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• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
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www.euphoriakitchens.com
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Complete Design and Installation Services

The 17th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade was greeted Saturday afternoon, March 8, with bright sun and temperatures in the mid-fifties as White Plains turned out for the wearing of  the green. There were 
27 marching bands, many of  them featuring bagpipes, eight floats, Irish step dancers and community organizations from all over White Plains taking part in the annual tradition. Mary Helen Jordan was this 
year’s Grand Marshall. In the photo above, the White Plains Police Motorcycle unit fired things up with sirens, lights and revved-up engines. Later in the evening at Good Counsel Academy Nick Wolff, pictured 
in the inset photo, was honored at the Friendly Gathering, with the Sister Joan Haley Spirit of  Compassion Award for his many years of  work for the White Plains community. See page 8 for more parade photos.

Spring Weather and Irish Smiles at White Plains St. Pat’s Day Parade

By Jon Craig
School of the Holy Child is building 

upon its future with plans for a $7 million 
Field House, 400-seat theater and a 
specialized program in architecture, 
engineering and design.

The Catholic all-girls preparatory 
school, covering grades 5 to 12, is so 
popular that public officials in both Rye 
and Harrison claim ownership to it, 
although it’s physically located at 2225 
Westchester Avenue in the Town of 
Harrison. 

William C. Hambleton, head of the 
school, said, “It’s a great day in our 

history. Our new facilities will enable us 
to expand our innovative programs for 
the students of today and tomorrow.”

Alfred F. Kelly Jr., chairman of Holy 
Child’s Board of Trustees, said he met 
his wife at Holy Child during her senior 
prom in 1977. Kelly’s older girls are Holy 
Child graduates and a third is entering 
fifth grade next year.

“We have a long tradition of offering 
an outstanding, forward-thinking 
learning environment,’’ Kelly said. 

Deputy County Executive Kevin 
Plunkett, whose four daughters attended 

Harrison’s School of the Holy Child 
Builds Into Second Century

Greenburgh Citizens Form Watchdog Group
No Decision on Executive Deputy Fire Chief 

continued on page 2

By Jon Craig
A Citizens Watchdog Group is being 

formed in Greenburgh to monitor future 
meetings of the Fairview Board of Fire 
Commissioners.

The move to more closely watch the 
Greenburgh fire district’s spending and 
hiring decisions came after last week’s 
scheduled vote to create an executive 
deputy fire chief job costing about 
$160,000 was postponed until April 10. 

About 70 town residents packed a 
commissioners’ board meeting March 
4 at Fairview Fire House, many of 
them opposed to promoting one of the 
department’s four deputy chiefs while 

training to become the next chief. 
Commissioner Vikki Simmons, whose 

son Erik is the leading candidate for the 
promotion, spoke in favor of the position, 
saying it was legal to recreate it.

Fairview Fire Chief Anthony LoGuidice 
said he held a similar executive deputy 
chief job four years ago before becoming 
chief. He said there has been much 
misinformation about the proposed 
rotational change. LoGuidice told the five-
member Board of Fire Commissioners 
that he plans to retire within three years 
and wants someone in line to succeed 
him.

continued on page 12
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Harrison’s School of the Holy Child Builds Into Second Century
continued from page 1

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Holy Child, said, “I’m very honored to be 
here today.”

Plunkett called it his good fortune that 
County Executive Rob Astorino had just 
announced his race for governor and was 
traveling, giving him the opportunity 
to represent Westchester at Thursday’s 
groundbreaking ceremonies behind the 
school. 

“My affiliation goes back 25 years. 
Holy Child is a great asset of Westchester 
County. It means the institution is 
healthy and it means it’s going to be here 
a long time,” Plunkett added.

Harrison Mayor Ron Belmont, who 
was wearing a tie decorated with Holy 
Child’s mascot – Gryphons, called the 
event “absolutely wonderful. We’re going 
to redo Westchester Avenue.” 

Designed by Peter Gisolfi Associates 
of Hastings, who worked with the school 
to update its campus master plan, the 
22,000-square-foot Field House will 
include: a 9,700-square-foot gymnasium 
with two regulation-size basketball/
volleyball courts; bleacher seating 
suitable for tournament play; locker 
rooms for the home and visiting teams; 
office space for physical education staff 
and coaches; an athletic training room; 
a weight and fitness room; a dance  
and movement area; and a student 
commons area.

Significant improvements also are 

planned for the school’s Ross Field. 
After completion of the new Field 

House, the current multi-purpose 

gymnasium will be converted into 
theater space for music, dance and drama 
productions, liturgies and assemblies. 
The new 400-seat theater will include a 
full stage, state-of-the-art lighting and 
sound equipment, dressing rooms and 
wardrobe storage.

The project also calls for creation of 
the E.E. Ford Program in Architecture, 
Engineering and Design Workshop. It 
will enhance the hands-on application 
of science, technology, engineering, art 
and math education and will include a 
workshop for woodworking, computer-

assisted design, 3-D printing, circuit and 
architectural design. 

“Today’s groundbreaking marks the 
culmination of a multi-year planning 
process that evaluated the strengths of 
Holy Child and carefully considered 
the future program and curriculum,” 
said Domenick Ciaccia, who co-chaired 
the Capital Campaign Committee with 

former Trustee Joe Houlihan.
“With a state-of-the-art Field House 

and new theater, Holy Child will provide 
one of the most outstanding educational 
settings in the region, where students 
will continue to perform and compete at 
the highest level,” Ciaccia said. 

“We look forward to the day we cut the 
ribbon for the Field House and fill the 
seats in the new theater,’’ Kelly said.

Plunkett added, “We look forward to 
coming to the ribbon-cutting when Rob 
Astorino will either be the governor or 
the county executive.”

Completion of the Field House is 
expected October of this year and for the 
entire project Spring 2015.

The 110-year-old school is guided by 
the educational philosophy of Cornelia 
Connelly, the found of the Society of the 
Holy Child Jesus, and her dedication to 
the “joy in teaching and joy in learning.”

(L-r) Joseph B. Kennedy, Vice Chair of  the Board of  Trustees, School of  the Holy Child; Nadine E. Rote, 
Vice Chair of  the Board of  Trustees, School of  the Holy Child; Julie Killian, City of  Rye Councilwoman, 
Past Parent and Former Trustee, School of  the Holy Child; Ron Belmont, Town of  Harrison Supervisor/
Mayor; Kevin Plunkett, Deputy County Executive, Past Parent and Former Trustee, School of  the Holy 
Child; Domenick Ciaccia, Trustee and Capital Campaign Co-Chair, School of  the Holy Child; Alfred F. Kelly, 
Jr., Chairman of  the Board of  Trustees, School of  the Holy Child; William C. Hambleton, Ed.D., Head of  
School, School of  the Holy Child; Joe Houlihan, Former Trustee and Capital Campaign Co-Chair, School 
of  the Holy Child; School of  the Holy Child Student Government members, Elizabeth Hasfal ‘19, Carly 
Pace ‘14, and Kiernan Pagani ‘14.
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By Martin Wilbur, Pat Casey and Neal Rentz
Ending weeks of speculation, 

Westchester County Executive Rob 
Astorino announced his candidacy for 
governor last Wednesday to take on Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo in November.

The Mount Pleasant Republican, a 
Hawthorne resident, would be involved in 
a matchup of two Westchester candidates 
should he secure the Republican 
nomination. Cuomo lives in Chappaqua.

“I’m tired of listening to the fairy tale 
that everything is just great when it’s 

just the opposite,” Astorino said in his 
announcement. “I’m tired of watching 
New York’s decline. Living in New York 
shouldn’t sound like a prison sentence but 
that’s too often what you have today.”

In a more than six-minute video 
posted on his campaign website last week 
Astorino, 46, said he is running to change 
New York’s direction, including reversing 
the trend that sees it as the highest taxed 
state and having the worst business 
climate in the nation. 

Crushing expenses have forced more 
than 400,000 residents and countless 
businesses to flee New York in recent 
years to more affordable parts of the 
country, the largest exodus of any state.

Astorino cited his two victories as 
county executive in a predominately 
Democratic county as proof that his 
emphasis on lowering taxes resonates 
across party lines. Westchester also has 
the highest credit rating in the state, he 
said.

“If New York is winning, re-elect 
Andrew Cuomo, but if New York is 
losing, and the evidence says it is, we need 
to make a change,” Astorino said. “New 
York is number 1 in all the wrong things 
under this governor and we’re paying the 
price for it.”

With a pro-business and pro-economic 
development platform, Astorino criticized 
Cuomo for “demonizing gun owners” and 
said he will get rid of “Cuomo’s Common 
Core.” He also said he is a strong supporter 
of charter schools.

Cuomo has avoided making any 
public statements regarding Astorino 
or any other potential opponent. He 
reportedly will not address the issue until 
the Republicans have decided on their 
nominee.

Although the announcement came as 
no surprise, Astorino’s candidacy could 
force a Republican primary. While he is 
the first member of his party to formally 
declare, last week a CBS news report 
quoted Michael Cohen, senior counsel 
for real estate mogul Donald Trump, as 
saying the majority of GOP leaders are 
committed to a Trump candidacy because 
they believe he is the only one who could 
defeat Cuomo.

Meanwhile, local elected officials 
mainly broke along party lines in their 
reaction to Astorino’s entry into the 
gubernatorial race. Republicans and 
Democrats, however, agreed that the 
county executive would have an uphill 
fight to wrest the governor’s mansion 
from Cuomo.

Mount Pleasant Supervisor Joan 
Maybury, who served with Astorino for 
12 years on the town board, said she was 
“excited” about his entry into the race.

“Rob brings common sense and the 
ability to get the job done,” said Maybury, 
a Republican. “He has kept his promises 
to the electorate in Westchester--lowering 
the county tax bill, holding government 
accountable and encouraging business 
opportunities.”

She said Astorino must familiarize 
himself with residents outside of 
Westchester. 

“In order to win, Rob has to campaign 
tirelessly across the state and get his 
message and his personality out to 
residents across the state.” Maybury said.

New Castle Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein, a registered Democrat who 
won with Republican endorsement, said 
he wasn’t publicly criticizing or backing 
either candidate yet. However, with 
Astorino having served at the local level, 
he will be more familiar with the fiscal 
plight facing municipalities and school 
districts. 

Astorino also served on the Mount 
Pleasant Board of Education as a college 
student and later as a county legislator.

County Legislator Michael Smith 
(R-Greenburgh) said he enthusiastically 
supports Astorino’s candidacy. “I think 
the county executive could do for New 
York State what he did for the county,” 
Smith said. 

Michael Kaplowitz, chairman of  
the Board of Legislators, said he wasn’t 
surprised Astorino entered because 
it had been talked about for weeks. 
More than a year ago, Kaplowitz sided 
with Republicans, including Astorino 
on a controversial county budget  
but he is supporting Governor Cuomo 
nevertheless. 

Astorino Announces Run for Governor 
in Possible All Westchester Race
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County Executive Rob Astorino may have an uphill 
battle in opposing Gov. Cuomo this fall.
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Lights, Camera and More Action in Harrison As HBO Series Films at Police Headquarters
By Jon Craig

Fans of the hit television series “Lost” 
will be pleased to hear the show’s 
creator is filming a new series for HBO 
that includes public sets in the Town of 
Harrison.

“The Leftovers” takes place in the 
wake of a global “Rapture “and centers 
on the people who were left behind in a 
suburban community.

This Friday, a Warner Brothers 
Production crew will film from Harrison 
Police Headquarters on North Street 
(Route 127) just off the Hutchison River 
Parkway. To defray the inconvenience, a 
donation of $3,500 went to Police Chief 
Anthony Marraccini to be spent at his 
discretion.

The TV series, scheduled to air this 
summer, is based on the bestselling book 
by Tom Perrotta. It’s being produced by 
Damon Lindelof. The cast includes Justin 
Theroux (yes, Jennifer Aniston’s ex), Liv 
Tyler, Christopher Eccleston and Amanda 
Warren. 

“They’ve been filming extensively in 
town,’’ Harrison Mayor Ron Belmont said 
at Thursday’s regular meeting of the town 
and village board. “They’ve been filming 
here several months.”

And if you want to stay up-to-date, 
did you know that parts of “The Wolf 
of Wall Street” was filmed in Harrison 
office buildings? The “Leftover” television 

project marks the first time in recent 
memory that the filming will take place in 
public buildings. “We’ve had quite a few 
movies filmed in town,” Belmont boasted.

In other developments at the Town 
Board meeting, Glenn Dahar complained 
during a public hearing about continued 
noise at the Lake Street Quarry in West 
Harrison.

Dahar, who lives near the quarry, said 
his family has had to endure noise, dust, 
odors and other disturbances from the 
quarry-turned-compost and recycling 
center since 2000. “Can’t we put a stop 
to this and stop it at the source,’’ Dahar 
asked.

Town Trustee Stephen Malfitano, 

Supervisor Belmont and a town attorney 
told Dahar that Harrison is embroiled 
in active litigation against the quarry, 
so is limited in what could be discussed 
publicly.

“We’ll do what we can to remedy the 
situation,’’ Belmont said. “We’ll do what 
we can between the police department 
and building inspector. We’ll try to put an 
end to this.”

Dahar told town officials and the police 
chief, “I actually feel bad dragging a police 
officer into it.”

But Chief Marraccini encouraged 
Dahar to continue to complain about any 
suspected violations including middle-of-
the-night activity so that the town has a 

record of problems at the quarry.
Quarry owner Lawrence Berrengo has 

said his business has been operating since 
1922, a year before Harrison’s zoning laws 
were adopted, exempting it from most 
town regulations.

The village board, meanwhile, plans 
a public hearing in April on creating 
a landlord registry. Similar to ones in 
Mount Kisco and Port Chester, Belmont 
called it “well needed.” The mayor said 
during this rough winter it would have 
helped to know exactly who owned what 
rental properties when it came to clearing 
snow. 

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

Mayor Ron Belmont speaking at the recent Town 
Board meeting

The Harrison Police Station
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Eight Men Out, Mahopac District Suspends Eight Students After Racist Tweets
By David Propper

Eight students from the 
Mahopac school district had been 
suspended as of last Friday for 
racist tweets, leaving the school 
community under attack and on 
the defensive.

In an interview Friday 
afternoon, Superintendent 
Thomas Manko said after a 
thorough investigation, it was 
determined that eight students 
directed inappropriate and 
racist tweets towards the Mount 
Vernon basketball team and its 
fans following a tense Feb. 27 
playoff came between the two 
schools.

Originally, only three students 
were suspended, but Manko 
had previously stated more 
suspensions would be passed 
down, which occurred last 
week. None of the students were 
on the basketball team and the 
superintendent doesn’t foresee 
any additional students being 
suspended.

“I can’t say we’re done,” Manko said. 
“But I think we’re close to being done.”

Some of the abusive tweets included, 
“Tough loss boys (Mahopac), but at least 
we can talk to our dads about #Vernon” 
and  “Anyone else thinking: Where does 
Mount Vernon get the money to even 
have sports team.” More racially charged, 
another tweet read, “That’s why you 
shouldn’t let monkeys out of their zoo.”

Manko, on behalf of the entire school 
district, expressed deep regret for the 
“misbehavior and poor decision that 
some of our students made.” He went on 
to say the district is taking the actions 
of those students and other allegations 
seriously.  

While Manko couldn’t go into the 
specifics of the suspensions for the 
eight students, he did note suspensions 
typically range from 1-5 days and further 
punishment could be enforced. He also 
said the parents of those students have 
fully accepted the consequences handed 
down by the district.

“They know it was a poor choice, 
horrible choice,” he said. “They know 
what they did was wrong.”

At a press conference at Mount Vernon 
district headquarters Friday afternoon, 
interim Superintendent Judith Johnson 
didn’t mince words when criticizing 
the Mahopac boys basketball team 
and its fans. She sent a letter to New 
York Governor Andrew Cuomo and 
Commissioner of Education John King 
detailing alleged civil rights violation 
of bullying, cyberbullying and racial 
harassment.

Among racist remarks expressed 
on Twitter, Johnson also said it was 
confirmed a Confederate Flag was 
brought to the game and waved at one 

point. 
Last Thursday, there was a meeting 

with Mount Vernon and Mahopac 
school officials, and staff from both 
the governor’s office and education 
commissioner’s office.  Johnson said the 
Mount Vernon school district would 
be seeking sanctions against Mahopac, 
citing the Student Dignity Act created by 
New York.

Johnson also renewed her call to 
see the entire boys basketball program 
suspended for next season. During the 
press conference, Johnson said there is 
Mount Vernon student testimony that 
alleges racism directed at the Mount 
Vernon team. Johnson said Mount 
Vernon players heard racial slurs from 
Mahopac players during and after the 
game.

According to testimony from eight 
Mount Vernon players and a Mahopac 
parent not identified, a Mahopac player 
didn’t shake their hands and stated, 
“that none of you ugly gorillas deserve 
it.” Other racial slurs were allegedly said 
during and after the game, according to 
the players’ testimony.

Mount Vernon head coach Bob 
Cimmino said during the press 
conference that “the sportsmanship fell 
to an all-time low and the racial hatred 
that we all felt was disgusting.”

While pushing for a suspension, 
Johnson said she “had no idea” how many 
Mahopac players might have directed a 
racist taunt at Mount Vernon’s players.

Manko believes a year long suspension 
is excessive and said 35-40 people that 
attended the game were interviewed by 
Mahopac Athletic Director John Augusta 
including all three referees, workers at the 
scorer’s table, all the Mahopac coaches, 
and all of the Mahopac players and none 
of them heard racial slurs being used.

“We’re not saying that there weren’t 
such statements made by our players 
toward their players,” Manko said. “But 
we can’t corroborate them. You still have 
to have evidence.”

Manko also said some fans from Mount 
Vernon acted in an inappropriate manner 
toward Mahopac students, including  an 

instance where a Mahopac 
cheerleader was struck.

Johnson during the press 
conference rebuffed that, stating 
none of the Mount Vernon fans 
misbehaving were students and she 
can’t control the actions of adults.

There’s a plan for school 
administrators, school board 
members, both coaches, and 
representatives from student 
government to meet at some point 
in the near future. When asked if 
both teams might meet up, Johnson 
said it wasn’t being considered at 
this time.

While Johnson said punishment 
would carry the most weight to 
move forward, Manko said he wants 
to see his district move on. He also 
stressed the actions of “eight or so 
students do not define a student 
percent body.”

“99.99 percent of the students 
didn’t make poor choices, they made a  
good choice,” Manko said. “This 
isn’t who we are.”

Run, walk, or cheer in the fight  
against colorectal cancer.

Sunday, March 30, 2014
10AM-2PM

Manhattanville College 
Purchase, NY 

events.coloncancerchallenge.org

Run, walk, or cheer in the fight  
against colorectal cancer.

Sunday, March 30, 2014
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Purchase, NY 
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The Mahopac student section is under fire after the boys basketball team played Mount Vernon in a Feb. 27 contest at the 
Westchester County Center.
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Johns Hopkins’ Research Finds Nonprofit Sector Leads Westchester Job Growth
By Jon Craig

A study released Wednesday by 
Nonprofit Westchester and the Johns 
Hopkins Center for Civil Society Studies 
found that nonprofits are “a critical driver 
of Westchester’s economy,” comprising the 
largest and fastest-growing sector.        

The study, titled “Westchester County 
Nonprofits: A Major Economic Engine,” 
found that 53,987 people, or 13.6 percent, 
of the county’s total workforce were 
employed by nonprofits last year. That’s 
one out of every seven workers. 

Speaking at a news conference at 
Greenburgh Public Library, Lester M. 
Salamon, director of the Johns Hopkins 
Center for Civil Society Studies, told 
an audience of more than 100 leaders 
of nonprofit agencies they should feel 
empowered by the statistics. “You don’t get 
the respect you deserve. You don’t get the 
support you deserve,” Salamon said.

The nonprofit sector produced nearly 
$7 billion in revenues and paid about 
$3 billion in wages and compensation, 
including more than $400 million in 
federal, state and local taxes, according to 
the study.

Local government and retail trade 
make up the next two largest sectors of 
the workforce, with 49,096 and 48,144 
employees, respectively. 

The nonprofit sector also was the only 
source of overall private employment 

growth in the county during the recession. 
“You have been outdistancing for-profit 
and government sectors,” Salamon said. 

“We’ve always known that we provide 
many essential services and are critically 
important to the regional economy,” 
said Joanna Straub, executive director of 
Nonprofit Westchester. “With this study, 
we have concrete data that shows just how 
vital we are and how much we contribute 
to Westchester County.”

“We’re going to take this show on the 
road to change the mindset people have,’’ 
Straub told the audience of more than 100. 

The $15,000 study, funded by the 
Westchester Community Foundation, 
includes five major economic findings. 

At 53,987 workers, the county’s nonprofit 
sector employs more than retail, tourism, 
local government, construction, finance, 
and real estate or other industries. In fact, 
nonprofits employ more than six times as 
many workers than the county’s real estate 
and information technology fields, more 
than three times as many as the finance 
industry, and 10 percent more than local 
governments.

Health organizations, such as hospitals 
and nursing homes, were significant areas 
of employment in 2013 as were colleges 
and universities. Hospitals employed 
14,375 workers in the county last year, or 
27 percent of the nonprofit total, while 
nursing homes had 10,961 or 20 percent. 

Colleges and universities employed a total 
of 6,506 workers.

The nearly $10 billion in annual revenues 
and wages generated by nonprofits 
resulted in $311 million in federal taxes, 
$104 million in state income taxes and 
nearly $22 million in local income taxes, 
the study found.

The impact of nonprofits was just 
as significant looking back a decade, 
Salamon said. Between 2003 and 2013, 
nonprofit employment in Westchester 
County grew by 8.4 percent, adding 4,203 
jobs, particularly in health services and 
elementary and secondary education. 
Salamon said he assumes that the opening 
of new charter schools contributed to 
growth in the education employment 
totals. 

While salaries paid by nonprofit agencies 
typically lagged other employment sectors, 
the study found that wages were higher 
in fields where nonprofits where more 
competitive with other employers.

The Westchester Community 
Foundation said it funded the study 
because it is important to show the wide 
economic reach and impact of nonprofits.

“It’s important that organizations, 
governments and members of the 
public understand the true value of 
nonprofits in Westchester County,” said 
Catherine Marsh, executive director of 
the Westchester Community Foundation. 
“These results show that nonprofits are 
not only respected service providers, 
but also create a wide range of economic 
opportunities.”

For more details about Nonprofit 
Westchester or for a copy of the study, 
visit www.npwestchester.org or call  
914-332-6679. 

Lester M. Salamon at the Greenburgh Public 
Library presentation on nonprofit sector job 
growth.
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Video SEO Pro, White Plains

Knicks D-League Team Finds a Home at the Westchester County Center

By Pat Casey
By this time in a high-tech world, most 

companies know they must have an online 
presence to promote their businesses. 
What many business owners don’t realize, 
is how important it is to optimize their 
sites so potential customers can find them.

According to Westchester residents 
David Vogel and Neco Turkienicz, partners 
in a new venture called Video SEO Pro, the 

key to attracting new business online is 
Search Engine Optimization. Specifically, 
the goal is to get your company’s name 
onto the first page of Google whenever 
a potential customer searches for the 
product or service you offer.

To do this, Vogel and Turkienicz use 

video to optimize the message and they are 
so certain of their success in getting their 
customers’ information onto the first page 
of Google that they offer a money back 
guarantee if this feat is not accomplished 
within 90 days of the site going live.

Vogel and Turkienicz met about six 
years ago when their jobs intersected in 
New York. 

Vogel, born and raised 
in Westchester, had 
moved to Hollywood to 
pursue a career in film. 
He was involved with 
special effects for the Star 
Wars movies and later was 
involved in production and 
post-production work on music videos 
and TV commercials. He moved back 
east to New York City where he worked 
with ad agencies combining his creative 
knowledge of marketing, video editing and 
graphics production to make outstanding 
commercials.

Turkienicz, now lives in White Plains, 
but he hails from Brazil and Israel where 
he started in TV commercials 24 years 
ago. His work involved Sports TV and 
documentaries as well as advertising. 
When he moved to New York, he became 
involved in animation.

Being entrepreneurs at heart, and with 
a similar vision, they decided to combine 

their technical and creative skills in 2010 
and formed Sign Post Digital a signage 
company using TV screens for in-store 
video promotions as well as at airports, 
hotels and the like.

When Vogel received a phone call 
from his father saying he could not find 
Sign Post Digital online, he realized his 

customers probably could not 
find it as well. That’s when he 
began to optimize his site. 

When a client called because 
he had seen the digital signage 
video he had created for the site, 
Vogel realized the tremendous 
power of video as a marketing 
tool.

According to Video SEO Pro, marketing 
studies show that more than 80 percent of 
website viewers will leave a website if there 
is no video and 75 percent of Internet users 
will not go past the first page on Google to 
search for a product or service. “YouTube is 
the Number 2 search engine after Google,” 
said Turkienicz, “Google owns YouTube 
and gives preference to rich media like 
video, so just by having a link to a video 
you are 50 times more likely to be ranked 
on the first page of searches.”

The company creates two minute videos 
to bring traffic to their customers’ websites. 
The search engine optimization is built 
right into the video. And each video is 

clickable, meaning a customer can go 
directly to the website at any point while 
watching the video.

To make each production unique, the 
team meets with customers to determine 
the type of video that works best for them. 
Then either a studio or on-site filming 
date is set and the footage shot. Vogel 
and Turkienicz work with each client in 
advance so they know exactly how to move 
and what to say if they are participating 
in the video. Their many years of film 
production make this easy.

They also discuss their client’s product 
or service to determine what key search 
words should be used to optimize the 
video.

Vogel is convinced that video is the key 
to moving business in this day of smart 
phones and high-speed Internet access. 
“When a potential customer views a 
video, there is something intimate about 
the experience,” he says, recalling a story 
when an online boat seller had a customer 
drive hundreds of miles to purchase a boat 
because he had seen the seller’s video and 
decided he liked his approach to boating.

Vogel and Turkienicz have prepared a 
page at myvideoseopro.com/learn-more/ 
that explains how this video marketing 
tool works. Check it out. You can also view 
their website at www.myvideopro.com or 
call 914-368-9600 for more information.

By Albert Coqueran
On Thursday, March 6, the Westchester 

County Board of Legislators voted to 
approve a formal licensing agreement 
with the Madison Square Garden 
Company, which brought the NY Knicks-
affiliated NBA Developmental team to 
the Westchester County Center.

“This has all the makings of a 
tremendously successful and fun 
franchise. This community loves 
basketball, this is going to be an operation 
this community can be proud of,” said 
Dave Howard the President of MSG 
Sports in response to the approval by the 
BOL.

On Monday, Westchester County 
Executive Robert Astorino and Deputy 
County Executive Kevin Plunkett 
gathered with Dan Reed President, NBA 
Development League, former Knick Allan 
Houston, Assistant General Manager of 
the Knicks, who will preside as General 
Manager of the Knicks Development 
League Team, BOL Chairman Kaplowitz, 
White Plains Mayor Tom Roach, former 
Knick John Starks, Bill Boyce, MSG 
VP of Business and Sales Operations 
for the new Development team and 
Kathleen O’Connor, the Commissioner 
of Westchester Parks, to officially 
announce that the home of the NY 
Knicks new Development Team will  
be the Westchester County Center, in 
White Plains.

“It is a great day and it is a day that 
Westchester can be proud of to have 
professional basketball here at the 
Westchester County Center,” declared 
Astorino.

“We are very excited to bring a 
D-League team to Westchester County, 

“stated the new Knicks D-League GM 
Houston. “We are also very interested 
in solidifying our relationship with the 
community of Westchester. We intend 
to be very active in the community with 
community service and jobs,” announced 
Houston.

City of White Plains Mayor Roach 
said. “We are always very proud to have 
the County Center in White Plains and 
especially today, while bringing this 
quality level of professional basketball to 
our city.”

The Knicks D-League games will 
commence at the Westchester County 
Center in November 2014. The 24-game 
season will run through April, with the 
potential of playoff games also being 
played in April.

Season tickets are on sale at this time 
and fans can log onto NYKnicksDLeague.
com or call 212-465-6073 to leave a $100 
non-refundable deposit per seat to secure 
your seats for the upcoming season. 
Season tickets and Individual game 
tickets will start at $12.00 per game.

General Manager Houston also 
revealed an interesting aspect of the new 
Knicks D-League Team, which is that the 
fans will select the new name of the team. 
From now until March 24, fans can log 
onto NYKnicksDLeague.com to submit 
their suggestions and then vote for the 
name of the new Knicks D-League team 
at the Westchester County Center.

The home of  the new Ny Knicks Development League Team will be the Westchester County Center. As 
announced on Monday, by (l-r) Kathleen o’Connor, Commissioner of  Westchester Parks, Dan Reed 
President, Development League, Allan Houston, the GM of  the Knicks D-League Team, Westchester 
County Executive Robert Astorino and Board of  Legislators Chairman Michael Kaplowitz, at the 
Westchester County Center.

ALBERT CoquERAN PHoTo

SMALL NEWS 
IS BIG NEWS

Business
of the 
Week

Neco Turkienicz and David Vogel are partners in 
a new venture called Video SEo Pro.
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White Plains 
17th Annual  
St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade
Being Irish, even if only for one 

day, is big in White Plains. The 17th 
Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade kicks 
off a full day of celebration starting 
at noon that goes on until the late 
hours of Saturday night. Featuring 
its own version of an Irish quarter, 
the many food establishments along 
Mamaroneck Avenue, and some on 
the side streets, are owned by Irish 
families with many generations 
represented. Pints of Guinness and 
other Irish beer, corned beef with 
cabbage, lamb stew, Irish soda bread 
and Irish folk music rings throughout 
the air. It’s a fun day for everyone, and 
was made especially festive this year 
with bright sun and temperatures in 
the mid-fifties, which made it a great 
day for being outside.

Boy Scout Pack from our Lady of  Sorrows.

White Plains Public Safety 
Commissioner David Chong (right) 
with Kevin Poe.

Irish fare, a pint of  Guinness, live music and Step Dancing at Paddy 
Tighe’s in White Plains.

Pipers of  the Police Emerald Society of  Westchester.

White Plains Mayor Tom Roach.

The o’Rourke Irish Dancers. St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee Chair John Martin 
with one of  his children.

The White Plains St. Patrick’s Day Parade Aides to the Grand 
Marshall.

The Fire Department.

PAT CASEy PHoToS
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By Pat Casey
Phil Klay, a White Plains native, has 

published a compendium of short stories 
about the madness of war as related 
through the experiences of soldiers on the 
ground in Iraq.

The book, titled “Redeployment” and 
published by Penguin Press was released 
March 4. Klay began a tour of the country 
to promote his new book this week.

In an interview last Wednesday with 
The White Plains Examiner, Klay said 
he was happy to be remembered in the 
community where he grew up. 

Still young at age 30 today, Klay lived 
as a child in the Gedney neighborhood 
of White Plains, attending Ridgeway 
Elementary School, Highlands Middle 
School and then commuted by train every 
weekday from the White Plains Metro 
North Station to Regis High School in 
New York City. He went to church at Our 
Lady of Sorrows on Mamaroneck Avenue. 

Klay fondly remembers the places 
where he played with friends and the 
streets and parks he roamed as a kid. He 
now resides in Brooklyn and his family 
has since moved on to Boston, but White 
Plains is the city that holds his childhood 
memories, where he developed his roots.

Attending Dartmouth College in New 
Hampshire, Klay studied English and 

Creative Writing, and he signed up for 
Marine OCS (Officer Candidate School), 
which required several years of military 
commitment and eventually a 13-month 
deployment in Iraq.

Klay said he wanted to support his 
country, to do the right thing, to work to 
make things better.

As a Staff Officer –he was a First 
Lieutenant – Klay did not get first-hand 
experience on the front lines of the Iraq 
War, but he listened to the stories of those 
soldiers and Marines who did.

“The environment of war is so much 
more complicated than most people 
realize,” Klay said. “The extremes are 
so severe. No matter what policy you 
support, it is important that people think 
through the process of what they are 
asking when they determine war is the 
decision they want to make.”

Klay believes that most people have 
no idea about the extreme life and death 
situations presented by war and he is 
determined to try to get them to stop, 
take a good hard look and understand.

In “Redeployment” Klay retells the 
stories of Marines he interviewed. He 
kept notes during his time in Iraq, but he 
did not know he would turn these events 
into a book until he had returned home 
and had time to think through all the 
ramifications of his experience.

Klay writes often about being in a state 
of Orange Alert. “Soldiers are constantly 
in a state of Orange Alert,” he says. 
They are aware of everything around 
them, noticing every move, every noise, 
and every action because they are in a 
constant state of physical danger. They 

are responsible not only for their own 
welfare but for the welfare of the people 
they are protecting as well. When the 
alert rises to Red, then the immediate 
response is action. In most cases, because 
the situation is one of death or survival, 
the reaction is extreme.

For us, here at home, the constant is 
White Alert – no threat. But there can be 
sounds and actions that happen around 
us, which for a soldier used to being in 
a continual state of readiness, trigger the 
upgrade to Red and that is what makes 
it difficult to come home, because the 
response can be very inappropriate.

Klay witnessed the difficulty of soldiers 
in the field and then on their return home.

While the stories are all real, Klay says 
he did a lot of research to make certain 
his portrayals were realistic and accurate. 
The result is a poignant and moving book 
with a bold message.

“No matter whether you are pro a 
particular policy or not, when we ask 
people to go to war and when we consider 
the people we are fighting that war for, 
we must give thorough and vigorous 
thought to what that really means,” Klay 
concludes.

Reviews and portions of 
“Redeployment” are available for view 
and purchase on Amazon.com.

White Plains Native Pens A Series of Soldiers’ Tales
Asks Readers to Vigorously Think About What Going to War Really Means

Phil Klay, author of  “Redeployment.”
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Early on Sunday morning, March 10, 
about 115 citizen soldiers of the National 
Guard’s 1569th Transportation Company 
and their family members took part in a 
send off ceremony at Stewart Air National 
Guard Base in Newburgh for the unit’s 
mobilization and deployment in support 
of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Members of the 1569th Transportation 
Company, based at the Armed Forces 
Reserve Center in New Windsor, will 
provide heavy truck movement support 
for Coalition Forces in Afghanistan. The 
unit will complete its pre-deployment 
training at Fort Hood, Texas, before 
leaving for operations in Afghanistan. 
The mobilization and deployment of 
the 1569th Transportation Company is 
expected to last twelve months.

The notice informing the public of this 
send-off event is a stark reminder of world 
events that continue to put Americans 
into combat situations.

As Phil Klay advises in his new book 

“Redeployment,” no matter what your 
position on policy, “when we ask people 
to go to war and when we consider the 
people we are fighting that war for, we 
must give thorough and vigorous thought 
to what that really means.”

Behind every decision, there is a choice. 
After every decision there is an action. 
The power of what we say and what we 
do is extensive. It affects lives at all levels.

The decision to go to war affects the 
people who go to fight, those who stay 
at home and those who live in the land 
where the war is fought – both the enemy 
and as it often is with modern warfare, 
those we go to protect.

Similarly, and perhaps there is some 
stretch here, the words we chose to use, the 
way we speak them and their intent must 
also be well thought through, because 
they too have impact. This reference is to 
those students involved in the unfortunate 
incident at a Championship Basketball 
game a little over a week ago, where racist 

comments were exchanged.
For those who made the racist 

comments, the words may seem like little 
more than an ugly and unkind exchange, 
but the intent was to hurt. For those 
receiving the message, the affect can be 
brutal and extreme.

On both the large and small scales, 
people are affected by the decisions of 
others. If during war soldiers are in a 
constant state of Orange Alert, ready to 
take action when the alarm turns to Red, 
then what state of alert do students live 
in when bullying and racial slurs can be 
considered anywhere within the realm of 
normal?

If the Mount Vernon school officials 
had not said anything, then would 
nothing have been said? They should be 
supported by the larger community, and 
for the most part they are. Perhaps it’s 
time once again for all of us to give some 
serious and vigorous thought to those 
things we condone, usually silently.

also publishes 
 M E D I A

The Time to Give Vigorous Thought is Before, Not After a Decision

Obituaries
Joseph Pardus
Joseph Francis Pardus of White Plains 

and formerly of Torrington Conn., passed 
away March 8, at the age of 85. Joseph was 
born on May 7, 1928 in Torrington to the 
late Victoria (Buchor) and Steven Pardus. 
Joseph was a graduate and valedictorian 
of Torrington High School’s class of 1946 
and graduated from the University of 
Connecticut. Joseph was a member of 
the Elks Lodge 372 Old Timers and was 
employed for 21 years as a Manager for 
the State Unemployment Compensation 
Division of Connecticut. 

Joseph is survived by his partner 
Edward C. Chorley of White Plains, 
his brother Francis (Ingrid) Pardus 
of Torrington his nieces Jody (Brian) 
O’Connor of New Hampshire and Robyn 
(Jeff) Kirsch of Torrington and nephews 
Robert Leone of Bristol Conn., Anthony 
Leone of Torrington Carl, Kurt, Eric, Glen 
and Gary Carlson of Bristol and several 
grandnieces and grandnephews. Joseph 
is predeceased by his brother John Pardus 
who was killed in action in WW II and his 
sisters Ann Leone and Margaret Carlson. 
There will be a service Wednesday at 
2 p.m. at the mausoleum at St. Peters 
Cemetery in Torrington Conn. In lieu 
of flowers donations may be made in 
Joseph’s memory to the National Wildlife 
Federation, PO box 1582, Merrifield, Va., 
22116-1582.

Marilyn Boggi
Marilyn J. Boggi, 71 years old of White 

Plains, passed away on March 7. She was 
born on January 12, 1943 to Mildred 
(Cutts) Peene and John T. Peene.

Marilyn is survived by her husband of 
50 years, Michael Boggi Jr., along with 
her children Michele (Chris) Talbot of 
Hawley, Pa., Michael (Laura) Boggi III 
of White Plains, Robin (Andy) Sandor 

of North Salem, and Matthew (Michelle) 
Boggi of New Rochelle,. She is the loving 
grandmother of Katelyn, Emily, Hope, 
Tyler, Matthew and Alex. Marilyn is also 
survived by her sister Elizabeth Peene of 
White Plains.

In lieu of flowers donations may be 
made in Marilyn Boggi’s memory to 
Calvary Hospital, Bronx, New York.

John Beir
John W “Jack” Beir, a resident of White 

Plains, passed away on March 5at the age of 
90. He was born June 23, 1923 in New York 
City to the late Mildred Beir and William 
Sondheimer. Jack attended boarding 
school and military school before serving 
in the US Army during WW II as a tank 
commander and assisted in the liberation 
of Auschwitz concentration camp. In 1955 
he married Barbara Landauer Katz of 
Rochester and settled in Scarsdale where 
they raised their three children. Jack had a 
long career in the men’s clothing business 
as VP of Sales for The Grief Companies. 
Following his retirement and the passing 
of his wife, Jack married Ellen Haupt in 
1992 and moved to White Plains. Jack 
volunteered at White Plains Hospital for 
many years and attended history classes at 
SUNY Purchase. He was an avid golfer and 
member of Quaker Ridge Golf Club for 
56 years. He is survived by his wife Ellen 
Beir of White Plains and three children 
Linda Goslin and her husband Chuck of 
Brewster and their children Taylor and 
Kelsey, Jeffrey Beir and his wife Sarah 
of Winchester, MA and their children 
Andrew, Hannah and Rachel and Stephen 
Beir and his wife Jewel of Glen Allen, VA 
and their children Cameron and Landon. 
He also leaves step-sons Jamie Haupt of 
Colorado, Michael Haupt of New Jersey 
and Peter Haupt of Maryland and their 
families. Donations can be made to 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, 

"In loving memory of John William and 
Barbara Katz Beir."

Daniel Roher
Daniel S. Roher of White Plains, age 88, 

died March 5 after a period of declining 
health. Husband of Florence (Rodkinson), 
with whom he shared 63 years. Father to 
Deborah of New Bedford, Mass., Richard 
of Chappaqua, and Torin of West Linn, 
Ore. He is also survived by brothers 
Clarence (Cliff) of Pearl River and Robert 
(Bob) of the Bronx, daughters-in-law 
Susan and Lisa, grandchildren David and 
Natalie, many nieces and nephews, friends 
and protégés. After graduating from 
Baruch College in 1946, he worked as 
advertising manager for Channel Master 
Corp. in Ellenville, NY, then as campaign 
manager and administrative assistant to 
Congressman Joseph Y. Resnick, 1965-69. 
He then founded Roher Public Relations 
and served as its president until 1996. 
The family requests that donations in 
his memory be made to the Florence 
and Daniel S. Roher Scholarship Fund 
of Baruch College, CUNY, 55 Lexington 
Avenue, New York 10010.

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 

to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 

withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. Please 
refrain from personal attacks.  

Email letters to
pcasey@theexaminernews.com. 

The White Plains Examiner 
requires that all letter writers 

provide their name, address and
contact information. 

Letters Policy
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Police Blotter
White Plains Police Department

Suspended license. Alberto Alvarez, 
43, of 15 Osborne St., White Plains, was 
pulled over March 3 about 3 p.m. as he 
exited a parking garage at 100 Main St. 
Police said Alvarez’ rear brake light was 
out on his Jeep Cherokee. Police found 
that Alvarez was driving with a suspended 
license for failure to pay child support. He 
was ticketed for an insufficient taillight 
and aggravated unlicensed operation and 
released on $250 bail. 

Criminal possession of a controlled 
substance. Darrel E. Leak Jr., 30, of 90 
Manhattan Ave. Apt 1C, Greenburgh, 
was arrested at White Plains Hospital, 
41 East Post Road, at 8:15 p.m. March 
3. Nurses apparently found 44 knots of 
crack cocaine tied into Leak’s underwear. 

Outstanding warrants. Emily 
Velazquez, 30, of 30 Gray Place, Yonkers 
was arrested about 3 a.m. March 7 at the 
Central Motel, 444 Central Ave. after 
turning herself in to police by calling 911. 
Police confirmed a warrant for driving 
while intoxicated and one for criminal 
trespass. Police additionally ticketed her 
for possession of marijuana. She was 
released to the custody of Yonkers police. 

Disorderly conduct. Christian 
Chavez, 32, of 2 Brook Lane, Rye Brook, 
was arrested during a traffic stop at 300 
Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains. Chavez, 
the passenger in a car being impounded, 
became irate and combative, throwing a 
cup of coffee toward a police officer and 
a tow truck operator. He refused to cease 
shouting, police said.

Aggravated unlicensed operation. 
Jaclyn Ann Carlson, 26, of 50 Custis 
Ave., White Plains was stopped at 
Harlem Avenue and Fisher Lane about 
11 a.m. March 6. She was found to be 
driving with an expired registration 
and expired inspection sticker. Her car  
was impounded. She is due in court 
March 20. 

Burglary. Helen Wu, an attorney from 
Flushing, reported about noon on March 
6 that two former employees of the Cajun 
Café at Westchester Mall are suspected of 
breaking into the apartment of two café 
managers at 19 Chatterton Ave., White 
Plains. Stolen was a cash register and 
about $1,500 cash. The ex-employees 
had helped the managers move cash 
registers from the closed business to their 
apartment. 

Disorderly conduct. Tyron D. Bowen, 
27 of 86 DeKalb Ave. Apt. 3C, White 
Plains, was arrested outside the Black 
Bear Saloon, 166 Mamaroneck Ave. about 
1:11 a.m. March 7. As police arrived at the 
bar, they observed Bowen being removed 

by bouncers. He was yelling and cursing 
at one of the bouncers. He began cursing 
at police and after walking away, turned 
around and charged at one of the officers, 
police said. 

Greenburgh Police Department

Driving While Intoxicated/Second 
Offense: On Feb. 22, an unnamed man 
who was on his way to return a purse 
left in his car by a friend was stopped 
at the Chase Bank on Tarrytown Road 
by Officer Duffy. Upon approaching the 
vehicle, the officer detected a strong smell 
of alcohol. The driver told him that he’d 
been drinking that evening and had had 
his last drink an hour before. The officer 
gave the defendant several field sobriety 
tests, all of which he failed. The man was 
placed under arrest and processed at 
headquarters. A database check showed 
that the defendant had been convicted 
of DWI in 2006. The defendant’s friend 
gratefully retrieved her purse.

Bicycle Theft: On Feb. 11, Lou Klein, 
44, of 80 E. Hartsdale Avenue, Hartsdale, 
reported to police that his bicycle had 
been stolen from the bike rack in his 
apartment building. This was not the first 
time police had been summoned to the 
building due to a larceny charge. Police 
spoke to the building superintendent 
who told them that the front doors to the 
building were not secured. However, the 
lobby is under video surveillance and the 
superintendent told police that he would 
view the video to see if an intruder was 
caught on film. Officers canvassed the 
area but found no suspects or witnesses.

Public Drug Impairment: On Feb. 
21, police were called to Union Baptist 
Church at 31 Manhattan Ave., White 
Plains, to see about a woman behaving 
strangely in front of the building. Several 
patrol units were dispatched to the 
scene where a young woman was sitting. 
Because she appeared to be under the 
influence of narcotics, police asked her 
if she had used PCP (phencyclidine). She 
told them she had used that drug and 
police noted that she had white residue 
around her mouth at that time. She was 
transported to White Plains Hospital and 
later released with an appearance ticket. 

Man Down On Indian Trail: On Feb. 
22 about 3:55 p.m. Police received a report 
of a man lying in the road on Indian Trail 
at 206 Hillside Ave., White Plains. He 
was conscious but could not respond to 
questions or callouts. He was disoriented 
and appeared to be hallucinating. Officers 
determined that the man also seemed to 
be under the influence of phencyclidine, 
commonly known as PCP. He was 
transported to White Plains Hospital 
and was later issued a summons for the 
alleged violation. 

Grand Larceny: On Feb. 24, Renne 
B. Gargano 59, was the victim of a 
backpack snatching while shopping at 
the Loehmanns Store, 29 Tarrytown 
Road, White Plains. Gargano’s black 
Prada backpack, emptied of her car keys, 
cell phone and about $100 in cash, was 
found shortly afterward in the woman’s 
restroom of the White Plains Bowl by 
an employee. Gargano’s wallet was found 
intact in the backpack, which is how 
police identified her. 

Meanwhile, a Loehmanns’ security 
officer saw on store video footage, a heavy-
set black female wearing a dark jacket, 
an orange wool hat and black sneakers 
with pink under soles enter the premises 
carrying nothing. The video showed 
the suspect leaving the store shortly 
afterward carrying a black backpack 
under her arm. The security officer told 
police that she thought she recognized 
the suspect as one of the Loehmann’s 
“Going Out of Business” sign holders 
stationed on Tarrytown Road. A police 
officer approached a woman matching 
the description on Tarrytown Road and 
asked about the theft. The suspect told 
officers that she had stolen the backpack 
in Loehmann’s and then dumped the 
keys, cell phone at White Plains Bowl. 
The suspect was booked without incident 
and held for arraignment. 

Vehicles Damaged: Lissette Depina, 
28 of 63 Rosemont Avenue, White Plains 
reported to police on Feb. 26 that two of 
her vehicles had been damaged. One of 
the cars, a 2010 Black Acura was parked 
on Riverdale Avenue near her driveway. 
The second vehicle, a 2009 Volkswagen 
Jetta was parked in her driveway. Both 
cars had been sprayed with a gel-like 
liquid believed to be paint thinner. 
Depina told police she knew of no 
possible suspects or motive. 

Stolen Purse: On Feb. 26, Kathleen 
Madigan 48, of 1001 Central Avenue, 
Scarsdale reported that her purse had 
been stolen from her car while parked in 
the Planet Fitness lot. She told police that 
the rear driver’s side window had been 
smashed to get at the purse. She reported 
her debit and credit cards stolen and 
had them cancelled immediately. There 
were no fingerprints and it was unknown 
whether video surveillance covered 
the area where Madigan had parked. A 
search of the area did not turn up the 
purse. A report was filed and the victim 
was advised to contact her insurance 
company. 

Multiple Burglary Victims, One 
Address: On Feb. 26, Maureen Hart of 
119 E. Hartsdale Avenue in Hartsdale 
reported a burglary to police. Upon 
returning from work, Hart found her 
apartment ransacked and pieces of 
jewelry and other valuables had been 

taken. It appeared that the burglar got 
into the apartment via the fire escape 
and left via the front door. Also on Feb. 
26, Julie Montaruli, a resident in the 
same building, told officers that her 
apartment had been burgled during her 
workday. The same officers responding 
to the burglary in Apt. 7B also responded 
to the burglary of  Montaruli’s ground 
floor abode. It appears that the front 
door was the entry and exit point for the 
perpetrator, police said. Andrew Lee, 30, 
was also a victim of the 119 E. Hartsdale 
burglar on Feb. 27. Sometime between 
Feb. 26 and Feb. 27, an intruder entered 
Lee’s apartment via the fire escape 
through an unlocked bedroom window. 
Lee told police that about $26 in cash 
was missing. Police officers spoke with 
the building superintendent, Anthony 
Colabito. He told police that he would 
give them a copy of the lobby video as 
soon as he could. The case remains open. 

Attempted Shoplifting: On Feb. 27, 
Kmart security officer Jasmine Jennings 
called police to report a robbery. Upon 
arrival, Jennings told police that the 
suspect, Kevin Randal Taylor was being 
held for attempted robbery. Jennings 
recounted that Taylor was observed via 
video surveillance in the electronics 
department, trying to cut open a 
carton with a box cutter. When security 
apprehended him, he was holding a 
plastic bag, and the box cutter with 
bloodied hands. He walked out of the 
store and was then stopped by Jennings 
and three other security personnel. 
Taylor became combative and when it 
appeared that he was reaching into his 
right front pocket for the box cutter, 
Jennings and security personnel Floyd 
Petite, Daryl Hayes and Mark Hall 
subdued the suspect. During the melee, 
Jennings received a minor abrasion on 
her left hand. They then handcuffed 
him and took him to the Kmart security 
office. Greenburgh police helped store 
security gather evidence, along with the 
video surveillance tape and took the 
suspect into custody. Jennings gave her 
statement later at the Greenburgh police 
headquarters. The suspect was held for 
arraignment. 
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Please join the 
To w n / V i l l a g e 
of Harrison by 
coming out to 
show your support 
for this years 
“Spring Spruce-
Up” event. On 
Saturday, March 
22 and Sunday, 
March 23, we 

will be tidying up our roadways, parks, 
wooded areas and streams. Target areas 
in Downtown Harrison include Ma Riis 
Park, Veteran’s Park, the stream behind 
LMK Middle School, Beaver Swamp 
Brook Corridor, and West Street (in the 
vicinity of the I-95 Bridge). Target areas 
in West Harrison include the Boulevard, 
various locations around Silver Lake 
and Underhill Avenue, and the Village 
Green. Feel free to contact the Mayor’s 
Office with additional areas that may 
need attention. Clean up crew leaders 
will be at all locations and will provide 

lawn bags and instructions for sprucing 
up. Come full of energy and prepared to 
make a difference. For more information 
or to volunteer, please call Supervisor/
Mayor Belmont at 914-670-3009 or visit 
the Supervisor/Mayor’s Office at Town 
Hall. Take pride in Harrison’s appearance 
and pitch in!

As many of you are well 
aware, this has been the 
coldest winter within the 
past 10 years. Recently I have 
been contacted by the New 
York Power Authority in an 
effort to inform Harrison 
residents about energy saving measures 
that can lower energy costs. As I have 
mentioned in past columns, this year’s 
exceptionally low temperatures have 
yielded higher energy usage in our 
region. The U.S. Department of Energy 
website provides useful information on 
energy saving practices and on ways to 
lower electric bills. For information on 
how to save energy and save money, 

please visit NYPA at www.energy.gov/
energysaver/energy-saver.

Recently, I had the pleasure of 
attending the Pet Rescue Gala. This 
organization, located in Harrison, serves 
the needs of abandoned and neglected 
dogs and cats. The animals are fostered 

by volunteers, provided with 
veterinary care and placed 
in permanent homes.  Pet 
Rescue also has a spay/neuter 
program. The Gala was a 
lovely event with wonderful 
food and warm conversation. 
Congratulations to the 

volunteers and staff for creating a top-
shelf event for this very worthwhile 
establishment.

On Saturday, March 22, United Way of 
Westchester and Putnam, in partnership 
with the Westchester Financial 
Education Alliance, will be facilitating 
Financial Education Day at Westchester 
Community College. This conference 
will provide financial information, 

through various workshops, designed 
to assist residents with investing, 
budgeting, and managing credit and 
debt. For more information, visit  www.
mysunywcc.org/fed .

In closing, I would like to congratulate 
School of the Holy Child.  Last week, 
I had the honor of attending their 
Groundbreaking Ceremony for a new 
field house, athletic facility, theater and 
workshop. The education that Holy Child 
provides for their students is impressive 
and I am certain that these facilities will 
ensure that the school remains a premier 
establishment in our community,

The next “Lunch with the Mayor” 
is on Friday, March 14 and I will be 
at Fuji Sushi, located at 216 Harrison 
Avenue. On Friday, March 21I will be 
at the café at Life Time Fitness, located 
at 1 Westchester Park Drive in West 
Harrison. I will be at these locations 
from 12:30 to 1:30 and look forward to 
meeting with residents and talking about 
issues facing our community. 

Each child is a unique learner. Some 
may have challenges with academic skills 
and organization, which prevent them 
from getting the grades they deserve. 
This can lead to poor self-confidence and 
lack of motivation.   

Dr. Mitchell Samet and Marcella 
Moran founded Hudson Learning Lab 
as an alternative to traditional tutoring 
centers, which rely on subject-area 
specialists (study buddy) or a “one size 
fits all” system. To create a more options, 
they custom-designed interventions 
based on a child’s specific learning 
profile and needs. Each child receives a 
customized learning program utilizing 
scientifically based interventions and 

learning strategies, and progress is 
monitored continually for optimal 
results.

Dr. Samet is a school psychologist, 
educational psychology professor, 
and NYS licensed psychologist in 
private practice. He has over 25 years 
of experience working with children, 
adolescents, young adults, and families. 
Marcella Moran, MA, LMHC is a 
licensed psychotherapist who works with 
families to develop positive strategies 
for students who are disorganized. 
She is the co-author of “Organizing 
the Disorganized Child” along with 
internationally renowned Neurologist, 
Dr. Martin Kutscher.

Hudson Learning Lab begins with a 
comprehensive intake in which parents 
meet with the directors to review prior 
test results, teacher comments and 
school records and discuss a variety of 
customized interventions available to 
help their children achieve optimally. 
Educational screening is also available 
to help clarify each student’s strengths/
challenges and identify their learning 
style.

Hudson Learning Lab’s specialists 
are certified master teachers with 
expertise in special education, time 
management, organizational coaching, 
writing, subject area specializations, 
mathematics, and literacy. They provide 

effective interventions for students 
with a variety of academic challenges 
including mild learning delays, Learning 
Disabilities, ADHD, organizational 
challenges, Dyslexia, ASD, language and 
auditory delays, including phonics and 
decoding, reading strategies, math skills, 
essay writing skills, executive function 
coaching, time management, test taking 
strategies, homework skills, learning 
strategies, virtual resource room, online 
sessions, and subject-area specialists.

Hudson Learning Lab has locations 
in Hartsdale, Pleasantville, Rye and 
Yorktown. For more information visit 
www.hudsonlearninglab.com or call 
914-579-2224.

From the Harrison Mayor and Town Hall, March 10, 2014

Hudson Learning Lab Provides Alternative to Traditional Tutoring

Ron Belmont, Supervisor/
Mayor of  Harrison Guest 

Column

Greenburgh Citizens Form Watchdog Group
continued from page 1

The fire commissioners informally 
approved recreation of the new job in 
December by a 4-1 vote. 

But Commissioner Michael Cotter 
vigorously opposes it saying the fire 
district could not afford it based on the 
high tax rate. Cotter is heading up the 
new Citizens Watchdog group. 

Milt Hoffman was among the many 
residents who spoke in opposition to 
Simmons and Chief LoGuidice, saying 
that if he retired any of the four deputy 
chiefs could step into his job or, better still, 
the commissioners should agree to have 
only one chief for the three Greenburgh 
independent fire departments. Many 
residents of the Fairview Fire District are 
upset by successive tax rate increases of 
4.23, 6 and 5.7 percent, and the fact that 
the annual budget has climbed in three 
years by $1.5 million to $12.4 million.

After about two hours, Commissioner 

Simmons announced no vote would be 
taken at this time. 

Blasé Spinozzi, president of the 
Hilltop Farms Civic Association, called 
the promotion plan “a bit ludicrous. To 
pay someone $130,000 to upwards of 
$200,000 a year to train for a promotional 
job, I don’t believe is in the best interest 
of the taxpayers.  My hope is after 
hearing the loud comments of the folks 
present at the meeting, that the board 
will reconsider their plan and perhaps 
devise a plan that’s less expensive, while 
not compromising the safety of the 
firefighters and the community.”

Another town resident, Cleo Oliver, 
later said in an email, “I was not able to 
attend the meeting last night but object to 
the proposal of the Fire Commissioners. 
As President of the Hillside/Wyndover 
Civic Association and also a member of 
the unincorporated area of Greenburgh 

(Fairview Fire District) I agree with Mr. 
Spinozzi.” 

“I wonder what the Fire 
Commissioners are thinking to propose 
such an outrageous position,” Oliver 
said.  “I speak as a senior, taxpayer and 
resident,  who can hardly keep up with 
the taxes we pay now. This is an insult to 
the entire Fairview community.”

The Fairview Fire District is 
independent of the Town of Greenburgh, 
which also collects property taxes for 
municipal services. The fire district tax 
bill is included with the town tax bill 
since the town is the collection agent. 

Greenburgh Supervisor Paul Feiner 
also has said he is opposed to the new 
fire district post.

Fairview, with an annual budget of 
$12.5 million, is the largest of three fire 
districts that protect the unincorporated 
parts of Greenburgh. It covers 5.5 square 

miles from Valhalla to the north, the 
city of White Plains and a Metro North 
railroad yard to the east and the Hartsdale 
Fire District to the south. The Villages of 
Arsdley and Elmsford border Fairview 
to the west. (The other fire districts 
within Greenburgh are Greenville and 
Hartsdale. They have budgets of $11 
million and $8 million, respectively.)
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The Home Guru has been away for a 
couple of weeks. 

The announced reason was that I was 
enjoying some well-deserved vacation 
after five years of never missing a single 
deadline, but really, I just needed to stop.

I just needed to pull the emergency 
cord on practically everything that goes 
with holding house and home – and head 
and heart – together because I had a real 
emergency. 

It all started when I got involved with a 
community issue that was highly charged 
and polarizing. I took a position and 
utilized this column, in retrospect not 
the best venue, to engage readers and to 
express my views on the matter, using a 
metaphor unthinkingly that caused quite 
a ruckus. Some community members on 
the other side of the issue, some of them 
friends, became upset with me, some 
saying so quite pointedly in the press. 

While I stand firm in my beliefs about 
the issue, to anyone I may have offended 
in expressing them, I say here that if I were 
to write that column again, I would choose 
my words more carefully, respecting the 
beliefs of others at the same time. 

I am the kind of guy who likes to be 
liked by everybody and this bout of being 
criticized harshly and publicly took its 
toll. Added to an already hectic lifestyle of 

a two-track career, for 
the first time ever, I felt 
a compelling need to 
put on the brakes and 
just STOP. 

I stopped making 
my bed, remembering 
how I once wrote 
an article based on 
some ridiculous 
study claiming that 
making your bed in 
the morning augured 
a better day, all day, 
much like eating an 
apple to keep the 
doctor away.

I stopped my 
obsessive dieting, my 
lifelong curse, and 
stopped getting on that 
damned scale at least twice a day. After 
the first week, I was feeling paunchy but 
calmer and sleeping better. 

I stopped shaving, exposing what I’d 
look like if I let my real hair color show 
and terrifying my wife that I’d soon let 
myself become Willie Nelson.

I stopped hanging my clothes by color 
code in the closet, after having written 
about the system my wife had developed 
for me. In fact, I stopped hanging my 

clothes at all and for good 
measure, just let them drop to 
the floor in my dressing room.

I stopped putting the toilet 
seat down, reminding myself of 
that article I wrote about toilet 
history and etiquette that pulled 
more response than any other I 
had ever done.

I stopped setting the alarm 
on my iPhone and didn’t get up 
every morning at my usual 5 a.m.

I stopped cleaning after myself 
in the kitchen.  

I didn’t take the garbage out on 
Thursday.

I didn’t read the newspaper.
I stopped answering the phone 

just because it rang.
I stopped checking emails and 

texts every few seconds. 
I just stopped.
After two weeks of my retreat from the 

rat race of deadlines, pacing and racing, I 
had transformed from The Home Guru to 
The Home Slob. The riot of my summer 
garden had withered on winter vines and 
my mind had grown totally still. 

One recent morning, oddly the 
morning of the public hearing on the 
controversial issue, I awoke at 5 a.m. with 
just one thought in my head that hadn’t 

popped there since a time in my younger 
years when I worked a spiritual program: 
“Be still and know I am God.”

I didn’t invite it in. It was just there. I 
had cleared away the wreckage of the pile-
up that too busy a life had created. I had 
wiped the slate clean by doing nothing. I 
was restored.

I made my bed, showered, shaved, had 
breakfast with my wife, really listened to 
what she was saying, opened the weekly 
paper, missed seeing my familiar column 
and got ready to go back to work.

During this period away, I learned 
that nobody has to live up to their own 
expectations of being the perfect Home 
Guru either at home or away from it.

Every once in a while, I guess you just 
have to stop to get started again.

The Home Guru is back.  
Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 

with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester www.PrimaveraPR.
com,) specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. Primavera’s real estate 
site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and 
his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

By Pat Casey
Marking his 50th anniversary as a 

Blues recording artist, John Hammond 
is on tour with his newly released album 
“Timeless.” With show dates in Florida, 
Canada, Arizona, Washington, DC, and 
New York City, Hammond takes his 
tour for one night to the White Plains 
Performing Arts Center (WPPAC) on 
Saturday, March 29 at 8 p.m.

Hammond usually plays acoustically 
with a guitar and harmonica, and sings in 
a barrelhouse style. 

Born in New York City in 1942, 
Hammond made his musical debut 
in 1962 at the age of 20 on  Vanguard 
Records. In the 1990s he began recording 
on the Point Blank Records label. With his 
latest release of Timeless on January 21, 
2014, he has made 34 albums. 

Hammond earned one  Grammy 

Award in 1985 for his performance 
on  Blues Explosion, a compilation 
from the Montreux Jazz Festival also 
featuring  Stevie Ray Vaughan, Koko 
Taylor and others. He has been nominated 
for four other Grammies, the most recent 
in 2010 for Best Traditional Blues for 
“Rough and Tough” released in 2009.

In 2011 he was inducted into the Blues 
Hall of Fame of the Blues Foundation and 
in 2012 was an inductee into the New 
York Blues Hall of Fame. 

It has been said in music industry 
reports that Hammond enjoys a strong 
fan base and has earned respect from 
the likes of  John Lee Hooker,  Roosevelt 
Sykes,  Duane Allman,  Willy 
Deville,  Robbie Robertson  and  Charlie 
Musselwhite, all of whom have 
contributed their musical talents to 
Hammond’s records. In addition, there is 

a story that Hammond is the only person 
who ever had both Eric Clapton and Jimi 
Hendrix  in his band at the same time, if 
only for five days in the 1960s when he 
played  The Gaslight Cafe  in  New York 
City.  To his regret, they never recorded 
together. 

Hammond comes to WPPAC at the 
invite of White Plains resident Richard 
Cirulli who also brought comedy to the 
WPPAC and hopes to do more in the 
music genre with WPPAC in the future. 

An associate of Cirulli’s, Abdur Rahim, 
a newcomer to White Plains is sponsoring 
this Blues event.

Tickets range from $25 for the last two 
rows, $35 for general seating, and $55 for 
show and post show reception. 

For more information and to order 
tickets visit www.wppac.com or call  
914-328-1600.

What To Do When Things Get Tough on the Home Front: Nothing

Blues Artist John Hammond Makes White Plains Debut March 29th

John Hammond
PHoTo CouRTESy oF THE RoSEBuD AGENCy.

Macy’s has identified White Plains’ 
newest park, dedicated last fall and 
located at the corner of Mamaroneck 
and Bryant avenues as a “Heart Your 
Park” program recipient. The program is 
part of Macy’s “Secret Garden” campaign 
that aims to raise awareness and dollars 
for local parks across the country. 

From March 7 to 31, customers at the 
Macy’s Galleria Store in White Plains can 
donate one dollar or more at the register, 
with 100 percent of the donations 

benefiting Bryant-Mamaroneck Park. 
To further spread the love, Macy’s 

will match the total customer donation 
across all stores, dollar for dollar, up to 
$250,000 in total.

In partnership with the National 
Recreation and Park Association 
(NRPA), the national non-profit 
organization dedicated to the 
advancement of community parks, 
recreation and conservation, Macy’s 
stores across the country have each 

selected a local park or green space in 
their community to support through 
the program. Donations will go 
toward making improvements, such as 
maintaining trails, playgrounds, and ball 
fields, and everything in between. 

“We are thrilled to partner with Macy’s 
and NRPA for ‘Heart Your Park’ this 
spring,” said Wayne Bass, Commissioner 
of the White Plains Recreation and 
Parks Department. “Through this 
wonderful program and donations by 

Macy’s customers, we are excited about 
the increased awareness and additional 
funding for Bryant-Mamaroneck 
Park. This park is a great asset to the 
community, and we greatly appreciate 
Macy’s support.”

Bryant –Mamaroneck Park is an 8.93-
acre circular trail-way park. The half-
mile rugged looped trail is open all year 
from dawn to dusk and is perfect for 
hiking and exploring nature. 

White Plains, Bryant/Mamaroneck Park Recognized as “Secret Garden” 
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adoption
Unplanned pregnancy? Caring 
local licensed adoption agency provides 
financial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Habla 
Espanol.  Call Joy  1-914-939-1180 or con-
fidential email: Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

adoption- Creative, married couple ready 
to be parents. We'll care about you and 
love your baby unconditionally. Mary & 
Mike 917-837-5696, marymikeadopt@
gmail.com Expenses Paid. Legal. Confi-
dential.

auctions
aUcTIOn cHeMUng cOUnTy 
real prOperTy TaX FOreclO-
SUreS. 150+ Properties, Wednesday, 
March 26 @ 11AM. Holiday Inn, Elmira, 
NY. 800-243-0061 HAR, Inc. & AAR, Inc. 
Free brochure: www.NYSAUCTIONS.
com

Buy or sell at aarauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 

Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

divorcE
dIVOrce $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Includes poor person 
application/waives government fees, if ap-
proved. One signature required. Separa-
tion agreements available. Make Divorce 
Easy - 518-274-0380.

For salE
privacy Hedges- SPRING Blowout Sale 6' 
Arborvitae (cedar) Regular $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HElp WantEd
aIrlIne careerS begin here! Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial aid for 
qualified students Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

FOreMen to lead utility field crews. 
Outdoor physical work, many positions, 
paid training, $20/ hr. plus weekly per-
formance bonuses after promotion, living 
allowance when traveling, company truck 
and benefits. Must have strong leadership 
skills, good driving history, and be able to 
travel in New York and nearby NE States. 
Email resume to Recruiter4@osmose.com 
or apply online at Www.OsmoseUtilities.
com EOE M/F/D/V

HomE improvEmEnt
HaS yOUr BUIldIng SHIFTed Or 
SeTTled? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

land For salE
lender Ordered Sale! 5 acres- 
POND - $29,900 10 acres- STREAM - 
$39,900 Gorgeous So Tier hilltop setting! 
Views, fields, State Land! Lender terms! 
888-905-8847 newyorklandandlakes.com

lITTle FallS ny area- 59.9 acres, 
field, woods, views 1,009 ft on NYS rt5 
$58,000. 17.9 acres fields, woods, views 
$33,000 Owner financing www.helderber-
grealty.com CALL: 518-861-6541

neW yOrK land WanTed. Farms, 
Farmland, Timberland wanted! We have 
local, national and international buyers! 
New York Land Quest Northern Division 
877-236-1117 Southern Division 877-
257-0617 nylandquest.com

miscEllanEous
SaWMIllS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

mortgagEs
ready TO BUy a HOMe? We are 
ready to help. The State of NY Mortgage 
agency offers up to $15,000 down pay-
ment assistance. www.sonyma.org. 1-800-
382-HOME(4663).

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

scHools
HIgH ScHOOl dIplOMa FrOM 
HOMe. 6 - 8 weeks. ACCREDITED. 
Get a Diploma. Get A Job! No Computer 
Needed. FREE Brochure. 1-800-264-8330. 
Benjamin Franklin HS
www.diplomafromhome.com

vacation rEntals
Ocean cITy, Maryland. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WantEd
MOST caSH paId FOr paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. pleaSe call aarOn aT
914-654-1683

caSH for coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

WanTed: Pre-1975 Politial, military, 
gangster, comic books & sports memo-
rabilia & original art !  Large lots, rare & 
unusual.  Collector/Investor, paying cash. 
Call Mike: (800)273-0312, mikecarbo@
gmail.com

 Reverse Mortgages
 D r a w  a l l  e l i g i b l e  c a s h  o u t  o f   D r a w  a l l  e l i g i b l e  c a s h  o u t  o f  
 y o u r  h o m e  a n d  m a k e  n o   y o u r  h o m e  a n d  m a k e  n o  
 m o r t g a g e  p a y m e n t s  E V E R ! m o r t g a g e  p a y m e n t s  E V E R !

 CALL 1-888-660-3033 TODAY TO  CALL 1-888-660-3033 TODAY TO 
 SEE HOW MUCH YOU QUALIFY FOR SEE HOW MUCH YOU QUALIFY FOR

 and for a FREE 27 page catalog! and for a FREE 27 page catalog!

 Al l  Is land Mortgage
 A Leader in Reverse Mortgages Serving all of Florida & New York!
 496 Route 347, Suite 308 •   Smithtown, NY 11787

 • No change in
    ownership. You retain  
    the title
 • No income or credit
    requirements
 • Must be 62 or older!
 • SAFE, SIMPLE &
    SECURE
 • Allows homeowners
    to live in their home
 • FHA gov’t insured
 • TAX FREE CASHNMLS # 3740

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

Over 500 Vacation Homes, 
from Duck to Corolla, 

Oceanfront to Soundfront, 
Private Pools, Hot Tubs, 

Pets and More…

rindley
each

V A C A T I O N S   &   S A L E S

Book Online at  www.brindleybeach.com
1-877-642-3224

“ S E R V I C E   F I R S T…   F U N  A LWAY S ! ”

Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!

HH LAND BARGAINS! HH
Rare! Berkshire County homesite, minutes to Jacob's
Pillow, Tanglewood, & Lee Outlets. Perfect for your custom

home!  2.7 AC - now only $29,900
MA/NY Border! Hardwoods, stone walls & nice view.

Driveway in!  26 AC - now only $69,900
Excellent Financing! Call 781-789-8918

To Place a 
Classified Ad 

call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline

 is Thursdays at 5pm for 
the next week’s publication
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, March 11
Art Talk: Watercolor Portraits. 2 

p.m. Jeanine Primm-Jones of  “Art Is 
Therapeutic”  will demonstrate how she 
turns photographs into wonderful, one of 
a kind, watercolor portraits. Her work is 
currently part of a group show on exhibit 
in the Howard & Ruth Jacobs Family 
Gallery until March 14th. Greenburgh 
Public Library, 300 Tarrytown Road, 
Elmsford. Call: 914-721-8233 for more 
information.  

Tuesdays at Dorry’s. Richard Eldridge 
describes himself as a life-long man of 
education, having started at age four in 
Virginia and subsequently never missed 
a year of learning, even now at the age 
of 73.  He has taught seventh grade 
through masters-degree courses, in exotic 
places like Japan and the penitentiary 
in Baltimore; and helped begin the 
grade school that, for its time, was the 
greenest school in America. He has been 
a life-long promoter  of racial equality, 
and got his Ph.D. in Black American 
literature.  Currently Richard volunteers 
at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Freedom 
Library at the Slater Center in White 
Plains (a project of the Westchester Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Institute for Nonviolence). 
Richard has done unusual research 
and writing about the development of 
education, and will share some of his 
thinking with us. Tuesdays@Dorry’s is an 
informal gathering of people who share 
dinner while listening to and discussing 
issues of importance. No reservations 
are required. The public is welcome. 
Food ordering begins at 5:30 p.m. and 
the presentations are from 6 to 7 p.m. 
Dorry’s Diner, 468 Mamaroneck Avenue, 
White Plains. Call 914-682-0005 for more 
information.

WPCNA Monthy Meeting. The 
White Plains Council of Neighborhood 
Associations meeting is open to the 
public. This month the guest speakers 
will be the Hon. Ben Boykin 2nd, newly 
elected Westchester County Legislator, 
District 5, and the Hon. Nadine Hunt-
Robinson, newly appointed WP Common 
Councilwoman. There will also be a brief 
presentation by Councilwoman Milagros 
Lecuona, who will discuss the meds safety/ 
disposal crisis. A question and answer 
period will follow their presentations; 

7:30 p.m. at Education House (downstairs 
Meeting Room), 5 Homeside Lane (off 
North Street), White Plains. 

Wednesday, March 12 
Noonday Getaway Concert. 

Cellist  David Heiss  is a member of The 
Metropolitan Opera Orchestra and has 
performed with the company as cello 
continuo soloist in the entire canon of 
Mozart operas, the production of “The 
Enchanted Island” and the worldwide HD 
broadcast of Handel’s “Giulio Cesare.” He 
is principal cellist of The New York Pops 
at Carnegie Hall and has been featured as 
soloist in concertos by Irving Robbin and 

Theodore Antoniou (at the Tanglewood 
Festival). A Downtown Music debut. 12:10 
p.m. Free Admission. Grace Episcopal 
Church at the intersection of Mamaroneck 
Avenue and Main Street in White Plains.

“Blue Gold: World Water Wars.” 
Predictions for climate change indicate 
that fresh water will become increasingly 
scarce. Corporations, private investors and 
corrupt governments are already vying 
for control of our dwindling fresh water 
supply, prompting protests, lawsuits, and 
revolutions from citizens fighting for the 
right to survive. Will wars of the future be 
fought over water, as they are today over 
oil? This film explores the tensions that 
are building around the globe regarding 
the most precious resource. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd,. Scarsdale. 
Refreshments at 7 p.m. Program at 7 p.m. 
Free. Info:914-723-3470  or visit  www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Thursday, March 13
Opiate Addiction Forum. Drug Crisis 

In Our Backyard teams up with Phoenix 
House Academy of Westchester to co-host 
the sixth Drug Crisis community forum: 
Hope and Recoery as We Confront Evert 
Family’s Nightmare – Prescription Drug 
and Heroin Addiction. This educational 
forum will feature guest speakers and 
a Q&A session and will address the 
prescription drug and heroin epidemic 
in our local communities; 7 to 9:30 p.m. 
at Phoenix House Academy, 3151 Stoney 
Street, Shrub Oak.

Victorian Tea at the Horace Greeley 
House. Children in grades 2-4 can 
make beautiful Victorian crafts and then 
practice their excellent penmanship 
using slate pencils and slate tablets. The 
young guests will then be invited to enjoy 
a Victorian Tea with vintage china and 
sample yummy treats. Horace Greeley 
House, 100 King St., Chappaqua. 4 p.m. 
Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: Contact the Chappaqua 
Public Library at 914-238-4779.

Conversation:  The Insider’s Outsider. 
Although  Forrest Bess intentionally 
distanced himself from the New York 
art world, he was recognized by  the art 
establishment, showed his paintings with 
prominent art dealer Betty Parsons and 
regularly corresponded with art historian 
Meyer  Schapiro. Attend a conversation 
between Professor Mary Kosut, associate 
professor  of media, society and the arts 
and  gender studies at Purchase College, 
and Chuck Smith, writer and producer 
of the documentary “Forrest Bess: Key to 
the  Riddle.” Neuberger Museum of Art, 
734 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 6 to 7:30 

p.m. Free with museum admission. Info: 
914-251-6100 or visit www.neuberger.org.

Saturday, March 15
Pancake Brunch. Bring your appetite 

for our tastiest annual tradition. Start 
your day off with stacks of hotcakes and 
maple syrup, hot coffee, sausages and 
more. Teatown Lake Reservation, 1600 
Spring Valley Rd., Ossining. Seating 
times at 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11 a.m. and 
12:15 p.m. Adults: Members--$10. Non-
members--$15. Children: Members--$5. 
Non-members--$7. Info and tickets: 914-
762-2912 ext. 110.

State Legislators District Office 
Hours. Assemblyman David Buchwald 
and state Sen. George Latimer will discuss 
issues and answer constituents’ questions 
over refreshments. Tazza Cafe, 382 Main 
St., Armonk. 9:30  to 11 a.m. 

Music Conservatory of Westchester’s 
Summer Music & Arts Open House. 
Visit the school, attend classes and meet 
summer faculty and staff.  Programs for 
students five to 18 years old. A chance 
to register early for classes and pay less. 
Music Conservatory of Westchester, 
216 Central Ave., White Plains. 10 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Free. Also March 29. Info: 
Email info@musiced.org. 

Pack Chat for Kids! Children will 
learn about the mythology surrounding 
wolves and their important role in 
the natural world. This is an exciting 
time for wolves.  Spring is just around 
the corner and wolf families in North 
America are preparing their den sites for 
the arrival of pups!  Guests will visit the 
ambassador wolves. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $13. 
Children (under 12): $11. Also March 23. 
Pre-registration required.  Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org. 

Saving a Species: An Inside Look at the 
Wolf Conservation Center’s Endangered 
Species Program. Learn what it takes 
to help save a species from the brink 
of extinction. Guests will get an inside 
look at the process of matching potential 
breeders, what criteria must be met to 
recommend wolves for release into the 
wild, the husbandry challenge of caring 
for animals that we rarely see and how 
it feels to help Mexican gray wolves and 
red wolves resume their rightful place 
in the wild.  Guests will visit the center’s 
ambassador wolves. Weather appropriate 
treats will be served. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 5 p.m. Adults: $16. 
Children (under 12): $13. Pre-registration 
required.  Info and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org. 

On View at the Library: 
Unseen Rolling Stones,  

Led Zeppelin, Clapton Photographs
On view March 10 through April 27 

in the White Plains Library Gallery, 
this exhibit celebrates the golden age 
of rock and roll in photographs, some 
never before exhibited, taken by 
Tapani Talo, a White Plains resident, 
architect, photographer and, during 
the time the photographs were taken, 
a sound engineer for some of the 
most iconic bands of the era.  

Talo's love of music is evident in 
the very deep facial expressions and 
seriousness that comes through. 
Besides photos from the Rolling 
Stones 1970 show in Helsinki, other 
highlights of the exhibit include rare 
performance images of Led Zeppelin, 
Clapton, Cream and Blind Faith.  

Tapani Talo was born in Finland 
1950 where, as a teenager, he designed 
his first house, was self-employed as 
a press and fashion photographer, 
and was employed as a congress 
technician and sound engineer 
at the Dipoli Conference Center. 
Two album covers for John Mayall, 
Turning Point and USA Union, 
brought him international attention. 
From 1973 to 1977, while based on 
London, Mr. Talo worked with the 
Rolling Stones as a sound engineer 
at their Mobile Studio, recording 
them and other leading Rock and 
Roll bands of the time. During that 
time he studied as an architect at the 
North East London Polytechnic (with 
their 'avant garde' Green program), 
graduating with honors. Beginning 
in these years and continuing as a 
lifelong pursuit, he has dedicated 
extensive study to art museums, 
painting, photography and art as 
both a hobby and as an intellectual 
corner stone for architecture and real 
practice of it.

Admission to the Gallery is free 
and open to the public.  
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By Skip Pearlman
Saturday’s regional championship game 

between Section 1 champ Woodlands and 
Long Island champ Hampton Bays started 
out the way so many of Woodlands’ games 
this season have started – not so good for 
the Falcons. 

But it ended the way all the recent ones 
have ended – with a Falcons win. 

Saturday at New Rochelle High School, 
with a trip to the NYS final four on the 
line, the Falcons did what they do best – 
they shook off a slow start and went on to 
post a 57-42 victory over the talented LI 
representative, fueled by their trademark 
explosive offense and stifling defense. 

Woodlands is scheduled to face Bishop 
Kearney at 10 a.m. Friday at Hudson 
Valley Community College in the NYS 
Class B semifinal. The winner moves 
on to play the Tamarac-Notre Dame 
winner Saturday at 4 p.m. for the state 
championship. 

“I’m so happy for these young ladies,” 
Falcons coach Tyron Postell said. “I don’t 
do anything but jump up and down on the 
sidelines and give direction. They actually 
have to go out there and execute and play 
hard. Today they showed determination. 
They were determined to work hard, and 
our speed and athleticism was a little too 
much for that team. We came in with a 
plan – to start playing full-court from 
the beginning, apply pressure baseline 
to baseline the whole game – and that’s 
what kind of wore them down. Their 
players could hardly stand up straight by 
halftime.”

The Falcons (13-10) were led, once 

again, by their own dynamic duo of senior 
standout Imani Tilford, who finished with 
25 points (including her 2,000th career 
point), 14 rebounds, eight steals and 
four assists, and seventh-grade sensation 
Teisha Hyman, who added 17 points, eight 
rebounds, eight steals and four assists. 
Raynesia McShaw dropped in a couple 

of big three’s for six points, 
and Diamond Spaulding 
had five points. 

“Teisha and Imani create 
confidence among their 
teammates,” Postell said. 
“The last three games 
we’ve had someone show 
up from the bench, so 
the family thing is really 
working right now. It’s a 
great feeling.”

Tilford, bound for 
Georgia Tech this fall, was 
thrilled to be heading to 
the final four.

“It’s very exciting,” she 
said. “I never thought I’d 
be here, but these girls 
stepped up, and I’m proud 
that I’m here with them. 
Once we start working together as a team, 
there’s no stopping us. It means a lot to us 
to be playing for a state title. We’ve been 
working hard since day one, and we’re 
really proud to be here.”

Hampton Bays (20-4) came out of the 
gate strong, and the Baymen looked like 
they might give the Falcons a run for the 
money early, building a fast 13-4 lead to 
open the game. 

But Woodlands got rolling in the last 
few minutes of the first with a 13-0 run of 

its own to re-take the lead, and ended the 
quarter with a 17-16 advantage. 

The Falcons led 30-25 at halftime, then 
blew things open with a 23-8 third quarter 
tear, resulting in a 53-33 lead at the end 
of three.

Woodlands advanced to the regional 
final after beating Highland, 49-42, in the 
regional opener the prior Tuesday at the 
Westchester County Center.

Tilford’s 18 points led the Falcons, with 
Hyman adding 17 points, 10 rebounds 
and five steals. 

SKIP PEARLMAN PHoToS

WHITE PL AINS EX AMINER SPORTS

Haley Buckland (12) and Sahiyya Harrison (22) of  Woodlands battle for position along the 
baseline Saturday vs. Hampton Bays.

Falcons Girls Roll Through Regionals and into State Final Four

Imani Tilford of  Woodlands knocks down two of  
her 25 points Saturday.

Woodlands sensation Teisha Hyman glides to the 
basket Saturday as the Falcons topped Hampton 
Bays in a regional final.

Diamond Spaulding of  Woodlands gets a jump 
shot past defender Saturday at New Rochelle HS.

Headed to the NyS Final Four!- Woodlands girls coach Ty Postell, Imani 
Tilford (3) and Lordess Turner (10) are all smiles Saturday after the 
Falcons won their regional final.
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By Albert Coqueran
With the 2013-14 public 

high school basketball season 
coming to a tumultuous 
ending with Mahopac High 
School students sending racial 
tweets directed at Mt. Vernon 
players and Tappan Zee H.S. 
fans being escorted out of the 
Westchester County Center for 
inappropriate language; there 
was a struggling basketball 
team in White Plains that acted 
appropriate but did not receive 
much attention.

The White Plains High School 
Girl’s Basketball Team went 
through their second toughest 
season in recent school history. 
The Lady Tigers recorded a 1-17 
record this year, after a 1-16 
record in 2012-13. Thus being 
the second consecutive year 
that the Lady Tigers won only 
one game during the season.

However, concerning both 
years, 2012-2014, the Lady 
Tigers saw coaching changes 
that certainly affected their 
seasons.

When legendary White 
Plains Head Coach Sue Adams 
departed a successful Girls 
Basketball Program, after the 
2011-12 season, the rebuilding 
process began. 

White Plains native and renowned Lady 
Tiger’s player Liz Flooks succeeded her 
mentor Adams as the Head Coach, after 
a celebrated college-career playing for 
Niagara University. 

It was Flook’s first year as a Head Coach 
on any level and she inherited a young 
team, which she attempted to develop 
during the 2011-12 season. Nonetheless, 
with only one win that year; Flooks 
looked to the next season, with youngsters 
Isabella Lacarbonara, Shannon Lynch and 
Tess D’Arcy starting to formulate their 
games.

But fate struck and Flooks was offered 
a college assistant coaching position with 
the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown, 
in September 2013. Flooks had always 
dreamed of coaching on the college level, 
therefore she accepted the position. “This 
has been my dream for a long time, so I 
decided to take it (the job),” said Flooks. 
“But White Plains was awesome, it was a 
great experience. White Plains is my first 
love,” stated Flooks.

As we all wish Flooks well in her new 
endeavor, the Lady Tigers were left again, 
after only one year, seeking new head 
coaching candidates.

Tara Flaherty, a 2010 graduate from 
Fairfield University was hired for the 
job in the third week of October 2013. 
Flaherty is a good friend of Flooks and 

she told her of the coaching opening at 
WPHS. 

At 25 years young, this is Flaherty’s first 
Head Coaching position. Flaherty played 
college basketball from 2006-10, under 
legendary Stags coach Dianne Nolan, who 
is now at Lafayette University.

Despite Flaherty’s athletic prowess, 
taking a Head Coaching position the third 
week of October, when the regular season 
commencing in one month, comes with a 
special set of circumstances.

“I was very excited that I even got 
accepted into the (hiring) process because 
it was so late in October. Most teams had 
already begun practices and here at White 
Plains we were still trying to figure out 
who would be the coach,” stated Flaherty.

The Lady Tigers first game of the 
2013-14 season was quickly approaching 
on December 9 and Flaherty had a 
monumental task ahead of her to prepare 
her new team. “I had to figure out how 
White Plains worked and what I needed to 
do to prepare,” commented Flaherty. “Also 
I had to meet the girls for the first time.” 

White Plains Athletic Director Jennifer 
DeSena was very nice and gave me a 
helping hand whenever I needed it, as did 
Spencer Mayfield, the Boy’s Head Coach,” 
said Flaherty. “Also it was great to have 
Amy Ferraro, the assistant coach from 
last year come back, she is a great help,” 
acknowledged the first year head coach. 

Spencer Smith is the Lady Tigers junior 
varsity head coach; he graduated from 
White Plains in 2007. Ferraro played for 
Ursuline High School and also graduated 
in 2007.  Ferraro joined Flooks’ staff last 
season and remained with the team to 
assist Flaherty. “Everyone is so surprised 
how young we are but we can relate to 
the current basketball style of play and 
the players and we have a fun time,” 
mentioned Flaherty. 

Under these circumstances is a 1-17 
season still an awful season? Yes. But 
Flaherty saw progress as her team played 
through. Isn’t that all you can ask from a 
team that had only a month to get to know 
you and your system before the season 
started?

“I give the players so much credit for 
buying into my system, while only knowing 
each other for a couple of months. Under 
the circumstances, we played well and we 
got much better during the season which 
was our goal,” emphasized Flaherty.

The Lady Tigers will be led next season 
by senior players Isabella Lacarbonara 
and Shannon Lynch. Lacarbonara stands 
six feet tall and will play the post position 
or strong forward. 

Lacarbonara will be playing with 
the Lady Knicks AAU traveling team 
this summer. She has been previously 
acquainted with Flaherty from her 
Highlands Middle School years, while 

participating in the MVP Summer 
Basketball Camp. 

“I was very upset when Liz left 
but she has to do her own thing 
and I understand,” commented the 
Tigers senior forward. “However, 
I was very excited when I heard 
Tara was coming because I knew 
her from MVP. I was aware that 
she was a very good coach,” 
recalled Lacarbonara.

Lynch is the daughter of Maura 
Lynch, the Head Coach of Our 
Lady of Good Council Basketball, 
who just led the Cougars to their 
second straight NYGCHSAA 
Class B Championship, with a 
46-24 win over Bishop Kearney, 
on Thursday, March 6. Flaherty 
indicates that Lynch can play any 
position on the court and she will 
if needed next season.

The one thing the Lady Tigers 
certainly will have going for 
them next season is that it will 
be the first time in three years 
that they will have the same head 
coach in back-to-back seasons. 
Furthermore, Flaherty will have 
a full preseason to prepare her 
squad.

“It was tough going from Liz’s 
way of coaching to how Tara is 
coaching us,” said Lynch. “But 
we just had to get used to what 
Tara expected from us and she 

learned what we expected of her. We grew 
to respect each other and we did what we 
could with it. We certainly learned a lot 
this season,” said Lynch.

Therefore, regardless that the Lady 
Tigers have not been winners of late, 
they have always been a class basketball 
program, which is an element desperately 
needed in today’s high school sports. 
Lady Tigers’ fans can look for Flaherty to 
maintain that distinction and hopefully 
put up some more victories next year.

On a Personal Note
I am sincerely distraught regarding the 

behavior of some students and student/
athletes during this year’s Sectional 
Championships at the Westchester 
County Center. 

I graduated from Sleepy Hollow High 
School in 1968. The rivalry was so intense 
between Sleepy Hollow and Ossining 
High School, that I vividly recall as the 
last few plays of the football game ensued, 
a fight would break out almost every 
year between the two schools. But never, 
ever were there racist comments uttered 
towards each other of any type. 

I am not advocating fighting among 
students or student/athletes or anyone 
else for that matter, but I am just trying 
to stress just how egregious an act it is to 

WHITE PL AINS EX AMINER SPORTS
Head Coach Tara Flaherty Seeks to Revamp Lady Tigers Basketball

ALBERT CoquERAN PHoTo

Head Coach Tara Flaherty (center) will bring back senior forward Isabella Lacarbonara (left) and senior guard Shannon Lynch 
(right) to anchor a Lady Tigers basketball program that is looking to improve from the previous two years.

continued on page 19
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By Skip Pearlman
The Woodlands Falcons needed two 

critical wins last week to put themselves 
right where they’ve wanted to be all 
season long – in the NYS final four.

Woodlands took care of the first win by 
topping Spackenkill, 53-46, in a defensive 
grind in last Tuesday’s regional opener. 
And the Falcons wrapped up win No. 
2 Friday night at Beacon High School, 
clicking on all cylinders and rolling to 
a 73-47 victory over Long Island champ 
Southampton in the regional final.

Friday night’s win put the Falcons (19-
5) in the state final four for the first time 
since 1990.

Woodlands is scheduled to play 
Section 6 champ Olean Friday, March 
14 at 6:45 p.m. at the Glens Falls Civic 
Center. The winner plays the Westhill-
Ogdensburg Free Academy winner at 9 
p.m. Saturday, March 15 for the Class B 
state championship. 

Friday night at Beacon HS, it quickly 
became clear that the Falcons were going 
to get their way, building leads of 18-11 
after one and 41-25 by halftime. A 22-
12 third quarter run gave the Falcons 
a 63-37 cushion entering the fourth, 
and eliminated any question about the 
outcome. 

The Falcons’ defense was at its best, 
forcing 15 first-half turnovers, 19 for the 
game – and Woodlands converted many 
of those into points. 

Junior forward Brandon Johnson had 
one of his best games of the season, 
attacking the rim from all angles and 
finishing with 25 points and four assists. 
Ross Joseph added 18 points and grabbed 
six boards, and Jamil Gambari came 
through with 14 points and 13 rebounds.

Falcons coach Bob Murphy said that 
it wasn’t just forcing all those turnovers 
that was the key, it was the way his team 
capitalized on them by scoring at the 
other end.

“We won because we capitalized 
on them,” Murphy said. “If we forced 
turnovers and didn’t capitalize it could’ve 
been a heck of a game. We forced 57 
turnovers against Peekskill in two games, 
and lost them both. If we capitalize 
on those turnovers it would’ve been a 
different two games.”

Murphy was delighted with what he 
got from Gambari and Johnson, but said 
that it was Joseph’s recent emergence that 
has pushed the team over the top.

“They key was Joseph’s 18,” Murphy 
said. “We expect it from Jamil and from 
Brandon, but Joseph – he came up big 
against Spackenkill and he came up big 
here. Over the last five games he’s really 
given us a lift.

“I’m excited for the kids,” Murphy 
added. “We thought maybe next year. 
We have four juniors returning who are 
going to be outstanding. I’m happy for 
the seniors. I don’t think they wanted 
their season to end so early.”

Murphy said his team’s defense was the 
catalyst. 

“I thought their size would hurt us, but 
they struggled with our pressure. That 
was the key,” Murphy said. “We defend 
like no team I’ve had. I didn’t expect to 
see that type of game. I don’t think they 
had their best game, we just happened to 
catch them on this night, and I’m happy 
for our kids.”

Murphy, who won a state title with 
Poughkeepsie in 1995, said he wants his 
players to enjoy the atmosphere.

“I just want to get them ready for the 
atmosphere,” he said. “I’ve been there 
twice, and there’s nothing like it. It’s a 
great place to play.”

“It’s a great feeling,” said Gambari. 
“We were in a great groove offensively, 
relaxed and having fun, but at the same 
time focused on the task at hand. Now we 
just have to keep doing what we’ve been 
doing all year; play a little better on the 
defensive end, and on offense continue to 
be unselfish like we have been. Everybody 

contributes on both ends of the floor.”
Gambari said he’s seen great 

contributions from many sources. “Ross 
Joseph has switched to another gear since 
the playoffs, he’s really been playing well,” 
Gambari said. “Brandon Johnson was big 
in the sectional championship game and 
he was on fire here today, Abdoulaye Sow 
is always our floor general, Najee Khan 
and Pierre Lys are always great defensive 

players, so everyone’s been stepping up.”
Joseph said that the Falcons have 

plenty of offensive firepower. But the 
team is at its best when it dials up the 
defensive intensity. 

“It feels great. We worked so hard to 
get here,” Joseph said. “We know what 
we can do offensively. A lot of guys can 
get their own shot, but it’s our defensive 

intensity that leads to turnovers, and that 
gets us easy buckets. We knew they had 
some good players. And we knew we 
wanted to get to them early.”

In the prior Tuesday’s win over 
Spackenkill, at Mt. St. Mary College in 
Poughkeepsie, Joseph led the Falcons 
with 22 points, five rebounds and three 
steals, and Gambari added 17 points, 18 
rebounds and three steals. 
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The Woodlands boy’s basketball team gets instruction from coach Bob Murphy during a 
timeout Friday night at Beacon High School.

Brandon Johnson (11) scored on this wild shot 
- and got to the line for a three-point play in 
Woodlands’ win over Southampton.

amil Gambari of  Woodlands lets a jumper 
fly Friday against Southampton.

Ross Joseph (15) had 18 points in the regional 
final win.

Woodlands Boys Punch Ticket to Glens Falls, Set to Play in State Final Four

Woodland’s Piere Lys (3) gets some air time as 
he finds a lane through the defense Friday night 
against Southampton.
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offend another person with racist tweets 
or contemptible verbally abusive racist 
remarks.

The Westchester County Center is like 
sacred ground to high school basketball 
players in our area. Furthermore, it  
has been that way since before I was in 
high school.

When a high school basketball player in 
our area achieves an opportunity to play 
in the Sectionals at the County Center, 
it has always been one of their proudest 
moments of the high school careers. 

We cannot allow behavior such as, 
having 200 students from one high 
school ushered out of the arena because 
of foul language shouted at an opponent. 
Moreover, we certainly cannot tolerate 
our student/athletes being harassed with 
racial insults whether by symbol, tweets 
or remarks. 

I commend Mt. Vernon Mayor 
Ernest Davis and Mt. Vernon interim 
Superintendent of Schools Judith Johnson 
for their follow-up on this disdainful 
gesture towards their community. I 
also commend Mt. Vernon Head Boy’s 
Basketball Coach Bob Cimmino and 
Mahopac High School Head Coach Kevin 
Downes for fervently condemning the 
racial taunts inflicted on the Mt. Vernon 
student/athletes and their community.

Furthermore, if it is substantiated 
as alleged in writing by a Mt. Vernon 
basketball player that a racial insult was 
inflicted upon him while trying to shake 
a Mahopac player’s hand after the game; 
than the NYSPHSAA and Section 1 
should conduct their own investigation 
and institute the appropriate penalty.  

–By Albert Coqueran

Coles Center 
181 Mercer St., NY,NY 

@ 9:00 AM 
SUNDAY 

March 23, 2014 
VOLUNTEER!!!	  

Pair	  up	  with	  the	  athletes,	  	  
arts	  and	  cra2s,	  ser3ing	  food	  

BE	  a	  FAN	  in	  the	  STAND!!	  
Bring	  your	  family	  and	  friends	  	  
to	  cheer	  on	  the	  athletes	  

Volunteers NEEDED!!! 
To volunteer, e-mail: 

SPECIAL.OLYMPICS.NYU@GMAIL.COM SPECIAL.OLYMPICS.NYU@GMAIL.COM 

GCA Ends a Winning Season After  
Close Loss in NYS Championships

The Good Counsel Cougars, White Plains, defeated Bishop Kearney High School 46-24 last 
Thursday at Sacred Heart, making them the CHSAA City Champions. They then suffered a heart-
breaking loss, 35-33, against Mount Mercy Academy from Buffalo, putting them out of  contention 
in the NyS Championships. The Cougars led from halfway through the second quarter until the 
last minute of  the fourth. Senior Johanna Levine scored her 1000th point in the semifinal game. 
Ironically, the only other player in GCA’s history to accomplish this is Maura Henderson Lynch ‘86, 
who coaches the team.

PHoTo CouRTESy WPHS GIRLS BASKETBALL

on Senior Night, January 24, Lady Tigers Head 
Coach Tara Flaherty (left) and Assistant Coach 
Amy Ferraro (right) honored seniors (l-r) Tess 
D’Arcy and Theodora Fontas.
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