tank Testing • Full Environmental Services
• Serving Westchester County and The Bronx

J.F.J. Fuel, Inc.

“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com
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By Jon Craig
Rye’s loss is Harrison’s gain in more 

ways than one.
Hair and Beyond, a former Rye hair 

salon, recently closed for business there 
after seven years, so its owner will focus 
all of her efforts at Hair Creations, at 245 
Halstead Ave., Harrison. 

And a highly popular Harrison eatery, 
Powell’s Clam Bar & Catering, landed a 
six-month contract starting April 1 to 
operate the snack bar of the beleaguered 
Rye Golf Club. 

The clam bar, at 58 Halstead Ave., plans 
to serve golfers breakfast and operate a 
snack and beverage cart for golfers on 
the course. Bill and Aly Powell already 
operate snack bars for Westchester 
County’s Saxon Woods Pool and Mini-
Golf facilities. 

Powell said he’s consulting with the 
Rye Golf pro and club manager to devise 
a menu and schedule to match RGC’s 
needs. The catering company will pay the 
golf club $4,000 a month from April 1 to 
Sept. 30, in addition to a $1,000 security 
deposit.

Brenda Maeda, owner of Hair Creations 
the past five years has another two years 
on her Harrison lease. But her business’ 

long-term fate is up in the air. A developer 
with ties to the Harrison Planning Board 
has proposed redeveloping Maeda’s 
building, transforming it into mixed-use 
residences and storefronts. Maeda could 
not be reached for comment.

Harrison Planning Board Chairman 
Thomas Heaslip and planning board 

member Chuck Spano, who are partners 
in Harrison Real Estate Group LLC, 
purchased the property at 241 to 247 
Halstead Ave., which includes space 
for stores at 241 to 247 Halstead Ave. 
Hair Creations; Masterpiece: The Art 
of Framing; and Mirage Spa currently 
occupy the building. The new owners 

intend to transform the commercial 
storefronts into a new mixed-use building 
with stores below and apartments above. 
Several retail tenants said they have not 
been informed of the building’s fate.

Per Harrison Town Code, Heaslip 
and Spano disclosed their interest in 
the property and promised to recuse 
from all Planning Board votes on its 
redevelopment.

�B�E�N�J�A�M�I�N�	�S�C�H�A�F�F�E�R
�A�R�C�H�I�T�E�C�T

�H�I�G�H�	�Q�U�A�L�I�T�Y
�C�O�N�T�E�M�P�O�R�A�R�Y�	�D�E�S�I�G�N

�(�9�1�4�)�	�9�9�7�-�6�3�1�2

�E�-�m�a�i�l�:�	�B�e�n�j�a�m�i�n�.�s�c�h�a�f�f�e�r�7�5�0�@�g�m�a�i�l�.�c�o�m

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

Powell’s Clam Bar Snares Club Catering Contract;
Hair and Beyond Says Goodbye Rye, Hello Harrison

Shops on halstead Avenue may get bumped for new building development.

SMALL NEWS  IS BIG NEWS

Pleasantville Community TV Fundraiser Gala
Honoring William F. Flooks, Jr.

President of the
Owner of

Pleasantville Chamber of Commerce

Beecher Flooks Funeral Home, Inc.

Journal Ad

Opportunities

are available

Silent Auction

PCTV is a 501c3 organization
RSVP jsk23g@yahoo.com by April 23rd

914-589-8976 for questions

Saturday, May 3rd. 2014

$125.00 per person

6pm cocktails  7pm dinner
Rowsley Estate

37 Drake Rd.   Scarsdale, N.Y.

Jean-Jacques’ Culinary Creations

checks to be made out to PCTV
2 Jackson Street

Pleasantville, NY 10570
or payable via paypal at www.pctv76.org
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It’s Easy to Find Treasure at the Thrift Shop in White Plains
By Pat Casey

There is a gem of a shop where many 
treasures can be found at the corner of 
Barker Avenue and North Broadway in 
White Plains. 

Called The Thrift Shop in White Plains, 
the all-volunteer-run nonprofit retail 
outlet is a joint venture of the White Plains 
Woman’s Club, the Scarsdale Woman’s 
Club and Hitchcock Presbyterian Church 
of Scarsdale. The shop is said to be the 
longest continually running thrift store in 
New York State, with a development date 
of about 1911.

Judy Korman of the White Plains 
Woman’s Club explained that while they 
believe the shop opened a few years earlier, 

they can verify the shop’s existence back 
to 1917, when during World War 1 people 
were in need. The three organizations 
came together to help out and have been 
working together ever since. ‘This was 
before there were organized charities and 
social services,” Korman added.

The shop has been located at several 
spots in the White Plains area over 
the years. They began renting space at 
their current location at White Plains 
Presbyterian Church during the 1970s.

“It’s a good location,” Korman said. 

‘There’s easy parking and people coming 
into White Plains from North Broadway 
often make it a stop.”

High School students on their way 
home have been known to partake of the 
designer selections 
and word is making 
its way around 
the nearby college 
campuses that you 
can find “high style” 
for a steal of a price 
in this little store.

“Some items move 
very quickly,” Korman said. “We have 
a steady flow of regulars who know the 
schedule and come in every week looking 

for new finds.”
What you notice 

first upon entering 
the shop is that 
everything on sale is 
of the finest quality 
and the prices are 
amazingly low. You 
quite literally can 
walk away with a 
designer outfit for 
a small fraction of 
the original price. 
All items are in 
perfect condition; 
sometimes the 
original price tags are 

still in tact. Clothing 
is not accepted unless 
everything is clean 
and all the buttons are 

in place, zippers working properly, etc.
There are fine suits for men, pants, 

jacket, blazers and shirts; children’s outfits 
for boys and girls; women’s dresses (even 
elegant evening wear and prom dresses), 
suits, skirts, pants and leisure wear; 
shoes for men, women and children; 
jewelry; accessories; toys; and all sorts 
of household items from colored glass to 
good china and cutlery. For music lovers, 
there’s even a collection of vintage albums 
to choose from.

Every month special items go on sale 

and it’s a bargain hunter’s 
heaven when you can walk 
out with a prize for just $2.

Each of the three groups 
contributing to the shop, 

go through the gifts 
and contributions 
made to each 
organization to 
determine what is 
suitable for sale. 
Specific guidelines 
determine how 

much an item will be 
sold for. A new designer 
suit will be marked at $8 to 
$20. “But, if we have a brand new suit with 
a price tag for $2,000, we might make an 
exception and mark that one a bit higher, 
but not by much,” Korman noted.

Each of the contributing organizations 
has its own color code on the sale item 
to help determine what revenue might 
go back to that group for philanthropic 
purposes after all expenses are paid at the 
shop.

In addition to the color coded dots, 
there are letters on each price tag 
indicating the number of months an item 
has been in the shop, which also indicates 
a price reduction as well as when an 
item is part of a ½-price sale. During the 
month of April, for example, all yellow 

items are ½-price. A chart on the wall let’s 
customers know what the different codes 
mean.

The shop is open year round, closing 
at the end of July until the third week in 
August, when everything is cleaned from 
top to bottom and then restocked for back 
to school shopping.

Hours are Tuesday (every week) 9:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and the first Saturday of 
each month from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. During 
the month of December the shop is open 
every Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 1p.m.

The address is 39 N. Broadway, White 
Plains. Free on-site and street parking 
is available. Call 914-949-1241 for more 
information.

Business
of the 
Week

(L to r) rene Thiel of  hitchcock Presbyterian Church, Scarsdale, Judy 
Korman of  White Plains Woman’s Club and Barbara underhill of  Scarsdale 
Woman’s Club volunteering at The Thrift Shop in White Plains on a busy 
Saturday morning.

Shoppers out to find treasures at a bargain price packed into the 
Thrift Shop in White Plains where they found many items marked 
down for special Easter sales.
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Regeneron Unveils Teacher STEM Training Program
By Neal Rentz

Regeneron Pharmaceuticals announced 
a new program last week to promote and 
improve science, technology, engineering 
and math education in the region.

During an education symposium it 
hosted at its Tarrytown headquarters 
on Apr. 3, company representatives 
announced the creation of the Hudson 
Valley STEM Teaching Fellowship 
program in collaboration with NASA, the 
Teachers College at Columbia University 
and the STEM Education Leadership 
Center of Rye.

The program, scheduled to begin this 
summer, will provide training for teachers 
to help them integrate the teaching of 
the four subjects in local schools more 
effectively.

There are three elements to the 
initiative—a nine-credit online graduate 
course with interactive lectures where 
fellows will receive a STEM Leadership 
certificate; a research project for 
teachers at Regeneron’s campus led by 

the company’s scientists; and informal 
classroom training in STEM teaching 
methods.

“We believe it’s important to raise 
the overall level of science and math 

proficiency in our communities,” said 
Murray Goldberg, Regeneron’s senior vice 
president of administration in explaining 
the thrust behind the effort.

Ten high school teachers from the 

Hudson Valley will be chosen through 
a competitive application process to 
become Regeneron fellows to start the 
new program, Goldberg noted.

“We need to educate and graduate 
students today who are scientifically 
literate so that that they can become 
the scientists and technicians and the 
Regeneron employees of tomorrow,” he 
said. “We also need to provide all of our 
young people with the strong academic 
foundation in math and science that 
increasingly is needed for career success 
in many fields in our global economy.”

Regeneron already has in place a STEM 
pilot afterschool program in Mount 
Vernon that is funded by the company 
and Westchester County. Last year it was 
offered through the Westchester Jewish 
Community Services’ Off the Street 
Program that trains and employs Mount 
Vernon High School students to tutor and 
mentor the district’s elementary school 
pupils.

regeneron Pharmaceuticals Senior Vice President of  Administration Murray Goldberg announced a 
new science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) program for teachers last week.

Harrison Remains Home for Horticultural Haven Westchester Mourns the Passing of Beloved Philanthropist
continued from page 1 continued from page 1
Mayor Ron Belmont.

“I love growing food. It’s really very 
satisfying,” said Amy Benerofe, who 
co-founded Our New Way Garden. It 
officially became a non-profit in May 
2012; Benerofe serves as its president. 
Not only does it supply seedlings and 

other supplies for the group’s gardens, but 
Our New Way offers educational services 
about gardening and the environment 
to Manhattanville College students and 
several schools including Greenburgh-
North Castle Union Free School District, 
Edgewood Elementary School in 
Scarsdale, Rye Country Day School and 
St. Christopher’s REACH Academy on the 
Jenny Clarkson Campus in Valhalla. 

Benerofe said having a greenhouse will 
permit her organization to plant seeds 
earlier in the spring, which prolongs the 
growing season.

So far, the organization has raised 
$33,000, about one-third of the money 
needed to build the domed greenhouse 
and get it operating by next fall. The year-
round greenhouse will be used to produce 
seeds and seedlings for seasonal flowers, 
herbs, tomatoes, peppers, eggplants, 
zucchini and garlic, among other foods. To 
date, Benerofe and Our New Way Garden 
co-founder Barbara Braunstein have 
donated all of the seeds, vegetables and 
flowers produced to area food pantries, 
soup kitchens, school programs and some 
restaurants.

Benerofe and Braunstein already 
work closely with food programs at the 
Harrison Food Pantry, Carver Center 
in Port Chester and Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Church in Elmsford.

 “We’ve committed to give away at least 
half of what we grow,’’ Braunstein said 
during a tour of the site last week.

Braunstein said Our New Way Garden 
sold Jerusalem artichokes to Flourish 
Baking Co. in Scarsdale for its popular 
sunchoke soup, but that making a profit is 
an exception, not the goal.

“We’re pretty much giving away 
everything’’ Benerofe chimed in.

“I don’t want to create anything beyond 
what we can take care of,’’ she said. 

The group has been getting expert 
engineering help, pro bono, from Jerry 
Schwalbe of the White Plains-based land 
use firm Divney Tung Schwalbe and site 
work expertise from Larry Labriola.

Donations and funds for the greenhouse 
and organization are being accepted. 
The organization’s address is 4 New 
King St., Suite 100, White Plains, 10604, 
and has an Internet address at www.
ournewwaygarden.com.

(L to r) Larchmont resident Barbara Braunstein 
and Purchase resident Amy Benerofe, co-
founders of  our New Way Garden inc. on the site 
of  a planned 42-foot-wide greenhouse dome at 
Manhattanville College.

said: “Her heart was bigger than her 
pocketbook.” Villar first came in contact 
with Lanza when in 1994 she sent a note 
and a $500 check for the scholarship fund. 
Villar wrote back and asked Lanza to join 
the scholarship committee, which she did.

“Patricia Lanza always said education 
is the key to everyone’s success,” Villar 
remembered. “She was very careful with 
the agencies she selected so that the money 
she gave would make the greatest impact. 
She reflected very carefully on this.”

In appreciation for Lanza’s efforts over 
the years, El Centro Hispano had planned 
to honor Patricia at its 40th anniversary 
gala later this year. Villar said they still 
plan to do so, yet they are very saddened 
to have to do it posthumously.

The White Plains Youth Bureau is 
another White Plains organization the 
Lanza Family helped with funding for 
scholarships and other educational 
programs.

“I am saddened to hear of the passing of 
Pat Lanza, said Frank Williams, Executive 
Director. “In all my years I have not found 
a more generous, kind, giving, concerned 
individual than Pat Lanza. Her life was 
the epitome of someone who did what she 
could to improve humanity and make the 
world a better place for all. When I first 
met Pat, she said to me that I have heard 
about the White Plains Youth Bureau and 
the work you are doing to prepare our 
youth for future success. I want to help 
you. She did!   She supported our Youth 
Employment programs and provided 
College Scholarships to youth, many of 
them were first-generation college bound 
students. She not only provided resources 
and support, she took a personal interest 

in the lives of our youth and held them 
accountable for being good people.” 

In 2013 the Lanza Family Foundation 
challenged White Plains-based Family 
Services of Westchester to a $1 million 
matching grant. FSW acknowledges 
that without the help of Patricia Lanza, 
they might never have met their goal 
to purchase a building to house their 
organization.

White Plains Mayor Tom Roach 
who knew Lanza through her various 
associations with city programs said: “Mrs. 
Lanza was generous but as important 
genuine. She was very down to earth 
and took a real interest in the groups she 
worked with. She used to say, when asked 
to speak at events, “I don’t write speeches 
I write checks” but she did so much more 
than that. When she was present she was 
fully present. We awarded her a key to 
the city which is an honor not frequently 
bestowed but in her case well deserved. 
She was also very smart and took the time 
to carefully consider where she would 
donate. I remember seeing her at an event 
and commenting that she always shows 
up in the right places because she always 
supported the groups that would make 
the best use of her support.”

The Lanza Family Foundation through 
Patricia Lanza also helped Legal Services 
of the Hudson Valley, Habitat for 
Humanity of Westchester, and the Food 
Bank of Westchester.

Patricia Lanza is survived by three sons: 
James, Louie and Anthony. Her husband 
Frank died in 2006.

A celebration of her life is being planned 
for early next week at a location yet to be 
confirmed in White Plains.
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Police Blotter
White Plains Shooter 
Sentenced to 35 Years

Jaerue Williams, 28, 
of 59 Old Mamaroneck 
Road, White Plains, 
was sentenced to 35 
years in state prison on 
April 1, according to 

county District Attorney Janet DiFiore.
The career criminal was sentenced 

related to the Aug. 11, 2012, fatal shooting 
of 21-year-old Wilfredo Rivera at 16 
South Regent St., Port Chester. Rivera 
died at Greenwich Hospital. He was shot 
once in the chest at close range.

Williams was sentenced to the 25 years 
in prison on his October 2013 conviction 
for first-degree felony manslaughter, and 
second-degree criminal possession of a 
weapon, also a felony.

On August 11, 2012, at approximately 
12:15 am, Port Chester Police responded 
to 16 South Regent Street on a report of 
a shooting.

Williams was arrested Aug. 18, 2012, 
on a parole violation stemming from two 
2010 felony convictions: second-degree 
burglary related to a home invasion. Ten 
years of his sentence is for that conviction.

Assistant District Attorney Julia 
Cornachio and Assistant District 

Attorney Wendy Parra of the Superior 
Court Trial Division prosecuted the case.

Harrison Police Department
International license? Felix C. 

Mosquera, 41, of Stamford, Conn., was 
pulled over near 655 North St. about 8:20 
a.m. on March 22. Police said Mosquera, 
a native of Ecuador, had a handheld 
cellphone up to his left ear as a patrol 
car pulled up alongside of his vehicle. 
Mosquera reportedly handed the patrol 
officer a booklet that said “international 
drivers license.” When the officer checked 
the state DMV database, it revealed that 
Mosquera’s driving privileges had been 
suspended. He was arrested and given a 
ticket to appear in court on May 6.

Greenburgh Police Department
Stabbing. Christopher J. Cross, 46, was 

the victim of a second-degree assault at 
23 Fieldstone Drive, Hartsdale at about 
6:40 p.m. on March 23. When police 
were called to a domestic dispute they 
found a substantial amount of blood in 
the hallway, on the stairwell banister and 
carpet leading up to the apartment. Police 
also found blood on a door handle to Apt. 
173. Police said the apartment’s occupant, 
Erin Londonio, slammed the door shut, 

yelling, “Go away you cops don’t do 
s… when I need you! I have a right to 
protect myself.” Once police got inside, 
more blood was observed throughout 
the apartment. “Yeah, I stabbed him,’’ 
Londonio told police. She was placed 
under arrest.

Christopher Cross was located a 
short time later in Pelham Manor and 
transported to Jacobi Medical Center to 
treat his stab wounds.

Criminal mischief. Joseph G. Rooney, 
61, reported that he had permission from 
a building manager to park his car in the 
rear lot of 629 Old White Plains Road, 
Elmsford, about 6:30 p.m. on March 20. 
When he returned to the car on March 
24 about 9:30 a.m., Rooney told police 
that he found that his vehicle had four 
flat tires, discovering the valve stems had 
been cut. Rooney found a note written 
on an envelope that read: “For future 
reference, this is a private lot. Don’t park 
here again — bossman.” Police continue 
to investigate.

Criminal mischief. Joann Kovac, 49, 
reported that about 6 p.m. on March 
24 she had a verbal dispute over seating 
at 915 S. Central Ave., Scarsdale, with 

a Linda Konikoff, no address listed. 
Witnesses told police that Konikoff 
grabbed a soda can from Kovac’s table 
and poured it across her laptop computer 
keyboard, rendering it inoperable. 
Konikoff was arrested.

Criminal possession of narcotics. 
About 11 p.m. on March 26, police 
observed a black Mercedes Benz traveling 
near Old Tarrytown Road and Knollwood 
Road without its headlights on. The car 
crossed the double yellow line and nearly 
struck a police department Street Crime 
Unit head-on. Police detected a strong 
odor of marijuana from the driver’s side 
window. The driver, 26-year-old Donat 
Reshepi, no address listed, voluntarily 
removed one clear baggie containing 
a green leafy substance from his front 
left pocket, saying, “It’s just one bag of 
weed.” A passenger named Darryl Hollis 
was observed clutching a black satchel 
bag, from which a plastic bag with a 
white powdery substance believed to 
be cocaine was protruding, according 
to police. Both men were placed 
under arrest for criminal possession of 
narcotics with intent to sell. The vehicle 
was impounded.

By Pat Casey
A collection of women from across 

Westchester, one even traveled from 
the Bronx, met at the Scarsdale Public 
Library last week to learn about sex 
trafficking and what they might be 
able to do to help stop it. The event was 
sponsored by Assemblywoman Amy 
Paulin (D-Scarsdale) and featured Sarah 
Porter of ECPAT (Ending Child Slavery at 
the Source) and Stuart Perrin, author of 
a book on global trafficking titled “Little 
Sisters.”

Paulin called the talk “The Global and 
Local Atrocity of Sex Trafficking” because 
the staggering statistics place 27 million 
people worldwide, with 200,000 in the 
United States, living as sex or labor slaves, 
resulting in a $32 billion global slave 
market.

Paulin told the audience that she first 
became aware of human trafficking in 
2005 when she was acting Executive 
Director of My Sisters Place in White 
Plains.

By 2006 she was involved in the first 
Human Trafficking bill in New York State. 
“It was the first in the United States and 
it passed in the State Legislature to set 
a precedent across the country,” Paulin 
explained. “By 2007 human trafficking for 
sex and labor became a felony crime.”

“Who are these young women involved 
in the sex trade?” Paulin asked. “Many of 
them are just children aged 11 to 13 years 
old, many who have run away from home 
and been kidnapped. In some cases the 

kidnappers, employed by the slave traders, 
are 19 and 20 year-old boys who approach 
these girls on the street and say they will 
help them. They act like a boyfriend and 
when it is too late, the girls are caught 
in a terrifying situation where they are 
repeatedly raped and beaten. They fear for 
their lives and those around them.”

Sarah Porter said she first became 
aware of trafficking when she volunteered 
overseas with the Peace Corps. Today she 
works domestically with social service 
agencies.

“We need more and better foster 
parents to help our young girls,” Porter 
said. “Much of the issue is in diagnostic 
training. The social service workers need 
to be more aware of the risk factors and 

what to do when they see the red flags. 
Because there is a situation where people 
see a prostitute rather than a victim, they 
don’t help when a girl comes in to the 
emergency room, for example, suffering 
from a beating. Kids are mixed into the 
adult sex trade. Hospitals have protocols 
for domestic violence, but they don’t 
necessarily for identifying victims of 
human trafficking.”

Acknowledging that education is key, 
ECPAT runs training programs for hotels 
and other businesses in the tourism 
industry, so employees know what to 
look for and to report instances when 
they suspect them. “Forty-five percent of 
exploited youth have been exploited in a 
hotel,” Porter said.

In 2008, Paulin penned the Safe Harbor 
Bill that identified girls involved in 
prostitution up to the age of 15 as victims 
and by 2012 a new bill was before the state 
legislature to make trafficking a Violent B 
Felony Crime and to identify girls up to 
16 and 17 as victims.

“If the law is that 18 is the age of consent, 
then why when money is exchanged is 
there a difference?” Pauli again asked. 
‘These girls are victims of rape. We need 
to make the crime harsher.” 

Stymied by a hesitant assembly and a 
political process that becomes bogged 
down with debate that brings other 
elements such as pay equity discrimination 
and Roe v. Wade into the discussion, the 
current Safe Harbor bill is still not passed 
and faces a June 20th deadline.

While it would seem that human 
trafficking would not make its way to 
Westchester County, Paulin said she was 
surprised that 35 of the girls she had 
met at rehab programs were from local 
communities. “It doesn’t matter what 
income a family has, abuse finds its way 
into all income levels. Trafficking of 
children outside the U.S. into the country 
is a big problem, but the problem is  
also local.”

The book “Little Sisters” by Stuart Perrin 
can be ordered from Bluekitepress.com. 
Visit ecpatusa.org for more information 
about human trafficking prevention  
and intervention programs in the United 
States.

Informative Talk Tries to Set the Record Straight on Local/Global Human Trafficking

 (L to r) Assemblywoman Amy Paulin, Sarah Porter and Stuart Perrin discuss human Trafficking issues 
during an evening discussion at Scarsdale Public Library.

Jarue Williams
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 It is with profound sadness that we say 
good-bye to Patricia Lanza. 

Having witnessed her devotion and 
great energy over the years directed 
toward helping others self-actualize, it is 
clearly a great loss to the community that 
someone so thoughtful and concerned 
about making her investments in other 
people work, has passed on.

Her special approach to supporting 
people did not go unnoticed. Her desire 

to make sure that what she gave was truly 
working to help people become steady 
on their own feet, was possibly her 
greatest lesson and gift to us all. It is what 
made her acts of charitable giving more 
than just giving; she made an investment 
in each one of the people her projects 
supported.

Worldwide and locally, her name is 
remembered and her presence felt. Of 
the millions of dollars in support she 

donated, how many more dollars have 
her programs gone on to provide others 
because she invested well?

She has been called a Guardian Angel, 
an Unsung Hero. Her projects have 
involved the Hispanic community, the 
homeless, the hungry, the sick and the 
powerless.

For all of those she had helped to raise 
up, may she now soar on Eagle’s Wings.

A pair of local Japanese block parties/
festivals are being planned for April 27 in 
White Plains and May 4 in Harrison.

The Harrison Japan Spring Festival 
will be at Ma Riis Park from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Proceeds will go to the Harrison 
Public Library and Recreation Center 
as well as victims of the Great East 
Japan Earthquake. The festival is being 
organized by Japan Block Fair Inc. 

and Oishinbo, 283 Halstead Ave. For 
details, call 914-584-8967 or go to www.
japanblockfair.com on the Internet. 
Flower arrangements, tea ceremonies, 
Japanese drums and dancing are planned 
along with a flea market, games, food, 
drinks and raffles. 

Organizers of the 15th annual Cherry 
Blossom Festival in White Plains aim 
to plant the 100th cherry blossom tree 

between Delfino and Turnure parks. 
Planting one tree costs about $600. That 
festival runs from 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at Turnure Park, 20-26 Lake St., White 
Plains. Sponsors who donate at least 
$300 will have their name engraved 
on a plaque installed at Turnure Park  
next year, according to organizers. For 
details, contact Yuka Abe at kanon.ny@
gmail.com

also publishes 
 M E D I A

A Fond Farewell to One of Westchester’s Most Notable Benefactors

It’s Almost Flower Blossom Season; Japanese Festivals Planned

Obituaries
Joan Young
After a brief illness, Joan B. Young, a 

long time Westchester resident, passed 
away on Friday, April 4 at the age of 85. 
Joan is survived by her daughters, Joanne 
Savino and Brenda Brinz VanDeWeghe, 
her son-in-law, Scott VanDeWeghe, 
and her grandson, David Savino. Joan 
was the mother of Albert J. Brinz, and 
the wife of Lawrence Young, both of 
whom predeceased her. As an active 
participant of the community, Joan was 
a 40-plus year parishioner of Sacred 
Heart Church, in Hartsdale, where she 
also sang in the choir. She was a head 
nurse at Burke Rehabilitation Center 
in White Plains, for approximately 20 
years. In lieu of flowers donations to 
the Alzheimer’s Foundation or VITAS 
Hospice Connecticut are appreciated.

Howard Jacobs
Howard Russell Jacobs, former 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the 
Greenburgh Public Library, passed away 
April 2. He was 86 years old. 

Howard was the community leader 
most responsible for the expansion/
construction of the new Greenburgh 
Library. Before the expansion took 
place Howard led a successful effort, 
persuading New York State to fund a 
cyberbook mobile, enhancing library 
services for the community. After 
Howard retired as Chair of the Board of 
Trustees, the Greenburgh Library Board 
voted to name a photography gallery 
in honor of Howard and his wife Ruth. 
The couple sponsored an amateur photo 
contest at the library.

Howard was a former member of the 
Greenburgh School Board. He was a 
respected educator and was involved in 
many community activities for many 
decades. The family will have a private 
service and are planning a public 
memorial at a date to be announced. 
Interment at Ferncliff Cemetery, 
Hartsdale.

Rosamma Kalathara
Rosamma Kalathara, a White Plains 

resident, died April 1 at the age of 68. She 
was born November 15, 1945 in India, to 
Varkey and Mariamma Panayappallil.

On May 12, 1971 she married Simson 
Kalathara (owner of the former Bengal 
Tiger Indian restaurant in White Plains) 
in New York City. Rosamma was a 
Registered Nurse, working at Sound 
Shore Medical Center in New Rochelle 
for 40 years. She retired in 2011.

She is survived by her husband Simson, 
of White Plains, her children, Matthew, 
John and Mary Simson, one grandchild, 
Ethan Simson. Also surviving are her 
sisters, Aleyamma, Theresamma, Sister 
Bridget, Annamma and Bridget. She is 
predeceased by her brother Varghese.

Arnold Laubich
Arnold Laubich of Edgemont died 

March 26th. He was 85 years old. Arnold 
volunteered much of his time helping the 
Town of Greenburgh with its municipal 
development projects. He was appointed 
a Deputy Supervisor for the Town of 
Greenburgh during the Midway Shopping 
Center expansion review process. He also 

led the effort to discourage Edgemont 
residents from breaking away from 
unincorporated Greenburgh. Interment 
was at Mount Hope Cemetery on  
March 28.

We invite readers to share 
their thoughts by sending 
letters to the editor.  Please 

limit comments to 250 words. 
We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by 
space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 

the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain  

from personal attacks.  
Email letters to

pcasey@ 
theexaminernews.com. 

The White Plains Examiner 
requires that all letter writers 
provide their name, address 

and contact information. 

Letters Policy
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By Pat Casey
Sustainability is a key word in White 

Plains these days. It’s meaning centers 
primarily on environmental conservation 
and renewable energy sources, but also 
relates to economics as well as how people 
deal with the over abundance of trash 
caused by consumerism.

A main focus of White Plains’ Earth 
Week activities this year will be a shoe 
collection and recycling drive. Last year, 
local businesses, religious organizations, 
neighborhood associations and schools 
collected over 4,000 pairs of shoes that 
were diverted from the waste stream and 
went on to find a new life where they 
are greatly needed. The city has once 
again partnered with Soles for Souls 
(www.soles4souls.org) on this recycling 
initiative.  

Jill Iannetta, White Plains Director of 
Special Projects said the goal this year 
is to increase that amount, hopefully 
to double it. Iannetta is working with 
members of city administration and the 
White Plains BID (Business Improvement 
District) to put together this year’s Earth 
Week activities.

Booroo shoes owner John Larken, who 
was born in White Plains, has already 
committed to contributing shoes to the 
Soles for Souls initiative. Booroo shoes are 

popular for their pure wool linings and 
foot beds and the company’s dedication to 
donating a portion of shoe sales to hunger 
programs in the United States and abroad.

Jones of New York has also joined the 
cause said Iannetta. “They throw out 
between 1,500 to 1,800 pairs of brand 
new shoes each year. We expect to receive 
a substantial number of pairs from Jones,” 
she added.

As part of his Eagle Scout activities last 
year, Brian LaPlaca was responsible for 
gathering many of the shoes for the Soles 
for Souls drive. His sister Laura LaPlaca 
has picked up the baton this year and is 
helping to muster donations around the 

city and beyond.
The main collection and sorting area 

for the shoes is Ebersole Ice Rink in White 
Plains. Collections boxes are also located 
at all White Plains schools, city hall, the 
public library, the Youth Bureau and 
Gillie Recreation Center. The drive will 
end on Sunday, April 27th.

“The exciting thing this year is 
that people have anticipated the shoe 
collection and began asking about it 
before we made the announcement. They 
were looking for the boxes,” Iannetta said.

Another new initiative, opened at the 
Gedney Recycling Yard this month is 
textile recycling.

“We did some research and found out 
that some companies out west do textile 
recycling and that many Americans 
throw out as much as 70 pounds of textile 
products each year,” Iannetta explained. 
“We like to say donate or recycle, but don’t 
throw away,” she added.

The textiles White Plains recycles 
obtain a credit from the county and the 
company that buys them pays the city 
$100 per ton. According to Iannetta the 
city has already begun recycling about 
half a ton each week.

Other programs, specifically planned 
for Earth Week include a 3D chalk art 
mural in the SL Green building at 360 

Hamilton Avenue that will be created 
by artist Anthony Cappetto from April 
23 to 26. The theme of the mural will be 
appreciation for our natural resources. 
The mural will then be featured at 
Renaissance Plaza in White Plains during 
the Sustain White Plains outdoor street 
fair.

Reckson Realty, based at 360 Hamilton 
Avenue, is conducting a park cleanup in 
conjunction with Earth Week activities. 
About 40 employees will be out and about 
at the city’s parks.

On Saturday, April 26 at 10 a.m. a 
special showing of Disneynature’s “Bears” 
will be shown for free at the City Center 
Cinema Deluxe. Seating is limited to the 
first 400 people who arrive.

After the movie everyone is encouraged 
to join the street fair where Animal 
Embassy will have some exotic pets for 
people to meet. Vendors will provide 
information on local nature preserves, 
uses for natural and organic food 
leftovers, renewable energy sources, home 
and business energy audits, recycling, an 
electric vehicle showcase, art activities for 
children and more.

La Boca restaurant will have an organic 
meal available for hungry attendees. 
There will be live music and a DJ, so hope 
for good weather and come on out. 

When Don Coqui 
opened in New Rochelle 
in 2009 just off Route 
95 it helped anchor the 
Queen City’s emerging 
food and nightlife 
scene. When a new Don 
Coqui premiered along 

Mamaroneck Avenue, 
White Plains, last year it brought its 
rhythmic ‘shortcut to Puerto Rico’ right 
to the heart of Westchester County.  A 
new Don Coqui has now premiered in a 
sprawling spot (formerly The Harbor and 
briefly The Light House) on City Island, 
and it has added great momentum to 
the electric Latin-themed dining scene 
generating throughout the metro area 
right now.

Don Coqui is the brainchild of 
hospitality and nightlife entrepreneur 
Jimmy Rodriguez and his family, his 
daughters Jewelle and Jaleene, along 
with son Jimmy Jr., personable hosts who 
strive to bring the traditional cuisine, 
culture and spirited music of their native 
Puerto Rico and the Caribbean to the U.S.  
It’s a great spot for spring break: they are 
serving up an exciting dose of dining and 
nightlife along with dramatic water views 
through large picture windows. You can 
see the twinkling lights of Manhattan in 
the distance.

Don Coqui, City Island, houses a 

handsome contemporized main dining 
room, a bustling bar/lounge, banquets 
and high rise tables in red and white 
motif with modern lighting fixtures. Off 
in a corner is a private VIP 
room (you never know 
what celebrity you will 
spot through the window).  
A Don Coqui TV poster is 
on a wall for guests to pose 
for photos a la The Red 
Carpet, and the result may 
just appear on the ongoing 
video cam. It is fun and exciting. There 
is plenty of catering space for private 
events.

Once you start on the colorful 
cocktail roster consider such signature 
menu starters as: Chicharrones, crispy 
marinated chicken chunks or shrimp 
served with Calypso sauce; Tostones 
Montaditos, green plantains topped 
with your choice of shrimp, steak, pork 
or codfish; Panko Crusted Little Neck 
Clams, with lemon garlic sauce; Pernil 
or Pollo Asado, shredded roasted pork or 
chicken; Empanadas stuffed with shrimp, 
beef, chicken or vegetables; Deviled Eggs 
stuffed with codfish; and Mussels or 
Clams with chorizo, garlic and tomato 
broth. If you want to share a taste of all 
order the Don Coqui Appetizer Platter. 
It’s a whopper.

Soothing soups and fresh crisp salads 

include: Beef, Chicken and Oxtail Stew 
with Caribbean root vegetables; Octopus 
or Codfish Salad; Seafood Ceviche; 
Lobster Bisque or Seafood Gumbo.

Extraordinary main 
courses served with pizzazz 
include: Don Coqui Paella, 
with shrimp, clams, mussels, 
lobster, chicken and chorizo, 
also available vegetarian 
style; Braised Oxtail with 
white rice and avocado; 
Pernil, roasted pork with 

arroz con gandules and potato salad; 
Chicken & Rice; typical Mofongo topped 
with shrimp, steak or pork; Ropa Vieja, 
shredded beef with shrimp, octopus, 
calamari, clams and mussels; there’s even 
a juicy 10 oz. Don Coqui Burger with all 
the trimmings. 

From the grill come such hearty 
favorites as: Churrasco y Camarones a 
la Parrilla, grilled skirt steak and shrimp 
scampi; Porter House Steak for two; 
Twin Marinated Grilled Pork Chops; and 
Grilled Wild Salmon. A host of addicting 
sides include: plantains, green or sweet; 
yucca mash or chips; hand cut fries; black 
bean or pigeon pea rice; and homemade 
potato salad.

At lunch the house also serves a 
selection of salads and sandwiches 
including: Hearts of Romaine Caesar 
Salad; DC Triplets with pork, chicken 

and steak; Steak & Onion Sandwich; 
Roasted Pork Sandwich; and BBQ 
Chicken Sandwich.

Special Hint: The nightlife schedule 
has also been updated at Don Coqui. 
Check ahead for times and dates. There 
is live Salsa entertainment, and karaoke 
nights. Don’t forget $28 Mondays when 
patrons get three generous courses of 
food for this special price. 

Don Coqui, City Island is located 
at 565 City Island Ave. on City Island, 
Bronx. The restaurant is open for lunch 
and dinner seven days a week from 
noon. Starters: $6 to $19. Main courses: 
$15 to $34. Lunch: $6 to $28. Bar/lounge. 
Cocktail menu. Bottles. Live music, 
dancing. Take-out. On and off premise 
catering for all events. Major credit 
cards. Valet parking. Proper casual dress. 
Reservations accepted; advised for larger 
groups. City Island Phone: 718-885-
2222. Main Phone: 914-648-4848. Don 
Coqui, New Rochelle, is located at 115 
Cedar Street, just off Rt. 95. Don Coqui, 
White Plains, is at 107 Mamaroneck Ave. 
www.doncoqui.tv 

Morris Gut is a restaurant consultant 
and former restaurant trade magazine 
editor. He has been tracking and writing 
about the food and dining scene in greater 
Westchester for over 25 years. He may 
be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net.

Don Coqui Brings Latin Rhythms to City Island

 By Morris Gut
Menu 

Movers & 
Shakers

White Plains Earth Week Celebration to Focus on Sustainability

Soles for Souls in Costa rica 2013.
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 040814
adoption
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring local li-
censed adoption agency provides finan-
cial and emotional support. Choose from 
loving pre-approved families. Habla Es-
panol.  Call Joy  1-914-939-1180 or con-
fidential email: Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

auctions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EvEnts
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM First 
Market. Sunday April 6th. 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike (Rt 44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free 
Admission & Parking. Great Food, Bar-
gains. Vendors Wanted! RINALDIFLEA-
MARKET.COM See You There!

For salE
Privacy Hedges- SPRING Blowout Sale 
6ft Arborvitae (cedar) Regular $129 Now 
$59 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE In-
stallation/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 
www.lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HElp WantEd
HOME CARE AIDE - Looking for a full 
time position to take care of the elderly.  
Over 15 years experience.  Will cook, do 
laundry, help with bathing - anything 
that is needed. Live in or live out.  Very 
reliable, excellent references.  Call Sha-
ron at 347-739-7717.

Heavy Equipment Operator Career! 
High Demand For Certified Bulldozer, 
Backhoe And Trackhoe Operators . 
Hands On Training Provided. Fantastic 
Earning Potential! Veterans With Ben-
efits Encouraged To Apply. 1-866-362-
6497

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial aid for 
qualified students Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

Drive-away across the USA even if you 
don't own a car. 22 Pickup Locations. 
Call 866-764-1601 or www.qualitydrive-
away.com

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

SHORT SALE -30 acres -$89,900. Catskill 
Mountain farm! Stunning views, springs, 
meadows, woods! 40% below market! 
Less than 3 hrs NY City! EZ terms avail! 
Call 888-701-7509 NOW! Newyork-
landandlakes.com

land For salE
LAND OWNER SACRIFICE! 5 acres 
-$19,900 Great views, quiet country road, 
gorgeous hilltop setting! Southern Tier, 
NY. Guaranteed buildable! 8 tracts avail-
able UNDER 19,900! Terms! Hurry! 888-
905-8847. Newyorklandandlakes.com

lots & acrEagE
WATERFRONT LOTS- Virginia's East-
ern Shore. Was 325K Now from $65,000- 
Community Center Pool. 1acre+ lots, Bay 
& Ocean Access, Great Fishing, Crabbing, 
Kayaking. Custom Homes. www.oldemi-
llpointe.com 757-824-0808

miscEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, 2 miles to the riverfront dis-
trict. Homes starting at $39,000. 772-581-
0080, www.beach-cove.com.

vacation tours/rEntals
TUSCANY VACATION Tour ..  lodging   
breakfast  dinner  transfers ... Florence  
Greve  Assisi  Venice  Lucca  San Gimi-
gnano  Pisa   Siena and the chianti coun-
tryside and more.  All-inclusive  $1100..
peduzpeduz@aol.com    914 997 0987 

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jew-
elry, books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 
CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
1-800-THE-EAGLE
(1-800-843-3245)

www.1800theeagle.com

915 W. Camelback Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85013

Open 7 days

a w
eek

Important news for DIABETICS with
BLADDER CANCER

The diabetes drug, ACTOS®, has been linked to an increased 
risk of bladder cancer. If you or a loved one has been 
diagnosed with bladder cancer after taking ACTOS®, ACTOplus 
met®, ACTOplus MET® XR or duetact®, call us now about 
making a claim for substantial monetary compensation.  No 
fees or costs until your case settles. We practice law only in 
Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.

Over 500 Vacation Homes, 
from Duck to Corolla, 

Oceanfront to Soundfront, 
Private Pools, Hot Tubs, 

Pets and More…

rindley
each

V A C A T I O N S   &   S A L E S

Book Online at  www.brindleybeach.com
1-877-642-3224

“ S E R V I C E   F I R S T…   F U N  A LWAY S ! ”

Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!

1-800-382-HOME(4663)
www.sonyma.org

If You’re Ready to Buy a Home,
We Are Ready to Help.

The State of New York Mortgage Agency offers:
Up to $15,000 of Down Payment Assistance

for Housing

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, April 8
Tuesdays at Dorry’s. Beth Kava has been 

involved in the world of public education 
for more than four decades, beginning 
as a social studies teacher in the Bronx, 
then a District Coordinator in the White 
Plains Schools and now a professor in the 
School of Education at Pace University in 
Pleasantville. Everyone in our society has 
a profound investment in the success of 
public education and her talk will involve 
participants in a consideration of the 
goals of public education in American 
society today, of what it means to be a 
good teacher in a good school and of 
the challenging contemporary issues in 
in the world of education. Tuesdays@
Dorry’s is an informal gathering of people 
who share dinner while listening to and 
discussing issues of importance. No 
reservations are required. The public is 
welcome. Food ordering begins at 5:30 
p.m. and the presentations are from 6 to 
7 p.m. Dorry’s Diner, 468 Mamaroneck 
Avenue, White Plains. Call 914-682-0005 
for more information.

White Plains Council of 
Neighborhood Associations (WPCNA) 
Meeting. 7:30 p.m. at Education House 
(downstairs Meeting Room), 5 Homeside 
Lane, White Plains (off North Street). 
Guest speakers will be Daniel Marcy, 
Community Relations Specialist and 
Brian Conybeare, Special Advisor to 
the Governor. Their presentation will 
be “The New Tappan Zee Bridge.”  The 
project is in progress and the new bridge 
should be completed in 2018, with a 
design constructed to last 100 years 
without major structural maintenance. 
A question and answer period will follow 
their presentation.  Since the new bridge 
project will likely have a major impact on 
White Plains, come with lots of questions, 
ideas and suggestions.  Please come early 
to get a good seat and allow time for 
networking. All WPCNA meetings are 
open to the public. Bring your friends 
and neighbors. Light refreshments will be 
served.

Wednesday, April 9
Noonday Getaway Concert.  Pianist 

Matthew Graybil returns to Downtown 
Music for a performance of his personal 
favorites. He has been a prize winner in 
national and international competitions 
including the New York International 

Piano Competition, the National 
Foundation for the Advancement of the 
Arts, and the Juilliard Gina Bachauer 
Competition.  According to Fanfare 
Magazine, “He becomes so at one with the 
[music] that the line between composer 
and performer vanishes. Matthew 
Graybil’s playing marks him ... as one of 
the most sensitive, poetic young pianists 
to debut on record in recent memory.” 
12:10 p.m. Free Admission. Grace 
Episcopal Church at the intersection of 
Mamaroneck Avenue and Main Street in 
White Plains.

Free Talk: Turning Tragedy into 
Triumph. 4:30 to 6 p.m., Burke 
Rehabilitation Center, 785 Mamaroneck 
Ave., Billings building, White Plains. 
Gary Karp, an internationally recognized 
public speaker, was injured at age 18 in a 
fall from a tree and broke two vertebrae 
at T12 and L1, injuring his spinal cord. 
He has not walked since, but has gone on 
to write three books and was inducted 
into the Spinal Cord Injury Hall of Fame. 
In his talk, Karp will focus on different 
coping styles, the path to being as active 
and independent as possible, making the 
most out of rehab, and more. The talk is 
sponsored by the Christopher and Dana 
Reeve Paralysis Resource Center.

Digital Dirt/E-Resume. Two great 
workshops in one: Digital Dirt - 
Unfavorable Information About You That 
Can Be Found on the Internet. Do you 
realize that digital dirt might sabotage 
your job search or career development? 
Come and learn how to manage your 
online reputation. E-Resumes - Preparing 
Your Resume for Email and Online Job 
sites. Format your resume for posting 
online and emailing to prospective 
employers. Bring your resume saved on 
a flash stick/floppy disk/email in .doc 
format; 7:30 p.m., White Plains Public 
Library, 100 Martine Avenue, White 
Plains.

Symphony at Sam’s. New Westchester 
Symphony Orchestra presents live music 
at Sam’s of Gedney Way, White Plains; 5 
to 10 p.m. 10 percent of all proceeds will 
benefit NewWSO.

5% Day at Whole Foods. The Federated 
Conservationists of Westchester County 
founded in 1965 with the mission to 
provide leadership that educates people 
about environmental issues, problems 
and solutions; advocate sound decision-
making; and work with groups and 
individuals to protect, preserve and 
rehabilitate Westchester’s natural 
resources, has been selected by Whole 
Foods Market as the beneficiary of its 
5% Day. FCWC will staff information 

tables and will provide information 
about the ways residents can help protect 
Westchester County’s Environment. 
FCWC will allocate funds received from 
the 5% Day to help in planning and 
execution of a Climate Change Summit 
coming up this fall; 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Whole Foods Markets, 110 Bloomingdale 
Road, White Plains and 1 Ridge Hill, 
Yonkers.

Thursday, April 10
“Wonderful Town” Short-Story 

Discussion Series. Dates: 4/10, 5/1, 5/22. 
White Plains Librarian Barbara Wenglin 
returns to explore compelling short 
stories from the acclaimed anthology, 
“Wonderful Town: New York Stories 
from The New Yorker” Celebrating 75 
years of the magazine’s enduring literary 
influence, edited by David Remnick 
(Random House, 2000). Copies available 
for loan (hard copy and e-book formats) 
with one on reserve at reference desk. For 
this session, please read “Shot: A New 
York Story” by Elizabeth Hardwick (p.454) 
and “The Balloon” by Donald Barthelme 
(p.104). Register once for series; OK if you 
can’t attend every session. Refreshments 
served, all welcome; 2 p.m. White Plains 
Public Library, 100 Martine Avenue, 
White Plains.

Saturday, April 12
Father-Daughter Dance. The White 

Plains Youth Bureau’s Father-Daughter 
Annual Dance will take place from 7 to 9 
p.m. at the Mansion on Broadway, a newly 
renovated 114 year old mansion located at 
139 North Broadway in White Plains. This 
dressy attire, dinner-dance is a special 
opportunity for fathers, grandfathers, 
uncles or other significant adult males in 
girls’ lives to enjoy an evening of dinner, 
dancing and fun organized to celebrate 
the special bond between fathers and 
daughters. Young ladies of all ages are 
invited. Tickets are $45 per couple. The 
cost for each additional child 17 years 
and younger is $20 and the cost for each 
additional child 18 years and older is $25. 
Tickets are on sale at the Youth Bureau, 
11 Amherst Place, White Plains.  Tickets 
should be purchased by Tuesday, April 
8.   Contact Adrienne Rivers, arivers@
whiteplainsny.gov or 914-422-1378 for 
more information.

Music of the Spirit, The Fauré 
Requiem, an evening of breathtaking 
music at 7:30 p.m.  at St. Bartholomew’s 
Church, 82 Prospect Street in White 
Plains,. This enchanting concert features 
a 50-member choir and orchestra led by 
co-Conductors Bernard Tamosaitis and 
Eric Kramer with artists from St. Thomas 
Orchestra and Collegium Westchester. 
This concert is a benefit for the program 

Music in Houses of Worship and aims 
to bring together the White Plains 
Community to share and revel in the 
talent the community has to offer. Adults 
$20; Students $10; Families $45. 

Wednesday, April 16
Noonday Getaway Concert.  Organist 

Ryan Kennedy, First Prize Winner of the 
2013 American Guild of Organists Region 
II Competition, plays works of Bach, 
Vierne and Dupre on Grace Church’s 
magnificent Guilbault Therien Organ.  
While he is devoted to the organ, he also 
is an accomplished pianist and composer 
with a particular interest in opera, vocal 
coaching, and accompaniment.  He 
worked for the Caramoor Bel Canto 
Festival in Katonah, NY and made his 
Carnegie Hall debut in 2010. 12:10 p.m. 
Free Admission. Grace Episcopal Church 
at the intersection of Mamaroneck Avenue 
and Main Street in White Plains.

Thursday, April 17
Poetry Slam at the Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Freedom Library at 6:30 p.m. 
Come with one of your own poems to 
read or just come to hear some great 
poems by others. Poetry should be 
based on Martin Luther King, African 
Americans, Peace, Nonviolence and 
related topics. The event is free and 
open to everyone, and refreshments will 
be served. Thomas H. Slater Center, 2 
Fisher Court, White Plains. For further 
information, call 914-525-3076 or email 
library@mlkwestchester.org.

Saturday, April 19
Annual Easter Egg Roll & Hunt, 11:30 

a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Come enjoy an egg-citing 
day of egg rolling, hunting, coloring and 
egg-sighting on the Longview Ave. lawn 
of  The Church in the Highlands.  Other 
activities include face-painting, games, 
music and more. Also, children are 
invited to Dig-In & Grow in the Spring ‘14 
Garden on-site at The Children’s Garden 
April-May. Visit www.churchinhighlands.
org for more details and registration info. 
Contact info@churchinhighlands for 
more info and/or directions to 35 Bryant 
Ave. White Plains, NY 10605.

Saturday, April 26
Neighborhood Health Fair. Free health 

and dental screenings, health information, 
exhibits, entertainment and food. Thomas 
H. Slater Center, 2 Fisher Court, White 
Plains. Registration 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Program begins 9 a.m. screenings from 
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Presented by White 
Plains Hospital, Calvary Baptist Church, 
El Centro Hispano Inc., Thomas H. Slater 
Center. Corporate sponsor – Pepsico.



April 8 - April 14, 201416 The White Plains Examiner

By Skip Pearlman
The Harrison High baseball team 

opened the 2014 season with two losses 
– dropping a 10-0 decision to Rye Neck 
in the opener last Monday, then getting 
shut out, 6-0, by Tappan Zee, the next day. 
But the Huskies rebounded on Thursday, 
picking up a 7-5 victory over Keio in a 
game played at Harrison High School.

In Thursday’s win over the Unicorns, the 
Huskies came up with 10 hits in support 
of winning pitcher Matt Baker, who started 
and went five innings, striking out three, 
walking three, and allowing two earned 
runs. Tyler McConway got the save, going 
two innings with no runs two strikeouts 
and three walks. 

Dean McCarthy drove in two runs for 

Harrison and went 2-for-3 with a pair of 
doubles. Steven Pesce also came through 
with a pair of RBI, and Jack Witte went 
4-for-4.

Yuya Morita drove in two runs for Keio.
Huskies Manager Marco DiRuocco 

liked what he saw from his pitchers. 
“We pitched a lot more strikes,” 

DiRuocco said. “Baker is our No. 1, and he 
wasn’t at his best, but he was good, and had 
a productive outing. He was around the 
plate, and looked good. And McConway 
came on for the save and he looked very 
good.”

And after getting shut out in their first 
two games, DiRuocco was happy to see his 
offense find its stride.

“Our hitters came through, and it was 

great,” he said. “The guys were hungry – 
they were upset about our performance 
in the first two games, and they were 
determined to get it done. I’m very proud 
of the guys. Pesce and McCarthy had big 
hits for us and hit well, and Witte also had 
a good day at the plate.”

In Tuesday’s loss to TZ, Chris Monaco 
earned the win for the Dutchmen, who 
plated three in the first and two in the 
second to pull away.

McCarthy took the loss on the mound 
for Harrison. Andrew Gurgitano also 
pitched in relief for the Huskies, who 
managed just two hits off TZ pitching.

“That was their top pitcher, and he’s very 
talented,” DiRuocco said of Monaco. “We 
struggled at the plate, and didn’t play well.”

Anthony Ritchie had three RBI and Tom 
Morales drove in two for the Dutchmen.

In Harrison’s season opener the prior 
Monday at Silver Lake Park, Mike Suozzo 
took the loss, with McConway pitching in 
relief.

“That was a tough one,” DiRuocco said. 
“We didn’t hit, we didn’t throw strikes, 
and we didn’t field the ball… and they 
were very good and hit well. Suozzo had a 
tough first two innings, then settled down 
well. We only had two hits, and you’re not 
gonna win like that.”

Harrison was scheduled to visit Ossining 
Tuesday at 4:30 p.m., the Huskies visit 
Croton Wednesday at 4:30, and then travel 
to Greeley for a 4:30 p.m. game Thursday.

By Albert Coqueran
The White Plains Tigers Softball Team 

opened the 2014 regular season with 
a convincing win over Sleepy Hollow 
High School, 15-5, in Sleepy Hollow, on 
Tuesday, April 1. The game was called 
after the fifth inning when the Mercy Rule 
was imposed.

However, the Lady Tigers Home Opener 
against Eastchester High School was a 
regretfully different game. The offense the 
Tigers exhibited against the Horsemen 
in their first game of the season was not 
apparent against the Eagles.

The Tigers lost the game 1-0, as 
Eastchester senior pitcher Francesca 
Chiodi pitched a four-hit shutout with 
11 strikeouts. Chiodi pitched a complete 
game, while starting the game by striking-
out the first six batters for the Tigers.

“I felt pretty confident in my pitches 
today. I was on today. My screwball, 
curveball and inside-and-outside pitches 
were working, as well as my rise-ball and 

changeup,” said Chiodi.
“We faced a team in our last game that 

had a very slow pitcher and it certainly 
affected us. We were loading late and we 
were behind at the plate,” explained Tigers 
Head Softball Coach Ted O’Donnell. “She 
(Chiodi) is a good pitcher but we could hit 
that kind of pitching but we did not get 
ourselves ready,” emphasized O’Donnell.

However, it was not just Chiodi’s quality 
pitching that ruined the Tigers Home 
Opener. The Tigers made mental mistakes 
on defense that cannot be afforded in a 
one-run game. “When you play a game 
with the score 1-0, you can lose a 1-0 game 
on mental mistakes. We made a handful 
of mental mistakes in this game,” stated a 
disappointed O’Donnell.  

O’Donnell comes back with a young 
team this season after recording a 15-6 
record last year and losing to John Jay 
East Fishkill in the Quarterfinals of the 
Section 1 AA Playoffs. O’Donnell and 
his Assistant Coach Skip Stevens had 
the task of replacing their first baseman, 
shortstop, catcher, second baseman and 
third baseman this year. 

The first baseman slot seems to be 
sewed up by the promising freshman 
Juliet Lodes, who swings the bat with 

confidence and plays good defense. 
O’Donnell brought Lodes up from junior 
varsity after being impressed by her 
aggressiveness at the plate and in the field. 
“Juliet is a nice addition to the team. She 
is a gamer. I was impressed with her at 
bats and play in the field,” acknowledged 
O’Donnell.

The veteran senior Briana Chapman 
will hold down the shortstop position this 
season. Chapman played right-field last 
season while nursing a sore shoulder. She 
had off-season shoulder surgery in the fall 
and is fully recovered. “Briana is going to 
do a real good job at shortstop and she 
is going to hit for us. It is nice to have a 
healthy Bri back,” expressed O’Donnell.

Emily O’Brien, a junior who was 
injured most of last season filled the 
second base position against Eastchester 
and sophomore Kayla Bonnet a quality 
utility player for the Tigers played third 
base and back-up catcher. “We have the 
talent but now we have to find the right 
combination and the chemistry of the 
infield,” commented the Tigers Head 
Coach. 

The starting catcher is senior Austin 
Bogart who is playing her third year of 
varsity softball. Bogart also had off-season 

surgery. “I feel confident. I feel if we work 
hard enough we can be the team that we 
know we can be this season,” said Bogart.

And of course, Bogart will be the 
battery-mate of the Tigers ace senior 
pitcher Danielle Sputo. “Danielle looks 
really good, she is working really hard and 
her hard work is showing,” mentioned 
Bogart.

Sputo had a good outing against 
Eastchester while pitching a complete 
game, with five hits, one run and only one 
walk. The Tigers lack of offense gave her 
the loss but she faired well on the mound. 
“My pitches worked really well in the 
game. I was throwing a lot of screwballs, 
drop-balls and curveballs. I felt good 
today,” disclosed the Tigers ace pitcher.

The Lady Tigers also have a player in 
centerfield who bats third in the lineup 
who must produce offensively if they are 
to have a winning 2014 season. If junior 
Sarah Carrier swings the big bat the Tigers 
are expecting this season, it will surely be 
meaningful to their success in 2014.

The Tigers Softball Team’s next home 
game is against Mt. Vernon High School, 
on Friday, April 11, at 4:30 p.m.

Harrison Baseball Team Picks Up First Win of Season, Tops Keio, 7-5

WHITE PL AINS EX AMINER SPORTS

White Plains Tigers Lose Softball Home Opener to Eastchester

ALBErT CoquErAN PhoToS

The 2014 Tigers Softball Team will be led by seniors, Briana Chapman at shortstop, pitcher Danielle 
Sputo and catcher Austin Bogart.

Tigers freshman Juliet Lodes was brought up 
from the junior varsity to handle the first base 
position. Lodes impressed head Coach Ted 
o’Donnell with her aggressiveness on the field 
and at the plate.

Tigers Softball head Coach Ted o’Donnell (third 
right) and pitcher Danielle Sputo (second right) 
listen to the umpire’s instructions before the first 
pitch of  their home opener against Eastchester 
high School, on Thursday, April 3. The Tigers 
loss their 2014 home opener, 1-0, to the Eagles.
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WHITE PL AINS EX AMINER SPORTS

By Skip Pearlman
The Harrison High boys lacrosse 

team knew there would be growing 
pains, and those were evident in a 15-5 
loss to Somers on Saturday, and an 11-9 
setback vs. Clarkstown South the prior 
Wednesday.

Saturday at Harrison (2-2), Somers 
came out with a strong first half and 
built a 10-2 lead by halftime. The Tuskers 
improved to 3-1 with the win.

“Our inexperience at key positions 
hurt us,” said Huskies coach Jay 
Rabinowitz. “And we were missing three 
starters (faceoff man Jake Kirshner, 
senior defender Jordan Russo and senior 
defender Jordan Ruff), and that’s affecting 
us against the better teams.”

Harrison got three goals and one assist 
from Jake Marino, Charlie Van Tongeren 
and Kyle Davidoff each had a goal, and 
Matt LcLaughlin dished out an assist.

Steven Forest had 14 saves in net for 
Harrison.

“JJ Tenner, our long stick middie, 
played well at both ends of the field, he 
moved the ball well,” Rabinowitz said. 
“And Jake had three nice goals, all upper 

corner shots, and played well.”
The Huskies started strong, and stayed 

close to South Wednesday on the road, 
but the Vikings (3-1) managed to stay 
two goals ahead for most of the game. 

“It was close all the way,” Rabinowitz 
said. “We had 20 shots in the first quarter, 
but early on we couldn’t hit the net. 
Then we were chasing them the rest of 
the game. We missed Matt Allegretti at 
midfield, and we’re showing some early 
growing pains. But we’ll get better.”

Marino delivered four goals and two 
assists, McLaughlin added a goal and 
one assist, Charlie Van Tongeren had two 
goals, and Jake Davidoff and Owen Van 
Tongeren each had a goal.

Forest had 11 saves for Harrison.
“Marino is unselfish and he takes care 

of the ball,” the coach said. “He finds 
ways to score and dish the ball off. Sal 
Lomedico had a nice game for us, and 
Jake Davidoff played well at both ends of 
the field – he scored and he played good 
defense.”

The Huskies were set to host Rye 
Tuesday at 4:30 p.m., and Arlington 
Thursday at 5 p.m.

SKiP PEArLMAN PhoTo

  ALBErT CoquErAN PhoTo   ALBErT CoquErAN PhoTo

Harrison Boys Lacrosse Team Falls to Somers, Clarkstown South

harrison’s Jake Marino had four goals and two assists in an 11-9 loss to Clarkstown South last week.

WPHS Graduate Sean Kilpatrick 
Selected as First Team All American

WPHS Shannon Lynch 
Scores 100th Career Point

WPHS Shannon Lynch 
Scores 100th Career Point

Things are looking up for former White Plains high School basketball star Sean Kilpatrick. he was 
selected as a 2014 First Team Division 1 College Basketball All-American by the Associated Press. 
Kilpatrick, a senior at the university of  Cincinnati was the leading scorer for the Bearcats this 
season, while averaging 20.7 points, 4-4 rebounds and 2.6 assists per game.
Kilpatrick, a 2008 graduate of  White Plains high School played three years of  varsity basketball 
under Tigers head Coach Spencer Mayfield. he led the Bearcats to the regular season American 
Athletic Conference Championship this season and was also selected First Team All-American 
Athletic Conference for his efforts. The Bearcats shared the regular season AAC Title with the 
university of  Louisville. Kilpatrick is the first local player to be named a First Team All-American since 
Peekskill’s Elton Brand in 1999. Kilpatrick’s name will forever be linked to the legendary oscar “The 
Big o” robertson, while joining the hall of  Famer, as the only players to score 2000 career-points 
for the university of  Cincinnati.  

White Plains high School Lacrosse player Shannon Lynch scored her 100th career-point in a home 
game last week.

ALBErT CoquErAN PhoTo

ALBErT CoquErAN PhoTo
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By Albert Coqueran
The New York Knicks have started 

their initiative to make the new Knicks 
Developmental Team a success at the 
Westchester County Center. The Knicks 
D-League team has also begun fulfilling 
their promise to be an intricate part of 
the community of White Plains and 
Westchester County. 

On Tuesday, April 1, the Knicks 
Developmental Team held a free Career 
Fair at the Westchester County Center 
and interviewed over 300 applicants for 
consideration to fill positions, including 
full-time marketing, sales, game 
presentation, and marketing partnerships 
for the Knicks D-League franchise.

Also, while partnering with Westchester 
County, there were part-time positions 
available with the Westchester County 
Center at the Career Fair.

“We are extremely excited and I am not 
surprised to see the crowd that attended,” 
stated Kathleen O’Connor, Commissioner 
Westchester County Parks, Recreation 
and Conservation. “MSG and the Knicks 
are fabulous organizations to be affiliated 
with and this is a great place to work and 
to work out of the Westchester County 
Center in White Plains is also a plus,” said 
O’Connor.

Bill Boyce, Vice President of Sales 
and Business Operations for the Knicks 
Developmental Team was on hand taking 
a personal interest in applicants. Boyce 
joined The Madison Square Garden 
Company this year, after four years as 
the President of NBA D-League Texas 
Legends, which is an affiliate of the Dallas 
Mavericks.

Boyce spoke personally with many 

applicants during the Career Fair and took 
a hands-on approach to hiring the best 
possible people to make the Knicks-D-
League Team a success at the Westchester 
County Center. 

“This is draft day for us and the people 
in this room are the draft pool. We can 
only be as successful as the people that 
we have working on the team. This is 
probably the most important day that we 
will have in the history of this franchise,” 
stated Boyce.

Applicants traveled from all over 
to participate in the event. Potential 

employees lined up at different tables 
of interest and Knicks D-League and 
Westchester Parks representatives 
reviewed their applications. Subsequent to 
their initial interview, certain applicants 
were called back that same afternoon for 
a second interview. 

Gus Raynor, a 57 years old native of 
White Plains, is a senior custodian for the 
White Plains City School District. Raynor 
took his lunch early to attend the Career 
Fair, while seeking part-time employment 
as an usher or security personnel.  

“The application was online and I came 
here looking for part-time positions. I 
think the Knicks-D-League coming to 
White Plains is a very good opportunity 
for fans, employment and for Westchester 
County to again be in the limelight,” 
commented Raynor. 

Lady Johanna Renza traveled form 
Los Angeles, California, while seeking 
employment with the Knicks D-League. 
“A friend of mine e-mailed me about the 
event. In this industry it is important 
to let people know who you are in 
person as opposed to just a resume or 
online application,” stressed Renza, who 
previously worked with the Los Angeles 
Clippers.

This is a tremendous success anytime 
you have several hundred people show up 
for a job fair. That is a great sign and we 
want to help as many of them as we can,” 
said Boyce. “Also, the jobs help drive the 
local economy, so to put people to work 
is a good thing for all of us,” Boyce added.

The NBA NY Knicks Developmental 
Team will play 24 home games at the 
Westchester County Center November 
2014 through April 2015, with the 
potential for six playoff games in April.

Fans can log onto NYKnicksDLeague.
com to place a $100 deposit on season 
tickets. Individual and season tickets start 
at $12. There will be an Open House this 
month at the Westchester County Center 
for season ticket holders to select their 
seats.

The name of the new Knicks 
Developmental Team remained the 
responsibility of the fans through online 
voting and is yet to be determined. “We got 
tremendous input from the community 
here and all that input is being taken into 
consideration. We should have a name in 
the near future,” said Boyce. 

From this local sportswriter and 
photographer, my suggestion is “The 
Knicks Promise.” 
Tarrytown Resident Honored with 
Sweetwater Clifton “City Spirit Award”

While the New York Knicks fight for the 
eighth and final playoff berth in the NBA 
Eastern Division, the Knicks organization 
honored a Tarrytown resident, who fights 
to make a significant positive difference in 
the lives of children with autism. 

Virginia Campbell, a Westlake Special 
Education Teacher from Tarrytown was 
the recipient of the Knicks Sweetwater 
Clifton “City Spirit” Award for the month 
of April.

The Sweetwater Clifton Award is named 
in honor of Nate “Sweetwater” Clifton, the 
first Afro-American player on the Knicks. 
Each month members of the Knicks front 
office select a winner of the “City Spirit” 
Award to be honored during a game and 
presented a $2,000 check, which is donated 
to the recipient’s preferred charity.  

On Wednesday, April 2, Campbell 
was honored at center court during the 
Knicks versus Brooklyn Nets game, on 
Autism Awareness Night at MSG. She 
was presented a donation for $2,000, from 
Knicks legend John Starks. 

Campbell will donate her award to 
Northeast Westchester Special Recreation, 
a community based therapeutic recreation 
agency serving children and adults with 
developmental disabilities.

Campbell has a history of over 18 
years striving to develop children with 
autism both academically and socially. 
The Tarrytown resident began working 
as a volunteer with autistic individuals at 
special needs camps at the young age of 
12 years old.

To date, Campbell has worked with 
over 100 students, ages 18 months to 18 
years old with organizations including, 
the Mount Pleasant Central School 
District and Northeast Westchester 
Special Recreation and Autism Speaks. 
Campbell also started and taught the first 
Communications Development Class at 
Westlake Middle School and developed 
the first special education program 
for autistic students at the Columbus 
Elementary School, in Thornwood.  

ALBErT CoquErAN PhoToS

WHITE PL AINS EX AMINER SPORTS
The Knicks D-League Team Host Career Fair at Westchester County Center

it does not hurt to display your fan affiliation; as Jonathan Brown from Brooklyn, wearing his Knicks cap, 
has his application reviewed at the Knicks D-League Career Fair at the Westchester County Center, on 
Tuesday, April 1.

Bill Boyce, the V.P. Sales and Business operations for the NY Knicks NBA Developmental Team joined 
Kathleen o’Connor, Commissioner of  Westchester County Parks, recreation & Conservation to host a 
Knicks D-League Career Fair, at the Westchester County Center, on Tuesday, April 1.
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WHITE PL AINS EX AMINER SPORTS

By Jon Craig
Lifetime Fitness Center, 

which opened two months 
ago in Harrison, offers this 
slogan: “I can do it all in 
my lifetime.” The center’s 
latest celebrity visitor, Nick 
Bollettieri, has done it all, 
and more. At 82 years old, 
the Pelham native is still 
going strong, playing golf 
and tennis daily, managing 
IMG Academy in Florida, 
raising two adopted sons 
and most recently stopping 
in Westchester for a book-
s i g n i n g / m o t i v a t i o n a l 
speaking tour. Bollettieri 
spent Wednesday morning 
offering tennis advice to 
about 60 women and the 
afternoon advising fitness 
instructors who coach about 
70 young children.

The sports genius’ latest 
book, “Bollettieri: Changing 
the Game,” discusses his 10 
world championships, nine 
lives, eight wives, seven 
children and many successes and failures 
in between. In addition to detailing his 
personal life, the biography explains how 
Bollettieri professionally changed the way 
tennis is taught and played.

“Be serious, but enjoy what you’re 
doing,” Bollettieri told a pair of teenage 
players in Harrison after sitting down and 
sharing 10 minutes worth of tips last week.

Bollettieri told the boys as they climb 
up the ladder of life, they might find 
themselves slipping back a step or two. 

“Failure is a part of learning. When you 
fall down, you get up. If you moan and 
groan about it, you won’t make it on my 
team. Never make excuses.”

Then Bollettieri quoted another 
coaching legend, Vince Lombardi, who 
once said, “The Green Bay Packers never 
lost a football game. They just ran out of 
time.”

Bollettieri added that a player’s parents 
and coach must work together.

“That’s $900 for that lesson,” Bollettieri 
joked about his priceless words of wisdom.

What began as a small tennis academy 
in the Florida Keys about 35 years ago 
exploded into IMG Academy, a 500-acre 
complex in Bradenton, Florida, that trains 
world-class athletes in nine sports.

In July, Bollettieri will be inducted into 
the International Tennis Hall of Fame 
in Newport, Rhode Island. He will join 
235 members representing more than 20 
countries in the Hall of Fame that was 
established in 1954. During his lifetime, 
Bollettieri became the best-known tennis 
coach in the world, mentoring hundreds of 

pros including 10 players ranked 
No. 1 in the world, and honing 
the skills of countless others 
who play tennis at various skill 
levels. The top world-class stars 
included: Andre Agassi, Boris 
Becker, Jim Courier, Martina 
Hingis, Jelena Jankovic, Marcelo 
Rios, Monica Seles, Maria 
Sharapova and Serena and 
Venus Williams. The Williams 
sisters have a longstanding 
relationship with Bollettieri, 
having visited the academy for 
years; they often prep for the 
Grand Slams there. Mary Pierce 
and Anna Kournikova also have 
trained at IMG Academy.

Bollettieri built the first live-
in tennis facility in the world, 
beginning with 40 acres and 
eventually expanding to 500 
acres and a residential academy 
and camps specializing in 
baseball, basketball, golf, 
football, lacrosse, soccer, tennis, 
track and country. In 2004, 
Bollettieri and his wife, Cindi, 

founded Camp Kaizen, 
a nonprofit health and 
fitness summer camp in 
Vermont for overweight 
girls.

Bollettieri was 
captain of his Pelham 
Memorial High School 
football team when his 
uncle convinced him 
to try his hand at what 
he considered a “sissy 
sport,” namely tennis. 
But he caught the bug for 
that sissy sport, playing 
at Spring Hill College in 
Mobile, Alabama, before 
enlisting as a paratrooper 
for the U.S. Army’s 187th 
Airborne Regimental 
Combat Team toward 
the end of the Korean 
War. Bollettieri dropped 
out of law school at the 
University of Miami after 
four months and became 

a tennis instructor, 
making just $3 an hour in 
North Miami Beach.

Bollettieri credits his grandmother, who 
lived with his immigrant parents in their 
North Pelham home, with encouraging 
him to be persistent, determined and 
driven by “doing things people said I 
could not do.”

That is a message he shares during 
motivational speeches at places like 
Lifetime Fitness and college campuses. In 
2011, former Admiral Michael Mullen, 
then-chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
chose Bollettieri to give a dozen holiday 
speeches in Iraq and Afghanistan. On his 
80th birthday, he skydived at West Point 
and went to Ethiopia to adopt his second 
son. 

More details about his book and academy 
can be found at www.bollettierithebook.
com and www.imgacademy.com.

JoN CrAiG PhoToS

Lifetime Fitness Center a Fitting Venue for Lifelong Tennis Pioneer Bollettieri

Josh Williams, 12, of  rye Neck taking pointers from tennis expert Nick Bollettieri at Lifetime Fitness in harrison last week.

Tennis trainers at Lifetime Fitness give children ages 4 and 5 tips on having fun.
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