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Complete Design and Installation Services

By Jon Craig
For anyone keeping score, three 

partners of Game On 365 spoke out for 
a new sports bubble along Dobbs Ferry 
Road during a Feb. 26 Town Board 
meeting. 

But two dozen vocal Greenburgh 
residents came out against rezoning 
their neighborhood to allow for the 
recreational facility. It was the second 
straight meeting that the idea drew 
opposition, and prompted the Town 
Board, by a 3-2 vote, to postpone any 
action for at least two weeks.

Only one town resident, a lawyer from 
Elmsford, said he favored the eight-story 
structure, where he said his nephews 
could play sports inside during the 
winter months. “I think there is a need 
for this,” Jared Kahn said. “I think the 
project should be expedited.”

Afterward, Supervisor Paul Feiner 
said, “We’re going to review some of 
the concerns people have and may 
look at downsizing. There’s some 

misinformation. I’m going to try to meet 
with some of the people who spoke out 
and calm them down. I have to be careful 
in giving everybody a fair chance.” 

Although a public referendum in 
November 2012 OK’d development of 
a similar sports complex on adjoining 
property once used by Frank’s Nursery, 
at 715 Dobbs Ferry Road, developers 
continued to encounter opposition at 
that site.

The town continues to try to sell 
Frank’s property, with some potential 
bids coming in above $3.5 million. 
Town Councilman Francis Sheehan 
said the town should focus on selling 
that property before deciding whether 
to approve a zoning overlay that helps 
Game On 365 on the adjoining property 
at 701 Dobbs Ferry Road.

“I think this is premature,” Sheehan 
said. “We do not have to move this 
forward.”

The proposed Game On 365 Sports Bubble again faces strong opposition from neighbors owning 
property near the former Franks Nursery and Westchester Golf  Range on Dobbs Ferry Road in 
Greenburgh at a public hearing on a proposed recreational zone overlay at the Town Board meeting 
February 26..
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Greenburgh Postpones Vote on Westchester Field House, Again

By Jon Craig
When it comes to bowling and 

debating, the Harrison Huskies knock 
their opponents down regularly, 
statewide.

Harrison High School junior Michael 
DeRenzis was the top Section 1 bowler 
on Sunday at the New York State Bowling 
Championships in Babylon. 

DeRenzis was among six bowlers from 
Section 1 to compete at States and the 
first two-handed bowler ever to advance 
to States from this region. His top score 
at the State tournament was 237. 

With a season average bowling score 

of 216, DeRenzis helped Harrison clinch 
its third League Championship title. He 
was awarded bowling’s “triple crown,” 
for carding the highest average, highest 
game – a perfect 300 score – and highest 
series this season. 

Huskies Girls Bowling team member 
Zoe Rheingold also had the highest 
average score in the League this season.

Meanwhile, the Harrison Debate 
Team captured its 10th and 11th 
Championships this season, winning 
the novice Lincoln-Douglas division 
of the Horace Mann tournament and 

Harrison Students Rule: 
Knocking Down Pins and Pinning Down Debates 

continued on page 6

By Pat Casey
Saturday morning at Eastview Middle 

School in White Plains light breakfast 
was served and women of all ages 
from elementary school students to 
grandmothers gathered to hear about the 
new White Plains G.I.R.L.S. Academy, a 
collaboration between the White Plains 
Youth Bureau and the White Plains 
School District.

Twenty-five White Plains girls in 
grades 4 to 6 were chosen to participate 
in the program, which meets every 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The focus 
is Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math (STEM) and the purpose is to 

involve girls “of color” to become involved 
more deeply in academic pursuits.

“We want girls to see science as an 
opportunity rather than as a challenge,” 
said Raymond Tribble, director of the 
girl’s program as well as director of the 
existing boy’s academy.

There was talk about the increasing 
number of women leading Fortune 500 
companies.

“Do you know what GM is?” asked 
School Superintendent Timothy Connors. 
“It is General Motors, a car company, and 
a woman heads it up,” he said.

“When you look in the mirror every 

White Plains G.I.R.L.S. Academy 
Opens at Eastview Middle School

continued on page 2

continued on page 2
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Greenburgh Postpones Vote on Westchester Field House, Again
continued from page 1

Sheehan said if someone wants to 
develop an assisted living facility at 
Frank’s, they might not want ball fields 
and a sports bubble next door. 

“At some point we are going to sell the 
Frank’s Nursery,’’ Feiner said. “I really 
think that an assisted living facility in the 
Dobbs Ferry corridor would make some 
sense and could generate for the town 
some revenue at Frank’s.”

The Town Board has been asked to 
consider rezoning property at 701 Dobbs 
Ferry Road, owned by the Westchester 
Golf Range, also known as Family Golf. 
The “overlay zone” would allow for 
new development as a Field House for 
year-round recreation including soccer, 
lacrosse, football, baseball and field 
hockey. The plan includes 80,000 square 
feet of turf and 14,000 square feet of hard 

court playing area for volleyball and 
basketball. A walking track would circle 
the entire field. 

Game On 365 LLC has said it could 
additionally utilize the Frank’s Nursery 
property for field sports.

Wednesday, three partners of Game 
On 365 tried to allay neighbors fears 
that they would harm their property 
values, or that an 80-foot dome could 
cause anyone harm. They said the earlier 
referendum showed strong town support 
for a recreational facility. Managing 
Partner Vito Galasso said there are no 
plans to “flip the property” for a profit. 
“The founders of Game On are all from 
Tarrytown,” he said. 

At the Jan. 28 Greenburgh Town 
Board work session, members of the 
Town Board heard from Game On 365 

regarding a petition that seeks a zone 
change to create a recreation open 
space overlay district in the Town that 
would allow a sports facility to be built 
at the driving range. Game On 365 has 
an option to purchase the driving range 
property owned by Family Golf.  The golf 
range would continue to stay in business. 

The sports facility would be built on 
vacant land near the golf range. The 
proposed site development that would 
result from the petition is very similar to 
the proposal the company submitted for 
the Frank’s Nursery property.   

Neighbors came out strongly against 
the recreational project again last week. 
Linda Lee of 4 Country Club Drive said, 
“I love sitting out in my backyard and I 
don’t want to see a dome when I come 
home. It’s a peaceful place and I just hope 

you keep it that way.” 
Rose Venuti presented a petition from 

25 residents of Westchester View Lane 
against the “spot zoning. The majority 
of people don’t want it,’’ she said. “I don’t 
want to see a bubble.”

Game On 365 started out as a group of 
soccer parents, mostly from Tarrytown, 
who wanted a place for their kids to play 
during the winter. Teaming up with a 
partner who runs two similar complexes 
in New Jersey, they initially sought to 
lease Frank’s Nursery property for 15 
years.

Matt Kennedy, another Game On 
partner, said his company has tried 
unsuccessfully to lease and buy Frank’s 
property. “We’re looking forward to a 
fair and open hearing. We’re interested in 
what you have to say.”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?

White Plains G.I.R.L.S. Academy Opens at Eastview Middle School
continued from page 1

day, I want you to know you are beautiful, 
that you are special,” Connors told a rapt 
audience. “You can be anything you want 
to be. You need to dream and you need to 
have an education. You need to get your 
high school diploma and you need to have 
a plan to reach your dreams,” Connors 
continued.

Students in the STEM program are 
encouraged to take advanced placement 
(AP) classes in high school and think 
through to college.

There were several women with 
doctorates in the room the young girls 
could relate to and they were encouraged 
to do the work it takes to progress 
successfully throughout their academic 
careers to ultimately gain that doctorate.

Guest speaker Dr. Pauline Mosley a 
professor of Information Technology and 
Computer Science, told the girls that they 
have to discover what they are good at. 

“Do this early on,” Mosley said. “You 
need to know what your strengths 
are so you can make a difference,” she 
emphasized.

“Don’t be swayed by what is popular 
and trendy,” Mosley further advised.

Statistics show that by Middle School 
most girls lose interest in math and 
science.

“Dispel the myth that boys are better 
and that boys dominate in the science 
field,” Mosley continued. “Innovators are 
not swayed.”

Krista Andrade, a student at the 
academy, spoke about her initial fears 
when entering the program a few months 
back and how she now realizes she has 
developed leadership skills.

Liza Tuck, the academy’s program 
coordinator talked about the important 
role parents play in their children’s 
development. “You are the root and the 
rock,” Tuck said.

Tuck also noted that uniforms would 
be supplied for students attending the 
program – special polo shirts and skirts. 

Paul Giordano, a PGA member, and 
program director for The First Tee, spoke 

about the benefits of golf for training in 
life skills.

The First Tee program is also offered 
to students as a way to advance their 
ability to interact socially, a skill Giordano 
said helps people advance in the field of 
business.

Twenty-five girls from grades 4 to 6 have been selected to take part in the White Plains G.I.R.L.S. 
Academy, a Saturday program focusing on STEM studies.

Krista Andrade addresses parents, teachers 
and students at the G.I.R.L.S. Academy breakfast 
on Saturday. Program Coordinator, Liza Tuck is 
pictured standing to the right.

SMALL NEWS  IS BIG NEWS
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By Pat Casey
The Westchester Children’s Association 

(WCA) with the Child Care Council of 
Westchester hosted a meeting Friday 
morning at the Greenburgh Public 
Library that invited local school children 
to ask questions of their state and county 
government representatives.

Opening the meeting, with an audience 
that packed the house, the WCA presented 
new statistics in a report titled: 2014, 
Children by the Numbers.

Claiming that data drives advocacy, 
WCA representatives used numbers to 
show legislators where they might be able 
to make a difference in enhancing the lives 
of youth in the county. 

One staggering statistic said that less 
than half of Westchester County students 
are prepared for college when they leave 
high school.

Of the 225,231 children under the age 
of 18 living in the county, 68 percent are 
in households raised by a married couple 
with a median income of $140K; 6 percent 
are raised by a single father earning a 
median income of $60K; and 26 percent 
are raised by single mothers earning a 
median income of $37K, the report said.

The federal poverty level for a family of 
four is at or below $23,550. The estimated 
income needed to live in Westchester is 
$63,200.

The statistics further indicate that 76 
percent of poor children live in single 
parent families and that single parent 
families make up 30 percent of all 
Westchester families with children under 
the age of 18.

Childhood poverty was linked to many 
undesirable outcomes including reduced 
academic attainment, higher rates of 
non-marital childbearing, and a greater 
likelihood of health problems.

Students asking questions ranged 
in age from 8 to 21and represented 
Ossining, White Plains, New Rochelle, 
Mount Vernon and Elmsford. They 
wanted to know what could be done 
about bullying, standardized testing, 
increasing employment programs for 
youth, improving the health quality of 

cafeteria foods, gun control, and how 
students could become more engaged in 
the political process.

County Legislator Michael Smith 
(R-Greenburgh) was the first to respond, 
saying advocacy helps government 
officials to know what is important to 
their constituents. “You need to know that 
those officials you elect will help you,” he 
said.

Chairman of the County Board of 
Legislators Michael Kaplowitz (D-Somers) 
explained that legislators need to look 
at the big picture. “In this economy we 
need to be vetting programs,” Kaplowitz 
explained.

Regarding the Common Core 
Curriculum and standardized testing, 
Assemblywoman Sandra Galef 
(D-Ossining) said she was supportive 
of Common Core because it strives to 
provide equity. Noting that students in the 
more wealthy districts would continue to 
do well no matter what, Galef said: “We 
have to be willing to do more sharing 
across municipalities.” 

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin 
(D-Scarsdale) agreed with Galef that 
the standards of Common Core are 
excellent, but the testing is onerous and 

poorly designed. Paulin referred to the 
“ridiculousness” of the existing tests. “The 
tests are not a reflection of the Common 
Core goals and the New York State Regents 
has not been responsive to criticism,” she 
said.

County Legislator Ben Boykin (D-White 
Plains) addressed nutrition programs in 
schools, referring to Michelle Obama’s five 
years of advocacy for nutritional labeling 
and access to healthy food in schools.

Legislator Catherine Borgia 

(D-Ossining) quoted recent studies 
that showed students who had not 
eaten breakfast prior to taking a test 
had performed poorly, yet their ratings 
improved dramatically when they had the 
meal. This is what initiated the breakfast 
programs in schools, she said.

Borgia further noted that to encourage 
companies like Whole Foods to become 
involved with school nutrition programs, 
residents had to advocate and let the 
company know they were interested 
in purchasing their products. “This 
will encourage them to come into your 
neighborhood,” Borgia said.

Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
(D-Yonkers) said New York State tried 
to be a leader in gun control  by passing 
the SAFE Act. “We don’t want to take the 
guns out of people’s hands,” Cousins said. 
“We want to ensure their safe use. There is 
much more to be done.”

Before the meeting ended, attendees 
asked the county legislators to take 
another look at the child care contribution 
made by low-income parents. 

Child care costs can be as much as $200 
to $350 per week per child one attendee 
said. “Paying 27 percent of that amount 
can be too much for some families.”

The importance of quality daycare for 
social and emotional growth between birth 
and age 3 and for cognitive development 
between age 3 and 6 were also stressed.

Local Youth Engage Legislators at Greenburgh Town Hall Style Meeting

State and county legislators were asked questions by youth from local communities about how they 
could advocate for better youth services and education at a recent town hall style breakfast meeting 
at the Greenburgh Public Library.

2 Maple Avenue
White Plains, NY 10601

914-949-0566

72 East Main Street
Elmsford, NY 10523
914-592-6300

Award Winning Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services is the 5th 
time recipient of the prestigious Pursuit of Excellence Award for outstanding 

funeral and community service given by the National Funeral Directors 
Association. Since 2009, we have held this honorable title. Out of the 
country’s 22,000 funeral homes, less than 100 have won this award. 

At Ballard-Durand, this award motivates us to constantly improve and find 
new ways to better serve the people of Westchester County, year after year. 

Standing L to R: Matthew Fiorillo, Roy Watkins, Stephen Mentovay
Seated L to R: Jenna Triano, Marisol Fuentes
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Media Reports Say Astorino Will 
Confirm Run for Governor this Week

Fairview Fire Department Chief  Position Remains a Contentious Debate

News 12 Westchester reported Sunday 
that sources close to Westchester County 
Executive Robert Astorino told them 
he plans to officially announce his run 
for governor this week, possibly by 
Wednesday.

The News 12 report further stated that 
sources said at the start of the weekend, 
he informed his staff and close advisors 
that he will be running on the Republican 
ticket to take on Democratic Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo.

The report further said that reaction 

in the county was mixed with some 
constituents saying Astorino would make 
a good governor and others upset that he 
decided to run for governor at the same 
time he won the race for Westchester 
County Executive against Democrat and 
New Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson.

Statements from Astorino’s campaign 
committee have said his intentions for 
seeking to run for Governor were part of 
his job as County Executive, which has 
focused on bringing tax relief to county 
residents.

By Jon Craig
The Fairview Fire Department planned 

to take another crack at promoting one 
of its deputy fire chiefs during a meeting 
rescheduled for Tuesday March 4. An 
earlier vote was postponed last month due 
to snow.

Michael Cotter, one of five fire 
commissioners, said he’s opposed to 
the rotation of chiefs, saying it will cost 
an estimated $160,000 annually and 
raise everyone’s taxes in the Town of 
Greenburgh fire district.

The 7:30 p.m. meeting is at the Fairview 
Fire House, 19 Rosemont Blvd., just off 
Tarrytown Road, and begins with public 
comments.

“We need to get this settled so I hope we 
do vote or decide we don't have the money 
this year,’’ Cotter said. “If nothing else, the 
attention will require the board/Chief to 
better explain the need for the position 
and give a more detailed plan.”

Fairview Fire Chief Anthony LoGuidice 
said the promotion has been blown 
out of proportion. “That whole thing is 
misinformation,” he said. “We had the job 
four years ago. I held that job.”

Fire commissioners informally 
approved creation of the new job titled 
“executive deputy chief ” in December by 
a 4-1 vote. Two of four deputy fire chiefs 
can be promoted through the civil service 
process.

There are only two captains who 

currently qualify for a promotion, 
including Erik Simmons. His mother, 
Vikki, chair the five-member board of 
fire commissioners. The family ties have 
helped fuel concerns about the promotion. 
Cotter thinks the promotion is “really 
not needed because at least three fire 
commissioners and the fire chief agreed 
that at least two of the current deputies 
are acceptable and more than qualified.”

Mrs. Simmons has supported the 
promotion, saying it requires another 
deputy chief to be appointed to replace 
whoever is serving as the “chief-in-
waiting” in order to maintain the 
department’s current rotation. 

Milt Hoffman, a fire district resident 
and opponent of the change, said, “In 
reality, she wants to put her own son 
in someday as chief, and is laying the 
groundwork.”

The executive deputy chief would make 
the deputy chief ’s base salary of $134,146 
and receive a stipend. He would not be 
eligible for overtime like other deputy 
chiefs.

Hoffman said he objects to filling the 
position, calling it unnecessary. Fairview 
is one of the five costliest fire districts 
among 800 in the state, he added.

But Chief LoGuidice called the deputy 
chief position “nothing out of the 
ordinary. We’ve been talking about this 
for three months,” LoGuidice said. “I told 

the commissioners I’m likely to retire 
within the next three years.”

Cotter argued the hiring should have 
been included in the fire district’s annual 
budget and may push spending over the 
state tax cap. “I am dead against it,” he 
said.

The Fairview Fire District is 
independent of the Town of Greenburgh, 
which also collects property taxes for 
municipal services. The fire district tax 
bill is included with the town tax bill since 
the town is the collection agent. 

Greenburgh Supervisor Paul Feiner 
shares some of Cotter’s concerns. “The 

position never existed. I doubt that it is 
needed,” he has said. 

Fairview, with an annual budget of 
$12.5 million, is the largest of three fire 
districts that protect the unincorporated 
parts of Greenburgh. It covers 5.5 square 
miles from Valhalla to the north, the 
city of White Plains and a Metro North 
railroad yard to the east and the Hartsdale 
Fire District to the south. The Villages of 
Ardsley and Elmsford border Fairview to 
the west. (The other fire districts within 
Greenburgh are Greenville and Hartsdale. 
They have budgets of $11 million and $8 
million, respectively.)

Ring Joins YMCA as Director of Fund 
Development and Communications

Anne Ring of Yorktown Heights, was 
recently appointed Director of Fund 
Development and Communications 
at the YMCA of Central & Northern 
Westchester in White Plains. Ring’s 
appointment comes after Cynthia 
Rubino, newly appointed CEO/
President of the YMCA of Central & 
Northern Westchester, announced 
plans for fundraising and future growth 
at the YMCA.   “I am honored to join 
the YMCA of Central & Northern 
Westchester team as Director of Fund 
Development and Communications. 
The YMCA is such a key resource 
in our community,” Ring said in a 
statement. “I look forward to using my 
skills to help the YMCA in its mission 
to better youth development, healthy 
living and social responsibility in 
Westchester.” In her new position, Ring 
will be responsible for developing and 
implementing fundraising initiatives 
and overall development strategy 
for the organization. She will also 
provide the vision and direction for 
the YMCA’s marketing and public 
relations communications initiatives, 
and will work with the CEO to develop 
a brand strategy and image campaign 
to advance the YMCA’s overall mission 
and fundraising goals. The YMCA of 

Central & Northern Westchester is a 
multi-faceted operation and is one of the 
largest providers of childcare services in 
the county with more than 500 children 
a day in afterschool programs serving 
seven school districts. YMCA branches 
provide day care, fitness and pool 
facilities, housing, summer camps, and 
fitness classes. Camp Combe located 
on 80 rustic acres in the Putnam Valley 
services over 550 children and teens 
each day during the summer months.
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HUD Denies Greenburgh’s Request for State Administration of CDBGs 
By Jon Craig

Greenburgh’s supervisor thinks 
his town is caught in the middle of a 
feud between the Westchester county 
executive and the federal government 
over Community Development Block 
Grants.

“I’m aggravated,” Supervisor Paul 
Feiner said. “We are losing revenue that 
we really need.”

The U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development recently turned 
down the Town of Greenburgh’s request 
that the state of New York, and not county, 
administer the federal block grants. 

“I am extremely disappointed that 
HUD will not provide the grants to 
any entity other than the county,” 
Feiner said.  “I think communities like 
Greenburgh are being penalized for 
a dispute that is taking place between 
County Executive Rob Astorino and the 
federal government – something that we 
have nothing to do with.”

In reponse, George Oros, Astorino’s 
chief-of-staff, said: “We believe the county 
is in full compliance with the settlement 

and HUD should release the funds.”
Oros pointed out that Westchester 

County also petitioned HUD to release 
federal money directly to communities, 
or at least have the state distribute the 
grants, so that the county/federal dispute 
did not hold up money for projects 
approved for local cities, towns and 
villages.”

The Town of Greenburgh is not 
among the local communities ordered 
by the federal government to build 
more housing. “We have been building 
affordable housing on our own –
voluntarily for many decades,” Feiner 
said. 

According to Feiner, Greenburgh 
is losing significant grants that were 
earmarked to help low-income 
neighborhoods.  These include sidewalks 
and other safety enhancements in north 
Elmsford where there was a pedestrian 
fatality in recent years, and street and 
landscaping enhancements along 
Manhattan Avenue, near Union Baptist 
Church.

In a recent letter to Feiner, Dominique 

M. McCoy, HUD’s general deputy 
assistant secretary for congressional and 
intergovernmental relations, wrote:  “Like 
you, HUD is anxious to gain resolution of 
outstanding issues regarding the County’s 
Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing 
Choice, so that the County may move 
forward with its HUD-funded housing, 
community development and homeless 
assistance programs.”

McCoy continued: “Regretfully, the 
County’s refusal thus far to come into 
compliance has meant that $7.4 million 
in FY 2011 funds for housing and 
community development  have already 
been reallocated or otherwise expired.”

“Additionally, HUD has been unable 
to approve funding for the County 
for FY 2012 and 2013 and these funds 
will also be subject to expiration or 
reallocation  without appropriate 
actions by the County to correct the 
noncompliance,” McCoy added. “Should 
the County resolve the issues, however, 
the Department  will be able to release 
available funds to the County.”

McCoy said that HUD has considered 

other alternatives, including whether 
HUD could grant the money to the State 
to administer within the County or to 
otherwise get money to serve intended 
beneficiaries within the County.  

“HUD was able to reallocate FY 2011 
Emergency Solutions Grant funds to the 
State to administer within the County,” 
McCoy wrote. “Unfortunately, for CDBG 
and HOME, statutory provisions prevent 
the Department from providing the grant 
to any entity other than the County to 
provide funds within the Urban County 
Consortium.  HUD must ensure that 
the County’s actions and documents 
comply with statutory and regulatory 
requirements as well as the terms of 
the Settlement Agreement  before it can 
approve its action plans.”

McCoy said for future grants, the 
Town of Greenburgh could qualify as 
an entitlement community and receive 
direct CDBG entitlement grants separate 
from the County once the current Urban 
County Cooperation  Agreement  period 
expires at the end of the County’s 2014 
program year on April 15, 2015.
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Assemblyman David Buchwald Announces Marriage to Lara Samet
State Assemblyman David Buchwald 

(D-White Plains)  was married to Lara 
Samet Saturday evening  March 1st at the 
Tarrytown House Estate in Tarrytown. 
Rabbi Alan Silverstein officiated.

Mrs. Buchwald, 30, is a litigation 
associate at the New York law firm Davis 
Polk & Wardwell. She graduated magna 
cum laude from Duke and received a 
law degree cum laude from New York 
University.

She is a daughter of Jeanne L. Samet 
and Joseph Samet of Montclair, New 
Jersey. 

Assemblyman Buchwald is White 
Plains resident. He served on the City’s 
Common Council for three years prior 
to his election to the State Assembly 
in 2012. He represents the towns of 
Bedford, Harrison, Lewisboro, Mt. Kisco, 
New Castle, North Castle, North Salem, 
and Pound Ridge and half of the City of 

White Plains. Assemblyman Buchwald 
is a graduate of Yale University, the John 
F. Kennedy School of Government, and 
Harvard Law School (cum laude). For 
the six years prior to serving in the State 
Assembly, he was an attorney in the 
tax department at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, 
Wharton & Garrison LLP.

He is the son of Naomi R. Buchwald 
and Don Buchwald of White Plains.

In a press statement circulated Monday 
afternoon, Buchwald said: “Lara and I are 
thrilled to be married, and we feel blessed 
to have shared this special occasion with 
the people we love. We are partners 
in every sense of the word, and Lara’s 
kindness and intelligence make me a 
better representative for the Westchester 
communities I serve.”

�B�E�N�J�A�M�I�N�	�S�C�H�A�F�F�E�R
�A�R�C�H�I�T�E�C�T

�H�I�G�H�	�Q�U�A�L�I�T�Y
�C�O�N�T�E�M�P�O�R�A�R�Y�	�D�E�S�I�G�N

�(�9�1�4�)�	�9�9�7�-�6�3�1�2

�E�-�m�a�i�l�:�	�B�e�n�j�a�m�i�n�.�s�c�h�a�f�f�e�r�7�5�0�@�g�m�a�i�l�.�c�o�m

Mr. and Mrs. David Buchwald were married on March 1, 2014.
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IS BIG NEWS
Harrison Students Rule:  Knocking Down Pins and Pinning Down 
Debates
continued from page 1

the Scarsdale High School’s regional 
tournament.  Freshman Adam Eljamal 
was the winner at both events.

In the varsity debate division, 
sophomore Ella Eisinger had a breakout 
success at Scarsdale and reached 

quarterfinals placed among the top eight 
and was named the tournament’s fourth 
best speaker.

The Harrison debate team also had 
seven “runner-up” finishes in the first 
half of the season.

Michael DeRenzis and Zoe Rheingold are high-scorers for harrison.

advertising@theexaminernews.com • www.theexaminernews.com • 914-864-0878

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Advertise With Us, It Works!

Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services:
“I’m glad I have chosen your newspaper for my advertising and I appreciate all that you have done to help me promote my 
business.  Advertising in Th e Examiner has been one of my better business decisions.  I’ve gotten more compliments and 
family inquiries from Th e Examiner story and ads I’ve run than any other newspaper, post cards or anything else I’ve ever 

done.  I’ve always felt that consistent advertising works and this is proof of that. Once again I thank you for the success 
from the ads I’ve placed in your newspaper.”  
Th e Academy of Our Lady of Good Counsel:

“Th e Examiner is our ‘go to’ paper for local news that is personal, positive and precise. It brings the community together 
and gives the Big White Plains City, a Small Town feel. Th e Examiner highlights student successes whether it be leader-

ship, academics, athletics, or service. Adults, students (and their grandparents) look for the Examiner on Tuesdays to see 
who made the news this week!! It is fun to check out what Stepinac and White Plains High School are up to. As a princi-

pal, it is a great way to see what’s going on in the city and in the City Hall.”
Glam Star Mobile Pet Grooming:

“Right off  the bat my fi rst ad brought in 13 new clients who were not aware of the service I provide.
I plan on advertising with the Examiner on a regular basis from now on. I’m very happy with the results.”
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WCA Adds New Companies into Program to Spur County Economy
By Janine Bowen

The Westchester County Association 
last week accepted five early-stage 
companies that have chosen to remain in 
the county into its Blueprint Accelerator 
Network.

The network is part of the Blueprint 
for Westchester, an initiative that was 
started in 2011 to revitalize Westchester’s 
economy and attract business owners to 
the area. Companies accepted into the 
network receive a year of free rent at a 
location within the county, as well as an 
additional year of half price rent. 

Businesses that are accepted into the 
program also have access to accounting 
and legal services, marketing and public 
relations outlets, and access to capital, 
all of which are donated by established 
local businesses. In return, all businesses 
accepted into the network must make a 
commitment to remain in Westchester 
County. 

“The Westchester County Association 
gets things done…and this is a testament 
in evidence to that,” said WCA Chairman 
Bill Harrington.

W@atercooler, one of five businesses 
accepted into the Blueprint Accelerator 
Network on Feb. 28, is a shared 
workspace for freelancers that is located 
in Tarrytown. Co-founder Jenifer Ross 
said that acceptance into the exclusive 
network will give her the head start 

needed to expand. 
“Most businesses that are starting up 

have to pay for that expansion to the 
next level…whereas with the accelerator 
program, with this year of free rent, you 
really have a great running ground to get 
your business up and running without 
the overhead…and then the support 
of all the legal and accounting services 
and PR really gives you an edge on other 

companies that you might not have had 
without the support,” Ross said. 

Although a relatively new initiative, the 
network has already had proven success. 
PlanGuru, a White Plains-based company 
that makes budgeting and forecasting 
software, was the first company to be 
accepted into the Blueprint Accelerator 
Network last year. Its customer base has 
expanded by 50 percent. In addition, the 

company has doubled its staff and plans 
to roll out new products later this year. 

“There’s no question; we would not 
be anywhere near where we are today 
without Blueprint Accelerator and it’s 
been a tremendous experience,” said 
PlanGuru CEO Christian Wielage. 

During the press conference, Marissa 
Brett, executive director of the Blueprint 
for Westchester, also announced the 
creation of a networking group for 
Blueprint companies, as well as other 
local startups and entrepreneurs. The 
initiative, called “Accelerate Westchester: 
Meetup. Startup,” will allow local business 
owners to share tips and challenges as 
well as attend forums. The first meeting 
of this new group will be on Apr. 2 at 
1133 Westchester Ave. 

“We really think that we’re building 
upon the history of the WCA and 
serving as an advocate for the business 
community so now it’s time for us to 
serve as an advocate and act as a voice for 
the entrepreneurial community as well,” 
Brett said.

The four other companies welcomed 
into the network last week were emerging 
digital healthcare company Mobile 
Health One; Nuvita, an employee wellness 
program; accounting firm Sternbach & 
Rose, CPA, PC; and Lola Granola, the 
organic granola bar company.

Owners of  the businesses accepted into the Westchester County Association’s Blueprint Accelerator 
Network gathered last Friday in White Plains.

JANINE BOWEN PhOTO
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Congratulations 
are in order for 
the Harrison 
High School 
Varsity Boys 
Basketball Team 
for a hard fought 
game, against 
Eastchester, at the 
County Center last 

week. Although the Huskies lost, in the 
Section 1, Class A Basketball Semifinal 
game, they have a lot to be proud of. The 
entire team and Coach Gary Chiarella 
should be commended on an extremely 
successful season.  

On a related note, I would like to 
highlight the accomplishments of two 
Varsity players. Matthew Stein was 
selected by Con Edison as Con Ed 
Athlete of the Week. Coby Lefkowitz won 
this year’s Court of Excellence Award, 
in the Section 1 game, and is one of 
only ten players to receive this award. 
Congratulations to both boys as they 

finish their high school basketball career. 
I would like to take this time to 

recognize Harrison resident, Annie 
Amato. Annie was recently appointed 
to the Breast Cancer Alliance Board of 
Directors. The Alliance is instrumental 
in raising funds to support breast cancer 
patients and survivors. Their mission is 
to raise awareness and work 
towards a cure. Annie has 
always contributed to our 
Town and schools, chairing 
several committees and 
serving as a past president 
of HAS PTA.  I’m happy to 
congratulate her on her appointment to 
this very worthwhile cause and wish her 
and her fellow Board members the best 
of luck. 

Recently, I have been alerted by 
Governor Cuomo’s office regarding 
the availability of email and text alert 
reminders for vehicle registration and 
inspection renewals. New York drivers 
can now be notified by DMV, via email 

or text message, that their registrations or 
inspections are soon to expire.  According 
to the Governor’s office, signing up for 
this convenience can be easily done 
online, by mail or in person and motorists 
can unsubscribe at any time. For more 
information on this customer service 
improvement, visit dmv.ny.gov 

Last week I attended 
a meeting, hosted by 
Westchester County, 
concerning the I-287 corridor 
and the Tappanzee Bridge 
replacement. There are issues 
that impact our municipality 

and I look forward to working with 
members of state and local taskforces as 
the project becomes a reality. 

On Sunday, March 2nd, I had the 
pleasure of attending the opening 
reception, in Town Hall, for Youth Art 
Month. This year, Harrison’s talented 
students have exhibited works of art 
that include an array of mediums. The 
selected works showcase ceramics, mixed 

media, paint, acrylic on board, graphite 
on paper, earthenware, and water colors 
to name a few. Students from our public 
school system, as well as from School of 
the Holy Child, are participating in this 
year’s exhibit and should be commended 
for their extraordinary achievements. 
This event would not be possible without 
the commitment of the Harrison Council 
for the Arts and the dedication of devoted 
teachers. The next time you visit Town 
Hall, please take some time to enjoy the 
beautiful exhibits placed in the foyer’s 
display case and hanging on the walls 
throughout the building. 

The next “Lunch with the Mayor” is 
on Friday, March 7th. I will be at Pizza 
2000 located at 339 Halstead Avenue in 
downtown Harrison. On Friday, March 
14th, I will be at Fuji Sushi located at 
216 Harrison Avenue. I will be at these 
locations from 12:30 to 1:30 and look 
forward to meeting with residents 
and talking about issues facing our 
community. 

From the Harrison Mayor and Town Hall, March 4, 2014

Ron Belmont, Supervisor/
Mayor of  harrison

Guest 
Column
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Kittrell Park, a neighborhood fun 
spot with pool, basketball court and 
playground in the Fisher Hill section of 
White Plains is set to receive $125,000 
in funding for upgrades from the State 
Municipal Facilities Funding Program.

The news came from 
Assemblywoman Amy Paulin’s office 
Monday afternoon.

The funds will be used to construct, 
among other things, a fully accessible 
youth playground and tot lot which 
will include rubberized safety surfaces, 
a chain-link fence enclosure, new 
benches, game tables, picnic tables 
and an outdoor gym. The playground 
was last updated in 1996. In addition, 
new shade structures will be built and 

landscaping will be updated as part of 
an overall facelift.

Renovations on the Kittrell Park 
pool, not related to this project, are 
also set to get underway in hopes of 
having the pool ready for the 2014 
swim season. 

White Plains Mayor Thomas Roach 
thanked Paulin for her strong support 

in obtaining the State funding that the 
city has been awarded. 

“The funding will have a significant 
impact on what we are able to do 
there and the park improvements 
will ultimately benefit not just the 
surrounding neighborhood, but all  
of the residents of White Plains,”  
Roach said.

White Plains Kittrell Park to Receive $125K for Play Ground Upgrades
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Police Blotter

Jean Pomares
Jean M. Pomares, 82, of White Plains, 

passed away February 27. She was born 
December 16, 1931 in Tuckahoe to the late 
Raffaele and Rita Marrone Salvatore. On 
December 5, 1953 Jean married Francis J. 
Pomares in Tuckahoe. For 20 years Jean 
worked as a sales associate at Macy’s in 
White Plains.

Besides her husband Francis, Jean is 
survived by her four daughters Sharon 
Pomares of White Plains, Joyce (Frank) 
Occhipinti of Sleepy Hollow, Jean Marie 
(Tim) Hiltz of White Plains and Lisa (Ian) 
Prauda of Hawthorne. Also surviving is a 
brother John Salvatore of West Harrison, 
two sisters Antoinette Giuliani of Dobbs 
Ferry and Mafalda Marinelli of White 
Plains, 10 grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren.

Funeral Mass Tuesday March 4th, 10 
a.m. at St. John the Evangelist Church. 

Interment Mt. Calvary Cemetery. In lieu 
of flowers, the family requests memorial 
donations in Jean’s name to: Rosary Hill 
Home, 600 Linda Ave, Hawthorne, NY 
10532.

Mary Bambara
Mary Gallo Bambara, a lifelong resident 

of White Plains, passed away after a short 
illness on February 26, at the age of 95. 
Mary was born on May 22, 1918 to the 
late Fortunato and Emanuela (Forte) 
Gallo. Mary was employed at the Bonwit 
Teller Department Store in White Plains. 
Mary is survived by her sisters Teresa, 
Elsie and Louise Gallo of White Plains 
and predeceased by her brothers Ralph 
and Joseph Gallo. 

Thomas De Lanoy
Thomas De Lanoy, 52, of White Plains, 

passed away February 24. Tommy was 

born April 16, 1961 to the late William J. 
and Joan De Lanoy. He was educated in the 
White Plains Schools and worked for the 
City of White Plains. Tommy was involved 
with the Boy Scouts, bowling leagues and 
was a softball throwing champion at the 
Special Olympics. Tommy is survived by 
his brother Michael (Geraldine) De Lanoy 
of Brewster, his sisters Carol Ann (James) 
Kane of Massachusetts and Mary Jo De 
Lanoy of New Hampshire, his sister-in-
law Marlene De Lanoy and many cousins, 
nieces and nephews. He was predeceased 
by his brother William J. (Bing) De Lanoy.

In lieu of flowers please send donations 
to the Special Olympics.

Casimir Rapala
Casimir A. Rapala, “Cass”, a White 

Plains resident, died February 24 at the 
age of 62. He was born July 5, 1951 in 
Poland to the late Wiktor and Stanislawa 

Kluz Rapala. 
He served in the U.S. Army in the early 

1970s and worked as a Cook at Nyack 
Hospital for five years and before that he 
worked at White Plains Hospital.

On August 28, 2005 he married Karen 
A. Smith in New York City.

Besides his wife Karen of White Plains, 
he is survived by his sons, Joshua Rapala 
and Mark Rapala of Dutchess County 
and Christopher Allen of Yonkers. Also 
surviving is his brother Joseph A. Rapala 
of Putnam Valley and sister Ann Rapala 
Costa of Ramsey, New Jersey.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
memorial donations to SRASMF- the 
Sergeant Richard A. Smith Memorial 
Foundation, 275 Rose Rd. West Nyack, 
NY 10994, or the Veterans Drug and 
Rehabilitation Charity of your choice.

Obituaries

Harrison Police Department

False Impersonation/Red Light:  A 
53-year-old man from 100 Milton Drive, 
Thornwood, was stopped Feb. 19 at 600 
Mamaroneck Avenue for running a red 
light. The driver initially gave his name as 
Mario M. Palacios. Asked for his driver’s 
license, the man told the Harrison police 
officer that he’d left his wallet at home. 
A check of the database showed no such 
name on file. The officer informed the 
driver that the name he’d provided was 
inaccurate and that he could be charged 
with false impersonation. The passenger 
in the car, who identified himself as Mark 
M. Finkbiner, told the officer that he was 
the son of Mr. Palacios, and that he went 
by his mother’s birth name. A database 
inquiry under the name Mario Finkbiner 
showed that his driver’s license had 
been revoked. Police arrested Finkbiner 
(formerly Mr. Palacios) on a charge of 
false impersonation and for running a 
red light. He was released on $250 bail.

Child Support/Outstanding 
Warrant: On Feb. 19, a police officer saw 
a man enter the backyard of 1 Tamarack 
Terrace after exiting the passenger side 
of a vehicle. The man told the officer 
that he was looking for scrap metal and 
identified himself as Steven Nuri of 125 
Yonkers Avenue, Apt. 4W, Yonkers ,via 
a New York State I.D. card. The driver 

of the vehicle was identified as Patricia 
Bazile who presented to the officer a 
driver’s license suspended on Sept. 11, 
2012, for failure to pay child support. She 
was arrested at the scene for failure to pay 
child support and failure to respond to a 
summons for an appearance ticket. 

Cell Phone Stop: James M. Quiroga, 
37 of 2310 Town Green Drive, Elmsford, 
was stopped Feb. 11 at the intersection of 
Anderson Hill Road and Old Well Road 
on suspicion of possible use of a cell 
phone while driving. A database check 
of Mr. Quiroga’s driver’s license and 
registration revealed that his license had 
been suspended as of Jan. 4 for failure to 
pay a fine levied in New York City. He was 
arrested, issued a summons and released 
on his own recognizance.

Improper Taxi I.D.: On Feb. 11, 
James M. Randby, 41, of 3 Calvert Street, 
Apt A-1A, Harrison, was stopped at 
the Harrison train station for driving 
a taxi without the display of a proper 
identification placard on the side of the 
car. A database check showed that in 
addition he was driving with a suspended 
license. The license had been suspended 
for failure to answer a summons issued 
in White Plains, along with a failure 
to pay the original fine. He was issued 
a summons and released. The vehicle 
was released to Arturo Rossi, the  

licensed operator. 

Narcotics: An expired inspection 
sticker spotted by police on Feb. 10 led to 
a stop on Underhill Avenue that netted a 
cache of marijuana with a street value of 
more than $1,000, and a white powdery 
substance that resembled cocaine. 
The driver Carlos A. Vargas, 19, of 24 
Robertson Ave., White Plains, exhibited 
slurred speech and bloodshot, watery 
eyes as he was asked for his driver’s license 
and registration, according to Harrison 
police. A distinctive smell of marijuana 
wafted from the vehicle as Vargas rolled 
down his window to hand the officer his 
documents. As the officer returned to 
his squad car to check on Vargas’ license 
and registration, the officer saw him pass 
something to a passenger in the front 
seat: Mackay M. Azizi, also 19, who 
gave her address as 75 Thompson Ave., 
Croton. Ms. Azizi then appeared to stash 
something under her seat. Meanwhile, 
Vargas’ drivers license turned out to 
be suspended for failure to answer two 
summonses issued in Harrison. 

The police officer then asked Ms. 
Azizi the last time someone had smoked 
marijuana in the car. She told the officer 
that no one had smoked in the car. Asked 
the same question, Mr. Vargas told the 
officer that he had smoked marijuana 
two hours before. At this point, two other 
Harrison police officers arrived on the 

scene. Mr. Vargas was then arrested for 
driving with a suspended license and for 
operating a vehicle under the influence of 
drugs. 

Officers then asked Ms. Azizi, Brian 
Ampuero and a third passenger to get out 
of the car. The passengers were frisked 
and during this search, Mr. Ampuero 
pulled from his jacket a key chain pill 
case. Asked about its contents, he told the 
officer that it was empty and challenged 
him to see for himself. It contained a white 
powdery substance resembling cocaine. 
The vehicle was then impounded. 

During a further search of the car, 
police found a bag with 19 grams of 
marijuana along with a cardboard box 
with another 46.5 grams of the same 
substance. Two ceramic pipes were also 
uncovered in the car. Ms. Azizi was 
then arrested for the possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

The third passenger was not charged 
with any offense and was released at the 
scene. 

At the station, Mr. Vargas told police 
that the 19 grams of marijuana belonged 
to him. Mr. Ampuero informed police 
that the 46.5 grams of marijuana found 
in the back seat were his. A further 
search of Ms. Azizi’s possessions turned 
up a forged Connecticut driver’s license 
in her wallet. Vargas and Ampuero, and 
Ms. Azizi were then released and issued 
court dates. 

The Fresh Air Fund’s Volunteer 
Host Family Program will hold an 
informational meeting April 3rd  from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Mamaroneck Public 
Library, at 153 Library Lane, for families 
interested in opening their home to a 
Fresh Air child. Local host families will 
share their experiences hosting New 
York City children. Light refreshments 
will be served.

Fresh Air summers are filled with 
children running barefoot through 
the grass, gazing at star-filled skies 
or swimming for the first time. Each 
summer, over 4,000 inner-city children 
visit suburban, rural and small town 
communities across 13 states from 
Virginia to Maine and Canada through 
The Fresh Air Fund’s Volunteer Host 
Family Program.  Fresh Air children are 

boys and girls, from six to 18 years old, 
who live in New York City. Children on 
first-time visits are six to 12 years old 
and stay for one or two weeks. Children 
who are reinvited by host families may 
continue with The Fresh Air Fund 
through age 18 and can enjoy extended 
trips. Over 65 percent of all children are 
reinvited to stay with their host families, 
year after year.  

The Fresh Air Fund, an independent, 
not-for-profit agency, has provided free 
summer experiences to more than 1.8 
million New York City children from 
low-income communities since 1877. 
For more information about hosting a 
Fresh Air child this summer, please call 
203-226-6627or visit The Fresh Air Fund 
online at www.freshair.org.

Fresh Air Fund Is Seeking Volunteer Host Families
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The Child Care Council of Westchester 
is aggressively advocating protecting the 
quality of life of children of low-income 
families in the county.

Their number one claim is that 
affordable and quality child care enables 
parents to be more productive at work, 
while providing children with the 
benefits of early education that act as 
a foundation for a lifetime of positive 
growth.

In a society where more and more 
mothers are in the workforce full time, 
the importance of quality child care is 
recognized across all economic strata.

Statistics based on the U.S. census say 
70 percent of  U.S. mothers are in the 
workforce; 55 percent of mothers with 
infants work; 75 percent of employed 
mothers work 30-plus hours per week; 
and 29 percent of dual wage earners have 
women as primary earner.

Not only does the Council advocate 
for government funding for child care 
programs, it also encourages employers 
to offer child care support to their 
employees.

The numbers tell the story about the 
importance of reliable child care.

Forty-five percent of parents miss at 
least one day of work every six months 
due to child care breakdowns. Another 
65 percent of parent’s work schedules are 
affected due to child care challenges. The 
cost to employers is $3 billion, of which 
$650 to $1,000 is the per-employee cost 
of unscheduled absences due to lack of 
child care.

On the other hand, 85 percent of 
employers report heightened positive 
public relations as a result of their 
investment in child care programs. 

According to Cornell University’s 
Industrial Labor and Relations School 

Study, when given an employer-funded 
subsidy for child care, participants 
were much more productive. Sixty-
eight percent of respondents reported 
using their sick days for child care less 
frequently and there was a 17.8 percent 
decrease in disciplinary actions during 
the study period.

On the parental side, 42 percent 
of parents say that child care was an 
important part of their decision to work 
where they work and 19 percent of 
parents said they turned down another 
job because they feared losing their 
work-site child care.

Up and down the spectrum, the 
advocacy  is for the future of the children. 

The Westchester Children’s 
Association and the Child Care Council 
of Westchester are doing the tough work 
and they need our thanks, recognition 
and support.

A public hearing and presentation 
on the Preliminary Proposed 2014-15 
Budget for the White Plains City School 
District will be held in the Assembly 
Room of Education House, 5 Homeside 
Lane, on Monday, March 10 at 7:30 
p.m.  The community will have another 
opportunity to respond at a Budget 
Forum on Wednesday, March 19, at 
7:30 p.m. meeting in the B-1 room at 

White Plains High School.
The Board of Education is scheduled 

to adopt the budget at its April 7 meeting, 
7:30 p.m. at the high school, and there 
will be a second public hearing on May 
12, 7:30 p.m. at Education House.

The public vote on the budget and 
the election of Board Members will take 
place on Tuesday, May 20, 2014, with 
polls open from Noon to 9 p.m. at six 

voting locations.  
Two Board seats will be up for 

election, each for a three-year term 
of office, beginning July 1, 2014.  
Candidates must file petitions by April 
30th. 

Absentee ballots will be available 
from the District Clerk for voters who 
will not be in White Plains during 
voting hours. 

Westchester County’s 2014 Fair and 
Affordable Housing Expo will take 
place on Saturday, March 15 at the 
Westchester County Center in White 
Plains from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Admission 
is free.

Throughout the day, visitors can get 
answers to the following questions: How 
much do I need for a down payment? 
What are my rights with respect to 
fair and affordable housing? What is 
the importance of credit and a good 
credit score? What is the role of the 
not-for-profit counselor, the realtor, the 
inspector, the attorney and the lender? 

Can I get help with my down payment 
and closing costs? Is it better to rent or 
own?

At 1 p.m. a workshop on Fair and 
Affordable Housing (FAH) will focus 
on the Westchester County Housing 
Settlement and on  Homeseeker Online, 
a Web site where visitors are provided 
with information about affordable 
homeownership and rental apartment 
opportunities in Westchester. Those 
attending can also learn about FAH 
and fair lending, affirmative marketing 
and the FAH application and selection 
process. 

For more information about the 
Expo contact Westchester Residential 
Opportunities at  ganderson@wroinc.
org; 914-428-4507 ext. 314 or the 
Housing Action Council at  hac@
affordablehomes.org.

The Westchester County Center is 
located at 198 Central Avenue in White 
Plains. The event is co-sponsored by 
Westchester County, the Westchester 
Interfaith Housing Corporation, 
the Hudson Gateway Association of 
Realtors, Inc., Chase and Community 
Mutual Savings Bank. 

New York State has a $2 billion budget 
surplus according to Governor Cuomo. 
There are probably 2 billion potholes 
in New York City and in towns, villages 
and cities across New York State. My 
suggestion: The Governor and State 

Legislators should allocate the $2 billion 
to local governments for pothole repairs 
and road repaving. 

Most local governments need the help 
from Albany to restore our roads to the 
conditions needed. This would be a great 

way for New York government to help 
every locality in the state

–Paul Feiner, 
 Greenburgh Town Supervisor

In the February 18, 2014 issue of The 
White Plains Examiner in the article 
“Retail Closings in White Plains Could 
be Explained as Business as Usual” we 
incorrectly stated that Rite Aid had 
closed in White Plains. The pharmacy 
in question was Duane Reade, formerly 
located at the corner of Mamaroneck 
Avenue and Quarropas Street in White 
Plains. 

Duane Reade is a subsidiary of 

Walgreens, which reduced the staff 
of its distribution center in Maspeth, 
Queens in late 2013, possibly indicating 
a restructuring of its retail outlet 
operations, though no further reports on 
Duane Reade closings could be found at 
this time.

The purchase of Duane Reade by 
Walgreens in 2010 made Walgreens 
the leading retail sales pharmacy in  
the country.

also publishes 
 M E D I A

Advocacy for the Care of the Youngest, Our Most Vulnerable Asset

White Plains Schools Preliminary Proposed 2014-15 Budget Public Hearing 

Westchester’s Fair and Affordable Housing Expo 2014 Scheduled for March 15

Use Surplus State Funds for Pot Hole and Road Repair

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 

to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 

withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. Please 
refrain from personal attacks.  

Email letters to
pcasey@theexaminernews.com. 

The White Plains Examiner 
requires that all letter writers 

provide their name, address and
contact information. 

Letters Policy

Correction
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It must be my 
fascination with 
wine. When I see 
news of a scientific 
breakthrough or a 
new application 
for old technology, 
my mind goes into 

“I wonder if there’s a wine angle to this?” 
mode. 

On several occasions the insights I’ve 
gained over my wine-centric lifetime 
have come up with ancillary or alternative 
ways to utilize applications from other 
industries to the agriculture-based wine 
industry. However, most of the time my 
mind dismisses out of hand any potential 
alternative uses.

The mantra of 21st century businesses 
continues to be how to utilize digital 
technology to improve business efficiency. 
We’ve seen the advancement of robotics as 
well as software programs that create new 
industrial devices or digitally automate 
mechanical functions. All slowly, but 
seeming to inevitably replace man. From 
assembly line robots to 3D printing 
to managing our home environments, 
technology is transforming our lives. 

I came across one such news article in 
2011 that piqued my curiosity, but never 
manifested itself in any useful or relevant 
application to the wine industry. Then lo 
and behold, a few weeks ago I read of a 
new engineered product on the market 
that gave me pause. “Aha! There was a 
wine angle lurking behind that 2011 news 
report after all.”

We’re all aware of the expansion of new 
applications for drone technology. Back 

in 2011 I read of Navy 
pilots directing military 
air attacks around the 
world, into combat areas 
or into the lairs of wanted 
terrorists, all the while 
sitting in their homes 
at their sophisticated 
computer terminals. Soon 
we may be reading of the same Navy pilot 
conducting attacks on his smartphone 
over a Starbucks Wi-Fi connection 
while standing in line for his morning 
Macchiato.  

There must be a wine-centric application 
here somewhere I thought to myself. 
While I was unable to concoct a drone-
derived resource for the wine industry, 
entrepreneurs in other industries have 
been creative and innovative. Amazon is 
developing a 30-minute order delivery 
drone system. Domino Pizza can dispatch 
a drone to deliver pizza to your doorstep. 
A western beer company drone delivers 
six packs to ice fishing cabins on frozen 
remote Minnesota lakes. 

My favorite: A drone has been deployed 
to transport valuable liquid cargo to après-
skiers atop a snow-covered mountaintop 
in the Alps. A bottle of Champagne 
is delivered to customers sitting at an 
exclusive, isolated wine bar at the summit 
of a Swiss mountain. 

But not much has been developed for 
the wine industry. 

Until I read the news a few weeks ago.
A winery owner in Bordeaux has 

ordered an Octocopter drone (at a cost 
of nearly $70,000) to conduct flyovers 
through his vineyards. Small in stature at 

two feet wide and less than 
three pounds, the drone has 
a range of eight miles and 
can climb to over one mile 
high. 

Here’s what I missed: 
the Octocopter can inspect 
over 25 acres in one hour 
with its micro/macro 

camera lenses and infrared technology. 
A typical vineyard eight-worker team 
covers only 10 acres over a similar 
timeframe. Aside from this obvious 
increase in productivity, other efficiencies 
include pin-point spraying of sections 
of vineyards rather than a scattershot 

approach and measuring the ripeness of 
micro sites to facilitate the best time to 
harvest individual plots of grapevines.   

Other sightings have been reported in 
California and Oregon. The news article 
quoted University of California-Davis 
professor Roger Boulton: “There are 
only a couple of things that consistently 
improve wine quality year after year. The 
first is precision viticultural practices.” 
This is the potential bottom line impact of 
agri-drones.

As drones begin to proliferate in 
vineyards, the consumer will be the 

ultimate winner in improved wine quality, 
consistency and price stabilization due to 
greater and healthier yields. Now I get it.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident.  For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at  
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

We all feel bored sometimes, and 
many experts and parents talk about 
the value of boredom. It’s true, children 
benefit from having to find ways to 
occupy their minds during unstructured 
time. In a world filled with constant 
stimulation and immediate gratification 
via smartphones, tablets, etc., it is 
important for children to also be self-
starting and creative. That said, there 
are consequences of being bored if 
you don’t have the inner resources 
to manage your boredom. Research 
suggests that boredom can increase 
depressive symptoms, lead to poorer 
school and work performance, lower 
job satisfaction, and can be associated 
with higher incidences of substance 
abuse, gambling, overeating, and other 
problematic coping mechanisms. 

Children and adults with ADHD 
have an increased risk of suffering the 
negative consequences of boredom 
due to difficulty sustaining attention 
and difficulty tolerating less interesting 
activities. Problematic behaviors such 
as starting a fight or becoming the class 

clown might be a 
viable alternative to 
the dreadful feelings of 
boredom. To combat 
destructive behaviors, 
those with a low 
threshold for boredom 
need to develop new 
coping skills. They 
need to learn to 
anticipate situations 
with boredom 
potential and plan 
accordingly. If you are 
a parent of a frequently 
bored child, help him 
develop this skill set 
and tolerate some 
inevitable boredom.

Ari Tuckman, author 
and psychologist who 
specializes in ADHD, and Jeff Copper, 
ADHD coach and founder of Attention 
Talk Radio and Video, offer some 
suggestions for learning to live with 
boredom.

Be prepared. Boring situations are 

easy to predict. Bring 
entertainment along 
for long car rides or 
lengthy holidays with 
relatives. Also be 
prepared to be flexible. 
It might be better to 
allow your child to get 
up from the dinner 
table than to have him 
whining and fighting 
with you.

Turn it into a game. 
Kids love games and 
competition. Word 
games like I’m going 
on a picnic or Twenty 
Questions are fun, take 
up time, and don’t take 
up any space.

Brainstorm your fun 
list. Think of activities you and your 
children enjoy and add new ones when 
they come to you. It can be hard to think 
of things on the spot when you’re feeling 
bored, so have a go-to fun list.

Get moving on anything. Organize 

your sock drawer, clean out your 
desk, do anything that might give you 
momentum. Focus on the rewards of 
working on something and maybe you’ll 
even enjoy it. Spice up an activity by 
doing it while on the phone with a friend 
or listening to good music. 

Recognize the signs of anxiety and/or 
depression. Both depression and anxiety 
can get in the way of pursuing meaningful 
and interesting activities, and depression 
can cause you to feel bored because 
you are disconnected from the world 
around you. It’s important to recognize 
when boredom is more than plain old 
boredom, and to seek treatment for you 
or your child when necessary.

Dr. Jaime Black is a licensed psychologist 
practicing in Westchester and New York 
City. Jaime works with high-functioning 
individuals on the autism spectrum, doing 
psychotherapy, conducting evaluations, 
and facilitating socialization groups 
including an improv social skills group. 
Visit www.spectrumservicesnyc.com, 
e-mail JaimeBlackPsyD@gmail.com or 
call (914) 712-8208.

Duck! The Drones Have Invaded the Vineyards

The Price of Boredom

By Nick Antonaccio

‘a wine angle 
lurking behind 

the news’

Parenting 
Pep Talk

By Dr.  Jaime Fleckner Black
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DARRyL ESTRINE PhOTOThe Woman’s Club of White Plains 
Foundation will be hosting its annual 
Spring Fashion Show & Luncheon 
on Saturday, March 29 at 11:30 a.m. at 
their home at 305 Ridgeway in White 
Plains. Proceeds from the event will 
support the White Plains High School 
Scholarship Fund. 

The Woman’s Club of White Plains 
has been providing scholarships for 
White Plains students for over 60 years.

This year’s honorees are Rebecca 
W. Bright and Judy Schermerhorn. 
Both honorees are retired educators, 
community leaders and long time 
Woman’s Club members. Event 
Chairwoman Ybelize Pilarte 
commented, “ We are very proud to be 
recognizing two outstanding women 
who have been dedicated to the future 
of our youth through their commitment 
to education, our scholarship program 

and the work of Woman’s Club.”
Featured in the Fashion Show will be 

the latest spring fashions from:
American Apparel, Bloomingdale’s, 

Caché, Chico’s, Crave, Katules & 
Steilmann European Fashion. The 
Fashion Show finale will be one to 
remember featuring designs from Jesus 
& Antonio Estrada. Originally from 
Mexico, this design team now based 
in White Plains, is well known for the 

Dolce & Gabana influence in their 
work and their appearance on Project 
Runway Season 7.

Tickets for the luncheon are $65 
for adults and $35 for students. To 
purchase tickets visit the Woman’s 
Club of White Plains website at www.
womansclubofwhiteplains.org  or 
call 914-948-4096.

The Woman’s Club of White Plains 
Foundation Spring Fashion Show

Debra (r) and Debbie flank their well-stacked 
nine-patty Wayback burger.

Know the perfect place to go for a night out this week? Submit event to pcasey@theexaminernews.com

White Plains
After DArkH

H
H
H
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H
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HAPPY HOUR
Beechmont Tavern – 3-7PM, 
Weekdays ½ appetizer specials, drink 
specials, WINGS!

Black Bear Saloon – 4-7PM, 
Weekdays All drink ½ off, $5 appetizers

Bob Hyland’s Sports Page Pub – 
4-7PM, Weekdays $1 off all drinks

City Limits – 9PM, Daily
$4 wines and draft beers, $7 cocktails, 
25% off appetizers!

Brazen Fox – 4-8PM, Weekdays
$4 drafts, $5 martinis, $5 cocktails, $5 
wines, $15 samplers

Elements – 4-8PM, Daily
$3 and $4 drafts, $5 wine and well 
drinks, $6 select martinis, $8 mojitos

Executive Billiards – Happy Hour, 
3-7PM, Mon-Thurs  $10 per hour per 
table, $3 beers

Lazy Boy Saloon – 4-7PM, Weekdays
Beer and drink discounts

Porter House – 12-8PM, Mon-Sat
$3 and $4 drafts, $5 martinis and 
cocktails, ½ off appetizers at the bar

Ron Black’s Beer Hall – 4-8PM,  
Weekdays$4 and $6 beers pints, $5 
wines, appetizer specials 

Wicked Wolf Tavern – 4-7 PM, 
Weekdays½ off all drinks, $5 appetizers

Vintage – 11AM-7PM
Live bands, $4 drink specials

TUESDAY, March 4
The Brazen Fox Mardis Gras! 10-
11PM Bonus Night

Elements Jazz Tuesdays 6:30PM

Lazy Lounge  Bar Trivia – 9PM

Ron Black’s Beer Hall Night at the 
Museum Trivia 

Wicked Wolf Tavern  Tijuana 
Tuesdays$2 Coronas, $2 Tequila Shots, 
$2 Tacos

WEDNESDAY, March 5
Black Bear Saloon Beat the Clock 
Wednesdays $2 domestic drafts 
starting at 7PM, prices go up 50 cents 
every half hour, $5 fishbowls

Bob Hyland’s Sports Page Pub
Trivia Night – 7:30PM sign up, 8PM 
start

Brazen Fox Ladies Night 5-11PM.  A 
portion of all proceeds is donated to 
the Breast Cancer Foundation.

Dunne’s Pub Music Seisun – 7:30-
10:30PM Traditional Irish music with 
Brian Conway and friends!

Executive Billiards Ladies’ Night
$10 Ladies play all night, $4 tropical 
ball drinks

Lazy Lounge JAM SESSION 9PM-
1AM Featuring: Curtis Winchester, 
Gil Parris & Special Guests! Great 
Beer, Wine and Food Specials all night!

Ron Black’s Beer Hall Beer-BQ 4– 
10PM; featuring special beer of the 
night.

Wicked Wolf Tavern Acoustic 
Wednesdays featuring Dan Barrios 
9PM

Vintage Team Trivia – 7:30PM with 
Quiz Master Dan Doherty

THURSDAY, March 6
Black Bear Saloon Big Ass Beer 
Thursdays $10 1-liter boot for all 
drafts, $5 refills

Brazen Fox Suds for Scrubs – 9PM
Show your Medical ID for $5 drafts!

Dunne’s Pub Oktoberfest every third 
Thursday

Elements Latin Thursdays

Ron Black’s Beer Hall  DJ Bingo 
7:30PM

Vintage White Plains Idol Karaoke 
8PM to Midnight

FRIDAY, March 7
Black Bear Candy Land, 9 PM to close

The Brazen Fox DJ party After 11 PM

Lazy Boy Saloon BIG SALAD - 
Featuring Christine Tambakis from 
Tangled Vine! 

Porter House Live DJ – 11PM

Wicked Wolf Tavern Friday Night 
Live with Almost Easy Band 10PM

SATURDAY, March 8 – White Plains  
St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Bob Hyland’s Sports Page Pub

The Brazen Fox
St. Patrick’s Day Parade; DJ Party After 
11 PM
Dunne’s Brian Conway and Friends 
after the St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Elements Latin Saturdays

Lazy Lounge Live DJ!

Porter House Live DJ – 11PM
Ron Black’s Guinness flows – St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade

Vintage St. Patrick’s Day Parade – 
Shilelagh Law 3PM

SUNDAY, March 9
Elements Paint Night 5 to 7PM

Lazy Lounge Live DJ!

Wicked Wolf Tavern Sunday Funday 
$3 drinks every weekend.
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, March 4
Poets and Writers Series: “Have Yous 

No Homes to Go to?” The reading and 
lecture series encourages the best of 
today’s writers to share their secrets with 
literary aficionados. Brian Fleming’s one-
man show played to packed houses at the 
Dublin Fringe Festival. Its story features 
clowns who faced down 1,500 refugees 
in a camp in Rwanda. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 
Davis Auditorium, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. 9:30 and 11 a.m. Free. Info: 914-
606-6716.

First Tuesday Needleworkers Group. 
Meet at 4:30 p.m. to  learn, bring work 
as you please, help, teach and chat. 
We might adopt charitable projects at 
times,  or recommend them, when we 
meet. It’s a work in progress like many 
of our projects. All welcome, even if you 
don’t knit, crochet, quilt, needlepoint or 
weave. Dorry’s Diner, 468 Mamaroneck 
Avenue, White Plains. Call 914-682-0005 
for more information.

Wednesday, March 5 
Pete Seeger Movie. Honoring the 

memory of this remarkable musician, 
composer and activist. Film features 
Joan Baez, Arlo Guthrie, Natalie Maines, 
Tom Paxton, Bonnie Raitt, Toshi Seeger, 
Tommy Smothers, Bruce Springsteen, 
Mary Travers and Peter Yarrow (Peter, 
Paul and Mary) and rarely seen clips, 
personal footage of Pete, from a 1960s 
Around the World Tour, and numerous 
classic songs of Pete and Woody Guthrie. 
Pete died January 27,2014. He was a 
founding member of the Connie Hogarth 
Center for Social Action and came to the 
college on several occasions. Sponsored 
by the Connie Hogarth Center for Social 
Action, Duchesne Center and Black 
Student Union Free. Community Invited. 
Refreshments. 7 p.m. in E Library, The 
Castle, Manhattanville College, Purchase. 

Poetry Reading. Paola Corso will 
read poetry addressing Italian-American 
immigrants. His book, “The Laundress 
Catches Her Breath,” recently won the 
Tillie Olsen Award for Creative Writing. 
Westchester Community College’s 
Gateway Center, Davis Auditorium,  75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla.11:15 a.m. Free. 
Info: 914-606-6790. 

Thursday, March 6
“Gaining a Competitive Edge 

Through Innovation and Creativity.” A 
discussion featuring Bruce Nussbaum, 
author of “Creative Intelligence,” 
and a panel of Westchester’s leading 
professionals. Manhattanville College’s 
Reid Castle, 2900 Purchase St., Purchase. 
8 a.m. $25 in advance. $30 at the door. 
Info: Contact Patricia Braja at 914-
231-3241 or email pbraja@wlsmail.org. 
Registration: Visit app.etapestry.com/
onlineforms/WestchesterLibrarySystem/
BusinessCreativity.html. 

Saturday, March 8
Playland Jobs Fair. On the spot 

interviews for the first 300 applicants who 
attend. Positions sought include cashiers, 
rides, custodial, maintenance, lifeguards, 
EMTs. Westchester County Center, 198 
Central Avenue, White Plains; 9 a.m. to 
2p.m.

White Plains St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 
Begins at noon rain or snow or shine, 
proceeds along Mamaroneck Avenue to 
Main Street.

Music Conservatory of Westchester’s 
Summer Music & Arts Open House, for 
students ages 5-18 on  Saturday March 
8th, 15th, and 29th from 10 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Visit the school, attend classes, 
and meet summer faculty and staff; 216 
Central Avenue, White Plains.

The College of New Rochelle’s Annual 
Symposium on Mental Health. This 
forum explores the current research, 
best practices and innovations in the 
diagnosis and treatment of mental 
disorders. An opportunity for mental 
health professionals and students of 
counseling, psychology and social work 
to expand their knowledge and repertoire 
of skills in their work with clients. Special 
attention will be given to the latest 
revision to the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders. The College 
of New Rochelle’s Maura Ballroom, 29 
Castle Place, New Rochelle. 8:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m.  $50 for professionals. $35 for non-
College of New Rochelle students. $25 
for CNR students. Registration required. 
Info and registration: 914-654-5320, visit 
www.events.cnr.edu/mentalhealth or 
email mentalhealthsymposium@cnr.edu.

Larchmont Antiques and Collectibles 
Show. Features 45 antique and collectibles 
dealers showing vintage furniture and 
decorative accessories, estate and costume 
jewelry, vintage clothing and purses, 
vintage picture frames, European posters, 
vintage books, postcards and paper. 
Maps and prints, lamps and lighting, 

antique clocks, primitives and country 
items, 50’s collectibles and toys, English 
smalls, framed cigarette cards, old linens, 
letter openers, tobacciana, Depression 
glass, china, silver, Royal Copenhagen, 
Hummels, Majolica, kitchen collectibles, 
letter openers, political items, and 
more. Mamaroneck High School, 1000 
West Boston Post Road, Mamaroneck, 
Saturday and Sunday March8 and 9; 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission $6 to benefit 
Mamaroneck Schools Foundation. Food 
available all day, including jumbo hot 
dogs.

Opening Reception for “The Nature 
of Contrasts.” Photographers Elisabeth 
Pollaert Smith and H. David Stein 
explore nature’s contrasts, through Stein’s 
subtle White On White flowers and 
Smith’s stark other worldly landscapes. 
These works are augmented with Olga 
Bedoya’s intriguing jewelry. Mamaroneck 
Artists Guild, 126 Larchmont Ave., 
Larchmont. 3 to 5 p.m. Free. Gallery 
open Tuesday through Saturday 12 to 
5 p.m. Exhibit runs through  March 
29. Info: 914-834-1117 or visit www.
mamaroneckartistsguild.org.

Evening Howl for “Pups” of All 
Ages. Enjoy visiting the wolves during 
their favorite hour--dusk. Learn about 
the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why this is a 
magical time of year for packs in North 
America. Guests will take a short sunset 
hike to howl with the ambassador wolves. 
Weather appropriate treats served; please 
bring flashlights. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 5 p.m. Adults: $16. 
Children (under 12): $13. Also March 29. 
Pre-registration required.  Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Friendly Gathering. Irish meal 
and sing-a-long benefitting the RDC 
Counseling Center. Honorees, Nick Wolff 
and White Plains Meals on Wheels; 6 
p.m. Kearney Gym, 52 North Broadway, 
White Plains; admission $45; $40 seniors.

Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse. 
Sara Thomsen in concert. Doors open 
at 6:30 p.m.; concert at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets $18 in advance, $23 at the door. 
MemorialUnitedMethodist Church, 250 
Bryant Avenue, White Plains.

Sunday, March 9
Rabies Clinic. Free rabies vaccinations 

will be available by appointment for dogs, 
cats and ferrets owned by Westchester 
County residents on from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at Stamen Animal Hospital, 61 
Quaker Ridge Road in New Rochelle. 
For an appointment, call Stamen Animal 

Hospital at 914-632-1269. Cats and 
ferrets must be in carriers and dogs must 
be on a leash. Aggressive dogs must be 
muzzled. No examinations will be given.

El Centro Hispano Girls Scouts 40th 
Anniversary. Girl Scout Troop 8003 
40th anniversary celebration 1:30 p.m. at 
Chapel Hall, 346 S. Lexington Ave, White 
Plains.

Flint-Knapping Make-and-Take. 2 
p.m., Marshlands Conservancy, Route 1 
(Boston Post Road), Rye. Make your own 
projectile point, followed by a hike. Fee 
$2 per person; pre-registration required. 
Children under 12 must be accompanied 
by an adult. Call (914) 835-4466 for more 
information.

Natures Course: Wolves and Moose 
of Isle Royale. For decades, a wolf and 
moose study has been conducted on Isle 
Royale to better observe how predator/
prey dynamics work. However, this 
study may soon come to an end.  Join a 
discussion of current issues for the wolf 
populations on Isle Royale and elsewhere 
in the United States. Guests will also 
visit  the ambassador wolves. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 11 
a.m. Adults: $13. Children (under 12): 
$11. Pre-registration required. Info and 
pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Maple Sugaring Party. Family fun 
to highlight the end of winter and the 
peak of the maple sugaring season, when 
the warming daytime temperatures 
stimulate the sap to flow. Featured events 
include demonstrations of sap collecting, 
depictions of Native American and 
Colonial-style sugaring sites, candy and 
porridge making, and crafts. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd, Scarsdale. 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Early registration: 
Members–$5. Non-members–$10. 
Day of event rates: Members–$7. Non-
members–$12. Info and registration: 
Visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Ongoing Events
“Skeletons.” This exhibit by Charles 

McGill merges his passion for golf 
with a conceptual understanding of 
found objects. Westchester Community 
College’s Academic Arts Building, Fine 
Arts Gallery, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 
Gallery open Monday through Saturday 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and on Thursdays 4 to 
6 p.m. Free. Exhibit runs through March 
8. Info: 914-606-7867 or visit www.
sunywcc.edu/gallery.
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Adoption
ADOPTION: Unplanned Pregnancy? 
Caring local licensed adoption agency 
provides financial and emotional support. 
Choose from loving pre-approved fami-
lies. Habla Espanol.  Call Joy  1-914-939-
1180 or confidential email: Adopt@Forev-
erFamiliesThroughAdoption.org

Auctions
AUCTION CHEMUNG COUNTY 
REAL PROPERTY TAX FORECLO-
SURES. 150+ Properties, Wednesday, 
March 26 @ 11AM. Holiday Inn, Elmira, 
NY. 800-243-0061 HAR, Inc. & AAR, Inc. 

Free brochure: www.NYSAUCTIONS.
com

Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

Auto donAtions
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 

towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

divorce
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Includes poor person 
application/waives government fees, if ap-
proved. One signature required. Separa-
tion agreements available. Make Divorce
Easy - 518-274-0380.

drivers
Heating And Air Conditioning Techni-
cian Jobs Available! Fast Track, Hands 
On, Certification Training Provided. GI 
Bill Eligible. 1-877-994-9904

For sAle
PINEHURST, NC AREA, 2 Bedroom 
Condo, Originally $186k, now $99,500.00 
with Owner Financing, In a 100 year old 
Cotton Mill, with all amenities, Call Marc 
at Iron Horse Properties, 910-206-1881.

Privacy Hedges- SPRING Blowout Sale 6' 
Arborvitae (cedar) Regular $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

Help WAnted
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here! Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial aid for 
qualified studentsñ Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

Home improvement
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

lAnd WAnted
DEAL OF THE WEEK- 10acres - $24,900 
or $318/month! Borders State Land, 

woods, views, Southern Tier NY! Town 
road, Gíteed buildable! Call: 888-905-
8847 or newyorklandandlakes.com

miscellAneous
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out oF stAte reAl estAte
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

vAcAtion rentAls
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WAnted
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

exAminer mediA Classifieds 030414

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

1-800-382-HOME(4663)
www.sonyma.org

If You’re Ready to Buy a Home,
We Are Ready to Help.

The State of New York Mortgage Agency offers:
Up to $15,000 of Down Payment Assistance

for Housing
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By Albert Coqueran
On Wednesday, Feb. 26, Westchester 

County Executive Rob Astorino 
announced a prospective plan to join with 
The Madison Square Garden Company to 
make the Westchester County Center the 
home of the New York Knicks-affiliated 
National Basketball Association (NBA) 
Developmental League team starting as 
soon as the fall.

 The NBA Developmental League 
(D-League) features professional 
basketball players developing their skills, 
as they hope to earn roster spots on NBA 
Teams as well as current NBA players. 
Furthermore, the NBA D-League rosters 
are filled with prominent former college 
basketball players trying to enter the NBA.

Stepinac High School All-Time Leading 
Scorer Tony Taylor played for the Tulsa 
66ers, the Oklahoma Thunder’s NBA 
D-League affiliate, after graduating from 
George Washington University.   

The prospective plan schedules the 
Knicks-affiliated to play 24 home games at 

the County Center between the months of 
November and April, with the possibility 
of up to six playoff games also to be played 
in April. 

“Westchester loves basketball at every 
level and this agreement would bring 
professional basketball to the county,” 
said Astorino when announcing the plan. 
“Top-flight basketball at an affordable 
price in a convenient location is a winning 
combination and Westchester County 
is excited for the opportunity to team 
up with The Madison Square Garden 
Company, the Knicks and the NBA.” 

The plan was presented to the 
Westchester County Board of Acquisition 

& Contract for approval, on Thursday, 
Feb. 27. However, the vote was held over 
and the plan will be on the agenda again 
for approval, on Thursday, March 6. 

Once the proposal is approved by the 
county’s Board of Acquisition & Contract, 
a formal licensing agreement would 
be signed by the county and The MSG 
Company, and the overall plan would be 
subject to final approval by the NBA.

The Madison Square Garden Company 
released the following statement to the 
White Plains Examiner: “We continue 
to explore opportunities that we believe 
make sense for the company and hope to 
have something to announce in the near 
future.” 

Considering its strategic location in 
White Plains, which is near the MSG 
Training Center in Greenburgh where 
the Knicks train, and its seating capacity 
of about 3900 for basketball games, the 
County Center seems to make a lot of 
sense for the next home of the Knicks 
D-League affiliate.  

The proposal is being structured as a 
five-year licensing agreement with an 
option for MSG to renew for another five-
year period. MSG would pay the county 
a set fee for each game date and pick up 
any additional cost incurred during short 
turn-around times to prepare the arena 
for games.

Westchester County would also 
receive fees from parking, tickets, food, 
merchandise and advertising sales. 
Depending on ticket sales, the county 
projects to net between $2,000 and 
$12,000 a game or $48,000 to $288,000 
per season, not including the playoffs.

“Under the proposal, all the county’s 
cost would be covered and the deal 
becomes more lucrative for the county 
as attendance for games grows,” said 
Astorino.

And for all of us basketball enthusiasts 
in Westchester County, we will reap 
the benefits of having Knicks and NBA 
basketball right in our backyard. 

By Albert Coqueran
In his third season as the Head Coach 

of Manhattan College Men’s Basketball, 
White Plains resident Steve Masiello has 
compiled a remarkable 57-38 career-
record. Masiello’s Head Coaching record 
with Manhattan is even more impressive 
considering he took over the reigns in 
2011-12, the year after the Jaspers went 
6-25 on the season.

In Masiello’s first season with the 
Jaspers he recorded a 21-13 record and 
took Manhattan to their first Metro 
Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC) 
Championship in nine years. The Jaspers 15 
wins differential from the previous season 
was recognized as the largest turnaround 
for a NCAA basketball program in the 
nation in 2011-12.

Masiello, a former Stepinac High School 
basketball player won his 50th game as 
the Jaspers Head Coach, on February 4, 
this year. He is the fastest coach to reach 
the 50-win plateau since Fran Fraschilla 
(1992-’96) did it midway through his third 
season as the Jaspers Head Coach.

However, Masiello, even with his spirited 
style of coaching and dapper appearance 
on the court right down to his Christian 
Louboutin red sole shows, does not pat 
himself on the back for his achievements. 
He humbly thanks those who supported 
him over the years. 

“I have been fortunate to be around 
some very good people, who taught me 
what to do and more importantly taught 
me what not to do,” stated Masiello. “I try 
to surround myself with good people that 
do not ever let me get full of myself,” he 
added.

None better of those people Masiello is 
referring to is his mother Kitty, who attends 

every game and his girlfriend Wendy, who 
picked out his Christian Louboutin shoes. 
“My mother and my girlfriend point out 
quickly what I am not doing well instead of 
telling me how good I am,” acknowledged 
Masiello, with his mother and girlfriend 
standing in the background.

However, Masiello’s basketball lineage is 
also a major factor concerning his success 
at Manhattan, in his first Head Coaching 
job in the college ranks. Masiello graduated 
from the University of Kentucky in 2000, 
where his was a prominent player in his 
own right. 

Masiello played four years for the 
Wildcats under head coaches Rick Pitino 
(1996-97) and Tubby Smith (1997-2000). 
During his playing career at Kentucky, 
the Wildcats went to the Final Four 
twice (1997 and ’98) and won the NCAA 
Championship in 1998.

After graduating from Kentucky, 
Masiello took his first job on a coaching 
staff, as an administrative assistant at 
Tulane University. But it was his first 
assistant coaching job at Manhattan 
College where he began to hone his skills 
to becoming a prominent NCAA Head 
Coach.  

He worked under former Manhattan 
Head Coach Bobby Gonzalez for four years 
(2001-’05). Masiello was instrumental 
in the Jaspers winning two MAAC 
Championships and gaining two NCAA 
Tournament bids and one NIT berth, 
while posting a phenomenal 83-36 record, 
during his four years as assistant coach. 

After his first stint at Manhattan, 
Masiello fine tuned his coaching skills 
under the guidance of legendary Head 
Coach Rick Pitino, as an assistant coach 
for six years at Louisville University. 

Also, on the successful Jaspers coaching 
staff from 2001-’05 was another assistant 
coach, Mike Bramucci, who Masiello 
brought back to Manhattan this year as the 
Director of Basketball Operations. “Mike 
is one of the best teachers that I have ever 
been around. He has such a great basketball 
mind. Mike has been a major part of the 
success that we are having right now and 
I am so lucky to have him,” said Masiello.

Masiello keeps surrounding himself 
with good people and he keeps winning. 
This year Masiello recorded his second 
20-win season at Manhattan in three years 
as their Head Coach. The Jaspers posted 
a 22-7 overall and 15-5 MAAC record, 
which was good enough for a two-seed in 
this year’s MAAC Championship.

And Masiello would be the first to 
acknowledge how much he owes his players 
for his success, especially his three seniors 

this year, George Beamon, Mike Alvarado 
and Rhamel Brown. The Jaspers trio is the 
first group of players in Manhattan College 
history to score over 1000 career-points 
each on the same team.

“They are the heart and soul of this 
program. Everything this program is about 
they really epitomize,” declared Masiello. 
“Not just their talent, but also from a 
character and work ethic standpoint and 
from a human being standpoint, they are 
just tremendous young men,” proclaimed 
Masiello, about his three graduating 
seniors, Beamon, Alvarado and Brown.

Presently, Masiello will lead his second 
seeded Jaspers to the MAAC Tournament, 
which will be held March 6-12, at the 
MassMutual Center, in Springfield, 
Massachusetts. The Jaspers get a first round 
bye and will play in the Quarterfinals, on 
Saturday, March 8 at 6:30 p.m. They will 
face the winner of the number seven-seed 
St. Peter’s College versus the 10th seed 
Fairfield University.

Proposed Plan Could Bring Professional Basketball to Westchester County Center

White Plains’ Steve Masiello Keeps Manhattan College Men’s Basketball Winning

Manhattan College head Men’s Basketball Coach 
Steve Masiello, is poised, spirited, energetic 
and assertive on the sidelines. The White 
Plains resident just completed his second 20-
win season in three years as the Jaspers head 
Coach, with a 22-7 overall and 15-5 MAAC 
record this season.

Manhattan College head Coach Steve Masiello 
gives his sophomore forward Ashton Pankey 
some instructions on the bench, while the 
Jaspers went on to shock Iona College, 80-77, 
in OT, at Draddy Gym, in Riverdale, on Friday, 
Feb.28.
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By Skip Pearlman
To the untrained eye, it 

probably looked like the 
Woodlands High girl’s 
basketball team was in 
trouble. 

It was halftime at Saturday’s 
Class B championship game 
at the County Center between 
fourth-seeded Dobbs Ferry 
and Woodlands. The No. 7 
Falcons were down 30-13, 
and had just been out-scored 
17-8 in a lackluster second 
quarter where just about 
everything went the Eagles’ 
way.

Dobbs Ferry appeared to 
be in the driver’s seat.

But as has happened so 
often during this season 
of ups and downs for the 
Falcons, they were not 
finished. 

As it turned out, 
Woodlands had the Eagles 
exactly where they wanted 
them.

The No. 7 Falcons came 
back from a 48-43 deficit 
with 1:21 to play, and Imani 
Tilford scored what turned 

out to be the game-winning 
basket on a power drive 
with 20 seconds left, then 
watched breathlessly as 
Dobbs missed two shots 
from under the basket 
in the final seconds  as 
Woodlands escaped with a 
49-48 victory. 

The Falcons, riding the 
talent of senior standout 
Tilford and seventh-grade 
sensation Teisha Hyman, 
didn’t take their first lead 
until midway through 
the fourth quarter, when 
Diamond Spaulding bulled 
her way inside for a power 
layup to give her team a 40-
39 edge. 

Woodlands still managed 
to find itself trailing by 
five (48-43) with 1:21 
remaining, thanks to back-
to-back buckets from DF’s 
Molly Altholz and Alyssa 
Chipelo, and pair of free 
throws from Chrissy Witty. 

A Tilford steal and fast 
break layup with 1:12 
made it 48-45, and Hyman 
dropped two free throws 
with 52 seconds left to make 
it 48-47. 

Dobbs had the ball with 25 seconds, 
but Chipelo couldn’t get her shot off, and 
the Eagles turned the ball over, leading 
to a timeout. And out of that timeout, 
Woodlands got the ball to Tilford, who 
drove straight to 
the rim for the 
decisive bucket. 

The Eagles 
had two 
e x c e l l e n t 
chances in the 
final seconds, 
but couldn’t get 
either shot to 
fall as the buzzer 
sounded. 

“That was a 
hell of a game 
by both teams,” 
Falcons coach 
Tyron Postell 
said. “You had 
24 girls giving it 
100 percent and 
it came down 
to the last shot. 
Great game. It 
feels great to 
win the title. 
I can’t ask for 
more, it’s been a 
great couple of 
months.”

Tilford finished with 30 
points, easily earning MVP 
honors, while Hyman added 11. 

“I wanted the ball to be in my 
hands,” Tilford said of the last 
shot. “It was a very good shot. I 
knew I had to do it for my team, 
and it went in. It’s a very good 
feeling.”

Tilford admitted she had her 
doubts during the first half. 

“At first we were down on 
ourselves, but I picked it up,” 
she said.  “I did kind of think 
we might be out of it, but I came 
back in the second half. We’re a 
second-half team, we played 
hard, lock-down defense, and 
played a triangle and two, 
which they haven’t seen a lot. 
And it worked.” 

Postell said he tried to give 
his girls the right message at 
halftime, down 30-13.

“I usually go in a little excited, 
angry about all of our miscues, 
but what I did was I changed 
their psyche,” the coach said. 
“They expected me to point out 
all the negatives, why we were 
down. So what I told them was: 
we’re calm, we’re cool, we’re 

collected. We’re right where we want to 
be. Trust me with our game plan, and at 
the end we’ll be on the upside. I saw the 
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The Woodlands girl’s basketball team does its victory dance Saturday after winning Class B title at the county center.

Woodlands Girls Erase 17-Point Deficit vs. Dobbs, Win Class B Title
Falcons Eliminate No. 3 Briarcliff to Advance to Title Game

Molly Altholz of  Dobbs Ferry drives around defender in Class B 
championship game.

Dobbs Ferry’s Alyssa Chipelo drives around Imani Tilford in Saturday’s championship 
game.
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eye of the tiger in 
every one of them, 
and I just knew we’d 
end up winning. 
And when you’ve 
got a kid like Imani 
Tilford on your 
team, you’ve always 
got a chance to win.”

Postell said he 
had no doubt where 
the ball would land 
when the game was 
on the line. He has 
developed a code 
word for Tilford 
when he wants her 
to go out and close 
the deal, take care of 
business – that word 
is ‘eat.’

“If I use the word 
‘eat’ that means for 
them to go get it,” 
Postell said. “That 
means hold up your 
plate to the table, 
and go to work. 
And, she feasted 
today. I had to hold 
her out a little at 
the beginning after 
a lot of holding and 
grabbing. She got 
a little emotional. 
But I trust my team. 
We don’t have one 
player – we have a 
team.”

Postell pointed 
to some other key 

contributions. 
“I have to point out Reynasia McShaw,” 

he said. “I needed gritty play, or if I need 
the whole temperament of my team to 
change, to get a little hungry, I throw 
her the floor and she takes it to another 
level. She pushes our players into the right 
position. She played her game today. She 
had a key steal on the fast break, then she 
shot the passing lane, and got the ‘and one’. 
That was the beginning of the change. We 
were uphill from there.”

Dobbs Ferry got 11 points and 17 
rebounds from Altholz, and Chipelo 
finished with 17 points. 

Woodlands advanced to the 
championship game after beating No. 3 
Briarcliff, 67-58, in the semifinal the prior 
Tuesday at the County Center.

Hyman led the Falcons with 22, and 
Tilford added 21 points, including 10 in 
the fourth. 

Woodlands was scheduled to face 
Section 9 champion Highland in the first 
round of regional play Tuesday at the 
County Center at 8:15 p.m. The winner 
advances to the regional final. 

Chrissy Witty of  Dobbs lets a shot go, as Woodlands’ Teisha hyman defends.

Diamond Spaulding (5) gets inside for one of  
her two fourth-quarter buckets Saturday against 
Dobbs Ferry.

 Imani Tillford of  Woodlands drives for the game-
winning basket Saturday at the county center.

The Woodlands high girls hold the gold ball Saturday at the county center.
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By Skip Pearlman
When Zach Coleman’s three-pointer 

swished through the net to put Putnam 
Valley up 34-21 with 5:10 to go in the third 
period of Saturday’s Class B championship 
game against Woodlands – capping a 15-0 
PV run - Falcons fans had good reason for 
concern.

But these same Falcons fans had just 
witnessed the Woodlands girls team come 
back from a 17-point, second-half deficit 
vs. Dobbs Ferry, only to win the girls Class 
B crown. So they waited.

And their patience was rewarded.
From that moment on, the game 

belonged to the Falcons, who embarked 
on an unlikely, and quite remarkable, 22-0 
run over the next eight minutes to go up 
43-34 with 5:30 to play. 

No. 4 Putnam Valley came back, but 
never led again, as the sixth-seeded 
Falcons held on for a thrilling, 55-51, 
victory at the Westchester County Center. 

The Tigers (18-4) closed the gap to 46-
43 with 1:40 left, then cut it to two (52-
50), when Coleman drained another trey 
with 27 seconds left. 

But from there, the Falcons (17-5) 
hit their free throws. Abdoulaye Sow 
dropped hit his two shots with 26 seconds 
left, and Jamil Gambari, who earned game 
MVP honors after scoring 18 points and 
grabbing 12 rebounds, fittingly scored his 
team’s final point from the line with 8.5 
seconds remaining. 

As Woodlands fans flooded the County 
Center court in a wild celebration, 

Gambari – moments after collecting his 
MVP trophy – did his best to maintain 
his emotions, as he was barely able to hold 
back tears of joy. 

“This is the greatest feeling I’ve ever 
experienced in my life,” Gambari said. 
“We’ve been working toward this all year, 
and I’m glad it finally came. We’ve been 
through a lot of situations like that (being 
way down) all year. We stayed mentally 
tough, and that led us to the win. We 
picked it up on the defensive end. Defense 
fuels our offense. I’m going to remember 
everything about this season, the most 

amazing season of my life.”
Falcons sixth-year coach Bob Murphy, 

who brought home his second gold ball as 
coach for Woodlands (the school’s seventh 
overall) after also winning two with 
Poughkeepsie, said he wasn’t surprised to 
see his team come all the way back. 

“I think we’re just so quick. We can 
just get after people like no team I’ve had 
before,” Murphy said. “And we were down 
14 at their place, then came back and went 
up 17. I just wanted our kids to maintain 
their composure when we were down, 
because I knew we’d get our chance to 
make a run at them.”

The comeback was sparked by several 
factors, including Gambari heating up, 
and his teammates as well. Brandon 
Johnson’s long-range shooting was huge. 
Johnson nailed three big three-pointers in 

the second half, and finished 
with 16, including 13 second-
half points. 

The Falcons forced PV into 
19 turnovers, and were also 
able to at least slow down 
PV’s lethal trio of Coleman 
(19 points), Jelani Bell-Isaac 
(18 points, 16 rebounds) and 
Ryan Basso. 

“Jamil stepped it up, and 
our shooters got hot,” Murphy 
said of the comeback. 
“Brandon Johnson got hot, 
hit a few three’s. That’s what 
he does. He’s been missing at 
practice all week, but tonight 
he was ready.”

Murphy added that he 
wasn’t looking at the run, as 
much as how his team was 
climbing back in the game. 

“As a coach on the sideline, 
you’re not thinking about 
what the run is,” Murphy said. 
“You’re just trying to get them 
in a position where they can 
get back in it. When I saw we 
were down four, I looked at 
my assistant and said: ‘we’re 
back.’”

Woodlands advanced to the 
final thanks to a 51-44 victory 

over Rye Neck in the Class B semifinals 
the prior Monday at the County Center.

Woodlands appeared sluggish early on, 
and got out-rebounded and out-hustled 
early on. 

Rye Neck held a 23-20 lead at halftime, 
and carried a 32-29 advantage into the 
fourth quarter. 

But again the Falcons seemed to rise 
when they needed to, out-scoring Rye 
Neck 22-12 over the final 8:00 to seize the 
victory and a trip to the championship 
game.

Ross Joseph led Woodlands with 18 
points, Pierre Lys added 11, Johnson had 
eight, and Gambari finished with seven 

for the Falcons. Matt Franks led Rye Neck 
(16-5) with 17.

Woodlands was set to take on Section 9 
champion Spackenkill Tuesday at 7 p.m. 
at Mt. St. Mary’s College in Newburgh in 
the first round of regional competition. 
The winner advances to Friday’s regional 
finals, with that winner advancing to the 
NYS final four. 

WHITE PL AINS EX AMINER SPORTS

Woodlands Boys Ride Late Run vs. Tigers to Class B Title
Falcons Push Past Rye Neck to Advance to Final

SKIP PEARLMAN PhOTOS
The Woodlands boys hoist the golden ball after 
claiming the Class B championship Saturday at 
the Westchester County Center.

Brandon Johnson skies to the basket in semifinal 
win over Rye Neck.

Abdoulaye Sow of  Woodlands gets some air time in Saturday’s 
championship game win over Putnam Valley.

Ross Joseph (15) of  Woodlands gets inside in 
Class B semifinal against Rye Neck.

Jamil Gambari (10) soars to the hoop in semifinal 
win over Rye Neck. Gambari earned MVP honors 
in the championship game win over Put Valley.
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By Skip Pearlman
The Irvington High boy’s basketball 

team’s terrific season and 13-game 
winning streak all came to an end last 
Monday, as No. 4 Putnam Valley dropped 
a 69-45 bomb on the Bulldogs in a Class 
B semifinal at the Westchester County 

Center. 
The loss brought down the curtain on 

what has been an epic season of change 
for the Bulldogs, who went 7-13 just a 
season ago, but carried an 18-1 record and 
No. 1 seed into the semifinals.

The loss was a tough pill to swallow for 
Irvington, but coach Mike Auerbach was 
quick to point out all the team achieved 
this winter.

“It was tough to lose like that,” Auerbach 
admitted, “but I am so proud of how far 
we got as a team. We were the 16 seed 
last year and went 7-13 with basically the 
same team. The kids dedicated themselves 
to improving over the off season, and it 
paid off. We had one of the best seasons in 
Irvington history because of it.”

But Putnam Valley presented challenges 
the Bulldogs could not overcome – like 
Ryan Basso’s 29-point (seven three-
pointers), six-steal, three-assist effort, and 
Zach Coleman’s 20 points, five rebounds 
and three steals. Toss in the imposing 
Jelani Bell-Isaac, and it was just too much 
for Irvington to deal with.

“Ryan Basso hit seven three-pointers,” 

Auerbach said. “We tried to take away 
Bell-Isaac inside, and their point guard, 
but it’s tough to handle the third kid.”

Putnam Valley jumped out early and 
led 18-11 after one. A Bell-Isaac dunk 
with 3:48 left in the half sent a message, 
and gave the Tigers a 28-18 lead, and by 
halftime the cushion was 41-23.

Mike Macchia led Irvington with 
14 points, and was named to the All-
Tournament team. Jon Goldreich added 
10 points, Andrew Brennan chipped in 
with seven points and four assists, and 
Kevin Tierney (Irvington’s leading scorer 
all season with 15 PPG) was held to four 
points and seven rebounds. 

“They were more athletic,” Auerbach 
said of the Tigers. “We knew we needed 
to limit transition, fast breaks and points 
off turnovers, and we didn’t do a good job 
of that. And they got hot from the outside, 
too, so they had everything going. As well 
as they played, we would have needed a 
perfect game to win.”

Putnam Valley (18-4) was making 
its first appearance ever at the County 
Center, and went on to lose to Woodlands 
in the Class B final. 

The Bulldogs had it close in the second, 
cutting the gap to 20-18, but went in the 
wrong direction from there. 

 “We were in a decent spot in the second, 
down two,” Auerbach said. “But from 20-
18 we lost our composure a bit, and went 
down 12 or 13.”

WHITE PL AINS EX AMINER SPORTS
Irvington Boys’ Brilliant Season Derailed by Putnam Valley, 69-45
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Irvington’s Adrian Valdes floats to the basket in Class B semifinal loss.

Kevin Tierney of  Irvington shoots in loss to 
Putnam Valley.

Mike Macchia of  Irvington goes to the glass in 
Class B semifinal loss to Putnam Valley last week.

Jon Goldreich of  Irvington glides to the basket 
against Putnam Valley.

Irvington’s Andrew Brennan launches a shot in 
semifinal loss to Putnam Valley.
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