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Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New 
York City Police Officers

Funeral for Jayden Morrison to be 
Held in White Plains

Sapori Restaurant 
and Bar

The body of the 4-year old Greenburgh 
boy who went missing on Christmas Eve 
from a family home in South Carolina, is 
expected to be returned home this week 
for a funeral at Calvary Baptist Church in 
White Plains.

According to media reports, Jayden 
Morrison, an autistic child, wandered 
off through an unlocked screen door on 
Christmas Eve.

A massive hunt of emergency workers 
and volunteers searched for the boy 
through Christmas day. He was found on 
December 26 in a pond about 100 yards 
away from the house. According to the 

Journal News, police say there were no 
signs of foul play.

Jayden had a twin brother Jordan, who 
also is autistic and a 3 year-old sister 
Kelsey.

His parents Andre and Tabitha 
Morrison and his grandmother Carolyn 
Sumpter said that in their Greenburgh 
home Jayden was always in an enclosed 
environment and did not have the ability 
to wander. which he was known to do 
when he was younger.

McMahon Lyon & Hartnett Funeral 
Home in White Plains is handling the 
funeral arrangements.

continued on page 2

Kwanza Celebrated at White Plains Slater Center
By Pat Casey

The Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative held a Kwanza 
celebration at the Thomas H. 
Slater Center on Monday, Dec. 
29.

The program included 
traditional Drumming by Kofi 
and the Sankofa Dance and Drum 
Ensemble and contributions 
by White Plains Youth Bureau, 
Thomas H. Slater Center Step Up 
Girls, White Plains High School 
Steppers, and H.I.P. H.O.P. 

Ruby Dee, Maya Angelou 
and Nelson Mandela were 
remembered ancestors. 

Dr. Oscar N. Graves, a local 
physician who helped young 
African American and Latino 
men was also remembered. He 
had passed only six months ago.

Mack Carter, Executive 

Director, White Plains Housing 
Authority and Heather Miller, 
Executive Director, Thomas 
H. Slater Center spoke about 
this year’s honorees: Dr. Evelyn 
Eusebe-Carter, FACOG; 
Erwin Gilliam, Erwin’s Barber 
Shop; Mayo Bartlett, Esq.; and 
Theodore Lee, Lee’s Funeral 
Home.

The Kinara was lit, each of 
the seven candles representing 
a Kwanzaa principle and 
traditionally lit each day with 
that principle in mind.

After the entertainment a 
Karamu Feast was provided free 
of charge by ShopRite.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 
celebration that honors African 
heritage and is observed from 

The White Plains Kwanzaa program was opened with a libation ceremony led by Kofi Dunkar. He spoke of  the symbol of  the bird, 
often represented as an egg, representing power – held carefully.

continued on page  2
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By Pat Casey
On the plaza outside the Westchester 

County Court House by the Westchester 
County Police Memorial on Sunday 
evening a gathering of police, military 
and other public service workers held a 
candlelight vigil to honor the memories 
of New York City Police officers Rafael 
Ramos and Wenjian Liu.

Considering that the rainy weather 
had kept more people from attending the 
event, Frank Morganthaler, President of 
the Westchester Chapter of Oath Keepers, 
said another, similar event would be 
planned for a future date.

Morganthaler, a Hawthorne 
resident, ran for Congress in 2013 as 
the conservative We the People party 
candidate. As a member of Oath Keepers, 
Morganthaler felt it was important to 
honor the memories of the two police 
officers slain while on duty in New York 
City last week.

Calling their deaths an assassination, 
Morganthaler said, “It is appropriate for us 
to gather by the County Police Memorial, 
and also near the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. statue, which is also located on the 
same plaza. Martin Luther King, Jr. didn’t 
believe in violence,” he said. “If more 
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family member. In the past, families have been bound by customs when making funeral 
arrangements; today, our Tombstone® Hearse provides you with a dignified alternative ® Hearse provides you with a dignified alternative ®

to the traditional hearse that you will remember as long as your loved one.

www.BallardDurand.com  
Elmsford
72 East Main Street
(914) 592-6300

White Plains 
2 Maple Avenue

Don’t let the biker in your life take their farewell ride in anything else.

©2
01

4 M
KJ

 M
ark

eti
ng

Matthew J. Fiorillo, CFSP • Owner/Funeral Director (914) 592-6300(914) 949-0566

Don’t let the biker in your life take their farewell ride in anything else.

The Passion
 Lives Forever.

Photo © 2014 Tombstone Hearse & Trike Co.®

continued from page 1
Candlelight Vigil Honors Slain New York City Police Officers

people were like MLK then we wouldn’t 
see as much damage. If Mr. King were 
alive now, he would be appalled by how 
much violence there is. This is a symbolic 
spot.”

More than 50 percent of the national 
Oath Keepers membership are active 
duty and retired police officers, 
Morganthaler explained. “There is an 
allegiance and a bond between our 
organization [Oath Keepers] and police. 

We stand with our police and thank and 
support them, and are proud to sponsor 
the vigil here tonight.”

The vigil included prayers, a playing 
of Taps and a bagpipe rendition of 
“Amazing Grace.”

The sponsoring organization, Oath 
Keepers was established in 2009. 
According to the organization’s print 
literature, “Oath Keepers is a non-
partisan association of currently serving 

military, reserves, National Guard, 
veterans, Peace Officers, and Fire 
Fighters who fulfill the oath we swore, 
with the support of like minded citizens 
who take an oath to stand with us, to 
support and defend the Constitution 
against all enemies foreign and domestic, 
so help us God.”

“Our oath is to the Constitution, not 
to the politicians, and not to any political 
party,” Morganthaler said.

Frank Morganthaler (right) honors the memory of  NYPD officers Rafael Ramos and Wenjian Liu. The 
Westchester County Police Memorial is to the left.

Despite the wind, attendees at the vigil managed 
to keep their candles burning.

continued from page 1
Kwanza Celebrated at White Plains Slater Center

December 26 to January 1. 
Kwanzaa has seven core principles 

called Nguzo Saba. It was created by 
Maulana Karenga and was first celebrated 
in 1966. Each year one of the seven 
principles is a focus of the celebration.

Umoja, unity, represents the family, 
community, nation and race. Kujichagulia, 
self-determination, is about defining 
oneself and speaking for oneself. Ujima, 
collective work and responsibility, is about 
building and maintaining community. 
Ujamaa, cooperative economics, is about 
building and maintaining businesses and 
to profit from them together. Nia, purpose, 
addresses the building of community as a 
collective vocation. Kuumba, creativity, 
reminds one to always do as much as 

one can do for community. Imani, faith, 
is about believing in our people, parents, 
teachers and leaders.

This year principle four, Ujamaa 
(Cooperative Economics) is the focus, 
which is why local businesses were 
honored.

The Kwanzaa White Plains 
Collaborative is made up of a number 
of organizations in the community, 
including Community Unitarian Church 
of White Plains, Thomas H. Slater Center, 
White Plains Housing Authority, White 
Plains Housing Authority Residents 
Council, White Plains Youth Bureau, 
YWCA of White Plains, White Plains 
Juneteenth Heritage Committee and 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Freedom Library.
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By Pat Casey
Outstanding in mid-Westchester 

County during 2014 were a number 
of land use issues across the area that 
brought residents out to public meetings 
as they sought to keep the nature of their 
neighborhoods in tact in the face of the 
onward push of growing development in 
the region.

In particular, the French American 
School of New York (FASNY) proposal 
in the Gedney neighborhood of White 
Plains, the vacant Franks Nursery 
property in Greenburgh, and the Quarry 
on Lake Street in West Harrison took 
center stage.

There were other events as well that 
stood out over 2014 and we will look at 
these on the timeline from January to 
December as they unfolded.

Westchester County Executive Robert 
Astorino runs for governor. Following 
his resounding re-election as County 
Executive in November 2013, state 
Republicans began courting Astorino 
about the possibility of a matchup that 
would feature him, a Mount Pleasant 
resident, against Cuomo, who lives in 
New Castle in a run for governor. It was 
as early as inauguration day on January 
1 that Astorino acknowledged he was 
considering taking on the race. “It’s 
something I have to consider because 
maybe you get this shot once,” Astorino 
said. “But I feel very, very strongly about 
the direction this state is going in, and 
it’s not the right one and that concerns 
me.” By mid-February news reports had 
Astorino near a decision, but indicated 
he would make an announcement within 
weeks. Donald Trump, who had loudly 
proclaimed he would be the Republican 
candidate of choice for NYS governor, 
began to quiet. On March 5, Astorino 
formally announced his run amid turmoil 
that he could be forcing a Republican 
primary, which did not happen. “I’m tired 
of listening to the fairy tale that everything 
is just great when it’s just the opposite,” 
Astorino said in his announcement. “I’m 
tired of watching New York’s decline.” 
On Election Day, the results came in 
fairly quickly. Astorino was able to collect 
nearly 40 percent of the vote despite being 
little known outside of Westchester at the 
outset of the campaign, and being faced 
with the daunting task of running against 
an incumbent whose last name has been 
part of New York politics for decades. 
Cuomo also enjoyed having as much as a 
10-to-1 advantage in campaign funds to 
spend, according to published reports.

As soon as the election tallies were in 
Astorino immediately got back to the 
work of Westchester County and within 
days and presented his proposed 2015 
budget.

Common Core Standards Blasted. 
During January 2014, meetings and 
forums of parents, students and teachers 
as well as local legislators began attacking 

the Common Core Standards, saying 
school had become focused only on 
testing and that a moratorium on the 
program was necessary. By mid-February, 
State Education Commissioner Dr. John 
King Jr. was severely criticized and some 
state assemblymen began calling for his 
resignation. The clamor over Common 
Core continued into election season 
as a major issue for state candidates. 
In December Dr. King announced 
his resignation as state education 
commissioner and his acceptance 
of an education job with the Obama 
administration.

Game-On 365 Holds on to sports 
facility dream. In February, Game On 
365 went into overtime to develop an 
indoor sports facility along Dobbs Ferry 
Road in Greenburgh. Although a public 
referendum in November 2013 OK’d 
development of the complex on property 
owned by Frank’s Nursery, 715 Dobbs 
Ferry Road, developers continued to 
encounter opposition and litigation at that 
site. During a work session Feb. 11, the 
Greenburgh Town Board was expected to 
consider rezoning an adjoining property 
at 701 Dobbs Ferry Road, owned by the 
Westchester Golf Range, also known as 
Family Golf. The “overlay zone” would 
allow for new development as a Field 
House for year round recreation including 
soccer, lacrosse, football, baseball and 
field hockey. Game On 365 LLC said 
it could additionally utilize the Frank’s 
Nursery property for field sports. The 
public hearings in February into March 
met with tough opposition from residents 
neighboring the property and a final vote 
on the re-zoning was postponed. Threats 
of litigation on both sides resulted in 
the Town Board looking to auction the 
property and by June had hired an auction 
company to do the job. By November 60 
bids had been received but a decision was 
postponed as it looked like the price of 
the property would be severely impacted 
by environmental considerations raised 
by several of the bidders. By December 
the Greenburgh Town Board had received 
a report from the DEC outlining several 
environmental concerns and was looking 
at remediation going into 2015.

White Plains FASNY decision moves 
slowly through the process. Closing in 
on three years of a process to determine 
if a regional K-12 school would be built 
on the meandering golf course in a White 
Plains single-family neighborhood, 
acceptance of a final Environmental 
Impact Statement by the city’s Common 
Council caused residents of the Gedney 
Neighborhood Association to file a lawsuit 
in March contesting the decision. Public 
opposition across White Plains began to 
grow as Gedney residents held their own 
informational meeting at White Plains 
High School in June that attracted several 
hundred attendees. After a successful 
event, residents petitioned the White 

Plains Council to hold its public hearings 
on the FASNY special permit and site 
plan at the same location to enable both 
councilmembers and residents a chance 
to see each other during discussion. Hot 
weather with no air conditioning and lack 
of adequate seating at city hall were cited 
as reasons to move the hearings to a better 
space.

By August, the White Plains Planning 
Board was considering its comments 
for the Common Council regarding 
FASNY. A new variation on the site 
plan that moved entrance to the school 
campus from Ridgeway to North Street, 
across from the entrance to White Plains 
High School and that closed a portion 
of a neighborhood street, Hathaway 
Lane, became the focus of concern. The 
Planning Board sent a letter to the White 
Plains Council advising against closure of 
Hathaway Lane and suggested alternative 
solutions to internal traffic problems on 
the site. At about the same time, the White 
Plains Schools Board of Education sent a 
letter to the Council advising against the 
FASNY plan, saying the proposed traffic 
configuration was not safe.

The public hearings continued into 
September, when hydrology issues on 
the site were revisited and into October 
and November, when FASNY presented 
a revised site plan addressing concerns 

raised during earlier hearing dates.
In December the FASNY hearings were 

formally closed with a 15-day written 
comment period extended to the 18th of 
that month. The Council vote and final 
decision is anticipated but not yet on a 
formal schedule as 2014 ends.

Knicks D League finds home at 
Westchester County Center. On March 
6 the Westchester County Board of 
Legislators voted to approve a formal 
licensing agreement with the Madison 
Square Garden Company, which 
brought the NY Knicks affiliated NBA 
Developmental team to the Westchester 
County Center. In May, the team was 
officially named Westchester Knicks. The 
Knicks D-League games commenced 
at the Westchester County Center in 
November. The 24-game season will 
run through April, with the potential of 
playoff games also being played in April.

Beloved philanthropist Pat Lanza 
passes. Westchester County lost an 
exceptional member of its community 
with the passing of Patricia Lanza on 
April 3. She had been referred to by many 
as an unsung hero. Lanza, an Eastchester 
resident, was 81 years old when she 
died. Known for a philanthropy that was 
thoughtfully directed toward helping 
people to help themselves, especially 
young people and women so they would 
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be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
Extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL
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40-Year Tradition Continues  
to Deliver Christmas Joy

Just in time for Christmas, the White Plains Fire Department and the Professional Firefighters 
Association Local 274 along with Santa Claus and his friend Rudolf  the Red Nosed Reindeer, Frosty 
the Snowman, Winnie the Pooh and Buddy the Elf  arrived by fire engine to deliver stuffed animal toys 
to the students of  the John A. Coleman School and the Children’s Rehabilitation Center in White Plains.

Optimum Brings Holiday Spirit 
to Coachman Center

In the spirit of  the holidays, Optimum Community made a $2,500 donation to Westhab, Inc. to 
purchase gifts for 50 children currently living in Westhab’s 100-family Coachman Family Center.  The 
gifts included items noted on the children’s holiday wish lists and were distributed to the families 
on Christmas Eve. White Plains Mayor Thomas Roach also participated in the check presentation 
event, along with Westhab, Inc. President/CEO Richard Nightingale; Westhab, Inc. Executive Assistant 
Roxanne Telyczka and Coachman Family Center Representative Ivan Smith. The Holiday Toy Program 
is an Optimum Community initiative to provide gifts for children in need identified by a local nonprofit 
organization.  Pictured (l to r) are Westhab President/CEO Richard Nightingale, Cablevision Director 
of  Government Affairs Dan Ahouse, Teen Counselor Sam Olujimi, White Plains Mayor Thomas Roach, 
Youth Services Coordinator Ivan Smith, Youth Counselor Stephanie Williams, Youth Counselor Jesus 
Menendez, Service Coordinator Venola Campbell, Case Manager Tiffany Griffin, Case Manager Shawn 
May and Case Manager Christine Raimondi.

Music by Alan Menken    Lyrics by Howard Ashman & Glenn Slater     
Book by Doug Wright 

 

Based on the 1989 Disney film and one of Hans Christian Andersen's most  
beloved stories, Disney’s The Little Mermaid is a hauntingly beautiful love story 
that will capture your heart with its irresistible score that includes the hit songs 

“Under the Sea,” “Kiss the Girl” and “Part of Your World”.  
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White Plains-based ArtsWestchester 
will receive $76,000 in state grant money 
for a wide-ranging arts festival that will 
take place throughout the spring and 
summer of 2015. 

The grant is part  of $709.2 million 
awarded through Round IV of the Gov. 
Andrew M. Cuomo’s Regional Economic 
Development Council Initiative that was 
announced earlier in December.

ArtsWestchester joins 118 other private 
and public sector projects that will be 
receiving nearly $83 million in funds 
as part of the Mid-Hudson Regional 
Economic Development Council, which 
was named the “Top Performer” in the 
competitive grants process.

“We are pleased to join so many other 
distinguished organizations that are 
receiving these important resources,” said 
Janet Langsam, CEO of ArtsWestchester. 
“A grant like this shows the arts are a 
vital economic generator in Westchester 
County and important to both our 
cultural capital and our economy.”

A recent study showed that the cultural 
industry contributes over $156 million 
to the overall economy in Westchester 
County and that there are 3,332 arts-
related businesses that employ over 13,500 

people.
The festival starts in March and will 

continue through June at 30 venues 
across Westchester County. It includes 
exhibitions and events at  Axial Theatre, 
Blue Door Gallery, Caramoor Center 
for Music and the Arts, Castle Gallery, 
Katonah Museum of Art, Pelham Art 
Center, Rye Arts Center, Untermyer 
Performing Arts Council, White Plains 
Performing Arts Center and many others.

ArtsWestchester Awarded  
$76K to Fund Festival of New Works
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Dignitaries Sign Final Beam  
for Cancer Center

White Plains Hospital President Susan Fox and Board Chairman J. Michael Divney were joined by 
White Plains Mayor Thomas Roach as well as Cancer Center physicians, nurses, and patients to sign 
the final beam for a modern new cancer care facility rising next to the existing Dickstein Cancer 
Treatment Center in White Plains. When construction is finished in fall 2015, the 40,000-square-foot, 
6-story building will nearly double the size of  the Hospital’s cancer program to 70,000 square feet. 
The construction is part of  the Hospital’s campus-wide enhancements, which include a new 6-story 
patient tower with new operating suites, private patient rooms, lobby and entranceway on Davis 
Avenue, as well as the addition and expansion of  the building for cancer services on the corner of  
E. Post Road and Longview Avenue. L-r: WPH CEO Jon Schandler, White Plains Mayor Thomas Roach, 
WPH President Susan Fox, cancer survivor and featured speaker Louise Kuklis, Dr. Mark Fialk (her 
doctor), and Board Chair J. Michael Divney.

JOHN VECCHIOLLA PHOTO
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By Martin Wilbur
For any young gymnast at Chappaqua’s 

World Cup Gymnastics who holds lofty 
aspirations, meeting John Orozco ought 
to be great motivation.

Orozco, who finished eighth in the 2012 
London Olympics, trained for a decade 
at the Hunts Lane facility starting when 

he was eight years old. On Sunday, he 
returned to his home gym to participate 
in separate clinics for the school’s boys’ 

and girls’ gymnastics teams, talking to the 
young athletes, signing autographs and 
providing tidbits of advice.

“I think it’s a way of giving back,” 
Orozco said during a break between the 
boys’ and girls’ sessions. “I just want to 
show by example, being an inspiration, 
it can happen anywhere and it can come 

from anywhere. I want 
to show them that it 
doesn’t matter where 
you came from, all that 
matters is where you’re 
going.”

Orozco, who will 
turn 22 this week, 
headed to London in 
the summer of 2012 
not only as a local 
celebrity, but his story 
intrigued millions far 
and wide. Born and 
raised in the Bronx, his 
father got him started 
with gymnastics in 
the city. At a young 
age, Orozco’s talent 
was apparent and his 
parents would soon be 
driving him regularly 
to World Cup 
Gymnastics to train.

While it’s difficult 
to predict whether a 
youngster will develop 
into a world class 
talent, Jason Hebert, 
World Cup’s director 
and team coach, said 
he recognized that 
Orozco was special as 
soon as he arrived.

Now Hebert and the 
other coaches are able 
to point to Orozco 
as someone who 
combined talent with 
a desire to work hard 
to reach the highest 

echelon of his sport.
“At such a young age doing such 

powerful tumbling, we knew that it was a 

really, really special situation that we had 
here,” Hebert said. “I told a lot of our guys 
here, I see a little bit of that in a lot of you, 
so just don’t let anything stop you from 
reaching your dreams.”

World Cup owner John Sabalja said 
while most competitors are not going to 
be Olympians--only five American male 
gymnasts qualify for the Olympic team 
every four years--the school has had many 
of its students move on and compete in 
regional and state championships and in 
college. 

Sabalja said what makes Orozco, who 
now lives in Colorado Springs near the 
U.S. Olympic Training Center, special is 
his willingness to return to his home gym 
to train when he’s back in New York.

“It’s incredible to see him here and be 
in touch with everybody,” Sabalja said. 
“That’s why the kids love seeing him, the 
parents love seeing him.”

Orozco said he is looking forward to 
trying to qualify for the 2016 Games in 
Rio de Janeiro. He said his own nerves, 
the atmosphere and the hordes of media 
in London were exhilarating and an 
experience he’ll always cherish, but also 
distracting. Early in the competition, 
Orozco fell off the pommel horse, thought 
to be his strength, and was in 24th place. 
Being able to close to eighth was an 
achievement.

“I learned a lot from it,” said Orozco, who 
placed first in the high bar competition 
and was second in all-around at the P&G 
U.S. Championships in Pittsburgh earlier 
this year. “I learned about the pressure 
and how it’s going to be when it gets to 
that point.”

He also credited World Cup Gymnastics 
for helping him get to where he is today, 
not only because of the coaching he 
received but by being accepted by a 
different group of kids. 

“It was a lot of fun being around other 
kids my age and doing the same things,” 
Orozco said. “The thing about it for me 
was the difference in culture because I 
came from the Bronx, and growing up 
there and coming to Westchester it was 
so different than what I was used to and 
I liked it a lot.”

Olympian Orozco Returns to Home Gym to Help Youngsters

Olympian John Orozco, a former student at World Cup Gymnastics in 
Chappaqua, is competing to once again be on the U.S. Olympic team in 
2016.

USA GYMNASTICS/JOHN CHENG PHOTO
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 M E D I A

The City of White Plains is once again 
preparing to ring in the New Year at its 
downtown New Year’s Eve Spectacular. 
The event is large and a number of street 
closings are necessary. 

Parking options for event attendees 
include: Hamilton-Main Garage, City 
Center Garage, Lexington-Grove 
(Galleria) East and West Garages, and the 

Court Street Parking Lot.
Streets closings on Wednesday, Dec. 

31 will include at 2:30 p.m. Main Street 
from MLK Blvd. to Mamaroneck Avenue; 
Court Street from Martine Avenue to 
Main Street; and Renaissance Square to 
William Street.

Streets closing at 10 p.m. will include 
Main St from Mamaroneck Avenue to 

EJ Conroy Drive; Mamaroneck Avenue 
from Martine Ave. to Main Street; and 
Martine Avenue from Mamaroneck Ave 
to MLK Blvd.

A map of downtown White Plains 
which highlights the street closings as 
well as parking options for attendees is 
available on the city’s website at www.
cityofwhiteplains.com.

White Plains Street Closings On New Year’s Eve

Obituaries
Katherine Mulligan
Katherine Mulligan of White Plains 

passed away on Dec. 26. She was 85. She 
was born on Oct. 6,1929 to Harold and 
Cecilia (Skov) Speh. On May 19, 1951 
Katherine married her husband James A. 
Mulligan in Brooklyn. He predeceased 
her on Dec 18, 2014.

Katherine was a secretary for the 
Nestles Co. for over 20 years retiring in 
1985. Katherine was a loving wife, mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother. She 
was a good friend and neighbor, animal 
lover and avid reader. She was a Den 
Mother, Girl Scout troop Leader, and 
C.Y.O Coordinator.

Katherine is survived by her daughter 
Katherine M. (George) Winsman of 
Yorktown Heights, three grandchildren; 
Edward (Stephanie) Winsman, Heather 
(Nick) Sabha and Michelle Winsman 
and four great-grandchildren; Penelope, 
Sebastian and Rosalie Winsman and 
Gabriella Sabha, and daughter-in-law 
Kim Mulligan

Katherine was predeceased by her son 
James L. Mulligan.

Margery Devine
Margery A. Devine (n’ee Mallaney) 

passed away on Christmas Day, 2014.
Marge was born to William and Kathryn 

Mallaney on July 16, 1922 in White Plains. 
She was the eldest of four children, with 
three brothers: Bill, Edward (deceased) 
and Tom. After graduating from White 
Plains High School and working for The 
New York Telephone Company, Marge 
married Thomas P. Devine at St. Bernard’s 
Church in 1948. They honeymooned and 
spent summers in Spring Lake, NJ, and 
raised their family in White Plains.

Throughout her life, Marge was 
dedicated to her community and church. 
Marge volunteered at St. Agnes Hospital, 
St. Bernard’s Church, The Woman’s Club 
of White Plains and White Plains schools, 
and was a member of Larchmont Shore 
Club and Westchester Hills Golf Club. 

Marge loved her family more than 
anything. She was a committed wife for 66 
years and raised seven wonderful children. 
Whether it was a Christening, a Wedding, 
or an afternoon on the back porch, Marge 
was the happiest when she was around 
family. Marge will be remembered for her 
generous spirit and the joy she brought 
to the many lives she touched. Her legacy 
lives on through all of us.

Predeceased by her husband Tom, Marge 
is survived by her seven children: Barbara, 
Tom (Linda), Jim (Becky), Bill (Alison), 
Peter (Donna), Chris (Linda) and Steven 
(Kathy), as well as her 14 grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren (with two 
more on the way.) 

A wake was held on Monday, Dec. 29. 
A Mass of Christian burial will be take 
place on Tuesday, Dec. 30 at Our Lady 
of Sorrows Church in White Plains, at 10 
a.m.

In lieu of flowers the family suggests a 
donation in Marge’s name be made to The 
White Plains Beautification Foundation 
at: http://wpbf.org/get-involved/donate/ 
- email info@wpbf.org; phone 914-646-
4858. The donations will go towards a 
garden that will be planted in Marge’s 
honor at Druss Park across the street from 
St. Bernard’s Church. 

Robert Coveney
Robert Phillip “Bob” Coveney, 76, 

of White Plains, passed away Dec. 24 
at White Plains Hospital. Robert, born 
March 5, 1938, in the Bronx, was a 
longtime resident of White Plains and 
Oak Bluffs, MA. Bob was raised in the 
Bronx community with his sisters Ethel 
and Lorraine, brothers George and 
Milton, and adoptive sister Elizabeth 
Barker. On June 5, 1972, he married the 
late Yvonne Bland in White Plains. Bob 
was a well-respected ironworker who 
served for many years with Iron Workers 
Local 40 in New York as a foreman and a 
steward. During this time Bob started the 
first black-owned Steel Company in New 
York, Bobco Steel. After his retirement in 
1995, he continued to enjoy skydiving, 
white-water rafting, skiing, and traveling 
to various places. But those who knew Bob 
knew his true passion was fishing on his 
boat on Martha’s Vineyard and spending 
precious moments with his significant 
other, Delores Johnson. Robert is survived 
by his significant other Deloris, daughter 
Brooke, brother Milton, sister-in-law 
Mercedes, brother-in-law Harvey, nieces 
Carolyn, Cynthia, Pamela, Beverly, Janine, 
Juliet, Adrienne, and Allison, nephews 
William Jr. and Brian, and numerous 
other extended family members and 
friends. A Celebration of Life Memorial 
will be held at 11 a.m., on Saturday, Jan.10, 
2015 at Ballard-Durand Funeral Home, 2 
Maple Ave, White Plains, NY, 10601. A 

post-memorial toast to celebrate his life is 
also being planned. 

Lydia Byrne
Lydia D. Byrne, of White Plains, passed 

away December 22. She was 96. Mrs. 
Byrne was born September 15, 1918 in 
New York City to the late Joseph and 
Mary (Kolocny) Nosko. On July 6, 1946, 
she married Frank Byrne in Connecticut. 
He predeceased her in 1987. Mrs. Byrne is 
survived by her loving son Douglas Byrne 
of Dunedin, FL.

In lieu of flowers, the family  
requests donations be made to Alzheimer’s 
Foundation of America, 322 Eighth 
Ave., 7th Fl., New York, NY 10001 or  
ALZFDN.org.

Marina McCue
Marina “Molly” McCue (nee Krevochev) 

passed away on Dec. 22 surrounded by 
loved ones at the age of 92. She was born 
on August 10, 1922 in Constantinople and 
emigrated to the United States of America 
in 1924. In 1942 she married John C. 
McCue, who predeceased her in 1994, 
Molly resided in White Plains her whole 
life. She is the beloved mother of John 
C. McCue Jr. of White Plains and Ann 
E McCue of Hudson, NY and Edward 
G McCue of White Plains. She is also 
survived by five grandchildren. She was 
an active parishioner at Our Lady of Mt 
Carmel in White Plains for many years.

Letters Policy
We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best to 
print all letters, but are limited by 

space constraints. Letters are subject 
to editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. 

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide  

their name, address and  
contact information. 
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Police Blotter
Greenburgh Police Department

Automobile Accident. On December 8 
at about midnight, officers responded to 
a motor vehicle accident in the vicinity 
of Rockledge Avenue in Hartsdale. A 
resident of the neighborhood told police 
he heard a vehicle speed up the street then 
a loud crash. The witness then exited his 
apartment to see two men standing in the 
street where the accident occurred. When 
they were approached the men fled, but 
were apprehended down the street from 
the accident scene. One was combative, 
uncooperative and heavily intoxicated 
and was placed into handcuffs for officer 
safety and detained. A canvass and an 
additional investigation were conducted to 
attempt to locate the driver of the vehicle 
that struck two parked cars. The detainee 
continued to be highly uncooperative and 
hostile and later admitted to a paramedic 
on scene to having more than 10 drinks 
in a few hours. This party was later 
transported to White Plains Hospital 
complaining of minor injuries from the 
accident. 

Suspicious Incident. On December 8 at 
about 3:30 a.m. a resident on Old Kensico 
Road reported to police that through his 
window on the second floor, he observed 
a male going through his vehicle located 
on the driveway and two other males 

with hoodies standing by as lookouts. 
When the witness went to seek a phone 
to dial 911, the three males were gone. 
Responding units located three males just 
north on Old Kensico and Old Tarrytown 
Rd. wearing hoodies. Two were carrying 
book bags. All suspects reported that the 
reason they were in the area was because 
they were looking for a back street to get 
to Burger King in Elmsford. The two males 
with book bags only had personal items in 
their possession. There was no camera on 
the premises where the incident occurred 
and the witness did not report anything 
missing. He was also unable to identify the 
suspects as those he saw on his property. 
All suspects were released on scene and 
given directions back to Tarrytown Rd. 
Police canvassed surrounding vehicles 
and found all to be apparently normal.

Stolen Automobile. On the afternoon 
of December 8, a White Plains resident 
informed the Greenburgh Police 
Department that his car was stolen. The 
alleged victim said that a week earlier he 
had lent the car to a friend but needed it 
back within two days. He had not heard 
from that friend since. An inquiry found 
that a vehicle with the same New York 
plate number had been reported stolen out 
of New Rochelle on September 14, 2014 
and that the plates had also come back as 

stolen. Greenburgh Police contacted the 
New Rochelle Police Department. It was 
discovered that the vehicle identification 
number matched two stolen plates. The 
investigation is ongoing.

Identity Theft. On December 8 a 
Greenburgh resident walked into police 
headquarters to report that a month 
earlier on November 5 his Visa credit card 
was charged 15 times totaling $1800 at 
several different McDonalds locations in 
the Albany area. The victim said he had 
not made any of those charges and that he 
had no idea who did. The victim wished 
to make this report for documentation 
purposes and further told police that he 
had cancelled his credit card.

Grand Larceny. On December 8, 
a Mr. Frank told police that two days 
earlier, Saturday, Dec. 6 at about 10 p.m. 
he had parked his car at the Greenburgh 
Multiplex Theater in a parking spot on 
the northern side of the building. When 
he returned, he noticed his briefcase 
missing from the interior. The victim also 
reported that he left his car unlocked. 
The briefcase was located in between the 
driver and passenger seats and contained 
a Mac Laptop, prescription medication 
(Oxycontin) and various miscellaneous 
papers. There are no suspects at this time. 

The victim requested a police report on 
this incident. Police responded to the 
Greenburgh Multiplex Theater to attempt 
to obtain surveillance footage of the 
incident.

Driving Without License. At about 
2:45 a.m. on December 9, police observed 
a car traveling at high speed on Hartsdale 
Road, White Plains. After pulling the car 
over, an officer approached the vehicle 
and observed that the driver was the sole 
occupant of the vehicle. He produced 
an authentic NYS non-driver ID Card, 
identified himself and apologized for 
traveling at a high rate of speed, indicating 
that he was not used to driving his 
girlfriend’s car. An NCIC and E-Justice 
inquiry of the license revealed that the 
driver had a revoked license with a total of 
two open scoffs on two separate dates. The 
driver was issued a ticket for disobeying 
a traffic control device and a ticket for 
aggravated unlicensed operation in the 
3rd degree. He was released on the scene.

 Advertise in  
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The Home Guru’s Predictions on the Market and Trends for 2015
Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 

ball (I really have one, but let’s be real here) 
to predict what will happen in terms of 
market conditions and trends for the year 
ahead and I do it quite jauntily for two 
reasons. For one thing, I cheat and look at 
the crib sheets of what various experts of 
the housing industry have to say; then, at 
the end of the year, if I’m found to be way 
off in my predictions, I can blame them.  
Also, I figure, you’ll probably forget what 
I say a full year from now.  Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say anyway, 
mainly because they speak globally and 
I speak locally, especially in terms of 
buying and selling forecasts. The New 
York Metropolitan region is a different 
animal from, let’s say, the Midwest and 

the West Coast and certainly 
New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson 
River Valley as it can be as 
well. And then, there are two 
totally unscientific factors 
I add to the mix:  my “gut” 
feeling and my cell phone. 
Does my “gut” tell me things 
will be better or worse? And, 
is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to 
come and list their homes in 
greater number? Let me tell 
you, what I’ve heard ringing 
these days just before and 
after Christmas Day are not 
sleigh bells!

Mix all these factors 
together as we gather round 

to sing Auld Lang Syne, 
and here’s what to expect 
in the year ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. 
The experts say ever so 
slowly, like this year, but 
did they fail to consider 
the news announced 
just this week that in the 
last quarter our overall 
economy grew at its fastest 
rate in over a decade? I 
believe that augurs well 
for what we can expect 
in good news for the year 
ahead in the housing 
market. Especially in 
the Metropolitan area, 
I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 percent to 

6 percent in the value of our homes.  
Maybe that isn’t the rapid appreciation we 
rhapsodized about in 2013 as a kickback 
from the Great Recession, but it’s pretty 
good as we move out of the rapid recovery 
phase to the “new normal” of the housing 
market.

Finally credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter 
the market and as more homes come 
on the market, buyers will have more 
choices, sellers will face more competitive 
pressure, and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according to 
the Mortgage Bankers Association, to 5 
percent, by the end of 2015.

Those who observe national trends 
say that builders will shift to building 
less expensive homes, concentrating in 
such states as Texas, Georgia and Florida 
where there is still a lot of buildable 
land. However, in our area, with land as 
scarce as it is, I predict that the price of 
new homes will continue to escalate and 
more people will continue to upgrade 
older homes. And as the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go away.

Let’s now consider what will be 
trending most in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the business of home improvement seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 

When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for pride 
of ownership, but also for that sneaking 
feeling that someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list in that regard is a new 
front door which recoups 96.6 percent 
of its cost. In descending order, we’ll be 
investing in new decks or patios (recoups 
87 percent of the cost), adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup), replacing windows (79 
percent), replacing siding (78 percent), 
basement remodeling (78 percent), or 
redoing the bathroom ( some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost), a major kitchen remodel (over 90 
percent) and of course, landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
every important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Royal Hanneford Circus Returns 
to County Center in February 

The Royal Hanneford Circus, which has been thrilling area audiences for generations, has 
announced show dates and times for its 40th annual funfest at the Westchester County Center 
in February. Each year the County Center floor is transformed into a three-ring, two-hour 
extravaganza. The 40th anniversary edition of  the Royal Hanneford Circus this year will once again 
feature acts from around the world performing unique, exciting and fun stunts that will thrill the 
crowd. And, of  course, Grandma the Clown will be on hand along with The Hanneford elephants, 
tigers, dancing bears and performing camels. Tickets are on sale at the County Center box office, 
Ticketmaster and Ticketmaster.com. Show dates are President’s Weekend, Feb. 14-16 with show 
times of  10 a.m., 2 p.m. and  6 p.m. each day. Ticket prices are $32 for premium seats and $25 
for regular reserved seats. Groups and organizations of  20 or more receive a discounted price 
of  $21 for regular reserve tickets to the 10 a.m. or 6 p.m. shows. The County Center box office is 
open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday. Please call 914-
995-4050 for ticket information. To charge by phone, call Ticketmaster (additional fees apply) at 
800-745-3000 or visit www.ticketmaster.com.
 
 

September 2015 White Plains 
Kindergarten Registration Opens Soon

The White Plains Public Schools’ 
Family Information Center announces 
that the official Kindergarten 
Registration Period begins on 
Monday, Jan. 5  and continues 
through Friday, Feb. 27. All children 
who will turn five by  December 31, 
2015  and who live in White Plains 
are eligible for kindergarten in 
September  2015.  Parents are urged to  

call 422-2038 as soon as possible to 
make a registration appointment.

Under the Controlled Parents’ Choice 
Program, parents who complete their 
children’s kindergarten registration by 
February 27th  can indicate which of 
the five elementary schools they prefer 
for their children.             

For more information, call the Family 
Information Center at 422-2038.



11December 30 - January 5, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com

Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

707 Nepperhan Ave. • Yonkers, NY 
24 Hr. Tel (914) 965-5395 •Fax (914) 965-9752

www.jfjfuel.com

• Heating Oil-Commerical & Residential • Diesel Fuel
• Full Oil Heating Service and Installations • Oil Tank Installation and Removal 

• Oil Tank Testing • Full Environmental Services
• Serving Westchester County and The Bronx

J.F.J. Fuel, Inc.

“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick Antonaccio
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It might be a wedding, 
special birthday or 
anniversary, or a 
functional space for a 
business meeting; we’re 
always on the lookout 
for venues to hold that 
special event and be well 

catered to. Here are a few 
suggestions in the Westchester area.

Mulino’s at Lake Isle Ready for 
Booking. From the same experienced crew 
that has been serving patrons at Mulino’s 
of Westchester in White Plains for the 
past 20 years comes Mulino’s at Lake Isle, 
a major state of the art multi-sectioned 

catering facility currently undergoing 
a $1.5 million dollar reconstruction on 
the grounds of Lake Isle Country Club, 
660 White Plains Road in Eastchester. 
Partners of the newly formed Eastchester 
Events are Louis Gigante, proprietor of 
Mulino’s Restaurant, and Gieto Nicaj, a 
veteran of the hospitality field and founder 
of Masterpiece Caterers in New York City. 
Louis Gigante Jr., also a principal in the 

project, hopes to have the place up and 
running by next month. When operating 
at full throttle we are told, it will be able 
to accommodate up to 1000 guests for 
all types of catered events and functions. 
There is a full-service a la carte restaurant 
in the works, too. Call ahead 
for personal tour. For further 
info: 914-961-7800. www.
mulinosgroup.com.

The Historic Mansion 
On Broadway. It is a 115-
year old historic building 
in the heart of Westchester 
County, just off the Cross 
Westchester Expressway, loaded with the 

charm of a bygone era. It has undergone 
a multi-million dollar renovation and 
refurbishing, and is operated by a creative 
culinary team ready to make your 
special event most memorable. Dynamic 
proprietor Michael Pasqualini offers 
10,000 elegant and functional square feet 
of meeting and special event space. Careful 
renovation has restored the Mansion to its 
original glory while adding state of the 

art A/V equipment. An interior facelift 
has enhanced the classic beauty right 
down to the mahogany outfitted ballroom 
with coffered ceilings and handsome 
furnishings ready to serve as the backdrop 
for all your special occasion needs. A bar/

lounge is available, too. 
Whether you are planning 
a corporate meeting, any 
kind of event for up to 240 
guests, Michael Pasqualini 
cordially invites you to a 
unique tour and tasting 
right on the premises by 
advanced reservation; 

ample parking; 39 North Broadway, 
White Plains; 914-949-6900; www.
mansiononbroadway.com 

La Riserva, Enhanced. The dining 
rooms here have been enhanced. There 
are now beautifully framed one-of-a-
kind vintage photo blow-ups highlighting 
the walls from owner Michael Vivolo’s 
hometown in Italy, some dating back to 
the 1920’s and 30’s. They are a must see. 
The private meeting room can hold up to 
60 guests comfortably. Chef/proprietor 
Michael Vivolo and his wife Margaret 
have been serving ‘the Italian classics’ 
here for over 35 years and the soothing 
atmosphere and friendly ambiance keep 
it a treat. Some of his most popular 
dishes: flavorful Polenta with shrimp 
and mushrooms; Veal Chop alla Griglia, 
with mushrooms and roasted potatoes; 
or the Branzino Mediterraneo. $12.95 
luncheon specials. Open 7 days for lunch 
and dinner; 2382 Boston Post Road, 
Larchmont; 914-834-5584; free parking; 
www.lariservarestaurant.net.

Ciao’s Renovation. A major renovation 
has contemporized the dining area and 
private party/meeting rooms. Zef and his 
friendly crew have been marking their 
25th Anniversary with generous platters 
of Italian/American cuisine served with 
gusto. Be seated and have Peter, the genial 
general manager suggest such open kitchen 
specialties as: Hot Antipasto for two, three 
or more, loaded with delectable fruits of 
the sea; fresh Arugula Salad with goat 

cheese, marinated Portobello mushrooms, 
sprinkled with balsamic vinegar; house 
made Pappardelle with fresh tomato, 
basil and chunks of fresh mozzarella; 
Salmon ala Ciao, with white wine, lemon, 
capers and asparagus; or Veal Salvaggio, 
decadently good with cognac, garlic, sage, 
shitake and porcini mushrooms. From the 
grill come such hefty cuts as: Broiled Veal 
Chop, Black Angus Shell Steak , Sausages 
Frioli served with peppers (hot or sweet), 
mushrooms, onions and sliced potatoes; 
and Pork Chops with vinegar peppers. 
Pizzas, too. Enhanced catering facilities 
available upstairs and downstairs. Open 
7 days a week. Major credit cards.  Free 
and valet parking; 5-7 John Albanese 
Place, Eastchester; 914-779-4646; www.
ciaoeastchester.com. 

New Prix Fixe at Sofrito. Host-owner 
J R Morales and his team have made this 
rhythmic spot a must-stop on the Latin-
themed dining and nightlife crawl. Take 
advantage of the new 3-course Prix Fixe 
lunch menu: $19.95. There are spirited 
Happy Hours from noon to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at the bar featuring 
specialty priced cocktails and appetizers. 
And among the best dining deals in 
Westchester right now are the fixed price 
multi-course dinners served 7 days a 
week. Beautifully plated and generously 
portioned Puerto Rican and Caribbean 
specialties. There is a well-appointed room 
in the rear for a large business group, and 
Sofrito has partnered with Westchester 
Manor in Hastings on Hudson for 
corporate events for up to 350 guests. 
Check out the Latin Sushi, too. Open 7 
days a week for lunch, dinner and Sunday 
brunch. Dancing and live entertainment 
schedule. Municipal and valet parking; 
175 Main Street, White Plains; 914-428-
4740; www.sofritowhiteplains.com.

Morris Gut is a restaurant consultant 
and former restaurant trade magazine 
editor. He has been tracking and writing 
about the food and dining scene in greater 
Westchester for over 25 years. He may 
be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net.

 By Morris Gut
Menu 

Movers & 
Shakers

Business Class: Where to Hold Your Special Event in 2015

The historic Mansion on North Broadway, White Plains.

An architectural rendering of  Ciao’s renovation.La Riserva of  Larchmont has been enhanced.
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What’s Popular at Sapori Restaurant & Bar in White Plains?

Ben’s Deli’s to Open in Scarsdale 

By Jerry Eimbinder
When entering a restaurant for the 

first time, it is helpful to know which of 
its dishes are the most popular among its 
customers.  

Eddie Vucetaj, one of the three owners 
of Sapori Restaurant & Bar, an Italian 
restaurant in White Plains, said that the 
restaurant’s four best-selling items on the 
dinner menu are:

Squid-ink pasta. “Tagliolini neri” with 
shrimp, scallops, and crabmeat in a pink 
champagne sauce (an appetizer or entrée).

Chicken scarpariello. With chicken on 
or off the bone and garlic, rosemary, hot 
cherry peppers and sausage (an entrée).

Rigatoni Bolognese (an entrée).
Veal chop. With sautéed mushrooms (a 

very generously sized entrée).
The most popular dishes among the 

specials are osso buco and braised veal 
short ribs, Vucetaj said.

Vucetaj and his uncles Kenny and 
Sammy Balidemaj (who are brothers) 
opened Sapori 18 months ago in a location 
not far from the Westchester County 
Center.

Finishing touches. It’s not just the 
food that’s engrossing. Deboning service 
at the table is provided for three of the 
fish entrées: whole-fish branzino ($29), 
Dover sole ($39), and orrata ($29), which 
like branzino is a Mediterranean catch. 

Branzino, although not listed on the menu, 
is almost always available on request.

Skillfully prepared at tableside are 
Caesar salad ($18 for two people) and 
the flambéed dessert Zabaglione with 
strawberries ($22 for two people).

Table service is contagious. It catches the 
attention of nearby guests – a benefit for 
the house. 

Nice touches too are the availability of 
half-portions for pasta lovers who have an 
appealing alternative as an appetizer and 
half-bottles of red wine, white wine and 
champagne for modest drinkers. Gluten-

free and whole-wheat pasta are available.
The desserts are mostly homemade and 

include tiramisu, ricotta cheese cake, apple 
strudel, and chocolate mousse cake.

A popular beverage is a Manhattan made 
with port wine and bourbon and priced at 
$12. Nearly 300 wines are available by the 
bottle and 13 by the glass, priced from $9 
to $12. Champagne is available by the glass 
at $18 and Prosecco (sparkling white wine) 
at $9. 

The personal favorites of the owners are:
Eddie Vucetaj: Veal chop martini. He 

feels the lemon sauce is addicting.

Sammy Balidemaj: A tossup between 
the filet mignon in Barolo wine sauce and 
the gnocchi.

Kenny Balidemaj: Swordfish or chicken 
scarpariello.

The restaurant has 160 seats. For 
private groups, the wine cellar will seat 
up to 65 people during weeknights. On 
Friday and Saturday evenings, wine-cellar 
reservations are accepted for parties of any 
size. Private rooms are available for groups 
from 10 to 100.

Weather permitting, five outside tables 
accommodate up to 20 people.

The restaurant is open seven days 
a week. It serves lunch and dinner on 
Monday through Saturday. Dinner only is 
served on Sunday from 2 to 9 p.m. 

  On New Year’s Eve, the regular menu 
will be available during the entire evening 
beginning at 5 p.m. Guests who arrive at 9 
p.m. or later can still order diner a la carte 
and, at no extra charge, can also celebrate 
with party favors such as noisemakers and 
hats, listen to music hosted by a disk jockey 
(Viva! La Music Entertainment), take to a 
dance floor opposite the bar, and have a 
free midnight champagne toast.

Sapori Italian Restaurant & Bar is 
located at 324 Central Avenue, White 
Plains, NY, 914-684-8855,  www.
saporiofwhiteplains.com.

By Jerry Eimbinder 
Ben’s of Scarsdale  expects 

to  open  formally with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony on January 12. To ensure that all 
operations are  running smoothly, a  “soft 
opening”  (unpublicized opening) will be 
held beforehand during the first week of 
January. 

Ronnie Dragoon, founder of Ben’s 
Restaurant Group, and  Scott W. Singer, 
president, will speak during the opening-

day  festivities.  Ben’s of Scarsdale’  Chef 
Scott C. Rabedeau and General Manager 
Otto Stierli will also participate.   

Chef Rabedeau was raised in Chicago 
where he gained food-service experience 
working with the Windy City’s  Lettuce 
Entertain  You Enterprises and Levy 
Restaurants. Before joining Ben’s, he 
was a  Culinary Development Leader at 
Brinker International in Hackensack, NJ. 

His favorite meal out of the Ben’s Deli 
kitchen is  a vegetable 
tempura appetizer, 
Hangar Steak 
Chimichurri,  and 
an assortment of 
mini-rugelach (small 
fruit/nut pastry 
rolls). His  favorite 
recreational  activities 
are  skiing, fishing 
and  hiking with his 
wife, Adriana and 
their two children, 
Cole and Isabella.

General Manager 
Otto Stierli, a 
Croton-on-Hudson 
resident, previously 

held management posts at 121 Kitchen 
in North Salem, the Patina Restaurant 
Group, Macy’s Cellar Bar & Grill, Cucina 
& Co., Swiss Cabin Restaurant in Dobbs 
Ferry, and Restaurant Associates.

A graduate of the School of English 
and Commerce in Worthing, England, 
he speaks English, French and German 
fluently.

The new restaurant has two dining 
levels including a high-ceiling main-
floor  dining area; meeting rooms;  and a 

bar with a 65-inch television screen.
The organization’s other restaurants 

except for the one in Boca Raton, Florida 
are located in Manhattan,  Queens and 
Long Island.

The building is diagonally across 
the street from the Greenburgh fire 
department station on Central  Park 
Avenue in Scarsdale.

Ben’s Deli, 718 Central Park Avenue, 
Scarsdale, NY; www.bensdeli.net.

 The Restaurant Examiner

North side view of  Ben’s Deli. 

Sapori, an Italian restaurant with attention-getting table service in White Plains.

Front view of  Ben’s Deli.
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*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

adoption
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides fi-
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or confi-
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

auctions
Tiny house AUCTION, Vermont post 
& beam sheds, Livestock shelters & fire-
wood storage January 22, 2015 Absolute 
no reserve Bid online 802 297 3760 www.
JamaicaCottageShop.com

NEW KITCHEN CABINETS & BUILD-
ING MATERIAL AUCTION- SATUR-
DAY JAN. 3rd 10am- Kitchen Sets, Gran-
ite Counters, Tile, Hardwood Flooring, 
Shower Units, Brand Name Tools! 237 
Lyons Rd. Geneva, NY www.hessney.com

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

autos
*CASH TODAY* We'll Buy Any Car 
(Any Condition) + Free Same-Day Pick-
Up. Best Cash Offer Guaranteed! Call For 
FREE Quote: 1-888-477-6314

carEEr opportunitiEs
WELDING CAREERS- Hands on train-

ing for career opportunities in aviation, 
automotive, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. CALL AIM 888-
205-1735

HElp WantEd
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students  Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

in HomE pEt sittinG
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 
9 Hobby St., Pleasantville.

land For salE
NYS LAND SALE ADIRONDACK 
TIMBERLANDS 80-2000 acre hunting 
clubs. Starting at $385/acre. Financing 
available. Call 1-800-229-7843. Or visit 
www.LandandCamps.com

lEGal noticE
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK, COUNTY OF NASSAU, 

Index No.: 2014-202317: GAETANA 
GAZZARA, Plaintiff, against MANUEL 
MARTINEZ, Defendant, in an ACTION 
FOR A DIVORCE.  To the above named 
Defendant:  YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED and required to file an Answer 
in writing to the attached Verified Com-
plaint with the clerk of the above entitled 
Court, at 240 Old Country Road, Mine-
ola, New York, 11501, and to serve upon 
or mail C. William Gaylor, III, attorney 
for Plaintiff, 7 Atlantic Avenue, Lynbrook, 
N.Y. 11563, a copy of said Answer within 
thirty (30) days after service of this Sum-
mons upon you; If you fail so to do, judg-
ment by default will be taken against you 
for the relief demanded in said VERIFIED 
COMPLAINT FOR DIVORCE, which 
has been filed with the Clerk of said Court 
and a copy of which has been mailed to 
your last known address.  The nature of 
this action is to dissolve the marriage be-
tween the parties, on the grounds: DRL § 
170 (2) – Abandonment and/or DRL § 170 
(7) - the relationship between the parties 
has broken down irretrievably for a pe-
riod of at least six months.  The foregoing 
summons is served upon you by publica-
tion pursuant to an order of the Supreme 
Court of the State of New York, County 
of Nassau, dated 11/25/14, and filed in the 
office of the clerk of the County of Nas-
sau at 240 Old Country Road, Mineola, 
New York. The object of this action is to 
obtain judgment against the Defendant 
MANUEL MARTINEZ, last known ad-
dress 100 Diplomat Drive, Mount Kisco, 
NY10549, for an absolute divorce, that the 
bonds of matrimony between the Plain-
tiff, GAETANA GAZZARA and the De-
fendant, MANUEL MARTINEZ be for-
ever dissolved and such other, further and 
different relief as may be just and proper. 

Dated, 12/8/14, /s/ C. William Gaylor, 
III, attorney for Plaintiff, 7 Atlantic Av-
enue, Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563. 

miscEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
New models from $99,000.  772-581-
0080, www.beach-cove.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s  
publication
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Veterans Virtual Job Fair. The online 
job fair is available free of charge. 
Employers can register their available 
positions and search online profiles, 
while veterans can post their resumes 
and search for jobs up to December 
31st. The jobs available through the 
online portal include positions in sales, 
retail, IT, accounting, financial services, 
graphic arts, custodial and more. Specific 
positions include clerks, butchers and 
managers for ShopRite, CNC operator 
for Fenbar Precision, property manager 
for Trion Real Estate Management and 
hundreds more. Businesses interested 
in hiring a veteran and veterans looking 
for employment should visithttp://
westchesterveteranjobs.com/.

Westchester’s Winter Wonderland. 
This holiday program  has transformed 
the iconic Kensico Dam Plaza in Valhalla 
into a festive wonderland. Included are 
more than 2.5 million glittering LED 
lights choreographed to holiday music; 
an outdoor recreational ice skating 
rink (skating and skate rentals are an 
additional cost); boutique vendors; 
photos with Santa Claus; winter hay 
rides; the Wonderland Express ride; 
and a heated indoor food court offering 
a variety of dining options, wine and 
beer. Westchester’s Winter Wonderland 
continues through Sunday, January 4. For 
more information call (914) 231-4548 or 
visitwww.wwinterwonderland.com.

Martin Luther King Jr. National Day of 
Service. Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 17 and 
18, 2015. Register for available projects at 
volunteernewyork.org/MLKWhere or call 
914-948-4452.

MLK Freedom Library Fundraiser. 
On Monday, Jan. 19, Linda Tarrant-
Reid, author of Discovering Black 
America: From the Age of Exploration 
to the Twenty-First Century, autographs 
her book and discusses discoveries she 
made while researching this book and 
her upcoming book, Harlem:  From 
Dutch Suburb to Black Metropolis at 
Barnes & Noble City Center, 230 Main 
Street, White Plains. Events are planned 
throughout the day from 1 to 8 p.m. and 
are part of a fundraiser: for everyone who 
makes a purchase at any Barnes & Noble 
on Jan. 19 and gives the Library bookfair 
ID, 12527711, Barnes & Noble will make 
a donation to the Freedom Library. The 

Library will also get a donation if you 
visit bn.com/bookfairs from Jan. 19 to 
24 by entering Bookfair ID 12527711 at 
checkout.  For further information, call 
the library at 914-949-6555 or go to www.
mlkwestchester.org. This fundraiser will 
raise money to buy books and films for 
the White Plains-based Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Freedom Library, free and open 
to the public.

Tuesday, Dec. 30
Pack Chat for Kids. Children will 

learn about the mythology surrounding 
wolves and the important role of wolves 
in the natural world. Guests will visit 
the ambassador wolves and the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. For children four to eight years 
old. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $13. Children 
(under 12): $11. Pre-registration required. 
Information and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org.

The Little Mermaid. Based on the 
popular Disney animated film, The Little 
Mermaid tells the story of a beautiful 
young mermaid, Ariel, who longs to leave 
her home in a magical kingdom beneath 
the sea to live in the world above.  The 
Little Mermaid will capture your heart 
with its timeless tale and irresistible score 
by eight-time Academy Award winner, 
Alan Menken, that includes the hit songs 
Under the Sea, Kiss the Girl and Part of 
Your World. Performances run December 
30 and January 3 at 7 p.m. and January 2, 
3, 4 at 2 p.m. WPPAC is offering special 
family performances. Tickets $25 to $55. 
WPPAC is located at 11 City Place, 3rd 
Floor, White Plains; 914.328.1600; wppac.
com.

School’s Out/Arts In. Looking for 
something for your kids to do when 
they have no school? Get inspired by 
the Katonah Museum of Art’s exhibition 
“Lethal Beauty: Samurai Weapons and 
Armor” with fun art activities each day. 
Today, construct and decorate fierce 
samurai masks with cardboard and 
colorful papers. For children three years 
old and up. Children under six and 
under must participate with an adult; 
for children seven and older, adults must 
remain at the museum. Katonah Museum 
of Art, 134 Jay St. (Route 22), Katonah. 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Children of members: 
$5. Non-members: $8. Adults: Regular 
museum admission. Info: Visit www.
katonahmuseum.org. 

Wednesday, Dec. 31
Wolves of North America. Learn about 

the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why this time of 
year is special for packs in North America. 

Guests will visit ambassador wolves Atka, 
Alawa and Zephyr and will meet almost 
eight-month-old ambassador pup Nikai. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem. 
11 a.m. Adults: $13. Children (under 12): 
$11. Pre-registration required. Info and 
pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

School’s Out/Arts In. Looking for 
something for your kids to do when 
they have no school? Get inspired by 
the Katonah Museum of Art’s exhibition 
“Lethal Beauty: Samurai Weapons and 
Armor” with fun art activities each day. 
Today, using beads, yarn and papers, 
create a fun piece of Japanese hanging 
art to hang anywhere. For children three 
years old and up. Children under six and 
under must participate with an adult; for 
children seven and older, adults must 
remain at the museum. Katonah Museum 
of Art, 134 Jay St. (Route 22), Katonah. 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Children of members: 
$5. Non-members: $8. Adults: Regular 
museum admission. Info: Visit www.
katonahmuseum.org. 

15th  Annual  New Year’s Eve 
Spectacular.   White Plains, starting at 
10 p.m. This is the biggest outdoor stage 
event in Westchester that will usher in the 
New Year. Main and Court Streets will be 
closed off so that hundreds of locals and 
visitors can be entertained with a stage 
with live music and fun for both adults 
and children. The night will continue 
with a countdown to the New Year, a 
magnificent ball drop and a fireworks 
show at midnight. For New Year’s Eve 
Spectacular attendees 21 years and 
older, Heineken USA will provide free 
rides to residential destinations within 
Westchester County at the Safe Rides 
transportation stand on the corner of 
East Post Road and Mamaroneck Avenue 
between 11 p.m. and 3 a.m.

New Year’s Eve Screening. The 
screening of The Interview originally 
scheduled for December 31 as part of 
a special holiday event at Cinema de 
Lux in White Plains has been replaced 
with a showing of Unbroken, directed 
by Angelina Jolie at 9:40 p.m. The movie 
is a World War II story of survival, 
resilience and redemption. The special 
New Years Eve celebration, $20.15, also 
includes a champagne toast and dessert 
reception, and a live feed of the ball drop 
on the big screen. More details at www.
showcasecinemas.com/newyearseve2015.

New Year’s Eve Dance Party. Starting 
at 9 p.m. guests at the Holiday Inn Mt. 
Kisco can party all night for $75 in 
advance or $85 on the day of the event. 
The price includes a three-hour open bar 
until midnight, a live DJ with dance music 

until 2 a.m., a 2015 Midnight Celebration 
with a champagne toast, a tapas style 
menu and Chef ’s Action Stations until 
11 p.m., as well as a dessert and coffee 
bar. Reserved seating is available upon 
request for parties of eight or more with 
advance ticket purchase. Overnight 
accommodations are available for an 
added rate. The Holiday Inn Mt. Kisco 
is located at 1 Holiday Inn Drive in Mt. 
Kisco. For more information, visit  www.
himtkisco.com or call (914) 241-2600. 

The Winery at St. George Gala. Starting 
at 8:30 p.m. For $150 per person, attendees 
will enjoy an open bar with wine, beer and 
non-alcoholic beverages available from 9 
p.m. to 1 a.m. Champagne will be available 
at midnight. Enjoy watching the ball 
drop, music, continuous hors d’oeuvres 
and tapas. There will also be a signature 
Venetian dessert hour for guests. There 
are limited tables and all seating is at a first 
come first served basis. The Winery at St. 
George is located at 1715 Main Street in 
Mohegan Lake. For more information, 
visit www.thewineryatstgeorge.com or for 
reservations, call (914) 455-4272.

Thursday, Jan. 1
Happy New Year!

Saturday, Jan. 3
Nature in the New Year. Join a 

naturalist to observe nature in winter and 
meet some special animal friends along 
the way. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: 
$5 per person. Non-members: $8 per 
person. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.   

Sunday, Jan. 4
Winter Wildlife. This entertaining and 

informative program allows visitors to 
hear, see, smell and touch many of our 
fascinating, furry, feathered and scaly 
friends. Recommended for children five 
years old and up. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
2 p.m. Members: $5. Non-members: 
$8. Info: 914-723-3470  or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.   

By the Light of the Moon. Experience 
the evening woods and trails as the 
animals do--in the dark! Along the 
way, look and listen for the critters that 
move about at night. Bring flashlights. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 6:30 p.m. Members: $5. 
Non-members: $8. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: Visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.   
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